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News. Clues. Kingdom views. 

Angela Reitsma Bick

Atmospheric scientist and evan-
gelical Christian Katharine 
Hayhoe was named one of Time 
magazine’s 100 Most Influential 
People for her work studying cli-
mate change. She teaches in the 
Department of Political Science 
at Texas Tech University but her 
roots are Canadian: Hayhoe was 
born in Toronto and her father 
teaches at Tyndale University 

Fear, not facts, 
behind climate 
change skepticism 
An interview with Katharine Hayhoe

College and Seminary. Christian 
Courier Editor Angela Reitsma 
Bick spoke with Hayhoe about 
the relationship between her faith 
and the “other” book of God – 
science. 

How did you become an atmo-
spheric scientist?

My undergraduate degree from 
U. of T. is in Astrophysics, and it 
wasn’t until my third year that I 
took a course on climatology. It 

completely shocked me. I didn’t 
realize how big the problem was. 
I had always mentally categorized 

climate change as one issue along 
with biodiversity loss, air pollution, 
water contamination and deforesta-

tion. But it’s not one of these is-
sues; it’s a huge overarching issue 

Continued on page 2

Janet A. Greidanus

“In the morning on May 3, we 
were having a social for my wife’s 
birthday. It was a beautiful morn-
ing with clear skies and no dis-
cernible smoke in the air. But that 
changed very quickly as the in-
version holding the smoke down 
overnight lifted and the winds 
picked up. In a matter of about an 
hour we went from getting con-
cerned about the heavy smoke 
to getting word to get out NOW! 
We packed a bit of important stuff 
and got ready to leave, joining the 
lineup of vehicles getting out.”

That’s how George Holthof, 

part-time pastor of Evergreen, the 
only Christian Reformed Church 
in Fort McMurray, Alberta, de-
scribes his experience as raging 
wildfires threatened the city and 
surrounding areas, forcing nearly 
90,000 people, including Holthof 
and his wife, to leave home un-
der mandatory evacuation orders. 
In the blink of an eye, wrote one 
Edmonton Journal commentator, 
tens of thousands of Albertans 
became refugees in their own 
province, on the road and on the 
run. Social media and national 
television streamed surreal images 
of a long line of vehicles bumper 
to bumper on the only major high-

way out of town – some driving 
north and some south – alongside 
dramatic walls of flames. Apoca-
lyptic is one word many people 
used to describe it.

The Holthofs were initially or-
dered to go to an evacuation centre 
north of the city.  

“When we got to that location, 
25 km north of town, we were 
turned away and advised to go 
further north to another camp. We 
headed that way but couldn’t find 
it, so we pulled off the highway, 
drove down to the river and joined 
a bunch of other people and we all 
camped out for the night.” They 

Fort McMurray ‘refugees’ touched by generosity of strangers

Continued on page 2
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Hayhoe is the author of a Nobel Peace Prize-winning paper on climate change. 

Displaced members of Evergreen CRC welcomed to worship and lunch 
at Trinity church in Edmonton.
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News 

exacerbating the other challenges we face 
today. We can’t fix many of these other 
issues if we leave climate change out of 
the picture. And it’s not just environmental 
issues, it’s also about poverty and hunger. 

I also realized that we don’t have a lot of 
time to fix this problem. Every day, every 
year that goes by without plans in place to 
reduce and eliminate the carbon we’re put-
ting into the atmosphere, things are getting 
worse and affecting real people. 

You’re on the front lines of heated debate 
among Christians about whether the world 
is experiencing climate change. What’s the 
most common argument you encounter, and 
your response?

When people voice objections to climate 
change, the answer is not more facts. When 
someone says “Canada only contributes a 
small percentage of total global emissions; 
why should we reduce our emissions?” 
we could say, OK, but for per-person, per-
capita emissions we’re one of the highest 
in the world; here’s the effect that Canada 
has globally because of our technology; and 
here’s the impact we have from a leadership 
perspective. When I was in Paris [for the 

UN Climate Change Conference], Canada 
really played a strong role as leader; I was 
really proud of our country. you could 
bring up all of those facts. But what I’ve 
discovered is that those don’t really change 
people’s minds. Because at the base of the 
issue there’s not a problem with the facts. At 
the base of the issue is a problem with iden-
tity. We’ve been told that we can’t be who 
we are and agree that climate is changing 
due to human influence. We will throw up 
reasons because they’re a smokescreen for 
the real issue that we don’t want to admit.

What’s the real issue, then?  
At the root of the fear is a sense of loss. 

Fear that we would lose who we are and lose 
our comfortable lives, fear of change, fear of 
hardship, fear of not having things the way 
we wanted them to be, fear of lack of control. 

[But] our identity as Christians is not 
built on the frames of this world. Our iden-
tity is who we are in Christ, so that frees us.

What theological objections to climate 
change do you encounter?

The most common example is this: If 
God is in control, this couldn’t happen. 

Fear is at the bottom again. The answer to 
that is God gave us the ability to make de-
cisions, and we make bad decisions all the 
time. Somebody has one too many drinks 
and gets behind the wheel, and kills an in-
nocent person. There are lots of examples 
in the Bible about how “everything is per-
missible but not everything is beneficial.” 
And going back to Genesis, it says that 
God created us in his image, so that we 
would have responsibility, or dominion, 
over every living thing on this planet. So 
God has handed over the responsibility to 
care for this planet to us. Saying that God 
is in control is abdicating our responsibility. 

A second big argument, more among 
evangelicals and not so much in the Re-
formed community, is that the world is 
just going to end, so what’s the point of 
preserving it? The answer to that is in Thes-
salonians, when people were saying the 
same thing. And Paul answers them by 
saying, “Get a job, take care of your fam-
ily, support the poor and widows; you don’t 
know the day and time [of Christ’s return] 
and we are called to show Christ’s love to 
those around us.” 

Then, hand in glove with the idea that 

the world is ending anyway is the idea 
that creation has fallen, so creation is no 
longer what God intended it to be. It’s evil 
and will eventually be destroyed. And this 
is more insidious. Again, you can’t go to 
science; you need to go to the Bible. In 
Matthew, millennia after Genesis, it talks 
about God’s love and care for the earth, for 
the lilies of the field. God’s attitude towards 
creation is expressed in the New Testament, 
which is well after the fall. In Romans, Paul 
talks about how God is revealed through 
creation. If nature is evil and fallen, every-
thing fell, but if it’s been redeemed, it’s the 
expression of God. How arrogant of us to 
say how God views creation.

Those are the two most common. An-
other big one is that caring about climate 
change is often presented like a religion; 
people say, “do you believe in climate 
change?” and there’s a distinct impression 
of worshiping mother earth. Worshiping 
the creation rather than the Creator. That’s 
why I think it’s so important to connect the 
dots to humans – not only do we have re-
sponsibility over the planet but it’s affecting 
humans; we live on this planet. We’re not 

finally made it out safely the next day, head-
ing to their daughter and son-in-law’s home 
in Shilo, Manitoba. As this story is being 
written, they were on their way to family 
in eastern Ontario.

“As far as I know, Evergreen folks have 
all made it out to one place or another,” 
reported Holthof. “We are scattered every-
where! . . . Edmonton, Athabasca, Boyle, 
lac la Biche – literally scattered all over the 
place. We are kind of like ‘sheep without 
a shepherd’ – except we have the Good 
Shepherd looking out and looking after us.”

Help pouring in
While the entire country watched the Fort 
McMurray situation with horror and aston-

ishment, there were many stories of gener-
osity, stories of ordinary people stepping up 
to offer assistance in a myriad of ways. Con-
voys of citizens with trucks full of gas, food 
and water set out to help evacuees stranded 
along the highway. Some even remem-
bered to include diapers and pet food. Oil 
companies opened their work camps. First 
Nations opened their campgrounds and 
communities. The Edmonton Expo Centre 
opened its doors. Calgary opened evacua-
tion centres. People in Edmonton and Cal-
gary and towns in-between offered rooms 
in their homes. The Canadian government 
announced it would match donations made 
to the Canadian Red Cross. World Renew 

Continued on page 6

Fear, not facts continued

Fort McMurray ‘refugees’ continued

Continued on page 3

Caring about climate change is often presented, unhelpfully, like a religion itself.Per-person, per-capita Canada has one of the highest emissions rates in the world.

Pastor George Holthof snapped this photo while leaving Fort McMurray. 
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One of the oft-
forgotten but 
critical parts of 
doing science 
is presenting 
one’s findings 
to the larger 
c o m m u n i t y. 

Science that is not shared is lost 
and in many ways a wasted ef-
fort. Even experiments that do 
not produce “significant” results 
have value for alerting us to dead 
ends that need not be pursued 
farther, indicating that progress 
needs to be sought by a different 
route. 

Scientific findings can be pub-
licized in many ways. Currently, 
the most common means of com-
munication is journal articles, 
which have a fairly standard 
hourglass format: starting broad 
in the introduction, then focusing 
in on the methods used and the 
results found, before broadening 
out in discussion of implications. 
In some areas academic books 
rather than the shorter articles 
are a more common format. 
Also common are presentations 
at conferences, either as talks 
or as posters that usually report 
specific finding. Scientists are 
often invited to give talks or host 

colloquia that lay out the impor-
tance of their broad research 
program by summarizing many 
experiments. Students write and 
defend their research in thesis 
documents at the undergradu-
ate level and the master’s level 
and in a dissertation at the Phd. 
Each method has its strengths 
and weaknesses as a communi-
cation tool and serves a slightly 
different purpose, but all serve 
in communicating what has been 
done to others.

Recently I spent a morning 
at an Ontario-wide competition 
that highlighted a new format for 
communication: the Three-Min-
ute Thesis (3MT®) competition. 
The format of this competition 
takes its focus from what has 
been called an “elevator speech”: 
presenting your key take-home 
message to someone, particu-
larly an important individual, 
that you happen to meet in an 
elevator. you have a very short 
period to sell yourself, your idea 
or product to someone who could 
change your opportunities sig-
nificantly. In the 3MT® competi-
tion graduate students have three 
minutes, with one static slide, to 
explain their thesis research to a 
broad non-specialist audience.

Marvellous new 
scholarship
The 3MT® competition started 
close to 10 years ago in Austra-
lia and has spread widely across 
the university community. Each 
university involved has a local 
competition leading to the broader 
competition. At laurier we held 
our internal competition in early 
March; of the 18 graduate students 
who presented, one was chosen to 
represent laurier at the Ontario-
wide competition, hosted this year 
by laurier at the Centre for Inter-
national Governance Innovation 
in Waterloo. There are three such 
regional competitions across Can-
ada, and videos of these regional 
talks will be screened to choose a 
Canadian winner.

When you realise that mas-
ters students spend two years on 
thesis research and Phd students 
three or four years on dissertation-
related research, the challenge of 
reducing their work to a three-
minute talk for a general audience 
is obvious. The talks come from 
all areas of academic scholarship 
including the humanities, social 
sciences and the natural sciences. 
The 20 students I heard at the 
Ontario competition were up to 
the challenge – I was amazed! I 

learned about many very interest-
ing areas of scholarship.

Students talked about recog-
nising cancer cells by the sound 
they made in blood, softening the 
lens in the eye to prevent short-
sightedness in older adults, the 
experiences of childhood cancer 
victims, burnout in social workers 
and mental health issues found 
in young adult literature. All the 
talks were different but gave the 
audience a brief taste of multiple 
areas of university scholarship. 
My sympathies were with the five 
judges who had to choose the win-
ners; in my mind all the competi-
tors were stars.

The 3MT® format has much 

going for it, and it might be in-
teresting to see it applied in 
other places. Can you imagine 
a three-minute sermon competi-
tion? Three minutes to expound 
on a passage of scripture and give 
people the take-away message. 
And one slide – visuals are some-
thing we might want to add to our 
sermons now that most churches 
have the technical equipment. 
One could not use 20-30 minutes 
(or more!) to develop a three-
point sermon, but it might be that 
in this day two 3- to 5-minute 
sermons with visuals in a worship 
service might be a more effective 
way to communicate the good 
news of the gospel. 

The three-minute thesis®
Toddlers to Teens
Denise Dykstra

Christ @ Culture
Lloyd Rang

My Window Seat
Mendelt Hoekstra

Principalities
& Powers
David Koyzis

Technically Speaking
Derek Schuurman

Intangible Things
Heidi Vander Slikke

Country Living

Everyday Christian
Cathy Smith

Getting Unstuck
Arlene Van Hove

Flowers and Thistles

The Public Square
Harry Antonides

From the 11th
Province
Marian Van Til

From the Lab
Rudy Eikelboom

Words from
Wild Horses
Warkentins

Patchwork Words Our World Today
Bert Hielema

Curt Gesch

Meindert Vander Galien

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

Melissa Kuipers

Rudy Eikelboom (reikelboom@wlu.ca), whose father proudly 
displayed his dissertation on his bookshelf but read only the first 

page, is a member of the Waterloo CRC and a professor in the 
Psychology Department at Wilfrid Laurier University.

announced a long-term response. 
The Christian labor Associa-
tion of Canada (ClAC), with 600 
members, staff and their families 
who live full-time in Fort McMur-
ray, offered to match all donations 
up to $500,000 to support those af-
fected by the Fort McMurray fires. 

In Edmonton, The King’s Uni-

versity also opened its doors to 
evacuees. 

“By Saturday afternoon,” ex-
plained Facilities Coordinator, 
lynda Koot, “King’s had filled 
everything that was available. We 
had taken in families as well as 
single people. There has been a 
large outpouring of support from 

the King’s community to help. We 
have a list of people more than 
willing to provide accommoda-
tions to people in need, once they 
can no longer stay on campus. 
We have people willing to help us 
clean the suites and apartments. 
donations of money and gift cards 
came in. volunteers provided bak-

ing and meals. It was truly heart-
warming.”  

“So much is still unknown for 
the people of Fort McMurray,” 

reflected Koot. “Some will have 
the ability to return home once 
the city’s main infrastructure is in 
place, and for some, the sad real-
ity will be of not having a home 
to return to. Everyone’s story will 
not be the same, and everyone’s 
needs will not be the same, but 
if through all of this King’s can 
continue to show God’s light and 
love in any way, then that is what 
we will do.”

“It is sounding like we will not 
be going home to Fort McMur-
ray for some weeks,” concluded 
Holthof, “perhaps a couple of 
months. I think we are seeing and 
experiencing our faith as an an-
chor in uncertain times – and see-
ing the blessings and love of God 
in surprising ways.” 

Fort McMurray ‘refugees’ continued from page 2

A former nurse, hospital chaplain and counselor, 
Janet A. Greidanus lives in Edmonton where 

she now works as a freelance writer.

C
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Once the fire is out, firefighters will scan for underground "hot spots" to 
prevent future flare-ups.

Fort McMurray residents rest in Anzac, Alberta after evacuation. 

mailto:reikelboom@wlu.ca
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Bert Witvoet

This year my birthday is going 
to be super special. Not because 
the focus will be on me, because 
it won’t. And not because I am 
reaching a significant age, because 

I’m not. Even though 82 is nothing to sneeze at, it 
is no more impressive than last year’s 81. No, there 
is a much greater and more important reason for us 
to look forward to June 11 this year than there has 
been in previous years. Our daughter Marguerite is 
getting married to Georges. 

Throughout the years, my wife and I have expe-
rienced the marriages of our four sons, all of them 
successful and lasting. But our only daughter has 
lived a full life without tying the knot. This year her 
state of solitary existence is coming to a radical end 
as she and Georges have chosen my birthday as the 
day of promise to have and to hold till death do them 
part. My wife and I are looking forward to June 11 
as we have never before.

The use of the letter “s” after “George” is not 
a mistake, by the way. “Georges” is the French 
spelling of his name. In fact, Georges is a Quebecer 
who teaches at a French school in vancouver.  My 
daughter is quite fluent in French because of her 
previous studies in Quebec and her tendency to use 
French in her musical performances as a soloist or 
performer. Not that my wife and I would feel over-
whelmed or left out by French chatter around us. 
However, Georges’ English is flawless and does not 
betray that he can resort to French as another first 
language. So most of the time we are conversing in 
down-to-earth Canadian English as we explore the 
ups and downs of daily life around us. you might 
even say that I’m a little bit proud of the fact that 
because of this connection between our daughter 

and our future son-in-law, my wife and I are con-
tributing to the bilingual character of life between 
the founding two nations in Canada.

Long-distance links
But enough of this grandiose portrayal of a common 
enough occurrence that many parents go through. 
Our daughter is getting married and her fiancé is a 
pretty nice guy. So bring out the stopper, let’s have 
a whopper, be sure to get me to the church on time.

did I mention that the wedding will take place 
on Salt Spring Island in B.C.? That’s not next door, 
is it? Well, my wife and I are pretty used to having 
to travel long distances to visit most of our children. 

We have five children, as I mentioned earlier. 
One of them lives about a 45-minute car drive away 
from us. In fact, on Mother’s day, he, his wife and 
two children dropped by for dinner. The other four 
children and families do live in Canada but not 
close enough to pay us a Mother’s day visit. One 
son and his family live in Calgary, 4,000 kilometres 
west from here. Our youngest son and family live 
in vernon, about 550 kilometers further west, in 

Two founding partners
Nandy Heule

My husband took a power saw to our old snow shovel in 
early March. I’ll confess, it was my idea. I needed a rod 
for some physio exercises. And who could have predicted 
10 cm of snow delivered by a polar vortex in April in 
Southern Ontario? After all, I rode my bike at Christmas. 

Trumpet vines by the porch produced premature leaves in February.
Blame climate change. Even if disagreement prevails about the 

causes of changing weather patterns, the impact of global warming 
seemed undeniable this winter anywhere in Canada.

Hope springs eternal when Canadians flip the calendar to May. We 
tend to forget about nasty environmental issues. Hardy Northerners feel 
invigorated by longer days, sunshine and the abundance of creation. 
Who can lose trust in God’s bountiful generosity as we rejoice about 
garden daffodils and woodland wildflowers?

 
Garden claims
Please do praise our Creator this spring, but also say a prayer. Actually, why 
not make a commitment to continuously pray until June when the Synod 
of the Christian Reformed Church deliberates the findings of the Doctrine 
of discovery Task Force?

This task force came to be after delegates of Synod 2012, in Iowa, 
accepted all recommendations presented by the Synodical working 
group that reviewed a report prepared by the Creation Stewardship 
Task Force. (In fact, the recommendation to launch a study around the 
doctrine of Christian discovery was unanimously supported after a 
passionate plea from the floor by an Aboriginal delegate.) 

Both task forces struggled with a painful piece of history. It is this: 
sketchy Christian interpretations and medieval papal statements provided 
European Christians permission – some argue encouragement – to dam-
age creation and the peoples who tended the earth in lands other than 
their own. I don’t feel very good writing this and, I imagine, most readers 
don’t like reading such a blatant, sweeping statement. The truth can hurt.

One of the reports states, “We know that discord in society and over land 
has a long history, beginning already in the garden when Adam decided to 
violate his God-given stewardship. Much of it comes from humans’ striv-
ing to claim the garden, claim the earth, claim creation – for themselves.” 

Noble intentions
Unfortunately, for those of us with European roots, too much of this 
human striving was our own. We tested God’s generosity and Mother 
Earth’s ability to absorb relentless attacks on her ability to restore her-
self. Europeans traveled the seas, claimed title to foreign lands and too 
often subjugated the peoples they encountered.

The doctrine of discovery provided the underpinning to a worldview 
that encouraged Europeans to proclaim God’s infinite love for all his 
image bearers while ignoring his commands to love our neighbours as 
ourselves (as equals) and be careful stewards of creation.

As one task force participant observes, “It’s really easy for churches to 
lean on the noble intentions of missions” and refuse to acknowledge in-
justices caused along the way. European Christians can’t reverse our past.

Some may feel it’s unfair to blame this current generation for the sins 
of our forefathers. But, as one lakota Elder says in Kent 
Nerburn’s The Wolf at Twilight, “I’m not saying any of 
this is your fault or even that your grandparents did any 
of it. I’m saying it happened, and it happened on your 
people’s watch. You’re the one who benefited from it. 
It doesn’t matter that you’re way downstream from the 
actual events. you’re still drinking the water.”

Buried treasures
While you watch spring rains feed your plants, take some time to read the 
excellent resources made available by the Christian Reformed Church. 
Synod mandated the amazing people on the task forces about creation and 
discovery to study stories Christians love to bury – deeply. We owe it to 
them, but more importantly ourselves, to listen to what they have to tell 
us. This includes Aboriginal leaders who participated in these studies and 

Digging up garden secrets

the mountains. Our second oldest son and family 
live in New Westminster, another 450 kilometers 
further west. And then, in that same area but right 
in the city of vancouver live our daughter and her 
fiancé, the ones who are tying the knot.

So part of the plan for us is to be there for the 
wedding. But since getting together as a family 
is a rare occasion, we hope to spend six weeks 
altogether in the west, moving from family to 
family till the last flight will take us from Calgary 
back Hamilton. 

It’s always a surprise for our relatives in Hol-
land to learn that our family lives in the same 
country called Canada but that we very seldom 
visit each other. And as my wife and I are get-
ting older, we realize that our ability to visit our 
Western children will become much less frequent. 
This wedding may well be my last opportunity to 
travel the distance. In fact, I often think that my 
last journey will cover a much greater distance 
not that far into the future. And for that reason 
I look upon this journey to our children on the 
occasion of our daughter’s wedding with much 
joy and anticipation. It may be a fine preparation 
for what is to come, but it certainly deserves its 
own status as a mountaintop experience for two 
seasoned travelers. 

Bert Witvoet (bert.witvoet@sympatico.ca) is busy 
trying to gather material for a banquet-type speech 

for you-know-what occasion on you-know-what date. Continued on page 5

The Witvoet family is looking forward to June 11 on 
Salt Spring Island, B.C.

https://www.crcna.org/ministries/initiatives/doctrine-discovery-task-force
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point out in love the great injustices 
committed to their Peoples. 

let’s face it, many hate long 
reports and some feel sceptical 
that the only thing institutional 
churches excel in is exactly this – 
producing good reports. If delving 
through reports isn’t on your wish 
list, I suggest a chat with your pas-
tor. (After all, you’re paying for 
his or her salary to do some of the tough slogging!) Ask if your church can participate in a 
Blanket Exercise (kairosblanketexercise.org) or set up an adult education group. Also remind 
Christian professors and teachers that they have fiduciary responsibilities to teach history 
lessons that reveal gross injustices committed to Aboriginal Peoples and to the creation.

Meantime, as you plant your annuals and dahlias, rejoice in God’s grace and the promise 
of a New Creation. 

Nandy Heule is a writer in Toronto. You can reach her at heulecommunications.com. And, for 
the record, her neighbour kindly let her husband borrow a snow shovel last April. Readers can 

access the task forces’ reports, executive summaries and resources at crcna.org.

Scripture absent from 
Dekker family story
Jessica dekker and James dekker’s article 
(“Our family’s unexpected change of direc-
tion,” April 11) detailing her journey to a 
gay relationship has a glaring absence of the 
Bible. The article is pragmatic humanism: 
If it feels good, do it; if the Bible reveals 
otherwise, ignore it, in particular when Je-
sus says, “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me.”

Rev. Bill Hoogland 
Wyoming, Ont.

Families with gay children 
can live as Christians with joy
Thank you for publishing the dekker fam-
ily’s story (April 11). The photo itself is 
extraordinary. Simply acknowledging the 
fact that [gay] people and their families 
exist and can live as Christians with joy 
is something I’ve never seen portrayed in 
the Christian Reformed Church in the past. 
[In the past in some churches], parents were 
treated worse than the gay people themselves. 
So your story and your photo is one huge anti-
dote to the mindset that families are supposed 
to suffer if they discover they have a gay child. 
I hope it gives other parents courage to love 
and cherish their gay children without feeling 
guilty that they are somehow disappointing 
their church community as well as God.

don Baxter

Online comments re: 
‘Our family’s unexpected 
change of direction’
A good reflection that helps those of us 
who are perplexed, compassionate, trying 
to understand. 

Greg Sinclair

Beautiful, courageous, humble, loving, 
non-judgmental, open to the wonder and 
mystery of God, life and love. 

Nick loenen

Other Facebook 
comments
Such good writing (Monica deRegt’s “Cre-
ating Masterpieces,” March 28). I belong to 
a care group that loves food and creating. 
We went through the alphabet, each meet-
ing [was] a different letter and the food at 
the meal had to start with that letter. It took 
us two years to get through the alphabet! 

diane Slofstra 

Thanks for this challenge in responding to 
books (Cathy Smith’s “What a book can do,” 
April 25). I have a vague memory of reading 
that same book about the siege of leiden.  

Trena dekker Boonstra

Ontario celebrates Dutch 
Heritage Month in May
On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I 
am pleased to extend warm greetings to our 
dutch community as we recognize dutch 
Heritage Month in Ontario.

We are blessed to live in Ontario – a 
welcoming place that has respect for all 
languages, cultures and beliefs. Occasions 
such as this one bring us together to pay 
tribute to the cultural mosaic we have built. 
Ontario is proud to be home to many dutch 
Canadians and to people from the Neth-
erlands. As Premier, I am grateful for the 
expertise and other resources they have 
brought to our agriculture; our innovation 
industries and other sectors of our society.

Please accept my sincere best wishes 
for a memorable and inspiring celebration.

Kathleen Wynne, Premier of Ontario
Toronto, Ont.

Unkind metaphor for 
seniors  
“The Grey Tsunami” (March 28, 2016) 
was well-researched. However the linking 
of “grey” and “tsunami” sent shock waves 
through me. When I think of grey, retired 
people, I picture folks who have passed 
from one phase of life into the retired phase, 
where they still have opportunity to contrib-
ute supportively, prayerfully, emotionally to 
the younger segment of our society. They 
have worked and saved and invested, often 
not only for themselves, but for their chil-
dren and favourite causes. 

When I think of tsunami, I picture the 
massively destructive, uncontrollable force 
which overwhelmed so much of the world 
some years ago, which is etched in my mind. 

Is the grey population a threat to society 
on the scale of a tsunami? I strongly protest 
this way of looking at us seniors. Trying to 
soften the impact of the jarring word com-
bination by putting a Christian spin on it is 
not to my liking.

Trudy Adema
Kingston, Ontario

Editor’s Note: The title was taken from a 
speech at the Manning Conference entitled 
“The Grey Tsunami,” which the article re-
ported on. However, we appreciate this letter 
for its reminder of the power of words and the 
need to be sensitive to the meaning conveyed. 

Two levels of action 
needed 
On the whole I agree with Mr. loenen’s de-
scription of the coming tide of seniors (“The 
Grey Tsunami,” March 28) and that there will 
be a strain on Canada’s social and medical 
support system. The financial tax burden may 
not be as great as many fear as all those sen-
iors start collecting their pensions and RRSP/
RIF’s and pay taxes on the income. loenen 
identifies the federal Canada Health Act as 
requiring amendment so that improvements 
can be made in the future care of senior 
citizens. I know the Canada Health Act pro-
vides funding to the provinces for universal 
health care and lays down conditions that 
the provinces must follow in the provincial 
health plans. I believe it is a provincial re-
sponsibility to actually develop the medical 
plans and facilities that will be needed to look 
after seniors in the future. We as Christians 
and Canadians must encourage the provincial 
cabinets (health ministers) to develop and 
put into place plans to look after the needs 
of seniors in the future.

Nick loenen has done us a favour by 
alerting us to the need for action by both the 
federal and provincial governments. Now 
each of us needs to get active and express 
this need to our local MlA, MPP and MP.

John Hofstee
Guelph, Ont.

In Ron Rupke’s interview with Nabeel 
Qureshi, “Countering jihad with clarity and 
charity” (April 11), Qureshi makes the rather 
astonishing assertion that “the Reformation 
was peaceful.” It was, of course, anything but 
peaceful and led to a century of warfare be-
tween Catholics and Protestants. Warfare be-
gan in 1547 when the lutherans were soundly 
defeated in the battle of Mühlberg, Germany, 
by the Emperor Charles v and it did not end 
until the signing of the Peace of Westphalia 
in 1648. during this war alone, Germany 
lost one-third of its population. Perhaps not 

surprisingly, European power politics played 
a considerable role in the wars of religion and 
that factor became more and more pronounced 
with the passage of time. Nonetheless, it was 
religion that sparked [these wars] and re-
mained a part of the mix until the end. The 
struggle in the Islamic world between Sunnis 
and Shiites has been compared to the war 
between Catholics and Protestants during the 
Reformation era and that the Sunnis – whether 
correctly or not – can be compared to the 
Catholics and the Shiites to the Protestants. 

Gerry Gerrits
Port Williams, N.S.

Nothing peaceful about the Reformation

Email unchanged
Brian Bork is currently on paternity 
leave from the position of Review Edi-
tor with Christian Courier. Thankfully, 
it's easy to reach our new Review Edi-
tor, Adele Konyndyk Gallogly; you can 
write to her at the same email address 
as before: reviews@christiancourier.ca. 

Garden secrets continued

Sod roof church in Hof, Ireland.

http://kairosblanketexercise.org/
http://www.heulecommunications.com
http://www.crcna.org
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lONdON (ACNS) – Churches throughout England re-
sponded to a call from the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
york for a “great wave of prayer” in the week leading up 
to Pentecost Sunday for the re-evangelization of England. 
dubbed “Thy Kingdom Come” from the words of the 
lord’s Prayer, the week included parish churches and 
cathedrals holding 24/7 “prayer rotas,” open prayer times 
and special services. (Prayer rotas involve specific people 
praying for specific needs throughout set time periods.) 

At the end of the week, special “beacon events” were 
held at St Paul’s Cathedral in london and at durham, 
Coventry, Winchester and Canterbury Cathedrals; and at 
the Church of St Michael le Belfrey, next to york Minster.

In a video message to promote the initiative, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, spoke about the im-
portance of the lord’s Prayer, saying that it is impossible 
to overstate or exaggerate its “life-transforming power.”

He said, “It is a prayer that is reassuring enough to be on 
the lips of the dying, and yet dangerous enough to be banned 
in cinemas; it is famous enough to be spoken each day by bil-

lions in thousands of languages, and yet it is intimate enough 
to draw us ever closer into friendship with Jesus Christ; it is 
simple enough to be memorized by small children, and yet 
profound enough to sustain a lifetime of prayer.”

Overflowing with Christ’s presence
Archbishop Welby also said that he wanted people to pray for 
“a renewal of expectancy in the abundancy and the overflow-
ing of Christ in their lives together, so that people right across 
the country see who Jesus is and are drawn to faith in him.”

The initiative had the support of other Christian churches. 
The general secretary of the Catholic Bishops Conference in 
England and Wales, Father Christopher Thomas, told vatican 
Radio that he hoped Catholics would join with Anglicans in 
local prayer events.

“We . . . are hoping that it will develop as an ecumenical 
project as a second pole to the work done in Christian unity 
week in January each year,” he said. The Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity was “a reflection of the unity of the 
Church ad intra – within the denominations; the wave of 

prayer could be a combined work ad extra – out into the 
world of today.” 

On Pentecost, Church of England prays for re-evangelization of UK 

separate from nature, we’re here. 
One foolish argument is to say that carbon dioxide is 

natural. Well, sure it is; so is hemlock! So is water, but too 
much water can still kill you. 

Another common argument from Christians is “you’re 
saying that we have to stop using coal, gas and oil, and 
all the other countries have to stop using those too. So we 
are healthy and prosperous and developed, with all of the 
resources we need thanks to fossil fuel, and you’re saying 
that Africans and Southeast Asians and poor people in latin 
America aren’t allowed to develop.” I hear that a lot. 

My response is to say, “Where are the remaining fossil 
fuels in the world? They’re not in Africa or Southeast Asia, 
except for Nigeria and venezuela. The fossil fuel resources 
of the world are concentrated in the Middle East, in North 
America and in Europe. By encouraging developing coun-
tries to develop an addiction to the old, outdated, dirty 
ways of getting energy that we first used 300 years ago 
is a patronizing, colonialist attitude. It’s like saying, ‘you 
have to first use the telegraph, then the party telephone line, 
then the regular telephone, then wireless, then cellphones 
that weigh five pounds and cost $10/minute, but you can’t 
have the iphone for another hundred years.’ How patron-
izing is that! 

If you go to Africa, everyone has a cell phone. And 
they’re charging them with solar panels. They have so much 
wind and solar there [without] a complicated infrastructure. 
Rather than condemning them to live our lives, the better 
thing is to recognize that there are better and different 
ways to get our energy. let’s help those countries get their 
energy in those ways so they can leapfrog over the barriers 
we faced. And they can have secure sources of energy that 
are home-grown and benefit their economies. Don’t force 
them to recommit our mistakes.

Skeptics say that by the law of averages, at least some good 
should come of climate change. Is there any evidence for 
both bad and good results?

For Canada, there are both benefits and drawbacks. 
Canada and Russia are the two countries in the world 
that could see some benefits. For the global South, it’s all 
negative. To sit there smugly with our hands folded saying, 
“Well, I might be able to put the snow shovel away” – how 
unloving is that of our global neighbours? I would just 

want to put all those people in a plane – and yes, a plane 
emits carbon but it would be more important to show them 
– to Africa and say, “you’re going to walk alongside this 
Christian sister or brother and listen while they tell you 
how their rain patterns have changed and the impact that’s 
had on their family.”

I didn’t realize Canada and Russia had this in common.
yes, way back in the Cold War, one of Russia’s early 

climate scientists in the 60s actually recommended to Russia 
that they burn as much coal as they could lay their hands on, 
because he had calculated correctly that Canada and Rus-
sia would be the only two countries to benefit and it would 
screw the rest of the world. It was thought of as a weapon.

Much of the data you deal with is pretty daunting. Where 
do you see hope? 

I don’t see hope when I look at what’s happening in the 
world. Science actually shows that we as a community 
have underestimated the rate of climate change. Far from 
being alarmist, scientists – not environmentalists, not 
Al Gore – have said the scientific literature consistently 
underestimates what’s happening in the real world. That 
is not hopeful. 

Where I do see hope is in two places – in people and in 
God. I see hope in people because amazing things are hap-

pening at the people level – whether it’s churches putting 
solar panels on their roofs and sharing with the community, 
whether it’s organizations like World vision incorporating 
climate change into how they’re planning to help people 
prepare for the future, whether it’s the people I talk to do-
ing amazing things. 

It also gives me hope that we are in this world but not of 
this world. We have an eternal hope in God. We are called 
to express God’s love here on this planet but we know that 
ultimately this is not our home. 

What role did Intervarsity Christian Fellowship have 
during your graduate studies?

Intervarsity was fantastic for two reasons: for integrat-
ing scholarship with faith, especially in science. How can 
science be the enemy if we’re studying God’s creation, 
studying what God was thinking when he built this amaz-
ing world? Science has to be the “other” book of God, the 
illustrations to the written word, both written by the same 
person. Secondly, I met my husband there. He was doing 
a Phd in applied linguistics. Coming from Canada, I had 
never met anyone who didn’t think climate change was 
real. Coming from the southern U.S., he had never met a 
Christian who thought it was. That was my first experience 
with someone who I knew was really smart, knew the sci-
entific method, who shared my faith . . . but didn’t agree. 
That has impacted me my entire life. you can see a cool 
little video of me and my husband telling our story online.

Fear, not facts continued from page 2

Archbishop Welby says the "life-transforming power" of the 
Lord's Prayer cannot be overstated.

Katharine Hayhoe (right) spoke recently at Tyndale University 
College & Seminary on “A Climate for Change: Paris and Be-
yond.” Angela Reitsma Bick (left) is Editor of Christian Courier.
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Henry Hess 

GRANd RAPIdS, Michigan (CRCNA) – 
The Christian Reformed Church’s board of 
trustees has recommended Canadian Shiao 
Chong for the editorship of The Banner, the 
denomination’s monthly magazine. 

The next step in selecting a new editor is for 
Synod 2016, which meets in June, to interview 
Chong and appoint him if they are satisfied 
with the interview. Chong is a commissioned 
CRC pastor who is serving as the campus 
minister at york University in Toronto. He is 
a regular contributor to The Banner. 

In recommending Chong to the board, 
members of the editor search team said that he 
“exhibits a strong, vibrant, personal Christian 
faith that exemplifies spiritual humility and integrity, and shows a deep love for the Chris-
tian Reformed Church and a passion for its spiritual health, witness and fruitfulness.”

Convert to Reformed faith
The editor search team also listed Chong’s qualifications for the position, noting that 
“as a convert to the Reformed faith, he demonstrates a thorough grasp of the Bible 
and of Reformed theology as affirmed and lived in the CRC, and shows understand-
ing of and commitment to the doctrinal positions of the CRC.”

The team continued: 
“As a commissioned pastor with 15 years of ministry experience as CRC campus 

pastor at Toronto’s york University, he is able to articulate the contemporary issues 
that are of particular relevance to the CRC, the church at large, and the world in 
which we are called to live our faith. Working in the widely diverse context of a 
large secular university, he also demonstrates the ability to engage young adults 
with creativity, sensitivity and theological integrity.

“With 18 years of published writing for The Banner and other Christian publica-
tions, Mr. Chong has proven ability to write with clarity and liveliness. He is able 
to write with sensitivity and grace for a diverse readership and constructively deal 
with and respond to a variety of opinions and criticism. In addition, he shows clear 
understanding of the potential of The Banner’s online presence and of what it will 
take to guide The Banner in realizing that potential.

“He possesses a proven record as a facilitator/leader working primarily with vol-
unteer student leadership teams on campus. He demonstrates the competencies and 
understanding of team dynamics that will enable him to manage a staff that works 
with synergy, accountability and dedication in setting and meeting objectives. He is 
able to work effectively and respectfully with a senior management team, a board 
and committees.

“He demonstrates a strong desire and impressive ability to seek, discern, com-
municate and implement God’s vision for the future of The Banner.”

CRC helped through faith crisis
during his interview by the board of trustees, Chong described being born and raised in 
Malaysia and coming to faith in Christ as a teenager through the ministry of a Plymouth 
Brethren church – one of just two Christian churches in his home town – and ending 
up in Canada as an international student at the University of Alberta in Edmonton.

He also described going through depression and a crisis of faith as a university 
student, and the role that Rev. Tom Oosterhuis, the now-retired CRC campus chap-
lain at the University of Alberta, played in helping him through that difficult time. 
“God used the CRC and campus ministry in particular to save my faith,” he said. “In 
many ways, I owe my faith to the CRC.” Chong also met his wife, Martha, through 
campus ministry, he said. They have three daughters.

Asked about his hopes and plans for The Banner, Chong said his long-term goal 
is that The Banner would be known as “a voice of wisdom and shalom,” and become 
the magazine of choice for CRC members. Short-term goals are “to get more voices 
to the table,” he said, especially those of younger people.

Chong holds an Honours BA and MA in English literature from the University 
of Alberta. He has served the Christian Reformed Church in a number of roles 
over the years, including as a member of the CRC’s identity task force and the 
Strategic Planning and Adaptive Change Team (SPACT), which helped to lay a 
foundation for the CRC’s new ministry plan.

Canadian recommended as new 
CRC Banner editor 

Chong, a regular CC contributor, 
gave a keynote address at our Story-
makers’ Symposium last October.

Anita Brinkman, John Franken, Marian 
Van Til

WATERlOO, Ontario (CRCNA) – Almost 200 
Christian Reformed Canadians gathered from 
May 6 to 8 in Waterloo, Ontario, to share ideas 
for enhancing the CRC’s ongoing ministry in 
Canada. Participants represented congrega-
tions across the country, all 12 classes (regional 
bodies similar to dioceses or presbyteries), 
church agencies and educational institutions. 
The gathering was the first of four planned for 
the year, the rest of which will take place in the 
U.S. and focus on CRC ministry there.

The theme in Canada, “Keeping in Step 
with the Spirit,” was woven through the week-
end, which included worship, prayer, listening 
sessions, presentations and dialogue. Apart 
from more formal discussions, participants 
were able to spend time networking and speak-
ing with representatives in a “ministry fair.” 

Every CRC congregation in Canada was 
invited to participate, and each classis could 
send up to 12 representatives. The goal, ac-
cording to the event’s website, was “to connect 
and inspire local, regional and denominational 
ministries by telling our stories, sharing our 
priorities and imagining a shared future.”

director of CRC Canadian Ministries Rev. 
darren Roorda opened the event and Jeremy 
Zeyl and “Body & Soul Collective” of lon-
don, Ontario, led worship for the weekend. 
The speakers were Sylvia Keesmaat (adjunct 
professor at the Institute for Christian Stud-
ies and Toronto School of Theology), Glenn 
Smith (executive director of Christian direc-
tion) and Michelle visser-Wikkerink (director 
of the Indigenous Family Centre, Winnipeg).

Keesmaat, speaking on the CRC’s Canadian 
ministry context challenged participants to read, 
study and apply the Bible’s narrative that “tells 
us how God worked through broken, outside 
people to bring Jesus into the world as the cli-
max of God’s rescue mission.”  

Smith spoke on sharing ministry priorities 
in secular Canada. He urged the CRC to echo 
God in the local community inundated by 
secularization (hyper individuality, sexuality, 
consumerism). He suggested that we begin 
to see God more as a missionary God. visser-

Wikkerink talked about the CRC in Canada’s 
urban and Indigenous contexts, using examples 
from her own work in Winnipeg. 

Submitting wholly to the Spirit
Participants discussed questions such as “Where 
are we going as local churches?”; “Where does 
our path and ministry plan lead the CRCNA in 
Canada?”; and “What do we see as our shared 
future?” There was emphasis on engaging and 
creating community both inside and outside the 
church, and on setting goals and working toward 
them as churches – while submitting wholly to 
the Spirit of God.

“People were fully engaged and dug deeply 
into their conversations in classis groups and 
small groups,” said Rev. Richard Bodini, a 
member of the planning committee. A high-
light for him was meeting new people and 
engaging in conversation.

Janet Greidanus was a delegate from the 
West End CRC in Edmonton. “I was impressed 
with the significant number of young delegates 
sent by their churches, and [by] how articulate 
and passionate they were when they spoke,” 
she said. Though she wasn’t able to participate 
in the whole event, what she saw made an im-
pact. “In the end, what I was left with, and what 
I took home with me, was an excitement and 
a certainty that the CRC has a future – and an 
exciting one at that!” she concluded. “I heard 
a strong desire to bring the Gospel to more 
people, to reach out to the marginalized, to see 
transformation in our communities.”

She wasn’t alone in her assessment. “I was 
delighted with the outcome,” said darren 
Roorda. “Not because the planning team had 
planned just the right elements of interest, but 
because we collectively as a group were in-
tentional about listening – to God, each other 
and to those leading.” He concluded, “It was 
great to allow the different gifts to be used 
according to their uniqueness. Those with 
the gift and passion for prayer prayed. Those 
with the gift of seeing visions expressed and 
explained them. Those with a musical gift led 
in worship. Those with the gift of hospitality 
served. And all of this was done while staying 
on task and within a manageable time frame. 
It was beautiful!” 

Canadian CRC ‘national gathering’ plans, 
motivates for future ministry
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Cries for religious liberty these days relate 
to matters from the execution of Chris-
tians in Iraq to selling wedding cakes 
for same-sex marriages in Colorado. A 
timely, thoughtful report on persecution 
and religious freedom will be considered 
by the Synod of the Christian Reformed 

Church in June. Unfortunately, it may be overshadowed by 
a more contentious report on same-sex marriage. Another 
study report, on the doctrine of discovery, deals with the 
abuse of Christian doctrine to take control of land from 
indigenous people in North America. All three reports touch 
on religious freedom; while one calls for activism, the other 
two strike notes of caution to do so wisely. 

The persecution of Christians makes us angry and de-
fensive. Fear that secular society and diverse beliefs are 
cramping public space for Christians in North America 
prompts a similar defensive reaction. The motive for the 
call to action in the Synod report on persecution is defen-
sive, as it says, “to protect the religious liberty we still en-
joy.” A note of caution about defensive action is warranted. 
More importantly, two less prominent themes in the report 
deserve more attention as guiding principles for action. 

Unintended consequences
History teaches caution about defensive action. Emotional 
campaigns to defend Christians under attack, often based 
on high profile cases, may help a few people but are un-
likely to affect sustainable change and may put others at 
risk. In the context of conflict, siding with one party can 
exacerbate conflict rather than build peace. When I worked 
to protect children in conflict situations I learned quickly 
that shaming one religious group could do more harm 
than good. Conflicts involving religious factors are almost 
always complex; religion is almost always not the only or 
even the main cause. Knowing the context well and using 
a peace-building approach are essential. If we act only to 
defend Christians, there is a good chance we may later need 
to apologize for our role in unintended consequences, as 
we need to do in response to the report on the doctrine of 
discovery.

Religious freedom for all
Two other themes in the report deserve more attention as 
guides for our action strategies. The first is promoting reli-

gious freedom for all persons, of whatever religion. While 
the report emphasizes that more Christians are suffering 
persecution right now, the most helpful response will be 
promoting religious freedom for all. A Reformed contri-
bution to work in this field should focus more strongly on 
promoting religious pluralism and working out the implica-
tions of what that means in practice, both globally and in 
North America. This could fill gaps in current campaigns 
for persecuted Christians.

On a personal level, as I learn and pray for persecuted 
Christians, it helps to intentionally also learn and pray for 
freedom for persons of other faiths or no faith. 

Other rights of equal value
The second theme is recognition that religious freedom is 
one right among other human rights. If we really believe 
all people are created in the image of God, then all human 
rights are important and interdependent. While the report 
acknowledges this, much of it leaves the impression that 
religious freedom is more important than other rights or a 
trump card in the field of human rights. 

In reality, many issues arise from conflicts between 
different rights claims that are not black and white. In my 
work on children’s rights, for example, religious beliefs are 
frequently used to justify early marriage, limited education 
for girls or denial of access to information about sexuality 
– all of which infringe on a young person’s right to develop 
their full potential as persons before God. In practice, the 
political influence of religious groups often prevents action 
to protect the rights of young people. If we base our actions 
on the interdependence of all rights, we will use dialogue 
to seek common ground and accommodation where pos-
sible. That cannot be achieved by asserting that the claims 
of Christians for religious freedom are more important than 
other rights claims. Religious freedom should never be 
used to legitimize violations of other rights, and religious 
leaders need to speak about the limits of religious freedom 
as well as assert their own rights, in order to build a rights-
respecting society. 

The Reformed community has traditionally resisted 
“rights-talk,” except to defend its own causes, because 
of fear of individualism. Philosopher Nick Wolterstorff 
helps us understand that respect for rights is essential for 
a Scriptural approach to justice, but that approach has not 
yet permeated our practice (find out more of what Dr. Wolt-

erstorff says about justice and charity in a recent lecture 
via Thomas Wolthuis’ column on page 14). Meanwhile, 
the field of human rights has matured to develop cultural 
rights, group rights and tools to work through competing 
rights claims. Reformed sensitivity to communal as well 
as individual rights and its understanding of structural 
pluralism could be helpful contributions in the expanding 
field of human rights.

Implications for action
If a growing awareness of vulnerability in relation to our 
own rights claims for religious space leads to greater en-
gagement in the field of human rights, that is positive. Such 
engagement, however, should focus on building a rights-
respecting society for all, not just defending our rights.  

That approach affects what kind of actions we take. For 
example, the report suggests persecution is more important 
than other justice issues because, “it has a direct impact 
on the church itself.” Awareness of the interconnected-
ness of rights suggests that working for other rights is 
just as important as our claims. In the provision of faith-
based public services, it means considering the rights of 
recipients as well as asserting the rights of the provider. It 
means paying special attention to the rights of those with 
less power, a biblical theme that the Belhar draws to our 
attention. Including it along with the three defensive Re-
formed confessions might have been helpful for the report’s 
recommendations. 

On a personal level, including advocacy on some mat-
ters where religious beliefs are being misused helps me 
maintain a humble perspective. It reminds me that we can 
be offenders as well as defenders of religious freedom. 

Kathy Vandergrift is a public policy analyst who specializes 
in children’s rights and social justice. She holds a Master’s 

Degree in Public Ethics from St. Paul’s University in Ottawa.

Act wisely on persecution and religious freedom
Second Thoughts
Kathy Vandergrift

Second            Thoughts

Taste & See
Monica deRegt

Kathy Vandergrift

Religious freedom is one right 
among other human rights.

Photographers 
needed!
If you enjoy taking pic-
tures – whether or not you 
consider yourself a “pho-
tographer” – and are look-
ing for publication but not 
necessarily pay, email photos@christiancourier.ca. 
We are starting an in-house database of images to use 
alongside future articles in CC. 

you can also sign up to be on a listserve which 
will periodically send out specific assignments. 
you will receive credit in an award-winning 
publication, both print and online, but not cash. 
We are especially interested in photos taken 
by Canadians, but are open to all good photos. 
*Feel free to share and pass on to friends.

C
SMC
SM

C
SM

A young boy sits next to Coptic Christian graffiti in an alley 
as Muslim women pass by in Abu Qurauas, Egypt.

The U.S. army granted Capt. Singh permission to wear his 
turban and beard in accordance with Sikh faith

Consider the rights of recipients along with the rights of providers.
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Angela Reitsma Bick

Both parents and a brother are lost when 
the Atlantic ice cracks and three lives slip 
beneath its shifting surface. Two sets of 
orphans are created out of the children left 
behind. Toddlers Alexander Macdonald and 
his twin sister are taken in by grandparents, 
while three older brothers – teenagers – live 
on their own. They are all part of a tight-knit 
Cape Breton clan, descendants of Calum 
Ruadh, a Scot who came to Canada in 1779. 
Their great-great-great-grandfather appears 
regularly in conversation like he’s a next 
door neighbour. When the brothers notch and 
saw through the trunk of a perfect, 30-foot 
spruce, it is severed but remains upright. Its 
upper branches are so tightly twined with 
the surrounding trees that it cannot fall. This 
is an apt image for the power of family and 
family history in Alistair Macleod’s majes-
tic novel No Great Mischief. 

In their early twenties the older brothers leave Cape Breton to become specialized 
development miners. Alexander joins them in northern Ontario after an accident claims 
a Calum Ruadh member. The various competitive construction crews stick together in 
ethnic groups as they risk their lives to make a living drilling for black uranium ore. The 
Calum Ruadh miners find themselves speaking Gaelic more and more. At night dreaming 
men shout phrases in their languages of origin. Rivalry between the groups escalates. 
Instead of reaching up to the heavens like those around the Tower of Babel, these men 
blast down into the earth in search of black gold. 

No Great Mischief, Macleod’s only novel, showcases his gift for setting. Restless 
as their ancestor, Macdonalds scatter across Canada without severing their East Coast 
roots. They return constantly, in conversation and memory if not in the flesh. Alexander 
exchanges the jackleg drill for a dentist drill as he settles in southern Ontario. His twin 
sister moves to Calgary, a successful film actress. Their oldest brother Calum lives on 
skid row in Toronto and checks the weather in Cape Breton daily.  

After an austere upbringing, affluence now sits uneasily on the shoulders of the twins. 
What has been lost, and what gained, in the march toward prosperity from harder times? 
Macleod is not so foolish as to romanticize either extreme, yet tensions remain. When his 
grandmother comes to visit Alexander’s “lovely big house,” she cannot fathom why they 
need a cleaning lady. 

No Great Mischief accentuates both the beauty and the brevity of life. driving into the 
heart of Toronto, Alexander notices people jostling each other in the streets and speaking 
in various dialects; items in the windows that “claim to be imported”; brazen but weary 
pigeons that waddle like pompous businessmen along the sidewalk. And then this line, 
which stands out for me as the central theme: “Here beyond the expensive restaurants and 
the region of towers, the battle between restoring and destroying goes on.” He’s describ-
ing a construction site but it applies to landscapes and relationships no less. How will 
you spend the time you’ve been given? Every action takes a side in this ongoing battle.

At its heart, this novel is an elegy – for their parents, for the bloody history of their 
clan, for a loss of community and for the possibilities of what might have been, which 
continue to haunt both brothers.  

“If you had been with them,” Alexander says to Calum of their parents’ deaths, “you 
would have gone down too.” “I look at it differently,” Calum replies. “If I had been with 
them I might have saved them.”

Both want to understand why things happen the way they do and, without recognizing 
the hand of God at work, excavate family honour and history for the answers. It’s a futile 
search, but not a hopeless one. Much of the great love God has for us, his children, is 
demonstrated in the self-sacrificial love of the Calum Ruadh clan. Grandparents take in 
toddlers, Alexander forgoes graduate work for the mines, and relatives 
save Calum from arrest. Along with her love, their grandmother hands 
down this refrain, which rings true in the past and in the present: “All of 
us are better when we’re loved.”  

‘Better when 
we’re loved’

No Great Mischief 
Alistair Macleod
McClelland & Stewart, 1999

Kathy Vandergrift

Stories that lead to change involve 
risks for the teller. dr. Ruth Tucker 
wants her personal story in Black 
and White Bible: Black and Blue 
Wife to stimulate change and takes 
risks to do that. It is an intimate story 
of abuse at the hands of her evangeli-
cal pastor-husband. She tells it as a 
case study of the hierarchical model 
of male headship in practice. It is a 
moving story, worth reading and re-
flection; its effectiveness as an agent 
for change remains a question. 

Tucker’s abuse happened years 
ago, but diary entries and vivid de-
tails give her story an authenticity 
that counters the risk of not being 
believed. The inclusion of other 
stories reinforces the reality that her 
story of domestic violence within 
the Christian community is not a 
rare one. Honesty and openness 
about her own role, including com-
plicity in the abuse of a young girl 

who stayed in their home, removes a possible accusation that she only blames others for 
what became a dysfunctional household. In contrast she describes her second, healthy 
marriage, which gives her perspective on her past. It is, as the subtitle says, a “Story of 
Finding Hope after Domestic Abuse.” Tucker’s story, which cannot be easily dismissed, 
offers insights that allow one to to understand and improve the response to domestic vio-
lence within church communities. 

Tucker intentionally links her story to the ongoing debate about whether a paradigm 
of human relationships based on male headship and female submission or a paradigm 
based on mutuality between different genders is a closer interpretation of God’s creational 
intent as revealed in Scripture. 

It is a useful case study for two reasons. First, Tucker’s husband explicitly based his 
actions on his strong belief in male headship. The need for control lead to incidents 
such as stealing her manuscript when she would not change it to suit his views and beat-
ing her for not voting as he thought she should. The story illustrates how vulnerable a 
well-educated, capable woman can be in a culture that demands submissive obedience 
and unquestioned control. As she expressed it, “How we interpret the Bible makes a 
difference. And the stakes were high in my marriage.” 

Secondly, Tucker’s story is useful because she cannot be labelled a radical feminist. 
In fact, most women would disagree with her description of her husband as a good father 
while he frequently hit her in front of their son. Research clearly shows that witnessing 
violence at home is very harmful for children. Many readers will also wonder why she 
stayed for 19 years.

Response to her story in reviews by those who advocate the male headship paradigm 
is that her husband was a poor example of headship. That is true, but more response is 
needed to address abuse, the limits of submission and holding abusers accountable. Tucker 
turned to other leaders, such as the well-known dr. John Piper, and heard the message 
that wives should not leave even when suffering physical abuse. There is no discussion 
of the limits of submission or intervention in “bad cases.” This is a story of the failure of 
the church to be there for Ruth Tucker, a story that is all too familiar to those who work 
with victims of domestic violence. Only when she feared for her life and the life of her 
son did she take the risk of planning an escape. Tucker’s story is a disturbing call to take 
domestic abuse seriously rather than dismissing it as an isolated bad example of headship. 

Tucker’s wider critique of headship/submission and advocacy for mutuality between 
genders is open to more questions. She randomly weaves Scripture, his-
tory, and theology into her personal story. While readers may reasonably 
disagree with her interpretations of Scripture and history, that does not 
detract from her story. If it opens up new conversations on these issues, 
rooted in real-life experience, it is worth the read.  

Black and White Bible, Black and Blue Wife:
My Story of Finding Hope after Domestic Abuse 
Ruth A.Tucker, 2016

Abuse fueled 
by theology

Kathy Vandergrift lives in Ottawa.
Angela Reitsma Bick was just lost for a week in another sea-

side story: the remarkable New Zealand novel The luminaries.
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James Dekker

According to u2’s lead vocalist, Bono, 
“Give a man a fish, he’ll eat for a day. Give 
a woman microcredit, and she, her husband, 
her children and her extended family will 
eat for a lifetime.” Ok, that’s a catchy plug 
in a FINCA (Foundation for International 
Community Assistance) brochure. But as 
a man who did a decent job supporting our 
family of three daughters, my feelings were 
a little hurt. Come to think of it, though, 
my wife Rose basically bought our house 
working outside the home for ten years 
after our children had left. Maybe Bono is 
onto something. 

Entrepreneurial feminism  
– Nigerian-style
After a mid-January visit to the  Progressive 
Women Multi-purpose Co-operative 
Society, Ltd. in Jos, Northern Plateau State, 
Nigeria, my hurt feelings proved scrawny 
evidence to counter Bono’s claim. One 
Harmattan-hazy afternoon, 11 members 
of that micro-loan and investment co-op 
gave several Beacon of Hope staffers and 
me an hour and a half of their time. In the 
sanctuary of the downtown Jos Universal 
Reformed Christian Church of Nigeria, they 
told the story of modest yet bold entrepre-
neurial efforts that sustain families while 
also contributing to wider community de-
velopment and income generation.

This co-op was dreamed up only three 
years ago;  it sunk its original roots as a sup-
port group for AIDS/HIV-positive women. 
Though effective for the women who dared 
attend, the group’s impact was limited; to 
admit suffering from AIDS or being HIV-
positive carries a stigma. Recognizing this, 
staff from Beacon of Hope (a Nigerian 
NGO originally founded by World Renew) 
suggested founding a women’s co-operative 
for income generation.

No seed money, but seeds of hope 
The women’s co-op was a great idea, but 
Beacon of Hope had no money to seed small 
businesses or establish rotating micro-loan 

projects. Instead it offered what it did have: 
training in business management – ac-
counting, hiring, setting wages, cooperation 
among friends or colleagues for the benefit 
of the larger community, materials and 
dedicated staffers experienced in grassroots 
community development.

In July 2014, 30 women began attending 
evening classes in the church building. All 
were self-employed small business owners, 
buying fabric, vegetables and household 
goods as cheaply as they could from whole-
salers and selling it for slightly more on the 
street or in market stalls. Though all the 
women had been working independently, 
none was able to purchase enough volume 
to sell at livable profit margins. 

Into the business world of Jos
By late summer, after intensive training, the 
women were confident enough to move into 
the real world of cooperative business. As 
agreed in their charter, each woman was to 
contribute 250 Nigerian Nairas (Nra) week-
ly to establish a seed fund for low-interest 
micro-loans. By the end of 2014 the co-op 
treasury had gathered Nra 175,000. (The 
Naira fluctuates dramatically, currently 
about 150 to Cdn $1, though in January 
the rate was 260 to 1.) With that float, the 
women decided that loan applications could 
begin. 

Applicants requested varying amounts. 
Loans were granted based on previous busi-
ness experience, need and the viability of 
the business plan each woman presented. 
At first, almost all loans were designated to 
buy palm oil in bulk from southern Nigeria 
to be trucked north to Jos, a distance of 530 
kilometres. With the fledgling cooperative 
serving as their own middle-woman, mem-
bers were able to secure prices far lower 
than they could if purchasing the 25-litre 
jugs independently.  

Before and since the co-op’s founding, 
times have often been hard. Remember, 
when times are good in Jos, things still look 
achingly precarious for soft Western week-
end-missionaries like me. The women’s 
families would often pass many weeks 
with only one solid meal a day or less. Into 
such a situation had stepped promoters from 
Beacon of Hope with experience, patience 
and education. 

Courage to stay
During their first year of operation, the 30 
charter members had dwindled to 25. Five 
left, said Blessing, the group’s spokes-
woman, “because they decided they didn’t 
want only to contribute without getting 
anything back for more than six months.” 
(I didn’t ask if those women were refunded 
their contributions.) 

Those who stayed, though, managed not 
only to survive the first year and a half, but 
also to grow modestly and expand their 
businesses.  In 2015 Jos’s “Progressive 

Women” had indeed gone multi-purpose as 
their full name hoped. In mid-March 2015 
the co-op purchased “futures” in cash for 
48 jugs of palm oil in 25-litre jugs. Through 
unexpected generosity, they enjoyed free 
transportation, thus cutting costs more than 
expected by the wholesale purchase. At the 
time of my visit, 36 jugs had arrived, 12 
more were awaiting delivery. For 2016 the 
co-op hopes to order and receive 50 jugs; 
Blessing said that March and April are 
the best months to purchase the “futures,” 
because that is when the palm oil supply 
is greatest.

Becoming multi-purpose
As income gradually consolidated and rose, 
several members were able to branch out 
into different business ventures. One mem-
ber who wasn’t present at that day’s meeting 
had constructed a shed in her family’s small 
courtyard for up to one thousand broiler 
chicks. Though visionary, that woman was 
able to purchase only 50 chicken with a 
loan from the co-op. With income from 
her palm oil sales, she began paying off 
the loan in December. Hoping to finish 
paying by the end of February, she plans 
to buy more chicks soon if her pioneering 
attempt succeeds. 

At the time of my visit the chicks were 
four weeks old, with a life expectancy of 
but four more weeks. At that time they 
would be ready for market. Yet this small 
farming business is not without its risks. 
While I was there four of the 50 chicks had 
died, cutting into hoped-for profit and put-
ting an anxious look on the woman’s face. 

Risks faced with the co-op’s trust
As with that woman’s experience, bright 
dreams often go hand in hand with dark 
shades of risky nightmares. Take Margaret, 
for instance. She carries a supply of choco-
lates, spices, fabric wraps, powdered milk 
and sundries on her back and heads to 
various markets in Jos. One sad day last 
November Margaret rode in a “ke-ke,” a 
three-wheeled covered taxi used throughout 
developing countries for affordable trans-
portation. When she got to her stop, she 
paid her driver and then absent-mindedly 
walked away, leaving her livelihood, valued 
at Nra 60,000, in the ke-ke. No amount of 
searching could recover the goods. 

Though devastated at the time, she was 
encouraged to join Progressive Women and 
has applied for a loan to start over. In 2015 
the cooperative collected Nra 253,000. 
Margaret and her family were hoping she 
would soon qualify for a loan to get into the 
work of selling palm oil.

During our conversation I wondered 
aloud if palm oil could be used to light 
lamps still used whenever electricity goes 
out, which is a regularly irregular event. 
The women looked at me like the foolish 
visitor, as I often self-identified. But I was 

trying to make a biblical joke. To explain 
the joke (humiliating in any culture), I told 
them they should rename their co-op “The 
30-plus Wise Bridesmaids,” in homage to 
Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25. Finally they 
laughed – whether at my foolishness or just 
to humour me, I don’t know.

But they did get the point. Blessing re-
sponded, “No, we don’t use palm oil for 
lamps, but we do sell it for frying food – 
plaintains, fish, chickens and chick peas that 
some of our members also sell. Meanwhile, 
we’re all still waiting for the Bridegroom 
for as long as he tarries.”

One thing for sure: the Bridegroom didn’t 
come before the Progressive Women’s Multi-
purpose Co-operative became an officially 
registered association in Nigerian law. The 
women showed me the laminated document, 
dated December 15, 2015, certifying the 
co-op’s legal recognition. I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if the Progressive Women show that 
document to the Bridegroom when he visits 
one of their meetings in the new heavens and 
new earth.  

Women waiting for the bridegroom in Jos, Nigeria

James Dekker visited Nigeria 
to lead a spiritual retreat with 
Christian Reformed World 
Missions and World Renew 
staff as one of his happy duties 
as “Pastor to Missionaries.” 
He saw deeply grounded 

Christian spirituality in action during his visit 
to the Progressive Women’s Multi-purpose 
Co-operative that January afternoon.Co-op member in front of her broilers.

Top: Progressive Women’s Multipurpose 
Cooperative Society Limited, Jos, Nigeria 
Bottom: Blessing, holding an official cer-
tificate of the Cooperative.
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Bonnie Beldan-Thomson  
 

The ancient Celts were robust travellers 
who moved throughout Europe. Some acted 
as mercenaries for the Roman army, then 
settled in Galatia where they may have read 
Paul’s Epistle. 

Beginnings
Celtic influence on twenty-first century 
Christendom began with Irish raiders of the 
fifth century. They abducted a 16-year-old 
Briton who was made a slave-herdsman 
on the Slemish Mountains of Ireland. In 
his misery, Patrick remembered the God 
of his grandfather and father. He began to 
pray. Day and night he prayed. 

God answered by giving him visions, 
providing him with freedom and then call-
ing him back to preach to those who had 
enslaved him. God blessed his ministry 
and in the next century many islands of the 
Hebrides became home to hermit-monks. In 
563 AD Columba – warrior, priest, monk 
– established a monastery on Iona which 
became a base from which monks spread 
the Gospel across the land inhabited by 
fierce Picts which is present day Scotland.

After five hundred years, the Celtic 
monasteries had been ravaged by Viking 
raids and defeated politically by the Roman 
church. Celtic voices of worship were silent 
for a millennium. Then, like a seed long 
dormant, the Celtic branch of Christianity 
began to grow and flower. 

Holistic
The Irish Celts, a rural people, did not as-
sume that the physical was the enemy of 
the spiritual. Rather, in their world view, 
physical activities supported spiritual prac-
tice. For example, as monks walked for 

visitation, they chanted Psalms. A compar-
able practice in our time would be to use our 
cell phone for calling up Scripture passages 
we wish to memorize and meditate upon, 
or to have a page of Scripture verses on 
the passenger seat of our car for reference 
at stop lights. 

Creation was seen as a textbook for 
learning about the Creator. The traditional 
prayer referred to as Patrick’s Breastplate, 
like the Psalms, incorporates vivid physic-
al description: “The virtues of the starlit 
heaven . . . the whiteness of the moon at 
even . . ..” Also, liturgies from both Patrick 
and contemporary sources make reference 
to Christ’s presence in every direction: 
above, below, beside, to the left and right, 
within, without. David Adam’s book of 
Celtic prayer, Rhythm of Life, which was 
published at the end of the last century, 
provides prayers for each day of the week 
and gives one of those days over to prayers 
that focus on creation.

Another characteristic of Celtic prayer, 
both then and now, is the strong focus on 
the Trinity and the naming of the three 
members of the Godhead. Prayers of the 
Northumbria Community in Northern 
England always begin and end in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Worship often took place outdoors 
around a stone cross which might be 14 
feet high. Sometimes carvings on the cross 
would illustrate Bible stories in the same 
way that later stained glass windows taught 
Scripture to people who could not read. The 
remainder of the cross might be carved with 
the energetic swirls and spirals of Celtic art, 
beautiful and rich in symbolism. The knots, 
with no visible beginning or end, represent 
eternity. The triquetra (trinity knot) is said 

to refer to Patrick’s use of the shamrock to 
illustrate the Trinity. A circle can be a re-
minder that God is complete or that God’s 
love is never-ending. We can extend this 
symbolism to pray a circle of love around 
people, or houses, villages, even cities that 
we pass as we travel, strangers we meet in 
the street, or suffering people on the other 
side of the world. 

Like the Apostle Paul and many mis-
sionaries today, St. Patrick worked within 
the culture and practice of the people he 
evangelized. He acknowledged the power 
of common grace in the “good pagan” who 
lived in ways that were honourable and just. 
He recognized the learning and spiritual in-
fluence of Druids when he referred to Christ 
as “my Druid.” Services were in Latin but 
there were also prayers, songs and hymns in 
the vernacular. Women in the Irish culture 
were respected and had leadership roles. 
Patrick founded many monasteries ruled by 
women. Brigit, who ruled over a monastery 
of both men and women, was revered as a 
female counterpart of Patrick. 

Scripture
Ancient travel along trade routes brought 
Latin Scriptures to monasteries. They were 
highly prized and faithfully copied by monks 
who worked in monastic Scriptoriums day 
after day, in the heat of summer and the 
dark chill of winter, to make copies of the 
Word of life. Such writing was a fearsome 
and wonderful responsibility. Not only 
were the words written on parchment with 
great care, the text was made beautiful 
through a process of illumination, highly 
decorative lettering and illustration. This 
can be seen in the Lindisfarne Gospels, the 
oldest remaining English Scripture, and the 
Book of Kells. But treasuring Scripture is 
not just a thing of the past. Bible readings 
are integral to today’s Celtic communities, 
embedded in daily prayers, illustrated in art 
and thoughtfully lived.

Yeast in the loaf
Patrick not only ministered spiritually, he 
worked for social justice. By the time of his 
death in 461 AD, the slave trade in Ireland 
had ended. The church he left behind pro-
moted peace, protected the vulnerable and 
fed and educated the poor. Contemporary 
Celtic communities minister to the whole 
person through the gift of hospitality.

Iona, the island where Columba estab-
lished his monastery, not only provides 
programmes and hospitality for guests 
from many countries, it also serves as a 
motherhouse for a worldwide commun-
ity. Members, who continue to be part of 
various denominations, make common 
vows such as living in simplicity, being 
accountable to each other for the use of 
time and material resources, chastity (living 
virtuously, whether single or married) and 
maintaining spiritual disciplines as a mark 
of obedience to God. Iona Community 
members are also required to engage with 
an issue of social justice. 

John Bell of the Iona Community has 
done a great deal to make music from 
Africa and Asia accessible to western con-
gregations. Perhaps the most useful for 
congregations are short, eight-bar songs 
which are easily harmonized and can be 
taught by rote during the service. The Grey 
Goose Resource Centre provides a great 
deal of international music as well as many 
books. The Northumbria Community and 
The Community of Aidan and Hilda also 
provide a variety of materials both on site 
and online.

Pentecost extended
The story of the Celtic church from the fifth 
to the twenty-first century is a side-bar in 
the great story that began with Pentecost. 
The Acts of the Apostles tells how the Spirit 
was given, the summons was obeyed, many 
came to Jesus and the world was differ-
ent. The young church grew quickly from 
Palestine to Africa, Asia and Europe. One 
colourful strand was anchored in Ireland, 
spread to Scotland and England and, from 
there, around the world. For the Celts, as 
for others, the Spirit changed lives for the 
edification of all and to the glory of God. 

Celtic Christian heritage

Bonnie Beldan-Thomson is a 
musician, writer and educator 
who lives and works near 
Toronto. 

St. Oran's chapel in the foreground with the Iona Abbey behind. St. Oran's door is always 
open. A candle burns all night long.

Mary Fleeson is a Christian who is also 
a visual artist. Her shop, the Lindisfarne 
Scriptorium, is in the village on the Holy 
Island of Lindisfarne. Mary’s creative ex-
pressions show the influence of early manu-
scripts and ancient calligraphy; her exuber-
ant, bright colours, strong lines and use of 
Scripture capture the energy and relevance 
of Celtic faith for our time. 
lindisfarne-scriptorium.co.uk/

http://www.lindisfarne-scriptorium.co.uk/
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Ineke Medcalf

Editor’s note: An Israeli group called 
“Breaking the Silence” is currently taking 24 
novelists through the West Bank as research 
for an upcoming book of essays marking the 
50th anniversary of Israel’s occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza. American writer 
Ayelet Walman, head of the project, says the 
book will not analyze the conflict but simply 
bear witness to these questions: What does 
occupation look like? What does it feel like 
to live under occupation? The collection 
will be published in 2017 by HarperCollins.

One of  Christian Courier’s staff members, 
Ineke Medcalf, has travelled to the West 
Bank three times in the past two years. The 
following narrative does the same thing: 
it bears witness to what life is like in the 
West Bank  today; it is, as Walman calls it, 

“Occupation 101.” 

This past fall, I was once again in the West 
Bank (WB), Palestine. While spending a 
few days in Bethlehem, I decided to visit 
Aida Refugee Camp, located two kilometers 
north of Nativity Square. Like other refugee 
camps in the WB, Aida has been there since 
1948. It is populated by approximately 
6,000 Palestinians who were living in what 
has now become known as Israel. Some 
in the refugee camp still hold the keys to 
their homes in hopes of returning one day. 
Of course their homes are long gone or 
occupied by Israelis; the Palestinians have 
no right of return. 

I visited Ahmad, a man  in his 40s who 
has lived his entire life in this camp. His 
parents are also there. He has little hope 
for his children, as he cannot afford higher 
education for them. He has health issues 
brought on, he believes, by poor water 
quality in the camp. Aida is crowded. There 
is minimal green space or playgrounds. The 
one soccer field available to the children 
in Aida was cut off by the separation wall 

which runs along one side of the camp. 
During my training to become an 

Ecumenical Accompanier (EA) in the West 
Bank, I met a young Israeli man who had 
completed his military service. He was a 
member of the group Breaking the Silence 
(breakingthesilence.org.il). He told us that 
refugee camps are used to train Israeli 
soldiers. There, new soldiers learn how to 
break into homes, arrest people, take over 
neighbourhoods and so on. They are heavily 
armed and on high alert. 

Throwing stones
This information partially accounts for what 
I witnessed when I visited one home in the 
Fawwar refugee camp where two teenage 
brothers had recently been arrested. They 
told me about how the soldiers had broken 
into their home in the middle of the night, 
grabbed the two boys and thrown them 
to the ground. They were blindfolded, 
handcuffed and taken away. Their parents 
were helpless to protect them.

The boys were accused of throwing 
stones at military vehicles a few days 
previous. The penalty for this is two to four 
years in jail. Of course the onus is on the 
teen to prove his innocence. They are also 
beaten and urged to give names of other 
stone throwers. One young man who had 
been released after two years proudly told 
me he did not give names.

Yes, boys do throw stones. It is their 
only defense and a way of feeling they are 
protecting their homes. Yet time and time 
again, they are told in different ways that 
they are powerless. 

I was also in Aida refugee camp when 
the Israeli Defense Forces came. Suddenly 
the sound of gunfire rang out. I tried to get a 
closer look. Over the loudspeaker, from one 
of the military vehicles, came a message 
in Arabic which later I learned stated: 

“People of Aida refugee camp, we are the 
occupation army. If you throw stones, we 

will hit you with gas until you all die –  the 
youth, the children, the old people; you 
will all die.”

Getting their stories out
That day many rounds of tear gas were fired. 
I found it painful to the eyes and throat.  I 
ended up sitting against a wall in a narrow 
street. It was getting dark and I could make 
out some men at the other end of the street. 
I hoped they weren’t soldiers. One started 
coming my way and I saw he was wearing 
a gas mask. He took me by the arm and led 
me to the other end of the alley –  about a 
block or so out of the refugee camp. There 
were several Palestinian young people 
looking curiously at me. One sprayed some 
liquid on my hands and indicated to place 
my hands over my eyes. Then they gave me 
some water and fruit to soothe my throat. 
One young girl spoke English and the first 
question she asked was, “Why would you 
come here to get yourself killed?”

It was a good question. I went because 
I want to see what Palestinians go through 
day after day, and to let them know that they 
are not forgotten – that some of us want to 
advocate on their behalf and get their stories 
out. I told her that their lives matter; they 
matter to me and more importantly, they 
matter to God.

She asked me more questions about my 
family and what I believe, and when I told 
her that I was going to Hebron the following 
day, she said it was too dangerous for me. 
These young people with all the challenges 
they face still showed such concern for me.

Later, I learned that an 8-month-old child 
had died that day from tear gas. When tear 
gas is shot in the camp, people will hurry 
to make sure any openings to their homes 
are blocked up since the gas permeates 
everywhere. And on this day, the IDF was 
firing indiscriminately and not just at the 
protesters. 

Nothing left to lose
The new wave of unrest this past fall 
is due in part to recent visits by Jewish 
groups to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound 
in occupied East Jerusalem, coupled 
with Israeli restrictions on Palestinian 
access to the mosque. Canada and the 
international community calls Israel’s 
unilateral annexation of East Jerusalem 
illegal. (See Canada’s policy on Palestine/
israel at international.gc.ca.) Another 
provocation has been the increase in home 
demolitions and the building of Israeli 
settlements. There have been incidences of 
Palestinians who have knifed or attempted 
to harm soldiers. These Palestinians are 
usually killed and their family homes are 
destroyed.

These attempts are usually carried out 
by those who feel they have nothing left 
to lose, and are done out of frustration. It 

is not systemic nor government policy. We 
often hear about the Israelis’ right to defend 
themselves, but when a Palestinian tries 
to defend himself, he is called a terrorist. 
I was in one village when the army and 
bulldozers came. Eid Suleiman, a villager, 
said, “Look, they come with guns and tanks 
and bulldozers. We have nothing. Who are 
the terrorists?” The Palestinians have no 
army to fight for them. On the wall which 
runs alongside Aida camp, are the words, 

“We cannot live, so we wait to die.”
I will admit that there were days I 

despaired –  when I saw that message on 
the wall, and I sat on rubble of a home 
and watched children coming from school 
and saw their faces as they realize their 
home is gone. There is nothing you can 
do or say.

No room for Christ
This land is where Christ came to earth, the 
so-called Holy Land. But he was not born 
in a place of privilege; rather, he arrived in 
humble surroundings and he walked with 
ordinary people living under occupation. 
Peace and reconciliation has failed to 
come from those in positions of privilege 
and power. So I believe it must come by 
ordinary people walking together – Jews, 
Muslims, Christians all believing that we 
are called act justly, love mercy and love 
our neighbour as ourselves.

May God fill us with his spirit and use 
us mightily to bring his love and justice to 
a world in need wherever we are. There 
will be times when we feel helpless, and 
our hearts ache, and there is nothing we 
can do or say. May we then know that we 
do not walk alone. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us.  

‘Why would you come here to get yourself killed?’

Homes in village of Um al Kher face frequent demolitions in an effort to drive the people 
off their land.

Refugee Camps in the West Bank
• 762,288  registered Palestinian 

refugees
• 19 camps
• 97 schools, with 51,327 pupils
• 2 vocational and technical 

training centres
• 42 primary health centres
• 15 community rehabilitation 

centres
• 18 women’s programme centres

Ineke Medcalf-Strayer was ap-
pointed by the United Church 
of Canada to serve with the 
Ecumenical Accompaniment 
Program in Palestine/Israel 
(EAPPI), a program of the 

World Council of Churches. She also works as 
an administrator for cc.
She speaks to groups and churches.You may 
contact her at imedcalf45@gmail.com.
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Second Thoughts
Kathy Vandergrift

Second            Thoughts

Taste & See
Monica deRegt

Kathy Vandergrift

New delights
“Why not go out on a limb? That's where 
the fruit is.”     

– Mark Twain

It might be hard to believe, but I was an 
extremely picky eater as a child. I, who 
am fascinated by all manner of delicious 
foods and read cook books for pleasure, 
used to turn my nose and literally gag at 
simple things like vegetable soup, onions, 
almonds, spinach and many, many more 
things. I received my first and only spank-
ing that I can remember for refusing to eat 
my supper of carrot stamppot, a Dutch 
meal of mashed potatoes and carrots with 
gravy and sausage. And even after that, I 
still couldn’t force it down. My stomach 
roiled at the mere mention of new foods.

Until one day, when I was a young 

teenager visiting my older sister Shirley 
for dinner. She is an excellent cook, but 
as a child I dreaded eating at her house 
because she loved trying new recipes, 
like hot spinach bread (yuck!) and clam 
chowder (gross!) and barbecued salmon 
steaks (ewww!). You may stop drooling 
now. She was also less willing than my 
mother to continue putting up with her 
youngest sister’s pickiness.

Surprised
So on this particular evening she had 
whipped up a salad to go with dinner. One 
look at it and I groaned inwardly. Hiding 
amongst suspiciously different-looking 
leaves were chunks of things that didn’t 
belong  in salads – oranges, avocados, 
nuts! Oh no, I thought, what was I going 
to do? I spied some fresh sliced strawber-
ries lying on top of the bed of lettuce and 
friends, and so I began to selectively place 
them – and only them – on my plate. 

My sister, bless her, didn’t let me get 
away with it. She insisted (ordered? con-
vinced?) that I must try the salad, and that 
I might just be surprised how good things 
taste if I would just give it a try. Well, fine, 
I thought, one mouthful ought to make 
her happy. To my great surprise one bite 
turned into two, three, and then second 
helpings of the most amazing salad I had 

ever tasted. And who knew almonds were 
so good?

Thus began my journey into the world 
of trying new things. It was a turning 
point for me, and not just with food. I 
now love experiencing all kinds of new 
things – foods, places, cultures, friends, 
languages and facts, and different styles of 

worship and prayer. I think it’s a healthy 
and vibrant way to approach life. There 
are times when I need to cling to tried and 
true “cheese pizza” realities in my life, but 
soon I’m ready to explore again. God has 
given us this world to “taste and see that 
the Lord is good” (Ps. 34:8) and I intend 
to do just that!  

Monica deRegt is the 
features editor for cc and 
now understands the joys of 
parenting a child who is a 
very picky eater. 

April 14th marked the 20th 
anniversary of my father’s 
death from non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma.  I  journaled 
throughout his ten-year illness 
in the hopes of someday 

writing a book about it. Maybe I’ll still get 
to that, but if I haven’t managed to do so in 
20 years, what are the odds? 

Once I had a conversation with friends 
on this intriguing topic: “Who are the five 
people in your life who’ve had the strongest 
impact on your faith?” Topping my list was 
my dad. It would take – you guessed it – a 
book to write about his influence on me with 
appropriate clarity and comprehensiveness. 
But here’s a teaser. 

Dad wasn’t preachy. The closest thing to 
a sermon might be an emphatic declaration, 
punctuated with a pointing finger, that you 
can’t expect a man who is hungry and has 
no shoes to listen to the gospel. First, you 
feed him and give him shoes; then you tell 
him about Jesus. He had a pronounced 
bias toward a “social gospel.” So I wasn’t 
completely surprised when, many years after 
he was gone, Mom revealed to me that her 
father had once called him a “communist.” 
As a young whippersnapper working in a 

cement factory, Dad had the temerity to 
criticize management and speak up on behalf 
of the employees. He always sided with “the 
little man.” No surprise, really. He grew up 
on “margarine street,” a disparaging Dutch 
phrase for government-subsidized housing. 

When asked to serve his church, Dad 
didn’t hesitate. He helped organize the 
Cadet program in Sarnia’s Second CRC and 
also in the Wyoming CRC, serving there 
as the club’s first Head Counsellor. Mom 
still has the faded certificate commending 
his dedication. He was an elder in both of 
those churches, too, and served a term as 
Board Chair for the John Knox Christian 
School Society. 

Dad’s convictions extended beyond his 
CRC community. Once he met a desperate 
and penniless Scottish family stranded at 
the Sarnia train station. He invited these 
strangers into our home and they stayed 
with us for several weeks. He spoke up at his 
local union hall promoting Sunday as a day 
of rest. Later in life, as a hog farmer, Dad 
regularly donated pork to widows. 

These commendable examples of 
Christian witness were but the public 
expression of Dad the family man. He loved 
our mom. He valued her work as mother and 

housewife. He complimented her meals in 
our presence and made sure we understood 
that a clean and orderly home was not a 
gift to be disrespected. It all sounds a bit 
too good to be true, I know, but I do have 
the corroborating testimony of five siblings.

He treated us kids well, too, patient, 
encouraging, never given to harshness. I’ll 
confess I was the most challenging. One 
night I skipped Young Peoples to meet up 
with an unchurched guy. I was careful, I 
thought, to return to church in time to get 
picked up. I hid in the washroom waiting for 
the right moment to join the others as they 
exited the classrooms. Suddenly I heard 
my dad’s voice. Alas, he’d come early and 
discovered I hadn’t been there! By the time 
I worked up the courage to face him, he’d 
already left. 

Flummoxed, I ended up at a friend’s 
house and had to call for a ride home. Dad 
said nothing as we drove in the inky night. 
Finally, turning into our lane, he quietly 
expressed how disappointed he was in 
me. He didn’t ask where I’d been or what 
I’d been doing. I may have mumbled a 
half-hearted “sorry,” I don’t recall, but 
his merciful restraint reverberates in my 
memory. 

When I was a child, our church constructed 
a Wayside Chapel for Travelers that stood 
for decades on the highway, a shining jewel 
box when lit up at night, stocked with tracts 
and a taped sermon by Rev. A. DeJager. Dad 

helped build 
or maintain 
this miniature 
church (we’re 
n o  l o n g e r 
sure which), 
a storybook 
edifice that 
charmed me 
whenever we 
drove past.

Suddenly 
I understand. 
Dad is that church. A “little man” housing 
God. An everyday Christian hostel. Come 
stay with us, soup’s on, pick out a pair of 
shoes. 

Dad wasn’t perfect. He made mistakes. 
But that’s for the book. Here’s today’s 
takeaway: Weary, perplexed Christian parent, 
take heart. You are foundation, tabernacle, 
temple. Glory is your cornerstone. Have 
faith, keep faith: “This is the victory that 
has overcome the world, even our faith” (1 
John 5:4).  
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Cathy Smith is a retired teacher and  
Contributing Editor with cc.

The Wayside Chapel, shown above, awaits 
planned restoration at Lakewood Christian 
Campground this summer. Cathy's dad 
Tony Boer is shown on page 1.

Dressing
½ cup good quality olive oil
3 tbsp red wine vinegar
1 tbsp lemon juice
1 tbsp sugar
½ tsp salt
½ tsp dry mustard
1 garlic clove, crushed

Salad
1 head of butter or Boston lettuce, torn 

into bite sized pieces
2 green onions, finely chopped
10 oz can of mandarin oranges, drained
½ cup sliced fresh strawberries
1 ripe avocado, peeled and sliced (or 

substitute sliced cucumber)
¼ cup shelled sunflower seeds
½  cup slivered almonds
2 tbsp butter (for frying nuts/seeds)

Combine dressing in a jar; shake well to 
blend. Heat butter in non-stick pan and 
saute nuts and seeds on low heat until 
light brown. Drain on paper towel. Toss 
all other ingredients together with dress-
ings and nuts/seeds. Serve immediately. 
Won’t keep.

Committee Salad
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It is gray and chilly as 
I write. Many of us are 
longing fervently for the 
warmth and sunshine of 
spring. 

However late, we know 
that spring will come. And summer will 
follow. Despite the cold, the rain-soaked 
grass has turned green. The daffodils 
appeared (and were snowed upon); 
the tulips are just now blooming. The 
squirrels are active again, and chickadees, 
goldfinches and sundry sparrows are 
visiting our feeders. Our God assures us 
that the seasons will follow each other 
as long as the earth endures, that is, until 
Christ returns and this old earth will be 
radically transformed into our new earth 
home.   

Every spring, even in non-springtimes 
like now, when I choose the hymns we 
sing each week at our church (where I’m 
the music director), I include a few that 
praise God as Creator and thank him for 
creation’s beauties. Perhaps the best-known 
among the handful of such hymns is “For 
the Beauty of the Earth” (text by Folliott 
Pierpoint, 1835-1917). Its refrain says: 
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise/ This our 

sacrifice of praise. It is sung in response to 
each of the five stanzas which call attention 
to specific creational gifts: the beauty of the 
earth and skies; the “wonder of each hour” 
of day and night; hills, vales, trees, flowers, 
sun, moon, stars; the joy of hearing and 
sight; and finally, the joy of human love of 
family and friends. 

He has done marvelous things
There are numerous Psalms that delight in 
the creation and God as Creator but, perhaps 
oddly, few such hymns. “All Things Bright 
and Beautiful,” a 19th century English/
Anglican classic by Cecil Alexander, is 
even more detailed than Pierpoint’s hymn. 
It acknowledges many “creatures great and 
small” as wonderful works of God. Again, 
the refrain summarizes the each stanza:  All 
things bright and beautiful, All creatures 
great and small, All things wise and 
wonderful: The Lord God made them all.  
Some hymns have specific stanzas that 

focus on God’s works of creation. One 
that is well-known is “Earth and All Stars” 
(20th century text by Herbert Brokering). 
Using the phrase from Psalms 96 and 98 
which exhorts us to “sing to the Lord a new 
song,” the hymn begins, Earth and all stars! 

Loud rushing planets! Sing to the Lord a 
new song! The second verse urges, Hail, 
wind, and rain! Loud blowing snowstorm! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Flowers and 
trees! Loud rustling dry leaves! Sing to the 
Lord a new song! And here too, the refrain 
following each stanza summarizes, but it 
also becomes very personal for each singer: 
He has done marvelous things. I too will 
praise him with a new song! 

There’s a 21st century hymn that’s a fine 
example of this genre. But it is unique in 
approach and in the comprehensiveness of 
its biblical message. That is made obvious 
by the subject headings for this hymn at 
hymnary.org: “Covenant/Salvation History; 
Creation/Earth Day/Environment; Sunday/
Sabbath.” Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, a 
Presbyterian pastor as well as hymn-poet, 
wrote “Creator God, You Made the Earth” 
in 2007. It can be sung to any appropriate 
tune with an 8.7.8.7 meter (each number 
equals syllables per line). One might say 
its content looks more at the forest than 
the trees. And not only is it biblically 
sound, it’s exceptionally liturgically useful 
because of its breadth. I recommend trying 
it with a tune you like. I suspect it will 
become a favourite.
Creator God, you made the earth, 

A gift beyond comparing! 
You called it good, you gave it worth, 
You placed it in our caring.

You gave your gift of Sabbath rest, 

Your pattern for creation. 
You give us times to heal, to bless, 
To join in celebration.

You give us Christ, who reconciled 
The things of earth and heaven. 
In him, you call each one your child! 
What wondrous love you’ve given!

Because we’ve turned away from you, 
This world still needs your healing. 
Creation longs to be made new 
Through Christ, your love revealing.

God, by your Spirit, may we be 
Communities of caring, 
That as we’re healed, your world may 
see 
The hope that we are sharing.  
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Marian Van Til (mvantil@roadrunner.
com) is a former Christian Courier editor
living in Youngstown, N.Y. She blogs at
ReformedRevelry.wordpress.com.

“It’s not fair.” Many famous 
people have said that line, 
not to mention every child. 
We all long for justice. 

Our Geneva Lecturer at 
the University of Iowa this 
spring was Dr. Nicholas 

Wolterstorff. His public lecture was 
“Charity is Not Enough: Why Justice 
Matters.” He reflected on his experience 
in South Africa in the 1970s, where the 
defenders of Apartheid argued that they 
were a generous people who had given 
much to the other races. The victims of 
Apartheid responded that charity was not 
enough. They demanded justice. Charity 
cannot excuse people from doing less than 
justice. Charity must include justice. The 
audience was very receptive.

It was the second presentation that 
triggered some controversy. In “What Makes 
Gratuitous Generosity Sometimes Unjust?” 
Wolterstorff used the parable of the workers 
in the vineyard in Matthew 20:1-16 as a 
jumping off point for the issue. The fact that 
the later workers were paid the same as the 
first occasioned a significant debate.

Three responses
Although the owner responds to the 
grumblers “Didn’t you agree to work 
for a denarius? I am not being unfair to 
you,” people often react by siding with the 
workers. This was not fair. Even young 
children recognize this. 

Conservatives say it is not fair to reward 
the “slackers.” They assume if you are not 
ready for work right at the crack of dawn, 
you are lazy. They argue that this type of 
behavior would ruin the economic system. 
The next day no one would work all day if 
working only a couple hours gets you a full 
day’s pay.

Progressives say this is not generosity. 
The owner has a duty to give a living wage 
to everyone who works for him. How could 
the owner justify owning the field and 

deciding wages if the workers do not have 
their basic rights to daily food, shelter and 
health care met?

Pious voices argue that God can 
do whatever God wants to do. To this, 
Wolterstorff rightly countered that if we 
are to be image bearers of God, we need 
to understand how God acts so we can act 
accordingly.

Just charity
What are the principles for charity? Charity 
must be just. That means it must recognize 
another’s rights as an image bearer and give 
them what is due to affirm and advance their 
worth and dignity. Charity goes beyond 
justice, although never less than justice. 
Charity should not take that which has 
been promised to another and give it away. 
Charity should not exclude some because 
of discrimination, unjustified ill will or 
favouritism. Charity should not publically 
disgrace or demean anyone. If one does not 
have enough to give to all, how does one 
give justly?

Gracious generosity 
In the discussion time, everyone was 
concerned about justice but no one was 
advocating for charity or generosity. While 
encouraged that people were pro-justice, 
I found it concerning that there was little 
wrestling with charity or grace.

The parable is still doing exactly what 
Jesus meant it to do. It is messing with our 
understanding of the world. Before this 
parable is the story of the rich young man. 
Peter asked what the disciples will gain for 
following Jesus. Jesus makes a huuuuge 
promise of a 100x reward, but then comes 
this parable surrounded by the phrase about 
the reversal of the last and the first.

This parable jumbles our categories. If you 
are only working for your pay, your reward 
or your purposes, you will not be satisfied. If 
you are in competition with everyone else, 
you will not win. If you think you are God and 
can decide what is just, you will be left with 
a lot of questions. If you are only concerned 
about your rights, you will complain and lose. 
Let this parable continue to challenge you to 
image God in gracious generosity.

Thank God that his fundamental principle 
in dealing with us is generosity and grace; 
it is not restricted to justice. Be a gracious 
person, not violating justice but going 
beyond it. 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is 
good. And what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8 
NIV).  

 

Rev. Tom Wolthuis is a minister in the 
Christian Reformed Church.

Ambassador: 
Bridging the divide

‘It’s not fair’
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There on stage at a recent 
marriage enrichment event 
stood a visiting pastor 
and comedian who was 
addressing the couples in 
the audience. He shared 
some opening jokes, and 

began telling us a bit about himself, and I 
have to admit he cracked some great jokes. 
The premise to his sharing was to talk 
openly about sex and other things we don’t 
often hear in a church setting. To be honest, 
whenever I hear someone say that he or she 
isn’t a conventional Pastor, i tend to cringe 
for what might come next. Not because I’m 
worried they’ll share too much but because I 
often leave disappointed in the lack of depth 
in their own transparency. For the record, 
this guy did pretty good.

As a pastor I understand the notion that 
we are “spiritual leaders” or “role models,” 
but I think that we have unhelpfully raised 
pastors, leaders and missionaries to levels 
of unattainable holiness. We foster an 

environment within church communities 
where people end up wearing a lot of masks. 
We often don’t have close community, or 
the language, or the courage to share what 
is really transpiring in our lives and so we 
form false appearances.  We share only the 
frivolities of the day or week. 

As I peruse social media, I notice it’s 
largely the showmanship of our own lives 
and that of our family. We tend to paint 
this picture of perfection, with success and 
riches being applauded. Little do people 
know the real issues and struggles that 
someone might be facing. I’m guilty of this 
in many respects. In 2005, I encountered 
God in a life-changing way. I knew that he 
was asking me to be transparent in my life 
and that hiding was no longer an option. 
So I began sharing my life with trusted 
people and then with those who wanted 
to hear “the whole story.” Interestingly, it 
was much easier to share about my struggle 
with same sex attraction and harder to admit 
that I struggled financially and often used 

overspending as a coping mechanism. Not 
to mention that I sometimes overate, that 
I needed a glass of wine to unwind and 
entertainment began to take over control of 
my life. The disciplines of what a “pastor” 
should do began to fall by the wayside. 
I struggled to maintain a vibrant prayer 
life and read the Word. Yet I would share 
everything but these things, because I was 
supposed to have at least these basics in 
place as a pastor.

Cleansed
Then one day I decided that I needed to 
just be a normal human being. Instead of 
wearing the title Pastor, I wanted to be 
Kenny, who just happened to be a pastor. 
I decided to lead authentically. I was tired 
of living an illusion of “perfect holy Pastor” 
who shared intimately about gender and 
sexuality but nothing else. I needed to go 
deeper with the ongoing struggles with 
spiritual disciplines and everyday life 
struggles. Here in this place I was free to 
question, think, grow, listen, speak and hear 
and most importantly to know that I was 
loved by God and that he would provide 
everything I needed in every area of my 
personal poverty. I began acknowledging 

my pretences and was strengthened and 
encouraged. It gave a place for others to 
show their own illusions and know that I 
too was growing and dependent on Jesus. 

Each one of us, no matter who we 
are and the titles we hold, are being 
transformed by Jesus’ initiatives. There 
are broken places within us that continue 
to need Jesus’ power to heal and restore. 
There are qualifications of certain job 
titles which are important and valuable 
and I don’t take these lightly, but when the 
pressures of the title take control of your 
life and you begin to falsify things in order 
that you appear better than you really are, 
it will only be a matter of time until you 
are either too tired or things just unravel by 
themselves. The hope here is God’s grace, 
which does not keep record of wrong but 
freely cleanses us from all our sinful ways. 
As we walk in the light of truth, we live in 
God’s amazing abundance.  
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Breaking illusions

“Next to asparagus, it’s my 
favourite.” I spun around to 
hear Darcy Repen, mayor 
of Telkwa, B.C., finish 
his sentence. What in the 
world could be even close 

to home-grown asparagus? Supermarket 
asparagus is a source of fibre at best. 
Asparagus snapped off and then steamed and 
slathered with butter has no close competitor 
at all in my list. 

Mayor Repen went on to wonder aloud 
where he could get some nettles. Nettles? 
I knew about them from hearing stories 
about their exceptional nutritional values; 
my daughter, the pharmacist, says this: 
“Whatever spinach has, nettles have a 
lot more.” I also knew about nettles from 
hearing conversations between immigrants 
from Europe who ate them during the hunger 
year in The Netherlands. 

I usually cut and dry a few bundles of 
stinging nettles and crumble them up as a 
winter tonic for our chickens. And I knew 
about stinging nettles from the burning itch 
that I got when I was weeding them from the 
edges of a garden without wearing gloves. 

As for Darcy Repen, he was in luck: on 
our farm in Quick we had enough nettles 
growing at the edge of one garden, along 
the lane and around the hay barn to feed a 
small army. So we left British Columbia for 
a trip to St. John’s, Newfoundland, watching 

the mayor fill a rubber tub with nettles. He 
wore gloves. 

100-km diet
The distinction between hunter-gatherer 
societies and agricultural societies is usually 
considered significant. There is a certain 
unstated superiority when talking about 
“down” from “our” world towards those 
cultures which scavenge, hunt, fish, collect 
and forage for their provisions. Perhaps our 
paternalism is disguised through a rosy-
tinted romanticism as we watch YouTube 
clips of folks collecting herbs, fruits, roots 
and fish from their forests. 

I’m pretty sure, however, that – barring 
those who gather magic mushrooms on 
Vancouver boulevards and the odd spring 
dandelion-leaf scrounging exhibition in a 
yard known to be free of Weed ‘n’ Feed 
– we think gathering food must be a very 
primitive, inefficient and impractical way 
of providing for our needs. 

And with those thoughts floating 
somewhere in my hypothalamus, cerebrum, 
cortex or appetite, we arrived in St. John’s. 
On a lovely guided tour of some surrounding 
regions by a local resident, we saw ocean, 
boats, gulls, coloured houses, an ATM on a 
deserted wharf and even blue sky. 

The high point of the trip for me, 
however, was a visit to Bidgood’s, a store 
and shopping centre located in the Goulds, 

a community on the Avalon Peninsula that 
also contains dairy farms. I fell in love with 
Bidgoods. Not just the friendliest people in 
the world (who typically call “my love,” and 
“my trout”), but a selection of goods and 
foods that were truly local. Here is a list of 
some of the items I could have purchased:
•	 Hand-knit mittens, scarves and sweaters 

from the outports
•	 Cod tongues
•	 Cod steaks
•	 Salt fish
•	 Bottled (canned) moose meat (By the 

way, one must pronounce the word 
as “baw’-ld” with a distinct syllabic 
break.)

•	 Live lobster, of course, and every 
other crustacean and shellfish you can 
imagine

•	 Bottled rabbit (snowshoe hare)
•	 Bottled deer (caribou)
•	 Frozen rhubarb pieces
•	 Frozen wild berries: cloudberries (or 

bakeapples); blueberries, sour berries, 
partridge berries and more 

Gathering also can support a certain 
type of manufacturing. In Twillinsgate, NL, 
Aukisland (as in “Auk Island” – an auk is 
a seabird) winery makes a number of fruit 
wines from wild berries. My agricultural 
interests and journalistic duties forced me 
to try these wines: I approved; then tried 
a second time, and a third for scientific 
accuracy. 

Wild pine mushroom harvesting has 
become big business in parts of B.C. 
However, in central British Columbia, 
indigenous people know every berry patch 

in their traditional territories, but so far none 
are included in agricultural organizations. 
This might be a cultural bias, but more 
likely – in my opinion – one based upon 
assumptions that hunting/gathering is not a 
real economic activity. 

Perhaps the good people in Newfoundland 
and Labrador have something to teach us 
about living on the good earth where God 
has placed us.  

Curt Gesch writes this from “At Wit’s Inn,” 
which is the name of the B & B he is staying 
in. He suggests that the NL government 
might also learn something in turn about the 
importance of libraries from other provinces. 
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Kenny Warkentin is Associate Pastor at Trin-
ity Baptist Church in Winnipeg, where he 
lives with his wife Paula and their daughter 
Phoebe. He blogs at kennypwarkentin.
blogspot.com.
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one of the perks of being dir-
ector of a farm organization is 
meeting the movers and shakers 
in agriculture and politics. over 
the years i have met many fed-
eral and provincial politicians. 

As a farmer and long-time director of the ontario 
Federation of Agriculture (oFA), i have also 
met many agriculture ministers, both federal and 
provincial. 

in 1961, at the age of 12, i went with my father 
to the local town hall to hear the federal minis-
ter of agriculture at the time, Alvin hamilton. 
hamilton was Ag Minister from 1960 to 1963 in 
Diefenbaker’s Pc government. his speech im-
pressed me, and ever since that day my ears have 
been tuned to agriculture ministers. Back in those 
days, cabinet ministers spoke in small towns and 
each time it was a big event. Alvin hamilton was 
a great politician.

April 12, 2016 was an interesting day as a 
group of local directors of the eastern ontario 
federations of agriculture (wearing their sunday 
best) went through security on Parliament hill 
at 6:30 a.m. to meet MPs in the Parliamentary 
restaurant for breakfast. it was the 12th annual 
Breakfast on the hill and Lobby Day. the rest of 
the day was spent meeting MPs. 

This year was somewhat different and more 
exciting than in previous years with so many 
new Liberal MPs. About 40 farmer representa-
tives and members of the ontario Federation 
of Agriculture, Quebec Farmers’ Association, 
L’Union des Cultivateurs Franco-Ontariens and 
the canadian Federation of Agriculture attended 
the day-long event. the ontario Federation of 
Agriculture is the largest general farm organiza-

tion in ontario, representing 36,000 farmers. 
this event provided an opportunity for ontario 

and canadian farmer representatives and mem-
bers to interact and discuss key agriculture and 
agri-food priorities with Members of Parliament, 
including hon. Lawrence MacAulay, Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food. Minister MacAulay 
addressed the attendees and spoke about the 
value of the canadian agriculture and agri-food 
sector.

Farm stats 
Key issues that were discussed throughout the day 
included Business risk Management programs, 
canadian food policy, investments in agriculture 
and agri-food and market access opportunities. 

some of the many important facts of canadian 
agriculture that were brought to the attention of 
the MPs are as follows:

* Agriculture has a tremendous role in canada, 
contributing $107 billion annually to the na-
tional economy.
* the agriculture and agri-food sector employs 
2.1 million canadians – one in eight canadian 
jobs. 
* canadian farmers utilize more than 160 
million acres of land from coast to coast –ap-
proximately seven percent of canada’s land 
resource.
* 98 percent of canadian farms are proudly 
family-owned and operated.
i was most impressed meeting the hon. Maryam 

Monsef, Minister of Democratic institutions. she 
arrived in canada as an 11-year-old refugee, 
leaving taliban-controlled Afghanistan with her 
widowed mother and two young sisters. in being 
elected to represent Peterborough–Kawartha, she 
became the first Afghan-born MP in Parliament’s 
history. She’s also the first Muslim Canadian to 
have a seat at the federal cabinet table and at 31 is 
the youngest member of Justin trudeau’s cabinet. 

A prominent activist in Peterborough, she 
boldly ran for mayor at 29 – and nearly won, 
finishing a close second to the incumbent. She 
won the Liberal nomination a year ago in May, 
narrowly edging out a former city councilor to 
represent the Liberals in an important bellwether 
riding.

i also got to meet and chat with the hon. 
Lawrence MacAulay. he knows farming, hav-
ing been a dairy farmer before he entered federal 
politics. MacAulay was born in 1946 in PEi and 
has represented the riding of cardigan, Prince 
Edward island in the house of commons since 
1988. on november 4, 2015, he was appointed 
the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food. it’s 
great to have an agriculture minister who has 
milked cows and tilled the soil. 

Meindert van der Galien was a representative 
of the Renfrew County Federation of Agriculture at 
the Hill Breakfast and Lobby. It wasn’t all serious 
trade talks and he shared some laughs with MPs he 
knew well. 

Jane Hoogendam

Do you ever feel like no one understands you? Does it seem as if the min-
ister is always praying for those who have physical struggles and forgets 
about mental illness? 

Feeling lonely and isolated is a challenge, and many people with men-
tal illness face this every day. Where does one go for help and support? 

the hope conference, held last month in cobourg, ont., focused on 
“hope and compassion to help with Mental illness: At home, at church 
and in the community.” speaker Dr. Victor shepherd from tyndale 
university college and seminary challenged us as a community to share 
our neighbour’s isolation and take away the social stigmatization. he 
shared how his community has embraced this concept in concrete ways 
through providing housing support and emotional support for the men-
tally ill.

Keynote speaker Amy simpson, best-selling author and Christianity 
Today contributor, spoke on how to break the stigma of mental illness. 
she shared her own heart-breaking experiences. Most of us, when sit-
ting in church, don’t think about mental health but statistics tell us that 
every family is affected by it to some degree. Amy noted that our society 

is becoming more accepting of mental ill-
ness and offering various supports, but the 
church seems to be the last place for feel-
ing “safe.” Why is this? churches should 
be at the forefront of the movement. 

she challenged us to become a church 
that loves our brothers and sisters in christ 
who are hurting from mental illness. in 
her book “Troubled Minds: Mental Illness 
and the Church’s Mission,” Amy shares 
her life journey with her mother’s schizo-
phrenia. she says “mental illness is a rob-
ber. It robs suffering people of at least a 
small piece of who they are – even during 
a short-term illness (72).” through her 
story, Amy asks us as a church, as friends 
and as family to “open our arms.”

Pain and healing
Various workshops were held throughout the day. i attended one where 
family members shared their personal stories, and found that by their 
openness and sharing their journey both heartbreak and hope become 
visible. Another workshop focused on strategies for caregivers. other 
workshops included suicide Prevention and Early intervention Psychosis 
Workshops, addressing how to develop awareness and support for those 
struggling with this.

At the beginning of the day we lustily sang together these words:
You are not alone if you are lonely; when you feel afraid, you’re not the 

only. 
We are all the same, in need of mercy. To be forgiven and be free.
It’s all you got to lean on, but thank God it’s all you need! 
next time you know someone struggling with depression, loneliness 

or other emotional needs related to mental illness, even if you don’t know 
what to say, visit and bring a casserole. Amy simpson calls mental illness 
the “no casserole illness” because we stay away, not knowing what to say. 
in contrast, physical illnesses or surgeries bring a plethora of casseroles. 

Break bread together and shatter the silence of fear by being present. 
It’s critical for churches to come alongside and understand those suffering 
from mental illness, taking away the stigma of shame. 

Jane Hoogendam is a freelance writer and educational 
therapist living in Cobourg, Ontario. The Hope Conference 

is sponsored by Faith and Hope Ministries and Shalem 
Mental Health Network.

Hope and compassion for 
the ‘No Casserole’ illness
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Breakfast with MPs 

Members of the OFA visit Parliament Hill to dis-
cuss Canadian food policy and other agricultural 
issues.
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Job Opportunities

Vacation

Holiday accomodation in 
Holland 

 with vehicle rentals and tours. 
chestnutlane.nl

Ft Myers pool home for rent 
by the week or month, Oct – May.

905-630-6711
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Birthday
July 27, 1928               April 27, 2016                                                                                   
Zuidwolde                        Woodstock 
Drenthe NL                            Ontario

John Streutker
Thanks be to God! He gives us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (I Corinthians 15:57)

With that confidence, God called 
home his child, John Streutker, at 
the age of 87. 

Dear husband of Annie (Vyn-Van 
Lingen) and predeceased by his first 
wife, Tolly (de Graaf) (1985).  

Father to: 
Grace & Tony Vandendool (Jason, Derek & Paige, Tanya & 

Damesh, Kristen, Erin & Steve)
Dorothy & Alfred Geerlinks (Melanie & Nathan, Janine & 

Gordon, Gregory & Natalie)
Rita & Gerald Klein-Geltink (Brian & Christine, Mark & Sarah, 

Kevin & Meghan, Bradley & Erica)
Clarence & Sandra Streutker (Brittany & Tim, Jonathan & 

Bethany, Jordan & Brittany, Mackenzie & Melanie, Alex)
Richard & Corina Streutker (James, Cassie & Casey, Jacob, 

Zachary, Benjamin)
Andrew & Rebecca Streutker (Sarah & Brad, Natasha & 

Gavin, Alison, Curtis, Ian) 
Stepfather to:

Mary & Paul McDonald (James, Josh, Brittany & Jacob)
Charles and Carrie Van Lingen (Bethany, Emily)
Patricia Martin (Melissa)

Great grandfather to 32 great-grandchildren.

Brother of Hennie Stevens (Drayton) and Arend & Hennie 
Streutker (Embro). Predeceased by his siblings Annie Balkema 
(1992) and Henry Streutker (1965).

The Funeral Service was held at Maranatha Christian Reformed 
Church, Woodstock, on May 3. Donations to Woodstock Chris-
tian School or to the Christian School of your choice would be 
appreciated by the family.

Mailing address:            Annie Streutker
565459 Towerline Rd., RR 8, Woodstock ON  N4S 7W3 

1926         June 16               2016

“My Grace is sufficient for you . . . .”
2 Corinthians 12:9

With grateful hearts we congratulate 
and celebrate our father, Opa and 
Great Opa  

Harmanus (Harry) Roffel 
on his 90th birthday.

An open house will be held on 
June 11, 2016 in Harmony Hall at 

Holland Christian Homes 
from 2 to 4 p.m.

With much love from your children, 
21 grandchildren and 33 great-grand-
children.

Correspondence address:
Holland Christian Homes

616 – 7920 McLaughlin Rd S
Brampton ON L6Y 5V6

We need your help to share God’s Grace and 
Hope! Drayton CRC, 

located in southwestern Ontario Canada, 
is seeking a highly relational 

Youth pastor/director 
who will engage the youth of DCRC in spiritual 
growth by coordinating and administering an 
effective youth ministry. As a member of the 
pastoral team you will provide discipleship and 
pastoral care for the youth and young adults, 
as well as lead the congregation through 
shared preaching. 

Please contact Andy Knetsch at 
519-638-3341, or andyknetsch@hotmail.com

  Bethel CRC in Waterdown, Ontario is 
seeking to fill a 20 hour per week position for 

a 

Worship Ministry Coordinator
This position requires a servant of Christ who 
understands the Biblical concepts of worship 
and appreciates the emphases of Reformed 
theology in blended worship. The individual 
will be a vital part of Bethel's life and ministry. 

Interested candidates can request a more de-
tailed job description and/or submit a resumé 
with references, recordings or other inquiries 
via Office@BethelCRC.ca.

We, Maranatha Christian Reformed 
Church of Lethbridge Alberta, 

are seeking a 
Full time Youth Director 

We are searching for a dynamic candidate 
who would facilitate programs, encourage 
growth in faith, show leadership development 
and have a passion for leading and mentoring 
our youth.  

Two years of education at a Christian College 
or University in youth ministry is recom-
mended.  

For the job description and full church profile 
please visit our website at maranatha-crc.ca  

If this position interests you please send your 
resumes to mcrcleth@telusplanet.net  

All resumes need to be submitted by June 1, 2016. 

Tillsonburg CRC, a rural/small town 
church in Tillsonburg, ON is looking for a 

full time pastor 
to walk with us as we step out in the 

“Going Local” program.  
Please contact Harry Dykxhoorn at 

hdykxhoorn@gmail.com 
for more information and our church profile.

Obituary

Meeting you where it matters.
For years we’ve personalized funeral care with  
sensitivity to the Reformed, Christian faith and heritage. 

Today, we offer Faith-Link Funeral Care to a widened 

service area. We can meet with you in the comfort of 

your own home to complete funeral arrangements. We 

can also bring our staff, equipment and supplies to your 

church building, making it easier for you to spend valued 

time with family and friends.

In such a critical time in your life, having a trusted, familiar 

and convenient option is invaluable. 
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It’s comforting to come home.

1-800-737-8275  |  kitchingsteepeandludwig.com/faithlink

Personal

Retired 81 year-old dairy farmer look-
ing for female friend with possibility of 
marriage. Ph: 519-421-5328

 50TH FRiSian PiCniC
Friday July 1st 2016

starting at 11 a.m.
at Pinehurst Lake Conservation Area 

Paris, Ontario  on Highway 24A 
(4 miles north of Paris)

Contact us at: fryskedei@hotmail.com

Calendar of Events

June 3–4 The Umbrella 
Conference at Centre 
Street Church, Calgary 
bringing together ministry 
leaders, families im-
pacted by disability, self-
advocates, professionals 
and support workers for 
the purpose of learning, 
sharing. Keynote speak-
ers: Joni Eareckson Tada 
and Mark Stephenson.  
See: www.cschurch.ca/
umbrella/

June 15  Libertas Male Choir 
&  Urker Mans Formatie 
Male Choir from the Neth-
erlands. Also featuring 

Complete information about 
these events and more 

at:events at 
christiancourier.ca

Plan a successful vacation at our resort known 
for it’s Dutch  Hospitality. Reasonable rates for cot-
tage rentals. Excellent for camping, swimming and 
fishing (ideal for group camping). Showers available. 
“Little Europe” is located 10 km. east of Hwy 11 on 
Hwy 118 East, past the Muskoka Airport.

Roel & Riet Bakema    
Phone: 705-645-2738
Little Europe Resort

1063 ashley Lane, RR 3,  
Bracebridge On  P1L 1X1

No pets please 

Little Europe Resort
and Trailer Park
Bracebridge, Muskoka

mailto:%20andyknetsch%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:Office%40BethelCRC.ca?subject=
http://hdykxhoorn@gmail.com
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Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

BAKKER
BaRRiSTER & SOLiCiTOR
  1 Keefer Road

St. Catharines, Ontario  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

GARY VAN EYK,  CMA 
Certified Management Accountant 

50 Lakeport Rd. Ste 201 
St. Catharines 
ON L2N 4P7 

Email: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
Bus: 905-646-7331  Fx: 905-646-0951

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 church st.  st. catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 hours

ian h. russell - Director
 holly rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.
The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
E-mail: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham st. n. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 upper James st., Hamilton

905-383-2981

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME Inc.
287 STATION ST., SMITHVILLE, ONT.  L0R 2A0

Tel. 905-957-7031 • FAX 905-957-1371
1-800-461-9498

E-mail: merrittfuneralhome@sympatico.ca
www.merritt-fh.com

Serving families for four generations since 1921

Thomas C. Merritt
Managing Funeral Director

“...serving Christian   
Reformed churches and 
Christian schools since  

1970"     

Your funds will be invested in Christian Reformed Church 
and Christian school building projects in Canada.

Rates to June 30, 2016
We pay 2.4% on CRC deposits.

Earn approx. 3% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 
 Write:  Christian Reformed Extension Fund
    45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207    Fax:  416-465-6367       

   s   46 YEaRS OF SERViCE  s
Don't keep it to yourself!  Start a discussion group with friends or family using articles in CC to 
engage in our culture. Join conversation on CC's Facebook. 
Encourage others to receive CC. 
We need you, our faithful readers, to promote our paper and not 
just read the articles but use them in conversation. 
Remember too that CC makes a great birthday or anniversary 
gift.  Help us grow!

Enjoying CC? 

Classifieds

DEaDLinE Christian Courier is 
published on the second and fourth 
Mondays of the month. Deadline is 13 
days prior to publication date.
RaTES: All personal and family an-
nouncements: $7.00 per square inch. 
Display advertising re. businesses and 
organizations: $8.00 per square inch. 

SUBMiTTinG YOUR aD: 
admin@christiancourier.ca
or Mail: 2 Aiken St.          
St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8
or online at: christiancourier.ca and 
click on classifieds link.

http://www.georgekloet.com/clearview
http://www.linkcharity.ca
mailto:admin%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
http://christiancourier.ca
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Lisa Hall-Wilson

Brian Stiller has spent a life-
time in ministry leading organ-
izations from obscurity and 
fiscal turmoil into successful 
bodies that influence the Can-
adian Church in a variety of 

ways. Stiller began his ministry with Youth For Christ 
(YFC) in Montreal and Toronto, and went on to lead the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC) and Tyndale 
University College and Seminary; he most recently works 
with the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA).

Lisa Hall-Wilson: You grew up in a Christian home. At 
what point did your faith become your own and not just 
something your parents did?
Brian Stiller: My father pastored and then became a super-
intendent of the Pentecostal Assemblies of saskatchewan. 
i was about 14 when an evangelist by the name of Bernice 
Gerard came and i realized in her preaching that i hadn’t 
made my own commitment. that was transformative for 
me. i was in Grade 9 where i made a conscious choice to 
serve christ. 

Also in that time i had started going to yFc rallies. i 
loved them as a teenager. it was one of the great moments 
of the month – that was grade 11. i was very active in 
music, loved the music side. had the opportunity to go 
semi-professional in football, but in Grade 12 i felt a call 
to some kind of public ministry. 

Through YFC, EFC and Tyndale, what are the one or 
two greatest lessons those ministries taught you about 
your faith?

Faith is what you exercise, not what you believe. Belief 
is the set of assumptions that one believes is true, but faith 
is the activity by which a person acts on what the belief 
is and by faith you extend that into action. that would be 
probably the most important thing i learned. God enables 
in the moment of faith, and faith is what i do, not what i 
believe. Faith is extending what i believe to be true into 
action, and it’s in that moment that the spirit enables.

Is there one story or situation or circumstance that keeps 
you going through tough times or low moments?

i didn’t really have any low moments, but i had this 
life-changing moment. in 1982, Lily and i agreed that my 
time with YFC was over. I had spent 16 years there first as 

director as Montreal and then toronto and then national 
President. 

A large church in B.c. had invited me to come and pas-
tor. i went away for a couple of days and i read through 
the book of nehemiah. As i read, i found myself writing 
find a broken wall that most ignore. so i called this lovely 
church and said i can’t come. i said “i don’t know why, 
but I’m to find something’s that broken.” 

About a half hour later i got a call from a Baptist friend 
in Edmonton who said i should take over the EFc. it’s 
nothing, it’s broken, it has no funds. yet as he talked, i 
realized that this was the spirit calling.

The EFC has quite a large voice in Canada in Ottawa 
and even at the Supreme Court level, but it wasn’t al-
ways that way.

When i read nehemiah and wrote those words in my 
journal, find a broken wall, i realized my personality and 
life experience works best off something that’s broken or 
barely existing. that was a major moment in my life. 

During that time of taking EFc on, i started Faith 
Today magazine, did a weekly television show, built an 
office in Ottawa, developed it [the ministry] nationally. 
the challenge of brokenness somehow got my attention 
and called on all my skills and energy and contacts to re-
build. i had never had an opportunity to go to a writer’s 
conference so i decided to start holding them. i started the 
conference [now known as Write Canada] in 1984 and it 
was under EFc then.

On your blog, you’ve been writing quite a lot about ISIS 
and Islamic terrorism. How did you come to be so pas-
sionate about those topics? 

Well, here’s how it happened. it was the summer of 
2011 and there was a famine in northeast Africa in the 
somalia area. i had a great 
compunction to go, and i 
didn’t know why. so i called 
Dave toycen, President of 
World Vision canada, and 
he said there are many work-
ing in the area on the famine 
representing the WEA, which 
i had just joined. it would be 
good to meet the people there 
and make known the crises in 
the horn of Africa. 

that became a moment of 

learning and seeing the issue of 
islamic terrorism. of course, al-
Queda was already a part of the 
reality and i saw isis develop. 

Tell me about An Insider’s 
Guide to Praying for the 
World. 

i went to meet with the WEA 
head of Africa, he was living 
in nairobi. i wrote up a report 
to our secretary general and it 
went viral. From that, i began 
to think about issues of the world and then i started going 
to 20–25 countries, and every time i would do a report. 

A friend of mine, who is my book agent, saw what i 
was writing and said we should put it in a book. that book 
is An Insider’s Guide to Praying for the World [which 
came out in January]. 

the book is divided into 52 chapters and i encourage 
people to take one day a week to pray about another coun-
try with some items for prayer. this is a way for me to 
explore the world and to help people understand, and then 
to bridge by faith into that world by prayer.

You’ve written quite a few books. Is there one book you can 
point to and say this is the book God wanted you to write?

yes, it’s the next book. i’m working on a book now 
called Megatrends Shaping Christianity. These are five 
major trends i see shaping the church. 

Lisa Hall-Wilson is a freelance writer 
living in London, Ont.
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Brian Stiller: 'Faith is what I do, not what I believe'

Stiller's trips, like this one to Somalia, inspired him to list the prayer needs of specific countries.

Wednesday June 15th 2016   7:30 PM
Also featuring 

SURSUM CORDa MaLE CHOiR 
from Sarnia directed by Rachel Abma 

First CRC Sarnia  
1105 Exmouth Street 

Sarnia N7S 1W5     

Thursday June 16th 2016   7:30 PM
Free Reformed Church of Vineland  

3685 King Street 
Vineland L0R 2C0     

Friday June 17th 2016   7:00 PM
Also featuring

MOMEnTUM CHOiR 
under the Direction of Mendelt Hoekstra. 

Redeemer University College  
777 Garner Road E. 
ancaster L9K 1J4     

Saturday June 18th 2016   7:30 PM
Metropolitan United Church  

56 Queen Street East 
Toronto M5C 2Z3     

To order tickets online: www.libertasvoices.com  
E-mail: info@libertasvoices.com  Phone: 905 5520001

adults: $20, Youth (ages 10-14) $10 Children under 10 FREE. 
also tickets at the door.

Urker Mans Formatie Male Choir 
from the netherlands will join the 

Libertas Male Choir 
Directed by Martin Mans
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christiAn couriEr

We do.

Think you can change the 
world with a brush stroke?

A degree you can believe in. redeemer.ca

can be big, like Sistine Chapel big.  
Or it can be small, like a sketchbook full of 
possibilities small. It’s about what you choose  
to do on the one hand, and who you are on  
the other. We are more than our jobs, and God  
has a calling for each of us, wherever we go.  
That changes everything. Including you.

CHANGE

Miriam Mahaffy

Growing, hunting, transporting or eating food; building 
or using infrastructure; maintaining good mental and 
physical health; working for peace around the world 
– so many aspects of our lives intersect with climate 
change.

so does our faith.
that’s why christians are talking to the government 

about climate change.
on April 22, Environment and climate change canada 

launched a national public consultation on climate change 
– an online portal where the public can submit “ideas on 
canada’s approach to climate change.” citizens for Public 
Justice (cPJ) is mobilizing christian engagement in this 
federal consultation process until the end of August.

“As canadians – and participants in the global carbon-
intensive economy – we are part of the problem,” says 
Karri Munn-Venn, senior policy analyst at cPJ. “As 
people of faith, we can be part of the solution. God calls 
us to love and care for all the Earth, and to respond to the 
human and ecological devastation of climate change with 
love and justice.” 

According to cPJ, in order to do its fair share to lim-
it global warming to 1.5°c over pre-industrial levels, 
canada needs a climate action plan that has measures to 
significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions, quickly 
develop a low-carbon economy and provide justice for 
those who are most directly impacted by climate change.

“But the government can’t act without our support,” 
says Munn-Venn, “that’s why we’re asking christians 
to speak up! We need to show our leaders that canadian 
christians want action on climate change.” 

cPJ is providing an online email template that individ-
uals can use to send recommendations directly to the gov-
ernment. the organization is also developing resources to 
help faith leaders facilitate town hall discussions in their 
communities and constituencies.

A grandfather in Alberta said, “My greatest concern 
is the price our grandchildren will be obligated to pay to 
clean up the disastrous environmental mess we are leav-
ing behind.” 

“i sold my car, big house and live near my work in an 
apartment relying on public transit. All this to reduce my 
carbon footprint,” a resident of Vancouver said. “the need 
to live with integrity is something i take seriously. that is 
why I am making personal commitments equal to those I 
am asking of our government.”

Concrete steps
on March 3, the Prime Minister and premiers from 
canada’s provinces and territories signed the Vancouver 

Declaration. it outlines the vision and principles that will 
guide governments as they move forward. Four work-
ing groups were created to inform inter-governmental 
action on clean technology, innovation and jobs; carbon 
pricing mechanisms; specific mitigation opportunities; 
and adaptation and climate resilience. these work-
ing groups will report to Ministers (of Environment, 

Finance, and/or innovation) by september. By october, 
these Ministers will provide recommendations to First 
Ministers, who will meet thereafter to finalize the pan-
canadian climate plan. 

on April 22 – Earth Day – Prime Minister trudeau 
formally signed on to the Paris Agreement, indicating 
canada’s commitment to avoid acts that would defeat the 
purpose of the Agreement. now cabinet needs to approve 
the Agreement domestically before Canada can officially 
join and consent to being bound by the Agreement, which 
is expected to happen after canada has created its pan-
canadian Framework on climate change in the fall.

Munn-Venn believes that christians have an import-
ant role to play in shaping canadian climate change 
policy: “right now, we have an important opportunity to 
make sure our international commitments are backed by 
canadian policy that is grounded in values of love and 
justice.”   

Miriam Mahaffy is a Policy Intern 
for Citizens for Public Justice. You 

can share your perspective on climate 
change with the government at cpj.ca/

climate-consultation. 

Christians join federal climate change conversation 


