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Cecil Van Niejenhuis

As followers of Jesus, some of 
our most important learning and 
growing happens by way of our 
communal life together. Belong-
ing to a church family is not just 
an option from a whole menu of 
fine possibilities: it’s an essential 
way that our faith and character 
are formed. Life together is not 
essential because it’s easy; it’s 
essential because it’s demanding. 
When people love each other, 
and are committed to a relation-
ship together, there will be all 
kinds of reasons which require 
the fruit of the Holy Spirit’s pres-
ence. Patience, kindness, gentle-
ness, self-control, perseverance 
– these are the kinds of things 
learned in community.

Church membership is on the 
decline. And if official member-
ship lists are one thing, actual 
body-counts of those attending 
Sunday worship underline the 
point more clearly. A frequent 
explanation for such declines in-
cludes these two factors: the de-
mands of volunteering and lead-
ership are exhausting, and the 
experiences that Christians have 
within the church community are 
so disappointing that members 
become disillusioned with this 
“together-life.” Much simpler to 
withdraw, then, and reconsider 
things. So folks may begin a new 
pattern of intermittent attendance 
and less demanding volunteer 
roles; folks may begin attending 
a different congregation, in the 
hope that this new community 
will be better; folks may begin 

attending a larger (often more 
evangelical) church where it is 
possible to be part of a crowd; or 
folks may choose to nourish their 
spiritual hunger through access-
ing Bible teaching and preaching 
online.

It is the pattern of withdraw-
ing from active engagement in 
the life of a particular congrega-
tion that is concerning. Christian 
life is body life. And although 
we often experience connection 
to a particular congregation as a 
choice we have made voluntarily 
– and a choice we can reconsider 
if we believe it necessary – there 
is also a deeper reality, a spiritual 
reality which the New Testament 
identifies in this way: we are the 
body of Christ. Often, we hear 

The real presence of Jesus in an imperfect church

Michael Bootsma

Rick Warren once argued that 
relationships, especially friend-
ships, are the glue that hold 
churches together. Many people 
will begin attending a church 
because of the pastor, worship 
style or a particular ministry, 
but they will stay because they 
develop friends. In the Christian 
Reformed denomination, elders 
are charged with “the spiritual 
well being of God’s people. They 
must provide true preaching and 
teaching, regular celebration of 

In search of spiritual friendship

Kara Tippetts and Jill Lynn Buteyn co-wrote Just Show Up (2015) on 
Christian friendship in the face of Tippetts’ terminal cancer.

this phrase “body of 
Christ” and think of it 
as a comparison: the 
church is like, or simi-
lar to a physical body. 
Sometimes we go a 
step further and hear 
the phrase “body of 
Christ” as a metaphor, 
making the comparison 
stronger: symbolically 
true, so that the mys-
tery of the human body 
is representative of the 
mystery of the church.

There is so much 
about that designa-
tion that is instructive 
for us: as the body of 
Christ, we are the flesh 
and blood, incarnate 
representation of Jesus 

in this world. And through the 
Spirit, Christ indwells us so that 
head and body are connected and 
in sync with each other. The body 
of Christ needs to have the mind 
of Christ – and when it does not, 
there is an element of Jekyll and 
Hyde.

Making room
A human body is comprised of 
many different systems such as 
respiratory, digestive, reproduc-
tive, sensory, nervous and so forth. 
The amazing thing is that for a 
human body to function well, the 
differences of body cells in these 
various systems are not only real 
– they are essential. The body/
soul mystery is a mysterious unity 
which requires the presence of 

Continued on page 2
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diversity and the infinitely amazing experi-
ence of this diversity providing a complex 
and complementary whole. That’s the deeply 
profound and simply true teaching of Paul’s 
words: “If the whole body were an eye, where 
would the hearing be?” Dealing well with the 
reality of differences and owning this real-
ity together is an essential mark of healthy 
body life. Some differences are obvious, 
such as age, gender, race and culture; others 
are less obvious to the eye, but just as real: 
personality styles, theological accents, learn-
ing capacities. The point is that not everyone 
sees, hears, feels, thinks or acts precisely the 
way I do – and it’s not helpful for me to judge 
others accordingly. We have our differences 
– and if we could own them together, making 
room for each other, we might become more 
hospitable images of God.

But what if we allowed ourselves to 
hear the phrase “body of Christ” in a still 
stronger sense? Barbara Brown Taylor asks 
the question “What if Paul was not speaking 
metaphorically when he wrote about the 
body? What if he was speaking metaphysi-
cally instead – not making a comparison at 
all but stating a solid reality?” The impli-
cations for how we think and speak about 
the church would be immense. And the 
implication for how we think and speak 
about each other within the church, would 
also be immense!

In fact, we would discover that growing 
in our relationship to God would involve 
not only the often encouraged pattern of 
times alone but would also involve the nec-
essary pattern of times together. It is in our 
togetherness that we encounter the presence 

of the living Christ. We experience this in 
others and others experience this in us. We 
need to elevate our view of the church from 
mere voluntary gathering of like-minded 
individuals to the mysterious wonder of 
being the body of Christ incarnate.

This might encourage a starting point of 
thankfulness as we look at, listen to and in-
teract with others in the church, as opposed 
to an instinctive sense of consumer choice. 
It might also inspire a sense of wonder: 
that those around us and we ourselves are 
a revelation of the living Christ. And it is 
precisely in this congregation and context 
of humanity that the paradox of grace is 
revealed and experienced. These human be-
ings, so flawed, and so capable of producing 
fears and frustrations in us are precisely the 
human beings whose exasperating presence 
will tease out the fruits of the Holy Spirit’s 
presence. This is the landscape, the geogra-
phy, in which these fruits grow best. 

Wonder and weakness
So often the frustrations of engaging with 
Christians who disappoint and hurt us lead 
to disillusion with the church. Shouldn’t 
we rightly expect better behaviour in the 
company of believers? If all of these people 
were deeply and truly committed to follow-
ing Jesus, would they not be an ideal and at-
tractive community? In fact, Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer’s famous distinction between the 
ideal or dream church and the real church 
is right on point. We human beings are 
bundles of contradictions, so that the good 

and the evil are intertwined. The sooner 
we are honest about being disillusioned 
with others, and with ourselves, the better. 
Illusions are just that. The reality is that our 
experience of community will involve not 
only beauty and tenderness and strength; it 
will also include ugliness and unhappiness 
and pain. And this is the paradox of the 
present reality. We need to expect more 
from each other in this sense – that we see in 
each other the presence of the living Christ. 
And we need to expect less from each other 
in this sense – that this side of glory, we 
ourselves and every other, live by grace. 

As Bonhoeffer observed, “Christian 
brotherhood is not an ideal which we must 
realize; it is rather a reality created by God 
in Christ in which we may participate.” The 
church is not a community which we cre-
ate or which we design and improve. It’s a 
community which God has created. We are 
invited to open our eyes to see the wonder 
of it, and then to participate in this mys-
terious wonder with all the grace that has 
been given us. And surprisingly, this body 
of Christ will increase in health when we 
can be honest about both the wonder of its 
mystery and the weaknesses of its members. 

Expect more from this community. And 
less. 

Expect more from each other. And less. 
Expect more from yourself. And less. In 

a congregation, we experience the presence 
of Christ – both spiritually and really, through 
the body of Christ. 

the sacraments and faithful counsel and dis-
cipline. And they must promote fellowship 
and hospitality among believers” (CRC form 
for the Ordination of Elders and Deacons). 

If this form has it right, then fellowship, 
hospitality and even friendship are essential 
elements of healthy Christian spirituality 
and church life. Moreover, it is the respon-
sibility of the leadership to promote these. 
Is it possible that this is a neglected area? 
One wonders how many times a year church 
leaders evaluate this area of church life. 
These are not things leaders can create or 
coerce people into, but they can create the 
contexts in which friendships can grow. 
Here are some suggestions to get started. 

Each church should have regular social 
events where people can freely mingle. 
Committees and ministry teams should 
spend time in personal interaction when 
they meet. Meetings should begin with 
people checking in with each other. It is a 
mistake to focus only on getting through the 

agenda while ignoring the people around 
the table. People need to know each other’s 
joys and sorrows and how God has been 
active in their lives. When members are 
invested in each other they work better 
together; they are more willing to listen to 
one another. 

Recently CC had a lengthy article on 
small groups, certainly a setting in which 
friendships can blossom (“Organic church” 
by Tom Baird, Dec. 28, 2015). Friendships 
are also forged during short-term mission 
trips and in retreat settings. If you are plan-
ning a retreat, by the way, don’t necessarily 
think about sitting around in a room talking. 
Consider instead a weekend camping trip 
with planned spiritual elements and team 
building exercises. Be creative. 

Both anchor and buoy
Regardless of how it happens, relationship-
building needs to lead to friendship. In his 
book The Four Loves, C.S. Lewis wrote, 

“To the ancients, friendship seemed the 
happiest and most fully human of all 
loves; the crown of life and the school 
of virtue. The modern world, in compari-
son, ignores it.” If Lewis saw that half a 
century ago, it’s probably much worse 
today. Technology is complicating this 
matter. Young people spend hours to-
gether at school and then spend the eve-
ning texting those same people. That has 
the potential for good friendship. Many 
adults, however, text Facebook friends 
but they have no time to meet them face 
to face. That does not have potential for 
friend development. Technology can be 
helpful but face to face interaction will 
likely remain superior. 

Hidden in the bowels of church history 
is a practice called “spiritual friendship.” 
These start with the simple premise that 
Christians want to become mature in 
Christ. Christian maturation is by defi-

These companion pieces are part of our ongoing series on church health. 
Previous articles, “Qualities essential for pastors today” and “Grace-filled living 
can overcome conflict in the church,” are available to share at christiancourier.ca. 

Editor

Cecil Van Niejenhuis works for Pastor-Church Relations, 
engaging the stories of pastors, councils and congregations 

where they intersect within the still greater Story.

Continued on page 3

In search of spiritual friendship continued

The real presence of Jesus in an imperfect church continued

The body of Christ is healthier when we're honest about both the wonder of its mystery and 
the weakness of its members.
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This fall after my sabbatical I will be 
teaching Graduate Statistics. Thus I have 
spent some time this year looking at the 
state of research methodology in science, 
particularly in psychology. I mentioned in 
my last column that sometimes scientific 

discoveries are retracted because further work or analysis 
shows simpler, alternate explanations for the findings. It 
is also sometimes the case that when other scientists try 
to repeat – that is, replicate – the original experiment, it 
does not come out the same. Replicability is one of the 
main pillars on which science rests; evidence must, at least 
in principle, be such that anyone with the right skills and 
equipment could repeat the same finding again. If some-
thing cannot be demonstrated repeatedly, then the original 
finding is considered suspect.

In August last year a group of researchers named the 
Open Science Collaboration published an article in Sci-
ence, reporting on their attempts to replicate (as exactly 
as possible) 100 published peer-reviewed experiments 
in cognitive and social psychology. They found that a 
relatively large percentage of the experiments did not 
replicate – depending on how you measured it, over 60 
percent. Needless to say, this finding attracted a lot of at-
tention and concern. While this study is probably the most 
complete attempt to replicate a large body of findings 
in one discipline, similar failures to replicate have been 
found in other areas of science, like cancer research and 
drug testing. These failures have raised questions about 
how we do science.

Part of the problem is that the statistical tools we use in 
science do not give absolute answers but rather probability 
estimates. Probability estimates sometimes lead to wrong 
conclusions, called false positives. Very simplistically, 
we often say that if our findings are less than five percent 
likely to have occurred by chance, then there is something 
other than chance going on, that is, a real effect. With this 
standard, five percent of the time we will be wrong. On the 
other hand, if there is a real effect and we try to replicate 
it, sometimes we will not be able to do so, called a false 
negative. 

Behind the disparity
What is unsettling about the recent attempts to replicate 
is that the number of unrepeatable studies is much higher 
than would be expected if there were only false positives 
and negatives. This high number has led to collective soul 
searching among scientists as to why there are so many 
failures to replicate. Part of the problem may be summed 

up in the old phrase “publish or perish”: if you do not suc-
cessfully advance science, measured by scientific publica-
tions, your career prospects in science are reduced. Without 
publications you are less likely to be promoted, receive 
tenure or be awarded research grants.

This pressure to publish has led to people abusing 
statistical processes to find results that are “real” and 
“significant” (unlikely to occur by chance) and thus pub-
lishable. There’s the stopping rule problem: if results are 
not significant after a first analysis, scientists can continue 
to collect more data until the results do become significant 
– and then stop. And the data trolling problem: sometimes 
data can be analyzed several ways, and only the analyses 
that produce significant results are reported. A third, “fil-
ing drawer” problem is that if an experiment does not 
come out with significant results, it is never published. 
Replications are also deemed to be less creative than new 
findings, so they are less likely to be attempted. This list 
of problems demonstrates that scientists are human and 
like all humans have failings; we all fall short and have 
to work in a world filled with brokenness that ultimately 
only Christ can heal.

Scientists are becoming aware of these statistical prob-
lems. One response is to look for collaborating evidence. 
While complete replications of studies may not normally 
happen, parts of earlier experiments may be included in 
subsequent work and should provide results consistent with 
the earlier work. For example, if I find that male and female 
Laurier University students differ in their love of chocolate, 
one would expect that similar differences would be evident 
at other universities, and among non-university students. 
Further, the chocolate difference should lead to reliable 
differences in behaviour. These partial replications or ex-
tensions of the original finding would either confirm its 
general importance and correctness or would suggest that 
it is a Laurier-specific finding or a false positive. Thus one 
check on research is that individual findings should prob-
ably be accepted only if they can be fit into the larger 
fabric of scientific evidence. 

Rudy Eikelboom (reikelboom@wlu.ca), who has not been 
able to replicate some of his own work with rats, is a 
member of the Waterloo CRC and a professor in the 

Psychology Department at Wilfrid Laurier University.

Reliability and replication in science

nition a communal activity. When we engage in spiritual 
friendships, we give a trusted friend permission to probe 
our inner spirits and motivations in order to help us mature. 

In Ephesians 4 & 5 and Colossians 3 Paul writes about 
Christians maturing, concluding that they are to “speak to 
one another” and “to teach and admonish one another with 
all wisdom.” One of the reasons that Christians may have 
neglected this discipline is the old clergy/laity divide. We 
erroneously believe that only pastors and maybe elders can 
really give any spiritual guidance. 

Spiritual friendship is not about a connection between 
two already-perfect friends (see the quote from Just Show 
Up adjacent). Rather, it’s about imperfect people slogging 
through life and serving as both anchor and buoy to each 
other, reaching towards God together. They can coax each 
other along the spiritual path, nudge each other to face 
a daunting spiritual challenge, lift each other up during 

struggles or maybe even pull each other back when veering 
off course. Spiritual friends keep one another in God, grow-
ing in God and finding fulfillment in God. 

Entering such relationships is difficult and potentially 
dangerous, thus Paul reminds Christians to be wise. Wise 
people pursue relationships in which safety and confiden-
tiality are of utmost importance. Wise church leaders 
promote an atmosphere in which members become friends 
and develop spiritual friendships. 

Michael Bootsma grew up in Brantford, 
Ontario on a swine farm. He’s a lifelong 
member of the CRC with degrees from 
five different schools. A pastor for 21 
years, he lives with his wife and their 
oldest and youngest children. The middle 
two are learning to spread their wings.

In search of spiritual friendship continued from page 2

Muybridge's photos of "The Horse in Motion" (1878) were used to determine whether the feet of a galloping horse ever 
leave the ground completely.

“We might not feel 
qualified to show 
up. I know I never 
have and probably 
never will. But God 
uses those of us who 
aren’t qualified so 
that he’s glorified.”
– Jill Lynn Buteyn 
in Just Show Up: 
The Dance of 
Walking through 
Suffering Together. 

mailto:reikelboom@wlu.ca
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Robert Sweetman

It is astonishing how much one genera-
tion of Reformed immigrants built. Those 
of us in the next generation who struggle 
to live up to the network of Christian or-
ganizations they founded are left shaking 

our heads. How did they manage with far fewer resources?
Their institution-building, however complicated, was 

expressed with great simplicity. “Pro rege” intoned the 
Latin lovers among them; “building the Kingdom” said the 
rest. The comprehensiveness of their ambition was framed 
by the “not one square inch” phrase, which was Abraham 
Kuyper’s play on the Reformed community’s spiritual 
orientation: the God-breathed sanctity of ordinary living.

There was a model, of course. It was the Reformed 
“pillar” within the culture and society of The Netherlands. 
This “pillar” was a culture- and society-wide weave of 
institutions animated by a Reformed understanding of the 
world. I mean God’s fallen and redeemed creation moving 
toward consummation in and through spiritual struggle 
between “spirited” institution-building communities.

Growth of pillarization
This “pillar” was beautifully adapted to a period of Eu-
ropean history that has been called the Age of Ideology 
(Weber, Dilthey, Mannheim). The “Age” was itself a re-
sponse to the fear of revolution that loomed everywhere in 
Europe in the aftermath of the French Revolution (1789-
1848). Over the next hundred years quite a number of 
European societies experimented with “pillarization.” The 
multiple communities of a given country would develop 
institutionally alongside each other espousing competing 
total-visions of the social and cultural good, while finding 
ways to cooperate at the political level. The hope was this 
would allow Europe to live with internal diversity while 
avoiding the suppression of communities that carried with 
it the perennial threat of revolutionary outbreak. Two world 
wars and a corrosive Cold War put paid to that noble hope, 
but we are getting ahead of ourselves.

Abraham Kuyper and successors found under the rubric 
of sphere-sovereignty religious resources they used to 
mobilize a good portion of the Reformed people of The 
Netherlands into one such ideological community. It came 
to exercise an effective and self-consciously Reformed 
influence on the social, cultural and political evolution of 
The Netherlands. To the Reformed immigrants coming to 
Canada in the 1950s and 1960s the question seemed obvi-
ous: Aren’t we called to build to similar effect in Canada?

A changing world
But even as they were erecting Christian churches, schools, 
colleges, labour unions, farmers associations, business as-

Bert Witvoet

I like doing crossword as well as sudoku 
puzzles in our daily newspaper. 

Sometimes I think I’m wasting my 
time doing these puzzles, especially the 
sudoku ones. I mean, once you have filled 

in the numbers 1 through 9 in each one of the nine blocks, 
you have learned what? It’s a process that sometimes chal-
lenges me, especially the Friday and Saturday ones graded 
“evil,” but when they’re done, they’re done. What have I 
really learned? Putting numbers in the right spot? 

Crossword puzzles ask me to think of an answer that 
makes sense and that challenges my vocabulary and asks 
me to judge whether the developer of the puzzle thinks 
along the same lines as I do. Usually there are clues that 
completely stump me, until more letters become available 
and the word is taking shape. Suddenly I catch the word and 
feel pretty good about solving a small part of the puzzle. 

To come back to the sudoku puzzles. Yesterday I man-
aged to solve the Saturday puzzle, even though the level was 
“evil.” That was really satisfying. There are times that I can’t 
solve the “evil” power of Friday and Saturday’s challenges. 
This morning I tackled the Monday puzzle labeled “easy.” I 
didn’t bother starting out in pencil, which normally allows 
me to modify my answers by using the eraser. No, the pen 
was a risk-free option. The going was fantastic. I was almost 
finished each block until I got stuck. The numbers suddenly 
clashed and I realized that my pen-written answers had mis-
led me. That was surprising. I got yesterday’s “evil” sudoku 
puzzle right and I completely screwed up today’s “easy” one. 
I had to chuckle. Carelessness had robbed me of a satisfying 
conclusion. I had lightheartedly skipped into a trap.

Somehow in the back of my mind I realized that there 
was a hidden message in this two-day experience of solv-
ing two puzzles – the one murderously challenging and the 
other laughably easy.

A challenging time
My thoughts go back to the year 1950. Our family had decided 
to immigrate to Canada. My mother, a widow with seven 
children, decided that making a living in the Netherlands 
was almost impossible. She had to run a household, keep the 
hairdresser salon going for four years after my dad had passed 
away, and run a boutique with various beauty articles at a time 
when inspectors made sure all the merchandise were priced 
according to government rules – they couldn’t be higher or 
lower than the price lists issued by the government. 

Fortunately, my mother could ask one of her brothers who 
had lived in Canada since 1928 to sponsor us. As a result we 
were able to immigrate four months later, May 1950. Four of 
her children, including me, immediately found jobs in differ-
ent places, first with farmers, but months later in factories, 
except for my sister, who continued working with families. 
Four or five years later, we older children chose to go to 
schools to prepare for a kind of employment that suited our 
desires. Two of us became teachers, one a hairdresser and 
one a nurse. The youngest three children never interrupted 
their education and found their way into the workforce ac-
cording to their education and talents. Mom never had to 
look for outside-the-family kind of employment.

Looking back to our years of immigration and finding 
our place in the social fabric of Canada, I realize how many 
the challenges had been, yet the solutions had all come in 
due time. It was as if the “evil” puzzle slowly unfolded 
itself and came to reveal itself as a very acceptable way of 
life that sustained us for many years. Somehow the founda-
tion had been well established and well put into practice.

An easy choice
When I put that experience next to another one in my life 
that seemed very simple and easy to follow but turned out 
disastrous, I sense an outcome that came about through 
lightheartedness on my part but evolved into a huge crisis.

It had to do with Catcher in the Rye, a secular novel I 
taught to Grade 12 students in a Christian high school. There 
was a fair bit of swearing in the novel, but it was an influ-
ential best-seller and I felt that with the proper guidance the 
students could prepare themselves for the kind of working 
and studying worlds they would soon enter after graduation. 
I had worked in a factory for almost five years, as indicated 
earlier in this editorial, and was not terribly shocked by the 
swear words. But a conservative wing of the community was 
shocked and, even though I was willing to drop that novel 
for study, I was considered by some to be a bad influence 
on the students. A rather innocent issue of studying a secular 
novel blew up in my face and changed Christian education 
at that school and others for years to come. 

Ah yes. You never know what lurks around a corner. I 
learned a lot from this experience. I’m only glad that I never 
turned bitter or negative about Christian education. I also 
learned something important about when to count your 
chickens. 

Bert Witvoet (bert.witvoet@sympatico.ca) 
lives in St. Catharines, Ontario, where for some 
20 years he raised canaries instead of chickens.

Don’t be fooled 
by easy puzzles

Christian institutions 
without pillars
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sociations, media initiatives, mental health networks, old 
peoples’ homes, political advocacy groups, political parties, 
theatre troupes and art galleries across Canada, the world in 
which such a coherent Reformed institutional “pillar” seemed 
an obvious good was fading. It was not only that Canadian 
society seemed less open to such social and cultural construc-
tion. Even in Europe “depillarization” was transforming the 
late twentieth and early twenty-first century landscape. The 
comprehensive visions of the good that animated the compet-
ing communities and institutions seemed ever less credible. 
Social commentators noticed the change. They spoke of “an 
incredulity toward metanarratives” (Lyotard) to name the loss 
of faith. Reformed Christians have not been immune.

Such changes have led to uneasy questions. Have our 
institutional start-ups become mere vestiges, sad monu-
ments to our grandparents’ naïveté? Could they continue to 
support the people of God in their faithful living in a world 
if they no longer judge themselves called to separate from 
and compete with others who live and think differently? 
Could Reformed institutions become points of contact 
and cooperation, vehicles for the realization of our shared 
struggle with others for greater justice, greater solidarity, 
greater peace, more love and trust, less bitter suspicion?

Communal discernment needed
These are questions Reformed Christians must find effec-
tive answers for. These answers must seem right to younger 

generations that have grown up with at best ambivalent 
attitudes toward institutional life. We must invite them into 
the communal discernment and listen carefully to how the 
Spirit speaks through them, for they must come to iden-
tify the good of institutional arrangements for their own 
generational mission if the organizations their grand- and 
great-grandparents built are to have a future. 

There is precedent for such a reversal of the habitual 
sonic direction from older mouths to younger ears. Think 
of the transformation of musical and prayer conventions in 
Reformed worship all over Canada. Such reversals are not 
easy. It takes humility and sacrifices, kind of like the sacri-
fices our grandparents made to build Christian cultural and 
societal institutions in the first place. But what an opportunity 
to take the experience of the young seriously and so get a 
bead sooner rather than later on the opportunities for cultural 
and societal faithfulness of the new era we have entered. 

My sense is that in the world our youth inhabit, Christian 
organizations will have to learn to serve not as strongholds 
built to support intercommunal competition, but as places 
of encounter in which Reformed Christians practice hos-
pitality and active listening. I would say that the opportu-
nities for Christ-service our grandparent’s energy made 
possible are golden. I have happily bet my own adult life 
on it and have never regretted the sacrifice and effort. 

Robert Sweetman teaches at the Institute 
for Christian Studies in Toronto.

Thank you for writing “The stained-glass ceiling: 100 or-
dained women in CRC ministry today” (Angela Reitsma 
Bick, Feb. 22). Your article celebrated 20 years since women 
were allowed to be ordained, in 1996. My experience of be-
ing called to lead begins 20 years before that. I was one of 
three women at Calvin Seminary in 1977. At that time, we 
could get an M.Div but couldn’t be ordained and couldn’t 
do our practise preaching in the Christian Reformed Church 
(CRC). The other two ended up leaving the denomination 
for RCA and Presbyterian churches. Over the years the CRC 
has lost many strong women leaders.

I had been studying Religion and French at Calvin 
College and had dreamed for many years of becoming 
a missionary, which is why I went to seminary. I didn’t 
want to shake things up; I just wanted to serve the Lord. 
Even though the CRC was nowhere near ready to ordain 
women, my experience was a very positive one. Looking 
back, that surprises me. Professors were very supportive. 
It could be that the seminary was more ready for change 

than the average member in the pew.
After three years at Calvin Sem., I was hired by World 

Missions to work in Honduras as a church planter. In the 
mission field, women were expected to do all the same 
tasks as men – outreach, preaching, leadership training and 
developing training materials. I couldn’t baptize or do com-
munion; for this we brought another [ordained] minister in.

It bothered me that I didn’t have the training to preach; in 
the mission field it was expected for women to preach but I 
had not taken courses on that. The double standard also both-
ered me: the Bible doesn’t allow women to preach here (in 
North America), but it’s OK for “those people over there.” 

I was treated as an equal by the people I served in Hon-
duras and by fellow missionaries. Although they would ask, 
“Why can’t you baptize us?” 

“Because of politics back home,” I’d say. 
I’ve never been sorry that I attended seminary.

Jacoba (Coba) Koene
Bowmanville, Ont.

Photographers needed!
If you enjoy taking pic-
tures – whether or not 
you consider yourself 
a “photographer” – and 
are looking for publica-
tion but not necessarily 
pay, email photos@
christiancourier.ca. We 
are starting an in-house 
database of images to 
use alongside future articles in CC. 

You can also sign up to be on a listserve which 
will periodically send out specific assignments. 
You will receive credit in an award-winning 
publication, both print and online, but not cash. 
We are especially interested in photos taken 
by Canadians, but are open to all good photos. 
*Feel free to share and pass on to friends.

Fewer ‘ceilings’ in the mission field

Christian institutions without pillars continued

The current media landscape makes the work of 
CC stand out. Christian Courier serves a need by 
providing independent Canadian journalism from a 
Reformed perspective. If you saw our 70th anniver-
sary issue last October, or read CC regularly, then you 
know that it’s always been a joint effort. Our editors 
and Board need your help as we make decisions about 
the future of this paper and determine how to serve 
you even better.

● What topics would you like to see covered in CC?
● Which version of CC do you currently read – 

digital or print?
● Would you be in favour of an entirely digital CC? 

Why or why not?
These questions are part of our online survey. Click 

on the link from our website, christiancourier.ca, or 
enter the direct link into the internet browser on your 
computer, tablet, or smartphone:

http://goo.gl/forms/VFv3QlLyrw

The survey will take approximately 10 minutes to 
complete. Thank you so much for participating. 

Editor

Your ideas needed:
please participate in 
our online survey! 

http://goo.gl/forms/VFv3QlLyrw
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ERBIL, Iraq (CNA/EWTN) – Six hundred 
Roman Catholic children whose families 
fled ISIS violence in 2014 have lost their 
homes, schools, sometimes friends, sani-
tary living conditions and the stability of a 
normal life. However, despite their many 
losses, there’s one thing they never left be-
hind and which continues to grow stronger 
everyday: their faith.

When it comes to the question of how to 
persevere in the faith – and even passing it 
on to terrorists just a few miles away – one 
woman named Carin has developed a unique 
form of Christian instruction, and her stu-
dents are displaced Christian children in Iraq.

“I think that children have the capacity 
to worship Jesus, to contemplate,” Carin 
said earlier this month. Her classes are both 
intended to teach the kids how to pray and 
to provide them the opportunity “to meet 
with Jesus, to give and receive his love” on 
a personal level, she said.

A French native, Carin is a volunteer at a 
prefabricated school run by the Dominican 
Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena in the Iraqi 
city of Erbil. The school provides education 

to 600 displaced Catholic children and is 
sustained by funding from charitable orga-
nizations such as Aid to the Church in Need 
(ACN) and Catholic Near East Welfare As-
sociation (CNEWA).

Most of the children attending the school 
are from either Mosul or Qaraqosh, the former 
Christian capitol of Iraqi Kurdistan, and they 
are among the 120,000 families who fled 
Qaraqosh when ISIS attacked in August 2014. 
The majority of those, the sisters included, 
came to Erbil and are now living in what they 
refer to as “containers” inside refugee camps 
the city’s Christian suburb, Ankawa.

Language difficulties
Due to the difference in the educational sys-
tem between most schools in Iraqi Kurdistan, 

where the materials are largely taught in Kurd-
ish language, and the schools in Mosul and the 
Nineveh plain villages, where Arabic is the 
primary language, the majority of displaced 
students were unable to attend school last year.

However, with the building of the new 
school, which teaches classes in Arabic, the 
children have been able to continue their 
education and, with the help of Carin, can 
continue learning and growing in their faith.

Each lesson is 40 minutes long and be-
gins outside so that the children can “pre-
pare their heart,” Carin said. After coming 
inside, the children have time for a brief 
“prayer of the heart” before asking Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit to be present during 
their prayer. They learn about the Sacra-
ment [Communion] and they hear passages 

from the Gospels, especially stories directly 
involving Jesus. They discuss “how we can 
live the Gospel in daily life, because to be 
Christian is not only in the chapel, we have 
to continue in the camp.”

The class ends with prayers of interces-
sion. Homework consists only of practicing 
at home what they learn in class, Carin said, 
explaining that when the children go back to 
the camps “they have to continue to put the 
Gospel into practice. This, and only this.”

Carin, who has eight years of experience 
as a missionary, developed the curriculum 
for the catechism class herself. It follows 
the liturgical calendar, and includes special 
activities during Christmas and Easter. She 
arrived to Erbil in January and will move 
on in June when the school year is over. 
She currently lives in a camp inside one 
of the “containers” provided for her by the 
Dominican sisters, and has no income. “It’s 
Providence that takes care of me,” she said. 

Carin said that while she had worked for 
a humanitarian organization for seven years, 
the motivation for her missionary work 
comes from a personal conversion she had 
at the age of 25. “I was living for 25 years 
without God. I started my life without God,” 
she said. After she converted to Christianity 
she felt strongly that she wanted to give her 
heart to her Father in heaven, “and for this I 
am a missionary. I gave up my life because 
[now I] give my life for God.” 

Marian Van Til, with files from BC Human 
Rights Tribunal report, TWU, Langley Times 

LANGLEY, B.C. – Last month a 2014 grad-
uate of Trinity Western University in Lang-
ley was awarded $8,500 plus expenses by 
the British Columbia Human Rights Tribunal 
due to discrimination against her for her faith 
and where she went to school. 

Amaruk Wilderness, a Norwegian-based 
wilderness guiding company operating 
in Vancouver, was advertising “assistant 
guide internships with one of the bases of 
operations being Vancouver” and Bethany 
Paquette, now 23, applied for one of the 
internships. Paquette emailed her applica-
tion on September 10, 2014. 

The following day she received a reply 
from Olaf Amundsen at Amaruk telling her 
she did not meet their minimum training and 
experience requirements. That began a series 
of emails between them because Amundsen 
would not leave it at that. He brought up 
the fact that Paquette had been educated at 
Trinity Western and told her, “Unlike Trinity 
Western, we embrace diversity, and the right 
of people to sleep with or marry whoever 
they want, and this is reflected within some 
of our staff and management.” 

He was referring to TWU’s Christian “com-
munity covenant” which all Trinity Western 

students agree to and voluntarily sign. It re-
quires a biblical lifestyle, including fidelity in 
marriage; and all students – also those who 
experience same-sex attraction – promise to 
refrain from sex outside of traditional marriage.

Amundsen also told Paquette, “The 
Norse background of most of the guys at 
the management level means that we are not 
a Christian organization, and most of us ac-
tually see Christianity as having destroyed 
our culture, tradition and way of life.” 

Who’s offensive?
Paquette was not put off. She accepted not 
being chosen for an internship, but addressed 
Amundsen’s derogatory comments about 
TWU, her faith and Christianity. “Where I 
attended university, and my religious belief, 
should have nothing to do with whether or 
not I meet your company requirements,” she 
wrote. She also challenged Amundsen’s ver-
sion of his own country’s history, noting that 
centuries ago the Viking kings had “decided 

to move towards Christianity.” She signed 
the email, “God Bless.”  

Amundsen responded, “‘God Bless’ is 
very offensive to me, and yet another sign 
of your attempts to impose your religious 
views on me,” he wrote. Then he added, “I 
do not want to be blessed by some guy [Je-
sus] who was conceived by a whore, outside 
of marriage, and whom [sic] has been the 
very reason for the most horrendous abuses 
and human right violations in the history of 
the human race.” 

Paquette subsequently contacted the B.C. 
Human Rights Tribunal about Amundsen’s 
discriminatory assertions. After a hearing 
on Nov. 24, 2015, and examining the issue, 
the tribunal released a 27-page decision last 
month, written by tribunal member Norman 
Trerise. Part of its length is due to the inclu-
sion of the email correspondence between 
Paquette and Amundsen, and additional 
emails from two other Amurak administra-
tors: CEO Christopher Fragassi-Bjornsen 
and Vice-President, Human Resources and 
Lead Guide/Instructor Arkyn Borg.

Norwegians vs. Canadian law
It was Arkyn Borg’s opinion that the TWU 
covenant violates Canada’s Charter and 
Rights and Freedoms. “As discrimination 
is not acceptable within Canadian society, 
and under Canadian law, it is equally unac-
ceptable in the Kingdom of Norway, and as 
a result, within our company,” he wrote. 

At the November hearing both Fragassi-
Bjornsen and the company’s lawyer walked 
out after the tribunal refused to hold the 

proceedings in French, refused to let a Eu-
ropean lawyer call witnesses relating to 
Paquette’s sexual history and refused ad-
ditional security for the hearing.

As he left, Fragassi-Bjornsen insisted that 
neither he nor his company would pay any fine. 
However, Amaruk Wilderness was directed to 
pay Paquette $8,500 for “injury to dignity and 
self-respect,” plus $661 in expenses. (Paquette 
had initially asked for approximately $22,000, 
which included lost wages).  

Tribunal’s response
The tribunal described as “egregious” the 
discrimination Paquette was subjected to by 
the Amaruk leaders. The tribunal concluded 
that the emails had “religiously harassed 
her” and that her “dignity and self-respect” 
had been damaged. They also concluded 
that the content of the emails made Paquette 
“ashamed about who she is and dissuaded 
her from being forthcoming about her re-
ligious beliefs. For a person such as Ms. 
Paquette, that is a profound effect.”

Earl Phillips, the executive director of 
TWU Law, and a lawyer with more than 30 
years’ experience in employment and human 
rights law, responded to the judgment on 
behalf of TWU. “Most cases about religious 
discrimination in employment are about the 
effect of religious belief on work – the abil-
ity to work on a Saturday, a turban interfering 
with a hard hat, the need to stop work to pray 
at specific times,” he said. He noted that the 
Paquette case is extraordinary “because it is 
the religious belief itself that was a problem 
for the prospective employer.” 

600 Catholic Iraqi 
children lost 
everything – except 
their faith

B.C.: TWU grad 
wins human rights 
tribunal case 

Students at Dominican Sisters of St. Catharines of Siena’s school in Ankawa, April 2016.

Paquette currently lives in the far north, 
running dog sled tours.
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NaSHVille, Tenn. (TCp) – lifeway research recently 
released polling data that revealed a growing concern and 
significant divergence of opinion concerning the erosion of 
religious liberty in the U.S. lifeway found that 63 percent 
of those polled said they believe Christians are experienc-
ing accelerating intolerance toward their religious beliefs, 
up from 50 percent in 2013. (lifeway is one of the largest 
providers of Christian faith-related resources in the world.) 

Interestingly, the data identified very different percep-
tions among groups of americans, depending on their age 
and faith. Only 42 percent of 18 to 24 year olds believe 
american religious liberty is declining. Conversely, 62 
percent of those 25 or older see varying degrees of corrosion 
of americans’ religious freedom. The researchers noted that 
older americans have longer frames of reference and thus 
can remember a time when there was demonstrably less 
hostility to Christians and Christianity.

Most Christians (70 percent) and 82 percent of evangeli-
cals believe that other americans are increasingly intolerant 
of their faith convictions. also, 76 percent of americans of 
all faiths who attend worship services at least weekly see 
increased intolerance of america’s Christians. However, 
only 48 percent of “nones” – those identified with no faith 
tradition – believe intolerance of Christians is increasing, 
while 59 percent say Christians complain too much about 
how they are treated.

lifeway research says its study reflects the fact that 
americans have a general sense that “the ground has shifted 
into a culture that is far more intolerant of the free exercise of 
traditional Christian faith than was true even a few years 
earlier, much less a generation or so ago.” The perception of 
increasing assaults on religious freedom is backed up by data 
revealing increased intolerance, including numerous court 
cases against Christians’ “free practice” of their religion. 

GAZA STRIP (CBN) – One would expect to find decayed 
rocket launchers, or exploded ordinance from recent wars 
with israel while digging into the ground in gaza, but 
construction workers recently uncovered some ancient 
artifacts that few people expected. 

Palestinian tourism officials say evidence of an ancient 
religious Christian site, perhaps dating back as early as the 
sixth century, was uncovered during the construction of a 
new shopping mall. 

according to Haaretz, construction workers found 15 
pieces of what was once an ancient church. They include 
marble Corinthian pillars and a 35-inch long foundation 
stone that bears the greek symbol for Christ.

The general director of the palestinian antiquities 
Ministry, Jamal abu rida, believes the site was home to a 
Byzantine church or cathedral constructed during the rule 
of emperor Justinian. “During that era there was a great 
interest among Byzantine rulers to build churches in the 
gaza Strip,” he said.

The artifacts will be housed for further study at the 
Hamas-run Tourism and antiquities Ministry museum. 
predominantly Christian at one time, today gaza is mostly 
Muslim and is controlled by Hamas. Only about a few 
thousand Christians remain in the area. 

Gaza: Workers stumble on evidence 
of ancient Christian site 

U.S.: Age impacts 
perception of intolerance 
against Christian faith

WHAT’S YOUR STORY?
Seventh Annual Christian

Courier Short Story Contest!
Adult division: Send in your original short fiction (1,000 
to 3,000 words) on any theme by April 30, 2016. First 
prize receives $100 and publication in a summer issue 
of Christian Courier. Second prize receives a one year 
subscription. Please note that this contest is for fictional 
short stories, not essays or articles. 

Youth Division: Our readers 9 to 15 years of age 
(Grades 4-9) can participate in the category for youth. 
There will be two divisions: junior (Grades 4-6) and 
Intermediate (Grades 7-9). Send your short stories 
(500-1000 words) to monica@christiancourier.ca by 
April 30, 2016. The first-place winner in each division 
will win a gift certificate to Chapters valued at $50.

Please note :  Al l  stor ies  must  be submitted 
electronically, as an attachment to an email, to monica@
christiancourier.ca. Entries over the word limit will not 
be considered. All entries must include (on the attached 
document, not in the email): your full name and mailing 
address, a photo of yourself, a short bio about who you 
are and the title of your story to be considered as a valid 
contest entry. All valid entries will receive a confirmation 
of receipt by May 15. Only the winning entries will be 
contacted after that point.

 Alasdair Baverstock 

(CSM) New York – after more than two de-
cades of working as a prostitute in Mexico 
City, esperanza escobar found salvation in a 
most unexpected place.

She regularly visited a hair salon in the 
heart of la Merced, the city’s tough red light 
district, where she would take a break from days when she 
might have as many as 60 clients wanting sex. The hair 
salon, which treated women like escobar kindly and keeps 
them coming back with rock-bottom prices, is in fact a front 
for a charitable operation aimed at rescuing sex workers 
and giving them the chance at new lives. “in visiting the 
salon i had gone to for three months, i thought i was go-
ing in for a cut and dry,” escobar, 53, told the Thomson 
reuters Foundation.

“i ended up escaping a life in which everyone treated me 
like a dog, thanks to the help of the undercover activists,” 
she said. The group, the Well of life Foundation, gave her 
shelter in a safehouse, she said. “i escaped that same day 
and haven’t looked back,” she said. The foundation, which 
has links to a Christian non-profit group called Youth With 
a Mission, has rescued more than 30 women since setting 
up its decoy beauty parlor last year, organizers say.

Human trafficking is believed to be the fastest-growing 
criminal industry in Mexico, and three-quarters of its vic-
tims are women and girls subjected to sexual exploitation, 
according to Women United Against Trafficking, a Mexican 
activist group. Anti-trafficking advocates estimate that car-
tels control some 14,000 women forced into modern-day 
slavery in Mexico, with another 6,000 Mexican victims 
forced to work in the United States and Canada.

One of the women rescued by the salon said she had been 
sent to work for four years in atlanta, as well as working for 
several years in Mexico. “These women are forced into believ-
ing that they are worthless, good for nothing more than to sell 
their bodies,” said Betsy alfaro, one of the project’s founders. 

“Our aim is to show them a way out by first treating them 
as friends, rather than judging them as criminals,” she said.

la Merced lies to the east of Mexico City’s main Zócalo 
plaza, with a commercial stretch of busy roadway where 
hundreds of sex workers are readily found. “We hand out 
flyers advertising free haircuts,” said Alfaro. “If [anyone] 
gets aggressive, we have the perfect excuse for talking to 
them.” as many as 10 customers a day at the salon are sex 
workers, alfaro said.

“it’s a job that breaks my heart on a daily basis,” said 
Sarah McKenzie, a Canadian volunteer at the salon and its 
only trained stylist.

Besides offering shelter, the group has established a work-
shop where women can earn money producing necklaces for 
its jewelry brand Nunayu. The word Nunayu means “free-
dom” in the indigenous Mixteca language of southern Mexico, 
where many sex trafficking victims come from, Alfaro said.

“I feel useful for the first time in my life,” said Claudia 
Martinez, 32, who escaped about 10 months ago and now 
prides herself on her output of four necklaces a day. “Work-
ing alongside women who have shared my pain has given 
me a happiness i haven’t known in over a decade,” she said.

The nation’s justice system has a conviction rate of less 
than 25 percent for cases of sex trafficking, which rarely 
even get to court. Only 136 individual pimps were prose-
cuted in 2014. “prostitution is seen as part of everyday life 
in Mexico. in many cases we have seen that the police in 
this area are working alongside the pimps,” alfaro said. 
“all we can hope at the moment is to improve the lives of 
those we come into contact with,” she said. 

Hiding in plain sight
Hair salon reaches Mexican 
trafficking victims

A hair salon in Mexico City, is in fact a front for a charitable opera-
tion aimed at rescuing sex trafficking victims.
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I am puzzled. I thought calls 
to action on climate change 
would resonate within the 
Reformed branch of the 
Christian church and lead 
to a strong public witness. 
In reality, political leaders 

say they hear about other issues but not much 
about this one from our community. Numbers 
remain low for educational events, marches 
and letter-writing campaigns, leaving spon-
sors to wonder why. Perhaps unpacking pos-
sible reasons for the low response will help 
us think about this issue more clearly. 

Groaning for redemption
Creation is a strong pillar in Reformed the-
ology. Creation care is in our DNA through 
a heritage of farming, gardening and care-
ful use of resources. Our roots are earthy. 
And we accept that our faith relates to all 
of life. I wonder, however, if the increased 
emphasis on salvation of souls for eternal 
life has shifted our focus to the sin and 
salvation themes in Scripture without the 
larger arc of creation to re-creation. When 
we say Jesus died for the whole world, do 
we think persons or also include other cre-
ated beings and the very rocks groaning for 
redemption, as pictured in the Bible? 

In recent years, faith-based groups work-
ing on creation care, such as Citizens for 
Public Justice, have highlighted Scriptural 
reflections and prayers that ground action in 
Christian belief and practices. This counters 
a culture that associates some issues, such 
as abortion, with the sacred and other is-
sues, such as air pollution, with the secular. 

Rejection of doomsday scenarios
I understand rejection of the doomsday 
warnings of some environmental activists 

because it offends our confidence that God 
is in control. But I thought the Reformed 
focus on stewardship as our part in the 
covenant between God and humans would 
lead to support for hopeful campaigns that 
call for change as part of our human respon-
sibility. Or are we so confident that God 
will not allow us to reap the results of our 
disregard of creation that we think we can 
ignore taking action now?

Suspicion of science
Is suspicion of science the reason for dis-
missing climate change as a priority? That 
was understandable a few years ago, but the 
weight of evidence is now so strong that even 
the strongest skeptics have been silenced. 

Distrust of governments
Is distrust of governments the reason for 
reluctance to join calls for action? I recall 
stronger support for initiatives to reduce waste 
through recycling and other personal actions. 
But those issues also required public policy 
change. Effective action almost always re-
quires both, as it does for climate change. 
There is strong evidence that public policies 
can make a positive difference. We call for 
public policies to address other issues with 
less likelihood of effectiveness, for example, 
pornography. Why not for climate change?

Left/ right
Could the reluctance reflect a perception that 
climate change is too “left” for those who 
lean conservative? Yet the very word “Con-
servative” includes “conserve,” so preserving 
creation should be a conservative issue. In 
Canada I hoped that a deliberate 180-degree 
shift by former MP Preston Manning, a leader 
in conservative circles, to support action on 
climate change, might help bring more evan-

gelical support. Addressing climate change 
should cross other political divides. 

Us/them
Could it be that it is easier to call for action on 
issues that we associate with “others,” such as 
persons involved in behaviours we consider 
wrong, than on issues such as climate change 
that will affect my wallet or my choices? 

In recent years analysis has been done 
to show that we can have a thriving econ-
omy and a good life with reduced negative 
impact on our environment. Maybe it is 
not convincing. There is no doubt that the 
transition will require changes by everyone. 

Groups such as World Renew have high-
lighted the much greater impact of climate 
change for persons with few resources in 
poorer countries. It was hoped that the link 
between a more wide-spread concern about 
global poverty in faith-based communities 
and creation care would enhance both causes. 

Awareness
In recent years faith-based actors, including 
the Christian Reformed Church, have allo-

Angelyn Kuiper

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich./BURLINGTON, 
Ont. (CRCNA) – At CC press time the launch 
of the Christian Reformed Church’s “CRCNA 
Digital Library” was a few weeks away, but 
the list of titles that will be available to CRC 

members and churches had just been re-
leased and is now available for searching.

The list includes hundreds of books and 
ministry resources on which many churches 
rely. With the “opening” of the Digital Li-
brary, anyone who attends a Christian Re-
formed congregation will be able to access 
them digitally at no cost. Churches can also 
order printed copies and obtain a 20 percent 
CRC discount. Since churches from other de-
nominations do not contribute ministry shares 
to the running of the denomination, those 
churches will continue to pay regular prices.

The February announcement of the Digi-
tal Library drew positive responses from 
churches and members. About one-quarter of 
churches in the denomination have ordered 
bulletin inserts to tell their congregants about 
this new resource, and many others have 
shared the information via social media, 
bulletin announcements and other channels.

Included here is a sampling of titles 
from among the hundreds in the Digital 

Library. The samples include various areas 
of ministry: 

Children’s ministry/Sunday school
DWELL Curriculum Student Resources 

and Leader Guides
Kid Connection Leader Guides
Story Hour Program Guides

Youth ministry
52 Great Bible Studies for Youth; 
Believe It!
Who, Me? Studies

Inter-generational
WE: The Epic Story
WE: Expectations

Adult/small groups
Heidelberg Catechism
Body & Soul
Daylight

Church leadership
The Deacon’s Handbook
The Elder’s Handbook
The Church Staff Handbook

Worship
Prayers of the People
Our Faith
The Worship Sourcebook
Although the Digital Library will in-

clude most Faith Alive products, some 
resources, like the Lift Up Your Hearts 
hymnal, won’t be available because of 
third-party copyrights, old file formats or 
other special situations.

At press time some 2,000 individuals 
had pre-registered at crcna.org/Library for 
access to the library. That access is being 
phased in on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Anyone who has signed up will be notified 
by email as to when they can get into the 
Digital Library.

The Digital Library is a one-year pilot 
program for CRC churches and members, 
made possible through ministry shares. The 
20 percent CRC discount will begin in June, 
and will cover nearly everything in the Faith 
Alive catalog. 

From creation care 
to climate justice

CRC Digital Library titles ready for searching

cated more resources to public education. 
The recent “Climate Witness Project” by 
the CRCNA, for example, engaged local 
church leaders to get the message into local 
congregations. While there is some growth 
in support, much more is needed to be effec-
tive. Public leaders who are willing to take 
action need strong support from the public 
to resist pressure from powerful interests 
that will have to make adjustments. 

Perhaps I am missing other important 
factors. Finding the key to mobilize public 
support is important for the next few years. 
It will take action by all of us on all levels 
to move from the current rhetoric about 
taking action to effective implementation 
of a national strategy to reduce the human 
causes of climate change. 

Editor’s note: Stay tuned for an interview with 
Christian climate scientist Katharine Hayhoe 
in an upcoming issue of Christian Courier.

Kathy Vandergrift is a public policy analyst 
who specializes in children’s rights and social 
justice. She holds a Master’s Degree in Public 

Ethics from St. Paul’s University in Ottawa.

Reformed roots are earthy. Why doesn't this translate into more support for creation care?
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A unique, one-year pilot program to share 
CRC resources.

http://www.faithaliveresources.org/Products/151104/the-deacons-handbook.aspx
http://www.faithaliveresources.org/Products/151099/the-elders-handbook.aspx
http://www.faithaliveresources.org/Products/151121/the-church-staff-handbook.aspx
http://www.faithaliveresources.org/Products/420026/prayers-of-the-people.aspx
http://www.faithaliveresources.org/Products/155284/our-faith.aspx
http://www.faithaliveresources.org/Products/420021/the-worship-sourcebook.aspx
http://www.crcna.org/Library
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Philip Christman

In life, David Bowie – who died in Janu-
ary – was both celebrated and reviled for 
his lack of a stable artistic personality, a hard center of self. 
Fans loved him, and some critics hated him, but they often 
read him the same way: as a series of more or less cynical 
gestures surrounding nothing. (So who picks the gestures, 
then?) This reading now appears almost monumentally 
wrong, an error on the same level as thinking Bob Dylan 
a protest singer, or Frank Zappa a dangerous intellectual. 

We all mourn in our own way. I mourned Bowie, whose 
music I have loved since a cool older buddy played “Star-“Star-Star-
man” for me one day at the gas station where we all hung 
out in high school (yes, really), by listening back through 
his incomparable ‘70s discography, while reading Rebel 
Rebel (2015), Chris O’Leary’s superb song-by-song critical 
examination of Bowie’s catalogue from the beginning of 
his career through 1976. What I found – or what O’Leary 
found for me – was a set of artistic preoccupations as stub-
bornly there as any in pop music history. His styles and 
collaborators changed, sure – this became its own form 
of consistency, after a while. But whether he sang spacey 
folk music, heavy metal, Stones-y hard rock, “plastic soul,” 
Germanic disco or covers of old movie themes, Bowie 
mined the same themes: the joy and terror of transforma-
tion, the ugly allure of power, and the obsessive, doomed 
search for gnostic and occult knowledge, all followed by 
a final, humiliating return to love in its humblest forms. 

Bowie, born David Robert Jones in 1947, grew up the 
favourite child in a blended family. His older brother, Terry, 
was his idol and a prototypical Cool Older Brother, intro-
ducing him to free jazz and existentialism before falling 
prey to the serious mental illness that had long shadowed 
Bowie’s family history. Biographical readings are a no-no 
in academia, but seriously: is it any wonder that Bowie 
explored the mutability of the self when he spent so many 
years in terror of going insane? And is it any wonder that, 
as an artist, he chose to embody that terror by shuffling 
through persona after persona on his records (Major Tom; 
Ziggy Stardust; the Candidate; the Thin White Duke), while 
writing not one but two oblique tributes to Terry, whose 
loss of self Bowie could only dramatize?

The first of those tributes, “All the Madmen,” appears 
on 1970’s The Man Who Sold the World, an album that 
comes close to being Bowie’s first masterpiece. “I’d rather 
stay here/with all the madmen/than perish with the sad 
men roaming free,” sings Bowie, at this point still using a 
voice that resembles the love child of Robert Plant, Johnny 
Rotten and Katharine Hepburn. Having made his choice, 
he spends the rest of the album exploring images of obses-
sion, self-harm, self-displacement; the album only seems 
to celebrate these themes because guitarist Mick Ronson 
and producer/bassist Tony Visconti wrote a large portion 
of the music, and they invest it with the male-adolescent 
fist-in-the-air defiance of early heavy metal. 

The same thematic preoccupations appear on Hunky 
Dory (1971), his first agreed-upon masterwork. This is 
where you get Bowie the songwriter: Ronson’s guitar 
theatrics are toned down somewhat, and it’s the gorgeous 
arrangements that prevent us from noticing the nihilism. 
Take “Quicksand.” A true cafeteria spiritualist, Bowie 
throws in references to every flavour of fake occult insight 
available in the average late-’60s paperback collection – 
Tibetan Buddhism, Aleister Crowley – before concluding: 
“Knowledge comes with death’s relief.” He doesn’t sound 
relieved. O’Leary instructively compares “Quicksand” to 
1971’s other great nihilist ballad: “‘Imagine’ . . . flatters 

Looking back 
on David Bowie

its listeners by inviting them to be part of the elect, those 
who have no need of God or countries, those who have 
transcended the pettiness of life. ‘Quicksand’ offers no such 
assurances and has no community.” The album ends with 
“The Bewlay Brothers,” a gorgeously troubled song with 
some of Bowie’s most notoriously convoluted lyrical im-
agery. Interviews confirm that it’s his other tribute to Terry.

Transgression for its own sake is probably not the worst, 
but certainly the stupidest effect of late capitalism, which 
needs us to get out there and find some tasty new sins (call 
it “market research”). Bowie’s next two albums, which 
more or less defined glam rock and made him a star for 
life, partake pretty thoroughly of the Stones-Zeppelin-style 
hedonism of the early 1970s. Given where this essay will 
appear, I should clarify that, when I say “hedonism,” I’m 
not talking about his bisexuality, which he first disclosed, 
with typical overstatement, around this time (“I’m gay and 
I always have been,” said the future husband of supermodel 
and noted woman Iman). Every magazine cover on which 
his makeupped face appeared probably stopped a hundred 
closeted kids from jumping in the river, and God bless him 
for that. I’m talking about the flirtations with nihilism, with 
decadence and violence, drugs and meaningless sex, which 
stretch across The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the 
Spiders From Mars (1972) and Aladdin Sane (1973). On 
Ziggy, Bowie’s dark obsessions and the hard-rock energy 
of his band – Ronson, bassist Trevor Boulder and drummer 
Woody Woodmansey – counterpoint each other beauti-
fully, and the album ends on the lovely redemptive note 
of “Rock’n’Roll Suicide,” which, despite its title, is a plea 
for community: “You’re wonderful!” Bowie screams to his 
audience, as if this is the thought that will stop him from 
pulling the trigger. Any lingering hesitation is resolved by 
the song’s sweet, sudden resolution into a D-major, the 
key Bowie often shifts to at his most hopeful. Ziggy has 
put down the gun. 

The Ziggy-Aladdin diptych also questions the sources 
of the rock-star’s power, sometimes likening him to a false 
messiah, even a proto-fascist figure, who uses a kind of 
magic to achieve problematic control over other minds. 
(Bowie was fascinated by the then-current, now-debunked 
theory that Hitler was a practicing occultist; cf. also 
Raiders of the Lost Ark.) Diamond Dogs (1973), a great, 
nightmarish album, continues this theme, even likening the 
rock star to Orwell’s Big Brother. Bowie’s fear of what he’s 
becoming is palpable. It is even more so on 1974’s Young 
Americans, one of the handful of convincing soul records 
ever made by a white person. Bad white soul singers – the 
worst ones all seem to be ponytailed men named Michael 
– simply roar every line, like politicians pounding a table; 
they think to be heard for their much speaking. Bowie, 
with his voice thinned by drugs and overwork to a hoarse 
croon, doesn’t (can’t) pound the table; he traces a single 
longing, desperate, obsessive finger along it. He sounds 
naked, afraid.

He was. By the time of Station to Station (1976), he’d 
been living for months on cocaine and milk (some sources 
add peppers to this list). He was now virtually certain that 
fascism was coming to England (so were a lot of people 
– read up on GB75 sometime). He’d predicted and feared 
such a turn of events for so long that he started to long 
for it, as a hospice patient longs for death. He created 
a new character, the Thin White Duke, a conflation of 
Aleister Crowley with the aristocratic fascists of the ‘30s 

(think of the young Oswald Mos-
ley), to give this fear/fascination 
an object, and Station to Station’s 
majestic title song spends its first 
five minutes slowly predicting this 
figure’s emergence over a monoto-
nous funk riff. “The return of the 
thin white duke/throwing darts in 
lovers’ eyes,” Bowie sings, and the 
song floats briefly from A-minor 
into D-major – but it’s done this 
once already, so we expect a return 
to minor. This time, though, the 
music slows to a crawl as a key-
board figure travels up to a high 
F-sharp. It pauses there. Suddenly 
the drums pick up, then the whole 
band shifts into high gear, as if 
finally rebelling against the Duke, 
and Bowie, his voice a strangled 
yelp, joins the insurgency: “Once 
there were mountains and moun-
tains and once there were sunbirds 
to soar with and once I could never 
be down,” he gasps in one breath-
less phrase. “Got to keep searching 
and searching and oh what will I be 
believing and who will connect me with love?” 

By the third track, he’s found out who – or Who. “Word 
on a Wing” is shockingly and unmistakably hymnlike: 
“Sweet name, you’re born once again for me”; “Lord, 
I kneel and offer you my word on a wing.” Is this just 
another persona, the soul-scarred rock star trying on evan-
gelicalism, as Dylan would a few years later? Except for 
his famous impromptu recitation of the Lord’s Prayer at a 
tribute concert to Freddie Mercury, I know of no evidence 
whatever that Bowie took Christianity especially seriously, 
and plenty of evidence that he didn’t. But Station to Station 
and the albums that follow do show him turning toward 
something – searching and searching for who will connect 
him with love. 

He moved to Berlin, quit the drugs, and probably saved 
Iggy Pop from overdosing. Within a few years, the old lib-
ertine would be pleading on record with an unnamed woman 
to “Be My Wife,” as if loyalty suddenly mattered more than 
sensation. He would record “‘Heroes,’” the most life-affi rm-“‘Heroes,’” the most life-affi rm-‘Heroes,’” the most life-affi rm-’” the most life-affirm-
ing song in the rock canon. (The scare quotes are only there 
so we’ll take him seriously.) His last great song, by my 
reckoning, is “Under Pressure,” his mighty duet with Queen: 
“Love’s such an old-fashioned word/and love dares you to 
care for/the people at the edge of the night,” he sings, in an 
even, controlled tone. Nobody here is kidding. Nobody here 
is wearing a mask. I have heard these words thousands of 
times on the radio; repetition has never dulled the shock that 
I feel at hearing such counsel from a rock star. You may or 
may not agree, as I do, with Jack Hamilton, who wrote in 
Slate the day after the man’s death that these are the “most 
unabashedly moral” lines in the history of rock. But the man 
who sang them deserves to be remembered 
as more than a chameleon. 

Phil Christman writes and teaches in Ann 
Arbor, Mich. He is the editor of the Michi-
gan Review of Prisoner Creative Writing.
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Sonya VanderVeen Feddema:  
An interview with Dr. Neil Brown

Dr. Neil Brown, 36, is a chiropractor who 
believes that “without vision, people per-
ish.” In 2001, Dr. Brown graduated with 
a Bachelor of Science from McMaster 
University in Hamilton, Ontario, and in 
2004 with a Doctor of Chiropractic from 
New York Chiropractic College, New York. 
Since 2005, he has practiced at his clinic, 
Ancaster Family Chiropractic, in Ancaster, 
Ontario, with the help of his staff. He and his 
wife Karen are the parents of four children 
ranging in age from infancy to 10 years. I 
interviewed Dr. Neil Brown to learn about 
how he integrates his Christian faith with 
chiropractic care.

   
CHRISTIAN COURIER: What is your vision 
of chiropractic care and its benefits?
DR. NEIL BROWN: We ask God to send us 
people whom we can help. Our starting point 
for each person is that they are made to heal. 
Many people are familiar with chiropractic 
from a pain-relieving perspective and, while 
that is a common benefit, our main purpose 
is to remove interference to allow normal 
nerve function to occur. God has given us 
amazing bodies that can heal, recreate, re-
generate and rebuild from the inside out. 
Our nerve system controls and coordinates 
every muscle, tissue and cell. Our purpose is 
to simply help people steward their physical 
resource. I have one job with two parts – to 
discover where there is nerve interference 
and then to reduce it as much as possible or, 
even better, remove it completely.

Have you encountered myths about chiro-
practic care? If so, how have you responded 
to them?

The medical paradigm and chiropractic 
paradigm are very different. We provide a 
free weekly chiropractic workshop to share 
our beliefs about health and to clarify the 
difference between the two perspectives. 
We put a lot of importance on people under-
standing their health at a deeper level, rather 
than just passively providing a service with-

out deeper understanding. We do regular 
community outreach events to communicate 
our vision and remind people that they have 
the ability to heal. It’s a revelation for some 
because they’ve been told they are victims 
of bad germs, bad genes or bad luck.

How did God lead you to become a 
chiropractor?

From just a few months of age, my par-
ents took me to a chiropractor to get my 
spine and nerve system checked. Early in 
high school, I decided to become an op-
tometrist. I changed my plans in Grade 10 
or 11. I was a competitive sprinter in track 
and field at the time and was seeing a well-
known sports chiropractor. His life seemed 
glamorous to me – he was working with 
elite athletes and professional sports teams, 
traveling regularly, and was recognized in 
his field. That’s what I wanted to do! I went 
to chiropractic school in the U.S. with that 
plan in mind. 

About half way through, I went to a sem-
inar and saw something completely different. 
It led me to shadow another Christian chiro-
practor, Dr. Lloyd Decoff, who was (and is) 
a huge influence on my life. He practiced in 
a way that allowed him to focus on serving 
in his office, but also to make his family 
a priority and to spend lots of time with 
them. Funny story – when I was looking for 
someone to shadow, I literally opened the 
phone book to Waterdown, Ont., closed my 
eyes, and “randomly” pointed to Dr. Lloyd. 
There was no random in that, I’m sure! I 
had no idea he was a Christian. Finding Dr. 
Lloyd was the biggest “God moment” in my 
journey to that point! 

How do you integrate your Christian faith 
into your practice?

We are committed to serving every single 
person who walks in our door. I think our 
communication and transparency allow us 
to show how we are Christ-followers. We 
pray before we start working each morning 
and afternoon and ask God for wisdom, dis-
cernment and that he will send people whom 
we can help. We are doing our best to create 

a culture of healing and trust, and that also 
helps point some people to Jesus.

Chiropractic care isn’t covered by Ontario’s 
provincial healthcare insurance program. 
How do you respond when someone who 
comes to you for help has no personal 
insurance coverage and is unable to pay 
your fee?

We help every person seeking care, re-
gardless of their financial situation. We have 
done that since we opened our clinic in 2005. 
God has called us to use our talent and we 
feel very strongly that it needs to be provided 
to everyone!

On your website (ancasterfamilychiro-
practic.ca), you mention that you are help-
ing people fulfill the vision they have for 
their lives. How do you accomplish that?

It points back to our desire and ability to 
remove interference. There’s so much we 
are capable of, but we are limited by areas 
of physical, emotional and chemical interfer-
ence. Several years ago a 74-year-old lady 
called me from a nursing home to ask me to 
help her get better. In the first few months 
she was able to move better and was in less 
pain. As she continued to improve, she was 
able to regain even more mobility, decrease 
the prescribed drugs she took, decrease her 
dependence on her cane and experience a 
lot less pain. Crazy story – after living in the 
nursing home for more than four years, she 
moved out into her own apartment! She told 
me, “I’m too young to be here.” So, at 78 
years of age, she left! She had the desire and 
vision to be independent, but her physical 
limitations hadn’t allowed her to live on her 
own. If you have life and breath in you, you 
have the ability to heal.

How else have you seen lives changed 
through chiropractic care?

Here are a few ways. A 14-year-old boy 
was wetting the bed at least three times a 
week. Through chiropractic care, he was 
healed so that he almost never wetted the 
bed anymore. He was able to fulfill a dream 
of having sleepovers with friends. A 21-year-
old woman had an erratic menstrual cycle. 
She had been given hormones and drugs 
to try to regulate it. She began chiropractic 
care and immediately regained a normal 28-
day cycle. She was then much more likely 
to fulfill her dream of having a family. A 
5-year-old girl had migraines at least two 
times a week. She had been prescribed 
heavy-duty drugs, was missing school and 
living in agony because she had extreme 
light and sound sensitivity. Her migraines 
were reduced and resolved in a few weeks 
of chiropractic adjustments.

You’re a partner of Chiropractors with 
Compassion (CWC). What does that entail?

CWC was started in 2004 by two 
chiropractors in Ottawa. It’s a part of 
Compassion Canada and the projects we 
work on are funded only by CWC partners. 

CWC partners have raised more than $2 
million by simply donating $20 for every 
new patient exam we perform.

What do you and your family do to main-
tain a healthy lifestyle?

Our health care routine involves, of 
course, regular chiropractic adjustments. 
We have a naturopath instead of a medical 
doctor. My wife was under midwife care 
for all four pregnancies and we did a home 
birth for all four. My wife is amazing at meal 
planning and choosing foods that are going 
to be eaten (tricky with four kids) and nutri-
tious. We stay active running after children, 
wrestling with them and playing outside.

How have you seen God’s blessing on your 
practice?

We see amazing healing on a regular 
basis. The most memorable ones are people 
who have tried exercising, or drugs, or 
physiotherapy or acupuncture, and they 
come to us in a “I’ve tried everything” pos-
ture,  and the only thing they’ve never had is 
a thorough spine and nerve health checkup.

Do you have any future goals for your 
practice?

I would love to have an associate or part-
ner with whom I would be able to share the 
energy, healing and community vision of my 
practice. There is strength and momentum 
that can only happen with more than one 
doctor. We are open and ready for God to 
continue to work through us; we have the 
capacity to serve more people and we’re 
trusting that God will send in more people 
for us to help.

Integrating Christian faith with Chiropractic care

Neil Brown with his wife Karen and their children: Lydia (6), Kassandra (4), Jansen (2), 
and five-month-old Felicity.

Neil Brown lives in Dundas, 
Ont. and worships at The 
Meeting House in downtown 
Hamilton, Ont.

Sonya Vanderveen Feddema is 
a freelance writer living in St. 
Catharines, Ont.

W
IK

IM
ED

IA
 C

O
M

M
O

N
S/

LU
C

IE
N

 M
O

N
FI

LS



PAGE 11APRIL 25, 2016

Features

Michael Saunders

Throughout the past two thousand years or 
so, Christians have gathered in a remark-
ably vast array of buildings, and always for 
the same purpose – to experience fellow-
ship with God and each other. From humble 
beginnings in home churches to the great 
cathedrals of Europe and even to less ornate 
contemporary buildings, Christian churches 
have sought to convey a message about 
the experience within. The continuing re-
definition of the church building over time 
would seem at first to contradict the very 
constancy of God’s nature. But perhaps it 
is more a reflection of our own inability to 
fully express the divine in any medium. 
This inability is likely what has led to the 
prevailing notion that a church’s architec-
ture is inconsequential. Our understanding 
is that God is not housed by these build-
ings – as other traditions would suggest 
– but that he dwells within our very selves. 
Nevertheless, our environment, including 
our built environment, will inevitably im-
pact our lives whether we realize it or not.

This impact is not about determining 
the ideal style of architecture but about 
embracing and experiencing the artistry 
in front of you, and letting that point you 
to the Artist whose work is as varied as 
an evening sunset and a rugged mountain 
range. This has always been the purpose of 
religious architecture – to weave function 
and meaning together to create something 
symbolic that draws people’s minds to God, 
even without them knowing quite why.

Melding functionality with 
spiritual significance
Many of the elements we have come to 
associate with church architecture over 
the centuries have in fact grown out of 
functional necessity. The flying buttresses 
that flank the grand gothic cathedrals of 
Europe were initially designed to disperse 

the sheer weight of the stone façade that 
stretched ever higher into the sky. Similarly, 
the lancet (or pointed arch) which has since 
had much symbolic meaning attached to it 
because its shape naturally points toward 
the heavens, was an innovation that more 
efficiently distributed loads around wall 
openings than a traditional round arch did. 
This functionality does not take away from 
the spiritual significance of such features, 
but can cause us to appreciate the melding 
of the spiritual and the physical into some-
thing beautiful – an echo of something that 
our great Creator did in a garden a very 
long time ago.

When it comes to church design, the 
vertical axis is the most valuable tool at the 
architect’s disposal. In addition to the point-
ed arch, designers have included elements 
like vaulted ceilings and steeples to evoke 
that same sense that this structure is meant 
to point to something higher. Steeples often 
serve the dual purpose of directing the eye 
upwards and providing a convenient loca-
tion for a belfry, due to the obvious acous-
tical advantages. Some Christian traditions 
use domes to accomplish a similar goal. The 
interior of the dome is commonly used to 
represent heaven above the worshippers, 
and is often ornately painted to underscore 
the effect.

Shaping stories
If you are fortunate enough to worship 
in a building that features stained glass 
windows, be sure to appreciate not only 
the absolute beauty of the art form, but 
also the historical significance. In a time 
when the vast majority of congregants 
were illiterate, images in stained glass 
windows were used to tell the gospel story 
pictorially. Some churches used carvings 
in various locations to accomplish the 
same goal. With increased literacy, the 
emphasis has (rightly) shifted to personal 
reading of the scriptures themselves. But 
stained glass still serves the purpose of 
being a beautiful reminder of the God we 
gather to worship. A variety of window 

shapes have been employed 
over time to accomplish the 
same purpose. Many, like 
the trefoil shape, are sym-
bolic of the Trinity.

Even the layout of a 
church can speak to  a 
deeper meaning. Classic 
churches often had a prefer-
ence for a cruciform layout 
(a cross-shaped floor plan), 
and this layout even shaped 
the format of the services in 
some traditions. More con-
temporary churches tend 
toward a more open sanctu-
ary, which has the look and 
feel of a communal space.

Many of  these t rad-
itional design elements 
have been shed as trends 
in church architecture have 
evolved. Mark Hicks, part-
ner at Dickinson and Hicks 
Architects Inc., an Ontario-
based architecture firm 
that specializes in church design, notes 
that currently “there is less demand for a 
specific type of church architecture. There 
is no building type that defines the contem-
porary church today.” Instead, Hicks has 
noticed that most churches are looking for 
“flexible building space, although some 
like some traditional building elements 
that can still be identified with ‘church,’” 
while noting that “other clients have pre-
ferred to use traditional church iconog-
raphy in more subtle ways.”

Re-forming
Although one may be tempted to miss the 
more traditional elements that strike a clear 
and resonant chord with our perception of 
church architecture, the movement away 
from these forms affords the opportunity 
to embrace the varied nature of God. Since 
we recognize that he is far too vast to be de-
fined by any one medium, art form or place, 
it is especially appropriate – and perhaps 
important – that we continue to experience 
new expressions of church architecture. 
And Hicks has been doing just that. “We 
have redefined empty warehouse buildings, 
converted schools, commercial and retail 
buildings and theatres for church clients. 
In fact, some churches even prefer non-
traditional church forms.”

Even in a less traditional church setting, 
the building’s architecture still offers a 
unique opportunity to compliment our wor-
ship experience. The next time you walk 
into a church, take the time to consider the 
building – just for a moment. Consider the 
meaning behind the form. If the meaning 
is elusive, try attaching your own to the 
architecture. This practice is essentially 
how we come to associate emotion with any 
aspect of our built environment. A physical 
building that is unlikely to change over time 
provides the opportunity for us to anchor 
a certain mindset in it. This can serve as a 
cue to prepare our minds for the worship 
experience within.

Faith building

Michael Saunders is an 
architectural designer and home 
accessibility consultant. He 
enjoys exploring the many ways 
our built environment impacts 
our lives, and helping people 
adapt their homes to meet their 
changing needs. Michael lives in 
Courtice, Ont. with his wife Amy 
and their three young kids.

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Nativity of St. Mary, Oshawa, Ont. As with many eastern 
orthodox churches, domes are prominently featured, each topped with a cross.

Top Image: All Saints Anglican Church, 
Whitby, Ont. Traditional design that makes 
use of the vertical axis with narrow windows 
with pointed arches, steep roof pitches and 
towering steeple.
Bottom image: Portico Community Church, 
Streetsville, Ont. A contemporary church 
design, achieved through a mix of traditional 
and modern materials, and flat roofs.
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Joel Kok

As Reformed Christians in Canada make 
ministry plans for 2020 and beyond, we can 
learn much from a Reformed denomination 
founded in 1925, namely the United Church 
of Canada. More specifically, we can learn 
from Phyllis D. Airhart’s book, A Church 
with the Soul of a Nation: Making and 
Remaking the United Church of Canada. 
In this excellent study, Airhart portrays a 
denomination setting out with high hopes to 
embody the kingdom of God in the nation 
of Canada. She also, with both sympathy 
and honesty, portrays the demise of the 
hopes on which the United Church was 
founded. Through Airhart’s insights into 
the past, Reformed Christians today can 
discern a call to approach the future by 
combining at all times a radical devotion 
to the Scriptures with a radical dependence 
on grace.

A major strength in Airhart’s work lies 
in her attention to both the theological and 
sociological-cultural currents that affect-
ed the United Church from its beginning. 
For example, she points out that, while 
the United Church was often viewed as 
theologically progressive, it was actual-
ly born within an alliance to an ancient 
and decaying social arrangement called 

“Christendom.” In a society organized by 
the ideal of Christendom, Church and 
state work together, and whether or not the 
Church is legally established, it does have 
a privileged place in society. According 
to Airhart, the early leaders of the United 
Church sought to use their privileged place 
for the common good by becoming “a na-
tional Church, National, not in any sense of 
State-controlled, or State-controlling, but 

for the friendly service of the whole nation” 
(5). In such an arrangement, the Church 
would seek to “Christianize” the social or-
der to the extent that being a good Christian 
and a good Canadian would amount to 
pretty much the same thing (14).

Laying the groundwork
One way United Church leaders sought to 

“Christianize the social order” in Canada 
was by practicing a form of “kingdom 
theology.” For example, a United Church 
spokesman named J.S. Woodsworth taught 
United Church members “to pray ‘thy king-
dom come’ [not in reference to] some future 
state in some far off world, and not in some 
vague way all over the universe, but thy 
kingdom come right here in Canada, in 
Manitoba, in Winnipeg, in Brownsville, in 
my own township’” (105). Many Reformed 
Christians today could say “Amen” to such 
a prayer, and the dedication of the United 
Church to a kingdom theology did bear 
significant fruit in Canada.

Airhart writes, “Though Canada’s demo-
cratic ideals and social welfare policies 
have since become separated from their 
Christian roots, the United Church did help 
to lay the groundwork for them” (295).

Adapting to the modern world
The term United Church leaders used for 
their version of kingdom theology was 

“liberal evangelicalism.” By that term, 
leaders – at least many of them – did not 
intend theological liberalism or a mod-
ernism that denied historic Christian 
teachings. Instead, they sought a social 
expression of the Gospel that could adapt 
to the modern world without falling into 
apostasy. Throughout most of its history, 
the United Church insisted that personal 
evangelism and social action could and 
must stay together. However, problems for 
this “marriage” arose when a social and 
cultural revolution in the 1960s brought 
strains that proved too much to bear. While 

“Christianization” may have sounded gener-
ous to many in 1925, by 1945 such a move-
ment was viewed with suspicion, and by 
1965 was either rejected with scorn or ig-

nored with indifference. French Canadians 
rightly discerned Anglo-Saxon imperial-
ism hidden (or not) in missional talk of 
Christianization. Other groups, seeking to 
overcome the legacy of British colonialism, 
also discerned not only imperialism but 
also racism in many well-meaning efforts 
to improve social conditions. Eventually, 
the ideal of a Just Society displaced the 
ideal of a Christian Society in Canada, 
and Airhart summarizes, “As time passed, 
the church’s call to Christianize the social 
order seemed arrogant and paternalistic” 
(294).

Chastened by such critiques, important 
United Church leaders in the 1960s be-
came advocates for radical change. Their 
expression of urgency regarding new forms 
of mission included denunciations of old 
forms. Holding up J. Raymond Hord as the 
personification of the new era, Airhart por-
trays the United Church rejecting traditional 
approaches to evangelism, as personified by 
Billy Graham. Airhart summarizes the mes-
sage of these new leaders by stating, “Instead 
of the church proclaiming the gospel to the 
world and calling Canada to Christ, they ap-
pealed to the church to ‘listen to the world’” 
(226). By listening to the world, the Church 
could become “relevant” to “big issues” 
such as war, poverty and the treatment of 
Canada’s indigenous peoples. Traditional 
moral concerns, “such as drink, decadence 
and divorce” (227) fell by the wayside. The 
controversies generated by such emphases 
took a toll on the United Church. According 
to Airhart, “in many respects the church 
that was born in 1925 did not survive the 
tumultuous 1960s” (256). 

Harvesting hope
As I hope this review makes clear, Airhart 
does not view the United Church as a fail-
ure or a tragedy. Instead, she offers a mixed 
evaluation and presents the United Church 
as one version of denominations throughout 
Canada and the western world dealing with 
adverse social and demographic trends. She 
also holds out hope in the form of some 
important biblical metaphors. She por-
trays the United Church as “waiting to be 
born again” (xx). She describes a difficult 
conversation about identity in which “both 
conservers and innovators planted seeds of 
memory and hope, beneath the hard soil 
of an indifferent culture, for another gen-
eration to harvest” (291). In other words, 
Airhart’s insights can provide illumination 
for a spectrum of Reformed Christians and 
Christians from other traditions.

Radical response
As a Christian Reformed pastor, I take away 
two main messages from Airhart with re-
spect to my own work. The first is that rad-
ical listening to God through the Scriptures 
is the first and foremost way for the people 
of God to carry out our mission in the world. 
Certainly we need to listen to the world, and 
obviously listening to God and listening to 

the world go together the way loving God 
and loving our neighbours go together. 
When I ask, where can we find hope and 
strength to love our neighbours amid the 
shifting sands of social trends, I wind up 
echoing Peter when he said to Jesus, “Lord, 
to whom can we go? You have the words 
of eternal life” (John 6:68). I note also that 
Lesslie Newbigin, the father of “missional” 
thinking makes preaching and worship the 
primary call of the church as the church. 
(See chapter 6, “What Must We Be? The 
Call of the Church” in Foolishness to the 
Greeks: The Gospel and Western Culture).

Along with radical listening to God with 
the Scriptures, Airhart’s book calls me also 
to radical dependence on grace. In a superb 
review of Airhart’s work, along with two 
other books about the United Church, Mark 
Noll both highlights the achievements of 
the United Church and also suggests that 

“the failure of the United Church can be 
described as essentially cultural rather than 
primarily theological (booksandculture.
com/articles/2015/sepoct/o-canada.html).”  
Noll’s observations lead me to pray with 
the Psalmist: “who can detect their er-
rors? Clear me from hidden faults”  (Psalm 
19:12). None of us operates infallibly either 
theologically or culturally. All of us stand 
by grace alone. Perhaps the best message 
for Reformed Christians to offer Canada 
and the world in the twenty-first century is 
to echo Paul creatively when he proclaims 
in Romans 3:22-23: “For there is no distinc-
tion, since all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God; they are now justified by 
his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus.” 

The gospel of the Kingdom in Canada

Joel Kok has served as pas-
tor at Willowdale Christian 
Reformed Church in Toronto 
since January, 2010. Joel 
and his wife Tricia have three 
children, aged 25, 23 and 21.

A Church with the Soul of a Nation: 
Making and Remaking the United Church 
of Canada by Phyllis D. Airhart, 2013
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FURTHER READING: 
Beyond Evangelicalism by Kevin 
Flatt (2013). Covered by CC in 2013, 
this book explores how the United 
Church reinvented itself in the 1960s 
and changed Canada's religious land-
scape in the process.
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Second Thoughts
Kathy Vandergrift

Second            Thoughts

Taste & See
Monica deRegt

Kathy Vandergrift

Perfectly  
marinated

“As every real estate agent knows, a poor 
house in good surroundings will sell for 
a higher price than a better house in 
poor surroundings.”     

– Nan Fairbrother

Have you ever noticed when you talk to 
someone who has just returned from a 
missions trip or an extended vacation to a 
different country, or a year away at Bible 
college, that they act and talk a little differ-
ently than they did before going? Having 
soaked up a different culture, they might 
speak with a new accent or express interest 
in new hobbies; you might notice foreign 
phrases peppering their conversation. And 
speaking of pepper, they might also have 
stretched their palettes to acquire a few 
new taste buds (and hopefully the recipes 
to accompany them!).

As much as modern culture likes to 
push the thought that “we must be our-

selves” no matter what happens in our 
lives, the truth is that we are affected by 
our surroundings; in particular, the people 
we associate with have an indelible impact 
on who we become. This is not news – the 
Psalms opens with similar tones:  “Blessed 
is the one who does not walk in step with 
the wicked or stand in the way that sinners 
take or sit in the company of mockers, but 
whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and who meditates on his law day and 
night. That person is like a tree planted 
by streams of water, which yields its fruit 
in season and whose leaf does not wither 

– whatever they do prospers” (vs. 1-3). We 
produce what we take in and we will be 
known by our fruits. Our surroundings 
make a difference!

Enhancing our flavour
The basic definition of a marinade is a 
seasoned liquid in which you soak meat 
to enhance its flavour and/or texture be-
fore cooking (culinarylore.com). Most 
marinades include some sort of acid – like 
lemon juice, vinegar or wine – which 
helps to break down the surface tissue and 
allow the other spices and seasonings to 
penetrate and tenderize the meat, infusing 
it with delicious flavours.

When you think about it, we are all 
marinating in our surroundings, some of 
us more broken down by the acids of life 
and deeply seasoned than others. However, 
unlike a piece of chicken or steak, we 
have choices about what we allow into 
our marinade, or how long we dwell in it. 

Sometimes, as adults, we convince our-
selves we are immune to certain influences 
in life. How often do we monitor our own 

“screen time” the way we obsess about 
it with our children? Are we as careful 
with our friendship choices and topics of 
conversation as we caution our teenagers 
to be? If what we immerse ourselves in 
changes our “flavour” to the world, then 
what does your recipe look like? I’m 
quite sure mine would not make it into 
any best-selling cookbooks. Critics might 
say it contains an unbalanced amount of 
social media and not near enough Scrip-
ture meditation; probably too much sour 
and not enough sweet. Excessive amounts 
of book reading and almost undetectable 
traces of hard work! 

Regardless of our particular flavour, 
every nuance of who we are becoming – 
whether boldly seasoned or mildly spiced, 
whether we seem unpalatably bland or 
too spicy to handle – we are known to 
our Father, who delights in meeting us 
exactly where we are. His amazing grace 
allows even the most imperfect influences 
to be unmistakably perfect at shaping us 
for his purposes.

There is no mistaking some of the fla-
vours in this favourite marinade of mine 
which I found years ago on allrecipes.com.
The thai-inspired peanut and lime com-
bination is a lovely complement to any rice 
dish or a great addition to an asian-style 
salad. Leftovers can also be folded into a 
wrap with some shredded lettuce, carrots 
and green onions!

Monica deRegt is the 
features editor for CC and is 
willing to admit she has an 
addiction to peanut butter. 

Ingredients
2 tbsp creamy peanut butter
½ cup soy sauce
½ cup lime or lemon juice
1 tbsp brown sugar
2 tbsp curry powder
2 cloves garlic, chopped
1 tsp hot pepper sauce
6 skinless, boneless chicken breasts, 

cubed or cut into 1-inch strips

Directions
1. In a mixing bowl, combine peanut 

butter, soy sauce, lime juice, brown 
sugar, curry powder, garlic and hot 
pepper sauce. 

2. Place chicken breasts in marinade 
and refrigerate at least 2 hours. 
Overnight is best.

3. Preheat grill to high heat. 
4. If using cubes, pour off excess mari-

nade and weave chicken onto skew-
ers. Grill for 5 minutes per side. 
(Alternatively, use larger chicken 
strips and grill on their own, al-
lowing more time to cook through.)

Chicken Satay

I can’t recall the title, but I 
clearly remember the first 
book that awakened me to 
suffering beyond a bloody 
nose or schoolyard snub. It 
was a small, blue, hard-cov-

ered book about the 16th century Spanish 
siege of Leiden. I sobbed to my mother: 

“Those poor Dutch people were trapped! 
They were starving! They ate dogs, cats and 
rats!” I was just a kid, but I’d discovered 
empathy. 

Books continue to be a God-given op-
portunity for me to meet, understand and 
love my neighbour. 

The Reason You Walk by Canadian 
journalist Wab Kinew is the unsentimental 
account of a father and son relationship 
inhabited by colonial subjugation. Kinew’s 
father, Tobasonakwut, endured a litany of 
horrors at St. Mary’s Indian Residential 
School. He was given a new name, Peter 
Kelly. Every aspect of his native culture 
was demeaned – his appearance, his lan-
guage, his religion, his traditions. He was 
strapped for offenses he didn’t understand. 
He was sexually abused by both men and 

women, vilified by a nun even as she raped 
him. He witnessed the beating of his closest 
friend by white men and ran, in vain, to get 
help. The nuns insisted later that the boy 
had died of tuberculosis. 

Tobasonakwut’s suffering remained pri-
vate for much of his life. But the childhood 
nightmare dogged his marriage, his parent-
ing and his emotional health. Gradually, 
determined to retrieve his dignity and his 
cultural heritage, Tobasonakwut achieved 
a remarkable transformation, becoming a 
national leader and advocate for his people. 
In 2009 he travelled to Rome to meet Pope 
Benedict XVI, offering him a feather as a 
symbol of reconciliation. Kinew sums up 
his father’s legacy: “He had grappled with 
his pain, with his anger and with his grief. 
Now, we had seen him conquer those things 
with love, a love he extended to his fellow 
human beings, including some who had 
hurt him.” 

Katherine Boo’s book, Behind the 
Beautiful Forevers, is an exposé of life 
in the seething “undercity” of Mumbai, 
a sprawling slum beside its elegant air-
port. Abdul, a Muslim trash picker, one 

of 10 children, is supporting the family 
because, as he says, his father is a man who 
is “too sick to sort much garbage, not sick 
enough to stay off his wife.” Abdul’s belea-
guered future is thrown into even greater 
jeopardy when he is wrongfully accused 
of murder. We also meet Asha, slumlord 
by virtue of her body and her political 
savvy. Her ruthless scamming has but one 
goal – a college education for her talented 
daughter. Ironically, her “most-everything 
girl” ends up despising her, still trapped in 
Annawadi because of her mother’s fraudu-
lent schemes.

Behind the Beautiful Forevers is a gal-
ling read. Boo demonstrates how brutish 
economic conditions give birth to morally 
unconscionable realities: “The poor blame 
one another for the choices of governments 
and markets and we who are not poor are 
ready to blame the poor just as harshly.”

The Illegal is Lawrence Hill’s latest 
work. Olympic-hopeful Keita Ali, a black 
marathon runner, grows up in dangerous 
Zantoroland. His journalist father is mur-
dered for documenting political corruption. 
With the help of an unscrupulous sports 
agent, Keita escapes to Freedom State. 

As a person with illegal status, Keita 
becomes enmeshed in complexities. Worse, 
his sister Charity has been kidnapped in 
Zantoroland and is being held for ransom. 
Keita takes huge risks, competing in public 

races to win the money he needs to free his 
sister. His terror is compounded as various 
individuals all want a piece of him – pol-
iticians, criminals, reporters and athletic 
promoters. 

The fictional, futuristic setting of The 
Illegal allows Hill free rein to explore cur-
rent issues without pinpointing particular 
countries. But to my mind – perhaps be-
cause I read it immediately after the im-
peccably researched Behind the Beautiful 
Forevers – the novel lacks the rigorous 
believability the subject matter demands. 
Nonetheless, it’s a gripping story that high-
lights the difficulties refugees face as they 
flee oppression.

Each of these books fostered my em-
pathy for those who are different from me. 
My neighbourhood is expanding; so is 
yours. Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “Nothing 
that we despise in the other man is entirely 
absent from ourselves. We must learn to re-
gard people less in the light of what they do 
or don’t do, and more in light of what they 
suffer.” I have a choice to make. Will I avert 
my eyes from the suffering of others or will 
I choose to be a good Samaritan? Educating 
myself is a step in the right direction.
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Since we’re in the Easter 
season until Pentecost, I 
want to write about two of 
Bach’s Easter works. They 
stand apart from classical 
Easter music in the way that 

all of Bach’s music stands at the summit of 
classical music, period.

If you weren’t exposed to such music at 
home, in school or at church you may already 
be saying, “This column’s not for me.” But 
wait! Classical music is classic because 
classics (in any field) have withstood years, 
often centuries, of scrutiny. Music classics 
are exquisitely constructed according to 
agreed-upon elements and characteristics. 
(Reformed philosophers-theologians have 
called these “laws” that God embedded in 
creation for us to discover.) Such music has 
intense emotional power. And when it has 
a biblical or other God-glorifying text, that 
power is also affectingly spiritual. 

Bach was a devout Christian (a Lutheran) 
who consciously devoted all his work to 
God’s glory. He signed his manuscripts, for 
the church and the court, with S.D.G.: Soli 
deo gloria (“to the glory of God alone”). 
Periodically he added this cryptic prayer 
in a margin as he composed: Jesu, juve! 
(“Jesus, help [me]”).

I’m thankful I grew up with Bach’s music. 
I gradually gained a sense that its spirit is 
deeply Christian. After I began to study it, 
I found out how true that turned out to be. 

In thinking of Bach and Easter, two 
works especially come to mind: Cantata 
No. 4, based on Luther’s famous Easter 
hymn “Christ Lay in Death’s Strong Bands” 
(known by its German tune name, Christ lag 
in Todesbanden); and the Easter Oratorio.  

Luther’s hymn (Psalter Hymnal # 
398) has a tune simultaneously joyful 
and melancholy – not uncommon in early 
chorales as well as Genevan Psalm tunes. 
The melancholy comes, I think, from a 
yearning for our own final resurrection and 
Christ’s consummation of all things. Bach 
starts slowly, softly, sorrowing: Christ is still 
in the grave. But not for long. The hymn tune 
begins to emerge, with its text, and Bach 
will use it in numerous ways throughout 
the 20-minute cantata. It’s fun to see if you 
can follow the chorale as Bach weaves other 
musical lines around it in a variety of ways. 

Royal trumpets and drums
In contrast, the Easter Oratorio, 
from its very first measure, captures 
the deep joy believers feel because 
Christ has been raised and we know 
our faith is not in vain. The opening 
section is an exuberant, swirling 
dance in 3/4 time, in which three 
high, bright trumpets and stirring 
kettledrums join the normal strings 
and woodwinds. They fairly leap out 
at you, setting your feet to tapping 
and compelling you to otherwise move 
your body with the dance. In Baroque 
music (Bach’s period), trumpets and drums 
signify royalty, festivity or both (here, 
Christ as risen King). 

A much slower, meditative section lets 
you catch your breath. Then the first section 
returns, but surprisingly transformed. The 
dance begins again as expected, with those 
joyous trumpets and drums, but suddenly a 
choir takes over the tune from the orchestra, 
singing, “Kommt, eilet und laufet, ihr 
flüchtigen Füsse!”: “Come, hurry and run, 
you speedy feet!” And then (translated): 

“Reach the cavern which conceals Jesus! 
Laughter and merriment accompanies 
our hearts since our Savior is risen again!”  
From the time I first heard this, long before 
I knew what the German text was saying, I 
pictured Peter and John excitedly running 
to empty tomb. That wasn’t so much my 
prescience as one of many hints here of 
Bach’s genius. The music (even without 
the text) perfectly alludes to that first Easter 
morning scene. 

The oratorio continues with musical 
dialogue between Peter, John, Mary 
Magdalene and “the other Mary.” In 
Baroque choral music, the choir/chorus 
often comments on action taking place. 
In Bach, the chorus often personifies 
Christian believers, singing in praise 
and thanks to God for his mighty works. 
Bach ends the oratorio in the best way 
possible (trumpets and drums again 
significant) when the chorus sings 
(translated), “Praise and thanks remain, 
Lord, your hymn of praise. Hell and devil 
are conquered, its gates are destroyed. 
Rejoice, you rescued tongues, so that you 
are heard in heaven. Open, O heavens, 
your magnificent drawbridges. The Lion 
of Judah approaches in triumph!”    
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‘Come, hurry 
and run’

“All power is given to me 
in heaven and on earth  
. . . go therefore and make 
disciples.”

Lord, my heart is humbled now:
I have stopped my haughty frown, 
curbed my dreams to fit my gifts;
yes, at last I have calmed down. 

Like a child near mother’s breast
I have found contentment, rest.
All God’s folk, hope in the Lord;
soon God’s rule will be restored. 

–Psalm 131  
(versified by Calvin Seerveld)

WANTED: World-changing witnesses for 
Christ and his Kingdom. The successful 
applicant must possess the following at-
tributes: ability to walk softly, hide well 
and be good at throwing apples and stones. 

Heroic characters are usually out front 
leading the charge on a white horse or in 
a new fighter that has just been commis-
sioned for Starfleet. But hiding? Walking 
softly?

And for weapons, stones and apples just 

don’t make it. More likely a new phaser/
laser gun. 

But in J.R.R. Tolkien’s book The Hobbit, 
the hero has those “quiet” skills and yet 
becomes the hero. Bilbo Baggins, who’d 
much prefer to be growing potatoes, ends 
up defeating a dragon and all sorts of evil 
creatures with no more heroic qualities than 
furry feet and a good throwing arm. 

At the end, Good Guy Gandalf tells him, 
“You are only quite a little fellow in a wide 
world after all!”

So: “make disciples of all nations” and 
“don’t concern yourself with things too 
great.” How do these go together? 

“Making disciples” is something we can 
do within our church and our local com-
munities by using those small gifts God 
has given each. 

Living in God’s presence 
Maybe this talk about a hobbit doesn’t 
make sense to you because you haven’t 
read that book.  Here’s a story about an-
other hero. 

When I visited my home town in 
Wisconsin, I always spent time with an 
old lady who was a talented musician but 
mostly just played piano or organ in church. 

She was a brilliant thinker who only had a 
year or two of teacher’s college and never 
aspired to a doctorate: in fact, she recognized 
home-making as a high calling from God.

She was always hospitable. People said, 
“Whenever you got to her house, you al-
ways could tell she was delighted that you 
were visiting.” When a new family moved 
onto her block, she dropped off a fruit bas-
ket or baking or flowers with a welcome 
note and an invitation to her home and 
church. 

She was a gifted writer who 
wrote essays, meditations and cards. 
She sent an endless stream of greet-
ing cards and letters to mission-
aries, to students whom she heard 
good things about, to the grieving, 
to those celebrating. While this lady 
did not overthrow governments, she 
was known from New Guinea to 
Germany to Ethiopia through her 
correspondence. 

“Whatever was worthy of praise” 
she acknowledged and celebrated. 

My mother – you have probably 
guessed the identity of the lady by 
now – lived 87 years, witnessing 
to the centrality of God and disci-
pling those with whom she came 
in contact. 

Most of that which made her won-
derful involved her satisfaction in or-
dinary daily living in God’s presence. 

May we all be humble servants of our 
God, knowing that Jesus Christ is the king, 
and that we are privileged to be his servants 
and partners in bringing peace, shalom and 
blessing to this world.  May we some day 
reign with Christ – not with jackboots, but 
with slippers.

Marian Van Til (mvantil@roadrunner.
com) is a former Christian Courier editor
living in Youngstown, N.Y. She blogs at
ReformedRevelry.wordpress.com.

Christ Has No Body 
Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

compassion on this world,
Yours are the feet with which he walks to 

do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses 

all the world.

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are his body
Christ has no body now but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

compassion on this world.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.

–Teresa of Avila (1515–1582)
Selected by Dan Clendenin 

Curt Gesch is a farmer and writer living 
in Quick, B.C. He is a writer on environ-
mental and agricultural topics. 

ON YOUTUBE: Search “Bach Easter 
Oratorio” or “Bach Cantata 4,” then 
conductor “John Elliot Gardiner” 
(period-instrument orchestra; record-
ed live); or Ton Koopman/Amsterdam 
Baroque. Also search each title, plus 
“libretto” to find their texts.
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On Hobbits and 
Ascension Day

Bach's church in Leipzig.
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Do we really understand 
and support missionaries? 
I’ve been thinking about 
this lately, after reading 
the post of a friend. She re-
ceived a support letter from 
a missionary and felt like 

she was being used, because they had not 
had a meaningful conversation recently.

Having been a missionary for nearly 10 
years, and raising my own financial support, 
this comment made me think about how 
we view people in need, and in particular 
missionaries.

I believe that every Christ-follower is 
called to missions. None of us get a free 
pass on helping the poor, feeding the hun-
gry, caring for widows and orphans, binding 
up the broken-hearted and setting captives 
free. Our spiritual DNA as believers is no 
longer ours; we are called into the good 
kingdom work of Jesus. How we do mis-
sions is set for us in the word of God. If we 
have handed over our lives, and we believe 
that everything in our life is worship to the 
Lord, then this should be easy, right?

For most people, this call to mission is 
their life in the marketplace. They get a job 
and work diligently there, seeking to be 
used by the Lord however he pleases. Years 
move by and sponsoring a child orphan, 
supporting a local mission, tithing and 
saving for future retirement seem like great 
goals. Then out of the blue you get that 
letter. You know, the one from a long-time 
friend whom you haven’t heard from in a 
while. They write a great descriptive letter 
explaining how God has called them to be 
a full-time missionary and could you keep 
them in your prayers. It doesn’t stop there; 
they ask if you could prayerfully consider 
how you could support them financially. I 
know these letters so well, as I wrote quite 
a few.

Risky endeavour 
Before you respond or don’t respond, I want 
to share a little of what it feels like to write a 
letter like this. For me, it took hours to com-
plete my “support letter.” I knew that I had 
limited space. I wanted to be as precise as 
possible in order to convey the heart of the 

ministry. Sharing highlights that would 
ignite a sense of intrigue and allow the 
reader to catch a vision of the important 
work being done. I also wanted to share 
personal information so you could get a 
glimpse into my family life. I sought to 

be open and transparent, giving my contacts 
insight into our life and how to pray for us. 
I shared financial needs as well. Then we’d 
spend a few evenings stuffing and address-
ing the envelopes, and send them off in 
hopes I would get a response. 

I am thankful for the few people who re-
sponded. I had a core group of people who 
would send me encouraging words, cards 
expressing their thanks for the work I was 
doing and sometimes an extra financial gift 
that went toward my support. 

But for the most part, I’d hear from 
very few people. I wondered what people 
thought about my newsletter. Did they 
throw it out without even reading? Did they 
think that I was just using them because 
we hadn’t had a meaningful conversation 
lately? I tried my best to stay connected 
with my donors, but to have a meaningful 
conversation with over 200 people takes 
time. That’s why I would share so intim-
ately in my newsletters, because I knew I 
couldn’t have a sit-down coffee with each 
and every person on my mailing list, even 

though that would have been great. I took 
risks sending my newsletter off to people I 
knew, knowing that I might get a response 
that was far from gracious. And some re-
sponses did leave me feeling like someone 
had kicked me in the gut: “Get a real job!”, 

“My kids worked hard and have great work 
ethic; they don’t ask for handouts!” 

So next time you get that letter, think 
about the person sending it. Think of the 
risk they took to send it to you, and the gift 
of who they are to you and you to them.  
Before throwing away the letter or quickly 
believing the worst in them, think about 
responding in a way that encourages and 
builds them up in their faith. Believe me, 
they need it more than you think.

Kenny Warkentin is Associate Pastor at 
Trinity Baptist Church in Winnipeg, where he 
lives with his wife Paula and their daugh-
ter Phoebe. He blogs at kennypwarkentin.
blogspot.com.
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The United States is in 
a messy, some might say 
baffling, political sea-
son. Canada has just gone 
through one, although with 
less bewilderment. Many 
are rejecting the political 

establishment and looking for a new kind 
of leader. Some look for a charismatic busi-
ness leader who trumpets his success and 
wealth. Others cruise to an obstructionist 
ideologue who advocates states’ rights and 
freedom from government restrictions. 
Commentators say these two are fighting 
for the Evangelical vote.

Evangelicalism
What is this evangelical vote? I have just 
read the prepublication manuscript of The 
Crisis of Evangelical Christianity by Dr. 
Keith Sewell (used by permission of Wipf 
and Stock Publishers). He traces the his-
tory, theology and practice of Evangelical 
Christianity that truncates the Gospel 
and is problematic for the church today. 
Evangelicalism focuses on the individual 
with its stress on personal conversion, 
personal salvation, personal forgiveness 
through Christ’s death, personal Scripture 
reading, personal morality and personal 
evangelism. Salvation is defined as a right 
relationship (“righteousness”) with God 

through a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ that will lead to a future, soon-to-
come, heavenly life.

This theology has much that is right, but 
it is inadequate with significant negative 
consequences. It leads to individualism, 
the fragmentation of the church and the 
rejection of leadership. The Reformation 
ideas of the priesthood of all believers and 
the perspicuity of Scripture become Bible 
“studies” of “what I feel it means to me.” 
Experts are no longer needed.

Church leadership
In this setting, leadership in the church be-
comes about self-help messages on becom-
ing a better person, management of resour-
ces and optimistic funerals. Denominations 
and churches hire counselors, managers 
and chaplains. Pastors are afraid to lead 
and address tough issues, because they are 
viewed as just another opinion. “Everyone 
is a theologian,” after all. In a market-
driven individualistic environment with 
tight resources, one cannot afford to offend 
customers.

This problem is not unique to the 
Western world. A Korean graduate student 
said that Korean Protestantism is “hated” 
(his word) by the majority of the Korean 
population because of the limitation of its 
evangelical theology and abusive leader-

ship. Chinese students have shared mixed 
reactions to the Chinese Christian church. 
Some see it as a closed cult mainly for the 
poor and disadvantaged promising magical 
help now but primarily a heavenly afterlife. 
Others hope that it might be able to bring 
trust, charity and moral values to Chinese 
society. 

Defining salvation
Much of this comes down to how we define 
“salvation.” Salvation means a way out of 
sin, but into what? We can learn much from 
the Book of Exodus. Exodus is the “way 
out” of slavery in the first part of the book. 
After the Passover Exodus, the people jour-
neyed to Sinai to enter into a new covenant 
relationship with God and each other. That 
is the middle of the book. 

Then things get messier. There are con-
trasting instructions for the Tabernacle 
and worshipping the Golden Calf. There is 
Moses in the presence of God on the moun-
tain and Aaron appeasing the weakness 
of the people. Yet the book ends with the 
building of the Tabernacle and God’s pres-
ence coming to journey with his people.

Moses’ leadership
Through all this there is the leadership of 
Moses. God’s people need godly leader-
ship, leadership that experiences the call of 
God; leadership that risks challenging the 
forces of enslavement; leadership that calls 
people to trust God’s deliverance; leader-
ship that organizes the people; leadership 
that mediates the covenant; leadership that 
judges disputes; leadership that pleads 
with and for the people; leadership that 

delegates tasks; leadership that suffers with 
the people and does not give up.

We are still on this messy journey 
together. Salvation is not just personal. It 
is communal. Salvation is not just about 
getting to the “promised land of heaven.” 
It is about being God’s servants here. It is 
about living as God’s delivered covenant 
people reflecting God’s presence into the 
messiness of the journey. 

Leadership is messy, yet desperately 
needed. We need theological and godly 
leadership. We need to heed the encourage-
ments of Hebrews 13.

“Have confidence in your leaders and 
submit to their authority, because they keep 
watch over you as those who must give an 
account. Do this so that their work will be 
a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 
benefit to you” (Heb. 13:17 NIV).

Ambassador: 
Bridging the divide

Messy leadership

Rev. Tom Wolthuis is a minister in the 
Christian Reformed Church.

...To my family and friend
s
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Berend “Bernie” Veld
of Moorefield, Ontario,

finished his earthly journey 
surrounded by his family

on Tuesday March 15, 2016 
after a courageous struggle.

He was born in Hoogeveen, 
The Netherlands, 

on January 16, 1929; 
the son of Albert and Jantien 

Veld.  He immigrated to 
Canada in 1952.

He was the much loved husband of 50 years to Hannah (Hofstra).
He will be dearly missed by his children and grandchildren:
Albert (Cheryl ) Veld, Matthew (Stacey), Daniel (Ashleigh);
Trudy (Wilf ) Stroetinga, Crystal (Nate), Melanie (Steve);

Kerry (Joanne) Veld, Michelle (Greg), 
Jason (Heather), Tashianna (Jordon), Amy-Lee (Jerry);

Benny Veld, Brandon, Tyler, Sheldon;
Joann (Kevin) Walker, Mitchel, Nicole, Kelsey;

Bruce (Heather) Veld, Rachel, Avery;
Anita (Collin) Diefenbacher, Megan, Emily, Sarah.

His legacy continues through his great-grandchildren:
Ryder, Liam, Jayden, McKenna, Hailee, Cullen, Tristen, Ashlyn, 
Jackson, Hayden, Wyatt, Linden, Sadie, Hudson and Harper.

Predeceased by his first wife Trijntje (Linde) Veld, 
and grandchildren Jillian, Jonathan and Colin.
Survived by his siblings, Ge, Dicky and Jan.

The family received friends and family at the
Palmerston Christian Reformed Church on Friday March 18, 2016.

The funeral service took place on Saturday March 19, 2016,
 at 1:00 p.m.at the Palmerston Christian Reformed Church.

Donations to the Palmerston Hospital Foundation and the Alzheim-
er’s Society of Perth will be accepted as expressions of sympathy.

Arrangement entrusted to Heritage Funeral Homes, Palmerston. 
www.heritagefuneralhomes.ca

Peacefully, with her family by her side, 
the Lord called home His child 

Hendereika Torensma-Beintema  (nee Miedema) 

from West Haldimand General Hospital, 
Hagersville on Wednesday, March 30, 2016. 

Wife of John Beintema (†2013) and Peter Torensma (†1979) 
in her 94th year.

Beloved mother of Rudy and Patti of Simcoe, Andy and Helen 
of Jarvis and Gary (†1977). 

Loving Beppe of John (Melissa), Kristy (Darrell), Peter 
(Jessica), Melinda (Harry), Reta, Katie (Dave), Mike, Emily 
(Dan) and Gary and 13 great-grandchildren.

Sister of Tetje Vanderploeg and Fokke Miedema, both of the 
Netherlands. Predeceased by her siblings Itske, Klaaske, 
Leo, Taede, Jeff and Hendrik. 

The funeral service was held at Ebenezer Christian Reformed 
Church, Jarvis on April 4. 

Donations to Parkview Meadows or the charity of your choice 
would be appreciated by the family. 

Friends are invited to send condolences 
and sign the Book of Memories at 

www.cooperfuneralhome.ca

August 27, 1930                                                March 10, 2016
Middelburg, Zeeland, Holland                         Ingersoll, Ontario

Jannetje (Janny/Jane) Levina Van Kampen
“To God be the glory, great things he has done; 
so loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life gate that we may go in.”

And with that reassurance, the Lord, in his wisdom and loving 
care, took home to be with Him, our dear wife, mother and Oma 
at the age of 85. 

Beloved wife of Tony, for 57 years

Loving mother to: 
Marjorie (Chris Perry)
Nancy (George Horlings)
Ken (†1985)
Sharon Van Kampen (Steve Johnston) 
Jennifer Van Kampen (Theo Katerberg)

Cherished Oma to: 
Matthew, Andrew and Daniel Perry; 
Jason, Meghan (Jakob Kort), Evan and Joshua Horlings; 
Anthonie, Kenneth, Gerrit and Shaun Johnston; 
Jordan, Malcolm and Jayna Van Kampen-Katerberg

The funeral service was held at the Ingersoll Christian Re-
formed Church on Wednesday March 16.

Scripture verses: 
Isaiah 43:1-3a, Psalm 103:1-5 and Psalm 121

Correspondence address: 
Tony Van Kampen

192 Alison Road, Thamesford ON  N0M 2M0

Anniversaries

After having a hemorrhagic stroke nearly 12 years ago and going to 
Grace Manor in Holland Christian Homes, 

her Lord and Savior finally called her home.

Johanna “Anne” Van Harmelen
Born in DeHaag, the Neth. on Feb 5th, 1922. 
Promoted to glory in Brampton, Ont. March 27th 2016.

Gratefully remembered by her children
Rita and Joe Oosterhof 
Serena Van Harmelen

Grandchildren and great-grandchildren
James Oosterhof
David and Susan Oosterhof; Savannah
Teresa and Todd Adamson
Joanne and Ian Hughes; Olivia and Liam
Timothy Van Harmelen

Predeceased by husband Jack (1999) and sons Koosje (1951), 
Peter (2012) and Jim (2014).

Funeral was held on March 31st, 2016 at the Ward Funeral home in 
Brampton, Ont. with Paster Bylstra officiating.

Correspondence address: Rita Oosterhof 
402097 County Rd. 15 
Grand Valley ON  L9W 0Z2

Vacation

Holiday accomodation in Holland 
 with vehicle rentals and tours. 
 www.chestnutlane.nlJob and family ads can also be found on our website: 

www.christiancourier.ca and click on classifieds.

April 9, 1915                                                                 April 6, 2016  
Schettens, The Netherlands                     Alliston, Ontario, Canada

Sheila Valk (Sybrigje Valk-Gerkema)

On April 6, 2016, Sheila Valk, daughter of Gerke and Aaltje 
Gerkema-DeJong, was called home to be with her Lord 

and Saviour whom she dearly loved.  

She will be lovingly remembered by her eight children: 
Margaret (†Roy “Jack”) Wright
Jerry (Kris) Valk
John (Ellie) Valk
Alice Valk

Shirley (Jan) Stoel
Ann (John) Elzinga
Martha (Henry) Winters
Dorothy Valk

20 grandchildren and 32 great-grandchildren.  

She was predeceased by her husband, Harm Valk in 1963, four 
month-old daughter Anneke in 1946, a stillborn son in 1946 and 
son-in-law, Roy “Jack” Wright in 2007. 

Private interment took place at Alliston Union Cemetery.  
Visitation took place at Thomas Funeral Home in Alliston, Ontario 
on April 10. A funeral service was held on April 11, 2016 at Alliston 
Christian Reformed Church.  

The family extends a special thank you to the staff at Simcoe Vil-
lage, Stevenson Memorial Hospital and Matthews House Hospice 
for their loving care of our mother, grandmother and great-grand-
mother.  

In lieu of flowers, a donation may be made to Matthews House 
Hospice in Alliston, Ontario or to a charity of your choice. 

“Praise the Lord, O my soul.”  Psalm 103: 22b

Obituary

“...serving Christian   
Reformed churches and 
Christian schools since  

1970"     

Your funds will be invested in Christian Re-
formed Church and Christian school building 

projects in Canada.
Rates to June 30, 2016

We pay 2.4% on CRC deposits.
Earn approx. 3% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

Write:  CRC Extension Fund
45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1

Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207                            Fax:  416-465-6367       

   s   46 YEARS OF SERVICE  s

70th Wedding Anniversary!

Rein and GRietje BakkeR (nee Bruinsma)

Sunday, May 1st, 2016

With joy and gratitude, the family of Rein and Grietje Bakker 
announce the upcoming 70th anniversary of their parents’ marriage 
on May 1st, 2016. Our parents were married in Arum, Friesland, The 
Netherlands on May 1st, 1946 and in June 1949 they immigrated to 
Ontario, Canada where they raised six children.

They moved to Guelph in 1955 and have resided there ever since.  
They have been blessed with 12 grandchildren and 13 great- 
grandchildren with 2 on the way. They profess that throughout their 
marriage they have been and continue to be blessed by God.

Mailing address:  Apt. 216 – 70 Woodlawn Rd East
                            Guelph ON  N1H 7W7

1956         May 12       2016 

PieteR MeyeR & CatheRina Suzanna (tena) de zoete

were married on May 12, 1956 in Brampton, Ont.

Now 60 years later we thank God 
for his faithfulness and blessings on our marriage.

We celebrated this special milestone earlier with our 
children, grandchildren & great-grandchild.

Our wedding text was "Serve the Lord" (Romans 12:11) 
and that was our life long motto.

Address: 205 Mountain Circle, Airdrie AB T4A 1X6  
Phone: 403-945-4425

http://www.heritagefuneralhomes.ca
http://www.cooperfuneralhome.ca
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 1951                                                         May 7                                                 2016 
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.   Joshua 24:15                                                       

With joy and thanksgiving we 
celebrate 

 God’s faithfulness to 

Luke and jeanette BRouweR 
(nee Aasman) 

on 
 65 years of marriage. 

Congratulations and much love 
from 

your children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren 

What a tremendous blessing you 
are to us all.

Correspondence may be sent to: 425 Grandview Village, Lethbridge  AB T1J 4P1

LittLe europe resort 
and traiLer park

 Bracebridge, 
Muskoka

Plan a successful vacation at our 
resort known for its Dutch Hospi-
tality. Reasonable rates for cottage rentals. Excel-
lent for camping, swimming and fishing (ideal for 
group camping). Showers available. “Little Europe” is 
located 10 km. east of Hwy 11 on Hwy 118 East, past 
the Muskoka Airport.  No pets please.

Roel & Riet Bakema   Ph: 705-645-2738
Little Europe Resort

1063 Ashley Lane, RR 3, 
Bracebridge ON  P1L 1X1

We, Maranatha Christian Reformed Church of 
Lethbridge Alberta, are seeking a 

Full time Youth Director.  
We are searching for a dynamic candidate who would 
facilitate programs, encourage growth in faith, show 
leadership development and have a passion for leading 
and mentoring our youth.  

Two years of education at a Christian College or Univer-
sity in youth ministry is recommended.  

For the job description and full church profile please visit 
our website at maranatha-crc.ca  

If this position interests you please send your resumes to 
mcrcleth@telusplanet.net  

All resumes need to be submitted by June 1, 2016. 

Bethel Christian Reformed Church of Acton, 
an active church located north-west of Toronto, Ontario, 

is seeking a 

full-time Youth Pastor/
Youth Ministry Coordinator

to join our staff-led ministry team. We are seeking a 
person with a passion for Jesus and love for youth in 
the church and community, and who is outgoing and a 
self-starter. The primary focus is on high school minis-
tries, with some responsibilities for children ministries 
and young adults. A degree in youth ministry is prefer-
able. We are excited about what God is doing in our 
church and community. 

For more information please contact 
office@actoncrc.com  

Jubilee Fellowship Christian Reformed Church 
in St. Catharines, Ontario is looking for a 

Worship Coordinator
to provide planning and leadership in our 

worship ministry (20 hrs/wk).

Jubilee is a creative and intergenerational church com-
munity. You, as our Worship Coordinator, are a talented 
leader, organizer, and encourager, who is good at help-
ing volunteers in our worship ministry grow their gifts. 
Musical aptitude and organizational abilities are required 
for this position, and competence in piano or guitar is 
preferred. You will work as a member of a team of staff, 
giving leadership to Jubilee. You will collaborate with the 
Pastor and our volunteers to create meaningful, Spirit-
inspired worship.

For more information, for a copy of the job description, or 
to submit your application, 
please contact Carolyn at

 carolyn.elzinga@sympatico.ca 

An imperfect church in Exeter Ontario Canada 
is looking for a 

Director of Youth Ministries
to complement our imperfections. This is a full-time posi-
tion with the primary focus on high school aged youth 
along with supporting our volunteers in children and 
young adult ministries. 

If you think you may be the perfect fit for this position 
please contact Al Vanderlaan at 

4vanconstuct@gmail.com 
for a complete job description.

Youth Ministry Coordinator (part-time) 
New Life Christian Reformed Church, Guelph ON

The Youth Ministry Coordinator is responsible to provide 
leadership for the high school youth program: planning 
the program in collaboration with leaders; supervising 
and supporting leaders, mentors and youth.  This role 
will help youth to build relationships, and to understand 
what it means to know, see, and be Jesus. 
This role is a 1-year contract, 10 hours per week, and 
represents a vital part of our ministry.

Contact: Maria Fitzpatrick, Ministry Coordinator  at

 mincoord@newlifecrc.net   Ph: 519-823-5851

November 19,1939                                                                                  April 7, 2016 
   

Leendert Kooy (Kooij)    
"Safe in the arms of Jesus". 

Peacefully, after a valiant 7 year battle with cancer and a week long struggle with 
pneumonia at Sunnybrook Hospital, Toronto, God called home  Leendert Kooij, 
A.R.C.T., Director of the Ontario Christian Music Assembly, at 76 years of age.

He was predeceased by his loving and devoted wife, Maria (Riet)

Father of:
Bill & Marg Kooy - Will (Emily), late Lisa, Sandra (Joe), Brandon (Kim)
Rick & Monique Kooy - Daniel, Matthew
Johanna & Julio Alburquerque - Jireissy, Jifreissy, Julio Jr.
Harry & Sharon Kooy - Bradley (Laura), Katelyn (Jordan), Stacey (Jon), Jason
Jackie & Paul Dykxhoorn - Joel (Rachel), Joshua (Erika), Jesse (Shannon)
Francy & Karl VanderVeen - Maria (Ryan), James (Jamie), Justin (Wendy),                  
                                              Rachel, Sarah
Len & Carrie Kooy - Felicia (Johan), Andrew (Kendall), Thomas, 
                                 Darren (Alyssa), Evan (Megan)
Albert & Mary-Ann Kooy - Peter (Jillayna), Timothy, Rebecca, Daniel, Michael,
                                          Carolyn 
Benjamin & Joann Kooy - Alex, Jordan

and 16 great-grandchildren.

Loving brother of Arie & Nienke Kooy; Annie & Klaas Streutker; Kees & Alice Kooy; 
late Jan & Diane Kooy; Adrian & Willie Kooy.

Leendert Kooy, director of the Ontario Christian Music Assembly for 55 years.  
He conducted his last choir rehearsal on Tuesday, March 29 in Bowmanville. On 
Wednesday morning Leendert entered hospital with shortness of breath due to a vi-
ral pneumonia. Just over one week later he was called home to glory with his family 
at his side, singing his favourite songs to him. He has now joined with the heavenly 
realms in praising our most gracious God in perfection.

Leendert devoted his life to music. Hundreds of people from all over Southern On-
tario sang in the children's choir, the mixed choir or played in the band or chamber 
orchestra. Thousands attended concerts in Ontario, Western Canada, USA and 
Holland. Tens of thousands have enjoyed the Christian Festival Concerts in Roy 
Thomson Hall.

A big thank you to all who have supported Leendert and Riet and the Ontario Chris-
tian Music Assembly. Thank you to all choir members (present and past), soloists, 
organists and pianists, sponsors and audience. Thank you all for your prayer and 
support as we deal with this sudden loss.  We are still shocked but are comforted 
that our father is Safe in the Arms of Jesus.

Correspondence to:  Kooy Family, 90 Topcliff Avenue, Downsview ON  M3N 1L8

Obituary

Calvin Christian School  547 West 5th 
Hamilton 

Come and enjoy a 
tasty pancake and 
sausage breakfast.  

NEW this year!!
We will be serving 
bacon and fruit with 
whipped cream. 

There will also be 
vendors offering all 

kinds of different items to purchase and a plant sale. 

Vendors interest in renting a table (the fee is $30), 
please contact Andrea DeJong 

at madejong14@gmail.com.

at Calvin Christian School

Pancakes
Bacon

Sausage
Fruit

7:30-11am

Plant sale

Vendor's
Market

May 7, 2016

Don't just pass CC on. Carry us forward.
We invite you to keep this thoughtful ministry alive.

24 times a year in your mailbox for 
only $65 or online for $40.

Get a friend or family member to subscribe 
OR give a gift subscription

Receive TWO FREE MONTHS yourself!
             Email rose@christiancourier.ca  

                                                                              or 1-800-969-483824 times a year in your mailbox for 
only $65 or online for $40.

Get a friend or family member to subscribe 
OR give a gift subscription

Receive TWO FREE MONTHS yourself!
             Email rose@christiancourier.ca  

                                                                              or 1-800-969-4838Please see p. 19 for Leendert's life story.

Please see p. 20 for Ashton College Ad to become a Regulated Immigration Counsultant.

mailto:carolyn.elzinga%40sympatico.ca%20?subject=
mailto:4vanconstuct%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mincoord%40newlifecrc.net%20?subject=
mailto:madejong14%40gmail.com?subject=
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BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  1 Keefer Road

St. Catharines, Ontario  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

GARY VAN EYK,  CMA 
Certified Management Accountant 

50 Lakeport Rd. Ste 201 
St. Catharines 
ON L2N 4P7 

Email: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
Bus: 905-646-7331  Fx: 905-646-0951

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 church st.  st. catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 hours

ian h. russell - Director
 holly rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.
The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
E-mail: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham st. n. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 upper James st., Hamilton

905-383-2981

To help your family AND benefit charity,
contact CSS for professional, impartial,

and confidential advice.

1-800-267-8890 | admin@csservices.ca
www.csservices.ca

Your Will is a Testimony
of your faith and values.

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME Inc.
287 STATION ST., SMITHVILLE, ONT.  L0R 2A0

Tel. 905-957-7031 • FAX 905-957-1371
1-800-461-9498

E-mail: merrittfuneralhome@sympatico.ca
www.merritt-fh.com

Serving families for four generations since 1921

Thomas C. Merritt
Managing Funeral Director

We can help you  
at your time of need.
We can meet you in the comfort of  

your own home to arrange:

> Visiting and Service in your church facility

> Cemetery arrangements

>  Complete assistance with C.P.P., Life Ins.,  

Pensions, etc. after the funeral

We’ll come to you at no extra cost.  

Let us show you the Faith-Link difference.
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COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

www.compasscreative.ca
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August 2014
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Meeting you where it matters.

1-800-737-8275  |  kitchingsteepeandludwig.com/faithlink

Rick Ludwig Diane Vanderwoude  Garnet van Popta  
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COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd
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July 2014
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It’s comforting to come home.

Calendar of Events

April 28 Two Kingdoms: 
Theology & Culture. 
Spring Creek Canadian 
Reformed Church, 
Vineland, ON 7:30 p.m. 
mzwiep@hotmail.com. 
See ad Apr 11 issue.

May 6-8 Canada Gathering 
2016 Keeping in step 
with the spirit. Wilfrid 
Laurier University, Wa-
terloo, Ont. See events 
@  christiancourier.ca

http://www.georgekloet.com/clearview


APril 25, 2016

leendert Kooij was born on 
november 19,1939 in Zwijndrecht, 

holland. his parents were hendrik and 
Francina (Flach) Kooij. leen was the 
second of six children, which includ-
ed siblings Arie, Annie, Kees, Jan and 
Adrian. he was born near the beginning 
of the Second World War and the first 
years of his life were tumultuous for the 
young Kooijfamily. After the war, times 
were tough, and the family moved a num-
ber of times seeking a better way of mak-
ing a living. leen often spoke fondly of 
his childhood, remembering mostly only 
the good things; it’s been said that he re-
membered with rose-coloured glasses. We 
believe that this optimism is what fuelled 
his relentless determination and drive. 
leendert’s mother told him from a very 
young age that she prayed that he would 
“praise God in music, all of his days.” 
this prayer of his mother’s shaped him 
deeply and from a young age he already 
began to play the pump organ. he often 
spoke of how his family sang around the 
organ while his mother played, something 
he would later take over himself. 

When leendert got older it was time to 
decide what his career would be. his father 
loved music, but he didn’t believe it would 
be a good career for a man who wanted a 
wife and family. so after much delibera-
tion, leen went off to Baker school. he 
often told us, “if i couldn’t do music full-
time, then the thought of baking and eat-
ing gebakjes (pastries) was a good second 
choice.” leen started working for a baker 
at a young age and became familiar with 
the trade. he has shared that he was a great 
salesman. he told of going house to house 
bringing people their orders and talking 
them into buying whatever extra they had 
brought in the baker’s little van. 

When leendert was 18 years old, his 
father and brother dreamed of going to 
canada; a new land of opportunity. leen 
himself was not too interested in that en-
deavour. By this time he was playing the 
pipe organ in church and spent many hours 
in the church playing for pleasure. he 
loved his life in holland. 

the family did eventually decide to 
immigrate and the only way they 

could make it work was to send leendert 
ahead to establish himself and then spon-
sor the rest of the family. so in April 
1958, at age 18, leendert was sent off to 
canada with $40 in his pocket and the in-
structions to keep his family posted. his 
brother Arie rode the bus with him to the 
boat, “De Grote Beer,” to wave him off. 
on that same bus he saw Maria, a beautiful 
young woman. he and his brother started 

showing off right away to try to 
get the attention of Maria. leen 
met Maria on the boat and they 
quickly formed a friendship. After 
their long journey to canada, 
leen stayed in toronto and Maria 
lived in ridgeway (by Fort Erie) 
with her Aunt Maria and her be-
loved cousins. the two wrote let-
ters and he hitchhiked out to Fort 
Erie on weekends. leendert found 
a job with the help of recent im-
migrants from the old “Annette” 
church and was able to sponsor 
his family, who arrived almost 
one year later in April of 1959. 
leendert and Maria were married 
in september of 1959 and began 
their life together. In 1960 the first 
of their nine children was born 
and so was his first choir. 

leendert was taking piano, 
organ and theory lessons at 

the royal conservatory of toronto, 

under the tutelage of Dr. charles Peaker. 
With much hard work, and the love 
and support of Maria, leendert earned 
his A.r.c.t. (Associate of the royal 
conservatory of toronto) in the early 60s. 
he now had the foundation and expertise 
he needed to pursue his musical career. 
But, as his father feared, the vocation of a 
musician – especially a christian musician 
– was not one that could support a wife 
and family. so leendert continued work-
ing full-time doing office work and his 
music was “part-time.” At the height of his 
career, he had choir on Monday night in 
toronto, tuesday night in Bowmanville, 
taught piano students in their homes on 
Wednesday evenings, chamber orchestra 
on thursday evenings, and Band practice 
on Friday evenings. he wrote out all of 
the music when he would get home from 
his evening events, often staying up until 
three in the morning before rising early 
for work. on saturdays, leen also taught 
students from 8 o’clock in the morning 
until 4 o’clock at which time the whole 
family went to the hockey arena where 
he coached the older kids. sundays were 
days of rest. the family went to church 
twice and in between leen would read to 
his kids in Dutch or take them for hikes 
down to the creek. You can imagine that 
Maria was busy with the nine children and 
she even helped leen out by learning to 
transpose music for him so that he would 
be ready for the next chamber orchestra 
rehearsal.

in the late seventies leendert went 
into music fulltime, supplementing 

the family income with piano tuning and 
restorations. of course, Maria was in-
volved in this too. in fact, he didn’t do 
much without her help. By this time all 
of their nine children were involved in 
music and by the late eighties leendert’s 
new dream of playing and singing in roy 
thomson hall was realized. he was a 
dreamer and he worked hard to fulfill his 
dreams. 

leen and riet also organized four con-
cert tours to holland, Western canada and 
the usA. the ontario christian Music 
Assembly held concerts all over ontario in 
the spring, Fall and christmas. the choir 
grew to 120 members and the children’s 
choir numbered 100. Another highlight for 
the band was marching and playing in the 
st.nicholaas Parade downtown toronto. 

their busy life came crashing to a halt 
in november of 2004. one day before the 
thomson hall concert, Maria had a mas-
sive heart attack, followed by a stroke. 
life, as they knew it, was over. the next 
few years proved to be very difficult and 
Maria passed away on February 22, 2007. 
leendert was lost without her but life went 
on, as it always does.

After a year of doing odd jobs here 

and there and writing some short stories 
for a new book, leendert decided to start 
the choir up again. in 2008 he organized 
a very successful “ocMA comeback 
tour.” this time he did it without the help 
of family members who had decided that 
they would stay in “retirement.” the fol-
lowing year he was back at roy thomson 
Hall on the first Friday of November and 
life was good again. leendert worked tire-
lessly, writing all the music, selling all 
of the tickets and advertising. his days 
were filled again as he immersed him-
self fully in his work. Even the diagnosis 
of prostate cancer in early 2009 couldn’t 
hold him back. he rarely told anyone of 
his condition, bravely enduring radiation 
treatment and a number of different treat-
ments, including experimental medicine. 
The last year became increasingly difficult 
for leendert as his illness left him more 
and more tired. But his tenacity and pas-
sion for his work kept him going. he was 
thankful to make it to the last concert on 
December 4, 2015 in roy thomson hall 
and had begun planning his next one for 
november 2016. choir rehearsals started 
in March but leendert’s health continued 
to deteriorate. he struggled with the 
thought of life without music. he was de-
termined to continue. 

Early Wednesday morning, March 
30 he entered sunnybrook hospital 

with severe shortness of breath. he had a 
viral pneumonia and no immune system to 
fight it. He was transferred to critical care 
and after a valiant effort to recover, which 
included six days on a ventilator, leendert 
passed away peacefully with his family 
by his side, singing his favourite songs. 
leendert often told the doctors he knew 
where he was going. he was going to be 
with his lord and saviour. We now have 
that comfort. he is no longer lonely and he 
no longer struggles with his health. he is 
safe in the Arms of Jesus. Praise God! 

Written by daughter, Jackie Dykxhoorn.
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Leendert Kooij 

'The end of an era'

Leendert and Maria (Riet).

Acknowledging grateful concert attendees.
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A DEGREE YOU CAN

BELIEVE INBELIEVE IN
The rapid rate of change in our world makes choosing 
a career path difficult. You need a dynamic university 
education where theory meets experience. Along the way, 
you’ll be challenged to deepen your faith as you discover 
your world and transform your mind. You’ll find more 
than a future job. You’ll find your place in God’s world. 
This is your calling. This is Redeemer.

FIND OUT MORE AT WWW.REDEEMER.CA

Wednesday June 15th 2016   7:30 PM
Also featuring 

SuRSuM CORDA MALE CHOIR 
from Sarnia directed by Rachel Abma 

First CRC Sarnia  
1105 Exmouth Street 

Sarnia N7S 1W5     

Thursday June 16th 2016   7:30 PM
Free Reformed Church of Vineland  

3685 King Street 
Vineland L0R 2C0     

Friday June 17th 2016   7:00 Pm
Also featuring

MOMENTuM CHOIR 
under the Direction of Mendelt Hoekstra. 

Redeemer University College  
777 Garner Road E. 
Ancaster L9K 1J4     

Saturday June 18th 2016   7:30 PM
Metropolitan United Church  

56 Queen Street East 
Toronto M5C 2Z3     

urker Mans Formatie Male Choir 
from the Netherlands will join the 

Libertas Male Choir 
Directed by Martin Mans

To order tickets online: www.libertasvoices.com – E-mail: info@libertasvoices.com  
Phone: 905 5520001

Adults: $20, Youth (ages 10-14) $10 Children under 10 FREE. Also tickets at the door.

www.ashtoncollege.ca

Ashton College

Become a Regulated Immigration Consultant

Respond to Canada’s need for immigrants.

Contact a program adviser at 
1.844.628.5784 or apply online today.

Full-time | Part-time | Online

“Canada was built by citizen immigrants, people who 
come here permanently with their families to become 
Canadians.”

                  - Hon. John McCallum, MP
Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship

Become a Regulated Immigration Consultant


