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Enough 

Enough. These few words are enough.
If not these words, this breath. 
If not this breath, this sitting here. 
 
This opening to the life 
we have refused 
again and again 
until now. 
Until now. 

David Whyte

Thanksgiving Issue

The Way to Flowerpot Island by Jeanette Obbink
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News

Harold Alkema
By hosting the upcoming Win-

ter olympics, russia is poised to 
step forward on the world stage 
next February – that is, unless a 
political side-show steals the lime-
light first. Increased global interest 
in russia in the run-up to sochi 
2014 has thrown a spotlight on the 
country’s political culture and its 
seemingly all-powerful president, 
Vladimir Putin, and many observ-
ers from liberal western nations 
are alarmed by what it reveals. 

of primary importance in this 
regard is the recently passed anti-
gay bill that makes it illegal to 
promote gay rights in a manner 
that might engage young people. 
For many international audiences, 
the law is seen as a major step 
backward for free speech, which 
has already been greatly curtailed 
by President Putin. 

the international olympic 
committee is concerned that 
gay athletes, their families and 
supporters might face arrest and 
detention while participating in 
Olympic events. The legislation in 
question is worded in vague terms 
and can apply to a wide range of 
behaviours.

At times russian officials 
themselves have appeared con-

fused over the issue of enforce-
ment. Vitaly Mutko, the Russian 
sports minister, commented that 
laws pertaining to pro-gay propa-
ganda would be in affect during 
the Olympics. Later, he seemed to 
contradict himself by stating that 
the safety and freedoms of russian 
and foreign guests and athletes 
would be respected.

this summer the russian parlia-
ment, known as the Duma, also ap-
proved laws forbidding gay people 
from adopting children, and pro-
hibiting foreigners from adopting 
russian minors in the case where 
the prospective parents reside in 

countries that permit equal adop-
tion. This law passed Duma easily, 
without any dissenting votes.

The role of the Orthodox 
Church

cBs news reported that pro-
gay and gay activists who at-
tempted to protest these laws 
with “a kissing rally” in front of 
the Duma were confronted by 
orthodox activists and members 
of pro-government youth groups, 
who pelted the demonstrators with 
eggs and slurred them. For most 
christians in the international 
community, it is difficult to be-
lieve reports of orthodox rus-
sians participating in acts directed 
against a minority group. While 
the role of the orthodox church 
is not entirely clear, it is also true 
that Patriarch of Moscow and All 
russia Kirill has stood with the 
government on this issue.

After a liturgy in Kazan square, 
Moscow, Kirill warned that accept-
ance of gay marriage in western 
nations will have apocalyptic 
consequences. He further called on 
Russians to “fight for freedom from 
sins,” adding, “Where sin is elected 
through freedom, there comes 
death, terror and dictatorship.”

some commentators have 
argued that Kirill is actually sup-
porting dictatorship by aligning 
his church with President Putin. 
in a september 2012 article for 
Newsweek, Peter Pomeranstev, 
for example, claimed that after 
facing near extinction under com-
munist rule, the orthodox church 
was again at the heart of russian 
politics under Putin – something 
not observed since the time of 
the Czars.

Secular Russia 
other experts on russian pol-

itical culture disagree, however. 

oleg Kashin contends that the 
influence of the Orthodox Church 
is “fantastically exaggerated.” Ac-
cording to Kashin, the population 
of russia is about 140 million, 
while the membership of ortho-
dox church numbers in the tens 
of thousands at most. He adds the 
majority of churches across rus-
sia are nearly empty on sunday, 
with the exception of christmas 
and Easter. 

statistics tend to demonstrate 
Kashin’s point. In many ways, 
russia is a secular society with 
low rates of church attendance and 
membership, and high abortion 
rates. For Kashin, the so-called 
church-state alliance is an illu-
sion created by Patriarch Kirill 
and President Putin for their own 
purposes.

Specifically, Putin would like to 
remake russian society in a con-
servative mold, so that meaningful 
political dialogue and dissent will 
become impossible. He is well on 
his way, as his grip on power is 
nearly unbreakable. Kirill, for his 
part, has most likely allowed the 
orthodox church to become little 
more than a branch of the govern-
ment to prevent an unwinnable 
clash with the president.

Homophobia the culprit
Kashin concludes that on his 

many trips to russia, he seldom 
sees much evidence of piety but 
often encounters expressions of 
homophobia. This, he argues, is 
the real driving force behind the 
anti-gay laws passed this summer. 

internationally, some promin-
ent persons have decried these 
homophobic attitudes. Stephan 
Fry, the openly gay British social 
critic and artist, has called on the 
united Kingdom to boycott the 
Olympics. He won an audience 
with the Prime Minister after pub-
lishing an open letter to this affect. 

A major boycott would mark a 
return to the era of the cold War 
and as such is highly unlikely. Fur-
ther, it would create an unwelcome 
international confrontation and 
diminish the nationalist and cor-
porate showcase the olympics 
has become. As with the Beijing 
olympics in 2008, human rights 
will have to take a backseat as 
money and spectacle take pride 
of place with most 
world leaders to-
day. 

Harold Alkema is 
a public researcher 

living in Ottawa.

Sochi Olympics shows an unflattering side of Russia’s political culture

Breathing space for busy lives
Meet the artists from page 1

The Way to Flowerpot Island
Born and raised in holland, Jeanette 

obbink (obbink.ca) worked as a Delft 
Blue Pottery Painter for two years before 
obtaining her BA in arts and textile as 
well as a teaching degree. She is now 
the art director of a marketing firm. You 
can often find her behind her easel in the 
studio or outside with a sketch book. 
Jeanette now lives in Paris, Ont. 

turn to page 12 for a feature article 
on Hamilton, Ont.’s Flagship Gallery, 
a new venue for professional christian 
artists, which includes an exhibit of 
Obbink’s work.  

Enough
Poet David Whyte (davidwhyte.com) grew up with a strong, 

imaginative influence from his Irish mother among the hills and 
valleys of his father’s Yorkshire. He now makes his home, with his 

family, in the Pacific Northwest 
of the United States. He is the 
author of seven books of poetry 
and three books of prose. 

“Enough” is taken from 
Where Many Rivers Meet: Po-
ems by David Whyte.

Printed with permission from Many Rivers Press, Langley, Wash.

The Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill (l) has aligned himself with 
Putin on this issue. 

AP Photo

Sochi, a resort town in southern Russia, will resist Putin's crackdown 
on gays, Valery Kosachenko told the Associated Press.

Will pro-gay protests like this one in Red Square late August lead to 
further threats of boycotting the Olympics?
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Column

Office space available at 36 Secord Dr., St Catharines. 
Contact Ria at the St Catharines office.

ADVANCE NOTIFICATION:

ISRAEL & JORDAN TOUR
  March 13 – 25, 2014

Escorted by Rev. John Veenstra
Details available in September. 

If you are interested contact us:

VERSTRAETE TRAVEL & CRUISES
300 - 14845 Yonge St, Aurora ON L4G 6H8   Reg. #3367728

Tel 416 969-8100 or 1-800-565-9267 
email aurora@verstraete.com

St. Catharines Office: Tel 905-934-4414 or 1-800-405-6088
Visit us at www.verstraetetravel.com. 

Feel free to contact Pastor John Veenstra at 
jveenstra4@cogeco.ca if you have any questions about the tour.

Earl Clint Tour Sept.26 – 28: Philadelphia & Lancaster only $595
Contact St. Catharines office.

We’re happy to wel-
come rachel Baarda to the 
staff of Christian Courier! 
As Social Media Intern, 
she’ll be working closely 
with our Editors to bring 
CC’s content to a wider 
audience online.   

Baarda grew up in the 
niagara Peninsula, where 
she wrote a christmas story 
– her very first article – for 
Christian Courier at the age 
of ten. She graduated from 
Brock university with a 
B.A. in English, and became curious about new digital media – like 
Facebook and Twitter – that were emerging around that time. 

She moved to Ottawa for a M.A. in Communications, where 
she wrote a thesis analyzing Barack obama’s campaign social 
networking site, and also enjoyed typical ottawa treats like skating, 
beavertails and Canada Day in the capital. Since graduating, Baarda 
is working and volunteering at some of Hamilton’s non-profit 
organizations, and finding ways of using social media to promote 
non-profits. “Last year,” she says, “I started writing articles for 
Christian Courier again, and i am now excited to be Christian 
Courier’s first social media intern.”

You can reach her at rachel@christiancourier.ca; on twitter at 
ChrCourier; or on Facebook through facebook.com/Christian-Courier. 

CC welcomes new Social Media Intern

Daniel Meeter
the congress of the united states shut down 

the American government on October 2. The Re-
publicans control the house of representatives (the 
Democrats control the senate), and they refused 
the funds to operate all but essential services. If the 
congress and the President have reached a funding 
agreement by the time you read this, in just a few 
days, october 17, they face another vote on raising 
the debt-ceiling. If they don’t, the government will be 
unable to operate again. Many commentators speak 
of these continuing stand-offs as “manufactured 
crises” on the part of the Republicans.

At the same time, the republicans are threatening 
to eviscerate “Obamacare” by refusing to fund it. 
the republicans were unable to prevent the passage 
of the “Affordable care Act” (the actual name for 
obamacare); so now, despite its being the law of the 
land, they will try to destroy it anyway. What’s going 
on? is this just nasty, destructive politics? 

To some degree, yes. But there’s something deeper 
going on. In order to understand what’s going on, it’s 
important to remember that the U.S. is an ideological 
country in the way that Canada is not. Americans 
typically say that they “believe in America,” while 
canadians never say that they “believe in canada” 
(unless they’re politicians on the stump). In the 
past, both the republicans and Democrats shared 
the same general ideology, with one party taking it 
towards the right and the other towards the left. Until 
recently, their leaders were always able to forge a 
compromise down the centre and keep the govern-
ment in business.

No coalition tradition
the republican Party, under the influence of 

the tea Party, no longer regards itself as sharing a 
common ideology with the Democrats. It believes in 
different things about America. And many of these 
beliefs are avowedly theological beliefs, based on ap-
peals to Scripture more than on political science. This 
new kind of republican wants the party to become 

a “confessional” party, as they are called in Europe.
Well and good. Maybe we’ve never had con-

fessional parties in the U.K., the U.S., or Canada 
(except for the chP), but they function well in 
other democracies in Europe, don’t they? Yes, they 
do – when there’s also a tradition of coalition gov-
ernments. Minority parties have developed ways of 
joining governments that are led by ministers with 
whom they disagree. Ideological and confessional 
parties only work when there’s a tradition of strategic 
compromise and of making coalitions work for the 
greater good.

That tradition is absent in America. The new 
confessional version of the republican Party re-
gards any compromise or coalition as antithetical 
to political integrity. They are no more interested in 
negotiation than was the Synod of Dort in 1618-19. 
Every decision is a crisis of conscience – it’s all or 
nothing; it’s right or wrong, and what is right must 
be protected in all its purity, even if the party loses. 
And so the fight of the debt ceiling is not regarded 
as a “manufactured crisis.” It’s another crisis of 
conscience and of confession. And as socialism is 
considered a heresy particularly heinous to American 
beliefs, the battle against obamacare (considered a 
form socialism) must be fought at every turn. The 
soul of America is at stake.

No one can foresee how long this will go on. The 
only real movement is towards the negative, and that’s 
from every point of view. Everyone is frustrated, 
if for different reasons. The Republican Old Guard 
might try to force control of the republican Party, but 
they haven’t shown the willingness to do so yet. The 
worst part of it all is that many other non-tea-Party 
christians are beginning to believe again that religion 
should have nothing to do with the 
public square. And that would be the 
greatest tragedy of all. 

Rev. Dr. Daniel Meeter serves “Old 
First,” the Reformed Dutch Church 
of Brooklyn New York, and is a dual 

citizen of Canada and the U.S.

A fight to the finish?

Without a history of strategic compromise between parties in the U.S., every decision is a crisis of confidence. 

Baarda wrote an MA thesis on social 
networking.

http://www.verstraetetravel.com
mailto:rachel@christiancourier.ca
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Editorials

Tony Vanden Ende
Every once in a while, the stars align, 

there is a beautiful morning and the 
doctrine of providence asserts itself. 
such was the other day with a headline 
in the Toronto Star which wondered: “is 
PowerPoint making us stupid?”

For the answer, we turn to General James Mattis of the 
United States Marine Corps. He is the current Commander 
and has a reputation for speaking his mind. “PowerPoint 
makes us stupid,” said he, and that without the use of 
PowerPoint.

now, i am much obliged to the General, because i can 
now predict with exactitude what the christian reformed 
Church (CRC) will do with this. The church, God bless 
her, is in the habit of adopting causes, fads and gimcrack-
ery just at the point that these things have run their course 
or have been otherwise found wanting by everybody else. 
the church is therefore bound to embrace PowerPoint as 
a tool for making the church irresistible to the people who 
would otherwise never dream of showing up, and as the 
next sure thing to keep the “young people” from going 
somewhere else.

Hypnotizing chickens
the notion that PowerPoint makes us stupid is not 

novel. It is just one of those things that, once somebody 
says it, everybody realizes it’s unassailably true. Anyone 
who has sat through one of these presentations will know 
that by comparison, a catechism lesson in a church base-
ment in Lower Drumheller in February 1959 was a marvel 
of innovation, spontaneity and serendipitous insights.

The business does not stop with stupidity. “Command-
ers say that behind all the PowerPoint jokes are serious 
concerns that the program stifles discussion, critical think-
ing and thoughtful decision making. Senior officers say 
the program DoEs come in handy when the goal is not 
imparting information, as in briefing for reporters.” The 
process is known in the military as “hypnotizing chickens.”

Well, now, that too rings true. From what I have seen in 
churches already equipped with computers, projectors and 
screens, the material ranges from boring to banal to bland to 
boring. The points of the sermon. The words of the hymn. 
The readings while they are read. It is Liturgy by Hallmark: 
sentimental photos of still waters, cartoons of the Apostle 
Paul running the race that is set before him, baby pictures, 
pictures of the road to Emmaus, a never-ending parade of 
distraction, annoyance and interruption of the chief business 
at hand, which used to be to show up to get up close and 
personal with yourself and the face of God. 

What used to be a sanctuary is turned into yet another 
setting for the show, obliterating the ecclesiastical fur-
niture, the organ front, a crucifix: all items of genuine 
meaning and sometimes beauty now all subordinate to 
The Big Screen. What remains is an ambience on par with 
a conference room at the Holiday Inn. 

i happen to like the paraphernalia of worship: the 
reading of the bulletin and liturgy before the service, 
following along in a piece of paper in my hand, singing 
from a book or being able to refer to it. I like looking up 
and seeing for one hour a week that one space left not 
invaded by the technology of information, looking at 
woodwork and furniture whose sole purpose is to help 
me to really show up. 

The long view
so, is all of this just a bit of personal fustiness? Please 

introduce yourself to Camille Paglia. She is, according to 
Margaret Wente writing in The Globe and Mail, “a social 
critic, teacher and iconoclast [who has] been provoking, 

Peter Schuurman
recently i was visiting a reformed con-

gregation in which we were told – at least 
twice – that “Jesus is cool.” What does it 
mean to call Jesus cool, and why do we 
want that? i’ve become convinced that 
cool is not just a omnipresent fixture in our 

north American and christian lexicon, it’s the air we breathe, 
the water we swim in, the unspoken value that surrounds 
many of our choices and even our identities – as individuals 
and as a church. Its innovative drive inspires many, but its 
trendy anti-institutionalism, however, 
may not serve the greater good.

A front page story in The Ham-
ilton Spectator on August 10th was 
entitled “Church of the Young and 
hip,” and the sub-title tells us that 
age 30-something hamiltonians “are 
getting turned on to a cool branch of 
christianity” that is open and wel-
coming. The article talks of a number 
of GtA “cool churches” that are char-
acterized by jam sessions, podcasts, 
break-dancers and an artsy style in 
which “everyone looks like young 
punks” and self-identifies as “spiritual 
mutts.” We are told the non-tradi-
tional style deconstructs stereotypes 
of church, and unlike dying mainline 
congregations, young people find the 
services meaningful. The inner city 
is embraced. Lives are changed. But 
only for those under 40.

Cool has a history, and while some 
trace its attitude back to the rebellious spirit of the French 
revolution, its more direct origins are in African Ameri-
can music, namely jazz. Cool has an array of meanings: 
it’s about playing the outsider, being non-conformist and 
counter-cultural, and being smooth and casual when under 
pressure. More recently cool has become the global language 
of advertising, as corporate brands use it to sell their wares to 
those desiring the novel, the stylish, the attitude of the suave 
individualist. Finally, cool (ironically) has become dissent 
from corporate America and champions the simple, organic 
and local. Cool is now hip, authentic, even quirky.

Some define cool broadly, as “in style.” Christian writer 
Paul Grant gives it very narrow parameters: he claims it’s 
“private performance of rebellion for rebellion’s sake” – 
which brings to mind James Dean, Kurt cobain and now 
Lady Gaga. A more balanced view is found in Brett Mc-
cracken’s Hipster Christianity: When Church and Cool 
Collide: “an attractive attribute that embodies the exis-
tential strains to be independent, enviable, one-of-a-kind, 
and trailblazing.” In sum, cool has status because it moves 
beyond the herd, ahead of the pack.

 
Holy foolishness

so is Jesus cool? i would suggest we 
can tentatively say yes, he was one who 
challenged the religious system of his 
day and blazed a new trail. Traditional 
church, on the other hand, like the reli-
gious leaders of the gospels, is uncool. 
Many churches appear focused on pres-
ervation rather than novelty, conformity 
to rules rather than creative innovation. 
thus we have books today like They 
Like Jesus but Not the Church and The 
End of Religion: The Subversive Spiritu-
ality of Jesus. Jesus, they say, is the one 
religious leader who disturbs the body 
of which he is the head.

the question is, at what point is cool 
the rule, meaning that cool ironically 
becomes its nemesis, cultural confor-
mity? Cool becomes an end in itself, 
and controls us more than deeper, sanc-
tifying movements of the spirit and its 
fruit. The quest for relevance can draw 

well-meaning christian entrepreneurs into a medium that 
becomes the message, and one indicator of that slippery slope 
is the absence of an intergenerational communion. Old is out.

true, Jesus wasn’t a legalist, policing the rules like a 
Pharisee. But neither was he joining the Zealots or the Es-
senes, outsiders who rejected the major institutions of the 
day and took to the hills. To be a real outsider, one must 
reject tradition, society and ultimately civilization itself 
(think of recent docu-dramas of Christopher McCandless 
and Timothy Treadwell). But memory has always been 
vital to Biblical faith, and Jesus came to fulfill tradition 
and redeem institutions, not reject them. 

rather than cool, Jesus was more a fool, neither revo-
lutionary hero nor papal bureaucrat but a prophet to both 
rebels and authorities. He told stories, made sarcastic jokes 
and played with the children to demonstrate his upside 
down kingdom. Paul later claims the church as “fools for 
christ’s sake” and there is a long christian tradition around 
“holy foolishness” which doesn’t give a fig for what is “in” 
or “out” or suave or square but seeks to make light of what 
is taken too seriously. For the sake of a deeper virtue.

ultimately, the quest for a cool image begs a question 
about substance. Christian character is rooted in faith, hope 
and love and stretches for a long obedience in the same 
direction. That’s not primarily about rules or cool, but 
will involve being a critical and loyal member of institu-
tions through ordinary acts of commitment and service. In 
terms of church institutions, that should mean questioning 
customs (both cool and uncool), shaking hands with older 
brothers and sisters, helping with the nurture of children 
and giving generously of our time, talents and treasures. 
We can value institutions and still be wary of their wiles. 
that’s at best partly cool, but more centrally, it’s pursuing 
the common good with Jesus. 

Peter Schuurman is working on his PhD in 
Religious Studies (U Waterloo) from his home in Guelph.

Is Jesus cool? You pay for what you get
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 Jesus came to fulfill tradition and redeem 
institutions, not reject them – which the Fall 
2013 issue of Comment magazine affirms. 
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Letters

if not outraging, people for years. 
As a self-described libertarian 
democrat, she defies easy cat-
egorization. She is an atheist who 
has blasted fellow atheists, such 
as christopher hitchens, and a 
lesbian who takes aim at femin-
ism and political correctness.” As 
far as i can determine, she is not 
a member of the CRC.  

Ms. Paglia was in town to 
make critical remarks about 
computers and the web and cur-
rent university teaching. Read the 
article: its import is that a com-
bination of postmodern ideology 
and computers do not an educa-
tion make. Along the way, she made an astonishing observation: “I’ve met fundamentalist 
Protestants who’ve just come out of high school and read the Bible. They have a longer 
view of history than most students who come out of Harvard.”

Well, Ms. Paglia, I got news. If you grew up in the Christian Reformed Church, you 
too have a long view of history, if only from the vantage point that God has something 
to do with it. You also come away with roughly the same knowledge of the Old and New 
Testaments that Shakespeare, Bunyan and Milton had. You are among the dwindling num-
ber of people who have heard Handel’s Messiah. You know about worldviews, politics, 
theology and the valuable notion that theology and the meaning of life is difficult and 
paradoxical and true. You learned to think: the doctrines and confessions of the Church 
are a contradictory, baffling and hard to understand bundle of propositions and therefore 
a good preparation for the inevitable realization that life is like that. You are part of a 
community who will not pay your way but will pray for you so that they do not have to. 
They send their extra cash to people who are really in trouble, as in starving. In all of 
this, ahead of most graduates of Harvard.

Now. It is probably a safe observation that Camille Paglia and General Mattis do not 
sing from the same hymn book. They have, shall we say, differing worldviews. But be-
tween the two of them, they pretty much cover the available ground. So listen up when 
they both say the same thing, which is that the use of the modern pandemonium of tech-
nology to communicate and educate is having a perverse and subversive outcome. It is 
unlikely to clarify and will inspire not at all. It is certain to obscure and stupefy. It will 
not get you what you pay for. It will make you pay for what you get. 

Tony Vanden Ende is a lawyer and member of the CRC. He lives in Newmarket, Ont. 
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You pay for what you get continued

In “Christians and nationalism in the Mid-
dle East” (Aug. 12), Koyzis writes “Islamism 
by definition makes no place for religious mi-
norities.” Is such a generalization warranted? 
sumbul Ali-Karamali writes in her The Mus-
lim Next Door, “Muslims who are intolerant 
of other religions and cultures are violating 
the very principles of religious tolerance 
set out in the Qur’an. The Qur’an prohibits 
discourtesy to Jews and christians, forbids 
insulting those who worship other than God, 
and allows people to be ruled by their own 

religious laws.”
Ali-Karamali supports her position with 

direct quotations from the Qur’an, historical 
examples, the prophet Mohammed’s own 
actions and several historians who have 
studied Muslim tolerance for other reli-
gions.  No doubt, many contemporary Mus-
lim-controlled countries practise religious 
intolerance, but must we therefore conclude 
that islam demands religious intolerance?

Nick Loenen
Richmond, B.C.

in a recent article describing the report of the Justice and Faith Pilot Project (“canada-
focused CRC study says opinions on justice vary,” Aug. 12), the author incorrectly 
states that the pilot project was conducted by interviewing “church and agency leaders, 
not by surveying regular church members.” As the article correctly notes, 14 key infor-
mants and a total of 23 focus group participants participated in the study. Of the 14 key 
informants, six were congregational leaders (pastors and lay leaders), five were leaders 
at a regional level, and three were leaders at a denominational level, only one of whom 
was a denominational employee. These participants were selected as those who could 
provide insight into the attitudes, actions, skills and knowledge of crc people regard-
ing responses to God’s call to do justice. Each of the key informants was encouraged to 
discuss the interview questions with other crc people prior to their interview, to enable 
key informants to provide responses that reflected a wider range of experience, and to 
stimulate further conversation about God’s call to do justice. The focus groups provided 
further opportunity to engage directly with “regular church members.”  

We also wish to note that the centre for Philosophy, religion and social Ethics is an 
interdisciplinary research centre at the Institute for Christian Studies.

We are pleased that this small pilot project provided valuable knowledge about the 
connection between justice and faith in the Christian Reformed Church. We also recog-
nize that there is much left to be done, including engaging with many more crc people 
“on the ground.” We look forward to doing this in the next phase of the Justice and Faith 
Project, and welcome your readers’ continued feedback and participation.

steve van de hoef, Justice and Faith Project coordinator, crcnA
ron Kuipers, Associate Professor and Director of the centre for Philosophy, 

religion and social Ethics, institute for christian studies
rich Janzen, research Director, centre for community Based research

Wider CRC engaged in justice study Religious intolerance part of Islam’s definition?

Please allow me to respond to Kathy 
Vandergrift’s article, “We are more than 
taxpayers” (Aug. 12), which uses the de-
testable senatorial financial shenanigans 
as a takeoff for telling us about other social 
issues which she feels should keep us awake 
longer at night. I have always and continue 
to appreciate the role of the social activ-
ists among us in making us aware of the 
needs of the marginalized in our society 
and elsewhere in the world. And I have 
tolerated the customary use (it seems) of 
hyperbole and truth-stretching in order to 
get a point across. However, here the pail 
has run over for me.

Who has not been shocked and shamed 
upon learning of the past mistreatment to 
fellow Canadians, i.e. aboriginal people? I 
am offended by inferences to the contrary. 
And juxtaposing these awful misdeeds of 
the past with a glass of orange juice on a 
senatorial expense account trivializes the 
former.

And then there’s the sale of asbestos to 
developing countries. The key to justify-
ing that lies in the adjective “developing.” 
Much as we might want that, Third World 
countries cannot instantaneously jump 
forward so that they can afford First World 
technology, anymore than we can expect 
Bangladesh shirt makers to pay canadian 
wage rates. The point is that to deny devel-
oping countries the use of asbestos or the 
advantage of low wage rates in securing 

shirt-making contracts winds up inhibiting 
their development.

the phrase “to purchase expensive 
military planes . . .” could be construed in 
different ways. Does Vandergrift advocate 
that we purchase no military airplanes and 
that we should do away with the rcAF’s 
military capabilities, because as it is the cur-
rent aircraft are outdated and unsafe, or does 
she think we should buy cheaper airplanes, 
ones which may not enable canada to meet 
its nAto and other commitments?

the above is then followed by the state-
ment, “. . . while saying we can’t afford 
to educate aboriginal children,” which is 
disingenuous to say the least and as such 
should have no place in an article about 
ethical thinking and acting. As far as I’m 
aware, aboriginals have the same access 
as everyone else to free public elementary 
and high schools, and college and university 
doors are wide open for them too. Now if 
Vandergrift is speaking here about aborigi-
nal demands to the federal government for 
funding their own schools with their own 
curriculum, that’s a totally different matter 
and she should have said so.

i guess this all goes to show that we 
should be careful in how we communicate 
our ideas and thoughts, lest the what of our 
communication gets lost in the kerfuffle 
over how we said it. 

Ed Grootenboer
Waterloo, Ont.

No hierarchy of social issues

What used to be a sanctuary is turned into yet another 
setting for The Show.
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VATICAN CITY (CWN/WSJ/
BBC/NGLTF) – In a broad-ranging 
interview published last month but 
having occurred in August, Pope 
Francis underlined the need for the 
roman catholic church “to heal 
wounds and to warm the hearts of 
the faithful.” 

“Ministers of the church must 
be ministers of mercy above all,” 
the Pope said during a 12,000-word 
interview conducted by Father An-
tonio spadaro, editor of the italian 
Jesuit journal La Civilta Cattolica. 
the interview was translated and 
published simultaneously by other 
Jesuit publications around the 
world, including America.  

in a portion that immediately 
commanded headlines in the 
Western world, the Pontiff said 
that church leaders should not 
confine their public statements to 
controversial social issues such 
as abortion, homosexuality and 
contraception. He said, “We can-
not insist only on issues related 
to abortion, gay marriage and the 
use of contraceptive methods. This 
is not possible.” He explained, “I 
have not spoken much about these 
things, and i was reprimanded for 
that. The teaching of the church, 
for that matter, is clear and i am 
a son of the church, but it is not 
necessary to talk about these is-

sues all the time. We have to find 
a new balance; otherwise even 
the moral edifice of the church is 
likely to fall like a house of cards.”

‘We must accompany 
them’

More important, said Francis, is 
that the primary goal of the church 
is to preach the fundamental Gos-
pel message. He spoke of the need 
to speak about “what fascinates 
and attracts more, what makes the 
heart burn, as it did for the disciples 
at Emmaus.” He observed that if 
people are attracted by the Gospel 
message, they will naturally be 
sympathetic to the moral principles 
derived from that message. 

While church teaching has not 
changed, the Pope said that church 
ministers must always approach 
homosexuals with a loving at-
titude. “In life, God accompanies 
persons, and we must accompany 
them, starting from their situa-
tion,” he said. “In Buenos Aires I 
used to receive letters from homo-
sexual persons who are ‘socially 
wounded’ because they tell me 
that they feel like the church has 
always condemned them. But the 
church does not want to do this.” 

He likened the church to a “field 
hospital” dealing with gravely 
wounded patients. “It is useless to 

ask a seriously injured person if he 
has high cholesterol and about the 
level of his blood sugars. You have 
to heal his wounds. Then we can 
talk about everything else.” 

throughout the long interview, 
Pope Francis returned repeatedly 
to the need for a fresh, new, and 
attractive presentation of the Gos-
pel. “The church sometimes has 
locked itself up in small things, 
in small-minded rules,” he said. 

Immediate reaction
Worldwide, news organiza-

tions, academic and church leaders 
and members (catholic and not), 
and lesbian, gay transgender, 
bisexual groups (LGBT) groups 
reacted immediately. Thomas 
Groome, a professor of theology 
and religious education at Boston 
college – a Jesuit college; Pope 
Francis is a Jesuit – called the pope 
statements a shift in tone away 
from previous popes. “He doesn’t 
want to just harp on birth control 
and gay marriage,” Groome told 
the Wall Street Journal. “He wants 
to bring us back to compassion, 
mercy, outreach to the poor and 
inclusion of the marginalized.” 
stephen Pope, another theology 
professor at Boston college, said 
he didn’t see the pope as scolding 
the U.S. bishops for their focus 
on cultural issues. “I don’t think 
Pope Francis would do anything 
that the bishops would perceive 
to be undermining their efforts. 
they’ll probably interpret this as 
broadening their agenda rather 
than cutting out their agenda.”

Members of the National Re-
ligious Leadership Roundtable, 
convened by the national Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force, responded 
positively to Francis’ comments. 

Dr. Nancy Wilson, moderator 
of the Metropolitan Community 
churches said, “Every crack in 
the door, or window, every gener-
ous, even if ambiguous, hint of 
openness from Pope Francis is 
encouraging – and we know will 

make many in the Vatican and the 
hierarchy nervous! More cause for 
rejoicing! that the Pope would take 
even a nuanced position in opposi-
tion to the slammed door policy 
of the last decades, is welcome, 
welcome, welcome. We love sur-
prises like this, and we hear you, 
Pope Francis, we are listening. We 
would love to have a conversation, 
because the world is hungry for 
justice and compassion.”

Dr. Rebecca Voelkel, Faith 
Work Director, national Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force remarked,“As 
a christian pastor who under-
stands the heart of the gospel to 
be justice and love for ALL God’s 
children, it is with gratitude that i 
receive the news of Pope Francis’ 
remarks. They mark a dramatic 
shift in tone whose impact is both 
welcome and needed. 

Dr. Mary E. Hunt, co-director, 
Women’s Alliance for theology, 
Ethics and ritual (WAtEr) said, 
“Reflections by Pope Francis on 
reordering catholic moral and 
theological priorities are welcome. 
Decades of focus by institutional 
church officials on what Catholic 
theologian Daniel C. Maguire 
baptized ‘the pelvic zone issues’ 
have rendered the roman catholic 
church outdated and unhelpful 
when it comes to dealing with to-
day’s moral dilemmas: war, ecologi-
cal crisis, poverty, racism, health-
care and the well-being of women 
and dependent children. Progressive 
catholics, especially women, have 
been working on these issues for a 
long time. It is good to see some 
members of the hierarchy begin to 
join the struggle.”

‘Read it for yourself’
some sources alleged that such 

reactions misinterpreted Pope 
Francis. Catherine Harmon, writ-
ing in The World Catholic Report, 
gave her readers “three pieces 

of advice” regarding the Pope’s 
interview. First, she urged, “Skip 
the mainstream media accounts 
(and interest-group press releases) 
that are already spinning the pope’s 
words like mad and are only going 
to increase in number and inten-
sity in the coming days.” Second, 
“Read the whole thing. But the 
holy Father’s words are already 
being widely misrepresented, and 
you’ll want to read them in full, in 
context yourself. More importantly, 
though, several of the interview’s 
most challenging and insightful 
passages aren’t especially head-
line-grabbing, and those parts are 
going to be ignored in much of the 
media coverage. Read it for your-
self [her emphasis].” Third, “There 
is a lot of thought-provoking mate-
rial here that is worthy of reflec-
tion, even prayer, in some cases. 
Elizabeth scalia puts it well: ‘i’ve 
said from the start that this pope 
was not going to allow anyone to 
wallow in their comfortable ideas. 
Not anyone.’” 

Lost in the news over the pope’s 
comments on ministering to homo-
sexuals was a reconsideration of 
the role of women in the church. 
While Francis didn’t address the 
church’s teaching that women can’t 
be priests, he noted, “Women are 
asking deep questions that must be 
addressed. The woman is essential 
for the church. We must therefore 
investigate further the role of 
women in the church.” He also 
commented on his favourite com-
posers, artists, authors and films: 
Mozart, Caravaggio, Dostoevsky 
and Fellini’s La Strada.

regarding the future of cathol-
icism, the Pope said that he would 
not use the term optimism, “be-
cause that is about a psychological 
attitude.” He opted instead for the 
word “hope,” which is, he said, a 
theological virtue. “God does not 
mislead hope,” he concluded. 

Pope’s candid interview evokes 
wide-ranging positive reaction

Father Spadaro's (l) interview with Pope Francis made headlines around the world.

A statue of St. Francis of Assissi, the original Francis, who prayed 
"Where there is hatred, let me sow your love." 
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Matt Kucinski
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (CRCNA) – A Calvin College 

professor and his student recently launched the website 
Entravos.net to connect recent college graduates to entry-
level jobs in international development.

calvin’s director of international development studies 
Roland Hoksbergen and Calvin senior John Michael La-
salle took on the project in the hope of providing “an on-
ramp” for students looking to gain experience in their field.

“We’d like Entravos to become a central place where 
there’s a broad variety of different types of work around 
the world,” said La Salle, “so that the inability to find a job 
early on is not a deterrent for someone who wants to have 
a long-term career in international development.”

“Lots of Christian organizations have opportunities, 
internships, fundraising and even some paid positions in a 
variety of sorts and settings,” said Hoksbergen. “What we 
wanted to do is get these organizations to post their intern-
ship and entry level types of opportunities for the graduates 
who are going to be looking for them.”

LaSalle says the idea isn’t new. Sites like Idealist.org 
post thousands of internships and volunteer opportunities 
already. But, he says, many Christian organizations don’t 
use it. “It draws from a really wide audience, so they end 

up getting lots of applications that don’t fit their mission, 
their organization.”

But he says the Entravos’ site is appealing to christian 
organizations, which approach development a little differ-
ently. So far, LaSalle says the response has been mainly 
positive. He’s contacted 85 NGO’s, parachurch ministries 
and volunteer organizations and all but three have shown in-
terest in posting to the site. The project is part of the college’s 
McGregor Undergraduate Research Program, which, since 
1999, has provided funding for collaborative student-faculty 
research in the arts, humanities and social sciences.

Marian Van Til, with files from CNA/ETWN
ORANGE, California (CNA/EWTN News) – The large 

and famous crystal cathedral, once the domain of tV 
preacher robert schuller, was bought in February 2012 by 
the local catholic diocese after schuller’s empire declared 
bankruptcy in 2010. The “cathedral” got its name from its 
dazzling 10,000-pane glass facade. The Diocese of Orange 
purchased it for $57.5 million under its previous bishop. 

now the diocese is ready to turn the international land-
mark into a Catholic cathedral. It was a very large church but 
technically not a cathedral at all until the Catholics bought it.

Current bishop Kevin W. Vann announced the selection of 
two architectural firms who will collaborate in transforming 
the building. “The Crystal Cathedral is an established inter-
national landmark and is much lauded for its architectural 
inspiration and iconic stature,” he said. “Johnson Fain and 
rios clementi hale studios have the experience and ability 
to respect the building’s original design inspiration while 
creating a fitting and functional spiritual home for Orange 
County’s 1.3 million Catholics. These two firms see this 
important work as more than a renovation project, but as a 
reflection of God and his people on earth.”

Vann explained that “the architects were asked to re-
imagine the christ cathedral to support the celebration of 
catholic liturgy and the Eucharist, while maintaining the 
architectural splendor of the reflective glass façade of the 
building.” 

Welcoming guests to a ‘place of refuge’
The two architectural firms were chosen from 24 who 

responded to a request for proposals. The building sits on 
34 acres, along with six additional buildings. It has been 
renamed Christ Cathedral. 

the purchase was popular with diocese members, and 
some 14,000 households donated to a capital campaign (still 
going on) to pay for the renovation. Ryan Lilyengren, dioc-
esan communications director, believes that that enthusiastic 
participation “speaks to catholics in orange county really 
wrapping their arms around the idea of having a central spiri-
tual location for worship, and they have really gotten behind 
transforming this used-to-be evangelical center into something 
that’s really Catholic and is a cathedral of their own.”

Bishop Vann reflected, “Orange County is a bustling 
place, with lots of noise and traffic and endless activity, a 
place where we can often feel isolated. The day when the 
cathedral in Garden Grove becomes our center of gravity, 
we as catholics will make believers and non-believers our 
welcome guests. We and they will find it a place of refuge. 
our cathedral will be a place for involvement in the sacra-
ments, a place to hear the Word of God proclaimed and a 
place for personal prayer and devotion. It will be a holy 
place where God dwells among us.” 

The Reformed Church in America 
(RCA), with which the Christian 
Reformed Church has ever strength-
ening ties, a shared hymnal and 
some shared ministries, holds its 
general synod in the summer (like 
the CRC). At that time we covered 
CRC synod news, but not that of the 
RCA. Below are two items of note 
from that synod. – Marian Van Til, 

church news editor

RCA removes church order 
‘conscience clauses’ re: women 
in office
Marian Van Til, with files from RCA

PELLA, Iowa – At its general synod this summer the 
reformed church in America voted to remove from the 
rcA Book of church order the “conscience clauses” 
afforded to those in the church who oppose ordaining 
women as deacons, elders and ministers of Word and 
sacrament. Those clauses were statements that spelled 
out how rcA members could, and could not, consci-
entiously object to the ordination process of women.

the 2012 General synod stipulated the removal of 
the conscience clauses, but the decision had to be sent 
back to the church classes (dioceses) for ratification. A 
two-thirds majority was needed, to which synod 2013 
would then give final approval. Thirty-one classes 
voted in favour of removing the clauses and 14 voted 
to keep the clauses.

originally adopted in 1980, the conscience clauses 
were intended to maintain unity and peace despite 
a diversity of opinion concerning the ordination of 
women, which had been adopted by the RCA in 1979. 

RCA addresses homosexuality, again
PELLA, Iowa – Last year the RCA adopted a 

statement which said, “Any person, congregation or 
assembly which advocates homosexual behaviour or 
provides leadership for a service of same-sex marriage 
or a similar celebration has committed a disciplinable 
offense.” This year the synod disavowed that statement. 

A “Way Forward” task Force was initiated by the 
passage of R-51 (later renumbered R-28) at General 
Synod 2012. The task force reported to this year’s, and 
two of its three recommendations were adopted. 

the commission on church order was asked to 
clarify the authority and scope of General synod state-
ments. And the delegates agreed that “grace-filled con-
versations” and resources to help “preserve unity, purity, 
and peace” regarding homosexuality were needed. 

A paper on “Moral Discernment,” which arose from 
disagreements about homosexuality with the rcA’s 
“Formula of Agreement” partners (the united church 
of christ, Presbyterian church usA and the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church) was commended for study and 
use in the denomination. The paper concluded that 
“Shared affirmations of Christ’s lordship do not in 
themselves guarantee consensus on particular moral 
judgments; our disagreements can be real, substantive, 
and painful. Yet we believe that dialogue concerning 
our ecumenical differences in the context of our com-
mon confession and scriptures can be an occasion for 
God to lead the whole church more deeply toward 
living into our radical confession of Christ’s lordship.”

in addition the church’s commission on theology 
was instructed “to draft a paper on human sexuality 
from a reformed perspective to be presented to General 
Synod 2015.” 

Calvin prof, student creating ‘on-ramp’ for international development

Crystal Cathedral set for transformation into a 
real cathedral – now owned by Catholics  

Calvin professor Roland Hoksbergen and college senior 
John Michael LaSalle spent this past summer developing 
the Entravos website. 

CALVIN COLLEGE

The cathedral organ against the backdrop of the church’s 
“crystal” walls. 
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Last month (Sept. 9) I highlighted two scenarios in which a faith-
based group’s actions conflicted with the rights of the gay community: 
a Christian florist who declined service to a same-sex wedding, and a 
christian law school that requires its community to sign a pledge refrain-
ing from same-sex activity. Both of these conflicts have the potential to 
drag out in litigation for years. However, Christian political organiza-
tions like citizens for Public Justice in ottawa and the center for Public 

Justice in Washington D.C offer an approach that might hold a solution to thinking about 
the conflict of rights. They suggest that principled pluralism is a Biblical way to think 
about what it means to do public, civic justice to all people in a community even when 
separate groups have different ways of operating in the world. 

Gordon college professor timothy sherratt describes principled pluralism as incorporat-
ing a “biblical view of persons as relational beings whose cooperation with God calls them to 
exercise multiple stewardly responsibilities.” This kind of pluralism requires laws designed 
to protect minority interests. It also requires our law to recognize that peoples’ worldviews 
will be expressed both in terms of their beliefs and in terms of their actions. Principled 
pluralism seeks to protect a variety of worldviews made manifest in different structures 
like families, educational institutions, businesses and non-governmental organizations.

In our examples, the university and the florist should have room to define themselves accord-
ing to their own deepest beliefs about how they must operate. This kind of pluralism provides 
a way for protecting Christians when they find themselves acting in counter-cultural ways.

But we also have to think about what it means to do justice to people of worldviews 
other than our own. Christians who advocate for this approach have to consider whether 
they support it mostly for themselves when they find that they are in the minority, or 
whether they support it for everyone even when they do not like the lifestyle choices 
that other groups make.

one of our greatest challenges right now re-
lates to gay people who form families that might 
not look familiar to Christians. Twenty years 
ago, when I first started writing on this topic, 
the vast majority of christians in the reformed 
tradition were solidly against the legal recogni-
tion of same-sex marriage. But today Christians 
influenced by Calvin, Luther and Knox do not 
speak with one voice on this issue. Among those 
who value this pluralism of worldview and in-
stitutions we can identify a number of different 
perspectives on same-sex marriage.

Four perspectives
one group believes that homosexual relationships are sinful and for this reason should 

not be acknowledged by either the church or the government. Another group agrees that 
these relationships are sinful, but says that this fact alone should not determine the legality 
of same-sex marriage. A biblical, principled pluralism approach to government recognizes 
that people with all sorts of different worldviews will marry. These marriages should be ac-
knowledged by civil authorities. However, this group argues, the relationship between two 
people of the same sex is not “marriage.” Marriage is a God-ordained institution that involves 
one man and one woman. Government should not call other sorts of relationships marriage.

A third group argues that people with different worldviews will understand the essence 
of marriage in different ways. Therefore, it doesn’t matter whether homosexual relation-
ships are sinful. Because gay people make loving, permanent commitments to each other 
and raise children and contribute to society in the same way that heterosexual people do, 
those unions should be recognized as marriage.

Finally, a fourth group of people in the reformed tradition say that we have misunder-
stood the four Biblical passages that reference homosexuality. The Christian Reformed 
Church has not taken this approach, but denominations of both Presbyterians and Lu-
therans argue that the historical references the Bible makes to same sex activity refer to 
abusive, lustful activity, not loving mutual relationships. In A Time to Embrace (Eerdmans, 
2006) Princeton seminary theologian William stacy Johnson argues that both government 
and the church should acknowledge marriage by gay couples.

the rights of faith based groups and the gay community are often presented as being 
in conflict with each other. However, principled pluralism gives us a chance to encourage 
a conversation about the different ways in which government can protect a plurality of 
both institutions and worldviews. Part of our responsibility is to think about the role of 
government and the role of the church. Another part of our responsibility is to understand 
those who are different from ourselves so that we might know more clearly what it means 
to do justice to them. We have much work to do.  

Julia Stronks has practiced law and is the Edward B. Lindaman Chair 
at Whitworth University (affiliated with the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.) in Spokane, Wash. 

over the decades, my extended family’s experience has been shaped 
by the sorry fate of two ghost cities nearly 10,000 kilometres apart.

in July 1974 the military government in Athens engineered a coup 
d’état in cyprus and installed a puppet dictator expected to annex the 
14-year-old island republic to Greece. This reckless escapade came crash-
ing down when Turkey sent a military flotilla to the north coast of Cyprus 
on the pretext of protecting the country’s ethnic Turkish minority. Greece’s 

military régime went down with it, along with relentless aspirations in some quarters to 
unite the two countries in a greater Greece.

in August, while the united states’ attention was focused on the transition from a discred-
ited president to his inexperienced successor, Ankara took advantage of its presence in cyprus, 
expanding its foothold and occupying 37 percent of the island. One of the casualties of this 
venture was the prosperous Varosha district of Famagusta on the island’s east coast. Varosha 
is located just south of the old walled city of Famagusta, built by the Venetians in the 16th 
century and the setting for much of shakespeare’s Othello. Varosha was largely inhabited by 
Greek Cypriots and became the centre of the island’s tourist industry in the 1960s. Boasting 
the best beaches in Cyprus, high-rise hotels were built there to accommodate the influx of 
foreign visitors on holiday. My father had spent his youth there, and by 1974 most of my 
relatives on his side were still residents, including my elderly grandparents.

This all changed during that terrible summer. As Turkey moved to take the northern part 
of Cyprus, Varosha’s residents fled hurriedly, leaving dishes on the table and laundry on 
the lines, assuming they would soon be returning after the crisis had passed. But this never 
happened, and my relatives and so many others became refugees in their own country. I 
was a young man at the time, and this traumatic event was one of the precipitating factors 
in pushing me towards the study of political science.

Twenty-one years later I finally got to Cyprus and was able to gaze from a distance on 
the eerie sight of an abandoned city, caught in a united nations-monitored buffer zone, 
with homes, cafés and hotels crumbling into disrepair.

Contemporary refugees?
Now to this side of the pond.
For just over a quarter century i have regularly driven the stretch of road between 

Hamilton and Chicago to visit family. This usually requires a drive through Detroit, once a 
thriving metropolis but now a dilapidated city with large tracts of land simply abandoned 
by its one-time residents. Crossing the Ambassador Bridge from Windsor into the Motor 
city brings into view a tall, eerily empty building that used to be a transportation hub for the 
region. The historic Michigan Central Station saw hundreds of trains arriving and departing 
daily during the railways’ heyday in the first half of the 20th century. Last used in 1988, 
this formerly magnificent building has fallen into an advanced state of decay, along with 
so many other landmarks of a once great city.

I personally greeted the news that Detroit had filed for chapter 9 bankruptcy with consid-
erable sadness. My mother grew up less than an hour away, and I still have relatives on her 
side living in the Detroit metropolitan area. Once the centre of North America’s now vastly 
diminished automobile industry, much of Detroit is now a ghost city, its former residents 
having long ago fled to the suburbs or to America’s Sun Belt. It might be a stretch to label 
them refugees, yet for those who were born and grew up there and can no longer safely 
return, the loss of their “homeland” must still be difficult to accept.

of course, conquering armies did not literally expel Detroit’s inhabitants from their homes, 
as occurred in Varosha. Yet the fate of both cities is due in large measure to political author-
ities pursuing ill-considered and short-sighted policies at the expense of ordinary people.

Like individual persons, cities are born and die. But unlike persons, cities can be revived 
and become livable again. The last book of the Bible tells us that the redeemed creation will 
be centred in a city, the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2). Whether Varosha and Detroit become 
signposts to this city, attaining their former prosperity and becoming home to new generations, 
depends on God’s will and timing. In the meantime, though some of us will continue to mourn 
these cities’ current sad circumstances, we do so as those expecting the ultimate fulfilment of 
urban life in Jesus Christ and his redeeming grace. 

David T. Koyzis teaches politics at Redeemer 
University College. His award-winning Political Visions and illusions will be published 
in a Portuguese-language edition by Edições Vida Nova (New Life Editions) in Brazil.
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The fate of two ghost cities

Christians today do not speak with one 
voice on the issue of same-sex marriage.

Residents fled Varosha (l) and Detroit for different 
reasons, but in both cities safe return is impossible. 
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Reviews

Nick Schuurman   
Every now and then, sitting on the highway, or 

at home with headphones on, i am struck with the 
realization that my musical tastes have shifted, if not 
grown up outright. It occurred to me as particularly 
telling, the other day, when i thought to myself, my 
parents would actually like this sort of thing (the older 
i get, as readers with children who were at one point 
teenagers can no doubt attest to, the more comfortable 
and willing i am to bend to such a startling admis-
sion). I was, at the time, listening to the latest collec-
tion by All Sons & Daughters, the folk-influenced 
collaboration of Leslie Jordan and David Leonard. 

After forming the band Jackson Waters in uni-
versity, and then later touring with Atlantic records’ 
more widely recognized outfit, NEEDTOBREATHE, 
Leonard decided that it was time for a rest from life 
on the road. He missed the sense of community that 
came with belonging to a local congregation, and 
committed to invest his artistic energies into the life 

of his home church in Franklin, Tenn. There he connected with Leslie Jordan, who served 
at the time as part of the Journey Church’s creative leadership staff. The two began to write 
songs together, not (as was previously the case) so much with performance or studio albums 
in mind, but rather as a gift of worship to their community. “We never set out to be a band,” 
confessed Leonard, “but just wanted to resource our church with songs.”  

Despite their humble intentions, the duo’s efforts quickly caught the attention of a grow-
ing number of listeners, including executives at Integrity Music. Still new to this particular 
role, the two admitted that they were at that point “still getting to know each other.” The 
label, however, loved what they heard, and, while unsure of what the future of All sons & 
Daughters would look like, Jordan and Leonard agreed to sign on with Integrity.   

With four studio albums now under their belt, the pair’s first full length live recording 
– released earlier this year – continues to capture the attention and imagination of listeners 
worldwide. It has meant a return to touring, as well as regular commitment to contracts, 
deadlines and a massive music industry the two had earlier expressed doubts about. It 
has, however, also allowed them opportunities that they would have otherwise never been 
presented with, and a greater freedom to share their musical gifts with the world. Despite 
the growing fan base and industry success, the heart of All sons & Daughters remains 
with their friends and family at Journey Church. 

The group’s most powerful quality, without question, is the strength of the duo’s vocals. 
Live albums are, in many ways, particularly vulnerable initiatives for bands to undertake. 
While the technology available for capturing concert performances has seen incredible 
advancements (a fact which the quality of this album proves), the means of adjustment 
and polish allowed by studio albums just isn’t there. Recorded in front of an audience in a 
small, Nashville chapel, the duo’s songs reveal both their passion and artistic excellence.  

comparisons have often been drawn between the group and more mainstream pop-folk 
projects (The Civil Wars, Mumford and Sons, and The Swell Season among others). Hav-
ing listened to the album, however, one can definitely hear more of an alt-country edge 
than anything else. While hints of the sort of song-writing that has typified congregational 
choruses at the more recent popular level can be heard, the band brings a unique, welcome 
contribution to a genre otherwise weary from highly-produced carbon copies. Teens and 
twenty-somethings have, in the past few years, began to warm up to this more stripped-down 
sort of performance, influenced by a sound historically native to the American South. If that 
were not the case, the steel guitar, banjo, and fiddle featured on the album would likely have 
remained in their Nashville niche and not broken out to the extent that they have.  

This being a live album, there is not much in terms of new material. 
Whether you own all their previous albums, or have never heard of them 
before, this album is a worthwhile purchase. By means of a more organic, 
simple sound, these songs will likely have you singing along. And given the 
strength of their lyrics, that can hardly be considered a bad thing.    
Nick Schuurman (schuurman.nick@gmail.com) is a student living in Hamilton, Ont. 

James C. Dekker
certain novels reveal truth more brilliantly than news, 

historiography or – for this retired preacher – ill-wrought 
sermons. To wit, Barbara Kingsolver polishes and focuses 
the lenses of Truth-filled fiction more clearly with each 
novel. Flight Behaviour, her seventh, is her most daring, 
complex and furthest reaching. A glance at earlier work 
traces her developing gifts.

in The Bean Trees (1988) and Pigs in Heaven (1993) 
Kingsolver began to probe the vagaries of marriage and 
parenting. Through tough self-examination her characters 
not merely survived, but even thrived in today’s madly 
mobile culture. With Poisonwood Bible (1998), she 
mined her childhood in the former Belgian Congo. There 
she chronicled a well-meaning but spiritually counterfeit 
missionary’s misguided evangelistic efforts. (That book 

should be required reading for all pastors and seminary students.) In Prodigal Summer 
(2000) Kingsolver dug into biology and ecology, describing the first hints of environ-
mental recovery in a pesticide abused Appalachian landscape. As coyotes, top predators, 
returned to a gradually reviving ecology, barren human relationships also begot new life. 
Is Kingsolver a closet Calvinist? Maybe; she repeatedly shows that all of life is connected.

With Flight Behaviour, Kingsolver digs still deeper into environmental and human rela-
tionship themes. After weaving climate change and habitat destruction into the narrative of 
Dellarobia and cub turnbow’s faltering marriage, Kingsolver enigmatically limns hope for 
both ecological and relationship renewal. Before that fragile hope, though, this novel is fraught 
with despair that demands rugged, though initially undesired, self-discovery for resolution. 

remarkably, Flight Behaviour’s main characters are not only the multi-dimensional people 
who drive the plot. Instead, monarch butterflies’ lives frame the novel. An errant colony takes 
up winter residence in the wooded mountains outside Appalachia’s Feathertown. Kingsolver 
describes an epiphany on the “mountain [that] seemed to explode with light. . . .  Every bough 
glowed with an orange blaze.” Trouble is, those butterflies belong in Michoacan, Mexico. But 
landslides caused by floods and clear-cutting have shrunk that habitat. (Incidentally, the actual 
2012-2013 monarch Mexican migration numbers were the lowest ever.)

Kingsolver has mastered monarch science – breeding places and habits, migration 

routes, anatomy, temperature tolerance and more. Through the words of her itinerant 
biologist Dr. Ovid Byron, she describes monarch life in crystalline, evocative prose that 
engages anyone interested in God’s earth and humans’ relationship to it. Never does she 
dumb down the biology or condescend to readers. 

Describing the errant monarchs’ arrival, Kingsolver rings a 21st century echo of Moses at 
Exodus 3’s burning bush. Dellarobia is awed to pray “Jesus God,” when the forest of mon-
archs stops her dead before consummating an adulterous tryst. (Don’t we see Saul in Acts 8 
in this sentence? “Unearthly beauty had appeared to [Dellarobia] to stop her in her road”). 

Like Moses, Dellarobia can’t begin to control the aftermath of her life-changing 
epiphany. The several subplots of Dellarobia’s, her family’s and friends’ lives follow the 
novel-long conceit of the monarch colony’s struggle to survive winter in that alien place. 
Be ready for surprises, not all pleasant. 

Kingsolver’s emblematic wit, tempered with profound empathy, finds voice in Del-
larobia’s mordant melancholy that often morphs into hilarity. One pithy example: Del-
larobia is mulling over husband Cub’s implacable yet dull loyalty. Cub “had declared that 
women who hadn’t had children weren’t really sexy, they looked like dresses on a hanger 
waiting to get a body in them. . . . One thing about Cub, you knew he wasn’t faking a 
compliment. He could also declare your new sunglasses reminded him of a frog, with no 
offense intended. All that entered his mind’s highway went straight onto cruise control.” 

Rare for contemporary literary fiction, Kingsolver even-handedly treats the Feath-
ertown church’s part in saving the butterfly-filled woods from logging. Led by smart, 
compassionate hometown Pastor Bobby ogle, one worship service sensitively focuses 
on protecting God’s world. After the service Cub’s father Bear Turnbow, in a family 
meeting with the pastor, decides to cancel his logging contract and gives the remaining 
monarchs a chance. Though not surprising given Kingsolver’s background, she permits 
honest, simple, popular Christianity its due, whether for good or ill.

Besides the two main themes I’ve sketched, you’ll also find provocative subplots 
exploring immigration, racial issues and the difficult role of academic science in rural 
America. To avoid plot-spoiling, though, I’ll quit here and eagerly recommend Flight 
Behaviour. if you aren’t a Kingsolver fan, this novel is a good bet to make 
you one. If you’re a wannabe writer, though, beware: Her writing tempted 
me to break the Tenth Commandment at least three times a page.  

Flight Behaviour: Not escape reading

Flight Behaviour 
by Barbara Kingsolver 
harper-collins Publishers, 
Ltd. 2012; 436 pages.

Psalms and the slide guitar
Tennessee-based duo records concert 

All Sons & Daughters Live
Integrity/Columbia 2013 

James C. Dekker recently retired after 37 ½ years as a Christian Reformed 
pastor living in St. Catharines, Ont. Now he may read all the novels he 

wants, but will never write like Barbara Kingsolver. 

This album reveals both passion 
and artistic excellence. 

mailto:schuurman.nick@gmail.com


Lisa Van Engen
Human harvesters bend over lines of new growth in the 

middle of the city. In 2012 Eighth Day Farm expanded to 
1.3 acres in the Holland Town Center, Mich., into what was 
once a parking lot. Its mission statement: Eighth Day Farm 
uses our urban fields as a classroom to cultivate healthy 
and sustainable communities locally and globally.

At one time the shopping centre was full of outlet shop-
ping. The failing economy left most of the buildings empty. 
Now, however, it has been revitalized to include offices, 
a school of arts and a church. Holland Town Center has 
become an example of a new urbanism where there is a 
diverse mixture of office and agriculture. Here, the asphalt 
torn up and cleared to make space for new life, is a work-
ing urban farm positioned between Laser Tag and a movie 
theatre to the south and Brann’s Steakhouse to the north. 
Its fenced boundaries are surrounded by businesses topped 
with bright orange roofs. 

Water mists over green growth in two parallel lines. In-
terns put shovel to soil. Their heads are covered to protect 
them from the summer sun. Josh Banner, the president of 
the Board of Directors, leans against the market stand and 
shares the real challenges of the farm. The work is con-
tinual. Throughout the summer, observers of the farm can 
follow the experiences of the nine interns who have settled 
into Eighth Day Farm as a summer home. With throbbing 
hamstrings and sore necks, they plant, maintain and harvest 
as a community. In that quiet work, they teach those passing 
by to count the cost of the food they consume. 

The spiritual nature of our food consumption
Eighth Day Farm stands as a place to pause in our busy 

lives and see firsthand that the food that sustains us comes 
from God. The farm encourages Christians from all de-
nominations, as well as the public in general, 
to understand the spiritual nature of our food 
consumption. When families take the time 
to slow down and look over the edges of the 
picket fence into the ever-changing growth of 
the farm, they witness all the labour that goes 
into a harvest. The farm encourages families to 
foster a deep thankfulness for what is on their 
table. Buying vegetables at the farm instead 
of at the store can be an act of creation care. 

Currently 60 families participate in Com-
munity Supported Agriculture (CSA) through 
Eighth Day Farm. They receive 22 weeks 
of organic vegetables through the program. 
Families pick up their vegetables weekly and 
discover anything from beans to rutabaga and 
Swiss chard to winter squash. The harvest of the farm does 
not end there – families go on to use the food to bring 
people together and nourish others. Just as the gospel is 
communicated through bread and wine, the effects of ex-
tending our table to others are similarly far-reaching. 

Elizabeth Kaufman comments, “Being CSA members 
with Eighth Day Farm has enriched our family’s experi-
ence with food, faith and community. Having a firsthand 
understanding of how our vegetables are planted, nurtured 
and harvested has helped each of us to develop a deeper 
appreciation for the design and effort involved in producing 
good foods – and not just foods from the farm, but from 
elsewhere as well! In terms of our faith, we are constantly 
confronted with the challenge to be good stewards of the 
food we pick up each week by consuming or preserving and 
not wasting as an expression of gratitude and faithfulness.” 
The Kaufmanns, along with their three young boys, enjoy 
the connections and friendships they make at pick-up and 
annual potlucks. 

This is exemplified through the meaning of the name 
Eighth Day Farm. The day after the Hebrew Sabbath, early 
Christians celebrated this eighth day, the day Jesus rose 
from the dead. The resurrection of Jesus meant new life 
and an invitation of rest and peace for God’s people. In re-
sponse to this history, the farm seeks to work with gratitude 
and also with rhythms of rest. Jesus’s resurrection restored 
our lives and gave us hope. The farm brings new life and 
restoration to land that was once fallow. 

The Eighth Day Farm market stand is open to the public 
Monday through Saturday. Even in its early stages, the farm 
opened its rows of growth to the community. Josh Banner 
explains that people often slow down as they drive past to 
observe the transformation of what was once a parking lot. 
As people shop, attend worship, go to the movie theatre, 
or operate their businesses, they are able to watch the farm 

change with the seasons. 
The farm does not operate simply as 

a passive exhibit to a transient audience. 
Field trips and creation care courses are 
offered and volunteers are encouraged 
to become involved. CSA members 
enjoyed classes on composting, nutri-
tion, bee-keeping and food preserving 
this summer at the farm. The farm also 
hosted a Farm to Fork Top Chef Com-
petition and a potluck. The Eighth Day 
website and Facebook page seek to edu-
cate visitors about sustainable living and 
incorporating healthy foods into their 
daily lives. 

Impacting the broader community
The themes of restoration and redemption extend to the 

giving and sharing of their produce. The market stand ac-
cepts low-income assistance vouchers, allowing all people 
access to fresh produce straight from the land. Eighth 
Day Farm also donates to the local Center for Women in 
Transition. As the farm establishes itself, new dreams take 
shape – like offering flowers to nursing homes and using 
labourers from restorative justice programs. 

Newly-harvested vegetables line the market stand at the 
north entrance of the farm. Vibrant shades of reds, greens, 
yellows and purples fill the baskets. Though the harvest is 
plentiful, the workers have had to be steadfast and commit-
ted. After touring the farm, it is easy to detect some weari-
ness in those who keep the farm running. The romanticized 
version of a country harvest does not match the reality of 
an urban farm under the hot sun. The non-profit status of 
Eighth Day Farm also adds pressure to find the financial 
support needed to keep the farm running. 

Despite the long days, passion surfaces in the words 
of the workers and lights up their faces. God changed our 
story when he sent Jesus to die for us. Eighth Day Farm is 
changing the story of 1.3 acres of land. An empty parking 
lot has become a place that offers life. The farm is changing 
the story of the way we view our food, of what a working 
farm looks like and the contours of community. Places like 
Eighth Day Farm draw us into proximity with the origins of 
our food. The commitment to coax a seed into something 
that sustains life becomes more deeply apparent with the 
sight of the bodies bent over soil. 

With our ability to obtain food in large quantities on 
demand, witnessing the progression of a seed to harvest 
works to slow us down. We no longer take for granted what 
we are given. A deep thanksgiving can take up residence in 
our hearts when we understand the origin, the labour, the 
interaction of nature and the elements of community that 
wrap together to make what we eat possible. 

Maybe the most beautiful gift the farm gives is the vi-
sion of restoration: harvest can occur where emptiness 
once resided, life can spring up from what seemed lost 
and dedication can birth deeper layers of life. For this we 
are thankful. 
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Lisa Van Engen is a freelance writer 
from Holland, Mich. She writes at 

aboutproximity.com.

Planting thankfulness

Colourful ribbons of produce.

Intensive labour.

EIGHTH DAY FARM
•	 Collected	over	12,000	lbs.	of	food	waste	a	month	

and	redirected	it	away	from	landfills	and	towards	
compost	making. 

•	 Donated	over	50	lbs.	of	produce	a	week	to	area	
non-profits.

•	 Logged	 over	 500	 volunteer	
hours. 

http://www.aboutproximity.com
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Phil Huber
“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for 

you in Christ Jesus" (1 Thess. 5:18).

In one of the most familiar opening film segments, Kermit 
the frog is perched atop a log, banjo on knee, singing, “Why 
are there so many songs about rainbows and what’s on the other 
side?”  Lost beneath the strangeness of a singing frog playing 
banjo is the irony of Kermit’s lyrical subject.

For a frog, a rainbow is pretty ho-hum; 
bland and uninspiring – certainly not worth 
serenading. The rainbow a frog sees is not 
the colourful spectacle I am familiar with. 
Why, indeed, are there so many songs 
about something so blah. Kermit’s curi-
osity is justifiable.

You see, the palette of my vision is 
dictated by three colour receptors called 
cones. These three cones are sensitive to 
light of different wavelengths, roughly 
corresponding to red (long wavelengths), 
blue (short wavelengths), and green (me-
dium wavelengths). Stimulating various 
combinations of these cones allows me to 
see the array of colors I am familiar with, 
and a rainbow that transitions from red to 
orange to yellow to green to blue to violet 
(remembered with the familiar acronym 
roYGBIV).

A range of sight
Frogs only have two cones – the red 

and green, restricting them to a more 
narrow colour spectrum. Kermit’s rain-
bow is pared to roYG. BIV has been 
lopped off. With limited colour sensitiv-
ity, frogs are better off relying on other 
sensors. Instead of colour cues, they 
depend almost exclusively on motion. 
They will starve surrounded by food that 
is still. And they will strike at anything 
that mimics the movement of a worm 
or bug. Kermit would more naturally 
sing about turbulent motion than about 
spectacular colour (as if a singing frog 
is in any way natural). 

But for all the colour that I see, human 
sight is not the most complex. My three 
colour receptors are dwarfed by the mantis 
shrimp, with its 16 colour receptors. These 
cones allow the shrimp to see colour above 
and below the band visible to me, into in-
frared and ultraviolet. And even within the 
band visible to me, the shrimp can see nu-
ances of shade that are indiscriminate to 
my eye. The shrimp can see colours that I 
have no name for and no conception of.  

The shrimp has the Crayola 150-count telescoping crayon 
tower, the deluxe artist’s kit. I have the typical eight count 
schoolroom set, all the colours needed for elementary workbook 
pages. Kermit has the two pack set you get at the restaurant 
to colour the kids’ placemat. A dull outcome is inevitable, no 
matter how hard Kermit works on his colouring book.

This is the framework for my thoughts on Thanksgiving this 
year. Gratitude is a matter of how we see things. We can look at 
the same rainbow and see it quite differently. The rainbow stays 
the same: the perception of it changes. Gratitude is less about 
increased good fortune and more about increased awareness of 
existing good fortune.

How do you see Thanksgiving?
Some will see Thanksgiving as a narrow band of colour, 

exhausted in a brief word of prayer before the turkey is passed 
and the stuffing is devoured. Broad generalities of grateful-
ness for family, freedom and financial provision may be all 
that constitutes blessing in their eye. Thanksgiving is elicited 
when the calendar demands it or when the circumstance is 
reasonably intense – a narrowly avoided danger, a fortuitous 
prosperity, a satisfied longing. Thanksgiving is rare, for the eye 

is not perceptive enough to employ it much.
Some will see gratitude as a broader 

colour band, filling in some of the shades 
and expanding the palette. This is more 
concrete – blessings in the particulars. Not 
just thanking God for food. Thanking him 
for fresh spinach in my fridge, the last of 
the local, organic greens we have enjoyed 
for the past four months. And a freezer full 
of soups made from the summer bounty 
that will carry us through the cold winter 
months – potato leek, zoupa Toscana, white 
bean and kale, and vegetable beef.

This rainbow of gratitude may even in-
clude shades of blue and purple; darker co-
lours lacking the light cheeriness of a yellow 
or orange. These are things not as obvious 
in their blessing. Gratitude in deprivation as 
well as plenty. Even in scarcity, God is good.  

But a precious few will see a world ex-
ploding with colour on the broadest spec-
trum. Every moment, a gift from God; every 
experience, a splash of vibrant colour, infi-
nitely and gloriously varied. This is grati-
tude that infuses all of life, filling the cracks 
and crevices of apparent dullness with the 
awareness of a rainbow that is wider and 
brighter than the natural eye can see. Life is 
a steady stream of gifts from a loving God. 
Even the most mundane slivers are seen in 
rich hues of beauty, and wonder and unde-
served goodness. To see the world as a man-
tis shrimp is to see blessing detailed, precise 
and inexhaustible. 

When Paul instructs us to be “always giv-
ing thanks to God the Father for everything” 
(Eph. 5:20), he is inviting us to see blessing 
in richer colours on a wider spectrum. The 
words “always” (temporal) and “everything” 
(topical) invite us to see shades that are often 
overlooked. We may be colour blind to these 
tints until God opens our eyes to them, help-
ing us to find beautiful colour in the most 
boring elements of life and to be grateful 
even in hardship.  

A mantis shrimp never wonders why 
there are so many songs about rainbows. 

He wonders why there aren’t more (or so I conjecture). The 
brilliance I see in that arc in the sky is dwarfed by what the 
shrimp sees. This Thanksgiving I’m asking God to help me 
see a rainbow like a mantis shrimp. I’d rather see like a shrimp 
than sing like a frog, even if you throw in the banjo playing. 
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BEWARE OF PG 
RETURN "HOW 
DO YOU SEE"

Frank Sawyer has taught in 
seminaries in Latin America 

and Hungary for almost three 
decades. Check out his website 

at srta.tirek.hu/lap/sawyerf. His 
book of poems, A Way of See-

ing, can be ordered by emailing 
fsawyer777@gmail.com.

Phil Huber lives with his wife and four 
children in Syracuse, NY. He loves to 

snowshoe in the winter, tap maple trees 
in the spring, manage his bee hive in the 

summer, split wood in the fall and run all 
year long. By day he is a retail manager 

and by night a writer. He blogs regularly at 
aploddingpilgrimage.blogspot.com. 

Songs about rainbows 

SUNRISE SUNSET 
				on	Kathlyn	Lake,	Smithers	BC	
	
Gold	light	in	the	sky	
sunrise	on	the	mountain	
peaks	pointing	high	
trees	on	the	shore	
shadows	nearby	
reeds	in	the	water	
catching	my	eye	
frog	lazy	in	reeds	
canoe	quiet	on	lake	
reflecting	the	sky	
ripples	across	surface	
a	loon	swoops	by	
fly	on	the	line	
fish	on	the	fly		
–	mirror	image	of	–	
fish	on	the	fly	
fly	on	the	line	
a	loon	swoops	by	
ripples	across	surface	
reflecting	the	sky	
canoe	quiet	on	lake	
frog	lazy	in	reeds	
catching	my	eye	
reeds	in	the	water	
shadows	nearby	
trees	on	the	shore	
peaks	pointing	high	
sunset	on	the	mountain	
red	glow	in	the	sky.	

	 	 Frank	Sawyer	
	

Trout from Lake Kathlyn.
FrANK SAWYEr.

Kermit ponders rainbows (top).
The mantis shrimp has 16 colour 
receptors (below).

srta.tirek.hu/lap/sawyerf
http://www.aploddingpilgrimage.blogspot.com


Laura Konyndyk
over the past few years, Hamilton’s James Street North 

has witnessed the emergence of new cafés, pubs, restau-
rants and art galleries. The neighbourhood’s authentic 
and lively spirit is especially evident during the James 
Street North Art Crawl – when art galleries synchronize 
their opening nights on the second Friday of every month. 
Sidewalks overflow with art lovers, buskers claim street 
corners, food trucks selling gourmet sandwiches line the 
curbs; it’s a sight to behold and it’s one of the many reasons 
that Flagship Gallery, located at 237 James Street North, 
is happy to be where it is. 

Flagship Gallery features the art of 24 Christian artists. 
The former butcher shop, and onetime architect’s office, 
has now been transformed into what gallery curator Karyn 
Black describes as “a place of reflection and renewal.” With 
high industrial ceilings, muted grey walls and terrazzo 
flooring, the space possesses an urban elegance − a promi-
nent two-way mirror divides the front of the gallery from 
the back and a set of moveable walls allows for different 
configurations, depending on the art work being displayed. 

Not surprisingly, visual artist and Flagship Gallery 
founder James Tughan had a clear vision of what he wanted 
the room to look like and he’s happy with the end result. 
“We knew we didn’t want the space to look like a tunnel,” 
he said. “We wanted it to feel open, but not cold.” Since 
opening, he’s been told by more than a few visitors that 
“It’s the nicest gallery on the block.”

Location, of course, was also key. Tughan knew that 
finding a home for Flagship Gallery in the centre of the 
James North Art Crawl District would provide Christian 
artists with a precious opportunity − allowing  them to 
establish a professional presence and witness in Canada’s 
fastest growing art market. 

“We knew we would have to do whatever it took to 
secure the space,” said Tughan, which is why the months 
leading up to the Flagship’s grand opening 
were so crucial. They involved raising money 
to sign the lease, forming a leadership struc-
ture, connecting with generous donors and 
renovating the space.

A vision realized
It was work that made the June 7th open-

ing particularly rewarding for Karyn Black. 
“Everyone had been working so very hard. 
Hundreds of hours of work: long days and 
nights preparing the space, the peo-
ple and the art. To finally see the 
dream realized was overwhelming 
and extremely rewarding,” she said. 
The creation of Flagship Gallery de-
manded prayer, patience and deter-
mination to see the vision through. 
But it was a vision worth realizing. 

Tughan would like to see the 
gallery serve as a psychological 
and spiritual home for established, 
emerging and recently graduated 
Christian artists. He also hopes that 
the gallery will demonstrate the es-
sential role that artists play in their faith communities. 
These beliefs have underscored much of his work − as 
art teacher, practicing artist and now, as Flagship Gallery 
founder. “We want the gallery to help church congregations 
to recognize the value of artists,” he said.

Tughan’s interest in the important connection between 
art and faith is one of the main reasons he founded the 
Semaphore Fellowship ten years ago − a not-for-profit 

consortium of Christian artists committed to honouring 
visual languages as sacred trusts given by Jesus. The work 
of Semaphore is grounded in the belief that Christ – the 
original Artist, gives his people visual languages as a means 
of communicating truth.

Flagship Gallery is the Semaphore Fellowship’s Ham-
ilton home. Its philosophy about art and the role it plays 

in the lives of Christians is based on three 
core principles: firstly, that artistic expression 
is a fundamental part of being fully human, 
secondly, that art is language − constantly 
evolving and always reflecting the state of 
the world, and thirdly, that art is communal. 
Not only are artists a vital part of the Christian 
community, they depend on the support and 
guidance of that community to flourish as cre-
ative human beings, made in the image of God. 

While support and affirmation from the 
church is essential, the quality of the 
work on display is likely to draw at-
tention outside of Christian circles 
as well. “The level of proficiency in 
our art and the quality of our shows 
will be the main reason people re-
turn again and again to the space,” 
predicted Karyn Black. Her current 
favourite work showing is a piece 
by George Langbroek called “Pure 
Flames.” “I am always drawn to 
printmaking, and George doesn’t 
disappoint,” she added.  

From July 17 – August 10th, 
Langbroek’s series of inkwash paintings occupied the front 
of the gallery. The paintings that make up his “Parameters” 
collection are marked by a blend of spontaneity and re-
straint. In a piece called “Tsunami,” clouds of dark ink pool, 
curl and swell against the surrounding white background.  

Langbroek gives his forms the freedom they need to 
move naturally across his surfaces. “The losing control and 
the allowance of the image to develop is the whole point,” 

he said, which is why he describes his process as “similar 
to life itself, at times controllable and at other times one 
must simply surrender to the one who is greater.”

For Langbroek, authentic truth telling that is interested 
in discovery doesn’t need to be overly didactic. His work 
is guided by the belief that God gives human beings the 
freedom to play, explore and discover within certain pa-
rameters. His perspective is fresh, intriguing and inspiring 
for artists.

This summer, Flagship’s front gallery also featured the 
paintings of Jeanette obbink, in a solo member’s show 
called “Breathing Space.” obbink’s work allows viewers 
to find relief from the relentless buzz and hum of modern 
life. She is an artist who strives to create what she calls 
“a point of harmony and peace, a breathing space in our 
busy lives.” Her serene waterscapes and landscapes are 
both nuance-rich and compelling. obbink knows how to 
capture the smoothness of a rock, the soft shadow of a tree, 
the blurred reflection of a low hanging branch, in a way 
that is fresh, light and accessible. 

Working out faith in a visual language
In the rear area of the gallery is a rotating show featur-

ing art from the rest of the gallery’s member body. Works 
ranging from hyper-realism, to abstract, to conceptual are 
on display. Members of Flagship Gallery have room to say 
what they want, in their own visual language. And they can 
work out their faith in the process – and be as explicit or 
subtle about that as they see fit. 

Sculptor Heidi Branan is inspired by the weight of stone 
and the fragility of glass, finding what she describes as 
“a bold declaration of enduring grace” in the way these 
mediums interact with one another.

Peter reitsma describes his work as “a compulsion to 
paint details of a kingdom ushered in 2,000 years ago by 
someone we still hardly dare to believe.” 

For Mercedes Schuster, using the medium of chalk pas-
tel helps her get to know individuals through their physical 
features. Her aim: to understand those she draws by going 
beyond the surface and looking at the person beneath.

Not only are Flagship artists committed to aesthetic ex-
cellence, they are bold enough to get at the truth, in a way 
that is uniquely their own. Some have created works that 
declare the world’s beauty, while others have used their art 
to lament its brokenness. They have used their gifts to act 
as followers of Christ who seek to be healers, truth tellers 
and dreamers. 

Although Flagship Gallery founders, members and 
supporters have much to celebrate, Karyn Black believes 
that the most challenging part for the tightly-knit artistic 
community may still lie ahead. “We need to sell art. We 
need people to come in to the gallery and support our 
artists − figuratively of course, but also literally − by 
purchasing quality art and validating artists as a valuable 
and necessary part of the church.” 

When asked what she’d like the community at large to 
know about Flagship Gallery, Black’s answer was simple: 
“We are here! We’d love to spend some time with you 
at the gallery. We are open Wednesday to Saturday from 
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. our address is 237 James Street 
North, Hamilton.” More information about the artists and 
their work is available at semaphore.ca/
flagship-gallery. 
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Laura Konyndyk lives in Hamilton, Ont. 
and works as Community Journalist 
for the Ontario Alliance of Christian 

Schools. She enjoys illustration, too. You 
can see some of her work at  

http://laurakonyndyk.wordpress.com. 

Flagship Gallery: a home for Christian artists

Tsunami, George Langebroek (above). Seeing Through, 
Jeanette Obbink (below).

Nails, Sand, & Memory, Peter Reitsma 
(above). Cary Grant, Mercedes Schuster 
(below).

http://laurakonyndyk.wordpress.com/
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Blessed Are Those Who Hunger 

On	the	day	that	27,000	children	died,
my	dishwasher	flooded	its	basin.	I	cradled	a	bowl, 

running	my	finger	around	a	yellow	shroud	of	curry. 
I	mourned	the	scrubbing	I	would	have	to	endure, 

the	salesmen	with	their	litany	of	buttons,
the	snake’s	nest	of	disconnected	tubes.

Mothers	embalmed	their	children	in	wet	sand.
Fathers	folded	skeletal	bodies	in	sheets. 

The	mosquito	nets	and	vaccinations	were	still
en	route,	stalled	in	cargo	holds,	legislation,	hearts. 

I	did	not	remember.	I	opened	the	dishwasher	again 
and	felt	my	blood	quicken	at	the	sour	soup

of	food	and	water,	the	marinara-flecked	plates, 
and	–	Jesus	help	me	–	oatmeal	stuck	to	the	whisk	

like	bone.

	 	 	 Tania	Runyan

To mark our 35th wedding anni-
versary our kids gave us a gift certifi-
cate toward the cost of family photos.

Jack protested. “What do we need 
more pictures for? We have a closet 
full of old ones that we don’t know 
what to do with.”

Stephanie disagreed. “The last time our family 
had professional photos done was for your 25th. That 
was 10 years ago!”

Her statement didn’t change Jack’s mind, but it 
certainly got me thinking. Ten years. Forgive the 
cliché, but – where did the time go?

I pulled out the little silver photo album and 
browsed its contents. Ten years ago, on a misty Sep-
tember morning our family posed for pictures around 
the farm. The girls obsessed about the effect of high 
humidity on their carefully straightened hair. James 
and Jack snickered a little at having to wear colour-
coordinated tee shirts. And me – well I just hoped I 
wouldn’t look like a total dork on all the pictures.

It was a moment in time, captured as well as it 
could be by the camera. James was heading to his first 
year at agricultural college, Steph-
anie was returning to her BrE pro-
gram and Jessica was still in high 
school. Jack had a few aches and 
pains in his back in those days, but 
we had no idea what was to come. 
I was dreaming of writing more 
since my kids were all grown up. 
We had one motorbike between us 
and I would’ve laughed at the idea 
of driving it myself.

Rx: Ecclesiastes 
Six weeks later 

we put our photos 
on display at a din-
ner to celebrate our 
silver anniversary. 
I  looked now at 
pictures from that 
evening as well. 
There were family 
and friends, some of 
whom we’ve since 
lost contact with, 
others who are still 
important in our 
lives and yet others 
who have passed on 
in the years since. 
That evening, as 
grand as it was, is 
also only a memory now.

of course, there’s much to be thankful for at this 
time in our lives. our family has blossomed in this 
last decade – we’ve been blessed with a daughter-in-
law, a son-in-law and three precious grandchildren. 
We still have a good measure of health and strength. 
And the motorbike population has tripled. We defi-
nitely needed an updated family photo.

So last Saturday we donned our fall apparel and 
assembled at James and Willene’s farm to take ad-
vantage of Jack’s corn crop as a background, along 
with Willene’s outdoor decorations. Thanks to the 
wonders of digital technology we soon had dozens 

of bright photographs available.
I sat in the studio with Gail, one of the photogra-

phers, flipping through the proofs, deciding which 
pictures, how many and what sizes to buy. As we 
worked through the files, a range of unexpected emo-
tions swept over me. The images of my dearly loved 
family made me realize how intensely important 
they are to me; how beautiful family life, even with 
all of its challenges, really is; and yes – especially 
when I look at my grandchildren – how swiftly the 
years pass by.

Pleased as I was with the pictures, the experience 
left me feeling somewhat melancholy. Then I sat 
reading Ecclesiastes one morning and the sadness 
lifted. It all began to make sense.

A bigger picture
We work to live and live to work. Even the sun 

rises each morning only to hurry to its resting place 
and start all over the next day. The passage of time is 
integral to our very existence. We try to hold onto to 
it, especially the happy moments, but it’s like chasing 
the wind. We’re shocked at how quickly it slips away. 

But that’s what it’s supposed to do. 
Why fight it? 

Some consider Ecclesiastes 
a depressing book. Personally I 
find great comfort there. The rea-
son I feel like a very small ant on 
a very great hill is because that’s 
actually how it is. The good news 
is that I’m part of a much big-
ger picture than I ever imagined. 

My life belongs 
to a scheme so 
grand, designed 
by one so glori-
ous, that I lack 
the capacity to 
even  compre-
hend it. Ponder 
what it means to 
have eternity in 
your heart. It’s 
a  magnif icent 
concept that al-
ludes to our true 
significance. No 
wonder  we’re 
frustrated – eter-
nity in our hearts 
and mortality in 
our bones.

r e a d i n g 
through Ecclesi-

astes I marked all the places where it says we should 
eat, drink and enjoy the work of our hands all the 
days God gives us. The message emerged abundantly 
clear.

I’m free to savour the past or daydream of the 
future, provided it doesn’t keep me from living the 
present. This Thanksgiving Day is also our anniver-
sary. What better way to spend it than in gratitude 
to the Lord who sends everything in its season and 
ordains a time for every purpose under heaven? 
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 Artful EyE

Marianne VanderSpek is a farmer and 
photographer living in Florence, Ont. 

A moment in time

This poem first appeared in 
Simple Weight (FutureCycle 
Press, 2010) and is reprinted 
with permission. Tania Run-

yan’s newest poetry collection, 
Second Sky (Cascade/Wipf & 
Stock), and her instructional 
book, How to read a Poem: 

A Field Guide (T.S. Poetry 
Press), are both forthcoming 

in 2014. 
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Heidi Vander Slikke (hmvanderslikke@hotmail.com) 
lives in Harriston, Ont.

The passage of time 
is integral to our very 

existence. We try to hold 
onto to it, especially the 
happy moments, but it’s 

like chasing the wind. We’re 
shocked at how quickly it 

slips away. 

The Vander Slikke family.



one of my family mem-
bers can only be described 
as impossibly healthy. The 
dietary restraints she has 
adopted and introduced 
to her children lie some-
where between inspiring 

and inimitable. They no longer eat sugar 
or wheat-based bread, they drink only wa-
ter, and she has significantly increased the 
family’s intake of legumes, nut proteins 
and vegetables while reducing their meat 
consumption. Moreover, they exercise to-
gether. As a family. I sigh while popping 
another frozen pepperoni pizza in the oven 
or downing a Coke to combat mid-after-
noon slump. I really should make some 
changes to our lifestyle habits, I tell myself. 
And then I may or may not go through a 
short guilt-driven phase of healthier living 
involving breakfast fruit shakes, quinoa 
salads and grilled fish. And walks after din-
ner for at least two consecutive nights. It’s 
never long before busyness begets short 
cuts and time-savers, and somehow, my 
best intentions go out the window and the 
guilt flies back in.

And yet, the other side of my relation-
ship with food is intimately connected to 
the Mennonite cookbook with which I 
have fallen in love. Something about the 
description of steaming cinnamon rolls be-
ing pulled midday from the kitchen stove, 
fruit pie recipes passed down from mother 
to daughter, stacks of jewel-coloured jam 
and jelly jars in the pantry, crispy hams and 
golden turkeys brought mouth-wateringly 
to the table – it makes me want to be a 
mama who fills my home with rich smells 
and halloos the family to dinner with a sin-
gle word. I want my daughter to fly through 
the front door after school to see what kind 
of cookies are waiting. I want her to bring 
friends to our table for memorable family 
meals heaped with mouth-watering dishes. 

Called here
In spite of a culinary split-personality, 

my reality lies in the mediocre middle of 
these two ideals. I make an effort to be 
healthy, especially when it comes to feed-
ing my daughter, but I also cannot imagine 
life without rich, delicious foods. Some 
weeks, I am organized: I plan a meal and 
grocery list on Monday and cook faithfully 

each night, bringing my family to the table 
over healthy (if not awe-inspiring) meals. 
other weeks, everything just seems to fall 
apart. We cobble dinners together from 
leftovers, freezer meals, and yes, fast food 
drive thru’s. Sometimes I bake. And then 
proceed to eat all of it within days. And 
vow not to bake again. I am half-heartedly 
healthy and a second-rate cook, and my in-
ability to excel at something when it comes 
to food – health or cooking or both – of-
ten feels like a failure. As with so many 
areas of my life, I can’t seem to squeeze 
myself into one role and fulfill it. It hails 
back to high school, trying to figure out 
what fashion I liked, and to the first years 
of marriage, trying to identify my home 
décor style. 

In between the lines of following Christ 
are so many undefined areas: do I honour 
him by caring for my body with clean 
food? Is it God-honouring to enjoy creation 
through my taste buds and to revel in the 
fellowship that comes with good food? And 
where, in this equation, lies my responsibil-
ity toward those who have less, or none? I 
attempt to answer these questions by defin-
ing my relationship with food (a fantastic 
cook, a health nut, etc.), and yet in any one 
particularity, I come up lacking.

God hasn’t defined this thing. He has 
positioned me in a country of plenty, where 
food is a gift and a way of experiencing 
his love and loving others. He has posi-
tioned me in a place of excess, where too 
much of anything, even a good thing like 
food, causes problems like obesity and high 
blood pressure and cholesterol, and I am 
called to self-control. He has positioned 
me in an age of information, so that the 
only way to stay unaware of needs around 
the world is to try to stay unaware. And 
navigating all these variables means not 
defining myself by any one standard but 
walking right alongside Christ, every mo-
ment, as I was meant to. As in so many 
areas of life, I’d rather have rules, a clear 
mandate, a strong sense of identity. But 
then, I wouldn’t need God. 

As a high school stu-
dent, one of my first jobs 
was working in a small 
hobby electronics store on 
Yonge Street in Toronto. 
Little drawers filled with 
different electronic parts 

filled one wall: diodes, resistors, transis-
tors and chips that people could select and 
purchase. People would bring in lists of 
electronic parts that they required for a 
particular electronic project taken from 
a book or magazine and would proceed 
to browse through the array of drawers. 
The store also sold electronic kits which 
allowed people to construct things such 
as colour organs, a device which would 
flash lights in sync with a music signal. At 
one point, customers could also purchase 
computer boards and parts which allowed 
them to solder together their own digital 
computer. A repair shop in back of the store 
provided repairs to computers and other 
electronic devices.

The electronic hobbyist has had a long 
history, dating before the time of the per-
sonal computer. For decades, ham radio 
operators would build their own equip-
ment. Some were built using kits from 
companies like Heathkit. To this day, 
many ham radio operators still attend 
electronic flea markets, including a large 
annual event in Dayton called the “Dayton 
Hamvention” where thousands of hams 
flock to purchase equipment and parts. 
My own interest in electronics began with 
building electronic projects like crystal 
radios, oscillators, power supplies and 
a digital clock. I eventually earned my 
ham radio license, but only after several 
failed attempts to pass the required morse 
code receiving exam. My first shortwave 
ham radio transmitter was also a “home-
brew” contraption. It was built around a 
single vacuum tube with a coil I wound 
myself along with various surplus parts 
purchased or scrounged from old devices. 
The antenna was a so-called dipole an-
tenna: a string of copper wire strung up 
in my yard.

Maker communities
As I grew older, the culture of the elec-

tronic hobbyist seemed to fade. Comput-
ers soon became a commodity and were 
sold in big retail stores by people who had 

never held a soldering iron. And electronic 
devices were no longer user-serviceable; 
repairing a computer was reduced to swap-
ping out entire circuit boards, which were 
discarded if they no longer worked. old 
radios and TVs, which used to be a treasure 
trove of electronic parts for projects, were 
now discarded without much thought. It 
seemed that future generations would grow 
up with many electronic gadgets but with-
out the joy of building their own.

But there are signs of renewed interest in 
do-it-yourself electronics. There has been 
a re-emergence of electronics hobbyists, 
all of whom are curious and continue to 
explore and build their own devices and 
software. For instance, a computer board 
the size of a credit card called the Raspberry 
PI has become immensely popular with 
hobbyists who are using it to tinker with 
developing novel software and to control 
various devices (see raspberrypi.org). A 
new publication called Make Magazine 
is dedicated to sharing descriptions and 
instructions for building dozens of do-it-
yourself projects at home. Communities of  
“makers” are beginning to band together 
in cities to establish shared workspaces 
with a variety of equipment where they 
can collaborate and build neat stuff (for 
example, Hamilton has the ThinkHaus – 
see thinkhaus.org). New developments, 
such as relatively inexpensive 3D printers, 
enable hobbyists to manufacture a plethora 
of different novel objects they can design 
themselves.

I am glad to see the electronics hobby-
ist movement returning. I think the urge to 
create nifty electronic projects is something 
creational that we need to celebrate. I think 
this is summarized well in the words of 
the respected computer scientist, Frederick 
Brooks: “As the child delights in his mud 
pie, so the adult enjoys making things, espe-
cially things of his own design. I think this 
delight must be an image of God’s delight 
in making things, a delight shown in the 
distinctiveness and newness of each leaf 
and each snowflake” (Frederick P. Brooks, 
The Mythical Man-Month). 

Derek Schuurman teaches at Redeemer 
University College and has fond memories 

of building electronic projects as a teen-
ager. Recently, he has started playing with a 

raspberry PI.
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Cream puffs and  
kale shakes

Just for the fun of it: 
The electronics hobbyist

Food is a gift, a way of experiencing God’s love and of loving others.

New mag gives dozens of DIY project ideas.

Emily Cramer lives in Barrie, Ont. with 
her husband and daughter and teaches in 
the Liberal Arts department at Georgian 

College. She is currently rejoicing in C.S. 
Lewis’, Mere Christianity.

http://www.raspberrypi.org
http://www.thinkhaus.org/
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In learning to speak 
with each other and to un-
believers, it’s striking how 
unwilling we can be to ac-
knowledge the limitations 
of the language we’ve in-
herited. Few topics make 
Christians more squeamish 

than getting into discussions of the Bible’s 
inerrancy and infallibility, or more eager to 
prove that it is, isn’t, might be or might not 
be, along with the requisite cited passages 
about nothing added or taken away, God-
breathed, the idea that the word is truth, 
and so on.

Say, for instance, that I share that the 
possibility of error in scripture doesn’t 
bother me at all or, furthermore, that the 
scriptural language we’re used to is often, 
in fact, wrong?

How would you respond?
Christians get squeamish because this 

issue seems to point to the very purpose 
of Christianity. When faced by it, we’re 
often forced towards the absolutes, where 
a misunderstanding of salvation tends to 
live. Yes, every word is as it should be and 
must, therefore, be digested and dissemi-
nated as is, or no, the words we encounter 
in scripture are as subject to scrutiny and 
skepticism as everything else in creation.

The second option, of course, is the one 
that causes all the problems. Poke enough 
holes in scripture’s fabric and next thing 
you know there’s nothing between us and 
the storm.

But that’s just fear talking.

Speaking Christian
I’m reading Speaking Christian: Why 

Christian Words Have Lost 
Their Meaning and Power by 
Marcus J. Borg. His thesis – and 
I agree – is that much of Chris-
tianity’s language has become 
so warped that it has become 
“a stumbling block in our time.” 
God, salvation, sin, mercy, John 
3:16, righteousness, the creeds 
and the trinity and many others 
are distorted by what he calls 
“literalization” and “the heaven-
and-hell framework.”

Borg’s ideas, fascinating 
and undoubtedly controversial, 
point at larger issues: how open our lan-
guage is to honest scrutiny, and how open 
we are to acknowledging how feeble our 
attempts to understand truly are. If many 
educated Christians find the idea of ques-
tioning scripture a frightening prospect, 
many more seem frightened to keep dig-
ging, afraid that their faith might be irrepa-
rably shaken or, worse still, that the founda-
tions of Christianity are somehow at risk.

Well, our faith is nothing if it isn’t shak-
en up from time to time. And surely God’s 

promises can’t be derailed so easily.
In fact, does it not make our mandate 

all the more real and compelling to know 
that human hands – who wrote with the 
same authority that you and I can claim – 
dropped the occasional stitch? That many 
biblical – and extra-biblical – rituals and 
traditions were inarguably shifted by the re-
ligions and peoples that surrounded God’s 
chosen? That our faith is not static, even 
in the face of admitted shortcomings, and 
breathes along with us?

Past pride, past fear
I recognize that I am not ploughing 

any new roads by asking these questions, 
but when faced with probing questions by 
skeptics and the adherents of other reli-
gions, it’s rare for us to acknowledge the 
fallible nature of our efforts.

Yet admitting that history and misplaced 
intentions might have tainted our words 
surely cannot possibly diminish a message 
that’s bigger than anything we could try 
to create, right? our prophets, judges and 
apostles certainly didn’t build infallibility 
into the words they faithfully set down for 
the rest of the sheep. Do we claim that the 
words of our pastors and theologians and 
congregants, even when inspired by God, 
are inerrant? No, we don’t, nor should we. 

In fact, we might go a step further. 
Imagine bringing that dynamic message 
to a Muslim, for example, whose prophet 
for strategic reasons wrote right into the 
Qur’an that what Allah revealed to him was 
eternal and never to be changed. Imagine 
starting with humility rather than merely 
having an answer.

But we need questioning leaders too, 
ones who are willing to look beyond 

dogma and theology, open 
to changing even what is 
held closest to our hearts. 
Education might play a role, 
even through uncomfortable 
conversations that seek to 
release us from knowledge 
and embrace the wrongness 
of who we sometimes are. 
our Christian universities 
and Bible colleges are very 
good at churning out min-
istry grads that regurgitate 
rather than listen, as afraid 
as anyone right now about 

the diminishing face of our faith.
Again, though, that’s fear talking. There 

is nothing in this world of which we have to 
be afraid, and yet every time we fail to ac-
knowledge our limitations we speak from 
pride, which might be the most deceptive 
kind of fear. 

Brent and his wife Rosalee now live in the 
Westdale neighborhood of  Hamilton, Ont. 

with their first child. To find out more about 
Brent and his writing, visit brentvans.com.

In a way, Leslie McFar-
lane was like a farmer. He 
produced something very 
important and it grew and 
grew. He wasn’t paid much 
for it. Actually, farmers do 
much better.

Leslie McFarlane was 
a ghost writer.

Leslie McFarlane had a reputation 
for versatility – at various points in his 
career he was an editor at Maclean’s, a 
screenwriter, producer and director for 
the National Film Board of Canada, head 
of the TV drama script department at 
CBC and a Hollywood scriptwriter (for 
Bonanza).

Last year I thought I’d reread a few of 
the Hardy Boys books that I had loved as 
a kid. I was curious to see if I would find 
them silly or a little far-fetched now. It was 
almost 55 years ago that I, like most boys 
my age, enjoyed reading the mystery detec-
tive books about Frank and Joe Hardy and 
their stout farm 
boy chum, Chet 
Morton.

T h e  b o o k s 
are published in 
20 different lan-
guages around the 
world and more 
than 70 million 
copies have been 
sold. Their adven-
tures have been 
continuously in 
print since 1927. 
The series was an 
instant success: 
in two years, over 
115,000 books had 
been sold, and as 
of 2008 the books 
were selling over 
a million copies a 
year (the first Har-
dy Boys book, The 
Tower Treasure, 
sells 100,000 cop-
ies a year itself). 

I had some of the original books from 
my public school days – the ones with the 
brownish-grey covers. But I hadn’t seen the 
books since my boyhood years as nephews 
had borrowed them and then given them to 
their kids to read. 

I wanted to read the first few books 
in the series in particular. The first 20 
books – the original ones – all have 213 
pages. The latter books and the original 
revised ones have 180 pages. 

I located my old books – they had 
been sitting in a basement rec room near 
Carleton Place, ont. An interesting coin-
cidence: the man who wrote the first 19 
Hardy Boys books was born in Carleton 
Place, in 1902. 

Underpaid ghost
Leslie McFarlane was the first ghost 

writer of the series. He also wrote the Nan-
cy Drew books. McFarlane was one of four 
sons of the local school principal in Car-
leton Place. In 1910, the father accepted 
the principal position at the Haileybury 
school and the family moved to northern 
ontario. Young Leslie was a voracious 
reader and after graduation he took a job 
as a reporter for the Cobalt Daily Nug-
get. Soon he moved outside of Sudbury 
to a cottage on ramsay Lake to begin his 
life as a freelance writer. He was a whiz 
at typing. 

In 1926 he responded to an advertise-
ment from an American by the name of 
Edward Stratemeyer, an author and pub-
lisher of children’s books. Stratemeyer was 
looking for a good writer to ghost-write a 
new series called the Hardy Boys, under the 
name of Franklin W. Dixon. McFarlane was 
hired, but he was never to reveal to anyone 
that he wrote the books. 

The young writer 
followed the chapter 
outlines and the basic 
character sketches 
that Stratemeyer sent 
him. While the Strate-
meyer empire made 
millions of dollars on 
the books, McFarlane 
received between $80 
and $125 per book – 
$80 during the de-
pression years.

McFarlane died 
in 1977 in Whitby, a 
year after he officially 
blew the whistle on 
Franklin W. Dixon 
in his witty memoirs, 
The Ghost of the Har-

dy Boys. 
When I got some 

of my old Hardy Boys 
books back, I was disap-
pointed that The Tower 
Treasure – the most 
popular of the series – 

was not among them. At the age of 25, Les-
lie McFarlane had banged out Book one in 
a matter of weeks. 

recently, I was browsing through books 
in a thrift store and saw a Hardy Boys book 
on the bottom shelf. I picked it up to look at 
the title. There it was, The Tower Treasure! 
I read it in two evenings – a good change 
from all the agricultural stuff I read. But it’s 
worth noting, for the record: the man who 
wrote detective stories set in the fictional 
American city of Bayport was a Canadian 
living in the woods near Sudbury. 

Meindert van der Galien is a Renfrew-
area farmer and not a member of any 

political party.

Toddlers to Teens
Denise Dykstra

Christ @ Culture
Lloyd Rang

My Window Seat
Mendelt Hoekstra

Principalities
& Powers
David Koyzis

Technically Speaking
Derek Schuurman

Intangible Things
Heidi Vander Slikke

Country Living

Everyday Christian
Cathy Smith

Getting Unstuck
Arlene Van Hove

Flowers and Thistles

The Public Square
Harry Antonides

From the 11th
Province
Marian Van Til

From the Lab
Rudy Eikelboom

Words from
Wild Horses
Warkentins

Patchwork Words Our World Today
Bert Hielema

Curt Gesch

Meindert Vander Galien

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

Melissa Kuipers

Hardy Boys author wrote 
books in Sudbury

Not diminished

The urban dictionary 
defines “Christianese” 
as the language of a 
Christian sub-culture 
that only makes sense to 
other “insiders.”

The first in the series 
is still a bestseller 
today (above). Mc-
Farlane: Ghost of the 
Hardy Boys (inset).
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ODDS & TRENDS
Bye-bye, Barbie

For the fourth quarter run-
ning, sales of Mattel’s Barbie have 
plunged. Mattel is not alone; many 
toymakers, including industry giant 
hasbro, are experiencing a similar 
decrease in sales (“child’s Play,” 
the Economist). the reasons are 

multifaceted. Demographics are changing – the average 
age of first-time mothers across the globe is on the rise. 
Although older mothers tend to have more money, this shift 
has not been shown to increase profits. A bigger reason may 
lie in the fact that the “distance from womb to web is get-
ting shorter”; many toys begin online as characters in games 
and apps, and only later become toys. toys such as Barbie 
who were conceived apart from the internet era are falling 
to the wayside. America’s toy industry Association mem-
ber Adrienne Appell notes that the future of the toy industry 
rests in “transmedia storytelling.” While one solution to the 
slump in toy sales would be to focus on new demographics, 
such as the above-20 set, who make up 23 percent of the toys 
sales in Japan; and another to focus on the opposite gender, 
as Lego did in 2012 when it successfully aimed its sights on 
girls; mostly, toymakers have to adapt to the fact that toys 
have evolved to become not merely physical instruments, 
but characters in an expanding multimedia story.

Grandma’s got game
According to a recent study pub-

lished in Nature, video games can 
have a positive impact in thwart-
ing cognitive decline in the elderly. 
Wearing a cap fitted with electrodes, 
participants in a study performed by Dr. Adam Gazzaley 
of the university of california, san Francisco, showed that 
playing video games designed to use multi-tasking skills – 
such as driving a car and reading road signs – over an ex-
tended period of time in adaptive mode (the game becomes 
harder as its player improves) increased both multi-tasking 
and working memory skills in participants aged 60 to 85. the 
neurological reason behind these results is still unknown, 
though researchers believe the pre-frontal cortex, which is 
responsible for attention, is the area on which to focus.  

Katie Hoogendam

Mark Garrino (CSM)
how much oil spilled in the Gulf of Mexico after the 

2010 rig explosion, at what rate and why it took nearly 
three months to stop are key questions in a federal civil trial 
involving British oil giant BP, whose second phase began 
sept. 30 in new orleans.

the stakes involved are high: BP faces clean Water Act 
fines ranging anywhere between $2.7 billion to $18 billion.

Eleven people were killed in April 2010 when an explo-
sion sank the Deepwater horizon, a rig leased by BP and lo-
cated 50 miles off the Louisiana coast. the subsequent rush 
of oil resulted in one of the worst environmental disasters in 
u.s. history, damaging wildlife and coastal ecosystems and 
wreaking havoc on local and state economies.

how much oil continues to be in dispute. the u.s. 
Department of Justice says an estimated 4.2 million barrels, 
or 176 million gallons, spilled, while BP calculates 2.45 mil-
lion barrels, or 103 million gallons. the amount of oil spilled 
will be key in determining the penalty the company faces.

the two-part trial is designed to sort out the complex-
ities involved with the factors leading up to the explosion, as 
well as with the efforts afterward. For this phase, the defend-
ants are BP and partner Anadarko Petroleum corp., while 
the plaintiffs include two BP contractors – vessel operator 
transocean and cement supplier halliburton – and a steer-
ing committee made up of attorneys representing local 
claimants.

The first phase of the trial ended in late April and large-
ly involved the decisions leading up to the blowout. this 
second phase is expected to last a month and will examine 
decisions by BP and others in mitigating the oil flow. A deci-
sion will be rendered for the entire trial sometime after both 
phases conclude.

A planned failure?
On the first day of the trial, plaintiff attorneys said BP 

misled federal officials in early reports, saying the oil was 
flowing at a rate much less than the company’s internal es-
timates. They say that BP initially reported an oil flow of 
5,000 barrels of oil per day, but company engineers were 
estimating more than 100,000 barrels per day. Early attempts 
to plug the well, including the “top kill” – which involved 
pumping mud into the blowout preventer – failed because 
BP insisted on basing the effort on the lower estimates, they 
said.

“BP pressed ahead and falsely claimed that [top kill] was 
a slam-dunk. it failed, just as its outside consultants had pre-
dicted,” plaintiff attorney Brad Brian said.

In court filings, BP insists that the unprecedented nature 
of the disaster forced the company to try measures whose 

outcomes were impossible to predict and in-
volved a high level of risk. they also say that 
higher estimates used in company modeling ef-
forts were meant to evaluate worst-case scenar-
ios. A “capping stack” – essentially, a device that 
could be placed atop a counterpart that failed – 
was not ready for installation before the top kill 
experiment, they add.

on sept.30, BP attorney Mike Brock said the 
company “made reasonable engineering deci-
sions based on what was known along each step 
of the way. that’s not fraud. that’s not gross 
negligence.” BP spent more than $1.6 billion to 
cap the well, Mr. Brock added.

 “It defies common sense to accept that BP 
would undertake to execute a top kill procedure 
knowing that it would not work,” he said.

BP is in “a difficult position” due to evidence 
that suggests it was aware of the contradictions in 
its flow rates, says Montré Carodine, a law pro-
fessor specializing in evidence and transnational 
litigation at the university of Alabama school of 
Law in tuscaloosa.

“there seems to be evidence to suggest they 
haven’t been truthful about how much oil was 
flowing, or that they changed their story as to 
how much. their actions suggested it was much 
more than they argued, so now they seem disin-
genuous at best,” Professor carodine says.

Ordinary negligence
in January as part of criminal proceedings, 

BP pleaded guilty to 11 felony counts of miscon-
duct and negligence related to the 11 deaths, as 
well as one misdemeanor count under the clean 
Water Act and one misdemeanor count under the 
Migratory Bird treaty Act. it also pleaded guilty 
to one felony count of obstruction of congress, 
related to incorrect flow rate estimates given to 
members of Congress in the first 14 days of the 
disaster.

Moreover, the company agreed to pay a $4 
billion fine, making it the largest corporate crim-
inal penalty in u.s. history. But BP continued to 
say it was not grossly negligent, which would 
imply criminal intent. instead, the company says 
its plea was based only on ordinary negligence.

that stance implies that if u.s. District Judge carl 
Barbier, who is presiding over the civil trial, determines that 
the amount of oil spilled is more than BP’s estimates, the 
company will appeal.

“i’m not sure if we’ll ever really know exactly how much 
oil was spilled,” says carodine of the university of Alabama. 
“if the determination is more, [BP] will never concede that 
amount. if it works to their advantage, they will concede.”

A study released last week by the harte research institute 
at texas A&M university-corpus christi reports that the oil 
spill led to severe degradation of ocean floor ecosystems for 
about nine square miles of the wrecked wellhead. Additional 
damage to the seafloor life could be found for 57 square 
miles. it will probably take decades for affected species to 
recover, the report says.

BP released a statement blasting that claim, saying there 
are “no data” to support it.  

Mark Guarino is a staff writer with the christian science 
Monitor. He is based in Chicago.

Gulf oil spill: How much flowed? BP trial judge to decide

PJ Hahn, Coastal Zone Manager for Plaquemines Parish, 
examines oil along the shoreline of Bay Jimmy, which was heav-
ily impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, in Plaquemines 
Parish, La.,  Sept. 27, 2013.
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Grace CRC of 
Scarborough 

(Toronto)
50th Anniversary 

Celebration

November 10, 2013 – 10:00 am worship service 
followed by a light lunch and a special program.

All friends and former members invited.
416-293-0373 gracecrc@planeteer.com

www.gracecrc.com.

Vacation Rentals

Holiday accomodation in Holland
 with vehicle rentals, tours.  

Website: chestnutlane.nl

Two Florida Pool Homes for Rent 
3 bed, 2 bath in beautiful Cape Coral Florida. 
For pictures and reasonable rates contact Glen at 
519-863-6965 or e-mail: mgsikma@xplornet.com

Fall in Florida  and enjoy the extended Summer!  
Fort Myers, canal home for rent – 
Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013 and April 2014. 
Reasonable rates. Call Michael at 905-332-6711 to 
make arrangements.

June 22, 1937       –      August 21, 2013
       The Netherlands              Belmont, ON

Our infinitely great and gracious Lord,
in His appointed time has taken to Himself,

Jane Van Gurp (nee Helder)

Beloved wife of Harry Van Gurp of 53 years:

Loving mom, grandma, and great-grandma of:
Jannette Van Gurp  –  Aylmer, Ont.
Jake & Betty Kraayenbrink  –  Moorefield, Ont.
     Arie & Joy Kraayenbrink 
          Alyssa
     Gerrit & Rachel Kraayenbrink
          Lydia, Martha, Julia
     Evan, Carl, Anna, Ida, Jacob, Jane, Grace,
     Cornelia, Janell, Ellen
Casper & Anita Van Gurp  –  Brampton, Ont.
     Natasha, Adrianna, Lorissa
Henry & Joyce Hogeterp  –  Centreville, NS
     Roland, Kaitlyn, Jesse, Casper, Seth, Thomas,
     Abby, Samantha, Heidi, Laura
Paul & Jessica Vanden Brink  –  Dundas, Ont.
     Jonas, Abigail, Owen, Seth
James & Jennifer Van Gurp  –  Belmont, Ont.
     Luke, Emily, Thomas, Philip, Moriah

Rev. Al Korvemaker officiated the memorial ser-
vice with a meditation on Psalm 19. The service 
was held at the Bethel United Reformed Church 
of Aylmer, Ontario on August 24, 2013.

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 
proclaim the work of His hands.”

(Psalm 19:1)

Wedding Obituaries

August 26, 1923        September 18, 2013
Rotterdam, the Netherlands           Brampton, Ontario

Apolonius (Ap) de Rijcke
Peacefully went to be with his Lord in his 91st year.

Beloved husband of Nel de Rijcke (née Wielemaker) 
for 63 years.

Dear father of:  
     Izaak de Rijcke
  Lauren de Rijcke & O’Neil Ford
 Adrian de Rijcke
     Joanne & Henry Koornneef
 Diana & Derrick Bulk (Julia, Madyson, Liam)
 Karen Koornneef
 Mike & Beverly Koornneef (Henry)

Predeceased by his siblings Jacobus, Jan and 
Johanna, all of the Netherlands

A private family interment was held on Saturday, 
September 21 at Halton Hills Memorial Gardens in 
Burlington, followed by a Memorial Service in the 
Sanctuary at Holland Christian Homes in Brampton. 

In memoriam donations graciously received for the 
Foundation for Niagara & Hamilton area Christian 
Schools (FNHCS), P.O. Box 850, Smithville, ON   
L0R 2A0   All donations will be used to supplement 
worthy bursary programs.  

Correspondence:  Nel de Rijcke
                  Holland Christian Homes
  C307-7930 McLaughlin Rd. S.
  Brampton ON   L6Y 5V7

For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but 

have eternal life.  John 3:16

Willowdale CRC of Toronto, Ont. 
will be celebrating 50 years of God’s faithfulness as a 

congregation with a church 
Open House, Dinner and a Special Worship Ser-

vice being planned for the weekend of Saturday and 
Sunday 

October 19th & 20th, 2013.  
For more information on times and locations please 
see our website: www.willowdalecrc.com, or email us 
at fifty@willowdalecrc.com, or call the church office at 
416-221-7829.  

We look forward to reconnecting with our former 
members!

Birthday

Georgetown CRC, 
in Georgetown Ont.  

is seeking an 

Interim Pastor

 We are a caring and supportive congrega-
tion of more than 500 members that in-

cludes a good mix of all ages. Georgetown 
is a small suburban town (pop. 40,000) 

located on the western edge of the Greater 
Toronto Area.

The interim pastor would faithfully preach two 
services each Sunday (1 Sunday off every six 
weeks);  assist us in seeking God’s direction 
in developing a dynamic vision and a mission 
statement for our congregation;  meet regu-
larly with our church executive; and provide 
pastoral visits for urgent care. 

This is a contract position, expected to last 
from 6 months to a year.  

Interested applicants are invited to send 
a cover letter and resume to info@gcrc.

on.ca with the subject line 
“Interim Pastor”.

Seeking nominees and applicants for

Executive Director of the CRCNA
Responsible for nurturing a shared and vibrant vision for God’s mission lived 
out through the Christian Reformed Church, in close cooperation with local 

congregations, classes, and the agencies and institutions of the CRCNA.

All nominees and applicants should possess a faithful, vibrant,  
personal Reformed Christian faith marked by spiritual humility  
and moral integrity; provide visionary, servant leadership within  

the ministries, embracing risk and welcoming challenge.

He or she will inspire trust and bridge diverse perspectives,  
and empower and encourage others to do the same.

For more information visit www.crcna.org/EDsearch

Direct all inquiries to Mr. Loren Veldhuizen 
Executive Director Search Committee Chair 

veldhuizen45@gmail.com

Mass Market Floral Sales Specialist

•	 Identify and create new avenues for sales of Rosa 
Flora grown product in both US and Canadian markets.

•	 Increase customer satisfaction and our brand. 

•	 Travel to customers to enhance your understanding 
of their business needs (50%)

For 35 years we have been dedicated to customer 
satisfaction by providing superior farm fresh cut flowers 
and potted plants.

Visit us today at www.rosaflora.com 

Come Grow With Us!
Call: 905-774-0612 or 

Email: careers@rosaflora.com

Peter and Linda Tensen 
are very thankful to announce 
the upcoming marriage of their 

youngest child, son no. 3,

Jonathan Paul
to 

Kimberly Anne Schaus,
daughter of 

Brian and Margaret Schaus.  

The ceremony will take place on 
Saturday, November 2nd at 3 p.m. 
at Bethany Community Church on 
Third Street near St. Catharines.

Happy 90th Birthday

Joyce Haanstra
October 27, 2013

Congratulations to our dear Mom, 
Beppe, Grandma and Great-
grandmother.  We thank God for 
his loving care over the years!

With love from your children Effie, 
John, Martha, Liz, Jerry, Joyce, 
Harvey, Anita and Nelly along with 
their families including grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

Address:    
223-4024 Twenty-third Street

Vineland ON  L0R 2C0

Note: Family ads and job ads are also on our website at 
christiancourier.ca Click on the link on the bottom banner. 

Wondering what to get for a friend or family member 
celebrating an anniversary or birthday? Christian Courier 
is a great gift that gives all year round. You can order a 
subscription or renew online or call 1-800-969-4838.
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Paul Verhoef
As a pastor working at a pub-

lic University, I get into a pile of 
conversations concerning homo-
sexuality and the LGBT* com-
munity. One of my lesbian col-
leagues is offended when I say that 
our church distinguishes between 
sexual orientation and acting on it. 
She says I’m splitting her identity. 
Is this separation legitimate? An-
other time, a student told me that 

Christians say they “love the 
sinner and hate the sin.” But 
he wonders if our churches 
make that distinction believ-
able. He says that Christians 
seem to either include or ex-
clude – and nothing in be-
tween. And what about jus-
tice concerns? How should com-
mitted relationships between two 
people be honoured by the law, no 
matter what the couple’s gender?

With all these conversations 
at the University, I was surprised 
when I read that 14 years ago, most 

June 13 – the seventh day of 
Synod – and the discussion was 
dragging on. Should the Christian 
Reformed Church (CRC) revisit 
its 1973 position (reconfirmed in 
2002), which asserts that homosex-
ual activity is a sin but orientation 
is not? Does new scholarship on 
sexuality and psychology challenge 
the traditional viewpoint? Are our 
churches hospitable to gay Chris-
tians and open to some tension on 
these issues? With younger del-
egates calling this “the woman-in-
office issue for my generation” and 
older reps declaring that to depart 
from the current policy would force 
them to leave the CRC, it’s clear 
that Synod’s conversation was only 
part of a larger discussion – one that 
defines our time. At times it feels 
like we’re at an impasse. 

But that day at Synod, Joseph 
Bowman, an elder from Classis 
Toronto, extemporaneously ad-
dressed the floor. 

“I stand before you as a 40-year-
old, single, celibate and chaste yet 
openly gay man . . . no longer will-
ing to be silent,” he said. Twenty 
years in therapy did nothing to 
change his sexual orientation, he ex-
plained. He was excommunicated 

from another church, and thanked 
“this denomination for being af-
firming of somebody like me.” He 
was given a standing ovation.

When delegates voted, the ma-
jority agreed to appoint a study 
committee that will examine how 
to lovingly communicate (not 
re-examine) the CRC’s position 
on homosexuality. Pastors admit 
that cultural shifts have made 
the process of ministering to gay 
people more challenging. 

“I am grateful that the Synod 
of the CRC has moved ahead 
with the shepherding model for a 
study committee to engage mat-
ters of pastoral care in light of the 
changing cultural, political and 
social landscape,” says Wendy 
Gritter, member of the newly ap-
pointed study committee.   

Her focus? To be “committed to 
listening deeply to the realities in 
our local churches and to nurturing 
conversation that will enlarge our 
wisdom, discernment and loving 
response to the real people im-
pacted by the complex matters sur-
rounding our sexuality.” 

The study committee will re-
port to Synod in 2016. 

– Angela Reitsma Bick

A generation’s defining struggle

Roxanne Van Farowe
Facing a list of potential books to 

review, I was intrigued by this sum-
mary: “Crazy true story of a former 
lesbian, now Christian. She read the 
Bible. Period. That changed her.” 
The book, The Secret Thoughts of an 
Unlikely Convert: an English Profes-
sor’s Journey into Christian Faith, 
was soon on my bedside table. It was 
an insightful and fascinating read.

Rosaria Champagne Butterfield 
was a feminist English professor 
living in Syracuse, New York with 
her female partner in the late 1990s. 
She was doing research on the re-
ligious right that led her to publish 
a scathing article about Promise 
Keepers (a Christian ministry to 
men) in the local newspaper.

In response to her article, a lo-
cal pastor wrote her a letter, not 
negative or positive, just asking 
questions that challenged her 
deeply. She couldn’t bring herself 
to throw away the letter, and she 
ended up accepting his invitation 

to meet in person at his home. She 
was surprised at how much she 
had in common with the pastor 
and his wife. The most memorable 
part was his opening prayer: “not 
a pretentious prayer uttered for the 
heathen at the table to overhear,” 
but genuine; she “had never heard 
anyone pray to God as if God 
care, as if God listened, as if God 
answered.” That first dinner led to 
what became a close friendship. 
Meanwhile, Rosaria was reading 

the Bible five hours a day for her 
research work. She became more 
and more convicted that her life-
style was wrong, and finally she 
had a “train wreck conversion” that 
ripped apart her whole way of life.

The book goes on to describe 
how Rosaria dealt with the fallout of 
her conversion. She gave a lecture at 
her college that was like a coming 
out of the closet as a Christian. She 
became engaged to a man who was 

Disrupted by Christ
The insights of a postmodern professor’s conversion

Do we need conversations 
around homosexuality?

See Disrupted by Christ on page 2

See Conversations on page 6

Elder Bowman of Toronto tells Synod he’s openly gay and 
“no longer willing to be silent.” 

“Everyone must give up something to follow Jesus,” Butterfield says. 

Churches can do justice by joining local 
AIDS walks.  

KAREN HUTTENGA

Doris Rose Morrison
British War Bride

in her 92nd year at the Rapelje Lodge  
in Welland on September 12, 2012.

Beloved wife of the late Alexander Morrison (1995).

Loving mother of Linda Tensen (Peter).

Cherished grandma of Tim, Ben (Trisha) and Jonathan 
(Kim, fiancee).

Wonderful great-grandma of Alexandra and Zachary.

Contact address: 92 Elliot Road  
               Brantford ON N3T 5L5

Church Anniversaies

http://www.rosaflora.com
mailto:careers%40rosaflora.com?subject=
http://www.christiancourier.ca
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To help your family AND benefit charity,
contact CSS for professional, impartial,

and confidential advice.

1-800-267-8890 | admin@csservices.ca
www.csservices.ca

Your Will is a Testimony
of your faith and values.

Wallaceburg Bookbinding
& MFG. CO. LTD.

We Bind, Rebind and Restore 
Save money– Don't buy replacements! 

Churches: Send us one of your hymnals as a sample and we will 
rebind it at no cost. Normal price for quantities of five or more-$8.75

Personal Orders: We will bind short run editions e.g. family histo-
ries as well as rebinding and restoring personal books.
.

1-800-214-2463       FAX (519)627-6922
95 Arnold St. Wallaceburg ON  N8A 3P3           http://wbmbindery.com

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lest we forget that 
Life begins at Conception 

CRC EXTENSION 
FUND

Your funds will be invested in 
Christian Reformed Church and 

Christian school building projects 
in Canada.

Rates to Dec 31, 2013
We pay 2.75% 

on CRC deposits.
Earn approx. 3.2% 

on rrsP/rriF/tFsA 

 Write:  CRC Extension Fund
  45 Harriet St, 
              Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@
crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207    
Fax:  416-465-6367       

“...serving Christian   Reformed churches 
and Christian schools since  1970"     

De Nederlandse COURANT
North America's oldest and most published 

Dutch language paper and exclusive aftermarket
distributor of the Libelle and Margriet

magazines in its 55th year of publication.

SPECIAL NEW SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

De Nederlandse COURANT:     1 year   $15.00   (regular $33.00)
2 years $40.00  (regular $62.50)

Margriet or Libelle with De Nederlandse COURANT:
1 year  $125.00  (regular $160.00)
2 years $220.00  (regular $280.00)

Mail your info with your cheque to:
De Nederlandse COURANT

2110 Hunt Crescent, Burlington ON   L7M 2N9

"*Include this ad with your order.

Mail your name and address with your cheque to::

sudoku

sudoku Puzzle - Medium                 www.sudoku-puzzles.net

oneBODY

oneMISSION 
manyGIFTS

 

 

   

DAY OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT

Saturday, October 19, 2013
Hamilton District Chr. High, An-

caster, Ont.

Contact DMC at 1-800-730-3490 
for more information or go to 
diaconalministries.com 

and follow the DOE link.

Register today!

More than 50 workshops 
available in a wide range of 

ministries.

mailto:admin%40csservices.ca?subject=
http://www.csservices.ca
http://www.linkcharity.ca
http://www.voortman.com/
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We offer

full service & factory

warranties

712891 Middletown Line
Norwich, ON N0J 1P0

519-879-9779

www.classicalorgan.ca
info@classicalorgan.ca

The organ

that plays digitally

recorded real organ pipes,

built for homes and

churches.

Your church and
home organ specialist

Henry J. Koornneef CFP, CPCA
Executive Director

FOUNDATION for Niagara & Hamilton area Christian Schools

6488 Smithville Road
PO Box 850

Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
Phone: 905-957-8172

1-877-340-9555
www.schoolfoundation.ca

office@schoolfoundation.ca

Certified 
Financial Planner™

Maranatha hoMes, located in south Burlington near many 
amenities, is a place where christian seniors can enjoy  
independent living in community with others.

• Reasonable rent rates at $796 per month
• Newly renovated units
• Award winning architectural design
• Well maintained building and grounds
• No condo fees or utility bills

All this and more make Maranatha homes an attractive and 
affordable accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact: 
rosanne van der Woerd 

109-3260 new st. 
Burlington ON L7N 3L4
905-681-0311 Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com

Maranatha
             hoMes

Living independently in christian community

VISION to REALITY
Our vision of a Christian retirement community  
within York Region is now becoming a reality  
as our infrastructure construction commences  
later this year, Phase I breaks ground in Spring 
2014 with anticipated occupancy Spring 2015.  

Call 905 591-3491, visit our website and learn how you can 
retire to a safe, Christian residential haven for seniors. 

www.themeadowsofaurora.com
info@themeadowsofaurora.com 

905 591-3491

York Region Christian Senior Homes Inc. 

 

LONGSTAY HOLIDAYS 2014
ALGARVE, PORTUGAL       Jan.  28       1599  taxes  421
CANNES, FRANCE              Jan.  31       2395 taxes  560

Airfare , 28 nights 1 bedroom apartment  and transfers included.

Other dates available.

Also trips available to Tuscany, Spain, Texas and Arizona.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Oct 16 Leendert Kooij and the Ontario 
Christian Music Assembly (OCMA), 
Andre Knevel, Liselotte Rokyta and 
others will host a Benefit Concert, 7:30 
pm at the Hebron Christian Reformed 
Church, Whitby, Ont. For info, contact 
Rob Datema – rob@lighthousecentre.
ca or 416-535-6262.

Oct 19  Benefit Concert, 7:30 pm at the 
Georgetown Christian Reformed 
Church, Georgetown, Ont. See above 
event details.

Oct 19 Day of Encouragement Hamilton 
District Christian High, Ancaster, Ont. 
Details online at diaconalministries.com 

Oct 19-20 Willowdale CRC, Toronto, cel-
ebrating 50 yrs. See ad p. 17.

Oct 20  Dutch Service will be held in the 
Ancaster CRC at 3:00 p.m.  Rev. John 
Breedveld will be preaching.

Oct 25 Christian Festival Concert. Toronto. 
See ad for details.

Oct 31-Nov 2 Andreas Center Conference. 
Dordt College. More info at: dordt.edu/
events/conference2013/

Nov 10 Grace CRC Scarborough, Ont. 
celebrating 50 years. Former members 
and friends are invited for a celebration 
service, light lunch and program Sun-
day. See gracecrc.com for updates.

Nov 8-15  The Ambassadors Christian 
Male Chorus with special guests from 
Holland, the ‘Hi-Five’ woodwind quintet 
will be in concert.  See ad.

Nov 14 The 20th Annual Church and Char-
ity Law Seminar will be hosted by Cart-
ers Professional Corporation at Portico 
Community Church, Missisauga, Ont.  
Details online at carters.ca/pub/sem-
inar/chrchlaw/2013/brochure.htm

SPECIAL FRIENDSHIP CONCERT TOUR
Ambassadors Christian Male Chorus

Harold de Haan director
with guests from Holland

‘Hi-Five’ woodwind quintet will present

CONCERTS
Nov 8 – United Church, 137 King St, Burford, ON

Nov 9 – Knox Presb. Church, 59 Riddell St, Woodstock, ON
Nov 10 – First CRC, 181 Charlton Ave W, Hamilton, ON

Nov 12 – Holland Christian Homes, 7900 McLaughlin Rd, Brampton, ON
Nov 14 – Shalom Manor, 12 Bartlett Ave, Grimsby, ON

Nov 15 – Reformed Church, 74 Wellington St. S,  Drayton, ON
Nov 16 – Mountainview CRC, 290 Main St E, Grimsby, ON

All concerts at 7:30 pm. except First CRC
Hamilton concert is at 3 pm.

Freewill offering
Community music for enjoyment 
and Christian encouragement.

Tour & Cruise 
Alaska 

Fairbanks to Vancouver
12 Nights 

Depart 2 June 2014
Visit Fairbanks, Denali, Mt. McKinley, Anchorage, 
Whittier, Hubbard Glacier, Glacier Bay, Skagway, 
Juneau, Ketchikan 

Starting at $ 2304.62 Cad. Incl. all taxes
Limited space for this price .BOOK TODAY!

Join us for Christian Fellowship,Devotions & Singalongs
Sundays Worship service provided

Hosted by Ralph &Grace Visscher
1-800-811- 2388                gracevisscher@shaw.ca

Christian Festival Concert
Ontario Christian Music 

Assembly
Leendert Kooij, Director

Special guests include: Andre Knevel, 
Liselotte Rokyta, Beatrice Carpino, Adolfo 

De Santis, Michael Ciufo, OCMA Vocal Quartet, Toronto 
Brass Quintet

Friday, Oct. 25, 2013 7:30 p.m.
Roy Thompson Hall, Toronto
Order tickets from:
Ontario Christian Music Academy
90 Topcliff Ave
Downsview ON  M3N 1L8

Phone: 416-636-9779
Email: landmkooy@rogers.com

A variety of great Christian music, in-
spiring gospel songs, exciting choruses

Tickets:  $40  
$30  $20

Classifieds

DEADLINE Christian Courier is 
published on the second and forth 
Mondays of the month. Deadline for 
each issue is 13 days prior to publica-
tion date.
RATES: All personal and family an-
nouncements: $6.00 per square inch. 
Display advertising re. businesses and 

organizations: $8.00 per square inch. 
SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
 e-mail – 
admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail: 2 Aiken St.          
St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8
See website for more information:

christiancourier.ca

http://www.classicalorgan.ca
http://www.schoolfoundation.ca
mailto:office%40schoolfoundation.ca?subject=
mailto:rvanderwoerd%40gmail.com?subject=Maranathan%20Home
http://www.gracecrc.com
http://www.carters.ca/pub/seminar/chrchlaw/2013/brochure.htm
http://www.carters.ca/pub/seminar/chrchlaw/2013/brochure.htm
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VOTED NO. 1 DIAMOND WINNER
Christian Community 

55 Plus Premium Living 

At Evergreen Terrace, you are able to protect your investment 
and preserve your equity in retirement years. Evergreen Terrace 
is sponsored by a non-profi t organization which makes all the 
diff erence in off ering you a better option for the second half of life.
  
Call Today and Discover Life is Better at Evergreen Terrace!

 Niagara’s Leading Christian Lifestyle Community
275 Main Street East • Grimsby • 905-309-7888

www.evergreenterrace.ca

just knowing that we have a complete 
campus of housing and services at our 

doorstep, is our peace of mind
J.N.D. Evergreen Terrace Resident

Dordt College Press

A collection of readings
on the life, work, and legacy

of Abraham Kuyper
Vincent Bacote
Steve Bishop
James D. Bratt
Robert S. Covolo
Herman Dooyeweerd
Edward E. Ericson, Jr.
CChris Gousmett
George Harinck
Roger D. Henderson
Peter S. Heslam
Jacob Klapwijk
Catherine M. E. Kuyper
McKendree R. Langley
TTimothy I. McConnel
James Edward McGoldrick
Clarence Menninga
Timothy P. Palmer
Del Ratzsch
Timothy Sherratt
James Skillen
DDaniël F. M. Strauss
Hillie J. van de Streek
Harry Van Dyke
Mary Stewart Van Leeuwen
Cornelius P. Venema
D. H. . Vollenhoven
Michael R. Wagenman
SS. U. Zuidema

 $36.00 paperback      494 pages      ISBN: 978-0-932914-96-5
 Available also  om all major on-line booksellers

31 chapters. 28 authors. 4 new entries.

in attendance were (back row, l to r) Marian Van til, Peter schuurman, 
Brian Bork and Bert Witvoet; (front row, l to r) rachel Baarda, Angela 
reitsma Bick and cathy smith. 

on sept. 19, seven members of CC's editorial team met in hamilton to 
review past issues, sharpen our vision and dream of where God might 
take this paper next.


