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News. Clues. Kingdom views. 

Angela Reitsma Bick

This spring, 52 new candidates for 
Minister of the Word will graduate 
from Calvin Theological Sem-
inary. They will be introduced 
at Synod and publicly affirmed 
in their calling by the Christian 
Reformed (CRC) denomination. 
Their names and faces will fill 
a few pages of the July Banner, 
to be eagerly scanned by search 
committees across North Amer-
ica. Thirteen of those graduates 
will be women. How many of the 
CRC’s 1,090 congregations will 
welcome them?

It’s been 20 years since the 
Christian Reformed church 
opened ordination to women 
while allowing individual con-
gregations to interpret Scripture 
otherwise. What does that mean 
for women graduating from semi-
nary? What has changed for cler-
gywomen since 1996? Twenty 
years after the “women-in-office” 

debate, how well is the CRC using 
the gifts of all its members?

Let’s start with the good news. 
There are currently 97 women 
serving as Ministers of the Word in 
the CRC. Since 1996, 100 women 
have been ordained (three have left 
the denomination) – an average of 
five per year. Calvin Theological 
Seminary has four female profes-
sors. In response to a survey sent 
out by Christian Courier, many 
clergywomen in the CRC said that 
their experience has been positive. 
“If anything,” one said, “my small 
church in a small town seems sort 
of pleased that they have the one 
female pastor in town.”

Rev. Jaclyn Busch said “I have 
been so blessed to have served as 
a pastor in the CRC! While pas-
toring I went through three preg-
nancies and was blessed by my 
congregation in powerful ways.”

“I’ve received nothing but sup-
port and so much affirmation,” a 
team pastor said. “In many ways 

The stained-glass ceiling: 100 ordained women in CRC ministry today
my presence in some churches 
(via pulpit supply) has actually 
been healing, because I inadver-
tently hear the stories of families 
that were torn apart over the issues 
in the 90s and I have the opportu-
nity to be present to that. I’m per-
haps an anomaly, but I’ve received 
warm welcomes, encouragement, 
enthusiasm and cheerleading the 
whole way so far.” 

Rev. Chelsey Harmon, pas-
tor of Christ Community CRC 
in Nanaimo, B.C., said “I’m not 
a woman pastor or a female pas-
tor; I’m just their pastor. Though 
I do continue to be an oddity for 
visitors. I recently officiated a fu-
neral for an older member who 
had strong connections with an-
other church in the area. Even 
after preaching and leading the 
entire service, a woman asked me 
[afterwards], ‘So . . . are you the 
granddaughter?’” 

Miles to go
Polite confusion is a small prob-
lem, however, compared to the 
barriers still facing women in min-
istry. With certain pulpits closed to 
them, clergywomen wait longer 

to receive calls than men. This 
may in turn make other churches 
reluctant to hire women, because 
they might not easily get called 
somewhere else when the time 

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 2

After 20 years, what has changed for women serving as pastors in the CRC?

Rev. Elizabeth Guillaume-Koene works as a Chaplain in Bowmanville, Ont. 

Nandy Heule

Since the beginning of the Tim 
Bosma trial in Hamilton this month, 
over 350,000 people have visited 
the Christian Courier website and 
social media to read an article about 
his faith and his friends within the 
Christian Reformed community.

Hundreds of Facebook readers 
are sharing “The Ripple Effect: 
Tim Bosma and the Gift of Com-
munity” and leaving messages for 
his widow Sharlene Bosma to say 

Christian Courier article goes viral as thousands 
seek information about Tim Bosma's faith

“The boys”: together in Punta Cana for a wedding just weeks before Tim’s death.

http://www.christiancourier.ca/news/entry/the-ripple-effect-tim-bosma-and-the-gift-of-community
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comes. Eighty-one percent of male pastors 
in the CRC are in parish ministry (serving 
within a church), compared to 46 percent 
of female pastors; the rest are in non-parish 
ministry such as staff and chaplaincies. 
There are hardly any women in top levels 
of leadership in the denomination. In a 
separate survey conducted last year, one 
recent seminary graduate described what it 
was like to study under professors who felt 
she shouldn’t be there. Counting both active 
and retired ministers, the CRC has 2,488 
men alongside those 100 ordained women.

Sometimes the stereotypes are almost 
funny. once, at a pastors’ retreat to which 
spouses were also invited, the larger group 
split apart – pastors to study and spouses off 
for pedicures. one female pastor’s easygo-
ing husband just laughed and settled in for a 
pedicure. But the framework of this event is 
indicative of a prevailing mindset that makes 
assumptions about gender and ministry. 

When questioning a discrepancy be-
tween her salary and that of a male co-
pastor’s, one woman was told “we never 

called you; you just wanted to get ordained 
so we let you.” In a similar vein, another 
pastor warns her peers to be alert to subtle 
injustices such as “lower compensation, 
offers of part-time work (with full-time 
hours!) and situations where your leader-
ship is always ‘overseen’ by a male.”

Part of the hardship comes from not know-
ing what to expect, from always wondering 
if this person, this pulpit or this council is 
supportive of women in ministry. one pas-
tor said that, when she was working toward 
ordination, some men wouldn’t join a com-
mittee if she was in it. “It was really hard to 
sit down and work with someone who doesn’t 
think I’m hearing God right now,” she said. 

‘Continual exclusion’
By “officially adopting both open and closed 
theological stances,” Rev. Amanda Bakale 
wrote in her MA Advanced Research Project 
for Waterloo Lutheran Seminary, “women 
clergy . . . experience theological endorse-
ment for their continual exclusion within the 
very institution they serve” (1). That’s the 
consequence of the decision made at Synod 
in 1996. And given how contentious the 
debate had been – it “drained our energies, 
divided us and led to totally unwarranted 
church splits,” as Rev. Ralph Koops said 
(The Canadian Story of the CRC) – maybe it 
was the best decision at the time. But perhaps 
the ruling needs to be revisited. Form a study 
committee to find out more about the experi-
ences of women in ministry in the CRC now, 
as one respondent suggested. How can we 
do a better job supporting them? This is not, 
as one pastor pointed out, “about individual 
empowerment but the mission of the church. 
We want to serve!” 

our survey asked pastors whether they 
saw the Christian Reformed Church overall 
to be a denomination that welcomes or re-
sists female pastors. Half said “welcoming” 
and half said “resistant,” with this answer 
characterizing them all: “I have experi-
enced both. My Classis has been very sup-
portive, but there’s only one other woman 
ordained in the entire classis, so that’s not 
very ‘welcoming.’ our denomination’s 
ecclesiastical emphasis on the local church 
means that each church can be completely 
unique in its reception of women.”

For two decades, ordained women have 

been leading within “a denomination that can’t 
make its mind up if [we] belong there or not.”

On the same team
Despite these issues, many female pastors 
wish that discussions (and surveys!) on the 
topic were no longer necessary. “I didn’t go 
into ministry to prove a point,” more than 
one woman emphasized (Survey of CRCNA 
women in ministry). 

“This all just makes me so sad,” another 
pastor told me, “because we want the same 
thing: to bring people into a saving relation-
ship with Jesus Christ! We’re on the same 
team! There’s so much wasted energy and 
emotion.”

If there’s one theme that came up again 
and again, it was this plea to churches: 
“Judge us by our gifts, talents, callings and 
passions, not by our gender.”

What advice would you give to a woman 
in seminary in 2016? CC asked. 

“Don’t be surprised by resistance. You will 
find it in the friendliest and most supportive 
of churches and you will find it in yourself.”

“Resist the urge to be like the men,” said 
another. “Be good at who you are and what 
you do. Don’t fight. Instead, be gracious to 
other people and their differing points of 
view. Speak up when necessary, but not to 
prove a point or fight.”

As a pastor who graduated from semi-
nary two years ago pointed out, “If you 
go looking for a battle, I suppose you can 
find one, but that’s not really why you’re 
in seminary.”  

Imagination and leadership
In the early 90s, Edith Sinnema of Fellowship 
CRC in Edmonton depicted a bird with a bro-
ken wing at Synod to illustrate how keeping 
women from ordination hurt the mission of 
the church. In her MA Advanced Research 
Project, Bakale focused on how women ex-
perience authority – “the ways in which they 
imaginatively understand who they are and 
what they do as pastors” – rather than focus 
on the old question of whether or not women 
should have authority. She did this by pull-
ing out prevailing themes and metaphors 
from the stories of ordained women, in the 
hope that re-imagining how women think 
about ministry will open up more avenues 
for them to serve. At first, the common motifs 

were of the pastor as a shepherd, servant or 
coach. Within the familiar Body of Christ as 
a family of faith, spiritual mothers, sisters and 
daughters were considered. 

other pastors described themselves like 
Henri Nouwen’s “wounded healer,” or as a 
“conduit for the Holy Spirit.” Some women see 
authority in patterns of listening, caring for oth-
ers and facilitating rather than taking charge. 
“The mother as pastor,” Bakale says, “is a 
metaphor of care and empowerment” (21). 

In Christian Courier’s survey, three pas-
tors listed Shiprah and Puah – the defiant 
midwives of Exodus 1 – among Scriptures’ 
most inspiring women. And it strikes me 
that this may be another worthwhile meta-
phor for ministry. The Christian Reformed 
Church in North America could use a few 
leaders with midwifery skills – caring, ob-
servant, patient, flexible and equipped for 
difficult transitions. 

“Last May,” one minister said, “I 
preached on the five women in baby Mo-
ses’s life. All of them ignored Pharaoh 
to keep this baby boy safe, and the thing 
is – none of them knew they were saving 
MoSES, they just knew what Pharaoh 
said was wrong, and they weren’t afraid 
to follow God and do his will. So here’s to 
Shiprah and Puah, to Jocebed, Miriam and 
Pharaoh’s daughter!” 

“Because of their actions,” Rev. Harmon 
echoed, “the people of God multiplied and 
became strong. May I be one who does the 
right thing in God’s eyes, even if it goes 
against other people’s wishes or desires, and 
enables the people of God to multiply and 
become strong in the way of Christ.” 

Angela Reitsma Bick is 
Editor of Christian Courier. 

Since she started with 
CC in 2009, the number

 of columnists who are 
women has increased 

from 25 to 44 percent.

Research data was gathered from the follow-
ing sources: interviews; Christian Courier’s 
survey; a survey of CRCNA women in minis-
try, conducted by Rev. Amanda Bakale and 
Rev. Shannon Jammal-Hollemans, 2015; 
and Rev. Amanda Bakale’s unpublished the-
sis “Clergywomen and Pastoral Authority,” 
Waterloo Lutheran Seminary, 2015. 

Five artists in Hope Fellowship CRC (Courtice, Ont.) created this series of paintings on the five women mentioned by name in Jesus' genealogy. 

Rev. Mary Hulst, Calvin College Chaplain 
(and former CC columnist), has just finished a 
book on the craft of preaching, out in May 2016.

Rev. Harmon of Nanaimo, B.C. 

The stained-glass ceiling continued
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Judith Farris

A new version of the New Testament is underway, written by 
First Nations people, for First Nations people. Terry Wild-
man, a pastor at Northport Indian united Methodist Church 
in Michigan and director of Rain Ministries, initiated and 
is leading the project. oneBook Canada has partnered with 
Rain Ministries, and Wycliffe Associates is supporting this 
project as well. This English version of the Bible aims to 
share scripture in a way that is culturally relevant to First 
Nations people of Turtle Island (North America).

The First Nations Version is being written in English, 
which is spoken by seven million Indigenous people in North 
America, rather than in a tribal language. one of the effects 
of residential schools in Canada, like the boarding schools 
in the united States, was that the majority of First Nations 
people became disconnected from their tribal languages. 
Among the 94 Calls to Action in the 2015 Final Report of 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada are four 
that are addressed specifically to the church: 58-61. In Call to 
Action 59, the church is called upon to educate congregations 
“about their church’s role in colonization.” 

In 2015, Wayne Johnson of oneBook was considering up-
dating some of the Bible translations that have been published 

in Native Canadian languages, but he realized that few First Na-
tions people speak – and even fewer read – their tribal language. 

Forming a partnership
Wayne searched online and quickly discovered Terry Wild-
man, who had already completed a picture book Birth of the 
Chosen One, illustrated by Ramone Romero, and When the 
Great Spirit Walked Among Us, which tells the stories of the 
four gospels for First Nations people. Terry began these proj-
ects because he noticed a lack of culturally relevant resources 
to use in his ministry. of using other Bible translations with 
First Nations people, Terry said, “It just wasn’t using word-
ing and a form of expression that they could really relate to.” 
He was already at work translating the New Testament, and 
Wayne offered oneBook’s support and experience in group 
translation to assist with this project.

Words for a heart language
The First Nations Version is being completed using a group 
translation method and the tools available through the 
translation software called Paratext. on September 13-18, 
2015, ten Native Americans from different tribes gathered 
at Wycliffe Associates office in Orlando, Florida to begin 
translating key terms. Choosing these terms involves 
people of many different tribes. Terry Wildman notes that 

the “powwow culture” has led to some common modes of 
expression and ways of storytelling. There is also a similar 
spiritual outlook, such as the medicine wheel, the circle of 
life, deep respect for creation and a belief in Creator. While 
the translation effort is not aimed at revitalizing a particular 
tribal language, it does aim to revitalize the storytelling 
style of Native elders (see Call to Action 61, point ii in 
the sidebar) by speaking in ways First Nations People can 
relate to and reflecting their “heart language.” 

The first step was to decide on translations for key Bible 
terms. The words were chosen carefully, with a keen aware-
ness of how some words have been misapplied in the past. 
For example, the word “sin” was often used in reference to 
Native culture in residential schools and boarding schools. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
(Luke 11:2-4, FNV from The Gospel of Luke: Shining 
Light Tells the Good Story)

Creator Sets Free [Jesus] smiled and said to them, “When 
you send your voice to the Great Spirit, here is how you 
should pray.

“o Great Father, the one who lives above us all, your 
name is sacred and holy. Bring your Good Road to us, 
where the beauty of your ways in the world above is 
reflected in the earth below. Provide for us day by day – 
the elk, the buffalo and the salmon; the corn, the squash 
and the wild rice; all the good things we need every day 
to feed our families. Release us from the things we have 
done wrong, in the same way we release others for the 
things done wrong to us, and guide us away from the 
things that tempt us to stray from your Good Road.” Continued on page 8

This group met in Florida last fall to begin translating key terms.

The First Nations Version of the Bible

Terry Wildman (right) and Wayne Johnson. 

they are praying for her. The article is a powerful testament 
to Christian friendship and community.

In May 2013, Bosma’s murder became international news. 
Like thousands of others, the young father had put an adver-
tisement online to sell his pickup truck. When he took two 
potential buyers for a test drive near his home in Ancaster, ont., 
he never returned. Dellen Millard of Toronto and Mark Smich 
of Oakville, Ont., have both pleaded not guilty to first-degree 
murder in Bosma’s death. Their trial is expected to take months.

Ancaster Christian Reformed Church in ontario is post-
ing a scripture verse at 10 a.m. each day during the trial. 

“Please join us wherever you are with a prayer to support 
the Bosma family, the crown attorney, judge and jurors and all 
those who are part of Tim’s trial,” asks Krista Dam-VandeKuyt 
who co-wrote the CC article now going viral online. 

As soon as the article appeared on CC’s website on 
Thursday, Feb. 4, the site was overrun by visitors and 
crashed several times due to extremely high volumes. The 
paper then decided to also post the feature on Facebook so 
readers could continue to access it. The story appears on 
the front page of the Feb. 8 print edition. 

“We published this article,” CC Editor Angela Reitsma 
Bick says, “because both Tim’s life and his death happened 
within this church community we’re in, and which CC 
comes from. The mainstream media will cover every aspect 
of the trial, but there’s more to a person’s life than the de-
tails of death. We wanted to print something meaningful.” 

The huge surge in visits to CC’s website and social media 
suggests many from across Canada and be-
yond are eager to learn more about Bosma 
and his Christian community. 

In the article, author Dam-VandeKuyt 
writes that Bosma was part of an active 
youth group at Ancaster Christian Re-
formed Church. “We weren’t model teen-
agers, but what we lacked in piety, we 
made up with heart – a genuine caring for 
our friends and family. A heart for God 
and a desire to do better.”  

She continues to explain how the 
friends who remained close since youth 
group staged a huge search campaign after 
Bosma’s sudden disappearance in May 
2013. “At first, we thought the phone call 
that morning was a prank,” she said. Soon 
it became clear their friend had become 

the completely random victim of a horrible crime. 
Now, several years later as court proceedings get on their 

way, the author writes in CC how the Ancaster church met 
in prayer to commit the trial’s outcome to 
God. “We cannot fully express our gratitude 
to our community in Christ,” writes Dam-
VandeKuyt on behalf of her friends.

Nandy Heule is a news writer in 
Toronto. Follow her @nandyheule.

Christian Courier article goes viral continued

The article reached the equivalent of one in every 100 Canadians.
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Christina de Jong

It is also true that God often mea-
sures his gifts by our desire to receive 
them, and by our cooperation with 
his grace, and the Holy Spirit will not 
waste any of his gifts on people who 
have little or no interest in them.

Thomas Merton

I don’t know about you, but I’m dizzy and becoming 
discouraged and disoriented.

The planet whirls and tilts and we are being click-baited 
faster than we can think. We could be lightly entertained 
by cat and dog YouTube and enlightened by memes 200 
percent of the time, but certain headlines make us pause 
for a moment here, and a moment there, at least. In this 
week alone: “14 Million Face Drought in Southern Africa”; 
“Syria Aid Pledges From Rich Countries Reach $10 Bil-
lion”; “Tim Bosma's Wife Takes Stand at Murder Trial”; 
“La Loche Mourns Teenage Brothers Killed in Mass Shoot-
ing”; “Zika Outbreak in Brazil: In Search of Answers.”

We speed through our days and fall into bed at night 
only to be faced with more of the same in the morning, 
as soon as we can open our eyes and focus on the screen 
of our devices.

But what are we missing? Possibly some of the very 
gifts that give our lives the deep inherent value that they 
have. Gifts that aren’t things. Gifts that are there for us 
every day if only we pay attention. Each other. This truth 
would only be echoed, possibly shouted, by any of those 
caught up in any of the headlines above.

Change what happens
Flying over “the pond” a few weeks ago I happened on a 
little-heralded movie starring Rachel MacAdams, Domn-
hall Gleeson and Bill Nighy, called About Time. This film 
achieved only a 70 percent approval rating on Rotten 
Tomatoes, but it is described as “beautifully filmed and 
unabashedly sincere.”

I must have been ready for something unabashedly 
sincere. And I think I was ready for the concept of this 
film too: “At the age of 21, Tim Lake (Domhnall Glee-
son) discovers he can travel in time. . . . The night after 
another unsatisfactory New Year’s party, Tim’s father 
(Bill Nighy) tells his son that the men in his family have 
always had the ability to travel through time. Tim can’t 
change history, but he can change what happens and has 
happened in his own life.” 

Imagine! Imagine if we could have the chance to get 
things really right. Imagine if we could prevent some-
thing tragic from happening. Imagine if we could focus 
on all the right things, all the right people, at the times 
when we most need to focus on them. We might need the 
do-over just to recover the last hour. or to change some-
thing that happened years ago. Imagine if Tim Bosma, 
the moment he realized the situation he was in, could 
clench his fists, shut his eyes and go back to the time 
before he even listed his truck on Kijiji.

About Time is not only a story of the boy getting the 
girl, but of life beyond that . . . marriage, a baby, work, 
ordinary life, sickness and loss. It’s the story of a healthy, 
happy family over the years. Admittedly, they are pos-
sibly so healthy and happy because of Tim’s father’s 
ability to travel back in time, to put things in his own 
life right. Realizing the importance of his family at a key 
moment, he turns back the clock so that he can spend and 
treasure the time with his wife, son, daughter and grand-
children. 

Don’t lose the plot
Bert Witvoet

When I was a young lad in the Neth-
erlands, I would stand during the 
congregational prayer. Not alone, mind 
you. All members of the male popula-
tion would rise during that prayer once 

they were old enough to stand for any length of time. 
The congregational prayer was not a short prayer, of 
course. Various illnesses, especially of older members, 
claimed attention for elaborate supplication. God must 
have smiled from time to time. He knew more than we 
did about the people we prayed for, and he must have 
wondered at times whether we knew enough. But God 
is not a fault-seeking listener, fortunately. He is more 
interested in our desire to connect with him than he is in 
knowing whether we have our prayer ducks in a row.

I don’t remember whether it was customary in the be-
ginning of our immigrant worship experience in Canada 
for male members to stand for the long prayer, but it was 
soon a thing of the past. In some people’s minds it may 
have looked as if we had scuttled the primacy of the 
male species. of course, today there are times during the 
worship service when those who are able are asked to 
stand for a prayer or a hymn. But not for the long prayer.

I must tell you though that some ten years ago Alice 
and I found ourselves in a conservative Reformed 
church in South Africa where the men were still ex-
pected to stand during the long prayer. It was interest-
ing because, even though this denomination had been 
in South Africa for a few hundred years, they still had 
managed to hang on to the strict worship format that I 
was used to from the days of my youth.

He is our God
Back home in Canada we have a few times wor-
shipped in an Anglican or Catholic church where 

worshipers do not stand but kneel during the congre-
gational prayer. Kneeling is one practice I wish our 
Calvinist churches had maintained after the Refor-
mation. I don’t know why some Protestants dropped 
that appropriate sign of submission. Was it because 
they did not want to supply kneeling benches or was 
it because they started worshiping in barns or sitting 
rooms? or was it a conscious decision to avoid any 
overt sign of devotion lest we focus too much on ap-
pearances? Whatever the reason, standing or sitting 
during prayer does not prevent us from submitting 
to God, of course, but there is no more universal and 
powerful sign of submission than to kneel before the 
most supreme being of all.

In that regard, nothing can inspire us more effectively 
than the words of Psalm 95:6 & 7 ringing out with joy 
and conviction: “Come let us bow down in worship, let 
us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for he is our God 
and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his 
care.” The stated reason for kneeling sounds convincing 
and irresistible: “for he is our God.” 

In biblical times to bend one’s knee before God was 
a profound act of worship. Bending your knees stated 
boldly yet simply that God is the source of all power 
and that the one on bended knee is ready to place his or 
her life and energy at the service of the Lord. Kneeling 
for prayer is not something that needs to be approved 
at a denominational or classical meeting. Any council 
can introduce such a practice, except, such a decision 
requires constructing costly kneeling benches. And 
what if the church uses moveable chairs instead of 
benches? 

Maybe singing praises while standing is the more 
practical decision to make. God provided most of us 
with strong enough knees and legs to make that upward 
position possible. And no carpentry skills and expenses 
are needed to make standing rather than kneeling a suit-
able option. It even makes showing a hint of joy with 
slow movement of the body possible . . . eh . . . as long 
as we keep in mind not to overdo it.

Not to overdo it? Hold on a minute, you cautious, 
mild-mannered, timid praise whisperers. Let Psalm 
98 speak please. “Give a shout for the Lord and play 
music on the harps! Blow trumpets and horns and shout 
to the Lord. Roar sea and every creature in you. Clap 
your hands, you rivers; you hills, sing together with joy 
before the Lord.” Let’er rip, people of God! 

Actually, Bert Witvoet (bert.witvoet@sympatico.ca) 
likes it when singing in church can express the full range 

of human emotion, including sad expressions of sorrow 
or calm confessions of faith.

Kneeling and standing

Continued on page 5

“Come let us . . . kneel before the Lord our Maker, for he 
is our God” (Ps. 95:6).
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Many years ago I saw the cartoon Cosmic 
Zoom by Eva Szasz (National Film Board, 
1968) and was awed by the glory of God’s 
creation. This cartoon starts with a boy and 
dog rowing on the ottawa River just behind 
the parliament buildings, then zooms out till 
a few minutes later we see the whole known 

creation. The video then zooms back in until it eventually 
shows how atoms are constructed. The whole cartoon takes 
about eight minutes. There are several other movies using 
this idea of starting with humans scaling up to see the whole 
creation and then scaling down to atoms and quarks, including 
Powers of Ten (1977) by Eames and Cosmic Eye (2012). (All 
three are easily found on the web).

What overwhelms me when seeing any of these films is 
the scale, size and complexity of the universe God created. 
At both the large astronomical scale and at the micro atomic 
scale, the richness of existing things is awe-inducing. When 
we look at our DNA and the way neurons in our brain are 
connected, we are reduced to silence by the construction 
of God’s world. The challenge of God to Job in the last 
few chapters (38-41) still stands before us. We know an 
incredible amount about God’s world at both the large and 
small scale, but it still leaves us with the phrase, “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Prov. 1:7a). 
We have seen and understand more than Job, but there is 
still much we do not know, and the beauty and richness of 
the creation is beyond words and understanding.

This richness of the creation speaks to the nature and scale 
of its creator. If we cannot imagine the scale and limits of 
the creation, then what can we say about the one who set it 

into being? “In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth” is how the Scripture starts. Science in all its power 
makes us humble in the face of the creator.

‘Out of the storm’
When I attend worship at my local church each Sunday, I 
find that this sense of awe and wonder of standing before 
the Creator of this universe seems to be missing. There is 
clearly a place to recognise that Jesus stood on this earth as 
one of us and that our relation to God is mediated by the 
second person of the Trinity, the Son of God. Without this 
intervention of God into the creation, we might not be in a 
position to know God. But it is another thing to suggest that 
we can simply be friends with God as we can with our fellow 
humans. The Word of God that spoke out of the whirlwind to 

Job is not a large presence in our Sunday morning worship.
Part of this can be seen in the physical nature of our 

worship; we do not have prayer benches in our churches 
to kneel in prayer, and we do not bow down to our Lord 
on prayer mats. In some churches they stand when the gos-
pel – the good news of God – is read. We stand for God’s 
salutation and benediction and on occasion to sing, but 
often it seems more an opportunity to stretch than a move of 
respect. In our services we have periods of silence, but these 
are times to reflect to ourselves and perhaps silently pray 
to God. They do not seem to be times to listen for God’s 
word to us, or even just to be silent before him (Habakkuk 
2:20). our church buildings are modest and do not inspire 
the awe of some of the great cathedrals in other traditions. 
We argue that the building is really just an unimportant 
shell for the true church which is the body of believers.

What should be the place of respect and awe in our 
reformed liturgy and theology? When Christ died on the 
cross, the curtain in the temple was torn from top to bottom. 
Does that mean we can now approach God as we would 
our neighbour? Are we walking on holy ground in church, 
and should we symbolically remove our sandals the way 
Moses did when he met God in the burning bush? What do 
our children learn from our casual, relaxed attitude to our 
worship? I don’t know the answers to these questions but 
do feel that the awe I sense in the lab should also be evident 
in my weekly corporate worship. 

Rudy Eikelboom (reikelboom@wlu.ca), who would like to 
kneel in church, is a member of the Waterloo CRC and a professor 
in the Psychology Department at Wilfrid Laurier University.

Creation-induced awe in worship

The richness of creation speaks to the nature and scale of its creator.

Blessed to be a Blessing:
Page 1 umbrella installation

Anita Van Zeumeren, Artist in Resi-
dence at New Life Church in Guelph, 
ont, hung 48 black umbrellas and 
one red one upside-down in the 
sanctuary, painting (and inverting) 
one per week to reflect the current 
scripture reading.

Why upside-down, forgoing the 
ability umbrellas have to protect? In 
this position, they would fill with rain, 
to illustrate how “Jesus chooses to 
become a vessel that carries the pain, 
the suffering and the injustices of the 
world as he lives a life laid down for 
love,” Van Zeumeren says. 

Sign of hope
Brokenness in 
my own life has 
resulted in lost 
time with my 
daughter in the 
last year and a 
half (my son is 
at university so 
that is a bit of 
an easier pill to 
swallow – he 
is officially 
“launched”). I 
never expected 
to live away 
from my daugh-
ter for any real 
length of time 
before she too would go off to university. While I was grateful for the role technol-
ogy didn’t play in About Time, I depend on FaceTime and Skype to connect with 
my daughter daily. But what I would give to turn back the clock to when she was 
home, dancing her heart out in the kitchen.

Most of all I was touched by the loving relationship between father and son. 
I can count on five fingers how many beautiful, healthy father-son relationships 
I’ve seen in movies. I think we need to see relationships like these: relationships 
that aren’t broken, relationships that are whole and full of love.

This film somehow gave me hope again, hope that we may still somehow get 
the chance to do things right. We might not be able to travel back in time, but we 
have the grace of God to work with. We have the Holy Spirit to remind us. And 
God’s forgiveness and abiding love where there is loss and heartache.

Let us pay attention to each other! 

Christina de Jong (christinahdejong@gmail.com) manages 
Digital Communications for World Renew in Burlington, Ontario.

Don’t lose the plot continued 

A healthy father-son relationship portrayed in About Time, a 
film that carries a lesson for all of us.

mailto:reikelboom@wlu.ca
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BRANDoN, Manitoba (ACNS) – After singing together in 
public for 19 years, “the Three Cantors” – three priests in the 
Anglican Church of Canada – will return to the church that 
hosted their first performance to sing a final concert before 
Cliff is consecrated as the seventh bishop of the diocese of 
Brandon, Manitoba. David Pickett is an archdeacon, Peter 
Wall is a dean and William Cliff is a soon-to-be bishop. 

But the three clergymen insist that it will not so much 
be farewell as goodbye for now. “We’re not calling it the 
last concert . . . but it certainly marks the end of the way 
the Three Cantors has been functioning thus far,” Wall told 
the Anglican Journal. “With me being in Brandon, it would 
mean flights every time we wanted to sing,” said Cliff, 
“[But] when my schedule and the other boys’ schedules 
can coalesce, we’ll find time to sing again.”

over the past two decades, the Three Cantors have be-
come something of a phenomenon in Canada’s Anglican 
Church. It all began when the three priests caught the ear 
of Archdeacon Peter Townshend while singing together at 
a Diocese of Huron clergy retreat in 1996. Townshend then 
asked Cliff, Pickett and Wall if they would be interested in 
singing a benefit concert at Grace Anglican in Brantford, 
ontario, to raise money for the relief and development arm 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, the Primates World 
Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF).

“We said, ‘Well, who would come?’” recalled Cliff. “And he 
said, ‘Well you leave that to me.’” The first concert sold more 
than 700 tickets, and interest in the group grew from there.

By now the priests have some 230 concerts under their 

STRASBouRG, France (CNA/EWTN News) – The Euro-
pean Parliament, on February 5, declared that genocide is 
taking place in the Middle East against Christians, Yazidis 
and other ethnic and religious minorities at the hands of 
the Islamic State.

A resolution adopted by the parliament states that “so-
called ‘ISIS/Da’esh’ commits genocide against Christians 
and Yazidis, and other religious and ethnic minorities.”

The vote followed a genocide resolution the previous week 
passed by the Parliamentary Assembly Council of Europe. 
That council is a leading human rights body and long-time 
partner with the European union on human rights concerns.

A genocide declaration is significant because it calls for 
members of the united Nations Security Council to refer 
the matter to the International Criminal Court, which would 
officially investigate to see if genocide is taking place.

According to the u.N. Genocide Convention of 1948, 
genocide is defined as actions taken with the intent to 
“destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or 
religious group.” Such actions could include murder, depri-
vation of vital resources like food and water, prevention of 
births or “causing serious bodily or mental harm.”

This genocide declaration by the European union also 
puts pressure on other major world powers to issue a similar 
resolution.

Must promote religious liberty
In the u.S., genocide resolutions have been introduced in the 
House and Senate but have not yet passed. The u.S. State 
Department has been expected for months to issue a declara-
tion that the Islamic State – also known as ISIS, ISIL, and 
Da’esh – is waging genocide, but it has been reported that 
the declaration would list only Yazidis as genocide victims. 
President obama has resisted any such declaration.

The u.S. Commission on International Religious Free-
dom (uSCIRF), a bipartisan commission that makes recom-
mendations to the State Department, has called for a designa-
tion of “Christian, Yazidi, Shi’a, Turkmen and Shabak com-
munities of Iraq and Syria as victims of genocide by ISIL.”

uSCIRF “also urges American and other world leaders 
to condemn the genocidal actions and crimes against hu-
manity of ISIL that have been directed at these groups and 
other ethnic and religious groups,” the statement continued.

The Eu resolution also called for the creation of a 
“special Eu representative for Freedom of Religion in the 
World.” The move was praised by the legal group ADF 
International as an important step toward promoting in-
ternational religious liberty. ADFI describes itself as “an 
alliance-building legal organization that advocates for the 
right of people to freely live out their faith.”  

“We applaud the European Parliament for having re-

sponded to clear and compelling evidence that Christians 
and other religious minorities in the Middle East are victims 
of intentional destruction and genocide,” stated Sophia 
Kuby, director of EU advocacy at ADFI.

“It was high time that the Eu responded to the undeniable 
evidence of this genocide which includes assassinations of 
church leaders, torture, mass murders, kidnapping, sexual en-
slavement and systematic rape of Christian and Yazidi girls and 
women, destruction of churches, monasteries and cemeteries.”

At press time there was no word of the Canadian govern-
ment’s reaction to the declaration. Neither CBC nor CTV 
reported the declaration. 

Marian Van Til, with files from LSN, Legatus 

oRLANDo, Florida – “It is no longer easy to be [ . . . ] an 
authentic witness to the truths of the Gospel,” Ivy League 
professor Robert George told a large crowd in orlando at 
the Legatus Summit for Catholic business people earlier 
this month. Dr. George is the McCormick Professor of 
Jurisprudence at Princeton university where he lectures 
on interpretation of the u.S. Constitution, civil liberties 
and the philosophy of law.  

He quoted Christ’s words, “If anyone wants to be my 
disciple, let him take up his cross and follow me.” North 
American Christians, “having become comfortable, had 
forgotten, or ignored, that timeless Gospel truth. There will 
be no ignoring it now,” George insisted. He asked, “Are 
we [Christians] prepared to give public witness to the mas-
sively politically incorrect truths of the Gospel, truths that 
the mandarins of an elite culture shaped by the dogmas of 
expressive individualism and me-generation liberalism do 
not wish to hear spoken?” 

George minced no words to his largely Christian and 
mostly Catholic audience: “Fearing to place in jeopardy the 
wealth we have piled up, the businesses we have built, the 

professional and social standing we have earned, the security 
and tranquility we enjoy, the opportunities for worldly ad-
vancement we cherish, the connections we have cultivated, 
the relationships we treasure, will we silently acquiesce to 
the destruction of innocent human lives or the demolition of 
marriage? Will we seek to ‘fit in,’ to be accepted, to live com-
fortably in the new Babylon? If so, our silence will speak. 
Its words will be the words of Peter, warming himself by the 
fire: ‘Jesus the Nazarean? I tell you, I do not know the man.’”

George warned, “one day we will give an account of 
all we have done and failed to do. . . . one thing alone will 
matter. Let me say this with maximum clarity: whether we 
stood up for the truth, speaking it out loud and in public, 
bearing the costs of discipleship that are inevitably imposed 
on faithful witnesses to truth by cultures that turn away 
from God and his law. Or were we ashamed of the Gospel?”

Robert George has held many prominent positions with 
social, legal and faith-based organizations and is currently an 
advisory board member of the independent Christian journal 
First Things. A former high-profile Democrat, George moved 
away from that party because of his pro-life views. New York 
Times writer David Kirkpatrick has called him America’s 
“most influential conservative Christian thinker.” 

After two decades, singing priest trio calls it quits as one becomes bishop  

EU joins voices labeling ISIS actions ‘genocide’

Princeton’s Robert George: Days of socially acceptable Christianity are over

Continued on page 7

“One day we will give an account of all we have done,” 
George emphasized.

Sinclair, Pickett and Wall warming up at St. George's Anglican 
church in Montreal, Que.

Many churches have been completely destroyed.
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Chris Meehan

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (CRCNA) – In a 
historic move, the 2015 General Synod of 
the Christian Reformed Church envisioned 
a new role for deacons which is now being 
implemented. Deacons will from now on 
be “serving as the leading edge in com-
munity transformation at both the local and 
regional levels as they address issues of 
justice and mercy,” says Andrew Ryskamp. 

Ryskamp retired last year as the director 
of World Renew-u.S. and will be help-
ing implement the diaconal changes. A sig-
nificant part of this vision, he says, allows 
deacons to be seated as classis and synod 
delegates, giving them parity with ministers 
and elders.

“While some classes are taking it step by 
step, most classes  are following the mandate 
of synod and proceeding to fully implement 
the decision with the seating of deacons,” 
says Ryskamp. While most classes won’t 
be meeting until later this month or in early 
March, Ryskamp is aware of at least one 
classis that has already met and appointed a 
deacon to serve as a delegate to synod. He 

says, “I’m tremendously encouraged by what 
I’ve seen so far. The diaconal leaders across 
Canada and the u.S. are working hard to 
make these changes a reality.”

In recent weeks, Ryskamp has attended 
meetings of various classes to discuss the 
changes and answer questions about the deci-
sion made by Synod 2015. He will continue 
to support classes, congregations and diaconal 
networks as they implement the changes.

The CRC has worked for many years 
to expand the role of deacons, which Rys-
kamp strongly supported while director of 
World Renew-u.S., and before that when he 
served as director of diaconal ministries for 
World Renew. “There has long been a desire 
on the part of the church for deacons to be 
in parity with other offices of the church, 
with elders and pastors,” he says, referring 
to significant reports in the CRC archives. 

Beyond ecclesiastical business 
Synod 2015 changed the CRC Church or-
der in several places to reflect the changes 
in the role of deacons. Also as the result 
of synod’s decision, classes are asked to 
reconsider the role they play, moving from 

being groups that tend to mostly handle 
the ecclesiastical business of the church to 
seeking ways to develop regional programs 
and ministries in concert with other congre-
gations, says Ryskamp.

The CRC has supported strong diaconal 
ministry for many years. At the local church 
level, the CRC is known for its care of mem-
bers that are hurting economically, CRC 
executive director Steven Timmermans told 
pastors and church councils in a letter. “Many 
refugees have been resettled with diaconal 
oversight, and many community ministries 
have either been started or well-supported 
with church volunteers and finances.” 

At Synod 2016 in June, deacons will 
have the opportunity to look at their role 

within the context of synod. “They will 
ensure that the work of mercy and justice at 
the local, national and international levels 
is not only a valid expression of their vi-
sion for the church, but that this expression 
of justice and mercy ministry is also well 
connected to the churches, and supported 
by them,” wrote Timmermans.

A sample of what this new diaconal 
mandate and structure could look like can 
be found on the crcna.org website under 
“Job Description for Deacons at the Local 
Church Level” and “Diaconal Ministry at 
the Classis Level.” In addition, The Net-
work has more information: (crcna.org/
network), as does Andrew Ryskamp (an-
drewryskamp@crcna.org). 

Marian Van Til, with files from EFC

ToRoNTo – In the wake of news reports 
indicating that Canada’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister Stéphane Dion may not renew the 
Trudeau government’s support for the of-
fice of Religious Freedom, the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada (EFC) has urged the 
minister in a February 1 letter to recon-
sider, urging him to continue the Office’s 
important work. Bruce Clemenger, EFC’s 
president, signed the letter.

The Office of Religious Freedom was 
instigated by former Prime Minister Harper 
and began its work on February 19, 2013. 
While it has faced some criticism during 
its three-year existence – for example, Hu-
manist Canada was unhappy that no secular 
organizations were consulted when creating 
the office; Bob Rae, then interim Liberal 
leader, questioned how it would fit into 
Canada’s broader human rights efforts; 
and some Muslim groups insist the office 

is too Christian-focused – the Office has 
won kudos. 

EFC called Minister Dion’s attention to 
the fact that the Office of Religious Free-
dom “is widely recognized for its excellent 
work. It has received support across faith 

groups, including most recently a letter of 
support from organizations representing 
Jewish, Sikh and Ahmadiyya Muslim Ca-
nadians. Its Ambassador is well respected 
across religious lines and brings an exper-
tise to the Ministry of Global Affairs and to 
the Government of Canada which is vital to 
Canada’s international engagement.”

‘The first freedom’
EFC sees a continued need for a specific 
religious freedom office, apart from entities 
that work for general human rights. Clem-
enger explained, “Religious freedom has 
been called the first freedom because where 
it is limited, so too are other rights. Reli-
gious freedom does not operate in isolation 
or to the detriment of other human rights. Its 
guarantee entails freedom of conscience, of 
speech, of expression and assembly.”

EFC further noted that “a focus on the 
fundamental right to religious freedom will 
promote the observance of other fundamen-

tal rights and freedoms. Just as a focus on 
gender equality or improving the nation-to-
nation relationship with Indigenous Peoples 
strengthens all of Canada, a focus on reli-
gious freedom can improve the observance 
of other human rights. The Office mandate 
notes that it “will be an important vehicle 
through which Canada can advance funda-
mental Canadian values, including freedom, 
democracy, human rights and the rule of 
law worldwide.” 

The evangelical group asserted that the 
need for a religious freedom office “is par-
ticularly critical now,” when the amount 
of religious persecution around the world 
is rising exponentially. They cite Pew Re-
search statistics which show that “more than 
three-quarters of the world’s population (77 
percent) was living with high or very high 
levels of restrictions on religion in 2013. This 
was an increase from 68 percent in 2007.”  

As of press time, Minister Dion had not 
responded. 

Evangelical Fellowship urges foreign affairs minister: Keep religious freedom office 

CRC implements changes to deacons’ office

belts, and have sung for three different 
Anglican primates as well as Governor 
General Adrienne Clarkson. They have 
performed on the CBC, with orchestra 
London, and have sung in churches across 
the country. The four albums they have 
produced have sold thousands of copies, 
and they have raised over $1.3 million for 
RWRDF. Thinking on all that, Wall says, 
“We’ve had a good run.”

Everybody gets to sing
So how did a vocal trio of busy parish 

priests become so popular? Part of it might 

be the sheer variety of material the group 
performs: church music, pop song, Broad-
way standards and humorous numbers. 
“It was certainly eclectic – we were doing 
everything and the kitchen sink,” said Cliff. 
But he thinks there is something deeper 
going on as well.

“[People] don’t sing in public very much 
anymore. I grew up when we still sang ‘God 
Save the Queen’ and ‘o Canada’ in theatres 
. . . and there were still pianos in pubs,” he 
said. “Church is one of the last places we 
sing together, and I think one of the things 
we’ve always done in the concerts is we’ve 

always included the congregation singing.”
The fact that the cantors are singing for 

a good cause has been another reason for 
people’s enthusiasm, Pickett suggested. 
“We have sung for everything – Children’s 
Breakfast Programs, for food banks, for 
Habitat for Humanity,” he said. “Every 
concert [asks for] a minimum donation 
to the PWRDF, but what a sponsor does 
beyond that . . . you sort of catch a spirit of 
the things that matter to people.”

While the group will inevitably be slow-
ing down following Cliff’s installment in 
Brandon next month, they are going out 

on a high note: their 22 February concert 
is launching their fifth album, which will 
include versions of some of their most 
popular material – Wall’s take on “old Man 
River,” for example, and Cliff’s rendition 
of “New Words.”

Yet, “there’s a certain kind of bitter-
sweetness,” Wall admits. “We’ve been 
doing this for so long, we’ve gotten pretty 
used to doing 10 or 12 things a year, and 
seeing each other and being in churches 
all over the place and meeting all sorts of 
wonderful people.” 

After two decades, singing priest trio calls it quits as one becomes bishop continued

Synod changed Church Order to reflect the changes in the role of deacons.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ALEx - HTTPS://WWW.FLICKR.COM/PHOTOS/ASKPANG/327577395

Funding for the Office of Religious Freedom runs 
out on March 31 unless Minister Dion renews it.
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In the supplementary materials to the first draft of the 
gospel of Luke, the translation group put it this way: “‘sin’ 
was often the length of our hair, or speaking in our native lan-
guage or anything related to our cultures” (137). In contrast, 
sin (hamartia in Greek) is translated in the First Nations 
Version as “bad hearts” or “broken ways” – “In other words, 
not living in the ways Creator made us to live” (137-138).

The term “Kingdom of God” is translated as the “good 
road,” avoiding images of the earthly king whose people broke 
treaties. The image of the “good road” evokes “a way of life 
that seeks to live in harmony with the Great Spirit’s plan for all 
of creation. To live in harmony with fellow human beings and 
all of creation could be called walking the good road” (138).

Also translated are names, such as “scroll keepers” for 
scribes, “Creator is my Promise” for Elizabeth, “Sacred 
Village of Peace” for Jerusalem, and “Creator Sets Free” for 
Jesus. Names contain deep meaning in native storytelling.

Shining Light Tells the Good Story
Group translation work continued in Calgary, Alberta from 
November 1-14, 2015. A team of 10 First Nations people 
developed a translation of Luke entitled The Gospel of Luke: 
Shining Light Tells the Good Story. Hundreds of copies have 
been distributed widely for community review and feedback. 

one of the reviewers is Georgina Spence of the Christian 
Reformed Church’s Indigenous Family Centre in Winni-
peg, Manitoba. In a YouTube interview, she commented, 
“I can envision it and have it in my imagination, the way I 
read it.” Other community reviewers have described read-

ing this version of the gospel of Luke as akin to sitting 
at their grandfather’s table, listening to his stories. one 
reviewer told Terry, “It’s like the elders are speaking to us 
through the Bible.” Input from community reviewers will 
be incorporated in the final copy of the New Testament. 

Next steps
The ultimate goal for the project is completion of a First 
Nations Version of the New Testament in the year 2017. 
It is an ambitious goal, but as Terry Wildman has stated, 
“we believe it is time for something like this. In fact, I 
would say, it’s past time.” The plan is for the Bible to be 
licensed as an open copyright and available online, as 
an app, through spoken means such as the project “Faith 
Comes by Hearing,” and through low-cost print editions. 

Widespread availability and use is the goal. 
The experience of working on this project has been heal-

ing. Terry Wildman has described working on the project as 
“a step of real restitution that goes along with reconciliation.” 
of the project, Wayne Johnson has said, “God is doing a 
wonderful work, and we have the privilege of being a part 
of that.” While the mandate of the project is to provide a 
Bible for First Nations people, Terry Wildman has said, and 
this article writer can attest, that the First Nations Version 
is also a “gift to the majority culture, that 
maybe by seeing Jesus through the eyes 
of a Native person, they might find things 
about Jesus they didn’t know before.” 

Judith Farris lives with her 
family in Sarnia, Ontario.

The First Nations Version of the Bible continued from page 3 Call to Action 61 of the Final Report 
of the TRC of Canada
Call to Action 61: We call upon church parties to the 
Settlement Agreement, in collaboration with Survivors 
and representatives of Aboriginal organizations, to 
establish permanent funding to Aboriginal people for:
i. Community-controlled healing and reconciliation projects.
ii. Community-controlled culture- and language-revi-

talization projects.
iii. Community-controlled education and relationship-

building projects.
iv. Regional dialogues for Indigenous spiritual leaders 

and youth to discuss Indigenous spirituality, self-
determination and reconciliation.

Second Thoughts
Kathy Vandergrift

Second            Thoughts

Taste & See
Monica deRegt

Kathy Vandergrift

“I hate your festivals! I take no delight in 
your solemn assemblies! . . . 
Take away the noise of your songs! 
But let justice roll down like waters and 
righteousness like a stream.” Amos 5:21-24

This text is not often chosen for worship 
services. Wonder why? 

Blunt warnings in Scripture about the link between wor-
ship and the lack of justice in our society make us uncomfort-
able. Like the Israelites, our worship can become an attempt 
to appease God when we sense that God is probably not 
pleased with what God sees in our corner of the world. More 
often, we want worship to be a feel-good escape for an hour 
from the stress and perplexity of our modern world. Scripture 
warns us against the disconnect that characterizes much of 
contemporary worship. We also lose out when it happens. 

Nick Wolterstorff, a leading Reformed thinker on justice 
and on art and liturgy, helps us think differently. When we 
work in society, he says, God is behind us, and when we go 
into worship we face God, bringing all our reality with us. 
Facing God, we lament the mess we are in, repent our role 
in it, hear the grand story that gives us a vision for a better 
world and be assured of God’s blessing. Then we go back 

out again with renewed energy because God is behind us. 
Others, reflecting on similar passages in the prophets, high-

light the Biblical teaching that justice is a pre-condition for 
worship. To symbolize that, some churches occasionally spend 
Sunday mornings in community service instead of formal wor-
ship. Some point out, from the other side, that justice work needs 
the personal renewal that worship can provide for sustainability. 
Both are true, but I find the posture that Wolterstorff highlights 
more useful to think about a more practical, integrated approach 
to worship and our public witness in society. 

Real-life social issues
To do this well requires that worship be tuned into our context, 
rather than escaping the messiness of our world to focus pri-
marily on the vertical and personal elements of our relationship 
to God. The vertical and the horizontal dimensions of our lives 
need to come together inside and outside the sanctuary. That 
intersection is what I often find missing in worship services 
where I sense the disconnect that the prophets warn against. 

My own experience in planning and leading liturgies and 
chairing worship committees shows that this is not easy to 
do. It is much easier to focus on God’s love for us and our 
personal response; that avoids the messiness, complexity and 
potential controversy that comes with bringing real-life so-

cial issues into liturgies, prayers and sermons. 
Fortunately there are more resources available 
these days, especially from sources like the 
Iona worship community in Scotland and the 
Calvin Institute for Christian Worship, which 
are now intentionally focusing on integrating 
worship and our role in society. 

Integrating righteous anger
One challenge I still find is dealing with anger 
well in worship. Injustice should make us 
angry because it makes God angry. Anger is 
different than lament, which we are learning to 

do again. The beloved Genevan psalms, for example, tend to 
tone down and personalize the anger about injustice in the 
Psalms. We pick the positive verses from the prophets, like 
Micah 6:8, and pass over the raw angry passages that portray 
the injustices of that day. If I rephrase the angry passages 
in the prophets into contemporary language for a liturgy, I 
will certainly be accused of being too political for a worship 
service, or being too free with Scripture. There is no similar 
concern when I or popular worship music use contemporary 
language for love texts. We prefer the soothing tones of love, 
which is essential, but somehow we also need to find ways to 
face God with righteous anger about the ways God’s world 
is messed up today. And it’s hard to go from anger to love, 
peace and joy within one hour in church.

In May some members of the Christian Reformed Church, 
coming from across Canada, will participate in an event that 
tries to bring these elements together. A Canadian CRC Na-
tional Gathering, to be held from May 6 – 8 in Waterloo, will 
combine honest and deep reflection on our context in Canada, 
the messy real world, with worship and spiritual renewal, 
facing God and ministry in practice, the work we do with 
God behind us. The more we learn to bring these together 
well, in special events and weekly worship services, the less 
embarrassed and guilty we will feel when we read the warn-
ing passages in Amos, Micah, Jeremiah and Isaiah out loud 
in church.  

God behind us and face-to-face

A sample call to worship 
In the midst of a world where people hunger and thirst . . . 
come worship a God who feeds the hungry.
In the midst of a world where people are abused and oppressed . . . 
come worship a God who calls for compassion and justice.
In the midst of a world filled with wars and rumour of war . . . 
come worship a God who desires nothing less than peace for the world.
In the midst of a world of spiritual emptiness . . . 
come worship a God who gives life meaning. 
Come worship a God whose grace and love know no end.

Taken from Sacraments and Seasons: Peacemaking Through Worship 
from Presbyterian Peacemaking Program. 

Kathy Vandergrift (kathyvandergrift@rogers.com), a public 
policy analyst, brings experience in government, social justice 
work and a Master’s Degree in Public Ethics to her reflections.

Meeting in Alberta last November to work on the book of Luke.



PAGE 9FEBRuARY 22, 2016

Reviews

Harriette Mostert

As literate human beings we live in the context of 
past, present and future. Considering the past as 
well as the future as we live from day to day is a 
basic skill we try to instill in children so that they 
can make wise plans that account for cause and 
effect. The author of Trees on Mars, however, 
observes that “Future” has become an obsession 
in the West. In fact, Hal Niedzviecki asserts that 
the faith of “technological fundamentalism” is 
increasingly being presented as our only hope.  

 In his detailed and well-researched book, 
Niedzviecki gathers a broad assortment of nar-
ratives with respect to the future. For example, 
he claims that a hybrid narrative of Genesis 1/
natural selection has guided modern human his-
tory: all change is natural and will be rewarded. 
He presents other approaches to the future drawn 

from indigenous people groups, adherents of Singularity (who expect immortality to be 
attained by merging humans and machines) and from an array of personal interviews. 

one intriguing section of the book was an exploration of the use of the term “innova-
tion” in history. While presented today as an unquestionable good, its original use at the 
time Greek city-states was negative. Innovation was alarming to Aristotle, who saw the 
potential of small changes to accumulate and destabilize society and culture at large. Later, 
in medieval Europe, innovations were equated with either heresy or treason. Disruption 
of the social order would not be tolerated, and any potential revolution was feared by the 
establishment. Today’s rhetoric of innovation as desirable has also cast the synonyms of 
upheaval, revolution and disruption in a positive light.

Why does Niedzviecki thunder against the “get to the future first” mentality? The 
bottom line for him is this: “The future is sabotaging the future.” He cites illustrations 
that include the way data is being used to invasively monitor human movement and 
consumption and the degradation wrought by the “consume and move on” pattern. To 
this, he adds the loss of meaningful jobs and the creation of monopolies that exploit both 
consumers and employees. He makes a strong case that what technology promises for 
the future cannot be delivered. Furthermore, the current anxiety epidemic seems to be 
the price we are paying to normalize unbridled change. 

Niedzviecki explores the counter-narrative of innovation by means of the Prepper 
movement. Such people are not taken in by the promises of technological innovation; they 
expect some kind of dystopian collapse to occur when items like prized SMART devices 
will become worthless. They are harnessing low-tech solutions and stockpiling food in order 
to be prepared when such eventualities arise. The author detects a basic similarity between 
Preppers and advocates of innovation; they both “have a secular belief system rooted in a 
sense of superiority over others” that uses products to gain from an uncertain future.  

Niedzviecki is mainly focused on the technological and economic changes that are 
dominating Western society. However, in the quest for innovation we see all kinds of 
cultural goods on the chopping block. He refers generally to institutions falling out of 
favour but does not specifically decry the departure from stabilizing forces like faith 
communities, marriage or family. However, his premise does include that the basic hu-
man need for stability and security cannot be sacrificed indefinitely in order to “own” 
the future. over and over, faith in technology to bring a brighter future will hit against 
the brick wall of reality.

His conclusion, he admits, will be unsatisfying for many readers. He has determined 
to decouple technology from hope. He does not expect that anything humans do will ar-
rest environmental and cultural decline. It is striking that Niedzviecki looks to his Jewish 
heritage and the Nazi era of ultimate disruption for an answer. He is inspired by Viktor 
Frankl, survivor of concentration camps and author of Man’s Search for Meaning, who 
asserted that we can find meaning in small acts of humanity even when circumstances 
are out of our control.

The idolatry of seeking hope in technology and the future is not new. C. S. Lewis al-
ludes to such demonic strategy in The Screwtape Letters, when Screwtape encourages 
“all those schemes of thought such as Creative Evolution, Scientific 
Humanism, or Communism, which fix men’s affections on the Future, 
on the very core of temporality. Hence nearly all vices are rooted in the 
future.” Trees on Mars can help us discern that idol’s modern bent.

Harriette Mostert is a teacher and writer who lives in Kitchener, Ontario 
with her husband, three teenage children and a very special tenant.

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema

In the mid 1800s, Samantha and 
her father live in New York City. 
Their Chinese ethnicity is occa-
sionally remarked on, but they 
nevertheless feel at home. When 
they move to St. Joe, Missouri, a 
predominantly white town with a 
few black slaves, they encounter 
a hostile environment. Though 
they are never welcome, Saman-
tha’s father buys and operates the 
Whistle, a dry goods store.

one day, Samantha – two 
months away from her sixteenth 
birthday – returns home after 
teaching violin lessons to several 
children, and smells smoke. Her 
worst fears are realized when 
she sees the Whistle engulfed in 
flames and learns that her father 
has died in the inferno.

When Ty Yorkshire, a disreputable, shady character offers to help the distraught, dis-
oriented teen, a series of tragic events unfolds forcing Samantha and Annamae, a slave, 
to escape for their lives. As hunted fugitives, they realize it isn’t safe for young women 
to travel alone. They decide to disguise themselves as young men and head out on the 
oregon Trail to California.

The girls get to know each other under hazardous circumstances. A tenacious, sisterly 
bond grows between them as they realize that discrimination is a reality they both have 
encountered and is a continuing threat to their survival. Annamae sums it up this way: 
“”I can’t decide which sticks out more, you’s yella face or my black one.”

Samantha and Annamae, having now renamed themselves Sammy and Andy, meet 
three cowboys – one Mexican and two Caucasians. The girls begin to travel with them 
and struggle daily to maintain their disguise, fearing the consequences of being discov-
ered for the fugitives that they are. The cowboys take the twosome under their wing. As 
dangers increase and sickness stalks, Sammy and Andy prove their mettle, and each plays 
a role in saving the other’s life, as well as the lives of the cowboys. A firm bond grows 
between them, and unique relationships emerge. Though separated by gender, ethnicity, 
and social status, the five become a unique family, where trust is exchanged and hope 
for the future is embraced.

Fast-paced and exciting, with a plot that excels 
in surprising twists and turns, Under a Painted 
Sky explores the spiritual struggles of both Sa-
mantha and Annamae. Author Stacey Lee capably 
deals with issues faced by Christians throughout 
history. Refreshingly, she has done so without 
being moralistic and preachy. She doesn’t allow 
her story to become a sermon or try to portray 
Christianity as a religion that solves all problems 
and sets its adherents on the road to fame and 
earthly riches. on the contrary, her characters 
jump off the page because their faith struggles reflect our own. Prayers, spiritual longings 
and insights, biblical truths and faith-filled hope permeate this young adult novel. At the 
same time, hilarious anecdotes, the characters’ idiosyncrasies and the development of 
several romantic relationships prove a light-hearted balance to the more serious issues 
with which the novel deals – racism, gender inequality and abuse.

After I read a few chapters of Under a Painted Sky, I sensed that Stacey Lee is a 
Christian. I turned to her acknowledgements at the back of the book. After reading her 
thanks to the myriad people who have helped her, I was thrilled to see 
these words: “Finally, thank you to God, through whom all things are 
possible.” In my estimation, Under a Painted Sky has done honour to 
the Lord of all creativity. 

Trees on Mars: Our Obsession with 
the Future 
by Hal Niedzviecki 
New York: Seven Stories Press, 2015

Evaluating the 
narrative of 
‘Owning the Future’

Under a Painted Sky
by Stacey Lee 
G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 2015

Spirit and 
struggle 
under a 
painted sky

Stacey Lee tackles hard topics with-
out being moralistic.

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema is a freelance writer living in St Catharines, Ont.
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Chris Cuthill

The place of the visual within Protestant 
worship is, for some congregations, a 
highly contentious matter. While music has 
enjoyed an important place in the history 
of Reformed worship, liturgical art is often 
viewed with a residual distrust that can be 
difficult to pinpoint. Some of this wariness 
is rooted in well-intentioned but misguided 
convictions about the place of the visual 
in worship that can be traced back to the 
Reformation. During the sixteenth century, 
many of the early Reformers marshalled 
Old Testament texts to prohibit the use of 
images considered idolatrous. While the 
Reformers rightly acknowledged some of 
the abuses of imagery in the late medieval 
period, the lingering mistrust of art within 
Reformed circles seems extended beyond 
these initial charges to a belief that art is 
little more than an unnecessary distraction 
from the core of worship. The Reformers 
offered a competing concept of worship 
that was distinct from their Catholic 
counterparts, and abdicated, either by ob-
stinate piety or stoic indifference, a great 
gift and responsibility.

Following the Council of Trent, the 
Catholic Church made efforts to correct 
internal abuses and reaffirm its role as 
a patron of the arts, calling upon artists 
to create direct but emotionally-persua-
sive religious paintings. Art, they argued, 
could inspire the spiritual imagination and 
serve as an important pedagogical tool for 
propagating the faith to the masses. The 
Reformers countered with the argument 
that the faithful should get their teaching 
straight from the word and encouraged new 
worship practices that placed a heightened 
emphasis on hearing God’s proclamation 
to his people. This new form of worship 
required a rearrangement of church furni-
ture, and the pulpit, from which the word 
could be preached and heard, symbolically 
replaced the Eucharist table as the primary 
of focus of worship. 

In the Reformed tradition, where the 
Bible as written word became the domain 
of the Protestant Imagination, worship 
was translated into a rich literary tradition, 
which, in the words of John Calvin, formed 
mental images far superior to the “percep-
tion of our eyes” (Institutes, xi, 12). It is 
telling, and of no coincidence, that the 
invention of the printing press and the first 
stirrings of the Protestant Reformation 
occurred at the same historical points. 
With this new technology, Reformers were 
not only able to foster their ideas through 
a distribution of the story into the ver-
nacular of the people, but were able to 
re-scope the horizons of theology within 
the hearing, structuring mind. Pictures for 
the Reformers implied more than a viola-
tion of God’s commands – they suggested 
the inadequacy of words in God’s self-
revelation. This emphasis on words led to 
an abdication of the visual dimension of 
worship and stark worship spaces were 
promoted that would allow the congregant 
to focus on the essentials – hearing God’s 
word and the sermon.

Matter matters
While the Reformed tradition has histor-

ically been restrictive in its use of visual 
art, the practice of many churches today is 
changing. There is a growing recognition 
that something valuable and important is 
lost when we restrict the practice of wor-
ship to speaking and hearing alone. Art, 
as many are learning, invites us to engage 
the worship experience as fully embodied 
and multi-sensory beings, and can offer an 
important counter to our impulse towards 
intellectualism in the worship experience. 
By affirming that matter matters, the pres-
ence of art is a reminder that the sum of 
who we are, body, mind and soul, is being 
reconciled to God. It can affirm the physic-
al fleshiness of our experience by creating 
a space, or setting, for the social practice 

of liturgy where we, the corporate body of 
believers, reflect on what it means to serve 
a God incarnate. Rather than distracting 
us from words, visual art can add a new 
dimension to the worship experience that 
serves the fullness of liturgy and promotes 
the sanctification of all of our faculties – 
imaginative, emotional and rational. Art 
has its own special place in what Jeremy 
Begbie calls the “ecology of theology.” It 
has much to teach us when we emphasize 
its possibilities to glorify God over the dan-
gers of pulling attention away from him. 
The promise of the gospel is restoring right 
relationships. As churches learn to nurture 
and celebrate the visual within the diverse 
spectrum of worship, they can invite God’s 
healing to this old wound. 

The art of worship

Top image: Metamorphosis at New Life CRC (Guelph, Ont.) by Floyd Elzinga signals the 
work of grace in us when we surrender our whole lives to God’s service. 
Bottom image: This dramatic Advent display at Gateway Community CRC (Abbotsford, 
B.C.) was transformed into a crown on Christmas Day to represent that Christ came not 
only as a baby, but also as our King.

Bamboo, Soichi Watanabe, 2008.

This rock is embedded into the entrance to the worship space at West End CRC 
(Edmonton, Alta.) and symbolizes God as our rock, and building on the Rock.

Chris Cuthill is Chair of the Art Department at Redeemer University College 
in Ancaster, Ont. where he teaches in the areas of Art History, Art Theory, Art 

Appreciation and the Theology of Art and Aesthetics. Cuthill is part of the Senior 
Executive at Flagship Gallery in Hamilton, a Christian cooperative art gallery, 

where he is also an exhibiting member. He lives in Hamilton with his wife Dawn, 
children Aurora and Asher, and a chubby beagle named Shaelea.
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Monica deRegt is the Features Editor for CC. She was delighted at the beauty 
and inspiration she found while curating the art and stories for this article.

1.

2. 3.

4.

5. 6. 7.

8.

About the images (please see page 16 for full descriptions and further 
information):
1. The Genealogy of Grace was created for an advent series based on Matthew 1 at Meadowvale 
CRC (Toronto, Ont.). 2. A series of ink drawings entitled “Meditations on the Passion,” ex-
hibited by Phil Irish during the Lenten season in 2015 at New Life CRC (Guelph, Ont.). 3. 
A stained glass mobile of flames based on spiritual gifts at Waterloo CRC (Waterloo, Ont.). 
4. Ribbons used during a Blue Christmas service at Immanuel CRC (Hamilton, Ont.) repre-
sent lost loved ones or other difficulties faced during the Christmas season. 5. This painting, 
Broken Wholeness, was cut into many pieces and reassembled on stage during the Day of 
Encouragement diaconal conference held in Ancaster, Ont. 6. Good Friday stones/cross 

9.

display, Waterloo CRC (Waterloo, Ont.). 7. A community hand print banner, created by a 
graduating class of Sunday School students at Meadowlands CRC (Ancaster, Ont.). 8. The 
Advent of our Incarnation displayed at Meadowvale CRC (Toronto, Ont.)  9. Windows to 
the Kingdom frames a sermon series about The Parables of Jesus at Gateway Community 
CRC (Abbotsford, B.C.).
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James C. Schaap

Bo Meredith was the penultimate darling 
little boy – round face, apple cheeks, floppy 
red hair and a glorious Lone Ranger’s mask 
of rusty freckles, ear to ear. Terry, his mother, 
the daughter of a Lutheran preacher from 
somewhere in the Midwest, had been com-
ing to Pomona Beach Church off and on for 
six months. 

Terry Meredith did the weather show on 
channel 9 – early morning shift with occa-
sional features. When she came to church, 
she seemed to make the entire sanctuary 
shine. She was the closest thing the church 
had to a real celebrity.

The Sunday in question wasn’t the first 
time Bo had raised his hand during prayer 
time. He always waited patiently, took a 
mic from the usher, stood and asked for 
prayer for his father’s head cold, for his 
teacher’s new baby or for his friend Josh 
who was moving somewhere across the 
country. Pastor Jack was not unaware that 
the little boy’s impromptu petitions brought 
more pure joy into the sanctuary than what-
ever new hymn the praise team had worked 
up – or the oldies, for that matter.

This time, it was his dog. 
“Yes,” little Bo said, when Jack called on 

him. He stood and his mother nudged the 
mic up closer to his mouth. “We got this 
new dog – a brown one.” He looked around 
to make sure that everyone was listening – 
amazing stage presence. “And I’m trying to 
teach him to do his toi-toi outside.”

Giggles all around. Pastor Jack tried not 
to smile. Terry raised her hand to her face 
to hide a blush. 

“Mom says that he’s got to learn or else 
he’s got to go.”

Sherm Hof laughed out loud. The sound 
of his ripsaw guffaw awakened everyone to 
the odd twist of Bo’s silly pun, and just like 
that laughter crackled across the sanctuary.

Which made Bo a little miffed. He didn’t 
mean this petition to be funny, so he looked 
around and the whole congregation suffered 
his furrowed eyebrows. “I love Henny,” he 
said. Henny had to be the dog. “But my dog 
has to learn to go outside.” 

“Henny,” Pastor Jack said. “We’ll remem-
ber Henny.”

Andy Farragut was wiping his eyes. 
Cordell Lanenburg was shaking his head 
in disbelief, and Shar, Pastor Jack’s wife, 
sitting with the praise team, wore her char-
acteristic naughty smile.

Joys and concerns 
Jack had long ago discovered that some 
moments in the “Joys and Concerns” part 
should really shut down the process. When 
some members would, in tears, announce 
unexpected deaths, he’d end the opportunity 
for sharing, but after Bo Meredith’s concerns 
about doggy do-do, he wanted more requests, 
a bundle more. 

“Others?” he said, smiling. 
But no one raised a hand. He looked down 

at the names he’d scratched on the back of 
the consistory minutes – the Adamson’s 
grandmother’s cancer, Barry Sanderson’s 
uncle, the Markham’s relatives here from 
somewhere east, starving in west Africa, 
and Pearl Smith’s effusive thanks for a great 
holiday season for her and her family.

“I don’t know if there is an encore,” he 
told the congregation, “but does anyone 
have anything else we should take to the 
Lord?”

He looked out over the chairs, hoping 
that someone might have something else so 
that not every last soul in the pews would be 
anxiously awaiting how he’d handle a pup’s 
housetraining. But the dog’s toilet habits had 
already blown cancer and death out of the 
water, and besides he really didn’t know yet 
how he was going to say what needed to be 
said – would he ask God to enter the heart 
of this dog and make him see the errors of 
his ways? How was he going to talk about it 
without turning the whole event into stand-
up comedy? 

No hands.
“Then let’s turn to the Lord in prayer.”
He started in on the cold snap and what it 

might be doing to the citrus farmers up north, 
how it was testing all of them and even 
turning the sanctuary cold (some people 
were wearing winter coats). He alluded to 
the death of lots and lots of vegetation, and 
the blizzards way up north where most of 
the congregation had relatives. The refer-
ence point was the overwhelming power 
of God Almighty, manifest in last week’s 
exceptional icy air that tumbled down from 
the north like a tidal surge.

That this God loved us – that was the joy. 
That this God of wind and rain and cold so 
potent it could turn south Florida chilly and 
gray, that this God loved mankind . . . that’s 
what he said because that’s what he thought. 

And that put him in mind of the hurricane 
– the one that had come ashore in September, 
long before the snowbirds had come, at 
Landis Beach, an hour south. 

It was the hurricane that became the focus 
of his prayer, even though he hadn’t planned 
it that way, even though it had struck several 
months earlier; but he’d spent two days him-
self carting trash away that week, and he’d 
seen homeowners whose considerable tears 
still hadn’t washed away that crushed and 
vacant look disaster always creates. Those 
people – and he mentioned some he’d met, 
by name – garnered most of his attention in 
that congregational prayer, until it was time 
to wind down and he went through the list 
scratched on the back of the bulletin.

Except Bo Meredith.
There was no excuse for his simply hav-

ing forgotten the kid and his dog. It was 
unbelievable that he could. 

But he did.
So when he said amen, he looked up at 

the congregation and knew immediately 
that he’d committed some horrific sin. Five 
seconds – that’s all it took, maybe less. Bo 
Meredith’s dog’s toilet-training lit up in the 

darkness in his mind. He’d forgotten the dog. 
He’d forgotten the kid’s dog.

“One more thing,” he said. And then, like 
a father before his children, he publicly 
re-folded his hands. Everyone followed his 
lead, understanding exactly what he was up 
to. Then he prayed for the dog – well, not for 
the dog exactly, but for Bo and the dog. For 
a moment he thought about praying for Bo’s 
mom’s unforgiving heart, but he assumed 
that would be pushing things. He said he 
hoped that the Meredith’s new puppy would 
bring joy into the life of the family. And then, 
once again, he said amen. 

The congregation seemed much more 
appreciative. They were all smiles.

Terry Meredith called him on Tuesday. 
“Did you see my feature?” she said. He 

had. She’d taken a camera crew to Landis 
Beach and done a video essay – no voice-
over whatsoever – a two-minute series of 
shots of people still digging out of the mess, 
close-ups of the devastation, close-ups of 
the people.

 “Your prayer last Sunday,” she said, “it 
made me think about going back there – 
it’s so easy to forget, you know? It’s been 
months now and it’s not over for those 
people.”

“It was very powerful,” he said. “Nicely 
done.”

“Thanks,” she said. “You know, there’s 
an old adage from the theater–” she told 
him, “never share the spots with a kid or a 
dog – something like that.” And then there 
was silence. “You just get upstaged.”

“I hadn’t heard that one,” he said.
“Can we do that to the Lord?” she asked.
“I’m not following,” he said.
“I wonder – you know, about Bo and the 

dog? Can we make God silly?”
“I don’t think we can make God anything,” 

he said. “God is God.”
“That’s not what I mean,” she told him. 

“In our minds – can we make him look less 
than he is?”

“I suppose the best answer for that is that 
we can never make him all that he is – we 
just don’t get it all. We probably never will.”

“But we can shrink him, can’t we?” she 
said. “And we like doing it, too. We can 
make him a pet.”

Jack had a sense of where this was going. 
“If you’re saying that you shouldn’t have let 
Bo say what he did–”

“I’m not saying that,” she said. “But you 
know, you’ve been to Landis Beach. You 
know what those people are still going 
through?”

“I was there last week,” he said, “lugging 
out broken drywall.”

Behind her, he could hear the sounds of 
something frying on the stove. “Well, I just 

thought I’d tell you that Henny’s doing okay 
– hitting the papers quite regularly now. It’s 
as if somebody up there heard the request.”

Jack laughed. 
And then she waited again. “I don’t care, 

Jack,” she told him. “I’m going to tell him 
that the whole church doesn’t need to know 
that – is that wrong?”

“You’re his mother,” he said.
“I met a woman today – 74 years old. 

She’s got family in upstate New York, but 
they don’t visit much, you know?” 

He’d been in Florida long enough to 
know the type – deserted, lonely. 

“This woman’s really got nothing now. I 
don’t know. That seems so huge.” 

“And you’re thinking about toi-toi?” he 
said. 

“Maybe I’m too Lutheran.”
“Everybody loved it,” he said.
“That’s what I mean,” she said. “The dog 

got his own prayer.”
“You’re too Lutheran,” he told her.
“Yeah,” she said, “maybe I am. Well, I just 

wondered if you saw the feature.”
“It was wonderful,” he told her again.
“Maybe I am too Lutheran,” she said. “I’ll 

work on it.” And then she hung up.

“So,” Jack’s wife said, “is the dog doing his 
thing outside?”

“Everything’s honky-dory,” he said. 
Shar looked up and smiled. “What a doll 

– that kid. I swear, I’ll never forget it – doggy 
doo-doo. What a hoot!”

“Anything else?” he said.
“What do you mean?” Shar asked.
“I mean, do you remember anything else?”
“Remember?–”
“From the prayers – on Sunday? Do you 

remember anything else?”
“How can you with a kid like that saying 

what he did? – I mean, he stole the whole 
show, Jack. You know that.”

“I guess he did,” Jack said.

A kid and a dog

James C. Schaap taught literature and writing at Dordt College 
in Sioux Center, Iowa, for more than 30 years. He’s the author 
of many books, including CRC Family Album: the Unfinished 
Story of the CRC and Up the Hill, recently published as an e-
book through New Rivers Press. 
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Worship in the 
winter

I worship at Bradenton CRC 
when wintering in Florida. 
By my standards,  i t’s  a 
megachurch. Let me tell you 
how they do Christmas. The 
huge stage showcases six 

tastefully-decorated Christmas trees. A 
gorgeous tablescape displays a massive 
Advent candelabra and dozens of white 
poinsettias. Sumptuous wreaths hang on 
either side of a screen scrolling through 
a tapestry of seasonal images – like an 
animated scene with evening snow falling 
gently on a rustic stable and palm trees. 
Perhaps not meteorologically faithful to 
Bethlehem (or Florida), but lovely. 

The visually lush interior invites wonder. 
Now add in musical gifts of professional 
depth and skill every week. As twinkling 
lights dapple her instrument, a violinist plays 

a heavenly version of “What Child is This?” 
The choir presents a layered and nuanced 
hymn, “Christ Has Come.” A soloist sings 
a simple and unaffected “The Lord’s Prayer.” 
Best of all, on the organ, the “Hallelujah 
Chorus” as a postlude. I can’t leave the 
sanctuary. I sit until the last note dies away, 
transfixed by the organist’s virtuosity.

The music director introduces various 
parts of the liturgy in synchronized flow 
with the pastor. No pauses . . . the service 
just rolls. The pastor is preaching through 
John 17, a series about why Christ came 
to earth. He’s comfortable, adept at using 
the remote control to seamlessly add or 
subtract slides in conjunction with his 
sermon. I like what I’m learning. He says, 
for example, that the invitation for the 
disciples to call God “Father” is a new 
and radical addition to traditional Jewish 
prayer; in the Old Testament, God was 
addressed as Father of the nation, but never 
as an individual’s personal Father. It’s a 
detail I’ve not heard before.

He’s already preached the same sermon at 
the 8:30 a.m. service. Services are arranged 
this way to accommodate us – the snow-
birds. Bradenton CRC deserves praise for 
its hospitality. The influx of winter visitors 
could be viewed as an annoying disruption 

to normal church routines. Instead, we 
are warmly welcomed by way of friendly 
greeters, name tags and volunteers who 
direct traffic flow. The bulletin is clearly 
designed to assist newcomers. Brochures 
introduce ways in which snowbirds can 
become involved in church activities.

A sacrifice of praise
This past year, though, I was home for 
Christmas, worshipping in my own church. 
Although the scale of pageantry is not as 
grand as that of Bradenton CRC, there was 
plenty to appreciate. Vibrant and celebra-
tory Advent banners, lovingly stitched by 
one of our own. A luxe Advent candle set, 
a gift from church members. Evocative 
powerpoint images carefully selected by 
a volunteer. Special music provided by 
those with musical talent. A candlelight 
service organized by the youth group. The 
exuberance of Sunday School kids ringing 
their jingle bells on Christmas morning.

There’s really nothing like worshipping 
at home. When you have insider know-
ledge of all that goes on behind-the-scenes 
to create meaningful worship, you begin to 
understand that rather odd phrase, a “sacri-
fice of praise.” The sound guy has managed 
to wedge in a Thursday evening rehearsal 
with the praise team while juggling holiday 
overtime shifts. I’m still having Sunday 
morning breakfast when some anonymous 
farmer in his John Deere tractor is clearing 
the parking lot of snow. The flautist is 

already there too, warming up, while the 
custodian is hurriedly throwing salt on the 
sidewalks. 

In an essay entitled “Ambition: Lilies 
that Fester” author and pastor Eugene 
Peterson credits another author, Wendell 
Berry, for schooling him in the priceless 
value of the homegrown: “. . . the more 
local life is, the more intense, more colour-
ful, more rich because it has limits. These 
limits, instead of being interpreted as lim-
itations to be broken through, are treasured 
as boundaries to respect.” However small 
the farm, insists Berry, or however humble 
the parish, Peterson concurs, it’s a place of 
inestimable worth.

As I worship in my familiar pew, closer 
to the front than the back, on the west 
side of the sanctuary, I tuck Peterson’s 
conclusion, inspired by Berry, close to my 
heart, a ringing endorsement, not only of 
my Wyoming church and Bradenton CRC, 
but of every faithful Christian fellowship: 

“The congregation is topsoil – seething with 
energy and organisms that have incredible 
capacities for assimilating death and par-
ticipating in resurrection. The only biblical 
stance is awe, fear of the Lord. When I see 
what is before me, really before me, I take 
off my shoes before the burning bush of 
congregationalism.”
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'Participating in 
resurrection'

Cathy Smith is a retired teacher and  
Contributing Editor with CC.

Brian Doerksen

Several years ago I was surprised and 
somewhat miffed to find a tree I had re-
cently planted chopped down. The neigh-
bour boy had chopped it down. When his 
father asked him why, he responded with, 

“It was dead anyway.” As most of us know, 
deciduous trees always appear barren and 
lifeless in winter. 

What about us? How should we respond 
when we feel empty and lifeless and ex-
perience winter in our spiritual journey? 
Worship in the winter looks and sounds a 
little different than worship in springtime or 
harvest. It’s more oriented around silence, 
waiting and trust. It includes expressions 
of lament. Thankfully we have the ancient 
book of Psalms leading the way. Its time-
tested pattern of orientation, disorientation 
and reorientation still rings true for the 
human spiritual journey.  

Winter songs
Psalm 1 speaks of a tree beside the stream 
bearing fruit in season. All is well for the 
righteous. Everything is morally black or 
white. Orientation. Check. (Take a mo-
ment to read Psalm 1 in your favourite 
version. If music helps you connect, lis-
ten to the setting of ‘The Way’ by The 

SHIYR Poets from Songs for the Journey 
Volume 1.) If only we could stay here. 
But eventually the winds of change blow, 
relational conflict bites and we start to 
see shades of grey. Our souls start to ache 
from the confusing cold. We have entered 
winter . . . despite our strongest protests 
and positive confessions. What to do? 
I’m so grateful that people who walked 
this path before us left us a record of their 
journey of faith. We can pray and sing the 
words of Psalm 6, Psalm 13 and many 
more. Forty percent of the Psalms are built 
on lament. I think of these as winter songs, 
completely truthful in the moment, yet still 
leading us to an expression of trust in God, 
who remains alive even when we feel like 
a barren winter tree. We lament and cry 
out to God not because we have no hope, 
but because we do. (To experience this 
musically, listen to ‘The SHIYR Poets’ new 
version of Psalm 13 ‘How Long’ found on 
Songs for the Journey Volume 2.) 

Drawing on the tap root
I believe deeply in the power of singing 
spiritual songs of worship. Songs plant 
profound truths into our God-given back 
up hard drive and help keep us emotion-
ally healthy. However, sometimes singing 
feels forced and can be unhelpful. It’s OK 
to not sing. Let those around you carry the 
song for a season. Stay connected. Don’t 
feel like you have to say or sing anything. 
(This is one example of when the ancient 

words found in our creeds can also be help-
ful.) And when even the sound of singing 
becomes too abrasive, it’s alright to retreat 
into silence. God will be there too. God is 
present in each of our winters. Worship 
in the winter is primarily about deep trust. 
It’s drawing upon the taproot of God’s life 
and love. At some point, each of our lives 
will be laid bare through conflict, grief or 
even simply old age. A healthy response in 
worship includes expressions of pain. An 
unhealthy response would attempt to attach 
fake leaves on the tree of our life, pre-
tending we are no longer in winter. Simply 
trust and stand. We are loved . . . even in 
the bleakness of winter. 

(For further music on this topic, listen 
to “Will you love me in the winter?” found 
on Brian’s album Level Ground.)

Brian Doerksen lives in 
Western Canada, alternat-
ing between Three Hills, 
Alta. where he directs 
the “Music & Worship 
Arts” program at Prairie 

College with a focus on mentoring the next 
generation of songwriters, and in Abbots-
ford, B.C., where he is part of a band called 
The SHIYR Poets (pronounced “Sheer”) 
who are setting the ancient Psalms in se-
quence to new folk-rock tunes. He continues 
to be blessed by his 30 plus year marriage 
to Joyce and enjoys each of his unique six 
children, several of whom have Fragile X 
Syndrome. His songs include “Come Now 
is the Time to Worship,” “Faithful One.’ 
“The River” and more recently songs 
from the Psalms like “Watching Over Me” 
(Psalm 3) and “Safe” (Psalm 20).  

Wyoming CRC
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It happened again. I sat 
through worship .  The 
music was good. The liturgy 
was a standard Reformed/
Presbyterian one. The ser-
mon was Biblical. Yet there 

was no energy. I felt like an observer.
Public worship is an event. Our culture 

likes events. We have sporting events, event 
centres for concerts and conventions, and 
event calendars. Many events today are 
spectator activities. We go to see what 
others are doing. Those watching a sporting 
event might cheer for their team, but they 
are not playing the game. Because of this 
non-participatory nature, we don’t need to 
be there. We can watch it on TV or on our 
devices and cheer, even though it is not the 
same as being at a live event.

Liturgy
The Reformers objected that worship 
had become a spectator sport. The priests 
did the work. The choirs sang the songs. 
The people watched and listened. The 
Reformers called for a return to “liturgy,” 
which means “the work of the people.” 
Let’s call for liturgy today.

Church liturgy does not require all do-
ing the same thing in every church every 
Sunday. We are aware of the danger of 
repeated patterns becoming meaningless 
rituals. The greater danger today is “trad-
itional” and “contemporary” passive pat-
terns of worship. Our singing becomes the 
cheering of the crowd, not the interactions 
of participants. When we act in worship, 
it is with minimal effort and often unclear 
meaning. 

For meaningful worship, liturgy pro-
vides structure to participate in community 
and leaders to help us act. 

Covenant renewal
The event of worship is covenant renewal. 
God partners with us through covenants. 
We need renewal because covenants get 
broken or forgotten. When covenant is 
forgotten, we are either alone or in conflict, 
in a world of alienation or confrontation. 
Worship calls us out of that world to return 
to covenant with God and humanity.

God created us for partnership with him 
and each other to develop his world. When 
that world became grievously broken, 
God made a covenant with all creation 
and staked his life on it with the sign of 
the rainbow (Gen. 9). Again God staked 
his life on his covenant keeping when he 
walked between the dead animal pieces 
before Abram (Gen. 15). Then God asked 
Abraham to actively entrust his future to 
the promise (Gen. 17). God covenanted to 
create a new people and new way of life 
(Ex.19-24), and he covenanted a priesthood 
to help his people in their sins (Num. 25). 
God covenanted leadership for his people 
through the line of David (2 Sam. 7).

God calls us to respond. Moses called 
for renewal in Deuteronomy before Israel 
entered the Land, and Joshua made the 
call again in the Land. The Prophets were 
agents calling for covenant renewal. The 
New Covenant in Jesus Christ is all these 
renewed, expanded and empowered. 

In worship we enter into covenant re-
newal, into the new covenant, into God’s 
long story, promises and purposes. This is a 
meeting with the Lord (YHWH, his coven-
ant name) of history and with his people 
then, now and everywhere.

Action
We are called to do worship, to participate, 
to act. If public worship is only informa-
tion, there is no need to come. Read instead. 
If worship is only personal, don’t come. 
Take a walk alone and reflect on God in-
stead. If worship is covenant renewal, you 
need to come to meet God and his people. 
Participate.

The challenge for worship leaders is to 
help people act, to do liturgy. The event 
starts with God’s initiative, with God’s 
greeting, with God’s grace. Help us ap-
propriate that grace into our broken and 
forgetful lives. Lead us in responding to 
that grace in prayer, praise and practice. 

Worship has engaged us aurally in 
music, verbally in words and visually in the 
arts. We need more kinesthetic worship. We 
can use our bodies to respond, not just our 
minds. What is the covenant renewal mean-
ing of standing, sitting, kneeling, coming 
forward, shaking hands, lifting hands? How 
can offerings be joyous covenant partici-
pation, not just a way to pay the bills, or 
something to be embarrassed about? Can 
we recover processions? What would it be 
to participate bodily in the Lord’s Supper? 
Let us, the people, engage the Word with 
our hearts, heads and hands; ears, eyes and 
our whole body.

The event of active covenant renewal 
will have outcomes. We will come out of 
worship changed, renewed, reinvigorated 
for life as God’s people acting for renewal 
in a broken world. 

Ambassador: 
Bridging the divide The worship 

event
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I was the piano player 
for our worship service 
at St. James Anglican 
church one Sunday 
last summer, just as 
we were hearing and 
seeing nightly reports 

about refugees arriving in Greece on 
overcrowded boats. The songs for the 
service had been picked ahead of time, 
but I had thought that our congregation 
could benefit from learning “What Does 
the Lord Require?” (lyrics by Albert 
Bayly and tune by Erik Routley). In 
our worship services, new songs are 
sometimes sung before the service. I 
introduced the song (#293 in Psalter 
Hymnal, 1987, and found in many other 
hymnals) by referring to “doing jus-
tice” in connection to the horrific stories 
about refugees. 

When it came time for the New 
Testament reading, our friend Gillian 
read the lectionary text from James 2:1-
10 slowly, with expression but without 
histrionics. The connection between 
dismissing the unimportant in James’ 
church audience and current history 
jumped out at me. 

Ken, our lay reader, commented on 
Mark 7:24-37 and its relevance to James 
2. He finished his sermon by reading the 
James text again, from The Message. 
Again, slowly and clearly: letting the 
text speak rather using it.

‘Show no partiality’
After the service was over, I was im-
patient to talk with friends Paul and 
Esmé. It appeared that they wanted to 
talk to me, too. In a union of kindred 
minds we said as one, “We should do 
something for these refugees.” We 
looked around at the fellowship hall 
of our rather small congregation and 
said, “We could almost do this with just 
the people here.” Paul suggested that I 
check the paperwork about refugees and 
call him back. I tried looking at the web-
site from the Government of Canada. 
Just as I was becoming discouraged by 
the daunting legal babble, I heard that a 
“group of five” in the town of Smithers, 
population 5000+, had already begun 
the sponsorship procedure. 

Paul and Esmé, Betsey and I talked 
this over and decided that we should not 
try to do a sponsorship with our congre-
gation but join and support the group 
already started. Like that group, we did 

not want to limit compassion to Christian 
refugees. Like that group, we wanted the 
project to be community-based. So we 
contacted them and pitched in. 

When our church congregation’s 
guiding committee met, we joined them 
to inform them of our actions, about the 
local group, and how the worship ser-
vice had moved us to become involved. 
“Do you want us to approve what you 
are doing?” someone asked.  

“No, we were wondering if the con-
gregation would want to give some 
sort of formal endorsement of the local 
refugee project.” 

Said and done. Before the week 
was up, the local congregation com-
mittee had scheduled a soup and bun 
evening fundraiser, which was widely 
advertised in the community. When 
the day came, the fellowship hall was 
packed, information about the project 
and prayer was shared and then the 
meal began. (For those who are used 
to city life, this information: one of the 
items on the menu was grouse soup, the 
grouse having been provided by one of 
the church members who is a grouse 
hunter.) The event raised more than 
$13,000. A “Get-to-Know-Syria” night 
raised about $14,000 more. At present 
the fund stands at $81,000. 

The first refugee family will arrive 
in February and March. This family 
has relatives in Smithers, B.C., already. 
A second family will arrive as soon as 
the paperwork is finished; the process 
has been speeded up considerably in 
the last month. 

Rich in faith
This project allowed us to work 
with people who are not professing 
Christians, to pray with them and per-
haps to demonstrate that the exclusiv-
ist, narrow Christians we hear about 
in some places in Canada and the U.S. 
are not necessarily representative of 
Christ’s body. I think all those working 
on the refugee sponsorship project have 
gained respect for each other. 

Christian worship stimulated at least 
the four of us – Paul, Esmé, Betsey and 
me – and many more in the congrega-
tion towards this project as a desire to 
do justice. Might we have joined the 
sponsorship group without that Sunday 
worship? Who knows? Like the blind 
man Jesus healed, we testify to what 
we have experienced: “One thing I do 
know. I was blind but now I see!”

What does the 
Lord require?

Curt Gesch has preached quite a num-
ber of sermons. He thinks that reading 
the words of scripture is more impor-
tant than his own exposition. His next 
sermon will be short. Rev. Tom Wolthuis is a minister in the 

Christian Reformed Church.

Has worship become a spectator sport?
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 There I was, quietly sitting 
on the park bench, over-
looking the tree-lined river. 
The darkness had set in; 
the only light was coming 
from the odd park lamp 
that worked. My eyes had 

adjusted to the dark and I could see things 
around me, occasional passersby. My heart 
was racing and my emotions were on high 
alert. It was if I were high on drugs, but I 
wasn’t. This area was known to be where 
gay guys came to hook up. Here, in the 
darkness of the park, I was looking for 
someone to take notice of me or someone 
I could notice. Who would be it today? 
My ideals were high and I would not look 
twice if you didn’t fit a certain image. 
This coming to the park late at night had 
become a ritual of worship for me, and 
for years I was caught by its allure. It had 
become part of my life and it wasn’t easy 
to stop. 

Years later I can look back at my be-
haviour and see the fragility of the human 
condition. You see, we have been designed 
by God to worship him and him alone. Yet 
our humanness draws us away to worship 

anything but him. Some people describe 
themselves as having an addictive person-
ality, and I’ve even said that on numerous 
occasions. I wonder, however, if it’s not so 
much an addictive personality as it is the 
propensity to worship anything but God. 
If we are called to worship God in spirit 
and truth with our whole body, soul, mind 
and spirit, then we should come to a place 
where nothing takes precedent over this 
worship. Yet what tends to happen instead?

Just like the Israelites, when the going 
gets tough we forget or get discouraged 
and begin building our own idols of wor-
ship. We bow our knees to others gods 
and we feast on anything but the Lord’s 
presence. When I begin to feel dissatis-
fied because I am not “feeling” God’s 
love, or I’m just not sensing his presence, 
do I press in to worship him or do I seek 
something else to take his place? It’s so 
easy to begin worshiping something else 
to fill that void in our lives. I am prone to 
worshiping created things rather than the 
creator. Why? Because, if we are honest, 
it’s easier. It’s easier to watch TV and be 
entertained or to become preoccupied with 
social media – and while these things are 

not inherently bad or sinful, when they 
take over your life and demand more atten-
tion than God they have become an idol 
that you are worshiping. 

Wired to worship
Idols of worship can take many socially 
acceptable forms. Fitness and health, suc-
cess and money, food, material goods, sex, 
relationships and social gatherings, marriage, 
family and children, gender and our sense of 
identity are all things which are good and 
valuable to us. They are given to us by God 
to be stewarded for his Kingdom work. Yet 
they can become more valuable and import-
ant to us than God and to the plans that he 
has for not only us but those who have yet 
to believe in God. But even when we’ve 
displaced God, we blame him when we don’t 
receive what we believe we are entitled to. 
We stop worshiping him when things are 

taken away from us or when we struggle 
with any one of these areas.

In my life I’ve come to realize that I 
need to worship God in spirit and truth. I 
know how easy it is for this human being to 
blame God when things don’t go the way I 
want them to. I’m on the lookout for those 
things that try to tempt my eyes and heart 
to turn away from the Lord, and I truthfully 
confess when I do. So let us turn our eyes 
toward God, the author and finisher of our 
faith, who deserves our worship and our 
affection. May we all love and worship 
the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, 
strength and mind.  

Kenny Warkentin is Associate Pastor at 
Trinity Baptist Church in Winnipeg, where he 
lives with his wife Paula and their daugh-
ter Phoebe. He blogs at kennypwarkentin.
blogspot.com.
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Worship in spirit 
and truth

In many churches, across de-
nominations, public worship 
has changed vastly in the last 
few decades. Popular music 
styles and electronic instru-
ments have been adopted; 

preaching styles have changed and sermons 
shortened; services may be less formal, with 
much congregational participation. Some 
churches so try to avoid “liturgy” that you 
may not know what’s going to happen in a 
service from one Sunday – or even one mo-
ment – to the next. And some of the elements 
that used to be part of every service have 
disappeared. 

“Liturgy,” by the way, doesn’t necessarily 
mean “formality.” A service consisting of 
spontaneous songs, Bible reading, sermon 
and prayers still has a liturgy. If you worship 
in a Reformed church, chances are your ser-
vices do have the elements I just mentioned, 
plus a few more: a greeting, an offering, a 
benediction.

Have you ever thought about why (or if?) 
all those things are really necessary to a ser-
vice, or whether there are other elements that 
should be there and no longer are? Where did 
Reformed churches get those elements, and 
they still important in our digital age?

If you guessed that most of the elements 
still found in today’s Reformed worship ser-
vices can be traced back 500 years to Calvin 

and the Reformation, you would be right. 
The strong Reformed emphasis on sermons 
in public worship came, understandably, from 
the fact that the Mass and accumulated extra-
biblical traditions had greatly obscured the 
Word. But there’s much more to Reformed 
worship, all of it carefully thought out and 
based on biblical principles and models. 

Worship must first and always be God-
directed. Yes, worship is a “dialogue” be-
tween God and his people. But we’re not 
equal partners. God speaks; we his creatures 
and servants, listen and respond – a pat-
tern that occurs throughout every Reformed 
service.  

Communal sin  
confession needed?
Calvin’s services began with an invocation: 
“Our help is in the name of the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth” (Ps. 124:8). This im-
mediately acknowledges God as our Creator 
and our need of his help (the pastor, on our 
behalf is “invoking” God’s name and help). It 
makes sense, then, that the first thing Calvin’s 
congregation did after that was to communal-
ly confess their sins. The pastor then absolved 
the congregation (assured them of pardon) on 
God’s behalf. 

Confession and absolution at the outset 
of worship immediately acknowledges our 
position as sinners and need for a Saviour and 

accepts God’s gracious forgiveness. Then, 
we can carry on our worship in right stand-
ing with God, open to hearing and receiving 
his Word, and giving him thanks and praise 
with pure and joyful hearts. (If your church 
no longer includes a communal confession 
of sin you might ask your pastor or council 
why not.)    

The Ten Commandments have also had 
a place in Reformed worship since Calvin. 
Calvin saw the Commandments as guides 
to thankful living rather than guilt-laying 
convicters of sin. Thus, in Calvin’s services 
the Commandments came at the end of the 
Confession/Absolution, in essence saying to 
the congregation: you’ve confessed your sin, 
now let the commandments guide your life of 
thankfulness to God for his saving grace. (Not 
incidentally, Calvin’s congregations sang the 
commandments, and the several Psalms in the 
service. There were no hymns, i.e, nothing 
sung without direct words from Scripture.)  

There was, of course, other Scripture read-
ing and a sermon – a very long sermon, which 
was the main vehicle for teaching biblical 
truths to 16th century congregations made 
up primarily of people who could not read. 
Calvin’s services ended with a collection 
taken for the poor, intercessory prayers, con-
fessing the Apostles Creed, another Psalm 
and a benediction (the pastor blessing the 
people on God’s behalf). 

Weekly confession of the Apostles’ or 
Nicene Creed together has also fallen by the 
wayside in many churches. That’s a serious 
omission. It both deprives the congregation 
of the opportunity to remind themselves and 
each other of the basic tenets of the biblical 
faith they individually and communally be-
lieve, but it also prevents a feeling of tangible 
connection to “the church of all ages,” on 
earth and in heaven, which for centuries 
confessed these truths before us.

That connection can also be felt in the 
Eucharist. It might surprise you to know that 
Calvin advocated weekly Communion, but 
the magistrates in Geneva decided that that 
was too “Romish,” so they vetoed Calvin’s 
wish, adopting the still common Reformed 
practice of Communion every three months. 

Reformed worship can be summed up, 
I think, with this phrase: God speaks, we 
respond. If everything included in a service 
keeps that in view it eliminates the most 
egregious modern attitude evident in many 
services, across denominational lines: that 
worship is really about me and my “felt 
needs.” Of course God does meet our needs 
(if not always in the way we’d like). God 
is the sum of all things and the only proper 
object of our adoration. We know that, but we 
need to make sure that our weekly worship 
still reflects that truth. 

Marian Van Til (mvantil@roadrunner.
com) is a former Christian Courier editor 
living in Youngstown, N.Y.  She blogs at 
ReformedRevelry.wordpress.com.

Toddlers to Teens
Denise Dykstra

Christ @ Culture
Lloyd Rang

My Window Seat
Mendelt Hoekstra

Principalities
& Powers
David Koyzis

Technically Speaking
Derek Schuurman

Intangible Things
Heidi Vander Slikke

Country Living

Everyday Christian
Cathy Smith

Getting Unstuck
Arlene Van Hove

Flowers and Thistles

The Public Square
Harry Antonides

Singing the 
Truth
Marian Van Til

From the Lab
Rudy Eikelboom

Words from
Wild Horses
Warkentins

Patchwork Words Our World Today
Bert Hielema

Curt Gesch

Meindert Vander Galien

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

Melissa Kuipers

What is Reformed worship?



Image descriptions
Embedded Rock, West End CRC (Edmonton, Alta.) 

Rev. Bob DeMoor explains: “This big rock is actually 
embedded in the floor, symbolizing God as our rock, 
building on the rock, etc. It’s at the main entrance to 
the worship space so everyone walks past it on the 
way in and on the way out. We use that rock for fu-
nerals . . .  the family and close friends gather around 
it informally, often with the casket next to it. We 
read some Scripture, pray and share some stories and 
memories of the departed.” Photo: Christine Godbout

“Metamorphosis,” new Life CrC (Guelph, ont.) 
“Metamorphosis is the Greek word translated as 
“transformation” in Romans 12:2, and it signals the 
work of grace in us when we surrender our whole 
lives to God’s service,” explains Worship Ministry 
Coordinator, nicole ensing. “Floyd elzinga’s artwork 
(floydelzinga.com) gives us a symbolic window into 
that life-long character formation process – as we 
start small and vulnerable, grow in our foundations 
and poise, and yet also at times crack and break and 
fail – even miserably. Yet there is always hope, for 
Christ is working in us and we work into Christ and 
his body, to flower and flourish in his forgiveness, 
buoyed up by the Spirit who blows through and bends 
our branches. Then the fruit of the Spirit may be fully 
manifest in our character, to bless and make beautiful 
our small corner of creation.”

White trees/crown advent display, Gateway Com-
munity CRC (Abbotsford, B.C.) Sophie Van Dorp, 
member of the creative team at Gateway Commu-
nity CRC, explains that the main idea of this display 
is the crown in the middle, which was unveiled on 
Christmas day, symbolizing Christ coming not only 
as a baby, but also as our King and the Saviour of the 
whole world. 

1. “The Genealogy of Grace,” Meadowvale CRC 
(Toronto, Ont.) This piece was created for an advent 
series based on Matthew 1. “Each Sunday the pas-
tor preached on a different woman included in the 
genealogy of Jesus,” shares artist Anita VanZeume-
ren. “As we studied the examples of grace through 
the stories of Tamar, Ruth, Rahab and Bathsheba, our 
own adoption into the family of God became more 
tangible. We, too, have amazing stories of how God 
drew us into the family of God. i created this Christ-
mas tree of books to celebrate the reality that through 
the incarnation, life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
we are all included in the life of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.” Photo: AnitA VAnZeuMeren

2.  Phil Irish created a series of ink drawings entitled 
“Meditations on the Passion” which were exhibited 
by new Life CrC (Guelph, ont.) during the Lenten 
season 2015. Phil partnered each meditation with a 
scripture reading, taking the viewer on a visual jour-
ney through the events of Passion Week (philirish.
com). Photo: niCoLe ensinG

3. Stained-glass mobile, Waterloo CRC (Waterloo, Ont.) 
Nelda Looyenga writes that many of the liturgical art 
pieces at Waterloo CRC were the result of congre-
gational participation. this glass flame mobile was 
created by Nelda and her husband Pieter based on 
spiritual gifts self-identified by the congregation.

.
4. As part of a Blue Christmas service held by Im-

manuel CRC (Hamilton, Ont.) each year, participants 
are given a blue ribbon at the beginning of the service 
to represent lost loved ones or other sorrow and loss 
felt during the Christmas season. During the service 
there is opportunity to place the ribbons by the candle 
to symbolize Christ’s nearness to us in our suffering. 
Photo: GLendA hornsVeLd

5. “Broken Wholeness,” a painting by Anita VanZeu-
meran (Meadowvale CRC), was cut into many pieces 
after it was painted, and then reassembled on stage dur-
ing the “Day of Encouragement” diaconal conference 
held in Ancaster, Ontario. The theme of the day was 
“One Body, One Mission, Many Parts.” Anita says, “I 
chose the image of communion because each time we 
take it we are reminded of Christ’s sacrifice; his broken 
body and poured out blood that brings us wholeness. 
We, the church, are the body of Christ. With Christ as 
our example we are called to live lives that exemplify 
the ‘life laid down loving’ that Jesus modelled for us. 
The broken world that is so in need of the good news 
is represented by the broken glass. The audience was 
encouraged to see themselves represented by one of the 
pieces and as they were fitted into the whole picture, 
it was to be a reminder that each part is necessary and 
useful to God and his plan of redemption.”

6. Good Friday stones/cross display, Waterloo CRC. 
The stones are representative of the burden of sin 
that weighs upon us all. Jesus carried the weight of 
sorrow, condemnation, suffering, separation, despair 
and death so that, although we may experience these 
things from time to time, we know that Jesus walks 
along with us and ultimately sets us free. As mem-
bers left the service, they were invited to place their 
stone beneath the Christ candle in the Fellowship Hall 
– leaving behind worries, letting go of the weight, 
marking an encounter with God, and remembering 
the time Jesus spent in the grave until Easter morning.

7. Community Hands banner, Meadowlands CRC (An-
caster, Ont.)  This banner was made during a congre-
gational service in 2013, according to member Andrea 
deVries. during the final year of sunday school, stu-
dents learn about all the parts of the worship service 
and then they plan and run the worship service on the 
day that they graduate. This class wanted to make a 
banner which involved the entire congregation. They 
were excited to be involved with helping people paint 
their hands and directing them to stamp the material. 
They wanted the word “Community” on the banner. 
PHOTO: ANDREA DEVRIES

8. “The Advent of our Incarnation,” Meadowvale CRC. 
“This was an advent full of digging into the beauty of 
Jesus becoming fully human and exploring our own 
humanity and how God lives and moves within us,” 
says Anita VanZeumeren. “We collected approximate-
ly 300 drinking glass and assembled them on a round 
table. they were of all types and sizes to represent the 
diversity of humanity. One of them represented Jesus 
with the only defining feature being a simple gold 
rim. Each week the ‘Jesus glass’ was in a different 
place and the children were encouraged to find him 
‘among’ us. each week the glasses were filled with 
different things from our communion juice to gift 
tags, water, sand or a candle – metaphors of how God 
fills us with his presence, equipping us for service and 
life with him.”  

9. “Windows to the Kingdom” was developed by the 
Creative team at Gateway Community CrC (Ab-
botsford, B.C.) to accompany a sermon series by that 
same name on the Parables of Jesus. The imagery of 
windows allows us to feel that we are being given a 
glimpse of Jesus’ vision for true kingdom living. 
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Creating visual arts for worship is a multi-generational 
experience at Meadowlands CRC (Ancaster, Ont.). Alyssa 
DeVries and Claire Heida put finishing touches on the 
Epiphany art banner, used at the conclusion of the Advent/
Christmas season. 

Art of worship (continued from page 11)

"The light of Epiphany is also shown in the cosmos and it 
reminds us of the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. 
The light that God sent into our darkness is here and shines 
for the whole world to see," explains Andrea DeVries, 
member of the Visual Arts Committee at Meadowlands CRC 
in Ancaster, Ont.

http://floydelzinga.com
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Obituary

Pastor 
The CRC of Collingwood ON, is seeking a pastor 
who desires to lead a small, dedicated congregation. 
We seek a spiritual leader who is gifted in preaching,  
meeting the pastoral needs of our congregation and 
mentoring us to reach out with love to the community 
around us. 

For more information, please contact Jeff Beck at  
jandcbeck@hotmail.com

Interim Pastor
John Calvin CRC in Truro NS is looking for an 
interim pastor for no less than a 3 month period and 
possibly longer beginning April 1. 

Contact: Kelseywithrow@hotmail.com

Seeking applicants for the position of 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR 
The National Director will be responsible for en-
suring that Diaconal Ministries Canada fulfills its 
mandate of partnering with diaconates, churches 
and parachurch organizations across Canada to 
demonstrate God’s love in the community.

For more information please 
visit our website at 

diaconalministries.com/careers.

Christian Courier Classifieds:  Please place the job posting below with logo, in CCC for the months of 
January and February 2016: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seeking applicants for the position of 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR 
 
The National Director will be responsible for ensuring that Diaconal Ministries Canada fulfills its mandate 
of partnering with diaconates, churches and parachurch organizations across Canada to demonstrate 
God’s love in the community. 
 
For more information please visit our website at www.diaconalministries.com/careers. 
 
 
 
 

 

For Rent

Wellingstone Christian Homes, an 
Independent Seniors Living Community in 
Hamilton has a one bedroom unit for sale.  

Please call the office @ 905-383-0754  
for more information.

Vacations
Holiday accomodation in Holland 
with vehicle rentals and tours. 

chestnutlane.nl

Florida Rental - Fort Myers home 
 with pool for rent by the week or month.  

Now available for Feb. 1 to March 12.

Please call 905-630-6711 to find out more.

Home Exchange Wanted
Would you like to explore the Niagara re-
gion during the month of June of this year? 
We live in St.Catharines and would like to 
spend June in the Vancouver area.

If a home exchange tickles your fancy, please 
give Bert and Alice Witvoet a call at 905 684-
3991 or email us at awit@sympatico.ca. 

Open Positions:  
Part Time Counsellor 

– London ON                  
Part Time Counsellor 

– Burlington ON

If you want the opportunity to utilize your skills and passions for helping provide hope 
and healing in the context of a soul-caring, professional, Christian community, this 
job just might be right for you. Established in 1990, Christian Counselling Centre is a 
non-profit organization providing care for human souls.  Our passion is to help oth-
ers live deeply from their hearts and experience relational transformation.  Christian 
Counselling Centre provides Biblically- Based  counselling and support to individuals 
and faith communities. Christian Counselling Centre also provides various other op-
portunities for personal growth, deep encouragement and Christian spiritual forma-
tion. For those wanting to work closely in a team setting, we are currently looking to 
expand our existing counselling staff. 

All candidates must:
•  Have a Master’s Degree in Counselling, Counselling & Guidance, Psychology 
     or other behavioral science from an accredited university.
•  Agree with the Statement of Faith of Christian Counselling Centre.
•  Have a strong, growing faith in Jesus Christ.
•  Be currently involved in a local Christian church community.
•  Demonstrate strong organizational skills (detail-oriented)
•  Have a working knowledge of Microsoft Office Suite and Client Management 
    software.

The ideal candidate will also have:
•  Experience, education or training in a Biblical counselling model.
•  Three or more years of counselling experience.
•  Demonstrated interest in teaching skills and concepts in a variety of settings  
   (i.e. guest speaking, small groups, etc.)

If you are interested in applying for this position, please email the following  
information to: info@christiancounsellingcenter.ca

Cover letter, Resume and Your personal Statement of Faith.

November 3,1929 - January 14, 2016

Rennie Schroor-Kamphuis
Rennie was born in Korttehemmen, The 
Netherlands and moved to Canada in Au-
gust, 1951. She lived in Toronto, Sarnia, 
Wyoming, Niagara Falls and Brampton.

She was engaged to Evert Kroesbergen, 
who died suddenly two weeks before 
their wedding. Later on, she married John 
Kamphuis of Niagara Falls. This marriage 
ended after seven years. The last 14 years 
she lived at Holland Christian Homes (HCH), 
Brampton. She welcomed everyone to her 
home where she had her special place in 
the lobby.

Her Lord welcomed her to her last home, 
January 14, 2016.

Dear sister to Gerald Schroor (predeceased 
by Irene), Weis (Sipke) Paulusma. Dear Aunt 
to Jitske (Meino) Draaistra, Grietje (Jan) 
Boonstra, Pieter (Patricia) Paulusma, Geert 
Paulusma, all of The Netherlands, as well 
as George (Karen) Schroor, Marjorie Troy, 
Theresa (Dale) Kirouac in Canada. She 
also leaves behind many great nieces and 
nephews and one great great niece. 

Internment was at Meadowvale Cemetary. 
A memorial service was held at HCH with 
Pastor Debruin officiating.

Rennie lived a life of service to others.

Scripture: John 14:1-6 and Job 19:23-27

For the family: Gerald Schroor
         223 Cromwell Ave 
                        Oshawa ON  L1J 4T7

The Niagara Association for Christian Education is Seeking an 

Executive Director 
The Niagara Association for Christian Education is an inter-denominational Christian 
school system comprised of two sites which are nestled in the heart of the Niagara 
Peninsula. The schools provide a safe, positive atmosphere in which students can 
explore God’s amazing world and develop their gifts and abilities. 

The current opportunity will suit a Christian leader who is interested in leading 
an organization through a three person administrative team, which consists of 
the Executive Director and a Principal at each of its two sites. The successful 
candidate will have the appropriate combination of vision, leadership, interpersonal 
skills, business acumen, development and educational experience. 

The Executive Director is the Board’s sole official connection to the operation 
through which it seeks to fulfill its vision to develop a vibrant community that 
understands the value of excellent Christ-centered education, which is available to 
an economically, ethnically and denominationally diverse membership. 

More information about the position can be found in the Opportunity Profile posted 
at www.nace.ca/news-and-info. Nominations for the position should address the 
candidate’s suitability. Applications for the position are to include a letter of interest 
and curriculum vitae. 

Kindly direct nominations and applications in confidence to: 
NACE Search Committee 
Mrs. Wendy Colyn, Administrative Assistant to the Search Committee, 
6470 Regional Road # 14, 
Smithville, ON, L0R 2A0 
executivedirectorsearch@nace.ca

Other questions and inquiries may be directed to: 
Mr. Brian Verheul 
647-808-7355
verheulandassociates@cogeco.ca

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mountainview
CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH  

is currently seeking a part-time 
 

Youth Director 
 

The Youth Director will provide leadership to the
Youth Ministry Team of Mountainview Church
by encouraging, motivating and coaching
church members to be effective youth leaders.
S/he will be responsible for providing vision,
direction and support to the Youth Ministry
Team and support and encouragement to point
leaders in the GEMS, Cadets, Youth and Young
Adult ministries of the church.

The opportunity being offered is for 20 hours
per week. The anticipated start date is April 1,
2016. More information about the opportunity
can be found in the Job Summary posted at
www.mountainviewcrc.org/youthdirectorsearch.
Applications for the position are to include a
letter of interest and résumé.

Kindly direct applications and nominations
in confidence to:

Youth Director Search,
c/o Kathy Kralt, Human Resources Team,

290 Main Street East, Grimsby, ON, L3M 1P8
or e-mail to: hr@mountainviewcrc.org

Job Opportunities

mailto:jandcbeck%40hotmail.com?subject=
Kelseywithrow@hotmail.com
mailto:awit%40sympatico.ca?subject=
mailto:info%40christiancounsellingcenter.ca?subject=
http://www.nace.ca/news-and-info
mailto:executivedirectorsearch%40nace.ca?subject=
mailto:verheulandassociates@cogeco.ca
mailto:hr%40mountainviewcrc.org?subject=
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Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church St.  St. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

Ian H. Russell - Director
 Holly Rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.
The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
287 Station St.

Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0 
Serving Families 
for 4 Generations

Director:  Thomas C Merritt
Fax 905-957-1371 Ph: 905-957-7031
Website: merritt-fh.com

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  1 Keefer Road

St. Catharines, Ontario  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

GARY VAN EYK,  CMA 
Certified Management             
Accountant 

50 Lakeport Rd. Ste 201 
St. Catharines 
ON L2N 4P7 

Email: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
Bus: 905-646-7331  
Fx: 905-646-0951

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
E-mail: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 upper James st., Hamilton

905-383-2981

Mark Nyman 
Sales Representative  

905-537-9655

Fred Hagen 
Broker  

905-541-4549

905-648-4451
Working together  

to serve you better.

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

Classifieds

DEADLINE Christian Courier is 
published on the second and forth 
Mondays of the month. Deadline is 
13 days prior to publication date.

SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
  admin@christiancourier.ca
See christiancourier.ca for more 
information.

Wonder where these are going?
They are coming to our website in increasing numbers.
Here is your opportunity to take advantage and adver-
tise on our site. 
For more information, contact Ineke at 

admin@christiancourier.ca 

The Woodstock Dutch 

Theatre Presents

http://www.linkcharity.ca
http://www.csservices.ca
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Calendar of Events
March 4 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER Friday at 2:00 p.m. To find an event in your area, 

visit: www.wicc.org. (The Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada)
March 5 Woodstock Dutch Theatre presents "Abseilin". Market Centre Theatre, Wood-

stock  2 p.m. & 8 p.m. Tickets at ticket scene.ca or phone 519-709-1402. See ad.
March 12 Woodstock Dutch Theatre presents "Abseilin". Great Lakes Christian College, 

Beamsville,  2 p.m.Tickets at ticket scene.ca or phone 519-709-1402
March 19  Woodstock Dutch Theatre presents "Abseilin". Blyth Memorial Community 

Hall, 8 p.m. Tickets at ticket scene.ca or phone 519-709-1402
April 1 Woodstock Dutch Theatre presents "Abseilin". London Dutch Canadian Hall, 8 

p.m. Tickets at ticket scene.ca or phone 519-709-1402
May 6-8 Canada Gathering 2016 Keeping in step with the spirit. Wilfrid Laurier University, 

Waterloo, Ontario. See ad p.20.
May 14 Spring Friendship Festival, Clearview 

Church, Oakville, Ont. 10 am to 2 pm. 
Registration begins in Feb. See weloveour-
friends.com.

Your funds will be invested in Christian Reformed Church and Christian 
school building projects in Canada.

Rates to March 31, 2016
 We pay 2.75% on CRC deposits.
 Earn approx. 3.2% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

 Write:  CRC Extension Fund
45 Harriet St,  Toronto ON  M4L 2G1

Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207     Fax:  416-465-6367       

TFSA: The 2016 new contribution limit is $5,500 so the new, all-
time ceiling has risen to $46,500 NOT including any earnings. 

Note: Withdrawals in one year can be fully replaced but not until 
the next calendar year.

“...serving Christian 
Reformed churches 

and Christian 
schools since 1970"     

46 Years 
of 

Service

A DEGREE YOU CAN

BELIEVE INBELIEVE IN
The rapid rate of change in our world makes choosing 
a career path difficult. You need a dynamic university 
education where theory meets experience. Along the way, 
you’ll be challenged to deepen your faith as you discover 
your world and transform your mind. You’ll find more 
than a future job. You’ll find your place in God’s world. 
This is your calling. This is Redeemer.

FIND OUT MORE AT WWW.REDEEMER.CA

www.ashtoncollege.ca

Ashton College

Become a Regulated Immigration Consultant

Respond to Canada’s need for immigrants.

Contact a program adviser at 
1.844.628.5784 or apply online today.

Full-time | Part-time | Online

“Canada was built by citizen immigrants, people who 
come here permanently with their families to become 
Canadians.”

                  - Hon. John McCallum, MP
Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship

Become a Regulated Immigration Consultant

http://ticket scene.ca 
http://ticket scene.ca 
http://www.weloveourfriends.com
http://www.weloveourfriends.com
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Sylvia Keesmaat  
B.A. (Redeemer College), M.A. (McMaster), D.Phil. 
(Oxford)

Dr. Sylvia C. Keesmaat taught Biblical Studies and 
Hermeneutics at the Institute for Christian Studies 
for ten years. In 2004 she left full-time academia 
to pursue her interests in sustainable living. Cur-
rently, she is an adjunct professor at the Institute 
for Christian Studies and at the Toronto School of 
Theology. She is also an instructor in the Creation 
Care Studies Program in Belize. Dr. Keesmaat is 
the author of Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire (with Brian 
Walsh, [2004]), Paul and His Story: (Re)Interpreting the Exodus Tradition 
(1999), and editor of The Advent of Justice (1994). She has also written 
numerous articles for both scholarly and popular publications. She is cur-
rently writing a book on the Epistle to the Romans, and preparing to write 
one on creation in the New Testament. Dr. Keesmaat lives on an organic 
solar-powered farm in Cameron, Ontario.

Wilfrid Laurier University - May 6-8 2016

The purpose of this 2016 CRCNA Canada Gathering is to connect and inspire 
local, regional, and denominational ministries by:

•  Sharing our stories,
•  Sharing our priorities, and
•  Imagining our shared future.

Every CRCNA congregation in Canada is invited to participate. Registrations 
are by the Stated Clerks of the 12 regional church bodies (classis) in Canada. 
In addition to representatives from local congregations, ministry, agency, sister 
church and ecumenical leaders have also been invited to attend.
The text for shared reflection during the weekend: Acts 1 & 2.

Keeping In Step with the Spirit

Session Leaders
Michele Visser-Wikkerink
Michelle Visser-Wikkerink is 
the Director, Indigenous Fam-
ily Centre, Winnipeg, Mani-
toba. She grew up in Southern 
Ontario but fell in love with 
the prairies when she came 
to Winnipeg for a visit. She 
is married with three children 
and has been director at Indigenous Family Centre 
since 2009. Her work interests have always included 
food security and social justice issues, and her 
home life finds her cooking, walking, and hanging 
out with her family.

Glenn Smith 
Dr. Glenn Smith is the Executive Direc-
tor of Christian Direction in Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada, where he has served 
since 1983. He received a B.A. from the 
University of Michigan in French Literature 
and Linguistics, a B.A. and M.A. from the 
Université d’Ottawa in Patristics, and a 
D.Min. from Northern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He also has a D.Hon from the Union des Universities 
Privées d’Haïti.
At Christian Direction, Dr. Smith works to promote the minis-
try’s multifaceted commitment to spiritual transformation in the 
Francophone world, while focusing on relationship building in 
multicultural, urban settings. Dr. Smith has also been a professor 
at various schools throughout Canada. 

For more information, visit the website: crcna.org/gatherings/canadian-gathering-2016

Upcoming motorcoach tours, departing from Hamilton with area pickups.

JOIN A 5 DAY/4 NIGHT TRIP TO LANCASTER PENNSYLVANIA 
FOR THE PREMIERE SEASON OF SAMSON AT SIGHT & SOUND!

This is our 12th year going to Lancaster - our knowledge and expertise offers the most 
unique and up-close experiences!

$899.00 CDN per person, based on double occupancy - NO HST!! 
CALL NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT, AND TO RECEIVE YOUR REGISTRATION FORM.

NO PASSPORT? NO OUT-OF-COUNTRY MEDICAL INSURANCE? NO PROBLEM!!
JOIN US FOR A BACKROADS OF 

SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO
Discover the many hidden gems here in our 
own backyard.

 May 9 - 13 - 5 days/4 nights
• 4 nights accommodations at 3 1/2 star hotels 
including the Historic Bedford in Goderich

• Breakfast and Dinner Daily
• Visits to many interesting sights and attractions 
in Leamington, Windsor, Chatham, Goderich, 
Bruce Grey, St. Jacobs and Waterloo!

$899.00 per person, based on double occu-
pancy, including HST!!

TICO #1576226

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO JOIN OUR MAILING 
LIST CALL SYLVIA  ISAAC  DIRECT LINE  905-541-0770

Sylvia Isaac of Travel 
Professionals International 

203-1131 Nottinghill Gate
Oakville, ON L6M 1K5 

905-896-6948 Direct line: 905-541-0770 
or 1-866-483-7447 Email: sylviaisaac@tpi.ca 

www.christianfellowshiptours.ca 
All tours are booked and operated under the licence of Travel Professionals 

International, a registered travel agency in the Province of Ontario, #1576226.

June 21 to 25 - 5 days/4 nights
• Accommodations at Holiday Inn 
Express Rockvale Outlets
• 5 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 2 dinners
• Main floor seats for Samson
• Mary Poppins at the Dutch Apple                                         
 Dinner Theatre
• Amish Farmlands Tour

• Dinner in Amish Home
• Turkey Hill Experience - make your own ice cream!   
• Biblical Tabernacle    
• Free time for shopping
Must book by April 20

April 19 to 23 - 5 days/4 nights
• Accommodations at Holiday Inn 
Express Rockvale Outlets. 

• 5 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 2 dinners. 
• Main floor seats for Samson
• The Wonder of Brett Myers at  
Bird-in-Hand Dinner Theatre

• Amish Farmlands Tour
• Dinner in an Amish Home
• Visit to Kreider Farms - Ultra Modern Dairy Farm.
• Fox Meadows Creamery
• Biblical Tabernacle       • Free time for shopping
Must book by March 10.

More tours are being planned for the Fall - 
sign up now to be added to our mailing list!

CALL NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT, AND TO RECEIVE YOUR REGISTRATION FORM.

Meeting you where it matters.
For years we’ve personalized funeral care with  
sensitivity to the Reformed, Christian faith and heritage. 

Today, we offer Faith-Link Funeral Care to a widened 

service area. We can meet with you in the comfort of 

your own home to complete funeral arrangements. We 

can also bring our staff, equipment and supplies to your 

church building, making it easier for you to spend valued 

time with family and friends.

In such a critical time in your life, having a trusted, familiar 

and convenient option is invaluable. 
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It’s comforting to come home.

1-800-737-8275  |  kitchingsteepeandludwig.com/faithlink


