
Towards unity
PAGE 4

Creating masterpieces
PAGE 13

Dali's altarpiece
PAGE 12

Horsepower vs donkey power
PAGE 15

 PM# 40009999 R9375

A Reformed Biweekly | 70th Year of Publication | March 28, 2016 | NO. 3030 | $2.50

News. Clues. Kingdom views. 

Kathy Vandergrift

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
passed the “First 100 Days” test 
with high marks for a strong start, 
though a report card after 200 or 
300 days will be more useful 
to assess performance. Perhaps 
we can also ditch the practice of 
checking off a “to-do” list of spe-
cific promises to evaluate good 
governance. 

The focus on “the First 100 
Days” for new leaders grew out 
of two trends. First is the public’s 
lack of trust in election promises. 
To counter this, politicians started 
to promise specific actions within 
100 days to show they are seri-
ous. The second trend is reduced 
expectations; in the last decade 
we have been trained to think that 
governments can only do three 
or four specific things, and we 
should be happy with that. With 
the election of Trudeau, Cana-

dians chose a new approach to 
government along with voting for 
specific promises.

 
Small steps, big impact
Analysts across the political 
spectrum agree that the tone and 
approach to government have 
already been changed through 
early steps, such as publicly re-
leasing ambitious mandate let-
ters for cabinet ministers; gender 
parity and diversity in cabinet 
appointments; restoring respect 
for the public service, and con-
sulting with stakeholders. A more 
open and responsive relationship 
between the governed and our 
governors was symbolized when 
Trudeau directly answered tough 
questions from 10 Canadians 
from across the country on CBC 
National News. Equally impor-
tant was quickly undoing many 
of the problematic remnants of 
the Harper government, such as 

unmuzzling scientists; restoring 
the census to have reliable data, 
and stopping the use of technical 
legal appeals to avoid action, such 
as the drawn-out legal case over 
indigenous child welfare. End-
ing the use of Canada Revenue 
Agency audits to silence chari-
ties that dared to question public 
policies is a small change with 
big impacts for our political cul-
ture. Using those resources to stop 
genuine tax evasion will also be 
more productive financially. 

Some changes that don’t make 
headlines will have big impacts. 
Federal and provincial social ser-
vice ministers, for example, met 
for the first time since 2006. Mak-
ing federalism work for children 
and others in need, instead of let-
ting them fall through the cracks 
of fragmented health and social 
service systems, could save lives 
and money. Cabinet ministers call-
ing stakeholders for input, instead 
of just listening to lobby groups, 
holds promise for more balanced 
legislation and fewer unintended 
consequences of laws designed to 
appeal to narrow interests. 

Early start on big issues
The early start on big issues also 
signaled change, although here 
too it is too early to assess prog-
ress. Taxes of middle-income 
earners were reduced in the first 
week, but the budget on March 
22 will be the first real test of 
Trudeau economics. Making cli-
mate change a priority and getting 

 Nick Loenen

Canada is aging. For the first time 
persons aged 65 and over outnum-
ber those under age 15. Currently 
those of retirement age make up 
19 percent of the working-age 
population. That is projected to 
be 27 percent by 2020 and almost 
39 percent by 2040. The conse-
quences are significant because 
the working population pays the 
most while those age 65 and over 
benefit the most. Universal public 
health care and pension programs 
are funded by one generation but 
consumed by another genera-
tion. In health care the level of 

needs and use of care is four times 
greater for seniors. As the large 
baby-boom generation begins to 
retire, the public purse will have 
to accommodate both a significant 
drop in income and a sharp rise in 
costs. A double whammy!

At the recent Manning Confer-
ence 2016, held in Ottawa, a panel 
of experts offered their views on 
what to do. The panel consisted 
of Nadeem Esmail, economist 
and Senior Fellow of the Fraser 
Institute, William Robson, presi-
dent and CEO of the C.D. Howe 
Institute and Dr. Merrilee Ful-
lerton, physician and writer. The 

200 Days: A better test for 
Trudeau’s promise of change

The Grey Tsunami: 
Preparing for 
Canada’s aging 
population

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

Trudeau’s willingness to directly answer tough questions from Canadians sym-
bolizes a more open relationship between the governed and our government.
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provinces on board looks promising, but it remains to be 
seen whether higher targets can be met. A quick but careful 
start to a national inquiry into the deaths and disappear-
ances of indigenous women and children was supported 
by the Tories, who had earlier rejected the idea, but big 
questions remain about its potential to bring change. With 
no time to lose, a non-partisan committee of Senators and 
MPs was quickly appointed to consider the complex issue 
of physician-assisted suicide; the test will be introduction 
and passage of a finely-tuned law before June. trudeau’s 
announcement of a youth employment program on the 
100th Day reminded Canadians of the high priority he puts 
on youth, which is likely to be reflected more strongly in 
the budget. 

Launching the process of electoral reform signaled fulfill-
ment of a promise than many thought might be put on a back-
burner. Trouble brews for success on this one. Stay tuned. 
Senate reform, changes in parliamentary practice and more 
rigorous outcome measures across departments hold promise 
for much-needed improvement in the tools of governance. 

Welcoming 25,000 refugees and active leadership at 
international events signaled a big change in Canada’s 
role in the world, creating some controversy. On one side, 
there was opposition to fulfilling the promise to replace 
bombers with ground training in the fight against isis. On 
the other side there is opposition to the decision to sign the 
trans-Pacific Partnership agreement. the true test of new 
priorities in foreign policy will be a longer-term increase in 

global peace and stability, over which Canada has limited 
influence.  

Next report card
Progress after 200 Days or 300 Days will be a better test. 
a challenge for trudeau is that the first 100 Days raised 
expectations among advocacy groups who are being asked 
for input after years of being shut out of public policy 
discussions at home and internationally. Enough has been 
done, with positive public response, that the challenge for 
opposition parties is to articulate an alternative vision more 
than just point out what specific promises were not done. 
That is good for our public life. 

Good governance is not a tidy check-list of “to-do” tasks. 
While the website TrudeauMeter.ca is useful for tracking 
progress on 217 specific election promises, this approach 
can become a straitjacket. It takes no account of changing 
context and misses more significant measures. regional 
tension in Canada, for example, has increased, which 
will need to be well-managed to prevent side-tracking 
progress on the big issues facing Canada. Finding a way 
to measure accountability based on principles and norms 
such as the Biblical call to do justice for all and care for 
creation would lead to a very different kind 
of report card. 

Manning conference self-identifies as conservative and 
selects its speakers accordingly.

Fraser Institute research shows that many European 
nations spend the same on health care as Canada but with 
better outcomes such as shorter wait lists, more doctors per 
population and superior elder care. In comparison, Canada 
has more female family doctors who work fewer hours, pro-
vide fewer home services and are less inclined to provide 
elder services. What do the Europeans do differently? Not 
shackled by the constraints of the Canada Health Act many 
European countries permit private health care providers. It 
generates the benefits of open competition. Many countries 
there have user-fees and deductibles to curtail waste and the 
abuse of privileges. The Netherlands experienced severe 
waiting list problems in 2003. In response, they stepped-
up private, market-based provision of services and today 
waiting lists are sharply reduced. 

Pensions and caregivers
The C.D. Howe Institute sees Canada’s public pension 
provisions as a crisis waiting to happen. With output of 
working-age Canadians flattening, chronically low interest 
rates suppressing income growth and benefits to seniors 
rising alarmingly, it must all collapse soon, unless there 
are massive government bail-outs, severe cuts to benefits, 
or both. Welcome to the Golden Years!

Shortly after starting out as family physician 28 years 
ago, Merrilee Fullerton admitted a 97-year-old patient to 
emergency following a fall. When asked if his two daugh-
ters could provide care for him at home the patient replied, 
“My dear, they are in their seventies and need more help 
than me.” What was then a rare instance is common, today. 
The over-ninety will quadruple in the next 20 years. Those 
over 85 have a 50 percent chance of developing demen-
tia. More and more people cannot be expected to age at 
home, alone. We must plan for increased elder care lest it 
strangles acute care. Currently, 20 percent of acute care 

beds are occupied by the elderly. Expecting family mem-
bers with jobs and teenagers to be the primary caregivers 
for the elderly is unrealistic. We need more geriatric care 
to prevent problems from developing and long-term care 
facilities to free-up the more expensive acute care beds. 
But large institutions and group homes must be avoided. It 
has to be small-scale, centered on human touch, not high-
tech, housed in small micro-units of about 12 rooms with 
common kitchens and shared care-givers. Interaction with 
others is therapeutic and better than home alone. 

The biggest obstacle is the Canada Health Act. It needs a 
fundamental overhaul. It was designed to be a cost-sharing 
formula between Ottawa and the provinces. the focus must 
shift from the cost-sharing formula to the care of persons. 
For example, there should be funding for extended services 
such as telephone medical advice, monitoring and self-care, 
as well as low-tech, high human-touch care in neighbour-
hood settings by caregivers who may not have a string of 
academic qualifications but who excel in fellow feeling, 
empathy and love. Governments do ration care by limiting 
the number of doctors per population. In 1970 Canada was 

fourth in doctors per population, today, we are way down. 
The public needs to be engaged in asking what must we 
do with the Canada Health Act? Compassion for people 
demands action. 

Human need
How should Christians respond to the grey tsunami? Much 
of the panel discussion centered on funding: where will 
the money come from, who will pay and who will benefit? 
Important as such questions are, the primary need of the 
elderly is a human need. Like all of us, seniors need human 
contact, attention, respect, dignity, community. They need 
to stay connected to others, to give and to receive love. 
They need to be valued, not put on a shelf, warehoused in 
centres and nursing homes – out of the way. Our society 
undervalues the elderly; it has to learn to value persons 
apart from their productivity. Christians see all persons 
as image-bearers of God and therefore worthy of respect, 
irrespective of their usefulness as measured by our culture.

Paul says to each person the Spirit is given for the good 
of all. the spirit cannot flow through any of us unless we 
are rooted in a community of family, friends, neighbours. 
Christians need to do all we can to strengthen community. 
That takes many forms. It starts with physical proximity. 
Don’t uproot the elderly unnecessarily. It involves being 
intentionally present to the elderly neighbour. When visit-
ing, leave your smart phone at home! Henri Nouwen points 
out how tempting it is to think of old age as nothing but 
a problem, forgetting that old age can be understood, af-
firmed and experienced as a time of growth, revealing the 
mystery of life. For that, the generations need to connect. 
By connecting we start to see more than problems and begin 
to learn about our own journey.

Connecting means reciprocal honesty and openness 
between persons. it is difficult and rare, but when it hap-
pens it enriches and lifts our spirits. Paul Tournier writes: 

Continued on page 3

Kathy Vandergrift is a public policy analyst 
who specializes in children’s rights and social 
justice. She holds a Master’s Degree in Public 

Ethics from St. Paul’s University in Ottawa.

200 Days continued

The Grey Tsunami continued
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British PM Margaret Thatcher (l) talks to a young Justin 
Trudeau in England, 1980.

President Obama and the First Lady interacting with the 
young Trudeaus during a White House visit last month.

Residents of the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Center for 
Elder Abuse Prevention in NYC.
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In the last few decades, new 
astronomy tools and tech-
nology have significantly 
expanded our understanding 
of God’s universe. The most 
recent advance has been the 

discovery of gravity waves caused by the 
merging of two black holes. Gravity waves 
are the stretching and shrinking of space itself 
caused by the mass of items in space such as 
stars, planets and the much more massive 
black holes. These waves were predicted by 
albert Einstein in 1915, and the scientists who 
led the discovery of these gravity waves are 
now expected to win a Nobel Prize. 

On september 14 last year at 11:53 local 
time, the Laser Interferometer Gravita-
tional-Wave Observatory (LiGO) recorded 
a 0.2 second “chirp,” a signal indicating a 
gravitational wave. This type of signal is 
what models had predicted would happen 
when two black holes circling each other 
due to their respective gravity finally came 
together into a single larger black hole. Dur-
ing the last moments before merging, these 
black holes emitted gravitational waves 10 
times stronger than all the energy emitted 
by the stars in the universe. Until the devel-
opment of the LiGO, gravitational waves 
were undetectable by any other method.

the LiGO device has two arms at right 
angles. Each arm is four km long and con-
tains laser beams that can detect differences 
in distance of 1/20th the radius of a photon 
of light. As the gravitational waves pass the 
LiGO, one arm changes length more than 
the other; this difference can be measured. 
This tool opens up a whole new window on 
the universe as it gives us another way to 
study our cosmos.

Review and correction
The scientists who discovered the waves 
waited until February 11 to announce their 
discovery. they spent the intervening five 
months checking for possible alternate ex-
planations for the “chirp” and submitting 
their findings for review by independent sci-
entists via a peer-reviewed journal. The same 
date that the journal published their findings, 
now independently affirmed, the scientists 
held a press conference to announce that 
with the discovery of gravitational waves, 
the investment in LiGO of more than a bil-
lion dollars had lived up to its promise.

Their caution in announcing the decision 
is laudatory, as sometimes discoveries are 
announced in press conferences and then 
prove to be wrong or alternate explana-
tions for the data are found to be more 
reasonable.

One example of the problem with pre-
mature announcements is the evidence for 
background ripples due to rapid inflation of 
the universe just after the Big Bang, which 
I discussed in my April 2014 column. Spe-

cifically, researchers had used evidence of 
background radiation from the Big Bang to 
support the inflation theory of the universe. 
(this rapid expansion is thought to be re-
sponsible for the fact that the cosmos is 
not all the same but includes stars, planets, 
and galaxies.) When i was reviewing the 
articles for the discovery of gravitational 
waves, I noticed that the astronomers who 
had claimed to observe this background 
radiation are now claiming that further 
analysis of the observed signals suggest 
they may be due to stellar dust patterns in 
our Milky Way. They have withdrawn their 
earlier claim. 

Note that this withdrawal does not call 
into question the Big Bang itself, for which 
there is considerable other evidence. Rather, 
it means simply that we have less evidence 
for one aspect of the theory that is predicted 
theoretically, namely, the rapid expansion of 
the cosmos in the first moment of creation. 
This withdrawal does mean that my column 
in April 2014 is now no longer accurate.

This review and correction in science is 

one of its strengths. Unfortunately, these 
corrections are often not as widely pub-
lished as the original discoveries. Advances 
in science often arise out of making sense of 
new evidence. This process of making sense 
is one of the reasons that science depends so 
much on peer review; peer review provides 
another set of experienced eyes looking at 
the data to see if there are possibly alterna-
tive simpler explanations. 

Sometimes theoretical advances gen-
erate new ways of looking at data; think 
of how Einstein expanded on Newton’s 
theories in physics. The observation of the 
gravitational effects of the huge black holes 
by LiGO provides strong evidence that 
Einstein was right and that our Father has 
created a very rich and complex creation 
for us to inhabit.  

Rudy Eikelboom (reikelboom@wlu.ca),
who has felt gravity as unchanging all 

his life, is a member of the Waterloo CRC 
and a professor in the Psychology De-
partment at Wilfrid Laurier University.
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Of dust and waves: 
The new astronomy

“Christian faith does not involve repressing 
one’s anxiety in order to appear strong. On 
the contrary, it means recognizing one’s 
weakness, accepting the inward truth about 
oneself, confessing one’s anxiety and still 
to believe; that is to say that the Christian 
puts his trust not in his own strength, but in 
the grace of God.”

A living curriculum
Anxiety need not show lack of faith. Jesus 
showed deep compassion for the broken and 
weak. Can we mirror the love of Jesus to 
seniors beset by loneliness, hopelessness? 
We must listen much and say little. The 
elderly need understanding. Do not assume 
that faith removes all problems. We need to 
be there for the elderly. It is in caring for 
the elderly that we learn how to grow old, 
wisely. They are a living curriculum. Aging 
provides potential for inner growth, growth 
of the spirit, the person. Such growth re-
quires standing beside seniors and admitting 
to ourselves solidarity with the elderly in 
the aging process; a process so natural, so 
human, so full of potential.

Nouwen writes, “We believe that aging 
is the most common human experience 
which overarches the human community as 
a rainbow of promises. It is an experience 
so profoundly human that it breaks through 
the artificial boundaries between childhood 
and adulthood, and between adulthood and 
old age. it is so filled with promises that it 
can lead us to discover more and more of 
life’s treasures. We believe that aging is not 

a reason for despair but a basis for hope, not 
a slow decaying but a gradual maturing, not 
a fate to be undergone but an opportunity 
to be embraced.”

As the grey tsunami is about to engulf us, 
Christians have a unique message of hope. 
Aging is not a problem but an opportunity. 
Our main task is to affirm the value, worth and 
significance 
of each per-

son and then be led by the Spirit of Jesus to 
discover ways to honour 
the elderly as image-
bearers of God. 

Nick Loenen 
(nloenen@shaw.ca) 

lives in Richmond, B.C.
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The Grey Tsunami continued from page 2

Interferometers merge two or more sources 
of light to create an interference pattern.

The LIGO device has two four-km-long arms which measure gravitational waves.

“Aging can lead us to discover more of life’s treasures,” 
Nouwen writes.
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Bert Witvoet

About a dozen 
church mem-
bers met in 
the basement 
room of friends of ours to watch the movie The Passion of Christ. It is a two-hour 

long movie produced by Mel Gibson, which deals with the last few days of Jesus’ life, especially with 
his death on the cross. It was not easy to watch this movie. The impact of the slow process of being tor-
tured, of having to carry a heavy cross while being whipped, and the actual being nailed to the cross and 
hanging there for a long time seemed unbelievably oppressive. The movie ended with the death of Jesus.

Afterwards, the group of friends just sat there for maybe 10 minutes before the silence was 
broken. And that silence was appropriate and reverent. Eventually we drifted into reliving some of 
our experiences while watching the movie. We realized that our observance of Good Friday had up 
to this time been generally too lighthearted. We know that the death of Jesus on the cross was for 
him the ultimate experience of suffering, but to what extent do we allow ourselves to empathize 
with Christ as he experienced the punishment for our sins?

the next day was sunday, two weeks before Easter. Our young pastor was going to preach 
on “Prodigally.” (trust him to use an adverb to keep us guessing.) But before he got started, he 
stretched out his arm and pointed to three men sitting at the front in their wheelchairs. One of 
these men was constantly making an unwelcome noise that could clearly be heard throughout the 
church hall. As our pastor pointed to where the noise came from, he announced with a strong voice, 
“That is the voice of Jesus.” Then he picked up his Bible and read the passage he would preach on. 

The heading over the passage says that part of the chapter is about the prodigal son. We tend to 
ignore the fact that “prodigal” means “recklessly extravagant” rather than “recklessly wasteful.” 
But according to our pastor, the passage is especially about the Father’s prodigal love, which was 
almost wastefully poured out over both sons.

One thing i know happened to the congregation after our pastor’s pre-sermon announcement; 
they accepted the constant interruptions from the one man in the front with a lot of grace. Person-
ally I know that the uninterrupted string of groaning that lasted for the rest of the service and that 
might have annoyed me and others under normal circumstances lost their sting. The sermon came 
through with uninterrupted grace and power. Several of us remarked afterwards that the pastor’s 
sermon had reflected unusual enthusiasm and insight. and we parishioners . . . we had benefitted 
from the annoyance that had been translated into acceptance.

Shiao Chong

We live in an increasingly polarized world. Politically and ideo-
logically, the divisions in our society seem sharper than before. 
the disagreements are definitely less civil than i remember. social 
media seems to fuel people’s aggression at those with whom they 
disagree. And such polarizations have affected the church as well. 

Not only are there theological and ideological divisions among denominations but 
also within denominations. Take my denomination, the Christian Reformed Church, 
for instance. We are increasingly divided over issues such as women in office, creation 
and evolution, ways to racial reconciliation, climate change and same-sex issues. Is 
there a way to find unity in the midst of such polarization?

i think the first step we need to take, and probably the most underrated step lately, 
is to have humility. When the apostle Paul pleaded with Euodia and Syntyche of the 
Philippian church to be “of the same mind in the Lord,” (Phil. 4:2) he was asking 
them to put aside their differences and restore their unity. These two women were 
most likely leaders of the Philippian church, as it seems unlikely that a small spat 
between two unheralded church members cannot be resolved by the Philippian 
church leaders themselves without needing Paul’s intervention. This is especially 
so when Paul characterized them as having contended by his side for the gospel. 

But Paul built up to that appeal by first laying the foundation for unity in 
chapter 2: 

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 
the interests of others” (Phil. 2:1-4 NRSV).

Willing to not win
there is no unity without humility. Humility is the first step towards unity and 
reconciliation because you need to be humble enough to admit that there might be 
some truth or some goodness in the other party’s position, and that, perhaps, there 
is the possibility that you might still have some mistaken notion in yours, and that 
peace and reconciliation for the common good is more important than you having 
your way. Humility is being willing to lay down your own ambition or pride. It is 
being willing to not win an argument. It is being willing to not “come out on top.”

To underline his point, Paul points to Jesus’ great act of humility: 
“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who though he was in 

the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 
of death – even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:5-8 NRSV).

Jesus gave up his divine status in order to bring reconciliation between us and 
God. Are we willing to give up our privilege and power in order to bring peace 
and unity? Or do we proudly and stubbornly hold onto our agendas and demands? 

We live in a world where humility is increasingly rare, and selfish ambition, ego, 
pride and self-aggrandizement are elevated as virtues among celebrities and politi-
cians. Is it any surprise then that unity and peace are also becoming rare commodities? 

For Christians, humility may be the first step, but there is an immediate second 
step right after: the realization that God has already united us in Christ. We should be 
encouraged by the fact that we are already united in Christ. We should derive comfort 
from the fact that we are already united in Christ’s love. We are already united in 
our common sharing of the Holy Spirit. If we are unwilling to recognize these basic 
truths of each other, despite our differences, then we will never find tangible unity. 

To practice humility and to recognize God’s uniting work among us can only be 
good for our spiritual growth. Yet i rarely find it among many Christian pundits on the 
internet these days. But for the sake of the church, I hope we recover these virtues. 

Shiao Chong is CRC campus minister at York University in Toronto.

God’s 
prodigal 
love

Towards unity

Divine interruption
I found it surprising that what happened 
Saturday evening as we had exposed our-
selves to an unvarnished and stark experi-
ence of the crucifixion drama prepared us 
well for Sunday morning’s picture of God’s 
prodigal love for a fallen creation. In both 
cases we were corrected in our response 
to what we experienced. In fact, we had 
been taught to diminish the importance of 
our own efforts to make sense of uncon-
ditional suffering as well as unconditional 
love. Good Friday and Easter both paint 
the colours of a divine interruption into 
our feeble attempts to help solve the prob-
lems created by sin. And all we had to do 
was override the tendency in our hearts to 
want to solve at least partly the struggles 
that continue to plague us as we seek to 
free ourselves from suffering and death. 
Christ took care of the suffering and the 
dying as he opened the way for us to live 
triumphantly out of the resurrection. We 
don’t need to linger in whatever our flaws 
and sins heap on us. We are free to immerse 
ourselves in the joy of salvation, even 
when a broken young man makes disturb-
ing noises right up to the last Amen! 

Bert Witvoet (bert.witvoet@sympatico.ca) is 
at age 81 still trying to grasp more fully what 

it means to live a triumphant life on earth.

mailto:bert.witvoet@sympatico.ca
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Don’t miss out on Christian 
Courier’s first ever online 
reader survey 
We’re grateful to you, our readers, for your attention and 
support, and want to know how we can serve you even better. 

As some of you have already done, please take the 
time to tell us what you think about Christian Courier 
by entering the following link into the internet browser 
on your computer, tablet, or smartphone*:

http://goo.gl/forms/vFv3QlLyrw
You can also access the survey through our website, 

christiancourier.ca, and clicking on the Survey link.
The survey will take approximately 10 minutes to 

complete. Thank you in advance for your participation; 
your opinion is very important to us.  

*The survey will display properly on small screens, 
but you may have to scroll sideways for some of the 
question scales.

Poetic response to Van Til’s 
‘What is Reformed Worship?’ 

Feb. 22

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into 
the house of the Lord” (Ps. 122:1).
i long to go to your house, O Lord.
i find within me a quiet anticipation
Of what you have in store for me . . . 

Upon entering the foyer of the church
I hear the sound of familiar music and
I meet those who are my brothers and sisters.
For we all have the same Father.
After the salutation and the singing
Of the hymns of the church,
I listen to the reading of the law
 And my heart grieves,
                    Repents,
                          Rejoices
                               Gives praise . . . 
As I express
        Sadness for sins
                Gladness for forgiveness
                      Gratitude for deliverance and grace.

Then,
Even though I have heard it a thousand times,
Comes your Word and it is like a gentle rain
That penetrates my thirsty soul.

When, after having received the benediction
i leave your house, O Lord,
It is with gladness in my heart,
Having experienced a foretaste 
Of the never-ending sabbath
That awaits me.

Didy Prinzen
Whitby, Ont.

Refugee healthcare funding 
restored
In 2014, Dena Nicolai wrote a Christian Courier article 
entitled “Canadian Doctors and Nurses Fight for Refugees’ 
Rights to Health Care.” Those rights have once again been 
recognized.  

The federal government recently announced that, start-
ing april 1, 2016, funding will be restored to the program 
that provides healthcare for refugees in Canada. “This is 
wonderful news and reason to celebrate!” Nicolai said in a 
Facebook post about the news. 

Her original Courier article later won the A.C. Forrest 
Memorial Award for excellence in socially conscious reli-
gious journalism from the Canadian Church Press.

Correction: In our Feb. 22 issue, a description of the ser-
mon series/ art installation called “Metamorphosis” at New 
Life CRC in Guelph was mistakenly attributed to Nicole 
Ensing instead of Peter schuurman in the summary page 16. 

Editor

Rudy Eikelboom’s January 25 column, “Science’s 2015 break-
through of the year: CRISPR,” led to the following conversa-
tion, which I thought you’d be interested in reading. Send your 
thoughts on anything in our pages to editor@christiancourier.ca.

Editor

Part of the food cycle
I hope no one seriously plans to eradicate mosquitoes. What 
are bats and birds supposed to eat? It would be an environ-
mental disaster.

Even though most of us would prefer a world where mos-
quito bites could be avoided, we’d better be careful about 
upsetting the balance of nature. After all, even rats must have 
their uses besides being used in the lab!

Anne van Arragon Hutten

Disease carriers
I completely agree that any change in the ecosystem 
like eradicating mosquitoes would have to look long and hard 
at the possible consequences. As I mention in my column, 
we have done many things to God’s creation that have had 
severe negative consequences. I went back to the Nature 
reference for my first mosquito column (summer 2011), 
and author Janet Fang, after talking to scientists, suggests 
that for most species that feed on mosquitoes, they are only 
a small part of the diet and the animals would adjust by eat-
ing other insects (“Ecology: a World Without Mosquitoes”). 

The concern about unintended consequences is why I 
feel the change making the mosquito unable to host malaria 
might be better. But with the role of the mosquito in other 
diseases, most recently the Zika virus, but also West Nile 
disease, the possibility of eradicating mosquitoes that bite 
humans becomes more attractive.

We need to pray for those who might be involved in such 
decisions that they might have wisdom to look at all the known 
aspects if we are changing any Dna in a significant way.

Rudy Eikelboom

Inadvisable, and impossible 
Now that I’ve read the Nature article, I feel even more strongly 
that scientists had better beware. Saving human life is, of 
course, a praise-worthy goal. However, Janet Fang’s article 
fails to convince me that mosquitoes serve no important func-
tion. In fact, she writes with some bias, as is evident in her 
comment that “the romantic notion of every creature having 
a vital place in nature may not be enough to plead the mos-
quito’s case.” Those who caution against messing around with 
nature are not all dreamy-eyed romantics, but rather people 
who have seen too much ecological degradation arising from 

human hubris. The article itself uses phrases such as “might 
make,” “Harrison . . . estimates,” “views differ,” “birds would 
probably shift,” “might not miss them,” and “it seems that.” 
there is as yet no hard scientific knowledge about the overall 
utility of the 3,500 (!) species of mosquitoes. 

Apart from what I consider the inadvisability of eradicating 
this “pest,” I’m reasonably sure such an effort would not suc-
ceed. We should have learned something from our failure with 
once-mighty antibiotics that super-bacteria will evolve, more 
dangerous than the original plague. Perhaps our efforts with 
mosquitoes would eventually justify Prince Edwards Island’s 
tongue-in-cheek claim of the mosquito as its provincial bird!

A non-believer might argue that Mother Nature will win 
in the end, despite the best efforts of humans. Knowing 
who made us, i still say that nature is infinitesimally more 
powerful than we are, and we had better think twice, and 
then again, before un-creating a species.

Anne van Arragon Hutten
Kentville, Nova Scotia

Caution and care with God’s creation
I suspect if one went ahead to try and eradicate mosquitoes 
success might be very difficult and there might be conse-
quences both good and bad. 

The Zika virus has led to a range of behaviours, which have 
many adverse consequences. I’m sure we have all see the fog-
ging with pesticides and all the adverse consequences this has 
led to, more than mosquitoes. 
A targeted approach to local, 
specific mosquitoes might be 
a better alternative.

A recent Toronto Star had 
an article on using genetically 
modified mosquitoes to help 
reduce the mosquito population 
and to my mind this might be 
a less harmful route (“altering 
mosquitoes’ genes to fight Zika 
virus,” Thestar.com).

I suspect that our views are 
actually quite close – caution 
when dealing with God’s 
Creation over which we have 
been given stewardship re-
sponsibilities, doing the least 
harm for the benefit of most 
of God’s creatures.

Rudy Eikelboom
Waterloo, Ont. 

Would we be better off without mosquitoes?

http://goo.gl/forms/VFv3QlLyrw
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ZHEIJIANG Prov-
ince, China (Ca/iCC) 
– Forty-nine crosses 
have been removed 
in Zhejiang province 
since the beginning of 
2016 as the Chinese 
government contin-
ues to try to eliminate 
the power of Chris-
tianity. Earlier this 

year, churches in the province received official notices 
that threatened to forcibly demolish the churches’ crosses 
if they refused to voluntarily dismantle them. 

After Zhongchang Church, located in Wenzhou, rejected 
this order, officials cut off the church’s access to water and 

electricity on Feb. 23. Currently, the church is incapable of 
holding religious services due to government interference. 
Other churches suffered the same treatment, forcing them 
to hold services elsewhere as their buildings have been 
deemed unusable.

One example: on Feb. 25, Hai’an Church in Wenzhou 
received a similar notice that demanded they “rectify” their 
church building by dissembling their cross by Feb. 29. After 
refusing to do so, the local government dispatched around 
100 officers, and the cross was demolished on March 4.

Additionally, the Wenzhou Municipal Ministry of Land 
and Resources ordered Guozhuang Church members to 
destroy their cross, claiming they built their church build-
ing without prior government approval. According to the 
notice, the church was asked to personally demolish their 
cross and return the so-called illegally occupied land of-

ficials within three days of Feb. 23. since they refused to 
do so, their cross was demolished on Feb. 26.

On March 1, when authorities arrived at Luxi Church to take 
down its cross, a group of Christians confronted them, block-
ing their entrance as they sang Christian songs and prayed. 
according to a local official, some of the protesters became 
quite emotional, and the demolition crew was forced to cancel 
the demolition for fear of being responsible for an accident.

Despite similar resistance efforts occurring throughout the 
province, news has spread through Zhejiang that all church 
crosses will be taken down by April. Government notices 
and orders are plastered on the doors of churches with church 
leaders being taken into custody, some simply disappearing. 

The life of the Chinese Christian is a dangerous one and one 
which also presents the power of Christ through their actions 
against the decree of the Politburo, say Christian observers.

CHina (BCn/Gr) – Despite continual opposition from the 
government, within 15 years China will likely become the 
country with the most Christians in the world, according to 
a recent study. Fenggang Yang of Purdue University predicts 
that China will reach 224 million Christians by the year 2030.

“By my calculations China is destined to become the 
largest Christian country in the world very soon,” said 
Yang, an expert in sociology and author of Religion in 
China: Survival and Revival under Communist Rule. “It 
is going to be less than a generation. Not many people are 
prepared for this dramatic change.”

The explosion of Christianity in China will upend the 
traditional Christian powerhouses of the world. In 2010, 
the U.s. Christian (self-identified) population was listed 
by the U.s. Census Bureau as 227,590,000, or 70 percent 
of the population. Brazil had 180,770,000 self-identified 
Christians, 90 percent of its population (and 65 percent of 
whom are roman Catholics). russia comes third, with esti-
mates varying widely between 66,000,000 and 99,775,000 
(47 to 77 percent of the population).

As part of the evidence for the change in China, Chinese 
missionaries are now being sent out, especially to North Korea. 

“The number of Christians [in China] is extremely un-
derestimated intentionally because the increase of religion 
would reflect negatively on government officials,” said 
Yang. Currently, there are about 100 million Christians in 
the world’s most populous nation, which eclipses the 86.7 
million-strong membership of the ruling Communist party, 
according to the Financial Times.

Jin Hongxin, 40, is not interested in the political or mis-

siological implications of Chinese growth. She just focuses 
on attending her own church, the mega-church Liushi in 
Wenzhou, the city many outside observers call China’s 
“Jerusalem” due to its flourishing Christian churches.

“It is a wonderful thing to be a follower of Jesus Christ. 
it gives us great confidence,” she said at an Easter service, 
as reported by the Telegraph. “If everyone in China be-
lieved in Jesus then we would have no more need for police 
stations. There would be no more bad people and therefore 
no more crime.”

Threat or hope?
China’s churches started experiencing astronomical growth 
after the conclusion of the Cultural revolution in 1976. a 
successor to Chairman Mao, Deng Xiaoping reformed poli-
tics, liberalized the economy and opened China to foreign 
countries. then in 1985 a clause was included in the new 
constitution that promised freedom of belief to Chinese.

But the “neutrality” of the party did not cover public 

meetings. Though a printing company was set up in Nan-
jing, financed by charity and has become the largest Bible 
publisher in the world, evangelistic meetings in public are 
still not permitted, and churches are subject to supervision 
from government agencies. 

Yang thinks some in the Communist party overestimated 
the political threat from the church. Christianity has brought 
a sense of belonging and hope to China. In a published 
Chinese report based on a survey of religious affairs, 69 
percent of the Christians started believing because they 
or a family member suffered illness, according China’s 
Academy of Social Science.

Christianity – once thought of as a byproduct of colonial 
invasion and the “opiate of the masses” – is now gradually 
accepted by not only the uneducated and destitute ones but 
also by those who are more prosperous. A survey shows that 
half of the most affluent people in China publicly believe 
in “religion,” while 18 percent are followers of Jesus. 

iran (CBn) – Christianity is spreading swiftly inside iran 
despite a government crackdown against house churches. 
Some Christians argue that the attempt of the Islamic Re-
public to eradicate Christianity is creating an opposite effect.

A London-based organization that trains Iranian Chris-
tians reports that thousands of new Christians – former 
Muslims – are worshiping secretly in a rapidly accelerat-
ing house church movement inside the Islamic Republic.

“This is not a political movement at all, but it will have 
political implications because it is touching the core foun-
dations of society. This is battling prostitution and drug 
addiction. If you want to live in a country that doesn’t fund 
terrorists, you have to develop the values of the grassroots,” 
said a source affiliated with the Pars theological Centre. 
The centre’s mission is to strengthen the foundation of 
the Persian-speaking church. “It is not anti-Iranian, it’s an 

Iranian movement. It’s a great, great number of Muslims 
turning to Christ,” said the source.

according to Open Doors Usa, as many as 450,000 
Iranians are now practicing Christianity inside the country. 
Other groups have placed the figure as high as one million. 

Shortly after Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was elected presi-
dent in 2005, the iranian government launched a massive 
crackdown against house churches. Despite the ascendancy 
of so-called moderates, including Hassan Rouhani as presi-
dent, the crackdown has continued unabated.

Evident change
Just last month, an appellate court issued a verdict against 
four house church Christians in Ahwaz, Iran for holding 
“illegal meetings” and “attempting to spread Christian-
ity and convert Muslims.” Secret police arrested Pastor 

Amin Khaki, Daniel Barounzadeh, Mohammed Bahrami 

China steps up campaign to remove church crosses 

Despite crackdown Christianity spreading swiftly, if secretly, in Iran

China will be country with the most Christians in 15 years 

Continued on page 7

Red tape results in restrictions.

Some Chinese churches are now sending out missionaries. Celebrating Easter at Jesus Church in Yichun.
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marian Van Til, with files from Oakland Press/Detroit 
Free Press CRCNA

rOCHEstEr, Michigan – authorities in Macomb County, 
Michigan, north of Detroit, have announced that human 
remains recently discovered in a Shelby Township sub-
division under construction are those of former Christian 
Reformed Church pastor George vander Weit. 

vander Weit went missing on July 5, 2013, one day after be-
ing released from a mental health facility. He was 70 years old 
at the time. Despite his release, he was considered a danger to 
himself. Police are investigating, but due to the circumstances 
and their investigation so far, they have already said that foul 
play is not suspected. Dental records confirmed his identity. 

A person walking a dog about a mile from where vander 
Weit had lived with his wife, Bonnie, discovered what appeared 
to be a human bone in a creek running through the emerging 
subdivision. the person immediately notified police, who 
found additional remains in the area. At the time of vander 
Weit’s disappearance exhaustive searches were carried out, to 
no avail, by police, as well as family and friends of vander Weit.   

vander Weit was retired from the CRC pastorate. He 
had served churches in Michigan and Ohio, was a frequent 
synod delegate (and outspoken advocate of “women in of-
fice”), and often wrote for The Banner. At the time of his 

death he and Bonnie were members of Han-Bit Korean 
CRC in Rochester Hills.

vander Weit’s son Randall Scott vander Weit, who is 
himself a CRC youth pastor in Muskegon, Michigan, posted 
the sad news on his Facebook page after being informed by 
police. He requested prayers for the family and particularly 
for his mother, who he said is feeling “overwhelmed with 
decisions she now needs to make.” He also noted that the 
family is “dealing with guilt” for having missed his father’s 
body in the initial search, “considering his remains were 
found a mile or so from my parents’ condo.” In response, 
numerous people expressed condolences and gave assur-
ance of their prayers for healing and comfort. 

Chris meehan

BUrLintOn, Ontario (CrCna) – the Christian re-
formed Church Board of Trustees has approved a $2.1 
million renovation and expansion of the CRC’s denomi-
national office in Burlington, Ontario.

the renovation is necessary to address insufficient office 
space, a lack of meeting and common space, a shortage of 
parking and deferred long-term maintenance issues, said 
Terry veldboom in a presentation to the board of trustees. 
veldboom is the denomination’s controller. 

Currently, a third of the work stations and half of the offices 
are shared by two or more staff persons. “As an example of the 
lack of sufficient space, staff have had to, on occasion, work 
in their cars out in the parking lot as a way of finding room,” 
said Canadian Ministries director Rev. Darren Roorda.

veldboom noted in his presentation that since the last 
renovation of the office was completed more than 15 years 
ago, “significant maintenance projects (carpet, climate 
control, soundproofing) have been postponed in deference 

to future anticipated renovations.”
veldboom detailed the renovation and expansion plan. 

The completed project will:
▪  add 7,600 square feet to the building, including 14 

additional offices and 18 work stations
▪  Increase meeting space
▪  increase parking by 50 percent
▪  Relocate and expand the main entrance
▪  Update the existing facility and improve common areas
▪  Meet current handicapped accessibility requirements
▪  Maintain general attraction of the building for any 

potential future sale.
“In order to cover the cost of the renovation, we will 

essentially be borrowing from ourselves by accessing 
funds available through the CRC’s pooled cash manage-
ment program with the CiBC (Canadian imperial Bank of 
Commerce),” said veldboom. Cost of the renovation will 

be amortized over 20 years.
Capital gifts to help fund the project would be appre-

ciated, said Roorda. At the same time, he said, “targeted 
solicitations will be pursued in order to mitigate the long-
term occupancy costs for ministries.”

Originally, a renovation plan was presented to the trust-
ees in 2009. At that time, the board deferred action on the 
plan due to the economic downturn, but it was revived and 
re-presented at the september 2015 board of trustees meet-
ing. In September, the board asked for the formal proposal, 
which the trustees reviewed and approved when they met in 
late February in the CrC’s Grand rapids, Michigan, office.

Maple Reinders, the architect and project manager, will 
shortly submit plans for the work to the City of Burlington 
for site plan approval and building permits. Work is antici-
pated to begin in september 2016 and to be complete by 
February 2017. 

and Rahman Bahmani during a picnic in southern Iran. 
According to Present Truth Ministries, the plain clothes 
police drew their guns on the Christians and even beat 
some of them. (Present truth Ministries is an evangelical 
mission agency whose “mission is to preach the message 
of Jesus Christ and bring the present truth to all nations,” 
but they are particularly active in the Middle East.)

Rahman Bahmani told interrogators he converted to 
Christianity four years ago and “I changed a lot. I wasn’t 
a good man before and when my wife saw the changes in 
me, she converted to Christianity as well, and when I was 
asked how I was healed I would say, Jesus healed me.”

Bahmani and the three men were sentenced to one year 
in prison, and the court banned them from attending or 
holding church services for two years. Only government 
approved churches are allowed in Iran, and Christian 
services cannot be conducted in the Farsi language.

But the biggest risk is for Iranians who leave Islam for 
the Christian faith. They are considered apostates. Under 
Islamic law, they must be punished by death.

So far, Bahmani and the others have not been charged 
as apostates. Present Truth Ministries asks that Christians 
pray for these fellow Christians who remain faithful to 
Christ. And “pray that their testimony would go forth for 
the glory of God,” urged a ministries spokesperson. 

Body of Pastor George Vander Weit discovered

Renovation of CRC Canadian 
office approved 

Christianity spreading in Iran continued

 C
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Vander Weit served churches in Michigan and Ohio and 
often wrote for The Banner.

LOnDOn (BCn) – a 21-year-old iraqi woman who was 
tortured and kept as a sex slave by ISIS has escaped, and 
has revealed the horrific acts the islamic militants are in-
flicting on women and young girls. During a recent visit to 
London, Nadia Murad told her story, which gave a glimpse 
into her appalling suffering. she said isis fighters killed her 
mother and six of her brothers in Sinjar, a town in northern 
Iraq. Although her life was spared, Murad was taken as a 
sex slave along with 5,000 other Yazidi girls and women. 
Murad said ISIS is committing genocide against the Yazi-
dis, attempting to entirely wipe them out. “We die every day 
because we see the world silent in the face of our plight.”

“My mother saw them killing my brothers and then they 
took my mother and killed her. I was already orphaned, as 
I didn’t have a father; all I had in the war was my mother,” 
Murad continued. “But when they took me to Mosul and 
raped me, I forgot my mother and brothers. Because what 

they were doing to us women was more difficult than death. 
Imagine until now, for more than a year and a half, girls 
as young as nine are being rented and sold out [for sex].” 
Some of the women would have preferred to end their 
lives, she said, but had no means or opportunity to do so. 

Murad said the Yazidi community has lost trust in the 

government, as they can’t return to Sinjar without protection. 
She called ISIS criminals who need to be tackled by the world 
community. She asked for everyone to “come on board” in 
fighting the militant group. to provide knowledge in order to 
begin to do that, she has set up a website telling of the Yazidis’ 
plight and outlining her own story (nadia-murad.com).

 As earlier reported by The Gospel Herald, over 100 of 
the Yazidi women who escaped ISIS after their mountain 
stronghold was attacked in August 2014 recently signed up 
to fight against the jihadist group. the women, known as 
the Force of sun Ladies, are officially fighting alongside 
Kurdish Peshmerga forces, while another 500, ranging in 
age from 17 to 37, are waiting to be trained. “Now we are 
defending ourselves from the evil; we are defending all the 
minorities in the region,” one of their female captains, Kha-
toon Khider, said. “We will do whatever is asked of us. We 
have a lot of our women in [nearby] Mosul being held as 
slaves. Their families are waiting for them. We are waiting 
for them. The liberation might help bring them home.”

Women take up arms against ISIS

Nadia Murad testifies.
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John Tamming 
 

She volunteers Wednesdays. After running 
some accounts payable at my office, after de-
signing a counter top for a client, after a quick 
lunch at our local Bleeding Carrot, Wendy 
spends the afternoon helping strangers die.

We talk of it in the evening over a glass 
or two. Today we ran a spa day, she says, 
and manicures were on the offer. Or today I 
played Elvis tunes with a truck driver from 
Thornbury. Or, today I met a tradesman 
from Barrie who used to do some work for 
a builder I used to know. (she is fifth gen-
eration in our neck of the woods here and 
knows many families).

Sometimes she is surprised by the vital-
ity of a resident. They joke and laugh about 
the Jays or the Leafs but a week later all she 
says is that he has faded and sleeps a lot. 
Some are confused by the new residence; 
others know full well what it means. Today 
a new resident fixed her eyes on me and 
asked, “tell me about the others that were 
in this bed before me.” Or, today I told one 
patient that she save the rest of her yogurt 
for the next day. “What if I am not here 
tomorrow?” she asked with a smile. Wendy 
did not miss a beat and suggested that they 
at least save it for this afternoon – and they 
both broke into a full laugh.

I went with her once to visit someone she 

had befriended. But I am not comfortable 
confronting mortality and took the earliest 
exit ramp available. I am not alone in that, 
I understand. 

Distilled
All becomes concentrated these last weeks 
or days. The care offered is very focused. 
Earthly possessions are reduced to a quilt 
and some key photographs. Affairs are put in 
order; conversations more pointed and emp-

tied of dross. All becomes distilled. There are 
those with endless streams of visitors. And 
then there are those who have burned many 
bridges in life, whose doorways are hardly 
darkened by friends or family, leaving it to 
dedicated staff to fill the gaps. 

The volunteers and staff say among 
themselves that after one passes, the spirit 
takes a while to leave the room; they prefer 
not to hurry to ready it for the next resident. 
this is not flippant talk of ghosts but is a 
way of saying that something sacred and 
abiding has happened in the weeks and days 
leading up to that moment.  

Like her co-workers, Wendy is self-
effacing (and would be mortified to read 
this). But there are scores of like persons 
who volunteer every day of the week, tak-
ing their turn to massage feet, hold a hand, 
offer a cool glass and ask after a great-
grandchild’s hockey photo. It seems im-
portant to honour that which happens every 
hour of every day in these rooms.

A church member once blurted out to 
her – “you are doing all of that for people 
you don’t know?” It was not meant unkindly 
and was not received as such. It merely 
underscores the beauty of this gift which 
those at the hospice have to offer. 

As you grow old, you appreciate all the 
more the very human scale of the towns and 
villages of our thinly populated counties: 

the preschool teacher who asks after a shy 
child, the farmer on the 4th Line who blows 
out the drive without charge, the hockey 
coach who has a way with your troubled 
teen. Those of the hospice are simply the 
last in the line. The holding of a hand, shar-
ing of a joke, cooling of a forehead – these 
and more mundane acts of kindness are the 
least and greatest gifts which a community 
can bestow on its people.

A new hospice is being planned. Its rooms 
will have privacy, a side bed for overnight 
visitors, a patio door opening onto a wood lot 
for family members to collect their thoughts. 
And, oh yes, there will be a warm kitchen 
and the roof will be gabled, 
just like that of a home. 

Wednesday afternoons

Palliative care from the province
On March 11, the Ontario provincial 
government announced that it would be 
investing $75 million over three years in 
end-of-life care, including the construc-
tion of 20 new hospice centres. Funds will 
also help in training hospice volunteers. 
Last year, 13,500 hospice volunteers sup-
ported more than 17,000 in-home clients.

Perhaps I am too close to 
the issue of physician-as-
sisted dying to write about 
it. On the other hand, real 
life experience focuses the 
mind on what could be 
helpful in practice. I hope 

that my personal reflections contribute to a 
constructive dialogue among us as Canada 
considers a new law on this matter.

My husband died at home in November 
after a struggle with cancer. The so-called 
“cancer journey” is becoming familiar to 
many families, and terminal cancer is one 
of the situations frequently cited in the cur-
rent debate about physician-assisted dying. 

Added responsibility
My first observation relates to the nature of 
the issue we are facing. At several points in 
our cancer journey we and our doctors faced 
decisions with life-and-death gravity, such 
as whether to try an experimental treatment 
with a small chance of prolonging life with 
side effects that erode the quality of living. 
Modern medicine can prolong the physical 
state of “staying alive” far longer than ear-
lier times and far beyond what is meant by 
the term “life” in Biblical language. 

The decisions we face now are a result of 
the blessings of modern health care. It is not 
helpful to frame this issue in terms of moral 
decay in society or erosion of religious influ-
ence, although both may be true in general. 

With the blessing of advanced health care 
comes added human responsibility. It makes 
no sense to say “only God will decide” when 
we are making choices every day that either 
prolong “staying alive” or lead to physical 
death sooner. As with all of life, God’s will 
and human decisions interact in complex 
ways; our calling is responsible stewardship 
of our role in the dance of living with God 
in God’s world. 

Holistic approach of palliative care
Secondly, good palliative care is a gift and 
area for Christian ministry. In our experi-
ence, its values and paradigm for care were 
more in keeping with a Reformed approach 
to the meaning of life than some of the le-
gitimately aggressive treatment approaches 
for cancer. My husband was supported in 
ways that allowed him to complete a piece 
of his life’s work, motivated by his deep 
desire to contribute to the development of 
God’s creation. The end of breathing was 
not treated as something to be feared, but 
part of a transition in the stages of eternal 
life. Pastoral ministry in our churches could 
also benefit from the more holistic under-
standing of the meanings of the words “life” 
and “death” that undergird palliative care.

A thin line 
Third, the reality is that the line between 
good practice in pain alleviation under pal-
liative care and physician assistance to end 

life is a very thin one. This has also been 
recognized by some clinicians in recent 
public debates. While the ethical difference 
between pain alleviation by any means and 
assisting death may have moral significance 
at the level of societal values, it may not 
have substantive technical or ethical differ-
ence in practice in individual cases. 

In my view, Christian voices who focus 
on this thin line as a non-negotiable, great 
moral divide, similar to how some framed 
the abortion debate, are making another mis-
take in our public witness in contemporary 
culture. To be honest, when I read some of 
the high-sounding, black-and-white rhetoric 
from fellow Christians, I want to say “get 
real.” The majority of church members who 
express support for some forms on assisted 
dying in every poll may be ahead of church 
leaders in discerning our current context and 
how the Spirit works through history, outside 
of official church structures when needed. 

Spiritual care is essential care
More importantly, we are missing an oppor-
tunity for a positive contribution that could 
make a genuine substantive difference for 
all persons facing end-of-life decisions. 
Advocacy for spiritual care as an essential 

component of end-of-life care would be 
more constructive for both practice and 
our public witness. End-of-life transitions 
are profoundly spiritual moments, for those 
who practice a particular religion and those 
who do not. Increasingly they happen at 
home as well as in hospitals where there 
may or may not be chaplains on duty. A 

robust, pluralistic approach to nursing that 
combines spiritual care and end-of-life care 
could be developed through cooperation 
between faith communities and community 
health care networks. Ensuring that every 
person has access to spiritual care during 
end-of-life transitions, based on the pa-
tient’s expressed will, is an achievable goal. 

In the short-term, mandatory inclusion 
of spiritual care could significantly influ-
ence the development of a more holistic 
approach to health care for the terminally 
ill. This is timely in light of Canada’s grow-
ing aging population. In the public sphere, 
rather than being associated with a reactive, 
illogical stance that can easily be dismissed, 
Christians could show positive leadership 
to help shape a new culture that respects 
and integrates the spiritual and religious 
dimension of life into public policies for 
health care. 

Spiritual care at end-of-life
Second Thoughts
Kathy Vandergrift

Second            Thoughts

Taste & See
Monica deRegt

Kathy Vandergrift

John A. Tamming is a 
barrister and solicitor in 

Owen Sound, Ontario.

We are missing an opportunity for a positive contribution 
for all persons facing end-of-life decisions.

Small acts of kindness are the least and greatest gifts.
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Jonathan de Vries

Debates between religion and science often seem 
to be paradigmatic of a conflict between two 
irreconcilable things. Popular media is replete 
with arguments and counter-arguments about 
the validity, legitimacy or demonstrability of the 
claims of religion and science. No matter what 
form such discourse takes, it seems rare that the 
words “religion” and “science” can be used in the 
same sentence without at least some suggestion 
of tension between them.  

The relationship between religion and science 
is the subject of Peter Harrison’s aptly titled The 
Territories of Science and Religion. But Harrison’s 
book is not an attempt to take sides in the debate 
– Harrison’s goal is to expose the artificiality of 
the debate. Running through The Territories is a 
simple argument: neither “religion” nor “science” 
is a unitary or discrete human activity, nor are 

they self-evident ways of dividing up cultural territory. Rather, both are the product of historical 
circumstances, and are actually far newer ideas than the proponents of either tend to think: the 
modern idea of religion, as a defined set of practices and propositional beliefs, dates to the 17th 
century; while the idea of science, as the amoral and objective study of material phenomena, is 
far more recent, arising only in the mid-19th century. The questions of what came before these 
ideas, and how they were created, provide the narrative foundation of Harrison’s book.

the emergence of science and religion was the result of the separation and the reification of 
parts of what was once a unified idea. Christianity, incubated in the Greek language and Greek 
thought, adopted the Greek idea of the unity of moral and epistemological knowledge. Not 
only did this unity reject a distinction between naturalistic and divine/mythological explana-
tions of the world, it also adopted a justification for knowledge and inquiry that was the total 
reverse of what it is today. Knowledge was not an end in itself – knowledge was the means 
by which to attain virtue and moral perfection. In this view, religion and science were simply 
different kinds of moral habits, the former concerned with internal piety, the latter with moral 
development through the logical development of knowledge. While they both involved separate 
activities and subject matter, they were never ships passing each other in the night. They were 
both virtuous activities with no innate antagonism between them.  

What changed all of this was the Reformation. The cause of salvation by grace could not be 
anything but a rebellion against the idea of moral virtues resulting from personal practice and 
self-improvement. Also, in positing new doctrinal tenets, it was necessary for the reformers 
to make religious belief explicit: to write it down, explain it, justify it, and contrast it to what 
was not proper belief. Belief was no longer defined by personal piety, but was instead defined 
by adherence to a particular set of propositions.    

Harrison illustrates this transformation of the idea of religion in a curious way: by the 
publication history of John Calvin’s great work. First written in Latin, the book Institutio 
Christianae Religionis was a manual for Christian piety. Later translations, including Eng-
lish ones, would add a definite article, resulting in the Institutes of the Christian Religion, a 
systematic treatise on a particular, objectified religion.  

the idea of science would also become externalized and objectified, but would follow a slightly 
different path than religion. First, the moral dimension of science shifted from self-improvement 
to the improvement of society through the understanding, utilization and improvement of the 
material world people lived in. Eventually, around the mid-19th century, all of the moral elements 
of science would drop out of favour. Instead, what was left was supposedly an amoral, objective 
activity defined by a specific class of participants, scientists and a universal method, the scientific.  

it was only at this time, less than 200 years ago, that the idea (or the myth) of an intractable 
and perpetual conflict between science and religion first started circulating. Harrison argues that 
part of the reason why this myth arose was because it granted modern science a unifying principle 
and a unified identity it might not otherwise have had. it allowed science to be defined in direct 
opposition to religion. This is a trend which we can still see today in popular forms of atheism, 
many of which exist in a parasitical relationship with the propositional religion they readily decry. 
However, Harrison is even-handed in his criticism. He notes that modern religions are just as 
guilty of invoking sensationalist or selective histories to justify themselves in the present-day.  

Harrison does not believe that the religion versus science debate can sim-
ply be made to disappear overnight – the concepts are too firmly entrenched 
in our cultural lexicon. But in the short term, he offers a different way of 
thinking about the debate, one that he hopes might avoid unnecessary conflict 
or the creation of tensions where none need truly exist. 

Jim Poelman 

In the preface to this book, William P. Brown 
states “. . . I have sought to bring the ancient Scrip-
tures to life and through them to point the reader 
toward new imaginings, new ways of reading 
biblical texts, even those texts that remain ‘dead 
and buried’ in their familiarity.” From my reading 
of Sacred Sense I believe Brown accomplished 
what he set out to do. Sacred Sense helps readers 
to find that place where the wonder, surprise and 
mystery of the Bible speaks.

This is a book that addresses a neglected 
need within the Christian community. We need 
help to read the Bible. It is not that we need to 
create time to read God’s Word. We do need 
to make time to read but our primary need is 
to get beyond the “dead and the buried,” the 

familiar and imposing our agenda on the scriptures. In Sacred Sense, Brown is deeply 
aware that “the Bible is read and used (and abused) in so many ways: to find answers 
to pressing questions, prove a point, win an argument, formulate dogma, reconstruct 
ancient history, get rich, induce shame, and, most tragically, promote violence and 
justify oppression.” In Sacred Sense, Brown practices a “more fundamental, life-
giving reason for reading the Bible – to cultivate a sense of wonder about God, the 
world, others and ourselves.”

In reading the Bible with an eye for wonder, Brown invites us to participate in “...
reading with readiness for surprise and in the process raising ‘wonderings’ – ques-
tions and ponderings that stir the imagination and generate thinking, without leading 
necessarily to one way of understanding the text.”

in each of the 16 chapters addressing a selected scripture text, ranging from Genesis 
to Revelation, Sacred Sense gives us a rich sampling of where reading the Bible with 
eyes of wonder leads. “These are the texts” says Brown, “that take my breath away 
and give breath back to me. They evoke the kind of wonder that leaves me restless 
and hungry yet hopeful and fulfilled.”

Brown’s introductory chapter to Sacred Sense is a good place to start for personal 
reflection or small Bible study groups pondering why we read the Bible. i found this 
chapter to be masterfully written, a resetting of the terms of engagement with God’s Word. 

Surprisingly, Brown states in the preface that “This may well be the hardest book 
i’ve ever written. . .” indeed William P. Brown has written other “lengthier (and some 
would say belaboured) works over the years.” What made Sacred Sense “hard” for 
Brown is not reflected in a book filled with technical, deep theological jargon. “Hard” 
is not about difficult concepts to communicate or to grasp. this is Brown’s hardest 
book because he has relinquished control. He has allowed the sacred text to speak, 
a task which he found extremely difficult because as a trained Biblical scholar and 
academic (he is the William Marcellus McPheeters Professor of Old testament at 
Columbia theological seminary, Decatur, Georgia) he is accustomed to setting the 
agenda and controlling the object of study. Brown’s academic skills are brought to 
the text but the approach to scripture is cast in a different light. Here the sacred text 
is given control; its mystery, wonders and surprises take the lead. 

Brown’s first chapter is a focus on Genesis 1, called “Cosmic Wonder.” “One of the 
many overlooked wonders of Genesis one is its mathematical intricacy” writes Brown. 
it is a study in which Brown has readers listen to the Bible’s first chapter delight them 
with the “divinely spoken cadences reverberating throughout an intricately ordered 
universe.” This is not a chapter seeking to answer “How God created” or “When did 
this happen” as though the text was given to answer those questions. No, Brown takes 
us into the sacred space created by the text. We get to stand on the holy ground of the 
text, let its story be the symphony rather than our questions creating the agenda. 

The wonder that Brown hears in Genesis 1 is “The Genesis Code” which he says is “not 
to be confused with the Davinci Code by Don Brown (no relation).” to decipher the 
Genesis Code is to see the Creation Story as God’s claim that the entire creation/cosmos 
“is cast in the image of the temple!” In other words, “The universe, according to Genesis 
one, is God’s cosmic sanctuary.” I leave the details to your own reading.

This is a more than a book to help us fall in love with the Bible 
again. Sacred Sense brings us to that place where, with the boy 
Samuel, we turn to God to say, “Speak Lord. I am ready to listen.”

Jim Poelman is the pastor of Redeemer 
Christian Reformed Church, Sarnia, Ontario.

The Territories of Science and Religion
By Peter Harrison 
2015

What Athens had to 
do with Jerusalem

Reading the Bible 
with an eye for 
wonder

Sacred Sense: Discovering the 
Wonder of God’s Word and World
By William P. Brown 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co. 2015

Jonathan de Vries lives and practices law in London, Ontario.
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James Dekker

Samuel Akaakaa is an experienced past-
employee of Beacon of Hope, a national 
development agency in Jos, Plateau State, 
Nigeria, begun as a ministry of World 
Renew. He and wife Marilyn are raising 
their own young family and have deep 
hearts for vulnerable children. 

The crisis in Nigeria of internally 
displaced people
For several years Samuel and Marilyn kept 
hearing reports of Boko Haram atrocities in 
northeastern Nigeria. Many camps near Jos 
are filled with internally displaced people 
(IDPs). Their number grows weekly, the 
need always outstripping the availability 
of shelter, clothing, bedding, food and other 
basic necessities of life. Many are orphaned 
children; others have been separated from 

parents and siblings in the turmoil of fleeing 
and trying to survive. Boko Haram, though, 
is not the only cause forcing people to flee 
their homes, disrupt their families.

Roots of the current crisis
Samuel and Marilyn know well the tu-
multuous history between the Birom and 
Fulani peoples that rarely grab national or 
international media attention. Birom are vil-
lage people, subsistence farmers; Fulani are 
largely nomadic cattle herders who follow 
the seasons to find forage for their animals. 
In the last 150 years most Birom have ac-
cepted Christianity. The Fulani are mostly 
Muslims. Moving about in extended small 
family groups with their cattle, they have 
resisted Christian evangelism.

For long periods Birom and Fulani have 
lived peacefully. Birom children were often 
apprenticed to Fulani herders to learn cattle-
raising in the harsh savannahs of West 
Africa. Fulani, for their part, have in some 
places acquired farming skills from Birom 
people.  

Regardless, as Birom and Fulani popula-
tions grow, land becomes harder to share. 
Cattle eat and destroy growing crops; in 
revenge or self-protection, farmers capture 
and kill cattle. Some Fulani burn villages; 
Birom families flee traditional lands. In 
the turmoil of flight children and parents 
are frequently and hopelessly separated. 
Refugee populations swell towns and cities. 
The pressures on resources and land add to 
Boko Haram’s random brutality.

Yet tribal competition for food and land 
and Boko Haram’s militant Islamic warfare 
are by no means the only reasons for today’s 
violence and its resulting flood of IDPs. 
Still older root causes have long divided 
tribes, feeding into current tensions. 

A legacy of colonialism
Christian mission work has not always 
worked historically as an altruistic spirit-

ual boon to indigenous people in many 
lands. Before Europeans colonized Africa, 
Catholic priests in Latin America accom-
panied Spanish and Portuguese conquis-
tadores in brutal enterprises of settlement. 
Indigenous people were baptized, enslaved, 
forced to mine gold and silver on treasure 
ships returning to Europe, financing further 
exploration and conquest. Over centuries 
the Iberian empires gave way to British 
power that produced an empire on which 
the sun never set; the Anglican Church ac-
companied those conquerors too. 

By the nineteenth century, although 
slavery was outlawed in England, British 
businesses in African colonies mined large 
deposits of tin in today’s Plateau State. 
Such unregulated open pit mining damaged 
the environment and compromised Birom 
agriculture. Today, where long played-out 
mines pierced aquifers, lakes dot the land-
scape, having flooded former Birom fields 
or Fulani pastures. Such past industry over 
years helped create conditions ripe for tribal 
conflict that displaced thousands of people.

House of Recab rises  
again in Nigeria  
Parts of all those separate infernos of long 
violence converged in several short days 
in November 2014 outside Jos. But instead 
of continuing to burn out of control, in an 
astonishing example of God’s grace in 
action, joining with the perseverance of a 
growing number of saints, destructive fiery 
furnaces were banked into heart-warming 
ministries of rescue, relief and hope for 
some of Nigeria’s children.

With touching courage and mighty flex-
ible talent for making the most of little, 
when Samuel and Marilyn saw ashes of 
ruined families, they determined to make 
whole what was broken. They established 
the House of Recab. Christian Reformed 
missionary Mike Vander Dyke, a friend of 
Samuel and Marilyn, explains, “The name 
comes from Jeremiah 35; the Recabites 
were praised by God for being obedient to 
teachings handed down by their ancestors.”

In November 2014 the Akaakaa family 
was living in Rayfield, outside Jos. In the 
mid-afternoon on November 7, an acquaint-
ance who knew Samuel and Marilyn’s dedi-
cation to children, drove to their rented 
house. He opened the doors of his 14 pas-
senger van; fifty-two children from three 
years of age to early teens burst out. The 
magic of cell phones soon led the driver’s 
friends to the Akaakaa home. By mid-even-
ing 130 children jammed the once-spacious 
house. Recab’s house rose again in Nigeria, 
but not without difficulty.

Though the children’s arrival was not 
a total surprise to Samuel and Marilyn, 
the sheer number descending upon them 
in in one day jolted them. Experienced 
in relief and development, the Akaakaas 

had prepared by stockpiling mattresses, 
blankets, food and staple supplies. As well, 
networks of friends and colleagues soon 
joined to help care for and house the flood 
of children. After a year, the owner of the 
house, quailing at the wear and tear on the 
property, demanded the operation move. 

Now in a larger house in Jos proper, 
the number of child refugees has often 
climbed to more than 200. Children and 
staff worship daily, giving thanks for life 
and new hope. Teachers give school lessons 
in English, the common second language 
among many tribal tongues. Older children 
take courses in welding and other trades. 
Others plant gardens to supply some of 
the food, all prepared on wood fires. Some 
children have moved out after family mem-
bers or friends were located in surrounding 
areas. Soon after others arrive, looking for 
shelter and a hope. 

Who are they? How will they live?
Aside from the daily difficulties of hous-
ing, feeding and teaching the children, 
often a more basic social problem looms: 
How do these children become documented 
Nigerians? Almost all have lost any identity 
cards they may have once had. During my 
January visit, Samuel said 30 of the cur-
rent residents were orphans; four had lost 
complete contact with family; most were 
“half-orphans.”

Yet House of Recab’s children are no 
longer lost. In pregnant, paused phrases, 
Samuel declared, “Someone dropped the 
kids off. Someone knows who they are.” 
House of Recab staff is working with 
Nigeria’s National Population Commission 
to generate birth certificates, establish basic 
identity. 

“But how?” I asked. “It’s not easy,” was 
Samuel’s understated reply, “but we start 
with what we have. Few children know 
when they were born, but each child has a 
name. We work from there.”

“For example,” he continues, “several 
children are called ‘Guvna.’ We’ve figured 
out they were born around the time a public 
official visited their village. By their birth 
language, we try to determine their home 
district and when a high official made a 
visit nearby. Then we assign a date of birth 
we hope is close to accurate. Home village, 
birthdate and name are the foundation of 
their documents.” 

That’s as good as today’s obedient 
Recabites can do. Samuel concludes, “But 
the skills the children learn here, along 
with faith in Jesus we pray keeps growing, 
will help them find community when they 
leave. Because we know that each of these 
children is a child of God.”

And I pray that Christian churches and 
people in Plateau State continue welcom-
ing God’s children, embracing them into 
God’s family.

 

House of Recab: 
Relief and development with a cost and hope

Top image: Samuel and Marilyn Akaakaa with their son. 
Middle image: Class of four- to six-year-olds at House of Recab. 
Bottom image: Children at House of Recab during morning recess and snack time.

  Jim Dekker is a retired pastor living in St. Catharines, Ont. He led a spiritual 
retreat for missionaries in Jos, Nigeria, in January 2016. He will never forget his 

visit to House of Recab. Learn about this work of peace and mercy at  
facebook.com/houseofrecab and crwm.org/stories/house-recab
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Sonya VanderVeen Feddema:  
An interview with Christy VanderVeen

In September 2015, Christy VanderVeen, 
34, from Orangeville, Ont., took a sabbati-
cal from her Grade 1/2 teaching position 
at Orangeville Christian School, where she 
had taught for 10 years after graduating 
from Redeemer University College with a 
Bachelor of Arts (Ancaster, Ont.) and from 
Queens University (Kingston, Ont.) with 
a Bachelor of Education. I caught up with 
Christy (who, by the way, is my niece) to 
learn why she took a sabbatical from teach-
ing and why she chose to attend Disciple-
ship Training School (DTS) run by Youth 
With a Mission (YWAM) in Tyler, Texas.

CHRISTIAN COURIER: Why did you 
take a sabbatical?

CHRISTY VANDERVEEN: I love 
teaching and cherish the opportunity to help 
shepherd God’s young children. However, 
I’ve had a growing restlessness the past 
few years and knew I was growing weary. 
Instead of pushing myself to keep going 
through the motions, I decided to take a 
sabbatical in order to take a step back from 
teaching, be refreshed and intentionally put 
myself in an environment where I could 
spend time with God.

How did God lead you to DTS? Did you 
have specific goals in mind when you 
enrolled?  

God led me to DTS through a series of 
experiences that only he could have orches-
trated. A few years ago, I helped lead two 
short-term mission trips with a couple who 
were serving with YWAM. We stayed at 
YWAM bases. I got a real appreciation for 
what YWAM is about and how they operate.  
When I prayed about what to do on my sab-
batical, I knew I wanted to do three things: 
learn more about God’s Word and ways, 
grow in my relationship with him, and be 
able to serve his people. YWAM’s DTS 
encompassed all three. There are hundreds 
of YWAM bases around the world that of-
fer training, but much to my surprise, God 
led this non-country girl to the Tyler, Texas 
base!  Yee-haw!

Your discipleship training included in-class 
instruction from October to December 2015 
before you set out on an outreach trip.  What 
did the curriculum consist of?

Each week we had a different teacher 
speak to us about a different topic, such as 
the kingdom of God, relationships, spiritual 
warfare, evangelism, hearing from God and 
more. I’ve heard DTS described as putting 
you before God and leaving you there. I’ve 
also heard it described as God taking out all 
your junk and replacing it with himself and 
his truth. Both were accurate! We didn’t just 
go to class to take notes, but we worshipped, 

were ministered to, were prayed with and 
were drawn closer to God. 

I also appreciated (and found challenging 
at times) that YWAM believes in community 
and that through living in community you 
get to daily work out what you’re learning in 
class. There I was, a 34 year old accustomed 
to living in my own house by myself, now 
living in a small room with four other ladies 
(all about 19 years old) in a dorm with 50 
ladies!  A big adjustment, but an experience 
I wouldn’t trade for the world!

Who’s on your outreach team?
My team is made up of my DTS class-

mates and a number of YWAM Tyler staff.  
About 50 of us piled into rental vans and 
drove to Washington, D.C., to start off our 
outreach. We then split up into two groups. 
Thirty people from the group went to the 
northeast coast of the United States and 
the rest of us went to the southeast coast. 
My team consists of 13 students and six 
staff ranging in age from 18 to 34 years, 
and hailing from numerous states, prov-
inces and South Korea.  We made stops in 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Florida, Alabama and Louisiana.

 
As part of your outreach, your team 
performed a drama for various groups. 
What is the drama about and what is its 
relevance for viewers?

The drama is about a missionary who 
was trained in YWAM and martyred in 
Africa. It includes five monologues of the 
missionary and those close to him convey-
ing their experiences and what God has 
worked in them though the missionary’s 
death. There’s also a choreographed dance 
after the monologues. The overall mes-
sage of the drama is a challenge: Are you 
dead yet? Are you living out of fear, or out 
of faith? What parts of your life are you 
holding on to that God is asking you to die 
to, believing that he is worth the sacrifice 
and surrender? At the end of each drama 
presentation, we offer prayer and discussion 
for the viewers as they process the drama’s 
message and challenge. 

What else besides the drama does your 
outreach consist of?

At each stop, we have sought to partner 
with a church or ministries in that area.  
Our goal has been to encourage, inspire, 
and serve them.  The name/vision of our 
school is “The School of His Awakening.” 
Through our drama, prayer, worship and 
service, we hope to spark the awakening of 
both churched and unchurched people to the 
light and love of God. We’ve volunteered at 
various ministries, offering to help in any 
way we can: cleaning, organizing, moving 
and painting.  We’ve also interacted with 
many people in each city, offering prayer 
and the gospel. 

How have people responded as your team 
has reached out in Christ’s name?  Have 
you experienced opposition?

People have responded very well! It’s 
been awesome to see how God has arranged 
our visits at just the right time, sometimes 
to encourage the staff of a church, some-
times to fan into flame the faith of church 
members, sometimes to present the gospel.  

The greatest tangible impact that we’ve 
had was in Chester, South Carolina, a small, 
low socioeconomic town where racial seg-
regation persists. It seemed like God was 
using our presence there to activate coop-
eration and the beginning of unity between 
black and white churches in particular. 
We were invited to perform our drama 
at a black church that wouldn’t normally 
invite a group like ours. Then we were in-
vited to perform at a white church because 
someone who saw our drama at the black 
church wanted their church to see it, too. 
We worked with people in the community 
to help rejuvenate a run-down community 
centre so that it can once again be a safe 
and fun place for kids. Our presence at our 
host church was especially encouraging as 
we were able to encourage them to respond 
obediently to God’s call to go into the com-
munity to serve and unite. 

Have specific encounters or situations had 
an impact on you? 

There are numerous God-appointed inter-
actions with people that will stay with me, 
especially praying with others: a six-year-old 
boy who was scared, a pregnant twenty-year-
old woman unsure if she was still pleasing 
to God, a fifty-year-old woman whose son 
had been murdered, and a ninety-year-old 
man who’d just lost his wife of 66 years. A 
specific ministry that impacted me was pray-
ing with women at a rehabilitation centre. 
Being able to stand in the river of God’s love 
for each woman and speak his affirmation, 
acceptance and unconditional love to them 
was so powerful and a true honour.

How do you hope that what you’ve 
learned, experienced and seen will 
influence your relationship with God and 
others in the future?

I pray that everything God has worked in 
me and healed in me will be sealed. I pray 
that I’ll continue to make God my first love 
and walk with him through the changes and 
challenges of life.  And I pray that I’ll be a 
surrendered and available vessel of God’s 
love and grace to the people he brings 
along my path. God’s primary desire for 
each one of us is to be in relationship with 
us. To have this time to enjoy and nurture 
that relationship has been a true gift at this 
point in my life! 

Sabbatical of rest,  
worship and service

Sonya Vanderveen Feddema 
is a freelance writer living in St. 

Catharines, Ont.

Christy Vanderveen is an 
elementary school teacher from 

Orangeville, Ont.

Top image: Christy Vanderveen reflects after 
a time of door-to-door evangelism. 
Right image: Christy praying with a woman 
who was deeply moved by the message of the 
drama the team presented. 
Bottom image: Christy and another member 
of her team leading worship at a women's 
rehabilitation centre.



Features

PAGE 12 CHRISTIAN COURIER

Tom Baird

Following Jesus is a risky business. “When 
Christ calls a man, he bids him come and 
die,” Dietrich Bonhoeffer famously wrote 
in his book The Cost of Discipleship. Taking 
up our cross daily to follow Jesus carries 
with it a psychological cost and could carry 
a physical one, as well. 

While Jesus’ call has always required 
sober reflection on the part of anyone who 
would answer it, Christians today have 
special reason to think carefully about its 
implications. In his book, Following Jesus 
in a Culture of Fear, Scott Bader-Saye says 
that there are unique cultural forces at work 
in our society that conspire to make us more 
fearful than ever before. This is a problem 
because fear prompts us to act reflexively 
and unthinkingly. If we are under the con-
trol of these forces, we will act unwittingly 
in ways that are inconsistent with our faith.

If we see these manipulative forces for 
what they are, we will be in a better position 
to resist their pull. We will also be better able 
to lay hold of the resources God offers us to 
answer Christ’s call with courage.

Understanding our culture of fear
Bader-Saye contends that we are more fear-
ful today than any society in history, but it 
is not because there is actually more reason 
for us to be afraid. The world is no scarier 
today than it ever has been. While we may 
have new things to be afraid of, we have also 
eliminated some reasons for fear – in fact, 
we are living healthier and longer lives than 
ever before. What is it, then, that is making 
us so afraid?

Bader-Saye identifies television as one 
factor. Violence is a staple of much TV pro-
gramming, and research shows that people 
who watch a significant amount of TV are 
more likely to believe that their neighbours 
are unsafe, that crime rates are on the rise and 
that they themselves will be victims of crime. 

Another fear-generating factor is that we 
live in a consumer culture. Powerful people 
have a vested interest in making us afraid. 
This is because fear can get us to watch 
programs on TV and online, pay for written 
media and consume products designed to 
protect us. 

“What you don’t know may kill you” is 
a predictable pattern used to create interest 
in TV, print and online news reporting. An 
article entitled “That Little Freckle Could Be 
a Ticking Time Bomb,” (Newsweek, May 24, 
2004) arrests your attention and makes you 

want to read what the author has to say. By 
creating a sense of urgency, fear can moti-
vate you to buy alarm systems, medicines, 
specialty foods and a host of other products.

These scare tactics keep us in a constant 
state of fearful agitation about things that, 
ironically, turn out to be out of all propor-
tion to the harm they might actually cause 
us. We fear terrorist attacks, pedophiles, 
school shootings, risky strangers, serial 
killers, killer bees and exotic diseases, but 
what most of us will actually die of is heart 
disease, cancer and stroke. 

This cultural atmosphere presents a spe-
cial challenge for the Christ-follower. This 
is because love for God and neighbor is at 
the heart of Christian discipleship, and love 
always requires risk. 

It takes risk to extend hospitality to a 
stranger. It takes risk to give generously and 
sacrificially of our finances. It takes risk to 
give offenders a second chance. It takes risk 
to lay down our lives for others in service 
to God. Every time we are called upon to 
express love, it implies a risk. 

Choosing faith over fear
Our hearts are meant to be expansive with 
Christ’s love, but fear moves us to shrink 
within ourselves. Seeing these manipulative 
messages for what they are makes it possible 
for us to resist them and to embrace the re-
sources God makes available to us in Christ.  

Once, when Jesus was sending his dis-
ciples on mission into an unknown future 
he told them to find fortitude by looking at 
the world through the wider perspective of 
faith. He said: 

Do not be afraid of those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 
afraid of the One who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. Are not two spar-
rows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground outside your 
Father’s care. And even the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered. So don’t be 
afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows (Matt. 10:28-31).
The words “be afraid of the One who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell” are scary, 
and they are intended to be. Jesus wants us 
to see that our Heavenly Father is so power-
ful that any things we might be tempted to 
fear pale in comparison with him. He is the 
Almighty God, the creator of all that is. He is 
the source of our very existence, the weaver 
of the fabric of our being, the sustainer of 
every molecule that composes our bodies 
and the giver of our every breath. 

If we were to have an unfiltered view of 
God, our reaction to him would be like that 
of Isaiah who thought he would not survive 
the experience (Isa. 6). The merest glimpse 
of God’s true being would expose the things 
that control us through fear as being unwor-
thy to have such a place in our lives – idols 
in our hearts that we have come to fear more 
than we fear God.  

And yet, in the same discourse, Jesus 
reminds us that no bird can fall from the air 

apart from the will of our Father in Heaven, 
and that we are “worth more than many 
sparrows.” Indeed, he says “the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered.” The ultimate 
measure of God’s love for us is the cross, and 
its depths are unfathomable.

Having a vision of the Lord’s holiness, 
along with a vision of his holding us, con-
stitutes the “fear of God.” And it is this fear 
which, ironically, delivers us from all of our 
fears. The hymn “Amazing Grace” beauti-
fully describes the free mercy of God that 
brings us peace: “Tis grace that taught my 
heart to fear and grace my fears relieved.” 

Serving without fear
We will never be altogether free from fear, 
nor would we want to be. Our God-given 
capacity for fear plays an important role in 
our survival. It is appropriate to take proper 
precautions when it comes to looking after 
our own interests and those of our children. 
But having the courage to follow Christ 
will mean doing the right thing even if we 
feel afraid, and not allowing our fears to 
control us. 

When we have the courage to love as 
Christ did, we will think differently about the 
world. The world’s refugee crisis is a current 
example of how very necessary this kind 
of thinking is. A surprising amount of the 
reaction among North American Christians 
to this crisis has been fear-driven. But it is 
only as we are controlled by the fear of God, 
and thus free to love, that will we be able to 
think Biblically about what it looks like to 
extend the welcome of Christ to strangers 
while exercising appropriate precaution. 

Having our fear in check also has impor-
tant implications for our churches and our 
own families. Our prayers can often centre 
on issues of personal health and safety in 
ways that are uncharacteristic of New Testa-
ment prayers. 

I recall reading an article, when my own 
children were young, in which a father con-
fessed that all his prayers for his children had 
amounted to “God keep them safe.” As he 
considered Jesus’ call to Kingdom service 
he had a change of heart. He began praying 
instead “God, make them dangerous.” 

God’s words to his people when they 
stood on the verge of entering the Promised 
Land – with all the uncertainty that call held 

– speak to us as we look upon the horizons 
to which God is calling us:

Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid or terrified because of them, for 
the Lord your God goes with you; he 
will never leave you nor forsake you 
(Deut. 31:6). 

The risky business of following Jesus

Tom Baird is the lead pastor 
of Bethel Community (Chris-
tian Reformed) Church in 
Edmonton, Alberta.
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Confronting a 
colossus

The Judith and Norman Alix 
Art Gallery in Sarnia, Ont., 
recently hosted a high-pro-
file exhibition. The biggest 
draw, and I do mean BIG, 
was Salvador Dali’s gargan-

tuan Santiago El Grande (1957). More 
than four metres high, the painting had to 
be hoisted to the second floor by means of 
a specially-constructed lift. 

I was familiar with Dali, pioneer of 
Surrealism with its melting clocks and 
other incongruities. I could picture his 
stylized mustache. I vaguely recalled some 
offensive publicity stunts.

So imagine my surprise at the explicitly 
Christian theme of this titanic showstopper. 
St. James, patron saint of Spain, is front and 
centre, astride a rearing white stallion. An 
atomic cloud explodes from the animal’s 
muscular loins before morphing into jas-
mine petals, a haunting juxtaposition of 
war and peace. A smooth white pillar, like 
reinforcing ballast behind the lunging steed, 
alludes to a legendary visitation by the 
Virgin Mary. St. James’s sword is a crucifix, 
but the Jesus hanging from this cross radi-
ates victory, his head held high without a 
crown of thorns, haloed by spears of light. 
A rhythmic pattern of shells, emblematic 
of the famous Camino de Santiago pilgrim-
age, creates coherence. Soaring geometric 
beams lend cathedral-like structure to the 
expansive vista – the universe as basilica!

My mind was racing with questions 
(this is Dali?) while my eyes were work-
ing overtime to take in all the details. 
James’s outstretched foot is meticulous in 
its lumpy veins and grimy toes. His horse 
is life-sized, realistic right to its protruding 
bared teeth, but there’s an angel embed-
ded in its sinewy neck. Step back from 
the work and countless gold striations in 
the sky rearrange themselves into tiered 
phalanxes of a massive angelic host – a 
spectacular holograph. 

Encouraged by the docent, my friends 
and I laid on the floor to absorb the work’s 
celebrated 3-D perspective. We laughed 
at ourselves, but our prostration did high-
light the painting’s emotional overtones of 
dominance and ascension. 

Apparently Dali had had a middle-aged 
return, of sorts, to his Catholic roots. The 
Santiago El Grande had been designed as 
an altarpiece. Perhaps not surprisingly, given 
Dali’s previous ridicule of the Christian faith 
and his contradictory assertions that he was 
Catholic and agnostic, his masterpiece did 
not find a home within the church.

What to make of this painting? Or Dali 
himself, for that matter? 

Continued on page 13W
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Inviting possibilities 
Humanities professor Arnold Weinstein 

upholds the value of the arts in his New 
York Times essay, “Don’t Turn Away from 
the Art of Life” (Feb. 23, 2016). He con-
tends: “Art and literature are tried on. 
Reading a book, seeing a painting or a play 
or a film: Such encounters are fueled by af-
fect as well as intelligence. Much ‘fleshing 
out’ happens here: We invest the art with 
our own feelings, but the art comes to live 
inside us, adding to our own repertoire. Art 
obliges us to ‘first-personalize’ the world. 
Our commerce with art makes us fellow 
travelers: to other cultures, other values, 
other selves.”

Weinstein’s validation of the arts reson-
ates with me. But should a Christian “try 
on” what could prove false, tempting or 

manipulative? William S. Taylor, theolo-
gian and artist, addresses this dilemma in 
his book, Seeing the Mystery. Artists paint 
possibilities, he explains, possibilities that 
invite us to fill in our own perceptions. 
Even in their particularized portrayals of 
Jesus, for example, what artists actually 
do is help us see what we think of the 
Christ: “For that reason, we need have no 
hesitation in looking at great pictures to 
see what may be there, in a special and 
unique way, for ourselves. Even when we 
don’t see what the artist saw, even when 
we don’t necessarily like what we see, 
the picture may help us to think about our 
faith more clearly, and to understand it 
more sympathetically.” Taylor’s approach 
brings both blessing and absolution to the 
“first-personalization” Weinstein talks 

about. The Christian nurtures a sanctified 
imagination, a grateful orientation that 
boldly adds God himself to the list of 
“other selves” we may meet in art. 

My faith was both humbled and exalted 
by the magnificence of the Santiago El 
Grande, a provisional shrine, a place to 
encounter the sublimity of Jesus Christ, 
the first mover and pre-eminent artist: 
“. . . the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation. For by him all 
things were created: things in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible. . . . He is 
before all things, and in him all things hold 
together” (Col. 1: 15-17). 

Cathy Smith is a retired teacher and  
Contributing Editor with CC.

Second Thoughts
Kathy Vandergrift

Second            Thoughts

Taste & See
Monica deRegt

Kathy Vandergrift

Creating  
masterpieces

“Every child is an artist.”      
– Pablo Picasso

There is something magnificent about a 
homemade pie. Whether it’s the feeling of 
accomplishment from mixing and rolling 
and then forming and fluting the perfect, 
flaky crust, or the anticipation of all the 
flavours of the filling blending together 
between the layers of pastry, making a pie 
is an experience that I sometimes suspect 
is similar to that of creating other works 
of art, like a fine piece of pottery or a 
carefully tooled piece of woodworking.

While not all of us are skilled with gifts 
in fine art, I believe, along with Picasso, 
that everyone can relate to the feeling of 
joy that comes from the act of creating. 
Your “creation” might be a perfectly 
balanced spreadsheet of beautifully ar-
ranged numbers, a tidied up and smartly 
decorated home, a cleverly written article 
or sermon composed with just the right 
words, a photograph that captures the 
perfect moment, a weed-free, colourful 
garden bursting with bright flowers and 
fresh produce, a finely tuned engine hum-
ming in perfect harmony – the list goes 
on. Our creator God invites us to com-
mune with him in these experiences. We 
were made in his image, after all. What 
a delightful thought, that my desire to 
create anything of beauty is built into me 

because our God passed on that trait from 
himself to us! We are his masterpieces.

A few years ago, I had the joy of 
being a member of a special interest 
small group in our church called simply, 

“Gourmet Group” – a lovely gathering of 
women who shared the common inter-
est of delicious food. As we sat around 
the table of our gracious host, we were 
introduced to new recipes that we would 
learn to prepare, and eat, together. It was a 
heavenly fellowship that filled our hearts 
and souls as much as our stomachs. One 
of our presenters, Kathryn deRuijter (one 
of CC’s graphic designers!), introduced 
us to this Butternut Squash and Caramel-
ized Onion Galette from Smitten Kitchen 
(smittenkitchen.com). 

There are some recipes I make just 
because they taste good or they are nu-
tritious and fill the dinner table. Others, 
like this savoury, decadent pie, are for 
special occasions or when I want to feel 
like I’m working on a masterpiece. It is 
perfect to serve to company. There are 
never any leftovers, but I imagine they 
would keep well.

Monica deRegt is the  
Features Editor for CC. 

For the pastry:
1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1/4 teaspoon salt
½ cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, cut into 

pieces
1/4 cup sour cream
2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice
1/4 cup ice water

For the filling:
1 small butternut squash (or 2 cups 

peeled, cubed)
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 to 2 tablespoons butter 
1 large onion, halved and thinly sliced 

in half-moons
1 teaspoon salt
Pinch of sugar
1/4 teaspoon cayenne, or to taste
3/4 cup fontina cheese (about 2 1/2 

ounces), grated or cut into small bits
1 1/2 teaspoons chopped fresh sage 

leaves

1. Make pastry: In a bowl, combine the 
flour and salt. Make a well in the cen-
ter of the flour. Add the cold butter to 
the well and, using a pastry blender, 
cut it in until the mixture resembles 
coarse meal. Make another well in 
the center. In a small bowl, whisk 
together the sour cream, lemon juice 
and water and add half of this mix-
ture to the well. With your fingertips, 
mix in the liquid until large lumps 
form. Remove the large lumps and 
repeat with the remaining liquid and 
flour-butter mixture. Pat the lumps 
into a ball; do not overwork the 
dough. Cover with plastic wrap and 
refrigerate for 1 hour.

2. Prepare squash: Preheat oven to 375 
degrees F. Peel squash, then halve 
and scoop out seeds. Cut into a 1/2-
inch dice. Toss pieces with olive oil 

and a half-teaspoon of the salt and 
roast on foil lined (for neatness sake) 
sheet for 30 minutes or until pieces 
are tender, turning it midway if your 
oven bakes unevenly. Set aside to 
cool slightly.

3. Caramelize onions: While squash 
is roasting, melt butter in a heavy 
skillet and cook onion over low heat 
with the remaining half-teaspoon 
of salt and pinch of sugar, stirring 
occasionally, until soft and lightly 
golden brown, about 20 minutes. Stir 
in cayenne if using.

4. Raise the oven temperature to 400 
degrees. Mix squash, caramelized 
onions, cheese and herbs together 
in a bowl.

5. Assemble galette: On a floured sur-
face, roll dough out into a 12-inch 
round. Transfer to an ungreased 
baking sheet. Spread squash, onions, 
cheese and herb mixture over the 
dough, leaving a 1 1/2-inch border. 
Fold the border over the squash, 
onion and cheese mixture, pleating 
the edge to make it fit. The centre 
will be open.

6. Bake until golden brown, 30 to 40 
minutes. Remove from the oven, let 
stand for 5 minutes, then slide the 
galette onto a serving plate. Cut into 
wedges and serve hot, warm or at 
room temperature. Serves 6.

Butternut Squash and Caramelized Onion Galette

What is a galette?
Despite the fact that it can refer to 
a number of different baked goods, 
a “galette” is a French term that 
typically refers to a free form tart 
that is made with a flaky pastry 
crust. These tarts are not molded in 
tart pans. Instead, filling is placed 
directly on top of a sheet of rolled 
out pastry and the edges of that 
pastry are folded up and around 
the filling, creating a crisp tart 
that manages to be both rustic and 
elegant at the same time.
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In the Christian life and 
in the church year Easter 
rightly looms large. “If 
Christ had not been raised 
your faith would be in 
vain,” we confess with 

Paul (1 Cor. 15:17). It’s no accident that 
in the church year there’s a “season” of 
Easter which comprises seven Sundays 
from Easter Day to Pentecost (May 15 
this year). So even if your own church 
doesn’t emphasize the liturgical calendar, 
my focus here on two Easter hymns will 
be appropriate for the next month and 
half! (Next month I hope to bring attention 
to several profoundly Christian choral 
works.)  

Music paired with direct biblical or 
biblically based texts can have deep spiritual 
and emotional impact – in church, at home, 
anywhere. It can make the truth .and sheer 
joy of Christ’s resurrection and our own 
eventual resurrection and reign with him on 
the new earth all the more real to us. 

Brian Wren is a British hymnwriter 
whose texts appear in hymnals across many 
denominations and the world. Wikipedia 
rightly describes him as a contemporary 
hymnodist “influential in raising awareness 
of theology in hymns.” This 1986 Easter 
hymn is a good example, sung to Beethoven’s 

“Ode to Joy” tune (#204 in Lift Up Your 
Hearts, the recent CRC-RCA hymnal.)

Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! 
Celebrate this day of days! 
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: 
All creation is amazed. 
In the desert all-surrounding, 
See, a spreading tree has grown. 
Healing leaves of grace abounding 
Bring a taste of love unknown. 

Christ is risen! Raise your spirits 
From the caverns of despair. 
Walk with gladness in the morning. 
See what love can do and dare. 
Drink the wine of resurrection, 
Not a servant, but a friend. 
Jesus is our strong companion. 
Joy and peace shall never end. 

Christ is risen! Earth and heaven 
Nevermore shall be the same. 
Break the bread of new creation 
Where the world is still in pain. 
Tell its grim, demonic chorus: 
Christ is risen! Get you gone! 
God the First and Last is with us, 
Sing Hosanna, everyone! 

We now go back four centuries to 
1648 and Paul Gerhardt, who wrote 123 
hymn texts, some 40 of which are still in 

use. A devout Lutheran Pietist, Gerhardt 
wrote mostly in first-person singular so 
that singing his texts becomes a highly 
personal confession. (Lutheran Pietism 
developed as an orthodox answer to the 
increasingly nominal faith of the German 
Lutheran state church.) Gerhardt’s texts are  
also descriptive, meaty and moving. This 
chorale is set to a Johann Crüger tune (AUF, 
AUF, MEIN HERZ), translated into English 
in 1867. You can hear a fine rendition on 
YouTube. 
Awake, my heart, with gladness,  

See what today is done; 
Now, after gloom and sadness, 
Comes forth the glorious Sun. 
My Savior there was laid 
Where our bed must be made 
When to the realms of light 
Our spirit wings its flight.

The Foe in triumph shouted 
When Christ lay in the tomb, 
But, lo, he now is routed, 
His boast is turned to gloom. 
For Christ again is free; 
In glorious victory 
He who is strong to save 
Has triumphed o’er the grave. 

This is a sight that gladdens; 
What peace it does impart! 
Now nothing ever saddens 
The joy within my heart; 
No gloom shall ever shake, 
No foe shall ever take, 
The hope which God’s own Son 
In love for me hath won.

Now hell, its prince, the devil, 

Of all their power are shorn; 
Now I am safe from evil, 
And sin I laugh to scorn. 
Grim death with all his might 
Cannot my soul affright; 
He is a powerless form, 
Howe’er he rave and storm.

The world against me rages, 
Its fury I disdain; 
Though bitter war it wages, 
Its work is all in vain. 
My heart from care is free, 
No trouble troubles me. 
Misfortune now is play, 
And night is bright as day.

Now I will cling forever 
To Christ, my Saviour true; 
My Lord will leave me never, 
Whate’er He passes through. 
He rends Death’s iron chain, 
He breaks through sin and pain, 
He shatters hell’s dark thrall,- 
I follow through it all.

He brings me to the portal 
That leads to bliss untold 
Whereon this rhyme immortal 
Is found in script of gold: 

“Who there My cross has shared 
Finds here a crown prepared; 
Who there with Me has died 
Shall here be glorified.”

Marian Van Til (mvantil@roadrunner.
com) is a former Christian Courier editor
living in Youngstown, N.Y. She blogs at
ReformedRevelry.wordpress.com.
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‘Comes forth the 
glorious Sun’

When our children were 
still at home, we always 
looked at a couple of small 
ponds when driving by, 
checking especially for 
ducks: blue-winged teal 

and the not-so-common cinnamon teal. 
The ponds were part of a scruffy section – 
perhaps 10 acres – of a bigger field which 
had been a hayfield for many years. They 
were used by dairy calves and heifers for 
part of the summer.

This past Saturday when I drove past, 
they were gone. So were the poplar groves 
and the few spruce and pine that grew in 
this section of a large field.  Like all land-
clearing operations, that small pasture now 
looks like a lunar landscape or war zone. 
Quite obviously, the landlord wanted to put 
this land into crop production.  Caterpillars, 
tractors, excavators: they had finished the 
rough clearing, but the rest of the job, 
“stumping,” levelling and rock picking, 
was yet to come. 

The two little ponds were, as I said, 
gone, with their willow- and marsh-grass 
vegetation. Disappeared from the face of 
the earth.  I was looking at the scene and 
Temple Grandin’s comment about cattle 

death came to me, “Where do they go?” 
The teal would search in vain. The moose 
would not browse the willows. Warblers 
and vireos, garter snakes, toads, frogs and 
muskrats had no more home. Grain or for-
age or some other crop would provide food 
for ducks, geese, starlings and blackbirds 
when the crops were harvested, but the 
homes of the other animals are now gone, 
forever, it seems to me. 

The same thing happened to quite a few 
of what I called my secret spots for hunt-
ing and trapping when I was a teenager in 
Wisconsin. Drainage ditches continue to be 
built to “straighten out” fields and remove 
marshland to provide bigger farm fields 
all over North American lands. Making 
the land fit for machinery seems to be an 
unstoppable force. In city parks, marshy 
edges of ponds are firmed up and planted 
to lawn because that’s what we think “park” 
means: scattered shade trees, lawn and ac-
cessible water so we can throw bread to 
pan-handling mallards or tame ducks.   

These thoughts discouraged me, but 
later on the same day as I noticed “our” 
two ponds’ demise, I read this comment 
from His All Holiness the Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew I: “To commit a 

crime against the natural world is a sin. For 
human beings to cause species to become 
extinct and to destroy the biological divers-
ity of God’s creation; for human beings to 
degrade the integrity of the earth by causing 
changes in its climate, by stripping the earth 
of its natural forests, or by destroying its 
wetlands; for human beings to injure other 
human beings with disease by contaminat-
ing the earth’s water, its land, its air, and 
its life, with poisonous substances – all of 
these are sins.” 

Be offended
My observations about the two little 

ponds are not retroactive. I am not talking 
in this column about the drainage schemes 
in the Netherlands over centuries, nor of 
the East Anglican dyking work done in the 
U.K. long ago. I am thinking primarily of 
us today  – our yards, parks, fields, forests 
and wetlands. Rather than blame past gen-
erations, I suggest we look at ourselves. 

We use the phrase “stewards of the 
earth” quite freely.  As Steve Kenyon, a 
successful rancher from Busby, Alberta, 
says, “Stewards of the Land sounds warm 
and fuzzy, but I think that this ideal has 
been forgotten by many producers. Every 
time we drain a lowland, that water goes 
downhill to another lowland. What happens 
if everyone drains their lowlands? Is it any 
surprise that we are seeing more flooding 
nowadays?”

Quite bravely, I would say, Mr. Kenyon 
gives an exhortation to the readers of 
Canadian Cattlemen (Feb. 2016) – a publi-
cation of the powerful Canadian beef indus-
try – “Now I know that I might offend some 
people with this article but I think a few 
more of us need to be offended. Production 
practices that destroy biodiversity offend 
nature. If we want to brag about being the 
‘Stewards of the Land,’ then I think we 
need to actually be stewards of the land.”

Mr. Kenyon’s challenge is one that I 
face as a landowner. Perhaps I need to “be 
offended.” Our Lord, through the epistle 
of James, implores us to be doers of the 
word and not hearers only; I apply this to 
mean, let us be stewards of creation and not 
talkers only. Had Christian landowners  – 
farmers, city planners, residential property 
owners – heeded the scriptures we perhaps 
would be known as a society marked by 
biological diversity, healthy air and healthy 
water, with much less flooding in both rural 
and urban areas. 

For now, I lament the loss of my secret 
marshes, now destroyed by draining and 
tiling near Cedar Grove, Wisconsin.  And 
I lament the loss of “our” two ponds in 
central British Columbia. 

Curt and Betsey Gesch have created three 
ponds, started to restore one wetland, 
using bulldozers and excavators as tools of 
restoration.
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“We just don’t get one an-
other. He drives me crazy/ 
She is distant and unavail-
able. Our relationship is 
stuck. We are thinking of 
separation and divorce.”

I know that a multitude 
of things happen to get a couple to this 
point in their marriage and I don’t want to 
minimize that. This statement, however, has 
caused me to ponder what happens when 
the going gets tough. Do we end up leaving, 
deciding it just isn’t worth it, or do we get 
into the trenches with our loved ones and 
fight for something we pledged to honour 

– which is God first, and marriage second?
My wife and I met in our late thirties. We 

had both been involved in previous same-
gender relationships, and we knew that 
God was now drawing us together both in 
friendship and in marital love. It was a new 
thing, to be walking toward a romantically-
inclined marriage with someone of the op-
posite gender. We came together knowing 
that divorce would not be an option, no 

matter our unfaithful behaviours. During 
our journey toward marriage we described 
our pre-marital counselling as leaving no 
stone unturned. We knew that marriage 
would be our first ministry, and yet we had 
and continue to have a lot to learn. 

Hiding criticism
During the honeymoon it became clear that 
I was a control freak and my wife had no 
clue how to navigate a map. Yet we didn’t 
talk about this because we were trying to be 
on our best behaviour. So instead of letting 
my wife drive while I navigated, I drove 
and tamped down the frustration that I felt 
over her lack of navigation skills. My wife, 
on the other hand, ignored her own feelings 
of frustration over the fact that she could 
not navigate better. We loved each other 
and didn’t want to hurt the other by what we 
thought were just our own critical thoughts. 
Having been in relationships before where 
we had to be highly independent, now we 
struggled to be interdependent. We thought 
love would cover over the multitude of 

unloving things we felt. 
Our honeymoon was the beginning of us 

getting to know the areas that we’d rather 
not let the other see. Even with all the great 
pre-marital counseling and mentorship 
from others, it was the two of us who woke 
up face to face with each other every mor-
ning and shared the same bed every night. 
How will I love my wife today in a way that 
goes beyond my own supposed happiness? 
Will I actually lay down my life for her? 

Entrenched
When I choose love, I am choosing to 
honour my relationship with God first, no 
matter how hard it gets. When I go to bed 
at night and reflect on the day, I realize 
my human weaknesses of where I could 
have done things differently. Then I have 
a choice. I can choose to repent of my fail-
ings and ask for forgiveness, or I can let 
my failures weaken my resolve and take 
control. When I let failures win, I choose 
disappointment rather than love. And that 
means I no longer seek to serve my wife; 
rather, I try to get my own way. I begin to 
look at all the ways she may not be meeting 
my needs. Now liking the other person be-
gins to wane and everything that you never 
thought would bother you does. These 

things begin to pile up, and this begins the 
slippery slope into some deep, unhealthy 
relational ruts. 

The choice to take ownership of your 
failures and bring them to God and your 
spouse is not easy and it will take a great 
deal of hard work, but the healing that can 
come in this place can be a tremendous 
blessing. There is no rut so deep and en-
trenched where God in his mercy cannot 
come in and get you unstuck. 

Kenny Warkentin is Associate Pastor at 
Trinity Baptist Church in Winnipeg, where 
he lives with his wife Paula and their 
daughter Phoebe. He blogs at kennypwar-
kentin. blogspot.com.
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When the going 
gets tough

Why is Palm Sunday called 
the “Triumphal Entry”? 
Triumphal entries come af-
ter the victory, not before 
the battle. Jesus came into 
Jerusalem with a purpose. 
Is it clear?

The showdown 
Each of the Gospels presents the story. Mark 
was likely first to write it. Jesus had con-
quered Satan, evil spirits, sickness, storms, 
deafness, dumbness and blindness. He is 
coming to conquer Jerusalem as the Lord 
who can commandeer even an animal for his 
use. He comes to judge fruitless Israel and 
restore the temple to its purpose.

People prepare the way for the Lord. 
They lay down a royal carpet of clothes and 
branches. They shout the pilgrim entrance 
song “Hosanna” from Psalm 118. Here is 
“the stone the builders rejected” now to 
become the capstone. This is the day of vic-
tory the Lord has made. Hear the rejoicing.

Matthew 21 takes up much of Mark’s 
story but highlights the animal, the donkey, 
and sees this as a fulfilment of prophesy 
(Zech. 9:9). 

Luke 19 makes this arrival the culmina-
tion of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem that 
started in Luke 9.  This king brings “peace 
in heaven and glory in the highest,” but 

Luke adds that the rejection of this king of 
peace will bring violence and destruction 
(Lk 19:41-44). 

John is the only one who explicitly tells 
us of palm branches, a traditional symbol 
of victory celebrations, and comments that 
the disciples did not understand what was 
happening until after Jesus was glorified.

For all Gospels this is Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem as king. It is the cul-
mination of his healing ministry, but Palm 
Sunday ups the ante. This will bring con-
frontation with Jewish leadership and Rome. 
Jesus was not making a mistake. He was 
occasioning a showdown.

The Maccabean mistake
The mistake was by the people. Matthew 
writes that Jesus is bringing an apocalyptic 
shaking (usually translated only as “stirred”) 
to the city, but people see only a prophet 
(21:10-11). The Jewish leaders hear noisy 
children needing to be silenced. Mark is 
anti-climactic. Nothing happens that day in 
the temple. In Luke Jesus weeps because 
he knows he will be rejected. John says 
the disciples do not yet understand, and the 
Pharisees ironically mockingly say, “See, 
this is getting us nowhere. Look how the 
whole world has gone after him!” (12:19).

The people were making the Maccabean 
mistake. John’s reference to palm branch-

es may suggest this. The 
Maccabees had conquered 
Jerusalem by force (163 B.C.), 
making themselves king. The 
people celebrated with palm 
branches (2 Maccabees 10:7, 
cf. 1 Maccabees 13:51). This 
was the king people wanted, 

driving out enemies and bringing them 
power. They saw a king, but they missed 
his mode of transportation. They wanted 
horsepower, not donkey power.

The world measures horsepower. Egypt 
prided itself in its military horsepower, but 
Miriam sang, “I will sing to the Lord, for 
he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider 
he has hurled into the sea” (Ex. 15). Almost 
all references to horses in Scripture are re-
lated to war, to which the Psalmist counters, 
“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 
but we trust in the name of the Lord our 
God” (Ps. 20:7).

Jesus’ message
Jesus’ message was in his mode of trans-
portation, a donkey.  Zechariah saw Judah’s 
king riding on a donkey. 

“Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, 
Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes 
to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and 
riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. I will take away the chariots from 
Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 
and the battle bow will be broken. He will 
proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will 
extend from sea to sea and from the River 
to the ends of the earth” (Zech. 9:9–10 NIV). 

In Jesus’ victory campaign no one is 
killed. When Peter injured the servant, Jesus 

heals him and tells Peter to put away the 
sword, because “all who draw the sword will 
die by the sword” (Matthew 26:52).

Our mistake
We still make the mistake of horsepower. 
War machines are measured by it. Political 
candidates proclaim their strength for de-
stroying the enemy. Vladimir Putin rides a 
horse like the warriors of old.

The church needs more donkey power. 
The donkey is the service animal bringing 
help, not fear. We sing “Lead On, O King 
Eternal,” “For not with swords loud clash-
ing or roll of stirring drums – with deeds 
of love and mercy the heavenly kingdom 
comes.”

Ambassador: 
Bridging the divide Donkey power and the 

Palm Sunday mistake

Rev. Tom Wolthuis is a minister in the 
Christian Reformed Church.
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 Call Today and Discover Life is Better at Evergreen Terrace! 
275 Main Street E • Grimsby • 905-309-7888 • evergreenterrace.ca

Voted No. 1 Diamond Winner  • Christian Community

“Just knowing that we have a complete 
campus of housing and services at our 

doorstep, is our peace of mind!
J.N.D. Resident

Meeting you where it matters.
For years we’ve personalized funeral care with  
sensitivity to the Reformed, Christian faith and heritage. 

Today, we offer Faith-Link Funeral Care to a widened 

service area. We can meet with you in the comfort of 

your own home to complete funeral arrangements. We 

can also bring our staff, equipment and supplies to your 

church building, making it easier for you to spend valued 

time with family and friends.

In such a critical time in your life, having a trusted, familiar 

and convenient option is invaluable. 
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C. Green

“canadians are great at being friendly,” 
a Mexican acquaintance began, “but 
they aren’t very good at being friends.” i 
nodded sympathetically, but in my mind i 
couldn’t help but get defensive. What do 
you mean? I make meals! I drive new-
comers to their appointments! I invite my 
Korean friends for lunch! 

Later that evening I reflected further 
on this woman’s comment. she’s right. 
sharing a smile and a warm “hello” is one 
thing. Helping a new immigrant figure out 
how to work an AtM or enroll in school 
is another thing. But taking the time to 
open one’s heart, home and life and invest 
in a meaningful and lasting relationship 
is something else entirely. Most of what 
i’d done for others was servant work, but 
none of it required a relational commit-
ment. that all changed when i became an 
EsL teacher. 

A few weeks ago, my new friend 
selam called (see “A lesson in humility,” 
CC Feb. 8). When i answered the phone, 
all i heard were loud sobs. she was weep-
ing inconsolably, so i hung up and made 
my way to her house as quickly as the 
traffic would allow. On the way, I began 
to pray. First, i prayed for safety and was 

given a sense of peace as i drove, not 
panic. When i arrived, i knew in my heart 
what was wrong: a beloved brother who 
had been shot only a few days earlier had 
died. 

i calmly walked up the four stairs to 
where Selam was lying on the floor and 
kneeled down. i wrapped one arm around 
her as my other hand stroked her head. 
there was nothing to say. there was 
nothing to do. i was there, and i knew that 
would be enough for now. 

her phone never stopped ringing. her 
family in Yemen was trying to talk to 
her, but she couldn’t muster the strength 
to speak. then, in between the ringing 
came the adhan, the call to prayer from 
her phone. Muslims must pray five times 
a day at set hours, and now, in the middle 
of her living room – in the middle of 
her mourning – she was being called to 
pray. “Selam,” i whispered, “come, let’s 
pray together.” i helped her stand up; she 
nearly fell over on the way to the dining 
table where her sajada, prayer mat, was. 
She placed the mat on the floor and began 
her prayers to Allah. i assumed a position 
next to her that i had grown accustomed 
to in my own prayer time: down on my 
knees. two women bowed in humble sub-
mission, pouring out our sorrowful hearts 

before our God. As a follower of christ, i 
believe that there was only one God who 
was listening to our prayers. Who will 
hear her prayer? i thought.

After our prayers, selam made her way 
to the couch. i sat down beside her and 
she fell sideways onto my lap. she was 
so small in my arms. Yemeni women are 
married off very young, and often to men 
more than twice their age. her mother 
was married before she began menstruat-
ing, she had told me, and her sister was 
married at 13 and, 10 years later, already 
had nine children. selam has no one in 
canada but her three boys and now me. 
Yesterday i was her sister. today, i am her 
mother. 

Doors of opportunity
i don’t know how long i sat on the couch 
with my friend. i suppose it doesn’t mat-
ter. When Selam finally calmed down, 
i told her i would be back the next day 
to pick her up for dialysis and that she 
had better be ready. “Wear your niqab if 
you wish,” i said. “You don’t have to do 
anything. You don’t have to say anything. 
But you have to go to the hospital. i will 
sit with you and bring you home again, 
and I will do it every week until you find 
the strength to do it on your own again.” 
As i spoke, i realised i was committing 
myself to a lot. 

Being friendly is easy. Being friends 
is not. Following Jesus is most often the 
harder way, but it is also the most reward-
ing. Jesus gave the best gift when he gave 
his life – when he gave us life. i cannot 
give my new friend life but i can give her 
hope and, for now, the best way i can do 
that is by giving her my love. 

C. Green is a Steeltown girl 
who loves sharing stories, 

because everyone has a 
story. And if given a choice, 

she will always opt for the 
road less travelled by. 

The call to prayer
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Anniversaries

Klaas & suzanne DyKstra 
will celebrate their 

65th Wedding Anniversary  
on April 12, 2016.  

With gratitude to the Lord, they celebrate 
God’s faithfulness together with their 

children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Cards may be sent to:  
278 Hurst Dr. Apt. 213  

Barrie ON L4N 0Z3

1956                              April 13                        2016

With thankfulness to God for His faithfulness, we hope 
to celebrate the 60th wedding anniversary  

of our parents

Gerrit & Janna Graansma  (nee Zwart)

With love from your children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

You are invited to an Open House in the 
Fellowship Hall at Trillium Village, Strathroy on 

Saturday April 16 from 1-3 p.m.

But as for me and my household,  
we will serve the Lord. Joshua 24:15

Mailing address: 113-400 Dominion St. 
                            Strathroy ON N7G 3G8

Riek Reinders 
(nee Pieters)

of Palmerston, Ontario passed 
from this life into glory on 
March 1, 2016.  

Hendrika Pieters was born in Dren-
the, the Netherlands in 1927. She 
and Max immigrated to Canada as 
newlyweds in 1952. 

She was predeceased by her son Bruce in 1961 and 
her husband Max in 1980. 

Riek loved and lived well. Her strong faith and con-
tented, joyful spirit were such a blessing. 

She will be dearly missed by her children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

Henrietta (Heinze) Claus – Harriston 
Mike (Cori), Heather, Trevor (Christy).

Keith Reinders – Rocky Mountain House, Alberta.  
Ruby (Dick) Klumpenhower – Daysland, Alberta

Brad, Laura (Alex).
Evelyn (Fred) Stevens – Ottawa 

Karen (Rod), Cindi (Tim), Brenda (Al), Ken (Julie).  
Mary Ann (Bernie) Kolkman – Lacombe, Alberta

Galen, Jhana, Clayton.

Her 18 great-grandchildren were the joy of her heart 
– Caleb, Aries, Ryan, Aidan, Ezra, Lexie, Connor, Jill, 
Ewan, Jordie, Joe, Eva, Olivia, Elana, Dannie, Clark, 
Asher, and Jax.  

She is also survived by her sister Lammie and numer-
ous brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law. 

Pastor Chris Schievink conducted the celebration 
service in the Palmerston Christian Reformed Church 
on Friday, March 4, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. 

As expressions of sympathy donations to the Listowel 
Christian School, Community Christian School, Drayton 
or the charity of your choice would be appreciated by 
the family.

Arrangements entrusted to the Heritage Funeral 
Homes, Palmerston. heritagefuneralhomes.ca 

With thankfulness to God we celebrate the 
65th wedding anniversary of 

ariJ anD Janny BovenBerG (nee DeSmit) 
1951    -    March 22    -    2016 

Monster, Netherlands        Brampton, Ontario 

“Then you will know which way to go, since you 
have never been this way before…” Joshua 3:4a

An Open House will be held for them D.V. 
on Saturday, April 2, from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
Holland Christian Homes, Horizon Hall,  

7900 McLaughlin Rd S, Brampton, Ont L6Y 5A7 

May God continue to bless you both! 

With love, your children,
Connie and Tony Dryfhout
Frank and Joanne Bovenberg
Betty and Simon Roeleveld
Rita and Wes DeGier
Ingrid and Rob vanStaalduinen

25 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren. 

Home address: 1206 - 45 Kingknoll Drive, 
           Brampton ON  L6Y 5P2

Job Opportunities

Pastor 
The CRC of Collingwood ON, is seeking 
a pastor who desires to lead a small, 
dedicated congregation. We seek a 
spiritual leader who is gifted in preaching,  
meeting the pastoral needs of our 
congregation and mentoring us to reach 
out with love to the community around us. 

For more information, please contact  
Jeff Beck at jandcbeck@hotmail.com

The Niagara Association for Christian Education is Seeking an 

Executive Director 
The Niagara Association for Christian Education is an inter-denominational 
Christian school system comprised of two sites which are nestled in the heart of 
the Niagara Peninsula. The schools provide a safe, positive atmosphere in which 
students can explore God’s amazing world and develop their gifts and abilities. 

The current opportunity will suit a Christian leader who is interested in leading 
an organization through a three person administrative team, which consists of 
the Executive Director and a Principal at each of its two sites. The successful 
candidate will have the appropriate combination of vision, leadership, 
interpersonal skills, business acumen, development and educational experience. 

The Executive Director is the Board’s sole official connection to the operation 
through which it seeks to fulfill its vision to develop a vibrant community that 
understands the value of excellent Christ-centered education, which is available to 
an economically, ethnically and denominationally diverse membership. 

More information about the position can be found in the Opportunity Profile posted 
at www.nace.ca/news-and-info. Nominations for the position should address 
the candidate’s suitability. Applications for the position are to include a letter of 
interest and curriculum vitae. 

Kindly direct nominations and applications in confidence to: 
NACE Search Committee 
Mrs. Wendy Colyn, Administrative Assistant to the Search Committee, 
6470 Regional Road # 14, 
Smithville, ON, L0R 2A0 
executivedirectorsearch@nace.ca

Other questions and inquiries may be directed to: 
Mr. Brian Verheul  647-808-7355
verheulandassociates@cogeco.ca

We, Maranatha Christian Reformed 
Church of Lethbridge Alberta, 

are seeking a 

Full time Youth Director.  
We are searching for a dynamic can-
didate who would facilitate programs, 
encourage growth in faith, show leader-
ship development and have a passion for 
leading and mentoring our youth.  

Two years of education at a Christian 
College or University in youth ministry is 
recommended.  

For the job description and full church 
profile please visit our website at 

maranatha-crc.ca  

If this position interests you please send 
your resumes to mcrcleth@telusplanet.net  

All resumes need to be submitted by
 June 1, 2016. 

Obituary
Ommen, Netherland                      Grimsby, Ontario
October 30, 1922                               March 3, 2016

 

Jentina (Tena) Batterink (Fluit)
On March 3, 2016, God called home His precious 

child, Tena Batterink, at the age of 93 years.  

She was predeceased by her husband, Lefert (Leo) 
in 2009 and will be sadly missed by her children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren:

Mary & Ed Faber
Heather &Tim Graves – Mitchell, Dana, Kendra
Tim & Leanne – Eric, Megan
Ryan & Jody – Evan, Graeme, Torin, Bronwyn,                             
                        Gwennyth, Saeryn
Jon & Jill- Jonah, Annika, Declan

Annette Westra
Ian & Manpreet
Leona

Len & Nienke Batterink
Marie & Matthew Klaponski – Jacob, Sarah, 
                             Hannah, Andrew, Dominic
Jenn & Byron Dolan – Caleb, Lauren
Josh Batterink & Tara Cessfield
Kristin

Clarence & Jeri Batterink
Melanie & Bryan Ego – Aiden
Kyle & Gianna

Correspondence: Mary Faber
             45 King Street 
             Strathroy ON N7G 2E1

Vacation

Holiday accomodation in Holland 
 with vehicle rentals and tours. 

chestnutlane.nl

See p. 19 for Ashton College Regulated Im-
migration Consultant ad.

Job ads are also online at: 
christiancourier.ca and click on the 

classifieds link to Jobs.

mailto:jandcbeck%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://www.maranatha-crc.ca
mailto:mcrcleth%40telusplanet.net?subject=
http://chestnutlane.nl
http://www.christiancourier.ca
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www.ashtoncollege.ca

Ashton College

Become a Regulated Immigration Consultant

Respond to Canada’s need for immigrants.

Contact a program adviser at 
1.844.628.5784 or apply online today.

Full-time | Part-time | Online

“Canada was built by citizen immigrants, people who 
come here permanently with their families to become 
Canadians.”

                  - Hon. John McCallum, MP
Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship

Mark Nyman 
Sales Representative  

905-537-9655

Fred Hagen 
Broker  

905-541-4549

905-648-4451
Working together  

to serve you better.

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 church st.  st. catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 hours

ian h. russell - Director
 holly rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.
The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
287 Station St.

Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0 
Serving Families 
for 4 Generations

Director:  Thomas C Merritt
Fax 905-957-1371 Ph: 905-957-7031
Website: merritt-fh.com

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  1 Keefer Road

St. Catharines, Ontario  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

GARY VAN EYK,  CMA 
Certified Management Accountant 

50 Lakeport Rd. Ste 201 
St. Catharines 
ON L2N 4P7 

Email: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
Bus: 905-646-7331  
Fx: 905-646-0951

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham st. n. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 upper James st., Hamilton

905-383-2981

To help your family AND benefit charity,
contact CSS for a free, confidential visit.

1-800-267-8890 | admin@csservices.ca
www.csservices.ca

Where there’s a Will,
there’s a way...

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
E-mail: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

Wonder where these are going?
They are coming to our website in increasing numbers.
Here is your opportunity to take advantage and advertise on our site. 
For more information, contact Ineke at 

admin@christiancourier.ca 

Reading a hand-me-
down copy of  CC? 

Call 1-800-969-4838 
or email 

rose@christiancourier.ca  or go to 
christiancourier.ca 

to get your own Christian Courier 
– earlier, and intact.

http://www.linkcharity.ca
mailto:rose%40christiancourier.ca%20?subject=
http://christiancourier.ca
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in my department and 
in justice in terms of 
how to respond to it. i 
appreciate the work of 
the committee. 

We’re starting to 
hear some consensus 
around some of the 
challenging issues in 
terms of the work of 
this special joint com-
mittee lining up close-

ly to some of the other reports we’ve received from 
the external panel and from the provincial and ter-
ritorial committee as well so i think that will be 
quite helpful to us. 

Health care costs in Canada were an estimated 
$220 billion in 2015. Hospitals, drugs and doc-
tors are the big ticket items. What role do you see 
for preventive measures that reduce the need for 
them?

i’m responsible for the Public health Agency of 
canada so i’m actually spending quite a bit of time 
with them looking at some preventative health 
measures – things like making sure canadians are 
more active, that they’re making healthier choices 
in eating, that we’re trying to find ways to make 
sure that people’s intake of salt and sugar are better. 

the other thing that i would say is that – you’ve 
possibly heard the term “social determinants of 
heath” – and that in fact what helps people to be 
healthy is to be able to access a job, get a good 
education, have adequate housing, to be able to 
rise out of poverty. so i’ve said to my cabinet col-
leagues that in terms of actually making people 
healthy it’s everybody’s job in the cabinet. 

Health indicators in Indigenous communities are 
grim and diet is a significant factor contributing 
to many health issues, including diabetes. One re-
mote Manitoba First Nation is addressing health 
and other issues by growing healthy food locally. 
Ironically, a carrot imported by the non-Indigen-

ous monopoly retailer is subsidized by Ottawa’s 
“Nutrition North” program, but a locally grown 
carrot is not. Would you see potential for using 
health dollars to put First Nation-grown food on 
equal footing with subsidized fly-in food? 

i will look into that situation. Because, of 
course, if people can get access to good quality, 
healthy, locally grown food then that is certainly 
preferable.

On election night, Mr. Trudeau said “Conservatives 
are not our enemies, they are our neighbours.” 
How do you include the other parties in your work?

no party has a monopoly on good ideas. i try 
wherever possible to encourage the good work 
of my colleagues, whatever party they’re from. 
if people are asking me questions [in the house] 
that i think are good questions or they are refer-
ring to good work that they’re doing, i am happy 
to support and endorse the work of my colleagues 
regardless of the party that they are in. i think our 
emphasis will continue to be that we need to work 
together and if possible not make these issues par-
tisan issues. [in] the matters that i’m facing, like 
the health of indigenous communities, there’s no 
room for partisan politics. 

i don’t have patience for political games in 
those kinds of matters. if you’ve got a good idea 
i don’t care what party you’re from, tell me your 
idea and let’s try to find ways to look for solutions.

Is there anything else you would like to say?
i would just say the things that i value about 

the Mennonite heritage are the focus on peace and 
social justice and caring for the earth and i think 
those are values that are tremendously important to 
someone like me in trying to serve my community 
in a political portfolio. 
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– FRIDAY, APRIL 15 –
LDCSS Spring Drama Production

“Much Ado About Nothing”
Closing Night, 7:30 p.m.

– SATURDAY, APRIL 16 –
Homecoming & Community Open House

at LDCSS, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m

50th Anniversary Gala Dinner
Reception at 4:30 p.m. Dinner and Program 

at 6:00 p.m. at Best Western Lamplighter Inn, 
London, Ontario

(a block of rooms are held under “ldcss”)

Tickets $50.00  ($60.00After March 1)
Order your ticket at 50thGala@ldcss.ca or online.  

– Celebrate With Us–

Faith.  Learning.  Life.

For more information about this and 
other 50th Anniversary Celebration events
visit ldcss.ca.

Join us as we celebrate 50 years of 
faith, learning and life at London District 

Christian Secondary School

CELEBRATION WEEKEND APRIL 15-16, 2016

Calendar of Events

April 1 Woodstock Dutch Theatre presents "Ab-
seilin." London Dutch Canadian Hall, 8 p.m. 
Tickets at ticket scene.ca or phone 519-709-
1402.

April 15-16  London District Christian Second-
ary School celebrates 50th Anniversary. For 
more information or to buy Gala dinner tickets 
please visit ldcss.ca or email Margaret at 
mschmor@ldcss.ca

April 22-23 The National Institute for Learning De-
velopment is hosting its annual conference in 
Toronto called "Neuroplasticity: The Basis for 
Education." Dr. Steve Sider keynote speaker. 
See: nildcanada.org

April 24 Dutch Service, Ancaster CRC 3 p.m. 
Rev Ralph Koops preaching.

May 6-8 Canada Gathering 2016 Keeping in step 
with the spirit. Wilfrid Laurier University, Water-
loo, Ont. See events @  christiancourier.ca

May 14 Spring Friendship Festival, Clearview 
Church, Oakville, Ont. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. See 
weloveourfriends.com.

June 3–4 The Umbrella Conference at Centre 
Street Church, Calgary. For more information 
check out: www.cschurch.ca/umbrella/

Plan a successful vacation at our resort known for it’s Dutch  
Hospitality. Reasonable rates for cottage rentals. Excellent for 
camping, swimming and fishing (ideal for group camping). 
Showers available. “Little Europe” is located 10 km. east of 

Hwy 11 on Hwy 118 East, past the Muskoka Airport.
Roel & Riet Bakema    Phone: 705-645-2738

Little Europe Resort
1063 Ashley Lane, RR 3,  Bracebridge ON  P1L 1X1

No pets please 

LittLe europe

resort

and 
traiLer park

Bracebridge, Muskoka

Will Braun lives on a farm near 
Morden, Manitoba and writes for 

canadian Mennonite magazine, in 
which this article first appeared.

Philpott interview continued from page 20

“...serving Christian   
Reformed churches and 
Christian schools since  

1970"     

Your funds will be invested in Christian Reformed Church 
and Christian school building projects in Canada.

Rates to March 31, 2016
We pay 2.75% on CRC deposits.

Earn approx. 3.2% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

 Write:  Christian Reformed Extension Fund
    45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207    Fax:  416-465-6367       

   s   46 YEARS OF SERVICE  s

"No party has a monopoly on 
good ideas," Philpott says.
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News
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Will Braun 

Jane Philpott was elected to parliament 
and appointed Health Minister last fall. 
Prior to that she worked as a family phys-
ician in Canada and also Niger from 1989 
to 1998. Philpott and her husband Pep 
have four children and attend Community 
Mennonite Church in Stouffville, Ont. 

The minister spoke by phone with Will 
Braun on February 29. The following 
interview has been edited for length and 
clarity. 

Will Braun: What Liberal action are you 
most proud of so far?

Jane Philpott: our work to bring 
25,000, and now more, syrian refugees to 

canada and to welcome them as perma-
nent residents of canada, and in doing so 
to respond to one of the greatest humani-
tarian crises of our time.

During the campaign you said the election 
was “about the soul of our nation” – how 
do you think the soul of a nation is shaped?

i think the soul is shaped by the values 
that feed into it and feed into the decisions 
that are made. i feel like the campaign was 
a choice between whether we wanted a 
nation where decisions were made on the 
basis of fear and division and sometimes 
anger. i was proud that my party was of-
fering policies that were driven by com-
passion and generosity and equity. i want 
to be part of a nation that looks on people 
fundamentally from the perspective of, 
how can we care for one another. i think 
ultimately that’s how canadians look upon 
one another and i think that’s part of why 
we were successful. 

In Manitoba’s Bible Belt, where I live, a 
majority of people vote Conservative and 
don’t like the word liberal, whether it is 
capitalized or not – what does the word 
mean to you?

to me it means generosity of spirit; it 
means fair access to opportunities. As a 
person of faith, to me liberal policies are 
very much in keeping with my values of 

serving people and looking out for the in-
terests of others.

Many Canadians are old. Your mandate 
letter from Mr. Trudeau charges you with 
increasing the availability of home care 
– do you have a sense of when changes 
could be expected?

the work on home care will be part of 
my work toward negotiating a new health 
accord with the provinces and territories 
who are primarily responsible for the de-
livery of care. so it’s probably a number 
of months away. it’s going to take us the 

better part of this year to negotiate the de-
tails of that accord. in the meantime i think 
some provinces are starting to try to work 
on improving access to home care.

Legislation to guide physician-assisted 
dying is required by June 6 – what is your 
assessment of the safeguards recommended 
in the recent special joint committee report? 

the report just came out a few days 
ago. i’ve read it all and i’m in the process 
of reviewing it. i will be spending some 
time even this week talking to colleagues 

A DEGREE YOU CAN

BELIEVE INBELIEVE IN
The rapid rate of change in our world makes choosing 
a career path difficult. You need a dynamic university 
education where theory meets experience. Along the way, 
you’ll be challenged to deepen your faith as you discover 
your world and transform your mind. You’ll find more 
than a future job. You’ll find your place in God’s world. 
This is your calling. This is Redeemer.

FIND OUT MORE AT WWW.REDEEMER.CA

Jane Philpott: Interview with a liberal minister 

Continued on page 19

The Philpott family attends Community Mennonite Church in Stouffville, Ont.

The federal government runs a Twitter ac-
count with tips on healthcare and healthy 
living under this graphic.


