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is scarce, making West Atlantan 
residents extremely vulnerable 
to the toxic and chronic effects 
of poverty. Lathrop works as a 
health care practitioner at the 
Good Samaritan Health Center, 
and Squires lived nearly a de-
cade in one of the city’s poorest 
neighbourhoods. Their stories 
depict the racial inequity, historic 
injustice and cycles of poverty 
that comprise social determinants 
of health, but these two women 
also highlight stories of hope, 
determined that restoration and 
redistribution are possible. 

JOURNEY TO THE INNER CITY
Both Squires and Lathrop have 
worked extensively in research-
ing and understanding social de-

HERE’S A STARTLING FACT: YOUR POSTAL CODE matters more than 
your genetic code in determining your life-span. Recent research into 
the “social gradient of health” links societal status with health status 
and mortality, proving that chronic stress from factors like poverty, 
unemployment and violence can lead to toxic stress and contribute to 
disease. That’s the central finding of How Neighborhoods Make Us 
Sick, a new book by Christian health care practitioners Breanna Lath-
rop and Veronica Squires. Christian Courier interviewed the authors 
to learn more about their vision for restoring health and wellness to 
our communities.

We are called to care for the poor, the widow and the foreigner. Yet 
in Canada, one in seven people live in poverty (1.3 million of these 
are children), 13 percent of the population lives in a state of food in-
security, and over 150,000 Canadians are homeless on any given day. 
Lathrop and Squires challenge us to consider how we respond to the 
basic health needs of our neighbours. Both authors have immersed 
themselves in caring for some of the most vulnerable people in a re-
source-depleted community in West Atlanta, Georgia, and are rooted 
in the belief that God loves all his children and desires equity for all. 
Sadly, people in this area of the city have a life expectancy 13 years 
lower than the national average. Crime is rampant and employment 

HOW MANY OF YOUR SPECIAL 
memories take place alongside 
water? Casting a fishing line 
into a lake with a grandparent, 
splashing in the waves with cous-
ins, leaping through a sprinkler 
with friends, taking in a sunset 
on a shoreline. The earth’s waters 
point to the glory of God. Take a 
moment and look at photographs 
of Can Cristales River in Colum-
bia, Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe, 
Mekong River in Southeast Asia, 
Perito Moreno Glacier in Argen-
tina, or turquoise Peyto Lake in 
Alberta.  

Beyond the beauty of the earth’s 
water, the importance of clean 
water is something all humans 
understand. Twenty percent of the 
world’s freshwater is contained 
in Canada’s rivers, streams, lakes 
and wetlands. We need water for 
survival and also for everyday life 
like cooking, cleaning, agricul-
ture and even flushing the toilet. 
Water is vital for survival. 

We find the importance of wa-

ter in Scripture, too. The prophet 
Amos lived in a time of economic 
prosperity. The rich forgot their 
call and oppressed the poor. “The 
Lord, the Lord God Almighty 
says . . . Let justice roll like a river, 
righteousness like a never-failing 
stream” (Amos 5:16, 24). Align-
ing one’s heart to the example of 
Jesus’ care for others was equated 
with living water.

PRECARIOUS ACCESS
For many people in the world 
access to clean water is a life or 
death situation. According to the 
World Health Organization and 
UNICEF, 2.1 billion people lack 
safely managed drinking sourc-
es. Every day, 600 children die 
due to diarrhea caused by unsafe 
water or poor sanitation. Globally, 
women are put in compromising 
situations as they walk for clean 
water daily, missing opportunities 
for education and employment. 
There are 263 transboundary 
lakes and river basins. Countries 

INVISIBLE FENCES
Responding to health inequity and injustice in our communities. |  Eva Joosse

WATER OF LIFE
World Water Day March 22 affirms clean water as a 
human right.  |  Lisa Van Engen

Continued on page 3

Access to clean water is a justice issue.
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Both women desperately believe 
in finding better ways to help. 

TANDEM WORK
“We need to recognize the power 
and beauty in doing the work of 
restoring equity and helping our 
vulnerable neighbors,” Squires 
says. “Change often causes ten-
sion, and we do not need to run 
from that tension, but to embrace 
the tension and be part of the 
healing.” 

In fact, the overall theme of 
the interview was one of encour-
agement, to empower all of us as 
brothers and sisters who respond 
to Jesus’ call to enfold all people 
in the support systems that benefit 
the health of individuals and com-
munities. “We want to speak pos-
itively to the folks who are in the 
trenches,” Lathrop says, “and to 
offer them encouragement. Let’s 
speak honestly to acknowledge 
that the work is hard, the political 
climate may be challenging, the 
news may be difficult, and there 
are often reasons to be discour-
aged, but part of our work is cul-
tivating hope which is prompted 
by our faith as we work in tandem 
with the Lord.”

Do churches actually care about 
the poverty that exists around 
them?

“Churches can begin by ac-
knowledging that we live in a 
broken world, lamenting that re-
ality,” Lathrop says, “but then 
challenging us all to consider, 
‘Who are we in society? And how 
can we engage in the restoration 
of all of God’s people to equity?’” 
In response to Luke 6:37-38, 
Squires encourages “the opportu-
nity to be relationally generous, to 
pour out as much love as possible, 
and to partner with one another in 
strengthening communities. This 
also applies to how the church 
sometimes views poor neighbor-
hoods and their residents. We talk 
in the book about the idea of the 
‘deserving poor,’ and how we of-
ten require good behavior before 
extending charity, but what if we 
just tried relational generosity as 
our first move . . . and see what 
happens?” 

nearby shootings, broken side-
walks and 18 attempted break-
ins. Though their housemates 
soon moved out, Squires and her 
husband stayed nine years, until 
the strain of living in an impover-
ished zip code left her fighting off 
severe depression and recurring 
panic attacks. 

Lathrop had been passionate 
about health care from a young 
age. As a nurse at Good Samari-
tan, she now offers health care to 
people without insurance. 

“I spent years learning how to 
prescribe the right cure for the 
right illness,” she says, “only 
to learn I couldn’t prescribe the 
things my patients needed the 
most” – a new home for a teen 
being raped by her dad’s friend, 
a job for a schizophrenic moth-
er, a family for a new immigrant 
who needed a kidney (90). Both 
women are witnesses to how the 
trauma of poverty, the depletion 
of resources and insurmountable 
social and economic barriers 
negatively affect physical health. 

News

FENCES CONTINUED

Eva Joosse

Eva lives in Guelph, Ont., 
and has been inspired by 
this book to invest time in 
local programs that support 
healthy neighbourhoods.

After years of lived experience, Squires and Lathrop can offer ex-
cellent suggestions for individual, community and national action 
towards health equity.

Listen: How are you actively listening to people outside your so-
cial circle and immediate community? Expose yourself to ideas 
that are outside of your experience. When you are trying to help, 
first listen to those you seek to help. Position yourself by under-
standing that people know what they need.
Invest: Locate the low-income neighbourhoods in your area and 
invest in them. Donate to a local organization that has a meaningful 
impact in that community. Advocate for decisions that strengthen 
those communities.
Volunteer: Commit to long-term support and lay aside what might 
feel or look better for you. Ask them what they need and be faith-
ful in your serving.
Work: Consider pursuing a career that enables you to contrib-
ute to a healthier community. You might run a youth-mentoring 
program or develop a thriving business that employs individuals 
leaving prison. Share your skills, take time to teach others, and 
promote health equity in your livelihood.
Encourage: Seek to better the lives of people through encourage-
ment. Model kindness in interactions and be present when given 
the opportunity to listen or walk alongside someone else in a hard 
place. Invest in young people; find opportunities for mentorship.
Engage: Change cannot happen without individuals engaging in 
policy decision-making. Challenge your congregation to be advo-
cates for the oppressed and disadvantaged neighbourhoods in your 
city. Challenge yourself in your lifestyle choices by asking – Will 
this decision make my neighbours, particularly those in low in-
come communities, healthier?

‘What can I do?’

Breanna Lathrop (left) and Veronica Squires at their book launch last month.

terminants to good health. They 
define these invisible fences as 
“the conditions of our neighbour-
hood, our jobs, our education and 
the social structures surrounding 
us,” which “have a direct impact 
on health status and life expec-
tancy” (23). 

Squires’s journey to the inner 
city of Atlanta began shortly af-
ter she graduated from universi-

ty. With another young couple, 
she and her husband purchased a 
home in one of the city’s roughest 
neighbourhoods, confident that 
they could have a positive influ-
ence in their new community. 
Two years later they were “scared 
and weary” from the “scraping of 
our ideals against the harder reali-
ties of our chosen neighborhood,” 
including mountains of trash, 

The Good Sam clinic runs a one-acre urban farm, making fresh food accessible  in a “food desert.” 
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sometimes disagree about equi-
table water allocation. War and 
conflict hinder access to clean 
water to people groups. 

Changes in climate that bring 
about drought and weather ex-
tremes also contribute to access 
to clean water. Poor infrastructure 
makes access precarious, as we 
saw during the Flint Water Crisis 
in Flint, Michigan in the United 
States. Since 2015, California has 
experienced periodic mandatory 
statewide restrictions of water us-
age. Many First Nations commu-
nities in Canada have long-term 
boil-water advisories due to inad-
equate treatment facilities. 

When demand for clean water 
exceeds earth’s ability to provide 
it for everyone, we find ourselves 
facing water scarcity. Citizens 
in the developed nations are not 
used to facing depleted resourc-
es and the challenges that would 
bring. Clean water access is an 
important justice issue of our time. 

Where need arises, there is also 
hope. We can learn about innova-
tion and conservation efforts. In 
response, as people of faith, we 
have the capacity to contribute to 
efforts committed to clean water 
accessibility to everyone. 

START AT HOME
We can begin with personal con-
sumption. Work as a family to 
identify all the ways you use wa-
ter throughout the day. Name all 
the places where you can access 
water in your home. Brainstorm 
ways you can conserve water: use 
reusable water bottles, reuse wa-
ter for outdoor watering, purchase 
high-efficiency appliances, check 
for leaky faucets and inefficient 
toilets, harvest rainwater and 
consume less electricity. Make 
one water source in your home 
off-limits for a day. Talk about 
how it feels have to go out of your 
way to access water. How do you 
use water differently if it takes 
more time and effort to access it? 
How can your family use water in 

a way that honours God?
Expand to local water conser-

vation efforts. Find an organi-
zation in your community that 
practices conservation to support. 
Take time to clean up areas of 
water access near to you. Commit 
to drinking just water for a set 
amount of time and donate the 
money you would have spent for 
coffee, juice or other drinks to an 
organization that supports clean 
water. Educate your neighbours. 
Celebrate World Water Day on 
March 22 each year. Make water 
conservation a way of life in your 
community. 

Finally, look outward to the 
global world to nonprofits ad-
dressing access to clean water. 
Blood:Water does amazing work 
training grassroots leaders in the 
areas they work. The Last Well 
brings together organizations 
working toward clean water in 
Liberia. Splash studies water sys-
tems of international businesses 
and hotels and replicates those 
systems in places lacking clean 
water. Life:Straw is a straw-like 
filter to purify water. The Hip-
po Roller allows people to trans-
port water with greater efficiency. 
WaterAid works in 35 different 
countries bringing clean water 
and sanitation. Explore nonprofit 
organizations committed to clean 
water access. 

PROTECTION
Perhaps we can also learn from 
First Nation elders. The chil-

dren’s book The Water Walker, 
tells the story of Ojibwe Grand-
mother Josephine Mandamin. 
She has walked around all the 
Great Lakes, over 10,000 miles, 
reminding others to protect water 
for future generations. Mandamin 
and others who joined her be-
came known as the Mother Earth 
Walkers. Educating others about 
water scarcity, pollution and con-
servation expands the impact of 
our efforts. 

Jeremiah 2:13 says, “My peo-
ple have committed two sins: 
They have forsaken me, the 
spring of living water, and have 
dug their own cistern, broken cis-
terns that cannot hold water.” A 
cistern is a tank for holding water. 

A cracked cistern is useless be-
cause water leaks out and soaks 
into the earth, where it can’t be 
used. When we think about only 
ourselves, the less we think about 
the people God has put in our 
lives. Our world becomes narrow 
and focused inward. Our love for 
others leaks out, and we become 
much like a cracked cistern, dried 
up and unusable. When our hearts 
are filled with love for Jesus, we 
become a fountain of living water. 

Our love overflows, and we can 
offer it up to others. 

When we help others – working 
to give them access to clean water 

– they can also know the living 
water of hope that is Jesus. 

Lisa Van Engen

Lisa is the author of the newly 
released And Social Justice 
for All: Empowering Fami-
lies, Churches, and Schools 
to Make a Difference in the 
World. 

WATER CONTINUED

YOUNG PEOPLE:
Clean Water for Elirose by Ariah Fine
The Water Walker by Joanne Robertson
The Water Princess by Susan Verde
Water for Africa: Bringing Hope and Love to a Thirsty Nation by 
Natalie McNee
A Cool Drink of Water by Barbara Kerley
One Well: The Story of Water on Earth by Rochelle Strauss
Ryan and Jimmy: And the Well from Africa That Brought Them 
Together by Herb Shoveller
A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 

ADULTS:
Drinking Water: A History by James Salzman
One Thousand Wells by Jena Lee Nardella
The Ripple Effect by Alex Prud’homme
Thirst: A Story of Redemption, Compassion, and a Mission to 
Bring Clean Water to the World by Scott Harrison

Read more about clean water

The UN’s theme for 2019 is “Water for All,” based on its Sustainable Development Goal 6: clean water available to everyone by 2030.

God, thank you for the clean water we have to drink and use. 
We pray for clean water for everyone on our planet. Help us care 
for the water we have. Show us where we can make a difference 
in the work of bringing clean water and sanitation to those who 
don’t have access. When we offer the gift of clean water, help 
others feel your light and hope. Amen. 

Prayer
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HOPPING THE RIVER BANK students engage those formed in 
other traditions, hoping to culti-
vate respect, clarify differences, 
cooperate for the common good, 
and develop in our students a 
rooted Christian cosmopolitan-
ism – literally “world citizen-
ship.” 

Our lives can settle down into 
some fairly predictable routines, 
often caught in the same circles 
of association. This applies to 
both the working class and pro-
fessionals, and most assuredly to 
academics. Our lives flow in set-
tled river beds, and concentrated 
intention is necessary to hop the 
river bank and experience the 
current in strange waters beyond. 

This can develop empathy. “It 
was a reminder that other peo-
ple are just as convicted as I am 
about their religion and sharing 
those beliefs with others.” Said 
another, “I learned . . . most peo-
ple are just trying to comprehend 
life.”

It also invites surprise. “I 
learned other religions are not 
stupid and have a valid reason 
to believe they are correct. They 
have brilliant apologists just as 
we do – and their own systematic 
theologies. They were more com-

plex than I assumed.”
“I felt like I learned to be a bet-

ter Christian when self-reflecting 
after this encounter,” wrote an-
other student. “I now see other 
religions as a sign of God’s gen-
eral revelation and an attempt to 
explain the sense of the divine 
that rests in all of us.”

General revelation is what the 
Belgic Confession calls the “first 
book” of God’s self-disclosure to 
us – his creation. The “sense of 
the divine that rests in all of us” 
is what Calvin called the “sensus 
divinitatus” – the part of the hu-
man condition that hard-wires us 
for God. When the external dis-
play of God’s glory couples with 
the internal intuition of his pres-
ence, “he is not far from any one 
of us” (Acts. 17:27). The heart 
may be a factory of idols, but 
God’s providence ensures “all 
creatures are so completely in his 
hand” (Lord’s Day 10). 

Peter Schuurman

Peter Schuurman

Peter is Executive Director of 
Global Scholars Canada, and 
author of the forthcoming 
The Subversive Evangelical: 
The Ironic Charisma of an 
Irreligious Megachurch.

developed a one-acre urban farm 
that now produces 13,000 lbs of 
produce nearly year-round, sold 
daily to patients and community 
members. “The farm,” Squires 
says, “is the solution to the health 
conditions we are treating inside.” 

ROOTED IN FAITH
Every year on Good Friday, Lu-
theran pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber 
goes with members of her church 
to a site of recent violence in their 
city, bearing tulips and a cross. 
“We bring the holy things of the 
church onto the holy streets of 
the city because on some level, 
the violence and despair of Good 
Friday is still a human reality,” 
she says. And in believing that 
God was there during the cruci-
fixion of his son, they affirm that 
he is also present when we suffer. 
They stand in the places where 
people have died in tragic and 
awful ways and sing an ancient 
chorus: “Holy God, holy and 
mighty, holy and immortal, have 

WOULDN’T YOU LIKE TO TAKE PETER SCHUURMAN’S WORLD Reli-
gions class? I would! The two goals of Christian education that he 
cites should be requisites for all of us post-graduation – for anyone 
living as an adult Christian in the world today. Rooted in faith and 
skeptical of our own virtue, engage with those from other traditions 
and cooperate for the common good. Amen? Amen!

Let me share three examples I’ve come across recently – living cur-
ricula. I’m certain you could help me find a few more! 

ENGAGE WITH OTHERS
When Jessica Cohn of Vaughn, Ontario, wanted to expose her eight-
year-old twins to new cultures, she posted a request on Facebook ask-
ing for wedding invitations from strangers. And it worked! The Cohn 
family was invited to nine local weddings that year, including Italian, 
Philippine, Jamaican and Orthodox Jewish. Each one was celebrated 
differently according to the family’s customs and traditions. Now it’s 
easier for the twins to “identify with the people around them,” Cohn 
told CBC News. She’s given them a beautiful gift through these new 
experiences. (No travel necessary! It was all free!) And it probably 
helped develop the same empathy that Peter’s students discovered. 

THE COMMON GOOD
When Breanna Lathrop started working at a health care clinic for unin-
sured clients (as Eva Joosse wrote about on page 1), she quickly realized 
that poverty, stress, trauma and food insecurity were root causes that 
couldn’t be solved with a prescription. So the Good Sam Health Clinic 

LIFE CLASSES FOR CHRISTIANS
Angela Reitsma Bick

Angela Reitsma Bick

Angela has been Editor of 
Christian Courier for 10 
years. The quotes above are 
from How Neighborhoods 
Make Us Sick and Accident-
al Saints. 

“DEEP DOWN INSIDE I’M WORRIED,” WROTE ONE STUDENT. “I KNOW 
they are not all terrorists. The visit has helped me see them as people, 
not a scary religion.”

One of the requirements in my World Religions class is that the 
students veer off campus and visit a mosque, temple, synagogue or 
gurdwara and experience a little of another faith group in its own ter-
ritory. The experience of being a guest, and a minority, offers a new 
opportunity for vulnerability and personal renewal.

“Rather than lies, many religions are the honest attempts of fallen 
people to make sense of the world,” wrote another student on the end 
of the year exam. All students are asked to write a few words about 
their experience in the class. “Unfortunately they come to wrong con-
clusions because the heart is a factory of idols and our knowledge of 
the universe is incomplete.”

There is a dual task in Christian education: first, to form students in 
our Christian tradition, coloured by Reformed values and practices. 
The “factory of idols” phrase is a quote from John Calvin. Schools 
with a professed Calvinist philosophy of education should teach – 
among other things – the basics of a Reformed worldview.

Please note that we can be quite selective in this endeavor, and in 
this particular phrase, Calvin meant not only are other people’s hearts 
a factory of idols, but so is our own. C. S. Lewis once wrote a prayer 
(“Footnote to all Prayers”) that petitions: 

“Taken at their word, all prayers blaspheme / Worshipping with frail 
images a folk-lore dream. . ..”

If Calvinism is anything, it is extremely skeptical of one’s own vir-
tue, not to mention one’s grasp of the big picture: indeed, “our knowl-
edge of the universe is incomplete.”

A second task in Christian education is equally important: to have 

mercy upon us.” 

‘GO AND DO LIKEWISE’
What do these three stories have in 
common? It has to do with move-
ment. There’s a sense, in each 
one, that love has put something 
into motion. After describing the 
actions of the Good Samaritan, 
Jesus’ advice for the law expert is 
to go and do likewise. 

And once we’re moving, God’s 
grace will pour down. Because we 
all take turns acting like the priest 
and like the Levite; and we all find 
ourselves as unexpectedly needy 
as the man who was robbed. 

“We never know when we ex-
perience Jesus in all of this,” 
Bolz-Weber says. “All that we 
have is a promise that Jesus is 
present in the meeting of needs 
and that his kingdom is here.”

Amen? Amen!  
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FAREWELL TO 
NOVA SCOTIA?
Apropos Andrew Regnerus’ arti-
cle on carbon tax (Dec. 10) and 
Dan Rupke’s reply to the article 
(Feb. 11), I would like invite all 
those who question or deny that 
climate change and global warm-
ing are real to come to Nova 
Scotia. In the Annapolis Valley, 
dikes that were first built by the 
French Acadians in the 17th and 
18th centuries have to be raised 
because of rising sea levels and 
increasingly violent storms. The 
UN has named the Isthmus of 
Chignecto, the narrow stretch 

of land that connects Nova Sco-
tia with New Brunswick and the 
rest of Canada, as one of two 
most vulnerable areas to climate 
change in North America. 

Gerry Gerrits 
Port Williams, N.S.

LOCAL LOYALTY
I am a church planter myself 
(“The Ties that Bind Part I,” Jan. 
14). It was actually the death of 
a Christian Reformed Church that 
gave us the financial stability we 
needed to launch over a longer 
period of time. We are still pret-
ty small, but financially viable at 

this time. Most members are not 
Dutch or CRC. We live in a ten-
sion where local loyalty probably 
out weighs denominational loyal-
ty. 

Our Classis has often struggled 
in church planting over the years. 
We also don’t have a big Dutch 
cluster. I am curious to hear your 
thoughts on how to be success-
ful where the natural clustering 
doesn’t exist. Can’t wait for [the 
follow up articles to] hear about 
resurrection.

Pastor Brad Vos
Battle Ground, Wash.

GATHER IN
“This requires us to set aside de-
structive distractions, partisan 
loyalties and divisive posturing. 
It will require submission to the 
Lord of the church universal” 
(“The Ties that Bind, Part II,” Jan. 
28). Bravo David!

Now if we believe this, we need 
to work at it . . . together.

The key to the Christian Re-
formed Church’s future is the 
Great Commission; not to say the 
CRC has not supported that, but 
you know . . . those folks out there 
are different; we are not sure if 
they will enfold into our way of 
thinking.

Can the CRCNA really buy into 
the idea we need to “gather in” 
outside of our comfort area? The 
Reformed faith is beautiful, but it 
requires a little head-work, and 
some folks find this head-work 
just a little too much. Can we en-
fold and keep our faith? I hope so. 

Two previous columns in Christian Courier, as well as a long 
letter, have asked good questions about investing (“Ethical gam-
bling?” by Bob Bruinsma, “Pro-planet Pensions” by Kathy Van-
dergrift, and “Can any investments be ethical?” by Anne Van Ar-
ragon). 

So CC asked two financial advisors to weigh in on this topic. 
“Investing, at its basic level,” Brent Vandermeer replied, “is 

simply the connection of people’s excess capital (their savings) 
with businesses that need capital. The markets are a mechanism 
to efficiently link these two groups of people on an ongoing basis. 
Yes, in the short term, markets can be erratic and flawed, but over 
longer periods of time I believe these flaws are removed and true 
value is recognized. 

“I believe that community is a better source of security than the 
markets. Investments are one tool in a complex world to help us 
live and meet our needs. I also believe that stewardship of what 
has been entrusted to us leads to a prudent setting aside of capital 
to care for ourselves and families.”

You can find out more about the socially responsible model 
portfolio Brent has made for Kathy Vandergrift on page 7, along 
with a brief history of impact investing and further advice from 
Christian Stewardship Services fund manager Rob Vandebelt.  

What do you think? Email editor@christiancourier.ca.

Should we invest at all?

I have stayed Christian Reformed 
because of the Heidelberg Cate-
chism’s Q&A 1. My hope is that 
others, like me, will find the same 
strength and comfort in our faith.

Del VanDenBerg
Manhattan, Mont.

BEHIND THE NUMBERS
I wonder if “unity” is the right 
word to front this conversation 
with (“The Ties That Bind: Part 
II,” Jan. 28). I tend to think per-
haps “love” would be better, or 
perhaps committed, sacrificial 
love. What held previous gener-
ations together? I’m not sure it 
was always love as much as des-
peration, shared identity, lack of 
individual options. As affluence 
and assimilation increased those 
took big hits. 

What’s so hard is that this is so 
deeply multi-variable, so we use 
big collective terms like “love” or 
“unity” to try to get at motivations 
that produced outcomes. Part of it 
was also a sacrificial piety that 
thought about money, sex, plea-
sure and self in very different 
ways. 

The decline in numbers is easy 
to track. I think we are terrified 
by it not only because we see be-
loved institutions flagging and a 
tradition crumbling but because 
of what we fear it might say about 
the strength of our piety and the 
state of our souls. 

Paul VanderKlay
Sacramento, Calif.

WHO ARE WE AS A CHURCH?
From my own experience and 
study, I think your point regarding 
the kulturkampf (cultural struggle) 
in the post-war CRC is critical 
(“The Ties that Bind,” Jan. 14). 
The Christian Reformed Church 
had been in a kind of Dutch immi-
grant cocoon up until WW II. That 
war forced us out of the cocoon, 
and the struggle to retreat back to 
it, versus those who welcomed the 
break-out, coloured CRC internal 
politics through the 1990s. By the 
1980s, we had finally realized we 
couldn’t go back to the cocoon – 
we had to be a North American 
church. But we have never figured 
out what that means.

Some thought (and think) it 
means being like the mainline 
churches. Others thought (and 
think) it’s more like being Evan-
gelical. The picture I’ve gotten 
of the denomination over the last 
25-30 years is that of an adoles-
cent in high school busy trying to 
emulate whatever clique of “cool 
kids” we might think is ascendant 
at the moment, but never quite fig-
uring out how to be ourselves in 
this new cultural milieu.

And who wants to join a church 
that doesn’t know who she is or 
why she exists? Who wants to 
stay a part of such an organiza-
tion? But we can’t impose identity 
from the top down. It must come 
from the base up.

Eric Verhulst
Martinsburg, W.Va.

FEBRUARY WAS A BUSY MONTH 
for this editor and for the Board 
of Reformed Faith Witness, as we 
needed to hire several new staff 
members to fill a maternity leave 
and to take over the various tasks 
normally completed by long-time 
employee Ineke Medcalf. Med-
calf is retiring after 18 years with 
Christian Courier. In that time, 
she’s ably managed the financial 
and technological sides of the pub-
lication, always keeping an eye on 
the bottom line. Medcalf created 
the first website for CC and hosted 
the mailing machine in her garage 

for a year when our office on Ni-
agara Street was closed in 2006. 

“Her work for CC displays a 
true interest in supporting the vi-
sion of Christian journalism,” 
former editor Bert Witvoet says. 
As the current editor, I’ve appre-
ciated Ineke’s strong work ethic 
and commitment to CC. Retire-
ment will give more time for her 
passion to help refugees settle in 
Canada, secure affordable housing 
and raise awareness of Palestinian 
rights. The Board warmly thanks 
Ineke Medcalf for her many years 
of dedicated service.

Meanwhile, Jennifer Neutel, 
CC’s Development Manager, and 
her husband Eugene welcomed a 
beautiful new daughter on Febru-
ary 15 – Maeve, a sister to Wyatt 
and Eli. Praise the Lord for the 
gift of new life! Jennifer will be 
on mat. leave from her work with 
CC for one year. May God bless 
both Ineke Medcalf and the Neu-
tel family, especially its newest 
member!

And we are delighted to intro-
duce four new CC staff members 
on page 20.

– Angela Reitsma Bick

TRANSITIONS
Two members of CC’s staff step away; four new people hired.

MEGHAN KORT @MEGHANKORT
Help! Looking for tips on how to read a newspaper while 
breastfeeding.
#newmomproblems #balance #handsfull @ChrCourier 
Victoria, B.C.
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“I WENT INTO THIS COURT CASE WITH THE HOPES OF SAVING MY 
daughter from making an irreversible medical mistake,” John* says. 
“The potential is very high that she could change her mind down the 
road.” 

John, a Calvin College graduate who brought the story to Chris-
tian Courier, is the father of a 14-year-old diagnosed with gender dys-
phoria: feeling that one’s emotional identity is opposite of one’s bio-
logical sex. A provincial court in B.C. is currently in session to deter-
mine if his child is capable of choosing to receive hormone treatment 
to transition from female to male, and if John, who does not consent, 
has the legal right to deny this treatment. 

The teen’s mother, Emily, supports the hormone therapy, which 
is already approved by a local health care team – leaving the family 
at a seeming impasse. John and Emily are separated and share joint 
custody of their child. The B.C. Children’s Hospital is attempting to 
enforce the B.C. Infant’s Act, which states “a minor . . . may give an 
effective consent to healthcare if [their] provider, first is satisfied that 
[they] understand the nature, consequences, benefits and risks of the 
proposed treatment, and, second, concludes that the treatment is in 
[their] best interests.” But B.C. courts ordered a temporary injunction 
for the hormone treatment in February. 

The Vancouver Sun says the teen’s lawyer is pursuing “a court dec-
laration that the treatments go ahead,” as, according to the lawyer, “it 
[is] a potentially ‘life and death’ situation” due to the teen’s risk for 
suicide. John has since filed for another injunction with the Supreme 
Court of B.C. 

The legal cases have sparked a debate surrounding the medical age 
of consent in Canada. According to the Canadian Pediatric Society, 
“there is no universally accepted, legally defined age for medical con-
sent” (cps.ca), leaving individual cases open to interpretation. As a 
letter addressed to John from the B.C. Children’s hospital states, “Al-
though the child’s parents may serve the crucial role of friend and ad-
visor with respect to a healthcare decision, the parent cannot veto [a 
minor’s] decision.”

 
‘ETHICAL AND LEGAL TANGLE’
Determining the teen’s best interests is resulting in “a messy ethical 
and legal tangle, where a number of deeply interested parties – all with 
competing points of view on this issue […] – are at odds over how to 
proceed” (Jan. 18, 2019, National Post). 

GENDER DYSPHORIA

The messy question of medical consent for young 
patients in Canada.  | Candice Goodchild

account that children and adoles-
cents are in a rapidly changing 
developmental process.” B.C. 
Children’s Hospital’s informed 
consent form lists possible long-
term considerations and risks of 
testosterone therapy. 

“Quick and temporary fixes like 
testosterone injections and hor-
mone blockers are not the solu-
tions,” John said in an interview 
with CC. “Long term solutions 
that involve love and inclusion 
are the solution to her wellbeing.” 

Both parents long for a happy 
and healthy child but their per-
spectives on how to accomplish 
that are polarized. In a Christi-
anity Today article (June 2018), 
Rachel Gilson states, “It would 
be naïve to assume there is 
agreement on what seeking the 
well-being of transgender people 
means. Desiring to care for this 
community does not prevent 
people from reaching very differ-
ent conclusions about what that 
care should look like.” In the Na-
tional Post, Emily said: “I didn’t 
quite understand transgender-
ism myself . . . But having gone 
through the experience I’ve gone 
through with my son I fully be-
lieve that, yes, it is very possible 
that transgenderism does exist 
and there are people wandering 
around feeling excruciatingly 
uncomfortable in their own skin 
. . . If this is what alleviates my 
child experiencing this dysphoria, 
I’d rather move forward . . . If it 
happens to have side effects down 
the road, we’re OK to handle that 
– at least our child would still be 

Candice Goodchild

Candice is a teacher by 
trade, stay-at-home mom of 
two boys, and foster mom. 
She likes reading the news, 
breathing in the forest, and 
dabbling in art when she gets 
the chance. 

The American Psychiatric As-
sociation says that gender dys-
phoria “causes clinically signifi-
cant distress or impairment in . . 
. functioning.” But “before any 
physical interventions are con-
sidered for adolescents [diag-
nosed with gender dysphoria],” 
the World Professional Associ-
ation for Transgender Health sug-
gests that “extensive exploration 
of psychological, family and so-
cial issues should be undertaken.” 
An adolescent should not move 
to another stage of treatment until 
they and their parents have been 
given time “to assimilate fully 
to the effects of earlier interven-
tions.” WPATH also states that re-
fusing “timely” medical interven-
tion for gender dysphoria “is not 
a neutral option for adolescents.” 

Medical treatment for ado-
lescents diagnosed with gender 
dysphoria is a “newer develop-
ment,” according to B.C. Chil-
dren’s Hospital Consent Form, 
“and the long-term effects are 
not fully known.” The Caring 
for Transgender Adolescents in 
B.C.: Suggested Guidelines states 
that post-puberty, gender identity 
is “fixed” in most individuals. 
As “psychological treatments 
are not particularly successful in 
changing gender identity once . . 
. consolidated, changing the body 
to match the identity is often 
the treatment of choice for very 
gender dysphoric adults.” How-
ever, “the outcome for children 
with gender concerns is far more 
variable than for adults . . . It is 
extremely important to take into 

alive” (Jan. 18, 2019). John says, 
“If she still feels that nothing will 
make her happy when she is an 
adult, then she can make her own 
path. At least I haven’t eliminated 
her options. I’m simply leaving 
bread crumbs so that she can find 
her way back if she ever chooses 
that.”

SHARED DECISION MAKING
If there is serious conflict in med-
ical care decision making, the 
Canadian Pediatric Society rec-
ommends that “if circumstances 
permit, the proposed interven-
tion should be delayed while an 
attempt at a resolution is made.” 
Involvement with “spiritual care, 
social work and bioethics,” they 
add, brings “value to the deci-
sion-making process to ensure 
that the needs of all participants 
are met.” Working collectively 
whenever possible supports the 
best possible outcomes, states 
CPS: “A family-centred, shared 
decision-making model best re-
spects and supports the emerging 
capacity of the pediatric patient 
as well as parental authority and 
the knowledge and expertise of 
Health Care Practitioners,” as 
messy as the process might be. 

*Names, currently under a publication ban, have 
been changed.B.C. Children’s Hospital. 

Photo credit: Twitter/National Post
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of good investment stewardship. 
The question is not just what re-
turn can be achieved but also 
how. The responsibility extends 
as well to Christian charities, 
foundations and organizations 
that find themselves managing in-
vestments. These groups are in a 
unique place of serving and lead-
ing their communities, and there 
is a growing chorus of voices, 
both from the Christian commun-
ity and from society at large, call-
ing for “good investing” that is 
clearly aligned with mission. No 
longer is it acceptable to just use 
your five percent annual return 
for good and leave the capital 
missionally idle! 

Investors who seriously ven-
ture here are faced with signifi-
cant questions: What impact is 
needed most? What is the best 
way to accomplish impact? What 
investment vehicles are most ap-
propriate? How can impact be 
measured and compared? How 
can one distinguish true impact 
from mere marketing? 

One helpful starting point is the 
tremendous impact opportunity 
that exists in Christian commun-
ity, which is why several charities 
across Canada, including Chris-

tian Stewardship Services (CSS), 
are intentionally participating in 
impact investing by providing 
mortgage financing to churches 
and Christian charities. These 
churches and charities are en-
gaged in diverse and flourishing 
ventures in the name of Jesus and 
so the mortgages represent stra-
tegic investments in God’s King-
dom. For example, projects fi-
nanced by CSS’s pool of deposits 
have included groups working 
in such diverse areas as creation 
care, homelessness, First Nations 
communities, refugee supports, 
education, social policy, inter-
national sustainable development 
and, of course, growing churches 
that have unique local impacts. 
Who can measure the total impact 
potential in projects like these!

How are you going to make 
“good investments”? 

A “GOOD MEAL” WAS ONCE A 
hamburger with fries on the side. 
Today, however, most would con-
fess that a good meal needs to be 
somewhat “greener” than that, 
because food needs to do good 
in addition to just tasting good! 
There has been a similar change 
in the world of investing, with a 
growing recognition that “good 
investments” are not just about 
good returns but also about ac-
complishing good in the process.

The basic concepts are simple: 
we are responsible for our invest-
ments; our investments ought to 
reflect our values; and our in-
vestments ought to have impact, 
making a positive difference in 
the process of earning a return. 
However, that simple idea has 
spawned a burgeoning collection 
of confusing terms and options 
that do reflect different approach-
es. So how do we know where to 
start?

A historical overview of these 

developments shows how a sense 
of responsibility has deepened 
over the past 50 years. Values 
alignment was the first option 
to emerge in the 1960-70s, with 
the goal of screening out or di-
vesting “sin stocks” of companies 
involved in tobacco, weapons or 
civil rights abuses. The concept 
of integrating ESG (Environ-
mental, Social and Govern-
ance) standards into the analysis 
of stocks became more and more 
common over the next few dec-
ades. Engaged ownership also 
took shape as fund managers 
used tools such as proxy voting 
to drive positive change at a cor-
porate level. Impact investing 
as a term was first used in 2007, 
meaning that investments accom-
plish specific positive impacts 
while generating a return, which 
sharpens the focus on social 
goals. Initial impact investing 
took the form of capital loans to 
social agencies but, more recent-

‘GOOD’ INVESTMENTS
Biblical concepts undergird new trends in ethical investing. | Rob Vandebelt

Rob Vandebelt

Rob manages the CSS mort-
gage program and all as-
pects of the assets CSS has 
under administration (robv@
csservices.ca). He’s actively 
involved in his church as a 
part of the leadership and 
preaching team, and shares 
in the local Christian school 
community which his six chil-
dren attend.

ly, there has been an emphasis 
on investments focused on the 
17 UN Sustainable Development 
Goals.

CHRISTIAN ROOTS
These relatively recent develop-
ments have old roots that, in-
terestingly, are tied to Christian 
faith and history. As far back as 
the mid-1700’s, the Quakers and 
Methodists had guidelines for 
how their members should invest, 
avoiding industries like tanning 
and chemical production which 
could harm the health of workers. 
“Responsible investing” itself ac-
tually travels a road paved by the 
basic Biblical concept of stew-
ardship. Stewardship acknow-
ledges that God ultimately owns 
everything and so we are only 
stewards, managing property on 
behalf of Another to whom we 
will one day give account. 

It follows that Christians have a 
clear call to consider the meaning 

What are the valuations and 
growth expectations and is the 
company trading at an attract-
ive entry point today? I ended 
up with some companies that I 
will watch for the time being and 
ones that I’m confident owning. 

Then I can assess a client’s 
risk tolerance, goals and time 
horizon to decide on an asset 
allocation and deployment of 
this capital. I blend these care-
fully selected companies togeth-
er with specific green bonds 
(ones that are required to use the 
proceeds in specific ways that 
“greenify” a company’s oper-
ations or invest in clean sectors) 
and with traditional Alternative 
investments (such as real estate, 
market neutral hedge funds and 
commodities like gold) to build a 
robust and diversified portfolio. 

The last step is a clear and 
disciplined monitoring process. 
This involves refreshing the 
quantitative data on how a com-
pany is adhering to these social-
ly responsible investing criteria 
but also to valuation and growth 
metrics. I rebalance the portfolio 

to keep risks in line and to add 
new ideas or remove ones that 
aren’t working, on a periodic 
basis.

We have found that the returns 
generated by these portfolios 
do not lag their broad market 
benchmarks. In the end, I believe 
that a portfolio can be built that 
achieves solid and consistent re-
turns and satisfies the objective 
of investing capital in ways that 
contribute to making our world a 
better place by supporting busi-
nesses and business people that 
are doing their best to do just 
that. It’s not perfect and will re-
quire adjustments and continual 
learning, but that too is part of 
my mission. 

TWO YEARS AGO, Kathy Vandergrift asked me to design an investment 
portfolio that helps build an economy that cares for creation, treats 
people with respect and dignity, and contributes to change where it’s 
needed most. The portfolio also needed to grow at a reasonable rate 
to help meet the expenses associated with aging – to avoid becoming 
a burden on her children in her later years. The following are a few of 
the key considerations I worked through in my journey to implement 
this mandate. 

In building a portfolio like this, I need to balance the idea of “doing 
good” with achieving the required rate of return necessary to generate 
income when no longer working. I also need the investment options 
to be what we call “on-book,” meaning they trade on an exchange 
or can be purchased via offering documents from a recognized and 
regulated entity. 

So I started with the traditional negative screens to remove the typ-
ical “sin” sectors like guns, tobacco, defense and adult entertainment. 
Many consulting groups will help with this but key distinction goes to 
S&P Ratings and Morningstar, which we subscribe to, for its ability to 
drill deep into the data. I then filtered out certain undesirable sectors 
or businesses that have clear adverse effects on creation. Recently, 
these screens have been improved so I can now see into a company’s 
operations to determine sources of revenue from various sectors or 
business lines, their representation on their board, their diversity 
across employees, or their share voting structures. 

MARKET & MISSION
Building a socially responsible investment portfolio.  |  Brent Vandermeer

Brent Vandermeer

Brent is the Portfolio Man-
ager & Executive Director of 
CrossPoint Financial and Hol-
lisWealth in Ottawa (brent@
crosspointfinancial.ca). Feel 
free to contact Brent to find 
out more about the individ-
ual investments in this model 
portfolio.

DRILLING DOWN
I then moved to a more qualita-
tive review of what sectors and 
businesses I would like to sup-
port with investor dollars. As I 
allocate capital to these com-
panies, I implicitly support what 
they are doing. This requires lots 
of research on which companies 
are contributing to the big shift 
that is required to move the nee-
dle on caring for our environ-
ment and making society a better 
place. Clearly more judgement 
and less number crunching is re-
quired at this step, and frankly, 
it’s the most difficult. 

Once I filtered down through 
the layers, I ended up with a 
list of companies to perform 
traditional security analysis on. 
Namely, what is the business 
model and growth plan? Who are 
the key players and managers? 
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in Kansas. Known singularly for 
its “God Hates Fags” refrain, it 
brooks no compromise, mostly 
shouting slogans across the in-
ternet and through protest rallies. 
Yet it was initially an exchange 
with a Jewish web developer on 
Twitter that prompted the begin-
ning of her re-evaluation of her 
faith. It was in pausing and lis-
tening to the Repugnant Cultural 
Other that Phelps-Roper began 
to truly think, eventually being 
shunned from her church/family, 
and leaving any Christian faith 
behind.

“If you learn to think, to genu-
inely think, you will sometimes 
change your mind,” – insinuat-
ing that Jacobs sees thinking as 
akin more to doubting and con-
version than shoring up your 
position. Thinking at its heart, is 
“the power to be finely aware and 
richly responsible”  –  a task that 
never ends. But as the Phelps-
Roper case demonstrates, think-
ing better is not finally about 
“thinking for yourself” as some 

sort of lonely genius; it’s about 
thinking with a different group of 
people.

Phelps-Roper, now with her 
own Ted-Talk, a book with a ma-
jor publishing company (Unfol-
low), and a Hollywood movie on 
its heels, is thinking with a much 
more culturally elite network. If 
Jacobs is right, she hasn’t finally 
arrived as good thinker; this new 
milieu has its own liabilities of 
good judgment. But if love con-
tinues to guide her way, she will 
think better. Ultimately, this book 
is less about thinking and Truth 
and more about an epistemology 
of love. How to be a humble per-
son who “does not seek so much 
to be understood, as to under-
stand.” Good advice for a world 
at odds. 

Reviews

THINKING AS CONVERSION

HOW TO THINK IS NOT ABOUT FINDING TRUTH as much as it is about 
preventing us from shooting people with whom we disagree. The sub-
title gives it away: a survival guide for a world at odds. It’s a short, 
punchy book not intended just for professors (although they appar-
ently need it the most. Thought conformity is nowhere more enforced 
than in the academy).

Jacobs, a Christian public intellectual and professor at Baylor Uni-
versity, insists that thinking better is truly an art, not a science. So this 
book is not training in logic, nor is it a song of praise to rationality. 
There are no brain exercises in the appendix, although you’ll find a 
few basic rules of thumb there. 

Thinking is less about your brain, insists Jacobs, than about your 
whole self – relationships included. Thinking well is about becoming 
a certain kind of person in a certain kind of group – people who prac-
tise habits of self-monitoring and empathy for the different, includ-
ing the RCO (“Repugnant Cultural Other”); people who are patient, 
prudent, and who with forbearance listen to those with whom they 
disagree. Good thinking is slow and often uncomfortable. 

If I were to compare it with the “cultural liturgies” project of James 
K. A. Smith, I would say while Smith seeks to uncover how people 
are formed by their practises into a particular social imaginary, Jacobs 
is more concerned about the practises that keep people in – or shake 
people out – of a narrow and rigid social imaginary. Jacobs unpacks 
how key words, metaphors, myths and labels steer our assessments of 
our experience, and how strong feelings like solidarity both help and 
hinder good judgment. Like Smith, the key focus is habits of the heart 
more than the raw power of the mind.  

One of the central examples in the book is Megan Phelps-Roper, 
bred into the infamous church of her grandfather, Westboro Baptist 

HOW TO THINK: A SURVIVAL 
GUIDE FOR A WORLD AT ODDS 
Alan Jacobs
Currency, 2017.

Peter Schuurman

Jersey as a cynical ploy 20 years 
later to sack the town, leaving 
behind rotting casinos, unpaid 
contractors, poverty and home-
lessness. As well he plausibly ac-
cuses the Bush presidencies and 
Clinton’s and Obama’s adminis-
trations as continuing examples 
of surrender to corporate Amer-
ica, all leaving the agonizing 
needs of more and more Amer-
icans in their toxic dust.

I didn’t like most of Farewell. 
But Chris Hedges is necessary 

reading to witness a powerful, 
though ever more marginal voice 
in U.S. political commentary 
with its strikingly biblical tone. 
Hedges is far from popular; but 
then, neither was Jeremiah. 

CHRIS HEDGES – TODAY’S JEREMIAH FOR THE USA

SINCE THE 1980S CHRIS HEDGES HAS WRITTEN FOR The New York 
Times, Christian Science Monitor, NPR and more from over 50 coun-
tries. After falling out with the Times in 2004, he has worked mainly 
for Truthdig, a gritty leftish, non-partisan, all-opportunity offender, 
writing gutsy books at one-a-year pace.

A 1983 M.Div. graduate of Harvard Divinity School, Hedges was 
ordained in the Presbyterian Church USA in 2014. For years he has 
made a career of writing about the deterioration of U.S. democracy. 
America: The Farewell Tour is his latest and longest against corpora-
tions and rightist Christian power-brokers that have stripped freedoms 
and opportunities from more and more non-white Americans. 

Earlier books, such as Losing Moses on the Freeway: The Ten Com-
mandments in America and War, the Force That Gives Us Meaning, 
dissected the steadily impoverishing, materialistic and greedy soul of 
U.S. business and imperialist expansion. Farewell does that in spades, 
though without the faintest glimmer of irony, hope or redemption that 
once seeped through tiny cracks. 

To call Farewell a jeremiad is fitting; Hedges reminds me more 
of Jeremiah than the weeping prophet himself. Since Hedges’ life-
long education is steeped in biblical study and church activism, that 
comes as no surprise. What is astonishing, though, is how thoroughly 
and prophetically Hedges links the corruption and corporatization of 
American political parties to financial and military institutions that 
monopolize the economy, always further oppressing America’s grow-
ing visible minorities. 

No recent American leaders escape Hedges’ laser aim. Predictably, 
he lambastes Donald Trump’s early glitzing up of Atlantic City, New 

James Dekker

AMERICA: THE FAREWELL 
TOUR  
Chris Hedges
Knopf Canada, 2018.

James Dekker

Retired Christian Reformed 
pastor Jim Dekker is a dual 
U.S.-Canadian citizen. He 
groans for his native USA, 
while also recognizing hints 
of similar pathologies in 
Canada.

Peter Schuurman

Peter is the Executive Director 
of Global Scholars Canada, 
and a Contributing Editor with 
Christian Courier. He lives in 
Guelph with his family. 
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every day and engages in moral-
ly compromised activities  – sex 
work; bilking the Japanese gov-
ernment; the titular shoplifting  
– in a corrupt society where pro-
duction is untethered to human 
need or want. In this way they’re 
exactly like people with jobs, ex-
cept less nervous. They also take 
in battered and abandoned kids, 
and do their best by them, and fail 
them utterly. (In this way they’re 
exactly like parents.) The charac-
ters live “comfortably, freely, and 
fairly,” as Manuela Lazic writes 

THE TWO BEST FILMS IN THEATRES AT THE MOMENT BOTH INVOLVE 
characters who brush up against penal systems. This means that both 
films cannot help being about those systems – their propensity for 
error, their gargantuan stupidity and power, how they narrow down 
our tangled lives and motivations to single threads. 

Barry Jenkins’s If Beale Street Could Talk is the follow-up to 
Moonlight (2016), a film that justified the existence of arthouse the-
atres. Moonlight told a story about gay working-class black men, one 
that acknowledged the social forces that shape their lives without re-
ducing them to ciphers of noble suffering, or itself to protest fiction. 
Beale Street tells a story that you suspect will end badly – a black 
man falsely accused of sexual assault. But Jenkins’s love for his char-
acters, the precision with which he (unlike the cops) attends to them, 
makes the film a joyous experience.

In Shoplifters a loose group of scammers and scavengers gets up 

ter, fuller versions of themselves. 
That goes for the show as a 
whole. By redirecting the ex-
pectations of a cop show, finding 
humour and camaraderie rather 
than a cut-and-dry, punitive sense 
of justice, the show compels us 
to think differently about the po-
lice force in general, expecting  
– even demanding – them to be 
better, more human, than they’re 
usually depicted. Those omnipo-
tent servants of the police state 
over on CBS, parsing through 
your personal data to catch en-
tirely hypothetical villains? They 

WHAT KIND OF JOB DO YOU HAVE – COMEDY OR DRAMA? Comedy 
workplaces include offices, radio stations, bars and coffee shops; 
more dramatic workplaces include hospitals, courtrooms and police 
stations. Part of what makes Brooklyn Nine-Nine such a delightful 
show is that it reverses that usual trend. Yes, it’s about detectives in 
New York City, but rather than being a grim procedural plumbing 
the depths of human depravity, it’s a bright, cheerful comedy about 
friendship and the possibility of genuine growth. The central relation-
ship is between Detective Jake Peralta (Andy Samberg) and Captain 
Ray Holt (Andre Braugher). Peralta is a man-child who won’t grow 
up; Holt is a staid gay man who rose through the ranks of the NYPD 
by following every rule to the letter, constraining his personality in 
the process. Each teaches the other how to fill in the gaps in their own 
lives, Peralta learning to give up his boyish dreams of being the heroic 
cop, Holt learning how to open up and receive support from the other 
members of the detective squad. Together, the detectives become bet-

A WARM, EMPATHETIC COP SHOW

ENCOUNTERING LIFE AT THE FRONT DESK

LIFE IN THE SYSTEM

SHOPLIFTERS 
Directed by Hirokazu Kore-eda
GAGA Pictures, 2018.

Philip Christman

look downright clownish, and 
offensively so, after watching the 
warm, empathetic approach of 
Peralta and the rest of the Nine-
Nine squad. A TV show can’t 
change the world, but it certainly 
can change other TV shows, and 
changing the way viewing audi-
ences regard the police is a vital 
project. And funny too!  

Adam Petty

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema

been exploited.
Mia’s fire-cracker, no-quitting 

personality, her vast sense of jus-
tice, and her desire to be a writer 
– even though her mother insists 
that she study math since English 
is her second language – help her 
to become a spokesperson for 
some of the immigrants, one of 
the weeklies, and her parents.

In this deeply moving juvenile 
novel, author Kelly Yang has cre-
ated in Mia an admirable, loving, 
funny, and realistic character. 
Front Desk is based on Yang’s 

WHEN MIA WAS 8 YEARS OLD, SHE AND HER PARENTS immigrat-
ed from China to California. Now two years later, the family faces 
poverty, discrimination, and economic injustice as they manage the 
Calivista Motel.

While Mia’s parents take care of the housekeeping chores, Mia 
works the front desk when she’s not in school. Soon, Mia confronts 
two sides of human nature – on the one hand, the nasty and unjust mo-
tel owner, Mr. Yao, who changes the contract and bilks the family of 
their earnings; on the other hand, the kindness of the weeklies, several 
people who live at the motel and who eventually become Mia and her 
parents’ new family.

Mia also witnesses the love and generosity of her parents who dis-
regard Mr. Yao’s policy by giving beleaguered Chinese immigrants 
free food and a place to stay. As Mia and her parents listen to the im-
migrants’ stories, they learn about the many ways the immigrants had 

life as a child. From eight years 
of age till she was twelve, she 
worked the front desks of several 
California motels along with her 
parents. Her narrative conveys 
the love and fear she experienced 
while doing her work, and the 
sense of family she and her par-
ents felt with the weeklies at the 
motels.

Sonya VanderVeen
Feddema

Sonya is a freelance writer
living in St Catharines, Ont.

Adam Petty

Adam’s work has appeared in 
many venues, including the 
Paris Review Daily, Electric 
Literature and Real Life. He 
lives in Grand Rapids with his 
wife and two daughters.

in an excellent piece on the film. 
They make a fragile little semi-
family, in some ways beautiful, 
in others monstrous. At least in 
the space the characters give each 
other, while sleeping in a single 
room, we can see some prefigur-
ing of the kingdom of God, or at 
least of a decent way of life in a 
hot, crowded world. If only the 
cops saw it that way.  

BROOKLYN NINE-NINE
Created by Dan Goor and 
Michael Schur
NBCUniversal Television.

FRONT DESK 
Kelly Yang 
Arthur A. Levine Books, 2018.

Philip Christman

Phil writes and teaches in 
Ann Arbor, Mich. He is the 
editor of the Michigan Re-
view of Prisoner Creative 
Writing.

IF BEALE STREET COULD TALK 
Directed by Barry Jenkins
Annapurna Pictures, 2018.
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WHEN I WRITE MY COLUMN  
The Messy Table, I focus on identi-
fying and shaping spirituality with-
in my family. That was also the 
subject of “The Spiritually Vibrant 
Household,” a Barna Group web-
cast last month in which they intro-
duced their new study, Households 
of Faith. Their aim was to share 
new research on the rituals and re-
lationships that turn a home into a 
sacred space, asking the question: 
what does a spiritually vibrant 
household look like today?

Naturally, this caught my atten-
tion. As a mother of three grow-
ing children, I want my home to 
be safe and supportive, but also a 
space that nurtures a growing faith 
in all of us. The term “spiritually 
vibrant” seems to sum up those 
hopes beautifully. But what shape 
does that take? And how will I 
know it when I see it? 

California-based Barna Group 
is a research company that focuses 
on the intersection of faith and cul-
ture. Many of their studies look at 
congregational life and individual 

THE GIFT OF WELCOMING
How hospitality creates spiritually vibrant homes.  |  Katie Munnik

practice, but this new study shifts 
the focus to the household. The 
study was built on interviews 
with 2,400 practising Christians, 
of which 500 were teenagers. 
Practicing Christians were de-
fined as those who self-identify 
as Christian, stating that faith is 
very important in their lives, and 
who attend church at least once a 
month. The researchers aimed the 
study at “multi-person” house-
holds, intentionally using the 
word household rather than fam-
ily to reflect the diversity found in 
households in today’s churches. 
Interestingly, only 25 percent of 
households in the study could be 
described as traditional, nuclear 
families, the others being childless 
couples, couples living with adult 
offspring, and friendship groups.

SO WHAT IS IT? 
The Barna study defines spir-
itual vibrancy as the resulting 
intersection between devotional 
practices and hospitality in the 
home. Devotional practices and 

hospitality are each seen sepa-
rately as good, faithful practic-
es, but when both are present 
in a household’s routines, the 
environment changes and can be 
described as spiritually vibrant. 
This is characterised as a fun, en-
gaging atmosphere that is inten-
tionally nurturing and supportive 
of faith formation in all its mem-
bers. The researchers suggested 
that households with young chil-
dren may find this level of en-
gagement easier or more natural 
because, as they noted, “kids are 
a catalyst for faith-related inter-
actions.” This may be because of 
the questions children ask or be-
cause of a parental desire to pass 
on the faith. (Interestingly, 68 per-
cent of respondents reported that 
their mother’s faith had influenced 
them the most.) David Kinnamen, 
president of Barna and one of the 
presenters on the webcast, pushed 
the thought a little further, sug-
gesting that “kids bring sense of 
enchantment, sense of mystery 
into the home,” and he referred to 

Jesus’ own desire to spend time 
with children: “Let the children 
come to me.” 

But spiritual vibrancy isn’t inev-
itable in households with children 
as neither devotional practice nor 
hospitality happen by accident. 
Intentionality is key. By deliber-
ate faithful actions, individuals 
within a household are networked 
together. Across the full spectrum 
of households in the study, the 
researchers concluded that faith 
formation is deepened by the in-

tersection of devotional practice 
and hospitality.  While it seems 
obvious that devotional practice 
is a key marker, I was intrigued to 
see hospitality included. Was ev-
ery household called to be hospi-
table? Wasn’t that something that 
some people were good at while 
others aren’t?

FOSTERING COMMUNITY
For Barna Group, hospitality 
means having non-family guests 
into your household, and they 
suggest that the most hospitable 
households are also the ones where 
the most spiritual conversations 

happen. These things go together. 
Households that are committed to 
welcoming others into their space 
are more likely to be places where 
individuals feel connected rath-
er than isolated, and so are more 
likely to speak together about the 
things that matter.

This resonates with me be-
cause every week, my family has 
a Friday night dinner with anoth-
er family from our congregation. 
In a way, we were set up. Shortly 
after we moved and started wor-

shipping at the local church, we 
were introduced to this other 
family. You’ll get on well, we 
were told. You have so much in 
common. Sure, we thought, why 
not? We were both three-chil-
dren families, attending the same 
church. It might have just been 
a nice welcome to the neigh-
bourhood, but the arrangement 
worked really well. Those Friday 
nights became an anchor for us in 
a new city where we had no so-
cial network. My husband and I 
have always aimed to invite oth-
ers to join us around our table, but 
this was difficult in a new place.  

Hospitality is vital, even if you’re bad at it.
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ONE OF THE IMPORTANT questions 
we need to answer well if we are 
to live well is, how do we make 
community together? This ques-
tion especially applies to our local 
churches, but, in my opinion, be-
gins in our homes. 

Back in 1999, just before our 
eldest son became a teenager, my 
family – Grace, my wife, and our 
two boys, Mike and Geoff – asked 
ourselves the question, what kind 
of family do we want to be? Over 
the course of the next few weeks 
this became our dinner table talk. 
Out of these conversations we 
came up with a family covenant 
which we each signed. We agreed 
to aim for four lofty ideals (hap-
py, helping, healthy and holy), 
and then we added specific ways 
on how to get there. 

First, we agreed to be a happy 
family. Well, duh! Who doesn’t 
want to be happy? This meant 
that we aimed to affirm one an-
other by giving and receiving 
attention, affection and appreci-
ation. Let’s face it; don’t we all 
yearn to receive these three af-
firmations? We also decided that 
we’d spend quality time together 
each week, as well as cultivate 
positive attitudes (which, as you 
know, is easier said than done). 

DOING CHURCH TOGETHER
A family covenant can be an example for congregations.  |  Walt Brouwer

Second, we decided to be a 
helping family. We agreed that we 
would do our chores readily and 
without complaint. It had fallen to 
me to do the vacuuming, and, boy, 
do I hate that chore! But I decided 
that I love my family more than I 
hate vacuuming. Fast-forward 20 
years: I’m still hauling the hose 
out of the closet. We also decided 
to give correction without con-
demnation, so self-righteousness 
was out. And we agreed to expect 
the best and do our best at home, 
school and work.

Third, we agreed to be a healthy 
family. Even though Grace is a 
medical doctor we had in mind 
not so much our physical health 
(I suppose we took that one for 
granted), but emotional and re-
lational health. No one journeys 
through life without getting hurt. 
Intentionally or unintentionally, 
we hurt one another. So we decid-
ed to offer forgiveness and forgive 
each other, and accept responsibil-
ity for our actions. It also meant 
that we’d accept one another’s 
uniqueness, and therefore not 
project our strengths or weakness-
es onto others. 

Finally, we resolved to be a holy 
family. Just because I am a pastor 
doesn’t mean this came automat-

ically. So we decided to worship 
together, and to pray for and with 
each other. In addition, we agreed 
to believe that God would do great 
things in us and through us.

We each signed this covenant, 
and if you were to visit our home 
today you would still find it 
framed and hanging on the wall. 

What’s amazing is that after 
we were done we became the in-
stant perfect family! … Not! But 
when things went off the rails, we 
would remind ourselves, for ex-
ample, that we agreed to vacuum 
without complaining. 

Your local church is not a nu-
clear family. However, to help 
your congregation excel as a 
community that worships and 
serves together – no matter what 
your capacity or position – we 
need healthy relational guide-
lines. The apostle John writes, 
“Dear children, let us stop just 
saying we love each other; let 
us really show it by our actions”  
(1 John 3:18). 

Katie Munnik

Katie writes The Messy Table 
in CC. She’s a Canadian living 
in Wales with her husband 
and three children. 

Walt Brouwer

Walt is a campus pastor in 
Elim Village, a retirement 
community in Surrey, B.C.

The regularity of our meetings 
helped us to settle. We’ve since 
found more friends and families to 
invite around our table but we still 
meet consistently with this family. 
I think that the mutual give-and-
take of both receiving and offering 
hospitality is teaching us how to 
live in Christian community.

This kind of companionship 
works well with the ages and stag-
es of our family; whether it would 
have worked when our children 
were younger or when they are 
older, I don’t know. And I don’t 
know if such an arrangement 
would work if we were two cou-
ples instead of two families. But 
the Barna report suggests that hos-
pitality is a key marker of vibrant 
spirituality regardless of the shape 
of a household. 

WHY HOSPITALITY? 
I brought this up recently with 
my friends Peter and Ines. 
Individually, they have each 
lived in welcoming intention-
al Christian communities and 
now they are working through 
the practicalities of hospitali-
ty while raising their two small 
boys. Peter works as a minister 
in the Presbyterian Church, so he 
brings a professional as well as 
confessional perspective to this 
discussion. When I asked them 
what they thought about the role 
of hospitality in spiritual vibran-
cy, Ines answered first. She told 
me that hospitality is vital, even 
if you’re bad at it. “It moves your 
focus away from yourself, which 
is part of spiritual discipline. It’s 
paying attention and care to an-
other.”  She then spoke about the 
difference between hospitality of 
space and hospitality of time. It 
isn’t always possible to open your 
home to others – small children’s 
bedtimes and older people’s 
health needs are two examples of 
impediments to home-based hos-
pitality. But anyone can develop a 
hospitality of time, even if it is by 
simply cultivating an attitude of 
welcome wherever you are.  

Peter agreed with this viewpoint 
because it addressed the question 
of house size and circumstance. 
Sometimes, there are better plac-
es than home to welcome people. 
But when Ines asked if he meant 
that inviting people to church was 
a form of hospitality, he said no. 
That was outreach. But when wel-
comers at the church door greeted 

people with warmth and openness, 
regardless of who they were, then 
they were practising hospitality. 

Hospitality is intentionally 
creating a welcoming space for 
others. Maybe in our ironically 
isolated digital age, this is becom-
ing increasingly vital. By fram-
ing household routines in terms 
of spiritual vibrancy, the Barna 
Group report asks us to consid-
er intentional, deeper ways to be 
Christian today.  It challenges 
congregations to ask questions 
about how they view their minis-
try with a multi-household mind-
set and how they might enable the 
variety of households that make 
up our congregations to become 
strong and spiritually vibrant.

During the webcast, Rev. 
Dr. Tony Cook, VP of Global 
Ministries for Luther Hour 
Ministries, put it this way: “A 
congregation is only as strong as 
the households that comprise it.” 
He hopes that the report will help 
Christians understand the impor-
tance of household activities to 
faith formation, and also that it 
will communicate the importance 
of expressing joy, hospitality 
and openness in both congrega-
tional and household contexts. 
In the full report – a 150-page 
book available through the Barna 
website – further observations 
and challenges are explored as 
hospitality is presented as a bib-
lical reality and the researchers 
seek ways to encourage activ-
ities that include the “extended 
household.” Further resources, 
including walk-through practic-
es and free courses, are avail-
able through Lutheran Hour 
Ministries.

This kind of research and re-
sourcing can be useful to congre-
gations and families, as it offers 
clarity in the midst of cultural 
change. When so much of our 
time is spent getting through 
the daily details, it is helpful for 
someone to be able to step back 
and assess the wider situation. By 
offering carefully collected ob-
servations, clear categories and 
definitions, research groups like 
Barna can suggest new and faith-
ful ways of seeing. 
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EMOTIONS WERE RUNNING HIGH 
when the “United We Roll” cara-
van of oil trucks from Alberta ar-
rived on Wellington street in Otta-
wa, where indigenous people and 
environmentalists had also gath-
ered. What I felt was fear on all 
sides. Fear of losing jobs in the oil 
industry. Fear of migrants coming 
to take “our” jobs. Fear of losing 
land by indigenous people. Fear 
for the future health of our envi-
ronment.  While the big rigs and 
loud voices grabbed media atten-
tion, I noted the impact of people 
praying and singing in the middle 
of the big rigs. It was a dramatic 
day for boring Ottawa.

Fear is a valid response to the 
challenges we are facing; but there 
were also destructive emotions on 

WHEN FEAR BECOMES DANGEROUS
Kathy Vandergrift  |  kathyvandergrift@rogers.com 
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display. On the bus home I re-
flected on the need to better un-
derstand the emotional side of 
current issues, because reason, 
evidence and dialogue – my 
usual way of working – were 
useless. What role do emotions 
play in God’s call to be peace-
builders and a voice for justice? 
It seems odd to turn to a philos-
opher to answer that question. 
But Martha Nussbaum, a re-
spected U.S. philosopher who 
practices her Jewish faith, helps 
us in a new book, The Monarchy 
of Fear: A Philosopher Looks at 
Our Political Crisis.

ENVY, DISGUST
Fear, explains Nussbaum, is a 
natural emotion rooted in our 

vulnerability at birth. It helps us 
survive. And anger that leads to 
protest can be a positive agent 
for change. But fear-driven anger 
can shift from protest to payback, 
wanting to see someone else hurt 
to solve my hurt. Then it starts a 
destructive cycle and threatens 
democracy. I saw it close up that 
day and continue to see it ampli-
fied on Facebook – and it doesn’t 
solve any problems.  

Nussbaum also discusses emo-
tions we tend not to consider. 
Disgust can function as a pro-
tective emotion to avoid con-
taminants, but when fear-driven 
disgust is projected on to other 
people, it justifies blaming them 
or dismissing them as less valu-
able or less human. When fear for 
jobs turns into fear-driven envy 
of “elites” or successful women 
who have taken “our” good jobs, 
it can easily descend into chants 
and actions to take others down. 

There are a lot of dangerous 
emotions in our public life today 
and it is likely to become worse 
as polarized election campaigns 
play into people’s fears. 

THE FLIP SIDE
What can be done? Nussbaum 
turns to the familiar faith, hope 
and love – but not in a sentimen-
tal way. Love in the public square 
is respect for every person and 
problem-solving dialogue. Our 
homes, schools and churches 

REVERBERATING WORDS
TOM WOLTHUIS  |  tomwolthuis@gmail.com

Tom  is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church and the Director of Geneva 
Campus Ministry at the University of Iowa.

“CHRIST IS RISEN! He is risen in-
deed.” This antiphonal Easter refrain 
may ring for you. It was not com-
mon in my church upbringing, but it 
is becoming more so today. Phrases 
like this play an important role in 
spiritual life. They help us sing our 
fundamental beliefs and core princi-
ples. They reverberate in our souls.

In leading a study on Thomas 
Merton’s Life of the Beloved, I was 
struck by two refrains that structure 
his whole presentation. One is the 
words to Jesus, and through Jesus to 
us, at baptism, “You are my belov-
ed son in whom I am well pleased.” 
The second is the Eucharistic words 
“taken, blessed, broken, given.” 
This made me reflect on what words 
ring in my life.

A LIST
I made a short and not complete list:

The doxologies – “Praise God 
from whom all blessing flow.” 
“Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost.”

From the Psalms – “The Lord is 
my shepherd.” “I lift up my eyes to 
the mountains.” “Praise the Lord, O 

my soul, and all that is within me, 
praise his holy name.” “Hallelu-
jah.”

Refrains of Scripture – “I am 
the Lord, your God.” “The Lord 
is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger, and abounding in 
loving kindness.” “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, and love 
your neighbor as yourself.” “The 
kingdom of heaven is like . . . .”

Liturgical phrases – “Grace, 
mercy, and peace be to you from 
the Lord our God.” “The peace 
of Christ be with you.” “Kyrie, 
Eleison” (“Lord, have mercy.”) 
“Lift up your hearts.” “Take, 
eat, remember, and believe that 
the body (blood) of our Lord 
Jesus Christ was given for the 
complete forgiveness of all our 
sins.” “In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
“Go in peace to love and serve 
the Lord.”

Confessions – “I believe in God 
the Father, Almighty . . . I believe 
in Jesus Christ . . . I believe in the 
Holy Spirit.” “What is my only 
comfort in life and in death? That 

I belong, in body and in soul, to 
my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
“Our world belongs to God.” 

Songs – “O Come, O Come, Im-
manuel.” “Up from the grave he 
arose.” “King of kings and Lord of 
Lords. And he shall reign forever 
and ever.” “Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God almighty.” 

Some of these phrases may ring 
in your soul. This list may have 
brought to mind other phrases, 
and you are surprised that I did 
not list them. The phrases reflect 
our tradition and experiences that 
ground us.

SHAPED BY WORDS
We are shaped by words. Key to 
spiritual formation are the repeat-
ed words that work their ways 
into our souls. My list has been 
heavily shaped by worship. When 
I worship in other traditions or in 
“contemporary” style, I often miss 
the shaping words. Where is the 
greeting or benediction? Why are 
there no liturgical words in cele-
brating Communion? I understand 
that repeated words can become 
rote and meaningless, but they can 
also reverberate with life.

Thomas Merton focussed his 

summary of the Christian life on 
the word “beloved.” For some 
this word may sound old, but for 
him it rang. Being loved is a fun-
damental and necessary word for 
our souls. 

For years I have given away 
pins from a jewelry store chain 
that say, “I am loved,” in over 10 
different languages. Maybe I share 
these words because it took me a 
long time to really hear them. Ear-
ly in my life I understood “do,” 
“duty,” “earn.” Merton points 
out that these are the words of 
the world. The temptations of the 
devil are “prove it,” and his words 
are “worthless. meaningless, in-
significant,” in more ways than 
one. The reverberating Gospel 
word is “love,” but maybe that 
word has been cheapened by ro-
mantism and the jewelry industry. 
“I belong” reverberates for me.

MISSION WORDS
I have helped churches craft mis-
sion statements. Often, they are 
too long, too hard to remember 
and do not sing. Churches put 
hours into crafting the statement 
and then file it in a drawer. Mis-
sion words need to express, shape 
and sing the mission. For my stu-
dent ministry, the key word is “ex-
plore.” What words reverberate 
for you and your mission? 

can nurture healthy or unhealthy 
public emotions. Hope, as the flip 
side of fear, is not a naïve opti-
mism; it is a choice to imagine 
a better future for all, not in the 
next world or utopia, but here 
and now – and then work with 
others to achieve it. Nussbaum 
reminds us from history and ex-
perience that practical hope can 
restore democracies to health. It 
is enough for me to avoid despair 
or retreat from the public square, 
and get back to work.  
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MY KIDS HAD A WEEK off from school earlier this month, and we de-
cided to visit Stonehenge. The bigger kids and I had been to the stone 
circle before, but we hadn’t explored the wider area, and the Spouse 
and the youngest hadn’t been there at all, so it seemed like a good edu-
cational trip. Something old, something new. 

We prepared before we went, reading books and getting ready. 
The youngest decided to build his own Lego-henge on the kitchen 
table which his sister dutifully photographed, printed and glued into 
their research notebook. This turned into a wonderful higgledy-pig-
gledy collection of notes: geology, history and legend, hand-drawn 
comics and questions with no satisfactory answers, which was only 
fitting. Because Stonehenge and the other surrounding Neolithic 
monuments are so ancient and no written or oral histories reach 
back far enough, there is so much that we don’t know. In the 1990s, 
archaeologists discovered that it was a full thousand years older 
than previously believed. Centuries of scholars have framed their 
questions and theories and even now, we can only answer why and 
how and who with speculation.

Long before the stones were raised, the circled earthwork was a cre-
mation cemetery and the surrounding landscape is marked with ancient 
hill graves. As we walked through this landscape, we wondered togeth-
er about the people who came before – who were they, what did they 
hope and what did they believed about the past and the future? Above 
us, the sky was windy and wide with changing clouds. The kids ran on 
across the grass, and we all posed for photographs, then put our hands 
in our pockets to keep warm. 

We were all, one way or another, struck by the size of the place. 
The Spouse was surprised by the compactness of the stone circle. Our 
daughter hadn’t realized just how tall the stones stood: four-and-a-

THE SIGHT OF OLD STONES 
Katie Munnik  |  katiemunnik@yahoo.ca

Katie is an Ottawa writer living in Cardiff with her Spouse and three growing 
children. You can also find Katie on twitter @messy_table.

half-daddies tall! A clever bit of 
measurement on her part, and for 
me, that brought home the mag-
nitude of physical work behind 
building this monument. Our 
youngest simply and predictably 
loved the wide space where he 
could run freely. But the memo-
ry I’ll carry is of our ten-year-old 
who stood speechless in the Neo-
lithic ditch. He couldn’t quite be-
lieve that this groove in the earth 
had been dug out five thousand 
years ago by people using deer 
antler picks. It was amazing, he 
said. Wonderful. Incredible. His 
eyes shone and he stood with the 
wind in his hair and his feet firm-
ly planted on the ground. 

A THIN PLACE
Later in the afternoon, we visited 
Woodhenge, another Neolithic 
site in the area, though one with-
out Stonehenge’s fame and leg-

end. There isn’t much to see at 
Woodhenge; the banks and ditch-
es have been flattened by centu-
ries of ploughing but in the 1920s 
aerial photography showed circles 
of dark spots in a field of wheat 
and when the area was excavated, 
ancient post holes were discov-
ered. One theory is that the prehis-
toric people built in stone for the 
dead because it would last, and for 
the living, they built in wood. To-
day, concrete markers show where 
the wooden posts stood. 

We read all this on the historic 
plaque at one side of the field and 
our children started another run-
ning game, but then we noticed 
the man sitting silently in the cen-
tre of the ring. He leaned against 
one of the posts, his face turned 
up the sky, and in that moment, 
this wasn’t museum monument 
anymore. This was an old place, a 
thin place, a place of prayer. That 

felt familiar. We know about 
places like this. And it didn’t 
matter that the history was vague 
and we didn’t really understand 
why this specific place had been 
important. It had been a place of 
people, and we could see it still 
was. People come here looking 
for meaning, searching for God 
however they might. 

We are used to looking for God 
in our traditions and in our inher-
ited stories. We find God in the 
quiet of our hearts or the busy 
actions of our days. Sometimes, 
God can seem distant and hard 
to see, but then there are the mo-
ments when we are surprised by 
God’s nearness. Walking through 
that open place, thinking of the 
depth of time and how the same 
light passes through stone pillars 
and stained glass, it felt good 
to be reminded that God comes 
close to those who search. 

DEATH IS PERVASIVE IN THE CHRISTIAN STORY.  
Our central symbol? The cross. 
More than 1/3 of the Psalms? Psalms of lament. 
One of the central metaphors of the Christian life is dying to the old 

self and putting on the new self. 
And yet, it’s really tempting to tie things up with a bow, to move on 

rather speedily from the suffering to talk about the restoration of all 
things. I certainly experience this as a writer, as a speaker, even as a 
wife and a friend: it’s hard to “stare down the abyss,” as writer Kate 
Bowler would say. 

This past Sunday at my church, the preacher named the temptation 
towards despair. It did my heart good. That’s why I love Lent: there’s 
a little more social permission to name the things that do (and should!) 
make us sad or worried.

The Christian life is big enough – God is big enough – to handle both 
my despair and my gratitude.  

Many people smarter than me have already written about this, like 
Dr. Soong-Chan Rah: 

“The evangelical culture moves too quickly to praise from lament. 
We do not hear from all of the voices in the North American evangeli-
cal context. Instead, we opt for quick and easy answers to complex is-

ASHES TO ASHES
Danielle Steenwyk-Rowaan  |  danielle.rowaan@gmail.com

Danielle works as Justice Communications Team Coordinator for the Christian 
Reformed Church. She lives in Hamilton, Ont., with her husband Dan, their German 
shepherd-kangaroo cross Roo, and their housemate Brad.

sues. We want to move on to the 
happier message of success and 
triumph and cover up the mes-
sage of those who suffer.” 

It’s not all getting better. My life 
will be (and already is) less pros-
perous than that of my parents. 

If my husband and I have kids, 
they will live in a seriously en-
vironmentally degraded world 
which will be all the more prone 
to conflict. 

If you don’t believe me, check 
out the International Panel on 
Climate Change’s 2018 report. 
The myth of progress and an 
ever-expanding economy is just 
that, a myth. And a destructive 
one, at that. 

MYTH OF HUMAN PROGRESS
I thought that realizing this 
wouldn’t affect my faith, 
wouldn’t shake me. After all, 
I’ve been reading stories of in-
justice day-in and day-out for 
a while now. But it has – wres-
tling with the realities of climate 
change and racial injustice has 

profoundly altered the questions 
I bring to God. Before this wres-
tling, had I embraced a kind of 
Enlightenment triumphalism? 
Had my faith come to under-
write the myth of progress? 

Where does my faith go after 
the death of the myth of human 
progress? 

And yet: God was still with the 
disciples in those terrifying days 
between Good Friday and the 

good news brought to them by the 
women. 

Easter is coming soon. 
But I challenge you: carry a bit 

of Ash Wednesday with you. Dare 
to “stare down the abyss.” Listen 
a little longer to the friend strug-
gling with depression, for whom 
there are no easy answers. Dare to 
read that climate change report.

Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.  
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ONE COLD AND WINTRY PRAIRIE NIGHT, a lone motorist had the bad 
fortune of a flat tire and, to his dismay, discovered that he had no 
jack or tools to install his spare. The cold and bitter wind removed all 
possibility of spending the night in the car. Grumbling to himself, the 

DO NOT DISTURB YOURSELF WITH DARK IMAGININGS 
Bob Bruinsma  |  bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Bob spent 40 years of his working life teaching the basics of scientific and linguistic 
literacy to children, adolescents and adults from elementary grades to graduate school.

traveler stood uncertainly about, 
kicking the flat tire in disconso-
late despair, when suddenly he 
noticed a pinpoint of light flick-
ering in the distance.

“It might be a farmhouse,” he 
thought hopefully. “Perhaps the 
farmer has a jack that I can bor-
row.” He wrapped his coat tightly 
around himself and began to walk. 
“It’s awfully cold,” he thought. 
“And it looks a long way to walk. 
Be a shame if the farmer doesn’t 
have a jack. In fact, I wonder if it’s 
a farmhouse at all?”

With these dreary thoughts 
percolating through his head, the 
traveler trudged on. As he neared 
what was indeed a farmhouse, the 
light suddenly went out.

“Blast!” he muttered. “Just my 
luck. The old farmer’s probably 
gone to bed and will be awfully 
sore at me for knocking at his door 
this time of night. Besides, I hear 
these old skinflints are pretty tight 
with their belongings. He’ll prob-

ably want me to deposit my first-
born for his crummy jack.”

“Oh why do these things al-
ways have to happen to me?” he 
grumbled.

WAIT
By now the traveler had reached the 
front steps of the farmhouse porch 
and, having come all this way, de-
spondently thought he might as 
well go through with his plan. He 
knocked timidly on the door. 

Nothing.
“It figures; the guy is probably 

deaf.”
He knocked again, this time with 

a fierceness borne of exasperation. 
Still nothing.
“C’mon, c’mon, open up. Oh, 

what’s the use! I should’ve never 
left home on such a crummy night. 
I hate winter driving . . . .”

But, just as despair settled 
over the traveler, there was a 
shuffling noise inside, followed 
by some muttering and unlatch-

ing of the door. 
As the farmer cautiously peered 

through the crack of the opened 
door, he was greeted by the sight of 
a thoroughly cold and disheveled 
man turning away from his door 
and calling out over his shoulder in 
a bitter voice, “Just keep your stupid 
jack and see if I care!”

Bob heard this story somewhere 
long ago but can’t remember when 
or where; so he re-wrote it in his 
own words, just for fun. He took 
the title of this column from a line 
in the 1927 prose poem, “Desider-
ata,” by Max Ehrmann. It began, 
“Go placidly amid the noise and 
haste,” and ended “Be cheerful. 
Strive to be happy.” Readers of a 
certain age may well remember 
calligraphy posters of “Desid-
erata” hanging on bedroom and 
dormitory walls. The quoted title is 
a reminder of Jesus’ injunction in 
Matthew 6 to consider the lilies of 
the fields and to not worry so much 
about our lives: what we shall, eat 
drink, and wear (though it’s prob-
ably wise to carry a jack on cold 
winter nights).  

LO AND BEHOLD
Curt  Gesch |  cgesch63@gmail.com

Curt spends much of his time trying to learn to behold bluebirds, bird’sfoot trefoil 
and the human beings that he encounters. Photo credit: John Franken.

THE FIRST SPEECH I EVER GAVE as a schoolteacher was called “Seeing 
Things,” in which I asserted that “believing is seeing.” I was trying to help 
the hearers “see” in a way which is shaped with the lens of Christianity.

Calvin DeWitt, Christian environmentalist from Wisconsin and the 
world, tries to honour the Creator in a way that makes sense in a world of 
clichés and buzz words. He doesn’t speak of “seeing things” but of “be-
holding,” a slightly archaic term which offers a way to look at the creation 
all about us and within us.

A user-friendly way to encounter 
DeWitt’s perspective is to view a 
movie, Behold the Earth, in which 
scientists like de Witt, Theo Col-
born and E.O. Wilson speak and 
show how earth-care starts with 
simply beholding what is there.

Beholding in the Calvin DeWitt 
sense includes physical seeing, 
learning to identify, feeling an af-
finity to the creation and realizing 
our relationship with creation and 
with the Creator. It starts with 
the wonder of children catching 
frogs in a marsh, perhaps. In the 
movie, DeWitt takes a core soil 
sample from marsh and flakes off 
“pages” and “chapters” of eco-
logical history from the fossilized 
pollen grains, enabling us to read 
nature as a book. Perhaps in this 
regard, DeWitt maintains, the Bel-
gic Confession’s words are much 
more literal than we might think: 
“We know him [God] . . . by the 
creation, preservation and govern-
ment of the universe, since that 
universe is before our eyes like a 
beautiful book.”

One would not ordinarily ex-
pect to see or hear E.O. Wilson in 
a consciously Christian presenta-
tion about the creation. Wilson is 
sometimes quoted as saying this: 
“I would say that for the sake of 
human progress, the best thing 

we could possibly do would be to 
diminish, to the point of eliminat-
ing, religious faiths.” But Wilson is 
a beholder, regardless of his views 
about organized religions. Wilson’s 
career as a biologist started when 
he was a child busy with examin-
ing, seeing, observing, beholding a 
variety of creatures, ending up by 
being scientifically-fascinated and 
awestruck by . . . ants.

LOCAL EDUCATION 
In my own little world of Central 
British Columbia, my friends John 
Franken, Anna Gautier and I are 
trying to help our community in 
beholding the creation. We’ve par-
ticipated or sponsored local work-
shops on topics such as sustainable 
farming, backyard fruit growing in 
the north, and are now putting the 
finishing touches on an education-
al program for adults and children 
called “Bluebirds and Tree Swal-
lows in the Bulkley Valley.”

Franken, who also sponsored an 
interdenominational airing of the 
movie mentioned above, is a local 
authority on Mountain Bluebirds: 
nesting habit and habitats, fledging 
success, predation, and more. He 
will give a short presentation about 
the birds and using nestboxes in the 
Bulkley Valley, and then all of the 
participants (50? 100?) will assem-

ble bluebird nesting boxes from pre-
cut and drilled parts made by John.  

The purposes of such a project 
are many and varied: supporting lo-
cal, popular education by imparting 
knowledge; raising awareness of 
how our activities may affect crea-
tures for good or ill; strengthening 
bonds between adults and children; 
and learning by hearing, seeing and 
doing. The local chapter of Natur-
eKids (naturekidsbc.ca) is bringing 
a group to John’s seminar. “The 
research is clear,” that organization 
says. “Kids need nature. They be-
come healthier, happier and more 
focused when outdoors.”

Perhaps our little project will 
help people in our region to behold 
the creation and meet the Creator 
who in Christ has reconciled all 
things to himself. 

“Oh, wonder!
How many goodly creatures 
are there here!
How beauteous mankind is! 
O brave new world,
That has such people in ’t!”

– The Tempest,  
by William Shakespeare 
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REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
has been providing high-quality, 
Biblically-rooted postsecondary 
education in Ontario for over 30 
years. Students and their families 
have long valued Redeemer’s dis-
tinctive vision and appreciated the 
excellent work of its faculty and 
staff. It was no secret, however, 
that this came with a high price tag. 
High tuition costs were accepted by 
some as part of their investment in 
undergraduate education, but for 
others, the price was too high. They 
simply could not afford to attend 
Redeemer, particularly when the 
alternatives were priced so much 
lower.

This fall, thanks to the gener-
osity of anonymous Redeemer 
supporters, tuition rates will be 
cut significantly. Motivated by a 

WITHIN REACH

desire to increase access to an ex-
cellent, Christ-centered education, 
anonymous donors have provided 
a five-year, $11 million dollar gift 
to the University. As a result of this 
unprecedented gift, domestic un-
dergraduate tuition rates have been 
decreased dramatically. Rather than 
the anticipated 2019-2020 tuition 
rate of $16,992, for the next five 
years, undergraduate tuition will 
be set at $9,800, a decrease of 42 
percent. This adjustment is for the 
long term. After the 2023-2024 ac-
ademic year, undergraduate tuition 
will remain competitive, with in-
dustry standard two to three percent 
increases per year on the $9,800 
tuition. It is worth noting that this 
cost-cutting initiative is directed at 
Canadian undergraduate students. 
International students and students 

in the education program have seen 
their tuition rates frozen, but not 
significantly decreased.

The change in tuition structure 
will make it possible for more Ca-
nadian students to seriously con-
sider Redeemer for their own post-
secondary education. Redeemer 
hopes that by setting tuition costs at 
a price point that is comparable to 
publicly-funded institutions, more 
students will be able to attend, in-
creasing enrolment to rates that will 
allow tuition rates to be sustained. 
The university’s goal is for under-
graduate enrolment to double to 
1,200 students by 2023.  

“We are deeply grateful for the 
generous support that will make a 
difference in the lives of so many 
students,” president Dr. Graham 
says. “We look forward to the 

positive impact that many more 
Redeemer graduates will have in 
their churches, places of work and 
communities.” 

Rudy Eikelboom  | reikelboom@wlu.ca

Rudy (reikelboom@wlu.ca), who remembers really very little from his university 
minor in chemistry, is a member of Waterloo CRC and chairs the Psychology 
Department at Wilfrid Laurier University.

HAPPY 150TH, PERIODIC TABLE! 

IN MY HIGH SCHOOL THERE were 
two large printed charts on the 
wall: the QWERTY keyboard and 
the Periodic Table of Chemical 
Elements. The QWERTY chart 
taught us to type on typewriters 
(and now on computers) without 
looking at the keys. The keys were 
set in this particular, strange or-
der to slow down typists on early 
models of the typewriter so that 
the mechanical keys would not 
jam; this ordering became the in-
dustry standard (largely due to the 
Remington typewriter). 

The Periodic Table has a more 
meaningful order, having been pro-
posed first by Dmitri Mendeleev 
150 years ago as a way to organ-
ize the chemical elements. In fact, 
Mendeleev’s method of organizing 
our world’s elements is considered 
so important that the United Na-
tions has declared 2019 as the 
International Year of the Periodic 
Table of Chemical Elements. 

The Periodic Table orders the 

elements by the number of pro-
tons in its nucleus (it starts with 
hydrogen, which has 1 proton; 
oxygen is in the second row, with 
8 protons; currently, the largest 
known element is Oganesson, 
with 118 protons). Additionally, 
there are neutrons in the nucleus, 
and the combination of protons 
and neutrons gives each element 
its atomic weight (e.g., hydrogen 
has no neutrons so its mass, 1+0, 
is just above 1; oxygen usually 
has 8 neutrons so its mass, 8+8, 
is just under 16). Often there are 
multiple numbers of neutrons 
paired with a given number of 
protons, and these variants are 
called isotopes. Each element 
has around the nucleus a num-
ber of electrons in “shells” that 
normally equals the number of 
protons. The elements in a given 
column have similar chemical 
properties because of the way 
the electrons are organized. Each 
row of the table has a specif-

ic number of electron shells in 
which the electrons are found.

The King’s Centre for Visualiza-
tion in Science (at The King’s Uni-
versity in Edmonton), in conjunc-
tion with the International Union 
of Pure and Applied Chemistry, 
has developed a wonderful online 
version of the Periodic Table. It 
shows the various isotopes of each 
element and has numerous teach-
ing tools to show why isotopes are 
important. This table can be found 
at isotopesmatter.com and is well 
worth a visit.

NEW BEAUTY
What is amazing about this Per-
iodic Table is that 150 years after 
it was first suggested, we are still 
discovering things about the order 
and nature of the elements, and 
these discoveries are being inte-
grated with for example work on 
quantum physics. The table is still 
central to our understanding of the 
way the individual elements of 

God’s creation are ordered. 
While the Periodic Table is 

complex, its regularities speak 
with a powerful voice to the or-
der and predictability of the world 
God has called into being. For 
example, the commonalities of 
physical and chemical properties 
are evident down each column, 
such as the noble gases in the 
righthand column: all colourless, 
odourless gases that are relatively 
inactive chemically, ranging from 
helium to radon.

You don’t have to be a scien-
tist to look out at the world God 
has given us and see its immense 
beauty, evident in the diversity of 

plants, the colours of the sunset, 
the majesty of the mountains and 
the power of the sea. But scien-
tists also see the world’s beauty 
on a different level: in the com-
plexity of the structure behind 
the visible world. Nature is pro-
foundly complex and always in-
teresting, and this is something 
demonstrated in the Periodic 
Table. God has given us con-
siderable richness to explore in 
the way his creation is structured. 
I thank our God that we have not 
yet discovered all that can be 
seen and found in his creation. 
Each day gives us scientists new 
beauty to explore. 

“Affordability is a key 
concern for Redeemer, for 
its students and for their 
families,” president Dr. 
Graham says. “The cost 
of higher education has 
been rising faster than the 
rate of inflation and faster 
than family incomes.” 

Redeemer University undergraduate tuition costs dramatically cut.  |  Sean Schat

Sean Schat

Sean is Assistant Professor of 
Education at Redeemer and 
News Editor for Christian 
Courier.

Graphic provided by Redeemer University College

 Kaycie Dunlop cleverly anthropomorphized each element for her graduate 
 thesis, available as flash cards online. 
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European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / 
CHOCOLATE / TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St, St. Catharines ON L2N 4N8  
Fax: 905-934-3344 905-934-6454

ramakersimports@bellnet.ca
ramakersimports.com

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  126 Niagara Street
   St. Catharines ON  L2R 4L4
On Site Parking – Side Door Entrance 
 Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

905-688-9352
Albert J Bakker 

Maranatha Homes, located in south 
Burlington near many amenities, is a 
place where Christian seniors can enjoy 
independent living in community with 
others.
• Reasonable rent rates at $850/ month
• Newly renovated units  
• Award winning architectural design
• Well maintained building and grounds
• No condo fees or utility bills
All this and more make Maranatha 
Homes an attractive and affordable 
accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact: 
Rosanne van der Woerd  905-681-0311 

109-3260 New St. 
Burlington ON L7N 3L4

Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com

Maranatha
             Homes

Living independently in Christian community

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Wholesale nursery look-
ing for a full-time Ad-
ministrative Assistant. 
Responsibilities would 
include assisting in hu-

man resources, accounting, reception and 
general office duties. 
The successful applicant must possess ex-
cellent organizational, communication and 
time management skills, be detail oriented, 
capable of multi-tasking and be able to work 
as part of a team. 
Wages will commensurate with experience.
Resumes can be emailed to hr@willow-
brooknurseries.com, dropped off between 
the hours of 8:00–4:00 Monday to Thursday 
or 8:00 to noon on Fridays, or mailed to: 

Willowbrook Nurseries Inc. 
935 Victoria Ave., R.R. #4 

Fenwick, ON L0S 1C0 
to the attention of Human Resources (No 
phone calls please) 
We thank you for your application, however 
only those considered will be notified.

VERMEER, Cornelia Maria "Mary" 
                                                         (Van der Wel)
July 9, 1931 – February 13, 2019
After a long journey with Parkinson’s, we 
wish to announce that Cornelia Maria Ver-
meer died peacefully in her 88th year on 
February 13, 2019 at Shalom Manor in 
Grimsby, Ontario. 
Mary leaves her beloved husband, William 
“Bill” Vermeer after 66 years of devoted 
marriage. 
She is predeceased by her dearly loved son 
Walter Vermeer (2012). 
Cherished mother to Anne (Arne) Yaraskavitch, 
Janet Macleod (Tony Brull), Chuck (Meme 
Huisman), PJ (Margaret), Bill (Alice), Arch 
(Lorraine), Lisa Heuving (Darren Brown), 
Terry, Ian (Mireille), Dave (Nancy). 
Mary leaves behind her two brothers in the 
Netherlands John (Annie) Van der Wel and 
Wim (Wil) Van der Wel. 
She will be fondly remembered by 37 grand-
children and 21 great-grandchildren. 
Mary ’s passing will be mourned by many 
extended family and friends. The funeral ser-
vice took place at Mountainview Christian 
Reformed Church on Tuesday, February 19. 
If desired, memorial contributions to Shalom 
Manor or Grimsby Life Centre would be sin-
cerely appreciated by the family. 

www.smithsfh.com

JOB POSTINGS

BROUWER, Jim
On Thursday, February 
14, 2019 at the age of 
82, Jim Brouwer passed 
away with family sing-
ing at his side. He truly 
lived his life to the glory 
of God.
Loving husband of Teny 
(Dekker) Brouwer of 
Chatham.
Loving father of:

Teresa & Lawrence Howe – Hamilton
Art & Marsha Brouwer – Chatham
Joyce & Carl Banninga – Dorchester
Bertina & Eric Hogeterp – Ottawa
Irene & Jeff Janssen – Chilliwack

Proud grandfather of 20 and great-grandfa-
ther of five.
Fondly remembered by siblings, in-laws, 
nieces, nephews and friends.
A farmer whose love and passion extended 
beyond fields and livestock, Jim deeply val-
ued his family, church and community. Jim 
served faithfully on boards and committees. 
He was passionate about Christian educa-
tion, welcomed strangers and took an inter-
est in people from all walks of life.
Celebration of Jim’s life was held on Febru-
ary 18, 2019 in Chatham, Ontario.
Correspondence: Joyce Banninga 
  5058 Marion St. 
  Dorchester ON N0L 1G4
Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, 
rejoice. (Philippians 4:4). 

WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM LEADER
CrossPoint Christian Reformed Church in 
Brampton, Ontario, is seeking a person who 
loves to worship and is gifted in leading, 
equipping and motivating our worship min-
istries and volunteers (approx. 20  hrs/week).  
A job description is available on our website 
(www.crosspointcrc.ca).  
Please send letters of interest and/or resumes 
to clerk.crosspointcrc@gmail.com.    

OBITUARIES

Classifieds
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VANDERMEER - ALKEMA,  Hiltje “Hilly” 
 August 13, 1924 Murmerwoude, Friesland   –   January 23, 2019 Brampton, Ontario

“In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going 
there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” John 14:2,3
On January 23,2019, our mother, grandmother and great-grandmother (Beppe) was taken up 
in glory at the age of 94, after several years of struggling with her health in Grace Manor in 
Brampton. Even though we will miss her, we are happy that she is now in her heavenly home. 
She leaves behind her children:

Klaas & Ruth Vandermeer – Innerkip, ON    
Siebe & Ivy Vandermeer – Owen Sound, ON 
Dorothy & Harry VanSpronsen –  Brampton, ON 
Sye & Elly Vandermeer –  Durham, ON
Janet & Mike Hunnersen –  Innerkip, ON
Harry & Sandy Vandermeer –  Parry Sound, ON

as well as all her grandchildren and great-grandchildren
Hilly was predeceased by her dear husband, Jacob in 2002, 
as well as all her brothers and sisters in The Netherlands. She 
is survived by three sister-in-laws and two brother-in-laws in 
the Netherlands, as well as two sister-in-laws and one brother-
in-law in Canada.
A memorial service will be held at a later date in the spring 
at Holland Christian Homes in Brampton.
Correspondence address: Dorothy VanSpronsen
              314-7910 McLaughlin Rd. S. Brampton ON L6Y 5V5

Classifieds

VACATION
HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION IN 
HOLLAND with vehicle rentals and tours. 
chestnutlane.nl

ADVERTISING & CLASSIFIEDS

For information on rates and to view our media kit, visit christiancourier.ca.  
Email family and job ads to: classifieds@christiancourier.ca. 
Email business ads to ads@christiancourier.ca  Next issue dates: April 8 (Easter) & 22.
Mailing address: PO Box 20022 Grantham, St Catharines ON  L2M 7W7

OBITUARIES (see also p.18)

SPRING FRIENDSHIP FESTIVAL
Saturday, May 11, 2019  10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Clearview Church, Oakville 
Our festival promises to be a wonderful time 
of music, fun and friendship!
Go to Friendship Festival Ontario on face-
book or weloveourfriends.com for more in-
formation or phone Herb at 289-400-2929
To register, email at marlene.nirula@
gmail.com with the names of everyone at-
tending. Everyone is welcome!!!

EVENT

SCHAT, Hennie Diemer
It has been five years 
(March 14, 2014) 
since my best friend 
and beloved wife, 
Hennie (Minke), 
passed on to glory. 
We are thankful she 
is with Jesus but we 
miss her loving pres-
ence and effervescent 
smile tremendously. 

She will remain in our hearts forever.
Fred, children and grandchildren.

IN MEMORIAM

BRUINSMA, Andrew 
On January 24, 2019, the Lord in his wisdom took to his Heavenly Home his child, my 
beloved brother Andrew Bruinsma. 
Andrew was born July 10, 1928 in Ureterp, Fr. the 
Netherlands.  He was the son of Ben Bruinsma (t1983) and 
Fanny Bylsma Bruinsma (t1991). 
After the second world war, having been in the States and 
Canada before his marriage, our father Ben Bruinsma was 
anxious to emigrate back to Canada with his young family. 
On Sept. 8, 1947, the family set foot on the SS “Tabinta" 
and arrived in Canada on Sept. 21, 1947. They settled in the 
Chatham area. 
Shortly after arriving in Chatham, the family started their construction Company “Ben Bru-
insma and Sons Ltd.” of which Andrew became president in 1983 after our father died. Many 
projects were done in Chatham-Kent, and are still here today. 
Andrew was a faithful member of the First Christian Reformed Church and loved to sing. 
Many will also remember him singing while working with him at the different job-sites. 
Andrew also had been a member of different choirs through the years; the last one being the 
“Christian Men’s Choir”. 
In the mid 1970s Andrew played an important role in maintaining the YMCA on King St. 
The YMCA was very important to him as this is where he learned to play his favourite sport, 
tennis.
Andrew is predeceased by his parents, brothers George (t1998) and Jack (t2014). He is sur-
vived by his sister Marion Bruinsma, sister-in-law Grenda Bruinsma and eight nieces and 
nephews.
Correspondence: Marion Bruinsma, 650 Queen St., Chatham ON N7M 2K2

SCHUILENBERG, Hendrik                                                                                                                                          
        July 26. 1930           Feb. 26. 2019
        Ten Boer, NL           Belleville, Ont.

After a lengthy illness, Hendrik went to be 
with his Saviour and Lord.
Loving husband of 66 years to Emmy (née 
Boonstra) and proud father of:
Helen (Gil) Huizinga – Belleville
Sue (Herb) Uddenberg – Belleville
Tineke (t1967)
Johanna (Bob) Jackins – Okotoks, AB
Bill (Susannah) Schuilenberg – Kelowna, BC
Sylvia (Lindsay) Thomson – Belleville
Mike (Bonnie) Schuilenberg – Brighton, ON

He will be missed greatly by his 18 grandchil-
dren and 37 great-grandchildren.
Hendrik was the son of Marten & Zwantje 
(Kuiper) Schuilenberg and was predeceased by 
sistersTrientje, Els and Coba. He is survived by 
sisters Biny, Siny and Betty, and brothers Auke, 
Marten and Jan all in the Netherlands.
“Blessed are those who die in the Lord . . . that 
they may rest from their labours.” Rev. 14:13

Heidleberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 1
The funeral was held on March 2nd, Pastor 
Marc Hoogstad officiated.
Correspondence: Emmy Schuilenberg
               c/o Belmont Long Term Care
               250 Bridge St. W.
               Belleville ON  K8P 5N3

HEERINGA (Ike), Nettie Dina Frederia
November 26, 1924 - February 11, 2019

On February 11, 2019 our dear Mom shed 
her tired old earthly body and entered into 
the presence of her Lord and Saviour. 
Nettie is survived by and was the dear wife of 
our Dad, Henk Heeringa, for over 70 years. 
We are thankful for the loving home our 
Mom and Dad raised us in.

Jerry & Alice Heeringa
    Michael & Amanda Heeringa
    Brian & Andrea Heeringa
       Gabrielle, Ali, Holland
Rita & Anthony Goodhoofd
    Élan (1980–1983)
    Lauren & Tyler McMillan
        Everly, Liv
    Elise Goodhoofd
    Wes Goodhoofd
Diane & Alan Engelstad
     Jeremy Engelstad
     Faith Engelstad
Marjorie & Jim Straatsma
     Noel & Sarah Straatsma
        Lily, Norahleigh
     Devin & Michaela Straatsma 
     Taylor & Rhiannon Straatsma

After raising their children, Mom and Dad 
travelled the world and were faithful support-
ers of Wycliffe Bible Translators, working as 
volunteers, globally. Mom’s greatest desire 
in life was that all her loved ones would be 
passionate followers of Jesus. Mom was 
kind, gentle, determined, hard working and 
immensely proud of her family. She was our 
gift from God.
We had the privilege of celebrating Mom’s 
life on February 14 at Holland Christian 
Homes in Brampton, her final earthly home.
In memory of Mom we welcome donations 
to Wycliffe Bible Translators at: Wycliffe.ca
Please send any correspondence to: 
  rgoodhoofd@gmail.com
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BOOKKEEPER 
admin@christiancourier.ca 
Ellissa Spyker joins Christian Courier as 
our new bookkeeper. She’s based in the 
small town of Welland, Ontario where she 
enjoys the challenge of putting her creativ-
ity to work as she remodels and redesigns 
her home. She holds a Business Degree in 
Hospitality and works in the local restaurant 
industry. Ellissa attends Southridge Com-
munity Church and says she looks forward 
to being part of the Christian Courier team. 

NEW HIRES
Please join us in welcoming these wonderful new staff members to 
Christian Courier! 

WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER 
mikaela@christiancourier.ca 
Mikaela Gossmann-Bond is currently 
studying to become a psychotherapist at 
Martin Luther University College in Wat-
erloo, Ont. Loving to stay busy, she is the 
creator and owner of her own natural per-
sonal care line, Shakespeare’s Bathtub, and 
author of the novella Toll of the Glass. As a 
practicing Catholic, she says she loves be-
ing able to learn more about the Reformed 
denomination and its culture through CC. 

DEVELOPMENT & ADS MANAGER 
brittany@christiancourier.ca 
Brittany Beacham began working in De-
velopment in 2017 with Chuck Swindoll’s 
Insight for Living ministry. With an edu-
cational background in Intercultural Stud-
ies from Columbia Bible College, she is a 
strong advocate of the global church, and 
passionate about working alongside Chris-
tian non-profits and charities to help them 
thrive.  

When not working, Brittany loves to 
read, go for walks, spend time with her 
family and pore over recipes. Brittany lives 
in Abbotsford, B.C. with her husband and 
sweet baby girl, where they are members 
of a Mennonite Brethren congregation and 
enjoy everything the Pacific Northwest has 
to offer. 

CIRCULATION MANAGER 
subs@christiancourier.ca 
Sarah Smith is ready to help you renew, 
donate or change your mailing address 
when you call CC at 1-800-275-9185. 
As a former teacher, current stay at home 
Mom/piano teacher/tutor, Sarah says she’s 
“loving this stage of life to read, play piano 
and participate in local Christian school and 
church community activities at Barrie First 
Christian Reformed Church. I am looking 
forward to interacting with the Christian 
Courier readers to maintain subscriptions 
and encourage our readership to flourish. 
Having subscribed for over a decade, our 
family is grateful for all the work of CC 
which has impacted our faith development 
and awareness of God’s kingdom work 
both locally and abroad.” 




