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News. Clues. Kingdom views. 

Judith Farris

Many Canadian Christians are 
welcoming foster children into 
their homes, including Louise and 
Gary, teachers from Surrey, B.C. 
who began fostering a child for the 
first time in the summer of 2015. 
Gary had been a “missionary kid,” 
and Louise had volunteered in 
rural Kenya for six months. She 
commented, “We imagined that 
we would spend time overseas 
sharing God’s love with others 
when several years ago, a friend 
of ours encouraged us to share that 

love that we have with so many 
children in our local community 
that really needs it.” When Gary 
and Louise began their Home 
Study process in November of 
2014, their local foster system 
had approximately 800 children in 
need of care and about 400 foster 
families available. 

Rachel Threlkeld, the Coor-
dinator of Homes for Kids and a 
Foster Care Recruiter at the Chil-
dren’s Aid Society (CAS) of Ham-
ilton, Ontario agrees that many 
children are in need of foster care. 
CAS Hamilton has approximately 
550 children in care and 150 foster 
families. Rachel noted that there 
is a critical shortage of homes for 
infants and toddlers. Part of the 
difficulty of finding homes for 
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It’s been an amazing thing to watch 
over the past few months – across 
Canada, churches from all denomi-
nations have decided to sponsor Syr-
ian refugees.

It’s a big commitment. It can cost 
between $30,000 to $50,000 to spon-
sor one refugee family for a year. But 
many congregations are not deterred; 
some are signing up for more than 
one family.

This response is a good, right, 

proper, Christian and Canadian thing 
to do. Everyone who is stepping up to 
help bring Syrian refugees to Canada 
is to be commended.

But while Canada has committed 
to resettling as many as 25,000 Syrian 
refugees, there are millions more from 
that country who are in desperate need 
of help in places like Lebanon and 
Jordan, or within Syria itself. 

These are people who don’t want to 
move to Canada or Europe. They want 
to stay closer to Syria, so they can go 

Canadian churches: 

Helping Syrian refugees in 
Canada and far away

Syrian refugees living in Jordan stand outside the tent they call home. Continued on page 3

Continued on page 2

“Look after orphans and 
widows in their distress” 

(James 1:27 NIV). A foster child with the de Jong family's dog.
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preschoolers in Hamilton is the requirement that at least 
one parent be home most of the time. Rachel observed, 
“People foster for many different reasons, but ultimately it 
is a matter of choosing a lifestyle that places children and 
family at its very core.”

Recruitment initiative 
Rachel represents Homes for Kids, an organization that 
recruits foster parents for 12 child protection agencies in 
Ontario. Homes for Kids has observed that foster parents 
are the most effective recruiters and that a faith commit-
ment motivates many families, who may see foster care 
as a way to fulfill the James 1:27 directive “to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress” (NIV).  

In the Hamilton area, an initia-
tive to sign up new faith-based fos-
ter families called “Children Need 
Families & Families Need Com-
munities” began in September of 
2014, and it is gaining momentum. 
A catalyst for the movement is Al 
Karsten, a former CAS supervisor 
who went on to work for Christian 
Reformed World Missions. After 

his retirement from CRWM, Al approached CAS and several 
local churches to spread the word about this ministry oppor-
tunity with the view that CAS and churches share a common 
vision: protecting children and strengthening families.

The initiative consists of foster parents who meet for 
encouragement and planning; they take on the role of 
Foster Care Ambassadors. Ambassadors are available as 
resources to people who are interested, and they approach 
other people to ask if they would consider fostering. Ten 
congregations from several denominations have joined the 
initiative so far, including Al’s church, Immanuel CRC in 
Hamilton. So far, the group has held one information ses-
sion at Bethel CRC in Waterdown on November 11, 2015, 
and more sessions are planned for this year. 

Support from faith communities
As foster parents complete the lengthy application and 
training process and then welcome children into their 
homes, other church members can offer support in many 
ways. Louise appreciates the support of the church she 
and Gary attend, Southridge Fellowship in Langley, B.C.: 
“I personally love words of encouragement from those in 
our community; whether it’s a text or face-to-face it allows 
me to know that they are thinking of us and cheering us 
on.” She suggested prayers, meals, clothing and toys as 
practical ways to help. 

Hannah and Phil Cavey are also new foster parents as 
of the summer of 2015. They are members of McDermot 
Ave. Baptist Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and Hannah 
affirmed, “Our church family definitely has been supporting 

us in this. Big time.” One of the members of their church is 
a relief foster parent for them with the agency. Mary Jane 
and Jim Tigchelaar of First CRC in Hamilton also have had 
members of their church apply to be relief parents who can 
care for their foster children overnight if needed.

Support also comes from sharing the journey with other 
parents. In the Hamilton area, a group of Christian foster 
parents meets once a month, which began when Mary Jane 
and Jim started fostering over three years ago. Mary Jane 
invited a friend who was also a foster mom out for coffee, 
and the informal group has continued to grow in numbers 
since that first coffee break. Caring for children who come 
from hard places is difficult, but, in Mary Jane’s words, “we 
don’t claim to do it on our own.” She emphasized that the 
group is inclusive, not exclusive, and that new people are 
always welcome.

Mary Jane said that the informal group has made a 
conscious commitment not to complain but rather to be 
prayerful about the challenges they face and the injustices 
they observe. One of the difficulties of fostering, she notes, 
is the tension between delighting in the child and hurting 
for the birth parents. The brokenness and loss inherent in 
the situation can be hard to bear. Mary Jane said the group 
prays for compassion: “We continue to ask God not to make 
us bitter, but to break our hearts.” 

Letting go
One of the biggest challenges of fostering children is the 
challenge of letting go. The child may return to his or her 
birth family, go to a new placement or be adopted. As Mary 
Jane said, “saying good-bye is hard. You grieve.” She and 
Jim have the unique experience of having an ongoing role 
– “like Grandma and Grandpa” – to two siblings who lived 
with them and were adopted by a couple who are members 
at Dundas CRC, a church very near their home.

The grieving process may be especially painful if the child 
has been with the foster family for a long time. Al Karsten 
commented, “It’s painful, it’s hard work; it’s painful, it’s 
worth it. You want people who have a passion for this par-
ticular ministry to reach out to children in our community.” 

Al noted that in the past, 
the standard process was to 
rotate children to new homes 
every few months to prevent 
the bond with foster parents 
from jeopardizing the bond 
with birth parents. The trend 
now is for children to have 
the least possible amount of 
disruption, which can result 
in longer placements, even 
lasting several years. These 
longer terms help to build the 
capacity for deep connection 
in the child, and that deep at-
tachment can be transferred 
to the next caregiver, which is 
ultimately in the best interest 
of the child. (See The Con-

nected Child by Karyn B. Purvis et. al. or watch the videos 
on empoweredtoconnect.org for more insight on attachment 
and children who come from hard places.)

Hank and Michelle de Jong, Foster Care Ambassadors in 
a PCA congregation called New City Church in Hamilton, 
have recently experienced saying good-bye to two foster 
children, one of whom joined their family as an infant and 
had been with them for over two years. A friend saw the 
news that the child was leaving and wrote to Hank, “That 
would shred me to pieces.” Hank responded, “Trust me, 
it shreds us to pieces, too.” Creating the deep connection 
with the child is vital, and it makes for a painful parting.

Hank affirmed, “We love because God first loved us,” 
and he said the children who have entered their home 
have been a blessing. Foster care has its joys and its chal-
lenges; in Hank’s words, “sometimes God calls us to dif-
ficult places.” Navigating those difficult places is easier 
with help. Hank emphasized the importance of faith and 
a strong support network, which in Michelle and his case 
includes the informal group Mary Jane Tigchelaar began, 
the “Children Need Families & Families Need Communi-
ties” initiative and the Foster Parent Association, in which 
he serves as an executive member. 

A calling
Foster parenting is a complex role with great challenges 
and great rewards. On Friday, July 10, 2015, as Louise and 
Gary were preparing to welcome their first foster child, she 
posted this reflection on her blog, talknerdytomeblog.com:

What do you want for your kids? Whether it’s 
the children you currently have, the ones you hope 
to, or even those you know and love – what do you 
desire for them?

To be loved? Known? Happy? Successful? Safe? 
To make a difference? 
To love others?
There are many children whose basic rights (fed, 

clothed and nurtured) are not being met for a variety 
of reasons. We can invite those children into our 
homes so that their families can hopefully get the 
help that they need. We can provide those basic needs 
(and hopefully more) in a safe environment where 
love is abundant.

As individuals, as families and as churches, may we 
all find our role in caring for vulnerable children in their 
distress. If you feel you might be called to serve as a foster 
parent, contact your local child protection 
agency for more information.

See page 17 for details on the next in-
formation session in Southwestern Ontario.

Judith Farris lives with her 
family in Sarnia, Ontario.

Called to difficult places continued

Al Karsten

Rachel Threlkeld recruits new foster parents. Foster parents gather informally to support each other at Mary Jane and Jim Tigchelaar’s home. 
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back home when the war ends. But they are 
in danger of being forgotten.

Currently, there are an estimated three 
million Syrians who have fled for safety in 
neighbouring countries. Over six million are 
internally displaced within Syria itself. These 
are people like Omar [not his real name], who 
escaped Syria three years ago with his wife.

They settled in Amman, Jordan, where 
Omar found work as a chef in a local restau-
rant. But when he was reported for working 
illegally, he was fired. Now the 31 year-old is 
jobless, and unable to cover the basic needs 
of his wife and their two-year-old son.

“I feel so desperate and helpless,” he 
told the united Nations High Commission 
for Refugees. “If my wife or child gets sick 
here, I can’t even afford to take them to the 
hospital. Imagine how it feels not being able 
to take care of your family.”

Now Omar feels that they have no other 
choice but to join the almost one million 
others who have made the perilous trip to 
Europe – the decreasing levels of humani-
tarian support, limited future prospects for 
children, and lack of work make it impos-
sible for him to think of staying.

Plans to rebuild
Like Omar, the majority of Syrian refugees 
don’t want to leave for new homes far away. 
They hope to go home one day, when the 
war finally ends, to rebuild their lives. 

But with almost all the attention in Can-
ada focused on helping to bring refugees 
here, it’s hard for international aid organi-
zations, like Canadian Foodgrains Bank, to 
raise awareness and funds to help meet the 
needs of the millions of Syrians in desperate 
situations in the region.  

This doesn’t mean Canadian churches 
should stop helping to bring Syrian refugees 
to Canada – far from it! But perhaps there 
is a way they can do both. 

How can they do that? Here’s an idea: 

If your church has generously decided to 
sponsor Syrian refugees, consider adding an 
extra 10 percent to the amount you need to 
raise to that total. In many cases, this could 
be an additional $3,000 to $5,000. 

Since it costs Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
just $13.50 to provide supplemental food for 
one Syrian refugee in Lebanon or Jordan for a 
month through its member agencies, or $67.50 
a month for a family of five, the extra money 
your church raises would be enough to “spon-
sor” another three to six families for a year. 

By adding something extra to the amount 
raised to bring refugees to Canada, Cana-
dian churches can provide food, shelter, 
water and other necessities for many more 
families who have fled Syria to Lebanon and 

Jordan, or who are displaced in Syria itself. 
And for those churches that are too small 

or lack the resources to sponsor a refugee 
family, they can do something, too; a dona-
tion to help Syrians who need assistance in 
the region can go along way – and enable 
help them offer Christian care to many more 
people further away.

Again, it is encouraging to see the gener-
ous response of so many congregations to 
help bring Syrian refugees to Canada. But 
it is also vital that Canadians continue to re-
member and support the millions of displaced 
Syrians still living in the region – those who 
hope to go home one day to rebuild their 
shattered country and lives. 

 

John Longhurst is the Direc-
tor of Resource and Public 
Engagement for the Cana-
dian Foodgrains Bank. He 

lives in Winnipeg.  

Double impact
The Canadian government has extended its 
Syria Emergency Relief matching fund until 
February 29. All donations by that date will be 
matched 1:1 by the Government of Canada. 

Abdel-El Razek stands with his son and tells of 
hardships they have endured since fleeing Syria.

This December, as it does 
each year, the journal Sci-
ence announced the top sci-
ence breakthrough of the 
past year. Its chosen break-
through for 2015 was the 
CRISPR genome-editing 

technology I discussed in my September 
and November columns. The reason for this 
choice was partially the topic of my two 
previous columns: the potential to change 
our human genome, as well as its impact in 
other areas of biology. These uses of CRISPR 
have raised questions about its impact and 
long-term consequences across all of biology.

The CRISPR technique has many other 
uses that can have long-term benefits for 
all. With plants two uses of CRISPR are 
being explored: longer-lasting tomatoes and 
allergen-free peanuts, both hopefully without 
any changes to their taste, but perhaps its 
most interesting use that is currently being 
explored is in the insect world. 

A number of years ago, in a column on 
mosquitoes and their place in God’s creation, 
I argued that we might be better off with no 
mosquitoes in the world. One reason for this 
stance is the role of mosquitoes in spread-
ing malaria in much of the world, a disease 
killing about 438,000 people a year, mostly 
children. The costs of this illness, both in 
health care and due to lost productivity, are 
staggering. Without mosquitoes to infect 
humans, this disease would largely disappear. 

Now CRISPR may make my dream pos-
sible! Laboratory researchers have been able 
to use CRISPR to edit the genome of mos-
quitoes so that they are no longer able to har-

bour malaria parasites. This change would 
break the life cycle of malaria, because it 
requires a phase in mosquitoes before being 
passed on to humans through mosquito bites. 

CRISPR has also been used to test and 
develop genetic manipulations that render 
the female mosquito infertile; these ma-
nipulations would wipe out all mosquitoes. 
To make these changes work, the biologists 
put the CRISPR-induced changes close 
to genetic DNA elements called “selfish” 
because they copy themselves from one 
place to the other on the genetic chromo-
some. The CRISPR-induced changes, be-
ing closely linked to these “selfish” genes, 
are driven through the population very 
quickly and expressed in all members of 
the species within a very few generations. 
An experiment in fruit flies using what has 
been called the mutagenic chain reaction 
technique achieved 97 percent transmission 
of a new genetic element in one generation. 
With this mutagenic chain reaction, the in-
fertility of a female mosquito would spread 
very quickly through the whole population 
and ultimately wipe out all mosquitoes. 

All possible outcomes
The discussion now is whether we should 
move this technology beyond the labora-
tory and release such modified mosquitoes 
into the wild, making the change occur in 
all mosquitoes. What are the risks and pos-
sible unintended consequences of such a 
release? On the positive side, these genetic 
modifications would be a clear benefit to 
humans currently plagued with malaria, 
largely the poor with little opportunity to 
avoid the disease. But, on the negative side, 
we are aware that human changes, such as 
introducing foreign species into new eco-
systems, can bring adverse consequences, 
both deliberate and accidental. Think, for 
example, of the introduction of rabbits in 
Australia or the effects of the Asian long-
horned beetle in Canada and the united 
States. It is critical to explore any possible 
outcomes as fully as possible before engag-
ing in actions we may not be able to reverse. 
It is possible that we are not aware of some 
benefits mosquitoes have in the real world.

As Christians we have been charged 
with caring for God’s creation, and we have 

long been active in changing aspects of 
our world, hopefully for the better. For ex-
ample, farmers have increase in grain yields 
using tradition cross-breeding procedures, 
resulting in more food for all. The use of 
CRISPR simply continues this technique, 
perhaps more efficiently. 

Another principle worth considering is to 
make our changes as small as is necessary 
to achieve our longer-term goals. We know 
that DDT, while effective in fighting mosqui-
toes, also had other adverse effects. With the 
mosquito we have a choice between making 
the mosquito unable to transmit malaria and 
making females infertile, thereby wiping out 
mosquitoes completely. The better choice 
may be making mosquitoes malaria-proof 
but continuing to live with mosquito bites. 

It is thus not surprising that CRISPR is 
Science’s breakthrough of 2015. Pray that we 
may use this powerful technology wisely.

Rudy Eikelboom (reikelboom@wlu.ca), who 
does not like mosquitoes, is a member of the 

Waterloo CRC and a professor in the Psychol-
ogy Department at Wilfrid Laurier University.

Science’s 2015 breakthrough of the year: CRISPR

What is CFGB?
Canadian Foodgrains Bank is a partnership of 
15 churches and church agencies, including 
World Renew and the Christian Reformed 
Church of North America, working together 
to end global hunger. In the 2014-15 budget 
year, the Foodgrains Bank provided over $41 
million of assistance for 1.1 million people in 
39 countries. CFGB projects receive match-
ing support from the Government of Canada.

Helping Syrian refugees continued

Are mosquitoes good for anything, or would we be better off without them?
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Bert Witvoet

Our editor, Angela, tells me that a few 
young CC contributors like Brent van 
Staalduinen and Brian Bork and their 
wives are welcoming new infants into 
this world. “Did you know,” she adds, 

“that Brent van Staalduinen’s new daughter, born Dec. 
28, is named Alida Rose? With Brian Bork also calling his 
daughter Rose Imogene, I wonder if Rose der Nederlanden 
is just the tiniest bit tickled pink? :-)”

My guess is that our fearless circulation manager Rose 
is justifiably honoured by all these affirmations of floral 
excellence. Of course, being named Rose is a stroke of 
ingenuity. I cannot imagine a flower more deserving of 
imitation or exultation than the intricately designed rose. 
Such a simple name; only four letters, but what power to 
suggest romance or beauty!

I wonder, are new parents spending a lot of time invent-
ing or choosing positive names for their young children 
today? Before I was born, the rule generally was to name 
the first son after the father’s father; the next son would 
then be named after the mother’s father. In the case of a 
daughter, the first girl would be named after the father’s 
mother, and the next after the mother’s mother. Once these 
four positions were suitably honoured, the search was on 
for uncles and aunts who would be acknowledged accord-
ing to their importance. In addition to having chosen a first 
name for their children, the parents would then add the 
children’s father’s name as a kind of surname. The grand-
son of Jan, who was the son of Pieter, would be registered 
and baptized as Jan Pieters.

The little corporal
It was all very predictable and proper until family surnames 
came into being. The first people to do this were the upper 
classes. In France permanent surnames started around the 
year 1000 and spread with the Norman invasion into Eng-

land and Scotland. It wasn’t until about 1860 that people 
in Scandinavia started adopting fixed surnames.

French Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte is generally 
acknowledged as the ruler who instituted the practice of 
choosing family names in countries like the Netherlands 
and even Italy to promote the orderly overview of family 
groupings. The time was around 1813 when Dutch families 
were asked to choose a last name for themselves. Some 
of these families were aware of the implications of social 
respectability and got together with married brothers and 
sisters to choose a respectable last name, often a name 
that indicated their environment or occupation, like van 
der Zee (of the Sea), or Timmerman (Carpenter). Others 
thought that this foreign dictator Napoleon had no right to 
force such a monumental change in the social landscape 
and made a joke of their obligation: they chose last names 
like Naaktgeboren (Born Naked) or Poepjes (Little Farts). 
Once this silly dictator from Paris was overthrown, they 
argued, they could easily go back to their former practice 
of using their grandfather’s and their father’s first names.

But even though Napoleon lost his throne and power 
a year or two later, the Dutch system of organizing fami-
lies according to Napoleon’s scheme stuck. The family’s 
chosen last name followed them and their descendants for 
the rest of their lives, unless someone later was willing to 
pay a significant sum of money and effort to change that.

So much choice!
I started this editorial by talking about giving our children 
a first name. Allow me to come back to that. 

Some people still pay lip service to the ancient custom 
of naming the child after his or her grandparent, or they 
mix it up a bit. But most do not. They let their imagination 
flow over long lists of first names that they test for sound 
and meaning. I can just imagine new parents checking out 
the recommended lists for boys and girls names on vari-
ous lists and websites: Noah, Emma, Liam, Olivia, Aiden, 
Sophia, Jackson, Abigail, Carter, Chloe, Cristan, Aurora, 
Wyatt, Athena. The list is endless . . . and exciting.

Shakespeare may have asked “What’s in a name? That 
which we call a rose by any other name would smell as 
sweet.” But don’t tell that to the parents of Alida Rose and 
Rose Imogene. And if you value your subscription to the 
Christian Courier, don’t mention it to Rose der Neder-
landen either. 

Albertus Witvoet (bert.witvoet@sympatico.ca) is the son 
of Everhardus Witvoet, whose first name signifies that 

his parents hoped their first-born would become as 
strong and hardy as an “everzwijn” (wild hog).

Born naked? Why not?

Top five baby names of 2015
Boys  Girls
Oliver Olivia
William Charlotte
Jack  Mia
Noah  Ava
Jackson Amelia

André Basson

A pastor (or dominee as they are still called 
in South Africa) is all I ever wanted to 
be when I was still growing up. Looking 
back, I believe it was confirmed to me 
whenever we visited my uncle who served 

as a missionary in a town so small, you would miss it 
completely if you blinked as you drove by. The highlight 
of our visit for me was every time when the family would 
have me stand on a little footstool and let me wear my 
uncle’s well-worn Geneva robe. 

As the years passed the fantasy of dressing up like a 
ministry version of Superman or Batman faded and some-
thing else made me feel called to the ministry. In those 
days, the status of a missionary was not highly regarded 
in the community, yet my uncle not only maintained an 
impressive library, despite his meager income, but was also 
a voracious reader, and in the course of time and thanks 
to him I began to associate ministry also with books and 
learning. I assumed then, as I still do, that continuous 
theological study is an essential part of the pastorate.

In their very recent 
book, The Pastor as Pub-
lic Theologian: Reclaim-
ing a Lost Vision (Baker 
Academic 2015), authors 
K.J. Vanhoozer and Owen 
Strachan contend that this 
is no longer the case and 
that what is needed is for 
pastors to recover their 
“theological vision” since 
all pastors are indeed also 
theologians. In his contri-
bution to the book, Gerald 
Hiestand, senior associate 
pastor of Calvary Memo-
rial Church in Oak Park, 
Illinois, identifies a number of steps toward being a pastor-
theologian, among which he includes making study time a 
priority. Someone who had been in the pastorate for many 
years once told me that wherever he served in a congregation 
he insisted that his study be called that and never an “of-
fice.” As one of the contributors argued in a book Hiestand 
co-authored with Todd Wilson (The Pastor Theologian: 
Resurrecting an Ancient Vision; Zondervan 2015) if a pastor 
refers to his place of work as his study, it will suggest to his 
congregants that studying is an essential part of his calling.

And this goes to the heart of the problem of the crisis of 
identity that has affected the pastorate perhaps more than 
any other profession today. The pastor of the congrega-
tion where I did my first internship actually suggested 
that seminaries should in future include a robust course 
in economics since financial matters would increasingly 
play a role in the well-being of congregations. However, 
he did not add which theology courses seminaries should 
sacrifice in order to accommodate such an arrangement. 

‘Forced to theologize’
An article in the most recent edition of Christianity Today 
mentions a survey that found that pastors actually put in 
more hours per week than persons in other professions. Yet 
who hasn’t heard the joke that pastors work only one day a 
week and then only for a couple of hours! Among the many 
critically important responsibilities of a pastor’s calling, the 
hours he or she devotes to study or just to reading to keep 
up with current trends in theology sometimes count for little 

Is there a theologian 
in the house?

Continued on page 5

Study is part of a pastor’s calling.

mailto:bert.witvoet@sympatico.ca
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compared to preaching, counseling, attend-
ing meetings and so on, activities where his 
or her presence is much more visible. After 
all, how does one calculate in definite terms 
the value of studying or reading? Would this 
perhaps also explain the reluctance to grant 
a sabbatical, even when it is intended for 
theological education or reflection?

As even the most disciplined pastor 
would know, even the best intention to ad-
here to a regular study regimen every week 
often has to contend with unforeseen yet 
important responsibilities that will overturn 
any schedule. On the other hand, it is my 
belief that where the study of theology is 
undervalued or neglected it will show up 
not only in Sunday’s sermon, but eventually 
also in other areas of a pastor’s ministry, 
and congregants will begin to notice. 

It is an established fact that today every 
professional qualification requires regular 
updating and improvement through some 
form of continuing education, whether 
formal or informal. Why should the pastor-
ate be any exception? In his seminal work 
(Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts 
in Theology of Mission), the late South Af-
rican missiologist David Bosch observed 
that the New Testament writers “wrote in 
the context of an ‘emergency situation,’ 
of a church which, because of its mission-
ary encounter with the world, was forced 
to theologize” (author’s emphasis). It is 
hard to imagine a greater need for pastors 
to maintain a high standard of theological 
literacy than in this era, which many are 
already calling post-Christian. 

André Basson is campus minister for the 
Christian Reformed Church at Brock 

University in St. Catharines, Ontario.

Ken Baker

“Binational” has become a rather 
important adjective in the vocab-
ulary of the Christian Reformed 
Church (CRC). Increasingly it 
shapes our organizational struc-
ture and witness. We are a bina-
tional denomination with 1,000 
congregations across Canada 
and the u.S. I love that we are 
binational. In fact, I love bina-
tionality so much that this New 
Jersey guy married a Canadian 
(from Beautiful B.C.) in ’75 and 
we raised three children who are 
dual citizens. I’ve been an Oilers 

fan since our Edmonton days in 
the 70s and a Jays fan since our 
Hamilton days in the 80s (Go 
Jays!). I was the first in line for 
the grand opening of the new 
Tim Horton’s in Kalamazoo a 
couple years ago.

Why do I think being bina-
tional is such a big deal? Because 
at its roots is the conviction that 
the church of Christ and the king-
dom of God are trans-national. 
Church and kingdom are not con-
tained or defined by any single 
nation. We are part of something 
vastly larger, the mission of God 
that spans the ages and the globe. 

Our commitment to bination-
ality is a commitment to par-
ticipate in that global mission of 
God as fully and energetically 
as we can in the particular con-
texts of our two nations. It’s not 
a question of who’s bigger, who 
has more churches, who has a 
longer history or who has more 
resources. It’s a recognition that 
the full resources of the King-
dom of God are at our disposal 
as we join the Mission of God 
advancing in our nations. It’s 
not a Canadian mission. It’s not 
an American mission. It’s the 
Mission of God moving men and 

women, boys and girls, all over 
the world to bow the knee and 
confess the Name. 

I find that vision and that Mis-
sion enormously exciting and 
motivating. 

I also recognize that the impe-
tus for that vision in the CRC to-
day comes most forcefully from 
the church in Canada. Over the 
past several decades it has been 
the Canadian side of the CRC 
that has pressed for a stronger 
voice and greater autonomy in 
joining the work that God is 
doing in its national context in 
building his church. 

Let’s hear it for a binational church!Is there a theologian? continued

WHAT’S YOUR STORY?
Seventh Annual Christian

Courier Short Story Contest!
Adult division: Send in your original short fiction 
(1,000 to 3,000 words) on any theme by April 30, 2016. 
First prize receives $100 and publication in a summer 
issue of Christian Courier. Second prize receives a one 
year subscription. Please note that this contest is for 
fictional short stories, not essays or articles. 

Youth Division: Our readers 9 to 15 years of age 
(Grades 4-9) can participate in the category for youth. 
There will be two divisions: junior (Grades 4-6) and 
Intermediate (Grades 7-9). Send your short stories 
(500-1000 words) to monica@christiancourier.ca by 
April 30, 2016. The first-place winner in each division 
will win a gift certificate to Chapters valued at $50.

Please note :  All stories must be submitted 
electronically, as an attachment to an email, to monica@
christiancourier.ca. Entries over the word limit will not 
be considered. All entries must include (on the attached 
document, not in the email): your full name and mailing 
address, a photo of yourself, a short bio about who you 
are and the title of your story to be considered as a valid 
contest entry. All valid entries will receive a confirmation 
of receipt by May 15. Only the winning entries will be 
contacted after that point.

OTTAWA – Canadian pastors work very hard in often challenging circum-
stances. They may not always take the time they need to rest and replenish. 

Faith Today, Canada’s Christian magazine published by the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada, is partnering with Christian retreat centres across the 
country to change that for pastors from coast to coast. 

In every province and territory, a spiritual retreat centre is opening its doors 
for one deserving pastor to come and take an expense-free break.

Faith Today invites Canadian congregations to email the name of their 
hardworking pastor – along with 75 words about why they deserve a break 
and what a great job they do – to contest@faithtoday.ca.

Pastors who do not win their regional draw (to be held in early March) 
will receive a social media salute. Every pastor whose name is entered will 
receive a two-year complimentary subscription to Faith Today.

The contest closes on February 29. 

Faith Today magazine announces a 
unique contest for Canadian pastors

Editor’s note: 
Creating opportunities of rest and renewal for hardworking pastors, as the Evan-
gelical Fellowship of Canada is doing this month, is a wonderful idea. It fits well 
with the guest editorial in this issue. Another way you can support your minister is 
to give a subscription to Christian Courier, if he or she doesn’t already receive it. 

As Contributing Editor Peter Schuurman says, “We pursue the ‘news and 
views that offer kingdom clues’ to inform and equip Canadian leaders for 
their task of unfolding a Reformed, Biblical vision through Christian insti-
tutions and beyond. Let me be bold: in order to wisely lead a Reformed, 
Christian community in Canada you need to be abreast of the issues we 
tackle in our small but vibrant independent newspaper. Nowhere else will 
you get this dynamic, relevant, Reformed, Canadian repartee. Nowhere else 
will you find the banter of brothers and sisters you know, inviting you to 
engage timely questions from a common reference point.”

Call 1-800-969-4838 or visit christiancourier.ca to give a gift subscription. 

Continued on page 8

Every profession benefits from continuing 
education.

mailto:contest@faithtoday.ca
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. (Charisma/
BCN) – Picture 15,000 young adults 
on their knees, asking God for “an 
awakening.” That happened this 
month in Kansas City, Missouri, at 
the One Thing conference sponsored 
by the International House of Prayer. 

Southern Baptist Convention 
President Dr. Ronnie Floyd led the 
gathered young people in prayer 
for a spiritual awakening for their 
nations. Conference attendees 
came from all over the world from 
different denominations.

“My being here isn’t an endorse-
ment of your theology or your en-
dorsing my orthodoxy,” Floyd told 
attendees. “If we’re honest with 
each other, we know that thousands 
of us that are filling this convention 
center and thousands of us that are 
watching this online, we’re not in 
total agreement about life, ministry 
or the Bible. . . . Yet my being here 
is a clear indication that people must 
come together and pray.”

Mike Bickle, founder of the In-

ternational House of Prayer, said he 
invited Floyd to speak after hearing 
him urge Baptist leaders to pray 
and fast. “His book is about prayer 
and fasting,” Bickle said at the 
opening main session. “I thought 
that we needed to hear him.”

Evangelical Russian 
bishops tell of God’s power
During the four-day conference, 
Bickle had a private meeting with 
25 bishops and leaders from the 
Russian-speaking world. One of 
the leaders, Bishop Boris Borick-
eriskiy, the director of the Russian 
Evangelical Churches, a network of 
4,000 churches, and senior pastor 

of a church in Moscow, became a 
Christian at 18 years old under the 
Communist regime. “I was born in 
the Soviet era in a Christian family,” 
Borickeriskiy said. “During that 
time we didn’t have opportunity 
to preach the gospel. Because we 
would not accept the communist 
idea, we were persecuted.”

Borickeriskiy continued, “Be-
ginning of the 90s, God made a 
miracle because many Christians 
from around the world were pray-
ing for us because my parents 
received letters from Christians 
[who] were praying for us,” Bo-
rickeriskiy said. “In the beginning 
of the 1990s, the gospel came into 

Russia.” But more than 100,000 
villages and settlements in Russia 
still don’t have a church, he said.

Bickle said he visited with the 
group for 2 1/2 hours. “We talked 
about God’s purpose for Russia, 
and the hunger. They represent 90 
percent of the Protestants in Russia 
and they want to work together to 
form a prayer initiative in all of the 
Russian-speaking world.” 

Other speakers included Fran-
cis Chan (author of Crazy Love, 
Forgotten God), Reinhard Bonnke 
(international evangelist) and Dan-
iel Kolenda, (head of Christ for the 
Nations). Matt Maher, a Catholic 
musician who ministered with Pope 

Francis at World youth Day, was one 
of the featured worship musicians. 

“As a Catholic Charismatic, 
I wept tears of joy so many times 
this week as I had the privilege of 
worshiping the living God with so 
many diverse brothers and sisters in 
Christ,” Leslie Bertucci posted on 
the One Thing app. Ryan Baptista 
also posted, “As a member of the 
Catholic Charismatic renewal, I’ve 
had a heart for what is happening at 
the International House of Prayer for 
many years, and it was amazing to 
finally get out there and experience 
the prophetic worship and preaching 
firsthand. There was a beautiful unity 
across denominations this week.” 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (CNA/
EWTN News) – The u.S. House of 
Representatives passed a budget bill, 
part of which blocks federal funding 
of Planned Parenthood, an historic 
first for the pro-life movement.

“For the first time since Ameri-
ca’s largest abortion business began 
receiving public funding – nearly 
five decades ago – the president 
will have to decide up or down 
on legislation to defund Planned 
Parenthood,” said Marjorie Dan-
nenfelser, president of the pro-life 
group Susan B. Anthony List. 

The bill would block federal fund-
ing of Planned Parenthood for one 
year. It would also redirect funds to 
community health centers which also 
offer prenatal services and cancer 
screenings. Planned Parenthood of-
fers only referrals for those services.

The bill passed by a vote of 240-
181, mainly along party lines. Only 
one Democrat supported it and three 
Republicans opposed it. President 
Obama immediately said he will 
veto the bill, and Congress does not 
have the votes to override his veto.

Nonetheless, the bill’s passage 
sets “an important precedent for the 
next administration” and empha-
sizes the importance of electing a 
pro-life president, as well as pro-life 
majorities in the House and Senate, 
in 2016, Dannenfelser insisted.

The u.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops did not take an official posi-
tion on the bill, but re-affirmed their 
previous position defunding Planned 
Parenthood and re-directing funds to 
health care providers who don’t per-
form abortions. Other pro-life lead-
ers agreed that defunding Planned 

Parenthood isn’t enough – support 
must be given to alternative options 
for women’s health care.

“There are more than 13,500 
publicly supported alternatives for 
women’s health care in this country 
and 588 in Missouri – alternatives 
that treat women without perform-
ing abortions,” stated Rep. Ann 
Wagner of Missouri. kristen Day, 
executive director of Democrats for 
Life, made a similar point. “Planned 
Parenthood is not the only game in 
town,” said Day “They are a very 
small player in the health care sys-
tem, and they should not be receiv-
ing this special treatment.”

Women’s health not their 
priority
Planned Parenthood, the na-
tion’s largest abortion provider, 

has claimed that it should receive 
federal funds because of the non-
abortion health care services it pro-
vides, but its non-abortion services 
declined significantly in fiscal year 
2014-15, while its abortion services 
remained about the same from the 
previous year, SBA List noted. 

“This profit-driven, abortion-cen-
tered business is a bad investment 
for taxpayers, period. Only abor-
tions did not see a dramatic drop [in 
2015],” Dannenfelser stated.

Planned Parenthood received 
almost $554 million in fiscal year 
2014-15 from government health 

grants and reimbursements. Federal 
dollars are prohibited from funding 
abortions, but Planned Parenthood 
gets around that by saying its federal 
money is used for other services. 

Pro-lifers also object to the fed-
eral funding of the organization 
because its affiliates are supplying 
tissue from aborted babies to har-
vesters. That grisly practice was 
brought to light last summer when 
undercover videos by the citizen 
journalist group Center for Medical 
Progress exposed Planned Parent-
hood’s role in offering the fetal 
body parts for compensation. 

U.S. House of Reps votes to defund Planned 
Parenthood; Obama will veto 

15,000 young people pray for ‘awakening’

BLOOMINGTON,  Ind iana 
(LifeSiteNews) – A massive 
analysis spanning seven countries 
has found that people who view 
pornography are more likely to be 
physically or verbally aggressive 
than those who do not.

Those who report that they 
watch porn are more likely to rape, 
sexually harass or use threats and 
intimidation to “obtain sex” than 
those who do not, the study found.

“Consumption of pornography 
was associated with an increased 

likelihood of committing actual 
acts of sexual aggression,” accord-
ing to the report, which was pub-
lished in the Journal of Commu-
nication on December 29, 2015.

Researchers from Indiana uni-
versity and the university of Hawaii 
at Manoa performed a meta-analysis 
of 22 studies from around the globe.

“The accumulated data leave 
little doubt that, on the average, 
individuals who consume pornogra-
phy more frequently are more likely 
to hold attitudes conducive to sexual 

aggression and engage in actual acts 
of sexual aggression than individu-
als who do not consume pornogra-
phy or who consume pornography 
less frequently,” they wrote.

Significantly, they found that 
it made no difference whether the 
porn consumer was male or fe-
male – and whether the content 
was viewed on the internet or an-
other medium. They found that, 
while “associations were stronger 
for verbal than physical sexual ag-
gression,” both “were significant.”

While studies have linked por-
nography consumption to sexual 
violence since the 1980s, the 
terabytes of pornography pour-
ing through laptops, tablets and 
iPhones multiply every year.

“We cannot ignore the growing 
body of research revealing how 
pornography is significantly cor-
related to increases in sexual vio-
lence and aggression,” said Dawn 
Hawkins, the executive director 
of the National Center on Sexual 
Exploitation. “Regularly or inten-

tionally consuming any substance 
so strongly linked to increases 
in sexual aggression is not only 
harmful to the individual user, 
but also poses the serious risk of 
violence and abuse to those in 
intimate relationships with them.”

“From seatbelts to drunk driving 
laws, our society works to reduce 
the harmful impact of risky behav-
iours,” she said. “But when it comes 
to pornography many people refuse 
to look at the facts.” 

Massive study: Porn users more likely to rape, sexually harass, coerce to ‘obtain sex’ 

Participants witnessed a “beautiful unity across denominations.”

The U.S. national March for Life was held on Jan. 22, 2016.
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BuRLINGTON, Ontario (CRCNA) – Steve 
van Breda, the new director of youth minis-
tries at Exeter Christian Reformed Church in 
Exeter, Ontario, says he has turned for help 
many times in the past several months to the 
CRC’s Canadian Youth Ministry Project. 

“The support I’ve received has been in-
valuable. The webinars they have run have 
been both timely and informative,” said van 
Breda. “When I have questions, they have 
been quick to respond with support, answers 
and insightful questions of their own.”

Launched last spring by Faith Formation 
Ministries, the pilot project is overseen by 
Syd Hielema, team leader for Faith For-
mation Ministries, and Ron de Vries, who 
serves as the youth ministry consultant for 
Classis Alberta North.

The focus of the 
project – through 
the webinars, blogs, 
Facebook postings, 
various events and 
retreats, gatherings 
at classes and other 
means – is to equip 
Christian Reformed 
youth leaders in 
Canada to do their 
work in more mean-
ingful ways.

“ We  s e e  o u r 
job as giving sup-
port to those in the 
trenches,” said de 
Vries. “We provide 
a range of resources 
and best practices – 

both for those who are volunteers and for 
those who are on staff doing youth ministry.” 

In addition, the project involves what are 
called “champions,” or advocates. These are 
persons whose role is to connect with and 
provide help to youth ministers and minis-
tries in classes across Canada. “A champion 
is a person whom youth ministers can go to 
and who can embrace and support them in 
their positions,” said de Vries. “Champions 
are trained to help equip those in youth min-
istries with what they need to be successful.”

Reaching youth in their 
circumstances
Creation of the project came as a result of 
several issues Faith Formation Ministries 
identified before asking the CRCNA-Canada 
Corporation (the Canadian members of the 
CRC’s board of trustees) to give its backing to 
the effort, which is essentially an experiment 
in its early stages, said Hielema. “For one 
thing, due to a variety of circumstances, the 
CRC has never had an official youth ministry 
team,” he said. “As a result, everyone was 
doing what was right in their own eyes. Often 
this was very creative and entrepreneurial, but 
we wanted to make it more formal.”

Another key reason for launching the 
project, said Hielema, was to address the 
reality that “many in the younger generations 
are increasingly disconnected from the CRC 
and are exiting. We knew we wanted to find 

ways to establish ministries that reached 
youth in ways that are geared to their par-
ticular circumstances in life,” he said.

In addition, the reasons for forming the 
project included a lack of a common vision 
and vocabulary for youth ministry and its 
place in the overall discipleship ministries of 
congregations. “In this context, it became too 
easy to allow anxiety to become the driving 
force for youth ministry,” said de Vries. “There 
was the attitude of ‘let’s just find something 
that works,’ rather than having a strong bibli-
cal, theological and ecclesial vision.”

Rooted in grace
Other issues identified were a lack of proper 
education and equipping of youth workers, 
lack of knowledge on the part of churches 
regarding what it takes to hire the best 
workers to build strong ministry teams, and 
lack of integration of a youth ministry into 
the life of a church.

In summing up the situation they are ad-
dressing and seeking to change, leaders of 
the project said to the CRCNA-Canada Cor-
poration, “We long for a shift from ministry 
that is ad hoc, reactive, age-segregated and 
anxiety-driven to a ministry that is rooted in 
grace, part of a larger, comprehensive vision 
of intergenerational discipleship and built on 
solid foundations of leadership development.”

Even though they are just in the begin-
ning stages of this project, the shift has 
begun away from a piecemeal approach 
to doing a more focused and unified youth 
ministry, said Hielema. Backed by new 
research into best approaches, the project is 
helping paid and volunteer youth workers 
to use tested resources to reach and build 
the faith of young people. Youth workers 
are also being encouraged to share with one 
another what materials and ideas work best 
in their congregations.

Out of this, lessons have already come. 
“Teens really need safe places where any of 
the questions they are wrestling with can be 
discussed among wise adults,” said Hielema. 
“We are learning that teens need to hear sto-
ries of authentic faith where the rubber hits 
the road of life. We want to equip people to 
work with teens so they can be discipled for 
who they are as a child of God.”

Leading to faith formation
Van Breda at Exeter CRC said the Youth 
Ministry Project has helped him better 
understand what it means to be engaged 

B R A u N E -
BERG, Germany 
(CatholicCulture) 
– There  are  70 
churches in Ger-
many where Lu-
therans and Cath-
olics worship at 
separate altars un-
der the same roof, 
at times simultane-
ously, according to 
the German episco-
pal conference. 

That’s not as 
new or unusual as it 
may seem. Recent 
German and Italian 
Catholic news reports noted that Louis XIV, 
the king of France from 1643 to 1715, ruled 
over parts of what is now western Germany 
and decreed that in every German town 
with a church, provision must be made for 
both Catholic and Lutheran worship.

There were thus many more similar 
interdenominational arrangements before 
the nineteenth century, when church com-
munities began to go their separate ways, 
the pastor of the Lutheran community in 
Brauneberg told Katholisch.de. 

CRC’s Canadian Youth Ministry project making headway

Germany: 

Catholics, Lutherans share worship space

Ron de Vries

Syd Hielema

in youth ministry. “I am discovering that it 
is much deeper than just the kids; it leads 
seamlessly into faith formation as a church 
body – it cannot be separated and minis-
tered to on its own,” he said.

As a result, he has been examining “what 
inter-generational, cradle-to-grave faith 
formation looks like for our church, and 
Syd Hielema has been so helpful in this en-
deavour. He has connected us with a church 
in Ancaster, and about a month ago, I led a 
team down there for a lunch discussion and 
relationship building.”

One particular way the project helped 
van Breda in his first year of ministry came 
after he watched a webinar, presented by 
Faith Formation Ministries, that focused on 
the importance of partnering with parents 
for successful youth ministry. “I had already 
begun the year meeting with the parents, 
but the webinar reinforced this point for 
me,” he said. 

Van Breda has kept up steady communi-
cation with parents through monthly news-
letters, regular Facebook posts and personal 
visits with them at coffee time at church. “I 
have also begun the creation of a parent advi-

sory board for parents to give feedback, and 
to increase involvement with the ministry.”

Spilling over into the whole 
church

Overall, though, he said, the biggest 
example of how useful the Youth Ministry 
Project has been is how approachable and 
open the people involved in it have been. “I 
feel that I can come to them with any ques-
tion, and they will engage in an in-depth 
discussion, asking pertinent questions and 
offering helpful advice.”

Hielema said they started the project in 
Canada because it was fertile ground for this 
work at the time. Looking ahead, Hielema 
said he is encouraged that a group of youth 
workers from Classis Rocky Mountain re-
cently invited him to spend two days with 
them in Denver discerning how the Canadian 
project might be adapted for their churches.

“That invitation was an answer to 
prayer,” says Hielema. “Our longing is that 
the Canadian experiment will eventually 
develop strategies that will be transferred 
to every classis in the CRC on both sides 
of the border.” 

Van Breda is creating a parent advisory board.
Classis Huron’s Fall Retreat for the youth 
at Muskoka Woods.  Crokinole during the Youth/Seniors game night.
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It is the church in Canada that looks for opportunities 
to meet in regional and national venues to share, explore, 
pray and strategize together. 

Being a member of the Board of Trustees of the CRC I 
am continually inspired by the passion of my Canadian col-
leagues to discern where God is already moving and open-
ing doors for witness across Canada. They exhibit a restless 
determination to inspire congregations and classes across 
the nation to witness to the grace, mercy and justice of the 
Kingdom of God in ways that are timely and effective.

An alien people
By contrast I admit to frustration at how hard it is generate 
traction around distinctively American issues and oppor-
tunities in pursuing the Mission of God in our national or 
regional contexts. 

I have long wondered why this is the case. It would be 
easy to conclude that there is more “mission zeal” in the 

“true north strong and free.” But I don’t believe that’s true. 
I know that there is lots of Spirit-inspired energy stirring 
creative and effective witness in our churches in the States. 
The challenge on this side of the border is to think about 
mission in terms of national and regional contexts. 

I don’t pretend to fully understand this difference in the 
way we engage our national contexts, but I would point to 
one factor that I believe plays a significant part. Our Ca-
nadian churches don’t labour under the illusion of Canada 
being a “Christian nation” where the vast majority of citizens 
already profess to be Christians. We don’t confuse being 
Canadian with being Christian. The voice of the Christian 
church competes and at times blends with voices of diverse 
cultures. I’ve always perceived that in Canada we accept the 
reality of being an alien people within a dominant secular 
culture. So we are challenged to think carefully and strategi-
cally about how to be salt and light, agents of grace and truth 
in our nation, our towns and cities, and our neighbourhoods. 

The u.S. is shaped more by its identity as a melting pot. 
We want and expect people to self-identify as Americans 
first and foremost. When people vow allegiance to God 
and country, it’s not always easy to know which is first. 
This strong sense of national identity is not conducive to 
thinking of the Mission of God in local and regional terms. 
Add to that our strong American individualism and you can 
appreciate why it is hard to gain traction around the idea of 
gathering in regional and national settings to explore our 
mission opportunities and challenges. 

All of which leads me to say that I am deeply grateful 
that we are a binational church. We are 
surely better and stronger together. 

Ken Baker, Pastor of Third CRC in Kalam-
azoo, Mich. (and former pastor in Leduc, 

Alta., Hamilton, Ont. and Coquitlam, B.C.).

Let’s hear it for a binational church! continued from page 5

Something is wrong when our economy is 
struggling, CEO salaries are increasing dra-
matically and the purchasing power of many 
workers is shrinking. The trends are easy 
to show but hard to change. While specific 
indicators differ, the ratio of an average ex-
ecutive salary to an average worker’s salary 

was about 30:1 in the 70s; now it is over 200:1 in Canada 
and 300:1 in the u.S. you will read different numbers in 
different reports, but the clear trend is our focus for ethical 
reflection. Looking at the various types of responses helps 
us understand what it will take to change this trend. 

Public policies
The second bill in the new parliament will increase taxes on 
incomes over $200,000 and decrease taxes for the middle 
class. using tax policy to reduce the wealth gap can be ef-
fective. In this case, however, it is predicted that top income 
earners will find ways to avoid taxes, which we seem to 
accept as inevitable. More tax changes are proposed to 
improve tax fairness. Time will tell whether greater tax 
fairness can increase public confidence that everyone is 
sharing in economic gains and losses. 

Requiring disclosure of executive salaries, another pol-
icy tool, was designed to use public pressure as a restraint. 
Disclosure is good and it can help in specific cases, but over 
time most people stop protesting what they can’t change. 

A corporate policy tool is pay for performance. It ties 
executive pay raises to profits, often in the form of stock 
options. However, as a recent study shows, an unintended 
consequence is that CEOs then focus more on short-term 
profit than the long-term health of the company, which af-
fects workers long after the CEO has cashed out. 

Voluntary measures
Can a growing focus on corporate social responsibility be 
a tool to reduce the wealth gap? CEO-to-average-worker 
salary ratios are among the criteria used to rank and reward 
companies. Most rankings compare companies within a 
sector or region; when most of the ratios are high, therefore, 
the rankings may not prod much change in this aspect of 
corporate practice. Community programs are sponsored 
by companies to improve their image for sharing wealth. 
While it is better to have socially responsible companies 
than ones that are not, this tool alone is not adequate to 
reduce the growing wealth gap in Canadian society. 

In recent years Bill Gates, Warren Buffet, Mark Zucker-

berg and other very wealthy corporate leaders have earned 
headlines for giving away large portions of their wealth. Ana-
lysts call this “philanthrocapitalism.” Generosity is better 
than greed, but there are serious problems with over-reliance 
on unpredictable funding that is under the control of persons 
with specific interests and may be used to avoid taxes. 

Balance of power in the workplace
Meanwhile, from another corner of the current debate, 
proposals to reduce poverty are moving beyond more food 
banks, welfare and transfer payments. Many recommend 
rebalancing power within the workplace as a necessary 
component for the prevention of poverty. 

It is noteworthy that three well-documented and highly 
regarded economic studies converge on this theme. In 2009 
Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett-York published The 
Spirit Level: Why More Equal Societies Almost Always 
Do Better. They warn against relying on government 
income transfers to reduce poverty. They propose more 
cooperatives, workers owning shares and participating in 
management and other changes to rebalance the power 
within workplaces as essential elements for poverty reduc-
tion strategies.

Then, in 2013, a 
schola r ly  tome by 
F r e n c h  e c o n o m i s t 
Thomas Piketty, Capi-
tal in the 21st Century, 
became a global must-
read book. using the 
research methods of 
economists, he showed 
that extreme concentra-
tion of wealth causes 
economic instability. 
He argued that reducing 

the wealth gap is in the best interest of the business world 
itself. That helped to shift the focus from charity for poor 
people to the way we do business in the modern world. 

In 2015, a uk economist Anthony Atkinson took this 
analysis further in Inequality: What Can Be Done? us-
ing careful analysis of the impact of various measures, 
he makes 15 proposals across all sectors, arguing that no 
one measure will succeed by itself. In addition to typical 
minimum wage policies, he proposes a “code of practice 
for pay above the minimum,” to be developed by a Social 
and Economic Council that includes all stakeholders. While 

his suite of creative proposals is not likely to be adopted 
as a package, some, such as that one, are useful for our 
Canadian discussions about wealth-sharing. 

What have we learned? No one measure will be ef-
fective. Government policies alone nor corporate social 
responsibility alone will be effective. Structural changes 
within the workplace will also be necessary to achieve 
the goal of an economy that provides for everyone. The 
direction of these changes is in line with Biblical teaching 
about a moral economy that serves the common good and 
provides enough for all people. 

Encouragingly, there seems to be a convergence of 
thinking about what needs to change. We may be at a criti-
cal point where substantive change in how we do business 
becomes feasible, if only because it is preferable to any 
other option. 

Reducing the wealth gap: 
What works and what doesn’t

Second Thoughts
Kathy Vandergrift

Second            Thoughts

Taste & See
Monica deRegt

Kathy Vandergrift

Thomas Piketty

Kathy Vandergrift is a public policy analyst who specializes 
in children’s rights and social justice. She holds a Master’s 
Degree in Public Ethics from St. Paul’s University in Ottawa.
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Cathy Smith

2015 was my year of kent Haruf. At Editor 
Angela Reitsma Bick’s recommendation 
(CC, July 14, 2014), I picked up Benediction 
in January, fell in love, then immediately 
read his five other novels. Now I’ve just 
finished his final work, Our Souls at Night, 

released this past May. Haruf died in late 2014 at age 71. What enthralls me 
about this author I’d never heard of before? Well, let me tell you. 

Haruf sets his novels in the fictional town of Holt, Colorado, a rural com-
munity populated with wholly ordinary people. He respects his characters, 
revealing them by rigorous but compassionate honesty. He details the habits 
that structure their small town living and then explores what happens when 
their routines are disrupted by life’s caprices. 

The Tie that Binds, Haruf’s debut novel, is the story of Edith Goodnough, 
a robust woman from pioneer stock who is trapped by family ties and fixes 
upon a drastic solution. Where You Once Belonged follows the fortune of 
favoured high school hero, Jack Burdette, chronicling his squandered op-
portunities and downward slide into criminality. In Plainsong, a National 
Book Prize winner, two old bachelor brothers, ranchers accustomed to hard 
work and reticence, suddenly find themselves offering shelter to a pregnant 
teenager, leading one to comment, “I’m beginning to have a little more ap-
preciation for these people with kids nowadays. It only appears to be easier 
from the outside.” At the same time a teacher and his two sons are thrown off 
kilter when their depressed wife and mother deserts them. In Eventide, some 
Plainsong characters reappear, alongside others who are starkly troubled, 
like an aging man cared for by his young grandson and a woman with two 
daughters abandoned by her husband. Looming in even greater chaotic re-
lief are two developmentally-challenged adults, “oversized children” with 
children themselves, who are victimized by the town’s intolerance and by 
an abusive relative. Benediction traces the dying days of Dad Lewis as well 
as the trials of the new preacher in town, exploring both the boundlessness 
and limits of neighbourly and familial love. And more on Our Souls at Night 
in a moment.

These brief outlines might lead you to think that the novels are bleak 
postmodern studies of unforgiving circumstances and lives without choices, 
but, in fact, Haruf manages a skillful balance. Integrity and hope are stacked 
right up beside despair and dissolution. What will people do with the surpris-
ing twists of their existence? In these “craziest times ever,” some crumple, 
some cope, some conquer.  

Additionally, Haruf’s gifted eye gazes beyond his characters to the won-
drous density of the world in which they reside: “greasy pieces of machinery 
like cogwheels, old bearings, and shank bolts,” “cheatgrass, redroot and soap-
wort like ragged stands of tiny gray trees,” and sky “as blue as just-washed 
café crockery.” His account of the barnyard autopsy of the exquisitely-named 
horse, Easter, is scrupulous writing, capturing the aching revulsion of death 
and the dignity of a creature resplendent to its very muscles and entrails. 

About his passion for such lucidity, Haruf explains in a cozine.com in-
terview, “Henry James said that, ‘A writer is someone upon whom nothing 
gets lost.’ What he meant by that, I think, is that you’re paying attention to 
how people talk, and how they move, how they dress, how they respond to 
things. So I’m an unapologetic eavesdropper and gossiper. Those things are 
important to me. You’re trying to pay attention to all around you.”

Haruf cites Hemingway, Faulkner and Chekhov as major influences. His own 
style is straightforward, even ascetic: “If I had a lyrical gift like somebody like 
James Agee, I might write entirely differently. I don’t have that so I have gone 
very consciously in the other direction. I’ve tried to write as cleanly and simply 
and directly as I can without being simpleminded or simplistic.” Haruf’s con-
scientious delineation of the weather, the landscape and commonplace objects, 
“all that is glorious around us,” to borrow the title of a Barbara Crooker poem, 
enhances the credibility of his storytelling. The cumulative emotional effect of 
his lack of flourish is an impression of core trustworthiness. Furthermore, the 
restraint implies that some things are indeed inexpressible – the inscrutability 
of time with its braided joys and sorrows, the ineffable within the conventional, 
human agonies and glories that defy dissection.

The titles of Haruf’s novels allude to a Christian framework. Haruf was 
the son of a Methodist pastor about whom he remarked, “He wasn't an intel-
lectual, he was not a sophisticated speaker, but he was, in my view, a true 
Christian.” Plainsong’s epigraph indicates that a plainsong is the “unisonous 
vocal music used in the Christian church from the earliest times; any simple 

and unadorned melody or air.” The epigraph of Eventide quotes the first 
stanza of the Henry F. Lyte hymn, “Abide with Me.” Benediction provides 
its definition as an epigraph: “the utterance of a blessing, an invocation of 
blessedness.” Collectively, the novels present a proving ground for the influ-
ence of the Christian faith in a contemporary setting. Reverend Lyle and a 
few other characters, not as overtly religious, offer examples of self-sacrificial 
involvement in the lives of their neighbours. But, overall, the Christianity 
in Holt is disappointing: inherited, confused, inconsequential. Swearing 
abounds, “Jesus” and “God” as throwaway expletives sprinkled liberally in 
daily conversation. It’s an authentic transcription of current vernacular, but 
its omnipresence suggests something more.

At first the intimations seem innocuous. Repeated references to dust and 
light. On almost every page, in fact. Inklings about the connectedness of 
earth and heaven. A reverence for a reality that is grounded in the physical 
properties of this world but may stretch beyond.

When an old man dies on the farm, he “seemed to settle in to the dirt 
more comfortably.” When a depressed mom lies unmoving on her bed, 
“pencils of light are shining in” beneath the blinds. Candlelight flickers on 
a filthy ceiling as a young woman is abused sexually by her boyfriend and 
his friend. No matter what is happening, whether decorous or debauched, 
Haruf incorporates these familiar ephemeral stand-ins for the human and the 
divine: “Behind him the pickup lifted a powdery plume from the road and 
the suspended dust shone like bright flecks of gold in the sun.” For me, the 
telling thing is that the light is all-pervading, even more ubiquitous than dust 
and dirt. In Plainsong, desperate pregnant Victoria crystallizes the metaphor: 
“The sun was shining but what else was there?” Her context is bitter but 
there is truth hidden within.

Haruf’s craftsmanship in utilizing diverse images of dust and light to point 
to the intangible is consummately light-handed. Embedded in his factual 
prose style, the intentionality of these descriptions might be overlooked. But 
the imagery is bolstered by those individuals whose innate grace and mercy 
echo like gifts. And then there are those frequent dismissive references to 
God’s name, divine presence always there even if unnoticed, unacknowl-
edged or despised. 

Our Souls at Night, written while Haruf was ill, is narrowly focused – two 
seniors seek companionship in the evening of their lives. Seventy-year-old Ad-
die Moore invites Louis Waters to sleep with her at night. He is taken aback, 
but she’s not inviting sex. She just wants someone to talk to in the loneliest 
hours. “I’m talking about getting through the night,” she says. She insists she 
doesn’t care what people think. 

Louis is hesitant. “Don’t you have any faith?” she asks him. And so they 
begin to spend nights together. Platonic at first, their friendship becomes 
intimate as they share their histories. Addie confesses, “I do love this physi-
cal world. I love this physical life with you. And the air and the country. The 
backyard, the gravel in the back alley. The grass. The cool nights. Lying in 
bed talking with you in the dark.” Louis, in turn, professes, “I’ve come to 
believe in some kind of afterlife. A return to our true selves, a spirit self.” 
He does have faith, after all. 

But complications arise, despite their protestations that they are old enough 
to do what they want, despite Addie’s assertion, “We have all the time ahead 
of us.” Her son is struggling with marital problems and a failing business. 
Her six-year-old grandson Jamie comes to spend the summer. undeterred, 
Addie and Louis continue their nights together. They are generous to Jamie, 
taking him camping and getting him a dog. Louis, especially, invests in the 
boy, teaching him practical skills and how to take pleasure in small things 
like baby mice.

Predictably, the couple’s earnest efforts are mistrusted. Misconstrued. 
Things fall apart. In the end, undefeated, they reach out to each other from a 
distance: “We’re still talking. For as long as we can. For as long as it lasts.”

Our Souls at Night caps Haruf’s writing career with elegiac tenderness. "I 
want to think that I have written as close to the bone as I could," he said just 
before his death. In the characters of Addie and Louis, Haruf comes closer 
than he ever has to disclosing his personal voice. His wife Cathy says he 
told her: “I’m going to write a story about us.” 

What enthralls me about Haruf’s work, above all else, 
is finally this: his unwavering insistence on the honour of 
being human, even though sprung from dust to return to 
dust, in a light-drenched world that dazzles. 

Cathy Smith is a retired teacher and 
a Contributing Editor with CC.

Kent Haruf – Scribe of dust and light
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Sonya VanderVeen Feddema:  
An interview with Soichi Watanabe

i first met soichi Watanabe through 
his riveting painting, The Prodigal Son 
Returns in Christian Courier’s Artful Eye 
column (June 8, 2015). Who was this art-
ist who had so vividly captured a father’s 
love and a son’s repentance and gratitude? 
i wondered. Who was this christian man 
who had captured the Father’s love for us 
and our repentance and gratitude toward 
our loving God? I decided to find out.

in an email interview, i met the 
Japanese man behind the painting. i 
learned how soichi Watanabe, 66, came 
to faith and realized his calling as an art-
ist. As a member of both the christian 
Art Association in Japan and the Asian 
christian Art Association, he has had an 
opportunity to grow as an artist within a 
christian community and has exhibited 
his work in numerous venues.

Christian Courier: In the early 1970s, 
you graduated from Tohoku Gakuin 
University with an economics degree 
and, in 1982, you graduated from the 
Ochanomizu Art School in Tokyo. What 
happened in the intervening years that 
led you to change course in your career 
from economics to art? When and how 
did you sense God’s calling on your life 
to be an artist?

Soichi Watanabe: When i was in the 
sixth grade, i had a vision test and learned 
that i was partially colour blind. i thought 
that it would be hard for me to take my 
favourite courses – science and art. i wor-
ried about what course i should take. in 
university, i decided to enter the depart-
ment of economics. While there, i came 
in contact with Max Weber’s religious 
sociology. i took an interest in the com-
parative study of Western and Eastern 
culture. I was serious about finding out 
which way was suitable for me. 

i attended Professor Mitsuo Miyata’s 
lectures on the history of European pol-
itical thought. he invited me to attend 
a student Bible study class at his home. 
That day, the first Bible text I read was 
from Mark 8. Peter rebuked Jesus for 
talking about his death and resurrection in 
Jerusalem, but, conversely, Jesus rebuked 
him: “Get behind me, satan; for you are 
not setting your mind on God’s interests, 
but man’s.” Jesus also said, “if anyone 
wishes to come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me.” this voice – the voice of Jesus – was 
like a severe question that basically shook 
my way of life. so, i continued to attend 
the study and to read the Bible.

soon, i was overwhelmed by the rich-
ness and splendid way the Bible shows us 
how to live. But then i had a new worry – 
the stubbornness of my heart and my poor 
ability to sympathize with other people. 

in the next year, Professor Mitsuo 
Miyata and his wife built a christian 
dormitory for students that i could get 
into with other members of the Bible study 
class. While living there, my worry grew. 
Every evening, we read from a preach-
ing book. one day, i heard Jesus’ invita-
tion to follow him just as i was, with my 
weaknesses and faults. But i persisted in 
rejecting Jesus because i felt that i wasn’t 
a suitable person for his invitation. Every 
evening, Jesus’ love on the cross was 
preached. Finally, i decided to follow him 
just as i was with my faults. then i was 
freed from my restricting worry. i entered 
employment at a business which i believed 
was the way prepared by the Lord.

My work involved arranging and re-
porting accounts and sales data. After 
three years, i tried to add some visual 
charts and graphs to my report. the execu-
tive committee was very pleased with 
them. through this experience, i realized 

that i was able to do art even though i had 
tried to get away from art for a long time 
because of my partial colour blindness. 
My story was like Jonah’s story. At that 
time i was 27 years old. i studied draw-
ing and oil painting in art school until i 
was 33.

By the end of the school year, my 
christian faith and my art were com-
bined together when, at a retreat meeting 
of former students of the Bible study 
class, Professor Mitsuo Miyata gave a 
lecture about Albrecht Durer’s faith and 
art. (Albrecht Durer was a German painter 
who lived from1471-1528.) i was very in-
spired with the message that we could do 
the mission of christ through art. Later, i 
felt that i would like to ask a good painter 
from my class to paint my grace-filled 
experience of faith. But then i thought, art 
values the personality in the first place so 
the person who had the experience should 
paint it, even if it is a poor expression. 
so, from then on, i continued to paint the 
subject of the Bible for 33 years. 

On your website (omsc.org/art-at-omsc/
soichi/soichi-intro.html), you say, “In 
retrospect I realize that [my works] are 
my own humble responses to God’s call-
ing in my life. . . . The images are often 
given to me through the words of God, 
at worship services on Sundays and dur-
ing my daily devotion. I have the earnest 
hope that I will go on painting to praise 
the Lord.” You point out that your artis-
tic work is clearly rooted in the spiritual 
disciplines of prayer, Bible reading and 
worship. Could you select one of your 
paintings and explain to us how God 
inspired you to create the painting?

First, i would like to comment on my 
2010 oil on canvas entitled, Together with 
Those Who Weep (pictured left), based on 
romans 12:15: “rejoice with those who 

An artist’s humble  
response to God’s calling 

Together with Those Who Weep, soichi Watanabe, 2010.

Bamboo, soichi Watanabe, 2008.
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rejoice, and weep with those who weep.”
Priest Masahiko sekiya of the Anglican 

church wrote this text on the front page of 
the English Bible i received as a gift at my 
graduation. he had guided me at the meet-
ing of the Fellowship of reconciliation 
(For) in sendai. (For is an organization 
that works for peace, justice and nonviol-
ence.) this scripture text had remained 
as a question in my mind ever since then. 

Later, i was touched by a book written 
by Pastor seiji ojima that i illustrated in 
2006. From John 11, i painted Jesus as he 
wept with Martha and Mary when their 
brother Lazarus died. Afterward, i painted 
again on the subject of peace at a confer-
ence and workshop of the Asian christian 
Art Association in sydney. in order to 
show weeping together, at first I tried to 
use blue as the basic colour. next i was led 
to use yellow because i had been taught 
the hope of Jesus’ resurrection. After the 
massive earthquake in East Japan in 2011, 
i was encouraged by the message that 
“God is with us in difficulty,” so I painted 
it again. With the vertical and horizontal 
lines that appeared behind Jesus as he 
hung on the cross, i showed that resur-
rection comes through a cross.

I was so gratified by the message that 
God is with us, so i produced many other 
paintings on that theme, as well.

What biblical theme do you most enjoy 
painting?

My favourite theme, i suppose, is the 
flowers of the Bible. in 1986 i began 
drawing, with pencil, objects found in 
nature and started to draw dozens of 
flowers mentioned in the Bible. i was 
overwhelmed by the beauty produced by 
God. My drawings were nothing but an 
incomplete response to the beauty God 
created. since the flowers of the Bible 
have historical backgrounds and sym-
bolic meanings, i painted them receiving 
these moments. For example, i painted 
Cyclamen – The Glory of the Lord in 
the Wilderness based on isaiah 32:15-
18, The Almond Tree – a Sign of Hope 
based on Jeremiah 1:11-12, and Bamboo 
– Emptiness, Flexibility, and the Holy 
Spirit based on Philippians 2:6-7, as well 
as many others.

What have you learned about God, the 
Bible and the Christian life as you have 
painted biblical themes?

Pastor seiji ojima and Dr. Kosuke 
Koyama’s books taught me that God be-
came the least of all people and loves 
the least of all people. Professor Mitsuo 
Miyata and Professor Kenichi Kida’s 
books taught me that God is with us in our 
difficulties. Through painting a series on 

the book of revelation, i learned 
to live in the hope of the eschaton. 

i also learned that God saw 
his creation and “it was good.” in 
hebrew good usually means beauti-
ful. so, the creation of the earth 
and heaven is also the creation of 
beauty. the world as the creation of 
God is God’s work. Art as a human 
deed means learning from the work 
of God and giving only an incom-
plete response to it. i learned this 
especially when i painted plants 
found in the Bible.

During and after i painted i 
often found a deepened richness 
and depth in the Bible, especially 
in the relationship between the old 
testament and new testament. i 
had the same experience by looking 
at a book of christian art, as well 
as art work from all over the world 
and from ancient and contemporary 
periods. 

According to The Christ ian 
Century (May 7, 2015), “The 
number of Japanese Christians 
is tiny – barely one percent of the 
population.” What impact does 
this reality have on your work as 
a Christian artist?

the number of christians in 
Japan is surely very small, but 
christian art, and christian music 
and literature, are not refused in 
general by non-believers. if any-
thing, they are extremely interested 
in them. though christians are a 
minority, i think that the Bible has 
a universality because there is truth 
in it. therefore, christian visual art 
should have a universal applica-
tion, and if it has a high quality, all 
people should be impressed. 

i have been encouraged to continue 
to produce christian art by the foot-
prints of the pioneers of faith and art, 
who struggled to produce their works in 
the Protestant church even as they had 
to put up with the prohibition against 
idol worship. i was touched by the lives 
of the 51 artists who were presented in 
the book, Beauty and Truth – Art and 
Christianity in Modern Japan, written by 
Masao takenaka (2006). i was taught and 
encouraged about christian art as a re-
sponse to God (prayer, praise, confession 
and mission) through books written by 
Mitsuo Miyata: Witnesses of Life – Art and 
Faith (1994), Faith and Art (1996), The 
Star in Bethlehem – Meditation through 
the Biblical Symbols (2005) and others.

How have viewers responded to or been 
influenced by your paintings?

i have been told that my art work is 
warm, abstract, gentle and healing. When 
i met a woman at one of my solo exhib-
itions she expressed her gratitude to me 
because when she went into surgery, she 
was encouraged by my small art book and 
had confidence in God.

one day a parcel containing a letter 
and a gift arrived at my house. the sender 
expressed her gratitude to me because 
she also had received healing from my 
art book when her difficult sickness was 
cured in the hospital. 

At another solo exhibition, a pastor 
from the congo smiled at me and told me 
in English, “i hear the words of the Bible 
from Watanabe’s paintings.” i was im-
pressed when i realized that even through 
my poor expression, the message of the 
Bible could be transmitted to a viewer 
beyond my own country. And i was de-
lighted that even though he couldn’t speak 
English well, just as i couldn’t, he wished 
to convey his heart to me. At each and 
every exhibition many viewers buy my art 
works with pleasure. And some universi-
ties and churches have also ordered and 
bought my art works.   

What are you painting at the present 
time? What are your plans for the future?

i am working on a painting with peace 
as its theme. the message is that peace 
is found by abiding in christ. i was im-

pressed by Micah 4:3-4:  “they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares” and “they 
shall sit every man under his vine and 
under his fig tree,” and by John 14-16: “I 
am the vine, you are the branches. he who 
abides in me, and i in him, bears much 
fruit,” and “these things i have spoken 
to you, that in me you may have peace.” 

And in the future i hope to paint Jesus’ 
words, the Prophets, the Psalms and the 
apostle Paul.

 

Sonya VanderVeen Fed-
dema is a freelance writer 

living in St. Catharines, Ont.

Even though I Walk through a Valley Dark of Death, soichi Watanabe, 2014.

A resident of Koshigaya 
City, Saitama, Japan, Soichi 

Watanabe's oil paintings have 
been displayed in numerous 

solo exhibitions. He is a 
member of the Christian 
Art Association in Japan 

and the Asian Christian Art 
Association.

I was overwhelmed 
by the beauty  

produced by God.
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Monique Weir

“your son is Autistic.” With those four 
words, my life changed in an instant. Driv-
ing away from the clinic, i cried as i heard 
the pediatrician’s words over and over in 
my head. i wept for my son, who had been 
given a label that i didn’t fully understand. 
i pleaded with God to take it away. i prayed. 
over the next number of years, i began to 
see and understand how deeply Autism 
would affect our family. 

As our son grew older, the pain and 
difficulty of his diagnosis flavoured every 
part of our lives. simple outings and events 
would start with joy and end with tears as 
our son had a meltdown in the grocery aisle 
or during a sunday service. i clung to the 
words of Jeremiah 29:11-13: “‘For i know 
the plans i have for you,’ declares the Lord, 

‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future. then 
you will call on me and come and pray to 
me, and i will listen to you. you will seek 
me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart.’” this verse became my mantra, 
my meditation, my lifeline. i knew that God 
would not make me walk this road alone. 

Craving fellowship
it was not easy to trust him. our marriage 
felt the strain of a child that demanded so 
much time, energy and emotion. Life filled 
up with school meetings, therapy sessions, 
meltdowns and medical care. often, i felt 
like we were drowning under the responsi-
bility and the difficulty. There were many 
times that the only thing i could do was pray. 
My faith was tested and my joy was weak. 
My husband and i so desperately craved 
and needed fellowship, worship and prayer. 
We needed to feel God’s strength and pres-
ence. We needed to be reminded that he 
would never leave us and forsake us in the 
middle of the daily struggles of raising a 
child that couldn’t speak and didn’t catch 
on to potty training. 

We were always faithful church at-
tenders, but church became a chore instead 
of a blessing. While other parents were able 

to drop off their children at sunday school, 
our son stayed with us. We knew most 
volunteer teachers were just not trained to 
handle the challenges of a child with a dis-
ability. i wanted and needed to be in church, 
but the fidgeting of our son and his random 
outbursts left me unable to find refreshment. 
i felt empty and spiritually malnourished. i 
wanted to feel cared for and connected. 

When Kyle was a young teen, we began 
to attend northview community church in 
Abbotsford, B.c. We wanted to see if this 
would be the church that would meet the 
needs of our family and our son. We knew 
they offered a ministry to special needs 
families called imagine. the imagine centre 
is a beautiful place, designed for special 
kids. the centre includes two large rooms 
with a bathroom and a smaller “calm room” 

attached to it. they have considered every-
thing – an indoor trampoline for children to 
expend energy, heavy bean bag chairs that 
can be crawled under when children crave 
deep pressure and a large change table for 
families that need a space for changing 
adult children. the rooms are colourful, 
full of toys and the lighting is muted so as 
to not be overstimulating. 

Saturated with support
During imagine, children play and get to 
hear a Bible story in a way they may un-
derstand. these Bible lessons are taught 
with visuals, puppets, props and video. As 
parents, we were not just looking for a safe 
place for our child to stay during the service, 
we also wanted a place where he would hear 
the truth of God’s word and the sacrifice 
of Jesus on the cross. Many children with 
varying needs come to imagine. Whether it 
is Autism, Down's syndrome or other medi-
cal challenges, children, teens and adults 
are accepted and cared for by the volunteers 
working for this amazing ministry. 

the volunteers are a loving group of men 
and women who faithfully serve with grace 
and compassion. the ratio of volunteers 
to children is high to ensure that children 
are safe and well cared for. in cases where 
children have greater medical issues, nurses 
and doctors have been recruited to provide 
support. When a need arises, a request is put 
forth and God provides a willing volunteer. 

coming into the imagine room, the theme 
of this ministry is written on the wall: “. . . 
let us not love with words or speech but with 
actions and in truth” (John 3:18). imagine 
is a program that seeks to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus to children who may not 
understand the words of christ, but yet can 

feel the love of christ. through imagine, 
northview church seeks to saturate families 
with support and encouragement. Events are 
offered during the year to pamper stressed 
out moms, give dads a night out and provide 
movie nights for siblings. in the ministry 
of imagine, we have found the likeness of 
christ. We have experienced unconditional 
love for our child and his sibling and uncon-
ditional support for us as parents. 

Not alone
imagine has been a gift to us. Kyle loves 
church. he loves his imagine program 
and the volunteers. he has been taught 
and encouraged to know Jesus and has 
developed a special relationship with his 
saviour. Because of imagine, my husband 
and i are able to come to church to worship 
together. We find rest and respite as we sit 
and pray and sing together. We refresh our 
souls and fill our minds and hearts with the 
words of christ. 

in my life’s journey, raising a child with 
Autism is, by far, the most difficult task God 
has given me. yet i know that i do not raise 
my child alone. We have found a church 
that comes alongside us. A church that 
rejoices with us in our child’s uniqueness 
and cares for our son when he struggles. A 
church that displays christ-likeness in their 
ministry to special needs families. imagine 
is a ministry that has branded those words 
of Jeremiah into my heart. God knows the 
plans he has for me. he knew that i would 
mother a child that would test the very core 
of my faith. he knew i would not have to 
do it alone, and he knew that i would need 
a church that would care for my son, so he 
could take care of me. i sought christ, and 
i found him in the ministry of imagine. 

Imagine 

Monique Weir lives in Mission, B.C., with her husband, Glen, and her two 
sons. She works as an Educational Assistant at Abbotsford Christian School 
and has helped set up the Imagine Ministries program at the new Mission 
Campus of Northview Community Church. If you have questions about how 
to set up a ministry like Imagine in your church, Monique would love to tell 
you more. 4weirsfam@gmail.com

As parents, we were not just 
looking for a safe place for our 
child to stay during the service, 

we also wanted a place where he 
would hear the truth of God’s 

word and the sacrifice of Jesus 
on the cross.

Monique Weir's son Kyle blows bubbles during a Christmas party activity at Imagine. 

One of the Imagine program playrooms at Northview Community Church.
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it’s January 2nd. i’ve been 
reading year-end columns. 
James Bratt of The Twelve of-
fered an intriguing sweep of 
major historical events that 
occurred on January 1, 2 and 

3. Examples include the pivotal 1492 sur-
render of the Moorish Grenada to christian 
victors and the 1905 russian surrender of 
Port Arthur to Japan, a catalyst in the fall 
of the czarist empire. he ends his survey 
provocatively with a wry “And with those 
echoes, gentle reader, a very happy 2016!” 

Analyst Gwynne Dyer took the oppos-
ite approach, assessing our current global 
state. no wars in Asia or the Americas, and 
ukraine the only trouble spot in Europe. 
Forty of 50 African nations relatively stable. 
the Middle East is a powder keg, he con-
ceded, but the majority of earth’s peoples 
are living in areas without armed conflict. 
he proclaimed 2015 a good year. 

Author Leslie Leyland Fields reflected 
on the story of Jesus walking on water. 
she’d always admired Peter’s extraordin-
ary faith as he jumped overboard to join 

Jesus. But then she realizes that Peter’s ac-
tion actually stems from doubt: “If it is you, 
tell me to come to you on the water.” When 
he sinks, Jesus rebukes his lack of faith.  

When ferocious storms attack, Leyland 
Fields advises us to stay in the boat – the 
Word, the Body – recognizing that the Lord 
is always coming to us: “it is i. Do not be 
afraid.” in that awareness, she says, we can 
keep shouting out encouragement to one an-
other, we can find the strength to keep row-
ing together. she quotes G.K. chesterton: 

“We are all in the same boat, in a stormy sea, 
and we owe each other a terrible loyalty.” 

One-of-a-kind art
My gambit was to review my journals. What 
occupied my attention in past Januaries? in 
1996 my dad was dying. My first entry: “Not 
a lot of time to write. i have to mark French 
tests and Sounder tests. Just a note about 
Dad. he has been more and more fatigued. 
Mom says he needs to take more morphine 
each night just to get through the evening 
without falling asleep. they are going to 
play with the amount a little to see if he can 

take it earlier and so be able to stay awake 
for the evening.”

in 1997 i was struggling with an intract-
able student: “i have a lot of mixed feelings 
about going back to school tomorrow and 
dealing with Jennifer [not her real name]. i 
want to stay positive; i don’t want my kids 
to think working is a mere burden. Lord, 
i pray for all my students, but especially 
for Jennifer and me. help me be whatever 
she needs me to be. For tomorrow i plan 
on remembering the song from [singing 
duo] siep and Marg: “‘he’s not far; he 
sees you where you are.’ Also this: ‘the 
Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of 
trouble, and he knows them that trust in 
him’ (nahum 1:7). hopefully, that will get 
me through the day.”

some entries, like those from 1999 to 
2003 are too sad to share. those were 
the years when our family imploded with 
difficult situations that are still painful to 
remember. 

on new year’s Eve, as is traditional, our 
congregation sang, “o God, our help in 
Ages Past.” With its spotlight on time, “like 
an ever-rolling stream,” it’s fitting. But the 
hymn’s bald depiction of our fleeting lives 
is somber indeed. 

surfing the net, i happened upon 
British artist Andy Goldsworthy, creator 

of ephemeral art. his raw materials in-
clude only natural elements like twigs, 
mud, ice and rain. the artworks are in-
tended to decompose or disappear, their 
beauty and significance intimately shaped 
by time. Goldsworthy explains, “it’s not 
about art. it’s just about life and the need 
to understand that a lot of things in life 
do not last.”

inspired by Goldsworthy, i’m en-
visioning my earthly life as an ephemeral 
work of art designed by God. it’s not going 
to last, but while it does, it’s a one-of-a-kind 
piece, lovingly sculpted by his hand. he’s 
invested a great deal in me – surrendered 
his own flesh and blood, monumentally, on 
the cross – a physical act rippling through 
infinity, the very antithesis of ephemeral. 

Despite my cowering spirit, i survived 
all those Januaries. With the help of family, 
friends and church, i stayed in the boat. And 
Jesus was right there in those storms. he saw 
me even when i couldn’t see him, my vision 
blurred by whipping wind and waves. Every 
year brings new challenges, but until i reach 
my eternal home, God promises to be my 
shelter from the stormy blast.

he promises the same to you.  
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Happy New Year 
to me and you

Cathy Smith is a retired teacher and  
Contributing Editor with cc.

Second Thoughts
Kathy Vandergrift

Second            Thoughts

Taste & See
Monica deRegt

Kathy Vandergrift

Slow to rise
“There is more to life than simply  
increasing its speed.”      

– Mahatma Ghandi

i feel hurried. in a rush. it seems that there 
is never enough time. 2016 is here already! 
Another year has whizzed by. it’s equally 
frustrating when things go too fast as when 
they take too long. our culture worships 
speed – we complain if an email attach-
ment takes more than two seconds to load, 
we tap our fingers in annoyance at having 
to wait longer than 45 seconds at a stop 
light. it’s particularly annoying to wait at 
an extra long cashier line in the grocery 
store or to get stuck behind a driver going 
slower than the speed limit.

I remember the first time I attempted to 
make a recipe that contained yeast. i de-
cided at 7:30 a.m. to make cinnamon buns 
for breakfast one morning. i was young 
and, up to that point, had been intimidated 
to try baking yeast bread. But i was given 
a recipe that was supposedly fail-proof, 
and i loved trying new recipes. imagine 
my dismay when i came to the step that 

instructed me to “cover with a damp tea 
towel and allow to rise in a warm place 
for one hour before baking.” We didn’t 
have an hour – company was arriving in 
30 minutes! surely, i thought, the dough 
could be forced to rise faster if i placed it 
in a hotter oven and increased the baking 
time a little. 

My disappointment was bitter, and 
the rock hard dough pucks were tossed 
out. it took me a while to attempt yeast 
baking again, but once i mastered the art 
of allowing the dough to rise, i learned to 
love the process of baking breads, buns, 
bagels, pizza dough and more. there 
is very specific science behind the way 
that yeast works, but i still feel a small, 
magical thrill each time i lift the towel 
to see the dough doubled in size after the 
allotted time. 

Waiting quietly
sometimes satisfaction is found in the pro-
cess. Lamentations 3:25-26 tells us, “the 
Lord is good to those who wait for him, 
to the soul who seeks him. it is good that 
one should wait quietly for the salvation 
of the Lord.” Waiting quietly for anything 
does not come naturally to me, but i am 
beginning to appreciate the need to slow 
down and let God make all things beauti-
ful in his time (Eccl. 3:11).

When my sister, Diane, gave me this 
recipe for pizza dough she told me to 
take the time to crush real garlic instead 
of using garlic powder. she is also the one 
who taught me how to make slow-roasted 
baby back ribs and who shared with me the 
slow-simmering secrets behind a perfect 

pot of pea soup. Diane never rushed 
through life; her poor health kept her from 
doing anything quickly. she passed away 
on Dec. 29, 2015, and i will miss her for 
so many reasons, one of them being her 
passion for cooking and the many tips, 
techniques and recipes she passed on to 
me. My goal in 2016, in honour of her, 
is to slow down, enjoy life to the fullest, 
and heed the words from Psalm 46:10: 

“Be still and know that i am God.”

Monica deRegt is the  
Features Editor for cc. 

Ingredients
2 ¼ tsp instant dry yeast (1 pkg)
1 tsp brown sugar
1 ½ cups warm water
1 tsp minced garlic (1 clove) 

or  ½ tsp garlic powder
½ tsp oregano
1 tsp italian seasoning
1 tsp salt
3 tbsp olive oil, divided
3 ⅓ cup all-purpose flour

Instructions
stir 2 ½ cups of flour with all dry 
ingredients. Mix water, 2 tbsp oil and 
crushed garlic together and slowly 
stir into flour mixture until very soft 
dough is formed. Knead in remaining 
dough a little at a time. Knead well for 
10 minutes. Place dough in well-oiled 
bowl and cover with a cloth. Let dough 
rise until doubled in size (about 1 hour). 

Punch dough down, form a tight ball. 
Allow dough to relax for one minute 
before rolling out on a floured surface. 

Preheat oven to 425 F; lightly oil 
two round pizza pans or one large 
rectangle pan. Place rolled out dough 
onto pans. Let rise for a few minutes 
before topping with sauce, cheese and 
favourite toppings. Brush exposed 
crust with melted butter mixed with 
freshly pressed garlic. Bake until 
cheese and crust are golden brown, 
about 15-20 minutes. 

Herb and Garlic  
Pizza Dough

Did you know? the romans 
discovered the uses of dried yeast before 
the discovery of yeast. yeast grows and 
lives in liquid. For storage purposes 
it can also be dried once grown. the 
romans discovered how to do this when 
they put baker’s yeast (dough) in the 
sun and could later revive it with sugar. 
today, most yeast used in the bread and 
wine industry is in dry form.
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Matthew tells my favourite 
epiphany story, the magi. 
here the pagan scientist 
magicians of his day, the 
materialistic secularist and 
the spiritualist new agers of 

our day, catch a glimpse of something new 
in the world. they travel from the east to 
see what it is. 

i am reliving the story here now, hear-
ing voices of materialism and reactive 
spiritualism sounding. some scholars 
of the once christian West know the 
scriptures but rarely follow them. into this 
place come representatives from the East. 
chinese scholars, sent by their govern-
ment, are here asking questions about the 
christ. they see that the ways of herod, 
the political, economic and military pow-
ers, do not answer the world’s problems. 
they tell us that the old and new ways of 
china no longer work to create a society 
of trust and purpose. they long for an 
epiphany.

Epiphany
We are in the season of Epiphany. Epiphany 
is when God surprisingly shows up in our 
world and lives. Epiphany is at the heart 
of christian theology. it is not one of the 
big christian seasons like Advent or Lent, 
but it is for me a better expression of how 
i experience my life of faith. 

Advent is waiting for God to come. i 
rest assured that God has come in Jesus 
and is here in his spirit, and i look for 
his culminating coming in the new cre-
ation. Lent helps me recognize my need 
of forgiveness and God’s redemption in 
Jesus’ cross and resurrection. Daily i long 
to experience the presence of God, to 
be surprised by God at work. i long for 
epiphany here now.

We were created to live daily in the 
presence of God. Picture God in Genesis 
3 walking in the garden in the cool of the 
evening. he was expecting to encounter us 
and walk with us. When we were hiding, 
he called to us. When God delivered his 
people out of Egypt, the goal was to tab-
ernacle with us. Again we would journey 
with him and be led by him. still there 
was the veil in the tabernacle and later in 
the temple. God was with his people, but 
not fully.

Gospel Epiphany
Jesus came to remove the veil, to be the 
full revelation (veil removing) of God. 
the Epiphany story from the Gospel of 
Mark is Jesus’ baptism. here Mark gives 
us a taste of future coming into the world. 
in Mark 1:10 the heavens are “torn open” 
and the spirit descends on Jesus like a 
dove. this is an epiphany moment. in 
this moment Jesus hears the heart of the 
Gospel: “you are my son, whom i love; 
with you i am well pleased.” 

Luke celebrates epiphany in the tem-
ple. Anna and simeon had their epiphany 
with answers to their lifelong longings in 
Jesus. simeon breaks into a song of peace 
and hope. Anna gives thanks to God and 
tells everyone she can what is happening. 
A few years later, Mary and Joseph in the 
temple catch a glimpse of their son’s call-
ing by his heavenly Father. We need those 
epiphany moments in worship that lead us 
into song, thanksgiving and witness about 
feeling at home with our heavenly Father.

the Gospel of John celebrates Jesus’ 
epiphany with a party. the Jewish wed-
ding celebration had run dry. Jesus tells 
his mother that it is not yet time for the 
full Messianic banquet, but he provides an 
abundant taste of new miraculous wine. 
We need our daily dryness met. We long 
for those moments that invite us into the 
party of a renewed community.  

Longing
i long for these epiphanies that keep us 
moving with the faith of Mark’s epiphany, 
the hope of Luke’s, the love of John’s and 
the mission of Matthew’s.

i have had the epiphany that a good 
theology is the hope of the world. A vision 
that God is here, God is at work and God 
is love can save a person, create a new 
community and change a culture. i long 
for more epiphanies.

Karl Barth, the swiss theologian, spoke 
of revelation as lightning on a dark night 
that gives us a glimpse of the landscape 
so we can keep walking until we get an-
other lightning strike. the scriptures spark 
epiphanies, glimpses of God at work here 
now.

in our longing we look at the creation, 
listen to the scriptures and learn to follow, 
but we need to go beyond knowledge to 
experience. May you experience Epiphany 
here now.

Rev. Tom Wolthuis is a minister in the 
Christian Reformed Church.

Ambassador: 
Bridging the divide Epiphany here 

now

Via Negativa
Being a person 
afflicted with an immoderate enthusiasm
and a bilious piety

one who fluctuates 
between rosy cynicism
and jaundiced optimism 
   
neither old enough to be resigned
nor young enough to be resilient 

finding oneself trapped between
spurts of enthusiasm
and doldrums of doubt . . . 

could i achieve, please,  
simeon, or Anna, 
or must i be at ease
with someone, somewhere — 
a mentor of persuasion 
less divine — 
not a solomon, a Jesus ben sirach, 
or a saul of tarsus,
but a background whisperer
speaking words of wisdom: 

“Let it be”?

Nunc Dimittis
Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant 
     depart in peace
     according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
Which thou hast prepared
      before the face of all people;
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles
      and to be the glory of thy people israel.
 
     (from the Book of Common Prayer)

Curt Gesch is a retired 
school teacher from 
Quick, B.C.
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Ever have one of those 
moments when you just 
want to throw in the towel? 
When life is too hard or too 
messy and it feels easier just 
to crawl back to bed, pull 
the heavy blanket over your 

head and go to sleep rather than to face the 
monsters in the closet? 

this year my wife and i turn 50. yep, the 
big 5-0. some say life begins at 50 and some 
say that 50 is the new 30, but the only thing i 
can think about is this: Where did I go wrong? 
how will my wife and i survive when we 
get older and have no income? What will we 
have to show for our lives when our daughter 
is all grown and ready to move out? Lots of 
questions in my mind and i know if i try to 
examine them all i will get depressed and 
anxious, back under the covers and unable 
to face the realities of life.

in 2007 my wife and i started over from 
scratch. We had both just left long term gay 
partnerships a few years prior to meeting, 
and we both walked away from those re-
lationships with little to nothing in regards 
to financial security. in many respects we 

were 20 years behind our peers. We had few 
savings, no cars, no houses or children. so 
when we met we had a lot in common . . . 
nothing. We both were starting life from 
scratch. in our interactions we seemed like 
innocent teenagers enjoying silly things like 
jumping on swings, going to see movies like 
Akeelah and the Bee and held hands while we 
shared popcorn. We stayed up late talking and 
dreaming of the future, not necessarily plan-
ning ahead. now almost nine years later, we 
sense that we are again starting from scratch.

Surrender
Many people start over in life. they lose 
jobs, homes, marriages, health or financial 
stability, and some rise above these hardships 
and some fail to thrive. We rose above many 
things in our lives and in our marriage, but we 
have also faced a lot of suffering and loss. i 
can’t begin to describe how miscarriage threw 
us into a tailspin of sorrow; and if that wasn’t 
enough, we then began facing the reality of 
chronic illness. Even though we are the best 
of friends and we love each other dearly, we 
both began coping in our own ways. I flew 
off the handle financially. The more I tried to 

budget the less i felt capable of handling the 
weight of responsibility of actually doing it. i 
wanted it to be perfect, and so when i messed 
up i’d feel guilty and emotionally paralyzed. 
it became one of those monsters in my closet 
that i’d rather not face. i began realizing that 
this behaviour was reminding me of my past. 
For years i used sex as a way of coping with 
any emotion that i had. it was a place where 
i would go to get a good feeling. When i met 
the Lord i began working through those sinful 
behaviours and slowly i had the strength to 
stop, because of God’s love toward me. now 
i realized that my overspending was much 
like acting out sexually. it became like a drug. 
the harder i tried, the more disappointed i got 
until i came to a place of surrender. 

surrender i did. i am thankful that our 
God is a gracious and loving Father who 
does not treat us like we deserve. yes, there 

are consequences to our actions, but even in 
this place he is always willing to help us in 
any situation we face. this is true for me too. 
this year is a year of starting from scratch. 
it’s a year of beginning to believe that i can 
make mistakes that will be the very launch-
ing places of growth and strength. it’s a year 
of growing in responsibility and having the 
maturity to face life’s challenges head on. it’s 
a year of acknowledging the emotions that 
lay under the surface of every situation and 
beginning to live free of coping strategies. so 
wherever you find yourself at the start of this 
new year, know that it is never too late nor is 
there any shame in starting over again.

Kenny Warkentin is Associate Pastor at 
Trinity Baptist Church in Winnipeg, where he 
lives with his wife Paula and their daugh-
ter Phoebe. He blogs at kennypwarkentin.
blogspot.com.
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Starting over 
from scratch 

We’re nearly a month into 
2016, but close enough to 
the beginning of the year 
that some of us may still 
be assessing our past year 
and trying to make changes 

for this year. if you weren’t a regular Bible 
reader last year, becoming one this year 
could be the best thing you ever do. 

i suspect that all of us would have to 
admit that there have been times when 
reading the Bible was more duty than 
pleasure. i’ve felt that myself. i realized 
the problem was mine, not God’s. But 
how could i solve it? A changed attitude 
about God’s Word and God himself was 
the key to beginning to read the Bible each 
day with eager anticipation, even delight 
(as the writer of Psalm 119 so explicitly 
experiences). ironically, that change 
occurred by doing more and more of what 
i thought bored me: reading the Bible.

two years ago on January 1 my husband 
Ed and i embarked on reading the entire 
Bible that year. We did it again the next 
year, and have now started a third time. one 
of us used a Bible set up in daily readings 
to cover a year, the other read along in a 
different translation. We immediately found 
that using two translations simultaneously 
was helpful, so we’ve continued that. By 
now we’ve used the KJV, the new King 

James, the niV and the EsV. We’ve just 
started with the niV again (an edition 
set up for reading in a year), along with 
the new reformation study Bible. there 
are now many yearly Bible reading plans 
available (many online). the ones we use 
have us read the Bible books in order, each 
daily reading from the old testament, the 
Psalms and Proverbs in addition, and the 
new testament. 

the amount of time this takes per day 
is on average 20 minutes. still, there were 
days, at first, when it seemed like a chore. 
But then, a surprise: the more we read, the 
more we felt the spirit at work – the same 
spirit who centuries ago authored that 
Word through the prophets, apostles and 
others he chose to convey it. the more we 
read, the more we wanted to read, and the 
better we got to know and love our God 
revealed there. 

Revelation or speculation
Matt smethhurst, associate editor for the 
Gospel coalition, has noted in an article at 
Christianity.com (“seven ways to Approach 
the Bible”), “the Bible is empirical evi-
dence that the Maker of the universe is a 
God who initiates, who reveals, who talks. 
there are, after all, only two options when 
it comes to knowledge of one’s creator: rev-
elation or speculation. Either he speaks, or 

we guess. And he has spoken. . . . the King 
would’ve been entirely right to leave us to 
ourselves, sunk in an ocean of ignorance 
and guilt. But he didn’t. he peeled back the 
curtain. And then opened his holy mouth.” 
that is astonishing, and surely humbling 
(“approach humbly”). 

i found smethhurst’s other insights also 
helpful. in his other six points he advocates 
approaching scripture desperately, 
studiously, obediently, joyfully, expectantly 
and frequently. his last point is my main 
point here: the more frequently you read, 
the more you want to read; and the more 
the spirit works in you an intense longing 
for the Word (“approach desperately”), 
a willingness to study it carefully, then a 
desire obey –  joyfully and expectantly – the 
God revealed there.    

in this vein, Jon Bloom has said, “your 
Bible is a mine, not a museum.” (Bloom is 
a co-founder with John Piper of Desiring 
God.) When I first read that, a Sunday 
school chorus from my childhood popped 
to mind: i have a wonderful treasure, the 
gift of God without measure; and so we 
travel together: my Bible and i. 

simplistic? i don’t think so. it prompts 
me to quote Bloom’s entire mining/
treasure-hunting metaphor, which seems 
a good way to end. “Miners observe and 
gather with a different mindset than a 

museum-goer. to miners, the knowledge 
they acquire is not merely interesting; it’s 
vital. they aren’t merely enhancing their 
education; they are hunting for treasure. 
they dig. they probe. they poke around. 
they pick up rocks and turn them over, 
looking intently. Mining isn’t a leisurely 
afternoon’s recreation. Mining is a diligent, 
persistent and even tedious examination. 
hours are spent carefully combing through 
a small area, because if looking is not done 
carefully, a gem might be missed.” 

Marian Van Til (mvantil@roadrunner.com)
is a former christian courier editor living 
in Youngstown, N.Y. She blogs at  
reformedrevelry.wordpress.com.
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‘I have a wonderful treasure’



Krista Dam-VandeKuyt

Goats. Gratitude. And giving back. That’s what Ken 
Goud’s initiative “Food for Food” is all about. This 
year, he purchased 160 goats from World Renew’s gift 
catalogue while feeding those in need. With the help of 
daughter Danielle, Goud organizes and cooks a gourmet 
feast each year for those who don’t have a place to go for 
Christmas dinner. From the donations, they’ve been able 
to buy 1,022 goats in seven years.

In 1999, Goud’s 18-month-old daughter Ashley was 
diagnosed with a rare type of cancer. After a courageous 
battle, she died in November 2002. Throughout Ashley’s 
illness and in the tough years following her death, Goud’s 
family was blessed with overwhelming support from their 
church and community. 

“I really wanted to find a way to pay it forward,” said 
Goud. “So in 2009, I cooked a Christmas dinner in our 

home in hopes of raising enough money to buy four or 
five goats.” He cooked for 80 friends and acquaintances, 
raising enough funds to purchase 94 goats. 

Goud began volunteering at Mission Services the fol-
lowing year and realized that many clients wouldn’t have 
a Christmas dinner. He decided to invite them to his home, 
emailing friends and suppliers to see if they would spon-
sor a guest for dinner. 

Since 2010, the Gouds have hosted dinners for over 
300 people through programs at Mission Services, the 
Drummond House and 541 Eatery and with sponsorships 
from the Vennamans, Dundas Christian Reformed Church 
and many others. His children and friends are tireless 
servers and dishwashers.

Goud chose World Renew because of the organization’s 
affiliation with his church, its responsible management of 
donations and stewardly administration costs. Others who 
chose World Renew express similar reasons. At Calvary 
Christian Reformed Church in Ottawa, the “Search the 
Scriptures” group have a Goat Challenge each Advent. 
Organizer Trudy Heerema created several fun slogans for 
their program like “Gotta Get a Goat” or “Got a special 
kid in your life?” 

“It’s become a tradition at our church,” said Heerema. 
When someone purchases a goat, they hang up a tag on 
the Christmas tree set up in their church. Since 2009, they 
have donated 625 goats and a flock of sheep. 

‘Chicks for Charity’
For Angela Kaptein, the gift catalogue was already a 
Christmas family tradition. Kaptein and her friend Cathy 
Roest love crafting items like scarves, stuffed toys, doll 
clothes and up-cycled furniture. This past November, they 
decided to sell their items, calling themselves “Chicks 
for Charity,” with the profit of the sale going to purchase 
chickens for Honduras. 

“We chose our name because Cathy and I farm chick-
ens. We’re ‘chicks’ and our fundraising donates chickens, 
helping more ‘chicks’ [women] in Honduras raise chick-
ens,” explained Kaptein. They display gift catalogues at 
their booth so customers can learn more about the donated 
funds. Sales were phenomenal; in just two months, they 
could purchase 30 chickens. 

Through initiatives like these as well as with individual 
donations, over 12 million dollars has been raised through 
World Renew’s gift catalogue program since 2001.

“We’ve heard from countless people who tell us that 
the gift catalogue is now a meaningful part of their an-
nual Christmas tradition,” said World Renew’s communi-

cations manager Kristen de Roo VanderBerg. “It enables 
them to reflect on the gift of Jesus at Christmas and give 
thanks for that gift by sharing with others.” 

Gratitude. That is the heart of each of these initiatives. 
While Lily Hardy Hammond may have coined the phrase 
in 1916 writing “You don’t pay love back, you pay it for-
ward,” Christians know that this concept was taught long 
before that by Jesus himself.

“We are so blessed and it’s wonderful that we can bless 
others through World Renew,” said Kaptein. 

The money raised for goats also provides training in 
goat-rearing, veterinary care and some of the staffing 
costs, a holistic approach to community development. 
The same is true for the chicken programs. Women in 
Honduras received laying hens and boiler chickens but 
also training in poultry farming and financial assistance 
for building a coop or henhouse. 

As part of some goat programs at World Renew, re-
cipients can give their first baby goat to another member 
of their community. In Honduras, women use the income 
from their poultry farming to provide for their own fam-
ilies but have also hired others to help, creating employ-
ment in their communities. 

“In seeing [the guests’] heartfelt gratitude and knowing 
at the same time we are raising money for goats, that’s 
what keeps me motivated,” said Goud. “I imagine that 
sense of gratitude is also happening in 
where the goats are given.” 

Krista Dam-Vandekuyt is a freelance 
writer from Hamilton, Ont.
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Goat giving gathers steam with benefits far past Christmas

The Christmas Tree at Calvary CRC, topped by a plush 
goat tree-topper who keeps tally of their running total.

Chicks for Charity booth at the ‘Made in Huron’ cooperative 
artisan shop in Clinton, Ontario.

The funds raised to buy goats also provides training and 
vet care for goat owners.

Willing hands (L to R): Danielle Goud, Chris, Ann Noordam, 
Ken Goud (holding grandson Blake) and Jerry Noordam.

The Goud house ready for Christmas dinner.
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Vacations
Holiday accomodation in Holland 
with vehicle rentals and tours. 

chestnutlane.nl

Florida Rental - Fort Myers home 
        with pool for rent by the week or month.  

First two weeks in March still available.  
Close to beach and down town activities.  

Call 905-332-6711

Home Exchange Wanted
Would you like to explore the Niagara re-
gion during the month of June of this year? 
We live in St.Catharines and would like to 
spend June in the Vancouver area.

If a home exchange tickles your fancy, 
please give Bert and Alice Witvoet a call at 

905 684-3991 
or email us at awit@sympatico.ca. 

Classifieds
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Birthday

    1926             February 13            2016 
Assen, Drenthe                      Brampton, ON

Jacob Kuntz
“It is better to light a candle than 

to curse the darkness.”    

With gratitude to the Lord we congratulate 
you, our Dad and Opa, on your 90th birth-
day. Your gracious and loving heart contin-
ues to bless us and all who know you.

You are invited to congratulate Jacob at an 
open house in Horizon Hall 

(Holland Christian Homes, Brampton) 
on Sunday, February 14 from 2-4 pm.  

With much love from his children and 
grandchildren,
              Syd and Evelyn Hielema
                  Joya, Justin, Adrian

Correspondence address:
Rev. Jacob Kuntz
309 - 45 Kingknoll Dr.
Brampton ON  L6Y 5P2

Ph: 905-874-0683

Winterwijk, Gld.,         Woodstock, ON
January 10, 1930  December 23, 2015

Dinie Ruessink-Grevers
"I have fought the good fight.  

I have finished the race, I have keep the faith." 
2 Timothy 4:7

Mom's cancer journey of two and a half years 
ended on Wednesday, December 23, 2015, when 
God took her to His eternal rest. We, her children, 
thank Him for releasing her from her pain. She 
was a very loving and devoted Mother and Oma. 
We miss her dearly!

Her children:
Mary & late Al Griffith (2015), Woodstock ON
Henry Grevers & Nancy Calic, Woodstock ON
Grace & Harry Schipper, Staffordshire ON
Bernice & Tim Bentum, Woodstock ON
Ingrid & Bill Los, Listowel ON
MaryLou Tanner-Grevers, Woodstock ON

Lovingly remembered by 18 grandchildren and 28 
great-grandchildren.

Dad (John Grevers) predeceased her in Septem-
ber, 2013.

Correspondence:  
Tim & Bernice Bentum

410 Fairway Rd,  
Woodstock ON N4T 0E1

On December 29,2015, God called His child home.

Peitje Bylsma 
was released from her earthly cares 

and is now safe in the arms of Jesus.

The Bylsma family mourns the loss of their Mother, 
Grandmother and Great-grandmother, yet rejoices 
in knowing what that means for her.

She will be dearly missed by her children,
Theresa & Jim Brand of Dashwood
Auke & Christine of Blyth 
Wibbina Toonk of Exeter
John & Ruby of Thorndale
Anne & Terry Kaastra of Goderich
Cory & John Kuipers of Goderich
Patricia & David Brodie of Brucefield. 

Grandmother to 28 grandchildren, great-grand-
mother to 51. Also survived by her brother Willem 
(Tineke) Venema of Brampton and sister Corrie 
Bouma of the Netherlands, as well as countless 
nieces and nephews. 

Predeceased by her loving husband, Wobbe(2010) 
son-in-law Gerald Toonk (2011) great-granddaugh-
ter Angela Bylsma-Moffat (2003), and grandson 
Shaun Kaastra (1993), as well as a number of sib-
lings and in-laws in the Netherlands and Canada.

Funeral was held on January 2, 2016 at the Clinton 
Christian Reformed Church with Pastor Ron 
Luchies officiating.

Correspondence address: Auke and Chris Bylsma 
82475 London Rd, Auburn ON N0M1E0

Foster parents  
urgently needed 
in Hamilton area
Children Need Families & 

Families Need Communities! 

On February 3, 2016, there will be a foster parent infor-
mation meeting at Immanuel CRC in Hamilton, Ontario 
(61 Mohawk Rd. West) at 7:30 p.m.   
Please come and bring  a friend. 
Hear how you can make a difference in the lives of 
children in our community who are not able to be with 
their families.  

Harry Adrian VanderWindt
"To gaze on the beauty of the Lord." 

Psalm 27:4

It is with deep sadness that we mourn the 
sudden passing of Harry A. VanderWindt, who 
was taken home to be with his Lord, in his 
80th year, on Friday, October 30, 2015. He 
was doing what he loved, serving others while 
working in God's creation. 

He will be dearly missed by his wife Henny 
(nee Bouwers) and children Ed and Karen, 
John and Renée, and Mike and Judy. He was 
predeceased by his infant children, Deborah 
Caroline and Robert Peter. He was a beloved 
Opa to Matt and Caitlin, Kathryn and Willem, 
David, Ben, Philip and Marina, Rachel, Nicole, 
Elise, Adrian and Great-Opa to Gideon. He is 
survived by 7 of his 8 siblings in the Nether-
lands as well as Henny's sisters, Eda and Art 
Tiesma and Janet and the late Fred Struiksma, 
along with many nieces and nephews. 

His joy came in sharing God's love by helping 
others and sharing the Gospel of Christ. He 
will be fondly remembered by all whom he 
served. 

A memorial service was held at Fruitland 
Christian Reformed Church on November 4, 
2015. A private interment was held prior to the 
service. Memorial contributions were given to 
Hamilton District Christian High School, Calvin 
Christian School (Hamilton), or Quinte Chris-
tian High School (Belleville).

Correspondence address:  
Hennie VanderWindt 

4 Hunter Rd   
Grimsby ON L3M 4A4

Rev GeRaRd and MaRGaRet BouMa 
will celebrate 65 years of marriage and ministry of the 

Word on February 1. 

With their 4 children and spouses, 10 grandchildren 
and 12 great-grands we remember God's faithfulness, 
beginning in The Netherlands, becoming the first Dutch 
ministerial couple called to Canada in 1952 and moving 
to the USA in 1972. 

An open house is planned for Sat. Jan 30 from 2-4 at 
Holland Home Breton Terrace. Cards may be sent to 

3068-2500 Breton Woods Dr,  
Grand Rapids MI 49512-9132. 

Mom and Dad we love you,  
we praise God and give Him all the glory.

Anniversary Obituaries

Your funds will be invested in Christian Reformed Church and Christian 
school building projects in Canada.

Rates to March 31, 2016
We pay 2.75% on CRC deposits.

Earn approx. 3.2% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

 Write:  CRC Extension Fund
   45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207    Fax:  416-465-6367       

“...serving Christian   
Reformed churches and 
Christian schools since  

1970"     

TFSA: The 2016 new contribution limit is $5,500 so the new, all-time 
ceiling has risen to $46,500 NOT including any earnings. 

Note: Withdrawals in one year can be fully replaced but not until the 
next calendar year.

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 upper James st., Hamilton

905-383-2981

Classifieds

DEADLINE Christian Courier is published 
on the second and forth Mondays of the 
month. Deadline is 13 days prior to publica-
tion date.
RATES: All personal and family announce-
ments: $7.00 per square inch. 
Display advertising re. businesses and or-
ganizations: $8.00 per square inch. 
PHOTOS: There is a processing fee of $25 for 
the inclusion of a photograph with a personal 
or family announcement. Photo space is not 
charged P.I., 
SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
 e-mail – admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail: 2 Aiken St.          
St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8

Family and job ads are placed on our website: 
christiancourier.ca

See job ads p. 19

Looking for a place to advertise?
Consider our website. 
For more information, contact Ineke at 

admin@christiancourier.ca 

http://christiancourier.ca
mailto:admin%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
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Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church st.  st. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

Ian H. russell - Director
 Holly rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.
The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
287 Station St.

Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0 
Serving Families 
for 4 Generations

Director:  Thomas C Merritt
Fax 905-957-1371 Ph: 905-957-7031
Website: merritt-fh.com

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  1 Keefer Road

St. Catharines, Ontario  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

GARY VAN EYK,  CMA 
Certified Management Accountant 

50 Lakeport Rd. Ste 201 
St. Catharines 
ON L2N 4P7 

Email: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
Bus: 905-646-7331  Fx: 905-646-0951

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
E-mail: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

Fred Hagen 
Broker  

905-541-4549

Mark Nyman 
Sales Representative  

905-537-9655

905-648-4451
Working together  

to serve you better.

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

To help your family AND benefit charity,
contact CSS for professional, impartial,

and confidential advice.

1-800-267-8890 | admin@csservices.ca
www.csservices.ca

Your Will is a Testimony
of your faith and values.

What cup of cold water?
Roger Palms

I was just starting out on an afternoon walk when a 
woman called me over to her car. She was standing 
near the front of the hood, trying to lift it. “Can you 
help me?” she asked. “My husband is recovering 
from a stroke so he can’t help me, but he said we 
need more fluid in the windshield washer container. 
How can I get inside to find it? I don’t know where 
the container is.”

It was a simple task to open the hood, find the 
container and pour in the solution. She took my 
hands in both of hers and thanked me over and 
over again. Then she said, “You see that man over 
there?” He was standing just a few houses away. 
The woman said, “I asked him to help me but he 
told me, ‘I can’t; I just had a manicure.’”    

Jesus spoke about giving a cup of cold water 
(Matt. 10:42). I don’t know that I have ever given 
someone in need a cup of cold water. I don’t live in 
a desert place. I don’t know anyone who is unable to 
get a drink. So, what am I to do? I’d like to be faith-
ful to what Jesus asked us to do for others.

I study the words of the Apostle John, “since 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 
And, “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in him,” (1 John 4:11 & 16, NIV). 
What does that mean? How does that work itself out 
in the everyday events in my life? Does windshield 
washer fluid, poured into a container under the hood 
of a woman’s car, constitute love? Does it show that 
God lives in me? 

The day after I helped the woman with her car, 
my wife and I saw her again as we were returning 
home from church. We chatted with her and she 
thanked me again for my help the day before and 
she told my wife what I had done for her. There was 
no witness given by us except a warm smile and the 
fact that my Bible was in my hand, clearly evident. 
Will this contact go anywhere? Will I have a chance 
to speak to her about Jesus? Will she meet another 
believer whose words about the Saviour will mean 
something more to her because that witness will be 
biblically based and she will remember that I was 
carrying a Bible? The links, the connections, can all 
fit together when God gives us opportunities to do 
little things.

But, I wondered, what about the act of giving a 
cup of cold water?  Is windshield washer fluid the 
same as a cup of cold water? I realized that we don’t 
always make biblical connections in our everyday, 
ordinary experiences. This connection between 
washer fluid and a cup of water didn’t come to me 
until a few days later when a Christian friend was 
telling me about his recent stop at a grocery store. 
He was standing at the check-out line as an elderly 
woman, bent over, hands shaking, put four bananas 
on the counter and held out a few coins. “Is this 
enough?” she asked the clerk. The clerk replied, 
“I’m afraid it isn’t.” The woman’s head fell as she 
stared at the coins in her hand. My friend signaled 
the clerk and mouthed the silent words, “I’ll pay.”

I realized that my friend had just given a cup of 
cold water. Only it didn’t look like a cup of cold 
water; it looked like four bananas. Jesus just as eas-
ily could have said, “And if anyone gives even four 
bananas to one of these little ones because he is my 
disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not 
lose his reward” (Matt 10:42, NIV). At last it clicked 
in: Bananas, windshield washer solution, a cup of 
cold water. It is all the same. Now I’m wondering 
and anticipating – what will a cup of cold water look 
like as I meet people today? 

Roger Palms, former editor of 
Decision Magazine, is the author of 
16 books and hundreds of magazine 

and newspaper articles.

And whoever gives one 
of these little ones even 
a cup of cold water  
because he is a disciple, 
truly, I say to you, he 
will by no means lose his 
reward.
Matthew 10:42

http://www.linkcharity.ca
mailto:admin%40csservices.ca?subject=
http://www.csservices.ca
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Plan at your own pace.
In the comfort of your own home review our  

FREE Plan at Your Own Pace Guide.

>  Make thoughtful decisions with your  

faith and family in mind

> Discuss with your family under no pressure

>  Take advantage of our free plan  

registration process.

> Get additional information only if YOU want

Contact us to get your free guide sent to you.  

We promise there will be no hassle or follow-up call!

TITLE:

CLIENT:

DATE:

DESIGNER(S):

COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

www.compasscreative.ca

FLK_Logo_CMYK

Kitching, Steepe, and Ludwig

August 2014

Nick Tenhage

CMYK

100/60/0/10

70/40/0/0

5/35/75/0

Meeting you where it matters.

1-800-737-8275  |  kitchingsteepeandludwig.com/faithlink

Rick Ludwig Diane Vanderwoude  Garnet van Popta  

TITLE:

CLIENT:

DATE:

DESIGNER(S):

COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

www.compasscreative.ca

KSL_Logo_REV_SPOT_Coated

Kitching, Steepe, and Ludwig

July 2014

Joel Reynolds

Pantone 300 C  (55%)

White

REV - SPOT - COATED

Pantone 300 C  (100%)

Pantone 300 C  (65%)

Pantone 136 C  (100%)

It’s comforting to come home.

Pastor – Fulltime
First CRC in Edmonton, Alberta Canada 

is seeking a full time Pastor. We are seeking a relational 
and creative leader who can walk with our congregation 
as we seek to follow Christ. The pastor will be a collab-

orative leader who encourages and coaches members to 
develop and express their faith. 

For more information please contact sstolte@gmail.com

Youth Director
Faith Christian Reformed Church, Burlington ON 
has an immediate opening for a half-time (20 hrs/wk) 
Youth Director. This position is designed to provide 
effective and godly leadership to the Youth Ministries 
of Faith Church, creating a discipleship culture where 
our youth are inspired to seek a vibrant and ever-
growing relationship with Jesus.  

The main focus of the work will be with our high 
school aged Youth ministry and Teen Club (grades 
7&8) along with some time devoted to encouraging 
and supporting our post-high school ministry.   

For more information, please see our website www.
faithcrc.ca and/or contact Kevin DeRaaf (deraaf@
faithcrc.ca). 

Please email resume to our church office: 
 laura@faithcrc.ca

Human Resources Coordinator (FT) 
Rosa Flora Limited is a progressive greenhouse 
grower and wholesaler of fresh cut flowers. A family 
owned, Christian organization, we are seeking: Hu-
man Resources Coordinator (FT)

Using your strong communication and organizational 
skills, you will work closely with the management 
team to attract, retain and motivate suitable and suf-
ficient employees.

You will possess an HR diploma or equivalent experi-
ence/education. Agricultural/horticultural familiarity 
and Spanish language skills a plus.

Please contact Arielle DeBoer in confidence:
adeboer@rosaflora.com.

Seeking applicants for the position of 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR 
The National Director will be responsible for 
ensuring that Diaconal Ministries Canada fulfills its 
mandate of partnering with diaconates, churches 
and parachurch organizations across Canada to 
demonstrate God’s love in the community.

For more information please 
visit our website at 

www.diaconalministries.com/careers.

Christian Courier Classifieds:  Please place the job posting below with logo, in CCC for the months of 
January and February 2016: 
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The National Director will be responsible for ensuring that Diaconal Ministries Canada fulfills its mandate 
of partnering with diaconates, churches and parachurch organizations across Canada to demonstrate 
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For more information please visit our website at www.diaconalministries.com/careers. 
 
 
 
 

 

Job Opportunities

2016 COACH TOURS WITH YVONNE MULDER 
LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA

APRIL 12-15, 2016  $878.00 total per person
With tickets to see the new show 'SAMSON' at the Sight and Sound Theater.
Includes 3 nights accommodations, motor coach transportation, all meals except 
two lunches, admission fees, sight seeing tours, gratuities, taxes and fees. 

CROATIA, SLOVENIA AND MONTENEGRO
SEPTEMBER 13-28, 2016  $4398.00  

Register by February 22, 2016 for an early booking discount.
Join us to visit these Eastern European countries...Europe’s hidden gems. 
Includes direct flights with Air Transat from Toronto to Zagreb, 14 nights 
deluxe accommodations, motor coach transportation, most meals, gratuities, 
admission fees, sight seeing tours, taxes and airport fees, round trip transfers 
from the Hamilton area to the Toronto airport. 

Both tours are fully escorted by Yvonne Mulder. 
Please contact Yvonne for details and registration forms. 

Direct line: 905-807-1348      Email: ymulder@tpi.ca  
Web: tpiworldwide.com/yvonnemuldertpi/
TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS INTERNATIONAL 
203-1131 Nottinghill Gate, Oakville ON L6M 1K5   Ph:905-896-6948                                                         

TICO #1576226

iticians do not speak for them.
If MPs represent voters in geograph-

ic neighbourhoods and regions, why do 
neighbouring MPs not sit beside each 
other? Why not be neighbourly and region-
al in parliament? MPs are seated by party. 
Party representation dominates parliament, 
not geographic representation. Your MP 
is beholden to the party more than to you. 
Canadians know it. Their vote for a local 
candidate is really a vote for party and 
leader. In my case, I was elected because 
of former BC premier, Bill VanderZalm, 
and five years later I lost because of Bill 
VanderZalm. If votes are meant for a party, 
why not vote for a party? 

Mostly, MPs do not speak for their vot-
ers, but pity the rookie MP who tries to. 
How would she know what position to 
take? Are the citizens of her constituency 
of one mind, politically? If not, she can rep-
resent some, or none, but not all. Effective 
representation is impossible under FPTP. 
One seat per constituency cannot repre-
sent fairly Canada’s political diversity. 
Those who share political interests cannot 
pool their votes unless they share a postal 
code. In each constituency, only the largest 
group, most often a minority, captures a seat 
and is represented in Ottawa. FPTP frag-
ments the Christian political community as 
it does those who vote Green and others. 
Parliament does not reflect the political di-
versity of Canadians. Minority views, ex-

cept the largest, are denied representation. 
The citizenship of those not represented in 
Ottawa is diminished. In biblical language 
their office of Divine image-bearer has 
shrunk.

Will PM Trudeau deliver? Will his cau-
cus abandon the rules that gave them a 50-
seat bonus? Will turkeys vote for an early 
Thanksgiving? They will probably replace 
FPTP with the Preferential Ballot. It keeps 
the promise without sacrifice to the Liberal 
party, because it changes nothing of sub-
stance. The Preferential Ballot is still one-
seat per constituency. Representation is still 
by postal code not by voters’ political con-
victions. Party discipline remains severe 
and loyalty to voters weak. In short, change, 
but no real change. The Preferential Ballot 
is no more proportional than FPTP. The lar-
gest party still receives a hefty seat-bonus 
and smaller parties get short-changed. The 
concentration of power remains unchecked. 

Trudeau’s promise of greatest signifi-
cance may not materialize but however he 
involves citizens more robustly, Christians 
cheer. Not because we have a right to be 
consulted. The Bible is not 
big on rights. But because 
citizens are Divine image-
bearers and citizenship is a 
God-given office.

Nick Loenen lives in 
Richmond, B.C. 
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Nick Loenen

Prime Minister Trudeau promises openness, 
consultation, consensus. Christians cheer! 
Engaging citizens more fully in governing 
is not just nice, it is profoundly Christian.

It goes back to Genesis when God gave 
his children marching orders, a commis-
sion or in the language of yesteryear, an of-
fice – keepers of the garden. stewardship 
confirms that we are image-bearers of God 
(Gen.1:26-28). Humans develop and main-
tain the creation, as co-workers with God, 
as Divine image-bearers. In Genesis God 
is very democratic, rich/poor, male/female, 
high/low, all are given an office, all are 
Divine image-bearers.

As history unfolds our jobs grow more 
interesting; the assignments more chal-
lenging. Marriages used to be arranged 
by others, now the partners choose. In the 
workplace the trend is from serfs, to work-
ers, to partners, to self-employment. In the 

state, when voters help shape pub-
lic policies, subjects flower into 

citizens. That is historical 
progress. The unfolding 
of God’s creation entails 
dispersed authority. For 
Prime Minister Trudeau 

to enlist citizens in shaping 

public policy is to enlarge their calling, to 
treat them as grownups, to burnish the im-
age of God in them. Hence, Christians cheer 
the promise of more democratic governance.

The problem with Parliament 
no Trudeau promise is of greater signifi-
cance than this one: Election 2015 is the last 
under first-past-the-post. First-past-the-post 
(FPTP) belongs to a former time. under 
the push of history, most democracies have 
evolved to a proportional voting system. 
FPTP’s central feature is local ridings; one 
seat per riding. Its virtue, we are told, is that 
every Canadian is assured a seat in the House 
of Commons, someone who represents you, 
knows your needs, speaks for you, gives you 
voice. Really! What voice? Voters know pol-
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