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LISTEN: OUR FOREFATHERS ATE this meal in Egypt at night, in urgen-
cy, staff in hand, screams of grief ringing through the land. They ate 
matzah, roasted lamb and bitter herbs. 

What is matzah? Dry, flat pieces of unleavened bread. 
Now we lift the matzah high, recite: This is the bread of affliction / 

which our forefathers ate in the land of Egypt. / Let all those who are 
hungry come and eat with us . . . / This year we are still slaves. / Next 
year may we all be free.

These words float over a candlelit table crowded with sparkling 
wine glasses, spring flowers and special dishes. Tonight is Seder, 
the ceremonial meal eaten during Passover week. It is a meal I have 
experienced in multiple countries and languages every year since I 
can remember. 

Sometimes having matzah at all is a miracle, and sharing it a crime. 
That describes Vaihingen Concentration Camp in 1945. Vaihingen, 
Germany, where prisoners worked 12-hour days shifting stone, rub-
ble and sand on starvation diets. In the spring, Allied bombs were 
falling dangerously near. When an SS soldier walked into the work-
shop of Moshe Perl, a Jewish prisoner, and demanded dummies for 
target practice, Perl thought quickly. By requesting five kilograms of 
flour, Perl had enough extra to bake matzah in secret. He hid it under 
shingles on the workshop’s roof. Twenty people gathered for a secret 
Seder in Vaihingen, 75 years ago. Their menu: potatoes, homemade 
wine, matzah, secrecy, hope. The risk: death. 

What is matzah? It is the bread of affliction, the bread of freedom.
Vaihingen was liberated by French troops on April 7, 1945.

WHAT IS THE PASSOVER MEAL? 
“In days to come, when your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ 
say to him, ‘With a mighty hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, out 
of the land of slavery’” (Ex. 13:14). 

Passover is a multi-faced feast: it looks backwards to Israel’s mi-
raculous exodus from Egypt and birth as a nation. It looks forward 
expectantly to the Messianic age. It looks around and gives courage 
to face the evil of today. 

Passover – the Feast of Unleavened Bread – lasts for seven days, 
according to the Torah. Diaspora Jews in Babylon added an eighth 
day, so that Passover lasts from the 15th to 22nd of Nisan, according 
to the Jewish lunar calendar. In the fourth century, the Council of 

Passover in Egypt, Seder in a concentration camp, 
and putting ourselves in Christ’s Story of Redemption.    
Maaike VanderMeer

THE FEAST OF 
QUESTIONS

Continued on page 2

Easter Issue

Artwork by Raphael Abecassis.
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The Exodus story is meant to be 
experienced firsthand in every 
generation. 

Passover was the last feast 
Elie Wiesel celebrated with his 
family before they entered Aus-
chwitz. After Auschwitz, Wiesel 
still celebrated Passover, but it 
had changed: “I love [Passover] 
differently [now]. Now I love it 
for the questions it raises, which 
are, after all, its raison d’être. . .. 
On this evening, all questions are 
not only permitted, but invited.” 

OUR PASSOVER LAMB
We who are Gentiles appreciate 
the history of Passover from the 
outside. We who believe in Jesus 
as Israel’s Messiah (and through 
Israel the Messiah of the world) 
see a new meaning unfold in 
Passover – meaning as surprising 
as trees unfurling into flowers in 
Springtime. 

This meal becomes the context 
of God entering death, plunder-
ing hell. We believe God gives 
himself to us, his flesh and blood 
joining us with him for eternity 
– truly human, truly his. We are 
free! Paul shouts: a new people, 
by the blood of the Lamb, dwell-
ing again with God! God is with 
us, in us, to give us abundant life.

This is Exodus language: this 
has become our language. Even 
so, we have questions. We can 
join in the Feast of Questions. 
We ask: Where is God now? If 
Christ truly fulfilled the proph-
ecies, why are things the way 
they are? 

HOW LONG? 
Children begin asking about 
what they see and touch. And 
then their questions change, Wi-
esel says. Later they will want 
to know: “Why exile? Why suf-
fering? Why evil? And who can 
explain why evil prevails?” 

You might look around the 
world and ask those questions, 
too. “Why celebrate freedom 
when you’re still in exile?” asks 
Shalvi Waldman. 

On April 17, 1943, a man 
named Egon Redlich wrote from 
a Jewish ghetto: “It’s Passover – 
the festival of freedom, of light. 
Around the city are walls and 
barbed wire; in the evening, 
lights are forbidden, and during 
the day, you cannot go out.” He 
died in Auschwitz with his wife 
and son. 

Why exile? How long, O Lord, 

will evil prevail? 
The disciples ask, “Is now the 

time you free Israel and restore 
our kingdom?” 

“It is not for you to know,” 
Jesus answered. 

In Revelations, the souls under 
the altar cry out, “How long, O 
Lord, holy and true, until you 
judge those who live on the earth 
and avenge our blood?” 

“Just a little longer,” they are 
told. 

Sometimes, facing the evil in 
this world, we are like the fourth 
child – the one who doesn’t 
speak. Rabbi Levi Yitzhak of 
Berditchev would cry out every 
year, “Doesn’t the Haggadah tell 
us that it is up to the father to an-
swer the fourth son, even though 
the fourth son does not ask the 
question? God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, I am your son. 
I am not asking you to reveal to 
me the secrets of Creation, or 
the mysteries of deliverance. . .. 
Only that you tell me the mean-
ing of my suffering.”

At Passover, horseradish 
reaches from the backs of our 
throats to our eyes. We invite 
the tears which burn through our 
face. We recline as only a free 
man does. We open the door for 
Elijah, Messiah’s forerunner. We 
build redemption history – our 
story – with bitter and sweet to-
gether. We end the meal praising 
God. Even if we are not there 
yet, this story we live in leads 
into abundance. 

This is why we celebrate free-
dom in exile, says Waldman. 
When we personalize the story, 
we see that even this moment 
holds potential for communion 
with our Creator, and “we can 
see that there is no difference 
between the bread of affliction 
and the bread of freedom.” 

The world grows darker, and 
the taste of its coming redemp-
tion grows ever sweeter. We eat 
the matzah of affliction, of free-
dom, and live in the paradox. 
Maranatha. Come, Lord Jesus. 

This year slaves, next year 
free. 

News

FEAST CONTINUED

Maaike VanderMeer

Maaike is a freelance 
writer from Ontario and 
raised in Africa, where her 
heart stayed. Her degree 
is in Intercultural Service 
and World Arts. She blogs 
at shoutofjoy.wordpress.
com.

Nicea decided the church would 
celebrate Easter at the same time 
of year (though not always the 
same week) as Passover.

Passover appears in many Bib-
lical stories of exile and resto-
ration: the exodus, wilderness 
wanderings, King Hezekiah’s 
Passover revival, King Josiah’s 
Passover reform, the Babylo-
nian exile after the temple is 
destroyed, the people’s purifi-
cation and dedication after Ezra 
and Nehemiah rebuild the second 
temple, and Jesus’ Last Supper in 
Jerusalem. 

Through the dedication of the 
Pharisees, the “Seder” – the order 
of the Passover service – mor-
phed into what we still use to-
day. The Seder plate holds foods 
which retell the Exodus story. 
Writer and Holocaust survivor 
Elie Wiesel says that the entire 
meal is to encourage curiosity in 
children. Parsley is dipped in salt 
water. Children ask: Why pars-
ley? Why salt water? Because in 
slavery our lives were dipped in 
the salt water of tears. Why mix 
bitter and sweet on matzah? Be-
cause even slavery is sweet when 
redemption is nigh. 

With the destruction of the 
temple and exile from the land, 
Jewish families continued to cel-
ebrate the Seder meal in their 
homes and synagogues around 
the world. Today the Passover 

feast encompasses over 3,500 years of history in every country and 
situation imaginable. 

FOUR SONS 
“In the future, when your son asks you . . . tell him: ‘Before our eyes 
the Lord sent signs and wonders – great and terrible – on Egypt and 
Pharaoh and his whole household. . .’” (Deut. 6:20-23).

During the Seder meal, it is tradition for a child to ask the Four 
Questions, which invite a re-telling of the Exodus story. Before the 
child asks, however, a parable is told of a wise son, a wicked son, a 
simple son and a son who does not know how to ask questions. In 
the Torah-informed parable, each child asks a different question, and 
each receives a different answer. The wise child places himself in the 
redemption story. Not only what you ask but how you ask matters. 

A Passover Seder plate.

Setting the table for the Feast of Questions.

We end the meal 
praising God.
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Two verb tenses:
“He has made perfect”       done done done
“those who are being made holy”       
                       still in progress

Justification and sanctification
Latin to me          until 
I see God looking at me
through Jesus 

who stands between us
He sees me 
innocent as Adam in Eden
when they walked and talked
and then
He lets me be part 
of the becoming.

I already have the ticket to go
and now
we’re  pressing wrinkles
out of my attire.

USING THE ‘S’ WORD

“By one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being 
made holy” (Heb. 10:14).

Linda Siebenga

SAVING SACRED SPACES

IN CANADA, HISTORIC CHURCH BUILDINGS are facing a dire future. 
With decreasing attendance and increasing upkeep costs, many con-
gregations are making tough decisions regarding their continued use of 
these sacred spaces. 

Regular church attendance has been dropping nationwide. In July 
2019, PEW Research Center released data stating that 24 percent of 
Canadians seldom and 25 percent of Canadians never go to church. This 
is double the reported number from 2013.

Despite the nationwide trend, church attendance is not dropping in 
all congregations. A recent case study published by Cardus, a Christian 
research organization in Ottawa, highlighted how two growing Ontario 
congregations are working to save historic church buildings.

Lakeside Church, located just outside Guelph, had experienced such 
growth that they needed to purchase a second building. Opting to buy 
a historic stone structure from Norfolk Street United Church in down-
town Guelph, Lakeside – which is non-denominational – began holding 
worship services in the stone church and took over operating its existing 
social and community programs.

Royal City Church, also in Guelph, purchased a historic stone church 
building from Chalmers United Church. Their purpose was to expand 
their hospitality and meal-preparation ministry serving at-risk people. 
The historic building serves as home base for their Sunday ministries 
and meal program. Royal City is part of the Evangelical Missionary 
Church of Canada.

In both cases, the stone building’s heritage status was protected by 
the city. Because the original congregations sold to other congregations, 
they were also able to maintain the building’s religious purpose. 

COMMUNITY HUBS
While these are two positive outcomes from a difficult situation, for 
many congregations it’s not always possible to sell a historic building to 
another congregation looking to expand. In many cases, congregations 
choose to sell to developers rather than abandon the church buildings 
and watch them fall into disrepair.

In Vancouver, a Romanesque Revival-style church built in 1909 was 
converted into a 38-suite residential complex. In 2016, a 19th-century 
church in Toronto’s Palmerston neighbourhood was converted into 

four high-end townhouses. And 
in Newfoundland, the historic 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Con-
ception is being repurposed to 
become a brewery, beer garden, 
restaurant, hotel and spa.

There are many other instan-
ces throughout Canada and North 
America of historic church build-
ings becoming family homes, care 
facilities, Airbnb’s and even music 
halls.

The National Trust for Canada 
estimated that 9,000 religious 
spaces will be lost within the next 
10 years, according to an article 
published by the CBC last March, 
whether through abandonment, 
demolition or by being sold and 
repurposed. This represents a loss 
for all Canadians, because in addi-
tion to being places of worship, 
churches and religious spaces pro-
vide vital community services and 
programs.

“They play a de facto commun-
ity hub role, community service 
role,” said Robert Pajot, National 
Trust of Canada regeneration pro-
ject lead, in the article.

AFFORDABLE SPACE
In response to the recognition that 
congregations and communities 
are struggling to run and main-
tain historic church buildings, the 
National Trust for Canada and an 
interfaith charity called Faith & 
the Common Good are partnering 
to provide congregational training 
sessions. Their initiative, called 
Regeneration Works: Places of 
Faith, offers advisory and coach-
ing services to help non-profit 
organizations maintain affordable 

CONTRIBUTORS

Contemporary Israeli painter Raphael Abecassis 
kindly gave permission for Christian Courier to use 
his vibrant painting entitled “Passover Exodus,” fea-
tured on page 1. Abecassis favours bright colours 
and symbolism to convey Jewish history through 
his art. He lives in the south of Israel. 

The painting on this page is entitled “Dem Evan-
gelium dein Gesicht geben” or “Giving the gospel a 
face.” It’s by Beate Heinen, a contemporary Ger-
man artist.

Linda Siebenga, the author of “Using the ‘S’ Word,” 
has written four books of poetry and several family 
histories. She lives west of Lacombe, Alberta with 
her husband Jack. 

spaces.
While there are organizations 

working to save and renew Can-
ada’s historic places, there is also 
increasing pressure to tear down 
historic buildings to support gen-
trification in urban neighbour-
hoods. Understanding how to best 
care for and utilize existing space 
may alleviate some of the pres-
sure and allow these cultural land-
marks to continue serving their 
communities, as well as provide 

their congregations with places of 
worship.

In a country experiencing in-
creasing secularization, it’s no 
wonder many congregations are 
faced with difficult decisions re-
garding where they meet. With all 
there is competing for our money 
and attention, and so many needy 
people in our communities, there 
may not be a right choice between 
repurposing church building use, 
creating community-centred in-
itiatives or selling historic struc-
tures and moving somewhere new.

When we speak of “church,” 
we usually think of the physical 
structure where a group of be-
lievers gather for worship. The 
term in Scripture, however, most 
often means the people – Christ 
followers (see Rom. 12:4-5; 1 
Cor. 12:27). The early Christians 
met in their homes. So as long 
as Christians continue living out 
Hebrews 10:25, meeting togeth-
er and encouraging one another, 
there will still be sacred spaces in 
our country. 

Finding creative ways to repurpose historic church 
buildings. |  Robyn Roste

Robyn Roste

Robyn spends her days as 
a media and marketing 
manager at a national 
non-profit in Abbotsford, 
B.C., and her nights work-
ing as a freelance writer.

Norfolk Street United Church (photo credit: Milton Friesen).
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account for an end-of-life service? Is Heaven a prize for the perfect, 
a reward for good behaviour? More importantly, does listing earthly 
successes help us understand and experience death? Eulogies feature 
family and career, but Jesus instructs all who would follow him to let 
go of family and jobs. Is the essence of death not also “letting go”? 
What is worth considering at death – performance or the “letting go” 
part? Reviewing a life lived can be significant and instructive for 
those that remain, but why do this in the church service?

RESURRECTION HOPE
Much of life is about seeking approval of others to feed the ego. 
Death stops that. Death is suffering, woundedness, vulnerability, 
emptiness. Death is loss of control, powerlessness, dependency. Yet 
it’s necessary! Like seed in the ground, life is not possible without 
death, proclaims the Gospel. If God’s pattern in nature, in the Bi-
ble and in the life of Jesus specifies that no resurrection is possi-
ble except through self denial, the cross and death, why sanitize the 
death experience? Why no casket? Why so little lament and grief 
and mourning? To experience God in death, do we need to recount 
accomplishments, or the opposite – give voice to our emptiness?

To die in the hope of the resurrection is profoundly different from 
going to heaven. Going to heaven is puny, too small. In the Bible the 
resurrection is the renewal of all creation, the uniting of heaven and 
earth, God’s glory and presence revealed to all flesh. It is life as God 
meant it to be – no more evil, no more death. Today, we say heaven 
is our promised inheritance. Wrong! Our inheritance is the resurrec-
tion; it is bigger, grander, encompassing the whole renewed, restored 
creation. That is a hope worth living and dying for.

WORDS OF GRACE AND HOPE
Faith is accepting that we are accepted. It is not about performance 
but letting go. Should an end-of-life service not empty us, to then 
be filled by the hope of the resurrection? What service would I want 
upon falling asleep? My preference is a funeral service with a cas-
ket in church, much singing, many scripture readings, lament and 
mourning for the woundedness of life, then words of grace and hope, 
hope in the bodily resurrection, hope to see God’s glory revealed, 
hope to serve creation with Christ. No eulogies! Whatever you think 
of my preferred service, do not think you are heaven-bound. The end 
of life is not heaven; the end of life is to bring the life of heaven to 
earth. The eternal human task is to bring healing to the world, not to 
escape it. Is that not the message of Easter!? 

“Send not to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee” (John 
Donne, 1572-1631).

WHEN I WAS TEN, MY GRANDFATHER DIED. Our family was still in 
Holland. I remember the open grave, lowering the casket and taking 
my turn pitching dirt into a deep black hole. Adults said Grandpa 
died in the assurance of faith and the hope of the resurrection. It 
comforted me; my Grandpa was a child of God. There was no talk of 
Grandpa happily reunited with Grandma in heaven. 

Six years later in Vancouver, my father died, aged 51. He spoke 
memorable words. To us children: “Do not think God needs me to 
look after you; he will do that without me.” To the young preacher: 
“Do not mention my name at the service.” Dad was not prohibiting 
eulogies because no one in our sheltered world scheduled eulogies, 
then. Dad did not want boasting about his good deeds, not at his 
funeral. He wanted a service about God, grace and the resurrection. 
I do not remember that we talked about Dad being in heaven. We 
surely would not have had Dad happily re-united with kinfolk. The 
influence of North American evangelicalism was still in the future.

GOLD STARS FOR GOOD BEHAVIOR?
Today, funeral services have morphed into memorial services and 
celebrations of life. Today, dying is not about assurance of faith and 
the hope of the resurrection. Today, after death we are in heaven 
re-united with loved ones for a domestic life of easy comfort. Where 
do such ideas come from? The Bible does not state that we go to 
heaven upon death, nor does it promise we will recognize others. 
The Bible says the dead have fallen asleep, await the resurrection 
and afterward “. . . to reign with Christ over all creation” (Heidel-
berg Catechism, LD 12). We know little about heaven and what hap-
pens exactly upon death, but heaven as blissful domestic life is not 
a picture from the Bible. That picture gained currency in 19th cen-
tury USA, following the Civil War. Yet every service tells the recent 
American innovation, not the Bible’s version.

Something else has changed. Today, the main features at end-of-
life services are eulogies listing, mostly, achievements of the depart-
ed. Such tributes can be deeply moving, inspiring, grateful recogni-
tion of God’s grace evident on earth in the life of a departed loved 
one. And yet, I am not so sure! How appropriate is a performance 

IT TOLLS FOR THEE
Nick Loenen  |  Guest Editor  

Nick is an occasional contributor, a former Member of the Legislative Assembly 
and long-time CC supporter. He lives in Richmond, B.C.
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THE FOUR-DAY 
WORK WEEK
In our Feb. 24 issue, Dr. Claire 
Odogbo discussed the pros and 
cons of a four-day work week. We 
asked readers whether they were 
happy with the number of hours 
they currently work.

I think this is a simplistic 
framing of the situation. I 
think deeper questions about 
how fulfilled, stimulated, 
challenged, supported, en-
couraged, engaged and valued 
at work all affect our percep-
tion of our work-life balance, 
as well as how trusted we feel 
we are, how much employers 
respect people’s priorities re-
garding family responsibili-
ties, commitments and so on. 
We also need to consider how 
our work here on earth is part 
of God’s plan, at home and 
church but also work in plac-
es of employment. The extent 
to which we see our jobs from 
that perspective also affects 
our perception of the balance 
between work and life. 

Sonia Vanderby

FROM THE MAILBAG
Blessings to all of you at Chris-
tian Courier! CC editors and 
contributors never give up. You 
produce an excellent paper every 
time. We are cheering you on. 

John and Jean Vanderkooy 
Harriston, Ont.

SPIRITUAL CARE RE: MAID 
I’m writing you with some fol-
low up information to the article 
“Doctors, Leave Your Hearts at 
Home?” by Larry Worthen (CC, 
Jan. 27). I’m current chair of 
our Church Care Team at Talbot 
Street Church in London, On-
tario. As a team, we have been 
struggling with the issue of the 
provision of spiritual care to 
those who deal with end-of-life 
decision making especially now 
that MAiD (medical assistance 
in dying) has become part of the 
treatment plan. We have lots of 
questions, such as where do we 
stand as the Body of Christ? How 
do we support decision making 
and assure the person that we will 
not abandon them?

As a result, we decided to call 
on some experts in the field to 
present their findings and experi-
ences at a conference called “The 
Art of Dying Well: You Are Not 

STEVE BELL’S LYRICS
After reading Stephen Haynes’ “Open Letter to Christians Who 
Love Bonhoeffer but Still Love Trump” (eerdword.com), Steve 
Bell came across James C. Dekker’s review, “Misappropriating 
Bonhoeffer” (CC, Jan. 14, 2019) and sent us a link to his song (as 
noted in the last issue). Here are the lyrics! 

The Strange Blessing of Bearing
The peace of God is with the patient ones
Bearing up under affliction
For the joy that Love has promised us
Though waves of agony wash over us
May we know
What mothers know
The strange blessing of bearing
 
Quietude becomes the lover
Oriented towards the other
Sufferings gladly enduring
For the sake of another’s flourishing
May we know
What martyrs know
The beautiful blessing of bearing
 

God we pray that in the days to come
Ever keep before our longing
The mystery of your bleeding son
Through the night into the dawning

 
Love enwombed in God’s creation
Fortifies the soul’s elation
Hearts on fire to love attending
Tribulations notwithstanding
May we know
What Jesus knows
The glorious blessing of bearing.

Steve Bell, 
Winnipeg, MB

Alone” (Sat., April 25).
We are extending our invitation to attend to local faith-based agen-

cies such as L’Arche and Indwell because this isn’t just an issue 
around the dying elderly but those of all ages who are challenged with 
decision making when faced with chronic or life-threatening illnesses 
or tragic circumstances in a “death-denying” environment. (See tal-
botstreetchurch.com for more information.)

Ida Tigchelaar, Chair 
Talbot Street Church Care Team

London, Ont.

A PLEA FOR THE FATHERLESS
Since we as Christians believe that all of life is sacred, we would ap-
preciate seeing more articles on the topic of abortion. The liberal press 
is so overwhelming in our society and so very biased that we as a 
Christians would very much like to read thoughtful, balanced articles 
on this issue from a Christian perspective. Our hearts go out to the 
100,000 unborn who have no voice, whose voices are smothered, who 
will never see a sunrise, but whom we believe are part of the multitude 
around the Altar before the Throne of God calling “How long, O Lord, 
how long?” We fear God’s judgment may come on our nation as it 
was on Israel who refused to listen even though his prophets called for 
them to “plead for the fatherless.” We know how divisive this issue is. 
And yet are we not called to follow in the Old Testament’s prophets’ 
footsteps?

We enjoy Christian Courier and hope you will continue to present 
thought-provoking articles which will strengthen our faith in Christ 
Jesus and help us to witness of him and him only. 

Mary and Jack DeKok
Stittsville, Ont

PAINFUL FAMILY MEMORIES, HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
It is Family Day in B.C. as I write this. It is a good day to catch up 
on some reading neglected due to a variety of circumstances. And I 
started with the CC issue of January 27. The articles on mental health 
brought back so many memories, not necessarily of my own struggles 
with depression or mental illness, but that of our deceased son-in-law 
who took his own life in 1986. He left behind a loving wife and two 
children with a third one on the way. For a few years he was treated 
for bipolar disorder, also several times with ECT treatments, but these 
did not provide the healing Len Vander Zee experienced (“Grace in a 
Locked Ward”). When we visited him in the mental hospital in Alber-
ta, he reminded us that his grandmother had also been treated at the 
same hospital and died there as well. 

His family has a history of depression and bipolar disorders. And 
one of our granddaughters has been diagnosed with having bipolar 
disorder as well. Thank God for medications that help her control the 
condition and she reads her symptoms very well, so that when she 
feels either depressed or manic she checks with her doctor and gets 
treatment to stabilize her mood swings. She and her husband have 
decided to adopt rather than have their own children just in case the 
condition might be passed on to the next generation. Another grand-
daughter, the daughter of the same son-in-law, is experiencing peri-
ods of depression which are also usually controlled through medical 
(drug) intervention. There has to be some kind of chemical imbalance 
that is transferred from one generation to the next, at least in this case. 

Thanks so much for daring to deal with difficult topics through writ-
ers with experience in these areas and who have a biblical perspective.

John Vanderhoek
Chilliwack, B.C.

TRUST IN TROUBLED TIMES
Thank you to Rudy Eikelboom for writing “Tipping Points and Grand-
children” (CC, Jan. 27). 

It is frightening and I want our children to trust in the Lord and have 
his perfect peace as life becomes more chaotic.

Jane Braam Marshall 
Midway, B.C
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A NEW DAY IN 
MINISTRY FOR CANADA

Darren Roorda  |  droorda@crcna.org 

Darren is the Canadian Ministries Director of the Christian Reformed Church in
North America.

AS MANY HAVE HEARD, THERE ARE CHANGES AFOOT in the Christian 
Reformed Church in North America (CRCNA) that have some a tad 
anxious. For those who have not heard, over the past several weeks and 
months, the Canadian governing directors of the CRCNA in Canada 
served well in their roles of guiding and protecting the church by making 
changes to fulfill its legal requirements according to Canadian charitable 
law. 

While these changes have been endorsed by the full Council of 
Delegates and have the support of our United States brothers and sis-
ters, it can also be said that there have been some ripple effects that 

have brought some unease. So 
allow me to speak one calming 
word into what some are saying 
is a chaotic time to belong to the 
CRC in Canada. 

REFORM 
To begin, reform is in our de-
nominational name. The word 
“Reformed” is a descriptor of both 
“being” and “belonging.” As a 
matter of fact, long ago during the 
Reformation, people of Calvinis-
tic persuasion aligned themselves 
to the phrase “reformed and al-
ways reforming,” indicating that 
they were willing to change in 
order to make the mission of the 
Gospel increasingly clear. Now is 
such a time for change.  

Consequently, when change 

is demanded of us, Reformed 
people should not be afraid. Be-
cause, what results is an oppor-
tunity to clarify the mission.  

What do I mean by this?  The 
changed reality we now face will 
result in at least two good things. 
First, the Canadian side of the 
church will appropriately have 
“direction and control” of its own 
resources more than ever before. 
Second, both the U.S. and Can-
adian sides of our denomination 
will now have the opportunity 
to reform (realign, repurpose, 
rescale, relaunch, reconfigure) 
the structure and methodology 
of how the Gospel takes shape 
through our ministries.

Reform: To quote Ambrose Uni-
versity Gordon Smith, “effective 

institutions are clear about their 
mission. Dynamic institutions con-
stantly foster good conversations 
about mission.” The changes right-
fully demanded of the church as a 
legal charity (Romans 13), compel 
us into a board-approved, one-year 
conversation to further mission 
clarity. Ultimately, this will further 
define/reform both the “what” and 
“how” we do ministry, and provide 
heightened purpose to our collect-
ive work in both nations.

In the meantime, we would 
love to hear from all Christian 
Courier readers with an opin-
ion on the “what” and “how” of 
ministry in Canada. Please send 
emails to droorda@crcna.org and 
we will make them part of the 
content we consider.

DOING MINISTRY WITH

A FEW YEARS BACK, WITH A DESIRE FOR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL, Ma-
ple Ridge Christian Reformed Church (Maple Ridge, B.C.)  realized 
that in order to move forward they would need to listen – to the Holy 
Spirit, to their congregation, and to their community. The church’s 
pastor, Tim Sheridan, had first-hand experience with Diaconal Min-
istries Canada’s Community Opportunity Scan (COS) and he knew 
how valuable the process could be. So, with their full leadership on 
board, Maple Ridge began the COS journey in May of 2018.

A team was formed and met several times throughout the year to 
gather and analyze information about their surrounding neighbour-
hood and their congregation. As part of the process, the COS Team 
interviewed 15 community members, including those from local busi-
nesses, faith groups, schools and community agencies. More impor-
tantly, the church prayed. 

“Prayer is central to this process,” noted Sheridan. “Churches 
should not rush into [a COS] without a proper prayer foundation.” 
Prayer meetings were held and prayer walks were organized. People 
were encouraged to pray at different locations throughout the city and 
also for issues in the local paper. 

Through the COS, the church discovered how much their surround-
ing neighbourhood had changed. It also brought to light the preva-

Cindy Verbeek and Erin Knight

lence of youth mental health is-
sues and isolated seniors in their 
community. When the COS Team 
met with Katie Sullivan, a Trust-
ee with the local school board, 
she mentioned a program they 
run where seniors go into local 
elementary schools to build rela-
tionships and mentor the students 
by reading aloud to them – with 
a particular focus on immigrant 
children. 

“This was a wonderful exam-
ple of discovering an asset in the 
community and discerning ways 
we can join in with what God is 
already up to in our community,” 
Sheridan said. 

Throughout this journey of 

discovery, Maple Ridge’s COS 
Team found the support and 
resources offered by Rachel 
Vroege, the Western Canada Re-
gional Ministry Developer for 
Diaconal Ministries, helpful and 
necessary, particularly toward 
the end of the process, when their 
team worked through all the in-
formation gathered to find com-
mon threads or connections. 

“In the past, we’ve had church-
es go through the COS process 
without the help of Diaconal 
Ministries,” Vroege recalls. “For 
many of them, they found it to be 
quite frustrating and overwhelm-
ing. Our Regional Ministry staff 
can offer invaluable insight and 

support each step of the way to 
help deacons and churches see 
the entire process through.” 

There is now a team working 
alongside Maple Ridge’s Coun-
cil, discerning next steps and 
finding ways to be more inten-
tional about the ministry that 
they do with their community.

 “When I think about ministry, 
I want our local context to shape 
what we do,” said Sheridan. “The 
COS process gives a hands-on 
way to work that out. I think ev-
ery church should do one.”

To learn more about Commu-
nity Opportunity Scans, visit 
diaconalministries.com/new-
ground.

Taken at Maple Ridge’s Summer Block Party in August 2018.
Photo Credit: Maple Ridge CRC
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News

The Middle East Plan released by U.S. President Trump on January 
28 was three years in the making. But the conflict between Israelis and 
Palestinians that it seeks to resolve goes back generations. Palestin-
ian leaders rejected the peace agreement while reaction from other 
governments has been mixed. A group called Churches for Middle 
East Peace (CMEP), of which the Christian Reformed Church is a 
member, renounced President Trump’s plan as “a recipe for endless 
oppression and injustice” of the Palestinian people. 

CC Editor Angela Reitsma Bick interviewed subscriber Martin Vegt 
of Vernon, B.C., about his work with multiple advocacy groups in 
Canada and on the ground in the Middle East.

What are the key features of President Trump’s new Middle East 
Peace Plan and how has it been received by Israel & Palestine?
The Kushner-Trump plan might as well have come out of Tel Aviv 
instead of Washington as it says that there should never be any true 
Palestinian sovereignty over the land. It also places the fruitful Jor-
dan valley under Israeli control. By promising that “Israel will not 
have to uproot any settlements,” the splintering, the separation walls 
and the South African, Apartheid-style bantustans in the country will 
be permanent.

Calling what will be left of Palestine a “state” (about 15 percent of 
Israel/Palestine) between the Jordan and the Mediterranean is quite 
absurd. Keep in mind that the Jewish Israeli and Palestinian popula-
tion in this area is almost equal.

If a viable two-state solution is no longer possible, then lawmakers 
should support democracy and Palestinian rights. In other words, a 
binational democratic state of Israel of all the people between the 
Jordan river and the Mediterranean Sea. This would be in line with 
American values and Jewish values. 

What’s the position of the Canadian government on the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict?
The Canadian government supports a two-state solution and for the 
most part acquiesces to American policies. 

‘PEACE WHEN THERE IS NO PEACE’

Meet seven NGOs dedicated to peace-building in the Middle East.  |  Martin Vegt

Jeremiah 7: 5-7 
Micah 2:1-2 
U.S. Campaign for Palestinian Rights
Jewish Voice for Peace 
No Way to Treat a Child Canada
Musalaha Ministry of Reconciliation
Whose Land? Whose Promise? by Gary M. Burge, 
Calvin Seminary Professor.

FURTHER RESOURCES

This week, as I listened to our 
prime minister speaking on CBC 
radio [about the railway block-
ades], I can see some parallel is-
sues. Our country is also dealing 
with a conflict between coloniz-
ers and the indigenous people, 
and issues of injustice in the way 
that we remove people from their 
land. 

What did you witness during 
your time in Hebron in 2015?
I traveled to Hebron and Jerusa-
lem in October, 2015, with the 
Christian Peacemaker Teams. 
Our delegation mostly inter-
viewed organizations and people 
involved with the conflict. 

We visited small Bedouin and 
Palestinian farms and villages 
that have existed since the Ot-
toman empire. With the help of 
Amos, an Israeli human rights 
advocate and translator, we heard 
from a farmer who has had his 
home destroyed over a hundred 
times by Israeli forces. He keeps 
replacing the structure in order 
to claim ownership of the land. 
Most Palestinian and Bedouin 
villagers and farmers receive no 
services (water, schools or elec-
tricity), so they bring in big water 
tanks and solar power, often with 
the help of international NGOs. 

We spoke with a group of 
lawyers called Military Court 
Watch. They monitor children 
being arrested, mistreated and 
jailed under military law with-
out the presence of their parents. 
They described midnight house 
invasions that terrorize the Pal-

estinian population. Living un-
der the military occupation in the 
West Bank, Palestinians basical-
ly have no rights in the courts. 
We interviewed a young man at 
his family’s home who spoke of 
his time in solitary confinement 
in prison. It was very emotion-
al to listen to him and his mom. 
They asked us to tell their story 
to the world. 

We took part in a demonstra-
tion with the Israeli Commit-
tee Against House Demolition, 
which advocates for families 
being evicted from their homes 
and ending the occupation. This 
is where I was “egged” by some 
young Israelis driving by, a first 
for me! Afterwards we visited 
a Palestinian man in the Sheikh 
Jarrah area of Jerusalem who 
built a new home for his son on 
his property; when it was almost 
finished, an Israeli settler family 
moved in, protected by the mili-
tary. He served us tea as he told 
his story how his aged wife had 
to be hospitalized from a scuffle 
with the settlers. 

We joined the silent, peaceful 
demonstrations of the Women 
in Black at Hagar Square in Je-
rusalem, protesting occupation. 
No sooner had we arrived than 
a counter demonstration took 
place by young Israelis armed 
with guns and pistols, waving 
flags and trying to intimidate us.

We listened to one young 
woman from Breaking the Si-
lence, a group of young Israe-
lis who refuse to join the army 
because they disagree with the 
occupation. She spoke about the 
military culture in schools and 
how it can hurt your career if you 
refuse to serve. 

Tell me about the work you’re 
doing with Sabeel. 
Naim Ateek, an Anglican priest 
and co-founder of Sabeel Ec-
umenical Liberation Theolo-
gy Center in Jerusalem, came 

and spoke to a big audience in 
Kelowna on his new book, A 
Palestinian Theology of Libera-
tion: The Bible, Justice and the 
Palestine-Israel Conflict, with a 
lively discussion from Jewish, 
Muslim and Christians present.

Also in Kelowna, with the co-
operation of the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee, Sabeel hosted a 
“Blanket Exercise” – an excel-
lent visual showing a diminish-
ing Palestine.  

Twice the Friends of Sabeel 
North America coordinated a 
Canada-wide internet confer-
ence called “Gaza Calls. . . Can-
ada Answers,” held in our local 
Christian Reformed Church. We 
were connected by live stream 
with three medical staff from a 
major hospital in Gaza. This was 
a great learning and outreach 
project.

Last year our study group 
(which has people of Egyptian, 
Palestinian, Christian and Mus-
lim backgrounds) became the 
Okanagan chapter of Canadians 
for Justice and Peace in the 
Middle East.  We help sponsor 
events and speakers like Robert 
Massoud. He’s a Christian Pales-
tinian Canadian with Zatoun Ol-
ive Oil, a fair-trade project based 
in Ontario, coming to speak in 
early March at about 15 events 
in the North Okanagan. He will 
be preaching at our East Hill 
Community Church, speaking at 
our city library, Vernon Christian 
School and UBC Okanagan. 

It is difficult to see how there 
will be reconciliation between 
Palestinians and Israelis, but 
somewhere the hard work of rec-
onciliation must start. 

“They have treated the wound of 
my people carelessly, saying, ‘Peace, 

peace,’ when there is no peace” 
(Jer. 6:14).

Martin Vegt

Martin is a professional 
photographer who lives 
in Vernon, B.C. He con-
tinues to advocate for 
peace out of his direct ex-
perience and ten years of 
investigation.

A mobile military checkpoint.
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THE RECENT BLOCKADES OF RAILWAYS ACROSS CANADA by oppon-
ents of the Canada GasLink Pipeline (CGL) in northern B.C. raise 
interesting and important questions. The historian in me wonders why 
matters that generate no public discussion at one time, engender extra-
ordinary controversy just a few years later. Until the 1960s, Canadians 
expected downhill ski resorts and golf courses to be constructed and 
expanded in national parks. Then – suddenly – proposals to expand re-
sorts at Lake Louise Ski and Sunshine (both in Banff National Park) in 
the 1970s and 1980s generated enough controversy that the organizers 
of the Calgary Olympics of 1988 did not plan any events in the park. 
Between 2006 and 2008, when the capacity of the Trans Mountain 
Pipeline (TMX) was significantly increased, I wondered, during my 
frequent drives between Edmonton and Prince George, why there was 
little protest over the deforested swath of land created through Jasper 
National and Mount Robson Provincial Parks. Only 12 years later, 
opposition to the twinning of the TMX may make further expansion 
impossible. Indeed, going forward it seems that any proposal to build 
or expand pipelines will face vigorous protest.

There are, of course, legitimate reasons to support or oppose the 
CGL. But one’s opinion should be an informed one. If your position is 
based primarily on environmental grounds, did you form your opinion 

COMPLEX QUESTIONS
Do our opinions about the Canada GasLink Pipeline 
align with the facts?  |  Ted Binnema 

Ted Binnema

Ted researches and teaches 
Indigenous and environ-
mental history of the Uni-
versity of Northern British 
Columbia. He is a member of 
the Prince George Christian 
Reformed Church.

on the facts? While surveys suggest that most Canadians support the 
CGL, if that is true, the supporters were generally quieter than the op-
ponents during the weeks of the blockades. Surveys also suggest that 
some opponents of the CGL conflated the expansion of the TMX with 
the construction of the CGL. These are distinctly different projects. 
The CGL would transport natural gas from northeastern British Col-
umbia to Kitimat, while the TMX would twin an existing oil pipeline 
between Alberta and Burnaby, significantly expanding export oppor-
tunities for Alberta’s oil sands. You can legitimately oppose all expan-
sion of the hydrocarbon economy on environmental grounds, but I fear 
that some people oppose the CGL mistakenly thinking that it is an oil 

Sarah: My name is Sarah 
Beaubien, I am Wet’suwet’en 
from the Likhts’amisyu Clan. 
The last few weeks have had 
their ups and downs; in 2020 you 
wouldn’t think that we would 
still be living in the past of rip-
ping Aboriginal people from 
their lands, but that is exactly 
what we are seeing. I also have 
to stay positive because I know 
God is a God of Justice and that 
is exactly what we are fighting 
for. The people have rights to 
the land and that cannot be over-
looked, that doesn’t mean we 
don’t want to live in harmony 
with people living on our lands. 
Regarding Canada GasLink 
Pipeline (CGL) and the RCMP, 
neither of them should be on 
Wet’suwet’en territory because 
they are not there to uphold 

Wet’suwet’en law. 
  

CC: There are obviously many 
levels of complexity to this dis-
cussion. How are you describing 
the current realities with people 
you’re speaking to? 
Sarah: When talking about the 
situation I always remove CGL. 
It has everything to do with be-
ing recognized – something that 
had never been fully done in 
the past. When you are pushing 
through without consent, you 
are deciding not to recognize 
the people and their laws. Now 
some people can argue and say 
they got consent, but with the 
Wet’suwet’en people, the gov-
ernance system of our ancestors 
is still intact and that is what we 
live by. So the best thing people 
can do is understand and gain 
knowledge of that system.

CC: What do you wish Can-
adians knew about the Wet’su-
wet’en?
Sarah: We as the Wet’suwet’en 
do not have a treaty; our lands 

are not ceded or surrendered. 
We aren’t going anywhere. We 
are human, which may seem like 
a silly thing to say but when we 
have not been treated humanly I 
think it is important to point out. 
We as Wet’suwet’en and other 
indigenous groups have a place 
in the Glory of God and we are 
worthy of God’s Love.

 
CC: Have you felt supported by 
your local Christian community 
during this time? 
Sarah: As Christians, the more 
we learn and understand the 
more we become ambassadors 
of Christ. As complicated as we 
can make the situation, it can 
[also] be simplified. We need to 
look at the past, realizing how 
wrong and horrible it was, and 
then make sure that those same 
things don’t happen again. Here 
in 2020 you still have Aboriginal 
people being forcibly removed 
from their lands. In the United 
Nations Declaration of the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples it 
addresses this in Article 7 and 

‘IT’S NOT ABOUT A PIPELINE’
A Wet’sewet’en Christian talks about the ongoing land rights conflict in B.C.

pipeline. On the other hand, some 
people assume that, if the project 
has passed all the legal tests, and 
if the project promises good jobs 
for people, we ought not to stand 
in the way. Open debate on the 
issue is important.

LEGITIMATE DISAGREEMENT
During the past weeks, people 
often said they supported the 
Wetʼsuwetʼen in their protest 
of the pipeline, or, if they were 
more aware of the complexities, 
that they supported the Wetʼsu-
wetʼen hereditary chiefs. But 
there has been little public dis-
cussion about a theme that goes 
back as far as Europe’s first en-
counter with North America – 
the use of indigenous people by 
non-indigenous people to their 
own ends. Neither has there been 
a discussion about the legitimacy 
of hereditary leaders. If we agree 
that political power should be in-
herited among the Wetʼsuwetʼen, 
do we also wish to live in a polit-
ical system like that? If we reject 
the position that political power 
should be inherited, why have so 
many of us articulated support 
for the hereditary chiefs? On the 
other hand, it is not clear wheth-
er a majority of the Wetʼsuwetʼen 
do support the pipeline. Have the 
elected band leaders misread the 
sentiments of their people? 

I have heard people describe 
Wetʼsuwetʼen supporters of the 
CGL as “sell-outs,” as if any “au-
thentic” indigenous person would 
oppose the project. But I have 
also heard people imply that the 
Wetʼsuwetʼen should support a 
project that may bring employ-
ment and other benefits to their 
communities, and to reduce the 
number of their members reliant 
on government support. We ought 
to acknowledge that disagreement 
on the CGL is as legitimate with-
in the Wetʼsuwetʼen community 
as it is among other Canadians. 
We should avoid putting the 
Wetʼsuwetʼen in our own boxes, 
and always pray that, in the long 
term, the Wetʼsuwetʼen people 
benefit from how the events will 
unfold.  

again in Article 10.
 

CC:Is there anything that Chris-
tians can do locally and nation-
ally to encourage healthy dia-
logue about complex issues of in-
digenous rights and governance?
Sarah: We need to gain more 
knowledge. I always say we need 
to understand the indigenous 
groups whose lands we occupy – 
start with that. With the truth, the 
issues disappear one by one. As 
Christians we need to be in search 
of the truth. Truth does not come 
from social media. We need to be 
willing to go to the source.

 
CC: What challenges are at work 
in supporting people on all sides 
of this issue? 
Sarah: I think it is really easy 
for us to get distracted on side 
issues, but the real issue has to 
do with Aboriginal Rights and 
Title. This is not about a pipe-
line. We also have to talk about 
the past and some people get 
upset that the past is still being 
brought up, but the unfortunate 
truth is the past has not become 
the past when we are still living 
it. There are a lot of small issues 
but of course I believe that if we 
lead in the love of Christ that his 
love will prevail. 

Poster for an upcoming film called “Invasion,” with art by Gord Hill.
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Reviews

clude some beautiful suggestions of a Christian sexual ethic that sees 
“someone as a whole person and not just a willing body” and adds 
concern to the secular ethic of consent and mutuality. But I’m not 
completely on board with her invitation to “burn it the f*%& down 
and start over.” 

JIM: In many ways Shameless is more of what I’ve come appreci-
ate about Bolz-Weber’s books. As in Pastrix and Accidental Saints, 
she offers fascinating glimpses into the lives of people in her daring 
ministry. 

SARA: Those stories of parishioners who suffered abuse, shame, and 
rejection from churches, and Christians who impose their sexual ethic 
without grace or compassion and with ignorance and hatred, resonated 
most. I heard echoes of stories of students I’ve pastored. I share both 
Bolz-Weber’s rage and her deep compassion for them; I’ve seen the 
harm caused to people I love. 

SEARCHING FOR A SEXUAL ETHIC

JIM: I’ve appreciated Nadia Bolz-Weber’s books, blogs, sermons, 
and much of Shameless. But as a semi-retired, white-privileged 
pastor, I risk cultural (mis)appropriation, poking around in lives of 
people in ways that could harm – not help.

You, though, Sara, working with university students, have a closer 
view into their lives and issues of sexuality. So, thanks for discuss-
ing this book together. How did Shameless affect your own life and 
work?

SARA: Thanks for the invitation to collaborate, Jim. I picked up 
Shameless on the urging of a campus ministry alumnus. I hadn’t read 
much by Bolz-Weber, though I was familiar with her perspective and 
brazen style. 

Since starting in campus ministry over 12 years ago, sexuality, 
purity and relationships have been among the most-discussed topics 
with both graduate students and undergrads. So parts of Shameless 
resonated deeply – particularly the stories she tells from her vulner-
able parishioners’ lives.  

JIM: Well, I hesitated to write this. Not that I’ve lost verve for Bolz-
Weber’s edgy pastoral and literary work, but having read Shameless I 
find my boundaries falling in different places from hers. 

SARA: To be honest, I expected I’d concur with Bolz-Weber in con-
tent and just take issue with her radical tone, given what I knew of her 
before. Based on pastoral work with young adults, I agree that much 
needs to change about how the Church teaches, discusses and mod-
els sexuality. Yet I filled my book’s margins with both exclamation 
marks (resonance) and some question marks.

JIM: Though she’s no longer pastor of Denver’s House for All Sin-
ners and Saints Evangelical Lutheran Church, that congregation’s life 
and ethos still play a variation on the melody of Shameless. But here 
Bolz-Weber modulated to a more dissonant melody than in two pre-
vious books.

SARA: Most of this book emphasizes the harmful Christian posture 
toward sexuality that Bolz-Weber is fighting against and less her pro-
posal to replace it. It’s not absent – the first and last chapters in-

Sara Gerritsma De Moor and James Dekker

SHAMELESS: A SEXUAL 
REFORMATION 
Nadia Bolz-Weber
Convergent, 2019.

JIM: Bolz-Weber’s description of the Purity Movement is reveal-
ing, though scary. She exposes it as a male-chauvinistic tool to keep 
women from expressing sexuality in any supposedly tempting way. 
Meanwhile, females carry “purity’s” burden with ZERO correspond-
ing rules for males to control lust. 
 
SARA: I grew up adjacent to that Purity culture in the 1990s-2000s. 
As a teenager I read I Kissed Dating Goodbye and wore a “True Love 
Waits” ring! I now pastor young women who are processing their 
shame and confusion emerging from the same purity culture.

Overwhelmingly, the questions young women raised in churches 
(especially evangelical) long to discuss are: the creational goodness of 
women’s bodies, how our bodies work, female desire, healthy bound-
aries (not just physical) in romantic relationships, and the gendered 
power dynamics that often lead to abuses of power in churches (which 
most have encountered personally). 

They may have received some education from parents, churches, 
or schools about the biology of sex (how to put on a condom, what 
intercourse and menstruation are). But they long for and usually lack a 
nuanced, articulated, holistic sexual ethic that both embraces the God-
given goodness of bodies, desire and sex, and is compassionately clear 
about healthy boundaries within which these good things might flour-
ish. Singleness and sexuality also come up often; most students are 
single and data suggests this generation will be single far longer than 

Nadia Bolz-Weber’s previous  books.
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Jim Dekker

Jim was almost surely saved 
from apostasy by the minis-
trations of two marvellous 
campus pastors while study-
ing German at Ohio State 
University. 

Reviews

TWELVE-YEAR-OLD JUDE LIVES 
in Syria with her parents and her 
brother Issa. So far, she’s known 
only the peace and joy of belong-
ing to a loving family immersed 
in a Muslim community with a 
rich culture and devout religious 
practices.

But now she’s begun to worry 
because Issa is always talking 
about revolution, democracy, and 
change. Jude doesn’t want any-
thing to change. However, polit-
ical turmoil between government 
forces and rebel fighters sweeps 
Jude and her family into its vor-
tex, and Jude learns that she and 

her mother will be moving to 
America to stay with Jude’s uncle 
for awhile. 

In Jude’s eyes “America is 
/ full of new things. / Glittery / 
blinking / in-your-face / things. 
/ Everything in America / moves 
fast / and is loud. / Cars honk-
ing / Traffic lights flashing / Big 
billboards advertising / ham-
burgers / drinks / an entirely 
new life.” Culture shock dizzies 
Jude as she tries to adjust to her 
uncle’s family life and her new 
school. Issa’s farewell words – 
“Be brave” – repeatedly echo in 
Jude’s mind.

At first “being brave in smaller 
steps” means meeting and talking 
to the other students in her ESL 
class and trying out for a part in 
the school play. But when terror-
ists attack the United States, Jude 
must draw on a deeper bravery. 
Her Muslim friend warns her 
that now she “will learn what 
it means to be a / Muslim / in 
America.” Jude comes to under-
stand her friend’s warning as she 
faces discrimination and hatred. 
But she and her family also feel 
the love of others who see them 
for who they truly are – friends, 
not enemies.

Author Jasmine Warga blends 
poetry and lyrical narrative to 
poignantly share the fictional ex-
perience of one girl who suffers 
in her homeland and in her new 
country, yet discovers that both 
can be home; she doesn’t need to 
choose between them.  

SMALL STEPS OF BRAVERY

OTHER WORDS FOR HOME 
Jasmine Warga 
Balzer + Bray, 2019.

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema
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Feddema

Sonya is a freelance writer 
living in St Catharines, Ont.

their parents.

JIM: Bolz-Weber writes about 
the torment her friend Cindy ex-
perienced. While younger she 
attended “purity retreats” for 
women to “transcend their sinful 
bodies.” Yet later she fell into an 
affair with her pastor’s wife while 
married to the church’s worship 
leader. That story alone exempli-
fies the shame of sexuality that 
has historically bound the Chris-
tian church. What struck you?  

SARA: I found compelling Bolz-
Weber’s phrase “sexual steward-
ship.” Based on her reading of the 
Parable of the Talents (Matthew 
25:14-20), she tells of a couple 
who “followed all the rules” – ab-
staining from sex until marriage 
and practicing male headship. 
She argues the couple “buried 
their innate sexual development 
in order to please the master” 
like the wicked servant buried 
his master’s money. Both servant 
and couple expected rewards, but 
instead experienced pain, loneli-
ness, and broken relationships. 
I question this comparison, but 
“sexual stewardship” may be a 
fruitful idea. 

I also appreciated her discus-
sion of sexual desire and pornog-
raphy, particularly her take on 
ways that our consumer culture 
over-saturates us with pleasurable 
taste. Using sugar as an example, 
she suggests this double excess 
might dull our appreciation of 
natural goodness. “I wonder if 
the cost . . . is a loss of pleasure, 

not an abundance of it. Can we enjoy the pleasure of our middle-aged 
spouse’s body after consuming two straight hours of internet porn fea-
turing impossibly perfect, hairless, willing, youthful actors?” 

JIM: Bolz-Weber’s subtitle proposes a “sexual revolution.” Thoughts? 

SARA: Much must change in ways that people discuss, create, and 
embody a Christian sexual ethic in and outside of churches. On that 
I completely agree with Bolz-Weber. I’m not convinced, though, that 
her “burn it down and start over sexual revolution” is the answer. 

Some holistic, faithful, image-bearing resources from Scripture and 
Judeo-Christian tradition remain helpful – though they may need to 
be reclaimed or revised. Feminist interpretations of the Song of Songs 
and the long history of women Biblical interpreters have subverted and 
opposed male interpretations of Scripture. Amanda Benckhuysen’s re-
cently released The Gospel According to Eve: A History of Women’s 
Interpretation is an example.

What was your response to her proposed “sexual revolution”?
 

JIM: I have two reservations. First, Bolz-Weber describes her own 
recent transitions and seems to apply them to principles for the “revo-
lution.” She writes poignantly about her own abortion many years ago, 
describing the emotional and spiritual hurricane she survived. If there 
were a personal argument for abortion, this episode in her life would 
carry weight.

SARA: That’s where I put one of my question marks. Sometimes 

Sara Gerritsma 
De Moor 
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a Campus Pastor at the Uni-
versity of Guelph.

it feels like this book is Bolz-
Weber’s form of therapy, exor-
cising, sometimes justifying the 
troubling parts of her story. I 
can’t agree with her bold state-
ment that to this day she believes 
her decision to have an abortion 
was “the right one,” even though 
I have compassion for the terribly 
difficult position she was in then. 

JIM: I was jolted by Bolz-
Weber’s telling of how she left 
her husband Matthew a few years 
ago because it was a largely sex-
less, boring union. That version 
differs considerably from an arti-
cle she wrote years ago about 
meeting and marrying Matthew. 
She now enjoys sexual fulfill-
ment with Eric, a former lover, 
though mentions nothing of in-
tent to marry. Does she traverse 
her own life changes mostly to 
cast off historical mores of fidel-
ity for the sake of sexual pleas-
ure. How long can that last?

My second caution applies to 
other writings, namely her com-
bative, one-finger-salute style. At 
first it’s fun to laugh along with 
her profane insults. But three 
books, many blogs, and inter-
views in, the raunchiness cloys. 
Her rhetoric reminds me of the 
gross excesses in Martin Lu-
ther’s, John Calvin’s and others’ 
polemics. Worse, though, the 
tone comes perilously close to the 
rawness, rudeness and vulgarity 
of U.S. political discourse, mod-
elled so damagingly by Donald 
Trump. Such rhetoric will per-
suade no one who doesn’t already 

agree with her.
But I’m hopeful. That old say-

ing is accurate for everybody: 
“The Lord is not finished with me 
yet.” I believe, as one friend told 
me, that Nadia Bolz-Weber’s sex-
ual revolution hasn’t reached the 
last station. Where she will keep 
going is uncertain, but some time 
she will have to offer principles 
and boundaries for commitment 
instead of what appears a “Just 
do it” ethic.

SARA: I applaud Bolz-Weber 
for boldly pushing back against 
a Christian sexual ethic that has 
done harm to many, and has 
shrouded sexuality and desire in 
a cloak of shame and secrecy in 
the church. I’m thankful for her 
openness and studied rejection 
of what has come before. On the 
other hand, if this book fully de-
scribes the revolution she’s start-
ing, I hesitate to jump on this 
bandwagon. How about continu-
ing to wrestle with Scripture, cul-
ture, and tradition, learning from 
and with those who are on the 
margins?   

Nadia Bolz-Weber meeting Jim Dekker in 2016. 
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not filling myself up, and I’m not 
being present with him and I’m 
not listening to him, then I’m not 
allowing him to love me. I’m just 
doing my job. Then the Holy Spirit 
doesn’t do the work in others and 
he certainly doesn’t do the work in 
me. I’m not my best self, and I’m 
not my fully present self to others.”

Alexandra Kuykendall, author 
of Loving My Actual Neighbour, 
agrees. “As an introvert I need 
my downtime,” says Kuykendall. 
“That doesn’t mean I can’t have 
an uncomfortable conversation. 
It doesn’t mean I can’t walk up to 
somebody and introduce myself. 
But if I do that, I need to make 
sure I have balance. That I have 
some energy-replenishing time in 
my day. That I am spending some 
time alone and in quiet so that I 
can refuel.” 

Kuykendall has some advice for 
people who are trying to be more 
hospitable but feel overwhelmed 
by the idea of something like 
hosting dinners or committing 
to weekly or biweekly meetings. 
“Love your neighbours within 
the context of their actual lives,” 
said Kuykendall. “You can have 
this idea of being interruptible –  

having enough space in your life 
that if somebody is talking to you 
in the checkout line in the grocery 
store, you carry on a conversation 
with them.”

One of the benefits of Kuykend-
all’s method is that it takes little ex-
tra effort. “It’s a little bit of civility, 
but it’s also just noticing who God 
has put in front of you right now,” 
she continues. “It allows you to 
love your neighbour as you’re go-
ing around doing things you would 
be doing anyway.”

DAILY DUTY 
The simple act of noticing and 
engaging with those around you 
can build up your community, 
and as a result help heal those 
around you. “It’s not okay to do 
it alone,” says Bartel. “Isolation 
is death. God built us for commu-
nity. He himself is in community: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We 
are the hands and feet of Jesus, 
and we communicate that with 
his people when we live in rela-
tionships, and love even when it’s 
hard.”

And when loving someone gets 
hard or uncomfortable, Kuykend-
all says you should question why 

“THERE IS NOTHING greater than 
giving people space to be,” says 
Nicola Bartel, executive direc-
tor at Mercy Canada. “To go 
into those dark places and not 
be alone. That’s the love of God 
when he promises that he will 
never leave us. And when he sits 
with us in that dark place and in 
the presence of somebody – a 
neighbour, a friend, whoever that 
is – he works in that community, 
in that beautiful space, and helps 
someone walk through it and out 
of it.”

Young women come to Mercy 
from across Canada to find heal-
ing and acceptance. In short, 
they come for the hospitality. 
The residential care facility and 
wellness centre in Surrey, B.C., 
serves women between the ages 
of 19 and 30 who are struggling 
with a wide variety of life-con-
trolling issues. 

Some of them are struggling with 
eating disorders, others are over-

coming addictions to drugs and 
alcohol, wrestling with the fear and 
uncertainties of unplanned preg-
nancies, or conquering the pain and 
trauma of being trafficked.

At Mercy they meet women, 
like Bartel, who genuinely love 
them for who they are. People who 
are willing to sit with them as they 
grapple with their pain and prob-
lems. “Every single woman who 
has come through [Mercy] will talk 
about how they felt so loved, so ac-
cepted, and not judged. That the 
time that was given to sit in those 
dark places and [have someone] 
just sit with them and be present 
allowed them to go on their own 
journeys. To experience God on 
their own terms,” says Bartel.

She says that simply being with 
people who are struggling, and 
letting them experience all of their 
emotions as they walk through 
their challenges is one of the best 
things we can do. 

But helping out and being  

truly present isn’t always easy. 
The commitment involved can be 
overwhelming. Our perceptions 
about those before us get in the 
way. The busyness or stressors 
in our own lives cloud our com-
passion. Sometimes we just don’t 
want to get involved.

Bartel is fully aware of the 
amount of emotional fortitude it 
can take to walk alongside some-
one who is struggling. She’s been 
helping hurting women for almost 
25 years, and she’s quick to point 
out that she’s not doing it alone. 
There is a process to helping oth-
ers: “It’s connecting to God. It’s 
connecting to self. And then, you 
can connect with others.”

SELF-CARE FIRST
While that might seem like com-
mon sense in Christian circles, 
Bartel went on to explain why it’s 
so important to be connected with 
God and self first: “If I’m not in 
a good place with God, and I’m 

Features

HUMBLE HOSPITALITY 
Showing up for your neighbour.  |  Christina Van Starkenburg 
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HOSPITALITY PRIMER
Loving those around you, whether it’s the cashier at the grocery store, the difficult co-worker, 
or the family with screaming children next door, isn’t always the easiest or most comfortable. 
Sometimes we avoid it because we have pressing concerns happening in our lives. Other times 
we avoid it or push it back to another time because we’re busy or unsure how to reach out.

However, if you look at how many times the Bible says to love others, this isn’t something 
we should put off until later. Yet we still try. “And somehow you’ve delayed loving your neigh-
bour, which is your responsibility every day,” says author Alexandra Kuykendall, “until three 
months later when it’s this big production.”

It doesn’t have to be a big production, and it doesn’t have to take you away from your daily 
life. In her book Loving My Actual Neighbour, Kuykendall elaborates on seven practices to love 
your neighbours where they are and where you are.

1. Start with humility. As Kuykendall points out, “the definition of love [from 1 Corin-
thians 13:4-7] involves a humble spirit. Love and humility go hand in hand” (43). We 
are not better than those around us, and their current struggles don’t bar them from the 
love of God.

2. Learn how to ask open-ended questions to invite conversation. Pay attention to the 
verbal and non-verbal cues from both yourself and the individual you’re speaking 
with. An interrogation is not a loving, safe environment that allows someone to open 
up with their struggles, joys and concerns.

3. Don’t let yourself get so focused on asking the right question that you forget to listen. 
If you didn’t understand something, or you’re worried you’re misunderstanding, ask 
them to clarify, and then pause to hear their response.

4. Stay with them when things are hard. As Nicola Bartel of Mercy Canada says, sit with 
them in their dark places, be present and love them as they walk through it.

5. Acknowledge that there are some things you cannot control or change. You don’t 
pick who moves in next door or who hangs out at your favourite park. You also can’t 
change who you are. If you’re introverted, you’re going to need to take some time to 
recharge, and that’s okay.

6. Let them into your life. Tell them about your joys and what you do for fun; you could 
even invite them along. Share with them what your struggles are and how God is 
helping you.

7. Finally, give freely. Give your time, your talents and your resources. Build up the com-
munity around you with acts of forgiveness, mercy and grace.

Loving our neighbours doesn’t have to be difficult, and it doesn’t always look the way we 
think. When you live out Christian hospitality in your neighbourhood, ask God for his help, 
because God does it best.

“Often we love our neighbours in a certain way because that’s the only way we can think of, 
but God’s creative. Ask for creative solutions,” says Kuykendall. “We can ask him to give us 
eyes to see [who’s in front of us], pure hearts as we love our neighbours, and wisdom to know 
the best ways to love them.” – CVS

Note from CC: Sometimes people’s struggles are beyond our capacities to help. Be sure to 
reach out to others – pastors, counsellors, health professionals or even police – if you think 
someone needs more help than you can offer, or is in danger of hurting themselves or others. 

you feel that way. “Ask yourself, 
if something was different about 
this person, would it change my 
opinion about them?” 

That doesn’t mean you ig-
nore your sense of ill-ease, but, 
if it is safe, you remain anyway. 
Kuykendall calls the practice 
of showing up, “standing in the 
awkward.” “It is standing in that 
uncomfortable place and not 
leaving when it’s hard for the 
person we’re trying to love,” 
explains Kuykendall. You can 
insert in there any hard circum-
stance where you stay with your 
neighbours and you support them 
in that, so grief, disappointment, 
heartache, or conflict.

“We tend to flee when there’s 
conflict if we are not a part of 
it,” continued Kuykendall, “but 
sometimes we need to be with 
people when they are in their 
conflict. That doesn’t mean we 
enter into the conflict, it just 
means that we are a support for 
them as they are working through 
things in their own lives.”

It also doesn’t mean we need 
to have all of the answers. As 
Bartel points out, “Even when 
you don’t have the answers, 
you can still be present and 
withhold judgement, and, cer-
tainly, challenge. Challenge is 
needed and accountability, but 
it’s the love of God that leads 
people out of darkness.”

JUST BE YOU 
While this kind of radical hos-
pitality, or sitting with some-
one who is actively hurting, 
can seem intense or difficult for 
most people, Kuykendall points 
out that it’s important for us to 
focus on what we do well: “In-
stead of focusing on what we 
can’t do or don’t do well, focus 
on what can I do and what is go-
ing to help this person in front 
of me feel loved in a way that 
feels natural and not forced.”

Because as Bartel points out, 
being genuine is important: “The 
women we serve can spot a fake 
a mile away. They know [if I’m 
just doing tasks]. They are really 
good sensors.”

The nice thing about focusing 
on activities and actions that you 
are already good at means that 
helping or being kind to others 
doesn’t have to be a big produc-
tion. “It’s a bit of a perspective 
shift,” says Kuykendall. “It’s 

noticing who God put in front of 
you right now, and loving your 
neighbour while doing your life 
as you would be already.”

Because hospitality isn’t about 
perfection. Our homes, our lives, 
our children’s behaviours, none 
of it needs to be perfect. As Cher-
yl Buchanan, a spiritual director 
who along with her husband, 
Mark is researching biblical 
hospitality and how it relates to 
the village of Le Chambon in 
France, explains, “Part of what 
I’ve learned is it really doesn’t 
matter what my house looks like 
or what I’m serving to eat. [My 
indigenous friends] will give 
you a baloney sandwich if that’s 
what they have in the house, and 
there’s no shame in that. They 
think ‘Let’s share together what 
we have.’ They are the most hos-
pitable people I know.” 

Another aspect of hospitality is 
letting others serve your needs. 
“Biblically, hospitality is not 
something we extend, but some-
thing we receive,” explained 
Mark Buchanan. “We’re sharing 
in the depths of the heart of God 
when we receive the hospitality 
of others and eat whatever is put 
before us. Some of it is weird, 
but there’s something about go-
ing into a person’s home. They’re 
honoured when you invite them 
into your home, but they’re more 
honoured when you go to theirs.”

Letting them serve you also 
enriches your life. “When we 
are offering someone hospital-
ity, which means we are wel-
coming them into our lives 
somehow, we are opening our-
selves up to be loved by our 
neighbours,” says Kuykendall. 
“They are not our projects, and 
my life is so much richer be-
cause they have loved me.” 
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“. . . You are no longer foreign-
ers and aliens, but fellow citizens 
with God’s people” (Eph.2:19).

IN 1958, AFTER HAVING lived in 
Canada for seven years, my fa-
ther decided that it was time for 
us to become Canadian citizens. 
My mother, with a Grade 5 Dutch 
education and limited English, 
was very worried that she would 
not pass the test. I remember 
coming home from school and 
finding my Mom ecstatic about 
having succeeded and now being 
a Canadian citizen. 

“So, what did the citizenship 
judge ask you about Canada?” I 
inquired. 

“He asked me, ‘How do you like 
living in Canada, Mrs. Bruinsma?’”

“And what did you say?”
“I said, ‘I like it very much, 

your Honour.’”
That was it. My father also 

passed the “test” and I, being a 
minor, became a Canadian citi-
zen along with my parents.

RAISING THE BAR
How different all of this is today. 
To become a Canadian citizen 
now you must be a permanent 
resident, have lived in Canada 
for three out of the last five years, 
prove your language skills in ei-
ther English or French, pay $360 

BECOMING A CANADIAN CITIZEN
Bob Bruinsma  |  bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Bob is a retired Professor of Education (The King’s University) living 
in Edmonton.  

($100 if you are a minor under 18 
years of age), and pass a test on 
your rights, responsibilities and 
knowledge of Canada.

As an English language arts 
educator, I was particularly inter-
ested in this last requirement and 
thus I downloaded a copy of the 
government manual called Dis-
cover Canada: The Rights and 
Responsibilities of Citizenship 
(hereafter, DC). DC is a 68-page 
booklet crammed with informa-
tion about Canada’s history, geog-
raphy and form of government. I 
performed a readability analysis 
on DC and found it to be written 
at a level somewhere from about 
Grade 12 to beginning university. 

And then there is the online test. 
It consists of 20 items of multiple 
choice and true/false questions of 
which 15 of 20 (75 percent) must be 
answered correctly to pass. (There 
is a pool of hundreds of questions 
based on DC from which the gov-
ernment constructs many test ver-
sions.) If you fail, you can repeat 
the test after waiting 4-8 weeks. If 
you fail again, you can ask to meet 
with an immigration officer for an 
oral examination and interview. I’m 
not sure what happens if you fail 
this third try. Not surprisingly, there 
is a flourishing private, for-profit 
industry eager to help aspiring ap-
plicants to study for the test.

TOO DIFFICULT?
Would you pass the Canadian 
citizenship test today? You can 
test yourself with the sample of 
eight questions in the sidebar on 
this page. Did you pass? I took 
three of the actual 20-item tests 
and received scores of 65 per-
cent, 80 percent and 90 percent. 
So I failed the first one. Don’t be 
too disappointed if you didn’t 
do very well; you are not alone. 
In July 2019, CTV reported 
on a poll by Forum Research 
in which a random sample of 
1,645 voters (thus Canadian cit-
izens) were given 10 test ques-
tions based on DC. Only 12 
percent of the respondents got 
eight or more correct answers. 
The average score was five out 
of 10. My mother would also 
not have fared well were she to 
try to become a Canadian citi-
zen today. 

At the very least, DC should 
be re-written in a much simpler 
form and many of the trivial and 
arcane test questions should be 
eliminated from the pool (for ex-
ample, Who is on the $100 note? 
and What is “Habeus Corpus”?). 
In 2016, I sent a seven-page 
study on the readability of Dis-
cover Canada to the then Minis-
ter of Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship. The minister’s repre-
sentative replied that “your com-
ments will be considered for any 
future updates.” To my knowl-
edge, no substantial updates or 
revisions have been made to the 
2020 edition.

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW CANADA?
The following questions are from the current citizenship test.

1. What are the three responsibilities of citizenship? 
a) Being loyal to Canada, recycling newspapers, serving in 
the navy, army or air force.
b) Obeying the law, taking responsibility for oneself and 
one’s family, serving on a jury.
c) Learning both official languages, voting in elections, 
belonging to a union.
d) Buying Canadian products, owning your own business, 
using less water.

2. In what year did Canada become a country? 
a) 1867
b) 1871
c) 1898
d) 1870

3.  What are the three conditions to be able to vote in a 
federal election? 
a) Canadian citizen, at least 18 years old, and on the voter’s list.
b) Canadian citizen, at least 21 years old, and on the voter’s list.
c) Living outside Canada for less than 5 years, Canadian 
citizen, and at least 21 years old.
d) Working for the government in the Canadian Armed Forces or 
another organization, at least 21 years old, and Canadian citizen.

4. What are the three main groups of Aboriginal people? 
a) Iroquois, Haida, Inuit.
b) Inuit, First Nations, Métis.
c) Haida, Métis, Iroquois.
d) First Nations, Inuit, Mi’kmaq.

5. Which is the only officially bilingual province? 
a) Quebec
b) Ontario
c) New Brunswick
d) Yukon

6. Which four provinces first formed Confederation? 
a) Ontario, Quebec, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia.
b) Quebec, Nova Scotia, Manitoba, Prince Edward Island.
c) Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
d) Ontario, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island.

7. What are the three parts of Parliament? 
a) The House of Commons, the Queen, the Prime Minister’s 
Office (PMO).
b) The Prime Minister (PM), the Senate, the House of Commons.
c) The Queen, the House of Commons and the Senate.
d) The Queen, the Prime Minister and the Governor General.

8. Why are the Great Lakes important to Canada? 
a) Fresh water and waterways
b) Fishing
c) Waterways
d) Water for agriculture.

Turn to page 23 for the answers!

WHAT ABOUT YOU?
If you or your parents immigrated to Canada, what do you 
remember about the experience?
Have you or your church helped any new immigrants get settled 
in Canada today? We’d love to hear your stories! Email editor@
christiancourier.ca.
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THE MANDATE LETTERS FOR THREE federal cabinet ministers this year 
include finding a way to “better incorporate quality of life measure-
ments into government decision-making and budget processes.” While 
this may sound like another frivolous, feel-good Liberal talking point, it 
could have profound implications. And it is in line with Biblical teach-
ings. The Bible is full of warnings about letting wealth and economics 
dictate our lives, at the expense of other factors that are equally import-
ant for our well-being – or flourishing, to use a Biblical word. How we 

measure progress and societal needs reflects our deepest beliefs. 
The current measure of economic growth, the Gross Domestic Prod-

uct (GDP), has become an idol; it is weaponized in our public debates. 
If the GDP drops, there is panic; if it rises, other issues are ignored. 
The problem is that it is a poor surrogate for well-being. It makes no 
distinctions between harmful economic actions, such as buying cig-
arettes, and good actions, such as buying food for a hungry child. It 
does not subtract the costs of damaging actions, like pollution, and it 
excludes all the non-paid work that is essential for well-being. 

MEASURING SHALOM
It is challenging to measure well-being in numbers. A lot of work has 
been done to develop indicators that reflect a more holistic sense of a 
healthy society. The Canadian Well-being Index (CWI), a project housed 
at the University of Waterloo, and now championed by former Governor 
General David Johnstone, provides an insightful alternative to the GDP 
as a tool to measure progress. 

Can it make a difference? Between 1994 and 2014, the GDP in Canada 
grew over 38 percent, but the CWI, a measure of well-being, rose only 
nine percent. After 2008, the economy recovered but the well-being gap be-
tween people in Canada widened. That assessment resonates with surveys 

The Canadian Index 
of Child and Youth Well-being
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and polls that capture a common 
sense that some are being left be-
hind in what makes life work well 
while the GDP grows. 

Other countries such as New 
Zealand, Scotland, the Nordics and 
the Netherlands are finding ways 
to better balance these factors in 
public debates and reports on the 
economy that drive allocation of 
resources. There are other tools, 
such as the Genuine Progress In-
dicator (GPI), and all of them can 
be critiqued. As should our current 
reliance on the GDP. 

REAL COSTS
Given the features of the Canadian 
way of life, it would be helpful to 
have better measures than we do 
now. Imagine the impact if news 
reports included a measure of 
well-being as well as the GDP and 
stock market fluctuations. Imag-
ine a national budget that balances 
several indicators instead of let-
ting economic growth dominate 
and drive all the other factors. 

A better measure of progress 
would help with two core issues. 
First is the over-emphasis we now 
give to the economic side of life. 
The budget has become the primary 
tool of governing. The extent of that 
distortion was on display last year 
when refugee policy, the poverty 
plan and the right to housing were 
all lumped into the budget. Second 
is that real costs are ignored, such as 

destruction of the environment and 
erosion of community, essentials for 
human well-being. We can no lon-
ger afford to ignore such costs. 

I had the opportunity to work on 
a Child Well-being Index, housed 
at UNICEF. The process forced 

everyone to think about what re-
ally counts if we want to create 
a healthy context for all children 
to develop their full potential. A 
creative artist chose to portray 
the results as a tree, the image of 
flourishing in the Bible.  

GDP ≠ well-being.

IN DECEMBER 1967, Christiaan 
Barnard carried out the first heart 
transplant. The patient died 18 
days later of pneumonia. Today 
about 70 percent of patients sur-
vive more than five years after 
such a transplant, and over 50 per-
cent survive more than 10 years. 
Given the compromised health of 
many patients receiving a heart 
transplant, these are remarkable 
survival rates.

Many other organ transplants 
show similar success. Lung 
transplant patients have a 50 per-
cent survival rate after 5.5 years. 
Kidney transplant recipients live 
about 10 to 15 years longer than 
patients on dialysis. Needless to 
say, transplantation has come a 

A SMALL FORETASTE
Rudy Eikelboom  | reikelboom@wlu.ca
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long way since its early days, and 
in many cases it is now the gold 
standard in treatment for end-case 
medical conditions. However, 
there is one major limit on trans-
plants: donors.

But there are ways to increase 
the donor ranks. Currently, in On-
tario, you have to register to be 
an organ donor, even if you’ve 
signed a donor card. You can do 
this online or at a ServiceOntario 
location. This is what’s known as 
an opt-in system. An opt-out sys-
tem, like the one instituted last 
year in Nova Scotia, gets better 
results. The difference is huge: 
below 15 percent of the popula-
tion donates under opt-in, over 85 
percent under opt-out.

ALREADY-BUT-NOT-YET
For Christians, the death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is the centre of 
our faith. His resurrection sweeps 
away the death that we and every 
creature on earth faces, and we 
look forward to the promise of 
coming into our true home be-
cause of the work Christ accom-
plished on the cross. For most of 
humanity, this will be a resur-
rection, while for those who are 
alive at the second coming of our 
Lord, it will be a direct entry into 
the New Jerusalem.

Scripture’s descriptions of the 

ultimate result of Easter are rich 
with metaphor but vague on de-
tails. The coming reality is cap-
tured in many ways: as the church 
being the bride of Christ, as our 
Lord returning like a thief in the 
night and as a city descending 
from on high. We are told that at 
death, we will go to a place with 
many mansions, where we are 
not given in marriage and where 
every tear shall be wiped away. 
As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 
15, without the resurrection, our 
hope would be vain. But what 
our new life will be is unclear; 
we see darkly. He says later, “For 
the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, 
and we will be changed” (1 Cor. 
15:52). Thus, we Christians wait 
in the already-but-not-yet for the 
glory that will be revealed to us.

Transplants are a way of re-
storing life, a gift that is, in a 
small way, a repetition of what 
our Father did for us in his Son’s 

resurrection. We can see life 
where death has ruled. Like all 
things in this “not yet,” it is a 
limited gift; though death is de-
layed, all transplant recipients 
do still die. For the recipient, the 
transplant is a foretaste of what 
will come to full glory when our 
Lord returns. For the donor, it is 
a dying to Christ and an oppor-
tunity to participate in his death 
with a bit of the promise of the 
resurrection realized.

In the spirit of Easter’s resur-
rection, Christians should be at 
the forefront of those pushing for 
legal changes that make trans-
plants more available. We should 
all be willing to be individual or-
gan donors and make that decision 
known to those around us. And we 
should push for legislative chan-
ges that make organ donation the 
legal default, unless an individual 
has explicitly opted out of the do-
nation program. Our Lord’s death 
and resurrection requires it. 
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IT WAS A FAMILY LONG weekend 
and we headed out of town. They 
say that in Cornwall, the toe tip 
of Britain, spring comes early. 
Maybe we’d find good weather. 
Sunshine. Warmth.

Well, that was optimistic, and 
we did get soggy, but we also saw 
fields of daffodils, a church with 
a cross made of surf boards, and 
seas of every shade of blue there 
is. I’d assumed summer sun made 
the Cornish seas lovely, but it must 
be the stone instead because even 
in the rain, the water was incred-
ibly blue. The churches in Corn-
wall are made of the same stone, 
rough and silvery-grey or oatmeal 
or sometimes pink, and driving 
through this new-to-us landscape, 
we craned our necks for strong 
square steeples, and wondered 
where to stop for lunch. 

We chose Launceston, the an-
cient Cornish capital. The guide-
book recommended a cosy, so-
fa-filled sandwich place, and the 
church was said to be well worth 

A STONE CHURCH 
Katie Munnik  |  katiemunnik@yahoo.ca
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a visit. The café had changed 
hands, but the soup was still deli-
cious, and the church was amaz-
ing. Every surface was covered 
with elaborate carving. There’s 
nothing else like it in England, 
not even in places where the lo-
cal stone is softer and easier to 
carve. Built between 1511 and 
1524, this church is a monument 
to phenomenal effort, artistry 
and vision. Everywhere you look 
there are patterns and flowers, 
minstrels with their instruments, 
ferns and faces. The Magdalen 
herself is depicted lying almost 
flat beside her jar of ointment. 
She is not lovely, and the rough 
stone is worn but the folds of 
her garment and the bend of her 
arm are full of life, and seeing 
her, I was reminded of another 
Mary, another stone statue and 
the words of Luci Shaw who de-
scribes the effect of flesh made of 
stone in her poem “Bread turned 
to Stone: Pietà.” 

“No hearts under the carved 

cloth to pulse . . . How permanent 
is this paralysis? When should 
we expect the miracle? How will 
stone become bread, become Liv-
ing Word again?”

STONE COLD AND STILL
There is a deep stillness to stone, 
even when carved by clever hands. 
There is no life here. We are de-
ceived. Every hint of fiery warmth 
has long cooled and hardened, and 
time and pressure have changed 
every particle. No life at all. 

Like hope on the first Good Fri-
day. Or Easter Saturday. Or any 
moment of that first Easter week-
end before the world knew and 
the disciples witnessed. Those 
days of Christ’s death were filled 
with fear and disappointment. In 
his last days, Christ’s disciples 
clung so hard to the Passover 
hope they understood, a hope of 
ancient days and God rescuing 
the people just in time. But this 
time, the rescue didn’t come. 
Maybe Jesus moved too slowly 
to be rescued and, after his arrest, 
he refused to move at all. His face 
was resolute, his silence, stony. 

The church in Launceston is 
carved of granite, the hardest carv-
ing stone. Its name comes from the 
Latin granum meaning grain, and 

it is a coarse, grainy rock. Granite 
is a good building material, and 
it’s also often used for gravestones 
because it doesn’t change. Picture 
that stone, roughly hewn or care-
fully shaped, its grain, its colour, its 
surface marked by the long day’s 
light. Then watch as they strain and 
push, rolling it in front of a tomb’s 
open mouth. Imagine your hand 
on its rough surface. You feel its 
weight, its strength like grief, and 
know it will last the ages.

THEN, EASTER
And Christ himself moves the 
stone. 

When should we expect the 
miracle? the poet asks. 

It will always surprise us. 
How will stone become bread, 

become Living Word again? 
By grace. By faith. By love. By 

moving the stone, he calls to us 
from beyond silence and meets 
us all in that newest, oldest, new-
est moment of transformation. 
Every church everywhere testi-
fies to that moment, and in the 
Easter words of the Gospel story, 
we, too, are there. 

Christ is risen. He is Risen in-
deed. 

I WENT TO ZAMBIA IN JANUARY with a colleague, his wife and seven 
Calvin students. We partnered with EduDeo ministries to help equip 
rural Christian schools with computers in eastern Zambia. 

Our trip was not without challenges. Although we arrived as planned, our 
suitcases were one day late – and one student’s suitcase was never found. 
In another adventure, our vehicle ran off a rough road when a steering tie 
rod broke loose. But these traveling inconveniences were inconsequential 
compared to some of the challenges we observed in the schools.

In some schools, resources are limited and electrical power is unreli-
able (or even nonexistent). At one school without electrical power, we 
saw a power cable leading out a window to a long chain of power bars 
connected to a nearby house to access power. Even when computers 
are present in schools, they are often old, unreliable and plagued with 
computer viruses and outdated software.

After seeing firsthand the challenges with educational computers in sev-
eral majority world countries, I have been working with EduDeo ministries 
to explore the use of a new educational computer called the “Raspberry Pi.” 
It’s a nifty little computer about the size of a deck of cards and capable of 
running a wide variety of powerful programs while consuming only about 
three watts of power. It includes wi-fi networking capabilities and uses a 
regular keyboard, mouse and monitor. Moreover, it can be purchased for 
about $65 U.S. Although it was originally developed for computer educa-
tion and hobbyists, the Raspberry Pi has proven to be an appropriate tech-
nology for use in many schools in majority world countries.

RASPBERRY PI IN ZAMBIA
Derek Schuurman  |  derek@calvin.edu

Derek Schuurman is a professor of computer science at Calvin 
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What’s more, a single Rasp-
berry Pi can be configured as an 
open wi-fi access point capable 
of distributing a plethora of edu-
cational materials. This platform, 
called a RACHEL Pi (Remote Ac-
cess Community Hotspot for Edu-
cation and Learning), provides an 
“internet in a box” for places that 
do not have access to the internet. 

Together with a colleague and 
a Calvin computer science stu-
dent, we adapted content for the 
RACHEL Pi, including materials 
from Calvin’s Kuyper Institute for 
Christian Teaching and Learning 
as well as science demonstration 
videos created by a former col-
league from Redeemer University. 

VIBRANT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
With assistance from a generous 
donor, we traveled during Calvin’s 
interim period to help equip six 
different schools with Raspberry 
Pi’s, RACHEL Pi’s and other com-
puter equipment. Together with the 
Calvin students, we also presented 
a three-day workshop to help en-
courage teachers and share how 
the gospel and a Christian world-
view can inform teaching, learning 
and computer technology. We were 
privileged to watch the equipment 
we brought being installed and 
used at several schools, and to see 
the delight of the teachers and stu-
dents as they explored the Rasp-
berry Pi and RACHEL Pi.

Prior to our trip to Zambia, I re-
ceived a curious e-mail out of the 

blue from a place called African 
Christian University (ACU). The 
sender indicated that they had 
read my book and wanted to in-
vite me to come and give a lecture 
on faith and technology. My first 
instinct was to wonder if it might 
be spam. However, after making a 
few inquiries, I discovered it was 
from a new Christian university 
in Lusaka, Zambia. Since this city 
was part of our planned itinerary, 
I was able to give a lecture for 
ACU and was delighted to meet 
with their faculty. It was wonder-
ful to hear about their anticipated 
growth and their shared vision for 
Christian higher education.

So while we witnessed chal-
lenges, we also witnessed signs 
of hope. I attended churches that 
were overflowing with people and 
services full of hearty singing (one 
service lasted nearly four hours!). 
I met dedicated teachers, vibrant 
Christian schools bursting with 
students and a growing Christian 
university animated by a Christian 
worldview. It was a privilege to see 
firsthand what God is already do-
ing in places like Zambia.

 Stone carvings on Launceston Church.
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LAST MONTH I WROTE WITH SOME NOSTALGIA about little rascals mount-
ing expeditions to find some wildlife to hunt in town and finding relatively 
little (“Urban Wildlife I,” Feb. 24). Part of this dearth of wildlife in town 
was due to the diligence of local Dutch residents in keeping things neat 
and tidy. Bushes were trimmed; trees had no lower branches. Shrubs were 
mostly bridal wreath (spirea) and ground-hugging junipers. The town was a 
very un-diversified, “clean” habitat devoid of most of the conspicuous prey 
we bloodthirsty children called “game animals” and sought earnestly to kill. 

THE CLEANUP CREW
My, how things have changed. Recently, an episode of The Nature of 
Things highlighted some of today’s urban wildlife (vultures, ants, foxes, 
opossums) and made a pitch for the value of these creatures as “Nature’s 
Cleanup Crew.” Vultures in Ethiopia, foxes in Berlin and opossums in To-

URBAN WILDLIFE II 
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ronto were hailed as important sani-
tary engineers. Toronto has a higher 
population density of raccoons than 
the wilds and farms of southern On-
tario. Recent news stories reported 
on CBC have also noted the in-
creasing numbers of wild turkeys in 
southeast B.C., jackrabbits and bob-
cats in Calgary, coyotes in Edmon-
ton, black bears in Coquitlam, B.C., 
and cougars in North Vancouver, to 
name just a few. 

I have no comprehensive ex-
planation for the settlement of 
previously-termed “wild animals” 
into urban culture, but I suspect 
that part of it lies in the fact that all 
sorts of animals are simply learn-
ing how to live with people. Urban 
decay makes homes for some ani-
mals and suburban lots may feature 
more habitat than in that long-ago 
village life in Wisconsin. 

TRAPPING REPORT
And how are things working out 
back there in the almost-forgotten 
Eden of elms and carefully-mown 
lawns called Cedar Grove? To 
answer that I went to my brother, 
who has been a savvy fur trapper 
and hunter for many years as well 
as a promoter of native songbirds 
and a developer of river valley 

wildlife habitat. Jeff says this: 
“Here is the trapping report for 

my yard. All critters were caught 
in live traps between Dec. 2018 
and Dec. 2019. All traps were 
sprung [made inoperable] when 
I was gone for more than four 
hours. [Animals and birds can 
suffer and die from stress even in 
a live trap if left too long before 
release.]

Mammals:
32 gray squirrels
18 cottontail rabbits
7 opossums 
6 chipmunks 
3 cats
Birds: 
37 English sparrows [house 

sparrows]
6 white-crowned sparrows
3 song sparrows
3 cardinals
3 grackles
2 each robin, chipping sparrow, 

junco
1 each mourning dove, house 

finch, blue jay
1 pheasant rooster looked long-

ingly into the trap but did not go 
in, instead opting to sleep in the 
neighbor’s flower box for an hour.

I did better in my yard than in 
the ‘wild.’”

WILD NEW NEIGHBOURS
Cities and suburbs abound in 
wildlife today, and everyone 
loves them except when they are 
feeding in our gardens or on our 
kittens. Even the tenderer-than-
thou PETA-folks probably do 
not hold a special place in their 
hearts for head lice. If it weren’t 
for the cuddle factor, residents 
of Canada might dream of an 
open season on squirrels. I sus-
pect that the protein found in 
squirrels, rabbits and raccoons 
in Greater Hamilton could go a 
long way towards meeting the 
world’s shortage.  

Whether we like it or not, 
cities, suburbs and villages are 
home to many more “wild” crea-
tures than 50 years ago. What to 
do about animal-human con-
flict is the subject for another 
column. . . written by some-
one else. As for me, I fence the 
whole yard and garden to keep 
moose and deer out during the 
winter. And I fence the chick-
ens in to protect them from 
goshawks, coyotes and foxes. 
Free-range poultry means free 
lunch for the predators here in 
the settled wilderness of Quick, 
B.C. 

A MASH-UP IN MUSIC or movies is when parts of previous productions 
are brought together to create something new. Often, I do not know 
enough of the past materials to catch this. This is also an easy-to-miss 
Scriptural technique. Luke references this in Jesus’ resurrection discus-
sion on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:25-27). Jesus and Matthew’s Gos-
pel are masters of mash-up.

PALM SUNDAY
In the Passion Week story, Matthew continually mashes the events with 
the prophet Zechariah. The week starts with Palm Sunday and Zech-
ariah 9:9 in Matthew 21:5. “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king 
comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal 
of a donkey.’” Many have faulted Matthew for having two animals, 
but Matthew has mashed this text with David’s disputed entrance into 
Jerusalem in 2 Samuel 16 and maybe Moses’ return to Egypt in Exo-
dus 4:16, where the Greek translation has two donkeys.

Jesus’ temple action in Matthew 21:12-13 mashes with Isaiah 56:7, 
Jeremiah 7:11 and the concluding statement of Zechariah, “And there 
shall no longer be traders in the house of the Lord of hosts on that 
day” (Zech.14:21, NRSV).

JUDAS
Judas betrays Jesus for 30 pieces of silver (Matt. 26:15, 27:3-10). Again, 
Matthew’s reference (27:9) to Jeremiah has caused problems because 
people do not see the mash-up. In Zechariah 11:12, the Jerusalem leader-

SCRIPTURAL MASH-UP
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ship abuse the prophet-shepherd 
Zechariah by sarcastically valuing 
him at 30 pieces of silver, the price 
of a slave (Ex. 21:32). Zechariah 
throws the money to the potter in 
the temple. Matthew mashes this 
with Jeremiah’s potter prophecy of 
Jerusalem’s destruction (Jer.19:1-
13) and yet future hope symbol-
ized in Jeremiah’s land purchase 
(Jer.32:6-9).

LAST SUPPER 
The “blood of the covenant” (Matt. 
26:38) might reflect the same 
phrase in Zechariah 9:11, and right 
after that Jesus directly quotes 
Zechariah 13:7, “‘I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock 
will be scattered’” (Matt. 26:31). In 
Zechariah this is a sign of the com-
ing purifying judgment on Jerusa-
lem and yet future restoration. This 
is the story in the Last Supper and 
what is to come in Matthew

JESUS’ DEATH  
AND RESURRECTION
At Jesus’ death, Matthew takes 
from Mark the powerful sym-
bolism of the tearing of the tem-
ple veil, but he adds details of an 
earthquake and resurrection of 

“holy ones.” Matthew also has an 
earthquake at Jesus’ resurrection 
(28:2). Zechariah 14:4-6 brings 
together the Mount of Olives, an 
earthquake, the coming of God, 
holy ones and darkness. God is 
coming to judge and purify Jeru-
salem, then “On that day living 
water will flow out from Jerusa-
lem . . . The Lord will be king over 
the whole earth” (Zech. 14 8-9, cf. 
Matt. 26:30, 27:45, 28:18).

Zechariah 9-14 expresses the 
struggles of the post-exilic Jews 
returning to Jerusalem. It addresses 
the same issues at the time of Jesus 
and the Matthean community. Jeru-

salem was not restored because of 
the false shepherds and the rejec-
tion of God’s shepherd. This led to 
conflict, God’s purifying judgment 
and ultimately God’s restoration. 
This is the story of the Passion 
Week, Matthew’s community, hu-
man history and today.

TODAY
Our stories still mash-up with 
Scripture. We wrestle with false 
shepherds in the church and world 
who bring conflict and destruction 
to the flock. God’s good and faith-
ful shepherds are rejected. Hope 
is postponed but not lost. We still 
mash-up with John 10, Psalm 23 
and Matthew.

“‘I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep’” (John 10:11, NIV). 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I 
lack nothing” (Psalm 23:1, NIV).

“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for 
out of you will come a ruler who 
will shepherd my people Israel’” 
(Matt. 2:6, NIV, cf. Micah 5:2-4). 

Instead of leadership smash-
ups we need Scriptural shep-
herding mash-ups.
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IT WAS A WEEK WHEN THE world 
froze over in northern Alberta. A 
week when mercury slid below 
forty and schools closed and 
traffic halted. 

When the power went off one 
night for a few hours, our hearts 
stopped too, and neighbours hud-
dled around one another’s wood-

A MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH AT EASTER
Emily Wierenga  |  Guest Columnist

Emily is the author of six books and founder of the non-profit The 
Lulu Tree (thelulutree.com). She lives in Alberta with her wood-
chopping, salsa-making husband and their three beautiful children. 

stoves to eat and pray. Not know-
ing that in this same week, in the 
same county, a man was sitting 
stranded, in his vehicle, stuck 
in the sandhills, for nearly three 
days before being found. 

I’m seated in our blue lazyboy 
chair when my husband tells me. 
It’s close to midnight and he’s 

just returned from a hockey game 
and I can’t even process the story 
for how scared I imagine this man 
must have felt. The terror of get-
ting stuck on such a cold night, in 
a place with no cell network, and 
him in flimsy clothes, no winter 
dress, no one but him, no hous-
es around. Just running the car as 
long as possible, tires spinning, 
in the dark.

RESCUED 
It was a road grader that finally 
found him, nearly three days in. 
His feet had frozen, and parts of 
his hands, but somehow he was 
still alive, and it takes me a few 
days but then I find him too. No 
one knows his name because he’s 
not from around here but I find 
him in our nearby hospital. 

And when I meet this kind, 
older man propped up in bed with 
his black toes peering from white 
cotton wrapping, his stiff hands 
running through thinning hair, I 
tell him he is a miracle. That God 
has rescued him and his life is a 
miracle. And I hand him a Bible 
that he is very eager to read. For 

he’s been in the grave for three days and has come back to life.
It reminds me of Jesus. It reminds me of this time of year when our 

Saviour, fully man, fully God, gave up everything to die on a cross 
and enter into the tomb of the earth, into the belly of darkness, for us. 
Because in fact, he was rescuing us – he was joining us in our dark-
ness, in our hell, in our life that was spinning out of gas, out of control, 
without any form of protection, connection, or hope – and after three 
days he pulled us out of darkness into the glorious light!

THIS RESURRECTED LIFE
For in fact, it is a miracle – this resurrected life. It is not one we should 

take for granted. We shouldn’t be here, we shouldn’t be loved, we 
shouldn’t have hope, we shouldn’t have a purpose – but we do! 

In these dark days of mental anguish and hopelessness, we, the 
church, are the light of the world. And as such, we must boldly declare 
victory over the darkness, for we’ve overcome it – we know Love 
personally. He rescued us, and we have nothing to fear. It is now up 
to us to pull one another out of the freezing cold and into the warmth 
of a Father’s love. 

Let’s rejoice, for we are in fact witnesses to the greatest miracle in 
history! Hallelujah. 

Derek Lamoriss interviewed by CTV news after his rescue.



20    MARCH 23, 2020      |     CHRISTIAN COURIER



@ChrCourier ChrCourier CHRISTIANCOURIER.CA      |     MARCH 23, 2020      21

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen  5529 Regional Rd. #81

 Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  126 Niagara Street
   St. Catharines ON  L2R 4L4
On Site Parking – Side Door Entrance 
 Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

905-688-9352
Albert J Bakker 

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
     1 Keefer Road

  St. Catharines ON  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen  5529 Regional Rd. #81

 Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church St.  St. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

hulseandenglish.com
 Holly Rousseau - Managing Director

Serving the community over150 years

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / 
CHOCOLATE / TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St., St. Catharines ON L2N 4N8
Fax: 905-934-3344      905-934-6454

ramakersimports@bellnet.ca
ramakersimports.com

GARY VAN EYK CPA,CMA 
  Chartered Professional Accountant
  Accounting - Tax - Financial Consulting

201- 50 Lakeport Rd.,
           St. Catharines ON L2N 4P7

 Ph: 905-646-7331     Fax: 905-646-0951

E-mail: gary@garyvaneyk.ca

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
 Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

           meesterinsurance.com

The business directory ads are 2.4068 by 1.6708 inches - can that be 
simplified? 
Will send individually and also greyscale ones in proper .pdfs when I 
know these are ok.  
They are currently for the second issue of the month but can put 4 in one 
issue and 4 in another or so when there are two issues in the month.

SIGN UP FOR CC’S FREE 
WEEKLY EMAIL 
NEWSLETTER.  
Visit christiancourier.ca and click  
“Email Sign Up” under the Info  
menu at the bottom of the page 
to subscribe. 
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AFTER 85 YEARS OF ADVENTURES with 
family, church, culture and creation, Bert 
Witvoet has been enfolded into the loving 
arms of his Creator and Father. After a 
few weeks of struggles with his health, he 
peacefully passed away in Niagara Health 
Centre on March 10, surrounded by his 
wife and all his children. 

Bert was a beloved Editor of Christian 
Courier for 17 years, a role he returned 
to twice more when duty called. He con-
tinued mentoring young and beginning 
writers and writing lively editorials until 
his final retirement in 2016.

Bert was born in Joure, Friesland, on 
June 11, 1934. He immigrated to Canada 
in 1950, settling down in Bowmanville, 
Ontario, and attending Rehoboth Christian 
Reformed Church (CRC). It was in the 
young peoples’ group that he met his fu-
ture bride, Alice Oldejans, whom he mar-
ried one year after graduating from Calvin 
College. We imagine Bert as a fun-loving 
student, mischievous at times, with a keen 
intelligence and a little daring.

He first taught at Hamilton District 
Christian High School for four years and 
then moved to Toronto District Christian 
High. One of the most dramatic moments 
in Bert’s career took place here, where 

Obituary

BELOVED FORMER CC EDITOR BERT WITVOET DIES AT 85
By Peter Schuurman and Angela Reitsma Bick, with notes from the Witvoet family.

a dispute over whether he could teach 
Catcher in the Rye boiled into debates with 
the board that landed Bert, and many of his 
teaching colleagues, without a contract for 
the next year. His relationship with Second 
CRC in Etobicoke was also strained. 

It was a difficult time for Bert, with his 
growing family of five children, but he 
loved his job and was loved by the stu-
dents. He could be found outside at recess, 
playing sports with his students. Or he 
would take a class outside for a lesson on 
the romantic poets. Students would even 
come by his home to talk about personal 
problems, as they trusted and admired him. 
Ron Rupke, a current CC Board member 
who was one of Bert’s students from 1965-
69, says he can still remember specific les-
sons from his Man in Society class. 

Bert taught in public school brief-
ly (Harbord Collegiate in Toronto). He 
then launched Scarborough Christian 
High School while also working as a mail 
courier. He also went back to school and 
obtained a Masters of Arts in English at 
University of Toronto. This all took tre-
mendous effort and Bert suffered from 
exhaustion, eventually giving up his 
role in the fledgling high school, which 
by then had some 20 students or so. 

WRITING CAREER
Bert was not only a teacher; he was also a 
writer. He was the Managing Editor of Van-
guard magazine; he wrote for The Banner 
and for local publications including the To-
ronto Star. He had a column in the Wood-
bridge newspaper called “Welcome to my 
Perch,” a reference to his love for raising 
canaries and finches – small colourful birds 
that represented Bert’s gentle side.

Bert became the new Editor of Calvinist 
Contact in 1982, taking over from Keith 
Knight. The family moved to St. Cath-
arines and joined Covenant CRC, later 
joining the founders of Jubilee CRC. Bert 
was a good writer, a fair evaluator, a quick 
judge of character and a little quirky. He 
had a sense of humour and he was theo-
logically astute when it came to covering 
matters of the church and Synod. 

Bert made some bold moves as Editor 
of CC. In March 1989, Bert wrote under 
the heading “No Cultural Ghetto” that the 
last Dutch articles had been published, and 
that Dutch ads would slowly be phased out 
as well. A letter to the editor the next month 
tells quotes a grandfather to a grandson at 
Calvin College: “How are things with you 
in Grand Rapids? Are you still Reformed 
or has everything become English?”
 
SIGNIFICANT FIGURE
Bert was a significant transitional figure – 
and not only by moving the paper more de-
cisively from Dutch to Canadian language 
and culture. He changed the name from Cal-
vinist Contact to Christian Courier, because, 
as he once quipped at a CC staff meeting, 
“Calvinists don’t have a corner on the truth.” 

The Contact function shifted to Courier, as 
“our primary task is not to keep contact, as 
the early immigrants understandably felt 
they should, but to ‘go and make disciples of 
all nations.’” Yet the publication retained a 
distinctive subtitle – “A Reformed Weekly” 
– because its goal was to redeem, not com-
pliment or oppose, culture. That worldview 
continues in the pages of CC today. 

His tenure as Editor ended in 1999 upon 
his first retirement, but after Harry der 
Nederlanden died of cancer in 2008, Bert 
stepped in as Interim Editor. When Angela 
Reitsma Bick came on in 2009, Bert was 
a mentor and contributor for many years. 
 
ONGOING ADVENTURES
Alice and Bert had an international vision. 
They traveled to South Africa a number of 
times in this period, building up Christian 
schools, organizing Christian education con-
ferences, and stocking Christian school li-
braries. When at home, they were especially 
attentive to the lives of refugees, including 
some from Ethiopia, Nigeria and Romania.

Bert suffered some health problems over 
the last two decades, but that didn’t stop 
him from supporting Alice as she biked 
across the country (“Sea to Sea for the 
CRC”) in 2005. His son, Ed, was the tour 
manager, and they were able to visit all 
their children as they covered the length 
of the country. Bert rode in their blue 
Westphalia camper-van as a SAG Wagon 
(“Support and Gear Wagon”).
 
FAMILY TIES
Bert’s family was always dear to him. One 
son recalls with deep affection when Bert 
took him on a walk and apologized to him 
for not spending as much time with him as 
he thought a father should. He was readily 
forgiven, a window of the grace that lived 
in his intimate relations, which we believe 
was also demonstrated in many of his more 

CORRESPONDENCE TO ALICE WITVOET
Unit 18-308 

Queenston Street 
St. Catharines Ontario L2P 2X4 

Canada
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VACATION
House for rent in Holland (Friesland) 
available October 2020 until April 2021. 
Email: sjoerdannette@gmail.com

PASTOR 
Mountainview Christian Reformed Church 
in Grimsby Ont., Canada, has an opening for 
a full-time Pastor. 
Our Search Committee is eagerly searching 
for a CRC (or RCA) Pastor with 5+ years 
of Pastoral experience. We invite you to 
explore with us if God is calling you to our 
congregation.  
To learn more, or to request a copy of our 
Church Profile, contact our Committee Sec-
retary, Karen Antonides, at searchcmte@
mountainviewcrc.org or 905-945-0004 x200.  
All inquiries are held in strictest confidence.   

CAMPUS MINISTER 
Do you have passion and gifts for discipling 
young adults for vocation in an increasingly 
diverse world?  Classis Hamilton is hiring 

a half-time campus 
minister (chaplain) 
for Mohawk Col-
lege, a culturally 
and religiously di-
verse campus in 
Hamilton, ON.  This 
position gathers and 
equips Christian 

student leaders in meaningful fellowship 
and fosters a Christian presence within the 
larger campus community.  For more infor-
mation or to inquire, contact chaplainjob@
classishamilton.ca.

SMIT, Corry (Korneliske Brouwer)
September 29, 1933 - March 5, 2020

Corry will be remembered for her faith in God, 
her zest for life, her keen interest in others’ lives, 
her constant desire to learn, her quilting exper-

tise and her deep commitment to her family. 
She was the loving wife of Ralph (Roel) to 
whom she was married for 63 wonderful 
years.
Her children, grandchildren and great-grand-
children will miss her presence and her prayers: 
Corinne (and Stuart 2012) Cameron, Eliza-
beth and Ryan (Abbey, Noah), Megan and 
Josh (Leona, James), Mark
Cynthia and Jim Stevens, Josh and Nicole 
(James, Hailey, Emberly Cori), Jeremy, Co-
riander and Aj
Karen and Jeff Veldhoen, Kalvin, Krystal 
and Caleb (Jonathan, Lukas), Jason

YOUTH DIRECTOR 
Maranatha Christian Reformed Church of 
York, ON has an opening for a full-time 
Youth Director.  York is located along the 
Grand River just 15-20 minutes south of 
Hamilton, ON.  Maranatha is a church that 
will have approximately 160 youth under 
the age of 17 in 2021.  If God is calling you 
to work in Youth Ministry than we invite 
you to explore that with us.  To learn more 
or request a job description, please email 
office@maranathayorkcrc.ca or call (289) 
757 4114 or visit our website at www.ma-
ranathacrcyork.ca.

LEAD PASTOR
Sonlight CRC of Regina, SK is recruiting 
for collaborative leadership that will con-
tinue to build a Christ-centered community 
that nurtures love for God, for themselves 
and their dynamic multi-cultural city. Please 
send your applications to:  sonlightsearch@
gmail.com.

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND YOUNG 
ADULT MINISTRIES 
Ebenezer CRC in Jarvis, ON is praying for the 
individual who will help us to build disciples 
for Christ in and through our youth and young 
adults. This new staff position is full-time and is 
focused on the spiritual formation of youth and 
young adults. For a detailed job description go 
to jarviscrc.com. You can forward your resume 
to apbreukelman@gmail.com.

CAMPUS MINISTRY POSITION 
The Christian Reformed Campus Ministry 
to the University of Toronto is looking for a 
dynamic leader to guide the next chapter of 
the ministry’s story. Given the range of vi-
brant and diverse ministry communities, the 
dynamics of the current staff team, and the 
nature of U of T, we’re looking for some-
one with significant campus ministry-re-
lated experience. Our recent strategic plan, 
ministry profile and position description 
are all available on our ministry website:  
crc.sa.utoronto.ca.

The application deadline is April 17, with 
an intended start date of summer 2020. All 
inquiries and submissions should be direct-
ed to uoftcampusministry@gmail.com.

From “Becoming a Canadian Citizen” by Bob Bruinsma on page 14.
Citizenship Test ANSWERS: 1.b; 2.a; 3.a; 4.b; 5.c; 6.c; 7.c; 8.a

OBITUARY JOB POSTINGS

Classifieds

public roles. He was an elder of the church, 
often in the literal sense, but also in a fig-
urative sense as well. He was a mentor and 
support to many younger people.
 
RECENT ILLNESS
Bert had been having trouble breathing this 
month, and had been in hospital briefly. 
His energy was dissipating and his family 
freed him to let go. He died on March 10 
at 6:03 am, surrounded by his immediate 
family and two grandchildren. Four of his 
five children live west of Ontario, and it 
was a grace that they, too, were able to ar-
rive in time to say goodbye. They held his 
hand, spoke of their love for him, prayed, 
read Scripture, and sang some familiar 
songs. Alice was always at his side. He 

REQUEST: Bert asked that condolences be expressed through donations to his 
favourite kingdom agencies (rather than flowers):

The Institute for Christian Studies (59 St George St, Toronto, ON M5S 2E6)
World Renew (P.O. Box 5070, Burlington, ON L2R 3Y8)
Hamilton District Christian High School (92 Glancaster Rd, Ancaster, ON L9G 3K9)
Edu Deo (621 Barton St E, Hamilton, ON L8L 3A1)
Christian Courier (PO Box 20022 Grantham St. Catharines, ON L2M 7W7)

died peacefully, as his breathing gradually 
slowed until it came to a halt.

“He was a giant in our Reformed com-
munity,” said an elder on the phone today. 
“There are few adults in our circles who 
would not know his name.”

God bless Bert and his family, as we 
commend his spirit to God and as we all 
look forward to the new creation he so 
deeply yearned for. Hopefully the canaries 
and finches will accompany him, as a fore-
taste of that future glory. -

You’re invited to share your memories 
of Bert by emailing Angela Reitsma Bick 
at editor@christiancourier.ca.

Look for more stories about Bert and his 
years with CC in our April 2020 issues.

ADVERTISING  & CLASSIFIEDS
For information and to submit an ad, 
email ads@christiancourier.ca  or visit 
christiancourier.ca.  

Family ads and job postings 
can be found on our website 
by using the Classified link.

POSTPONED
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