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DR. JOHN HIEMSTRA: The NEB 
has said it’s fine to go ahead, 
based on the marine review of the 
tankers and sea life. Killer whales 
– that can all be handled. The sec-
ond angle that the court brought 
forward is the need for discus-
sion with First Nations – in a le-
gal, consultation manner, which 
didn’t actually happen properly 
in the first NEB review. So now 
that’s being re-done, overseen 
by a Supreme Court judge. Dif-
ferent sectors of the Indigenous 
communities do not agree with 
each other. [But] my guess is the 

ON JUNE 18 THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL ANNOUNCE A FINAL 
decision on the future of the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion 
(TMX), a project which will triple the flow of oil travelling 1,150 
kilometres by pipe from Alberta’s oil patch to tankers on B.C.’s coast. 
While the Supreme Court ruled last summer that more consultation 
with Indigenous groups and better marine-related assessments were 
needed, the National Energy Board (NEB) approved the pipeline again 
in February, along with 16 recommendations to protect marine life, 
further paving the way for the project to go ahead.  

Christian Courier’s Editor spoke with Kings’ University professor 
Dr. John Hiemstra of Edmonton to find out more about the $7.4-bil-
lion pipeline expansion and our insatiable appetite for oil. Hiemstra 
teaches Political Studies and has been researching and teaching about 
Alberta’s oil sands industry for over 10 years.

CHRISTIAN COURIER:  What ruling do you expect to hear in June? 

A SENSE OF ABUNDANCE en-
folds Sunrise Farm in east central 
Alberta, the fruit of 20 years of 
working in harmony with cre-
ation. Since shifting to holistic 
management and certifying as 
organic, Don and Marie Ruzicka 
have created a “7-11 conven-
ience store” for a growing divers-
ity of species by adding thou-
sands of trees and berry bushes 
and keeping their grass-fed cows, 
pigs and chickens away from 
wetlands and stream banks. They 
have welcomed researchers, stu-
dents and customers for tours and 
studies and meals. Even the hog 
shelters move around each day to 
keep occupants happy and avoid 
undue stress on the land. 

Now the farm is about to under-
go a huge shift as the Ruzickas 
contemplate retirement. Their 
children are busy in other careers, 
so the farm will pass out of the 
family after 100 years. Know-
ing how easily the land could 
be swallowed up by a larger, 
less environmentally conscious 

enterprise, the couple sought 
to put some of their 600 acres 
into a land trust. But no existing 
trust had capacity or mandate to 
take them on. Undeterred, Don 
persuaded the nearby town of 
County of Flagstaff, which had 
partnered with Sunrise Farm in 
tree-planting and other ventures, 
to form a trust and help steward 
their land. 

Discovering that the value of 
the farm would drop dramatic-
ally if much of it was monitored 
by a trust, the Ruzickas limited 
the trust to 45 acres of shelter 
belt, wetlands and watersides 
and searched for a buyer who 
would carefully steward the en-
tire farm. Several young agrar-
ians expressed interest but lacked 
the finances and/or skill to follow 
through. Conventional farmers 
could not promise to keep the 
farm’s 250 acres of tree-studded 
native prairie free from overgraz-
ing. The Ruzickas feared for the 
future of the oasis they had pains-
takingly created.

TRANS MOUNTAIN DIET
Canada needs normative de-growth, not more pipelines.  |  Angela Reitsma Bick

PRAIRIE DREAMERS
New co-op project at Sunrise Farm a template for 
farmland transitions.  |  Cheryl Mahaffy

Continued on page 2

Theme Issue: Western Canada

On May 6, the ‘Sunrise Dreamers’ met – as they do every Monday – to plan the model for 
sale of the farm to the co-operative. 
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DREAMERS CONTINUED

COOPERATIVE WORK
Then Raj Rathnavalu came berry 
picking and, over one of Marie’s 
fine meals, asked who was buy-
ing the farm. “You are,” Don 
replied. That invitation planted 
a seed that is germinating new 
hope for continuing abundance at 
Sunrise Farm. 

Rathnavalu initially visited the 
farm as coordinator of Spirit of 
the Land, a course at Augustana 
University in Camrose, Alberta 
that takes students (including 
community members) outside the 
classroom to wrestle with what 
he terms “the underlying spirit-
ual and cultural foundations that 
lead us to engage in practices that 
produce results nobody wants.” 

Sunrise Farm is a regular destina-
tion. “Having living examples of 
people like Don and Marie who 
really ask those deeper questions 
and try to shape their daily lives 
accordingly provides the best 
models for the class,” he says. 

Spirit of the Land has already 
spawned Newo Global Energy 
(newo.energy), a social enter-
prise with Rathnavalu as co-
founder and president. Taking 
over Sunrise Farm, he says, is a 
perfect next step – a chance to 
extract the farm from an escal-
ating property market that “puts 
a lot of pressure on the land to 
maximize production.” But with 
an already full plate that also 
includes post-graduate studies, 
Rathnavalu couldn’t tackle the 
transition alone. 

Thankfully, kindred spirits 
emerged. A cooperative that had 
hoped to launch a similar project 
near Sunrise Farm offered its en-
tire structure, plus some board 
members, to this new enterprise. 
Others came aboard, and a major 
rancher assured them the capital 
they need sits in the hands of the 
thousands of farmers across the 
prairies who are retiring, selling 
their land and seeking to invest 

the proceeds. A potential manager surfaced, one of the many would-
be-farmers who cannot find affordable land to fulfill their calling. A 
filmmaker created an evocative video (“Prairie Dreaming Pitch” on 
YouTube) championing the group’s plans to “preserve both the land 
and the way it has been consciously stewarded.” 

The Sunrise Farm Cooperative Project now meets weekly, with the 
goal of creating a model for stewarding Sunrise Farm that could serve 
as a template for other land transitions as well. The energy is growing, 
and the timing is critical: half of Canada’s farmland is due to change 
hands in the next decade, according to Food Secure Canada. “The 
prairies will go through a transition,” says Rathnavalu, who chairs the 
group, “and as it stands now, it seems the larger operations are the only 
ones that can afford the farms.”

Reopening the door to more 
small farms offers hope not only 
for would-be farmers and the land 
they tend, but for surrounding 
communities, which are losing 
schools, doctors, churches and 
other essential services as farms 
consolidate. It also provides 
opportunity for reconciliation, 
says Rathnavalu, whose grand-
father was Cree. “Ultimately this 
land is treaty land, and the treat-
ies were seen as sharing of gifts. 
What does it mean to be treaty 
peoples and honour the gifts of 
the land? We want to step out of 
this speculative cycle and begin 
to nurture an economy related to 
gifts and sharing and notions of 
enough and more than enough.”

As the Ruzickas can attest, 
sharing the land with an expand-
ing array of life invites abun-
dance far more satisfying than 
tools and toys. “We have re-
defined wealth as caring for the 
ecosystem,” Don says. “And we 
are really blessed.”  

Half of Canada’s farmland is due to 
change hands in the next decade.

Raj Rathnavalu.

Don Ruzicka moving water tank to the next grazing paddock.

Cheryl Mahaffy

Cheryl is an Edmonton-based 
freelance writer who wor-
ships at Fellowship Christian 
Reformed Church.
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MOUNTAIN CONTINUED

Angela Reitsma Bick

Angela has been Editor of 
Christian Courier since 2009. 
She lives in Newcastle, Ont.

government will find a way to go 
ahead with it. 

CC: How are different First Na-
tions groups responding?  
HIEMSTRA: The Indigenous lead-
ership running the reserve gov-
ernments set up by the Indian Act 
need more resources; they have 
very little territory and resources 
and want to make deals that will 
bring some economic activity. 
Then other elements of the com-

munity say that, “in our overall 
traditional view, we don’t accept 
[pipelines] at all,” so there’s a di-
vision between those groups. The 
same thing is happening with the 
natural gas pipeline in Northern 
B.C. 

In the Indigenous communi-
ties at the oil sands development, 
one large group is not happy with 
developments; and then anoth-
er large group is not happy but 
they will participate – they have 
companies; they work in the oil 
sands; they’ve got hundreds of 
millions of dollars of investments. 
The Mikisew Cree, the Athabas-
ca Chipewyan – they have large 
companies running oil sands op-
erations. They’re willing to in-
vest in the pipeline. Their own 
people say, “But we really don’t 
want to!”  Athabasca Chipewyan 
Chief Adams said he’s deeply torn 
by colonialism himself; he says, 
“We don’t have any choice; we’ve 
been pushed into the corner.” 

Meanwhile, the oil sands devel-
opers say, “See? We hire Indig-
enous people.” But they’re also 
destroying their land in violation 
of Treaties.

CC: Pipeline supporters in the 
United We Roll convoy from 
Alberta were “nervous to enter 
Ontario,” or so I read. Is there 
that much division between 

provinces?
HIEMSTRA: I don’t think the major divisions are territorial. Though the 
Alberta government is pushing for and many Albertans are in favour 
of building the TMX pipeline, there are still many here who are am-
bivalent or oppose it. It doesn’t start at the Ontario border. They were 
probably referring to the overall climate of opinion: a long-standing 
tradition of Alberta’s Western alienation, going all the way back to the 
founding of the province in 1905 and even earlier. The federal govern-
ment had a colonial attitude towards the Western provinces; they hung 
onto the constitutional right to develop resources for Alberta and Sas-
katchewan – they didn’t give the province the right to control its own 
resources until 1933. And those sorts of things lag in the memory of the 
West, as well as the National Energy Program – you’re fiddling with our 
resource development – that kind of antagonism comes into play with 
comments about entering Central Canada, the East.

CC: Has the current federal government done any better?
HIEMSTRA: We tend to frame this debate as one between three or four 
policy proposals: 1) We should build the pipeline; 2) Alberta should 
get a fair return on public resources; 3) We should reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

The Trudeau government and the [provincial] Notley government 
have followed the great Canadian tradition of pragmatism, and said, 
“Let’s find the middle way; let’s balance these good things.” We’ve 
tried to have a win/win/win situation. Alberta gets to sell more oil; the 
pipeline gets built; and we get more protection for the environment by 
having a carbon tax. And everybody’s happy! Sort of happy. 

My argument is that this is not done normatively. This pragmatist way 
of finding solutions ends up creating a new problem. It makes one of 
the problems far worse rather than better – Yes, Alberta sells more oil; 
people get to build the pipeline, but greenhouse gas emissions actually 
get worse rather than better with the Climate Change Act. 

What Notley has done with her 100-megaton cap on oil sands devel-
opment has increased output. Production in 2014 was 65.6 megatons, 
which means it’s going up. The legislation is actually for 110+ with 
some exceptions, which means we can increase greenhouse gases by 52 
percent in the future from where they are now. This is opposite to what 
we agreed to in the Paris Agreement. The compromise gives a yes, yes 
to the first two, but on climate change it actually makes it worse. It’s 
pictured as a real step forward by Trudeau and Notley, but it’s actually 
worse.

They argue that the rest of the Canadian economy will be able to 
shrink their emissions enough to meet the slack of what Alberta is pro-
ducing, but if you look at an expansion scenario, “the rest of Canada’s 
economy needs to shrink 48 percent of its emissions by 2030 to meet 
the Paris targets – an unlikely prospect barring economic collapse,” ac-

cording to [earth scientist] David 
Hughes. 

CC: What does the oil sands in-
dustry say about us as humans? 
HIEMSTRA: You see an obsession 
with economic growth, science 
and technology as solutions for 
all of our problems accompanied 
by promises to make us happy. So 
in a sense these instruments are 
idols. We believe we can move 
ahead and do as we wish and all 
things will turn out well. But that’s 
fundamentally anti-Christian, 
anti-normative. It’s not the way 
God intends the world to work. 
We reduce the world to an ends/
means form of decision making 
in our economic and ecological 
interests, that ends up not working 
because it’s not a realistic picture 
of how creation really works.

Christians can be a liberating 
influence in this debate by draw-
ing attention to these problems 
and saying we need to think in 
different, more normative terms. 
We need to come to grips with the 
ways we’ve seen human capacity 
as idolatrous. A more humble ap-
proach can put this into a better 
perspective. 

Instead of asking, “Should 
we build more pipelines?” ask, 
“How much energy do we need?” 
“What are fair, equitable, just and 
sustainable ways of moving for-
ward?”

We can’t just let the market or 
democracy mechanically deter-
mine the outcome; we need to 
take direct responsibility as im-
age-bearers of God.  

CC: Does anyone offer an alter-
native to this mechanistic mod-
el?
HIEMSTRA: A lot of environmen-
tal groups are not fundamentally 
critical of the dominant mecha-
nistic model. 

None of the mainstream parties 
are offering a radical vision that 
goes to the root of the problem, 
although the Greens are some-
what better. 

If we really want to get out of 
the dilemma that our civilisation 
has pushed us into, we need to 
find ways to fundamentally re-
orient ourselves and society. We 
can’t any longer vote in political 
leaders who lack a sense that this 
deep kind of change is necessary. 

Our dilemma is deepened be-
cause there’s really no way we can 
live our current lifestyle and still 

go off fossil fuels to the degree 
necessary to slow climate change. 
Alternative energies cannot sup-
port our current consumption; we 
have to downsize. That doesn’t 
mean going backwards; we have 
a lot of technology that can de-
velop new ways of being “more 
simple,” but without becoming 
more simple, it can’t be done. 
Nobody wants to consider that 
option – that ongoing economic 
growth is not possible anymore. 
We need some levels of normative 
de-growth. People can have a lot 
less and still be happy – be happi-
er, even.  How can we move to an 
ecologically sustainable lifestyle, 
in ways that are more socially 
and economically just? We have 
many great examples of people 
changing personal lifestyles, but 
we need a larger societal approach 
too, and that’s not happening. 
None of the political parties dare 
to tackle this; they all preach con-
tinued economic growth.

CC: How can Christians speak 
hope into the pipeline debate?
HIEMSTRA: As Reformed Chris-
tians, we say we live in covenantal 
response to God; there’s a sense 
of blessing and judgment built in. 
We can fundamentally re-orient 
our lives and economy; in fact, 
there are thousands of alterna-
tives; we’re not locked in. God 
does not run the creation as a 
mechanism, but loves it into being 
each moment. But will we grab 
hold of God’s hand, and pull in 
faith? On that level, I don’t know. 
I hope and pray we do. 

Alternative energies cannot 
support our current consumption; 

we have to downsize.

Kings’ University political studies 
professor Dr. John Hiemstra.
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ONE DAY IN 1941 THE POET EARLE BIRNEY WAS MOUNTAIN climbing 
outside Vancouver. Arriving at the summit just after nightfall, Birney 
surveyed the city below and fearfully watched the lights go off until 
it was completely dark. What he saw was the first of many wartime 
blackouts, but Birney described the experience as being like “witness-
ing the end of the world from the point of view of God in Heaven.”

Birney captured this sensation in a poem called “Vancouver Lights,” 
which uses the familiar imagery of light versus darkness to signify the 
best human efforts and accomplishments as “a spark beleaguered / 
by darkness   this twinkle we make in a corner of emptiness” against 
the backdrop of an expansive, indifferent universe. Very much a war 
poem and an implicit response to Sir Winston Churchill’s 1938 “lights 
going out” speech, “Vancouver Lights” celebrates human agency as 
the source of goodness and light. But also, somewhat surprisingly, 
Birney celebrates the power of human agency to extinguish: “These 
rays were ours / we made and unmade them . . . we contrived the pow-
er   the blast that snuffed us.” In the framework of the poem we are 
little more than “glowworms” against a backdrop of utter and uncar-
ing darkness, but even if “none shall weave again in gossamer” we are 
invited to take solace in the fact that because of our agency to create 
and destroy at one point “there was light.”  

GATHERING DARKNESS
I don’t want to be overly dramatic about this, but it sometimes feels 
like we are living in a “Vancouver Lights” moment when, once again, 
darkness seems to be threatening the beleaguered light. Faced with big 
intractable problems such as climate change, food and water sustain-
ability, clean energy production, radical inequality, growing intoler-
ance and social instability, and epidemic levels of depression, anxiety 
and hopelessness, we are increasingly dividing into intractable social 
and political factions rather than uniting to find solutions. As in Bir-
ney’s poem, we are contriving “the blast that snuffed us” through the 
entwined idolatries of acquisitiveness, selfishness, tribalism and tech-
nological progress. 

One of the most upsetting aspects of the gathering socio-cultural-en-
vironmental darkness is that the North American church, broadly and 
collectively, seems either unwilling or incapable to help shore up the 
light. In some cases, we are actively helping to extinguish it. I know 
this statement will do more to divide than unite, but it needs to be not-
ed that the widespread support of American Evangelicals for Donald 
Trump – a man who has bragged publicly about sexually assaulting 

‘VANCOUVER LIGHTS’ women and whose administration 
has separated migrant children 
from their parents and actually 
imprisoned them in cages – is a 
meaningful part of the gathering 
darkness. At least in my experi-
ence, this is the single greatest 
barrier to evangelism in our time. 

I work with a lot of smart, caring, 
empathetic, compassionate and 
generous non-believers, and they 
want nothing to do with a faith 
that claims to be about love, mer-
cy and grace but whose adherents 
support and prop up politicians 
and policies that blatantly con-
tradicts these values. This is an 
oversimplification, of course, but 

this is how most of my colleagues 
see it – in their eyes the church 
is at best irrelevant and at worst 
downright evil. There is enough 
evidence to support this position 
that Stephen Mattson, a Christian 
writing in Sojourners, made a 
substantial argument that “main-
stream Christianity in America 
has failed. It looks nothing like 
Jesus.”  

HOPE AND LIGHT
While the current realities seem 
grim and intractable, none of this 
should be cause for despair. We 
are not the first generation to face 
instability or require renewal, 
and barring the second coming 
of our Lord we will probably not 
be the last. (Before Churchill, the 
British Foreign Secretary Sir Ed-
ward Grey remarked on the eve 

of World War I that “the lamps 
are going out all over Europe, 
we shall not see them lit again in 
our life-time”). Indeed, Birney’s 
reminder that “there was light” 
served as an inspiration for at 
least some of his contemporaries. 
Birney read “Vancouver Lights” 
at a Christmas party in 1941 with 
people like Northrop Frye, E.J. 
Pratt and A.J.M. Smith in atten-
dance (a veritable who’s who of 
CanLit at the time), and Frye – a 
non-evangelical Christian – later 
recounted that the closing lines 
gave him hope in the darkest 
hours of World War II when he 
was tempted to despair.

While I also find the closing 
assertion of “Vancouver Lights” 
to be hopeful and even a bit in-
spiring, I don’t take comfort in 
its celebration of human agency 
to create and destroy light. If in-
deed we are to be glow-worms 
weaving in transitory gossamer, 
we can only be so by the grace 
of our Lord. And if our dim lights 
are to have any meaning, they 
must reflect and radiate his glory 
so that others can clearly see “the 
excellencies of him who called 
you out of darkness into His mar-
vellous light” (1 Pet. 2:9). This 
must be the future of the church: 
to repent of our failures, hypoc-
risies, inadequacies and idleness, 

and to prayerfully go about the 
work of remaking and recommit-
ting ourselves to reflect the light 
of Christ. If we do this, larger so-
cial, cultural and political chang-
es will ensue and the church will 
become relevant again, not be-
cause we have compromised our 
principles but because we have 
rediscovered them. Eugene Pe-
terson’s paraphrase of Ephesians 
5:9 in The Message sums this up 
beautifully: “You groped your 
way through that murk once, but 
no longer. You’re out in the open 
now. The bright light of Christ 
makes your way plain. So no 
more stumbling around. Get on 
with it! The good, the right, the 
true – these are the actions appro-
priate for daylight hours. Figure 
out what will please Christ, and 
then do it.”  

Michael Buma |  mike@christiancourier.ca 

Michael is a CC Contributing Editor.

If our dim lights are to have any 
meaning, they must reflect and radiate 

God’s glory.
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WHEN YOU LIVE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA or Alber-
ta, you think of Toronto and Ottawa as “East.” 
When you live in Ontario, you know that “east” 
means your cuff gets wet in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Reverend Joel Ringma is the pastor in Terrace, 
the most western Christian Reformed congrega-
tion in Canada. His sermons are thoughtful and 
lively, and though he is over 40, he still regularly 
preaches in shorts and sandals. And still the se-
niors in the congregation love him. 

In contrast, at my in-law’s congregation in 
southwestern Ontario, the seniors still whisper 

about the day the pastor preached in a bright or-
ange shirt: “He’s never done that again!” they 
say with satisfaction. 

Is there a difference between Reformed believ-
ers in western and eastern Canada?

Perhaps it is which elements of the surrounding 
culture are more likely to be seen as dangerous? 

What do you think? Send your thoughts on 
the similarities or differences you see between 
provinces in Canada to our new guest editor from 
Victoria, B.C., at editor@christiancourier.ca. 

‘SHOULD WE INVEST AT ALL?’
You’ve touched upon the subject 
of investment recently. I pub-
lished a book on this subject back 
in 1992 – Caught in the Mid-
dle: Christians in Transnational 
Corporations, published by the 
Institute of Church & Society in 
Jos, Nigeria. It might whet your 
appetite to know that it contains 
a full chapter on the investment 
practices of Christian Reformed 
Church organizations and mem-
bers at that time. It asks ques-
tions such as these: How are my 
dividends earned? Who are the 
workers who created this divi-
dend? Under what conditions did 
they create this dividend? Do the 
products build up or pull down? 
What is my responsibility when 
I invest? What is the connection 
between my investments and my 
God-given mission? May profits 
be our prior motive? Can you 
imagine free enterprise without 
profit as the bottom line?

It was published nearly 30 
years ago, but the same questions 
are still current.

The book is available as a free 
e-book at SocialTheology.com/
boeriana.htm.

John H. Boer
Vancouver, B.C.

CC IN THE UK
I ran into a couple of Christian 
Courier readers in church over 
Easter. Two retired sisters – one 
Christian Reformed and one Pres-
byterian – visiting Wales to catch 
up with their brother and do some 

long-distance walking. You never 
quite know who is going to come 
through the door on a Sunday!

Katie Munnik, CC columnist
Cardiff, Wales

SAFE WATER FOR ALL
Lisa Van Engen, in her article, 
“Water of Life” (March 25), di-
rected us to explore non-profit 
organizations committed to clean 
water access. We are happy to 
share the work of the Marion 
Medical Mission (MMM), led 
by Tom and Jocelyn Logan, who 
are members of our congregation 
here in southern Illinois. MMM is 
at work in Malawi, Tanzania and 
Zambia. “In 2018, 3,015 wells 
were built, providing an estimat-
ed 370,845 of the extreme poor 
with a sustainable source of safe 
drinking water.” Each well costs 
$450 to build. For more infor-
mation, check out the website: 
mmmwater.org.

Susan and John Van Dyk
Marion, Ill.

LIFE-GIVING WATER
Two guys from our church – Beth-
lehem CRC – started a charitable 
organization called Lifewater. It’s 
an NGO that provides safe, clean 
water by drilling wells that are 
self-sustaining to manage. Their 
efforts have focused mainly on 
Haiti and Liberia. It’s become an 
international agency and amaz-
ing work has been accomplished. 
Check out lifewater.ca. 

Sharon Jaspers
Thunder Bay, Ont.

GUEST EDITOR FROM VICTORIA, B.C., STARTING NEXT 
MONTH
THE BOARD OF REFORMED FAITH WITNESS HAS GENEROUSLY 
agreed to give Angela Reitsma Bick a two-month sabbatical this 
summer, linked to her milestone of 10 years as Editor of Christian 
Courier. Angela is grateful for this opportunity to step away from the 
production schedule, spend time with family and replenish her soul in 
God’s good creation. 

Meanwhile, she is absolutely delighted to introduce Guest Editor 
Meghan Kort – a writer you may recall from her contributions last 
year on Reformation-era women and common-sense evangelism. She 
will begin officially on May 22, though she’s already been planning 
June and July content for more than three months! Please join us in 
welcoming Meghan to CC’s staff!

‘HOUSESITTING FOR A DEAR FAMILY FRIEND’: 
MEET MEGHAN KORT!
“I WAS IN PRE-LABOUR WHEN I RECEIVED AN EMAIL TITLED ‘GUEST 
editor position at CC in May.’ My water almost broke with excite-
ment. What a joy to be given the double gift of time with my son and a 
project to keep my mind engaged with the world of Christian writing! 

As Angela steps away for a well-earned sabbatical, I am honoured 
to take up the work of editing the next three issues. I am looking for-

Guest Editor Meghan Kort and family 
at Fisgard Lighthouse, a National Historic Site in Victoria, B.C.

ward to supporting our writers as 
they faithfully ask us to consider 
not only current issues, but also 
‘what does the Lord require of 
you?’ in response. Since the CC 
shaped my early childhood love 
for journalism, I feel as though I 
am housesitting for a dear family 
friend. But before you’re ready 
to hand over the keys, you may 
want to know a bit more about 
me.

I grew up in Smithers, B.C., 
where I loved listening to CBC as 
I worked in my dad’s greenhouse. 
My writing skills were cultivated 
under my mom’s dedicated edito-
rial eye and later under my hus-
band’s ceaseless cheerleading. A 
couple of years ago, I completed 
my MA in church history at UVic 
and finally put real wind in my 
writing sails as the Communica-

tions Coordinator for SALTS, a tall ship sailing Christian non-profit. 
My reformed upbringing gives me a sense of awe for the unfolding of 
God’s calling in my life and a curiosity for this next new adventure. 

Thank you for entrusting our beloved CC to me! I hope to hear from 
you at editor@christiancourier.ca.” 

FROM SEA TO SEA
Are there significant differences between Western and Eastern 
Canada? | Virginia Lettinga 

Detail from a pillowcase made by subscriber Elna Siebring from Halifax, N.S., for the Editor.
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FOR STEVEN MEIJA, STAYING 
home while his siblings went to 
school was part of normal life. 
But when his family learned 
about Resonate Global Mission 
partner Tesoros de Dios, Steven’s 

normal life began to change. 
Steven comes from a low-in-

come family in the heart of Ma-
nagua, Nicaragua. Born with 
Down’s Syndrome, his life had 
always been especially limited. 

A LIFE TRANSFORMED 
THROUGH CARPENTRY

As his siblings ran past him to 
go to school each morning, Ste-
ven was left wondering when he 
would have the same freedom. 
“He would always say, ‘Mom, 
when can I go to school?’” said 
Evelia, Steven’s mom.

But one day, his dad, a taxi 
driver, dropped someone off at 
Tesoros de Dios. “He called me 
right away,” said Evelia. “A few 
days later, he brought Steven and 
me to visit.”

Tesoros de Dios, where Reson-
ate missionaries serve, provides 
therapy and services to young 
people with disabilities and their 
families. One of the only facili-
ties of its kind in Nicaragua, 
there is often a waitlist for their 
programs. After four months, 
Tesoros de Dios finally had room 
for Steven.

“We work with his mom and 
family to do more with him,” 
said program manager Wendy 
Gómez. Once a week, Steven 
spends all day at Tesoros de Dios, 
learning carpentry.

Steven is still learning, but he 
has already become a role mod-
el in his community. “He made a 
set of furniture for the teachers,” 

Elyse Bax, Resonate Global Mission

days on his feet tending livestock. 
“In between his busy sched-

ule, Opung takes time to listen to 
the radio,” says BTGMI’s Indo-
nesian ministry team. “His life 
is more colourful because every 
day he can hear the Word of God 
from his radio.”

RELATIONSHIPS ARE KEY
BTGMI’s audio programs cur-
rently air on more than 1,700 dif-
ferent radio stations around the 
world, about 700 of which are 
Spanish-language stations. Many 
of these stations air the ministry 
programs without charging their 
standard broadcast fees because 

THIS DECEMBER WILL MARK 80 YEARS SINCE BACK TO GOD Minis-
tries International’s (BTGMI) first weekly radio program broadcast 
across the airwaves. 

Times have changed since that first broadcast. People still listen 
to radios, but more and more often in Canada, we get our news and 
entertainment via mobile devices, social media, and the Internet. 
That’s why much of BTGMI’s ministry in Canada has switched to 
Internet-based programming. The same is true for many of BTGMI’s 
non-English programs around the world. 

Still, radio is not dead. Just ask Prakash, Opung and Maria, who live 
in three parts of the world where BTGMI’s audio programs are still 
the most popular way to reach people with today’s media. 

CLINGING TO THE LIGHT
Prakash lives in a remote village in India. One day, while struggling 
with the burdens in his life, he turned on his radio and heard a Chris-
tian song in his own language. The next day, he listened to BTGMI’s 
Hindi ministry broadcast and heard the name Jesus. 

Day after day, he listened to the ministry’s broadcast. Now, even 
though he has faced pressure from non-believers in his community, 
Prakash has peace and trusts in Jesus.

 “I don’t say that there won’t be problems in life once you begin to 
believe in Jesus, but you will have peace and strength to go through 
challenges,” Prakash told BTGMI’s Hindi ministry team.

AN OUTSIDE CONNECTION
Opung lives in North Sumatra, Indonesia. His radio is his main con-
nection to the world outside his village. As a farmer, he spends his 

RADIO IS NOT DEAD
Brian Clark, Back to God Ministries International

of long-established relationships 
and training that BTGMI’s Span-
ish ministry team offers to radio 
staff. These cost savings mean 
more people like Maria, who 
lives in Costa Rica, can hear 
God’s Word from Back to God 
Ministries and the Christian Re-
formed Church. 

“Thanks for your radio pro-
gram that teaches the truth com-
ing from the Bible in a practical 
way that I can apply in my life,” 
Maria shared.

said Wendy. “Other kids see what he can do and they want to do it 
too.”

For parents and caregivers, Tesoros de Dios provides a support sys-
tem. “I have grown closer to God,” said Steven’s mom. “In the after-
noons, all of the moms gather to pray for their sons together.” 

The Meija family said they’re grateful for Tesoros de Dios. “My 
relationship with Steven is better,” said Evelia. “He has learned to 
do so many things independently. Tesoros de Dios has helped Steven 
grow in many ways and we are very grateful.” 

Resonate partners with organizations like Tesoros de Dios so all 
people can experience God’s life-transforming love. Please pray that 
Steven would continue to grow and serve his community and that he 
would be seen for who God has created him to be and not just for his 
disability.  

Steven Meija learns carpentry at Resonate Global Mission partner Tesoros de Dios.
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Smithers,” Lexa said, “and I’m 
only learning about Indiantown 
now in grade 12.”

‘LET’S DO SOMETHING’
The class was soon brainstorming 
ways they could “do something” 
with this new awareness. They 
decided that a public monument 
would help others in the com-
munity learn about Indiantown, 
so they started drafting a few 
designs. After calling Mayor 
Taylor Bachrach, students soon 
found themselves in our Town 
Chamber in front of the Shared 
Histories committee pitching 
and defending their proposals 
for a public Indiantown monu-
ment. Several members of this 
committee were once displaced 
residents of Indiantown, so their 
involvement and feedback were 
especially meaningful for BVCS 
students. 

“I was honoured to be able to 
present our idea of a monument 
to the committee,” Joe, a grade 
12 student, said. “I’m happy I 

can be a part of the reconciliation 
process.” 

“To play a part in righting the 
past wrongs that occurred here in 
our town was a deep privilege for 
me,” a student named Abbi said. 

As a follow up to these pres-
entations, students wrote formal 
letters to Smithers Town Council 
respectfully requesting that as 
an act of reconciliation, a public 
monument be established within 
Smithers dedicated to the people 
and history of Indiantown. Per-
haps by God’s grace, one day 
there will be a monument dedi-
cated to bringing out into the 
open what was for too long bur-
ied in silence, so that moving for-
ward no one will be able to say, 
of the troubled relationship be-
tween Smithers and Indiantown, 
“I never knew!” 

News

Jonathan Boone 

Jonathan lives in Smithers, 
B.C., and teaches high school 
at Bulkley Valley Christian 
School, on the Gitumd’en 
house territory of Woos.

On Easter Sunday, April 21, 253 people were killed when three 
churches and three hotels in Sri Lanka were the target of suicide 
bombers. Christian Courier writer Candice Goodchild interviewed 
Mayukha Perera, Managing Director of Back to the Bible in Sri 
Lanka, about his experience.

CHRISTIAN COURIER: Where were you on Easter, when the at-
tacks occurred?  
PERERA: I was at home in Colombo, a couple of miles away from 
the first bomb and the hotels that were bombed. My wife had gone 
to church but I was at home with the flu. 

Even though bombs had been something we experienced during 
our civil war, this was different after 10 years of peace. We had 
never experienced simultaneous bombings in six different locations. 
There were many questions. Much uncertainty. Concern about the 
possibility of mob violence.
 
CC: What was it like as a Christian in Sri Lanka before the at-
tacks, and how it has changed?
PERERA: Because the targets included places of Christian worship, 
many people assume the attacks were acts of Christian persecution. 
I do not believe this. We are familiar with persecution, and it exists, 
but this attack, though it had many “Christian” victims, was not – 
in my opinion – one that targeted Christians because of our faith. 
I believe the terrorists wanted maximum impact, and the largest 
crowds were gathered in these Roman Catholic churches. Similarly, 
the hotels were full, and bombing the dining room of these large 
hotels would do maximum damage.

But things did change for Christians. The Christ-like response of 
the church, Christian leaders and followers alike, has been noticed 
by everyone across the country. Where they may have expected an-

CHRISTIAN FORGIVENESS 
AS SRI LANKA LAMENTS

ger and talk of vengeance and even mobs getting onto the street, 
Christians have been forgiving and conciliatory. In fact, Christians 
had a calming influence on others who would have been happy to 
take matters into their own hands. 

There has been a new level of respect for Christians, and thereby 
a curiosity about the gospel and Jesus because of this widely ob-
served response.

 
CC:  How can the church in Sri Lanka work to prevent anger 
and distrust between Muslims and Christians? 
PERERA: People are hurting, some are angry. Some are even will-
ing to take to the streets and cause trouble. But the clear and united 
Christian voice has been for restraint, forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion. The church has spoken up to ensure that innocent Muslims are 
not blamed for the actions of a few who bear the name. 

The church has reached out to the Muslim community and spoken 
on their behalf. There has been a history of alignment between 
Christian and Muslims because both groups have faced persecution. 
Just the day before the bombs, the Methodist church conducted a 
silent protest against some attacks faced by one of their churches 
and several prominent Muslim leaders stood with them. So we need 

Candice Goodchild

a railroad town built on a swamp 
that grew to attract more set-
tlers as the farming and lumber 
industries developed through-
out the 20th century. Eventually 
prejudice and the apparent need 
to grow Smithers resulted in the 
residents of Indiantown being 
pressured to move away. As late 
as the mid 1960s, some of their 
houses were even burned to the 
ground to make way for the ex-
panding town.

This troubling narrative chal-
lenged student notions of the town 
and community they thought 
they knew so well. Their shock 
was two-fold. On one level, stu-
dents could not believe this had 
actually happened in Smithers, 
never mind Canada, and so late 
into the 20th century. On another 
level, students were shocked that 
they had never heard about In-
diantown before.

“I cannot even fathom how we 
did not know about Indiantown,” 
grade 12 student Leona said. 

“I’ve lived my entire life in 

“I just cannot believe it – how come I never knew?”
When students at Bulkley Valley Christian School (BVCS) in 

Smithers, B.C. learned about the history of discrimination against In-
digenous people in their town, it didn’t take them long to move from 
shock to action.

Last month, Grade 11 and 12 students at BVCS learned about the 
book Shared Histories, interviewed author and professor Tyler Mc-
Creary over Skype and spoke with several Wet’suwet’en people who 
had lived in “Indiantown” on the outskirts of Smithers. Smithers was 

BVCS students standing behind members of Smithers’ Shared Histories committee. 

STUDENTS REDRESS
HISTORY
Jonathan Boone 

Candice Goodchild

Candice is a teacher by 
trade, stay-at-home mom of 
two boys, and foster mom. 
She likes reading the news, 
breathing in the forest, and 
dabbling in art when she gets 
the chance. 

to do more of the same.

CC: How can we pray for you?  
PERERA: Pray for God’s com-
fort for those bereaved and for 
strength and recovery for those 
injured and those who are caring 
for them. Pray for the ongoing 
witness of the church. There’s 
openness towards Christians and 
curiosity about what makes us 
different. We need to graciously 
continue to share the love of God 
and the good news about Jesus 
with our countrymen.

Pray that extremist forces from 
whatever religious or political 
background will not be able to 
use this situation to spread dis-
cord and suspicion.

Pray that the political leaders 
will be faithful to the trust placed 
on them and be committed to 
working together for the common 
good instead of for petty selfish 
political gain. 

Back to the Bible is a missional organization that 
utilizes media and technology to reach, lead, 
strengthen and equip the people of Sri Lanka and 
its surrounding regions with the Gospel and love of 
Christ.
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apocalypses, meaning not just 
that they show a world ending, 
a society breaking down, but 
also that they reveal the sup-
pressed truths that a social order 
ignores. Midcentury social dem-
ocracy, that lost paradise, rested 
on empires, on endless war and 
extraction and exploitation, and 
perhaps it was always destined 
to end in the every-man-for-him-
self scramble of neoliberalism, 
in the enclosure and liquidation 
of public goods, in cannibal-
ism of parents by children and 
spouses by each other, in the fake 
reassurances and self-righteous 
denunciations that these films’ 
characters offer each other. In 
numbness, and in shame. 

CLASSIC SOUL
Then again, for Christians, 
shame is neither the first nor 
the last word. Certainly there is 
nothing that this culture has done 
to deserve the reconstruction and 
release of Amazing Grace, the 
much-rumoured, long-unfinished 
documentary which was meant 
to accompany the 1972 Aretha 
Franklin album of that name. 
(The initial director, Sydney 
Pollack, forgot to make the little 
clap with the little black board 
at the beginning of each take, 
the one you hear people making 
before yelling “action!” in mov-
ies about movies. This made the 
film footage impossible to sync 
with the soundtrack until com-
puter technology reached a suffi-
cient level of complexity, which 
took until this century. It turns 
out that that little black board is 
important.) I had read about this 
film, but never expected to see it. 

Amazing Grace, the album, 
was Franklin’s return to gospel 
music after years making “secu-
lar” records – though I’m not sure 
it makes sense to think of I Never 
Loved a Man the Way I Love 
You (1967) or Aretha: Lady Soul 
(1968) as other-than-religious 
experiences. She recorded the al-
bum “live,” over two nights, at a 
Los Angeles church. One knows 
this already, if one has even a 
passing interest in classic soul 
music. Yet the film is a shock. 

Reviews

SURVIVAL, SHAME AND AMAZING GRACE IN FILM: 
TWO REISSUES AND A RECONSTRUCTION

LAST YEAR SOMEBODY LOOKED AT A SPREADSHEET AND DECIDED 
to cancel FilmStruck. The classic-and-art-film streaming service of-
fered you an education, in one of the only art forms young enough 
that a single individual can still reasonably expect to really know it 
in a lifetime, at a cheap monthly fee; it was so outrageously good 
a thing that its very existence seemed to ask for trouble. In March, 
corporate restructuring stirred rumours of future trouble for Turner 
Classic Movies, a similarly good thing. (Why even have a TV in that 
case?) The person who wishes to continue their cinematic education 
has only so many options. If you’ve got a good library, use it. (Those 
usage figures are good for keeping the city council from slashing 
budgets.) If you’ve got a bad library, use that the best you can.

Thankfully, we still have Criterion. The DVD company (which re-
cently launched an online service of its own) has recently plucked 
two more movies from the unavailability that seems to plague so 
many classics in this Age Of Streaming Everything. The least avail-
able of the two, at least during the years when I have been paying 
attention, is Barbara Loden’s legendary character study Wanda 
(1970). Suite For Barbara Loden (2012), a study/essay/novella by 
the French writer Nathalie Leger, describes the moment that every 
fan of the movie dreads, the moment when somebody asks you why 
you think it’s good: “[A] fog set in, I felt a sudden unfamiliarity with 
the subject,” she writes. The film does not lend itself to description. 
Most baldly, it is a study of a marginal young woman. A lot actually 
happens – bank robbery, for example – but the film is so saturated 
in Wanda’s powerlessness and unnamable loss that its happenings 
all feel like waitings. As a result the film feels, as films rarely do, 
like a suppressed bit of experience, not something you watched – for 
isn’t most of life waiting? In every shot you smell the rankness, the 
stale cigarettes and angry silence, of mid-twentieth-century adult-
hood, which now ironically looks like a lost paradise of long-term 
employment, generous welfare, strong unions, affirmative action, and 
bipartisan environmental reforms. Of course I wouldn’t last a day in 
this setting, and the film is too tough-minded to let me forget that. 
Wanda “survives” it by traveling light, feeling everything intensely 
but remembering nothing. 

THE MANY FACES OF BERGMAN 
Speaking of tough-minded, let’s bring back the fine old trend of Cal-
vinists liking Ingmar Bergman. His films aren’t necessarily as depress-
ing as his reputation implies, for there are actually several Bergmans, 
and they include Comedy Bergman (Smiles of a Summer Night) and 
Warmly Humanist Bergman (Fanny and Alexander, The Magic Flute) 
as surely as they include Grappling With Faith and Doubt Bergman 
(The Magician, based on Chesterton’s play Magic; the Winter Light 
trilogy), Deep Character Study Bergman (Wild Strawberries, Per-
sona), and Therapy Bergman (Cries and Whispers, Scenes From a 
Marriage). Therapy Bergman is overrated – powerful, but only in the 
way getting hit by a car is. Finally, there’s Apocalyptic Bergman, who 
in some moods is my favourite because, in a world where we have a 
dozen years to reach zero yearly carbon emissions and yet everybody 
including me goes about their day, Apocalyptic Bergman is one of the 
few people who shoots you straight. The Seventh Seal – a very funny 
movie, to be honest, except when it isn’t – is Apocalyptic Bergman. 

So is Shame, which Criterion just reissued. Shame is a movie about 
a disintegrating marriage, set on a weird island where the radio issues 
reports of a war that has been going on for an interminable amount of 
time. The movie came out in 1968, which allows me to pretend that it 
and Godard’s Weekend and Romero’s Night of the Living Dead, from 
the same year, are all one insanely long movie from a parallel plane 
of existence, which reached Earth in separate fragments. They’re all 

Phil Christman
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the Michigan Review of Pris-
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The shock is in the great humility 
at the center of it. Aretha was, in 
1972, and for many years before 
and after that, inarguably among 
the world’s greatest musicians, 
period, and though the concert 
venue is small, every musician 
working on the project is clear-
ly aware of the fact. Each per-
formance starts with a long talk 
about how great Aretha is, how 
honoured everyone should be to 
see her perform, what a momen-
tous event we witness tonight, 
etc. An elaborate space is creat-
ed at the center of things for the 
Diva to step into. And she just 
won’t step into it. She hunches at 
the piano as if she hopes all that 
attention will slide off of her, her 
whole body radiating self-con-
sciousness, except for her face 
and mouth. She sings with her 
eyes closed, streaming tears, as 
though her greatness actually 
hurts her. At one point, her fath-
er, the famous minister and civil 
rights leader C.L. Franklin, gives 
a long encomium to his daugh-
ter, and she sits looking down, as 
though she – Aretha Franklin – is 
surprised to hear people say nice 
things about her. So great is her 
egolessness that it even rubs off 
on Mick Jagger, who we brief-
ly see at the back of the church, 
clearly transported, forgetting 
for once to carry himself like 
Mick Jagger. (A rich young rock 
star standing on the outskirts of 
the crowd and not even minding 
it? This really is gospel music.) 
When Aretha sings, she puckers 
and distends her lips, as though 
she were lifting weights with 
her face. Which is exactly what 
she’s doing. She was a gift to the 
world, and a reminder that we 
were made to live in a gift econ-
omy, not a spreadsheet one.   

WANDA 
Directed by Barbara Loden
1970.

SHAME
Directed by Ingmar Bergman
1968.

AMAZING GRACE
Directed by Sydney Pollack & 
Alan Elliott
2019.
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Reviews

wit, clarity, and an acute cultural 
awareness, she is able to make dif-
ficult psychological concepts not 
only accessible, but relevant, in-
teresting, and important to every-
day people. Direct and thought-
ful questions at the end of each 
chapter promote further thought, 
reflection, and application for in-
dividuals or small groups. 

Even though Cleveland’s focus 
is on multicultural relationships, 
she makes it clear that the same 
social principles apply in a var-
iety of relationships of difference, 
making this an important read 

FOR THE PAST COUPLE OF DECADES, multiculturalism and divers-
ity have been key goals of many Protestant churches and denomin-
ations. But our churches seem as segregated today as they did at the 
turn of the millennium. And churches that do venture into the waters 
of multiculturalism seem plagued by challenges to identity, internal 
division, misunderstanding, and more often than not end up with a 
diverse congregation that is culturally whitewashed, where people of 
colour are welcome . . . as long as they don’t “cause trouble” by trying 
to start conversations about systematic racism or reparations. Why 
does the promise of Revelation 7 – where the church of God is de-
picted as a great multitude beyond counting from every tribe, tongue, 
people, and nation – so difficult to achieve in our churches this side 
of Christ’s coming?

Christena Cleveland, a Christian social psychologist from Southern 
California, helps us understand the social forces that make cross-cul-
tural relationships so difficult, but also so rewarding. With humour, 

KUYPER THE ABRIDGED

ENGAGING THE PROMISE OF REVELATION 7

DISUNITY IN CHRIST: 
UNCOVERING THE HIDDEN 
FORCES THAT KEEP US APART
Christena Cleveland 
IVP Books, 2013.

John Medendorp

Peter Schuurman

role of Beesd in Kuyper’s con-
version, that a section on Chris-
tian schooling could be more 
nuanced, that Kuyper’s racism 
and Americanism is overlooked, 
and that since this is written by 
a Canadian (a dual citizen, real-
ly), there could be at least a few 
references to Canadian, and not 
just American, issues. I was also 
hoping for some application to 
pressing issues of consumerism, 
climate change, and electronic 
media – but it is a short book, and 
that’s part of its charm.

For Reformed Christians, this 
is an invitation to see your roots 
take wing – what the book se-

MICHAEL WAGENMAN, THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED campus minister 
at Western University in London, Ontario, has written a wonderful, 
accessible introduction not just to the Dutch public intellectual and 
statesman Abraham Kuyper, but to a Christianity oriented to the bet-
terment of cultural life, demonstrating that “the gospel is utterly com-
prehensive in its scope and application.” He examines six cultural are-
nas: identity, public discourse, education, church, society, and politics 
in light of three elements in Kuyper’s biography that are also present 
in North America today – cultural Christianity, Modernist theology, 
and – the ideal of the book – a confessional Christian faith. 

This proves to be a revealing analysis not just of Dutch history but 
of our current cultural and religious situation. I hope that university 
courses, church education programs and families take advantage of 
this condensed and stimulating exploration of Christ and culture. It 
can spark a lively public theology that acknowledges Jesus is Lord, 
not just of one’s life, not just of the church and family, but of the whole 
world, in all its intrigue and messy reality. 

Some might quibble that Wagenman gives too much weight to the 

ries calls “lived theology.” For 
all Christians, especially in these 
times when some are tempted to 
retreat from a public that seems 
at best ambivalent about Christi-
anity, this book is an urgent en-
couragement to see the kingdom 
of God in Christ as eminently 
pertinent to everything that hu-
mans do to make something of 
the world. 

not only for churches pursuing 
multiculturalism and anti-racism, 
but also for those with questions 
about intergenerational ministry, 
urban/suburban/rural diversity, 
community outreach, church 
planting, and missionary work. 
Cleveland’s inspired insight into 
social forces and how they play 
out in the church is valuable for 
any church leader.  

ENGAGING THE WORLD WITH 
ABRAHAM KUYPER
Michael Wagenman 
Lexham Press, 2019.
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CULTIVATING A GARDEN IN THE WASTELAND
Sonya VanderVeen Feddema

about sexuality and life. She says, 
“In the wasteland we can culti-
vate a garden.” She celebrates the 
high view that Scripture has of the 
body, here and now as we live on 
earth, and, later, when Christ will 
return and make all things new, 
and give us resurrected bodies.

Pearcey cautions that as Chris-
tians grapple with social ills in 
regard to life and sexuality, “we 
must move beyond denuncia-
tions that can sound harsh, angry, 
or judgmental and instead work 
to show that the biblical ethic is 

ACCORDING TO AUTHOR NANCY PEARCEY, “human life and sexuality 
have become the watershed moral issues of our age.” In this astute anal-
ysis of these moral issues, Pearcey – co-author with Chuck Colson of 
How Now Shall We Live? – looks beyond the latest media reports to the 
“real action” below the surface of things, namely, “the worldview that 
drives the secular ethic.” She goes on to explain that “in every decision 
we make, we are not just deciding what we want to do. We are express-
ing our view of the purpose of human life.”

Throughout her book, as Pearcey delves into the issues of abortion 
and infanticide, euthanasia, the hookup culture, homosexuality and 
transgenderism, she shows how each, according to her, are built on a 
secular two-level view of people – the biological, scientific fact of being 
human is split from one’s personhood, one’s moral and legal standing. 

Pearcey repeatedly points out that Scripture, as the revealed Word of 
God, offers hope to people who are searching for answers to questions 

based on a positive view of the 
body as part of the image of God. 
The goal is not to win a culture 
war or to impose our views on 
others but to love our neighbour, 
which means working for our 
neighbour’s good.” According to 
this reader’s estimation, Pearcey 
has achieved her goal. 

LOVE THY BODY: ANSWERING 
HARD QUESTIONS ABOUT LIFE 
AND SEXUALITY 
Nancy R. Pearcey 
Baker Books, 2018.

Sonya VanderVeen 
Feddema

Sonya is a freelance writer
living in St Catharines, Ont.
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SAVING DUTCH-CANADIAN HISTORY 
The story behind the Gerry Segger Dutch Heritage Collection.  |  Robert Bruinsma

THERE ARE MORE THAN one million people of Dutch heritage living 
in Canada today. While this makes people of Dutch heritage one of the 
largest minority groups in this country, Dutch Canadians have tended 
to rapidly assimilate into mainstream Canadian culture. Yet the Dutch 
have made significant contributions to Canadian society in the areas of 
religion, education, agriculture, labour, political action, journalism and 
sports, to name just a few.

The first wave of Dutch immigrants to arrive in Canada were Dutch 
Americans who came with United Empire Loyalists (1783) who did not 
want to participate in the American War of Independence against the 
British. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, large numbers of Dutch 
helped to settle the Canadian west. They created settlements such as 
New Nijverdal (now Monarch), Alberta, Neerlandia, Alberta and Edam, 
Saskatchewan. These immigrants soon owned their farms and ranches. 
Many others settled in and around the larger cities of Edmonton, Cal-
gary and Winnipeg. 

The third and last large wave of Dutch immigration began in 1947 
following WWII. Again, many of the migrants were farmers, but 
there were also large numbers of skilled labourers and profession-
als, as well as war brides. (Officially, 1,226 Dutch war brides came 
to Canada, ranking second  in number only to British war brides.) 
Many of these Dutch immigrants settled in southern Ontario as well 
as adding to those who had come earlier to the prairie provinces and 
British Columbia.

But not only families made the arduous immigration journey. Young 
men looking for adventure or job opportunities also set sail for the new 
world. Among them was 18-year-old Gerrit Jan (Gerry) Segger from 
the German county of Bentheim, (bordering on the Dutch provinces 
of Drenthe and Overijssel), who left his home in 1958 for Edmonton 
where his brother Henry had preceded him by six months. Gerry joined 
the Second Christian Reformed Church (CRC) where his sponsoring 
brother worshipped. 

FROM FARM BOY  
TO BUSINESSMAN 
Gerry grew up on a farm but 
wanted to explore city life. He 
had few skills suited to urban liv-
ing, but he was willing to work 
hard. In his first two years in Ed-
monton, he held a succession of 
jobs including that of construc-
tion labourer, waiter at the pres-
tigious MacDonald Hotel, tomb-
stone labourer and electrician’s 
helper. Being a gregarious person 
and having improved his English 

at night school, he embarked on a 
series of sales jobs that included 
selling portraits, jewelry, stain-
less steal cookware and bakery 
goods. In 1962 he was offered a 
job as an insurance salesman at 
the newly formed Edmonton of-
fice of the Holland Life Insurance 
Society. Initially, he attempted 
to sell policies to CRC folk, but 
his German background did not 
endear him to the Dutch con-
gregants (even though his father 
had been imprisoned in Germany 

for anti-Nazi sentiments). So, he 
struck out to sell insurance to the 
broader Edmonton community. 
To say that he was successful 
is an understatement. Soon he 
formed his own insurance bro-
kerage firm which, in the late 
1990s, employed 1,500 associ-
ates selling life insurance from 
Thunder Bay, Ont., to Victoria, 
B.C. In 1999 he sold his firm for 
a fine sum to a larger internation-
al company. 

Gerry and his wife, Hilda 
have two sons, both of whom 
attended The King’s University 
College (now The King’s Uni-
versity). In 2005, Gerry fund-
ed an endowment to create the 
Gerry Segger Music Scholarship 
in Performance Excellence at 
King’s. Later, as Segger told me, 
“because the Lord loves a cheer-
ful giver” he approached King’s 
with an offer to do more. Then-
King’s president, Harry Fern-
hout suggested the establishment 
of an archive dedicated to the 
preservation of reformed Dutch/
German documents primarily 
from WWII and the immigration 
following it. Segger was all-in. 
The Gerry Segger Heritage Col-
lection (GSHC) was founded on 
Oct. 2, 2013.  

A HERITAGE COLLECTION 
IS CREATED
This heritage collection is the 
first and only Canadian research 
collection/archive devoted to the 
subject of Dutch and German 
Reformed immigration and the 
Dutch experience in Canada. 
The collection is housed within 
King’s Simona Maaskant Li-
brary. The space has a separate 
HVAC system that keeps the 
temperature consistently be-
tween 19-20 degrees Celsius 
and the humidity between 35 
and 36 percent. Currently it has 
just under 500 meters of com-
pact shelving. While it is not the 
mandate of the center to collect 
rare books, it does house a 1602 
Dutch language edition of John 
Calvin’s Institutes of the Chris-
tian Religion, as well as a Dutch 
Staten Bijbel from 1718.  

Bonita Schalk-Bjornson, King’s 
 Senior Library Technician/Archi-
vist, is hopeful that the collection 
will soon be designated as an offi-
cial Alberta archive. She told me 
that the collection will become 
a valuable resource not only for 
King’s students, but also for cur-

Images by Rosemary Sloot, an artist chronicling the Dutch immigrant experience.  Left: "Emigrate" (2009; oil on canvas)  Right: Tea Towels (2009; oil on handmade paper).

King's University President Dr. Melanie Humphreys and Gerry Segger at the opening of the 
Heritage Collection. 
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CC and is a professor emeritus 
who retired after 28 years of 
service at The King’s University.

“WHAT WAS THAT GUY talking 
about?” the young man asked his 
friend, as they sat down in front of 
me and the bus pulled away from 
the University of British Columbia. 

“I don’t know, he was trying 
to give us a brochure on some-
thing spiritual. I think he said he 
was a Mormon or something.” 
“What’s a Mormon?” asked his 
friend sincerely.

 “I’m not sure. It’s like a Chris-
tian or a Buddhist. You should just 
Google it.”  

Welcome to post-Christendom 
Vancouver. Western Canada is a 
patchwork of cultures and reli-
gious expression. As a missiol-
ogist I’m keenly aware of how 
the Christendom of my Manitoba 
childhood no longer exists. That 
was a time on the Canadian prai-
ries where everyone in my public 
school was “something,” whether 
that be Ukrainian Orthodox, An-
glican, Mennonite or some other 
Euro-stock franchise of Christi-
anity. While secularity has per-
meated all of Western Canada, 

NONES AND DONES 
Christian witness in the land of lattes and Lululemon. |  Ross Lockhart 

the impact has been particularly 
strong over the mountains here 
in British Columbia. In The Sec-
ular Northwest, historian Tina 
Block declares that according 
to census data, “no religion” is 
now the number one religion in 
the region. Block’s historical sur-
vey of faith in British Columbia 
and Washington State found that, 
“Northwest secularity is most 
evident in the region’s strikingly 
low levels of involvement in, and 
attachment to, formal or orga-
nized religion.”  

Angus Reid’s latest polling on 
religion in Canada confirms that 
B.C. is home to the highest pro-
portion of “non-believers” at just 
over one-quarter (27 percent). 
As a result, Christian witness re-
quires a particular approach in the 
land of the “nones and dones,” 
or, as Stuart Macdonald and Bri-
an Clarke describe it in Leaving 
Christianity, the “de-churched 
and non-churched.”

Christian witness in the land 
of lattes and Lululemon requires 

a missional framework for en-
gaging a culture that no longer 
responds only to the pastoral and 
teaching offices of Ephesians 4. In 
our common Reformed tradition, 
John Calvin continues to play a 
key role in our Christian witness. 
However, when we read Calvin’s 
commentaries on Ephesians 4 he 
argues that while the Bible names 
five offices for Christian leader-
ship, apostles, prophets and evan-
gelists were not meant to be per-
petual. Beyond the early church, 
Calvin believed that only pastors 
(shepherds) and teachers were re-
quired for the government of the 
church. And yet Calvin notes that 
“in those cases where religion 
has fallen into decay” evangelists 
must be raised up to restore the 
pure doctrine of the church. I like 
to suggest that day has come in 
western Canada.

What is required increasingly 
in the secular West is a recovery 
of the apostolic establishment 
of new witnessing communi-
ties, the prophetic utterances of 

rent and future scholars who wish 
to investigate the history of Dutch 
immigration to Canada. As she 
said, “We’re building a collection 
for the future when historians will 
need this resource to tell the story 
of the Dutch Reformed contribu-
tion to Canada’s social, religious 
and educational life.” She espe-
cially mentioned the urgency of 
collecting valuable documents 
now. The immediate post-WWII 
generation is aging, and their chil-
dren often just toss out Mom and 
Dad’s old letters and photos.  

A HISTORY OF WOMEN
Bjornson is particularly interest-
ed in Dutch women’s immigra-
tion history. “But so often,” she 
states, “the older women I talk 
with about donating material for 
our collection are too humble 
to think their records have any 
value.”  “I was just an ordinary 
housewife,” is a common re-
sponse. “Why would anyone care 
about the letters I sent home to 
Holland or received in return?” It 
is, of course, just these kinds of 
documents that form the basis of 
a social historian’s work.

The GSHC has collected many 
letters that were sent back to 
Holland by immigrants and their 
families. It also houses an ex-
tensive collection of postcards 
sent to Holland by travelers and 
immigrants to Canada. The old-
est postcard is dated 1876. The 
images on the postcards provide 
snapshots of Canada over the 
years, and the messages, often 
short and sweet, give insight into 
people’s impressions of Canada. 
The Reading Room houses sec-
ondary sources of published ma-
terials, including church anniver-
sary books and yearbooks from 
Christian schools.

Thanks to the foresight and 
generosity of a German/Dutch 
boy who made good, the Gerry 
Segger Heritage Collection at the 
Simona Maaskant Library at The 
King’s University is a testament 
to contributions that, through 
God’s grace, Dutch immigrants 
have made to Canada. 

God through his Word to a peo-
ple who have forgotten who and 
whose they are, and evangelists 
to restoke with gospel glory the 
imaginations of people who now 
are reduced to having to Google 
God. God is weaving together 
a beautiful tapestry of different 
ethnic backgrounds here on the 
west coast from original Indige-
nous cultures through Euro-stock 
settler traditions to an increasing-
ly strong Asian presence. In the 
midst of this beautiful mosaic of 
people and place, there is need for 
a gentle and persuasive witness 
for the Three-in-One God who 
made the lofty mountain gran-
deur, sparkling ocean waves and 
every living thing in between.

Yes, you can stay at home (or 
ride the bus) and Google God, but 
Christian community remains a re-
lational space, like our Triune God 
himself, where people can encoun-
ter grace, receive forgiveness, and 
participate in God’s on-going mis-
sion of worship and witness that is 
actively healing the nations until 
the Kingdom comes.

Ross Lockhart

Ross  is Associate Professor, St. 
Andrew’s Hall at The Universi-
ty of British Columbia. 
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WHEN I HAD TO MOVE from Edmonton to Ottawa, I promised commu-
nity friends and colleagues at City Hall that I would do what I could to 
help change stereotypes of Alberta and Western Canada. That ranged 
from promoting arts festivals as well as the Stampede and holding 
up Alberta and B.C. education systems as leaders among provinces 
for pluralism in education. Western cities lead in waste reduction and 
B.C. and Alberta offer some good practices in Indigenous self-govern-
ment that could benefit places like Thunder Bay and northern Ontario.  

When Western friends visit, we go to Montreal to see that Quebec 

CHURCH BRIDGES DIVIDES IN CANADA
Kathy Vandergrift  |  kathyvandergrift@rogers.com 

Kathy, a public policy analyst, brings experience in government, social justice work 
and a Master’s Degree in Public Ethics to her reflections.

Columns

offers its own richness and is not 
an enemy of the West. I miss Ed-
monton, value the “can-do,” in-
novative spirit of the West, and 
share the frustration of good ideas 
getting lost in the complexities of 
Canadian federalism. 

When Albertans brag about no 
sales tax at store check-outs and 
B.C. residents show off their daf-
fodils while Ontario is still buried 
in snow and ice, it’s hard to be an 
ally. Anti-Ottawa talk, even when 
a Westerner was Prime Minister, 

and refusing to acknowledge all 
the tax concessions that the oil 
industry gets while dumping on 
Eastern favoritism, force me to 
bite my tongue as I try to practice 
being an agent of reconciliation.   

While the ying-yang of tensions 
between regions in Canada is un-
derstandable, at a deeper level it can 
be unhealthy and even dangerous. 
That hit home for me when global-
ly renown historian Margaret Mac-
Millan was asked recently about 
her hopes for Canada. She said she 
hopes Canada survives – because 
nations can and do fall apart.  We 
can’t take Canada for granted. 

COMING TOGETHER
Can we get past provincialism 
and localism? It also affects our 
church culture. Perhaps it is time 
to adopt an intentional, count-
er-cultural, pan-Canadian strate-
gy. For both church and country, 
our biggest challenges, such as 
creation care and the growing di-
vide between the successful and 
the “left-behind,” are common to 
East and West. In church world, 
challenges in urban centers are 
similar across provinces, as the 
solutions for rural churches will 
be. Urban and rural renewal are 
both needed if Canada is going to 
meet and surpass Margaret Mac-
Millan’s expectations. I wonder 
if our church communities could 
be models for bridge-building in-
stead of provincialism and frag-
mentation. Modern technologies 
can be tools for bridge-building 
as well as tools for extremists 
who seek to divide and destroy 
Canada. It is understandable 
that churches also turn inward 
and focus locally to survive, but 
strengthening bonds across Can-
ada might offer new ways of be-
ing church in a nation that needs 
bridges across multiple divides in 
order to thrive – or survive. 

   or by Appointment 
Monthly Rentals with Enhanced Services—Featuring 3 
Chef prepared meals per day, weekly housekeeping, 
flat laundry service, full activity program, scheduled  
transportation and an emergency response system 

MARTINDALE COMMONS IS OPEN 

1128 Vansickle Road North, St. Catharines, ON 

www.MartindalePlace.com 

TOURS AVAILABLE ANYTIME 
Every Wednesday from        

10:00am—2:00pm 

Contact us @ (905) 988-9414 
 Or accommodations@martindaleplace.com 

Ask us about a Trial Stay! 

Martindale Place is a community 
of choice for seniors where  
Christian values and excellence 
are celebrated 

 HELP US, Help Others
 as we build our Memory Care Wing
 An InvEStMEnt OPPOrtUnIty
We are looking for caring Christians willing to help us finance Oakdale  
Manor, our Memory Care wing which will consist of 20 studio apartments. 
This wing will provide loving Christian care for our brothers and sisters  
dealing with memory loss. Construction commenced in July 2018.

We’re offering Investment Notes, for one-to-five years  
in multiples of $25,000 and are currently paying very  
competitive interest rates on an annual, semi-annual  
or compounded basis. Please call to confirm rates.
WE ArE CUrrEntLy OffErIng rAtES* frOM

  3.00% to 5.25% depending on amounts and 
length of time invested  

* Rates subject to change without notice.

Premium rate for amounts over $500,000. 
Call for details on these very attractive rates.

Mr. H. Kampen, at  
The Meadows of Aurora
400 William Graham Drive, Suite 503, Aurora, ON  L4G 1L7  

Tel: 905 884-6650   
email: hank.kampen@gmail.com

themeadowsofaurora . com

Retirement Residences Woodland Towers

Interest paid annually or compounded

A new Walterdale Bridge (left) recently replaced one built in 1913 over the North Saskatchewan River in Edmonton.
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IN OUR LAST COLUMN I summar-
ized some of the contributions 
Celtic Christianity offers (“Three 
Celtic Gifts,” April 22). John Bell 
presented and applied these “of-
ferings” in a recent conference 
sponsored by the Wisdom Centre 
in Calgary.  

Bell’s description of Celtic 
Christianity and his applications 
of it to our setting mean changes 
to worship, especially in song. 
Although often profound, trained 
choirs of semi-professional musi-
cians are not the primary focus in 
worship: simple response choruses 
– often composed or arranged by 
Bell – are accessible and profound-
ly simple in expressing interactions 
with God and each other. 

New songs should be intro-
duced well, but not elaborately. 
It is the manner of encountering 
a song that may influence ac-

MUSIC OF THE PEOPLE
Curt  Gesch |  cgesch63@gmail.com

Curt lives in Telkwa, B.C., and was accompanied to the conference by daughter 
Rachel Eyers, and Anglican lay-reader Ken Alton of Smithers, B.C. 

ceptance of it. For example, for 
someone who remembers World 
War II experientially, the largo 
composed by Haydn often called 
AUSTRIAN HYMN might have 
been encountered for the first time 
when occupying troops sang it as 
“Deutschland, Deutschland, Über 
Alles,” and thus be devastated by 
singing “Glorious Things of Thee 
Are Spoken” to that tune. 

Bell’s emphasis on music of 
the people, by the people and for 
common praise reminds me of the 
Calvinistic emphasis on congre-
gational singing made possible 
for those without musical train-
ing. Congregational singing as 
Bell describes it reminds me of 
the traditions of singing Scottish 
psalms, the English folks songs 
arranged for hymnals by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams, and the more 
complicated Genevan psalms and 

Welsh hymnody. In fact, Bell’s emphasis on music of the people re-
minds me of the inclusion of so many hymns found in the 1986 Psal-
ter Hymnal written by the Christian Reformed Church members who 
were “part of the family.” 

CREATIVE COMMON FOLK
The conference also caused me some degree of despair – despair that 
the fresh and exciting, creative insights I encountered will be difficult or 
impossible to incorporate in worship in local congregations. The power 
of the popular music industry, especially in evangelical and Reformed 
circles, is daunting in its ability to limit the worship response: worship-
pers are sometimes overshadowed by microphones, instruments, strong 
vocalists, screen and power-point visuals. In liturgical traditions, the 
power of ecclesiastical structures – professionalism and clericalism, i.e., 
ministers, priests, choirs, liturgies and traditional practices – may nearly 
blow out the flame of creative responses by the common folk. 

It is such common folk to whom Bell’s (and Graham Maule’s) con-
tributions to worship music are dedicated. As the two say in the Intro-
duction to Known Unknowns: 100 Contemporary Texts to Common 
Tunes, their lyrics are for the common people who worship with deep, 
complex simplicity. These texts “are put together here especially for 
the kind of churches we particularly want to encourage – churches 
where there is no musician; churches where there is a reticence to sing 
new songs, or churches where the praise of God has been kept separ-
ate from the concerns of the world.”

In the end, however, I came away from this conference freshly motiv-
ated to encourage, support and participate in worship and life that is 
fully human, reflecting the incarnational presence of Christ in his world. 
As Lent progressed, I thought of John Bell and the firmly rooted faith 
of Calvin’s Seerveld’s lyrics to Psalm 22. After singing unabashedly 
of being forsaken by God, the Psalmist leads us in a final, triumphant, 
statement that I take as somehow normative for congregational music:

I thank you, my LORD, I may 
sing with your folk

to seal here in worship the vows 
which I spoke, 

so new generations shall pass 
on in faith

that you, O my God, keep your 
children all safe!

Psalm 22, verse 10: Psalter 
Hymnal, 1986 

SOMETIMES IT TAKES YOUR GLASSES getting dirty to remember that 
they’re even there. 

I learned that I hold a pretty stunted view of hospitality from a woman 
named Marie Issaka in Bamako, Mali. When I was a very young, very 
naïve World Renew intern in Bamako in 2011, Marie and her husband 
Harouna insisted on being my homestay family. I would later find that they 
had just weathered their toddler’s cancer, and that Marie was in the midst of 
an unexpected, difficult pregnancy. Despite all that, they took me in. 

For the nine months that I lived with them, they were my guides to 
West African cultures. They answered my questions, many of which 
must have seemed foolish. They introduced me to countless new expe-
riences. They shielded me and prayed with me. 

Marie’s hospitality is so open-armed that when I started calling her 
Maman, initially as a joke, she took on that identity without hesitation. Ma-
rie takes it for granted that she is bound up in networks of interdependency. 
And yet her hospitality has boundaries – there were parts of her house I 

MUD ON MY GLASSES
Danielle Steenwyk-Rowaan  |  danielle.rowaan@gmail.com

Danielle lives in Hamilton, Ont., with her husband Dan, their German shepherd-kan-
garoo cross Roo, and their housemate Brad.

never saw, conversations I wasn’t 
part of. This was a wise hospitality. 

RADICAL TRUST
All this sounds a lot like a classic 
line often heard from people re-
turning from mission trips: “The 
people were so welcoming!” 
Which prompted a friend to ask 
a provocative question recently: 
What if it’s not that people in the 
Majority World are uniquely hos-
pitable and welcoming, but that 
Christians in the West tend to be 
uniquely un-welcoming? What if 
being influenced by our culture of 
individualism, security and privacy 
has put up barriers (some might say 
idols) that keep us from living into 
this generous hospitality that my 
family in West Africa practices?

There’s mud on my glass-
es! If we have eyes to see and 
ears to hear, the normalcy of 
robust welcoming-strangers-in-
to-your-home hospitality is all 
over the Scriptures.

Right after warning his readers 
that the end of all things is near, 
Peter calls them to love each oth-
er, offer hospitality and use their 
gifts to serve the Body (1 Pet. 
4:7-10). Likewise, in Hebrews, 
hospitality is considered im-

portant enough to list alongside 
“keep the marriage bed pure” and 
“remember those in prison as if 
you were together with them.” 

Practicing hospitality also rates 
a mention in Paul’s climactic 
chapter in Romans, where he urg-
es believers to offer ourselves as 
living sacrifices (Rom. 12). And 
it comes right after Paul’s urging 
that the fledging community share 
with God’s people who are in 
need. Could it be that this hospi-
tality was part of that providing?

Hospitality was not a side pur-
suit – it was a key characteristic of 
Christian community. And many 
early Christians, including Paul 
himself, not only offered hospi-
tality – they also depended on it 
themselves. Just check out the 
greetings at the end of Paul’s let-
ters to find people on whom he 
depended. 

In their new book on Romans, 
Brian Walsh and Sylvia Keesmaat 
point towards “an economics of 
radical trust in God’s provision 
. . . an economics of generosity 
and welcome.” They argue that as 
Paul works to nurture an alterna-
tive community centered around 
Jesus Christ in Rome, he is urging 
the Roman church to practice an 

alternative economics, an eco-
nomics not of scarcity but of gen-
erosity and hospitality (Romans 
Disarmed, forthcoming from Bra-
zos Press).

I see this alternative economics 
worked out by my Maman in Ba-
mako, Mali. This is not pie in the 
sky stuff! Christians in the West 
need reminding by people in the 
Majority World that this hospital-
ity is our heritage. And it could 
even be our future. 

HOSPITALITY TODAY 
Start hosting a regular 

meal at your house. Just set 
another place at the table 
and keep an eye out for 
people who are different 
from you, or people who 

might not get many dinner 
invitations.

Offer up a spare room 
in your house to a refugee 
claimant. Subsidized hous-
ing is so needed. I know of 
ways to do this in Waterloo, 

Hamilton, Toronto and 
Vancouver, and I’m sure 

there are more. I’d be hap-
py to help! Email danielle.

rowaan@gmail.com.
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THE OTHER DAY, I received a 
mailed appeal from a Christian 
organization that asked me for a 
“sacrificial gift.” Later in the ap-
peal, there appeared a lament for 
the demise of “sacrificial giving” 
among God’s people. “We don’t 
know how to give till it hurts 
anymore” was the claim. For a 
moment I was tempted to concur 
with this apparently sad state of 
affairs, but then I demurred.

When you hear the word sac-
rifice, what comes to your mind? 
Does the word have a pleasant or 
unpleasant connotation for you? 
For me, it always suggests some-
thing hard; noble perhaps, but 
very difficult. 

We’ve just gone through the 
period of Lent leading to Good 

SACRIFICE NO MORE
Bob Bruinsma  |  bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Many years ago, Bob’s children bought him a used copy of the monumental 12-vol-
ume O.E.D. condensed into 2 volumes. They came in a slipcase with a little drawer 
on top holding a magnifying glass for reading the exceptionally tiny print. It’s a gift 
that keeps on giving.

Friday and then Christ’s triumph-
ant resurrection. Of course, Good 
Friday may have been good for 
us, but not so good for Jesus. On 
the cross Jesus became the ul-
timate sacrifice. The venerable  
Oxford English Dictionary 
(O.E.D.) defines sacrifice (sacri-
ficing) as “surrendering or giv-
ing up something for the attain-
ment of some higher advantage 
or dearer object.” Also, “to give 
up or abandon for the sake of 
others.” What a fitting descrip-
tion of Jesus’ death for us sinners.

The word sacrifice is closely 
related to the word sacred. The 
O.E.D. relates the word sacred to 
“things, places, persons that are 
set apart for or dedicated to some 
religious purpose, and hence en-

titled to veneration or religious respect; made holy by association with 
God (or a god) or other object of worship, consecrated, hallowed.”

So it seems to me that when we use the word sacrifice in relation to 
our worship or our giving, we are really trying to ascribe something of 
the sacred to ourselves, to gain recognition by our good deeds. There 
is in the word sacrifice an implied sense of (false) nobility that goes 
with some difficult gesture. “Look at the hardship or pain I am willing 
to suffer by my sacrificial action.” 

GRATEFUL OFFERING
I would like to suggest that we Christians erase the word sacrifice from 

our vocabulary unless we are re-
ferring specifically to what our 
Lord has done for us. His was the 
ultimate sacrifice that ended the 
need for all other forms of sac-
rifice (including the shedding of 
all that animal blood on the Old 
Testament), but also any sense of 
our own sacrificial giving.

The word I propose we use in-
stead of sacrifice is the familiar one 
of offering. To make an offering, 
says the O.E.D., is the “presenting 
of something to God as an act of 
worship or devotion. It is some-
thing given to a person or deity for 
acceptance, especially as a trib-
ute of honour or esteem; a gift; a 
present.” Isn’t that what we are in-
vited to do? Out of deep grateful-
ness to Jesus for his sacrifice, we 
have the privilege, the honour, to 
present God with our gifts of time, 
talents and treasure. Not in order to 
gain glory for ourselves for being 
such noble and venerable folk, but 
simply out of sheer gratitude for 
the hope provided by Jesus’ resur-
rection gift to us. 

TEN YEARS AGO, the Spouse and 
I drove across Canada with our 
two small children. You might 
even say our too-small children. 
Blue was not yet two years old 
and Beangirl was only approach-
ing her fourth birthday. These 
are not ideal conditions for a 
long road trip, but the Spouse 
had been offered a place in a 
university program overseas and 
we wanted to spend the summer 
with the British Columbian side 
of our family before that adven-
ture began. So we packed the 
car and just after Easter, we left 
Ottawa, taking it slowly. Long 
drives in the car are taxing for 
little people, to say nothing of 
their patient parents, but even 
so, it took several days to settle 
into life of the road. We tried 
to establish good routines with 
games and stories in the car, 
regular stops for apple juice and 
coffee and nights spent camping 
with friends. We all got used to 
this new way of doing things and 
our days began to blur together. 

ROAD TRIP 
Katie Munnik  |  katiemunnik@yahoo.ca

Katie is an Ottawa writer living in Cardiff with her Spouse and three growing 
children. You can also find Katie on twitter @messy_table.

Until we got to Winnipeg. 

LOOKING FOR CHURCH
That Saturday night, we slept at 
the house of friend who is a min-
ister, so in the morning we went 
to his church for worship. Except 
it wasn’t a church; it was a mov-
ie theatre. And a church. Our al-
most-four-year-old couldn’t stop 
laughing at the very idea.

But as soon as we stepped 
inside, both kids loved it. They 
loved the seats, the steps and 
the big open space at the front 
where the worship team gath-
ered. They loved the different 
and familiar feel of the place. 
The Spouse and I loved the 
welcome, the message and the 
surprise of that vibrant, faithful 
community’s new take on sa-
cred space. This was completely 
different from our home church 
with its neo-gothic columns and 
blue stained-glass windows, but 
it felt open and right. 

Heading west, we kept our 
eyes open for other kinds of 

churches. Sometimes, they are 
easy to spot. From the highway, 
we could see spires and onion 
domes. Churches made of wood 
and brick, painted churches, peel-
ing churches and bright shiny 
new churches, too. As we passed 
by, we imagined the people who 
met there. We wondered how 
they decided what to build and 
where to build it. And what these 
places made them remember and 
what they inspired.

When we reached the coast, 
we met up with a friend at the 
Vancouver School of Theology 
which is a real castle of a build-
ing, and he showed us the simple 
chapel inside and the brick lab-
yrinth in the gardens. These felt 
like more churches for our col-
lection, more surprising places 
set aside for prayer.

HOME AND AWAY
Our final church on that long 
road west was a small Pres-
byterian church in Nanaimo. 
This was where the Spouse had 
grown up and where his parents 
still worshipped. It’s a beautiful 
church and I love its sanctuary 
windows which look out on pine 
trees and its wide wooden rafters 
that curve up above your head 
like the timbers of a ship. For 
the rest of the summer, we wor-

shipped there each Sunday, learning new hymns and new patterns 
of praise.

For the Spouse, that trip was a slice of home before a longer jour-
ney. For me, it was the start of the journey itself. Sitting in that church 
– in the nave of that sanctuary – it felt right to think about both refuge 
and navigation. Every church might have its own style, its own habits 
and symbols, but whatever shape our buildings take and wherever we 
have chosen to build them, they remind us that, as worshipping com-
munities, we are called to return to the One who give us rest and to 
seek his company and direction for the journey ahead. 

“The Sacrificial Lamb” (c. 1675) by Josefa de Ayala, one of the only women artists 
active in Portugal at the time. 

The Chapel of the Vancouver School of Theology.
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ETHICS OF AI

TWO CANADIAN RESEARCHERS, 
Yoshua Bengio and Geoffrey 
Hinton, were the 2018 winners 
of the million dollar Association 
for Computing Machinery A.M. 
Turing Award (often called the 
Nobel Prize of computing) along 
with American Yann LeCun. All 
three won the prize because of 
their work on developing the 
deep neural computer networks 
that form the basis of much of 
the success to-date of Artificial 
Intelligence Systems (AIS). 
Canada has been a leader in 
developing this computer tech-
nology. It is clear that machine 
intelligence has started, and will 
continue, to have an increasing 
impact on all of our lives.

One of the concerns raised by 
AI is how we will use it in an 
ethical manner. In 2018 Bengio, 

Rudy Eikelboom  | reikelboom@wlu.ca

Rudy (reikelboom@wlu.ca), who loses to computer chess programs, is a member of 
Waterloo CRC and chairs the Psychology Department at Wilfrid Laurier University.

in conjunction with many others, 
prepared the “Montreal Declara-
tion for a Responsible Develop-
ment of Artificial Intelligence.” 
This document lays down a 
10-principle framework for 
the ethical development of AI. 
Principles include the Well-Be-
ing Principle (the development 
and use of AIS must permit the 
growth and well-being of all 
sentient beings) and the Equity 
Principle (the development and 
use of AIS must contribute to the 
creation of a just and equitable 
society). 

This declaration is not our first 
attempt to develop ethical prin-
ciples to govern machines that 
exhibit intelligent behaviour. Al-
ready in 1942 the science fiction 
writer Isaac Asimov, in a short 
story called “Runabout,” sug-

gested the three laws of Robotics: 
1. A robot may not injure a hu-

man being or, through inaction, 
allow a human being to come to 
harm.

2. A robot must obey the orders 
given it by human beings except 
where such orders would conflict 
with the First Law.

3. A robot must protect its own 
existence as long as such protec-
tion does not conflict with the 
First or Second Laws.

NO CHRISTIAN VOICE
While these three laws are im-
portant, they clearly do not cov-
er all the ethical problems AIS 

may cause. In previous columns 
I have written about self-driving 
cars and the ethical decisions 
they may be called to make. 
Widespread adoption of AIS 
also raises concern about our 
privacy. Computer programs 
have taught themselves to play 
games like Go and Chess better 
than the best humans, and who 
knows what careers they will 
take over. These developments 
demonstrate how essential it is 
to articulate ethical principles 
to direct and direct this technol-
ogy toward non-harmful ends 
and uses. All of us can, I’m 
sure, imagine how these tech-
nologies could be used in war in 
ways that would give machines 
the ability to kill humans.

As of late April, 1,374 indi-
viduals and 41 organizations 
have signed this Montreal Dec-
laration. When looking over the 
list of organizations, I found it 
unsettling that at this point no 
Christian denomination, organ-
ization or group had put their 
support behind this document. 
Either it has not become pub-

lic enough or AI is not on the 
church radar. Christians should 
be in the forefront of argu-
ing for the ethical use of AI. 
This document (like Asimov’s 
three laws of Robotics) may 
not be perfect or complete, but 
Christians should be active-
ly engaged in discussions on 
the implications of this rapid-
ly developing technology, how 
to use it ethically and partner-
ing with others to prevent the 
abuse of these powerful com-
puter capabilities. Of course, no 
denomination should endorse 
such a document without care-
ful study, which may also lead 
to improvements in these evolv-
ing attempts to ethically control 
the rapidly developing Artificial 
Intelligence Systems. However, 
as Christians we need to have 
these discussions. I particularly 
look forward to seeing how our 
Christian higher educational in-
stitutions are exploring princi-
ples that will permit us to work 
with this technology in ways 
that respect others and so give 
glory to God. 

THE FINAL FRONTIER
TOM WOLTHUIS  |  tomwolthuis@gmail.com

Tom  is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church and the Director of Geneva 
Campus Ministry at the University of Iowa.

“SPACE: THE FINAL FRONTIER.” 
These words characterizing the 
voyage of the Starship Enterprise 
will sound familiar to Star Trek 
fans. The original series rode the 
scientific and cultural optimism of 
the late 1960’s. “To explore strange 
new worlds. To seek out new life 
and new civilizations. To boldly go 
[famous split infinitive] where no 
man [sic] has gone before,” in con-
trast to the Empire wars of the next 
generation of Star Wars.

For some, “frontier” is nostalgic, 
a longing for home. For others, it is 
tragic, the loss of home. “Frontier” 
in its original usage has both, as the 
prow of a ship heading to land or 
the front rank of an army heading 
to battle. This contrast characterizes 
the human voyage.

BABEL
Scripture gives strange expression 
to the human enterprise in Genesis 
10 and 11. Nimrod sets the stage 
for Babel. Nimrod is characterized 

as a mighty warrior and hunter who 
built the early imperial cities. His 
name became a slogan of praise 
by generations, like we add “the 
Great” to the names of Alexander 
and Catherine. Yet God’s judgment 
is different.

God’s judgment comes at Babel. 
The attitude of the human enter-
prise is to use our technology to 
“build ourselves a city, with a tow-
er that reaches to the heavens, so 
that we may make a name for our-
selves” (Gen. 11:4). This took place 
in Shinar, the land of Nimrod and 
the empires of Assyria and Baby-
lonia, the great enemies of God’s 
people Israel. 

Babel, the same word as “Baby-
lon,” in their Akkadian language 
meant “Gate of the Gods.” The 
Babylonians thought they were the 
connection between the divine and 
the human, and they were famous 
for their Ishtar Gate through which 
all captives had to journey. Ishtar 
was the Babylonian goddess of 

war and sex, the drive behind con-
quest. Babel is about human em-
pire-building disguised as the work 
of the divine. 

EMPIRES
All empires have their divine propa-
ganda. The Greeks were spreading 
Hellenism, their humanistic cul-
ture. The Romans were bringing 
the “Pax Romana” through war 
and oppression. The Spanish Con-
quistadors brought missionaries, 
as did the French, the British and 
the Americans. Multinational cor-
porations bring prosperity through 
enslaving labor and environmental 
devastation. Empires talk a good 
game, but at heart strive to “make a 
name for ourselves.” 

The Lord comes down to see this 
little tower of human arrogance. 
The Lord sees it as humans impos-
ing their will and way on others, 
controlling and restraining human 
diversity and development. The 
Lord restrains empires. The Lord 
changes the name from “God’s 
gate” to “Babel,” unintelligible gib-
berish, but this judgment is not the 
end of the voyage.

Babel sets the stage for Abra-
ham, the Father of Nations, through 
whom “all peoples on earth will be 
blessed” (Gen. 12:3). This began a 

new enterprise, a long voyage with failures, conflicts and crises, but a new 
mission, a mission of the Kingdom of God. Israel, as did the Christian 
church, often confused its mission with that of empires. When this hap-
pened, the empires won. At the cross it seemed like the empire had won, 
but God came down and confused the stone placers again.

THE FINAL FRONTIER
The final frontier is to go and gather, to go and teach, in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. This is to explore and give, not to conquer and take. We can 
only do this in God’s Spirit, not the human spirit. As the Pentecost story 
shows, God’s Spirit communicates in diversity, “declaring the wonders of 
God in our own tongues” (Acts 2:11). The final frontier is to love cultural 
diversity, “members of every tribe and language and people and nation” 
(Rev. 5:9), to learn, to communicate the good news, to “live long and pros-
per,” not to force everyone to be like us.

“’Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty” 
(Zech. 4:6). 
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ON MARCH 6, SEVERAL HUNDRED PEOPLE GATHERED in Redeemer 
University’s auditorium to participate in a panel discussion about Rene-
gotiating Faith, a report that has emerged from a research partnership 
between the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC), Power to Change 
– Students, InterVarsity, Youth for Christ and Truth Matters Ministries. 
Subtitled “The Delay in Young Adult Identity Formation and What it 
Means for the Church in Canada,” the report investigated 18-28-year-olds 
as they transition from high school to the next stages of life. This study 
is a direct response to the Hemorrhaging Faith report of 2011, which 
explored why young adults are leaving the church in such large num-
bers – and, alarmingly, not returning to the faith later in life. In contrast, 
the Renegotiating Faith study focuses on those who choose to maintain 
their faith commitments. Recognizing that Hemorrhaging Faith did not 
answer the question “What can we do about it?,” this study asks “How 
can we help young adults who are transitioning from high school to the 
next phase in life, wherever they are headed, stay connected to church 
and faith?” 

The focus of the Redeemer event was an overview of the report present-
ed by Rick Hiemstra (Director of Research and Media Relations for the 
EFC) and a panel discussion moderated by Syd Hielema, director of Faith 
Formations Ministries for the Christian Reformed Church. The panel in-
cluded Hiemstra, Lesli Van Milligan (Faith Formation Ministries), Karmyn 
Bokma (lead pastor at the Meeting House in Oakville, Ontario), and Ken 
Herfst (Assistant Professor of Ministry, Redeemer University College).

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The Renegotiating Faith study surveyed over 2,000 young adult respon-
dents and 1,500 ministry workers. It built on developmental psychologist 
Erik Erikson’s (1968) identification of the eight stages of psychosocial 
development, particularly focusing on stage 5, Identity vs. Role Confu-
sion. For Erikson, the key turning point of stage five is making a career 
choice: identity is formed when you define your role in your community. 
Later research recognizes that as modern society has developed, deciding 
on a career has become more difficult for many young adults, a pattern 
that has resulted in both delayed career identification and delayed identity 
formation. As a result, we have seen an increase in the number of young 
adults who are experiencing both extended adolescence (up to age 28, 
according to some studies) and emerging adulthood (in recent decades, 
adulthood has been delayed by 5-7 years).

In order to become our own person, we need to differentiate ourselves 
from our family of origin. Differentiation can be complex for emerging 
adults when some of them are not yet positioned to find a new job, family 
or home. One of the ways a young adult can differentiate themselves from 

RENEGOTIATING FAITH
How can parents and churches help young adults stay connected to their faith?  |  Sean Schat

their parents is by their faith. Some 
young adults leave the church be-
cause it is one of the ways they can 
differentiate themselves from their 
parents. And once they leave, they 
often do not return.

NOW WHAT? 
Churches need to ensure that young 
adults have the capacity to develop 
adult roles and identity while their 
support communities are present. 
While the study provides many re-
sources, a number of implications 
are worth considering here:

1.  Ensuring that faith commit-
ment is not part of the differ-
entiation process. A young 
adult needs to be a member 
of a faith community, not just 
a family. Then when young 
adults develop their identi-
ty apart from their parents, 
leaving their parents’ faith be-
hind is not an obvious step. If 
young adults in our churches 
have opportunities to become 
integral members of the faith 
community, they can better 
negotiate a Christian identity 
of their own. 

2.  Encouraging intergeneration-
al interactions. Churches need 
to explore how different gen-
erations can experience life 
together through things like 
community events, shared 
meals, service opportunities 
and so on. Consistent with 
our baptismal vows, par-
ents should not be the only 
adults who are influencing the 
emerging faith of children and 
young people

3.  Identifying gifts. One of the 
key elements of identity de-
velopment is recognizing 
one’s gifts, and finding a place 
where one’s gifts and passions 
can be used – both for person-
al fulfilment and for Kingdom 
service. Parents and others at 
church need to recognize and 
affirm the gifts of children and 
young people, naming them 
and providing opportunities 
for them to be used. 

4.  Developing a mentoring cul-
ture. Young adults crave adult 
relationships and influence 
but often don’t have opportu-

nities to interact with many 
adults beyond parents, teach-
ers, youth leaders and coach-
es. In the panel discussion, 
Van Milligan made a careful 
distinction between estab-
lishing mentorship programs 
and the need for an authentic 
mentorship culture. Such a 
culture can start when adults 
ask: Is there a young adult in 
my congregation with whom I 
share similar interests? How 
can we collaborate?

5.  Encouraging the transition 
to the next Christian com-
munity. We have an oppor-
tunity to help young adults 
transition into new Christian 
communities. There is only 
one church, even though 
it manifests itself in many 
buildings, denominations and 
communities. Which building 
and community will young 
adults attend when they tran-
sition from high school? How 
can they find them? Is your 
local church the next Chris-
tian community for emerging 
adults?

6.  Don’t put all your eggs in the 
ministry programs basket. 
Churches need to prioritize 
extending their vision for 
youth and young adult min-
istry beyond their traditional 
programs. 

MOVING FORWARD
As the panel discussion came to an 
end, a youth leader from a small 
church asked the panel: “What can 
we do?” The pain and desperation 
in her voice was potent. While the 
Renegotiating Faith report pro-
vides ample fodder for discussion, 
Hiemstra ended with two import-
ant suggestions. First, he noted that 
most church youth groups end their 
programs in June. He suggested 
that churches should extend their 
youth programs to Thanksgiving, 
ensuring that a support communi-
ty and opportunities for dialogue 
and interaction remain in place as 
many of the senior members of 
the youth program transition to a 
new community. Secondly, Hiem-
stra suggested that church leaders 
should require that their youth 

leaders network with other people, 
and create support systems to en-
sure that this happens. Those who 
are called to lead youth ministry in 
our churches must be encouraged 
and even required to attend confer-
ences and form support networks 
with other youth leaders in order 
to share resources and serve as 
sounding boards. He specifically 
drew attention to connecting with 
existing initiatives in local uni-
versities (intervarsity programs, 
chaplains, etc.), as well as drawing 
on existing expertise, such as Re-
deemer and Faith Formation Min-
istries, as well as churches that are 
experiencing some success in these 
areas (such as the Meeting House). 

In my work as an educational 
leader and teacher, I have had 
countless interactions with young 
people concerning issues of faith, 
particularly as a high school Bi-
ble teacher. It is clear to me that 
emerging adults crave adult rela-
tionships and authentic dialogue. 
Many young adults take their 
faith very seriously. But many of 
my former students struggled to 
find a meaningful forum for ex-
ploring issues of faith and find-
ing ways to live out their faith 
within the context of their own 
faith communities. It is okay if 
they join another church. It is not 
okay if they walk away from their 
faith. Our churches need to do a 
better job of ensuring that church 
members of all ages have oppor-
tunities to wrestle with, embody 
and practice their faith. 

Sean Schat

Sean is a former high school 
Bible teacher and educational 
leader. He now serves as assis-
tant professor of education at 
Redeemer University College.

Dig deeper

The Renegotiating Faith 
report is available online at 

p2c.com/renegotiating-faith. 
At network.crcna.org, the 

Christian Reformed church 
engages the report and 

provides a helpful resource 
on the importance of 

mentorship. 
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European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
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Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978
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     1 Keefer Road

  St. Catharines ON  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca
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 Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3
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Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church St.  St. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

hulseandenglish.com
 Holly Rousseau - Managing Director

Serving the community over150 years

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
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DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / 
CHOCOLATE / TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St., St. Catharines ON L2N 4N8
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ramakersimports@bellnet.ca
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GARY VAN EYK CPA,CMA 
  Chartered Professional Accountant
  Accounting - Tax - Financial Consulting

201- 50 Lakeport Rd.,
           St. Catharines ON L2N 4P7

 Ph: 905-646-7331     Fax: 905-646-0951

E-mail: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
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           meesterinsurance.com

The business directory ads are 2.4068 by 1.6708 inches - can that be 
simplified? 
Will send individually and also greyscale ones in proper .pdfs when I 
know these are ok.  
They are currently for the second issue of the month but can put 4 in one 
issue and 4 in another or so when there are two issues in the month.
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menu at the bottom of the page 
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ACCOUNTING CLERK
Wholesale nursery looking for an Accounting Clerk to assist the Controller in our day-to-
day accounting, finance, and general administrative activities. Confidentiality, excellent 
organizational skills and attention to detail are critical qualifications for this role, as well as 
good customer relations and strong written and oral communication skills. The ideal can-
didate for this position is a multitasker with excellent accounting knowledge and business 
judgement and a commitment to excellent customer service and meeting deadlines.
Duties and Responsibilities:

• Performing full cycle bookkeeping processes (A/P, A/R, Bank reconciliations etc.)
• Preparing monthly statements, including trial balances cash flow, profit and loss state-
ments and balance sheets

• Processing payroll and preparation of remittances
• Maintaining staff files, including time sheet monitoring, vacation and sick day records, 
other taxable benefits

• Maintaining and preparing Excel spreadsheets
• Preparing / filing WSIB reports and remittances
• Preparing / filing HST, T4’s and remittances
• Preparing accounting records for corporation year ends

Qualifications Required:
• 2+ years of full cycle bookkeeping experience
• Experience using Sage Business Vision an asset
• Excellent general computer skills including Microsoft Office and cloud-based systems
• Demonstrated ability to identify problems and implement solutions
• Demonstrated ability to manage multiple tasks and meet deadlines

Skills Required
• Strong interpersonal skills, able to interact well with a variety of people
• Highly detailed-oriented with a high degree of accuracy
• Excellent time management, multi-tasking ability and strong analytical skills
• A high degree of honesty, integrity, discretion and confidentiality is required

Remuneration will be commensurate with experience and qualifications, including a 
complete benefits package. Resumes can be emailed to hr@willowbrooknurseries.com , 
dropped off between the hours of 7:30-5:00 Monday to Friday, or mailed to the attention of 
Human Resources at:

Willowbrook Nurseries Inc.
935 Victoria Ave.

Fenwick, ON  L0S 1C0
(No phone calls please) We thank you for your application, however only those considered 
will be notified.

JOB POSTING
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Next issue dates: June 10 (one issue in 
June), July 8 & 22,

VACATION
HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION  
IN HOLLAND 
with vehicle rentals and tours. 
chestnutlane.nl

PALESTINE/ISRAEL
Examing the narratives

Ineke Medcalf-Strayer is a former Ecu-
mentical Accompanier who worked in 
the South Hebron Hills of the occupied 
Palestinian territories (oPt). 
She speaks to churches and groups and 
works with Jews, Muslims and Christians 
to bring about a just solution based on In-
ternational law and Geneva Conventions.
To book Ineke for your group, email 
imedcalf45@gmail.com or phone 
905-937-3314.

OBITUARY
ROSEBOOM, Geert 
Geert passed away on April 6, 2019, in his 91st year. He will 
be lovingly remembered by (Janke) Jane Smit, his partner in 
marriage since 1954, and his children and grandchildren:

Frederick & Diane – Ottawa
Lincoln & Corinne – Ottawa

Benjamin, Caleb, Leah and their mother, Joan 
Jane & Hank Beeksma – Calgary

Jannika & Drew, Jacob, Fay-Anne and daughter Nova 
Ferdinand – Renfrew

Also survived by three brothers and a sister all living in the 
Netherlands with their spouses.
Geert immigrated to Canada in 1952, living for a while on 
the outskirts of Ottawa on the Frank Ryin Farm. Coming 
back to Renfrew he soon began a long career with the maintenance department of the Bon-
nechere Manor Nursing Home. He has continued his diverse handyman skills in cheerful 
service to his family and church community. He will be missed by one and all.

“What no eye has seen, no ear has heard and that which never entered men’s mind 
has God prepared for those he loveth”.  I Cor. 2:9

Correspondence: J. Roseboom
  488 Raglan St S., Renfrew ON  K7V 1RS

BRINKMAN, Alida Catherina

Celebrating her 98th birthday, D.V., on 
May 23, 2019.
Much loved mother of six sons and four 
daughters, numerous in-laws (and out-
laws) some 36 grandchildren who call her 
Oma, and more great-grandchildren than 
we can count!
Address: Alida Brinkman 
   Rm 223, Glenhill Strathaven 
   264 King St E., 
   Bowmanville ON L1C 1P9  

BIRTHDAYS
SLOFSTRA, Lammert

1924                 June 27              2019
Enerveld, Drente              Surrey, B.C.                              

 Look who's turning 95!
LAMMERT SLOFSTRA

We thank God that our “on the move” Dad, 
Grandpa and Great Grandpa, who still miss-
es his beloved Alice, continues to be healthy, 
active and a huge blessing to his family, 
friends and the Elim Village community.
With love and congratulations from his kids

Peter and Marja Slofstra
Bert and Diane Slofstra
Grace and Bill Hoogland
John and Fran Slofstra
Jane and Jack Bosman

his grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Open House: The Oasis, 2nd floor

Elim Village, Surrey B.C.
Sat. June 29, 10 a.m.–noon

Address: Elim Village, Apt. 304
                 9030-158 Street
                 Surrey BC V4N 5G4
Email: lammertslofstra@shaw.ca
Phone: 1-604-503-4306

ANNIVERSARY
VOOGD, Gerald and Joanne 

1959 – June 26 – 2019
“The one who calls you is faithful 

and he will do it.” 1 Thessalonians 5:24

It is with thankfulness that we celebrate the 
60th Wedding Anniversary of our parents 
and grandparents, Gerald and Joanne Voogd.

Congratulations can be mailed to 
8381 - 14th Ave, Burnaby BC V3N 2C2
or emailed to gerjovoogd@gmail.com.
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NOTEWORTHY
CC writers, designers (and readers!) win multiple awards.  

CHRISTIAN COURIER WON a record 10 awards at the Canadian Church 
Press convention this year, held in Winnipeg from May 1-3. CC 
writers received six awards for material published in 2018, including 
four first place certificates, while CC’s designers were recognized 
with four awards for their skill with layout and design. 

The Canadian Church Press has members from over 50 publications 
representing a wide variety of denominations. Editor Angela Reitsma 
Bick travelled to Winnipeg for the award ceremony and joint 
conference with Christian Week. 

Best of all, one award belongs to you – our readers! – for submitting 
the stories and photographs of handmade items used in “Handcrafted 
by You,” which took third place in the Photo Essay category! 
Congratulations! 

CC appreciates the support of its subscribers, donors and advertisers 
who enable the publication to continue producing award-winning, 
distinctly Reformed journalism.

FIRST PLACE AWARDS 
News Story – “The Restorer of 
Women” by Maaike VanderMeer, 
Nov. 12.
Features – “The Corpus of James 
K.A. Smith: Worldview Made Flesh” 
by Peter Schuurman, Feb. 12.
Column – “Two Trees” and other 
columns by Katie Munnik, Nov. 26.
Personal Experience – “Open 

Windows” by Sonya VanderVeen 
Feddema, July 21.
Feature Layout and Design – “The 
Corpus of James K.A. Smith” by 
Naomi Francois, Feb. 12.
Original Artwork – “Island Lake 
Caribou” by Alan Dhingra, Dec. 10.

SECOND PLACE AWARDS
Editorial – “The Best Laid Plans” by 
Angela Reitsma Bick, April 23. 
Layout and Design – The Christmas 
issue by Kevin Tamming and Naomi 
Francois, Dec. 10.

THIRD PLACE AWARDS
Media Review – “Robinson’s Rich 
Vision” by Philip Christman, Oct. 8. 
Photo Essay – “Handcrafted by You” 
by Kathryn DeRuijter, May 28.  

CANADA IS A BEAUTIFUL, 
SPRAWLING COUNTRY. As the 
second largest in the world, it 
sometimes feels like the East 
and West coasts are worlds 
apart! But our coat of arms 
and even the two red bars on 
our flag remind us of the verse 
from Psalm 72 that “he shall 
have dominion from sea to sea” 
(as Al Wolters explained in 
2017). Despite Canada’s size, 
our prayer is that Christ’s love 
would permeate every part of 
our country, from sea to sea. 

And this small publication 
has a role to play in that call-
ing! 

One reader puts it this way: 
“As a Western Canadian read-
er, I really value the perspec-
tive Christian Courier gives 
me of the broader scope of 
Canada. I get a picture of what 
is happening all across the 

country. I love the connection 
it gives me.”

Christian Courier is a 
nation-wide newspaper with 
readers and writers from coast 
to coast! 

We are currently in the mid-
dle of a subscription drive to 
reach more readers, with a goal 
of 200 new print subscribers by 
June 15. Consider giving a gift 
subscription to someone who 
lives far from you. Let Chris-
tian Courier be a connecting 
point between you and your 
loved ones!

New subscriptions are only 
$55! ($10 off) for 

20 issues/one year. 
10 issues/6 months: $35

christiancourier.ca
subs@christiancourier.ca

1-800-275-9185
Designer Naomi Francois with her award.

CC connects Canadians

News




