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Al Wolters

This year is the sesquicentennial 
of Canada, which means that it is 
now 150 years since Confedera-
tion, when Canada first became 
an independent country. Confed-
eration was the culmination of a 
drawn-out political process which 
finally ended with the passing of 
the British North America Act by 
the British Parliament in 1867. 
For the final stages of the drama 
a number of leading Canadian 

politicians travelled to London to 
negotiate the final details. Among 
other things, the Canadian del-
egates in London debated with 
their colonial overlords whether 
the new nation which they were 
designing should be called the 
kingdom of Canada, or the repub-
lic of Canada, or something else. 

One of the participants was 
Sir Samuel Leonard Tilley, who 
was the premier of New Bruns-
wick at the time. Like many of the 
other delegates in London he was 

a devout Christian, who reput-
edly began every day with Bible 
reading and prayer. One morning 
during his morning devotions in 
London he read Psalm 72, and he 
was struck by verse 8, which in 
the old King James Version reads 
“He shall have dominion from 
sea to sea, and from the river to 
the ends of the earth.” Later that 
day, as the delegates were debat-
ing the relative merits of kingdom 
or republic or something else to 

Canada and Christ’s dominion 
from sea to sea

The church without walls: 
Sea to Sea cyclists testify to a different way of living

Monica deRegt

On June 26, 135 cyclists will begin 
a nine-week journey across Canada. 

“To me, this is an ideal time. 
This is the church without walls. 
If the government or anyone else 
were to ask, ‘What are you doing 
to celebrate Canada’s 150th?’ we 
can share what we are doing and 
why,” Peter Slofstra explained. “It 
allows us to testify to a different 
way of living that moves from 
inwardly-focused living to putting 
others first. It is the Christian Re-
formed Church (CRC) impacting 

Bert and Diane Slofstra

Peter and Marja Slofstra
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a whole nation, inspiring people towards 
good.”

Brothers Peter and Bert Slofstra, both re-
cently retired ministers in the Christian Re-
formed Church, together with their wives, 
Marja and Diane, will be joining this sum-
mer’s ride. They are cycling to end poverty 
by raising funds and awareness for World 
Renew and Partners Worldwide. The tour 
begins in White Rock, B.C. and will finish 

in Halifax, N.S. on August 31. The first 
Sea to Sea tour 12 years ago was planned 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
Christian Reformed Church in Canada and 
raised funds for the purpose of ending pov-
erty. Since then the Sea to Sea tours have 
raised more than $5.5 million to support 
over 100 organizations focused on ending 
poverty both locally and globally. 

This will not be the first time participating 
in the Sea to Sea for either of the couples. 
Peter and Marja were involved from the be-
ginning of the very first tour in 2005 ‒ Peter 
as part of the visionary team that dreamed 
up the idea as well as serving as a chaplain 
during the ride, and the two of them cycling 
together on a tandem bike! Peter was also 
one of the authors of the devotional Pumped 
that was read by the wider CRC community 
and supporters of the ride as a way to follow 
along the journey of the cyclists. Bert and 
Diane joined the next ride in 2008, which 
took them through the U.S. from Seattle 
to Jersey City, with a brief detour through 
Canada. Bert was one of the cyclists and 
Diane worked on the kitchen crew, cooking 
for up to 200 people every day. 

Good inspiration
When asked about their reasons for joining 
the ride originally, and again this year, their 
answers were similar – passion for adventure 
and for the cause of World Renew. For Peter 
and Marja, who retired last June after 40 
years in ministry and now divide their time 
between Kitchener and Orillia, Ontario, they 
felt called to be part of the team because it 
represents what they feel the CRC should 
be about. Although they struggled with the 
decision to join again this year due to con-
cerns about their age and safety, after much 
prayer they felt peace and are now excited 
to take part, once again deciding to ride their 
tandem bicycle, “Big Blue.” Peter will also 
be serving as tour chaplain again.

Bert and Diane, of Gateway CRC in Ab-
botsford, B.C., will be retiring from ministry 
on June 18. While their first experience par-
ticipating in Sea to Sea nine years ago was 
part of a sabbatical, this tour will be ushering 
them into a new stage of life.

“The tour begins one week following our 
retirement from full time ministry, and we 
see it also as a good way to begin disengage-
ment from a community where we’ve lived 
and served for 27 years,” Bert told Christian 
Courier.  

Living simply and 1 Cor. 9
Both couples said that they are thrilled to 
do the 2017 ride together, and that their 
first tours created many great memories and 
taught them some important lessons too. 

“The tour didn’t only impact others; it 
impacted the cyclists too,” Peter and Marja 
explained, saying that after nine weeks on 
the road, they learned to appreciate the bless-
ings of their home and were inspired to live 
more simply. They saw evidence that the 
tour opened people’s eyes to a new lifestyle.

Bert and Diane agreed. In addition to 
learning a lot about small town America, 
as their route was mostly through regional 
roads, they learned that there was a lot of 
poverty within the U.S. 

“The main thing we learned about our-
selves was how little ‘stuff’ we really needed 
to live. We were only allowed two baskets 
each to store our stuff in the gear truck, and 
discovered that what we actually ended up us-
ing would have fit into one basket,” Bert said. 

What do they think about during long 
hours on the road? Each person said that his 
or her focus is immediate – being aware of 
their surroundings and the need for safety, 
with lots of time to pray. Reflecting on the 
powerful metaphor of running the race in 1 
Corinthians 9, Bert said:

“Aside from the obvious truths of the 
need for training and for perseverance, both 
in the Christian life and in an event such as 
Sea to Sea – which is a unique expression 
of the Christian life alongside many others 
– is that we never run alone. Jesus runs, or 
cycles, or walks, or rides – you name the 
metaphor – right alongside of us. You do a 
lot of praying while you cycle, for strength 
and endurance, and for protection on busy 
roads and in cities.”

Looking back, looking forward
Both Peter and Bert have seen a lot of 
changes in the denomination over their com-
bined years of ministry in the CRC, some 
of them negative, but also a lot of positive 
developments.

“The Sea to Sea was a positive thing,” 
Peter enthused. “To see the church reaching 
out, being missional, becoming more visible. 
This was wonderful!”

Other changes they noted include a loss 
of loyalty to the denomination and ministry 
shares, a blurring of distinctive theologi-
cal lines, less resistance to change and an 
increase in diversity.

“At the time I [Bert] graduated there was a 
lot less diversity within churches and almost 
no diversity among churches. Our diversity 
within churches – in terms of nationality, 
ethnicity and race – has increased dramati-
cally, for which we thank God. Our diversity 

among churches has also increased dramati-
cally; where once you could go to most any 
CRC in North America on a Sunday and find 
your own church’s liturgy followed almost 
“to a ‘T’,” the range of liturgical expression 
and style of worship is [now] all over the 
board, so to speak. That, too, speaks to the 
diversity within the church, and is a gift of 
God. The diversity of the church, after all, 
reflects the multi-faceted character of the 
God we worship.”

Peter echoed this sentiment, saying he 
regrets that our denomination has not always 
responded to change in a positive manner or 
a timely manner. 

“People have left because of this. Other 
churches have learned to embrace things 
like changing leadership styles, changing 
worship styles, changing communities,” 
Peter explained. “I love it when the church 
becomes more inclusive, diverse, having 
a culture of grace. Yet we’ve seen a lot of 
resistance to this.”

As they look ahead to their immediate 
future and this adventure, both Peter and 
Marja and Bert and Diane also express their 
prayers and dreams for the CRC in 2017 
and beyond. 

“My prayer is that our church would be a 
church about which people would say ‘here 
is a church that is loving God and loving 
neighbour in such a way that I might just 
give Jesus a chance, or another chance,’” 
Peter said. “That we would be a church that 
is gracious, not judgmental, a church that 
makes room for each other and celebrates 
our differences.” 

Adding that although we cannot help but 
be influenced by the culture in which we 
live, Bert’s prayer is that “we do not allow 
our Christian witness and life to be shaped 
by the culture in which we live, but work in-
stead – armed with the grace and love we have 
received in Christ Jesus – to transform our cul-

ture for the Lord.” 

Monica deRegt is the 
Features Editor for 
Christian Courier. For 
more information on Sea 
to Sea visit seatosea.org.

News 

The church without walls continued

Sea to Sea cyclists reach the Atlantic Ocean at the tour's end in 2013.

A CRC Navajo group in New Mexico hands 
out water in 2013.

The shortest and tallest cyclists on that tour.

Cake prepared by a church in Cornwall.
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News

describe Canada, he suggested that “dominion” might be a 
good word, referring to this text in Psalm 72. The new united 
country was to be under God, and moreover before long it 
was to stretch literally from sea to sea, from the Atlantic 

to the Pacific, so that it would 
be appropriate for it to be called 
“the dominion of Canada.” The 
other delegates agreed, as did the 
British Prime Minister and Queen 
Victoria, and so “dominion” be-
came the official designation of 
Canada. That is also why our July 
1 national holiday, which we now 
call Canada Day, was called Do-
minion Day until 1982.

To the ends of the earth
However, the text which Tilley quoted is not just a text that 
has the word “dominion” in it, and which happens to refer 
to two seas. It occurs in quite a special psalm. 

Psalm 72 is written by King Solomon, and is about the 
ideal king. It begins like this:

“Endow the king with your justice, O God, 
    The royal son with your righteousness. 
He will judge your people in righteousness, 
    your afflicted ones with justice.”

This seems to describe a human king, someone like 
David or Solomon, but without their character flaws. What 
is being described is an ideal king. This is confirmed by 
verse 4, which reads as follows:

“He will defend the afflicted among the people,
    and save the children of the needy.”

But as we read further in the psalm, we begin to realize 
that this is not just a human king that is being described. 
The next verse reads as follows:

“He will endure as long as the sun,
    as long as the moon, through all generations.” 

That cannot apply to a merely human king. Nor can it be 
a merely human who is described in the verse which follows:

“May the king’s rule be refreshing like spring rain     
         on freshly cut grass, 
    like showers that water the earth.
May all the godly flourish during his reign. 
May there be abundant prosperity until the moon 
          is no more.”

It is at this point that we come to the verse that Sir 
Samuel Leonard Tilley read in London in 1867: 

“He shall have dominion from sea to sea, 
    and from the river to the ends of the earth.” 

In the context of ancient Israel that meant that the ideal 
king’s sovereignty would be world-wide, from ocean at one 
end of the world to the ocean at the other end.

Clearly, the ideal future king that is here described, with 

his universal sovereignty, is not a human king like David 
or Solomon, but a superhuman king whose sovereignty is 
as wide as that of God himself. What is being described is 
the future messianic king of Old Testament expectation.

Accordingly, it has been understood for a long time – 
already by the Jews in Old Testament times, that Psalm 72 
is about the coming King Messiah, and Christians have 
always understood it to be fulfilled in Jesus Christ. As a 
matter of fact the well-known hymn “Christ shall have 
dominion, over land and sea” is really a versification of 
Psalm 72. Jesus Christ is the one who will have dominion 
from sea to sea. That was clearly understood by Sir Samuel 
Tilley and the other Fathers of Confederation in 1864. 
Canada was to be a Christian nation.

Further Biblical connections
But there’s more 
to the story. When 
Canada was to 
have its own coat 
of arms in 1921 
it was decided to 
pick up on this 
reference to “do-
minion from sea to 
sea” from Psalm 
72. In the official 
Canad ian  coa t 
of arms we have 
the Latin words 
a  m a r i  u s q u e 
ad mare, which 
means “from sea 
to sea,” and is a 

direct quote from Psalm 72. So wherever you see the Ca-
nadian coat of arms, for example in your passport or on 
other official government documents, you have before your 
eyes a reminder of the Christian origins of our country.

(Incidentally, just as an aside, if you look closely at 
some versions of the Canadian coat of arms you will 
notice that it has another Latin phrase as well, namely 
desiderantes meliorem patriam, which means “longing 
for a better country,” which is another biblical allusion, 
namely Hebrews 11:6.)

But there’s even more to the story. When Canada ad-
opted its own flag in 1965, the originally proposed design, 
which was favoured by Prime Minister Lester Pearson, had 
two blue bars on the right and left edges representing the 
Atlantic and the Pacific. This was explicitly designed to 
allude to the extent of Canada “from sea to sea.” Although 
the final design changed the colour from blue to red, the 
bars on either side of the flag still remind us of this con-
nection with the phrase “he shall have dominion from sea 
to sea” from Psalm 72. Throughout Canadian history, it 
seems, there has been an intimate connection between this 
biblical phrase and our country.

There has been a move afoot in recent years to change the 
Canadian national motto from the original “from sea to sea” 
to a more inclusive “from sea to sea to sea,” to highlight the 
fact that Canada is bounded on the north by the Arctic sea. 
This has not yet been officially adopted, and I personally 
hope it doesn’t happen, because it would 
obscure the significant connection of that 
motto with Psalm 72. 

Al Wolters is professor emeritus of Bible 
and Greek at Redeemer University College.

Celebrating 150 years of Canada, Bible League Canada produced One 
Dominion – a full-colour gift book released this month and available 
for purchase at bibleleague.ca/onedominion. As a Christian Courier 
reader, you have the chance to win a free copy!

To enter, simply email jennifer@christiancourier.ca 
with the subject line: book contest by June 28, 2017. A 
winner will be randomly selected and notified via email 
on June 29. Good luck!

Be sure you’ve liked CC’s Facebook page (Facebook.
com/ChrCourier) and have subscribed to our free newslet-
ter list for more chances to win!

Book Contest: Win One Dominion VERSTRAETE TRAVEL 
     & CRUISES

           2 locations to serve you:
  St.Catharines – 36 Secord Drive
               Manager: Ria Lishman

            Tel 905 934 4414 or 1 800 405 6088
  Aurora – 14845 Yonge St. Ste 300
           Manager: Anne Winter
           Tel 416 969 8100 or 1 800 565 9267

Visit www.verstraetetravel.com

Christ’s dominion from sea to sea continued

Sir Samuel Leonard Tilley
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Arie Van Eek

Canada invited us to come over. Canadian 
sons and daughters helped to set us free in 
Europe; then this country ended up asking 
us to make up their loss. The terms were 

generous: a job, a house and subsidized travel. Amazing, 
really, that Canada’s national railways were used by the gov-
ernment to find rural employment and houses for Canucks-
in-waiting. This placement put some of us in beautiful but 
far off places. What turned out to be more important was 
the second welcome – a home missionary at the train station 
who greeted us in the name of a congregation-in-formation 
with a truck-at-the-ready. The bearer of good news may also 
have been a “fieldman” appointed by the Christian Reformed 
Church (CRC). As we learned later, he had been appointed by 
the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands. 

Now with the context of Canada 150 – and to Canada’s 
founding First Nations we apologize for focusing on a Eu-
ropean 150 – we reflect on what God wrought in the second 
half of Canada’s formation with the Reformed Christian 

Canadians. For starters, there was a self-selected flood of 
energetic young families. For various reasons they would 
not wait for economic restoration in Europe. Coming from 
every Dutch province they had a lot to learn in vision, in 
leadership, in shaping all they touched.

So much had to be discovered anew. No sooner, for ex-
ample, did we worship together when the questions of life 
began to bubble up: Where will our kids go to school? What 
about help in accident and illness? How do we squeeze 
language classes in for the many of us working 60 hours a 
week in wind and weather? 

When Canadian Immigration in 1952 began to accept 
people who had skills other than farming, Christian com-
munities expanded. Three things started to come up for 
discussion in trucks on the way to church:

How to curb swearing and sexist talk on the job.
Should we submit to Sunday field work in season? The 

stem of the Golden Jubilee peach is weak enough to drop 
the heavy fruit, you know!

Does bad shop talk about the employer give me reason 
to join a labour union?

Mothers often experienced their own sense of isolation. 
Human relations soon exacted more energy than any new-
comer could have anticipated in the glow of the pictured 
emigration.

The building years
Already in the early 1950s there was a sense that group 
action was needed. The first initiative I recall was the 
formation of a Reformed Burial Society. For a $25 annual 
family membership, participants could buy a Funeral and 
Service Plan. (Local membership, for the moving member 
was not transferable!) More urgent, really, was the forma-
tion of local congregation-based unemployment savings 
groups, and later on land Credit Unions. Under government 
supervision the local savings clubs provided the leverage 
of substantial loan opportunities and mortgages, which in 
turn opened such business loans.

Aging farmers and gardeners proved eager to continue 
family enterprises by selling to their Dutch employees. 
Imagine when no son or daughter was interested in pur-
suing parents’ tough work, and they entered university 
instead! Soon it was time to consider establishing places 
of Christian higher education.

The church’s Synod helped begin another building 
fund for financing the construction of schools and more 
churches. This Christian Reformed Extension Fund has, 
over the last half century, helped member churches create 
sizable savings by funding their very buildings for worship 

and their children’s schools, including high schools, Re-
deemer, The King’s University, Christian Colleges and the 
Institute for Christian Studies. The communal and personal 
savings effort today has multi millions in cash and loans.

Turning outward
We came here to give our kids a future. Soon we were 
ready to help others. Canadian elders and pastors started 
asking searching questions at Synod – the CRC’s annual 
assembly – about the work of deacons within the church 
and in society. Deacons at that time were not delegated to 
address questions of justice or poverty relief.

This led a St. Catharines’ church to bring an overture 
to call for the formation of a deacon’s conference in every 
Classis. In the 60 years since then, the bridging conference 
in each nation has done consistent great work, especially 
through the Canadian arm, World Renew and through the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Every one of our 200+ con-
gregations in 12 Canadian classes helps channel the love 
of its members to the world’s poorest and disaster stricken. 

But beyond the scope of compassionate action by con-
gregations as early as the 1970s, small study groups met out 
of concern for group action in work, trade, manufacture and 
political suasion. The Christian Labour Association grew in 
“locals” and gave birth to a zest for Christian political justice.

There was also much ecumenical work. The Council 
of the CRC in Canada developed urban native friendship 
centres in Winnipeg, Regina and Edmonton under this Na-
tional Committee. It orchestrated refugee sponsorships in 
80 percent of its churches, as well as regular contact with 
government – now known as the Office for Public Dia-
logue. These changes helped the CRC cohere as a national 
entity and helped strengthen our response to people in need.

Where are we now? What does the CRC look like in 
Canada today? We can’t stop at those expensive Christian 
schools. The good news is a whole lot better than we have 
dressed it in European language. Since the report of the 
Doctrine of Discovery Task Force to Synod in 2016, we are 
urged and obligated to fashion meetings with First Nations 
Peoples anew to find in scripture and native spirituality the 
common ground on which the Holy Spirit binds us to yield 
to Jesus Christ. 

 
Arie Van Eek served as a CRC pastor from 1958 until his retire-
ment in 1998. From 1978-1999 he was the Executive Secretary of 
the Council of the CRC in Canada, which brought the 12 classes 
together three times a year. That Council was dissolved in 1999. 

As the title implies, this short piece connects to Ty Hofman’s 
excellent book of the same name.

The Canadian story of the 
Christian Reformed Church

Editor’s note
Why did so many Dutch people immigrate to Canada in the 50s and 60s? 
What were their priorities upon arrival? 

With the help of “home missionaries” sent from the Netherlands, they 
built churches. Then Christian schools. Then they started, one by one, the 
Reformed organizations (including this publication!) that are a rich part 
of Canadian culture today. Some groups still have denominational links; 
others are independent. But they demonstrate that a sturdy Reformed vi-
sion, transplanted from the Netherlands, grows pretty well here. 

In the following guest editorial, Pastor Arie Van Eek reflects on that 
growth – memory lane for some CC readers, and a helpful series of 
milestones for younger generations. I hear him saying: “This is what we 
worked on. There are things worth preserving. But don’t get a swollen 
head! There is more work to do.”

Angela Reitsma Bick

“Your name is now Linda” (2007), from the collection entitled Immigrant by Rosemary Sloot (rosemarysloot.com).
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We are excited to announce our 
Rooted & Growing 2017 donation 
appeal received a matching $5,000 
grant! We give thanks to God, to this faithful friend of 
CC and to each of you for giving what you can to keep 
CC’s redemptive journalism ministry alive. 

Any donation given from now until July 31 (or 
postmarked during these dates) will have the chance 
for twice the impact, up to $5,000. When making your 
donation, please indicate the matching grant in the 
memo (cheque) or message (online). 

A community since 1945, CC’s Reformed newspaper 
has been sharing many of Canada’s important events, 
news and analysis for 72 years. Through God’s grace, 
the newspaper has weathered different challenges 
and we give thanks to donors who have sustained 
the newspaper to continue to today. 

Your tax-deductible donation is needed to help 
us meet our goal of $25,000 to support thoughtful 
Reformed journalism, engage quality writers and 
columnists, expand our coverage and propel our 
outreach efforts to bring our stories to more people.
You can donate through our website (christiancourier.ca),
   call Rose 1-800-969-4838 
   or mail a cheque to:  2 Aiken St.    
             St. Catharines ON L2N 1V8. 
Help us maximize this generous matching grant and 
give us a boost towards our goal by donating today! 

Editorial/Letters
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John Tamming

The earliest photo of my late father is of 
him crouched down in a Strathroy sugar 
beet field. His father and a brother are 
kneeling too, hands in the dirt but tentative 
grins for the camera. They are only a few 

months off the boat. One suspects that this is not an image 
they will mail back to the relatives in Drenthe. It will fan no 
envy; it will hardly stand as proof they made the right decision. 

As John Hultink writes in his magisterial To All Our 
Children, immigration was for many done on a wing and 
a prayer. Some came for adventure; others looked around 
at their bombed-out socialist nation, busily re-employing 
the collaborators, and thought they could do better. My 
Opa looked around his rented cigar shop, considered the 
six sons he had to feed and said he was out of there.

Out of there, but to where? Had their forefathers and 
mothers ticked a different box, many readers could be go-
ing over this editorial in New Zealand or Brazil. Canada 
came up first. And what changes these elders have seen. 
This nation has morphed from the sober, Presbyterian and 
Methodist land the immigrants first discovered in the 50s. 
It has moved beyond the fossilized debates of Quebec na-
tionalism. We are plagued no longer by persistent doubts 
that we can exist so close to the elephant that is America. 

Economic historians have called ours “this improbable 
land.” The poet Al Purdy famously called ours the country 
that hardly knows itself. But we have made it to 150. We have 
moved from improbable to inevitable. And we are starting 
to get to know ourselves. We look south of the 49th with 
jealousy no longer. We may still huddle along the border for 
warmth but there is bounce in our step, a few dollars in our 
jeans. Per Richard Gwyn, we “no longer look southwards in 
fear and envy, but rather with an un-Canadian cockiness.” 

It is good and well to strut; being self-righteous is a far 
less appealing trait. But it is a measure of our success as a 
nation that the great national debates we have are in fact 
of such minor import: Whether the deficit should be $10B 
higher or lower; whether to send a few hundred soldiers to 
Mali; whether our national airline can bump us from flights. 
These are the indulgent debates afforded a society which 
has been blessed beyond its most fantastic dreams.

Some grow gloomy and pessimistic as they age. Their 
rants fill the comment sections of our national newspapers. 
Not me. I consider the photo of those in the sugar beet field 
and I am all Pollyanna. 

One of my law clerks, a Toronto fugitive, once bought 
200 acres south of our town. I asked her what on earth she 
did with that kind of land. She giggled and said, “Once a 
week I walk the entire perimeter with my white lab and 
say ‘Mine, mine, mine.’”

There are worse impulses in life. 
May I suggest that in this summer of celebration as 

we tramp around this Dominion with minivans, we pause 
to giggle every now and then at our blessed fortune and 
laugh as we say, “God’s, God’s, God’s.” 

John A. Tamming is a barrister and solicitor in Owen Sound, Ont.

New to CC?   Subscribe today and receive $10 off – that’s  20 issues to your mailbox for $55!
       Three easy ways to subscribe:   Online: christiancourier.ca

       Call: 1-800-969-4838
       Email: rose@christiancourier.ca

       Still undecided? Contact us and sign up ask for a FREE 3-issue trial, then decide! 

Quality religious journalism
At a time when good information about religion is hard 
to find in the major media, we need quality sources of re-
ligious journalism to help us see how God is active in the 
world through people of faith, and how faith fits into and 
makes sense of the world around us. Publications like Chris-
tian Courier can inspire and challenge readers to take their 
faith seriously, and carry it with them wherever they go. 

John Longhurst 
Faith Page columnist, Winnipeg Free Press

Stay informed with CC
Christian Courier should be a regular “visitor” in all 
our homes. It keeps us in touch with the broader world, 
including Canadian society. In connection with a family-
oriented sermon based on “as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord,” I have said from the pulpit that a 
magazine such as CC should be in all of our homes.

Pastor Ralph Koops
St George, Ont.

Give today and 
double your 
impact!

Glorious and free

Kudos on the recent CC edition on Christian education (April 
24) and the “Digital Frontiers” piece in particular. I could not 
help but be reminded of Neil Postman’s 1985 classic Amus-
ing Ourselves to Death. Although Postman was critiquing 
the value and effect of TV as a tool for public discourse in 
his generation, much of what he wrote about then applies 
to today’s digital world and thus our present classrooms 
and schools as well. As one who is quick to bemoan the 
apparent drop in print-readership, and as hand-held devices 
continue their exponential growth and saturating grip on all 
of us (not just our students!), there is also reason to hope: 
there is something of a return to the (digitally) printed word 
in public discourse once again, even though it may take 
the shape of blogs, wikis and even Tweeter feeds, among 
other new emerging social media. For Christian educators 
who seek to discerningly embrace all aspects of God’s 
good creation, Postman’s 
work helps us to properly 
train and equip students 
to rightfully discern the 
power of word and im-
age – whether on TV or 
online, and so I recom-
mend it for all educators, 
whether technophiles or 
modern-day Luddites, as 
well as those of us who 
are confused in the mid-
dle. “Digital Frontiers” 
is an important piece 
stimulating us to further 
thought and consideration 
of these realities as well.

Jonathan Boone
Smithers, B.C.

Still amusing ourselves to death?
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Hugh Cook

Canada’s sesquicentennial provides a good 
occasion for a few reflections on our coun-
try’s literature, past and present. How did 
our nation’s literature develop, and what is 
its present state?

For comparison’s sake, the United States 
of America declared its independence from 
Great Britain in 1776, then saw a significant 
literary renaissance with mid-19th century 
writers such as Hawthorne, Melville, Tho-
reau, Poe and Whitman. Canada’s official 
birth, in contrast, did not occur until Con-
federation in 1867, and its first significant 
literature took much longer to appear than 
it did in the U.S. Why was that?

Several reasons. First, Canada had two 
founding nations rather than one – what nov-
elist Hugh MacLennan has called Canada’s 
“two solitudes.” The result was that a sense 
of national identity came much more slowly 
to Canada than to the United States. In fact, 
it’s been a matter of debate whether Canada 
has a unified national identity at all, and 
that Canada consists more of a number of 
separate regions, each with its own identity. 
Second, Canada’s population was much 
smaller than that of the U.S., and consisted 
of settlements that were often spaced far 
apart, which delayed the development of a 

unified national awareness and, therefore, of 
a mature body of literature.

Thus, while The United States was ex-
periencing rich mid-nineteenth century 
literary expression, Canadian writing pub-
lished during that time consisted largely of 
tales of expeditions written by explorers, 
and, still later, of books documenting set-
tlers’ experiences on the frontier. Think of 
Susanna Moodie’s Roughing It in the Bush 
or Catherine Parr Traill’s The Backwoods 
of Canada. The few novels that were pub-
lished in Canada at that time tended to be 
derivative historical romances modeled 
after British novels.

Early 20th century American literature 
featured great writers such as Hemingway, 
Faulkner, Fitzgerald and Steinbeck. During 
that time in Canada, the novel first came to 
expression with writers such as Fredrick 
Philip Grove, Hugh MacLennan, Sinclair 
Ross and Morley Callaghan, but these nov-
elists’ work, compared to the modernist 
writings of the Americans, was very tradi-
tional in form. Critic W.J. Keith says that 
what was written in Canada after World War 
I was a series of isolated pioneering efforts.

A sense of nationhood
Then, in the 1960s, came a virtual explo-
sion of Canadian literature. What factors 

From Colony to Dominion:
Canadian Literature yesterday and today

Three key Canadian writers
Alistair MacLeod’s short stories depict the life of Cape Breton fishermen, farmers and 
miners, a life that is simple and beautiful in some ways, but also tragic and austere. 
Written in elegiac prose, the stories’ recurring tone is one of loss and sadness, since Ma-
cLeod is memorializing a Maritime culture that, like its young, is rapidly disappearing. 

Alice Munro, a master of the modern short story, is one of Canada’s most celebrated 
and beloved writers. Most of her fiction is set in Huron County in southern Ontario. The 
Nobel Prize committee, in awarding Munro the Nobel Prize in 2013, observed that her 
stories “often accommodate the entire epic complexity of the novel in just a few short 
pages. . . . With subtle means, she is able to demonstrate the impact that seemingly 
trivial events can have on a person’s life.” 

Joy Kogawa’s novel Obasan, a lyrical, poetic novel about one of the more shame-
ful chapters in Canadian history, namely the internment and relocation of Japanese 
Canadians from the west coast to the interior of British Columbia during World War 
II, won a number of prizes and was highly acclaimed when it appeared. Kogawa 
herself experienced the trauma described in the novel, but rather than being angry and 
strident, her novel transforms tragedy and suffering into high art. Kogawa, daughter 
of an Anglican minister, offers profound insight into the challenging call to forgive-
ness as a Christian response to injustice and human suffering.

brought about such sudden literary growth?
A combination of factors. First, three 

specific historical events created a sudden 
increase in patriotic feelings and allowed 
Canadians to begin to shed their colonial 
mentality. In 1965 Canada chose the maple 
leaf as the symbol of its nationhood, and the 
Canadian flag was born. In 1967, Canada’s 
celebration of its centennial coincided with 
the country’s hosting of Expo ‘67 in Mon-
treal. Then, in 1972, Canada’s hockey team 
defeated Russia in the Summit Series, and 
Paul Henderson’s iconic, game-winning 
goal – by far the most important single 
moment in the history of Canada’s national 
sport – galvanized the nation. These three 
events fostered a sense of nationalistic 
pride, and led to a flowering of literature 
in the ‘70s and ‘80s that explored and cel-
ebrated Canadian life.

A second significant factor is the emer-
gence of feminism in the 1960s, which 
encouraged the development of Canadian 
women writers who have become some of 
Canada’s strongest voices in fiction. Think 
of the major contribution made to Canadian 
literature since the 1960s by writers such as 
Margaret Laurence, Alice Munro, Margaret 
Atwood and Carol Shields, among others.

Critic Coral Ann Howells sees a parallel 
between Canada’s emergence from its colo-
nial mentality and women’s new gendered 
perceptions of themselves. “There is a con-
nection,” Howells says, “between the preoc-
cupations of nationalism and of women’s fic-
tion. . . . The ideological coincidence between 
nationalism and feminism would suggest one 
of the reasons why so much attention is being 
paid to women writers in Canada now.”

 
World-class fiction

On the occasion of Canada’s sesqui-
centennial, what might be said about the 
present state of Canadian literature?

First, the maturation of Canadian lit-
erature today is indicated by the increasing 
number of Canadian writers garnering in-
ternational acclaim. Top of the list certainly 
has to be Alice Munro’s winning the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2013 for lifetime achieve-
ment in literature. Further evidence: Alistair 
MacLeod’s novel No Great Mischief won 
the IMPAC Dublin Literary award in 2001; 
the U.K.’s prestigious Man Booker Prize 
has been awarded to novels by Michael 

Ondaatje (1992), Margaret Atwood (2000), 
and Yann Martel (2002); and Carol Shields’ 
wonderful novel The Stone Diaries was 
awarded a Pulitzer Prize in 1995. These 
contemporary Canadian writers have risen 
to the level of world-class writers.

After the surge of fiction and poetry 
beginning in the ‘60s that focused on Ca-
nadian life, a second significant feature 
of contemporary Canadian literature – no 
surprise, given the rapidly changing nature 
of the country’s profile – is the emergence 
of a significant body of literature coming 
from ethnic minorities, writers who enrich, 
and form an integral part of, the Canadian 
mosaic. (I should state parenthetically here 
that I’m restricting my comments to Ca-
nadian literature in English, since French 
Canadian literature is a topic of its own.)

Of the writers representing minority 
communities, I can name only a select few. 
Aboriginal writers include Thomas King, 
Tomson Highway, Daniel David Moses and 
Richard Wagamese. A strong contingent 
of Asian Canadian writers includes Joy 
Kogawa, Michael Ondaatje, Wayson Choy, 
M.G. Vassanji, Vincent Lam and Evelyn 
Lau. Mennonite writers are represented 
by Rudy Wiebe, Miriam Toews, Sandra 
Birdsell and Patrick Friesen. There are 
Dutch/Belgian Canadian writers such as 
Aritha van Herk and Guy VanderHaeghe. 
We could also mention Canadian writers 
of Italian, Irish, Jewish, Caribbean, Afri-
can and Muslim communities. In many 
respects, this trend of increasing numbers 
of minority writers mirrors present-day 
Canadian society, and is one of the more 
dominant features of contemporary Cana-
dian literature. Contemporary writing in 
the U.S. has seen a corresponding growth 
in literature coming from minority writers.

Canadian literature has reached a level 
of excellence over the last five decades, and 
on this sesquicentennial offers a body of 
writing well worth celebrating. 

Hugh Cook is Professor 
Emeritus at Redeemer 
University College and 
the author of four books 
of fiction. Ordering infor-
mation for his latest prize-
winning novel, Heron 
River, is available at mosaic-press.com.
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I grew up at summer 
camp. The day after I 
turned nine, I climbed on 
a bus and crossed the river, 
heading up into the Gatin-
eau Hills. I wasn’t going 
out into the unknown – my 

older sisters had been to this camp before me 
and there was even a strange photo of my 
parents standing on the beach in funny old-
fashioned bathing suits. Despite that, I knew 
I was taking a new step. This time I wasn’t 
a tag-along day-tripper or even a weekend 
guest. I was going to be a camper.

That first-ever week, I got up early every 
morning to swim before breakfast. Usually 
it was older campers who went for the polar 
bear dip but, fierce nine-year-old that I was, 
I was determined to go. Every morning, 
the lake was beautiful. Sometimes the sun 
shone brightly and caught across the surface. 
Sometimes a silent grey mist lingered over 
the water and it was hard work to step in. I 
loved the challenge – the everyday work of 
it – and how strong and alive it made me feel. 

After that week, I was at camp every sum-
mer and, when I got older, I was a member of 
the staff. My teenaged years revolved around 
summers at camp and long weekends at camp 
and looking forward to camp. The rocky 
lakeshore and the skyscraper white pines 
were my landscape, my constant daydream. 
I taped summer snapshots to my high school 
locker door and dreamed of the next time I 
could get on the bus and head north. 

The camp was owned by a collection of 
local churches who would each contribute 
staff, campers and funds to keep the place 
afloat. We spent our long summer days 
playing games in the field and in the for-
est. There were hikes and obstacle courses, 
archery and arts and crafts, Bible study and 
campfire. All the noisy fun and chaos of 
kids’camp. But the centre of the camp for 
me was always the lake. I loved its silent 
mornings, its rainy afternoons, and its quiet, 
shining nights broken by loonsong. 

The ‘Greater Silence’
I have been reading recently about our 
Benedictine cousins. Each day in a Benedic-

tine community, there are times for teaching 
and conversation, but there are also times 
set aside for communal silence. Then comes 
the “Greater Silence” every night between 9 
p.m. and 8 a.m. In this pattern of community 
life, they recognise the ongoing stillness from 
which all things spring. In the midst of all bus-
tling human activity, God’s peace is present.

I wonder if there is something parallel 
when it comes to wilderness. 

At camp, I discovered a beauty that keeps 
going. The lake continued without me. Days 
and months might go past, seasons change; I 
could come and go but the place was there, 
continuing in its own song of praise. There 
is a lesson on grace in that. 

From the rocks and the trees, I also 
learned that the world is already built. We 
don’t have to make it for ourselves. I didn’t 
need to invent the lake. Creation had hap-
pened and was sustained. For a suburban kid 
from Ottawa, this was a glimpse of some-
thing real. It wasn’t ideal or romantic be-
cause there were mosquitoes, of course. And 
blackflies. Thunderstorms, soggy mornings, 
twisted ankles and bruised feelings, too. But 
it was real. And in this wilderness place and 
with this gathered people, I could be real, 
too. Another lesson in grace. 

When I went to university, I met people 
from across our country who had similar 
memories from summer camps and family 
cottages. In Canada, we are blessed with 
a wealth of wilderness. It felt to me as if 
there were pockets of space coast to coast 
where people are connected to the land and 
close to God. It isn’t surprising that a large 
number of clergy in our churches first heard 
their own call to ministry out in these wild 
pockets away from city life. 

But maybe I have that wrong. Maybe 
there aren’t pockets of space – maybe there 
were pockets of people. Like the Greater 
Silence, these camp environments remind 
us about the true underpinnings of our 
world. We are surrounded and upheld, chal-
lenged and cradled in the immersive love 
of God.  

What would be an honest answer to the question posed by the title of this 
column? Some might offer a half-hearted “We are trying?” in reply to that 
question. Others would say that even such a half-hearted answer gives 
us too much credit – that the correct answer is closer to a flat-out “No.” 
For my part, I would venture that we have taken some baby steps in the 
direction of reconciliation, but that we still have a very long way to go.

Now this is not a resoundingly positive note on which to begin a 
column marking Canada’s 150th birthday. Couldn’t another question have been asked? 
Perhaps one that would invite more celebratory reflection on our national identity? Per-
haps, yes. But I must confess my uneasiness with the Canadian predilection for national 
self-congratulation, and so my reflections here will not trend in that direction.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission has now come and gone, and much mean-
ingful work was done within the seven years of its mandate. Most important, survivors 
of the residential schools came with grace and courage to share their stories – reminding 
the nation and its churches of the violence that was done to them and their communities 
in the name of Christian faith and of civilization. Stories of abuse. Stories of loneliness. 
Stories of language lost. Stories of families torn apart.

We know that following the path of reconciliation always entails risk. And it is impor-
tant to acknowledge that within the TRC process that risk was borne almost entirely by 
the aboriginal women and men who came to tell their stories. As they came and spoke, 
there was a risk that they would not be heard; there is a continuing risk that the response 
to their truth-telling will be inadequate; there is a risk that the nation will hear and then 
fall back again into collective amnesia. There was and is a risk, in other words, that this 
process of reconciliation would not finally entail reconciliation.

But we should also acknowledge that 
there were non-aboriginal witnesses who 
came and who listened – many who ex-
perienced empathetic pain in hearing of 
the horrors of the residential schools. And 
there are men and women inside and out-
side of the churches today who are working 
to ensure that the risk-filled venture of the 
survivors does not end in betrayal. 

In the wake of the Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission, it is also true that many 
churches have established programs to 
deepen respectful relationships with ab-
original peoples – it would be deeply unfair 
to dismiss those as meaningless. Yet it also 
remains true to say that there has been 
very limited risk and cost to the churches 
throughout this process of reconciliation. 
There has also been limited risk and cost to 
the nation itself. But do we believe that any 
process of reconciliation can be cost-free?

Costly grace
Substantial and difficult questions remain in terms of the relationship between Canada 
and aboriginal peoples, and not only in terms of the legacy of residential schools. An 
aboriginal friend and colleague has asked, for example, concerning the many churches 
that have been built on contested land, including territory known as the Haldimand Tract 
(located in Southwestern Ontario). While there are historical and legal questions to be 
explored concerning this land grant to the Six Nations, we should to be prepared for the 
possibility that this land was simply taken. 

Are we prepared to seriously explore these additional questions about our colonial 
past? Are we prepared to one day even relinquish property through dialogue and conver-
sation with aboriginal communities? Are the churches prepared for costly grace? For a 
reconciliation that doesn’t come cheaply? 

It is by no means inconsequential that Canada aspires, in many respects, to be a coun-
try of reconciliation – it signals that we have captured something of the way of Christ, 
even if the nation itself is not a Christian nation. And while Canadians may wish to pat 
ourselves on the back for what we have so far accomplished, we have a very long way to 
go. The grace and reconciliation of God has come at tremendous cost, in Christ, and we 
should not assume that it will be any different for Canada. 

A wealth of 
wilderness

Canada, a country 
of Reconciliation?

Words(s) & Wonder

The Messy Table
Katie Munnik

Roland De Vries is Director of Pastoral Studies at The Presbyterian College, Montreal, 
and a Lecturer in the School of Religious Studies at McGill University. 

Katie Munnik is an Ottawa writer living in Car-
diff with her Spouse and three growing children.
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We’ve heard stories of language lost, and 
families torn apart.
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Stan de Jong

The 2017 English translation of this stirring 
diary of a pastor’s wife in the Netherlands dur-
ing WWII was a good thing waiting to happen. 
Andrew Healey, an Australian (with consider-
able knowledge of the Dutch language) took 
it upon himself to translate Johanna Ader-
Appels’ autobiographical book, A Groninger 
Pastorie in de Storm (T. Wever B.V., 1947). 
The title goes something like this: A parsonage 
in northern Holland (Groningen) in stormy 
weather. This riveting book was translated into 
German and Finnish but never into English. 
In Dutch it saw 13 editions over the years! 

Early in January 2017, Andrew sent me a 
copy. The chosen title is House of Defiance: 
One Family’s Stand against the Holocaust 
published in the U.K. by Mirador Publish-
ing. I was thrilled with the appearance of 
this 456-page book and especially with the 
quality of Andrew’s translation. It is also 
available on Amazon. 

I was 10 years old in the year 1944, and I remember seeing trains with long rows of 
cattlewagons coming through Winschoten, where I lived in the Netherlands. Only later 
did I learn the truth . . . that one of those trains carried Anne Frank and her family, and 
thousands of others, to Nazi death camps like Auschwitz, Bergen Belsen, Sobibor and 
Theresienstadt.

My town was only minutes away from Nieuw Beerta in the eastern part of the prov-
ince of Groningen, in the north of the Netherlands. The town of Nieuweschans, at the 
German border, was also very near. The train station there was the last stop in Holland 
for the German-bound trains carrying thousands upon thousands of Jews rounded up by 
the Nazis. They would first be kept in the Nazi holding camp of Westerbork, about 50 
kilometres away.  

Bastiaan Jan Ader and Johanna Ader-Appels moved into the spacious parsonage near 
the Reformed Church in Nieuw Beerta in 1938. They welcomed two children there. Basjan 
was born in 1942 in my hometown, Winschoten. Erik was born in 1944. Sadly, by then 
Bastiaan, his dad, was pining away in the notorious Gestapo jail on the Weteringschans 
in Amsterdam. After years of intense involvement in the Dutch underground resistance, 
Bastiaan had finally been caught by the Nazis. He never returned home again and he 
never knew little baby Erik.

The courage to help
The Aders became involved in the underground movement when a former acquaintance 
of Jo, of Jewish origin, asked the family if she could come to stay in Nieuw Beerta to 
hide from the Germans. It was the beginning of the Aders’ courageous work saving many, 
many people from certain death. Bastiaan’s underground name became “Domie” (the 
Dutch word for reverend is “dominee,” hence “Domie.”) His wife was simply referred to 
by many as Tante (Auntie) Jo.

All during the war, the parsonage became a haven for all the people who were brought 
by Domie from cities throughout the land. He travelled extensively, by train or bike, 
keeping in touch with other resistance leaders. He concealed his identity, often wearing 
workers’ clothes and disguising his features. He and some of his trusted church elders 
performed miracles inside the large parsonage, creating hiding places and underground 
passages. Amazingly, the church community never knew anything of what transpired in 
that house during the war!

Notably, Yad Vashem, the Jerusalem-based holocaust martyrs’ and heroes’ remembrance 
authority, reckons the Nieuw Beerta parsonage managed to save between 200 and 300 
Jewish compatriots. 

Resistance and sabotage
Johanna Ruth Dobschiner, a young Jewish girl from Amsterdam, was contacted by Domie 
and taken up north. The Grüne Polizei had taken her parents and a brother away. She es-
caped by hiding in a secret cove in her Amsterdam home. She never saw her family again.

This young girl, hiding at the parsonage in Nieuw Beerta, also started a diary of her 
time there and what happened to her afterwards. Her underground name was “Hansie.” 

The book she wrote, Selected to Live, was published in 1969. It is a powerful testimony 
of her courage and how she left the Jewish faith after accepting Jesus Christ as her Lord 
and Saviour. (Note: Years ago I wrote an article about Domie and Hansie online. Here is 
the link: http://sensedejong.newmaker.net/Sense/DomieAndHansie.shtml)

How sad it was to read that in 1944 someone of the “non-pure” Groningers (i.e. friends 
of the Nazis) exposed the Aders for concealing Jews in their home. These betrayers often 
collected a reward for revealing the Jews’ whereabouts to the occupiers. The Grüne Polizei 
raided the place and, unfortunately, found some of those in their hiding places. They were 
transported to Germany never to be seen again. The Germans subsequently raided the 
parsonage, stealing what they could find and forcing Tante Jo and her two babies to live 
elsewhere. The parsonage was later demolished.

Letters from prison
But what about Domie? He, too, was betrayed and walked into a trap. He was abused, 
if not tortured, in that awful Gestapo jail located on the Weteringschans in Amsterdam.

From there he wrote beautiful letters to his wife, which testified to his strong faith and 
the knowledge that his Father in heaven would always be there and would take care of 
him and his family. He wrote long epistles on rolls of toilet paper with a bit of a pencil. 
These were smuggled out by trusted members of the Dutch police to his wife. A selection 
of them are published in this book.

At that time of his incarceration, the Allied Forces were already in the south of the 
Netherlands. Domie was told by his friends among the Dutch police that the day of 
liberation was near, and that he would likely be freed soon. However, at that time, the 
Dutch Resistance had again been very active, making the Nazis furious! In retaliation 
the Germans announced they would pick six hostages from various jails. They picked 
three from a Utrecht prison and three from the Weteringschans jail. And, yes, Domie, was 
one of them. All six of them were taken to a remote part in a forest and summarily shot.

Their bodies were left behind in the pouring rain. Some residents of nearby Veenendaal 
found them there and gave them a proper burial.

While still in Amsterdam, Domie spent his last days talking to other prisoners, reading 
God’s word to them, praying to take comfort and assuring them of the promises of his 
coming kingdom. 

When later they dug up the bodies for reburial, they found in Domie’s sack a Bible full 
of notes and a hymn book with his wife’s name in it and a few letters. That’s how they 
identified the body. In the hymn book Domie had put a crease through the last verses of 
a hymn:

No sparrow falls on earth without Your will
And Lord, my heart finds comfort and is still
Because You watch with care o’re all my ways.
So God, my shield and help shall surely be
Nought do I fear in sky, on earth and sea,
He maketh all things good throughout my days.

Stan de Jong is a member of Jubilee Fellowship CRC in St. Catharines enjoy-
ing his retirement years. He’s the former business manager (from 1984–1999) 
of Calvinist Contact (Publishing Ltd), the forerunner of Christian Courier.

House of Defiance: One Family’s 
Stand against the Holocaust                                                                                      
By Johanna Ader-Apples
Mirador Publishing, 2017

The parsonage that became a sanctuary: 
Dutch family sheltered 200+ Jews during WWII 

Bastiaan Jan Ader and Johanna Ader-Appels Johanna Ruth Dobschiner
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Peter Schuurman

“Today we can see that we’ve lost on every 
front and that the swift and relentless cur-
rents of secularism have overwhelmed our 
flimsy barriers. Hostile secular nihilism 
has won the day in our nation’s govern-
ment, and the culture has turned powerfully 
against traditional Christians . . . the public 
square has been lost.”

These are some of the opening words from 
Rod Dreher’s new book The Benedict Option 
(2017), which has made a splash on The New 
Yorker, The Atlantic, The New York Times, The 
Washington Post and far beyond. NY Times 
columnist David Brooks calls it “the most 
important religious book of the decade” and 
it deserves a thorough, mixed review. 

The book is making waves because it 
prophesies that the West has been overrun 
by a relativistic individualism comparable 
to the barbarism that toppled Rome in the 
fifth century. The author calls Christians 
to follow the example of St. Benedict, the 
father of monasticism, who responded to 
the chaos and decadence of that time by 
retreating into intentional communities in 
which life, faith and virtue could flourish 
beyond the decaying structures of a fading 
empire. The “culture of death” in our time 
signals a new Dark Age, Dreher says, and 
(switching metaphors), he proposes that 
Christians need to build arks of Christian 
institutions and practice to endure the Great 
Flood of modern nihilism and despair.

The attempt to Christianize America by 
courting the Republican party has failed. 
“Politics is no substitute for personal holi-
ness,” he writes, and congregations have ne-
glected to disciple their members. Churches 
are “no safe place either” having been “hol-
lowed out by a sneaky kind of secularism” 
that leaves them “devoid of power and life.” 
Referencing sociologist Christian Smith, 
he says the church is rife with Moralistic 

Therapeutic Deism – an ethos focused on 
God as a cosmic butler for “culture that wor-
ships the Self and material comfort” rather 
than repenting, embodying Scripture, and 
following the Way of the Cross.

The need for order
The roots of the current crisis, says Dreher, 
lie with the West’s disenchanted drive to 
put an autonomous, desiring self at the 
centre of the social order. Over the last 
several hundred years the quest for freedom 
has severed our connection to God, creation 
and each other. Benedict’s rule of life – his 
guide for structuring Christian community 
– can offer a way to “reweave the tapestry 
of our Christian lives.” Benedict’s rule 
gives order, calling for stable, hospitable 
communities focused on rhythms of prayer 
and work, ora et labora.

Dreher offers a comprehensive plan for a 
creative Christian subculture, the Benedict 
Option (or “BenOp” as it’s been called) 
with chapters dedicated to prescribing new 
practises in specific cultural arenas, includ-
ing politics (more local), church (more 
disciplined), home (more like a “domestic 
monastery”), education (with a classical 
Christian curriculum) and the marketplace 
(“buy Christian”).

The two most powerful forces shaping 
our lives and “pulverizing” the church today 
are sex and technology. Dreher’s warnings 
about electronic media are urgent: the new 
devices distort and disrupt relationships, 
disabling us from the ability to pay attention 
and think deeply. Take smartphones away 
from kids and out of worship, he exhorts. 
Instead, get dirty in the soil, meet people 
face-to-face.

His warnings regarding the “repagani-
zation” effected by the Sexual Revolution 
form a stronger theme through the book. 
The “LGBT agenda” and its “sexual indi-
vidualism” based in the expression of inner 
needs of isolated bodies defies not only the 
restraints of chastity but the cosmic meaning 
of the male-female complementary “writ-
ten into the nature of reality.” This “grand 
deception” is a “fake” and a “metaphysical 
falsehood” that has been nothing short of 
“catastrophic” for Christianity. Sexuality 
severed from the divine order unravels the 
social fabric, and when believers follow the 
lead of culture on this matter they effectively 
“cease to be meaningfully Christian.”

BenOp and Reformed Kingdom 
Theology
Journalist Joshua Rothman digs deeper into 
the life of Rod Dreher in an investigative 
article in The New Yorker. He paints a por-
trait of Dreher as a native of poor, rural 
Louisiana who converted to Catholicism and 
then Eastern Orthodoxy after leaving home 
for college and finding success in a writing 

career in New York City. He’s now 50, mar-
ried with three children and living back in 
his home territory, but the impression given 
is of someone who tasted the fast pace of the 
high life but longs for the peace and order of 
his upbringing, not to mention for the accep-
tance of his less-mobile family of origin. One 
wonders how much rural Southern nostalgia 
feeds his proposal for cultural retreat.

Dreher’s BenOp can read like theologian 
H. Richard Niebuhr’s category of “Christ 
against culture” and when he talks of “leav-
ing society” and finding “safe harbour” the 
Old Order Mennonites come to mind. But 
Dreher has had to confront misunderstand-
ings of his book, and recent blogs by him 
insist against critics that BenOp is not quiet-
ist, not escapist, not agrarian off-the-grid, 
and not a gated community. It’s true that 
some of his examples are Christian net-
works in the suburbs and city (although the 
New Monasticism is never mentioned), but 
his central images are a monk and the ark.

You could say Reformed communities 
were doing the BenOp before the BenOp. 
Dreher characterizes his program as cultivat-
ing a “parallel polis” to mainstream secu-
lar society, and many Reformed “kingdom 
agencies” could be seen in this way – the 
Christian Farmers Federation, Christian 
schools, the Christian Labour Association, 
etc. Except there is one key difference in 
the Reformed approach: the mission of these 
organizations is to engage wider culture with 
creation-based norms for cultural renewal. 
Their mandate is not Noah-like preservation 
but the pro-active demonstration of faithful 
alternatives and the proclamation of gospel 
life to non-Christian neighbours. The Refor-
mational ethic has typically meant restora-
tion and reformation of culture rather than 
retreat or revolution. Even if wider culture 
seems wholly degenerate, our antithesis to 
secular norms is checked by our hope in the 

common grace of God which propels us 
towards the common good.

A Council of Despair?
Dreher provocatively subtitled one section: 
“Pull Your Children out of Public Schools.” 
Dreher warns about a peer culture of drugs, 
sex and alcohol, and offers an anecdote of a 
public school where one third of the grade 
seven girls declared themselves bisexual 
after a lesson about gender as “fluid and 
nonbinary.”

I must confess as outgoing chair of the 
local Christian school that some of Dre-
her’s worry resonates with a part of me, 
but it’s not the part of me that I particularly 
like. Dreher can sound similar to the Left 
Behind apocalypse except the extraction 
of Christians is to an intentional Christian 
community rather than some heaven light 
years away. The ark is a better analogy than 
the sinking Titanic, but tone of presentation 
sounds similar: The flood is upon us! Enter 
the ark while there is still time! The blurb 
on the back of the book warns that “these 
are the days for building strong arks for the 
long journey across a sea of night.” That’s 
not my understanding of Christian educa-
tion, church, or the state of Western culture.

Continued on page 16

The Benedict Option: A Strategy for Conser-
vative Christians in a Post-Christian Nation
By Rod Dreher, Sentinel, 2017

The Ark, the Titanic and a cargo ship to Tarshish: 
Temptation in the post-Christian storm

Is it time for Christians to retreat?

Rod Dreher
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Why Christians ought  
to be Royalists
Trent DeJong

 
A number of weeks ago my school re-
ceived a visit from the Honourable Judith 
Guichon, Lieutenant Governor of British 
Columbia. The lieutenant governor is 
the representative of Queen Elizabeth II 
in B.C. The visit followed the expected 
protocols – teachers dressed formally; Her 
Honour was accompanied by an Aide-de-
Camp in full RCMP dress uniform; she 
entered the assembly in a processional and 
various other formalities were followed; 
we sang the national anthem and “God 
Save the Queen.”

There is a quiet conversation going 
on in Canada about the point of it all.  
Like most issues in Canada, we take it 
seriously enough to talk about it, but 
not so seriously that we heap derision 
on those with whom we disagree. But 
still, some people question the role of the 
royal family in Canada – and in England 
for that matter.

 
A question of equality?
The royal family has an important role. 
Never mind the good that they do through 
their royal visits and causes they for which 
they advocate. Even if you take all these 
significant contributions off the table, they 
play a significant role just by being royal.

One of the reasons we might question 
the role of royalty is because we have this 
idea that “all men are created equal” – that 
equality is a desired end – and that, there-
fore, democracy is somehow the best sort 
of government. Royalty and democracy 
don’t go together.

Winston Churchill said that “Democ-
racy is the worst form of government, 
except for all the others.” For Democ-
racy to work people would need to be 
good and wise, and they are neither. 
The reason democracy is better than all 
other forms of government is because it 
takes the fact of human depravity and 
decentralizes it.

C. S. Lewis comments on our cultural 
captivation with equality: 

“I do not think that equality is one of 
those things (like wisdom or happiness) 
which are good simply in themselves and 
for their own sakes. I think it is in the 
same class as medicine, which is good 
because we are ill, or clothes which are 
good because we are no longer innocent.”

According to Lewis, the notion of 
equality is a necessity to mitigate the 
power of evil in a fallen world. Equality 
came after the Fall to counter the desires 
of evil men to oppress and exploit each 
other. He explains in The Weight of Glory, 
a collection of nine of his sermons deliv-
ered during World War II:

Trent DeJong teaches Humani-
ties at Abbotsford Christian 
School in Abbotsford, B.C., 
and thinks a lot about the in-
tersection of culture and faith. 
His reflections can be found 

at trentdejong.com. He writes about the 
meaning of the zombie phenomenon at 
cureforzombies.com.

As Canadians we have an advantage over our 
American brothers and sisters in that we have a 

powerful symbol to remind us who we really are.

The function of equality is purely 
protective. It is medicine, not food. By 
treating human persons (in judicious de-
fiance of observed facts) as if they were 
all the same kind of thing (like widgets), 
we avoid innumerable evils. But it is not 
on this we were meant to live. It is idle 
to say that men are of equal value. If 
value is taken in a worldly sense – if we 
mean that all men are equally useful or 
beautiful or good or entertaining – then 
it is nonsense. If it means that all are 
of equal value as immortal souls, then 
I think it conceals a dangerous error. 
The infinite value of each human soul 
is not a Christian doctrine. God did not 
die for man because of some value He 
perceived in him. The value of each 
human soul considered simply in itself, 
out of relation to God, is zero. As St. 
Paul writes, to have died for valuable 
men would not have been divine but 
merely heroic; but God died for sinners. 
He loved us not because we were lov-
able, but because He is love. It may be 
that He loves all equally – He certainly 
loved us all to death. . .. If there is 
equality, it is in His love, not us (1949). 

Creational truth
In Western cultures we accept as normative 
the virtues of equality and of democracy. 
The “you are no better than I am” senti-
ment results in a reluctance to submit to 
legitimate authorities – the boss, the coach, 
government, parents. This sort of thing 
seeps into the Western church as well.  

There might be a hesitance to submit to the 
church leadership. Some denominations 
are made up of autonomous congregations. 
These conditions are not part of God’s 
creational design.

As Canadians we have a connection 
to the Royals that the Americans do not. 
Americans have their Declaration of 
Independence which tells them that “All 
men are created equal.” It just ain’t so. As 
Canadians we have an advantage over our 
American brothers and sisters in that we 
have a powerful symbol to remind us who 
we really are.

The benefit of the royal family and the 
aristocratic class is that they ground us in 
reality. They are not just a symbol of a fad-
ed empire, but of a Creational truth that we 
are not, in fact, created equal. They remind 

us of the Biblical truth that our value is not 
is our sameness, but in Christ’s love for us. 
But there is some value in our “inequality,” 
in our uniqueness, as we serve as different 
(unequal) parts of the Body (Rom. 12).

Perhaps the main reason why people 
argue that the Royals are irrelevant is 
out of a misplaced allegiance to equality. 

Perhaps not, but as we watch Downton 
Abbey or  The Crown or the various visits, 
appearances and events featuring the Roy-
als, it might be a beneficial, even spiritual, 
discipline to reflect on what all the pomp 
and circumstance might signify, and how 
it might bring us toward the truth of who 
we are in the Kingdom. 
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Krista Dam-VandeKuyt

“The harms done to one generation 
become the fate of the next” – Chief 
Edmund Metatawabin

When I was 18, I spent my summer vacation 
backpacking through Europe. In Germany, 
I walked the beautiful cobblestone streets 
of Heidelberg but also walked parts of the 
cobblestone trail marking the former Berlin 
Wall, past Bebelplatz and the first phase of 
the Topography of Terror Museum at the 
Third Reich headquarters. 

I  cl imbed up to the impressive 
Neuschwanstein, a castle perched high on 
a Bavarian mountaintop, on the same day 
as seeing evidence of the country’s lowest 
point in history at Dachau, the first concen-
tration camp of the Nazi regime. The con-
trast of these two sites was uncomfortable 
and perhaps ill-planned, but it was clear to 
me that this was a country that didn’t gloss 
over the dark periods of its past. This was 
a country embracing its history – the pride 
and the pain.  

“Learn from yesterday, live for today, 
hope for tomorrow. The important 
thing is not to stop questioning.” 
– Albert Einstein

Do visitors to Canada see our shame? Did 
your Canadian history classes include the 
darker moments as well as the victorious? 
For many, the stained stories of our country’s 
past were never discussed in the classroom 
and we need to re-educate ourselves. But 
first we need to recognize what prejudices 
we bring with us.

Do we think that Parliament’s official 
apology in 2008 and Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission’s Final Report of 2015 
were an end rather than the beginning of 
healing for our Indigenous neighbours? Do 
we sometimes think because our families 
came to Canada after these schools were 
established that we don’t need to engage? 
Do we, with our prideful inherited Prot-
estant work ethic, view other cultures of 
productivity as indolent? Do we minimal-
ize land claims because we think the trea-

ties are outdated? If we have had negative 
experiences, do we judge the actions of a 
few as the attitudes of all? Do we try to 
see all sides or does prejudice stop us from 
digging deeper?  

“Reason wills that we should think 
again, and not form our conclusions 
or fix our foot till we can honestly say 
that we have with our prejudice or 
prepossession viewed the matter in 
debate on all sides, seen it in every 
light, have no bias to incline us either 
way, but are only determined by Truth 
itself, shining brightly in our eyes, and 
not permitting us to resist the force 
and evidence it carries” 
– Mary Astell, A Serious Proposal (1694)

“Re-education” is defined as “education 
or training to change someone’s beliefs or 
behaviour” (Oxford English Dictionary) but 
the word also has a sinister side, describ-
ing efforts where certain values or beliefs 
were forced upon unwilling participants. I 
live mere kilometres from a place that did 
just that, one of Canada’s first government 
funded Indian residential schools.  

The Mohawk Institute Residential 
School in Brantford, Ontario opened in 
1831 and was used as a key tool in the 
assimilation of First Nations children into 
Euro-Christian culture, severing children 
from their parents and their culture. When 
the school was closed in 1970, ownership 
was given to the Six Nations.  

These school grounds are now a space of 
cultural renewal. Next to the school building, 
the Woodland Cultural Centre has become a 
place to connect with First Nations history, art 
and languages. A current exhibit titled “Walk-
ing Together” came out of an intergenerational 
community arts project where First Nations 
students from a local high school worked 
with First Nations artists and survivors of the 
Mohawk Institute, a project that aimed to help 
youth understand what the survivors endured, 
to remind them of an important part of First 
Nations History and also Canada’s history.  

Visiting Canada’s shame:  Re-education 
and reconciliation in the legacy of the 
Residential Schools 

“Tell me and I forget; teach me and 
I may remember; involve me and I 
learn.” – Benjamin Franklin

While the Woodland Cultural Centre offers 
a place for First Nations culture to  flourish, 
the building itself will stand as a testament 
to the history of the site. School groups can 
learn through workshops, tours or interviews 
with survivors with the hope that this part of 
our history is never repeated.  

“During a community consultation ses-
sion, which Woodland hosted to determine 
if the community even wanted us to preserve 
the site, a Mohawk Institute survivor said 
that it was important to save the building, as 
there was so much more that could be learned 
by visiting and being in the building than 
could be learned from a plaque on the place 
where the building once stood,” explained 
Jessica Powless, Outreach Coordinator at 
the Woodland Cultural Centre (woodland-
centre.on.ca).

Discussing intergenerational trauma 
and its effects in his book, Cultural 
Trauma and Collective Identity, Jeffrey 
Alexander identifies the need to “restore 
collective psychological health by lifting 
societal repression and restoring memory 
. . . through public acts of commemora-
tion, cultural representation, and public 
political struggle – some collective means 
for undoing repression and allowing the 
pent-up emotions of loss and mourning to 
be expressed.”

The Mohawk Institute is a place that 
allows this expression for survivors of the 
school, a space where they can tell their 
stories and be heard. Survivors have also 
published their experiences and these books 
are available to purchase from the Wood-
land Cultural Centre with proceeds going 
to help preserve the school’s history. As the 
building needed significant repair, the Save-
The-Evidence campaign was launched in 
2013 to fundraise to restore the building.  

“We have raised enough money for 
the first phase of the campaign, and have 
now begun renovations on the building,” 

Powless stated. “This could not have been 
possible without our donors, supporters 
and fundraisers. There is still a lot left 
to fundraise though, as the overall proj-
ect total sits at $10.5 million.” The next 
phases of the project will focus on the 
mechanical upgrades and the creation of 
interpretive space.  

The abuse that took place in these insti-
tutions was done in the name of religion. 
And even after schools were closed, abuse 
continued in the name of ignorance. The 
only way to begin to understand the harm 
of the residential schools is seek out first-
hand experiences told by those who lived 
it. Churches across Canada have taken 
steps to be a part of reconciliation and that 
is a beginning. But as with healing from 
trauma, this is a process that will take time 
and authentic engagement.  

“Colonialism is not over. Its tentacles 
reach into the present, and it is the 
greatest stain on Canada. Colonialism 
has put a wall up between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal peoples in Canada. 
The journey from truth (hearing the 
stories) to reconciliation (fixing what is 
broken and building and re-building) 
will involve taking apart a whole 
system of colonialism and entrenched 
relationships – personal, political and 
philosophical. It isn’t going to be easy, 
but it’s our only chance. And the very 
soul of Canada is at stake. In short, 
let’s talk to each other. And let’s really 
listen.” 
– Shelagh Rogers, Speaking my Truth

In the spirit of decolonization, I did not 
include survivors’ stories in this article. It 
should be their words that you read, not 
mine. Some recommended books include 
Up Ghost River  written by Edmund 
Metatawabin, survivor of Ste. Anne’s in 
Fort Albany, Ontario; Residential Schools: 
With the Words and Images of Survivors 
by Larry Loyie, survivor of St. Bernard’s 
in Grouard, Alberta; A Dark Legacy: A 
Primer on Indian Residential Schools in 
Canada by Bud Whiteye, survivor of the 
Mohawk Institute; Speaking My Truth: 
Reflections on Reconciliation & Residential 
School, a collection of stories available with 
discussion questions for free download; 
and The Mush Hole: Life at Two Indian 
Residential Schools by Elizabeth Graham 
which compiles over 60 voices of original 
sources from the Mohawk Institute and 
Mount Elgin. 

Krista Dam-VandeKuyt lives 
in Jerseyville, Ont. with her 
husband Rob and their children 
Ethan, Eliya and Zoë. In ob-
taining her Hon. B.A., Krista’s 
studies at McMaster University 

focused on English Literature, Cultural 
Studies and History.PH
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A real Canadian hero 

Shelaine Strom works with 
Food for the Hungry half-time 
as the Manager of Education 
and Professional Development. 
She also enjoys writing and 
coaching women in life transi-

tions. She and her husband Bill live in Ab-
botsford, B.C. They have three young adult 
sons, three lovely young women and one 
precious grandson in their family. You can 
find Shelaine’s blog at shelainestrom.com.

Shelaine Strom

Happy Birthday, Canada. You’ve arrived at 
150 years with a history of everyday citizens 
taking extraordinary risks, bold stances and 
modeling strength and freedom.

Recently I stood among the statues 
comprising the Women are Persons! monu-
ment on Parliament Hill in Ottawa. I gained 
new appreciation for the perseverance of 
the “Famous Five” Alberta women who 
petitioned government to recognize women 
as “persons” and therefore gain access to 
all political posts, including Senate. The 
tenacity of Emily Murphy, Henrietta Muir 
Edwards, Nellie McClung, Louise Crummy 
McKinney and Irene Parlby is admirable.

Emily Murphy, leader of the Famous 
Five said, “I believe that never was a coun-
try better adapted to produce a great race 
of women than this Canada of ours, nor a 
race of women better adapted to make a 
great country.”

Canadian character
I agree with Emily. Our nation is full of 
people – women and men – living lives 
in ways that profoundly shape who we 
have become as a country. Canadians are 
characterized as ones who persist through 
hardship, find humor in adversity and in-
spire others to press on. 

Take Bert, for instance. She is 85, but 
she will tell you she’s 49. Bert and I met in 
November of 2014 on my first day at a reha-
bilitation fitness centre designed for people 
recovering from accidents and operations. 
She stands five feet four inches and weighs 
99 pounds with her shoes on. She was on her 
tenth training program, which meant she had 
been working out for over a year.

I arrived feeling vulnerable and afraid 
of hurting myself. I desperately wanted to 
strengthen muscles weakened from jaw 
surgery, but my ability to differentiate 
workout pain from damaging pain felt tenu-
ous. I had pushed through physical restric-
tions for many of my 50 years, adopting the 
“suck it up, Buttercup” philosophy, and felt 
committed to doing this process differently 
– slowly and carefully. But how? What did 
that look like in a rehabilitation gym envi-
ronment? This was completely new to me.

And then Bert arrived. I observed her 
confidently approach her trainer and give an 
overview. “My hip is a little tight today and 
my shoulder hurts. I’m not sure what I did to 
it but it aches.” No whining. A simple update 
and then onto the workout. Later I heard her 
stating that a particular movement didn’t 
feel good. With the activity adjusted slightly 
she finished strong and without incident.

An inspiring approach
Bert admits that she does everything fast, 
something I observed as she whipped 
dumbbells up to her bicep and back down 
as if extinguishing flames on her upper 
arm. She raced the stationary bike with 
vigor worthy of the Tour de France yellow 
jersey. And apparently she flies around her 
house, too. Well, she used to.

In April of 2013, Bert picked up a wet 
carpet from her deck and quickly shoved 
her feet into slippers as she hoisted the 
soppy mat. On her way to the garage she 
grabbed a bag of insulation she had earlier 
stuffed. Why make two trips? Somewhere 
between the step down and the slip-on 
shoes she lost her grip and hit the concrete 
floor hip first, cracking the ball of the joint. 
“But if it wasn’t for the bag of insulation, 

I would have broken my arm and maybe 
my shoulder, too. God was looking out for 
me,” she declared – not a surprising view 
from a woman of strong faith.

And so she ended up in rehabilitation 
to strengthen her injured leg and catch 
the vision for increasing bone density 
through weight-bearing exercise. And can 
she bear weight! For months I watched 
this sprite hoist a barbell with poundage 
I only dreamed of lifting. And she does it 
with flare.

When a trainer handed Bert a metal bar 
with an elongated M-shape and asked her to 
curl it up to her chest she brightly replied, 
“Time to wrestle the steer.” When told it is 
burpee time she politely responds, “Excuse 
me, I need to go burp.” I now also “feed 
the chickens” with a cable-pull like her 
and we’ve even “chopped wood” together.

In my early gym days the anesthetic fog 
from my eight-hour surgery messed with 
my memory so I repeatedly asked how 
many reps to do or which leg to extend 
with which arm. One day, my face must 
have shown my embarrassment when I got 
wrong the foot/hand combination, again. 
Bert grinned and said, “Don’t worry. Just 
use your other left foot.”

Inspired by this spry woman’s approach I 
tentatively found my way with new training 
programs among unfamiliar machines and 
safely pushed my body beyond any goal 
I’d dreamed possible. She often catches my 
eye and winks, asking, “We’re having fun, 
aren’t we?” Yes, indeed we are. Who knew 
exercise could be such a delight?

Simple heroes
Each Thursday I watch the door as I begin 
my routine in hope that Bert will trot in 
sporting her black Lulu Lemon-style tights, 
gray sweatshirt, lightly salted black hair 
styled perfectly and two gold chains around 
her neck. She isn’t afraid to show up with 
rings on two fingers, one symbolizing her 
53-year marriage and the other just because 
it’s lovely. Her pretty bracelet jangles over 
her practical watch. I suspect the gym is 

not the only place this classy woman is 
hardworking.

Bert tells me her work ethic devel-
oped early. Born on a farm in Quinton, 
Saskatchewan, she milked cows daily 
and helped her mother catch and pluck 
chickens to serve for lunch. She learned 
to garden and can fruits and vegetables 
and jokes about how all of their food was 
organic back then. “Wholesome living,” 
she summarizes.

After describing her schedule to me re-
cently – which includes doing all the book-
keeping for their four companies, serving 
on a scholarship committee and helping 
with lunches for funerals at her church – 
Bert commented with a knowing twinkle, 
“We don’t live like we’re in our 80s.”

Once our shared warm-up is over we 
part ways and take up our individual pro-
grams. At times I sit on the bike willing one 
leg to drive the pedal down. And then the 
other. I’m tempted to quit and say I’m too 
tired today. And then I look over and see 
Bert back on the treadmill, running. She has 
turned the pace up and could be rounding 
the third curve of an 800-meter race. Yes, 
I can push to my goal.

Sometime heroes wear capes and fly. 
Sometimes they perform great acts of res-
cue or service. And sometimes they simply 
show up in life, being who they are and 
inspiring others to be better human beings. 
When I grow up, I want to be just like Bert, 
a quintessential Canadian hero. 

While the tenacity of the historical Famous Five is admirable, Emily Murphy believed 
that our Canada was full of a "great race of women" who were perfectly adapted to make 
a great country.
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Sometimes heroes show up as ordinary individuals.
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‘Sugaring’

Second Thoughts
Kathy Vandergrift

Second            Thoughts

Taste & See
Monica deRegt

Kathy Vandergrift

Joy & Grace The power 
of story

There’s much ado about 
Canada’s 150th celebration, 
marking the initial federation 
of four provinces coming 
together in 1867. In the past, 
our family has attended the 

Canada Day party in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
in particular to enjoy the cake parade. Yes, 
the town builds a gigantic cake, and soldiers 
from Fort George escort it down Queen 
Street. The parade ends in Simcoe Park 
with the singing of our national anthem and 
cake-eating.

Lately, I am hearing much about CBC’s 
national storytelling project, What’s Your 
Story? Listeners are encouraged to share 
their experiences as Canadians with the 
national audience. These stories are relayed 
as part of a virtual verbal quilt that, when 
told, will hopefully represent the diversity 
and beauty of Canada. 

The power of story cannot be denied; 
everyone loves a good story. Storytelling 
has a way of conquering the fear of the 
unfamiliar that otherwise often threatens to 
divide us. Stories told become our collective 
and collaborative history. Yet the stories of 
Canadians aren’t all filled with happy endings. 

In 1867, Canada officially formed 
a federation. Shortly after Canada also 
officially formed residential schools for 
“Indians” and asylums for the “insane.” 
Aside from canoes, mountains, and maple 
syrup, Canada’s history also includes the 
darker stories of cultural (mis)appropriation 
and eugenics. Residential schools, insane 
asylums and internment camps are stories 
that also need to be told. Are we ready to 
hear those too?

If you want to find grace in a culture that 
is constantly devouring itself alive, if you 
want to live in hope and not fear, you have 
to tell the truth and declare your fragility. 

–  Ian Brown, Canadian author and 
journalist

Ten years ago, Ryerson University 
created an exhibit that told through various 
artifacts, journals and collections the history 
of disability in Canada. Out From Under 
sought to display and tell the hidden stories 
of disability in Canada. 

Parts of this display include pictures of 
“feeble-minded” girls from Canada’s Mental 
Hygiene campaign from 1924 and a suitcase 
from a seven year old named James who was 
sent to live in an institution. It’s a compelling 
exhibit that is available online (ryerson.ca/
ofu/index.html).

It’s hard to hear those stories. Who 
likes to hear a story that makes them feel 
uncomfortable? I was struck with this 
question when I spoke at the Disability 
Concerns conference earlier this year. People 
in our churches and in our communities carry 

some difficult stories that need to be told, 
but there’s not always a receptive audience. 

I love hearing the Old Testament story 
of how the Israelites were instructed to 
set up stones as a reminder to share the 
testimony of God’s faithfulness. The stones 
were to serve as visible prompts. Certainly, 
the story of God’s faithfulness with the 
Israelites was filled with both wonder and 
sorrow. Are we telling our collective story of 
God’s faithfulness through our personal and 
corporate histories of failure and success? 
Do we give each other space to share the 
painful pieces?

Rachel and Janneke, with all their complex 
needs and disabilities have created chapters of 
incredible grit and growth in our family. The 

girls are also evidence of a slowly changing 
national perspective on disability. When 
I watch Rachel interact with her peers at 
Beacon Christian, I don’t take for granted 
that she is alongside her typically developing 
peers. When I talk with staff at Niagara 
Children’s Centre School about Janneke’s 
abilities, I don’t take for granted their love 
and determination that demonstrates a vision 
of Janneke some day participating with her 
typically developing peers.

However you choose to celebrate Canada’s 
150th – with a cake parade, fireworks, 
or a camping trip – look for the stories. 
Together, we can testify to both the growth 
and grit that has shaped us collectively, and 
we have the potential to experience a sweeter 
and stronger collaborative community. 

We human beings are all fundamentally 
the same. We all belong to a common, 
broken humanity. We all have wounded, 
vulnerable hearts. Each one of us needs 
to feel appreciated and understood; we 
all need help. 
–  Jean Vanier,  Canadian author, 

philosopher and passionate advocate 
for humanity and truth 

Sara Pot lives in St. Catharines, Ont. with 
her handsome husband, four daughters and 
their golden doodle, Luna. 

Maple Apple Crumble

5 apples; peeled, cored and sliced
⅔ cup maple syrup
½ cup butter
½ brown sugar
¾ cup flour
Pinch of salt
¾ cup rolled or quick oats 
(not steel-cut)

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees Fahrenheit. 
2. Place apples in an 8x8 inch baking dish. Pour the maple syrup over the 

apples, toss to coat. In a bowl, cream together the butter and brown sugar. 
Stir in the flour, salt and oats. Sprinkle this mixture over the apples and 
press down.

3. Bake for 45-50 minutes or until golden and bubbly and apples are tender.

“It is the sweet, simple 
things of life that are 
the real ones, after all.”  
– Laura Ingalls Wilder

Is there anything more 
Canadian than maple syrup? It is often said 
that the taste of it cannot be described, its 
distinct flavour so unique that it doesn’t 
resemble any other flavour on earth. As a 
nation we may identify ourselves by the 
maple leaf, but the leaf is only a symbol of 
the true value of the mighty maple – the secret 
treasure of liquid gold that flows within. 

Simple research quickly reveals several 
well-known truths and interesting facts 
about maple trees and the syrup-making 
process;  some of these offer a compelling 
comparison to many truths about the 
Christian life as well, a fitting reminder as 
we celebrate Canada’s 150th.
•  A maple tree is not mature enough to 

tap, or give of it’s sap, until it reaches 
approximately 40 years. Tapping a young 
tree is dangerous because it runs the risk 
of killing the tree. The maturity of the 
tree determines when it is ready to to be 
tapped.

•  The sap does not flow fast out of the tree; 
in fact sometimes it merely drips. Patience 
and time are needed, and the process can’t 
be rushed.

•  It takes about 40 litres of sap to make one 
litre of maple syrup – this “sugaring” takes 
time and a lot of work; it involves intense 
heat and a whole lot of steam.

•  Sugar maples require a cold season 

including many weeks of below-zero 
temperatures to convert starch stores 
into sucrose. What may seem like harsh 
conditions actually trigger the physical 
and chemical processes that create the 
sweet, nourishing sap that the tree needs 
to survive and to produce syrup for us 
to enjoy!

•  Maple syrup was the main sweetener 
used by early colonists because sugar 
was highly taxed and very expensive. 
Over time, many substitutes have been 
developed using high fructose corn syrup, 
cellulose gum, and caramel coloring; 
these products barely even resemble the 
taste of pure maple syrup and have little 
or no nutritional value.

•  According to acadianmaple.com, many 
nutrients are naturally found in pure 
maple syrup, including zinc, potassium, 
manganese, thiamine, calcium, iron, 
magnesium and riboflavin. Zinc is an 
antioxidant and is known to be good for 
heart health. Just a quarter cup serving 
of maple syrup provides 41 percent 
of your daily requirement of zinc and 
also provides 100 percent of your daily 
requirement of manganese

•  The real thing comes with a cost, but has 
infinitely more value. The price of maple 
syrup has climbed 182 percent since the 
end of 1980, more than crude oil and gold.

This dessert crumble is deliciously 
sweet and simple, allowing the maple 
flavour to shine. While the main ingredient 
is costly, it’s worth it! 

Monica deRegt is the Features Editor for Christian Courier and has always wanted to 
try making maple syrup snow taffy.
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Something to 
celebrate

Building a 
bridge from  
Nicaragua to 
the DR

The Dominican Republic 
conjures up images of 
plush resorts in places 
like Punta Cana, where 
tourists come to lounge 
on white sand beaches 

near turquoise waters holding drinks 
with little umbrellas. My recent trip to 
the DR showed me another side of this 
picturesque country as I visited a number 
of fledgling Christian schools which are 
part of COCREF (Colegios Cristianos 
Reformados). This network of 15 
Christian schools seeks to serve roughly 
3,700 children, some of whom are among 
the most neglected children in the DR.

The trip was arranged by EduDeo 
Ministries, an organization I have 
partnered with in previous trips. What 
I encountered in schools in the DR had 
many similarities to what I have witnessed 
elsewhere: schools with computer labs 
cobbled together with modest numbers of 
outdated desktop computers running with 
an unreliable power grid. In fact, only 
three out of the 15 schools had computers 
for their students, and those that did had 
only a handful of working computers to 
serve large classes of students. I shared 
a saying with the teachers who nodded 
in agreement: “talent is universal; 
opportunity is not.”

One of the purposes of the trip was to 
introduce the Dominican teachers to a 
nifty little computer called the “Raspberry 
Pi.” This device, targeted to hobbyists,  
is about the size of a deck of cards and  
can run a full desktop operating system. 
Previously we have piloted the Raspberry 
Pi in Nicaragua and Zambia where it has 
proven to be an appropriate technology 
for schools in developing countries. The 
Raspberry Pi runs on roughly three Watts 
of power and can be purchased for around 
$70 USD. Because of its size, it can be 
easily shipped overseas. It has no fans or 
moving parts, and instead of a hard drive 
it uses a single microSD card for storage. 
It runs a version of the Linux operating 
system and includes a wide variety of 
open source educational programs.

Human networks
What was special about this service 

trip is that EduDeo arranged for a 
Nicaraguan teacher, Rafael, to join me in 
the DR. Rafael had participated in prior 
workshops in Nicaragua, dating back to 
2010. He has since taken up a leadership 
position in a group called RedProCom, 
a network of Nicaraguan Christian 
computer teachers who gather regularly 
to encourage and share materials with 
each other. Rafael has had firsthand 
experience with the Raspberry Pi in 
Nicaragua, a context similar to the DR. 

What is more, Rafael’s native tongue is 
Spanish enabling him to speak unhindered 
with the DR teachers (whereas I required 
a local translator). Together, Rafael and I 
led a three and a half day workshop with 
roughly 10 Dominican teachers.

We brought 40 Raspberry Pi’s and 
distributed eight to each of five schools 
among the workshop participants. If this 
pilot project proves successful, we hope 
to work with EduDeo to help provide 
more Raspberry Pi’s to the other 10 
Christian schools in the DR which do 
not currently have computers for their 
students.

The other main purpose for the 
workshop was to share how a Christian 
worldview relates to education and 
computer technology. Although we were 
eager to introduce the Raspberry Pi, we 
took care not to promote the notion that 
the answer to challenges in education and 
poverty is technology and information. 
Instead, we explored a Christian 
perspective of technology which was 
eagerly received and appreciated by the 
teachers.

The workshop ended with the 
Dominican teachers connecting with the 
group of Nicaraguan teachers through a 
video conference link. The Nicaraguan 
teachers shared their experiences with the 
Raspberry Pi and how they have grown in 
understanding about faith and technology. 
The Nicaraguan teachers kindly offered 
to act as a resource for the Dominican 
teachers as they move forward. The video 
conference ended with a Nicaraguan teacher 
offering a prayer for the DR teachers, a 
fitting example of concretely connecting 
faith and technology by using it to reach 
out to help and care for our neighbours. 

Derek Schuurman has recently accepted a 
new position as a professor of computer 
science at Calvin College and will soon 
be leaving his home and native land for 
Grand Rapids.
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At the checkout I noticed a 
basketful of stylized maple 
leaf pins, commemorating 
Canada’s 150th birthday. 

“Amazing,” I said to the 
clerk. “I remember when 

Canada turned 100. We had a similar 
maple leaf symbol back then. Suddenly I 
feel old.” She smiled sympathetically. She 
hadn’t even been born in 1967.

In Canada’s centennial year I was a 
grade five student. That year we had a 
young teacher from Liverpool, England. 
She wore stylish clothing and spoke with 
the coolest accent, like the Beatles. She 
brought me C.S. Lewis, poetry and big 
words. 

I recall seeing Miss Byrne angry just 
once. She left us alone for a few minutes, 
only to return and find the portrait of 
Queen Elizabeth covered in spit balls. No 
one would identify the perpetrators, so our 
punishment was a class “20/20” – 20 words 
to be written out 20 times each. Seizing 
the teachable moment, she assigned words 
like disrespectful, vandalism, allegiance 
and monarchy.

We began each school day by singing 
God Save the Queen, followed by The 
Lord’s Prayer and then O Canada. (It 
didn’t become our official national anthem 
until 1980.)

Beside the Queen’s portrait hung three 
flags – the Union Jack, signifying loyalty 
to the Commonwealth; the Ontario 
provincial flag – an updated version of 
the Red Ensign; and the newly adopted 
Canadian flag – the Maple Leaf. It was 
introduced in 1965 by Prime Minister 
Lester Pearson under some controversy.  
Our neighbours from Great Britain 
referred to the new flag as “Pearson’s 
dishrag.”  I thought it was quite pretty.

Pearson tendered his resignation in 
1967, soon to be replaced by one Pierre 
Trudeau. The rest, as they say, is history.

God keep our land
Speaking of Maple Leafs – 1967 was the 
last time the hockey team by that name 
won the Stanley Cup. I remember the 
series well. I had an older friend (age 12), 
who cheered for the Habs. More to assert 
my independence than anything else, I 
became a Leafs fan. When they won the 
cup that year she stopped talking to me for 
the whole summer.

Montreal did achieve worldwide 
acclaim for hosting the World’s Fair – 
Expo 67. The city also made headlines 
after the visit of French president Charles 
de Gaulle and his infamous quote: Vive le 
Quebec libre! Francophones loved it. The 
rest of Canada, not so much.

In those days you could easily tell a 
Chevy from a Ford from a Chrysler. I fell 

in love with the ’67 Camaro. To this day 
the mere sight of one makes me sigh.

My friends and I were also totally 
enamoured by The Monkees. We watched 
the show faithfully every week and played 
their records (those are vinyl disc things) 
until they were practically worn out. I can 
still sing most of their songs verbatim. 
Oddly enough, no one ever asks me to.

Important stuff was going on in my life 
back then too – more than I realized. I had 
neighbours who took me to church, public 
school teachers who read Bible stories and 
prayed, and church volunteers who worked 
tirelessly with me through numerous kids’ 
programs. 

One day a man from the Gideons visited 
our classroom. Every year they gave out 
New Testaments and Psalms to grade five 
students. To honour Canada’s centennial, 
our books had gold covers. He explained 
how this was God’s word, showed us how 
it was laid out and then pointed to a page at 

the back where we could sign our names. 
“But only,” he stressed, “Only if you want 
to ask the Lord into your heart.”

I signed mine that evening. Then I read 
it with a flashlight under the covers.

Fifty years have passed. Queen 
Elizabeth II is still the reigning monarch. 
There’s another Trudeau at the helm of 
our country. Science and technology have 
wrought incredible changes. Some of what 
was science fiction back then has become 
daily reality now. 

But the words of Psalm 72 still stand 
– whether we acknowledge it or not – 
"[Christ] shall have dominion from sea to 
sea. . . . All nations will be blessed through 
him". Canadians have much to be thankful 
for, much to celebrate, not the least of which 
is the freedom and faith to sing, “God keep 
our land glorious and free!” 

Heidi Vanderslikke is a freelance writer who 
lives with her husband on a farm in Mapleton 
Township, Ont. 

2017 workshop participants.
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In the summer of 1965 I 
was a 16-year-old farm 
lad working in building 
construction during the 
day and helping with farm 
chores before and after 

work. All of eastern Ontario was suffering 
from three very dry summers and many 
farmers had expensive hay shipped in from 
southern Ontario. 

That August the Ontario Milk Marketing 
Board was created – now the Dairy Farmers 
of Ontario. I remember it well. Bill Stewart, 
the Ontario Minister of Agriculture from 
1961 to 1975, was the most influential 
person involved. Many farmers milking 
a small herd quit as they didn’t like the 
idea of a marketing board and quota. My 
father wasn’t happy either. The milk quota 
was based on the previous 12 months of 
shipping milk. But because 1963 and ‘64 
were very dry summers, pastures were dried 
up early, hay was scarce and milk production 
suffered. The quota we were issued meant 
my father had to sell cows and heifers at 
depressed prices. Prices were very low due 
to the drought. There were a few lean years. 

However, prior to 1965 there was a lot of 
chaos for milk shippers. Most farmers will 
agree that the creation and existence of the 
Ontario Milk Marketing Board has been the 
salvation of all milk producers in Ontario.

Supply systems
In 1970 my father and I bought a bigger 
farm that had a fluid (table milk) contract. 
I quit the construction job and farmed full 
time, expanding the operation to 400 tillable 
acres. Buying milk quota turned out to be 
an excellent investment. I ran the dairy farm 
until retiring from it in 1998. 

In 1970, the National Milk Marketing 
Plan came into effect to control supply, with 
the federal government and the governments 
of Ontario and Quebec signing on. By 1974 
every province except Newfoundland had 
joined. Following dairy, a national supply 
management system was implemented for 
eggs in 1972, turkey in 1974, chicken in 
1978 and chicken hatching eggs in 1986.

Supply management is the mechanism by 
which milk, poultry, turkey and egg farmers 
in Canada adjust their production (done 
by the board) in order to meet consumer 
needs. Products are mainly intended for the 
domestic market and not as exports. 

De-regulation
Supply management has been given a bad 
rap by some academics and politicians. 
Prime Minister Trudeau said it well in a 
recent interview after President Trump’s 
attack on supply management: “Every 
country protects its agricultural industries. 
We have a supply management system that 
works well here in Canada. The Americans 

and other countries choose to subsidize to 
the tune of millions of dollars, if not billions, 
their agriculture industries, including their 
dairy.”

Conservative MP Maxime Bernier thinks 
that milk, eggs and chicken will be much 
cheaper for consumers if Canada get rids of 
the supply-managed sector. 

Large supermarkets in the U.S. sell milk 
as a loss-leader, especially in the border areas 
to attract Canadian shoppers. The U.S. is 
awash in milk but it’s not going at bargain 
prices elsewhere. 

If Canada does ever scrap its supply-
managed system, which isn’t likely, and 
dairy farmers can produce all the milk they 
want, the stores would simply charge what 
the consumer would pay. And it wouldn’t 
matter what the farmers were paid for their 
product. Isn’t that the way it goes with beef 
and pork that are not supply managed?

Bernier said supply management could be 
wound down with a multi-year phase-out of 
the quota system and the import restrictions 
that protect it.

He said a “temporary levy” on food 
products could be used to raise funds to 
compensate farmers for the cost of their lost 
quota. A levy would increase the store price 
of milk.

France, Germany, Belgium, Australia, 
New Zealand, Ireland, Iceland have all de-
regulated and right now they are all giving 
money to their farmers to preserve their 
national dairy industry, according to Isabelle 
Bouchard, a spokesperson for the Dairy 
Farmers of Canada.

Happy Canada Day! Hurrah for Canada’s 
supply managed system. 

Meindert van der Galien operates a cash-
crop farm growing oats, wheat, corn and 
soybeans at Renfrew, Ont.

Suzanne Armstrong 

As Canada celebrates a 
milestone birthday, farmers 
a re  a l so  ce lebra t ing 
Agriculture 150 and all 

the changes and innovations 
that have made Canadian farming what it 
is today. One cannot understand farming 
in Canada without recognizing the impact 
of Dutch Canadian farmers. Many arrived 
in a major wave of immigration following 
the Second World War, when Canada 
was in need of agricultural labour and the 
Netherlands was undertaking the arduous 
process of rebuilding. In time, these 
immigrants were able to settle and establish 
farming businesses of their own. Now 
second and third generations descended 
from those immigrants continue to run 
prosperous farming businesses.

It was not only as farmers that these 
immigrants came to Canada but also as 
faithful Christians. Many who chose to 
make Canada their home were from Neo-
Calvinist denominations. The Christian 
Farmers Federation of Ontario (CFFO) was 
created thanks to the effort and vision of 
Dutch Neo-Calvinist farmers who settled 
in Ontario. It continues to be active in 
agriculture today. CFFO membership now 
consists of a diverse group of Christians, 
mainly Protestants, but also Catholics, and 
Orthodox, significantly of Dutch descent, 
but now from a plurality of backgrounds. 

Key issues
At first glance, the CFFO might look like 
an anachronistic Dutch pillar organization 
transplanted here in Canada. However, 
the Dutch seed of a Christian farming 
organization planted and growing in 
Canadian “soil” has prospered and created 
something special to Ontario. The strong 
faith and Christian vision of sphere 
sovereignty brought over by these original 
immigrants continues today in the work of 
the organizations they founded, including 
Christian Reformed Church congregations, 
Christian schools, Christian publications 
and political parties, and the CFFO. Indeed 
when they founded the CFFO in 1954 these 
immigrants were recreating in Canada a 
religiously based farming organization 
similar to one from the Netherlands. 

Through active engagement to bring 
Christian principles and a Christian 
voice into agricultural policy making, 
the CFFO has grown beyond its Dutch 
roots and created a place for itself within 
the conversation on agricultural issues 
in Canada. Christian principles of the 
importance of family and caring for 
creation were expressed in CFFO’s 
longtime focus on North American debates 
about the importance of the family farm 

and adapting the Christian concept of 
stewardship to address care for creation 
in farming. 

Growth
The CFFO has changed over the decades. 
By the 1970s, the CFFO hired and sustained 
full-time staff Elbert van Donkersgoed and 
Martin Oldengarm, who were key staff and 
leaders for the CFFO for over three decades. 
Membership grew through the 1980s as 
faithful farmers saw the value of sustaining 
a strong Christian voice on agricultural 
issues. In the 1990s government legislation 
meant many more farmers chose to support 
CFFO’s vision. Today CFFO has 21 local 
districts across all the arable regions of 
the province. Clarence Nywening, current 
CFFO President, has recently been involved 
in issues such as the representation of 
growers in negotiating fair pricing, and 
speaking to the media about the impact of 
animal activism on family farmers. 

Farmers today can manage more animals 
and acres with ever-improving methods 
and technology, which makes for greater 
economic prosperity for all Canadians. 
This has also resulted in fewer farmers 
across the country, which also means far 
fewer Canadians have direct contact with 
farming in their day-to-day lives, and few 
know farmers personally. 

High standards
This is creating new challenges for farmers 
as they seek to help the broader public 
understand the benefits of modern farming, 
the high standards of environmental and 
animal care that Canadian farmers meet 
and exceed every day, and the various 
economic systems that Canadians have 
put in place to ensure farmers are able to 
receive a fair price for the good food they 
produce. Christian principles that CFFO 
has supported for years such as good land 
stewardship, care for animals, fair pricing 
to sustain family livelihood, and respect for 
government all continue to be relevant in 
the new challenges that arise in agricultural 
policy making today. 

Suzanne Armstrong is Director of Research 
and Policy at the Christian Farmers 
Federation of Ontario, an organization she 
studied for her PhD.
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Peter Schuurman

While he understands “claiming reli-
gious persecution unnecessarily will not 
help the cause” the book has recurring 
moments where he could be accused of 
scaremongering. It’s telling that, in sub-
sequent interviews Dreher regrets the 
“occasionally ‘shrill’ tone” of his book. 
He wishes he could have captured more 
of the “place of quiet and contemplation 
and kindness” that he has experienced in 
BenOp communities.

Calvin College professor Jamie Smith 
calls Dreher a friend but has little good to 
say about his friend’s book. In a Comment 
review, Smith offers the model of St. 
Augustine’s repeated instruction to St. 
Boniface, a Roman general and governor 
in North Africa, to remain at his post rather 
than enlist in a monastery. He echoes the 
Reformational vision to pursue one’s call-
ing in the marketplace, and he characteriz-
es Dreher’s “BenOp” as a “council of de-
spair” based in a politics of resentment and 
alarmism. Rather than take his cue from an 
elaborated Biblical and theological vision 
for mission, Dreher’s advice to “head for 
the hills” arises from a cultural analysis 
patterned after a fundamentalist-like isola-
tionism: sanctification by separation.

In effect, Dreher’s proposal is at heart 
reactionary rather than missional, and begs 
the question: if the culture is too hostile 
now, how will such hostility be mitigated 
if Christians drift aside in their communal 
arks? What will make the flood waters re-
cede so Christians may return? Smith sug-
gests rather hopefully that “the clamour of 
opposition to Christianity” may just be “a 
mask for the hunger that is already there,” 
and so “we have before us the glorious op-
portunity to inject a new dimension of love 
into the veins of our civilization.” So stay 
the course.

Too polemical to be Canadian
This also begs the question: is “post-
Christian culture” as debauched as Dreher 
claims? There is a growing literature on 
“post-secular” society and that offers a 
more hopeful future for Christians. It ap-
pears Dreher has bought into the secu-
larization myth, a theory that was all the 
rage with secular sociologists up until 
the 1980s, at which point they suddenly 
noticed Islam, charismatic Christianity 
and the explosion of the Christian South 
in Africa, Asia and South America. 
Sociologist Rodney Stark’s seminal article 
“Secularization, R.I.P” (1999) and Peter 
Berger’s book entitled Desecularization in 

the same year suggest secularity is a vocal 
minority – perched in the academy, media 
and certain political parties.

Not that things are all chipper for 
Christian formation. Young people are 
leaving the church and “religious nones” 
are the fastest growing “religious” group 
in North America. Orthodox believers 
who work in medicine, higher education 
and the arts will constantly feel the chill 
of secular disdain and censure if they re-
veal their faith. There is a crisis, but we 
must remember it was God who sent the 
flood, not the secular left of Noah’s day, 
and God promised he would never send 
a flood again. Ironically, it’s the rainbow 
that offers us hope to stay engaged with 
our prodigal culture.

Dreher’s plan betrays a cultural polar-
ization and polemics characteristic of the 
U.S. While Canada is more secularized 
in many ways, and one might argue that 
public institutions are more hostile to 
Christianity up here, the feelings of being 
persecuted may not be as acute. We have 
been a marginalized voice for a longer 
period of time and have not had the pre-
tense of a Moral Majority. So we don’t 
carry the same sense of failure, loss and 
embarrassment. Immigrant Christians, 
whether Dutch or otherwise, don’t feel the 

loss of power and privilege that Dreher as-
sumes for (mostly white) evangelicals in 
the States.

Dreher’s Option – and an option it must 
remain – can sound like fearful retreat from 
the public arena at a time when Reformed 
scholars are pressing for a public theol-
ogy based in a robust Christian subculture. 
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Discover hundreds of creative, practical 

ideas for building faith through worship, 

education, small groups, and family life.

crcna.org/FaithFormation

Christian Reformed Church

Faith Formation
Ministries
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Trailer for Sale
   

Vacation House for Rent
Ft Myers pool home for rent by 

the week or month, October – May  
905-630-6711   

    

Vacation

Little Europe Resort: Trailer
35 feet, laminate flooring. Beach view, very 
large screened in deck. Roof over all. Bunkie 
with 2 double beds. 2 tool sheds. Many extras. 

905-581-0804

Sietse (John) VanderBoom 
March 28, 1921 - April 14, 2017 

Our loving and precious father passed away 
in Hamilton, Ontario 

on Good Friday at the age of 96.
He was born in Leeuwarden, Friesland NL. Si-
etse and Joukje (Kooistra) immigrated in 1951 
and moved from Brockville to Toronto in 1953. 
He was the Executive Director of the Canadian 
Home Bible League for over 25 years until his 
retirement. 
Our dad was an energetic man with an out-
going personality. His family lovingly teased 
him that he was both a bulldozer and the 
Energizer bunny.  
Sietse and Jo were married for over 60 
years until Jo's  death in 2007.  
They are survived by Theodore & Renee, 
Christine & Jim, Margaret & Jack and by 12 
grandchildren and 19 great-grandchildren. 
We will miss him dearly, as will his very 
close friend Jean Jennings of Hamilton.
Correspondence: Theo Vander Boom
                 4160 Poplar Springs Court
                 Norcross, Georgia
                 USA  30092

Marinus Johannes Jansen
Long-time resident of 

Richmond Hill and owner of 
Richview Nursery. 

John Jansen passed 
away peacefully March 31st, 

2017 at home. 

Beloved husband of Sylvia. 

Good father of Ingrid (Patrick) Sayers, Mary 
Ann (Rudy) Dietrich and Henny Jansen. 

Opa of Jimmy (Erica), Alex (Julie), Sonja and 
Jessica. 
John emigrated from Holland in 1950s.  
During his life with Sylvia he was a found-
ing member of Landscape Ontario, Ontario 
Flower Growers, and LOFORNA The Rod and 
Gun Club. 
Longstanding member of the Christian Re-
formed Church, at times an Elder or Deacon,
and loved singing in the Crusaders Male Choir. 
John worked closely with the Horticultural 
Society and Parks Department providing 
the baskets and barrels for the streets of 
Richmond Hill for many years. The Horticul-
tural Society expressed their appreciation a 
few years ago by making him an Honorary 
member. He was easy to love and greatly 
respected wherever he went. 
He will be sorely missed.
Correspondence: S. Jansen

303 - 400 William Granham Dr
Aurora ON  L4G 1L7

Joe and Janny Gerrits 
60th Anniversary 

...Zacchaeus, come down immediately. 
I must stay at your house today. Luke 19 vs. 5.

With this verse as a guide, Jesus Christ was estab-
lished as a permanent guest in the new home and 
family of Joe and Janny Gerrits on June 21, 1957.

Mom and Pa, Thank you. Thank you for dedication 
and commitment to God, each other, and your 
family. You provided us a firm foundation on which 
to build our lives, with love as the mortar.You 
allowed us a true sense of security with room to 
grow as individuals.Through you, God has truly 
blessed our family, and those blessings continue 
through generations.

With undying love and gratitude from your children: 
John & Kathy, Brent & Susan, Marilyn & Jeff, Ed, 
Mark & Colleen, Ian & Sharon, Bryce & Nektaria. 
Grandkids: Caleb, Kevlyn, Tristan, Janine, Josh, 
Brennan, Brianna, Curt, Rachel, Millan, Mika, Estee, 
Tavish, Courtney, Willem, Anneke, Ryker, Athan, 
Piers. Great-grandkids: Andre, Jax.

Address: 60 Anderson Blvd 
               Kentville NS  B4N 5H2

Dr. H. Smitskamp gleaned from the publications 
of Groen van Prinsterer ideas and principles that 
will encourage responsible citizenship. They are 
universal principles applicable for Canada and other 
nations in the world. This translation is dedicated 
to Canadians celebrating their sesquicentennial as 
well as to other world citizens.

Pre-Publication Order
A Nation Founded on Rock or 
Sand: Groen van Prinsterer 
For Today will be published 
summer, 2017 in paperback. 
A suitable resource for citi-
zens group discussions. 

Yes, I want to understand the 
foundation of my nation. 

To order, email harmennow@gmail.com or mail in 
your order, along with your payment and your infor-
mation (name and complete mailing address) to: 

A Nation Founded
1683 S. River Rd, 

Kemptville ON  K0G 1J0 
Canada.

# Copies $ Each
1 $20
2–6 $19
7–12 $18
13–18 $17
19–24 $19
25 + $16

Maranatha hoMes
Living independently in 

Christian community

Maranatha Homes, located in south Burlington near 
many amenities, is a place where Christian seniors 
can enjoy independent living in community with others.

• Reasonable rent rates at $850 per month
• Newly renovated units  
• Award winning architectural design
• Well maintained building and grounds
• No condo fees or utility bills

All this and more make Maranatha Homes an attrac-
tive and affordable accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact: 
Rosanne van der Woerd 

109-3260 New St., Burlington ON L7N 3L4
  Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com  

Ph:905-681-0311

Obituaries Anniversaries Book

MARANATHA 
GARDENS 
Aging in Place Christian Community.
Maranatha Gardens
Investment Opportunity
Located on New Street in Burlington 
beside Maranatha Homes. Offering 
promissory notes at 4%.
For further information:

Hank Gelderman • 905-546-6736
hgelderman@gelderman.com
John Glasbergen • 289-260-1739
jjglasbergen@sympatico.ca

Gerrit and Maja Tenyenhuis
With thankfulness to God, we the 
family join our parents and grand-
parents in celebrating 50 years of 

marriage. (June 21, 1967) 
All are welcome to attend a time of 

worship at 1:30 p.m., followed by an 
open house from 2–4 p.m., 

Saturday, June 24, 2017, 
in Canard Community Church, 
1315 Hwy 341, Upper Canard, Kings Co., N.S.

Best wishes only please.
Address: 281 Main Street,
               Kentville NS B4N 1K3

FRISIAN PICNIC
July 1, 2017 at 11 a.m. 

Paris ON
The 51st Annual Frisian Picnic 

Pinehurst Lake Conservation Area
    468 Pinehurst Rd., Ayr, Ontario

Information e-mail: 
fryskedei@hotmail.com

or call 905-768-5402
Come join us for a fun day out!  

See job ads p. 19

Holiday accommodation
 in Holland

with vehicle rentals, tours.  
www.chestnutlane.nl

A NATION FOUNDED

 ON ROCK OR SAND
  Groen Van Prinsterer For Today

H. Smitskamp

Translated & Edited by Harmen BoersmaTranslated & Edited by Harmen Boersma
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BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  1 Keefer Road

St. Catharines ON  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church St.  St. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

hulseandenglish.com
 Holly Rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
E-mail: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.
The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME Inc.
287 STATION ST., SMITHVILLE, ONT.  L0R 2A0

Tel. 905-957-7031 • FAX 905-957-1371
1-800-461-9498

E-mail: merrittfuneralhome@sympatico.ca
www.merritt-fh.com

Serving families for four generations since 1921

Thomas C. Merritt
Managing Funeral Director

GARY VAN EYK CPA,CMA 
  Chartered Professional Accountant

  Accounting - Tax - Financial Consulting
50 Lakeport Rd., Ste 201
St. Catharines ON L2N 4P7

Ph: 905-646-7331 
Fax: 905-646-0951

E-mail: gary@garyvaneyk.ca

   Call CSS today to explore options which 
are best for you!

Free Impartial and Professional Service

Planning Your Gift to Charity?

40 years of trusted service ... connecting Donors, Charities & Ministries

1-800-267-8890 x217 | info@csservices.ca
www.csservices.ca

“...serving Christian   
Reformed churches and 
Christian schools since  

1970"     

Your funds will be invested in Christian Reformed 
Church and Christian school building projects in Canada.

Rates to June 30 2017.
We pay 2.4% on CRC deposits.

Earn approx. 3% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 
 Write:  Christian Reformed Extension Fund
    45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207    Fax:  416-465-6367       

   s   47 YEARS OF SERVICE  s COMMERCIAL PROPERTY  
  PRIVATE SALE       

36 Secord Dr., St.Catharines
  Lot size: 62' x 120'

2 story building: approx. 3900 sq. ft
Will lease back some of the space.

If Interested contact: Baldwin Verstraete
416-969-8100 or 

Email: aurora@verstraete.com

Pauline Schuringa
paulineschuringa@gmail.com

George Kloet
george@georgekloet.com

Plan a successful vacation at our resort 
known for its Dutch  Hospitality. Reason-
able rates for cottage rentals. Excellent for 
camping, swimming and fishing (ideal for 
group camping). Showers available. “Little 
Europe” is located 10 km. east of 

Hwy 11 on Hwy 118 East, past the Muskoka Airport.
Roel & Riet Bakema    Phone: 705-645-2738

Little Europe Resort
1063 Ashley Lane, RR 3,  Bracebridge ON  P1L 1X1

No pets please    

   Little Europe Resortand Trailer Park
Bracebridge, Muskoka

Offering current and deferred gift 
planning expertise in support of   

our 36 member schools. 

905-769-0798 · 1-877-340-9555 · 235 Queen St. S., Hamilton, ON, L8P 3T1   
christianschoolfoundation.ca · office@christianschoolfoundation.ca  

Charitable Registration # 872708367 RR0001 

Henry J. Koornneef, CFP, CPCA 
Executive Vice President 

For information on sending in your ad, 
please go to our website: 

christiancourier.ca or email 
admin@christiancourier.ca

Next issue dates:
 July 10 & 24

Aug. 28
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Job Opportunities

First CRC in St. Thomas, Ontario 
is seeking to fill a 16-20 hour per week 

position for a 

Worship Coordinator
This position requires music proficiency and 
an ability to plan a variety of worship styles 
in a multi-generational setting within the 
Christian Reformed perspective of Blended 
Worship.  

Interested candidates can visit our 
website at firstcrcstthomas.com/contact-
us/positions.cfm for a more detailed job 

description.  

A cover letter and resume can be emailed 
to firstcrcstthomas@gmail.com 

or by regular mail to 
320 Elm Street, St., 

Thomas ON  N5R 1J7

Full-Time Lead Pastor
Maranatha CRC in Lethbridge is looking 
for a lead pastor to join us in our growing 

community in sunny Southern Alberta.  

Our vibrant, engaged, intergenerational 
community desires to be challenged and 
encouraged to relate our faith to our daily 
lives through solid biblical teaching and 
leadership.  We strive to effectively build 
relationships in our community and be a light 
in our city. 

If you are a compassionate and caring 
person that is excited about equipping the 
next generation and feel a calling to explore 
the opportunity to join us on our faith journey, 
please email us at: 

maranathasearchcomm@gmail.com

Clinton Christian Reformed Church 
located in Clinton, Ontario, Canada seeks a 

highly motivated 

Pastor of Youth 
& Congregational Life 

who has a passion for the ministries of 
youth & pastoral care. This calling includes 
occasional preaching and other possible 
leadership ministries, depending on the inter-
ests and skills of the candidate. Must enjoy 
a cooperative ministry with our lead pastor. 
Ordination required. 

Please visit our church's website for further 
job description at clintonchristianreformed-
church.ca or Amanda at the church office  
519-482-5264.

Zion CRC 
in Oshawa, 

Ontario 
is looking for a 

Pastor. 
Church profile 
& job description available online at 

zioncrc.ca

Immediate Position: 
Part Time Counselor: (8-12 hours)                                                                                                

London (Lambeth), Ontario                      
If you want the opportunity to utilize your skills 

and passions for helping provide hope and healing in the context of a 
soul-caring, professional, Christian community, this job just might be right 
for you. Established in 1990, Christian Counselling Centre is a non-profit 
organization providing care for human souls. Our passion is to help oth-
ers live deeply from their hearts and experience relational transformation. 
Christian Counselling Centre provides Biblically- Based counselling and 
support to individuals and faith communities. Christian Counselling Centre 
also provides various other opportunities for personal growth, deep en-
couragement and Christian spiritual formation. For those wanting to work 
closely in a team setting, we are currently looking to expand our existing 
counseling staff. 

All candidates must:
• Have a Master’s Degree in Counselling, Counselling & Guidance, 

Psychology or other behavioral science from an accredited university.
• Agree with the Statement of Faith of Christian Counselling Centre.
• Have a strong, growing faith in Jesus Christ.
• Be currently involved in a local Christian church community.
• Demonstrate strong organizational skills (detail-oriented)
• Have a working knowledge of Microsoft Office Suite and Client Man-

agement software.

The ideal candidate will also have:
• Experience, education or training in a Biblical counselling model.
• Three or more years of counselling experience.
• Specialty in counselling Sexual Assault victims and younger children 
• Ability to work with men’s issues

If you are interested in applying for this position, please email the follow-
ing information to: info@christiancounsellingcenter.ca

1 – Cover letter and Resume, 2 – Your personal Statement of Faith
We appreciate all applicants’ interest; however, only those selected for an 
interview will be contacted.

LEAD PASTOR OPENING: 
After a period of prayer and re-visioning, 
Ebenezer CRC in Trenton, Ontario is 
ready to put out a call for a Senior Pastor 
to lead and encourage us with new joy 
and enthusiasm into the next chapter of 
our church's life. 

With approximately 300 members, our 
church is situated in the beautiful Bay of 
Quinte area, close to Christian Schools, 
recreational areas, shopping and much 
more. We hope to find a minister with 
10 or more years experience, but will 
consider all applicants. 

Please go to our website at www.ebene-
zercrc.ca to see what we have to offer.

in Burlington, Ontario invites 
applications for the full-time position of 

Principal.
Trinity Christian School is a junior 
kindergarten to grade eight, multi-
denominational Christian school, with 
over 250 students in a new facility.
A detailed job description is available 
on the school’s website at tcsonline.ca. 
Interested candidates should send 
a cover letter, resume, statement of 
faith and their philosophy of Christian 
education to 

jessica.nicholson@tcsonline.ca. 
Applications will be accepted until the 
position is filled.

 Call Today and Discover Life is Better at Evergreen Terrace! 
275 Main Street E • Grimsby • 905-309-7888 • evergreenterrace.ca

Voted No. 1 Diamond Winner  • Christian Community

“Just knowing that we have a complete 
campus of housing and services at our 

doorstep, is our peace of mind!
J.N.D. Resident



Pastor and professor David Fitch argues 
for faithful presence, and Canadian John 
Stackhouse humbly suggests Making the 
Best of It: Following Christ in the Real 
World (2008). It’s a chastened role in the 
thick of cultural disorientation; but it could 
feel familiar. Dreher looks to the late 5th 
century, but the 1st century church was 
also a small, marginalized subculture. It 
had no memory of cultural power, and 
it persisted in proclaiming the peace of 
Christ to all nations.

Mourning lost privilege
Post-Christendom is in part the delib-
erate rejection of the Christian faith as 
an inspiration for cultural life in North 
America. This includes a loss of priv-
ilege, and the concurrent experience of 
being ignored, vilified or misunderstood. 
White Christians like Dreher may need to 
acknowledge a sense of loss, and maybe 
even a perceived hurt. When Steeples Cry: 
Leading Congregations Through Loss and 
Change by Jaco Hamman, a book address-
ing the deep sense of loss experienced in 
the shrinking mainline congregations. He 
hopes to help congregants recognize the 
force of their grief and lead them into 
mourning, which he defines as “the inten-
tional process of letting go relationships, 
dreams and visions as your congregation 
lives into a new identity after the experi-
ence of loss and change.” Mourning, he 

says, is a creative response to grief.
The legalization of same sex marriage 

was the battle of “Waterloo of religious 
conservatism” according to Dreher. He 
uses the phrase “religious conservatism” 
here because conservative Muslims, 
Buddhists, Hindus (and even atheists!) 
would also share his lament. But they are 
never mentioned anywhere in the book. 
The orthodox Jews are presented as a 
model for community and religious educa-
tion, but as Emma Green of The Atlantic 
explains, conservative Christians cannot 
compare their “minority” status and per-
ceived persecution to that of the Jews. 
Conservative Christians come from a 
place of power, a position that has eluded 
Jewish people for two millennia.

Green argues that Dreher’s overstates 
the “catastrophic” nature of the “dis-
ordered sexuality” of our day when he 
predicts that “entire areas of commercial 
and professional life” are now off-limits 
to believers is over-stated. She suspects 
the BenOp is “just as much about getting 
away from gay people as it is affirming the 
tenets of Christianity.” Some will find his 
views the equivalent of racist, she claims, 
and true to his fears, fewer and fewer pub-
lic spaces will be open to his ilk.

Green offers an important question for 
BenOp affiliates: “How should Christians 
be in fellowship with people unlike them – 
including those who feel aggrieved by the 
church and its teaching?” She concludes, 
“Many people, including some Christians, 

feel that knowing, befriending, playing 
with and learning alongside people who 
are different from them adds to their faith, 
not that it threatens it . . . Dreher’s monas-
tery walls may be too high.”

Your salvation depends on your 
neighbour
Leslie Newbigin said our salvation always 
depends on our neighbour – whether in pro-
claiming the gospel to us or in the eschato-
logical teaching that Christ will not return 
until all the nations have received a gos-
pel invitation. I would add that our sanc-
tification depends on constant engage-
ment with our neighbours – they keep us 
accountable and always reforming. Peter 
learned something new by following the 
Spirit to the pagan Cornelius’ home. It is 
only the “unredeemed ego in each of us” 
that prefers a direct relationship with God 
apart from our neighbour. 

At the most secret and central place 
of our being, do we not constantly 
want to be in the position where we 
do not have to be debtor to any other 
man? We ask: ‘Why should I have to 
go there? Why should I have to do 
that? Why should I have to depend 
upon them for the salvation of my 
soul? Cannot God deal with me dir-
ectly without bringing another per-
son, another religion, another culture 
into the business?’ The answer is that 
he can but will not. His purpose is 
precisely to break open that shell of 
egotism in which you are imprisoned 
since Adam first fell and to give you 
back the new nature which is content 
to owe the debt of love to all men. 
And so God deals with us through 
one another (A Faith For This One 
World, 79.)

Rather than turning inward, God calls 
us to be otherwise, to “otherliness,” to 
be cosmopolitan (world citizens) in our 
associations.

Dreher invokes Noah and the flood, 
but I wonder if Dreher himself resembles 
Jonah, running away from the secular, im-
moral Nineveh of the West? He insists that 
the BenOp is ultimately a matter of love 
and engagement and not “a plan for con-
structing communities of the pure, cut off 
from the real world,” but the abundance of 
superlatives like “greatest danger,” “cat-
astrophic” and “a world growing cold, 
dead and dark” are certainly pessimistic, 
suggesting he might have hopped a cargo 
ship to Tarshish. Dreher says in subse-
quent publications that critics like Jamie 
Smith are too optimistic, and fail to recog-
nize the collapse of Christian civilization. 
Someone needs to sound the alarm. “There 
are people alive today who may live to see 
the effective death of Christianity within 
our civilization,” he warns.

He may be right when it comes to the 
West. But we worship a God of resur-
rection, and a messy, dialogical plural-
ism remains our best missional strategy. 
Our world still belongs to God, and all 
the people who dwell within it (Ps. 24). 
Dreher’s monastic program could be seen 
as a temptation in the face of (conserva-
tive) Christian humiliation. It’s a tempta-
tion to be resisted. 

Peter Schuurman has a Ph.D 
in religious diversities from 
the University of Waterloo 

and has been writing for 
CC since 1997 in various 

capacities.  He and his wife Joy, with their 
three children, live in Guelph.

Reviews
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YOUR GIFT CAN EQUIP YOUNG PEOPLE TO
bring love to a WORLD IN NEED.

Christian school graduates are active, civic-minded and involved. They make a positive 
difference in our world.  Your legacy gift through the Christian School Foundation will 
be multiplied by their energy and their talents and used to shape our community for 
Christ. 

You can bless Christian schools with gifts of securities or property, planned or estate gifts,  
Designated or Named Funds.

 

God knows what a difference your legacy gift will make.

Peter Schuurman 

Temptation in the post-Christian storm  continued from p.16
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Free A Family from poverty 
for less than $1 per day. 

Sign up today!
worldrenew.net/freeafamily ftY

We can help you plan ahead.
In the comfort of your own home we can  

answer your questions about:

> Visiting and Service in your own church facility

> Cemetery arrangements

> Monuments and Markers

> How we honour ALL prepaid plans

We’ll come to you at no cost or obligation.  

Let us show you how much we understand.

TITLE:

CLIENT:

DATE:

DESIGNER(S):

COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

www.compasscreative.ca

FLK_Logo_CMYK

Kitching, Steepe, and Ludwig

August 2014

Nick Tenhage

CMYK

100/60/0/10

70/40/0/0

5/35/75/0

Meeting you where it matters.

1-800-737-8275  |  kitchingsteepeandludwig.com/faithlink

Rick Ludwig Diane Vanderwoude  Garnet van Popta  
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DATE:

DESIGNER(S):

COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

www.compasscreative.ca
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Kitching, Steepe, and Ludwig

July 2014

Joel Reynolds

Pantone 300 C  (55%)

White

REV - SPOT - COATED

Pantone 300 C  (100%)

Pantone 300 C  (65%)

Pantone 136 C  (100%)

It’s comforting to come home.

Considering a Gift of Securities? 
Canadian donors can now donate publicly traded securities (shares or mutual funds) 
directly to charities without having to pay the capital gains tax. In essence this 
eliminates the capital gains tax on all donated securities.
 
Benefits · Significant tax savings on donated shares.· Donor receives a charitable receipt for the full market value of the donated security.·   Excellent tax planning strategy when considering downsizing, retirement or at estate 

time.
 
How Link Charity Can Help ·  If the charity you would like to donate a gift of stock to does not have a brokerage 

account, Link Charity will accept the security, sell it, and give the cash proceeds to 
your charity.  Currently, Link Charity has 10 brokerage accounts open to meet the 
needs of donors.·   Once the stock is transferred to Link Charity to be sold, Link Charity will       
distribute the proceeds to as many charities, in whatever amounts you decide.·  If you have stock you wish to sell or you are subject to takeover, but you have not 
decided what charities should receive the proceeds or you want the proceeds to be 
given out over a number of years, Link Charity can fulfill both requests on your 
behalf.·  You want to make an anonymous gift, but do not have a way to pass the proceeds on 
to the charity without being identified. By involving Link Charity in the process your 
identity can be protected.

What 
is Link 
Charity?
Link Charity, started in 1998, is a 
registered charity, operating as a ‘link’  
between donors and their charities. 
Link Charity offers tools, education, and 
guidance in gift planning for individuals 
and for charities, with a focus on 
charitable gift annuities, donor-advised 
funds, gifts of securities, and estate and 
bequest planning. Link Charity provided 
over $9 million to 650-plus charities in 
Canada in its last fiscal year.

Visit the website at www.linkcharity.ca, or call 1 800-387-8146.
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Carla Alblas, OACS Community Journalist

“What Canadian stories should be told, and how can we 
tell them?”

This was the question that the grade 10 students at Unity 
Christian High School (Unity Christian) in Barrie were asked 
to consider when learning about the history of Canada this 
past semester. The grade 10 History and English teachers 
teamed up their classes for a joint project aimed at telling 
Canadian stories and showcasing them both as a written 
story and as a museum exhibit.

In his address to parents and community members who 
attended the Simcoe County Museum’s opening of the 
exhibits, English teacher Jeff Weening explained that the 
project was developed out of a desire at Unity Christian 
to engage students in authentic learning experiences that 
provide cross-curricular opportunities, that engage and 
involve the community, and that give a real-life audience. 

“We liked the idea of trying a project that combined 
two classes,” shared History teacher Kim Furtney, “and we 
thought this was a great way to tie English and History 
together. Of course, it’s also fun that it ties in so well with 
Canada’s 150th birthday celebrations this year!”

“It’s exciting that others get to come here and see the 
hard work that we’ve done creating the exhibits and telling 
the stories,” shared Nichola, a student at Unity Christian. 
“I’m so thankful for the opportunity to share our work in 
this museum and to allow others to experience the part of 
Canadian history that is important to us.” 

When they had finished, the students’ exhibits fit into 

six main categories of history in Canada: sports, science 
and technology, culture, personal family stories, war and 
the arts. Their exhibits told the stories of famous artists like 
Emily Carr, shared little-known information about tanks 
and other vehicles used in WWII, gave an overview of the 
transformation of fashion throughout Canadian history, 
shared the experiences and challenges of immigrants who 
travelled the Atlantic Ocean to start a new life in Canada, 

told the story of famous Canadian hockey players and 
demonstrated different board games that have been used 
to entertain children over the years.

“This project gave us the opportunity to learn about 
things that were interesting and important to us individu-
ally,” shared Benjamin, another student at UCHS. “And yet, 
together, our projects became a tribute to Canadian history 
that we’re excited to share in our community over the next 
couple of months.”

“While the students are telling individual stories, they are 
also developing a vast knowledge of the stories and events 
that shaped our nation,” shared Ms. Furtney. “And, during 
this very special year of celebration in our country, that’s a 
wonderful way to celebrate being a Canadian!”

Check out our full news story, and view more pictures of 
the dynamic student museum exhibits here:  http://www.
oacs.org/2017/exhibition-of-canadian-stories/

This article is sponsored by the Ontario Alliance of Christian 
Schools (OACS). 

Exhibition of Canadian stories
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Double your impact! 
Donate by July 31st and 

your donation will be matched by
an anonymous donor!

WAYS TO DONATE
• Online: Follow the link from our website: christiancourier.ca

• Mail cheques payable to Christian Courier, 2 Aiken St
St Catharines ON L2N 1V8

• Phone Rose: 1-800-969-4838
Please write "Matching Grant" on your cheque memo 
or comment box (online) or mention when you donate.
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We do.

Think you can change 
the world from the stage?

CHANGE can be big, like winning an Oscar 
big. Or it can be small, like behind the scenes 
small. It’s about what you choose to do on the 
one hand, and who you are on the other. We 
are more than our jobs, and God has a calling 
for each of us, wherever  we go.
That changes everything. Including you.

A degree you can believe in. redeemer.ca
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David Zietsma, PhD
Vice President, External Relations and Enrolment

While celebrating Canada’s 150th anniversary, it’s good to 
reflect on the contribution of faith to the fabric of Canadian 
life. One of the places faith is nurtured is in Christian schools, 
and the question quickly becomes: Is Christian education 
only good for Christians, or does Christian education con-
tribute to the good of Canadian society as a whole?

Across the country, there is a cultural conversation hap-
pening about education. Instances such as the controversy 
over Ontario’s sex education curriculum or Trinity Western’s 
legal battle to grant law degrees highlight significant shifts 
in how Canadians view the purpose of education and by 
extension, the place of faith in public life.

Two widely held beliefs about education seem to be im-
plicit in policy and curriculum advocacy in secular education 
systems today. First, education should prepare a labour force 
to meet job market needs through appropriate skills and 
training. Second, education should empower individual self-
expression in order to ensure a diverse, pluralistic society.

Though there are elements of truth in these principles, an 
historical perspective on education reveals that education 
has often had a deeper purpose centred on character forma-
tion and the development of moral virtues. This emerged 
from the western cultural heritage where Christianity was 
a foundational part of all education systems. That didn’t 
make those systems perfect by any means, but it allowed 
the opportunity for spiritual and eternal purposes to inform  
the temporal. 

In the context of Canada’s pluralistic secular society today, 
many Christian education institutions are still motivated by 
getting at the deeper “why” of education. Robust Christ-
centered education begins with the perspective that all 
people are created in the image of God, and therefore are 
imbued with dignity and value. Further, Christian education 
rests on the understanding that creation is broken by sin 
and that redemption is only possible through Jesus Christ. 

When education starts here – whether its specific skill 
training, philosophy, science, business or anything else – it 
leads to graduates motivated to make their organizations 
better in responsible ways and to care for those around 
them, at their place of work and in their neighbourhoods. 
This is true even amidst cultural differences related to belief 
and values. And this is good for all.

Yet society is changing, and by virtue of its truth claims, 
the Christian worldview is increasingly at odds with the 
tenets of secular education. Freedom of expression seems 
to be gaining priority over freedom of religion in public 
life. Under the cultural microscope more than ever, vibrant 
faith-based university education is a vital public testimony 
to the value that all levels of Christian education bring to 
Canadian society. 

At Redeemer, we remain committed to Christ-centered 
university education. In all our programs, knowledge transfer 
and skills development are embedded in a process of dis-
cipleship through learning. Our recently launched new Core 
Curriculum is the backbone of an education that grows our 
students academically while centering their education around 
deepening their faith and finding their callings in Christ. 

In this way, Redeemer is preparing the next generation 
of Christians to bring the gospel’s transformative power to 
all kinds of careers and vocations. That means graduates 
who are able to communicate, critique, and lead in ways 
that reflect the hope of Jesus Christ. And He is the best 
hope there is.

This article is sponsored by Redeemer University College. 
Redeemer University College is a Christian undergraduate 
university located in Hamilton, Ontario. Committed to seeing 
faith woven through all aspects of learning and life for more 
than 35 years, our faculty, students and alumni are making 
an impact that resounds in our culture and across the world. 
Learn more at redeemer.ca.

What good is Christian education?
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Ambassadors For Christ 

Canada 150
This year, as our nation 

marks 150 years, let’s  

recommit ourselves as 

a church to the next 

generation, newcomers 

to Canada, and 

Indigenous peoples.  

Visit crcna.org/Canada 

to learn more.


