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An Anglican church rounded 
up boxes and a friend who owns 
a moving company chipped in 
mattress covers, plastic wrap and 
tips to pack the truck. On move 
day in late May, eight volunteers 
did the heavy lifting.  

While most of the family would 
fly – just avoiding a rumoured 
WestJet strike – there was another 
hiccup: Hawa was eight months 
pregnant and couldn’t join them. 
Luckily, a relative of the Nova 
Scotia team offered to drive. 
While the family’s 18-year-old 
van was safety-checked, it broke 
down and had to be sold to a tow 
truck driver to finish the trip out 
in a rental car. 

WHEN A CLOSE FRIEND CALLED ON HIM to coordinate a Somali 
family’s move to Nova Scotia, Rev. John Postuma couldn’t say no. 
But in the next six months of ironing out logistics, his day job as a 
pastor never came up. 

“As Christians, we don’t have a choice if God puts these 
people on our way,” says the Christian Reformed Church region-
al pastor, adding that it’s the work of the Great Commission. 
“The nations of the world have come to our very doorsteps.” 
On the run since Somalia’s civil war began in 1991, Abdulkadir Abdi, 
his wife Hawa and their six children left a Kenyan refugee camp 
bound for Kentville, Nova Scotia in April 2016. 

Seeking a larger Somali community, the Muslim family moved to 
Hamilton one year later. But after months of trying to find their foot-
ing – at first living in a shelter and then unable to find work – they 
yearned for their East Coast home (see page 3 story). 

But Postuma had a long to-do list first. 
While Fundy Express Transport in Kentville donated space for 

the furniture, the truck couldn’t legally park on their street. Postuma 
borrowed a nearby Christian Reformed Church’s parking lot and two 
friends with pick-up trucks pitched in to shuttle furniture. 

READER’S DIGEST IS THINNER; 
Macleans went monthly. Change 
seems to be the only constant 
in the publishing industry these 
days. The concept of non-profit 
media is becoming more com-
mon, as more publications (The 
Guardian, The Atlantic) embrace 
membership models that ask for 
monthly or annual donations. 
But even though mainstream 
media is now experimenting 
with fundraising, as faith-based 
publications have done for years, 
they’re not covering the same 
topics. There is still a great need 
for quality, faith-based journal-
ism in Canada.  

“Very few people in the secular 
media report on religion any-
more,” says Patton Dodd, execu-
tive director of media and com-
munications for the H.E. Butt 
Family Foundation. “Covering 
religion at all is a form of activ-
ism.”

That’s why your support for 
Christian Courier is an act of 

News. Clues. Kingdom Views.

THE WORLD ON OUR DOORSTEP
Christians have a duty to help refugees, CRC pastor says.  |   Brandy Harrison
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OUR HOLY TASK
CC launches new fellowship and donation appeal.
Jennifer Neutel
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subversion – a counter-cultural 
move. You believe, along with 
CC writers and staff, that sharing 
our fumbling attempts to follow 
Jesus makes a difference, that it 
can change hearts. 

Thought-provoking articles 
and a roster of 14 columnists 
mean that every issue is jam-
packed with content. This year, 
CC introduced a fresh design of 
the print newspaper, opened up 
more content online, welcomed 
new board and staff members 
and won three Word Awards and 

Alice & Bert Witvoet with Angela Reitsma Bick (the newspaper is not a prop).
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WITVOET FELLOWSHIP
As part of this year’s campaign, we are 
also pleased to introduce the Bert Witvoet 
Fellowship. In his 26 years with CC (17 as 
Editor), Bert Witvoet dedicated his leader-
ship and writing talent to this community. 
The fellowship celebrates the contribu-
tions of Witvoet, who “retired” from the 
paper for his third time last year and next 
year will be turning 85!

Bert embodies what Mike Buma, an-
other past Editor, calls the ethos of CC: 

“unshakably rooted in the Reformed world-
view that determines his practical, down-
to-earth and hands-on faith.” 

All gifts given in celebration of Bert will 

help develop the gifts of young writers 
and our ongoing commitment to excellent 
Reformed journalism.  

Bert insisted “that our callings,” Cathy 
Smith recalls, “though rooted in a cher-
ished Christian heritage, must be worked 
out in our present context.” 

And no matter how swiftly that context 
is changing, that is the ongoing and holy 
task of Christian Courier, too. 

Jennifer Neutel  

Jennifer is CC’s Development and Ads Man-
ager. She lives in Cobourg, Ont. with her 
family. 

other church publication can match it for 
content, provocation, quality, confession, 
honesty, interest and emotional appeal.” 

CC’s 2018 Fall Donation Appeal is 
now running until November 30, with 
a $30,000 goal to sustain its independ-
ent, Reformed journalism ministry into 
2019. Because CC is a registered charity, 
all donations $10 and more receive a tax-
deductible receipt. CC relies on donor sup-
port to plan for the year ahead and look 
towards 2020, which will be CC’s 75th 
year of publication.

This year’s appeal continues the Root-
ed & Growing theme from last year’s 
campaign. The maple tree logo, designed 
by Naomi Francois, has been updated to 
focus on a season of harvest. 

Rooted & Growing remains a rich im-
age for CC, as it recognizes long-time sub-
scribers with deep roots in the church, new 
generations spreading across Canada like 
branches, and maple spinners, released in 
the fall, which feels a little bit like CC’s 
stories online – you just never know 
where they’re going to end up, or what 
new growth might start as a result.  

OUR HOLY TASK CONTINUED

News

A degree you can believe in.redeemer.ca

can be big, like climate change big.  
Or it can be small, like monitoring local water quality 
small. It’s about what you choose to do on the one hand, 
and who you are on the other. We are more than our jobs, 
and God has a calling for each of us, wherever we go. 

That changes everything. 

Starting with you.

Think you can change the world 
from a greenhouse?

We do.
C H A N G E

seven Canadian Church Press awards for 
works published in 2017. 

“It is a spectacular publication,” CC 
reader and supporter Richard Moore of 
Cochrane, Ont., says. “In my mind, no 

GIVE AND GIFT 
As part of the cam-
paign, a donor who 
gives $100 or more 
has the option to give 
a gift subscription 
(to any new sub-
scriber) for free. By 

taking advantage of this 
offer your gift subscription helps in-
crease the newspaper’s reach and ex-
posure. Simply contact Rose (rose@
christiancourier.ca or 1-800-969-
4838) after making your donation 
and provide the contact details of the 
gift subscription recipient. This one-
of-a-kind promotion is only valid 
during the campaign period.

3 EASY WAYS TO DONATE TODAY

Online: 
visit canadahelps.org 

and search for Christian 
Courier  

Mail cheques payable 
to Christian Courier to: 2 
Aiken St, St Catharines 

ON L2N 1V8  

Phone Rose: 
1-800-969-4838
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CATALYST FOR CHRIST
Throughout the process, Postuma had to 
navigate more than logistics.

With their oldest child as interpreter, the 
Abdis relied on him to make sense of Can-
adian life, from credit card bills to driver’s 
licence restrictions.  

“Every time I came, he showed me an-
other piece of paper or mail,” recalls Pos-
tuma, who turned to God when he felt in 
over his head. “It stretches us beyond our 
comfort zone. I see myself more as a cata-
lyst for Christ. I could not do it myself – 
it’s done in community.” 

That community stretched across church 
lines, drawing together Anglican, Baptist 
and Christian Reformed churches. 

It’s a scene playing out across Canada. 
The UN Refugee Agency says Canada 

has resettled 42,901 refugees since May 
2015. According to a recent public opin-
ion study by the Angus Reid Institute 
and Christian think-tank Cardus, half of 
surveyed new Canadians credit religious 
communities with finding a job or housing 
or learning a new language.

The UN agency estimates nearly one 
person is forcibly displaced every two 
seconds due to conflict or persecution – 
totalling 68.5 million people worldwide.

“It’s an opportunity for the church of 
Jesus Christ to demonstrate Matthew 25: 
‘I was a stranger and you welcomed me,’” 
says Postuma, who gave the Abdis a part-
ing gift: a card stuffed with his monthly 
thanks offering. “It was very emotional 
when I said goodbye. The more I met the 
family and engaged in their lives, the more 
I grew to love them.” 

News

Brandy Harrison

Brandy is a freelance writer who lives with 
her husband and daughter in Embrun, 
near Ottawa.

THE WORLD CONTINUED

Anne van Arragon

Anne lives on a Nova Scotia farm where 
she keeps busy with extensive gardens, be-
loved grandchildren and volunteer work.

THE ABDI FAMILY CAME TO CANADA in 
2016, sponsored by a small group of church 
people near Kentville, Nova Scotia. After 
the year of sponsorship was over, however, 
the Abdis moved to Ontario. This summer 
they wanted to return to the East Coast, 
calling it home. As former sponsors, we 
had no legal obligation to help them out, 
but we were unanimous in feeling a moral 
obligation. 

We asked a retired Christian Reformed 
pastor, John Postuma, to visit the family 

and coordinate their move back here (see 
page 1 story). Another person offered to 
acquire moving boxes and help the family 
pack. Yet another person was willing 
to drive the old van to Nova Scotia that 
Abdulkadir had acquired in Hamilton. 
Christian volunteer action is really some-
thing to behold: people coming out of the 
woodwork just to help a family whose still 
limited English and finances called out to 
caring hearts.

Housing for the family was the single 
hardest detail. We found that three-bed-

room rental units are in short supply. Addi-
tionally, not every landlord wants six chil-
dren, and we saw one man’s face change 
when the word “Somali” was uttered. Only 
12 days before the family’s return, we final-
ly found a house whose owners were fine 
with such a large family. The “new” house 
is in the catchment area for the schools that 
the Abdi children had attended when they 
were first in Kentville, a major plus.

On Canada Day, the Abdi’s seventh 
child was born in Kentville. Hawiwa is the 

first and only Canadian in the family, curly 
black hair and all. Her big sisters lug her 
around and dote on her. Abdulkadir is back 
at the job he previously held down. Noor, 
the oldest son, worked long, hard days on 
a farm during one of the hottest summers 
we’ve had. A committee member provid-
ed daily transportation for him. Both older 
boys are back in soccer. Two of us con-
tinue to do the family laundry until such 
time as they can afford a washer and dryer. 
One of us helped Hawa through her labour. 
Another continues to help them with finan-

COVER ART
“Angels Unaware” was created by Cana-
dian sculptor Timothy Schmalz, com-
missioned by the Vatican on the theme 
of refugees and migration. Based on 
Hebrews 13:2, the angel wings visible 
in the crowd suggest that the sacred is 
found among strangers.

EAST COAST HOME
Settling a Somali family for the second time. |   Anne van Arragon

cial matters and other paperwork.

OPEN DOORS
The bottom line is this: all those millions 
of refugees around the world continue to 
need sponsors. And those sponsors, fol-
lowing the commandment to shelter the 
homeless, feed the hungry and welcome 
the stranger, had better be realistic about 
the effort required. As a committee, we are 
convinced that this is what Christians do. 
We’ve signed up to sponsor another family, 
consisting of the blind grandmother who 
raised our helpful young Somali interpret-
er after his parents and siblings were killed, 
along with one of her daughters with hus-
band and three children. We tell ourselves 
this will be an easier sponsorship, since the 
family is literate and may even have a few 
words of English. They will also have their 

grandson/nephew here to help in many 
ways. This family is in Dadaab refugee 
camp, across Kenya from Kakuma camp 
where the Abdi family was born and grew 
up. Dadaab is more violent and dangerous, 
and more difficult to rescue people from. 
We pray that it will be possible. 

Hawa emerges from the Kentville hospital with her Canada Day daughter.
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Editorial

SUMMER’S LONG, LAZY DAYS 
bring us closer to nature. And 
to God. “Earth is crammed with 
heaven. / And every common 
bush afire with God,” wrote Eliza-
beth Browning. Tiny humming-
birds are fighting at the feeder, 
a bald eagle drops from atop a 
mighty fir before his talons slice 
the water. Canada geese float by 
in military formation. Mom mer-
ganser, babies on her back, skirts 
a jumble of seaweed. For 30 
years, violet-green swallows have 
nested under our eaves. Impatient 
shrieks tell of a hungry brood. 
As night falls, the distant moun-
tains drift from view, the moon 
strengthens, stars appear and 
three barred owls add mystery to 
the deep silence, hoohoo-hoohoo! 
God’s creation is good. Humans 
are part of something very big, 
very special.

But where are the bats? And 
the western red squirrels? We 
miss their whimsical antics. And 
the West Coast salmon, once so 
plentiful? Thirty summers of de-
cline, fewer birds of all kinds. 
Double-breasted cormorants, 
western grebe, belted kingfisher, 
pileated woodpecker, hairy wood-
pecker, red-breasted sapsucker, 
pigeon guillemot and many more, 
their numbers sharply reduced. 
Is our consumer-crazed lifestyle 
to blame? Does God still wish 

to walk with us in the cool of the 
evening as a friend?

THE LONG VIEW
We, too, have changed. Our an-
nual summer trek up the B.C. 
coast no longer shields us from 
civilization. Technology intrudes; 
the plight of asylum seekers, bit-
ter trade disputes and pipeline 
politics strain the solitude of 
coastal life. This summer, West 
Coast dwellers ponder two pol-
itically charged public policies 
– the Kinder Morgan pipeline 
expansion and electoral reform. 
Albertans blame neighbours for 
unfairly limiting their prosperity 
and British Columbia will soon 
hold its third referendum on pro-
portional representation (PR). 
How should followers of Jesus 
respond?

Must I join the Kinder Mor-
gan pipeline protest? How many 
more birds and bats must suc-
cumb before I take a stand to save 
the planet? Do Albertans deserve 
sympathy? They reject a sales tax 
and failed to save during the fat 
years. Why is Norway’s herit-
age fund bulging and Alberta’s 
empty? Norway has proportional 
representation. Voting systems 
matter. 

Our current system induces 
governing parties not to think 
beyond the next election. Pro-
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SUMMER MUSINGS
Nick Loenen  |  Guest Editor  

Nick is a former Richmond Councillor and MLA, co-founder of Fair Voting B.C. and 
author of Citizenship and Democracy: A case for Proportional Representation.

portional voting yields chronic 
coalition governments; the ma-
jority of cabinet seats in succes-
sive administrations remain with 
the same political parties. PR 
systems do not throw out an en-
tire administration to bring in a 
whole new lot. Political change 
tends to be modest, incremental, 
less polarizing. 

Norway and Alberta have 
similar-sized populations and 
economies fuelled by oil. Peter 
Lougheed made a good start, but 
subsequent Alberta governments 
have steadily raided the Heritage 
Fund. Under our system, the gov-
erning party’s self-interest is to 
spend all that is available to buy 
another election. PR tends to-
wards long-term stability, where-
as first-past-the-post guarantees 
no stability beyond the next elec-
tion. 

In Ontario’s election, the Con-
servatives increased their vote by 
seven percentage points. Did they 
gain seven percent more seats? 
No, they gained 46 percent more 
seats. It is not the voters but our 
voting system that produces wild 
swings in government, tempting 
administrations not to plan be-
yond the next election. World-
wide, there is more stability and 
continuity in public policies 
under PR. PR disperses power, 
and the best guarantee against 
abusing government power for 
partisan gain is to share that 
power among the many, rather 
than the few.

REVERENCE
Our world needs more co-oper-
ation, consensus building and 
respect for others. Marilynne 
Robinson writes, “Democracy 

is to accept the difficult obliga-
tion to honour others and oneself 
with something approaching due 
reverence.” Due reverence for 
others: is that possible in politics? 
It may seem naively idealistic, 
but the Bible calls us to respect 
all because every person on the 
planet is made in God’s image, 
wonderfully endowed, also deep-
ly flawed, yet loved by God. If PR 
shares power and is conducive to 
less polarization and less abuse of 
government power, should Chris-
tians not support such a voting 
system? Soon, at summer’s end, 
I need to decide. Doing jail over 
the pipeline expansion needs 
more thought, but support for a 
voting system that promises im-
proved long-term management 
of squirrels, birds, bats and tax-
payer’s money, plus respect and 
civility, is Christ-like.

This is a summer of record 
temperatures, wildfires and near-
drought in the rain forest. Rising 
water temperature in the Fras-
er River kills sockeye. Global 
warming is here. Mid-August 
mornings bring a cool, new fresh-
ness, autumn approaches, a meta-
phor for life’s downward slope. 
We attend a memorial service for 
Bill, an engineer who upon retire-
ment left the city for the coast to 
reflect with deepening apprecia-
tion on trees, birds and his Cre-
ator. Will the redeemed burn fos-
sil fuels on the new earth? Should 
we? 

At the service in church, the 
congregation sings with the joy-
ful energy of Sunday school chil-
dren, in memory of Bill, “If God 
so loves the little birds, I know he 
loves me too” and Kinder Mor-
gan weighs on me.  

Photo credit: Heather Loenen
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THE SLEEPLESS KNIGHTS buried deeply because we had no 
place to go with them, nobody to 
talk about them with. 

And so we find that our second 
round often touches on things 
that are closer to our hearts. 
Things that usually come up only 
during the sleepless hours of 
the night, when there is nobody 
around, and the best we can hope 
for is to fall asleep and forget 
that the issue ever came up.

During our second round we 
may hear about a daughter sink-
ing into the black hole of mental 
illness, loved ones with dementia 
on the immediate horizon, the 
sense of powerlessness when the 
next generation starts making all 
the decisions in the family, or the 
incredible joys of holding a new-
born grandchild for the first time.  
We all see ourselves in the stor-
ies we hear. That’s how we love 
one another. We listen well.
 
WALKING TOGETHER
Former U.S. Surgeon General 
Vivek Murthy says that the num-
ber one killer of men in America 
is not heart disease, cancer or 
obesity; it’s loneliness. As life 
progresses, many men feel in-
creasingly isolated. The general-
ly competitive nature of our work 
environments, along with the 
perceived risks associated with 
admitting needs and weakness-
es, leaves many men carrying 
their burdens alone. Retirement 
often cuts off even the superficial 
work-related connections that 
kept our isolation at bay. 

When we retired, we did not 
suddenly become bastions of em-
pathy and unconditional positive 
regard. We still like to hear our-
selves talk. We still have petty 
prejudices. We still have little 
patience for endless verbal diar-
rhea. That’s why we only meet 
for an hour and a half per week. 
But during that period we are 
committed to one thing, and one 
thing only: excellence in listen-
ing. 

And as we listen, we discover 
real life, real joys, real tragedy, 
and, for that brief moment, we 
walk together, and we feel like 
somebody cares enough to pay 
attention. And we experience a 
greater sense of belonging, in 
what may otherwise just feel 
like a large, impersonal church. 
We are the Sleepless Knights. 

Franchises available every-
where. 

Editorial / Letters

WE ARE THE SLEEPLESS KNIGHTS.
We meet every Monday morning at 9:30 am. That time keeps 

the young, fast-talking bucks from taking over. That’s when most 
of them are out working. We are retired. We need some time by 
ourselves, time not pretending we’re busy, like the young bucks. 
Officially, our name indicates that we are servants of a God who 
neither sleeps nor slumbers. In reality, perhaps it has more to do with 
the number of times we get up each night. You know what I mean. 
We open our meeting with a simple prayer. We thank 
God for each person present, and we pray that we may be 
good listeners – for that’s why we come together. To lis-
ten attentively to whatever anyone wants to talk about. 
Our group is small enough that in an hour and a half we manage 
to go around the room twice to give everyone two opportunities 

to say what is on their heart or mind. What we did since the last 
time we met, trips, health concerns, issues with children and grand-
children, victories, celebrations, failures, ongoing challenges.  
To the untrained ear these may seem like mundane subjects, even 
boring. Nothing like the lofty spiritual conversations you may hear in 
other small group meetings and Bible studies. But we are not about 
telling inspiring stories. We are about intentionally listening well.  

‘THAT’S HOW WE LOVE’ 
You’d be surprised how rarely good listening happens in ordinary 
life. We seem to be surrounded by people who are ready to interrupt, 
change the subject, take over the conversation, have a better story or 
offer unsolicited advice.

So we decided to work harder at becoming better listeners. As a 
gift to one another, and perhaps, after much practice, a gift to others 
in our sphere of influence. 

Our rules do help: no interrupting, cross-talk or cell-phones.  
We just listen. Listen to sometimes rambling accounts of conflicts be-
tween our children, or about when a car broke down, or about some 
TV program that was particularly interesting. And as we listen we are 
also reminded of things in our own life, things that perhaps we had 

John Vandonk  |  Guest Editor    

John is a former pastor, who, after multiple careers in construction, as a truck driver, 
software sales person, dairy farm manager, and pool and spa equipment repair 
technician, recently retired, but still helps out at CrossPoint CRC in Chino, CA.

MOVED BY THE SPIRIT 
Amy MacLachlan wrote a beauti-
ful article (“Finding Happy,” July 
23) in which she asked “How 
would you finish the sentence, 
‘Happiness is . . .’?”  

It is a hot summer day as I 
email you my response. A day 
to catch up on articles from past 
issues, and Amy’s is one such 
article. As I sit and reflect, a 
beautiful, recent memory popped 
into mind. A phone call came late 
one evening from a hospital room 
somewhere in B.C; a voice I had 
not heard in a long, long time. 
A confession from my brother-
in-law about how I had been on 
his mind and in his thoughts over 
the years, especially when I lost 
my husband, his younger broth-
er. A sadness he carried from 
what he confessed to be neglect 
on his part in not supporting me 
in that loss. An admiration and 
a brotherly love he held for me 
over the years as a cherished sis-
ter-in-law and how he felt now 
he must tell me that as well. His 
health is seriously compromised, 
and his stay in the hospital has 
given him time to reflect. At the 

age of 88 and with failing health, 
he felt compelled to share what 
was on his heart while he was 
still able. 

After we said our goodbyes I 
sat in my chair for a long, long 
time. An indescribable joy and 
peace flooded my being. Joy at 
this point is deeper than happy! 
Someone validated me as a per-
son. Someone cared enough 
to call and share his innermost 
thoughts and feelings. How 
brave, how sweet, how caring! I 
was so touched. 

I learned a lesson that night. 
When the Holy Spirit moves me 
to put into action the positive 
thoughts I am thinking, act on 
it!  Share your thoughts. Make 
someone happy!  

Diane Vroom
Orangeville, Ont. 

ORIGINAL MATCHMAKERS
Christian Courier, aka Calvin-
ist Contact, had a matchmaking 
site long before that was popular. 
I wonder how many successful 
marriages can be attributed to the 
ads in this paper? My parents . . . 

 Cornelia Hordyk 

If you value CC and its independent, faith-based journalism, there 
are many ways you can help build awareness and momentum of 
this campaign. Here are some ideas (have more? Write to us!): 

•	 Write us a brief note about what CC means to you. Why 
you are a subscriber or contributor? We’ll publish your 
responses in print or online! 

•	 Share! When you’ve donated, share CC’s Canada Helps 
page or this story onto your own social media channels 
and let your network know it is a cause close to you. Or 
go analog: clip this article and post it on your church’s 
bulletin board.

•	 Be an ambassador and distribute a package of free 
samples. Ask us for your free package of 20 issues for 
your church, Christian school or friends to help reach 
new readers.

•	 #PreserveThis – what are the unique skills or hobbies 
you have that are worth preserving? Send us a brief 
description and photos or post on social media using 
#PreserveThis.

Send your replies or questions to
 jennifer@christiancourier.ca! 

HOW TO 
TAKE PART IN 

CC’S CAMPAIGN
Rooted& 
Growing

  2018 FALL APPEAL 
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AHMAD* AND HANIYA* WERE 
living in a Middle Eastern nation 
when the Holy Spirit lit an ember 
inside their hearts. Despite the 
persecution against Christians in 

their country, they began to won-
der if Jesus was the truth.

When they moved to Western 
Canada, they were free to pur-
sue Christianity – but living in a 
foreign land, they did not know 
where to begin their search.

Then they found the church pa-
stored by Ray De Lange, a Reso-
nate Global Mission missionary, 
and the ember sparked a fire.

“They started coming to our 
worship services and Thursday 
evening prayer group meetings,” 
said Ray. “About four weeks lat-

 CRC Ministries within Canada

YOU MIGHT SEE THE small words 
on the bottom of this page alerting 
you to the fact that “this page is 
made possible through a partner-
ship with CRC Ministries within 
Canada.” You might wonder what 
that means, or what makes this 
page different than the rest of the 
content of the Christian Courier.

The Christian Reformed 
Church in North America is try-
ing a pilot project with CC where 
we partner with them for one 
page of space in select issues. 
There are several reasons behind 
this initiative. For example, the 
CRCNA supports the mission/
vision of CC and wants to show 
that in our communications strat-
egy. Similarly, Christian Courier 
supports the mission/vision of 
the CRCNA and wants to help 
us promote resources, events and 
opportunities such as the Canadi-
an National Gathering in Edmon-
ton (May, 2019).

Ultimately, the reasons for this 
partnership boil down to this fact:

Within the Canadian congrega-
tions and ministries of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church, there is 
much to be excited about. We 
want to leverage every communi-
cation channel available in order 
to spark conversation with local 
church members and other Jesus 
followers about these things, so 
that together we can increase in 
our collective practices of faith.

Political engagement, aborig-
inal ministry, diaconal support, 
international community devel-
opment, church planting support 

and growth, youth ministry, faith 
formation, seminal events, Chris-
tian education, social justice…
the list goes on and on and on. 
The CRCNA does so many good 
things in Canada that sometimes I 
think our biggest challenge is not 
just doing the work, but commu-
nicating it in such a way that we 
find partners, healthy critics, and 
significant supporters of those 
things across Canada.

We hope that this space will 
create some room for all those 
things. You will see here topical 
matters on social issues, descrip-
tions celebrating current minis-
try, advertisements for events or 
items we know the church can 
benefit from and more.

In order to work well, we need 
engagement from all parts of the 
church. We need people from all 
sides of an issue coming togeth-
er and giving their best thinking. 
Whether the issue is discipleship, 
euthanasia, the Summer Jobs pro-
gram, youth ministry, immigra-
tion, evangelism, climate policy 
or the reality of decisions about 
Christian places of education, the 
work of the church is not fulsome 
unless there is broad engagement.

This page is one place where 
we hope this kind of engagement 
might be fostered. So join in as 
you see material here. Comment 
through the Courier, speak of the 
issues directly with people from 
your church or reach out to the 
authors you will find here.

Let us grow in our faith togeth-
er as iron sharpens iron.  

This page is made possible through a partnership with CRC Ministries within Canada.

crcna.org/Worship

Worship . . . help!? 

Worship Ministries Endorsed Coaches 
meeting your need on your time. 

See the growing list of available coaches at crcna.org/worship

Workshops . Mentoring . Coaching 
Individual . Small Group . Whole Church

ENGAGING THE 
CHANGING SHAPE OF 
MISSION IN CANADA

A PARTNERSHIP ON PAPER? 
Rev. Darren C. Roorda  |  cmd@crcna.org   

Darren is the Canadian Ministries Director of the Christian Reformed Church in 
North America.

vitation.
“It’s like a fisherman having 

fish jump into his boat,” he said.
Ray has been discipling Ah-

mad and Haniya since they began 
coming to his church. Their love 
for Jesus is fervent, and they are 
passionate about sharing the truth 
of Jesus as Saviour with others. 
They often go with Ray into the 
streets to join in God’s mission in 
their community. 

“The world is at our doorstep,” 
said Rich. “I’m passionate that 
we wake up to the reality and op-
portunity that God’s mission is 
all around us.”

He notes that the worldwide 
movement of people offers a 
unique opportunity for church-
es to engage mission. Resonate 
provides resources for churches 
to host mission events and join 
in God’s work – not only abroad, 
but in local neighbourhoods.

“Every church is a mission-
al church,” said Rich. “Just like 
every person in every church is a 
missionary in the sense that ev-
ery one of us is called to join in 
God’s mission.” 

*Names changed for security.

Cassie Westrate  

Cassie Westrate

Cassie is the Communications Specialist at Reson-
ate Global Mission.

VISIT
resonateglobalmission.org/
mission to get started.

er, they prayed to receive Jesus as 
their Lord and Saviour.”

North America is becoming in-
creasingly diverse and multicul-
tural. There are many faiths and 
cultures present. When Christian 
Reformed Home Missions and 
Christian Reformed World Mis-

sions joined to form Res-
onate Global Mission, it 
opened a unique opportu-
nity to join in God’s work.

“[We’re] living into the 
reality that mission is to 
everywhere, from every-
where,” said Rich Braaks-
ma, Resonate’s Regional 
Mission Leader for West-

ern Canada. “We know God is 
stirring something up. We want 
to partner with him in that.”

Ray and his wife, Angie, are 
Resonate’s first missionaries 
to North America, from North 
America. They moved from the 
United States to the Greater Van-
couver area in Canada to minister 
to people like Ahmad and Haniya 
with a Muslim background. 

Most are open to the Gospel. 
Hungry, even. Many regularly 
walk into Ray’s church without 
knowing anyone and without in-
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SHORTLY BEFORE BECOMING 
Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau 
spoke of paddles and a canoe to 
describe the economy and en-
vironment: “Unless you have 
both, you won’t get to where you 
are going.” The “environment and 
economy go hand-in-hand” argu-
ment was applied most recently in 
the government’s approval of the 
Trans Mountain pipeline expan-
sion project. The problem with 
this argument is that it implies 
that the environment and econ-
omy exist on equal footing, and 
ignores the fact that the economy 
exists within the environment, 
not the other way around. 

Many recognize that the tran-
sition to a clean energy economy 
will require a gradual reduction of 
oil and gas consumption. The taps 
cannot be turned off overnight. 
Many also recognize that oil, gas 
and coal workers, as well as work-
ers in other sectors, will be affect-
ed and a just transition is needed 
for them and their families. One 
thing is certain; this is not the time 
for oil sands expansion.

Since 2011, KAIROS Canada 
has called for no further approvals 
for tar sands projects, including 
pipelines to export bitumen or li-
quefied natural gas. This position 
was based on the projected carbon 
emissions, impacts on land and 
biodiversity, and implications for 
the rights of Indigenous peoples. 
A 2016 Oil Change International 
study found that in order to have 
a 50 percent chance of limiting 
global warming to 1.5°C, 85 per-
cent of global reserves of oil, gas 
and coal must not be extracted 
or burned. A recent Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) report found that limiting 
warming to 1.5°C above pre-in-
dustrial levels, instead of 2°C, is 
critical in order to significantly 
reduce the risks of flooding, ex-
treme drought, sea level rise and 
loss of biodiversity, among other 
climate-induced impacts. Can-
ada recognizes the need to limit 
warming to 1.5°C, but current 
measures to reduce emissions will 
fall far short of this target. Much 
more needs to be done if we want 
to avoid these impacts. 

IN TRANSITION
In the Pan Canadian Framework 
for Clean Growth and Climate 
Change, the federal government 
outlined policies to reduce GHG 
emissions to 30 percent below 
2005 levels by 2030. Yet these re-
duction measures are undermined 
by the upstream emissions from 
the Trans Mountain and Line 3 
expansion projects, as well as 
proposed oil mining operations 
in the tar sands, such as the Teck 
Resources Frontiers Mine. Ac-
cording to the Canadian Environ-
mental Assessment Agency, the 
Trans Mountain pipeline alone is 
projected to increase greenhouse 
gasses from new oil production 
by up to 15 megatonnes. Further-
more, the National Energy Board 
projects that Canada’s oil sands 
bitumen production will continue 
to grow to 2040.

The world is already in transi-
tion towards a low carbon econ-
omy. Now is the time for sig-
nificant investment in renewable 
energy sources, training and sup-
port for fossil fuel workers and 
their families, remediation of oil 
and gas wells, and electrification 
of our transit systems – not oil 
sands expansion. The $4.5 billion 
the government invested in the 
Trans Mountain pipeline would 
go a long way towards achieving 
this future.

THE NEGOTIATING TABLE
KAIROS’ position on the tar 
sands has also been guided by 
concern for Indigenous rights. 
Proposed fossil fuel projects in 
the last decade have had profound 
implications for reconciliation 
with Indigenous peoples in Can-
ada. The Trans Mountain pipeline 
is no exception. As the Right Rev 
Mark McDonald, the National In-

digenous Bishop of the Anglican 
Church of Canada has said of the 
Trans Mountain expansion pro-
ject, “the way that this pipeline 
project has unfolded is an insult 
to the concept of reconciliation.” 

The pipeline violates the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples and Section 
35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. 
Several First Nations along the 
route do not consent to having 
the pipeline run through their ter-
ritories and are challenging the 
National Energy Board’s review 
process, arguing that it failed to 
respect Indigenous title and vio-
lated Indigenous peoples’ right to 
free prior and informed consent. 
While the government argues 
that extensive consultation took 
place, Indigenous peoples are ab-
sent from the negotiating table. 
High-level meetings between the 
provinces or between the prov-
inces and the federal government 
have yet to include Indigenous 
representation. 

Earlier this year, members of 
Tsleil-Waututh invited KAIROS 
and other faith leaders to stand 
with them on Burnaby Mountain 
at the Kinder Morgan Westridge 
Terminal to protest the Trans 
Mountain pipeline and stand in 
defence of the waters and the 
land. Some risked arrest, while 
others affixed prayers to the We-
stridge Terminal fence or prayed 
and sang in solidarity with those 
gathered. All stood in hope that 
we can and must secure a better 
future for the land and waters and 
our grandchildren. 

  

News

KINDER MORGAN CONCERNS
The government should invest in renewables, not more pipelines.  |  Beth Lorimer

Beth Lorimer

Beth is the Ecological Justice 
Program Coordinator for 
KAIROS Canada. She has a 
Masters of Environmental 
Studies from York U.

THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT 
oil has been a large economic 
driver for the province of Al-
berta, and we have not been 
very responsible with that pre-
cious non-renewable resource. 
(By the way, for many years 
now, revenues from gambling 
and tobacco and liquor sales 
have put far more money into 
provincial coffers than royalties 
from oil extraction.) We are now 
moving into an era that will rely 
less and less on oil to power the 
world, but we’re still an awful 
long way from weaning our-
selves off oil altogether, and the 
alternatives are not completely 
rosy for the environment either. 
Here are some questions that I, 
as an admitted non-expert, have 
for those who argue against any 
further development of the oil 
sands and/or the building of 
pipelines to get Alberta’s oil to 
tidewater.

DON’T SUBSTITUTE; REDUCE
What is the full environmental 
cost of moving away from oil 
to alternative energy sources? 
For example, the manufac-
ture and eventual disposal of 
hybrid and fully electric cars 
result in  hazardous waste and 
pollution. In Alberta and other 
places with no access to water 
power, electricity production 
involves burning coal or natural 
gas with a concomitant increase 
in greenhouse gases. Wind tur-
bines also require massive 
batteries to store power when 
they aren’t turning. They create 
noise pollution and are hazards 
to both birds and bats. 

Instead of looking for al-
ternative energy sources to 
maintain our energy status quo, 
shouldn’t we be exploring ways 
to eliminate the need for energy 
to fuel such an unsustainable 
mode of transportation as the 
personal automobile, as well as 
many of the other energy hog-
ging technologies to which we 
are addicted?

MADE IN CANADA
Given that oil will fuel the 
world for decades to come, is it 
not foolish to let countries like 
the USA, Saudi Arabia, Russia 
and Iran garner all the econom-
ic benefits from the extraction 
and sale of their oil including, 
ironically, their sale to Canada? 
Our oil is extracted as cleanly 
as anyone’s and shouldn’t our 
political stability and relatively 
robust human rights environ-
ment encourage us to harvest 
our God-given carbon resour-
ces rather than keeping them 
in the ground only to let other 
countries profit from our un-
founded moral qualms?

DROP IN THE BUCKET
If Canada and its 37 million 
people suddenly ceased to exist, 
would it make any appreciable 
difference to the production of 
greenhouse gases world-wide? 
Our population is tiny relative 
to most developed countries 
and miniscule in comparison to 
developing behemoths such as 
India and China who want the 
same economic standard of liv-
ing as the so-called developed 
countries.

REDUCE APPETITES
Isn’t our world-wide reliance 
on petroleum products just one 
piece of our over-the-top con-
sumptive lifestyles? Rather than 
looking for more carbon neu-
tral energy sources, shouldn’t 
we be asking questions about 
how to greatly reduce our vor-
acious appetites for more and 
more energy in general? Rather 
than assuming that economic 
growth must continue ad infin-
itum, shouldn’t we be exploring 
what an economy of enough 
might look like?  

Robert Bruinsma

Bob, Professor of Education 
Emeritus, has lived 56 of his 
72 years in the Province of 
Alberta.

AN ‘ENOUGH’ ECONOMY
An Albertan raises some questions about oil, 
pipelines and energy consumption in general. 
Robert Bruinsma



8      SEPTEMBER 10, 2018     |     CHRISTIAN COURIER

Reviews

trademark of Francis’ life, helps 
overshadow some of his faux pas 
and neutralizes some opposition. 

Perhaps some popularity is 
the result of persistent efforts 
by maverick Catholic publisher 
Maryknoll Books to flog 11 
books by Francis since 2013: 
encyclicals, homilies, private ad-
dresses to Catholic leaders and 
public speeches made around the 
world. As evidence of Orbis’ edi-
torial leaning, only three titles by 
Francis’ predecessors John Paul 
II and Benedict XVI grace the 
Orbis line. Surely shorthand ec-
clesiastical politics hides coded 
in the Orbis catalogue. But every 
family has its quarrels. Prot-
estant publishers like Fortress, 
Thomas Nelson, Eerdmans and 
Zondervan et al. also engage in 
such literary dustups, intention-
ally or not, though with much 
shorter individual theological 
histories than the Romans

A GLANCE AT THE BOOK
That backstory offers a need-
ed perspective for reading Pope 
Francis’ With the Smell of the 
Sheep: The Pope Speaks to 
Priests, Bishops and Other Shep-
herds. Editor Giuseppe Merola 
chose 53 mostly short speeches, 
with considerable care, though in 
an order whose logic I can’t dis-
cern. The pieces run under these 
consecutive categories: “Chrism 
Masses,” “Meetings with 
Priests” (the longest section), 
“Priestly Formation,” “Meet-
ing with Bishops,” “Christmas 
Greetings to the Roman Curia” 
and “Other Occasions.”

Repetition is unavoidable in 
occasional pieces written by one 
author in the few years since 
2013. That the pope repeats anec-
dotes in several places shows 
consistency, not laziness. What 
preacher hasn’t rewarmed the 
same sermon time and again? 
Thus, whether addressing parish 
priests or bishops, in several ad-
dresses Francis plays variations 
on necessary characteristics and 
virtues of the pastoral vocation. 
Whether his audience are prelates 
or pastors in small multi-parish 
charges, Francis emphasizes such 
virtues as humility, vulnerabil-
ity, transparency, benevolence, 

A GLIMPSE INTO POPE FRANCIS’ 
MIND AND HEART

CONSIDERING THAT THE POPE is commonly called “the Holy Father,” 
it might come as a surprise that Pope Francis has been the target of 
pretty unholy criticism from certain church leaders, lay and ordained. 
First Things, the journal founded by the late Richard John Neuhaus – 
once progressive Lutheran pastor turned conservative Catholic priest 
– regularly publishes articles sharply opposed to Francis’ speeches, 
writings, theology and activities. 

CRITICISM OF POPE FRANCIS
The Dictator Pope, initially published as an electronic book, launched 
the longest and angriest attack to date on Pope Francis in late 2017. 
Its author, British historian Henry Sire, worked in the Vatican for a 
year early in Francis’s incumbency. He wrote the first edition under 
the pseudonym Marcantonnio Colonna, because he was wary of Vati-
can reaction; he went public in the second expanded edition now also 
in hard copy. 

Sire’s jihad focuses on the Pope’s alleged authoritarianism. Wheth-
er it is a vengeful screed or bears significant validity is hard to dis-
cern. Sire himself worked at the Vatican for a year after Francis’ elec-
tion, but never offered personal reasons for leaving. Whatever the 
case, after five years this pope has consistently attracted criticism to 
his person and actions. 

For example, regardless of where they sit on the theological or pol-
itical spectrum, many have criticized Pope Francis for insufficiently 
responding to the continuing scandal of sexual abuse by priests. Until 

recently, he did little about ser-
ious accusations against a Chil-
ean bishop. Finally, in April he 
publicly apologized, an action 
that the Washington Post called 
“something impossible for 
Trump” (April 15, 2018). As a 
further sign that the church is 
now trying to clean its Chilean 
house, all 34 bishops resigned 
in May. Francis has accepted 
three resignations and said he 
might accept more. Giving clear 
reasons for that would help his 
dented reputation. 

Some of the pope’s inaction 
in Chile results from his regular 
practice of following nation-
al church leaders’ decisions on 
official affairs. Thus when Can-
ada’s Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission recommended that 
he come to Canada to apolo-
gize for abuses in the residential 
school system, the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 

decided not to invite him. Francis honoured that decision, even after 
Parliament’s recently passed near-unanimous resolution to do so.  

STILL A POPULAR POPE
Regardless, many remain attracted to the pontiff’s common touch 
and kindly public demeanour. His simple wardrobe of white robes 
and black brogues instead regal garb and traditional red slippers; his 
choice to live in Vatican apartments instead of the papal residence; 
his regular critiques of consumer culture all appeal to believers and 
unbelievers in our egalitarian age. That unaffected simplicity, long a 

fraternity, patience, presence, 
perseverance in trials. He fre-
quently apologizes for the sexual 
abuse scandal, though corrective 
actions haven’t always been ad-
equate or effective.

The pope often quotes both 
Jesus’ apothegms and stories and 
St. Paul’s direct instructions as 
sources for these ancient pastoral 
norms for all Christian pastors. 
His exhortations freshen pas-
toral vocation and life with new 
breezes of candour, grace and 
compassion, all mined from his 
decades as a parish pastor, arch-
bishop and cardinal. Wherever 
Francis goes, he defines himself 
as a shepherd of sheep, whether 
the flock be the poor in Argen-
tine barrios or the powerful of 
Rome’s Curia. Francis knows his 
flock, even if not all the sheep are 
enamoured of their shepherd. 

ENLIGHTENING AND 
PROVOCATIVE
He embellishes the talks with 
practical, sometimes humourous 
anecdotes from his own experi-
ence or that of colleagues. One 
memorable story lands a double 
whammy on rival faith groups, 
contrasting Protestant perse-
verance in an Argentine village 
and Catholic pastoral neglect. 
Francis cites a young missionary 
priest who visited a town that 
hadn’t seen a priest in two years. 
A woman “began insulting him . 
. . ‘You abandoned us . . . and I, 
who need the Word of God had 
to go to Protestant worship and 
I became a Protestant.” To that 
rebuke, the priest simply replied, 
“Forgive us, forgive us. We aban-
doned the flock.” With that, the 
woman’s tone changed and she 
offered him coffee. When he was 
about to leave, she said, “Stop, 
Father. Come,” opening her 
closet “and there was the image 
of Our Lady. ‘You must know, I 

hid her because of the pastor, but 
she’s in the home.” Still, she re-
mained a Protestant.

Besides the honesty and down-
to-earth quality of these talks, 
Francis also reveals a bold, al-
most irreverent comic streak. 
When speaking of “Mother 
Church” and the danger of priests 
forsaking the calling to evangel-
ize, he speaks in odd yet telling 
mixed metaphors, “If the Church 
is not mother, it’s sad to say she 
becomes a spinster, but that’s 
how it is. She bears no fruit. . . 
She’s a little aged. . . We must 
rejuvenate her, but not by taking 
her to the plastic surgeon, no!”

In all, this fascinating glimpse 
at the mind and heart of Pope 
Francis shows him at his popular 
pastoral best. These speeches are 
all transcribed word for word, 
which preserves their authenti-
city. Judicious copy editing 
could have given them more con-
sistent flow. Also, in many places 
those unfamiliar with Roman jar-
gon might stumble, so keep your 
Google dictionary a click away. 
In other places these official 
translations from Italian or Span-
ish are lumpy and awkward, as 
in the non-English “formators.” 
Virtually transcribed from Ital-
ian “formatori,” a far better and 
clearer translation is “trainers.”

Regardless, this book provided 
two weeks of comfortable early 
morning reflection. To pop my 
Protestant bubble I’ll be look-
ing for more of Pope Francis’ 
writings as well as those of his 
critics. 

WITH THE SMELL OF THE 
SHEEP: THE POPE SPEAKS TO 
PRIESTS, BISHOPS AND OTHER 
SHEPHERDS
Giuseppe Merola, ed., 
Maryknoll Books, 2017

James Dekker

Jim Dekker

Jim lives in St. Catharines, 
Ont. reviewing books, de-
spairing of ever catching up 
with weeks of neglecting 
overgrown and weed-in-
fested gardens. Bicycling 
is better aerobic exercise 
anyway. 
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eo game industry and the earliest 
social networks. It’s a different, 
affecting approach to depicting 
technology and the impact it has 
on people. Often stories about 
settings like this turn all the char-
acters into ciphers, making them 
more like computers by making 
them less than human. But Halt 
and Catch Fire uses the restless-

A SHOW THAT KEPT CHANGING its shape, Halt and Catch Fire began 
as a show about computer programmers in 1980s Dallas. The central 
cast was small. Joe MacMillan, formerly of IBM, joins a small com-
puter company with plans to create a new personal computer. There, he 
meets Cameron Howe, a young programmer; Gordon Clark, longtime 
employee of the company; and Donna Clark, Gordon’s wife. Over the 
course of the show, these characters constantly shift their roles and 
relationships as they try to keep up with the ever-changing nature of 
the technology sector. Eventually the show covers more than a decade 
as we witness the first Silicon Valley boom, the emergence of the vid-

er of four, but Peterson saw that 
these saints and others were, like 
her, simply people trying to live 
holy lives on the edges of society. 
By telling their stories alongside 
her own, Peterson creates a larger 
narrative about the difficult busi-
ness of authentic living and the 
deep soul work of honesty. 

This is a beautifully crafted 
book. Peterson creatively offers 
us a model of the faithful life as 
a conversation among believ-
ers. Across the divisions of time, 

IT IS POPULAR THESE DAYS to call memoir creative non-fiction. A flat-
tening expression, at first glance, unless we lean in, look more closely 
and ask questions. In the telling of our stories, what craft is at work? 
If we look at our lives creatively, what meaning can we find or make?

In Mystics and Misfits: Meeting God Through St Francis and Other 
Unlikely Saints, Christiana N. Peterson crafts the story of her fami-
ly’s life in a Mennonite farming community in the American Midwest. 
She and her husband Matthew moved there seeking to live a simple, 
grounded and faithful life with their young children. But living in in-
tentional community is difficult and life anywhere fills with seasons of 
anxiety and grief. Pulled between her ideals and life’s exhausting reali-
ty, Peterson found comfort in the stories of some of the Church’s oddest 
saints. Francis of Assisi, Margert Kempe, Simone Weil, and Dorothy 
Day were surprising kindred spirits for a low-church Protestant moth-

CONVERSATIONS ACROSS THE AGES

And then Schrader just wrecks 
it. He puts on a suicide vest and 
blows it up. He ravages the film 
like a CEO ravages Earth. Tolli-
ver, for no reason, turns into an 
abusive narcissist, Jeffers into a 
cable-TV prosperity gospeller. 
Amanda Seyfried’s character 
fares worse: turns out she’s just 
here to provide the kind of spirit-
ual revival that wears a skirt. 
(Of course a gorgeous woman in 
her 30s falls in love with a de-
pressed old man. This is totally 
believable and not at all the kind 

IN FIRST REFORMED, PAUL SCHRADER, the CRC’s most famous apos-
tate, does something I’ve never seen any filmmaker do. He gives us, 
for at least an hour, the most subtle and intelligent Christian movie 
since Tarkovsky–a work that blends prophetic witness with an almost 
Jamesian delicacy of social observation. Ernst Tolliver (Ethan Hawke) 
is the lonely proprietor of a historic New England church that is kept 
open–partly as place of worship, partly as tourist trap–by the gener-
osity of Pastor Jeffers (Cedric the Entertainer), minister of the local 
megachurch. Though their approaches differ, they are both shown to 
be principled Christian men. Thus, as Tolliver gets drawn into eco-
terrorism via his friendship with a troubled parishioner, and a conflict 
between the two pastors becomes inevitable, the film seems ripe for 
a properly tragic confrontation, one that will force us all to reflect on 
what it means to follow Christ on a planet we are destroying.

SCHRADER’S MISSED OPPORTUNITY

FIRST REFORMED
Directed by Paul Schrader
Released: May 18, 2018

A REMARKABLY HUMAN LOOK AT 
TECHNOLOGY AND ITS EFFECTS

HALT AND CATCH FIRE
AMC series
June 1, 2014 – October 14, 2017 

Adam Fleming Petty

ness of the technology sector as a 
yardstick for measuring the char-
acters’ own desires to shift and 
change, their relationships push-
ing and pulling with every dip in 
the stock market. It’s a remark-
ably human way of looking at the 
effect technology has on our lives, 
an effect that grows more and 
more consequential every day. 

MYSTICS AND MISFITS: 
MEETING GOD THROUGH 
ST. FRANCIS AND OTHER 
UNLIKELY SAINTS
Christiana N. Peterson 
Herald Press, 2018

Katie Munnik

space and traditions, honest per-
sonal stories can make communi-
ty. But the community Peterson 
finds is a seeking one. These pag-
es are filled with a deep hunger 
for encounter not only with holi-
ness, but also with the Holy One. 
This book calls us to fully enter 
our world – whatever its partic-
ular circumstances might be – to 
meet there the incarnate creator 
God who loves with love that is 
fully human and fully divine. 

Philip Christman

of plot twist aging male writers 
throw into their stories to escape 
the purgatorial boredom of writ-
ing.) As Tolliver stares into a 
mirror while wrapping himself 
with, I swear this really hap-
pened, a barbed-wire cilice, you 
realize what’s going on: Schra-
der got bored and decided to just 
remake Taxi Driver. You half-ex-
pect Tolliver to yell You talkin’ to 
me?! into God’s Bergmanesque 
silence.   

Philip Christman

Phil writes and teaches in 
Ann Arbor, MI. He is the editor 
of the Michigan Review of 
Prisoner Creative Writing.

Adam Fleming Petty

Adam’s work has appeared in 
many venues, including the 
Paris Review Daily, Electric 
Literature and Real Life. He 
lives in Indianapolis with his 
wife and two daughters.

Katie Munnik

Katie is an Ottawa writer 
living in Wales with her hus-
band and three growing kids. 
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CrossinG the Line
boundaries protect both church leaders and parishioners.  |   Marg Van herk- Paradis

JODY HAS ALWAYS eNJOYeD SerVING OtHerS. But late-
ly life has become a little too stressful, and she finds 
herself scattered and tired in all parts of life: with her 
children, her husband, and her staff and congregants. 
She begins to ask herself, “I’m always helping others, 
does anyone care about me?” Being a self-sufficient 
kind of person, she is taken aback one day when after 
an elders meeting, Betty, a long-standing elder, takes 
her aside and comments on how tired she looks. “Is ev-
erything ok?” asks Betty. To Jody’s amazement, a gush 
of words and emotion pour out. Betty listens.

John is a youth leader and has been a “superstar” his 
entire life. He recently participated in a workshop on 

 Marg Van herk- Paradis

 Marg has been a consultant with Credence and Co. since 2015. She 
comes alongside churches, organizations and their leaders as they 
work through conflict, change and renewal. Marg has extensive 
experience in ministry and social services. She lives in Stratford, 
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boundaries and left feeling that it was a waste of his 
time. “More rules and regulations, just what we need. 
Another opportunity to be lectured on the professional 
side of ministry,” he thinks to himself. “I know how 
to read people; how much grey area can there be any-
way?” John ascribes to a model of ministry that has less 
structure and more friendship. “That’s what kids need 
today!” John takes out his phone to catch up on his 
Facebook account where he saw 100 of his youth group 
kids had commented on a post he wrote. “They know 
I’m their friend,” he thinks, “especially those who have 
very few friends.”

These scenarios may seem harmless to some; others 

may cringe. Still others may wonder exactly where the 
line is–how much should Jody be sharing? Should Bet-
ty feel like she has to listen to things she may not have 
anticipated? How close is too close for John and his 
youth group? Do they all need more obvious boundar-
ies? How do you establish boundaries anyway? 

When I was in ministry, many people advised me on 
how to relate and minister to the people I served. Some 
said walk closely beside them like a friend would, 
while others said to keep a safe professional distance 
and never become too close. I struggled to know which 
approach to take, and without consciously knowing it, 
I did both. I was 21 when I began my ministry and I 
watched my colleagues struggle with finding the bal-
ance between these two approaches. Volunteers and 
staff in churches continue to face the same choices. 
We need to create spaces where everyone feels safe, 
and we need to create ongoing formation programs 
that contribute to a healthier church environment. We 
all have needs and are not always sure how to get our 
needs met. How do we know when we’ve gone too far? 

Dr. Brené Brown, author and researcher at the Uni-
versity of Houston, has done extensive research in 
the area of boundaries. In a YouTube video she asks, 
“What boundaries need to be in place for me to stay 
in my integrity and make the most generous assump-
tions about you?” Her question points to the fact that 
boundaries actually benefit both me and you, and they 
need to be set for all of us, all the time. Boundar-
ies should be proactive, not just when something has 
gone wrong or as an afterthought.

The latest research by Rev. Dr. Marie Fortune, Direc-
tor of the Faith Trust Institute, supports this idea. In her 
course, Healthy Boundaries 201: Beyond Basics, she 
offers an interesting perspective on sometimes subtle 
boundary differences: Boundary crossings are ordinary 
occurrences like reaching out to offer a healing touch 
or communicating through words. Boundary violations 
do not consider the other person and can result in harm. 
We, therefore, need to reflect on the purpose of cross-
ing a boundary and in whose interest we do it. This is 
the starting point, but we cannot stop here. We need to 
ask ourselves some questions: What power dynamics 
are at play in our relationships with one another and 
how can we use them for good (and how might they 
harm others without us even realizing it)? What do we 
need to be aware of inside ourselves that could cause a 
boundary violation to occur? What healthy boundaries 
do we need to have in place in order to maintain the 
integrity of the ministerial relationship and to protect 
all people within our community?        

Life can be messy, and it is in the messiness of life 
where we meet people and minister to them. It is for 
this reason that we all need boundaries; they are an es-
sential part of life and ministry for us all. I invite you 
to work towards creating a healthier church culture, to 
engage in conversation, and to offer a sign of hope to 
those who are most in need.  

Cynthia magana; unsplash
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We LIVe IN AN AGe tHAt COULD be characterized as 
lacking in virtue. According to Merriam-Webster, virtue 
is defined as “conformity to a standard of right” or “a 
particular moral excellence.” All it takes is one look at 
the daily news of political corruption and inappropriate 
sexual conduct to recognize the lack of moral excellence 
taking place all around us.

But virtue can also be defined as “a beneficial 
quality or power of a thing.” For something to be 
virtuous, it must contribute to goodness, flourishing 
and moral excellence.

In his letter to the churches in Asia Minor, St. Peter 
encourages the followers of Christ to live a life that is 
characterized by virtue. “For this reason,” says the apos-
tle, “make every effort to add to your faith goodness; 
and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perse-
verance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; 
and to mutual affection, love” (2 Peter 1:5-7).

The characteristics that St. Peter encourages the early 
followers to cultivate in their life are clearly virtuous. 
What is important to note about this inspiring message 
is that it is being communicated to a community be-
ing transformed by the teachings of Jesus; a group of 
people learning how to do daily life together amidst 
great divides.

Jews and gentiles, women and men, rich and poor; 
this was a community of difference. The apostle rec-
ognized that the virtues and character required for the 
Christian life could only be brought about by the power 
of community.

I’ve had many dreams about what life would be 
like when lived intentionally within a community. I 
dreamed of harmonious relationships, a common vi-
sion for social justice, and a living room full of down-
and-out friends and neighbours. Like many in my gen-
eration, I was inspired by the New Monastic movement 
pioneered by folks like Shane Claiborne and Jonathan 

Wilson-Hartgrove.
I dreamed of moving into a low-income neighbour-

hood and planting roots that would extend for decades. 
I would walk to work, waving at the kids next door and 
checking in with the elderly woman sitting on her porch 
across the street. In this dream, I am thriving; it would be 
my own little utopia and I would be so happy about it all.

Fast-forward 10 years, and all I have to say for myself 
is this: how naïve. 

I don’t think my dreams are naïve because these things 
would never be true about my life; I do live in a low-
income neighbourhood with a group of like-minded 
friends, and sometimes the kids do wave back at me on 
my way to work.

I think my dreams are naïve because they propose that 
the only role of community in my life is to change the 
people and places around me.

 And was I ever wrong about that. 
The reality is that living in community is uncomfort-

able. It forces us to confront parts of ourselves that we 
don’t like. It makes us question what we think and be-
lieve. And it asks us not only to learn to put up with 
people who may annoy us or hurt us, but also to love 
them and show them grace and kindness.

“We won’t have community until we develop people’s 
character,” says John Perkins, civil rights leader and 
founder of the Christian Community Development As-
sociation in his book Welcoming Justice: God’s Move-
ment Toward Beloved Community. “Character is formed 
in community, and community cannot be sustained with-
out it.”

Perkins is proposing that the real power of community 
is its ability to shape character, to make a more virtuous 
way of living possible. Could it be that living in com-
munity is the most potent antidote to division in a society 

Virtuous LiVinG 
Living in community changes us.   |   Justin eisinga

Justin eisinga
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Bank in Winnipeg, MB.

bent on building walls and creating echo chambers?
“The Kingdom is to be in the midst of your enemies,” 

said Martin Luther. “And he who will not suffer this 
does not want to be of the Kingdom of Christ; he wants 
to be among friends, to sit among roses and lilies, not 
with the bad people but the devout people.”

The Great Reformer speaks compellingly about the 
love of enemy, just as Jesus did. But the reality is this: 
living with your enemies is not easy, let alone loving 
them. The love of enemy is like a muscle that requires 
the lifting of weights to be strengthened; living in com-
munity is the workout.

The result of this endeavour is what we all should be 
after: the ability to not just tolerate those we do not like, 
but to truly love them. Some days, it seems that this is a 
value all but forgotten in today’s society.

I find solace and inspiration for my own life in the 
unintentional sort of community that is being created in 
downtown Hamilton, Ont., by Matt Thompson and Jea-
nette Eby. Belonging to a small Mennonite community 
called The Commons, Matt and Jeanette are skilled in 
the art of hospitality. They offer up their front lawn for 
community events, host potluck suppers on holidays, 
and allow artists to play shows in their living room to 
crowds of people they have never met. 

In doing so, they have cultivated a virtuous life marked 
by goodness, perseverance and love. It is the kind of life-
style that has the potential to awaken a new vision for 
life within those who witness it. 

Could it be that this kind of lifestyle develops the sort 
of virtue that is required for us to love our enemy?

“We need a place where we learn to be together,” John 
Perkins goes on to say, “where we develop the skills and 
the patience that it will take to give one another grace.”

Learning to be together, developing patience, and 
growing in grace are the virtues so desperately needed 
in this world of division and moral upheaval. Living 
in community with others is the fertile soil; all that is 
needed is for us to plant ourselves in order for the seeds 
of virtue to grow into the blossoming tree of life that our 
neighbourhoods, cities and country are longing for. 

Open music practice at the Commons, Hamilton, Ont.  |  Courtesy of Matt Thompson

A typical Sunday at the Commons, a mennonite community 
living space in Hamilton, Ont. |  Courtesy of Matt Thompson
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NeArLY tHree DeCADeS AGO, I was visiting the library of a local 
provincial university when I noticed its coat of arms near one of 
the elevators. I was astonished to read the Greek motto: Τα πά-
ντα εν Χριστώι συνέστικεν. “In Christ all things cohere.” By that 
time, the university had long ago abandoned its Christian roots, but 
a vestige obviously remained in its official motto, safely locked 
away in a foreign tongue so as not unduly to bother faculty, stu-
dents or administrators.

It’s an old story, of course, and it’s become almost a cliché. A 
particular community of Christians establishes a university to edu-
cate its young people for service to God and neighbour. Sometimes 
the intention is to train ministers for the church, and the school may 
even be associated with a particular ecclesiastical communion. But 
as decades turn to centuries, the institution becomes secularized 
and the demands of the larger society, along with the ideologies 
to which it is captive, end up eroding the original vision. Oxford, 
Cambridge, Harvard, Yale . . . the list goes on.

sLow erosion
How does it happen? Slowly, and certainly not at once. The school 
starts out small, with a core of faculty committed to the vision and 
a small number of adventurous students eager to learn. As the insti-
tution grows, more faculty are hired to teach an increasing number 
of courses in the various disciplines. These may not be as commit-
ted as the original faculty were to the vision, but they are willing to 

LosinG the Vision
David t. Koyzis  |  dtkoyzis@gmail.com
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sign on and find their own place 
within the organization.

Higher student numbers bring 
the need for even more courses, 
and the pressing need for in-
structors may prompt adminis-
trators to relax their hiring cri-
teria. Now they bring on board 
those whose connections with 
the original vision are tangen-
tial at best. They have the prop-
er academic credentials, which 
are of increasing importance, 
but the vision becomes only 
one priority among others, to 
be ranked alongside more prac-

tical criteria. As administrators 
retire, new ones are brought up 
from the ranks of faculty, and, 
once again, they may be less 
committed to the vision than 
the people they are replacing. 
Though perhaps not intention-
ally, these proceed to change 
the ethos of the institution as a 
whole.

VanishinG 
By means of this process many 
universities eventually cease to 
be Christian at all, or, if they re-
main such, their confession of 
faith becomes nominal at best. 
Here formal church affilia-
tion is unable to stem the tide. 
The United States in particu-
lar is dotted with small private 
church-related colleges asso-
ciated with historic protestant 
denominations but whose aca-
demic and community lives are 
virtually indistinguishable from 
those of their public counter-
parts. Christians may continue 
to teach at such schools, but 
now they are a beleaguered 
minority, and their attempts to 
teach according to the original 
vision may not be entirely wel-

come in the more pluralistic en-
vironment.

For many institutions it may 
simply be too late to recover the 
original vision. No one is ser-
iously predicting that Harvard 
will become a bastion of Chris-
tian scholarship any time soon, 
though God is fully capable of 
bringing about such a miracle. 
As late as 1951, a young Wil-
liam F. Buckley could cause 
controversy by suggesting that 
Yale was no longer Christian, 
but nearly seven decades later 
no one would seriously contest 
the claim.

For other institutions, there 
may still be time, provided there 
is a core of dedicated people 
willing to do the hard work of 
challenging stakeholders to live 
up to a vision of Christ-centred 
education. But this is possible 
only with a board of trustees 
who themselves are enthusiasts 
for the vision.

In a future column I will make 
several suggestions for securing 
the future of Christian educa-
tional institutions and possibly 
for turning the tide for one that 
has lost its way. 
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WHeN mY SON GOeS tO GrADe 9 this month, there will be a surprise 
waiting for him at his school.

Hanging on the wall in one of the hallways is a picture of me, taken 20 
years ago, as a teacher in his school. 

There are several things about all this that are hard to believe. First, that 
my baby boy is in high school. Second, that it’s already been 20 years 
since I left teaching for a career in communications. And third, according 
to the picture, I used to have a chin. 

In hindsight, there are lots of things I would have done differently as a 
young teacher. There are things I’ve learned since then as a parent. There 
are things I’ve learned watching my former students grow up, get jobs, start 
families and – in one case – become my boss as editor of Christian Courier. 

And then there are things I’ve learned about myself (not only “lay 
off the Doritos, they’ll make your chin disappear in 20 years” but other 
things useful to teachers, too). When Angela and I were discussing this 
month’s column, we thought it might be fun to pass some of those lessons 
on to today’s high school teachers. So, here goes:

these Giant, MuMbLinG Man-ChiLDren were  
babies yesterDay. 
Yes, time flies. Everybody knows that. And for parents, it really does seem 
like just the other day you were collecting bugs in the forest with your 

aDViCe froM a 
reCoVerinG hiGh sChooL teaCher
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boy or teaching your little girl how 
to ride her bike. Teens themselves 
don’t feel this way – childhood is 
a poorly remembered and vaguely 
embarrassing blur a thousand years 
ago. Teachers don’t know this – all 
they see in front of them is a six-
foot tall fedora-wearing, grouchy 
texting machine. Only parents are 
the custodians of a child’s entire 
lifetime of memories. Only parents 
were present when that heart first 
started beating, and they know best 
what is inside it. Listen to them.

asK eVery stuDent to be 
their best. 
The unique role of a teacher is to 
unlock a student’s potential. Teach-
ers see and understand better than 
anyone else – parents included 
– what subjects and ideas and ac-
tivities students are passionate 
about. Cultivate that. Nurture that. 
And demand that where students 
are good at something they be-
come even better and where they 
struggle, that they dig deep within 

themselves to do their very best. 
And when parents push back – 
thinking maybe you’re demanding 
too much – stand firm. High school 
kids are incredibly capable and 
smart, and you’re doing the right 
thing by setting goals for them. 

aDoLesCenCe Can be 
teMPorary insanity. 
My dad – himself a Grade 8 teach-
er for 35 years – used to say that the 
person someone is at 11 is the same 
person they will become again at 

21. In between, kids can get lost 
in a fog of growth and hormones 
and added pressures and respon-
sibilities. If you think back to your 
own time in high school you know 
it’s tough – and we do and say a lot 
of things we later regret. But our 
character, which is formed at an 
early age, is always present. When 
our kids emerge on the other side 
of all the turmoil, they’ll be better 
and stronger people and more like 
who they were before high school 
than who they were during it. 

you neVer Know who they 
wiLL beCoMe. 

The quietest, least engaged stu-
dent in my senior history class 
became a history teacher. The kid 
who never showed any interest 
in sports went on to play varsity 
in university. The kid who was 
an argumentative pain in the butt 
became a lawyer (okay, maybe 
I could have seen that coming). 
The point is, years later you will 
be astounded at who your students 
have become. If you’re a good 
teacher, you will have played a 
positive part in their journey.

But trust me on this – lay off 
the Doritos. 

tHIS SCHOOL YeAr mArKS A CHANGe for our family. It is our youngest 
daughter Janneke’s first year in her community school; she is entering 
Grade 4 at Beacon Christian School in St. Catharines. Prior to this, she 
attended Niagara Children’s Centre School, a small school connected 
with our local children’s rehabilitation centre. The school authority is 
one of six schools in the province of Ontario mandated by the Educa-
tion Act and is part of Ontario’s Ministry of Education.

Niagara Children’s Centre School is unique. It welcomes and works 
with children who have exceptional needs; the students are specifically 
chosen to attend the school, and the program is intentional, providing 
intensive support with the students’ progress. Rachel and Janneke each 
had four great years there, with one of those years overlapping – mak-
ing it a total of seven amazing years.

Unlike other schools that desire to educate for a number of years (pre-
school-8; K-12), this school is meant to be a temporary stop in the journey 
of learning. Some children are in the school for one year, others for several 
years. The tears of the departing families on the last day are clear indica-
tors of the fear and concern parents have for their children who will be 
transitioning into a larger school setting. Some of our community schools 
are well-equipped to welcome children of diverse needs, and some schools 
are not. 

Questions 
I am often asked what Rachel and Janneke actually do in school, par-
ticularly as it relates to the three R’s: reading, ‘riting, and ‘rithmetic. 

Cheers to a new year!
sara Pot |  thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story includes daughters Rachel and Janneke who are severely 
disabled but radiate joy and grace.

How do my non-verbal, severely 
disabled, cognitively-delayed 
children do school?

I believe the answer to this 
question is found in how we view 
education. If we see education as 
a measured pursuit of academic 
excellence with independent and 
economically-skilled youth as the 
outcome, then children like mine 
do not belong. The space is lim-
ited to the survival of the fittest.

If we see education as a lifelong 
journey with our school experi-
ence providing a unique opportun-
ity to live and learn in community, 
to cultivate interdependence rath-
er than independence, then chil-
dren like mine belong. The space 
is safe, generous and welcoming.

thriVinG howeVer  
they Grow
I love the variety of public and 
private community schools in my 
region. I wish for all these schools 
to be accessible to families 
with special needs and for these 
schools to find ways to collabor-
ate. Helping kids thrive however 
they grow and wherever they go is 
a very good idea – and it is also a 
very biblical idea. 

Part of the transition for Janneke 
from her old school to Beacon 
Christian included a class visit this 
past June. Janneke’s soon-to-be 
classmates from Beacon came to 
Niagara Children’s Centre School 
to learn more about Janneke. When 
the students filed into her class-
room, Janneke immediately started 
moving through the school in her 
walker, and the students chose to 
follow her. As they told me later, 
“Mrs. Pot, she’s a great tour guide! 
She showed us her whole school!” 

Knows your naMe
I am trusting that the next step for 
Janneke at Beacon Christian will 
be a good fit. Though I can only 
guess at what she might be think-
ing and processing, I know she 
knew Niagara Children’s Centre 
School to be a safe place where 
she belonged. She loved exploring 
the school in her walker, and she 
had many schoolmates call out her 
name in the hallway every day. 

This coming school year will 
include a lot of watch-and-wait 
and let’s-try-this. Admittedly, I 
am nervous about the classmates’ 
reaction to Janneke’s drool and 
loud hollers. I remind myself that 

it didn’t take long before Rachel’s 
peers adjusted and then were 
quick to defend Rachel’s unique 
abilities to visitors. My hope is 
that Janneke will confidently ex-
plore the hallways of her new 
school, that students will know 
her by name, and that she’ll feel 
safe and welcomed. 

For she is not on her own, but 
she belongs. . . .



14     September 10, 2018      |     Christian Courier

Columns

DoG Days of suMMer
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I’Ve HAD A DOG mOSt OF mY LIFe. 
My heart broke when our collie 
died few years ago. But the time 
wasn’t right to take on another one. 
Did we really need a dog? It’s easi-
er to ride away for the day or take a 
week’s vacation without worrying 
about the family pet. I didn’t miss 
the extra work in the house and 
yard, or the expense of maintaining 
a healthy animal. But every time I 
saw people walking their dogs, or 
some happy-go-lucky canine stick-
ing his head out a car window, an 
undeniable yearning stirred deep in 
my heart.

Jack suggested we switch to a 
smaller breed, something easier 
to manage in the house. I love 
big dogs. I talked him into a 
golden retriever. 

“Okay,” he said, “Just don’t pick 
out the craziest puppy in the litter 
this time.” Fair enough, given my 
track record. So honestly, I did 
come home with the most docile 
pup the breeder had. Could I help 
it he was also the biggest one in 
the bunch? We named him Nor-
ton, after Jack’s vintage motor-
cycle. Both tend to leak a little.

I had forgotten how intense 
puppyhood is. For the first week 

Norton was traumatized if I left 
the room, whimpering and pawing 
whatever door I exited from. At 
bedtime he’d howl mournfully for 
10 minutes. He refused to climb 
stairs, so I carried him. He woke 
at 2:00 a.m. needing to go out-
side and then was up for the day 
at 5:30 a.m. After that, he slept 
most of the morning. I did not. By 
9:00 p.m. I couldn’t keep my eyes 
open. My formerly pristine floors 
were now covered in paw prints, 
drool and fur balls. Why did I want 
a dog? All he had to do was look 
at me with his Bambi eyes (see 
photo) and wag his tail, or cuddle 
up at my feet and all was forgiven.

no seConD Guesses
We’ve made considerable progress 
since then. The sweetheart facade 
gave way to the destructive puppy 
idiot, but he’s still a lot of fun. 
Thanks to Norton I have savoured 
most of the glorious sunrises and 
sunsets this summer. Next spring 
we’ll get an Invisible Fence, which 
will afford both of us considerable 
freedom. In the meantime, Norton 
never goes out unaccompanied. 
His safety is top priority. A tired 
dog is a good dog, so we walk a lot. 

Often my thoughts wax homiletic. 
Norton’s life depends on trust-

ing me and obeying my rules, even 
if he doesn’t like them. He needs 
to respond consistently when I 
call him. There’s some desire to 
please me, but often he’s distracted 
by more interesting things or just 
plainly disobedient. We’ll work on 
that. When I get his food ready he 
sits politely and then makes eye 
contact with me. Only then is he 
allowed to eat. He must acknow-
ledge both gift and giver. It’s about 
respect as well as love. 

Sounds somewhat like my re-
lationship with the Lord. Does he 
ever wonder why, exactly, he cre-
ated me or if he really wants to call 
me his own? I doubt it. He doesn’t 
second guess himself. But I do try 
his patience. I’m frequently scat-
tered or downright willful. And yet 
he surrounds me with good gifts 
and continues training me to rec-
ognize his voice. He keeps me safe 
from myself, all the while shaping 
me into the child he wants me to be. 

For my birthday present Norton 
and I are signing up for obedience 
training. Who knows? I might learn 
something. Can’t teach an old dog 
new tricks? We’ll see! 

peOpLe ACrOSS CANADA and the United States seem to like living by 
double standards. I’m not alluding to religious attitudes or political 
preferences. I’m talking about our bifurcated allegiance to different 
systems of standardized measurement. Even though our governments 
have signed treaties making the Metric System mandatory in global 
trade and scientific work, most of us continue to use Imperial or U.S. 
Customary systems. We measure our weight in pounds, our body 
height in feet and inches, our real estate in acres and our beverages in 
pints and ounces.

This blended cocktail of weights and measures appears harmless, but it 
can invite risk. Some readers will remember the story of the Gimli Glider, 
a Boeing 767 airliner that ran out of fuel in the middle of an Air Cana-
da flight on July 23, 1983. Remarkably, after an emergency landing on 
a drag-racing strip in the small town of Gimli, Manitoba, all eight crew 
members and 61 passengers walked away with only minor injuries. Why 
did the plane take off with less than half the fuel it needed? Pre-flight 
calculations had used the wrong numerical value for the density of jet 
fuel: 1.77 pounds/liter instead of the appropriate metric value of 0.80 
kilograms/liter! 

Even pilots and engineers with above-average math skills are likely 
to make mistakes once in a while. When that happens, we risk losing 
things that are valuable to us, even human lives. If we were to stick with 
a single measurement system, we might reduce the likelihood of mistakes 
large and small. We might take better care of the things and people God 
has entrusted to us. 

MeaninG to Measure 
Matthew walhout  |  Guest Columnist

Matthew is a professor at Calvin College and the chair of Calvin’s department of 
physics and astronomy. 

honest sCaLes
Of course, ensuring the wellbe-
ing of others is the whole point of 
any measurement system. Fair and 
consistent measurements keep us 
honest. They help ensure fair trans-
actions in our marketplaces. Com-
mandments to live by this principle 
are found in the Old Testament. “Do 
not use dishonest standards when 
measuring length, weight or quan-
tity. Use honest scales and honest 
weights, an honest ephah and an 
honest hin” (Lev. 19:35-36). And in 
Deuteronomy, “You must have ac-
curate and honest weights and mea-
sures, so that you may live long in 
the land the Lord your God is giv-
ing you” (25:15, NIV).

Honest measurement is also a 
foundation of the modern rule of 
law. We can’t assume that everyone 
will follow God’s commands to an-

cient Israel, so we look to the state 
to enact principles of fairness. We 
also expect governments to abide 
by these same principles when 
they levy taxes. For instance, the 
Constitution of the United States 
insists that “all duties, imposts and 
excises shall be uniform throughout 
the United States.” In the 1830s, 
a review of U.S. custom-houses 
revealed that ports at various lo-
cations were using different mea-
surement standards and therefore 
levying unequal duties. In essence, 
they were using yardsticks with 
slightly different lengths and scales 
with slightly different calibrations. 
This inequality gave some ports a 
market advantage over others. The 
head of the U.S. Treasury depart-
ment responded by creating the 
Office of Weights and Measures, 
which would establish a common 

set of standards that, by law, every-
one would have to use.

It is clear that measurement 
standards serve a “restraining” 
role in human interactions. In this 
respect, they have close parallels 
to what John Calvin called the first 
and second uses of the law – that 
is, to reveal our inadequacies and 
curb wrongdoing. But measure-
ment standards also serve a more 
positive purpose that should re-
mind us of Calvin’s third use of 
the law, which is to spur us on to 
live good lives. Consider how the 
standardization of radiation expo-
sure measurements enabled the 
development of new cancer treat-
ments and workplace safety pro-
cedures. And think of how timing 
measurements with GPS satellites 
led to the mapping app in your cell 
phone. The point is that under-
standing our systems of measure-
ment can spur us on to imagine 
new ways of living in God’s cre-
ation. This outlook gives us reason 
to cultivate our abilities to perform 
measurements with increasing 
reliability and precision. In next 
month’s column, we will discuss 
the promises and challenges of this 
exciting prospect. 
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tHIS WeeK I’Ve beeN reADING, rather reluctantly I must admit, the news 
of sex abuse scandals at Willow Creek and in the Catholic dioceses of 
Pennsylvania. It’s harrowing, stomach churning stuff, but I am grateful 
for the work of journalists at the New York Times and the Washington 
Post, and for the Pennsylvania grand jury, for bringing this mess into the 
harsh light of day. Truly, they are doing the Lord’s work. 

I’ve also been following the discussion among my clergy peers, 
both in person and online. It’s an understatement to say that this all 
hits uncomfortably close to home, in at least a couple ways. Setting 
aside those dioceses in Pennsylvania or that megachurch in Illinois, 
all of us are sadly familiar with stories of similar transgressions in our 
own communities.

I’ve been part of profitable discussions about developing robust “safe 
church” policies. I’ve overheard rumination about what sort of structural 
influences may be at play in these horror shows: is a church built around 
the charismatic personality of a lead pastor especially susceptible to 
abuse? Does an assumption of “Father knows best” – long a part of 
Catholic culture as I understand it – ward off an appropriate suspicion 
about Father’s activities? I’ve read about various ecclesiastical models 
and speculated on how they might hinder the possibility for abuse to 
take place. I’ve discussed various best practices of holding one another 
accountable, via peer groups, mentorships, and counselling, and so on. 

This too is the Lord’s work. Our lives are well regulated by good policies, 
good practices, good procedures, and in the wake of these catastrophes, it’s 
beneficial to think deeply about these things, to tweak and adjust where 
necessary, and to be ready to reform when systems fail to be the safeguard 

DarK Corners
brian bork  |  reviews@christiancourier.ca

Brian Is CC’s Review Editor and a CRC chaplain at the University of Waterloo and 
Wilfrid Laurier University.

they’re designed to be. I’m grateful 
for these discussions, and for all the 
insight they’ve brought my way.

seLf-DeCePtion
But I do have this nagging thought 
that won’t leave me. I wonder if, 
lurking behind all that good policy 
and procedural talk, is a desire to 
manage this carnage, to keep it 
under our control, to make it into 
something we can understand, or 
even to externalize it. See! If we 
just put such and such a policy in 
place, we’ll have a better handle on 
this sort of stuff! See! Here’s the 
real reason why things went wrong 
at that church.

If that feeling does lurk there, 
I totally understand. But I’m not 
sure how beneficial it is, because 
ultimately, these calamities seem 
to resist understanding. I turn 
them over and over in my head, 
and just when I think a clear 
picture is about emerge, the whole 
thought process goes spinning off 
the spindle, like a warped reel on 
an old movie projector. They just 
don’t make sense.

I suppose that’s because the 
thing these awful stories all have 
in common is that they seem to be 
made possible by our prodigious 
capacity for self-deception, a 
capacity which feeds, parasitically, 

on the very faculty we prize so 
highly: our rational, deliberative 
mind. When I read about the 
cover ups and the self-justification 
and the excuses, it all just seems 
so delusional. And an evil that 
depends on a delusion will always 
resist being fully understood. It 
will also, if it so desires, find a way 
to evade the structural safe guards 
we put in its way.

It’s hard not to despair. I don’t 
know exactly what the road forward 
looks like, but I think we’d profit to 
work this angle – to really reckon 
with the lies we tell ourselves, 
with the darkest corners of our 
hearts – at least as much as we 
discuss managerial wisdom. I do 
know that we have resources in our 
venerable tradition that confront 
this capacity for self-deception 
and delusion head on. The desert 
monastic tradition, which I’ve 
discussed in these pages before, 
found its very reason for being in 
that confrontation. Might it be time, 
amidst all the discussions of good 
policy and procedure, to tap into 
this part of our inheritance? Dare 
I dream of a leadership summit, a 
missional conference, where that 
kind of exploration is first and 
foremost on the agenda? 

HAVING eXpLOreD tHe QUeStION “What is woman?” in my last col-
umn (July 9), it seems only reasonable to follow up, now, with the 
question of man. In asking about man, however, we quickly discov-
er an interpretive problem that didn’t arise in asking about woman. 
In the case of “man” we have to clarify whether we are referring to 
the human in general (“what is man that you are mindful of him”) 
or man as a specific sexed/gendered being different from woman.  
My interest is in the latter question – man as a specific sexed/gendered 
being. But this interpretive problem already points to an important issue 
in any conversation about the identity of man/men. Specifically, that for 
most of history man has been defined as representative of the human. To 
speak of men was to speak of the human, and vice versa. At one level, 
of course, this has been no burden since it has meant a privileging of 
men’s lives and experiences. Yet it is a kind of burden since man must 
now learn to be himself without also being the measure of the human. 

written in the boDy
Man is what my son is becoming as he learns to play the flute, for-
gets to shower after a soccer game, studies for an English exam, or 
talks and argues with his sisters. In these things and many others 
he is sorting out what he cares about, what he enjoys, what he finds 
difficult and what matters to him (or doesn’t). And in all of this we, 
his parents, encourage him to seek the way and service of the risen 
Jesus, since we believe that his identity and ours are found in Jesus. 

what is Man?
roland De Vries  |  rdevries@pcmtl.ca

Roland teaches at The Presbyterian College, Montreal. He likes to explore culture 
and play with words.

Man is what he is becoming 
also as he inhabits a particular 
body – as his voice breaks, and 
he goes from being an alto in the 
choir to being . . . well, his body 
will soon tell him whether he is 
a tenor or bass. In becoming a 
man, he also faces the question 
of what it means that he has re-
ceived this particular body; one 
through which particular kinds 
of intimacy and relationships 
(including fatherhood) are pos-
sible. As we said with woman 
(woman ≠ mother) so we must 
say with man (man ≠ father). 
Yet to become a man is to ac-
knowledge and respond to this 
possibility written in the body. 
My son is becoming a man, and 
will live as a man, in a context 
that has almost nothing to tell 
him about what a man is (though 
our culture has definite ideas 
about what a man should not be). 
He is also becoming a man in a 
culture that continues to privil-
ege the male in important ways, 
but in which there is also real 
suspicion of, or antipathy to-
ward, men. He will have to be-
come himself, in this confusing 

landscape, with grace, humility 
and courage – attending to his 
own self, body and gifts as he 
does so.

hiDDen with Christ
I also am a man, though I find there 
is little I can say about what this 
means. However, if the concept 
of “man” is to have any mean-
ing at all, perhaps we must say 
at least two things: that it entails 
the particularity of the male body, 
and that man’s being and becom-
ing is in relation to one (woman) 
who is distinct from him and 
autonomous in her becoming. 
That is, neither man nor woman 
is the human, but we are the hu-

man as these two, together with 
the not-insignificant number of 
persons whose received embodi-
ment does not fit typical defin-
itions of the male or female body. 
In these few paragraphs I have 
said both a great deal and also 
almost nothing at all: We can 
say that man is, but we can-
not say much of what he is or 
might become. I’d venture that 
the most important thing to be 
said about man, and to each 
man, is along these lines: “Your 
life is hidden with Christ in 
God. Become the man you are 
in his compassion, joy, strength 
and service.” What more im-
portant thing could be said?  

Hybels retired early after multiple allegations of sexual misconduct, 
many of which he still denies.
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reCeNtLY I (DANIeLLe) LeArNeD tHAt 
the cherished annual ritual of Grand-
parents’ Day was unique to my Chris-
tian school background. Every year, my 
Grandma and Grandpa Mantel would 
drive from Hamilton to London to tour 
my classroom, slip me some peppermints 
and sit through an assembly. I loved it – 
my grandparents, at my school! 

My Christian elementary school held 
grandparents’ days because education 
was a key value for the whole com-
munity – so naturally the elders of the 
community were included in supporting, 
shaping and maintaining those values. 

That’s just one example of commu-
nity involvement in Christian schools. I 
also have vivid childhood memories of 
sneaking to the top of stairs late at night 
to spy on my mom and her Education 
Committee friends, meeting in our liv-
ing room. Then there were the bazaars, 
the silent auctions, the choir recitals . 

iMPortant Lessons

What Grandparents Day can teach us about Indigenous education.

| Mike hogeterp and Danielle steenwyk-rowaan

. . if church was the centre of our little 
Christian Reformed enclave, school was 
a close second. 

CuLturaLLy aPProPriate eDuCa-
tion
This culturally appropriate education is 
a value that many Christian Reformed 
communities and Indigenous com-
munities hold in common. Indigenous 
communities also want education that 
is shaped by their communities and in-
volves their elders and other community 
members. 

We know from the witness of many 
brave residential school survivors at the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) hearings that this community 
control over education was and is far 
from the reality of Indigenous commu-
nities, during the residential school era 
and still today. Indigenous education, 
particularly on-reserve education, con-

tinues to be chronically under-funded. 
Schools on reserve receive 30 to 40 per-
cent less funding per student per year 
than provincially-run schools, with the 
gap differing from province to province. 
They also lack the culturally appropri-
ate curriculum and parental involvement 
that made a world of difference in Chris-
tian schools. But if cultural assimilation 
through schooling was the wrong move, 
culturally appropriate education within 
Indigenous communities is the right one. 
As Chair of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, Senator Murray Sinclair, 
often observed, “Education got us into 
this mess and education will get us out.”

share VaLues, shareD Cause
Since 2010, the Christian Reformed 
Centre for Public Dialogue has been do-
ing research and advocacy on reconcili-
ation in Indigenous Education. Indige-
nous leaders and communities have told 
us that reconciliation, Indigenous resil-
ience and education are deeply linked. 
We have learned from Indigenous com-
munities and successful programs like 
the Model Schools Project that the mark-
ers of success in Indigenous education 
include strong language, cultural and 
values content; education that focuses 
on the whole person; and the full par-
ticipation of communities and Elders in 
educational leadership. Sounds like in-
dependent Christian schools, doesn’t it? 

To honour the TRC’s call to reconcili-
ation, we at the Centre have been advo-
cating for follow-through on TRC Calls 
to Action 7-10, which call for reform of 
K-12 education for Indigenous peoples, 
by Indigenous peoples. 

The Trudeau government has ex-

To seek reconciliation through  
education, visit 

CrCna.orG/eDuCationtoGether

pressed strong support for reconciliation 
in many ways: committing to the imple-
mentation of all TRC Calls to Action; 
mandating all Cabinet Ministers to pri-
oritize building relationships with Indig-
enous peoples on a Nation to Nation ba-
sis; and making historic and much-need-
ed financial commitments to Indigenous 
communities in all three of its budgets. 
These have been important steps. 

However, in order for anything to truly 
change, decision-makers must be held 
accountable. If they don’t hear about the 
importance of keeping their promises on 
Indigenous education, it can very easily 
slip off their priority lists. We need to 
keep reminding them of their commit-
ments to implement the TRC’s Calls to 
Action and turn away from the evils of 
residential schools.  

CaLLeD to aCtion
The Beyond 94 website provides a snap-
shot of progress towards implementing 
those Calls to Action. On the reform of 
K-12 education, the website shows that 
the news is mixed: there has been mod-
erate progress on 7 & 8 (equity in educa-
tional funding and graduation rates) due 
to a $2.6 billion commitment in Budget 
2016. So far there has been minimal ac-
tion on 9 (annual reporting on 7 & 8) and 
10 (education legislation). However, in 
our conversations with Indigenous lead-
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FOOD HAS ALWAYS pLAYeD a role in 
religious practice, both as a marker of 
membership within a community (like 
abstaining from pork) and as a spiritual 
ritual (like taking the Lord’s Supper). 
But with the decline of religious prac-
tice in the West and the resulting loss of 
a common code of ethics, many West-
erners have turned to diet as a means of 
practicing ritual and asserting values.

In fact, according to Gillian McCann 
and Gitte Bechsgaard, for some seg-
ments of the population, food choice 
has become even more important than 
religion. 

McCann, a religious studies profes-
sor at Nipissing University, and Besch-
gaard, founder of the Vidya Institute in 

Diet is the new reLiGion

ethical eating in a secular age.

| Marie Versteeg 

Toronto, are co-authors of The Sacred 
in Exile: What it Really Means to Lose 
Our Religion. The two writers dedicat-
ed a section of their book to exploring 
modern dietary choice as the crucible in 
which secular codes of ethics are being 
forged. 

“Food,” they suggest, “has become a 
rallying point for a variety of solutions 
that take seriously the sacredness of re-
lationship to land, to food, to commu-
nity.” In other words, food regimes be-
come both an answer to a problem and a 
source of meaning. 

McCann has suggested in her earlier 
work that food helps people separate the 
sheep from the goats: “With any religion, 
food is a way of creating community and 

Mike hogeterp 

Mike is Director of the CRC’s Centre for 
Public Dialogue, where Danielle also works 
as the Justice Communications and Educa-
tion Coordinator.  

boundaries and a way of saying ‘We’re 
pure,’” she explained in a 2015 media 
release. “Because you are virtuous, you 
can construct people who don’t partici-
pate in your movement as unclean.” 

GraCe at the tabLe
One of the chief criticisms of religion 
is its divisiveness, and McCann dem-
onstrates that food has been a means of 
marking our differences. But divorced 
from religion, food is still being used to-
day to mark out us and them. You need 
only visit any number of blogs promot-
ing the “gluten-free lifestyle” or the 
“vegan philosophy” to see both commu-
nity-building and exclusion (or even de-
monizing) at work. 

As Christians, we need to carefully 
discern our motivations for the diets we 
adopt. Are we using food to demonstrate 
moral superiority, to exclude others from 
the table, or to shut down dialogue with 
people who don’t share our values? We 
need to make sure we’re not using food 
to alienate others. 

In his recent Banner article “Eating 
Toward Shalom,” philosopher Matthew 
C. Haltman explores stewardship in the 
context of our modern food system. This 
can be a contentious topic, but Haltman 
urges open-mindedness: “Ideally, there 
will be spirited discussion but still gen-
erous fellowship among omnivores, ‘re-
ducetarians’ (those working to eat less 
meat and more plants), vegetarians, and 
vegans, all committed to working to-
gether to set a more gracious and com-
passionate table in an age of resource 
scarcity, ecological degradation, and in-
creasing awareness of the needs and ca-
pacities of God’s other creatures.”

As Haltman hints, the subject of ethical 
eating often centres on the debate around 
eating meat, due in part to the work of 
vocal activists. But ethical eating should 
be neither so reductive, nor so polariz-
ing. An ethics of food can incorporate a 
wide range of issues, from reducing food 
waste in our own homes, to fighting food 
insecurity for at-risk populations, to ad-
vocating for policy that supports sustain-
able local farming sectors.

Today, more than ever, consumers are 
asking questions about the ethical impli-
cations of the food they eat. Christians 
must be part of the conversation so that 
we can rightly order food choice as an 
expression of faithful living – not a val-
ue system in itself. 

ers, we have learned that the fulfillment 
of Calls to Action 9 & 10 will depend on 
the implementation of 7 & 8. 

Call to Action 7 calls for the elimina-
tion of educational gaps between Ab-
original and non-Aboriginal Canadians. 
This “gap” is typically measured by con-
trasting grade 12 graduation rates be-
tween provincial systems and on-reserve 
First Nation schools. Auditor Generals 
have tracked this data for many years 
and have consistently noted troubling 
gaps. In 2016 there was a 33 percent gap 
between those holding a grade 12 diplo-
ma in the general population of Canada 
and Indigenous people on reserve. In 
2001 this gap was 30 percent. The Audi-
tor General reported that the department 
of Indigenous Services has not collected 
data to address these gaps – a deeply dis-
appointing finding. This persistent gap in 
graduation rates is linked to a long-term 
under-funding of Indigenous education 
on reserve.

Indigenous education systems have 
struggled with under-funding for de-
cades. The extent of this underfunding is 
complex to track because of differences 
in funding models among provincial 
education systems. First Nations Chil-
dren on reserve have received between 
30 percent and 50 percent less funding 
than kids in provincial systems at least 
since 1996. This is why the Trudeau 
government’s announcement of $2.6 bil-
lion in funding for Indigenous education 
in budget 2016 was so significant. There 
have been a number of restrictions on 
the full release of these funds, but full 
implementation of these commitments 
is a good start on fulfilling TRC Call to 
Action 8. 

Christian Reformed support for edu-
cation has mostly been limited to our 
Christian Reformed communities. What 
if we valued culturally-appropriate and 
adequately-funded education, not just 
for our own communities, but for Indig-
enous communities too? 

It takes a village to raise a child. We 
know, thanks to the TRC, how wrong we 
were to remove Indigenous kids from 
their communities. Let’s use the les-
sons we’ve learned about independent 
Christian schools to make a wrong into 
a right. 

Marie Versteeg

Marie is Manager of Board and Committee 
Services for the Christian Farmers 
Federation of Ontario, one of three 
accredited farm organizations in Ontario. 
christianfarmers.org.

Danielle steenwyk-rowaan
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Job openings
worship Coordinator 
Calvary CRC of Flamborough is looking for 
a dynamic and creative part-time (approx. 
10-12 hours/week) worship coordinator with 
a heart for worship and the gift of creativity. 
We love worship here at Calvary; it is a vi-
tal and integral part of our Sundays and we 
invite you to help us experience God's love 
and grace through music and other forms of 
worship during the service. 
If this is your passion, and you feel God call-
ing you to this special ministry, we'd love to 
hear from you:
Email: office.calvarycrc@gmail.com 
for a job description or if you have any 
questions. You may also call the 
office at 905-628-2442.

Note: Family announcements and recent-
ly advertised job openings are also posted 
on our website at: christiancourier.ca

Lead pastor
Grace CRC, Chatham, Ontario 
seeks a Lead Pastor. 
Our prospective pastor will be one who is 
an energetic, humble shepherd with a serv-
ing spirit and a warm personality, encourag-
ing to God’s flock. An ability to inspire the 
congregation through teaching the Word, 
preaching application, and encouraging dis-
cipleship. We seek someone who has a pas-
sion for and is a friend of youth. 
Please contact the Search Committee at 
519-358-6248 or themiddels@gmail.com.

Verstraete 
traVeL & Cruises

 
st. Catharines

manager: ria Lishman
We’ve moved! Our new address:

21 Duke Street, Ste 1
905-934-4414 or 1-800-405-6088

aurora
manager: Anne Winter

14845 Yonge St. Ste 300
416-969-8100 or 1-800-565-9267
www.verstraetetravel.com

adVertising & CLassifieds

For information and to submit an ad, email 
ads@christiancourier.ca  or visit 
christiancourier.ca.  
Next issue dates: Sep. 24, Oct. 8, Oct 22.  
Deadlines: 14 days before the issue dates.

Classifieds

anniVersary VaCations

ft Myers, fLorida 
House with pool for rent by the week or 
month, October – May.  Ph: 905-630-6711   

hoLiday aCCoMModation  
in hoLLand  
with vehicle rentals and tours. 
chestnutlane.nl

Len and shirLey Van raaMsdonk
 (nèe Span)  

“Praise the Lord, for He is good, 
His love endures forever.”  Ps 118:1

1953               September 23                 2018

We rejoice in the Lord’s great faithfulness 
as we celebrate this year, the 65th wedding 
anniversary of our parents/grandparents/
great-grandparents.  
With Love: 
Mary & Bob Corner – Barrie ON 
John & Laureen Van Raamsdonk – Leduc AB 
Teresa & Andrew Ponsen – Burlington ON 
Caroline & Gordon (†2017) Kralt –

Beamsville ON 
Jennifer & Paul Brink – Ipswich MA USA 

Much love and hugs from the many 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Their home address:  

105-7950 McLaughlin Rd S  
Brampton ON L6Y 5V9 

eVents
faLL friendship festiVaL
with Jacob Moon
Saturday, October 20, 2018,
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Clearview Church, Oakville.
Register by sending an email 
to Marlene at marlene.nirula@gmail.com. 

the road to CharaCter  
Wednesday, Sept. 26, 2018 

11:00 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.
The Centre for Christian Schol-
arship at Redeemer University 
College in Hamilton, Ontario, 
welcomes David Brooks and 

Anne Snyder. Join us as we travel with them 
on the road to character and explore lives of 
learning that aren’t just about “getting there,” 
but about who we’ll be when we arrive.
For more information visit: redeemer.ca/
events/road-to-character/

Maranatha Homes, located in south Bur-
lington near many amenities, is a place 
where Christian seniors can enjoy inde-
pendent living in community with others.
• Reasonable rent rates at $850/month
• Newly renovated units  
• Award winning architectural design
• Well maintained building and grounds 
• No condo fees or utility bills
All this and more make Maranatha Homes 
an attractive and affordable accommodation 
for seniors.

For further information contact: 
Rosanne van der Woerd 

109-3260 New St. 
Burlington ON L7N 3L4

905-681-0311 
Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com

Maranatha 
             Homes

Living independently in Christian community

Room available for mature Christian adult 
in Grimsby, Ontario. Contact Tina at 
jtdekker4@hotmail.com.

for rent

proMise keepers nationaL Men’s 
ConferenCe 
Nov. 16/18, 7-10 p.m. & 
Nov. 17/18, 8:45 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
Church on the Queensway, 1536 The 
Queensway, Toronto ON M8Z 1T5 
Contact info: promisekeepers.ca/events/ or 
call toll-free 1-888-901-9700.

by Charles Pallaghy PhD

NEW CHRISTIAN

Retired Senior Lecturer in Biology

WWW.CREATION6000.COM 

WWW.CREATION6000.NET.AU

• New insights
• Fresh approaches

• For Christian unity
• No costs, self funded

WEBSITES

©lurii@Depositphotos

Did you have the courage or 
gumption or instinct to buy this 

in 2008 at under $5?

Massive capital gain with half of it 
taxable, is pending. Consider using 

it for your donations this year, 
and save the capital gain tax, plus 
receive a full charitable receipt for 
the $29.  Or start a Donor Advised 

Fund with this transaction.

Link Charity helps hundreds of 
donors process over $8 million in 
donations of securities each year. 

www.linkcharity.ca  
harry@linkcharity.ca 

Harry at (416) 410 4244

ENERCARE 
INC $29

ENERCARE 
INC $29

ENERCARE 
INC $29

gLobaL interfaith gathering
           November 1–7, 2018.  
Metro Toronto Convention Centre
222 Bremner Blvd, Toronto, ON M5V 3L9 
The 2018 Parliament of the World’s Re-
ligions will welcome more than 10,000 
delegates from 80 countries representing 
nearly 200 religious, spiritual and Indig-
enous traditions. 
Contact: parliamentofreligions.org/ 

http://www.christiancourier.ca
mailto:themiddels%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jtdekker4%40hotmail.com?subject=
https://www.promisekeepers.ca/event/national-mens-conference-toronto/
http://parliamentofreligions.org


20      SEPTEMBER 10, 2018     |     CHRISTIAN COURIER

Micah Certificate and met Micah Centre 
founder, Roy Berkenbosch, with whom he 
traveled to Bangladesh in 2012. Muthui 
also sits on the Board of World Renew. 

In designating a Day of Justice, Synod 
understood that different congregations 
across the denomination would have dif-
ferent instances of injustice in their com-
munities. Muthui, who now works in Ed-
monton’s inner city with an agency called 
The Mustard Seed, drew the congrega-
tion’s focus to the injustices he sees there. 
This includes the gentrification of inner 
city neighbourhoods with displacement of 
residents and subsequent rising property 
values and taxes that are even driving out 
agencies that help the poor and homeless; 
and slum landlords and drug dealers who 
take advantage of the vulnerabilities of 
others to enrich themselves while subject-
ing them to further bondage and inhuman 

conditions. Muthui has observed that al-
though many of us give towards those in 
need, and even volunteer our time to serve 
them, we do it from a safe distance. We 
don’t want to get too involved. 

“But Christ is risen and rises every day 
in the inner city,” said Muthui. He espe-
cially sees hope in the young people who 
participate in programs offered by The 
Mustard Seed and see for the first time the 
poverty and homelessness in the inner city, 
young people who are transformed and 
energized to be agents of change, “young 
people who have the guts to dream about a 
better world.”  

AUGUST 19, 2018, WAS DESIGNATED by 
the Christian Reformed Church’s (CRC) 
Synod 2017 as a Day of Justice for the de-
nomination, “a time to consider the mean-
ing of biblical justice, to lament injustices, 
and to commit to the transforming work of 
standing alongside people whom society 
oppresses and pushes to the margins.” And 
that’s what happened on August 19, 2018, 
at Edmonton’s Fellowship CRC. 

The service opened with a meaningful 
liturgy adapted from the Iona Community 
by church member Wendy Stienstra enti-
tled God of the Tipping Point. On the com-
munion table, beside a cross and a burning 
candle, sat a set of scales with a balancing 
basket and counter weights. Members of the 
congregation came forward to add stones 
and feathers to the basket – objects they 
had chosen as they entered the sanctuary. It 
was a sign of commitment and hope of one 
day reaching a tipping point in favour of the 
poor and oppressed of the world.

Melle Huizinga led the children’s mes-
sage, announcing first that he had a special 

treat. He proceeded to give one candy to 
each child sitting at his left. To those on 
his right, he gave three. Instantly, a child 
with one candy rose to his feet to protest, 
“That’s not fair!” But it only took another 
few moments for a child with three can-
dies to suggest that if each one with three 
gave one away, then everyone would have 
two candies. 

“How much better a place the world 
would be if everyone acted liked this,” 
concluded Huizinga. Before they were dis-
missed, he asked the children if they had 
eaten breakfast before church. “Many chil-
dren in the world,” he said, “did not have 
anything to eat this morning.”  

THE GUTS TO DREAM
An interview with church member Dan 
Muthui about his journey to justice took 
the place of a sermon. Originally from 
Kenya, Muthui grew up in abject poverty 
and was displaced from his home due to 
tribal rivalry. Muthui became a student at 
The King’s University, where he earned a 

News

CHRIST RISES EVERYDAY

Janet A. Greidanus

A former nurse, hospital chaplain & coun-
sellor, Janet lives in Edmonton where she 
now works as a freelance writer.

Congregation renews its commitment to help oppressed peoples 
during ’Justice Sunday.’
Janet A. Greidanus

Jonathan Nicolai-deKoning interviews Dan Muthui during Justice Sunday.


