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en and men with intellectual dis-
abilities knew he was responsible 
for this place (Daybreak) that had 
given them life.” By his loving 
presence, Jean Vanier shared and 
embodied the loving presence of 
the Good Shepherd. It is perhaps 
no surprise that so many were 
drawn to his life and voice.

ROOTED IN FAITH
It is often remarked that Vanier 
was born into a family and history 
of privilege. That is certainly the 
case. His father, George Vanier, 
was the 19th Governor General 
of Canada, a post to which he was 
appointed following a successful 
career as a lawyer and as a diplo-
mat (he also served as the Cana-
dian Ambassador to France). Jean 
Vanier’s mother, Pauline Archer, 
also came from an established Ca-
nadian family, her father having 

YOU COULDN’T HELP BUT NOTICE JEAN VANIER WHEN HE ENTERED a 
room. This was simply on account of his size – he was a big man, stand-
ing six feet, six inches tall. So just by virtue of his physical presence, 
he would likely draw your gaze. But if Jean Vanier drew sustained at-
tention, and more than a passing glance, it was on account of the loving 
attention he gave to others. Many were drawn to him because his large 
hands and his wide embrace so evidently embodied a deep and sincere 
love for others.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Several weeks ago I had the privilege of listening in as some who knew 
Jean Vanier (1928-2019) shared stories of encounter with him. This took 
place at the 10th annual Summer Institute on Theology and Disability, 
held this year at Western Seminary in Holland, Michigan. Almost all of 
the stories that were shared painted a picture of someone who drew you 
in by giving his full attention. He was decidedly present in the moment, 
listening and sharing in a way that demanded as much of you as he gave 
of himself in the encounter.

One participant in the conversation shared about a time Vanier visited 
the Daybreak (L’Arche) community in Toronto. It was a mob scene 
as Vanier entered the home and was surrounded by members of the 
community. Yet this wasn’t adulation; not the adoration of a celebrity. 
Rather, as the speaker put it: “They drew near to him because he was 
a shepherd and these were the sheep who knew his voice; these wom-

THE FIRST TIME I READ The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up, I 
was working an evening shift at Coles making $10 an hour, feeling 
utterly discontent with my life. The moment I picked up the small 
book, with its watercoloured matte cover and heavy pages, a feeling 
of relief washed over me. Finally, here was someone who understood 
the extreme burden of having to curate life in an overstuffed world, 
surrounded by people who can’t temper the urge to buy, buy, buy! 
Naturally, I purchased it. It’s currently sitting on my shelves along 
with its sister book Spark Joy and over 700 other volumes of presum-
ably life-changing magic.

BUYING IN
Like any fad, minimalism brought with it the shiny new promises of 
increased free time and decreased anxiety. Additionally, there was a 
large moral component; minimalism fed into my discontent with late 
stage capitalism in all of its soul sucking, environmentally devastat-
ing glory, all packaged in a clean, aesthetically pleasing box. Equal-
ly tempting was minimalism’s seamless integration with aspects of 
Christianity. After all, who was more minimalist than Jesus, who trav-
elled the country with only the clothes on his back and preached the 
merits of selling one’s possessions? 

There’s a touch of cynicism here. Indeed, I could dig into many cri-

Remembering L’Arche founder Jean Vanier.  | Roland De Vries

WHY I FELL OUT OF LOVE 
WITH MINIMALISM

Discovering the myth behind the fad.  |  Jessica Lum

Continued on page 3
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VANIER CONTINUED

Roland De Vries

Roland teaches at The Pres-
byterian College, Montreal. 
He likes to explore culture 
and play with words.

served as a judge of the Quebec 
Superior Court. Archer herself 
was a nurse and, later, following 
the death of her husband, served 
as Chancellor of the University of 
Ottawa.

It is less frequently observed 
that Jean Vanier’s parents were 
people of deep faith; they were 
devout and prayerful. During their 

time at Rideau Hall one of the 
upper rooms was converted to a 
chapel so that they would have a 
place for daily prayer. The Vaniers 
were also active in areas of social 
concern, which is expressed in 
Pauline Archer’s work with refu-
gees in the 1950’s and the couple’s 
shared establishment of the Vanier 
Institute for the Family in 1965. 

All of this is to say that while 
Jean Vanier was certainly born 
into privilege, he was also raised 
by parents who lived their devo-
tion to Jesus Christ intentionally 
through faithful prayer and so-
cial action. With his founding of 
L’Arche in 1964, Vanier was not 
somehow departing from the life 
and faith of his family but was liv-
ing it in his particular and compel-
ling way. With the establishment 
of L’Arche, now with residences 
in 38 countries around the world, 
he inaugurated a life shared with 
those with intellectual disabilities, 
a life of learning from others, and 
a life in which he encouraged all 
of us to discover the truth of our 
humanity through encounter. 

WOUNDED HEARTS
At the centre of Vanier’s life and 
writings is a conviction that there 

is a wound at the heart of the human – of each human. As he puts it 
in Becoming Human (the published version of his Massey Lectures): 
“We human beings are all fundamentally the same. We all belong to a 
common, broken humanity. We all have wounded, vulnerable hearts.”

At the Summer Institute, John Swinton recalled an exchange between 
Jean Vanier and the well-known American theologian Stanley Hau-
erwas. In that discussion, Hauerwas described the difference between 
himself and Vanier in the following way: “Where I see an enemy, he 
sees a wound.” While many of us are inclined to see others as a threat, 
or as a source of conflict and difficulty, Jean Vanier was inclined to see 
others as carrying a wound in their soul. This of course is a difference 
of vision that makes all the difference for our relationships with others.

This wound in the human soul can be described in different ways, but 
in Becoming Human Vanier describes it in terms of loneliness. By this 
he means that we all have a deep sense of being unwanted and unloved 
– we experience ourselves as being alone in the world. Vanier suggests, 
further, that there is “nothing in human existence that completely ful-
fills the needs of the human heart.” Here Vanier is riffing on the famous 
words of Saint Augustine: “Our hearts are restless until they find their 
rest in you.” But Vanier’s focus is not only on the rest that we find in the 
love of God, but also on the belonging and rest we find with each other. 

THE ANTIDOTE FOR LONELINESS
For Vanier, L’Arche was intended as a place to heal human loneliness – 
both the loneliness of those with disabilities and the loneliness of those 
who accompany them. He wrote: “In our L’Arche communities we 
experience that deep inner healing comes about mainly when people 
feel loved, when they have a sense of belonging. Our communities are 
essentially places where people can serve and create, and most impor-
tantly, where they can love as well as be loved. This healing flows from 
relationships – it is not something automatic.”

For those who are exploring (theologically, through research, and 
otherwise) how we should think faithfully about disability, and for 
those who live alongside those with some disability, Jean Vanier’s life 

and vision have been a source of 
inspiration. Fundamental to this 
inspiration is his insistence that 
all of us (including those with dis-
abilities and those we mistaken-
ly characterize as “normal”) are 
wounded. That we all have a fun-
damental need for relationships 
of trust and openness and that it 
is only through such relationships 
that we will find healing. 

There are two types of stories 
that Jean Vanier tells in his writ-
ings – stories of those with intel-
lectual disabilities who have found 
a place of love and belonging at 
L’Arche and stories of volunteers 
and assistants who have found 
a place of love and belonging at 
L’Arche. In other words, there is 
really only one story. The most 
significant thing about us is some-
thing we all have in common – 
that we are lonely and broken; it 
is only in relationships of trust and 
love that we begin to discover and 
become our true selves.  

Jean Vanier shaking hands with one 
of the core members of 

L’Arche Daybreak, John Smeltzer. 
Photo Credit:  Warren Pot.
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me with, including my son, my home, my faith community and my 
maximalist husband. Instead of blaming my feelings of powerlessness 
and discontentment on my surroundings, I needed to surrender to the 
understanding that no amount of downsizing would fix my anxiety or 
helplessness.

Paul addresses this explicitly in Philippians 4:11-13: “I am not say-
ing this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever 
the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it 
is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and 
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or 
in want. I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”

How interesting that this passage is usually quoted to help those who, 
through no choice of their own, are living with less! Upon reading it, I 
felt so convicted about all of the resentment I felt towards everything 
that deigned to take up space in my life. Though the minimal life may 
seem objectively ideal to pursue Christ, Paul tells us here that content-

News

MINIMALISM CONTINUED

tiques of minimalism, from the 
preoccupation with ‘betterment’ 
as a human function to the often 
borderline idolatrous and hypo-
critical obsession with travel as 
the pinnacle of human existence. 
There’s a classist aspect as well, 
to curating lives of less when so 
many around us have no choice 
but to live without, but today 
I want to focus on the smallest 
story here: my own. 

Admittedly, I’ve always felt 
uncomfortable with life and 
throughout the years I’ve attrib-
uted it to many things. Getting 
married too young. Arbitrarily at-
tending university when I lacked 
passion for my program. Read-
ing The Life-Changing Magic of 
Tidying Up, along with watching 
it’s spiritual cousin Minimalism: 
A Documentary About the Im-
portant Things, allowed me to 
pin all of my discomfort on an-
other scapegoat – stuff.

THE PROBLEM WITH STUFF
Here’s the problem with stuff: 
humans need stuff. We need it 
not just to survive, but to func-
tion, especially in modern society. 
Shamefully, I spent hours idol-
izing thin, beautiful couples liv-

ing their lives out of the back of 
a renovated van, each with only 
five organic, 100% linen outfits 
to their name. I cursed the endless 
cycle of dirty socks and glass left-
over containers to wash at the end 
of each day. I resented my beauti-
ful, if a bit old and dusty, home 
that my husband and I worked 
hard to afford. 

I resented my husband too. His 
old sweatshirts, stacks of paper 
from high school and seeming-
ly endless acquisition of video 
games took up precious space 
that I believed would be better 
suited to an empty marble tray or 
a lone succulent in a gold dipped 
concrete planter. “How is it mor-
al to have more than five video 
games?” I would mutter under 
my breath while trudging behind 
him into EB Games. “Really, I’m 
trying to save him from himself.”

Popular minimalist blogs give 
helpful tips for “converting” 
one’s maximalist partner. To set 
an example, I downsized my 
own clothing in the hopes that he 
would willingly give up some of 
his ratty t-shirts, and I constant-
ly donated books I never planned 
on reading. “See!” I would shriek, 
while maniacally stacking old 
casserole dishes in a cardboard 
box because they didn’t “spark 
joy.” “See how happy this is mak-
ing me?” 

I rationalized my resentment 
by over-moralizing my obsession 

with minimizing my possessions. 
My husband couldn’t understand 
how right I was because he was 
raised in a chaotic environment 
with a large family and was there-
fore used to living in excess. Once 
he realized that I was right, his 
conversion to minimalism would 
fix every problem and stressor in 
our lives. He just needed to con-
form!

SURRENDER
Then we had a baby and that plan 
fell apart. Three months of col-
ic led to a life in survival mode 
and once we emerged, I gained a 
new appreciation for the stuff in 
my life. I realized that, by fixat-
ing on everything I wanted to get 
rid of, I was missing the amazing 
blessings that God had endowed 

ment should not just be sought 
when we have less, but also when 
we have more, because ultimate-
ly everything in our lives comes 
from God. Instead of constantly 
striving to curate one’s situation 
in order to achieve some level 
of settledness, it is important to 
accept the circumstances we are 
given so that, in turn, we may fol-
low his will and bless others. 

A quick word of clarification: 
I take no issue with those who 
claim that minimalism has im-
proved their lives. I don’t doubt 
it, and I applaud those who can 
commit to that form of discipline. 
I can only speak to how fixating 
on getting rid of things in my own 
life became an obsessive distrac-
tion that prevented me from fully 
surrendering to the will of God. 

LIVING AMIDST THE MESS
Hi, I’m Jessica. I’m not a min-
imalist. I’m a Christian who gets 
stressed by environmental disor-
der because it reminds me of my 
lack of agency over my own life. 

There’s no quick fix for this. In 
fact, this morning I walked down-
stairs to my living room, sur-
veyed the vast expanse of dirty 
mugs, food encrusted baby toys 
and laundry in various states of 
cleanliness, and I cried. I felt like 
a failure. I felt like I didn’t plan 
well enough, or clean thorough-
ly enough, or downsize enough 
things to achieve environmental 
nirvana. Part of my surrender to 
Christ is accepting the fact that 
I will most likely always strug-
gle with these feelings and that 
I need to make a habit of giving 
the control back to Him.

In a society that colloquially 
equates cleanliness with godli-
ness, it’s easy to feel inadequate 
in the ever-swirling chaos that 
is human life, especially when 
we’re bombarded with images of 
others who seem to have it all fig-
ured out. Minimalism is only the 
latest iteration of this very human 
practice of equating contented-
ness with a philosophy, instead of 
realizing that no earthly concepts 
can bring us peace without ultim-
ately being rooted in a personal 
faith in Christ. 

Jessica Lum

Jessica is a newly minted stay 
at home mom who currently 
resides in Edmonton, AB with 
her husband, infant son and 
a furniture destroying terror 
masquerading as a cat. 

“See!” I would shriek, “see how 
happy this is making me?”
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ONE YEAR AGO, I STOOD BEFORE THE MEMBERS OF MY congregation 
and made my profession of faith. In the months leading up to that mo-
ment, I learned a lot about the Christian Reformed Church and spent 
time reflecting on my own journey as a Christian. Two things stood 
out to me: one, I should probably reflect on my faith more than I do, 
and two, praying is not my forte. 

Most of my prayers are haphazard “God help me’s” or the scripted 
prayers of my childhood. You know: “Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray dear Lord my soul to keep. . . .” They were void of emotion. 
They were merely words. They were not a conversation with my God.

WANTING MORE
In the Bible, we are instructed to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 
5:16-18) and to “not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God” (Phil. 4:6-7).

In crisis situations, I am pretty good at praying nonstop. I know 
what I need, and I know how to ask for it. But in the everyday? I don’t 
know what to say. I craved more, but I didn’t know how to go deeper. 
I’d stare at my Bible and wonder, “if prayer is so important to Christi-
anity, why does Jesus only give us one example?”

LOOKING FOR ANSWERS
So I did what any good millennial would do and turned to the internet. 
Surely I could not be the only Christian in the world with questions 
about prayer. I found more scripted prayers. Unfortunately, praying an 
adult version of a static prayer did not go to the heart of the problem. 
There was still no life in my prayer. I kept looking.

Then I encountered prayer journaling. It’s when you write down 
your prayer for the day. The woman whose website I stumbled upon 
had different topics every day of the week with a scripted prayer for 
those subjects. She also wrote down specific prayer requests for her 
family members each month.

I decided to try it out. I picked my topics: kids, husband, marriage, 
the government (local, provincial and federal), the church, other peo-
ple and myself. Now all I had to do was figure out what to say. I start-

WHAT I DIDN’T KNOW 
ABOUT PRAYER

ed by jotting down my monthly 
prayer requests, then turned to 
the internet once more. I had bet-
ter luck finding specific prayers 
than when I was simply search-
ing “how to pray.” I copied the 
prayers and picked a time to pray.

LEARNING TO PRAY
Since I first put my pen in that 
book I have learned so much 
about prayer. First of all, prayers 
don’t have to be original to be 
heartfelt. You can use the same 
prayer over and over without it 
losing its depth or meaning. Peo-
ple have been doing just that for 
millennia with the Psalms and 

other Bible passages. Some of 
my favourite passages to pray 
over people are Isaiah 32:15-18, 
Philippians 4:19 and Proverbs 
3:5-6.

Secondly, prayer gets easier 
with practice. It can be simple 
to assume that because we are 
Christians we should have an 
innate understanding of how to 
pray, but that’s not the case. Je-
sus’ disciples asked him to teach 

them to pray (Luke 11:1). It’s a 
practice we need to do over and 
over again to become better at it. 

Thirdly, prayer can be – and 
at times should be – communal. 
Praying in front of the women 
in my Bible Study and, more re-
cently, in front of the members 
of my congregation was a huge 
struggle for me. Every time I did 
it, I’d remember Jesus admonish-

ing the hypocrite for praying on 
the street corner. It wasn’t until I 
read the book of Zephaniah that I 
realized it was alright to pray as 
a group. The prophet encouraged 
the people to “gather yourselves 
together” (2:1) to repent of their 
sins. And God promised to “puri-
fy the lips of the peoples, that all 
of them may call on the name of 
the LORD and serve Him shoul-
der to shoulder” (3:9).

Finally, prayer is about actively 
waiting for God’s answer. In the 
book of Habakkuk, the prophet 
is having a two-way conversa-
tion with God. Habakkuk asks 
a question. God answers the 

question. Reading these passag-
es makes it seem instantaneous, 
however, Habakkuk 2:1 suggests 
that might not be the case: “I will 
stand at my watch and station 
myself on the ramparts; I will 
look to see what he will say to 
me, and what answer I am to give 
this complaint.” Habakkuk is ac-
tively waiting for God’s answer. 
He is looking for it. He is antic-
ipating it. He is thinking about 

what he needs to change within 
himself to receive it.

Using a prayer journal might 
not be for everyone. And that’s 
fine, because the most beautiful 
thing I have learned since I began 
to delve deeper into prayer is that 
God doesn’t need you to speak 
to Him in lofty terms, glorified 
phrases or specific formats. He 
just wants to talk to you.   

Christina Van Starkenburg  |  Guest Editor 

Christina is an award-winning freelance writer based in Victoria, B.C. In her free 
time, she enjoys reading, dancing, and exploring the world with her husband and 
two boys.

Prayer gets easier 
with practice
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Letters

COMMON GROUND COAST TO COAST 
As I travel across the country and am part of CRC church life from 
province to province, I am more delighted in the commonalities than 
the differences amongst Canadian ministry leaders and thus the life of 
the church. There is a cross-country desire for lived-out justice, there 
is a desire for truth in a Reformed package, and an earthy simplici-
ty to fellowship and interaction amongst church family and into the 
community. I think much of this fits within a Canadian social fabric 
in which our common desire is for the other (“peace, order and good 
government”). 

This is not to say that everyone across Canada is the same nor that 
challenges do not exist. I simply don’t think the East vs. West is as 
strong as some suggest. I could as easily paint other false dichotomies 
such as rural vs urban, immigrant vs. those born in Canada. Instead, 
what we share in common is far weightier than what makes us unique 
in terms of geography.

Darren Roorda
Canadian Ministries Director, CRCNA

COFFEE SHOP CLIMATE TALK
I read the article (Trans Mountain Diet, May 27) just before heading 
off in the car to Starbucks to get a latte. I decided to ask the barista (she 
told me she was 19) about her take on the forest fires raging in North-
ern Alberta. As she got into it, I interrupted her and asked, “so, do you 
think this is connected to climate change?” A bit hesitant at first, she 
explained that Starbucks was a good employer because they give her 
time-off to do volunteer work. She went on to explain that she was 
part of a group doing some work on plastics and lamented the position 
of Starbucks on straws because both paper and plastic contribute to 
global warming and destruction of the environment. She suggested 
that individuals need to make changes, but so do large corporations.

At that point her concern became personal and, in her own way 
and words, she reiterated the opening statement by the Saskatchewan 
Court of Appeal in their carbon tax decision (a regulatory fee, not a 
tax). “The factual record presented to the Court confirms that climate 
change caused by anthropogenic greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions is 
one of the great existential issues of our times. The pressing impor-
tance of limiting such emissions is accepted by all the participants in 
these proceedings.” As she explained, “I sometimes wake up at night 
and worry about my future, I’m afraid. I don’t think we can do enough 
by ourselves. We need large corporations, governments and other or-
ganizations to do more.”

After my first reading of John Hiemstra’s response to the Editor’s 
questions, I had thought to offer some critique. I now think, however, 
that the barista who served a great latte and revealed her worries and 
fears are more likely to be the sources of the change he seeks than a 
discussion about “normative de-growth.” Google identifies roughly 
2.5 million references to “fear of climate change” and a single refer-
ence to “normative de-growth” (the CC article)! What does that tell 
John Hiemstra as a political scientist, who I hope is seriously thinking 
about engaging the Kenney government’s Minister of Energy about 
“one of the great existential issues of our time?” I suspect, the Min-
ister will be more inclined and interested in listening to the barista’s 
worries and fears about the future than “normative de-growth.” 

Jake Kuiken 
Calgary, AB 

AFFORDABLE ENERGY FOR ALL 
Dr. Hiemstra’s answer to the question “What does the oil sands in-
dustry say about us as humans?” in Trans Mountain Diet (May 27) 
takes a very narrow minded view of the world. God did not just create 
Canada and its 36 million people but also the other 192 countries and 
their eight billion people. Who is going to tell all the folks in Africa 
and Asia that they cannot live in houses or have clean drinking water 
because they cannot create cheap electricity? 

I would like to quote an excerpt from an article by Joe Oliver that 
recently appeared in the Financial Post. “It is impossible to elevate 

We have reached the end of our Subscription Drive and from the 
whole team here at Christian Courier, we would like to say a big 
THANK-YOU to everyone who subscribed or who gave a gift sub-
scription in these past weeks. To our new readers – welcome to the 
Christian Courier family. We hope you enjoy and are blessed by 
this publication. We’re glad to have you! 

 As a nation-wide, independent Christian publication, our goal 
is to engage creatively in critical Christian journalism, connecting 
Christians with a network of culturally savvy partners in faith for 
the purpose of inspiring all to participate in God’s renewing work 
with his creation. As we move forward with this goal, we continue 
to encourage you and your connections: Subscribe!

 .
New subscriptions are only $55! ($10 off) for 

20 issues/one year 
10 issues/6 months: $35

THREE WAYS TO SIGN UP:
christiancourier.ca

subs@christiancourier.ca
1-800-275-9185

people in dire need to a decent 
standard of living without very 
inexpensive electricity. Depriv-
ing them of the opportunity to 
escape grinding poverty would 
be inexcusable, without an ex-
istential justification. . . .In spite 
of the drumbeats of imminent 
doom, farm output continues to 
rise across the world. Hundreds 
of millions of people have es-
caped from dire poverty in China 
and India, thanks to fossil fuels. 
Life expectancy is rising, health 
outcomes are improving, educa-
tion is increasing. Progress is un-
deniable and affordable energy is 
a key contributor.”

I have faith that God has given 
us brains and universities that are 
educating young people to solve 
the world’s problems. While I 
agree wholeheartedly with Dr. 
Hiemstra that we in the West 
could do with less, our energy 
businesses in Canada are world 
class, giving us even more reason 
to be exporting that expertise. 

Harry Boessenkool
Surrey B.C.

SUPPORT FOR LIFEWATER
Enclosed is a cheque to sustain 
this amazing publication Chris-
tian Courier – always infor-
mative, thought provoking and 
wide-ranging in its scope. Thank 
you. God Bless. In your May 27 
publication you had a letter from 
a subscriber in Thunder Bay who 
notes the work of Lifewater. Yes, 
check it out! I have been a long 
time supporter of Jim Gehrels 
and his wife Lynda’s work. 

Julie Christiaanse 

Guest Editor’s note: Thanks for 
your note and donation, Julie. 
We’re actually working on a story 
about Lifewater for the July 22nd 
issue. Stay tuned!

WORTH THE WAIT
Thanks for CC. A note to say that 
I received two copies very close 
together – so the mail isn’t al-
ways consistent. But CC is worth 
waiting for. 

Bill Tuininga
 

THE RULES JESUS BROKE
In response to Breaking Rules 
(June 10): God indeed is a God of 
love, regardless and in spite of! 
However, the rules Jesus broke 
were all, each and everyone, man 

made, and he pointed people back to the the original rules laid out by 
God in the OT. The New Covenant reiterates some of those rules and 
Paul lays them out carefully in his letters. That said being a homosex-
ual is not the sin, you cannot help what you are unless you purposely 
choose it (and some do). The sin comes in with your reaction to this 
major issue in your life. How do I then live? Henry Nouwen, I am 
sure you have heard of him, chose to live celibate and chaste. Others 
too, simply chose to live life celibate and chaste. It becomes the same 
as folks who never find a mate, even though they long to be married. 
They live celibate and chaste. Ditto for those who are strongly drawn 
and attracted to the spouse of another. You live with, perhaps the long-
ing, but honor God with your choices. As it is God tells us he abhors 
the lifestyle.

Cornelia Hordyk

WHILE WE DISCERN
Beautifully written (Breaking Rules, June 10). Thank you [Cameron] 
for sharing, and thank you CC for publishing this story while our de-
nomination struggles to discern.

Stephen van Breda-Weverink

AN INCLUSIVITY JOURNEY
Great article (Breaking Rules, June 10). I admire the patience and for-
titude and anguish it takes to go through everything that [the author] 
did and still have the energy to help educate and bring others along. 
Years ago, Tom and I watched all the drama with women in leadership 
and churches while we were in college. Over our entire married life 
we have always been members of churches who were already fully 
embracing women as leaders. We are now at this point with inclusivity 
of LGBTQ members.

Kristin Gootjes

Thank-you for subscribing!
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Chelsey Harmon

Chelsey has pastored Christ 
Community Church (CRC) 
in Nanaimo, B.C. for the last 
eight and a half years. She 
loves living on Vancouver Is-
land, knitting and the trans-
formational work of the Holy 
Spirit through discipleship.

WE MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO VIEW 
Synod 2019 as a placeholder: 
We gave feedback on the interim 
human sexuality report; we rec-
ommended numerous church or-
der changes (about worship ser-
vices, commissioned pastors, the 
judicial code, and synod itself) 
that will need to be approved by 
next year’s meeting; we didn’t 
change any of our positions on 
things like climate change or 
our response to the conflict in 
the Middle East; and we asked 
that committee work continue 
regarding abuse of power and 
bivocational ministry. These acts 
connect synods of past and fu-
ture. However, it may be helpful 
to think of Synod 2019 as laying 
important groundwork for what 
we believe will be key synods in 
the future. 

GROUNDWORK FOR 
THE FUTURE
The substantive work of Syn-
od 2019 consisted in accepting 
the Synod Review Task Force’s 
work as we approved the major-
ity of their recommendations to 
improve and transform the way 
that synod prepares delegates 
and runs. These changes will 
hopefully increase the confi-
dence that newer delegates – es-
pecially non-pastors – have in 
participating, and it includes the 
possibility of “theme” synods 
(where worship and workshops 
center on a major agenda issue/
item or denominational ministry 
priority).

Synod also received the Abuse 
of Power report mandated last 
year. We were given a definition 
of abuse of power and were pre-
sented with a number of exam-
ples of ways that lay people and 
those in authority abuse power. 
Delegates shared stories with 
one another about their own ex-
periences of abuse of power, and 
we heard from one pastor about 
the lingering effects of past 
abuse on a church community. 
We paused our business of de-
liberating to get to the business 
of praying and lamenting, espe-

cially for those who have been 
abused within our churches. 
Among other things, Synod pro-
pelled the work into the future by 
assigning a committee to devel-
op a code of conduct for all lev-
els of the denomination. Synod 
also formed a Guardian Team to 
continue to evaluate our culture 
and to get involved early in situ-
ations of complaints about abuse 
of power. This report is just the 
beginning of transforming an 
undercurrent in our church.

Based on some of the over-
tures we considered on the last 
day of deliberations, Synod 
asked for the Council of Dele-
gates to provide two key defini-
tions to future synods: what con-
stitutes “heresy” and what are 
the boundaries on “ecclesiastical 
matters?” Synod took the step of 
condemning Kinism theology as 
heresy, and spent time in prayer 
and lament over its existence 
within our church.

A FIRST FOR SYNOD
It is worth noting the historic 
event of Synod 2019. At one 
point during this synod, every 
executive officer had to chair 
our deliberations. This included 
the first time a Deacon delegate 
presided! Deacon Melissa Van 
Dyk, at varying points of synod, 
was the Second Clerk, Vice-All, 
and Chair (when the presiding 
Chair, First Clerk Jose Rayas, 
was challenged on a decision).

With the excitement of musi-
cal “chairs,” the soberness of our 
prayer times, the anticipation of 
the changes we decided, this 
synod covered a lot of ground 
and provided delegates ample 
opportunity to express unity 
without uniformity. 

UNITY WITHOUT 
UNIFORMITY
Highlights from CRC Synod 2019.  |  Chelsey Harmon

THE HIGHEST COURT OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA 
(PCC) affirmed “two parallel definitions of marriage” at its June meet-
ing, opening the door to potential changes to the denomination’s doc-
trines and practices. The amended motions state that “faithful, Holy 
Spirit-filled, Christ-centred, God honouring people can understand 
marriage as a covenant relationship between a man and a woman or 
as a covenant relationship between two adult persons.” The current 
doctrine of the PCC holds that marriage is between one man and one 
woman, and gay or lesbian people seeking ordination in the church 
are expected to remain celibate.

If the proposed changes are approved by a majority of the church’s 
presbyteries (regional governing bodies) and reaffirmed by the 2020 
GA, they will allow congregations to conduct same-sex weddings 
and presbyteries to ordain gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer 
and intersex (LGBTQI) ministers in same-sex monogamous rela-
tionships. The measures do include a provision “that liberty of con-
science and action” be granted to those who disagree with same-sex 
marriages and the ordination of non-celibate gay and lesbian clergy.

The denomination has struggled with human sexuality for decades. 
Reports by multiple committees and departments of the national 
church have come before consecutive GAs with contradictory rec-
ommendations. Concerns about a possible split in the denomination 
over a change – or a lack of change – to the church’s doctrine and 
practices have loomed over the discussions and debates.

FOUR PATHWAYS
Rather than presenting a single set of recommendations, a committee 
of former GA moderators outlined four possible pathways: Option A: 
the church could maintain its current doctrine on marriage and ordin-
ation, Option B: it could become fully inclusive of LGBTQI persons 
by changing its doctrine, Option C: it could form three theological 
streams within the denomination with separate presbyteries within 
each stream, or Option D: it could maintain its current doctrine, but 
create pastoral exceptions to allow congregations to conduct same-
sex weddings and presbyteries to ordain LGBTQI clergy without fear 
of reprisal.

Commissioners ranked these four pathways from one to four on 
secret ballots. The ballot process selected Option B, the path to full 
inclusion. It was then endorsed with a vote on the floor of the assem-
bly with 126 commissioners in favour and 91 opposed. 

The representatives from the church’s two Korean presbyteries, 
known as the Han Ca presbyteries, withdrew from the assembly the 
following morning. “I feel like my brothers and sisters in the Han Ca 
presbyteries and the 40 percent of people who participated yesterday 

REDEFINING MARRIAGE [and voted against full inclusion] 
are welcome if we can agree 
with the 60 percent [who voted 
in favour], and if we can’t agree, 
we are no longer welcome,” said 
Rev. Denise Allen-Macartney, 
a proponent of the traditional 
definition of marriage. Times of 
open discussion and an “evening 
of empathy” revealed raw emo-
tions from people on both sides 
of the debate, with frequent ex-
pressions of longing to feel fully 
included in the church.

COMPROMISE
During the assembly’s final sed-
erunt, a pair of young ministers, 
one of whom is in favour of full 
inclusion and one who holds a 
traditional view of marriage, put 
forward an amendment recog-
nizing “two parallel definitions 
of marriage.” 

“The Holy Spirit showed us 
through our tears that there is a 
way forward,” said Rev. Jacqui 
Foxall, one of the duo who made 
the amendment, “a way where 
more chairs are brought to the 
table, and Christ feeds and nour-
ishes the church, and no one is 
asked to give up their chair – but 
just make more room.”

The amendment received 
strong support and was eventual-
ly approved. Not everyone, how-
ever, was happy with the com-
promise and 21 commissioners 
asked to recorded their dissent in 
the minutes.

 “I cannot say to my congre-
gation that Option B passed 
and was implemented,” said 
Rev. Linda Ashfield, a strong 
proponent of full inclusion. “I 
think we do a disservice to our 
LGBT community if we say this 
is a welcoming and inclusive 
church.”

“I do believe that we’re called 
to go forward together and that 
we can make this work,” the 
assembly’s moderator, Rev. 
Amanda Currie, said. “We can 
honour our diversity, and not 
discriminate against one another, 
and show respect, and include 
that diversity as we go forward 
. . . Let’s trust that the Spirit will 
be with us in the days ahead.”  

Same-sex marriage affirmed at Presbyterian General 
Assembly.  |  Connie Wardle

Connie Wardle

Connie is an elder at Knox 
Presbyterian Church in Oak-
ville, ON. 

Close of assembly worship.
Photo Credit:  Presbyterian Church of Canada.
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UNLESS YOU ARE SLEEPING, DISTRACTED BY WILDLIFE OR ON YOUR 
phone, it is impossible to miss the sign along one stretch of Highway 
16 that reads: “Girls don’t hitchhike along the Highway of Tears.” 
It is bright yellow and bears the faces of three women, beside what 
used to read “Killer on the Loose.” This sign, strategically placed just 
before you enter the Indigenous community of Witset, has stood for 
as long as I can remember. The bright colour draws your attention, 
the words leave chills and the faces and names of three women – Del-
phine, Jamaia, Cecilia – create a sense of real threat. It also brings to 
mind the dozens of other Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
and Girls, the Stolen Sisters, from along the Highway of Tears. 

The Highway of Tears is the name given to a stretch of roughly 
720 kilometers of Highway 16 between Prince George and Prince Ru-
pert in Northern B.C. Along this remote highway, officially 18 women 
have gone missing over the past 40 years, but unofficial numbers may 
be closer to 40. I grew up in Smithers, situated about halfway along 
this infamous stretch of road. Living here, the term “Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women and Girls” is a familiar one. Just this past 
September, a young Indigenous woman went missing from Smithers. 
Her remains were found, but her death is still under investigation. She 
was 21 – my age. This past June 15th, there was a walk to commem-
orate Ramona Wilson, whose remains were found just off of Highway 
16 in a wooded area 25 years ago. To hear of Indigenous women going 
missing or being found murdered is always heartbreaking and tragic-

CALLED TO JUSTICE

Kayla Boone

Kayla is pursuing a teaching 
degree at King’s University 
in Edmonton, AB. She is pas-
sionate about reconciliation 
and serves on the Canadian 
Indigenous Ministry Commit-
tee of the CRC. 

ally, far too familiar. So familiar, 
in fact, that in 2015 a National In-
quiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls was 
launched after much public pres-
sure and advocacy by Indigen-
ous and non-Indigenous activists 
who rightly saw the prevalence of 
murdered and missing Indigen-
ous women and girls as a societal 
and criminal issue. 

GENOCIDE?
On June third, the findings of the 
MMIWG Inquiry were published 
and gained Canada’s attention. 
Altogether, the report is 1,200 
pages long and contains 231 Calls 
to Justice directed towards all 
levels of government, industries, 
services and institutions. There 
is also a section addressed to all 
Canadians. 

Unfortunately, an important 
but distracting side debate has 
dominated the national conver-
sation in the days following the 
release of the report. You may 
have found yourself weighing 
in on this discussion as well. In-
stead of focusing on the Calls to 
Justice, the findings of the report 
or most importantly, the families 
and friends of those who sudden-
ly and tragically lost their loved 
ones to violence, there has been 
an outcry over the Inquiry’s use 
of the term “genocide” to de-
scribe Canada’s history and con-
temporary treatment of Indigen-
ous people. “Is this too extreme?” 
We asked ourselves – are we 
really guilty of committing some-
thing that brings to mind images 
and stories from the Holocaust, 
Rwanda, Bosnia, Rohingya, and 
many other atrocities? 

No matter how much we ques-
tion the findings, no matter how 
many times we look up the defin-
ition of genocide and compare it 
to what has taken place in Canada, 
the fact of the matter remains: we 
– our nation, us Canadians – have 
been found guilty. As Canadians 
in general, and as members of 
Christ’s kingdom in particular, 
we need to focus on the Calls to 
Justice themselves, so that societ-
al change can happen. Rather than 

How will you respond to the Report on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
and Girls? |  Kayla Boone

argue about the definition of the 
word and whether we agree with 
the application of it or not, con-
sider instead the pain, sorrow and 
marginalization that far too many 
Indigenous people in general still 
feel in this country. 

TO ACT JUSTLY
As I looked over the 231 Calls to 
Justice outlined in the Final Re-
port, I wondered what the role 
myself and all Christians play 
in addressing the findings. Un-
like the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s Calls to Action 
there is no section explicitly say-
ing “churches – Christians – this 
is what you are responsible for 
and this is what we call on you 
to do;” rather, this report calls on 
all Canadians, regardless of their 
faith, to take action in the name of 
justice for the missing and mur-
dered. 

As I read the Calls to Action, the 
words and message of Micah 6:8 
came to mind, specifically where 
it reads “and what does the Lord 
require of you? To act justly.” We 
have been instructed to act just-
ly, and that is exactly what is at 
the heart of this report. Further, 
as Christians we have also been 
directed to love our neighbours, to 
protect the vulnerable, the weak 
and the marginalized. If anything, 
this Report tells us something we 
should already know: Indigenous 

women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA 
people are some of the most vul-
nerable people in our entire na-
tion. Perhaps a place to start is 
to consider what we would want 
done if the missing and murdered 
were our daughters, our sisters, 
our mothers, our loved ones. It is 
hard to believe in such a situation 
that we would appreciate inaction, 
indifference and arguments over 
the use of the term “genocide.”  

I cannot help but think that 
if we are a people who follow a 
Lord who identified with and be-
friended the lost and lonely, we 
must take it upon ourselves to 
apply the Calls to Action to our 
lives and situations because if 
we don’t, we will have missed an 
opportunity to “do justice.” This 
is one very practical way to show 
Canada – and perhaps the world – 
that the Christian faith matters in 
an increasingly secular age.

As Christians, we have a duty 
to pursue justice in Christ’s name 
so that we may bring about the 
Kingdom of God. May we be 
found faithful in doing so – real 
lives are at stake. 

For all Canadians
Four of the 231 calls for justice listed in the MMIWG report:

• Denounce and speak out against violence against Indigenous 
women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA people.

• Decolonize by learning the true history of Canada and In-
digenous history in your local area. Learn about and cele-
brate Indigenous Peoples’ history, cultures, pride and divers-
ity, acknowledging the land you live on and its importance to 
local Indigenous communities, both historically and today.

• Confront and speak out against racism, sexism, ignorance, 
homophobia, and transphobia, and teach or encourage others 
to do the same, wherever it occurs: in your home, in your 
workplace, or in social settings.

• Create time and space for relationships based on respect as 
human beings, supporting and embracing differences with 
kindness, love, and respect. Learn about Indigenous princi-
ples of relationship specific to those Nations or communities 
in your local area and work, and put them into practice in all 
of your relationships with Indigenous Peoples.

This Community Art Piece is a mosaic in the style of a Star Blanket with each of its 128 
tiles painted by survivors and families of MMIWG during the Vancouver Community Hear-
ings. The activity was led by Jessica Slater, a Cree artist, and was made at Saa-ust Centre in 

Vancouver which was a pop-up location for Statement Gathering during the Hearings.

The Presbyterian GA included a display of photos honouring missing 
and murdered indigenous women and girls 

Photo Credit: Presbyterian Church of Canada.
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documentation. And at every turn 
she balances accounts of abuse 
with indications of hope, citing 
the organizations and individual 
crusaders who seek justice, at-
tempt to correct inadequate legal 
restraints, and work for healing 
of those broken in abusive situ-
ations. Special recognition is 
given to the role of UN agencies 
in socio-political contexts where 
laws are frequently ignored in fa-
vour of strong cultural traditions. 

PATRIARCHY AND RELIGION
Even with considerable legal and 
social condemnation, gender-
based violence continues. This 
leads Storkey to study the source 
of such violence, and the reasons 
why there is not a greater outcry 
against evident injustice against 
women. Two chapters examine 
and rightly critique theories of 
evolutionary and socio-biological 
psychology, for these approaches 
typically reduce men to stereo-
types, and fail to recognize hu-
man responsibility for ethically 
appropriate behaviour. Equally 
critical of other theories based 
on the political and social sci-
ences, Storkey gives considerable 
credence to feminist analysis of 
“patriarchy” as it addresses norms 
for social structures set by men, 
and the lines of power and control 
held by men. In such a context, 
women can be demeaned or treat-
ed with contempt, and made to 
feel it is their own fault. They are 
simply not valued for their own 
contribution. 

Being consigned to an inferior 
status is bad enough, but desig-
nation of inferiority by religious 
authorities significantly magni-
fies the impact. So, in the final 
chapters Storkey turns to the role 
of religion, focusing on Islam 
and Christianity. While too many 
Muslim-majority cultures are 
noted for repression of women, 
she recognizes that the history 
of Christianity is also character-
ized by deep-seated misogyny. 
But for both traditions she notes 
more positive indications, recog-
nizing first the voices of contem-
porary (female) Islamic scholars 
who claim core Islamic texts for 
a potentially more egalitarian ap-
proach. For Christianity, Storkey 

Reviews

TACKLING A GLOBAL CRISIS

SOME TEN YEARS AGO ELAINE STORKEY MADE A FATEFUL VISIT TO 
the war-torn Democratic Republic of the Congo on behalf of Tearfund, 
a UK-based Christian relief organization. Here she was deeply moved 
by accounts of women who had been raped, mutilated and subject to 
systemic abuse. If the estimated number of those who survived the 
ordeal runs to 200,000, there are no such records of the number killed 
in these encounters. But Elaine was equally outraged that militia re-
sponsible for these atrocities had great difficulty in acknowledging 
any wrongdoing, let alone the criminal nature of what was perpetrated 
against girls and women. 

Such stories motivated Scars Across Humanity, her recent work to 
expose the extent of gender-based violence against women world-
wide. If abuse of women in the Congo indicates an extreme instance of 
such violence, Elaine realized that one does not have to go to Africa to 
witness exploitation and brutalization of women, abduction and even 
murder, sometimes under cover of upholding family honour. 

In a number of chapters Storkey uses the chronology of a woman’s 
life to document violence experienced at the various stages of life, 
from infanticide and abortion, particularly on the basis of pre-natal 
determination of the sex of the foetus, to female genital mutilation as 
a rite of passage, child-bride marriage, honour killing, violent abuse 
in marriage and intimate relationships, human trafficking and prosti-
tution, rape and enslavement, and violence focused on women in the 
context of war. 

THE BURDENS WOMEN BEAR
The statistics are mind-boggling. The Rwandan genocide meant rape 
for at least a million girls and women. As many as 50,000 women of 
Bosnia and Kosovo were violated in a three-year period of war. Infanti-
cide and sex-based abortion (foeticide) have taken the lives of some 25 
million women in India in recent years alone. Who can put a statistic on 
the human misery caused by genital mutilation, the rite of female cir-
cumcision to which thousands of young African girls are still subjected 
every year? Or the problems of under-age brides, married to older men 
and bearing children when they have hardly left their own childhood? 

But the very breadth of treatment also raises questions. While the 
present review does not allow for elaboration, one issue does call for 
attention. The critical nature of what is happening in the context of war, 
where women suffer rape and mutilation, and may even be killed with 
impunity, raises the question of a qualitative difference in using “vio-
lence” as a single term applied also in socio-cultural contexts where it 
comes closer to representing a violation of rights. Yes, there may be 
parallels in the underlying causes, a degree of commodifying women. 
But surely, the call to action needs to be heard most loudly in response 
to systematic exploitation of women in the context of war.

To her credit, Storkey does not restrict herself to the painful statistics; 
she uses riveting stories to bring home the impact of her research and 

Wendy Helleman

Wendy Helleman

Wendy taught in the Dept. 
of Religious Studies and Phil-
osophy at the University of 
Jos (Nigeria) from 2002-08. In 
that capacity she supervised 
a number of doctoral stu-
dents whose work focused on 
discrimination and violence 
against women.

notes biblical interpretation that 
points to a far more positive ap-
preciation of women as persons in 
their own right, for Christians can 
name wrongdoing as sin, as trans-
gression of God’s good intentions 
for a balanced relationship be-
tween the genders.

A BRAVE CHRISTIAN VOICE
This well-researched,  well- 
documented, and well-organ-
ized study was first published 
in 2015 to coincide with the an-
nual International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against 
Women, the commemoration of 
the brutal murder of the Mirabal 
sisters who dared to stand up to 
the Dominican Republic dictator 
Trujillo (November 25, 1960). 
Since its first appearance numer-
ous reviews have recognized the 
ground-breaking nature of this 
wide-ranging study of violence. 
The book continues to attract 
attention, providing a platform 
for Storkey to continue the dis-
cussion in various Christian con-
texts beyond her home base in the 
Anglican community and the UK. 

The present review is based on 
the newly revised version, pub-
lished last year with InterVarsity 
Press; significantly expanded 
and revised, it added a chap-
ter particularly to recognize the 
#Me Too movement. While an 
unprecedented avalanche of stor-
ies and charges were unleashed, 
the movement actually captures 
only a very small segment of the 
troubles experienced by women 
as addressed by Storkey. If the 
solutions offered for Christian in-
volvement in this very deep-seat-
ed problem need further attention 
and elaboration, the call to action 
given here is effective enough. 
Storkey is to be commended for 
bravely tackling this global crisis 
and adding a distinctive Christian 
voice in denouncing gender-based 
violence against women.  

SCARS ACROSS HUMANITY: 
UNDERSTANDING AND 
OVERCOMING VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN
Elaine Storkey 
Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, 2015; 
IVP Downers Grove Illinois, 2018.
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Which is surely one of the rea-
sons he’s willing to stand at the 
foot of El Capitan, a 3000 foot 
wall of granite in Yosemite Na-
tional Park, and attempt to climb 
it without any safety equipment. 
The slightest slip or stumble 
would cost him his life. And 
therein lies the thrill, and I sup-
pose, the guilt of watching this 
film. Honnold’s girlfriend Sanni 
stands in for the audience with 
her mix of awe and dread at what 
he’s attempting to do.

With stunning, vertiginous, in-
novative cinematography, Free 

MY PALMS ARE SWEATY AS I TYPE THIS. 
Every summer Hollywood studios spend billions of dollars devel-

oping movies that are meant to get your pulse racing. Yet for all the 
A-list actors, cutting edge special effects, elaborate comic book source 
material, summer blockbusters are often terribly underwhelming.

Not so with the Oscar-winning documentary Free Solo. It is an ab-
solute break-out-in-a-cold-sweat thriller, and a much simpler story, 
too: a man, a towering rock and an attempt to do something no one 
has ever done before.

That man is Alex Honnold. He’s a rock climber, and his speciality is 
“free solo climbing,” which eschews the use of any ropes or harnesses. 
As you can imagine, this is an incredibly risky way to scramble up 
a cliff. But Honnold seems unfazed by risk. At one point in the film 
they slide him into a MRI and note that his amygdala - the key brain 
component for emotion and survival instincts - doesn’t light up like it 
should. He literally doesn’t feel fear like the rest of us do. 

NAVIGATING A COMPLEX SUBJECT

WHAT GREAT HEIGHTS

FREE SOLO
Directed by Jimmy Chin and 
Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi
National Geographic Documentary 
Films, 2018.

Brian Bork

Harriette Mostert

males. The author shares anec-
dotes along with statistics and 
charts to keep the reader’s interest. 
The advice he offers shows bal-
ance, for instance, ways to encour-
age girls to take more risks and 
astutely worded guidelines to pro-
tect risk-taking boys from physical 
injury and violent video games.

The chapter entitled “School” 
provides many insights for teach-
ers and parents. Sax demonstrates 
that boys and girls are equally 
intelligent, but they learn differ-
ently. He is eager for teachers to 
be aware of the information sup-
plied so as to minimize alienating 

MEDICAL DOCTOR AND PSYCHOLOGIST LEONARD SAX UPDATED 
and revised Why Gender Matters in 2017, after its initial publication 
in 2006. The title itself is a lightning rod for controversy at a time 
when the prevailing cultural narratives state either that gender is irrel-
evant or that it is all-important with multiple carefully defined expres-
sions. Although the book delves into some of this controversy in its 
later chapters (that address gender exceptionalities), its starting focus 
is on biological differences between girls and boys that go beyond 
stereotypes. Significant sensory differences (hearing, vision, smell) 
are highlighted and related to daily situations at home and school. He 
gives the biological reason that young boys are more likely to draw 
items in motion without colour!

Sax addresses the way boys and girls approach risk, aggression, hook 
up culture, drugs, alcohol, social media and gaming in different ways, 
partly due to socialization and partly due to their biological makeup.  
Brain development processes dictate that differences between boys and 
girls are more substantial than those between adult males and adult fe-

any students through their famil-
iar classroom practices or person-
al biases. While the author does 
not write from a specific faith 
perspective, his approach ac-
knowledges faith groups as vital 
to the development of girls and 
boys; anyone who works with 
children and youth in a church 
setting would find this title worth 
reading. 

Solo depicts one of the greatest 
athletic feats in the history of the 
human species. It also explores 
the grip our obsessions have on 
us, interrogates our desire to 
climb past creaturely limits, and 
shows the apparently fine line be-
tween sheer genius and reckless 
stupidity.  

WHY GENDER MATTERS 
Leonard Sax
Harmony, 2017 (2nd edition).

Harriette Mostert

Harriette spends her days 
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CROOKS AND CONS
Phil Christman

get suckered by a biz-school drop-
out with a weird voice. On the sec-
ond level, it’s an absurdist detec-
tive novel, in which an innocent 
naif tries to unweave a criminal’s 
web of lies, but the naif herself, 
and all the victims, are all them-
selves representatives of garbage 
institutions. After all, it’s a prod-
uct of a corporate American TV 
news company, and many of the 
“victims” are themselves crooks. 
Could a person beloved by Henry 
Kissinger and George Shultz be 
anything but a fake? By the time 
Preet Bharara – the former US 

IN COLLEGE, WE LEARN ABOUT “SUPPLY AND DEMAND” AND “ratio-
nal utility maximizers.” We learn about Business and Economics and 
Political Science as though – hilarious thought – these were separate 
subjects. To steal John Ruskin’s analogy, it’s as though you went to 
human-anatomy class and studied imaginary people with no skeletons. 
Half the pleasure of reading nonfiction and journalism in adulthood 
comes from watching people explain, or reveal, how it works with skel-
etons.

You can get that sort of pleasure on two different levels from “The 
Dropout,” a fascinating podcast about billionaire conwoman Elizabeth 
Holmes. (She pretended, to investors and maybe herself, that she’d in-
vented a device that could run many medical tests from a single drop 
of blood. It could, in fact, not do this.) On one level, the level the show 
intends, it’s a story about a serious journalist trying to figure out why 
so many savvy and respectable people - Henry Kissinger! Reagan’s old 
secretary of state George Shultz! High-level Apple employees! - could 

attorney who tolerated a culture 
of endemic corruption in Wall 
Street, but he also made Donald 
Trump mad once, so now he’s a 
#Resistance hero – shows up to 
talk about whether Holmes will 
do jail time, the effect has become 
eerily hilarious, like a painting of 
a prosecutor and a defendant and 
a judge, but they’re all one guy, 
who is also the artist. 

THE DROPOUT 
Produced by Taylor Dunn and 
Victoria Thompson
ABC News, 2019.

Phil Christman

Phil writes and teaches in 
Ann Arbor, MI. He is the editor 
of the Michigan Review of 
Prisoner Creative Writing. 
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KIDS THESE DAYS
Exploring vocation with iGen.  | Ross Lockhart

I PICKED MY DAUGHTER UP from youth group one night and asked 
her how they spent their evening. “We played lots of games, had some 
snacks and a bible study.” I smiled and said, “sounds like fun, what 
was the bible study about?” Switching radio stations from my country 
music to something with the latest pop songs she replied, “um, we 
read the story about Samuel and Eli and talked about hearing God’s 
call.” My daughter paused, distracted by the initial chords of a song 
she didn’t like and after switching radio stations again continued say-
ing that the youth pastor, “asked us what we imagined God created us 
for and what he wanted us to do with our lives.” Her words hung in 
the air as an iPhone was swiftly connected to the car and a new song 
started. “You know Dad,” she said pensively, “that was the first time I 
can think of when anyone in the church asked me questions like that. 
You know, like that God might actually be trying to show me what to 
do with my life.” I drove on in a bit of stunned silence. First of all, I 
was so pleased that our youth pastor was asking questions regarding 
vocation of the youth.  Second, I felt like a terrible dad (again) for not 
having had this specific conversation yet with my teenage daughter. 
No wonder preachers’ kids have such a curious reputation.

On that drive home from youth group, I heard the Holy Spirit whisper, 
“pay attention, this conversation is important,” like a ticker tape running 
through my mind. Where do we create space for youth in the church to 
dig into the question of vocation, I wondered? The generation coming 

up behind the Millennials is ex-
periencing a world of gospel and 
culture challenges unlike anything 
we’ve seen before. As psychol-
ogist Jean M. Twenge writes in 
her book, iGen:  Why Today’s Su-
per-Connected Kids are Growing 
Up Less Rebellious, More Toler-
ant, Less Happy – and Completely 
Unprepared for Adulthood, “The 
waning of private religious be-
liefs means that younger genera-
tions’ disassociation from religion 
is not just about their distrust in 
institutions; more are disconnect-
ing from religion entirely, even at 
home and even in their hearts.” 

While iGen’s parents, known 
as Gen Xers, may have been (in 
the words of Vancouver author 
Douglas Coupland), “the first gen-
eration raised without religion,” 
many were still aware of a fading 
memory of Christendom. Today, 
Gen Xers are often referred to as 
“dones,” when it comes to their be-
lief and involvement in the Church. 
But this new generation, born be-
tween 1995 and 2012, are living 
examples of what sociologists call 

the “nones,” meaning no Christian 
memory and no biblical literacy. 
They live not narrative-driven lives 
that help connect with the Christian 
arc of salvation from creation, fall, 
covenant, Christ, church and one 
day consummation; rather, they 
live episodic lives focused on the 
immediate goals and needs before 
them in what Canadian philosopher 
Charles Taylor calls, “the imminent 
frame.” While Millennials have of-
ten been referred to as “spiritual but 
not religious,” Twenge’s research 
concludes that the iGen cohort “are 
actually less spiritual as well as be-
ing less religious.”  

Twenge concludes that iGen’ers 
are less religious and less spiri-
tual, “publicly and privately, and 
strikingly different from previ-
ous generations when they were 
young. The move away from 
religion is no longer piecemeal, 
small or uncertain: it is large 
and definitive.”

A CALLING FOR THE CHURCH
Yikes, it’s not like we didn’t al-
ready have enough to worry 

about as parents of this upcoming 
iGen before reading that. This 
news is surely alarming for those 
of us trying to raise our children 
to have a deep and transformative 
relationship with the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. We rightly at-
tend to our children’s justification 
through baptism and raise them 
to know the living God made 
known in Jesus Christ through 
Sunday school, camp, vacation 
Bible school, youth group and 
any other number of programs. 
If we’re honest, however, we 
knew deep down that Sunday 
school and endless rounds of 
Veggie Tales videos would not 
suffice for proper catechesis that 
leads to sanctification, so today 
we wait, pray and watch for the 
Holy Spirit to move in our young 
people’s lives. Will they exhib-
it growing faith and confirm the 
baptismal vows we made on 
their behalf, moving with the 
Holy Spirit’s power from being 
covenant members to professing 
members of Christ’s church? And 
if we pray that confirmation will 
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not be seen by them as graduation 
out of the church, then we need 
our young people to have a much 
deeper understanding of their vo-
cation as a disciple of Christ. In-
deed, just as God gathers his peo-
ple for worship, and equips them 
through Word and Sacrament, so 
too does God send us as mission-
ary disciples out into the world. 
But to what end? For what pur-
pose? Friends, school teachers, 
sports coaches are all speaking 
into the lives of our young peo-
ple giving them guidance, advice 
(solicited or otherwise!) and di-
rection on what to do with their 
one life. How might the church 
more effectively lift up the theo-
logical understanding of vocation 
in the lives of our youth?

These questions that emerged in 
the drive home conversation with 
my daughter, both spoken aloud 
and those bubbling up in my head, 
led me to design a high school vo-
cational discernment retreat at our 
west coast theological college. St. 
Andrew’s Hall is the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada college on the 
campus of The University of Brit-
ish Columbia.  With financial sup-
port from the Atlanta-based Forum 
for Theological Exploration, we 
hosted 32 teenagers evenly split 
between the Greater Vancouver re-
gion and Vancouver Island during 
spring break last March. An even 
mix between young women and 
men, the group represented the 
diversity of this region with more 
than 50 percent of participants be-
ing Korean, Chinese or Taiwanese 
Canadian. Through the Centre for 
Missional Leadership at St. An-
drew’s Hall, students and faculty 
hosted the teenagers over several 
days on campus with activities 

including daily worship, faith for-
mation activities (prayer, spiritual 
disciplines) and lots of fun includ-
ing field games, a movie night, 
campus-wide scavenger hunt using 
their smartphones, and a trip to the 
new UBC swimming pool. Oh, 
and side trips to Starbucks – the 
unofficial west coast sacrament.

In addition, every day there 
were multiple guest speakers 
from faculty of local seminaries 
speaking in “Ted Talk-like” for-
mats on a variety of topics in-
cluding “Faith and imagination,” 
“Prayer and possibilities,” “How 
do we know what God wants?” 
“Living in Christian community,” 
and “Discernment in our daily 
lives.” These speakers respond-

ed ably to the thoughtful ques-
tions posed by the teenagers, as 
they went deeper together on the 
theme of God’s call on their lives. 
Often these talks from seminary 

professors strayed more towards 
testimony as the teens’ questions 
pushed speakers to name why 
Christian faith was core to their 
identity and decision-making.

AN iGEN EXCHANGE 
Alongside these guest speakers, 
we also included a three-hour 
rotation of seminary students 
to hang out with the teens, giv-
ing them evidence of the depth 
and breadth of those preparing 
to lead Christ’s church in the 
future. This diversity included 
young women and men studying 
for the ministry who were born 
around the world from such re-
gions as Asia, North America, 
South America, Africa, Europe 
and Australia. This diversity 
was noted by the teenagers in 
their end-of-program evaluation, 
giving them a sense of the glob-
al breadth of Christ’s church as 
well as being able to help the 
teens imagine themselves as 
Christian leaders from a variety 

of different backgrounds.  
One of the most successful mo-

ments of encounter with the teens 
was on a Wednesday evening af-
ter our free college soup night, 

which feeds around 150 thrifty 
and stressed graduate students in 
our residence. We had the teen-
agers remain in the hall after 
cleaning up.  Local pastors were 
invited to spend time talking with 
the teenagers about their personal 
call to faith in Jesus Christ. The 
way we did this was to make the 
teenagers the interviewers in a 
“speed dating” model that gave 
the teens a set group of questions 
to ask the specific leader in front 
of them for 10 minutes. After 10 
minutes, a bell would ring, and 
they would have to move and find 
another pastor to interview with 
the same questions. The result 
was a rich sharing of God’s call 
and faithfulness, and the teens 
seemed to like their role as inter-
viewers of these Christian lead-
ers. Many even went “off script” 
and asked other questions of faith 
as the night progressed. They be-
came, in the language of Vancou-
ver missiologist Alan Roxburgh, 
“Detectives of Divinity.”

The retreat attempted to equip 
teenagers with specific Christian 
practices to help them remain in 
communication with God regard-
ing discernment long after the 
event was over.  Specialists vis-
ited campus and led the teens in 
practices such as prayer walking, 
Lectio Devina, mini-examen, 
journaling and walking a nearby 
labyrinth. The teens specifically 
mentioned engagement of these 
practices in their final evalua-
tion as some of the most helpful  
aspects of their time together. 

In the end, the event succeed-
ed in exposing the teenagers to a 
deeper understanding of vocation, 
opening them up to new ideas 
about discernment and broadening 
their horizons on what it means to 
be a disciple of Jesus Christ. In the 
evaluation, 79 percent of partici-
pants responded positively to the 
question: “Have you caught sight 
of where God is calling you?” A 
further 61 percent were confident 
in seeing where God was calling 
them; 18 percent were open to 
God revealing their path, even if 
they didn’t know what that was 
yet. Additionally, there were a 
handful of participants who could 
already articulate a clear sense of 
call to being a minister, chaplain 
or missionary.

I share these reflections by way 
of encouragement for readers 
wherever you find yourself across 
the country. There are iGen teens 
and young adults in your church-
es and communities trying to fig-
ure out, like every generation be-
fore, what to do with their lives.  
Unlike previous generations, 
however, iGen is facing a unique 
set of challenges and influenc-
ers at a much earlier stage from 
technology and social media to 
environmental crisis and employ-
ment uncertainty. Intentionally 
exploring the essential question 
of vocation with youth and young 
adults helps them turn, by God’s 
grace, from dilemma to doxology 
adding their voices to those who 
have gone before us in the words 
of the psalmist, “from generation 
to generation we will proclaim 
your praise.” 

The move away from religion is no 
longer piecemeal, small or uncertain: 

it is large and definitive.

Ross Lockhart

Ross is an Associate Professor 
at St. Andrew’s Hall, Vancouver, 
and Director of the Centre for 
Missional Leadership.

Retreat leadership team (l to r): Daniel Martinez, Ross Lockhart, Andrea Perrett and Janet 
Eastwood as well as St Andrew’s Hall mascot, ‘Andy the bear.’

‘Called to Be’ high school vocational discernment participants 
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CoMPLIMENTARY
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905 503-5560   

A Christian Community 
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NOT LONG AGO, watching televi-
sion was like this:

On Thursday night at 8PM, you 
and your dad would sit together for 
one hour with a bowl of popcorn 
and tune into CBS to watch the 
latest episode of Magnum PI. The 
next day at school, you’d talk about 
that episode with your friends. 

Not long ago, listening to a 
new piece of music was like this:

You and your buddy would take a 
trip to the mall. At the record store, 
you’d buy the latest album by Pe-
ter Gabriel on vinyl or, if you were 
technologically advanced, on CD. 
You’d take it home, pull off the 
wrapper, pop it on the turntable and 
listen to both sides of the record, 
reading the liner notes and discuss-
ing the meaning of the tracks. 

Today, we live in an on-de-
mand world. Watching television 
is like this: 

You decide to watch the second 
episode of the second season of 

“GOOGLE, SHOW ME COMMUNITY”

Lloyd Rang |  lloyd@lloydrang.com

Lloyd works in communications and is a member of Rehoboth CRC in 
Bowmanville.

“I’M NOT YOUR INSPIRATION”
Sara Pot |  thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story includes daughters Rachel and Janneke who are severely 
disabled but radiate joy and grace.

SO SAYS STELLA YOUNG, an Aus-
tralian comedian and journalist, 
in her Tedx Talk in 2014. She 
had osteogenesis imperfecta and 
died in December 2014 at age 
32. With her disability limiting 
her to a wheelchair, Stella shared 
instances of perfect strangers ap-
proaching her and stating she “in-
spired” them. She took this idea 
to task by pointing out the false 
narrative about disability being a 
tragedy. In addition to feeling pa-
tronized rather than empowered 
with the “inspired” praise, Stel-
la believed that people are more 
disabled by the society they live 
in than by their own bodies and 
diagnoses.

I was reminded of this concept 
last month when I saw the excite-
ment in social media over a con-
testant’s video for the American 
televised talent show America’s 

Magnum PI – a spooky little sto-
ry called “Dead Man’s Channel.” 
You pull out your remote, click 
on the Netflix or ITunes icon, pull 
up the episode and watch it. Or, if 
you’re into a newer show, you can 
binge-watch an entire season. 

Listening to music is like this: 
You pull out your phone. You 

open the Sonos app. You decide 
to listen to Track Two of Peter Ga-
briel’s 1986 album “So,” a soaring 
ear-worm called “Sledgehammer.” 
You click on it, you listen, and you 
move on. Or, if you’re technologi-
cally advanced, you say the magic 
words: “Google, play Sledgeham-
mer,” and the music starts. 

GOODBYE CABLE TV
I have to admit, living in an 
on-demand world is pretty cool. 
No matter how you’re feeling –  
you can instantly conjure up ex-
actly the right song or TV show or 
movie to suit your mood. That’s 

comforting and convenient.  
That’s why so many of us have 

“cut the cord.” In a recent study, 
researchers found that 44.5 per-
cent of under-30 Canadian house-
holds don’t have cable or satellite. 
That compares to 31.2 percent 
for those aged 30 to 39 and 18.9 
percent for people between 40 to 
54. Among those aged 65 and up, 
only 3.9 percent have cut the cord. 
Young people, especially, don’t 
feel they need cable television. 
And they sure as heck don’t buy 
CDs or vinyl anymore. 

There is one exception. 
Streaming services like iTunes 
or Amazon or Crave are great at 
giving you previously record-
ed programing on-demand. But 
what they’re not very good at – in 
fact their fatal flaw – is that they 
don’t carry live sports. So, what 
do you do if you’re one of those 
30-somethings who no longer 
have cable – and your favourite 
sports team suddenly finds itself 
in the NBA Playoffs? 

You can do what our family 
tried to do – piggy-back your in-
laws’ TSN feed through an app, 

then sling the feed from an iPad to your Apple TV – but that feels a 
lot like the old days of having your kid brother hold the rabbit ears 
in the only part of the room that gets a signal. 

WE THE NORTH
Instead, you do what Canadians did during the NBA finals. You gath-
ered around the TV at friends’ places who still have cable. You went to 
a bar. Or – as the series went on – you joined with thousands of people 
standing outside, together, in all kinds of weather watching screens in 
the “Jurassic Parks” that opened all over the country. 

And when you did that, you discovered something magical. Enter-
tainment can create a community. Humans crave that sense of com-
munity. We want to share experiences with each other. Being cut off 
in our own little on-demand worlds of our own making is isolating. 
Lonely. We want to share experiences and be with other people. It 
makes us indescribably happy. 

It makes us so happy, that 2 million of us got together in downtown 
Toronto one day in June, to keep the magic going just a little while 
longer. To party. To celebrate and share a great experience for one 
more day, before we go back to the loneliness of our on-demand lives. 
Back to our personal, ephemeral, cloud of solitary moments. 

Waiting for the next time.  

Got Talent. Kodi Lee, a musical 
savant who is blind and autistic, 
came on the stage with his moth-
er and was met with many ques-
tioning looks. It was as if the au-
dience collectively expressed this 
question on their faces: “How 
could this obviously disabled in-
dividual compete?”

DISABLED AND TALENTED?!
When Kodi sat down at the piano 
and beautifully crooned out Leon 
Russell’s “A Song For You,” the 
shock and awe was obvious, as the 
cameras panned the judges and the 
audience. When he finished, the 
audience took to their feet and ap-
plauded, and the judges took turns 
sharing their delight with Kodi. 

Within no time, the video of his 
song went viral on social media. 
One website featured the video 
with the title “Kodi Lee Defeats 

Autism and Blindness With Mu-
sic.” Many people shared a pic-
ture of Kodi with words such as 
“overcame the odds” and “great 
inspiration to many.”

Disabled individuals and organi-
zations were quick to make state-
ments regarding the social media 
response to Kodi’s performance. 
Many were uncomfortable with 
the hype – as if it was a miracle 
that someone can be disabled and 
talented. Others wondered if the 
hype would only spur on more 
troublesome tropes of disabled 
people overcoming their tragedy.   

AUTHENTIC REPRESENTATION
I don’t live with a disability in the 
way my children do. I am aware 
that my story-telling about their 
lives is one step removed from the 
authentic version. There are times 
when I wonder if Rachel and Jan-
neke see the whole experience dif-
ferently from me. In an attempt to 
understand, I intentionally follow 
different disabled adult advocates 

on Twitter and read articles writ-
ten from similar perspectives. 

In early June, not long after Kodi 
Lee’s performance, actor Ali Stro-
ker became the first wheelchair-us-
ing actor to win a Tony award. 
She proclaimed, “this award is for 
every kid who is watching tonight 
who has a disability, who has a 
limitation, or a challenge, who has 
been waiting to see themselves 
represented in this arena. You are.” 

MEASURED BY WHO WE ARE
Perhaps it isn’t all bad to have a 
musical savant who is autistic and 

blind take centre stage in popular 
culture and wow all who watch. 
Not many years ago, someone like 
Kodi would have been kept hidden 
in an institution, and no one would 
have been awed by his gifts. Per-
haps it isn’t terrible to be moved by 
someone like Stella who preached 
hard but important truth from her 
wheelchair; when Jesus imparted 
wisdom, he also sat down. Stella’s 
words and Kodi’s audition ought 
to remind all of us about what it 
means to be measured and valued 
– not by what we do but by who 
we are. 

“Meaningful change 
begins with starting 
a conversation about 

changing the way disability 
is represented in the media 
and taking the necessary 
collective actions which 
finally result in authentic 
and meaningful inclusion 

of disabled people.” 
-Judy Heumann, advocate.
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IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE all about 
language. After the Parti Québé-
cois formed its first provincial 
government in late 1976, it en-
acted Bill 101, the Charter of the 
French Language, which abol-
ished Québec’s previous bilingual 
status and guaranteed the priority 
of the majority tongue. But with 
two failed referenda behind it, the 

GOODBYE TO QUÉBEC?
David T. Koyzis  |  dtkoyzis@gmail.com

David is author of the award-winning Political Visions and Illusions, the revised 
second edition of which is now available from InterVarsity Press and the usual 
online vendors.

PQ eventually lost its momentum, 
and the threat of separation reced-
ed. Or so we thought.

However, Québec’s Bill 21 could 
bring Canadian unity back to the 
forefront and pose more of a danger 
to Confederation than any dustup 
over language. This controversial 
legislation proposes to prohibit a 
wide variety of public employees, 

including school teachers, crown 
prosecutors and police officers, 
from wearing religious symbols. 
Most controversial of all, the bill 
invokes section 33 of the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms, the so-
called Notwithstanding Clause, to 
bypass the constitutional guarantees 
of “freedom of conscience and re-
ligion.” Premier François Legault 
and his Coalition Avenir Québec 
have the support of the PQ, but not 
of the two other opposition parties.

The CAQ is using its comfort-
able majority in the National As-
sembly to attempt to push this bill 
through. As I write, it is not clear 
whether it will pass before the 
summer recess begins. Readers 
will have the advantage over me 
by the time this appears in print. 
Yet whether the government gets 
its way or not, Bill 21 or any-
thing similar represents a direct 
challenge to what might be called 
Canada’s established religion, 
namely, a belief in the redemptive 
power of Human Rights, spelled 
with initial upper-case letters.

A SECULAR FAITH
Of course, all governments, in so 
far as they are called to do public 
justice, must undertake to defend 
the rights of citizens. But in Can-

ada we have put Human Rights on 
so high a pedestal as to invest them 
with unrealistic hopes. We expect 
them to resolve our social and pol-
itical problems, and Winnipeg even 
boasts a Canadian Museum for Hu-
man Rights, a grand temple devoted 
to this secular faith. Furthermore, as 
former federal Liberal leader Mi-
chael Ignatieff has written, human 
rights are nonsensical outside of an 
individualist framework. From his 
perspective, we apparently hold our 
rights in opposition to the commun-
ities of which we are part.

Nevertheless, a modest empha-
sis on rights is a very good thing, 
as long as we keep four things in 
mind. First, contrary to Ignatieff’s 
assertion, we must recognize our 
communities to have rights as 
well. Second, we need to admit 
that initial claims to previously 
unrecognized rights are precise-
ly that – mere claims requiring 
thoughtful consideration and ad-
judication. Third, as rights claims 
often conflict with each other, we 
need to recognize that they can 
as often cause controversy as re-
solve it. Finally, all rights are lim-
ited by multiple considerations, 
including the legitimate diversity 
of communal standards in a pluri-
form society.

IRRECONCILABLE DIFFERENCES
If the CAQ is taking Québec 
down a different path, in which 
individual and corporate religious 
freedom becomes subordinate 
to the homogenizing force of a 
state-sponsored ideology, the 
province may find itself oper-
ating outside the constitutional 
principles valid for the rest of the 
country. When and if this occurs, 
it is unclear that the Canada we 
have known for a century and a 
half can survive.

Almost a decade before Con-
federation, President Abraham 
Lincoln observed that a nation 
cannot endure half slave and half 
free. The Americans fought a civil 
war over this. Obviously, Can-
ada is not flirting with civil war. 
It is highly unlikely at this late 
stage that Canadians would fight 
to keep Québec inside the coun-
try. But the hallowed principle of 
equality under the law means that 
citizens must receive just treat-
ment wherever they live or trav-
el. If one province abandons this 
principle for a contrasting legal re-
gime, this could put more pressure 
on Canada’s continued unity than 
any issues related to language. Let 
us hope and pray that it does not 
come to this. 

LOVE BEFORE LAW
Tom Wolthuis  |  tomwolthuis@gmail.com

Tom  is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church and the Director of Geneva 
Campus Ministry at the University of Iowa.

HUMAN SEXUALITY, THE ISSUE is 
tearing up churches and our soci-
ety. As I write this, I plan to par-
ticipate in a discussion of a report 
on this topic at the Christian Re-
formed Synod in June. This report 
has excellent stories that reflect the 
concerns and issues in real person-
al terms. It leads us in humble con-
fession and encourages us to learn, 
listening to those who personally 
wrestle with their sexuality.

The report speaks to the value 
of our physical bodies, the good-
ness of creation and our sexuality, 
the importance of sexual behav-
ior relationally and spirituality, 
and the affirmation of singleness, 
all in the context of our mission. 
This is good and foundational, but 
I wonder if it will help us address 
the hurt in our culture. This report 
seems more an attempt to justify 

the current CRC position than to 
move forward in discussion and 
compassionate ministry. 

THE ETHICAL WHAT
The report takes an ethical, moral, 
legal approach to texts, focusing 
on practices and behaviours (the 
what), rather than on the meaning 
of the practices (the why). The 
report addresses a limited set of 
relevant texts with no reference to 
the “do not commit adultery” com-
mandment. There is no interaction 
with texts like Romans 1 and 2 
dealing with the issue and our at-
titude. 1 Corinthians 13, especially 
verse 14, should be relevant to en-
courage love and humility.

THE THEOLOGICAL WHY
The interpretation of texts re-
quires the cultural theological 

context. The very brief exposition 
of the Levitical passages does 
not look at how sexual practice 
was tied to an idolatrous religious 
perspective and practice. Sex in 
Canaanite culture was a religious 
practice to induce the (male) gods 
to impregnate the (female) earth. 
The reason sexuality in the He-
brew Scriptures, Jewish polemic, 
and Paul (Romans 1), is tied with 
idolatry is because they were tied 
together in a pagan worldview 
that practiced cult prostitution. A 
biblical theological approach asks 
the question “why?” to get at the 
meaning within the culture.

CULTURAL QUESTIONS
If we do not take cultural theo-
logical context into account, we 
become legalists tied to possibly 
inadequate cultural perspectives of 
the past. We need to wrestle with 
how the cultures of the past might 
have had a limited understanding 
of sexuality. Do they even know 
of other cultures where sexuality is 
more fluid or where gender might 
change in individual development? 

If we held only to the understand-
ing of the culture of the text, we 
would not baptize females. Cir-
cumcision was for males only be-
cause of their understanding of the 
male seed and lack of understand-
ing of the female egg.

Asking the cultural theologi-
cal question includes seeking the 
meaning of sexual acts in our cul-
ture today. Are we only animals ex-
pressing basic animalistic instincts 
in sexual actions? Is sexual practice 
only about personal pleasure? There 
are good statements in the report 
about our Christian perspective of 
sexuality reflecting Christ’s rela-
tionship to the church. How does 
this contrast with our culture and 
give a greater meaning and purpose 
to sexual practice?

IDEALS AND EXCEPTIONS
The report glosses over the Bib-
lical exceptions in Deuteronomy 
and referenced by Jesus. Yes, 
there is an ideal, but the excep-
tions have meaning. Can we only 
impose the ideals, or do we also 
need exceptions, as we do re-

garding divorce and remarriage? 
Is nakedness a creational ideal? 
Should we impose vegetarianism 
as a creational norm since Genesis 
9’s permission to eat meat is only 
a concession to our wickedness? 

All of us wrestle in our own 
lives and culture with broken sex-
uality. In one of God’s greatest 
gifts, sin shows itself most per-
versely. How can we go forward 
loving and accepting those who 
experience their sexuality as ex-
ceptions to the majority? Do we 
impose rules, or do we discuss 
purpose and meaning of sexual 
behaviors? Theological meaning 
must come before declaring moral 
practices. Love must come before 
law. 
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SPENT: WHY THIS CHRISTIAN SINGLE IS DONE WITH SAVING SEX

Karissa Sovdi   |  karissasovdi@gmail.com 
 
Karissa is an author, counsellor and firm believer that singleness is a life to be lived, 
not a problem to be solved. For the full article or to hear more about her upcoming 
book, visit www.singledoutbook.com

HAVING GROWN UP IN CHURCH, 
I’ve lost count of how often I’ve 
heard the announcement for the 
latest iteration of that series on sex 
or marriage or something like it. 
It’s always for married people, but 
in the name of inclusivity, one seg-
ment will be awkwardly reserved 
“for the singles.” It’s usually 
preached by a married male pastor 
who met his wife of 20-plus years 
when they were 17, or in Bible 
College, or both. His not-so-ac-
cessible message can be summed 
up in one word: “wait.” 

It might be said in other ways: 
sex isn’t for you (yet), pray for a 
spouse, porn is destructive, mas-
turbation is selfish, etc. but it is all 
targeted at one audience – singles 
eager to marry. These messages 
ignore the one audience that sta-
tistics reveal to be growing at a 
rapid pace – singles without mar-
riage on the horizon – because in 
church, you’re either married or 
not-yet-married. Unless of course 
you are one of the few with the gift 

of singleness. 
That idea comes from the New 

Testament, where Paul states that 
we are better off staying single 
and serving the Lord full time, 
but if we can’t stay celibate, “it is 
better to marry than to burn with 
passion” (1 Cor. 7:9). One teeny 
paragraph and for years Christians 
have used it to tie abstinence in 
a bow without discussing what 
is inside the package. Any ounce 
of sexual desire is understood as 
a disqualification of the gift, rath-
er than a part of managing it. So 
people who don’t have a strong 
desire for sex, feel like they should 
be nuns and priests. While people 
who do have that desire, feel like 
they have a spiritual justification 
for not spending another second 
of their lives unwed.

A FLAWED NARRATIVE
Before you get too nervous, I don’t 
have a problem with Christians 
considering sex to be for marriage 
only, but I have a huge problem 

with the idea that it is being saved 
for marriage!

Through years of witch-burning, 
scarlet lettering, chastity rings, teen 
purity conferences, commitment 
ceremonies and courtship week-
ends, Christian virginity has been 
branded as “saving yourself for 

marriage.” Virginity has become 
the ultimate gift that you can give 
a spouse someday. Such preser-
vation conjures up the imagery of 
currency where sex is something 
to be saved up and spent on a fu-
ture spouse, and other expenditures 
diminish the total gift allotted. In 
this way, desire becomes a piggy 
bank that bursts if we don’t find 
something to spend its contents on. 
This may be fine if you end up get-
ting married, but what if you don’t? 
What are you going to do with all 
that money burning a hole in your 
pocket? So, if you have money in 
your sex bank, you should spend 
it on marriage. If you don’t have 
money in your sex bank, it’s be-

cause you’re called to ministry 
(like Paul). This leaves the third 
category, that remains unaddressed 
in any church I’ve ever gone to, 
money in your sex bank and noth-
ing to spend it on. 

The key flaw in this narrative 
is the embedded assumption that 

marriage is inevitable, when the 
reality many singles face today is 
that marriage may never happen 
for them, or it may happen at a life 
stage well beyond one’s sexual 
prime. For some, marriage may 
have already happened and since 
ended. So, what are you saving 
sex for if you never get married 
(or feel like you never will)? What 
are you saving it for if you’ve 
previously been married and now 
accrue sex currency at an alarm-
ing rate? Or if you already spent 
a lot of it on past relationships? 
Or if your church’s definition of 
marriage differs from another de-
nomination’s? What’s the point of 
any purity discussion if I’m not 

doing damage to a future spousal 
relationship?

Sex inside marriage is God’s 
design, but saving sex is bad 
theology. It fails to acknowledge 
that impurity is destructive re-
gardless of relationship status. It 
can also lead to the deception that 
sex within marriage is perfect (it’s 
not), or that sex outside of mar-
riage cannot be redeemed (it can). 
Saving myself for marriage has 
me constantly defined by a future, 
unguaranteed version of myself – 
as a spouse – so that my identity 
hinges on how I engage sexually. 
And for those of us who actually 
maintain our abstinence we are 
shamed no matter where we turn. 
To the world we are prudes, to 
the church, incomplete. Perhaps 
the most damaging impact of 
this broken theology is that when 
sexual urges, desires and frustra-
tions emerge in the lives of single 
people, God is immediately cast 
as, “The Withholder.” We see him 
as the one robbing us of the gifts 
of marriage and sex, rather than as 
the good, gift-giving Father who 
desires our abundant life. 

A BETTER THEOLOGY OF SEX
We need to recognize that some-
where along the way we lost sight 
of the bigger picture. Purity isn’t 
just about sex, our relationships 
with other people, or even our 
relationships with ourselves. It is 
first and foremost about our re-
lationship with God. Sex isn’t a 
reward for purity. The reward for 
purity is clarity about the will of 
God for your life (see Matt. 5:8 
and Rom. 12:1-2).

God has a broader definition of 
you than who you choose to sleep 
with. A theology where all sexual 
behaviour is brought into the con-
text of honouring him is far more 
freeing and inclusive, than a “wait 
for a spouse” creed. Sex is a gift, 
but celibacy is also a gift: from 
God to you, from you to him and 
from you to yourself. God isn’t 
saving you up for some future 
wedding day, he has plenty for you 
to do right now and wants to lav-
ishly pour into an overflowing cup. 
We are not waiting for marriage 
or waiting for sex. We wait for the 
Lord and his plan whatever it may 
be. I am not saving myself for mar-
riage; I am (trying) to live fully in 
my singleness for my God. 

What are you saving sex for if 
you never get married?
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I HAD LUNCH WITH A Laurier graduate last week. We discussed the sort 
of recently-passed milestones you might expect in such a conversation: 
completed exams, grad school applications, job searches and his com-
mencement ceremony. Not one for ceremonies in general, he was rather 
nonplussed about the whole thing. Save for the commencement address, 
a 20-minute disquisition on the importance of living a compassionate life.

FAITH OVERLOOKED
The commencement speaker chose to use Jean Vanier – may his mem-
ory be eternal! – as the exemplar of such a life. On that point, the 
speaker was entirely correct. Yet, this graduate tells me, the speaker 
never mentioned Vanier’s Catholicism. From what generous spring 
did Vanier’s compassion flow? Those in the audience without a Cath-

A SOCIETY OF AMNESIACS 
Brian Bork  |  reviews@christiancourier.ca

Brian is CC’s Review Editor and a CRC chaplain at the University of Waterloo and 
Wilfrid Laurier University.

olic background, or without a fa-
miliarity with the L’Arche com-
munity might never know.

I don’t know why the speaker 
didn’t mention Vanier’s Catholi-
cism while extolling the man. It 
may very well have been because 
they recognized their audience was 
a pluralistic one, and for the sake of 
not sounding too sectarian on the 
occasion of a public university’s 
graduation, left out the religious 
stuff. A sensible approach, I guess. 

But maybe the speaker just 
couldn’t imagine why Vanier’s 
background mattered. If so, that 
approach seems to reflect a broad-
er cultural sensibility. I think some 
of the obsessions of the moment – 
unceasing technological develop-
ment, rootless individualism, tran-
sience, reflexive cynicism about 
the past – might be turning us into 
a society of amnesiacs. The world 
conspires to make us forget who 
we are because we don’t remember 
where we come from anymore. We 
get exhortations to be compassion-
ate which sound great, of course, 
but are maybe a little thin too. “Be 
compassionate!” they say. 

“Ok, but how?” What philos-
ophy, what tradition, what story 
might nurture that compassion?

“Uh… my dear graduate, you’ve 
gotta figure that one out yourself.” 

IGNORANCE AND ARROGANCE
This forgetfulness worries me. 
Not just because I was a history 
major way back when and love 
to pull the shroud off days gone 
by. When the rationale for do-
ing something becomes opaque 
to us, when we forget why we 
do the things we do, it becomes 
much easier to just chuck all of it, 
should we feel the urge to do so. I 
think we feel that urge a lot these 
days, fueled by a sour cocktail of 
ignorance and arrogance: think 
of the glorification of disruptive 
tech and the glib talk of revolu-
tion in political columns. I wor-
ry that a call for compassionate 
living, shorn from the story that 
gives it meaning, may have the 
opposite effect.

A BETTER WAY FORWARD
If that’s the spirit of the age, then 
I think we’d do well to heed the 
parable of another one of my 
Catholic heroes. It’s from 1929, 
and that hero’s name is GK Ches-
terton. I’ll quote him here in 
full because folks from the past 
should be allowed to speak for 
themselves:

“In the matter of reforming 
things, as distinct from deform-
ing them, there is one plain and 
simple principle; a principle 

which will probably be called a 
paradox. There exists in such a 
case a certain institution or law; 
let us say, for the sake of simplic-
ity, a fence or gate erected across 
a road. The more modern type of 
reformer goes gaily up to it and 
says, “I don’t see the use of this; 
let us clear it away.” To which the 
more intelligent type of reformer 
will do well to answer: “If you 
don’t see the use of it, I certain-
ly won’t let you clear it away. Go 
away and think. Then, when you 
can come back and tell me that 
you do see the use of it, I may al-
low you to destroy it.”

This is called “Chesterton’s 
Fence,” and I think we’d do well 
to heed it. Not because it calls 
for a stodgy kind of conserva-
tism, though it may be read that 
way by some. Just the opposite, 
in fact: some fences may indeed 
need to be torn down. But we 
ought to do so while stewarding 
our inheritance with great care, 
with the eye of a conservation-
ist, with an ear for the fulsome 
story that made it possible. At 
least that would help us know 
what might become unrav-
eled, should we tug on a single 
thread. Wise counsel for those 
of us who bear the mantle “Re-
formed” and “reforming.” 

I SEE THAT THE ABORTION de-
bate has once again been in the 
news. As Christians, we usually 
take the stance for no abortions. 
But is making abortion illegal 
the right stance to take? 

I came across a headline that 
read: “Want to lower the abor-
tion rate? Support pro-choice 
policies.” It cited a study by the 
Guttmacher Institute that showed 
countries with the most restric-
tive abortion laws had the high-
est rates of abortion. Abortion 
rates have fallen over the past 
25 years, even as more countries 

PRO-CHOICE – A SECOND LOOK
Ineke Medcalf  |    inekemedcalf@gmail.com

Ineke actively pursues biblical justice in her community and has worked on policy 
committees federally. She speaks to groups on Palestine/Israel and has served as an 
Ecumenical Accompanier on behalf of the UNOCHA in the region.

have made the procedure legal 
and easier to get. Easier access 
to birth control drives down 
abortion rates, the report finds. A 
similar study by Amnesty Inter-
national supports these findings.

Indeed, numbers in Cana-
da bear this out since abortion 
rates have been steadily falling. 
Abortions occur no matter the 
legal setting, so why not sup-
port the option that is proven 
to show reduction in abortion 
rates and maternal deaths? Poli-
cy should be based on evidence 
and not ideology.

THE OVERLOOKED ISSUES
Generally speaking, those who 
oppose abortion also oppose 
sex education in the schools and 
making contraceptives more 
readily available. Yet these are 
the two things needed to help 
reduce the number of unwanted 
pregnancies. 

Anti-abortion legislation may 
make it hard for women to talk 
about an unwanted pregnancy 
and their options since they are 
afraid of judgement if they are 
considering a termination. They 
do not want anyone to know and 
may not seek help. And I dare say 
there are women in our churches 
who are afraid to talk about the 
time they felt an abortion was 
their only option – women who 
may have been in abusive rela-
tionships or afraid of being re-
jected by family. 

THE ONUS IS ON US
As someone who is pro-choice, 

I feel it puts the onus on me to 
help women chose life for their 
child. As such, we can advocate 
for more funding for places like 
the Niagara Life Centre and Han-
nah House. We can provide a 
safe place in every community 
for women to drop off unwant-
ed children without fear of being 
charged with child abandonment 
or their parents finding out, etc. 
And free day-care so women 
know they can continue their 
education. We also want to en-

Policy should be based on 
evidence and not ideology.

sure funding for mothers so they 
can provide adequately for their 
child so finances are less of a 
consideration when choosing to 
terminate. And continue to push 
for comprehensive sex education 
and access to contraceptives. In 
other words, find the reasons 
why women chose abortions and 
address those.

Of course it is a complex issue 
with no single solution. So let us 
opt for a policy that proves to re-
sult in reduced abortion rates. 
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ACCOUNTING CLERK
Wholesale nursery looking for an Accounting Clerk to assist the Controller in our day-to-
day accounting, finance, and general administrative activities. Confidentiality, excellent 
organizational skills and attention to detail are critical qualifications for this role, as well as 
good customer relations and strong written and oral communication skills. The ideal can-
didate for this position is a multitasker with excellent accounting knowledge and business 
judgement and a commitment to excellent customer service and meeting deadlines.
Duties and Responsibilities:

• Performing full cycle bookkeeping processes (A/P, A/R, Bank reconciliations etc.)
• Preparing monthly statements, including trial balances cash flow, profit and loss state-
ments and balance sheets

• Processing payroll and preparation of remittances
• Maintaining staff files, including time sheet monitoring, vacation and sick day records, 
other taxable benefits

• Maintaining and preparing Excel spreadsheets
• Preparing / filing WSIB reports and remittances
• Preparing / filing HST, T4’s and remittances
• Preparing accounting records for corporation year ends

Qualifications Required:
• 2+ years of full cycle bookkeeping experience
• Experience using Sage Business Vision an asset
• Excellent general computer skills including Microsoft Office and cloud-based systems
• Demonstrated ability to identify problems and implement solutions
• Demonstrated ability to manage multiple tasks and meet deadlines

Skills Required
• Strong interpersonal skills, able to interact well with a variety of people
• Highly detailed-oriented with a high degree of accuracy
• Excellent time management, multi-tasking ability and strong analytical skills
• A high degree of honesty, integrity, discretion and confidentiality is required

Remuneration will be commensurate with experience and qualifications, including a 
complete benefits package. Resumes can be emailed to hr@willowbrooknurseries.com , 
dropped off between the hours of 7:30-5:00 Monday to Friday, or mailed to the attention of 
Human Resources at:

Willowbrook Nurseries Inc.
935 Victoria Ave.

Fenwick, ON  L0S 1C0
(No phone calls please) We thank you for your application, however only those considered 
will be notified.

JOB POSTING

News

CANADA IS HOME TO THE greatest 
number of endangered whale spe-
cies – pacific blues, greys, orcas and 
the most endangered of them all, the 
right whale. Although we work to 
protect whales from endangerment, 
we are not part of the International 
Whaling Commission (IWC) – a 
group of 89 countries that monitor 
the conservation of whales. Canada 
previously belonged to the organi-
zation, but after a 1982 decision to 
create a global moratorium on com-
mercial whaling, Canada pulled out.

Early this year, Japan joined Can-
ada in exiting the IWC, but unlike 
Canada, the Japanese have decided 
to reopen their commercial whaling 
industry. After nearly 30 years, hunt-
ing whales for food is now legal in 
Japan, with the first whaling fleet 
scheduled to depart in early July. 

THE MINKE WHALE 
Whaling has a historic place in Jap-

CONCERN FOR CREATION
Whaling resumes off Japan’s coast.  |  Jennifer Boone

anese culture. Even during the 
whaling ban, studies have shown 
that whale meat still made up 
0.1% of meat sold in the country. 

In 2016, Japan killed more than 
300 minke whales, 230 of which 
were females, and 90% of which 
were pregnant. 

At this point, the Internation-
al Union for Conservation of 
Nature considers minke whales 
– Japan’s most hunted whale – 
of “least concern” in terms of 
conservation status. They are 
not facing immediate danger of 
environmental change, and their 
numbers are remaining fairly 
steady. As of Japan’s announce-
ment, however, scientists fear 

that the minke whale might move 
down on the scale to “vulnera-
ble.” They are at risk of being 
over-hunted.

Despite the strong reactions 
from other countries, especially 
Australia and the UK, Japan is 

following through with their deci-
sion to leave the IWC and resume 
whaling. They have however 
agreed to only hunt in their terri-
torial waters and not the Antarctic. 

GRACE AND STEWARDSHIP
Japan’s move not only goes 
against international pressure, 
but also seems to counter God’s 
will for his creation. We are 
called to protect all creatures, 
especially ones that are slow to 
reproduce and have been endan-
gered in the past. God’s grace 

comes in many forms, and nature 
is one of them. We are his stew-
ards. Although taking care of his 
creation is a demanding job, it is 
necessary if we want to live in 
harmony with his animals.

Nature is there to enjoy, but if 
we really want to enjoy it to its 
full extent, we must take care of 
it. It has been given to us as a 
gift by our Heavenly Father. It is 
not ours to destroy, it is ours to 
take care of. 

Jennifer Boone

Jennifer is entering grade 10 
at Bulkley Valley Christian 
School in Smithers, B.C. She 
enjoys reading, writing and 
researching.

God’s grace comes in many forms, and 
nature is one of them.

“So God created the 
great creatures of the 
sea and every living 

thing with which 
the water teems and 
that moves about in 
it, according to their 

kinds, and every winged 
bird according to its 

kind. And God saw that 
it was good.” (Gen. 

1:21)
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ADVERTISING & CLASSIFIEDS

Email advertising to ads@christiancourier.
ca. Family ads, events and job postings 
can be submitted online or emailed to: 
classifeds@christiancourier.ca. 

Next issue dates: July 22, Aug. 26. (only one 
issue in August)

BIRTHDAY

With thankfulness to God, we celebrate 
with our Mom, Oma, Great-Oma and Great-
Great-Oma her 95th birthday. 
With love from your children,
Lawrence & Henny Uyl – Simcoe
Jane & Neil Gray – Waterdown
Hans & Henny Uyl – Ingersoll
Andy & Margo Uyl – Clinton
Freda & Gerald Kamminga – Georgetown

13 grandchildren, 22 great-grandchildren 
and five great-great-grandchildren.
Address: 803 - 858 Commissioners Rd E. 
               London ON N6C 5Y5

UYL (deJoode), Freda (Frederika)
Happy 95th Birthday - July 17, 2019

FOR RENT

ANNIVERSARIES

By God’s grace and providence we, Yetty 
Adema and John Joosse, are overjoyed and 
very blessed to be able to celebrate, D.V., our 
golden wedding anniversary with our won-
derful family this summer. 
You are invited to drop by at 298 ½ Oxford 
St., Ingersoll during the month of July for a 
piece of cake. Or drop in at campsite 525, 
Killbear Provincial Park on August 19, also 
for a piece of cake. 
Ph: 519-485-5160. Mobile: 519-320-8137. 
Email: jyjoosse@execulink.com

JOOSSE, John and Yetty Adema 

VANDER PLOEG, Ray and Helen
 1954–June 23–2019
Congratulations to Mom & Dad in celebrat-
ing 65 years of marriage in the Lord.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

From your children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and their families.
Congratulations can be sent to: 

812 - 800 Chieftain St. 
Woodstock ON  N4T 1T8 

or email: rvanderploeg@execulink.com

Apartment: Beautiful Langford B.C., just 
minutes from downtown Victoria. Our apart-
ment is for rent from Oct. 2019 to Mar. 2020. 
Fully furnished. Two bed and two bath. 
WIFI and all utilities included. Min. rental 
for three months. $2,650/month. 
Underground parking. 
Ph: 778-265-8855 or jwhs1@shaw.ca

OBITUARY
VANDER SPEK, Cornelis “Kees”
It is with sadness, yet with peace, that the 
family of Cornelis “Kees” Vander Spek 
announces his passing on Monday, June 3rd, 
2019 at the Woodstock Hospital, in his 89th 
year, surrounded by his family. 
Kees was born to the late Cornelis and 
Cornelia Vander Spek, the sixth of ten 
children in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. 
Kees is survived by his seven children, 
Cathy (Peter) Kralt, Neil (Janet), Connie 
(Peter) Bos, Elizabeth ( late Dr. Bruce 
Halliday),  Marion (Bob) Dieleman, Janet, 
David (Joyce), 25 grandchildren, 21 great-
grandchildren and by his sisters; Maart, Riet, 
Lenny and Pollyan. Predeceased by his dear 
wife Alice (2016) and by his siblings; Henk, 
Dinie, Jeanne, Rien and Aja. 
Kees immigrated from the Netherlands and 
arrived in Canada, the land of opportunity on 
his 19th birthday. His dream to own a farm 
and milk cows became a reality ten years 
later on the ninth concession in East Zorra 
Township where he and Alice raised their 
seven children. Kees faithfully served his 
church and community. He enjoyed reading 
and discussing ideas to the end of his life and 
loved to keep up with all of his family and 
their daily lives. He was truly grateful for the 
blessings God gave him. 
The memorial service to honour Kees’s life 
took place at the Covenant Christian Re-
formed Church in Woodstock on June 10, 
2019, with Pastor John Moelker officiating. 
If desired, contributions to the Sakura House 
or Woodstock Christian School would be ap-
preciated and may be arranged through the 
Brock & Visser Funeral Home, Woodstock, 
519-539-0004. Personal online condolences 
may be sent at brockandvisser.com  
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do 
not lean on your own understanding. In all 
your ways, acknowledge Him and He will 
make your path straight.”  Proverbs 3:5

Correspondence: M. Dieleman
                            254 Muir Rd S., R.R. #4 
                            Woodstock ON  N4S 7V8

PLAISIER, Piet and Ineke (née Tulp) 
65th Wedding Anniversary 

Ede, The Netherlands –  Strathroy, Ontario 
1954 –June 23– 2019 

The LORD keeps watch over you as you 
come and go, both now and forever. Ps. 121:8 

With thankfulness to God, we celebrate the 
65th anniversary of Piet and Ineke Plaisier. 
As a family we are grateful for a legacy of 
love and faith that is a gift to all of us. 
With love from the children:
Peggy & Marvin DeVries, Delaware, Ont.
Marijke & Elzo Tenyenhuis, Kincardine, Ont.
Mike & Helen Plaisier, Dorchester, Ont. 
Yvonne & Sam Linton, Sunnyvale, Cal.
Henriette & Mark Price, Victoria, B.C.

27 grandchildren, 17 great-grandchildren 
Address: Unit 137, 25 Colborne Pl

          Strathroy, ON N7G 0E4 

VACATIONS
HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION  
IN HOLLAND 
with vehicle rentals and tours. 
chestnutlane.nl

Bracebridge, Muskoka
Plan a successful vacation at our resort 
known for it’s Dutch  Hospitality. Reason-
able rates for cottage rentals. Excellent for 
camping, swimming and fishing (ideal for 
group camping). Showers available. “Little 
Europe” is located 10 km. east of Hwy 11 
on Hwy 118 East, past the Muskoka Airport.

Roel Bakema  Ph: 705-645-2738
Little Europe Resort

1033 Ashley Lane, RR 3 
Bracebridge ON  P1L 1X1

Email: ler1960@outlook.com

 

Bracebridge, Muskoka – Plan a 
successful vacation at our resort 
known for its Dutch  Hospitality. 
Reasonable rates for cottage rent-
als. Excellent for camping, swim-
ming and fishing (ideal for group 
camping). Showers available. “Lit-
tle Europe” is located 10 km. east 
of Hwy 11 on Hwy 118 East, past 
the Muskoka Airport.

Roel & Riet Bakema    
Phone: 705-645-2738
Little Europe Resort

1063 Ashley Lane, RR 3  
Bracebridge ON  P1L 1X1

Email: ler1960@outlook.com
No pets please

LittLe europe resort 
and traiLer park

YPMA, George and Aafke 
1959 –April 8 –2019

We are so thankful to celebrate the 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary of our parents and grand-
parents, as well as Mom’s 80th Birthday.  
Their genuine love for each other and fam-
ily, dedicated commitment to God and strong 
work ethic have impacted all of us! We thank 
God for that example, which they continue 
to live out daily!
Join us for an Open House on Mom’s birth-
day, Saturday, July 27, 2019, 2–4 p.m. at 
Harry & Marilyn’s home, 163379 Browns-
ville Rd., Brownsville, Ontario.
George & Aafke’s children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.
Address: Geo. Ypma 
  264294 Prouse Rd., RR 1
  Mount Elgin ON N0J 1N0
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FROM EMPTINESS TO FULLNESS
2019 National Gathering in Edmonton unites Canadian CRCs.  |  Angela Reitsma Bick

TURNING WATER INTO WINE DOESN’T SEEM VERY MESSIANIC, DOES 
it? It’s not as dramatic as healing the sick or raising the dead. But the 
first of Jesus’ miracles in the gospel of John is rich in symbolism, Roy 
Berkenbosch explained in his May 26 sermon at Fellowship Christian 
Reformed Church (CRC) in Edmonton. It’s also rich in meaning for 
us today. We have emptied the storehouses of peace and justice; with 
Mary, we cry out for more wine. And, with Mary, we are reminded that 
Jesus’ very life is the wine which restores all good things. 

One hundred and sixty people from CRCs across Canada joined 
Fellowship in worship at The King’s University that last Sunday in 
May. We were part of a “National Gathering,” the third of its kind since 
2002. Berkenbosch’s sermon expounded on the event’s undergirding 
metaphor of moving from “emptiness to fullness,” or – as the Gather-
ing organizers hoped – moving from some of the challenges facing the 

church into a greater awareness of 
God’s presence and grace. 

Participants from 115 different 
churches spent time Friday, May 
24 in small groups discussing 
emptiness – ways that the Chris-
tian Reformed Church in Canada 
has fallen short. During this time 
of lament more voices echoed 
Mary’s cry to her son, listing 
everything that has run out.

“Jesus,” said the pastors, “we 
have no support.”

“Jesus,” said the lonely, “we 
have no friends.”

“Jesus,” said the newcomers, 
“we have no welcome.”

“Jesus,” said the volunteers, 
“we have no energy left.”

“What if,” one person won-
dered, “we get so comfortable 
with emptiness that we stop seek-
ing God’s fullness?” 

These moments of painful hon-
esty were interspersed with times 
of worship led by Jeremy Benja-
mins. As a result, you could hear 

News

Angela Reitsma Bick

Angela is on sabbatical from 
her role as Editor of CC for the 
months of June & July. 

people humming fragments of “I 
Am Not My Own” throughout 
the weekend. Its lyrics repeat the 
Heidelberg Catechism’s power-
ful promise of whose we are and 
what we’re here to do, and these 
words carried us forward. 

HUNGER
On the second day, discussion fo-
cused on how to meet some of the 
needs that had been identified: a 
hunger for community, for recon-
ciliation, for renewal. Denomin-
ational ministry leaders were in 
attendance to share information 
about tools that the CRC has for 
individual churches, including re-
sources like those from Faith For-
mation, Safe Church, Race Rela-
tions and Indigenous Ministry. 

“In our brokenness,” said Pas-
tor Richard Bodini, a member of 
the Gathering’s planning team, 
“we see God’s hand at work and 
a way forward. God’s Spirit is 
alive in his church, in this little 
denomination called the CRCNA 
and in this little piece in Canada.” 
Emptiness? Yes. “But also our 
faithful God’s abiding presence 
and power.” 

On Saturday participants met 
in Classis groups to wrestle with 

challenges specific to each re-
gion. Each group has committed 
to a one-hour discussion at their 
Fall Classis meeting that explores 
“bold next steps” for ministry. 

“He called Lazarus out of the 
grave,” one person declared, “and 
he’s calling his church out of the 
grave, too.” What does fullness 
look like? Maybe it resembles 
walking forward in faith. A com-
mitment to pray. Obedience. A 
passion for justice. A big imagin-
ation – so that we can imagine 
better ways to live and to love. 
These were all mentioned during 
the final sharing session on Satur-
day. 

Just before everyone dispersed 
on Sunday, Roy Berkenbosch 
gave another description for the 
path to abundance: “Keep on 
incarnating Christ’s love in the 
world,” he said – to everyone in 
Edmonton, and to everyone who 
wants to follow Christ. “That’s 
how 21st century water is turned 
into wine.”  


