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THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM
Four short reflections on the profile of a caribou 
across a map.  |  Virginia Lettinga 
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‘Only a few years will pass before I take the path of no return.’ 
Read Job 16:22
In the frosty morning I look across to the Cariboo Mountains. In these 
mountains I have seen moose and fox, lynx and big horned sheep, elk 
and mountain goats, bear and red squirrels with tufted ears. But never 
any caribou. 

What else has slid away from us, leaving little beside a name?

‘Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able 
to count them. So shall your descendants be.’ Read Gen. 15:5-6 
The stars blanket the heavens in the far north. The Milky Way is al-
most a solid path to my eyes, and twinkling lights are thick in every 
direction my overstretched neck turns. This is the sky God showed to 
Abram when he said, “Look up to the sky and count the stars. . . . So 
shall your offspring be.”

How easy it is for God’s generosity and promise to hide behind our 
lights.

‘To bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.’ 
Read Eph. 1:7-10 
Polar bears, bison and elk join the camels drawing near to the Christ 
Child in my friend’s nativity scene. “It came out of my meditation 
on Ephesians 1,” she explained. “‘All things in heaven and earth are 
brought to unity under Christ.’ ALL things. So it seemed natural to 
add these North American creatures.” 

What could you add to your nativity scene to remind you of the full 
reign of Christ?

‘They saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped him.’ Read Matt. 2
The Christmas story of Luke and Matthew could be laid out like a 
map. It is full of footsteps! Old Zechariah travels from the hill coun-
try of Judea to Jerusalem and back. Mary hurries from Nazareth to 
the town in the hill country. Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem. 
Magi from the east – how far east, we wonder – traveled to Jerusalem 
and Bethlehem, and then back to the east. Mary and Joseph travel to 
Egypt. 

Where will you travel this Christmas season? Who will 
you welcome? What gifts will you share? “The child with his 
mother Mary” has grown into a Saviour and King, so what-
ever houses we enter, let us “bow down and worship him.”  
 

ALAN DHINGRA
A graduate of the Ontario College 
of Art, Alan lives and paints in a 
limestone house built in 1852 in 
St. Marys, Ont. 

“My work attempts to evoke memories of and 
connections to the land,” he says, “and what can 
be discovered in it. I hope the images, the maps, 
textures and colours remind us all of the bond 
we have with the natural world and of the bonds 
we form with friends and families as we chance 
upon the inhabitants of these still wild places.”

He accepts commissions to create a painting 
about a place in Canada meaningful to you – 

the map of a lake with a family cottage, for 
example, or the route of a special canoe trip 
(alandhingra.com). 

This painting is from his Wilderness Series; 
the map shows an area north of Parry Sound.
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Virginia is currently part of the 
ministry staff at Guelph Campus 
Ministry (University of Guelph) 
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“Island Lake Caribou" by Alan Dhingra uses print-making methods to layer acrylic paint over a map.
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JORDAN PETERSON JUST SPOKE IN LJUBJANA, SLOVENIA, to an audi-
ence of 2,000. He’ll be in Honolulu next. Over 1.6 million people sub-
scribe to Peterson’s YouTube channel, making the U of T professor 
one of the most influential Canadians alive. Many fans focus on his 
political stance; others call his self-help advice “life-changing.” But 
he also has a lot to say about the Bible, which one Christian Reformed 
pastor from California sees as a missional opportunity. Paul Vander-
Klay makes YouTube videos about Peterson that 10,000 people regu-
larly watch. And he’s also meeting with young Peterson fans, called 
“buckos,” in real life – men who walk into his church with questions 
about the Bible.

Christian Courier Editor Angela Reitsma Bick spoke with Vander-
Klay to find out more.   

CC: Is Jordan Peterson the anti-Christ or the Messiah? How would 
you describe him? 
VanderKlay: I think of him like the unauthorized exorcist in Mark 9. 
Jesus is with his disciples, and John comes to Jesus and says, “Hey, 
there’s a guy out there casting out demons in your name! Should we 
go stop him?” and Jesus says, “Leave him alone.”

People get out of Peterson what they bring to him, like a Rorschach 
test. One person described him like that uncle that a lot of men need, 
giving you wisdom your father couldn’t tell you: “Don’t drink so 
much. Marry that girl. Get out of your mom’s basement and get a job.” 

Part of what drew some people’s attention to Peterson was Bill 
C-16; they saw a guy stand up to the [political correctness] machine. 
A lot of people on the Right saw that and were energized by him. Then 
the Left said “he’s the dragon we need to slay;” but to the people on 
the Right, he is the dragon-slayer. 

When I saw him, I was interested in how his biblical series was 
trying to rejoin the split world that we’ve had in the West since the 
collapse of Luther’s dream and the Reformation. Luther’s dream was 
that, now that we have this Bible, we can reform the church according 
to what it’s always meant to be. But very quickly lots of people are 
reading things out of the Bible too, and the Reformation fractures out 
into many branches and many, many sub branches. 

After that point, the West started looking for another basis of com-
monality. Philosophically the two bases are empiricism from below 
and rationalism from above, which goes back to Plato. After Newton, 
we get our science from the book of nature (Belgic Confession), but 
we’ll get our morality from the Bible (special revelation). That syn-
thesis worked for a while, but it broke down in the early 20th century 
in Europe, especially after the Cold War. 

Peterson comes along and makes an argument not against Darwin 
but with Darwin. And he says the Bible should teach us morality, 
and we can’t understand Darwin without some of the things we learn 
from the Bible and from science. So he’s trying to knit the world back 
together again. That’s a powerful thing. 

CC: We’re talking on Oct. 31, Reformation Day. Are you saying that 
Jordan Peterson is healing some wounds from that era? 
VanderKlay: Yes, from the post-Reformation, from the failure of the 
Reformation. 

CC: But unlike Luther, he has a very big door – through YouTube – to 
“post his thesis,” is that right?
VanderKlay: Yes, he’s got a very big door! 

CC: You made your first YouTube video about Peterson in November 
2017. What’s happened since then? 

PETERSON REDEEMED
How a pastor from California is using Jordan Peterson 
to plant gospel seeds.  |  Angela Reitsma Bick

VanderKlay: I first ran across 
Peterson during the C-16 thing. 
I saw videos of him, and people 
were really angry, and he seemed 
calm. I thought that was interest-
ing. He was giving lectures on 
the Bible and they were selling 
out! I listened to all of his Bib-
lical series, his maps of mean-
ing, and decided to make a video 
about it. My second video takes 
off. And a guy comes into [my] 
church with a Peterson poster – 
he’d never been to church before. 
Then I start getting emails from 
people, telling me their stories, 
asking for help. I’m a pastor! I 
keep doing what pastors do! And 
the crowd kept growing. 

John van Donk, a former pas-
tor, says, “You need to start a 
meetup.” So I did, and 12 people 
came to the first one. You know 
how hard it is to get men to 
come to a Bible Study? We have 
women’s Coffee Break; those 
groups are indestructible. Men? 
Zippo. Eleven of these people 
are men, most of them are athe-
ists, and they want to talk about 
God! I’m a pastor who would 
give his eye-teeth to talk to seek-
ers about God, and now I have 
more people to talk to than I have 
time for! Now I’ve got this video 
following, and people bring me 
their Peterson books to sign, 
and want their pictures with me!  
Then we’ve got this tree at church 
that needs to be cut down. Most 
of our congregation is aging. The 

young buckos I’m meeting are 
mostly single. Four of them come 
by on a Saturday morning to help 
cut down this tree, and now we 
have relationships starting to be 
formed. And I think, this is a lot 
better than VBS or community 
fun fairs in terms of outreach! 
[It’s] the best missional oppor-
tunity of this decade.

CC: How many hours a week do 
you spend on Peterson?
VanderKlay: Probably 10-15. 
I’ve got a small, declining church 
and to me this is the most profit-
able missional thing we’ve ever 
done. People send money to the 
church to support this. And I 
send people to other places in the 
country, to other churches. 

We are no longer trying to 
reach nominal, lapsed Christians 
that just need to be energized – 
those are gone. We’re doing dis-
cipleship from the ground up. 

What happens when my meet-
up group gets bigger than my 
church? I don’t know yet. What 
kind of church does this popula-
tion need, and what will that look 
like? I don’t have those answers.

CC: Can you summarize his 12 
Rules for someone who hasn’t 
read it?
VanderKlay: “Do what is mean-
ingful and not what is expedi-
ent.” Affluence means you have 
choices, and our natural inclina-
tion will be to do the expedient. 

He uses meaning as a hash for 
truth and purpose; this mean-
ing-orientation we have is the 
best orientation device we have 
for truth. 

“Get your act together, sort 
yourself out, stop being a coward, 
face the difficulties of life.” It’s in 
some way a manual for stoics. It 
is works-righteousness, a gospel 
of save-yourself. It’s connected 
to the book of Proverbs, wisdom 
literature. It’s a good book, but 
Peterson’s best medium is not 
writing; it’s YouTube.

CC: A lot of Peterson’s “rules” 
line up with biblical values. Has 
the church stopped preaching 
these, or has culture tuned us out? 
Why has Peterson’s pulpit in con-
trast grown so large? 
VanderKlay: The church is 
insecure, terrified of ticking off 
religious consumers. And so 
they become quivering masses 
of availability. And people don’t 
respect that. Churches that grow 
are counter-cultural churches, 
because if you’re in alignment 
with the culture, you don’t need 
a church. Pastors are terrified of 
telling people what they think is 
true. Peterson says, “this is true; 
hate me, love me, I don’t care.” 
And there’s power in that. People 
respect that, especially men. 

CC: Why does Peterson resonate 
with men in particular?  
VanderKlay: We’ve spent the 

Jordan Peterson
Credit: Holding Space Films.
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last hundred years as a society 
wrestling with what it means to 
be women. We haven’t done the 
same with men. A big part of this 
Peterson movement is men trying 
to figure out what it means to be a 
man in this modern age. Women’s 
roles improved and changed 
radically with the advent of the 
nation state, with technology – 
birth control, better medicine so 
women survive childbirth. It’s 
also changed men’s lives, but 
not in the same ways, and we’ve 
never really worked that out. 

Men in the West right now are 
in a lot of trouble. When women 
are in trouble, there are prob-
lems, but mobs of women don’t 
burn down cities. Young men do. 
If young men aren’t doing well, 
we’re all in trouble. If anyone is 
upset about Peterson’s focus, I 
say to young women, “What kind 
of man do you want to marry?” 
We need good men.

CC: You described him as “works 
righteousness,” the stern uncle. 
What about God’s grace? 

VanderKlay: People tell Peter-
son “you saved my life,” but 
that’s only gonna get them so far. 
The values he’s giving them are 
important values – clean your 
room, take responsibility – but 
all of this is nested in the age of 
decay. All of this taking respons-
ibility is not going to rescue you 
from sin and death. You still will 
stumble. You’re going to slip 
up. You’re not the perfect man. 
That’s where the gospel comes 
in. 

Peterson is a good entry to 
misery, but deliverance and 
gratitude – they’ve always been 
complicated. Do we really be-
lieve that Jesus has in fact saved 
the world? Are we actually living 
lives of obedience out of grati-
tude, or are we trying to avoid 
Jesus by avoiding sin, in the 
words of Flannery O’Connor?

CC: What’s next?
VanderKlay: There’s potential 
here for real missional opportun-
ity for the church, and I’d like 
to see the church take it. To ask: 

What would God have us do in 
this moment, for these people in 
this world that God loves? 

In some ways the Christian Re-
formed Church is well positioned 
to speak into this moment. We’re 
not allergic to Darwin like some 
fundamentalists; we’re a little 
skittish of Jung, with reason; but 
we’ve always had two “books,” 
via Kuyper and Bavinck. We’ve 
never been afraid of God from 
below: the Lord of creation is the 
Lord of redemption. Are we able 
to be generous and listen and not 
too fast to try and close the deal? 
Can we maintain a conversation 
without trying to end with a Sin-
ner’s Prayer? 

Would I love you to adopt 
my religion? Absolutely. But 
will I continue to love you and 
respect you even if you don’t? 
Absolutely.   

 

NEW FILM TRACKS 
PETERSON’S RISE TO 
STARDOM
Jennifer Neutel 

ON NOV. 2, CBC PREMIERED Shut Him Down: The Rise of Jordan 
Peterson, a 44-minute point-of-view documentary focused on 
Peterson’s journey into the public spotlight. The film compacts 
more than 110 hours of “fly-on-the-wall moments” filmed with 
Peterson and those around him. 

Director Patricia Marcoccia was originally recording Peterson 
for a film with a different storyline, but in 2016 when the profes-
sor criticized Bill C-16, controversary ignited and she stumbled 

into a heated Canadian debate. 
The documentary aims to 

show different perspectives of 
those involved in the debate in-
cluding Peterson and his family, 
people who identify as non-bi-
nary, activists, professors and 
students. 

“It was important for me that I 
try to understand the story from 
different worldviews and ul-
timately reflect that complexity 
back into the film,” Marcoccia 
told Christian Courier in an 
email interview.
“The burning question for me 

is always ‘Are you for Jordan Peterson or against his views?’ 
and I’m very interested in the tribal and moral layers at the bot-
tom of this question. I think tribalism, political polarization and 
moral righteousness are getting in the way of genuine, compas-
sionate and constructive conversations. So it was important for 
me to offer nuance and somewhat disrupt this polarized way of 
thinking.” 

When the film’s trailer was released, the likes and dislikes on 
YouTube were at a 50:50 ratio. “After Jordan published a couple 
of neutral tweets about the film, the dislikes began to skyrock-
et,” Marcoccia said, noting it was surprising people interpreted 
the first half of the film’s title – Shut Him Down – so literally. 
Since the film was released, most people have found it fair and 
balanced. 

Canadians can view the documentary free on the CBC Docs 
POV website. Marcoccia, who founded Toronto-based Hold-

ing Space Films, 
is working on an 
extended, theat-
rical version of 
the film to be re-
leased worldwide 
in spring of 2019. 
To learn more 
about future re-
leases, sign up for 
the newsletter at 
shuthimdownfilm.
com. 

“There is a lot to 
this story and this 
is only the begin-
ning,” she said.   

Angela Reitsma Bick

Angela is Editor of Christian 
Courier. She lives in New-
castle with her family. 

Patrica Marcoccia
Credit Andreea Muscurel

VanderKlay with one of his meet up groups, which vary in size from 12-30 each time.

Filming Shut Him Down.
Credit: Holding Space Films.

VanderKlay's buckos help build a bench.
The "buckos" help cut down a tree at VanderKlay's church. 

(VanderKlay in orange)
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WE LIVE IN A 200-YEAR-OLD VILLAGE. Newcastle has fewer than 
10,000 people, seven churches, and gently rolling farmland in three 
directions. To the south, Lake Ontario swells and crashes along cliffs 
in a section of town with a Maritime flavour known as “the Port.” 

A toll highway is creeping east, out of Toronto, cutting sharply into 
the surrounding country. A new condo beside the Tim Hortons will 
open soon. Change, as Lloyd Rang writes on page 19, is relentless. 
Still, in the summer, the kids and I can follow the ravine at the end of 
our street down to a creek. In September we race fat chinook salmon, 
longer than my arm, upstream. We bike down to the lake to skip rocks. 
And when the wind is from the west, we hear church bells. They come 
from a steeple older than Canada. 

Anglicans in Newcastle laid the cornerstone for St. George’s 
Church in 1857. Fr. Greg Fiennes-Clinton, its Rector, graciously an-
swered my query with a tour of St. George’s belfry. Centuries overlap 
as we climb: we can see “1860” etched on the enormous alloy bell, 
its well-worn rope hanging down four stories, alongside a modern, 
mechanized sound system. Using bell tones, speakers at the steeple’s 
peak play a full hymn twice a day. After we slowly descend the dusty, 
winding stairs, Fr. Greg rings the old bell, which they still do every 
Sunday and after funerals – one peal for every year of the deceased 
person’s life. 

CANADIAN CARILLON
Bells have been used by churches for centuries, most commonly in 
Eastern Orthodox and Catholic traditions, for many different rea-
sons. Their tolling can communicate a message, such as the start of 
a worship service. Certain notes can serve as a reminder for a time 

‘RING THE BELLS THAT 
STILL CAN RING!’

Angela Reitsma Bick |  editor@christiancourier.ca

Angela is Editor of Christian Courier. She loves rambling around town and 
countryside with her kids, ages 7, 11 and 13. 

of prayer, or summon people in 
an emergency. When armistice 
was declared on Nov. 11, 1918, 
people across Europe celebrated 
by ringing the church bells that 
had been silenced during war. 
And more recently, this Novem-
ber, the Royal Canadian Legion 
and Veterans Affairs Canada used 
bells to commemorate the cen-
tenary of the end of World War 
I with a cross-country “Bells of 
Peace” refrain. They asked Can-
adians to ring or play bells at 
five-second intervals, starting at 
sunset, one hundred times each. 
The chorus began at 4:29 p.m. in 
St. John’s, Newfoundland, and 
moved west with the sun – from 

churches in Charlottetown to the 
Peace Tower in Ottawa, across 
the prairies to end in B.C. four 
hours later.

At an Anglican Church 4,532 
km northwest of Newcastle, Curt 
Gesch helped organize a Bells of 
Peace service. People at St. John 
the Divine Anglican Church in 
Quick, B.C., took turns manually 
ringing the bell 100 times. “For 
me,” Curt says, “the silence be-
tween bongs was wonderful. We 
could hear traffic on the nearby 
highway, wind soughing, people 
perhaps murmuring from time to 
time, shifting from foot to foot, 
trying to think holy thoughts (and 
not succeeding).” 

This was followed by a medita-
tion and prayers for peace. “What 
I found moving,” participant Mel 
Coulson said, “was the thought of 
bells ringing right across Canada 
from coast to coast. Since it was 
timed for sunset, rather than a 
certain time, and each [set] last-
ed 8 minutes and 20 seconds, it 
meant that, if you do the math, by 
the time one peal was finishing, 
the next one 100 miles to the west 
was just starting. At our latitude 
there would be discontinuities, 
of course, but when you consider 
the highly populated zone close 
to the American border, there 
would be a continuous peal from 
Nova Scotia to the west coast of 
Vancouver Island!”

FOR UNTO US
There is something so beauti-

ful about these Bells of Peace 
creating one unbroken song 
across our enormous country. 
Does listening to bells sound 
old-fashioned? I do it every day. 
Dozens of times, and so do you. 
Our phones are the new church 
tower whose sounds we can’t ig-
nore. Their ringtones, too, carry 
messages, reminders, summons. 
Their chimes and trills connect 
us with people and with informa-
tion, a new global village. This 
is the world God so loved that 
he sent his son – not metaphor-
ically but to a specific time and 
place. As a real person. Here. To 
a small town in the southern part 
of the Judean Mountains, about 

75 km northeast of the Mediter-
ranean Sea. Let Christmas bells 
proclaim the birth of Christ! 
Ring the bells that still can 
ring! For his arrival is the one 
we celebrate around the world, 
this month. And his arrival is 
the good news that will save the 
world, no matter how swiftly it 
seems to change. 

For unto us
      in Aklavik
is born a child, in
  Attawapiskat
   Gaspé
      Cornerbrook, Newfoundland.
And a son is given, in  
              Westaskiwin
       Bella Coola
Flin Flon.
         And the future of the 
whole earth is placed upon the 
shoulders of the daughter of
Tuktovaktuk
      Tignish
     Swan Lake.

[…]

For unto us.
For into all
      this night
is born a child, this night
  bearing each,
and the places of their birth,
       and nativity is given
       every name.

Excerpts from “The Little Towns 
of Bethlehem” by John Terpstra, 
2006.  

Let Christmas bells proclaim 
the birth of Christ!

L: St. George’s steeple in Newcastle, Ontario.  Top R: St. George’s Bell. 
Bottom R: Father Greg Fiennes-Clinton ringing the bell.
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THE WORD “RIGHTEOUS” HAS SLIPPED OUT OF OUR VOCABULARY. It 
appears around 500 times in our Bibles, and we will sing the word in 
a hymn, but we don’t talk about aspiring to become righteous people. 
We will eschew becoming “self-righteous” and some theologically 
informed friend will warn us against “works righteousness,” but be-
coming truly righteous is not on the Christmas list of anyone I know. 
Being righteous isn’t cool. 

It seems the concept is missing just when we need it most. Watch-
ing the headlines this past year, it was a constant tumble of fractious 
#MeToo reports of sexual harassment and abuse. The church seems 
no better. #ChurchToo has its own long list of sad reports, including 
Bill Hybels, whom many Reformed congregations looked to for a vi-
sion of a seeker-sensitive church. We are sensitive but not righteous. 
No one is righteous. No, not one.

When reading the Christmas story, however, we are told that Jo-
seph was a “righteous man,” alternately translated in some versions 
as “noble,” “faithful to the law,” “just” or “a man of stern principle” 

(Matt. 1:19). The story goes that he was betrothed to Mary, arranged 
probably by parents, and this agreement was binding. But when Jo-
seph learned that Mary was pregnant with an illegitimate child, he 
sought to divorce her quietly. It could be a matter of integrity, but it 
could also include a layer of self-preservation, as Deuteronomy 22:23 
prescribes stoning for fornicating couples. He could be implicated, or 
at least besmirched by the gossip.

There is no one who is righteous. Not Joseph, and not St. Nicholas, 
either, I’m sure of it. No, not one.

 
THE PEACE KISS
Righteousness in the Bible, however, is not only a private pursuit. It’s 
tied to shalom, as in Psalm 85:10 we read that deliverance happens 
when “righteousness and peace kiss each other.” Just as we cannot be 
truly healthy apart from a healthy environment, so we cannot be truly 
righteous in a community where violence prevails and fellow crea-
tures of God remain subject to mistreatment and abuse.

Guest Editorial

HAVE A RIGHTEOUS CHRISTMAS
Peter Schuurman

Peter Schuurman

Peter is the Executive Director 
of Global Scholars Canada, 
and a Contributing Editor 
with Christian Courier. He 
lives in Guelph with his family. 

CC staff are pleased to share the Rooted & Growing fall campaign – thanks 
to your support – met and surpassed the $30,000 goal with a total of $31,735! 
What a blessing! Your donations, subscriptions, advertisements and well-wish-
es have enabled the paper to look towards another year of producing Reformed 
News, Clues and Kingdom Views! 

You can support CC anytime of the year through a tax-deductible donation 
through christiancourier.ca, by mailing a cheque or calling 1-800-275-9185.

During the Sept. 10 – Nov. 30 appeal, many donations noted Bert Witvoet’s 
contributions and gave a gift in his honour. For example, Peter and Rita Beerda 
attached this note with their donation: 

In “celebration of Bert’s 85th birthday.” God has blessed you with this won-
derful gift and we always appreciated your “down to earth” biblically inspired 
articles and pray this will continue throughout the years as is already evident! 
Thank you for an excellent Reformed perspective magazine.

We would also like to acknowledge that donations were given in memory of:
• Arthur and Olive Davies
• Adriana Johanna Dekker 

Thank you again for supporting CC’s Reformed, independent journalism 
ministry! 

CAMPAIGN 
EXCEEDS GOAL! 

In our New Testament, the 
Greek word dikaiosune can be 
translated as righteousness and/or 
justice. Some say Christians have 
over-emphasized the personal pi-
ety of “righteousness” and ought 
to turn more attention to more 
structural “justice” terminology. 
But justice is a word that appears 
frequently in our vocabulary, and 
it has been taken up by activists, 

media and state agencies. “Jus-
tice” prevails, in the language of 
dominant culture, at least.

Theologian Thomas Yoder 
Neufeld writes: “Justice has re-
placed righteousness, serving 
to distinguish peace as social 
justice and active peacemaking 
from ‘spiritual rapprochement’ 
between the individual and God.” 
In the same way that righteous-
ness without justice lacks a gen-
erous shalom, so justice without 
righteousness lacks full integrity. 
Without a heart connection to 
God, we miss a tether to the ul-
timate standard and the ultimate 
restorer of true justice and peace.

DO WHAT’S RIGHT
I know many people today still 
hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness and justice, and I hope 
they will be blessed for it, even 
if “righteousness” has fallen 
out of linguistic favour. What 
if we used the language of “do-
ing what’s right” or “making 
things right” instead? In a world 
where doing what is expedient, 
self-promoting or self-indulgent 
is the path of least resistance, “do 
what’s right” sounds somewhat 
familiar to Biblical ears but not 
too preachy or legalistic. 

How can we do what’s right 
this Christmas? Our world seems 

How can we do what’s right this 

Christmas? Start small: tell the truth. 

Resist cynicism. Nurture hope. 

topsy-turvy with lies, toxic re-
lationships and political tur-
moil. Start small: tell the truth 
to a friend, give generously of 
yourself to your church, help a 
neighbour in their need, feed a 
stranger at your table, speak up 
in the face of a wrong, and write 
something that calls for positive 
change. Resist cynicism and nur-
ture hope as you do what’s right.

This is not to assume we are 
totally righteous in ourselves, 
but because Jesus Christ came 
2,000 years ago to occupied ter-
ritory, in the midst of political 
chaos and violence initiated by 
an insecure potentate, to become 
our righteousness from God (2 
Cor. 5:21). This is the paradox 
of Christmas, that Joseph’s ille-
gitimate son was righteous, and 
that his prosecution as a criminal 
would take away our guilt for 
our unrighteousness, and begin 
to make the whole world right 
again. Joy to the world! Cele-
brate heartily this good news for 
all with the best food you can 
scrounge up. May you have a 
righteous Christmas.  
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Merry Christmas
and a 

Blessed New Year
For to us a child is born,

    to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

-Isaiah 9:6 NIV
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(573). Both sentences refer to 
real historical developments, 
but scholars will recognize the 
descriptions as twisted and the 
wording as tendentious.

To those still interested in the 
subject after reading Koch, I 
would recommend the not un-
critical yet far more reliable 
biography of Kuyper by James 
D. Bratt, Abraham Kuyper: 
Modern Calvinist, Christian 
Democrat (Grand Rapids: Eerd-
mans, 2013).

Harry Van Dyke
Hamilton, Ont.

THANKS TO BERT
Some 55 years ago I started to 
submit my stories and poems to 
Christian Courier, which was 
then called Calvinist Contact. 
During the following decades, 
several editors took over the 
leadership of the paper, but the 
editor I most vividly remember 
is Bert Witvoet.

Our first conversation was 
right after he had read the story I 
had submitted. Bert called to say 
he would publish the article, but 
he wanted to know what kind of 
a person he was dealing with.

“Tell me a bit about yourself. 
What is your character? Are you 
nice?” 

For a minute I was rather 
mystified, but then I responded 
with, “I am too modest to answer 
that question, but what about 
you; are YOU nice?”

I could hear him chuckle and 
then he made some remarks 
about my story.

During the following years he 
sometimes wanted me to make 
some changes [to my] contribu-
tions, and I did not always agree 
with him, but Bert was always 
fair.

Thanks, Bert, for giving your 
very best to Christian Courier 
for many years.

Berta Hosmar
Whitby, Ont.

CAN ANY INVESTMENTS BE 
ETHICAL?
Bob Bruinsma is clearly a bit 
ambivalent about the ethics of 
his investments (“Ethical gam-
bling?” Oct. 22, 2018). To me, 
the issue is not so much whether 
it’s possible to select compan-
ies with “ethical” practices as 
whether we should play the stock 

Letters

CAMPAIGN COMMENTS
Many donations came in with 
short, cheerful notes from you, 
our readers, which are happily 
shared among CC staff – these 
are the comments that keep us 
going. Here’s a small sample: 

“We have been subscribers for 
nearly 50 years, and wouldn’t go 
without it!”

“Thank you for your continu-
ing faithful witness to the King 
of Kings through the Reformed 
witness in Christian Courier. 
It has been a pleasure to have 
subscribed and been nourished 
by this witness for going on 62 
years.”

“Thanks for providing in-
sightful journalism that recog-
nizes Christ’s lordship over all 
without being preachy or sectar-
ian.”

“Thanks for your strong com-
mitment to restoration and to 
raising the issue of Indigenous 
content in CC.”

“We need Christians speaking 
out now, more than ever! Keep 
up the great work.”

HERMENEUTIC OF 
SUSPICION 
It was good of Gerry Gerrits to 
write a review article about Jero-
en Koch’s 2007 biography of 
Abraham Kuyper (“The ‘Com-
plete’ Kuyper,” Nov. 12, 2018). 
Great spiritual leaders, too, have 
feet of clay. Their weaknesses 
and shortcomings, let alone their 
misdeeds, should not be hidden 
or explained away. In each case, 
truth demands a more “all-round 
picture,” as Gerrits rightly notes. 

Fortunately, distance in time and 
ongoing research often help keep 
the record straight by balancing 
“a saint’s life” with “a sinner’s 
faults.” The current interest of 
North American evangelicals in 
Kuyper’s ideas about Christian 
involvement in public life is not 
likely to rekindle the mistake of 
a particular segment of the Re-
formed people a century ago who 
fell into the trap of idolizing the 
man.

Yet a word of caution is in or-
der. Koch seems to lack the first 
requirement of a biographer: the 
ability to empathize with his sub-
ject. To be sure, he incorporates 
a great deal of research into his 
book of 672 pages. The result, 
however, is a biography that suf-
fers from what may be called a 
hermeneutic of suspicion. At al-
most every turn Koch interprets 
what Kuyper said, or wrote, or 
did, in a negative way as either 
self-serving hypocrisy or mis-
guided delusion. His struggle 
for church reform and the cam-
paign for freedom of education 
is described by Koch in terms of 
outdated orthodoxy and person-
al ambition. While I appreciate 
Koch’s nuanced account of the 
railway strikes of 1903, he spoils 
it for me by ascribing the force-
ful response of the Kuyper gov-
ernment to an inflated sense of 
the office of government.

Here is a sample of how 
Koch summarizes two phases 
of Kuyper’s career: “The spon-
taneous revolt of the Christians 
under the guidance of the holy 
spirit [sic] against the liberal oc-
cupiers, an uprising he awaited 
halfway the 1870s, never mater-
ialized. And the attempts of his 
Cabinet to refashion the country 
in accordance with God’s blue-
print equally suffered shipwreck” 

market at all. Admittedly, I’m not 
the best person to speak on this 
since a) my extremely meager 
savings are invested in GICs, b) 
I trust my four adult sons not to 
let me starve, and c) it’s possible 
to live on a government old age 
pension, even if it requires an ex-
tremely prudent lifestyle. Canada 
is a stable country with stable fi-
nances.

As the headline on Bruinsma’s 
title admits, investing is a form 
of gambling. Gambling in hopes 
of better returns doesn’t square 
with “You shall not covet.” This 
applies even to buying tickets 
on a quilt. People tell me that 
they buy such tickets to support 
whatever organization is selling 
the tickets, or that it’s just a fun 
thing to do. Those responses are, 
of course, rather disingenuous. 
If you want to support an organ-
ization, give them the money or 
volunteer your time. The reason 
raffles work is that people are 
covetous by nature.

People choose to invest in the 
stock market because they hope 
to obtain higher rates of interest 
than what a mere GIC offers. 
Should a stock shoot sky-high, 
there are big profits to be made. 
Should the market crash, there’s 
considerable potential for loss 
of investments. That’s gambling 
with our God-given resources. 
I’ve become intrigued by the 
Muslim ban on collecting or 
charging interest.

Of courses some investment 
choices are better than others. 
We’d prefer to place our money 
with “green” businesses, not oil 
companies. But if a major bank 
brags about going carbon neu-
tral, is that the only criterion? Is 
that bank’s focus also strong on 
human rights, or is it all about 
shareholder profits?

Bruinsma quotes the text about 
storing up treasures on earth 
(where moth and rust corrupt). 
Which brings me to several ques-
tions. Christianity is a radical re-
ligion, so these questions may 
also be radical:
•	 How much money should 

Christians save for their old 

age anyway? Is it ethical to 
sit on a small fortune while 
victims of hurricanes, earth-
quakes and tsunamis remain 
homeless? 

•	 Similarly, should we not be 
focused on providing a home 
for some of those millions of 
displaced people around the 
world? These are fathers and 
mothers, grandmothers and 
children.

•	 Investment councillors 
advise us to save for our 
post-career years so that we 
can then continue to “live the 
lifestyle to which you have 
become accustomed.” I see 
many faithful churchgoers 
practicing this philosophy, 
and even exceeding it, when 
they spend their retirement 
years traveling around the 
world. I’ve heard a relative 
say, “We deserve it, after 
all the years we worked so 
hard.” Seriously? If we got 
what we deserved, we’d be 
cast into the outer darkness. 
And why should we in the 
rich western world deserve 
wealth – are victims of cor-
rupt governments or natural 
disasters less deserving? 

•	 Should our trust for the fu-
ture be in our retirement sav-
ings? Are we like the man 
who built bigger and bigger 
barns to store all his wealth? 
Do we realize that there’s no 
U-Haul behind the coffin?

•	 How should we spend our 
retirement years? Will it be 
a concentrated focusing on 
self, or will we use our tal-
ents for helping others? Will 
we feed the hungry, shelter 
the homeless and generally 
love our neighbour as much 
as ourselves?

I clearly have strong opinions on 
this issue of ethical investing. It 
would be good to continue our 
discussion in CC, despite the old 
Canadian advice never to discuss 
politics, sex or money, if you 
want to keep the peace.

Anne Van Arragon
Kentville, N.S.

Editor’s note: 
We are planning to publish a short series on the topic of ethical 
investing in the new year. Stay posted! Your thoughts are always 
welcome at editor@christiancourier.ca. 
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This page is made possible through a partnership with CRC Ministries within Canada.

BETWEEN EATING DINNER, ex-
changing gifts, and engaging 
in conversation at the annual 
Christmas gathering, sometimes 
our family has forgotten to retell 
the story that we’ve come togeth-
er to celebrate. Sound familiar? 

Below you’ll find easy, mean-
ingful, and fun ideas for retelling 
the Christmas story with people 
of all ages. Start a new tradition 
by using one with your family 
this year! 

PARTICIPATION STORY 
We did this last year with my ex-
tended family – ages two through 
79 – and it was awesome. One 
person reads the story script; 
everyone else chimes in with an 
assigned sound effect. Download 
the script for free at tinyurl.com/
y6wuspld. 

WONDERING STORY 
Welcome Home: A Christmas 
Devotional invites thoughtful 
participation through a series of 
wondering questions. Get it for 
free at tinyurl.com/y9hasxz9.

BUILD-A-STORY 
This approach takes 30 minutes 
or more, but it can be a great way 
to fill that gap of time before the 
meal or prior to opening gifts. 
Split up into small groups of 2 to 

4 people each. Assign each group 
a different scene from Luke 2 to 
recreate using LEGO blocks or 
an assortment of household ob-
jects you’ve gathered (cotton 
balls, tin foil, tissues, a ruler, 
spools, yarn, buttons, playdough, 
toothpicks, rubber bands, paper 
cups, and so on). When ready, 
each group can read their part of 
the story and show their creation. 

PICTURE-A-STORY 
This method works well during 
a large family gathering where 
there’s some space to move 
around. Form small groups of 
2 to 4 people. Divide a printed 
copy of Luke 2 into as many 
sections as there are groups and 
assign each group a section(s) of 
the story. Give them five minutes 
(more if they have more than one 
section) to plan how they will 
either act out (without speaking) 
or pose to form a live picture of 
their part(s) of the story. Have a 
narrator read the story, pausing 
for each group to quietly recreate 
their scene. 

For more family faith forma-
tion ideas, visit the Family Faith 
Formation toolkit at crcna.org/
FaithFormation/toolkits. 

Karen DeBoer is the Creative Resource Developer 
for Faith Formation Ministries. She prefers telling 
Christmas stories to cooking Christmas dinners.

'WHO DO YOU THINK WE ARE?' FOUR FAMILY 
CHRISTMAS IDEAS

DRIVING DOWN A MAIN ROAD 
in my hometown, I often pass the 
large golden arches of McDon-
alds. Underneath the arches it 
reads, “Over 99 Billion Served.” 
That’s a lot of hungry people fed! 
It is also a lot of people who know 
this restaurant. I suspect that there 
aren’t many people on earth who 
haven’t heard of McDonalds or a 
Big Mac.

This got me thinking about 
Diaconal Ministries Canada 
(DMC). While we can’t claim 
to have served 99 billion people, 
DMC has been working hard to 
inspire, empower, and equip dea-

cons across Canada for over 17 
years. And yet, on a recent road 
trip to Winnipeg and Northern 
Ontario, Ron VandenBrink, Na-
tional Director for DMC, heard 
deacons say, “We had no idea 
DMC existed!”

I’m not going to lie, that stings 
a little. Not because we think 
we’re such a big deal, but be-
cause we think DEACONS are 
a big deal and we want them to 
feel supported and encouraged in 

the work that they do. We hope 
that every deacon is made aware 
of DMC so that every deacon can 
connect with us and receive the 
support they need. 

We’d like to take this opportun-
ity to tell the DMC story:

In the late 1950’s, some of 
the first “Diaconal Conferen-
ces” were formed in the Chris-
tian Reformed Church. From the 
Maritimes to British Columbia, 
deacons used these regionalized 
“conferences” to gather together 
for a time of sharing experiences 
and resources, developing train-
ing events/workshops, and find-

ing ways to assist each other and 
their congregations. While the 
number of conferences expanded 
and contracted over the years, at 
one point there were 10 Christian 
Reformed “Diaconal Conferen-
ces” across Canada!

Finally, in 1998, at a Classis 
Renewal Gathering in Chicago, 
Canadian representatives from 
the various Diaconal Conferen-
ces, Home Missions (now Reson-
ate Global Mission) and CRWRC 

Spread the Gospel 
Even in the 

Hardest Places!

Even though Jesus is Lord 
over all the earth, there are 
places where sharing His 
love and truth aren’t openly 
accepted. But you can help. 

Every $1 you give helps share 
the Gospel with 1 person. 

For more information and 
to help, please go to: 
backtogod.net/gospel

Karen DeBoer, Faith Formation Ministries

Fresh ways to tell the Christmas story at family 
gatherings.

Erin Knight, Communications Coordinator for Diaconal Ministries Canada

Diaconal Ministries Canada staff (left to right) Ron VandenBrink, Erin Knight, 
Rachel Vroege, Tammy Heidbuurt, Samantha Bondy

(now World Renew), met over 
lunch and began dreaming about 
forming an umbrella organization 
that could oversee the training of 
deacons right across Canada.

Soon the napkins on that table 
(the only paper they had avail-
able) were filled with circles, tri-
angles and arrows, symbolizing 
the ideas for how deacons could 
be connected from east to west 
and west to east. It was an ex-
citing time and, after a few more 
years of discussions and plan-
ning, Diaconal Ministries Can-
ada was formally constituted in 
2001. 

The funding model, which had 
served each regional conference 
so well for so many years, was 
adopted by the national organiz-
ation. DMC soon hired staff and 
began organizing training ma-
terials, creating a robust website 
and running regional events. It 
has continued to grow and thrive 
ever since.

Whether you’ve known about 
DMC for a long time or just read 
about it now, Diaconal Ministries 
Canada is here to inspire, em-
power and equip deacons as they 
animate their churches to engage 
communities, to live stewardly 
and to promote mercy and justice. 
If you’re looking for more infor-
mation or resources on how to 
do that, check out diaconalminis-
tries.com, email dmc@crcna.org, 
or call 1-800-730-3490.

Oh, and if you’re craving two 
all-beef patties, special sauce, let-
tuce and cheese, you know where 
to go for that! 
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News

OTTAWA IS BRINGING A CARBON TAX to provinces and territories that 
do not yet have an equivalent program. Despite evidence of the effect-
iveness of carbon taxes, this program is being criticized by provincial 
and federal conservatives as both an ineffective policy and a harmful 
tax grab on the part of the Liberal government. Canada’s increasingly 
partisan carbon tax debate casts doubt on the future of the tax at a 
time when the threat of climate change looms larger than ever. In this 
context, it is imperative that we focus on the merits of the carbon tax, 
rather than the party who levied it.    

Carbon taxes and cap-and-trade regulations are two of the most 
common carbon pricing policies. Carbon pricing combats climate 
change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions. It works by increas-
ing the cost of producing emissions, thereby encouraging businesses 
and consumers to make choices that result in fewer emissions. Car-
bon pricing is not a novel concept for Canada, as all its major federal 
political parties have floated the idea of carbon pricing at some point 
in the past. British Columbia, Alberta, P.E.I, Nova Scotia and New-
foundland all have a carbon tax. Quebec and Ontario have developed 
cap-and-trade programs, although the Ontario government recently 
announced the cancellation of its program. 

Ottawa has been working to apply carbon pricing to provinces and 
territories that lack equivalent programs. Under the Greenhouse Gas 
Pollution Pricing Act, jurisdictions that did not have carbon pricing 
were given until September 1, 2018 to submit a carbon pricing pro-
gram. Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, New Brunswick, Yukon and 
Nunavut will now have the federal carbon tax applied to them. The tax 
will begin at $20 on every tonne of greenhouse gas emissions starting 
in 2019, and will increase by $10 each year to $50 a tonne by 2022. 

In order to reduce the impacts of the new carbon tax, Ottawa is 
offering direct rebates to households in provinces where the tax is 
applied. Current estimates suggest that after the rebate, most affected 
households stand to gain money from the carbon tax. For example, in 
Ontario, the carbon tax will cost the average household approximate-

A CARBON TAX FOR CANADA
Our conversations on carbon should go beyond the economic impact on us.  
Andrew J. Regnerus

Andrew J. Regnerus

A.J. has an MA in Inter-
national Affairs. He works in 
Ottawa where he lives with 
his wife, Coriander, and dog, 
Basil. 

ly $244 in 2019. However, most 
households will receive a rebate 
of $300 at the end of the year. 

Ottawa has also sought to al-
leviate the impact of the carbon 
tax on businesses, particularly 
those in emissions-intensive sec-
tors, such as iron and steel manu-
facturing, that compete with 
companies based in other coun-
tries. There will also be targeted 
relief from the tax for businesses, 
such as farms and greenhouses, 
that rely on fossil fuels and would 
have difficulty switching to al-
ternative energy sources. 

A FINE BALANCE
While the carbon tax has faced 
political opposition, it is sup-
ported by most economists as an 
effective, market-based solution 
to climate change. In 2008, Brit-
ish Columbia became the first 
province with a carbon tax. Its 
experience with the carbon tax 
shows it can effectively reduce 
emissions without sabotaging 
economic growth. A 2015 paper 
from the Duke University Energy 
Initiative found that emissions in 
the province have dropped by be-
tween five and 15 percent since 

the carbon tax was introduced. 
The same paper suggested that 
the carbon tax had a negligible 
impact on overall economic ac-
tivity. Other studies have shown 
that B.C.’s economy grew at the 
same rate as the rest of Canada 
since the carbon tax was imposed 
in 2008. 

Evidence suggests the carbon 
tax will be effective and relative-
ly harmless. Still, like other taxes, 
it carries a cost. We have arrived 
at a time when we must consider 
whether this cost is necessary, if 
not absolutely critical. In October 
2018, days before the Canadian 
government unveiled the details 
of its carbon tax, the United Na-
tions Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change released a re-
port detailing how the effects of 
climate change are expected to 
become much worse under cur-
rent trends of global warming. If 
no action is taken, we can expect 
the destruction of ecosystems, 
a growing magnitude of floods 
and droughts and famine, higher 
rates of diseases such as malaria, 
and increased risk from extreme 
weather events. Wealthier coun-
tries like Canada are generally 
insulated from these effects, but 
people throughout the world liv-
ing near, or below, the poverty 
line are already suffering. With-
out action, they will suffer even 
more. 

Christians are called to be stew-
ards of the Earth. While this com-

mand is valuable on its own, in 
this case there is an even stronger 
imperative: caring for our neigh-
bours. Christians have always 
sought to respond to the plight 
of those experiencing droughts, 
famines and weather-related nat-
ural disasters. Now, as a result of 
climate change, these incidents 

are becoming more frequent and 
intense. Should we not rally to 
remedy the causes of climate 
change, rather than only dealing 
with the symptoms? In this light, 
our conversation on carbon taxes 
should go beyond their economic 
impact on our lives and country. 
It should focus on the lives at risk 
in the present and those who will 
suffer in the preceding decades if 
we fail to act now. 

A carbon tax will not solve 
climate change on its own. How-
ever, research and experience 
suggest it is a step in the right 
direction. Canada should con-
tinue its carbon pricing debate, 
but not along partisan lines. If 
Canadians choose to reject Ot-
tawa’s carbon tax, they should do 
so because there is a more effect-
ive alternative. Currently, it does 
not appear that such an alterna-
tive exists.   

Should we not rally to remedy the 

causes of climate change, rather than 

only dealing with the symptoms?
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Reviews

GUT WRENCHING

ACTS 1:18 RECOUNTS JUDAS’ DEATH AS FOLLOWS: he bought a field, 
and “there he fell headlong, his body burst open, and all his intestines 
spilled out. Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called 
that field in their language Akeldama, the Field of Blood.” From the 
ground contaminated with Abel’s murdered blood to the perils and 
promises of blood transfusion and today’s fascination with personal-
ized blood tests, the liquid that suffuses us continues to dredge an ev-
er-deepening river in our collective imaginations. 

However, my question when reading this passage was, Why mention 
his guts? Although most of us are no longer familiar with the details of 
hunting and butchery, one of most essential aspects of field-dressing an 
animal is the prompt removal of the viscera to avoid spoiling the rest 
of the carcass. Past death and outside a living creature, intestines have 
little use except as fermentation chambers for sickening rot. However, 
the importance of Judas’ entrails became clearer to me when I looked 
up the context behind the Greek word used, transliterated as splagch-
non. The verb form splagchnizomai appears in passages like Matthew 
20:34, where Jesus is “moved with compassion” to heal the blind. He 
is, to paraphrase, moved at the level of his very bowels to act: at the 
level so often smothered with shame and secrecy and euphemism that 
we forget the fact of their being. While the physiological connections 
between our guts and brainstems continue to be explored by contem-

porary science, most of us no longer consider our gut feelings to be so 
remarkable. Hearts and minds have been sculpted over the millennia 
as noble organs, worthy of wonder and veneration, while our guts sit 
in the darkened sub-basement of our awareness – unacknowledged – 
until they no longer work.              

Kate Bowler knew something was wrong with hers, but not what  
– even after a parade of visits to various doctors. By the time of her 
referral to a gastrointestinal specialist at Duke University Hospital, 
she’d lost 30 pounds and spent countless lonely moments leaning in 
hallways, swigging grimly from a bottle of ER-prescribed antacids. A 
few months before that, she’d “felt breathless with the possibilities . . . 
[with the] certainty that God had a worthy plan for my life . . . I wanted 
God to make me good and make me faithful, with just a few shining 
accolades along the way.” All of that collapsed in a smothered roar as 

EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A 
REASON (AND OTHER LIES I’VE 
LOVED)
By Kate Bowler
Pengiun Random House, 2018

 Jennie Stephenson

the last doctor informed her that 
they were reaching the “squishy 
end of a squishy diagnosis,” a 
squishiness that suffused her with 
something heretofore unimag-
inable: cancer.            

The quote I selected above 
might tempt the prospective read-
er to think that Bowler is a sweet-
ly unquestioning adherent of 
bootstrap-pulling, wealth-achiev-
ing, hearty American prosperity 
gospel: far from it. She wrote one 
of the first in-depth histories of 
the subject, first for her PhD and 
then in book-length with the ap-
propriate title Blessed. She was 
more familiar than most with the 
perils of theology that promises 
God’s grace is distributed like a 
meritocratic credit rewards pro-
gram, with the most faithful lives 
stretching into unblemished old 
age and preserved memories of 
the power to drive off tornadoes. 
Even so, she – like many of us  – 
swam in its diluted milieu, the 
dregs of which dampened even 
the soil of her childhood Menno-
nite community that “prided’ it-
self on its legacies of martyrdom 
and material simplicity [in the 
eyes of televangelists, poverty]. 
She remained convinced that her 
life could burble along on a most-
ly beneficent current and that each 
apparent stretch of dead water 
would later be revealed as prov-
ing ground for greater spiritual 
renewal. God had a plan for her 
life, in which she was the “center 
that would hold,” connecting the 
strands of her husband and baby 
in a solid rope that did double 
duty as an anchor and a saviour 
from threats of drowning.            

Her cancer takes this convic-
tion and drowns it. She wakes up 
every day facing the impossibly, 
blindly cruel near-certainty that 
she will die young and leave the 
people she swore she cannot be 
without, one of them too young 
himself to yet remember her. De-
spite the overwhelming sobriety 
of these circumstances, Bowl-
er does not wallow in self-pity; 
she cauterizes it, brilliantly, with 
sharp doses of humour, includ-
ing asides about how she has the 
second-least-sexy cancer – thank 
God it’s not rectal! She includes 
vignettes on the stalwart support 
of her friends and family: how 
one drives screaming through 
a thunderstorm to be at her side 
after surgery, how another burns 
a dress so loaded with now-tox-

ic false hope that she can’t bear 
to even see it, and how they all, 
in one way or another, avoid the 
sickening platitudes on the cover.             

Even the metaphors that sur-
round “sexier” versions of cancer 
memoirs and treatment them-
selves, with their sagas of battles 
and wars and survival, obscure 
the uncertainties Bowler nav-
igates with every next breath. 
Her type of colon cancer, as it 
turns out, is the “magic” variety 
found in a scant three percent of 
patients that allows for her ex-
perimental treatment at Emory 
University: a treatment that, in 
her case so far, is successful. To 
her own former study subjects, 
this would be evidence that (1) 
God let her have cancer but en-
sured she wouldn’t die from it 
so that (2) she could live to write 
this very book and demonstrate 
how faith pays. These gospel ad-
herents, in their wish to construe 
her story in its shiniest optimal 
light, neglect the shadows cast 
by outsize statistical inflation. 
Everything does not happen for 
a reason. God does not – either 
intentionally or through some 
mystifying divine negligence – 
afflict people with cancer. Cancer 
is a multitudinous, networked, 
cavernous disease that proves to 
us, again and again, that the same 
processes that sustain us – cell 
growth and division – exist on 
a biological knife edge: it is not 
outside of us, but an inward part, 
a part that sometimes survives 
better than we can. In the words 
of Siddhartha Mukherjee, a can-
cer physician, researcher, and au-
thor of a “biography” of cancer, 
“its existence is a pathological 
mirror of our own.”        

Life is not a river that always 
empties in God’s waterfall of 
wealth, but neither is it nihilistic 
randomness. God is with Bowler, 
with all of us, in all those spac-
es in between, in the gut-empty-
ing and the gut-wrenching and 
the not-knowing: that whatever 
else, Love is here; love is your 
baby and your husband and the 
crumbs of joy that you choose; 
love is this even when the route 
that never was evaporates.  

Jennie Stephenson

Jennie has a degree in animal 
biology, loves learning 
unfamiliar words, and is 
extremely fond of God’s gift 
of chocolate. She lives in 
Zeeland, MI. 

Kate Bowler
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They are honest as they compare 
their status with the value given 
to work animals on their farms. 
Each one has their own personal-
ity, but they all agree when Ona 
says that the minimum condition 
for staying is that women be al-
lowed to think for themselves. 
She captures the essence of the 
long struggle for respect for the 
equal moral agency of women. I 
won’t divulge what they decide 
to do.  

Because they cannot write, 
minutes of their discussion are 
narrated by the only male present, 
August Epp, a sensitive teacher, 
who adds insights from his own 
rejection by the powerful male 
leaders of the community.  In an 
interview, Toews suggested he 
is “everyman”; different ways of 

EIGHT MENNONITE WOMEN IN A HAYLOFT.  48 hours to decide how 
they should respond to the return of men who have drugged and sex-
ually abused them.  Should they forgive the men and return to “nor-
mal,” stay and fight for justice, or leave. Based on a true story, nov-
elist Miriam Toews sets up a prism to explore relationships in a close 
community and the foundations of Christian faith.  Heartbreaking and 
humourous, the story respects tradition and resonates with current 
issues. 

The love and tensions between mothers, daughters and grand-
mothers unfold in talk about housework and hair-dos, as does the 
impact of the male-domination in their lives. Two family groups, the 
Loewens and the Friesens, spar in ways that are familiar in any close 
church community. The anger and harm suffered by the survivors 
of abuse is tempered by the resilience and humour of these women. 
Their faith in God is shaken by the abuse of power and betrayal by 
respected Men of God, but they draw on Scripture to work through 
the meaning of justice, forgiveness and pacifism for themselves. 

When Victor arrives in Venice, 
Louisiana, he meets the Moreau 
family and is especially drawn 
to Philomene – called Phil by her 
family and friends – who is a few 
years older than he is. Bold, viva-
cious, and principled, Phil loves 
the Mississippi River and knows 
her way around on it.

As Phil sets out with Victor to 
fulfill Mr. Spiro’s last request, 
they encounter forces, both natu-
ral and human, that almost destroy 
them, but which they overcome.

In this compassionate, authentic 

IN THIS SEQUEL TO THE JUVENILE NOVEL PAPERBOY, six years have 
passed and Victor Vollmer is now 17 years old. Some things haven’t 
changed: Victor still stutters, struggling with his self image; his parents 
continue to fight; and he hasn’t yet discovered the answer to a secret he 
stumbled upon years ago.

But much has changed: Victor is no longer a paperboy, but a copy-
boy for a local newspaper; he owns a car; and his friend, Mr. Spiro, 
who had positively influenced Victor’s view of himself as a person 
who stuttered, has died, and Victor promised to fulfill Mr. Spiro’s last 
request, a promise that entailed a journey to the mouth of the Missis-
sippi River.

Without his parents’ knowledge and with a contact name from some-
one at the newspaper, Victor sets out in his car from Memphis, Tennes-
see, determined to honour his promise to Mr. Spiro. As he heads south, 
he hears rumours of an approaching hurricane.

A JOURNEY OF PROMISE-KEEPING AND ACCEPTANCE

“the other” no matter the cost; 
developing “civil courage” to 
fight evil; seeking God’s glory 
rather than a nation’s glory; and 
working to draw the church back 
to its Gospel calling. Employ-
ing metaphors and meaningful 
colours (blood-red and night-
black, among others), Hendrix 
depicts Adolf Hitler as a wolf –  
Adolf means “noble wolf” – and 
highlights how he manipulated 
German Christians, framing his 

THE STORY OF THE LIFE AND TIMES OF DIETRICH BONHOEFFER has 
been told in numerous history books, biographies, and essays. In 
author’s notes, John Hendrix writes that his book for young adults 
“is not primarily a work of scholarship but a work of art.” Relying 
on the work of historians who have pulled together Bonhoeffer’s 
myriad writings and original sources about him, Hendrix has fash-
ioned an authentic, inspirational creation which makes Bonhoeffer’s 
passionate story accessible and attractive to young adult readers.

Hendrix combines handwritten text with vivid artwork as he ex-
plores the central themes in Bonhoeffer’s life: the communion of 
the saints as active agents in the world to bring about justice; loving 

A UNIQUE DEPICTION OF 
DIETRICH BONHOEFFER’S STORY

SUBMIT, FIGHT OR LEAVE

WOMEN TALKING
By Miriam Toews 
Alfred A. Knopf Canada, 2018.

novel for young adults by an au-
thor who himself struggled with 
stuttering, Victor realizes that Mr. 
Spiro’s request was more than it 
seemed to be and he learns to ac-
cept the voice that was given to 
him, “not the voice I would have 
chosen, but one that could serve 
me well if I would only let it.”   

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema actions and missions as God’s 
will.

Fast-paced narrative and live-
ly illustrations make The Faith-
ful Spy a meaningful, stirring 
book for both young adults and 
adults.  

being a man add another layer to 
this story of society in a hayloft.   

At a writer’s forum, Miriam 
Toews was asked whether she 
was still a Mennonite and some 
readers observed that the church 
gets off too easy in the book. 
Toews answered, “I am Menno-
nite; that’s who I am.” The wom-
en talking cling to their faith and 
love a church that hurts them, a 
space many women find them-
selves in these days. Toews has 
gifted us with a profound and 
delightful mirror to see ourselves 
more clearly.    

COPYBOY
By Vince Vawter 
Capstone Editions, 2018.

The Faithful Spy: Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer and the Plot to 
Kill Hitler
By John Hendrix 
Harry N. Abrams, 2018.

Sonya VanderVeen 
Feddema

Sonya is a freelance writer
living in St Catharines, Ont.

Sonya VanderVeen 
Feddema

Sonya is a freelance writer
living in St Catharines, Ont.

Kathy Vandergrift

Kathy is a public policy 
analyst. She lives in Ottawa, 
where she recently heard 
Miriam Toews speak.



12   DECEMBER 10, 2018      |     CHRISTIAN COURIER

Features

HOLIDAY OR HOLY? 
We need to be clear about why and how we celebrate Christmas.    |   Margaret Sambol

MY HUSBAND RECENTLY HAD a 
surprising conversation with a 
colleague. She told him she’s a 
Christian because she celebrates 
Christmas.  

“But do you believe that Jesus 
is the son of God and that he died 
for your sins?” my husband asked. 

“No, that’s just a myth,” she 
replied. 

“So you don’t believe in Christ, 
but you think you’re a Christian 
because you like Christmas?” he 
followed up.

“Yes,” she said, adding that she 
identified with Christian culture. 

As my husband was telling me 
this story, it occurred to me that 
the way North Americans cele-
brate Christmas has become so 
big, so pervasive and so perverted 
from the original story that it has 
become a religion all its own. 

Even my Muslim friends put 
up a Christmas tree and exchange 
presents because they don’t want 
their kids to be left out of this pop-
ular cultural phenomenon. They 
treat Christmas like Canada Day 
– a fun thing to do, where any-
one can participate in the parades, 
flag-waving and barbecues with 
no religious significance and Jesus 
is not a necessary component. 

There’s evidence to support 
that Canadians are happy to have 
the fun of Christmas without the 
faith. A 2014 Angus Reid poll 

found that 80 percent of respon-
dents preferred to call this time 
of year “Christmas” rather than 
the “Holiday Season,” although 
only 37 percent said they would 
be attending a Christmas ser-
vice. Somewhat fittingly, only 29  
percent said it was “very special” 
to “celebrate the birth of Christ 
with loved ones.” 

CULTURE VS CHRIST 
Confusion arises because we have 
two identically-named events. 
There’s the “Christmas” that is 
defined as a two-month-long sea-
son of shopping, belief in Santa 
Claus, decorated evergreen trees, 
ugly wool sweaters and overin-
dulgence in sweets; the other, also 
called Christmas, is the joyful cel-
ebration of the birth of Jesus. 

I know from experience that my 
kids find homonyms confusing, so 
using the same word to describe 
both of these concurrent events 
makes it hard to know why we are 
doing something. I’ve been trying 
to distinguish it for my kids by 
calling the Santa-focused event 
“Cultural Christmas” or embrac-
ing the generic word “holiday” to 
mean winter celebrations that do 
not include Jesus. 

So if we are listening to a radio 
station playing an endless loop of 
pop singers belting out Rudolph 
the Red-nosed Reindeer and Jin-

gle Bells, I tell my kids they’re 
hearing “holiday music.” A chil-
dren’s party at the local communi-
ty centre, where the name of Jesus 
will never be spoken, but Santa 
will make an appearance and hand 
out candy canes, isn’t a Christmas 
party, it’s a holiday party. 

Parents no longer have a lot of 
control as to whether their kids 
are exposed to the Santa-worship 
of Cultural Christmas. Canadians 
spent $417 million on toys and 
games in December 2016, accord-
ing to a survey of large retailers, 
produced by Statistics Canada, 
and a CIBC-commissioned survey 
reported Canadians had an aver-
age gift-giving budget of $643 
in 2017. With big money on the 
line, Cultural Christmas market-
ing is impossible to avoid unless 
we’re prepared to retreat to an off-
the-grid cabin in the woods. One 
friend made a valiant effort not to 
talk about Santa to her kids, until 
her eldest child started school and 
was in tears on Christmas morn-
ing, wondering if he had been bad 
because he hadn’t received gifts 
from Santa. 

A HAPPY MEDIUM 
My compromise is not to fight the 
fun of Cultural Christmas, but to 
be deliberate in making distinc-
tions between holiday traditions 
and Christmas traditions. I think 

Margaret Sambol

Margaret  is a writer, 
community organizer and 
active volunteer. She and her 
husband are raising three 
young children in Ottawa, Ont. 

Some ideas to help kids (and adults) focus on Christ this season.

•  Give God a gift – commit to something between you and God 
(forgive someone, promise to pray or read your Bible daily, or 
focus on gratitude).

•  Go Christmas caroling in a nursing home (and even take your 
calm and friendly pet along if okayed by the staff).  

•  Give a surprise gift of service to each member of your family.
•  How about a fun new Christmas Eve tradition? Grab the kids 

and bake a birthday cake for Jesus, and then instead of cookies 
for Santa, leave him a piece of cake.

•  Invite a friend to a Christmas service. Or, search for a church 
that offers a Blue Christmas service, and invite someone you 
know who is alone or going through a difficult time.  

•  Read Luke 2 as a family on Christmas morning, before the 
craziness begins.

•  Buy your gifts through responsible vendors and artisans such as 
fair trade products through places like Ten Thousand Villages, 
catalogue orders from organizations like Compassion Canada 
or World Vision, or try Fundscrip.com, where you can buy gift 
cards and a donation is made to the non-profit of your choice.

• Make Christ-centred ornaments for your tree. 
•  Nurture some evergreen seedlings in your home and then plant 

them in the spring, teaching kids about being good stewards of 
God’s creation. 

•  Start a “travelling nativity” at your church. Package up a 
nativity set (and if you’re lucky enough to have a lot of knitters 
in your congregation, some adorable knitted “sheep to keep”!), 
along with things like a prayer, a copy of Luke’s Christmas 
story, and a notebook to record well-wishes and blessings for 
the next family. People in the congregation sign up to receive 
this box, which travels from house to house throughout the 
Advent season.  

Be creative! Involve your entire family. Think and pray about 
how you can honour Christ at Christmas, and throughout the 
year.  – AM, with input from BeliefNet.com and ThoughtCo.com. 
  

RESOURCES

fighting to have the term “Christ-
mas” on traditions that are not 
faith-based is actually diluting the 
message of this special event. I’m 
happy to surrender the marketing 
and madness to “holiday sales,” 
instead of insisting we connect 
discounts with the divine. 

Every family finds their own 
way to navigate this issue includ-
ing setting up nativity scenes, 
attending a live re-enactment of 
the nativity, reading Bible stories, 
attending Christmas church ser-
vices, lighting Advent candles, 
following an Advent calendar or 
devotional, and talking about the 
real St. Nicholas. One idea I love 
is to move the timing of these cel-
ebrations further apart. Instead of 

trying to celebrate both Christmas-
es on Dec. 25, move gift giving to 
another day such as the Feast of 
St. Nicholas on Dec. 6. Making 
traditions of donating to charity or 
volunteering can also help switch 
the focus between events.  

For our family, it will likely 
mean lots of little conversations 
on an ongoing basis and always 
asking the question, “Why are we 
doing this?” before we make it a 
family Christmas tradition. 
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MANY YEARS AGO, JUST AS tele-
vision was turning from black 
and white to colour, a very spe-
cial episode of a show called 
Dragnet aired. It was Christmas 
Eve 1953, and in it, a man called 
Sargent Friday fi nds himself 
summoned to a local Catholic 
church to investigate an appar-
ent burglary. The item in ques-
tion? Somebody, it seems, has 
run off with the congregation’s 
nativity statue of the baby Jesus. 

One can never be sure where 
bad taste comes from. Mine is 
intentional. I love cheaply made 
B-movies where the guy that 
falls off the building is obvious-
ly a mannequin, and the scenes 
don’t always make sense. At 
Christmastime this carries over 
into kitschy nonsense I can’t 
help but empty my wallet for. 

SOMEBODY STOLE JESUS
Or did they?    |    Brad Childs 

Take, for example, my new 
sweater, complete with large 
golden bells and a llama that’s 
wearing a toque (as llamas often 
do) whilst singing “falalalalla-
ma” for some beautiful reason. 
And is that a hipster-looking 
Jesus, wearing a birthday hat, 
blowing out the candles on his 
cake? I’ll take it! A t-shirt with 

the baby Jesus riding a tyranno-
saurus rex with the words “let’s 
party like it’s year 0” written 
above his head? Sure, put it on 
my gift list. I love all that stuff. 
The more horrible, the better.  

Not everyone agrees with me 

of course. In fact, few probably 
do. And I’m sure some of these 
tacky items originated from peo-
ple or companies without the pur-
est of motives. Some people like-
ly look at a fun little book I have, 
Dancing with Jesus, complete 
with instructions about doing the 
“Temptation Tango” and think 
exactly what that Catholic priest 

did in the old Dragnet episode: 
“Somebody stole Jesus!” Many 
probably see it as just another part 
to the ever-growing conspiracy to 
“take Christ out of Christmas” or 
at the very least to fl ip the narra-
tive away from the holy. There 

A secularized and sanitized Jesus is also a 
very popular Jesus.  

may be some truth to that, as a 
secularized and sanitized Jesus 
is also a very popular Jesus.  

Now let’s be clear: people do 
indeed steal Jesus out of the na-
tivity scene both fi guratively and 
literally. In fact, there is even a 
Facebook page devoted to fi nd-
ing baby Jesus fi gurines that 
have “walked away.” It’s true 
as well that television shows do 
things to Christmas that surely 
leave Christians wondering what 
happened to their saviour, with 
nearly every Christmas episode 
following a storyline where the 
characters eventually learn the 
“true meaning of Christmas.” 
This “true meaning,” of course, 
has nothing to do with Christ. He 
is stolen right out of the manger; 
never to be heard from. 

As Advent begins to give 
way to Christmas morning, I 
fi nd myself ruminating more 
and more on the words “some-
body stole Jesus.” 

It used to bother me quite 
a lot when I saw someone 

“steal” Jesus. I used to detest 
seeing a cross worn as a fashion 
statement instead of an expres-
sion of faith. It used to anger me 
to hear my favourite television 
characters tell me that the “true 
meaning” of Christmas is “be-
ing kind to your neighbour” or 
“spending time with people you 
love.” But not any longer. Now 
I even kind of like it. Sure it’s 
not the full picture, but much 
like those tiny communion cups 
with just a hint of that most 
blessed wine, it’s a taste of what 
else can be. 

At the end of that old Drag-
net episode, everything turns 
out okay. The show concludes 
with the emergence of a small 
boy – the culprit. It’s all rather 
innocent. The child simply took 
the baby Jesus out for a ride in 
his new wagon. 

When I see tacky Christmas 
stuff, I don’t get upset anymore. 
Instead, I’m happy that people 
feel invited to participate in this 
deeply important Christian Holy 
Day, no matter who they are or 
what they do (or do not) believe. 
I’m happy that even if people just 
get a small taste of what Christ 
can offer, that they use that mor-
sel to treat people better, to be 
kinder to their neighbours, to care 
for others, to donate to people in 
need. And if Jesus riding a dino-
saur puts a smile on your face, 
or more hopefully, sparks what 
could be a very fruitful conver-
sation, then I say buy it! Nobody 
stole Jesus. Because you can’t 
steal what’s freely offered. 

Brad Childs

Brad was raised in a small 
Amish community in Kansas, 
but today is the minister at 
Fairview Presbyterian Church 
in Vancouver. He sits on the 
board of both Presbyterian 
College, Montreal, and 
McGill’s Montreal School of 
Theology. He lives with his 
wife Tracy and their three 
children, and is working on a 
humour book of short stories. 

“Nativity,” by Emily Wierenga

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
What do you think? Does Christ-
mas kitsch undermine the gos-
pel or invite people into God’s 

story? Email us at features@
christiancourier.ca.
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This Christmas our thoughts are  
with those who are grieving.  
Our prayer for you is this:

It’s comforting to come home.

This Christmas our thoughts are This Christmas our thoughts are 
with those who are grieving. with those who are grieving. 
Our prayer for you is this:Our prayer for you is this:

indescribable gift!”
“Thanks be to God  

joy and   peace
“May the God of hope  
 fill you with all  

 

   as you trust in him,  
so that you may overflow  
  with hope by the power  
 of the Holy Spirit.”  >> Romans 15:13

GIVE A 
GOAT GIFT

Uzima is a Swahili word that 
means “full of life.” Give a 
goat (or wheelchair or sewing 
machine) to show you care 
this Christmas, and offer 
uzima—abundant life—to 
people who face poverty 
and oppression. Each gift 

is an opportunity for God to transform the 
everyday events of people’s lives into miracles. 

Uzima is a Swahili word that 
means “full of life.” Give a 
goat (or wheelchair or sewing 
machine) to show you care 
this Christmas, and offer 
uzima—abundant life—to 
people who face poverty 
and oppression. Each gift 

800-730-3490 (Canada) • 800-552-7972 (US)
worldrenew.net/gifts  f   

   

Carefree living in the Heart o f Burlington!
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MIGHT AS WELL ADMIT IT – I 
hate waiting. I plan shopping 
trips for off-peak hours, avoid 
line ups and get antsy if I have to 
sit for more than 10 minutes in 
a doctor’s offi ce. Waiting is time 
wasted. I’m not unique. Look at 
the faces in the checkout line, 
or observe behaviour in a traffi c 
jam. We’re a driven culture with 
a drive-thru mentality. It’s noth-
ing new for me, either. Appar-
ently I’ve been like this since 
childhood.

My father used to bring home 
a Christmas tree around mid-De-
cember. He insisted on standing it 
in a pail of water for a whole week 
– seven days of torture for me. I 
visited the tree every day in the 
garage and imagined how splen-
did it would look when adorned 
with lights and baubles in our liv-
ing room. 

At last Pa would bring the 
tree into the house, make sure it 

THE ‘WAIT’ OF GLORY
Heidi VanderSlikke  |  hmvanderslikke@hotmail.com

Heidi lives in Mapleton Township, Ont. Her life and writing centre on faith, family 
and farm life.

stood straight, trim the branches 
and sometimes relocate a few for 
symmetry’s sake, then painstak-
ingly arrange every single light. 
Only then would my mother allow 
me to start hanging decorations, 
which she supervised (and often 
rearranged). Finally she would 
fuss with each strand of tinsel. 

Gazing at its shimmering 
beauty, I wondered when the pre-
sents would appear. When they 
arrived, I’d start counting the days 
until we could open them.

When I was seven a neighbour 
told me that Santa Claus was a 
fraud. She also told me Jesus was 
for real and matter of fact, Christ-
mas was all about him. My teach-
er affi rmed that, pointing out the 
amazing truth that the word itself 
starts with his name. I took sincere 
comfort in that. 

THE PROMISE
Some years later I became a 

Christian (another word that starts 
with his name). Christmas took 
on a new signifi cance – not only 
had Jesus come the fi rst time – he 
promised to come back! 

I’ve been waiting now for more 
than 40 years. You already know 
what a patient person I am. That 
initial glow of life in Christ, when 
his return seemed so imminent, 
faded somewhat. I live in the here 
and now. The daily challenges 

sometimes take their toll. I get dis-
tracted, discouraged and cranky. 
I lose sight of the promise that 
Christ will return, that there is life 
in eternity. “For momentary, light 
affl iction is producing for us an 
eternal weight of glory far beyond 
all comparison” (2 Cor. 4:17).

BLESSED ASSURANCE
Meanwhile, I mark time with 
Christmas. Still, it almost always 

sneaks up on me – suddenly an-
other year is coming to an end 
and I have all these cherished 
traditions. Will I be “ready” for 
Christmas? Ironically, the prep-
arations and festivities I hold dear 
have a strong potential to obscure 
the authenticity of the celebration. 
I don’t think I’m alone. This is 
the season when pastors, worship 
committees and writers all scram-
ble madly to combat the glamour 
and glitz with some exciting way 
to keep the message fresh. There’s 
something wrong with that pic-
ture, isn’t there?

So this Christmas I’ll ask God 
to help me focus on what real-
ly, truly matters. I’ll push back 
against my self-imposed frenzy. 
I’ll ponder the birth of the Christ 
Child and thank the Lord he 
came to open the door to heaven 
for all who believe. I’ll cling to 
the assurance that in God’s time, 
Jesus is coming to take us home. 
And when he gets here, not one 
of us will ask what took him so 
long. His timing is perfect, in 
the truest sense of the word. The 
“wait” of glory will be fulfi lled at 
last and then we’ll understand the 
weight of it.

Merry Christmas! 
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AH, CHRISTMAS TIME. For some of 
us, it is a time of entertaining and 
welcoming family and friends. 
When I was much younger, Christ-
mas time meant traveling to see 
family, receiving chocolate letters 
and new socks, and being togeth-
er while the cooked turkey smells 
pervaded the home – or the fresh 
smells of Kentucky Fried Chicken 

MAKING ROOM
Sara Pot |  thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story includes daughters Rachel and Janneke who are severely 
disabled but radiate joy and grace.

that told us dinner had arrived. 
When Mary and Joseph were 

searching for a place to stay in Beth-
lehem, Scripture tells us the guest 
room wasn’t available of whatever 
lodging they inquired. Cultural an-
thropology tells us if the guest room 
was occupied, they were probably 
welcomed into the main room of 
that lodging where people and ani-

mals shared the space. Though our 
Christmas cards depict a stable with 
animals, I can only wonder if it was 
actually room filled with people and 
animals, with all kinds of smells and 
sounds welcoming the birth of the 
King!

Some of the Christmas traditions 
in our family have changed, as we 
have aged and as loved ones have 
passed away. Our own family has 
adjusted to the changing needs of 
our daughters. When the girls were 
younger, we could carry them into 
people’s homes much like we did 
when our older two neurotypical 
daughters were babies. Now that 
Rachel and Janneke have grown 
older and deal with more chron-
ic pain, we visit less and entertain 
more in our home. As much as it 
might seem like work, it is much 
simpler and less stressful for us to 
have people come into our home 
than for us to figure out the alterna-
tive. 

I used to think the idea of hos-
pitality was just reserved for those 
times when we would plan ahead 
and invite friends and family to 
our home, but that was before our 
front door started swinging open 

at all hours to welcome others 
to help us with our younger two 
daughters. Throughout the last 12 
years, numerous community sup-
port staff and nurses have come 
into our home to either assess our 
needs or provide care. 
 
OPEN ARMS
Our first nurse was Ruth, and she 
came to our home when our third 
daughter Rachel was six weeks old. 
At that time, I was determined to 
figure out our new normal without 
help, but our social worker wisely 
suggested I “give Ruth a try.” Ruth 
ended up being the best thing that 
could have happened to us in that 
chapter of our life. She was kind 
and loving, opening her arms and 
heart to Rachel – and to Emily and 
Sophia. Miss Ruth quickly became 
a fixture in our home, no longer a 
stranger, and we grieved with her 
family when she passed away in 
November 2012 due to illness. 

When I think about hospitality 
and opening our home, I am re-
minded of the words of Joyce Rees, 
a conference speaker I heard years 
ago; she reminded us hospitality is 
about needs (ours and others) and 

making room – and less about the 
perfect table setting. 

The story of Mary and Joseph and 
their need for room is one that is 
missing a few details. We can’t say 
for sure they were actually shut out 
and sent to a cave or a stable. We do 
know the hospitality of God extends 
to the marginalized and the vul-
nerable; the story of Hagar and the 
woman at the well are evidence. We 
know the hospitality of Christ means 
responding to the needs of others; 
Matthew 25 reminds us to see him 
in others. We also know that God’s 
strength and grace shine through our 
own weaknesses, our own needs. 

I don’t like to think of myself as 
needy; I’d much rather provide help. 
Yet I have learned that accepting the 
needs of Rachel and Janneke has al-
lowed us to experience hospitality 
both in welcoming people into our 
home and into our life. It isn’t al-
ways pretty or easy, but I know we 
have been shaped by those experien-
ces for the better. 

For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith – and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God 
– not by works, so that no one can 
boast (Eph. 2:8-9). 

AN ESTIMATED 235,000 Canadians 
experience homelessness each year, 
roughly 35,000 each night. Last 
month, the federal government 
launched a $40 billion National 
Housing Strategy with a goal of “50 
percent reduction in chronic home-
lessness over the next 10 years.” A 
Huffington Post article states, “It’s 
time to develop solutions that ad-
dress the causes and consequences 
of homelessness as a whole.” While 
bigger picture strategies are at play, 
local efforts in Quebec are making a 
big impact for those in need in their 
downtown neighbourhoods.

People struggling on the streets of 
Sherbrooke, Quebec are getting “an 
extra boost” this year: North Amer-
ica’s first hygiene products vending 
machine for the homeless is now 
available at a downtown Salvation 
Army. The program is spearheaded 
by Sondès Allal of the Community 

DISPENSING HOPE
A vending machine for the homeless in Quebec is the first in North America.

Candice Goodchild

Economic Development Corpo-
ration of Sherbrooke and is sup-
ported by other community mem-
bers. 

The concept of using a vending 
machine to combat homeless-
ness was started by British char-
ity Action Hunger, which was the 
inspiration for Sherbrooke’s pro-
gram. Also launched this year, the 
first-of-its-kind London location 
machine dispenses water, fresh 
fruit, snacks and sandwiches, as 
well as socks, sanitary towels, 
antibacterial lotion, toothbrush 
and toothpaste, and books. Action 
Hunger aims to “address two 
major social and environmental 
issues – homelessness and food 
waste” by using food from redis-
tribution organizations. The Sher-
brooke location machine, called 
the Partage Box (Sharing Box), 
includes items such as shampoo, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap and 
feminine hygiene products. A sec-
ond machine is planned for another 
downtown Sherbrooke location by 
the end of the year. Action Hunger 
also has plans to have their vending 
machine program started in various 
locations in the United States and 
has discussed plans for other loca-
tions worldwide.

SELF-ESTEEM
In its first month, approximately 
30 people accessed the Sherbrooke 
location machine. Four Sherbrooke 
downtown outreach agencies dis-
tribute tokens to allow those in 
need to access the machine’s prod-
ucts free of charge, any time of day. 
The London location machine re-
quires use of a key card which us-
ers can pick up free of charge from 
various service agencies. 

“We want our low-cost solution 

to complement other services that 
are available, as engagement with 
professionals and local support ser-
vices is instrumental to breaking 
the cycle of homelessness,” stat-
ed Action Hunger in an interview 
with The Guardian. While Action 
Hunger and Huzaifah Khaled, the 
creator of Action Hunger’s origin-
al vending machine, emphasize 
this intrinsic engagement with so-
cial service organizations as key 
to their work, the charity has also 
been criticized for “enabling” life 
on the streets.

But according to the Sherbrooke 
provider of the hygiene products, 
Patrick Rahimaly of the Uniprix 
Chemika Mamode pharmacy, “the 
well-being and personal needs of 

Candice Goodchild

Candice is a teacher by trade, 
a hopeful foster mom and an 
at-home momma learning 
to live life to the full in all 
its beautiful adventure and 
mundane chaos.

an individual go beyond having 
something to eat. Health [and] good 
personal hygiene is a starting point 
. . . to promote self-esteem.” In an 
interview with Christian Courier, 
Captain Ricaurte Velasquez of the 
Salvation Army agreed, affirming 
that offering dignity to users is one 
key benefit of the vending machine 
in Sherbrooke: “They don’t feel like 
they are begging; they can choose 
what they would like.” 
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MAGNIFICAT
David T. Koyzis  |  dtkoyzis@gmail.com

David is author of the award-winning Political Visions and Illusions, which is 
due out in a revised edition in April 2019.

Mary told us that she heard a voice,
As she went about her daily chores,
Giving her scant reason to rejoice –
Neighbours like to spread a tale, of course.
Is it true that she responded thus:
“Fiat mihi as your word has said”?
I would surely make more of a fuss:
Couldn’t God have waited till we’d wed?
All the same, she thought it for the best:
Through her seed all people would be blessed.

David T. Koyzis, May 2011 

IT MIGHT BE ARGUABLE, but the 
case could be made that Robert 
H. Schuller of Orange County’s 
Crystal Cathedral stands as the 
most famous Dutch Reformed 
individual in North American his-
tory. At its peak, the Reformed 
Church in America’s Crystal 
Cathedral congregation counted 
10,000 members. “Hour of Pow-
er” appeared in 170 countries – al-
lowing Schuller a level of gravitas 
that earned him audiences with 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Bill Clin-
ton. Moreover, Schuller continues 
to have relevance, even after his 
passing in April 2015. Numerous 
megachurches, including Willow 
Creek (Illinois), Saddleback (Cal-
ifornia) and Lakewood (Texas), 
trace a lineage back to the Crystal 
Cathedral.

Though there are many in-
sights to be gleaned from the 
arc of Schuller’s ministry, I con-
tinue to be struck by the role of 
church polity. Consider: Schull-
er went from a drive-in movie 
theater, collecting less than $90 
in his fi rst offering, to the high-
est profi le ministry in the world 
(getting credit from some for a 
role in the fall of communism) to 
bankruptcy and the forced sale of 
his beloved campus (to the Dio-
cese of Orange) within the space 
of 55 years. Though the “fall of 
the House of Schuller” had nu-
merous antecedents, the minis-
ter’s unwillingness to play by 
normal church polity rules surely 
played a role. In truth, Schuller 
had a volatile relationship with 
the RCA. The scale and profi le of 
Schuller’s ministry outstripped 
anything the denomination had 
experienced before (includ-
ing Schuller’s mentor, Norman 
Vincent Peale’s reign at Marble 
Collegiate in Manhattan) and al-
lowed the pastor a vast leeway. 
When the denomination invited 
an anti-apartheid leader to the 
1985 General Synod hosted at 
the Cathedral, Schuller refused 
– citing the potential offense tak-
en by his broad global television 
audience. The minister’s temerity 
forced the talk to be moved down 
the street to a hotel. 

THE CRYSTAL CATHEDRAL
Mark T. Mulder |  Guest Columnist

Mark is professor of sociology and chair of the Department of Sociology and Social 
Work at Calvin College. His book The Glass Church: Megachurch Strain and the 
Ministry of Robert H. Schuller will be published by Rutgers University Press in 2019.

ACCOUNTABILITY
Though he sometimes found the 
denomination an antagonist, it 
provided safe harbor in the 1980s 
when fellow televangelists em-
broiled themselves in a series of 
sexual and fi nancial scandals. 
Schuller rose above the fray by 
citing his chief distinction: ac-
countability to a denomination. 
On an episode of “Nightline” in 
1987, the Orange County minis-
ter distanced himself from Jimmy 
Swaggart and Jim Bakker: 

“I happen to belong to the oldest 
Protestant denomination with an 
unbroken ministry in the United 
States of America, the Reformed 
Church in America. And I have to 
present a full fi nancial report to the 
denomination and we have been 
in business a long time. I therefore 
am fi nancially accountable, I’m 
morally accountable, I’m theolog-
ically accountable, I’m ethically 
accountable. . . . I’m accountable 
fi rst to church board, and then I’m 
accountable to an international 
board, then I’m accountable to a 
denomination, and if I fall in error, 
I can be de-frocked.”

Thus, at times, Schuller ex-
pressed pride in his RCA affi li-
ation. However, he also bristled 
at polity constraints that limited 
his ability to keep the church in 
family hands. In truth, despite the 
minister’s Southern California 
cosmopolitanism, he still had a 
bit of Iowa farm boy in him. His 
son, Robert Anthony Schuller, 
explained to me that his father as-
sumed he would hand the Cathe-
dral down to his children, just as 
generations of Midwest farmers 
had done with their land, animals 
and implements. To that end, in 
the late 1980s, the elder Schuller 
had the Cathedral congregation 
sell the campus to the “Hour of 
Power” corporation, thereby 
skirting the RCA policy of clas-
sical control of church proper-
ty. Classis California shrugged, 
intimidated by its largest, most 
powerful congregation. 

Though the details are too tan-
gled to recount here, the transi-
tion from father to children foun-
dered at the Cathedral. By 2010, 

the ministry declared bankrupt-
cy. In the wake of the ministry’s 
spectacular collapse and bank-
ruptcy, Schuller found himself 
pushed out by the church’s board. 
In an escalation of hostility, the 
minister eventually sued his for-
mer ministry. 

‘NETWORK CHRISTIANITY’
Just as the Cathedral faded from 
prominence, sociologists of re-
ligion marked the rise of “Inde-
pendent Network Christianity” 
(INC) wherein accountability 
has been replaced by informal 
associations and magnetic per-
sonalities. In fact, the authors 
of The Rise of Network Christi-
anity: How Independent Lead-
ers Are Changing the Religious 
Landscape cite Schuller as a 
“prototype” of the autonomous 
religious leader. In INC, Chris-
tianity has morphed into “a sort 
of multilevel marketing strategy” 
wherein denominational authori-
ty has been replaced by “spiritual 
covering” for those within an in-
formal alliance. At its base, INC 
is about anti-institutionalism.

The signifi cance of INC is that it 
has perhaps even infected denom-
inations that purport strong Pres-
byterian polity: In the Christian 
Reformed Church in North Ameri-
ca, as congregations seek classical 
affi liations that have more to do 
with affi nity than geography, there 
seems to be a disregard for author-
ity structures that mitigate local 
congregations’ worst impulses. 
The case of the Crystal Cathedral 
serves as a reminder of the positive 
guardrails offered by submission 
to authority and robust institutional 
responsibility. 

Schuller’s Crystal Cathedral.
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5 MILLION CHILDREN ARE HUNGRY, 
YOU CAN CHANGE THAT.

®

ADRA Canada is a registered Canadian charity 13205 6813 RR0001.

For over three years, a brutal civil war has engulfed Yemen. With 2 million 
homeless and 14 million starving, the impact on children is horrific.  
Hyperinflation, lack of food, destroyed health clinics, and a desert climate  
prevents parents from being able to nurture and care for their children.

There is hope. This Christmas ADRA Canada is delivering food, water, and 
God’s love to thousands of hungry families. Your help is needed right now! A 
gift of $40 feeds a mother and child for a month. And until December 31, 2018, 
your donation will be matched four times by our partners. 

YOUR DONATION OF $40 IS NOW WORTH $160
Donate Today
www.ADRA.Ca/FoodForYemen
1-888-274-2372

Donate any of the following items to the Gerry  
Segger Heritage Collection on Dutch-Canadian  
immigration at The King's University.

 ▶ Diaries, letters, and journals
 ▶ Immigration paperwork
 ▶ Tickets and boarding passes
 ▶ Government promotions
 ▶ Church promotional materials
 ▶ Personal stories
 ▶ Church newsletters, etc.

For details, call Bonita at 780.465.3500 ext. 8054  
or email heritagecollection@kingsu.ca

GERRY SEGGER 
HERITAGE COLLECTION
KINGSU.CA/LIBRARY
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THERE’S A LAURIER STUDENT I KNOW who spends his Sunday mornings at 
a small Anglican Church in Waterloo. I think this is a rather remarkable 
thing, given how much effort other churches make to get students to come 
their way on Sunday. The market is absolutely saturated with student-out-
reach initiatives: there’s a bunch of store-front church plants nearby; the 
big exurban non-denom churches send in their busses each Sunday to 
pluck souls from a foreordained spot on campus; and down University 
Ave is an eye-wateringly hip student-dominated church, with a fog ma-
chine and everything. (Another student I know joked recently that when 
churches start adding essential oils to the fog machine, we’ll fi nally have 
come full-circle on the incense thing. “Let our prayers rise as dōTERRA” 
doesn’t have the same liturgical ring to it, however).

IN PRAISE OF DYING CHURCHES
Brian Bork  |  reviews@christiancourier.ca

Brian is CC’s Review Editor and a CRC chaplain at the University of Waterloo and 
Wilfrid Laurier University.

My Anglican friend doesn’t wor-
ship at this church because he grew 
up Anglican. In fact, he didn’t real-
ly grow up anything, in terms of re-
ligious affi liation. He converted to 
Christianity late in high school, and 
after a brief fl irtation with Rome, 
decided on Canterbury and its local 
affi liates as his spiritual home. This 
isn’t your typical story of a young 
person coming to faith, and I love 
it for that reason (among numerous 
others). All the trappings we think 
need to be present get a young 
person on friendly terms with Je-
sus aren’t at his church on Sunday 
mornings. There’s no band playing 
Hillsong and its derivatives, no 
TED-quality sermon, no critical 
mass of earnest young people. 

OTHER LESSONS
There are a bunch of old people, 
though. In fact, that’s about all there 
is. This student and his girlfriend 
are the youngest by at least a de-
cade, and maybe more. The parish 
is dying, in part because its people 
are dying. But a dying parish need 

not be lifeless. This student tells 
me how much he enjoys the parish 
book club, how he looks forward 
to gathering regularly for rich book 
discussion and an even richer glass 
of port. Most folks in the club are in 
their ninth decade of life. 

The last time he went, he’d 
hoped to connect with Woody, one 
of the oldest members of the club. 
Woody’s seat was empty though, 
because Woody had recently found 
his way to the Everlasting Arms (I 
know: that’d be a great name for 
pub next door to an Anglican par-
ish, but that’s not what I mean here). 
“Woody’s on another plane of exis-
tence,” said the host with a glint in 
his eye. My young friend remarked 
to me of the equanimity in the room 
as Woody was remembered. These 
were folks increasingly acquainted 
with mortality, yet they didn’t seem 
consumed by fear.

We often take a negative lesson 
from dying churches. A “here’s 
what not to do if you want your 
church to continue to thrive.” Those 
are valuable lessons, but I wonder if 
dying churches have other things to 
teach us, too.

So many of our efforts to tweak, 

renovate and re-articulate church 
come from a genuine desire to ap-
peal to those souls that are adrift 
from their creator. But I suspect 
that rumbling down in the lower 
frequencies, there’s also the worry 
that if we don’t constantly update 
things, we’re going to die. And so 
protestant ecclesiology becomes 
an anxious scramble, susceptible to 
trends, anti-institutional, compet-
itive and under immense pressure 
to always do something new to 
attract folks in the dwindling mar-
ketplace. Maybe we could stand to 
learn something about how to face 
mortality with sorrow, yes, but also 
with poise and thanksgiving, too, 
provided our constant innovation 
doesn’t chase off the very people 
who could teach us that.

My young friend from Laurier 
went to worship at his dying An-
glican parish one September Sun-
day, after being away for most of 
the summer. At the entrance to 
the sanctuary, he was greeted by 
an elderly member of the parish 
who, with a gruff tremolo in his 
voice, said “welcome to the land 
of the living,” and doddered off 
to his pew. 

WE ALL KNOW THE WORLD is chang-
ing – fast. In my lifetime we’ve gone 
from computers the size of an offi ce 
building with barely the brainpower 
of a pocket calculator – to phones 
containing all the world’s knowledge, 
plus a camera plus a music player. 

Because so much around us is 
moving, the information we learn 
gets outdated really fast. In fact, ac-
cording to the World Economic Fo-
rum, if you learn a skill today, that 
skill is out of date within three years. 

Think about what that means for 
education, for a moment. 

It means that if you learn some-
thing in the fi rst year of a four-year 
university degree, it’s outdated be-
fore you graduate. It also means 
that a third of the skills that you 
will need to do your job in the year 
2020, you will need to learn be-
tween now and then.

That has two pretty big implica-
tions for the way we educate kids. 

WHY ‘BACK TO BASICS’ IS A REALLY BAD IDEA 

Lloyd Rang |  lloyd@lloydrang.com

Lloyd works in communications and is a member of Rehoboth 
CRC in Bowmanville.

First, it means that we need to 
fi nd better ways of skilling peo-
ple up more quickly. And second, 
it means that we all have to be 
committed to learning for our 
whole lives. 

It’s not enough to get a four-year 
degree and coast on that knowl-
edge for your career. The world 
doesn’t work like that anymore. 

THE ‘FOURTH REVOLUTION’
New technologies like quantum 
science, cybersecurity, the inter-
net of things, big data, nanotech-
nology, additive manufacturing, 
and autonomous and connected 
systems are moving our world 
into a new age of intelligence. 

Klaus Schwab, the CEO of the 
World Economic Forum, calls 
this new age the “fourth indus-
trial revolution,” which he says 
is “characterized by a fusion of 
technologies that is blurring the 

lines between the physical, digital 
and biological spheres.”

That’s a fancy way of saying 
that everything is changing. 

If your dad had a job building 
cars on a GM assembly line, your 
manufacturing job will look noth-
ing like his. If your parents had a 
farm when you were growing up, 
your farm will look nothing like 
theirs. 

And the school your kid goes 
to will look nothing like the one 
you attended. 

Today’s classrooms are ad-
ministered by powerful Learning 
Management Systems (or LM-
Ses, for short) that track individ-
ual student performance, create 
customized assessment tools and 
help deliver learning right to a 
student’s phone. And an LMS can 
also use Artifi cial Intelligence to 

predict what kind of learning will 
work best for students. If a student 
learns by gaming, the system uses 
gaming to teach the student. If the 
student learns best through read-
ing, the system uses reading as-
signments. 

Computing power has become 
so advanced that even in a large 
classroom of 20 to 30 students, 
teachers have the ability to cre-
ate highly individualized learning 
plans for each student. 

Which is good. Because it is 
necessary. 

About 60 percent of all jobs 
are made up of activities that can 
be automated. In other words, not 
only do skills expire quickly, ma-
chines take away many of the tasks 
are part of our everyday work, now. 

Change is happening exponen-
tially. 

Technology is radically altering 
the way and speed at which we 
work. The Fourth Industrial Revo-
lution is changing every interaction 
and behavior in the workforce. 

Which is why, when you hear 
politicians saying things like “we 
need to get back to basics,” you 
should be very, very afraid. 

Because basic math, or science, 
or language skills aren’t what we 
need. That’s barely the ground 
fl oor in the world of the Fourth In-
dustrial Revolution. 

What we need are learners and 
thinkers. People who are quick, 
highly adaptable and prepared to 
continue learning over the long haul. 

In China right now, Artifi cial 
Intelligence is a mandated part of 
the curriculum from junior kinder-
garten to university – because they 
know where the world is headed. 

The last thing Canadian kids 
need is a return to long rows of 
desks with kids looking at black-
boards and reciting conjugated 
French verbs like we’re living in 
Little House on the Prairie. 

We don’t need to go back to ba-
sics – we need to push forward, 
and fast. 

Or our kids are going to get left 
behind. 
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HCH Here to Care.

2019 is a special year 
for us as it marks the 50th 
anniversary of Holland Christian 
Homes in Brampton, Ontario. 

We’ve been richly blessed and 
are extremely thankful for God’s 
faithfulness and guidance 
as our organization and facilities 
have grown and continue to evolve. 

We are currently rebuilding and 
expanding Faith Manor–our 
nursing home facility, making it 
a leading care centre for our 
Seniors and a flagship healthcare 
facility at our Brampton site.

…WATCH US in 2019

www.hch.ca

905.459.3333

Special 
    Blessings
Special 
    Blessings

HCH Here Here to Care.Care.

…WATCH US 
        in 2019

…for the New Year.…for the New Year.

PRAISE TO YOU, O LIVING WORD,
for you give the gift of our world. 
You are the creating one through 
whom ancient Laurentian mountains 
have their craggy existence. By your 
imaginative power, forests of black 
spruce, larch and balsam grow along 
ridges of granite and gneiss. By your 
gracious creativity, lynx and por-

A PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS
Roland De Vries |  rdevries@pcmtl.ca

Roland teaches at The Presbyterian College, Montreal. He likes to explore culture and play with words.

cupine make their fl eet-footed or 
lumbering way through habitats 
long called home. “All, at a Word, 
has become this almost over-
whelming loveliness” (Margaret 
Avison).

Praise to you, O living Word, 
who has been born, like us, in 
a rush of blood and water – vul-

nerable, with your mother, in your 
passage into this world. The love 
displayed in your birth is an accom-
panying love that risks pain and loss 
and cold and homelessness, even as 
you are warmly received into the 
arms of Mary. This young woman 
who has borne God, leads you into 
a beautiful and fearful world, teach-
ing you the prayers of your people 
along the way. You have learned 
from her; you are yourself with 
her and the people to whom she 
belongs. You fi nd yourself, and are 
yourself, in relation to the God who 
makes covenant with this people.

Praise to you, O living Word, for 
you are the showing forth of God’s 
glory. In your speaking, the magnifi -
cence of God is heard. In your face, 
the beauty of God is seen. In your 
living, the grandeur of God is made 
apparent. We had always expected 
God’s glory to be otherworldly, al-
most unimaginable, yet here you are 
in time and space. God’s grandeur 

in a bawling baby. Glory to God in 
the highest; Glory to God in an un-
remarkable Lord alongside us.

 Praise to you, O living Word, 
by whom we have our lives within 
temporal rhythms. In the recur-
rence of seasons and celebrations 
your persistent faithfulness is on 
display. When the nativity set is 
pulled again from shelf and stor-
age, and when angel, shepherd 
and manger are lifted again from 
crumpled paper, your constancy 
is embodied. When we are carried 
for a few moments by otherworld-
ly melody and lyrics, “I wonder as 
I wander, out under the sky,” your 
love meets us in the duration of 
soundwaves – your grace encoun-
ters us in the time of voices and 
instruments building, sustaining 
and fading.

Praise to you, O living Word, 
wisdom of God revealed in human 
life. In the simplicity of coins lost, 
of seeds planted, of treasures buried, 
of a child wandering, you bring the 
wisdom of God to our hearts and 
minds. In your teaching and serving 
and living and dying is revealed a 
wisdom that sets everything at odd 
angles – your wisdom is more like 
modern art that confounds us than 
like the comforting pastoral scenes 

to which we are drawn. You dis-
play and embody a wisdom that is 
decidedly not our wisdom. Veni, O 
Sapientia. Come to us, O wisdom 
of God.

Praise to you, O living Word, 
for you are the light of the world; 
the light that shines in the dark-
ness. Sometimes you are the 
warm, luminous light of a candle 
that comforts and reassures – a 
Christmas candle touching our 
hearts with peace. Sometimes 
you are a cold, luminescent light 
that starkly reveals the truth of 
our world. As we joyfully cele-
brate your coming, may we have 
courage to step into your lumin-
escence, to discover the ways 
our celebrations miss the mark 
of your grace. Reveal to us our 
failure to seek reconciliation, our 
preoccupation with self, and our 
forgetfulness of others. Be to us 
the light of life, that we might 
share your life with others.

All praise to you, O living 
Word, O Gracious and loving 
Christ, in this season of Christ-
mas and always. We pray by the 
grace of the Spirit, who with you 
and the Father is together wor-
shipped and glorifi ed, now and 
always. Amen. 
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by Charles Pallaghy PhD

NEW CHRISTIAN

Retired Senior Lecturer in Biology

WWW.CREATION6000.COM 

WWW.CREATION6000.NET.AU

• New insights
• Fresh approaches

• For Christian unity
• No costs, self funded

WEBSITES

©lurii@Depositphotos

Pauline Schuringa
paulineschuringa@gmail.com

George Kloet
george@georgekloet.com

Pauline Schuringa
paulineschuringa@gmail.com

George Kloet
george@georgekloet.com

Pauline Schuringa
paulineschuringa@gmail.com

George Kloet
george@georgekloet.com

Re/Max Realty Enterprises Inc., Brokerage
1697 Lakeshore Road West, Mississauga, ON L5J 1J4 905.855.2200

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME Inc.
287 STATION ST., SMITHVILLE, ONT.  L0R 2A0

Tel. 905-957-7031 • FAX 905-957-1371
1-800-461-9498

E-mail: merrittfuneralhome@sympatico.ca
www.merritt-fh.com

Serving families for four generations since 1921

Thomas C. Merritt
Managing Funeral Directorector

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  126 Niagara Street
   St. Catharines ON  L2R 4L4
On Site Parking – Side Door Entrance 
 Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

905-688-9352
Albert J Bakker 

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
     1 Keefer Road

  St. Catharines ON  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen  5529 Regional Rd. #81

 Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church St.  St. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

hulseandenglish.com
 Holly Rousseau - Managing Director

Serving the community over150 years

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / 
CHOCOLATE / TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St., St. Catharines ON L2N 4N8
Fax: 905-934-3344      905-934-6454

ramakersimports@bellnet.ca
ramakersimports.com

GARY VAN EYK CPA,CMA 
  Chartered Professional Accountant
  Accounting - Tax - Financial Consulting

201- 50 Lakeport Rd.,
           St. Catharines ON L2N 4P7

 Ph: 905-646-7331     Fax: 905-646-0951

E-mail: gary@garyvaneyk.ca

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
 Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

           meesterinsurance.com

The business directory ads are 2.4068 by 1.6708 inches - can that be 
simplified? 
Will send individually and also greyscale ones in proper .pdfs when I 
know these are ok.  
They are currently for the second issue of the month but can put 4 in one 
issue and 4 in another or so when there are two issues in the month.
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ADVERTISING & CLASSIFIEDS

For information and to submit an ad, 
email ads@christiancourier.ca  or 
visit christiancourier.ca.  
Next issue dates: Jan 14, 28 
                             Feb 11, 25
Note: Events, job postings and 
family announcements are posted 
on our website.

JOB OPENINGS

Classifieds

ANNIVERSARIES

“I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, 
for their own good and the good of their children after them” (Jer. 32:39)

With thankfulness to the Lord, we joyfully announce the 50th wedding 
anniversary of our Dad & Mom, Opa & Oma and great-Opa & Oma, Joe 
and Ann Van Tuyl.
We thank God for His guidance and care. May He continue to bless and 
keep you for many more years. 
With love and congratulations from your children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren:

Joanne & Jim Schreuders – Fullerton, ON
       Derek & Danielle Schreuders (Chloe & Parker)
       Desiree & Joey Trussell (Andrew & Eva)
       Nico & Jodi Schreuders (Allie & Graham)
       Nate & Jess Schreuders
       Vicky, Chrissy, Elly, Melissa, Calvin, Joshua Schreuders
Monica & Chris Zantingh – Dunnville, ON
       Luke, Joe, Jake, Kurt, Maddie Zantingh
James & Jane Van Tuyl (Snip) – Wellandport, ON
       Isaac, Ethan, Seth, Jayden Van Tuyl

Home Address: 738 Lincoln Street, P.O.Box 8
Wellandport ON  L0R 2J0

VAN TUYL,  Joe & Ann (Hartman)

VACATION
HOLIDAY 
ACCOMMODATION  
IN HOLLAND 
with vehicle rentals and 
tours. chestnutlane.nl

SUPPORT WORKERS  
& COUNSELLORS 
L.I.F.E. Recovery is 
hiring! Call for Ad-
dictions’ Support 
Workers &  Addic-
tion Counsellors. Dual Ministry: 
Bring Jesus’ hope/healing to a 
women’s-only residential recovery 
care program. 
See complete job description & 
organizational information: life-
recovery.ca. Email statement of 
faith/ resume/ cover-letter to: ad-
min@liferecovery.ca 

TIGCHELAAR, David & Joanne (Vriend) 
Happy 50th anniversary! 

It is with great gratitude for God’s love and faithfulness that we cel-
ebrate on the 28th of December, 2018, the 50th anniversary of David 
and Joanne Tigchelaar. Celebrate with us 50 years of commitment, 
love, and service. 
Love, Tim, Sandy, Joy, Katelyn, Ryan Tigchelaar 

David, Sheryl, Emily, Jonathan Tigchelaar 
Monique, Paul, Noah, Aaliyah, Zoe Verhoef 
Cherie, Ben, Evie, Jackson, Zara Katt.

Maranatha Homes, located in south Burlington near many 
amenities, is a place where Christian seniors can enjoy independent 
living in community with others.
• Reasonable rent rates at $850/ month  • Newly renovated units  
• Award winning architectural design • No condo fees or utility bills
• Well maintained building and grounds  

All this and more make Maranatha Homes an attractive, affordable 
accommodation for seniors.
For further information contact: Rosanne van der Woerd,   

109-3260 New St. Burlington ON L7N 3L4
905-681-0311 Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com

            Maranatha Homes
Living independently in Christian community.

REV. DIRK MIEDEMA RETIRES  
Aylmer Christian Reformed Church 
ON Canada congratulates Rev. Dirk 
Miedema, together with his wife 
Grace, as they celebrate his retire-
ment from congregational ministry. 
We thank God for more than seven 
years of faithful ministry with us, 
and for a total of 37 years serving 
congregations in Dresden, Acton, 
Clinton, Ingersoll, Woodstock Ma-
ranatha, and Aylmer in addition to 
classis and denominational service.  
You are welcome to join us for 
Rev. Miedema’s farewell worship 
service on Sunday January 27, 
2019 DV at 10:00 a.m. at Aylmer 
CRC, 110 Caverly Rd. 

All friends are also invited to join us for an evening of celebration on 
Friday, February 1, 2019 DV at 7:00 p.m. at Immanuel Christian School 
(75 Caverly Rd., Aylmer ON).    
For more information, or to RSVP, contact the church office Administrator 
at aylmercrc@amtelecom.net or 519-773-3025.

RETIREMENT

LEAD PASTOR 
The First Christian Reformed 
Church of Owen Sound, Ontario, 
is seeking a Lead Pastor to lead us 
into the next stage of our Christian 
ministry.  
We are a very unified, friendly fel-
lowship of around 230 members, 
located on the spectacular southern 
shores of Georgian Bay.  
We are blessed with committed 
members who wish to continue to 
be challenged to live out the Chris-
tian message throughout their lives. 
We have several terrific praise 
teams, a growing congregation and 
a thriving Christian School. 
We seek a pastor with a passion 
for the preached word who will 
also have the skill set to encourage 
growth from within and without. 
If this interests you, please contact 
Bruce DeBoer at search@owen-
soundcrc.com and look up our 
church profile at owensoundcrc.
com.

PASTOR OF EDUCATION 
Fellowship CRC in Brighton, ON 
is seeking a full time Pastor of Edu-
cation to lead the educational min-
istries of our church with a special 
focus on the younger generation. 
Please visit brightoncrc.org for 
more information.  

New to CC?
Subscribe today and  

receive $10 off - that’s 
20 issues to your  
mailbox for $55!

Three easy ways  
to subscibe:

christiancourier.ca 
1-800-275-9185 

subs@christiancourier.ca

Still undecided? 
Contact us and request 

a FREE 3-issue trial.
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WE’RE COMING TO THE END OF 
a good year for Christian Cour-
ier. God continues to send just 
the right people and intriguing 
story ideas in my direction at all 
the right times. Our new format 
has helped to align CC’s excel-
lent content with its design. I’m 
grateful to do this job alongside 
a talented staff and wise Contrib-
uting Editors, along with former 
editors who pop in now and then 
with advice or articles. Energy 
was high at a recent editors meet-
ing as we discussed the topics we 
want to cover in 2019. 

The life cycle of each CC arti-
cle could be a story in itself. It’s 
less scientific-process and more 

Holy-Spirit-driven, at least in my 
experience. I began discussing 
the bones of one article in our re-
cent Nov. 26 issue with its auth-
or over a year ago. Other stories 
crop up overnight, from a phone 
call, a conversation, a quote, a 
statistic, a question. Another arti-
cle from that issue was just trans-
lated into Dutch by a reader and 
reprinted in the Netherlands! I 
love hearing from you about the 
stories that moved you, or the 
column you shared with a neigh-
bour. Even after we’ve finished 
writing them, some CC stories 
seem to pick up steam and get a 
life of their own.  

– Angela Reitsma Bick

News

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E S  I N  2 0 1 8
B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

The number of original news 
articles, columns, features 

and reviews published 
by CC each year.

new staff members hired by 
CC this year, not including the 

current opening for 
a new Operations & 

Circulation Manager. 

The average number of words 
in one issue of Christian Courier, 
down from over 20,000 words 

per issue before our 2018 
redesign. 

 publishing independent, 
Christian journalism, 
thanks to your support. 

420

4

15,400

73 years

We get the most letters about . . . 
columnists Bob Bruinsma & Lloyd Rang.

Emails to the Editor 
are roughly 80 

percent from men. 

Funniest typo caught by our copy-editors: 
“#PreserveThis: the idea was to illicit stories and 
photos that show how our CC readers make use of 
God’s good creation in their daily lives.” 
Can you spot the mistake?

Most read articles on Facebook: 
“Christian Ed Grads” by Brandy Harrison 
“Resonate’s Peterson Wang’ombe works for social 
and spiritual renewal in Kenya,” by Jim Dekker.

Top 5 most popular articles online: 
“The Corpus of James K. A. Smith: Worldview 
Made Flesh” by Peter Schuurman 
“The Hillsong Worship Industry” by Peter 
Schuurman 
“Delighted, if a Little Bit Surprised” by Josh 
Harris 
“It’s Time to Think About a Canadian CRC” 
by Lloyd Rang 
“The Gift of Self” by Cathy Smith. 

(L to R) Peter Schuurman, Sean Schat, Brian Bork, Angela Reitsma Bick, 
Amy MacLachlan and Jennifer Neutel make plans for 2019.




