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News. Clues. Kingdom views. 

Will Braun
With a federal cabinet decision 

on the proposed Northern Gate-
way pipeline due by June 19, and 
a decision by President Obama 
on Keystone XL still hanging in 
the balance, pipeline issues loom 
large on the horizon. 

Along with Keystone XL and 
Northern Gateway, Energy East, 
the Trans Mountain Expansion 
and the Mackenzie Valley Pipe-
line – the five projects worth $50 
billion and stretching over 9,000 
kilometres – will make headlines 
and political waves. 

But pipelines are no longer just 
pipelines. They are the focal point 
for a key challenge facing human-
ity: How to deal with our energy 
appetite in a warming world.

Unless a multitude of scientists 
and governments are flat wrong, 
we have a big problem. Climate 
change is not going away. Nor is 
the global demand for energy.

The magnitude and complexity 
of the challenge demand nuanced, 
thoughtful public debate. Sadly, 
both sides, including government 
on the pro-pipeline side, are too 
quick to dismiss, rather than dis-
cuss, the legitimate opposing view.

Consider Northern Gateway, 
the proposed Enbridge line be-
tween the Alberta bitumen sands 
and the B.C. coast. I have inter-
viewed numerous people along 
the proposed Gateway route as 
well as two senior Enbridge rep-
resentatives. I also reviewed the 
December report of the federally 
mandated Joint Review Panel 

Judith Campbell
In recent weeks, you may have 

noticed a migration of young, 
bleary-eyed Americans in cars 
stuffed with furniture, bedding and 
textbooks crossing the border back 

into the States for summer break. 
The number of U.S. students 

getting a degree from a Canadian 
institution increased almost 50 
percent from 2000 to 2011, ac-
cording to data from the Associa-

tion of Universities and Colleges 
of Canada (AUCC). 

There are currently more than 
10,000 Americans earning graduate 
or undergraduate degrees in Can-
ada, still a paltry amount compared 
to the number of international stu-
dents from, say, China, but enough 
to keep Canada’s school presidents 
strategizing for more. 

Most experts rack up the Uncle 
Sam influx to smart economic de-
cisions. Although particulars vary 
depending on location and institu-
tion, the Canadian higher education 
system is cheaper than the Ameri-
can and boasts similar alumni em-
ployment statistics; look quickly, 
for example, at the two countries’ 
top schools: McGill and Harvard. 
McGill, for international students, 

costs around $15,000. And if you 
stayed stateside and attended Har-
vard? Well, without a scholarship, 
you’d be shelling out more than 
twice that, at around $38,000. 

Four out of 10 students in 
Canada graduate debt-free, also 
according to the AUCC. In the 
States, it’s six out of 10. 

But there might be a deeper rea-
son for the jump in U.S. interna-
tional students. Lately, U.S. higher 
education has been in some deep 
water. Although Canada has had 
its share of dire predictions about 
post-secondary education, they are 
less severe and less frequent.

As a sector, American higher 
education had experienced easy 
growth in the 20 years leading up 

Getting schooled
Re-evaluating higher education

(JRP) that held public hearings 
into the project.

Like everyone, I have biases – 
climate change worries me, I’m 
skeptical of big oil and I give Ab-
original people the benefit of the 
doubt. But I try to understand the 
best arguments on all sides.

The essential case for Gateway 
is economic. It would boost na-
tional GDP by $312 billion over 
30 years, Enbridge says, creating 
3,000 construction jobs and 560 
long-term jobs. Opponents say the 
numbers are lower and that raw 
resource exports inflate the dollar 
and hurt manufacturing.

The economic argument was 
made more convincingly for me 
by a young father I met in north-

ern B.C. “Jobs are cool,” he said. 
“I’ve got kids.”

Enbridge and Ottawa say Gate-
way is in the “national interest.” 
This does not invite open discus-

sion. It implies that anyone who 
questions the proposal is against 
Canada. It implies an adversarial 
posture toward the dozens of First 
Nations who, after carefully consid-

ering Gateway, oppose it. That pos-
ture is not in the national interest.

Enbridge’s appeal to national 
interest is even more dubious as 

Read between 
the pipelines
Big stakes lie behind controversies

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

Will our primary contribution to a climate-unstable world be the maximized delivery of diluted bitumen? 

Schools and students alike re-assess the costs and benefits of higher 
education in North America.
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six of its 12 board members, including the 
chairman, live in the United States. The rest 
live in Calgary or the Greater Toronto Area.

The JRP, which functions at arm’s length 
from Ottawa, used less loaded language, say-
ing “the project’s potential benefits for Canada 
. . . outweigh the potential burdens and risks.”

They said this despite all the Aboriginal 
opposition they heard and despite the fact 
that of the 1,161 citizens who made oral 
presentations to the panel, only two sup-
ported Gateway. While the JRP process is 
not a popularity poll, the contrast between 
the weight of public input and the panel’s 
conclusions hurts its credibility.

The other arguments in favour of pipe-
lines are that they are safer than rail trans-
port and that we all use oil. Valid points.

Moral responsibility
On the other side, two arguments domi-

nate. First, the environmental risks, which 
are also economic, are too high. Many peo-
ple along the proposed route say a major spill 
on land or at sea could do lasting, widespread 
and potentially irreparable harm.

From his office across Douglas Chan-
nel from where Gateway bitumen would 

be loaded into supertankers, Haisla First 
Nation councilor Russel Ross Jr. said if he 
consents to the project he would bear moral 
responsibility for effects of a future spill on 
his descendants and neighbouring peoples.

Like all Aboriginal leaders I met, he 
has considered Gateway carefully and is 
resolutely opposed.

Opponents like Ross also point out 
mountainous terrain – susceptible to land-
slides and tectonic activity in areas – as well 
as notoriously harsh weather, increase the 
chance of a spill and the possibility of near-
impossible response conditions.

The odds of a big spill are minimal, but 
not zero.

Enbridge and government highlight plans 
to minimize the risk of a spill and maximize 
response capability. The JRP report says that 
in the “unlikely” event of a spill, effects 
“would not be permanent and widespread.”

If the project moves forward and there is 
no big accident in the decades ahead, propo-
nents will be vindicated while opponents will 
worry about aging steel. If a spill does occur, 
no one really knows how bad it could be.

The other main objection to pipelines 
arises from a general discomfort with the 

entire conventional energy sector. This 
brings us back to climate change.

Many opponents of Gateway and Key-
stone XL worry if we continue to burn fossil 
fuels at current rates, we’ll cook the planet. 
They say pipelines enable that process.

Others say there is no direct link between 
pipelines and climate because the oilsands, 
to use that example, will be developed re-
gardless of how oil is delivered to market.

Pipelines themselves don’t emit green-
house gases.

The JRP report concluded “connections 
to oilsands development were not suffi-
ciently direct to allow consideration of their 
environmental effects,” and “downstream 

effects would be hypothetical and of no 
meaningful utility to the panel’s process.”

The U.S. State Department similarly said 
Keystone XL is essentially unrelated to cli-
mate because trains would largely replace 
the pipeline if the latter were rejected.

These assumptions are not shared by op-
ponents, who say humanity has no choice but 
to scale back energy development as a whole.

As a country, we face clear choices: Will 
our primary contribution to a to a climate-un-
stable world be maximized delivery of diluted 
bitumen? Is that our optimal path, ethically 
and economically? Will we look soberly and 
creatively at the various options before us?

We will not all agree on the answers, but the 
climate question deserves to be on the table.

In coming months, we will all be re-
minded regularly of pipelines, regardless 
of when Washington comes to a decision. 
Each such reminder calls us to do the hard 
work of considering the full 
spectrum of views. 

Will Braun is a freelance 
writer who lives near Mor-

den, Man. A revised version 
of this article appeared in the 

Winnipeg Free Press. 

to the recession, but ever since, it’s been 
struggling. 

According to assessments and surveys 
from Moody’s Investors Service and Inside 
Higher Ed, among others, there seem to be 
three main components to the U.S.’s struggle:

First, the 2008 recession triggered a reex-
amination of tuition’s sticker price. Parents 
sending their kids to college in the middle of 
rough financial situations didn’t like what they 
saw. College is expensive – no surprise there. 
From 1978 to 2011, tuition for all universities 
increased at an annual rate of 7.45 percent. In 
comparison, family income only increased at 
a rate of 3.8 percent. Currently student debt 
fills the ever-widening gap between average 
tuition and average family income; that sys-
tem, however, is highly unsustainable.

Recession remains
According to the latest survey of college 

presidents across the country completed by 
Inside Higher Ed and Gallup U.S., only half 
of higher education’s chief financial officers 
think that their school’s financial plan is sus-
tainable 10 years from now. They are most 
worried about privately-owned institutions, 
which include all Christian colleges and uni-
versities. And just for the record, only five 
percent strongly agreed that the 2008 reces-
sion was effectively “over” at their institution.

Third, four year residential schools are 
finding themselves constantly threatened 
by technological substitutes to their of-
fered degrees. Mass Open Online Courses 
(MOOCs) are burgeoning; according to 
a survey collaborated by Babson and the 
College Board, the number of students in 
higher education taking at least one online 
course is at an all-time high of 6.7 million, 

or 32 percent. Students see MOOCs, with 
their easily-transferrable credits, as high-
value currency in their bid for an education. 
In the Canadian system, conversely, with 
its relatively fewer numbers of schools, 
transferring credits isn’t as valuable. 

What’s the result of these three threats 
to the current higher education system in 
the U.S.? Enrollment is tanking. Even top 
schools are facing lower enrollment, and 
private schools are taking the worst hit. Ac-
cording to the Wall Street Journal, freshman 
enrollment at more than a quarter of U.S. 
privately-owned four-year schools declined 
10 percent or more from 2010-2012.

For the institutions affected, which are 
often the private four year schools, the 
answer to the higher education struggle 
is complex. Many seem to be taking four 
basic strategies.

Fiscal fine-tuning 
First, they’re making the classroom 

cheaper by hiring more adjuncts and rely-
ing heavily on MOOCs. A 2013 study, “The 
Future of Education,” showed 43 percent 
of students say that “online education will 
provide them with courses of the same or 

higher quality than traditional colleges.” 
The question, of course, is whether their 
future employers agree. Online credits are 
a financial risk for colleges: If they become 
the accreditation of the future, well and good. 
If they’re proven undesirable on a resume, 
colleges may need to backtrack to rehire 
actual faculty and regain credibility.

Second, they’re making the college ex-
perience more attractive. Colleges often 
focus on variety rather than quality with 
their proffered majors, offering a buffet of 
classes that cater to a notoriously indecisive 
generation. Enhancing and managing the 
college experience has often led to inef-
ficiency: according to 2010 research done 
by Goldwater Institute, higher education 
became less and less efficient as its industry 
grew. In the enrollment boom from 1993 
to 2007, the number of faculty per student 
only grew by 18 percent, whereas adminis-
trative positions grew by 39 percent.

Third, they’re freezing tuition. Colleges 
across the country are noticing the dip in 
market demand of their product – a diploma 
– and they’re freezing the cost. They’re also 
tending to freeze salaries for their professors.

Fourth, they’re hoarding endowments. Ac-
cording a paper published last month in The 
American Economic Review, colleges tend to 
hang onto their money when rough times roll 
around. They cut support staff first (no sur-
prise there) but then ditch tenure-track pro-
fessors through attrition, neglecting new 
hires or even lay-offs.

These four strategies are being used by 
many Christian schools in the U.S. that are part 
of the Coalition of Christian Colleges and Uni-
versities (CCCU). The 38-year-old CCCU is 
comprised of 120 members in North America 

and exists to provide programs and services to 
aid Christian colleges and universities. 

However, in a time when these private 
Christian colleges and universities are 
mostly likely to need aid, the CCCU is itself 
wading in troubled waters. 

In October, the CCCU fired its president, 
Edward O. Blews Jr., after only 10 months on 
the job. According to a lengthy investigation 
by World magazine, Blews took a hacksaw 
to the organization and implemented a self-
focused work environment that employees 
found oppressive. Blews, however, appar-
ently disagrees: last month, Blews decided 
to sue the CCCU. The leadership further 
down the ranks has been wobbling as well. 

The CCCU also faces external pressure 
from the federal government on controver-
sial policies because of its Christian identity. 

Christian education in Canada
The CCCU’s Canadian counterpart, 

the Christian Higher Education Canada 
(CHEC), seems relatively more stable. Only 
nine years old, CHEC is much smaller than 
the CCCU, comprised of but 33 members. 
It, however, faces its own challenges: one 
great obstacle is the negative perception of 
Christian higher education in Canada, not 
just because it’s “religious” but also because 
it’s private. As explained on its website, 
CHEC perceives a lack of credibility among 
prospective students in the thought that pri-
vate higher education, whether Christian or 
not, could provide as quality an education 
as a public university.  

Little research is done on Canada’s private 
colleges and universities, but one thing is 
certain: although the predictions are nowhere 

Continued on page 3

Is my diploma worth it? continued

Read between the pipelines continued

First Nations group Yinka Dene protest the 
pipeline in Fort St. James, B.C.

Tuition has been climbing up faster than 
family income.
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E-cigarettes seem to be a way of reducing 
some of the harmful effects of normal 
cigarettes, as I outlined in a recent col-
umn. In these electronic devices a fluid 
is vaporized by a battery-powered heater, 
and the vapour is inhaled by the user. No 

tars or other cancer-inducing agents are produced. Under-
standably, this apparent increased safety of e-cigarettes 
has given rise to considerable interest. On the whole I feel 
these devices are a good thing.

Significant concerns remain, however, requiring careful 
government legislation. First of all, advertisers and mar-
keters are targeting younger populations for these devices. 
Second, because children’s brains are still developing, these 
devices may cause problems we don’t realize yet. Finally, 
the liquid in e-cigarettes may contain dangerous amounts 
of nicotine; at this point the amount is not regulated.

Nicotine is the addicting agent in normal cigarettes 
that makes it difficult for people to stop smoking. Health 
Canada has banned including nicotine in the fluid used in e-
cigarettes. For Canadians, e-cigarettes are technically only 
available with flavoured vapour containing no nicotine. 
They are used because of the pleasant flavour.

The reality, though, is that anyone who wants to get e-
cigarettes containing nicotine will have very little difficulty. 
They are apparently widely available in the States and are 
a rapidly growing business even here in Canada (Google 
e-cigarettes on the internet).

What is in the fluid can be tailored to target particular 
populations; flavours that appeal to children can be added, 
such as bubble gum or candy. This is a concern as it may 
lead to a significant increase in the use of these devices 
among a population that we would like to keep away from 
the possibility of nicotine addiction.

As we do with alcohol, the access that children have 
to e-cigarettes can be limited by legislation. Only adults 
may buy alcohol; while the rules may not work perfectly, 
they speak to our concern about children’s alcoholic con-
sumption. If the government decides to permit the sale of 
e-cigarettes containing nicotine, a similar restriction should 
be established. The developing brain reacts differently to 
nicotine, and we are not clear about the long-term conse-
quences of early use. 

Pleasure and addiction
A second concern has emerged with e-cigarettes. Unlike 

normal cigarettes, which are burned up when used, some 
e-cigarettes can be reused. For these versions you can buy 
a bottle of “e-liquid” to refill your e-cigarette. Currently, 
the content of e-liquid is not regulated, and the amount of 
nicotine can vary significantly. The total amount of nicotine 

in a single bottle is a particular problem.
Nicotine acts on the nicotinic acetylcholine receptor in 

the brain, and it is very potent. The average normal cigarette 
provides the user with about one milligram of 
absorbed nicotine, and for most people one 
(or two) cigarettes at a time is all they want. 
The activation of the acetylcholine receptor 
increases the activity of the brain’s pleasure 
neurotransmitter, dopamine, which makes nico-
tine addicting. 

The concern with nicotine is that in higher 
amounts it can be fatal. There have been cases 
of people overdosing when smoking while 
also using a nicotine patch. Pharmacologists 
say that the lethal dose of nicotine is not too 
much higher than an amount that produces its 
positive effects. If a bottle of e-liquid were 
consumed as a liquid, the amount of nicotine 
in that bottle may be enough to be fatal. Spill-
ing the liquid on skin could also be dangerous, 
as nicotine is absorbed into the body quickly.

This concern gets more serious considering 
that many varieties of 
the fluids used in e-cig-
arettes are flavoured, of-
ten with child-friendly 
flavours. Young chil-
dren may not be aware 
of the danger in this 
nice-smelling and -tast-
ing fluid. There have 
been increasing calls to 
hospital poison centers 
about children drinking 
e-liquid. The problem is 
made worse as there are 
no rules to control the 
packaging of the solu-
tions (like child-proof 
bottles) or to regulate 

the amount of nicotine in the bottle.
Health Canada and the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-

tion need to provide a regulatory environment to make sure 
that the whole e-cigarette experience is one without these 
secondary consequences. One Christian perspective would 
maintain that it is the responsibility of the government to 
provide laws for the protection of its citizens. We should work 
together to make sure that good safety regulations are put in 
place to control what could become a very large industry. 

Rudy Eikelboom (reikelboom@wlu.ca), who smoked only 
one cigarette as a child (even though it had a low nicotine 
dose, he became sick and never had another), is a member 
of the Waterloo CRC and Chair of the Psychology Depart-

ment at Wilfrid Laurier University.

Office space available at 36 Secord Dr., St Catharines. 
Contact Ria at the St Catharines office.
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E-cigarettes: 

A secondary concern and a call for regulation

as dire as south of the border, Canada’s public higher education is not quite high and dry. 
According to the College Centre of Board Excellence survey, Canadian colleges and 

universities alike perceive funding uncertainty as the greatest risk – outstripping other 
risks by 10 percent. As the government responds to the recession by cutting programs, 
college funding is directly in the path of the blade. 

Perhaps this means an prime opportunity for CHEC members. If every risk is a 
challenge in disguise, then perhaps this post-higher-education-golden-age, this era of 
funding cuts, is the best thing that ever happened to Christian colleges and universities 
on both sides of the border. Maybe it’s an opportunity to legitimize 
strong programs and cut weak ones. Maybe it’s a chance to reevaluate 
what makes Christian education so unique. 

As the horde of American students moving to Canada indicates, 
higher education may look very different in 20 years. 

And maybe that’s exactly what we want. 
Judith Campbell is a recent graduate of Geneva College in Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Is my diploma worth it? continued

E-cigarette companies are leaning heavily on ads to normalize 
their product.
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May Drost
I am in my seventh decade. I live 

alone. I have plenty of time now to 
do things there was no time for when 
I had a spouse, a family and a job. 
I have the luxury of retrospection. I 
read, no longer for my work, but for 

pleasure and learning. Sometimes what I read startles me 
into new ways of thinking; sometimes it re-affirms what 
I already believe to be the truth. At a conference recently 
I bought Celtic Parables, a small book of stories, poems 
and prayers collected by Robert Van de Weyer, a lover of 
parables and all things Irish. In his introduction, Van de 
Weyer says that “parables are a kind of universal spiritual 
language,” so here’s a parable/poem that spoke to me and 
wouldn’t leave me alone for days after I read it:

I have never done anything deserving much blame.
I have not lied or cheated; I have been faithful to my spouse.
I have given alms to the poor, and food to the hungry.
I have won the respect of all upright citizens.

I have never done anything deserving much praise. 
I have made no sacrifices; I have always been comfortable. 
I have used only surplus wealth to help the needy.
I have not stood up against injustice.  
I envy the sinner who repents.
Can I repent my dullness? (35)

The first thing that strikes me about 
these simple verses is their brutally hon-
est self-assessment. I recall the words of 
one of my neighbours when I was can-
vassing for the Cancer Society: “I’m not 
giving nothing to nobody!” What if those 
words describe my life, or the life of my 
church – what has it all been for? If I and 
my community of Christians have made 
no difference to speak of, what can we 
say for ourselves? What if, after 70 plus 
years of living, I have nothing to show 
that is worthy? Paralyzing questions, but 
necessary: self-awareness is essential for 
a well-lived life. 

Comfort zones
Frederick Buechner points out that the Bible asks cru-

cial questions too: What does it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world and loses his own soul? What does a 
man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun? 
Churchgoers have always been aware that spiritual self-
assessment is important – that if we don't internalize the 
joy and passion of the gospel of Christ, our church lives 
will becomes monotonous and predictable, and at worst 
meaningless – an endless parade of potluck suppers, sanc-
tuary improvements, and minor changes to the liturgy to 
keep everyone happy. We know all this, and say it, and yet 
we find change so difficult! Our zones are so comforting! 
Just don't ask the hard questions! Like the rich young ruler 
Jesus confronted, it’s easier to turn away. 

I believe we get in a rut because often our self-knowl-
edge is theoretical, academic; we put it on a shelf like an 
old textbook, and forget we own it. Then one day, some-
thing happens – a son tells us he is gay, for example – and 
the textbook of our self-knowledge falls off the shelf. 
Suddenly it’s as if all the words it contains are jumbled 
and then re-configured into new information, and we 
have our epiphany, as it were. Like the archetypal Adam 
and Eve, we are naked and vulnerable before the truth 

of things. What were merely 
words before have now be-
come knowledge, and such 
knowledge carries with it the 
need for change. 

Now I'm not suggesting 
for a moment that, like Rob 
Ford, we all need a “Jesus 
moment,” or like Paul, a road 
to Damascus blinding so that 
we can see what’s what. We 
may not even need the kind of 
scolding the church members 
in Laodicea got from God via 
John about being lukewarm 
and lifeless (Rev. 3:16). Still, 
in both Testaments, there are 
stories of epiphanies that 
brought about radical change 
and renewal in people’s lives. 

Job, for example, understanding for the first time that he 
would never understand God; and Peter, seeing the vision 
of a sheet full of unclean animals and realizing he had to 
be inclusive rather than exclusive in his preaching. 

I'm suggesting that it’s good for our metaphorical 
textbook to fall off the shelf from time to time, and I 
would suggest further that we might be in such a time 
now. Several issues are confronting us as a denomination, 
issues that will require us to re-examine who we are as a 
church, and what we should be doing. To wit: Do we need 
a more precise reading of the older Testament in view of 
scientific findings? Are we failing our younger members, 
or is it a sign of the times that they are leaving? Should we 
allow LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered, 
Questioning) persons to be part of the full communion of 
our church? How can we arrive at more informed com-
munication with our Muslim neighbours? Rather than 
crisis-inducing, these issues are a challenge to us: they prod 
us to be alive and courageous, and give us the opportunity 
for a thorough self-diagnosis. 

It is to be hoped that our stock-taking will not result in 
the paralysis portrayed by the speaker in our Celtic parable. 
Can we repent our dullness? 

May Drost (mdrost1@cogeco.ca) is a retired 
teacher of English who lives in Sarnia, Ont.

Reality check
Bert Witvoet

We have a mock orange shrub in 
our backyard where it borders on our 
neighbour’s property. Thirty years ago it 
bloomed, producing white blossoms with 
an orange tint. It has never bloomed again. 
That’s because Jack, our neighbour, trims 

all the bushes on the border to the point where next year’s 
bloom is doomed. Everything he touches turns into a round, 
sterile ball. The emphasis is on neatness and uniformity. 
Nature is not allowed to shape its own configuration, not 
permitted to flourish into a loose and free array of branches 
and leaves and blossoms. I have asked Jack not to trim this 
one particular bush so that it can freely express itself, but 
to no avail. Before I know it, the old shears are clipping 
away, and the bush has its monthly haircut.

This  com-
ing year, I have 
the hope living 
within me that 
the mock orange 
bush will bloom 
again. The rea-
son being that 
the hands that 
w i e l d e d  t h e 
s h e a r s  h a v e 
kicked the buck-
et, to use a dated 
mixed metaphor. 
My neighbour 
passed away last 
summer. 

That day, Al-
ice and I went 
for our daily 

walk at 6:45 in the morning. No sooner had we returned home 
than the phone rang. It was Jennifer, Jack’s wife. She told me 
that Jack had passed away about an hour ago. Could I come 
and pray with her and her two children? The evening before 
I had been at Jack’s bedside and had known that the end was 
near. Jack was at the point of losing a 10-year battle against 
prostate cancer. Jack was dead set against any religious talk, 
and had told the hospital chaplain he was not interested in 
bedside visits. But when I asked him two months before he 
died whether I could pray with him, he told me, “Do what 
you feel you have to do.” Quite a concession.

I jumped into our car and drove to the nearby hospital. 
There I found Jack lying in bed in the same position I had 
left him the night before, except his belaboured breathing 
had stopped. Next to the bed sat Jennifer, her son Darren and 
daughter Diane, both in their fifties. They seemed forlorn. It 
did not take long for me to grasp what the problem was. They 
were not able to grieve. Neither one of the children felt any 
affection for their dad, and that bothered them. They told me 
how Jack had never shown any love for them; how he had 
never encouraged them. In fact he had been physically and 
verbally abusive to both children and wife. How do you say 
goodbye to a man who had been a miserable s.o.b. as far as 
they were concerned? My feelings about our castrated bush 
in the back yard paled in comparison with their life-long 
suffering at the hand and mouth of their husband and father.

In the wilderness
I turned to Psalm 90 and began to read the age-old words 

of Moses. “You turn people back to dust, saying, ‘Return to 
dust, you mortals.’ You sweep people away in the sleep of 
death. You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins 
in the light of your presence. All our days pass away under 

The shrub shall bloom 
Lifting the curse

“Make us glad for as many days as you 
have afflicted us” (Ps. 90). 

When self-knowledge sits idly on the shelf, 
we get in a rut.
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your wrath; we finish our years with a moan.” I interrupted the reading a few times, to 
point out that Jack had been a difficult man and that he had made life miserable for oth-
ers, especially those close to him. Darren and Diane responded with strong affirmations. 

I came to the point where the psalmist pleads, “Make us glad for as many days as 
you have afflicted us, for as many years as we have seen trouble.” I pointed to the fact 
that as children they could do two things: they could break the cycle of abuse with their 
own children and, if they could find it within themselves, to forgive their dad, so that 
the root of bitterness does not destroy them as it had destroyed their father. Both Darren 
and Diane said that they try to encourage their children and show affection for them. 
Darren envisioned a great difficulty to forgive his father. For most of the time, Jennifer 
had listened without saying much. As Jack’s wife, she had born the brunt of his unhappy 
nature, and felt perhaps some guilt that she had not been able to protect her children better.

I ended by praying with the family. Afterwards, I was amazed at how the ancient 
words of Psalm 90 had been able to address the troublesome effects of a dismal life 
lived right next door to us for the past 30 years. And I have no words that can adequately 
explain how satisfying it had been to be led by God’s Spirit to speak a few words of 
healing and comfort.

Jennifer, by the way, has agreed not to touch our mock orange bush and to allow it 
freedom to shoot into all kinds of erratic directions. I want the bush, too, to be glad for 
as many days as Jack has afflicted it. 

Bert Witvoet, who changed the names of the people in this editorial, lives in St. Catharines, 
Ontario, where he numbers his days, being satisfied in the morning with God’s unfailing love.

CC shortlisted for 14 Word Guild Awards
The Word Awards, sponsored by the Word Guild, encourage excellence in the 

work of Canadians writing from a Christian perspective. Last year, Cathy Smith 
took top honours in two of the almost 30 categories for published writers. This 
year, we are delighted and thankful that 14 Christian Courier articles have been 
shortlisted for the 2014 Word Awards! 

You may remember some of the nominated articles:
 “When Sorrows Like Sea Billows Roll: Tim Bosma and the Body of Christ in 

Times of Adversity,” by Peter Schuurman;
“God Loves the Broken-hearted,” by Glenda Dekkema-de Vries (in three categories);
“An Inheritance of Grace,” by Angela Reitsma Bick;
“Fractured Flocks: A Leadership Crisis in the CRC?” by Peter Schuurman;
“You Wouldn’t Understand,” by Heidi VanderSlikke (in two categories);
“The Better Story,” by Cathy Smith;
“Confessions of a Coffee Hound” and “Homesick,” by Heidi VanderSlikke;
“Oak Tree Trust,” by Emily Cramer;
“What Should I Have Asked For?” by Angela Reitsma Bick;
“A Church Body Without Bodies?” by Derek Schuurman; and
“Behold, the Lamb of God,” by Cathy Smith.
We also congratulate columnist Derek Schuurman for his new book, Shaping a 

Digital World, which has been shortlisted in the category of books about culture.
Winners will be announced on June 11, 2014.

We apologize to those of you who received 
the April 14 Easter issue late. Our label-
ing system had difficulty with that issue’s 
increased size. Combined with delays in 
Canada Post’s de-
livery service, the 
paper did not get 
to mailboxes when 
we had planned.

We are working 
on several strate-
gies to ensure that 

future CCs arrive on time. Thanks for your 
patience. And don’t forget: we’re always 
posting new articles online at facebook.com/
ChrCourier and christiancourier.ca. 

In speaking with Thomas, Jesus said to 
him, “Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). 

The text came to mind after being re-
minded again of a plethora of motion pictures 
(and books) dealing with people who have 
gone to heaven, saw Jesus as well as departed 
family members, actually spoke with God 
and returned to tell us all about their heavenly 

Typo
Page 3 of the 

May 12 issue in-
correctly stated that 
women carry two 
Y chromosomes. 
It should be two X 
chromosomes. 

New series – We need your help!
Redemptive Windows: Faith talking out loud

Whether or not you think recent films like Son 
of God, God’s Not Dead, Noah and Heaven is for 
Real align with Scripture, they have something 
else in common. They open a small window of 
witness when a nephew, neighbour or colleague 
asks, “What did you think of that movie?” 

It’s what Dan MacDonald, Pastor of Grace 
Toronto Church, calls a “redemptive window.”

When it opens, can I explain what I believe? 
Christian Courier has invited Christian Re-

formed Campus Ministers across Canada to respond 
to the toughest questions YOU can think of about our faith, God, Jesus and the Bible. 
They have experience with the challenges to Christianity that crop up on campus. 

Six different Campus Ministers will reply to the six most frequently-asked 
questions in a new series starting this July. 

To get the series started, we need your help! What apologetics-style question 
have you been asked? Send it to editor@christiancourier.ca before May 30 and 
it may be selected for our discussion. 

It is our prayer that this series helps us all make use of those redemptive windows. 
– Angela Reitsma Bick, Editor

I couldn’t believe my eyes in reading the 
Feb. 10 issue of Christian Courier – the two 
lead articles speak in clear Reformed Chris-
tian voices. Wow! Not too usual anymore. 
And both are ringing some very necessary 
alarm bells about where the Reformed faith 
and its churches are heading. 

Like Sylvan Gerritsma (“Out of Concern 
for the Church” Feb. 10), I too am afraid that 
my church, the CRC, is becoming irrelevant 
in its determination to be all things to all 
people, rather than boldly preaching (and 
teaching) the good biblical news that Martin 
Luther (re)discovered, and that was expanded 
on by Olivianus, Ursinus, Calvin, Kuyper and 
many more, to create a biblical world-and-life 

view for believers to work and live with. 
I do beg to differ with Gerritsma on one 

point, when he suggests inter alia that the 
Christian Labour Association of Canada 
(CLAC) will not be needing a healthly and 
vibrant Christian Reformed denomination. 
The CLAC should find many of its staff 
and leaders from within that denomination, 
people who intuitively understand what the 
organization is all about. Without that church 
as one of its resources, CLAC would soon 
become just another good but self-serving 
union rather than one that is motivated and 
bases its programs on Christian principles of 
love and justice for the workplace.  

Ed Grootenboer
Waterloo, ON

Reformed vision weakening in churches 

The shrub shall bloom continued

CC sent out

Is Heaven is for Real true?
experiences. Examples: To Heaven and Back, 
Proof of Heaven, 90 Minutes in Heaven, What 
Dreams May Come and many others. One 
such movie, Heaven is for Real, was rather 
benignly reviewed in the last CC (April 28). 
However, in John 3:13 Jesus tells us that “No 
one has gone into heaven except the one who 
came from heaven – the Son of Man.”

End of story. 
Frank DeVries 

Abbotsford, B.C.
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News 

Marian Van Til, with files from World, Persecu-
tion.org, Amnesty Intl., The Guardian

LAGOS, Nigeria – It was April 14 when 
the Nigerian Islamist terrorist group Boko 
Haram kidnapped more than 300 schoolgirls 
and burned their school. The name Boko Haram 
means “Western education is sinful” in the 
Hausa language. At this writing it is almost mid-
May and the surviving girls are still missing. 

Fifty-three girls were able to escape, leaving 
276 still captive in a location authorities have 
been unable to find. By May 5 it was reported 
that 20 of the girls were ill and two had died 
of snakebite.

The girls, between the ages of 16 and 18, 
were students at a boarding school in Chibok, 
in the remote northeastern part of the country. 
The school, in the troubled state of Borno, had 
been opened especially so that students could 
write a final exam in physics.

What has not been widely reported is that an 
estimated 90 percent of the girls are Christians, 
from Christian families. That faith is reflected 
in the names of many of the girls, which were 
released by a Nigerian newspaper on May 8: 
Comfort, Blessing, Grace, Glory.   

The day after the kidnappings, Abubakar 
Shekau, the leader of Boko Haram, released a 

video to the world, asserting, “I abducted your girls. By Allah, I will sell them in the marketplace.” Shekau justified 
his actions saying, “In Islam, it is allowed to take infidel women as slaves.” The hour-long video began with his fellow 
terrorists raising their automatic rifles in the air and shooting, while shouting, “Allahu akbar!” (“God is great”). It was 
later asserted that the girls would become brides for the Islamic militants. 

The Christian Association of Nigerian Americans (CANAN) released a lengthy statement two weeks after the abduc-
tion in which their main focus was to alert the world to the nature of Boko Haram. Secondarily, they made known their 
frustration with what they see as the Nigerian government’s weak, and too-political response. 

“Now the world is seeing what we had seen and cried out loudly about,” they said. They noted that already two years 
ago, a Mrs. Deborah Shettima, 46, “witnessed the brutal murder of her husband, execution style, right inside their home 
because the man was a bible study teacher. After the Boko Haram terrorists shot her husband, they then kidnapped her 
two daughters, ages seven and nine. Up until now, those innocent little girls have never been found. In fact in the case 
of Mrs. Shettima, the terrorists came back to the house after three months and shot her son, the third child.”

CANAN noted that they have “raised the alarm” about this and many other cases. However, “the officials of the 
Nigerian government often say the right things in their public comments, but the activities on the ground [are] fast 
turning the government’s response to mere rhetoric.”

Paralysis
The Nigerian government has come under fire from many besides CANAN, vilified by fellow Nigerians and espe-

cially the parents of the missing girls for its handling of the issue. Amnesty International has reported that the Nigerian 
military had advance warning of the attack and did nothing. The human rights group said it has reliable sources who 
told them that the military in the state capital of Maiduguri had more than four hours’ notice that the girls were going 
to be taken. The Maiduguri military headquarters were alerted to the impending attack shortly after 7 a.m. local time, 
but enforcements were not deployed to Chibok, where the school is situated, until that night. 

In the weeks since the attack Nigeria has been offered help from countries such as the U.K, France, China and the 
U.S., including military, law enforcement, development experts or task forces specializing in finding missing people. 
But desperate parents of the girls organized their own search-and-rescue attempt in the 60,000 square kilometer forest 
with dense and tough terrain, somewhere in which it is known that the girls are being held. The Guardian (UK) reported 
that at least three such attempts have been scrapped, but did not report why.

Reports of a forced mass marriage came from a group of fathers, uncles, cousins and nephews of the girls who have 
been meeting daily at dawn near the burnt-out school. The terrorists had paid dowries to village leaders, said one farmer, 
and after the “marriages” fired celebratory gunshots into the air for several minutes. Local people also reported seeing 
“truckloads of girls” moving around the area. 

Yakubu Ubalala, whose 17-year-old daughter Kulu and 18-year-old daughter Maimuna, are among the abducted, told 
the press, “It’s unbearable. Our wives have grown bitter and cry all day. The abduction of our children and the news of 
them being married off is like hearing of the return of the slave trade.” 

As CANAN noted, Boko Haram has been attacking Christians for several years, but lately has dramatically increased 
its attacks. A May 7 attack in Gamboru Ngala, on the border with Cameroon, left 150 people dead and many others 
injured. There was also a deadly attack in Kogi state, in central Nigeria, with houses and cars set on fire and an unknown 
number of casualties.

Mervyn Thomas of Christian Solidarity Worldwide has appealed to both Christians and Muslims in Nigeria to peace-
fully counter Boko Haram’s “divisive acts of appalling and indiscriminate violence.”  

Nigeria: Girls’ abduction more of Boko Haram havoc Does ‘hashtag activism’ work?

Over a million people, including Michelle Obama, 
tweeted or re-tweeted the hashtag #BringBackOur-
Girls in the first two weeks of May, hoping to raise 
awareness about the 300 Nigerian girls kidnapped 
mid-April. The hashtag began in Abuja, Nigeria, by 
Nigerians hoping to pressure their government to act, 
and it quickly spread around the world. 

Critics, however, wonder whether a digital cam-
paign can have real results. Washington Post columnist 
George Will says, “Are the barbarians in the wilds of 
Nigeria supposed to check their Twitter accounts and 
say, ‘Oh, Michelle Obama’s very cross with us, we 
better change our behaviour?’”

Others defend the tweets, saying that the trend puts 
needed pressure on the Nigerian government to accept 
international assistance.

“The brutal realities of the world are that girl chil-
dren of African origin and descent are not, by them-
selves, considered important,” Marissa Jackson writes 
in The Guardian. This campaign challenges that.

Sometimes “we [do] protest too much and accom-
plish too little,” she says. “But that’s not what’s been 
happening here. Rather, the movement to #BringBack-
OurGirls has . . . shed much meaningful light on how to 
give visibility and voice to the invisible and voiceless.”

On Mother’s Day weekend, Canadian writer and 
blogger Ann Voskamp introduced a new non-profit that 
she and her blogging community, A Holy Experience, 
are joining called the Esther Initiative. 

“In honour of all the stolen girls in Nigeria, the slave 
girls of Haiti, the brothel girls of India, the trafficked 
girls in our own countries; in honour of your Jesus who 
calls all the daughters His – will you stand with us as 
part of the Esther Generation?” Voskamp asks. “For 
such a time as this?” The organization’s initial goal of 
raising $25,000 was surpassed with over $35,000 in 
donations given in less than 30 hours.

Partnering with Wycliffe, the Esther Initiative’s 
pilot project will train women in oral Bible storytell-
ing ministry, at the same time as providing literacy 
and medical aid. 

Sheila Dykstra, Christian Reformed World Mis-
sions partner in Nigeria, sees other signs of hope. She 
describes the Nigerian women taking charge in the 
search efforts. 

“I am encouraged and hopeful as I see women tak-
ing the lead in efforts to find the girls from Chibok,” 
she says. “These women are Nigerian, educated in 
Nigeria, with a love for Nigeria and especially their 
daughters. I see these women leading the way forward 
– speaking up for the voiceless, fighting for truth and 
justice.”  

– Angela Reitsma Bick

Four of the girls who escaped, who do not wish to be identified. 

South Africans show their support for the abducted 
Nigerian girls by protesting on the streets and tweeting 
#BringBackOurGirls online.
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News 

Marian Van Til, with files from BCN
BAGHDAD, Iraq (BCN) – Awlee was a Muslim 

who was radically born-again in an Iraqi house church 
in 2009. After that, Christ became the consuming pas-
sion of his life, says his wife, Rebekah.  

“He prayed every day for three hours from mid-
night until three o’clock. He would come and wake 
me and say, ‘Let’s pray together.’ He asked that we 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. He felt God had put the 
healing gift in his hands. He prayed for sick people,” 
Rebekah says. 

Also as a result of his conversion, Awlee had “an 
insatiable desire to lead Muslims to Jesus, even going 
to the mosque to tell them about the Gospel.” During 
three months in 2012, seven Muslims were led to 
Christ after they heard the gospel from Awlee. 

But that’s what got him into trouble. Very serious 
trouble. Awlee was then kidnapped, tortured and killed 
by Islamic militants. Rebekah is telling her husband’s 
story now because she wants others to know the trans-
forming power of Christ’s Good News. 

Rebekah was strongly advised not to open the 
casket to view her husband’s tortured body, but she 
insisted. When she did, what she saw was most unex-
pected, and has been a solace to her since.   

She explains, “When I saw him, I saw a big smile 
on his face.” He knew he was meeting his Saviour, and 
perhaps, as the first martyr Stephen, saw the reigning 
Christ he was about to meet.

Rebekah says, “A lot of people were saying bad 
things about those who killed him, but I didn’t accept 
that [hatred] into my heart. I was praying for those 
who killed him. I am proud of [my husband] because 
he died for Jesus.” 

BURLINGTON, Ontario (CRCNA) – The Board of 
Trustees of the Christian Reformed Church in North 
America has appointed Rev. Darren Roorda as the denomi-
nation’s Canadian Ministries director. The appointment 
must be ratified by the CRC general synod when it meets 
beginning June 12 in Pella, Iowa.

Roorda currently serves as the senior pastor of preach-
ing and administration at Community Christian Reformed 
Church in Kitchener, Ontario. He was a member of the 
CRC’s board of trustees until resigning prior to being ap-
pointed. He also served on the board’s Strategic Planning 
and Adaptive Change Team (SPACT).

The search committee for the Canadian director told the 
board that it “saw in Rev. Roorda a passion for ministry 
and partnership with the local church.” In addition, “he has 
an ability to cultivate and nurture a shared vision for the 
mission of the denomination, especially in the Canadian 

context, and to develop plans and strategies to implement 
that,” the committee said.

The committee believe Roorda would be able to “cata-
lyze networking and teamwork: among classes, churches 
and denominational agencies” and that he “understands 
the importance of the CRCNA in Canada being a Christian 
voice on social justice issues and fostering ecumenical 
partnerships.”

They also noted that Roorda “has demonstrated leader-
ship at all levels in the denomination” and that he “pos-
sesses the required servant leadership style to work in a 
senior leadership team within a bi-national church.”

Feeling a ‘clear call of God’
In an interview by the board just prior to the appoint-

ment, Roorda said that he senses “the clear call of God” 
into this position. He described himself as a person who is 
“visionary, creative, high energy,” but that he also wants 
to be “a pastoral person who listens well.”

“I love the fact that our church is bi-national,” he said, 
noting that he has experience working as a pastor in both 
Canada and the U.S. At the same time, he would like to see 
“a little more independence” for the CRC in Canada and 
in cultivating a stronger Canadian identity. “We are one 
church in two nations,” he acknowledged, but the CRC 
also functions as “two nations in one church” in the way 
it carries out ministry.

Roorda is married and has three daughters. He is a 
graduate of the University of Waterloo and Calvin Theo-
logical Seminary and holds a D.Min degree from Trinity 
International University. Before coming to Community 
CRC in 2006, he served as senior pastor at Bellevue CRC 
in Bellevue, Washington, and as a student pastor at Edson/
Peers CRC in Edson, Alberta, a town of about a hundred 
people. 

NEW YORK (CT/CP) – Hillsong, a Pentecostal power-
house with church campuses spanning the globe, recently 
descended on New York City’s Times Square to declare the 
name of Jesus before thousands of onlookers while also 
shooting cover art for a new album that shares its name 
with the megachurch’s 2014 conference theme.

Instead of flashing the usual ads, news reports or the day’s 
market results, 21 digital screens played for an hour a looped 
video comprised of just a few frames flashing repeatedly: 
“Jesus” and “No Other Name.” That phrase comes from Acts 
4:12: “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be 
saved.” And in Philippians 2:9 the Apostle Paul describes 
Jesus as having “a name that is above every name.”

Jay Argaet, Hillsong’s art and communications direc-
tor, told The Christian Post that at least 400 people from 
Hillsong’s NYC church joined in the nighttime campaign 
at Times Square, one of the world’s most popular tourist 
destinations. Located between 7th Avenue and Broadway 
from 42nd and 47th Streets, Times Square is trafficked by 
an average of 360,000 pedestrians every day, many of them 
out-of-towners.

What brand?
Calling it a moment he will never forget, Argaet shared 

in a blog post that he was impressed to see passersby grow 
curious over seeing “Jesus . . . No Other Name” lighting 
up the night sky.

“Most interesting of all were the murmurs from onlook-
ers as they talked among themselves, trying to work out 
what ‘company’ was being promoted and why there was 

no ‘brand’ or ‘logo’ attached to the ‘ad,’” wrote Argaet. 
Then “connecting the different frames from the video and 
realizing that the phrase ‘No Other Name’ was referring 
to the name of Jesus.”

Times Square – one of the most iconic urban locations 
on earth – “is a place where so many names scream for 
fame,” said Argaet. “The most powerful brands, biggest 
shows and famous celebrities, every name wants to be the 
greatest! Perhaps this would be the most powerful way to 
remind the world HIS name trumps them all.” 

“No Other Name” began at 9:15 p.m. on April 24 and 
also served as a backdrop for Hillsong Live’s new album of 

Roorda appointed CRC Canadian Ministries director

Jesus’ name shines – if briefly – from Times Square

Iraq: Martyr’s widow proclaims 
gospel’s power her husband knew

the same name. The recording is set for a worldwide July 1 
release. The project cost the church “only a few thousand 
dollars,” according to Argaet. 

Hillsong Live features members of the church’s worship 
team from around the world. Hillsong’s previous release 
was “Glorious Ruins” in 2013. That recording reached No. 
2 on Billboard’s’ Top Christian Albums chart.

Hillsong Church was founded in 1983 by Pastors Brian 
and Bobbie Houston. The church welcomes some 30,000 
worshipers every weekend at 12 campuses scattered around 
the world, including across Australia, in the U.K. (London), 
Ukraine, South Africa, Sweden, France (Paris) and the U.S. 
The latest congregation got underway just a few weeks ago 
in Los Angeles. In addition, there’s a Facebook page called 
Hill Song Church Canada – but there is currently no Hillsong 
Church in the country. The webpage exists for those who 
want to express interest in planting such a congregation in 
Toronto. The church is affiliated with the Australian Chris-
tian Churches (the Assemblies of God in Australia). 

Relatives mourn during the funeral for four Christians 
killed in Cairo, Egypt. 

Roorda has “the required servant leadership style to work . . . 
within a bi-national church,” search committee says.

For an hour, 21 screens read “Jesus, No Other Name” (cf Acts 4:12). 
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In my leisure time I’ve been reading, from the insightful perspective of a Ca-
nadian evangelical theologian, about how postmodernism has fundamentally 
affected our world, including us Christians. (You have a strange concept of 
“leisure,” I hear you saying!) 

A crucial aspect of postmodern thought is its relativizing of truth: there is no 
objective truth apart from what you or I assume to be true. Thus Jesus’ assertion 
that he is “the Way, the Truth and the Life” is patently offensive. No one, not even 

Jesus, has (much less is) the Truth. That’s also why there are ever fewer agreed upon standards of 
conduct and morality: real morality must rest on a foundation of right and wrong outside ourselves.

While postmodernism is not entirely evil, its ultimate effect has been pernicious. It tells us 
that we human beings give our own meaning to whatever we experience – and to whatever we 
read, including the Bible. (That eliminates the possibility of being unbiblical; heresy doesn’t 
exist.) If I embrace faith in Jesus as my Saviour, that may be fine for me, but other people have 
other ideas or other faiths which are just as good; so “proselytizing” is out of the question. And 
don’t call Jesus the Saviour, of the world. Again, it’s offensive, not to mention arrogant. 

A corollary is the current concept of tolerance. Tolerance used to mean that, though you might 
vociferously disagree with someone’s point of view or their entire worldview, you graciously 
allowed them to express their views, as they did you, and if neither of you budged, each of you 
agreed to disagree. “Tolerance” now involves, first, the need not to offend; and to be inoffensive 
means either acquiescing or keeping your (mere personal ) opinions to yourself.

A long Christian tradition
I’m thinking of this because of what I’ve been encountering in the Canadian symphony cho-

rus of which I’ve been a member for almost 25 years. Even if you’re unfamiliar with Western 
civilization’s history of choral music, you might rightly guess that Christianity was its prevail-
ing spirit. Where were choirs of use but in the church, to express faith? Thus the vast majority 
of choral works over the centuries have liturgical or other biblically based texts. With some 
exceptions, that didn’t change much until the 20th century. Even now some composers are still 
using those texts, though, in the postmodernist spirit, it’s not uncommon to see them combined 
with texts from other religions, including new age “spirituality.” 

That huge body of music with Christian texts is a problem for some of our younger chorus 
members. Though they appreciate classical music enough to be members of a chorus that sings 
primarily classical music, they know little or nothing about Christianity. And few are aware 
of the monumental place this Christian choral music has in the long history of music in our 
civilization. So they have entered a foreign world. There’s a percentage of our audiences for 
whom this is also now true. 

Such people may choose to ignore the meanings of the Christian texts. That’s fairly easy 
to do, as most of them are in Latin, or German (though translations are always provided). Yet 
there’s at least one choir member who takes strong offense to these texts. She has pressed our 
conductor to avoid singing masses, requiems, passions, etc. He realizes that’s impossible, but 
her comments – and others, apparently – have made him touchy about being perceived as pros-
elytizing. He uses that very word, and reacts strongly against it. At the same time he grew up in 
the Christian tradition and, ironically, has a gift for getting across text meanings in rehearsals 
and concerts, whether or not he believes them himself. 

Recently we sang Dvorak’s Requiem, a giant, moving work performed for only the second 
time in Canada since its writing in 1890. A Czech, Dvorak was a devout Catholic. A requiem, 
of course, is a mass for the dead, ultimately a prayer for mercy for their souls. So some of it 
creates unease for Reformed and evangelical Christians. Yet there is much biblical truth in it, 
not least the admission of terror at God’s judgment of unrepentant sinners apart from Christ. 

Before a concert I always pray that singers and audience alike will be touched, yes, transformed, 
by whatever biblical truths they hear. Apart from after-concert comments about a work’s strong im-
pact, I have no way of knowing in what manner my prayers are answered. No matter. I do know, with 

Isaiah, that God’s 
Word – wher-
ever it is found 
– never returns to 
him empty. And 
we can rejoice 
greatly in that 
truth. 

Marian Van Til 
(mvantil@

roadrunner.com) 
is a church mu-

sician and former 
CC editor living in 

Youngstown, N.Y.

I have missed it lately and more often. It has been missing from 
contemporary worship services for quite some time. I remember 
hearing, in the early 90s, “Goodbye, have a good day.” Now it is 
often missing altogether from traditional services. I recently heard 
a pastor tell the congregation that he was closing with a wish. I 
need a blessing.

Blessing is not a common idea in our culture. It is far more than 
a wish or a hope. A blessing is an empowering gift from God. It is a speech act by 
someone commissioned by God and his people through which God acts and a gift 
is given. God gives many blessings daily, but there is a special one we need.

The Old Testament blessing 
The first place blessing is given in the Old Testament is in Genesis 1:22. The 

Hebrew word for blessing is “Barak” (sound familiar?). God blesses the animals to 
“be fruitful and increase.” In 1:28 humans are given this blessing and then some. 
We are blessed to increase life and to develop the creation. Our uniqueness is as 
God’s agents, his likeness. We are empowered to rule over creation as God rules, 
as one who gives life, order and blessing. 

This blessing, not a command or mandate, is the ability and privilege to be 
God’s agent in this creation for this creation. This blessing is repeated to Noah 
regarding the creation (Gen. 9:1–7) and to Abram (Gen. 12:1–3) regarding all 
peoples. This is the blessing we need repeated weekly to remind and empower us 
in our role in God’s creation.

The original blessing points us towards our role in creation, but the priestly 
blessing of Numbers 6 continually reminds us that we need God’s blessing to be a 
blessing. We need to be empowered by God, kept by God, at peace with God. “The 
Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 
to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace” (6:24–26 NIV).

This blessing shows that there are those empowered by God to give his bless-
ing to all his people. It is not just those who take special religious vows who are 
blessed. Every one of God’s people is blessed. The blessing comes right before 
the setting up of the Tabernacle. This highlights the heart of the blessing as God’s 
presence with his people. This is the blessing we need – the guarding, gracious 
God with us in our work and in our broken world.

The New Testament Beatitudes
The first blessing in the New Testament is in Matthew 5, which we call the Beati-

tudes. Here nine times we are blessed. As we long for, work for and encounter op-
position to the kingdom of heaven, we are blessed. We are blessed with a future hope. 

These are not the “Be Happy Attitudes,” as Robert Schuller once called them, 
and as they are sometimes translated. They are not first telling us how to act or 
think. They are blessing. When we are broken by the seeming absence of God’s 
kingdom in our world, we are given hope. When we are reflecting the meek, right-
eous, merciful, pure, peaceful ways of God, we are empowered by God. This is 
not how we make ourselves happy. It is God’s gift now pointing us to his future. 
This blessing is God’s action that leads to our happiness.

Closing blessing
At the end of worship, as I leave this special encounter with God, I need a clos-

ing blessing. I need to be reminded one more time, to be empowered to go out into 
that world as an agent of God to be a blessing.

Early in my ministry I often closed with a blessing that I had learned from the 
Presbyterians. “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.” One Sunday a parent 
came up to me at the end of a service and told me that their child had said that I 
had not ended the service because I had not said these words. That blessing was 
important, to that child and to me. Now I always close with this blessing.

A blessing is the full “Goodbye.” It is not just a simple parting or wish. It is “God be 
with you.” Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. And let everyone say, “Amen.”

Rev. Tom Wolthuis is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church. 

I need a blessing

Singing the truth 
in a relative age

Toddlers to Teens
Denise Dykstra

Christ @ Culture
Lloyd Rang

My Window Seat
Mendelt Hoekstra

Principalities
& Powers
David Koyzis

Technically Speaking
Derek Schuurman

Intangible Things
Heidi Vander Slikke

Country Living

Everyday Christian
Cathy Smith

Getting Unstuck
Arlene Van Hove

Flowers and Thistles

The Public Square
Harry Antonides

From the 11th
Province
Marian Van Til

From the Lab
Rudy Eikelboom

Words from
Wild Horses
Warkentins

Patchwork Words Our World Today
Bert Hielema

Curt Gesch

Meindert Vander Galien

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

Melissa Kuipers



PAGE 9MAY 26, 2014

Reviews

Curt Gesch
Amish people are often looked upon as quaint 

cultural curiosities by those of us who are, well, 
not Amish. The idea of a horse and buggy on 
a country road makes for a fuzzy feeling. It is 
tempting to think something like this: “Is it just 
wonderful that some people still live in this old-
fashioned way?” Or to remark, “I’ve heard that 
they hire people with tractors, but won’t own one. 
And some of them have propane refrigerators but 
won’t have electric ones; quite inconsistent.” We 
condescend to what we don’t understand.

The 1985 movie Witness appealed to many 
of my friends, especially for its scenes of a barn-
raising. I also saw a TV crime show in which a 
number of Amish youth were heavily involved 
in immorality during their Rumspringa, a time in 

which teens are encouraged to choose baptism or else leave the community.  
A much more serious look at the Amish took place after the hostage-taking and mass 

murder committed against Amish schoolchildren by Charles Carl Roberts IV in 2006. The 
almost unbelievable response of the Amish community to such a horrendous crime was 
forgiveness. Suddenly it seemed that the Amish were more than just a curiosity. Perhaps 
they had something to offer us after all. 

I first heard of Farming Magazine when I was reading Gene Logsdon’s book, All Flesh 
Is Grass. Or maybe it could have been in his paean to the value of manure, the title of 
which combines the word “holy” with by-product of animal intestines.  

The editors of the magazine, produced in Mt. Hope, Ohio, are Amish. It is not an 
ethnic magazine nor a church magazine. Nor are the contributors all Amish, or evangeli-
cal Christian. The magazine is just what its title proclaims: a magazine about farming. 
Farming as a way of life. Farming as stewardship. Farming as producing crops, watching 
birds and building families. Farming as fellowship with neighbours. Farming as good 
food, presented with care and kindness.  

After I heard about the magazine, I immediately subscribed and eagerly opened the 
first issue. On the editorial page I found the creed of the magazine: “Farming Magazine 

celebrates the joys of farming well and living well on a small and ecologically conscious 
scale. It explores the intricate bonds connecting people, land and community and offers 
a hopeful vision for the future of farming in America. The magazine is created in the 
spirit of stewardship for the earth and regard for its inhabitants.” That certainly sounds 
like something right out of Genesis 1 and 2.  

A little further on I discovered some other unique characteristics of the magazine. First, it 
dedicates a few pages to poetry, rather unusual in a farming publication. It contains recipes, a 
section on beekeeping, logging the farm woodlot, etc. This is a magazine that has a coherent 
worldview, one that sees life lived in community with neighbours and the earth. It has a holistic 
view of life and does not limit the word “farming” to crop production on a massive scale. 
It is full of ads for equipment and services produced by very modern yet small businesses.  

More surprising to me was the statement that “We reserve the right to reject any ad-
vertising deemed unsuitable for this magazine, such as alcohol, tobacco and margarine.”  

In 2006, when people began to really pay attention to the Amish as a forgiving com-
munity, they may have missed something vital: Amish forgiveness is part of an entire 
community ideal. One cannot separate a peaceable life from a well-balanced home life, or 
from a rhythmic, seasonal farming year that encourages families to bird-watch, worship, 
work, trap muskrats and harvest grain or hay together. Compared to the rat-race lifestyle 
of people who farm large acreages, the Amish and their friends in Ohio manage to stay 
solvent, produce good crops, make good machines and confound the economic experts 
who have predicted the demise of their lifestyle for decades. Compared to this living 
witness to God’s call to a community lifestyle of stewardship, respect and enjoyment, 
our Canadian commitments to “the family farm” sound hollow to me.  

All this in a magazine that is overwhelmingly positive in tone. Maybe this comes from 
the editor, David Kline, and his family. In one of his books Kline asks, “Should we give 
up the kind of farming that has been proven to preserve communities and land and is eco-
logically and spiritually sound for a way that is culturally and environmentally harmful?”

Before dismissing a magazine that largely focuses on relatively small-scale, mixed 
farming as antiquated, we could subscribe to the magazine for a year 
and then ask ourselves the same question Kline asks. Maybe those of 
us who don’t live on a farm could ask ourselves “How does my way of 
life build community and respect the earth?”   

Curt Gesch and Betsey Gesch try to live in their farm, not on it. 
More information on Farming Magazine can be found on 

farmingmagazine.net or contact@farmingmagazine.net or 1-800-915-0042.

Brian Bork
Five minutes into The Amazing 

Spider-Man 2, and characters are 
already acting stupidly. Or at least 
not acting how you or I might act, 
were we placed in a similar situa-
tion. There’s this scientist on a plane, 
secreting away some high-clearance 
research data on his laptop. The plane 

is hijacked, but the scientist is able to overcome his attacker, and get back to securing the 
data. The hijacker wasn’t subdued enough, of course – no handcuffs, no incapacitating blow 
to the noggin – and he springs back up, attacking our beleaguered scientist. Chaos ensues.

There’s this strange, paradoxical dynamic to watching these expensive summer 
blockbusters. On one hand, you can expect to suspend your disbelief about all sorts of 
aspects: the laws of physics, say, or biochemistry (apparently when you tumble into a 
pool of electric eels, you’re granted prodigious electro-powers, along with a galvanic blue 
complexion). I’m ok with that, for the most part, but I often find I’m unable to suspend 
the same disbelief on the more ordinary, human aspects of the story. Man gets super pow-
ers from a radioactive spider bite? Cool! Man doesn’t make sure his attacker is properly 
subdued before distracting himself with other business? C’mon. Normal people just don’t 
act like that. Plausibility, in the Marvel Comics blockbuster universe, is a funny thing.

And so, five minutes in, I was really ready to write this whole Amazing Spider-Man 2 
thing off. That was a hastily-formed thought, though, because this flick is actually a lot of 
fun, and once it gets up and running, there’s a compassionate humanity that comes to the fore.

A great deal of that fun and that substance come from the film’s co-stars Andrew Gar-
field, playing Peter Parker/Spidey, and Emma Stone, playing the young scientist/valedic-
torian/sweetheart, Gwen Stacey. Again, the suspension of disbelief: Garfield is 30, Stone 
is 25, yet they’re playing high school seniors. Their connection feels genuine, nonetheless; 
the way they canoodle and laugh together is refreshing and pulse-quickeningly authentic.

Peter has been reveling in his role as New York City’s web-slinging vigilante, cracking 
wise as he cracks the snarling, scenery chewing, low-level thugs’ heads together. Gwen has 
been working as an intern at the prestigious, 200-billion dollar Oscorp research company 

and seems to enjoy the superhero-dating life, though they do quarrel after Peter reflects 
on the way his avocation puts her life in jeopardy.

Peter’s old friend Harry Osborn, scion of Oscorp founder Norman, returns to Manhattan to 
pay his respects to his ailing father. He learns his father’s illness is hereditary, which cranks his 
glowering broodiness up to 11, and he connects with Peter – who always seems to be able snap 
a clear photo of Spidey – to see if he can get a vial of Spider-Man’s blood, which he’s sure holds 
the cure. This draws Peter, Gwen and Harry into the mysterious menace of Oscorp’s research 
facility, which eventually gives life to the Green Goblin, one of Spider-Man’s arch-enemies. 

Oh, and Jamie Foxx is in the film too, he lately of the electric eel spa treatment, which 
mutates him into another arch-nemesis, Electro. I still can’t figure out how he’s essential to the 
plot, other than being a vehicle for a couple of the film’s elaborate, disorienting CGI set pieces. 

All those set pieces would feel so empty, were they not balanced by ordinary, human-
scaled themes. For instance, there’s an abiding sense of absence and loss in the film – 
fathers have died, or are dying, or have mysteriously vanished. Harry Osborn struggles 
with what it’ll take to live up to his father’s vocational, financial and genetic legacy. Peter 
wrestles with a promise he made to Gwen’s departed father in the previous film. And 
where many comic book movies are flippant about death and mass destruction – last sum-
mer’s execrable Man of Steel is exhibit A – The Amazing Spider-Man 2 is actually quite 
tender-hearted, handling the passing of one of the main characters gracefully and gently. 

This attentiveness to the human element makes The Amazing Spider-Man 2 a welcome 
opening salvo in the summer movie season. Yes, it’s bloated. Yes, it’s noisy. That’s to be 
expected, and I guess even that aspect is welcome too. These sorts of movies – with their 
special effects, their simple good vs. evil stories – are often touted as “escapist fare,” but in 
this instance, that’s not completely accurate. There’s a healthy mix of spectacle and story in 
this installment of the Spider-Man franchise, and that provides a gentler, less-emotionally 
demanding way of brushing up against serious subjects. Exploring human 
connections doesn’t always require a ponderous, Scorsese-level character 
study. Sometimes it’s nice to sling across a glittering, vertiginous Manhat-
tan, to see the wind ruffle the fabric on the costume of a watchful hero, 
perched up high, looking out for us regular folk. 

Brian Bork is CC’s Review Editor and a CRC chaplain
 at the University of Waterloo and Sir Wilfrid Laurier University.

Farming Magazine

Just farming

The Amazing Spider-Man 2
Directed by Marc Webb

Heartfelt heroics
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Wayne Brouwer
A politician moving up in his party and in national politics increasingly relied on others for 

organizing his life. Along with his personal assistant, who kept his schedule and wardrobe, 
the man had a bodyguard who doubled as his chauffeur; he also had a dietician and cook, 
several maids and housekeepers and a speechwriter. While the assistant babbled incessantly, 
the bodyguard was oafishly silent. But it was the speechwriter who was forgotten. He had 
worked for the politician so long that he understood the great man’s ideas, perspectives and 
even nuances of speech. The writer could craft addresses that crisply summarized major ideas 
into memorable sound bites, interjected great human interest stories and wound up with rousing 
punch lines. Much of the politician’s success came from 
his winsome speaking. But he never thanked his writer.

One day the politician breezed through his office 
with only time to grab his itinerary and his next speech, 
stashing them in his briefcase on the way to the airport. 
When he mounted the podium to address a massive rally, 
with cameras sending live news feeds, the politician 
confidently opened his speech folder and delivered an-
other brilliant introduction. Turning the page, he gulped. 
Staring at him was a nearly blank page with only one line 
in parentheses: (YOU’RE ON YOUR OWN NOW!).

Scary
Jesus’ disciples must have felt a bit like that politician 

on the day their Master left. Luke tells us about it in Acts 
1. The Twelve (minus Judas) were just getting beyond 
their shock at Jesus’ resurrection, and had recently begun 
to plan the next phase of their own political campaign. 
Who could stop Jesus now? Last month the crowds in 
Galilee, next month the Jewish leadership in Jerusalem 
and finally the hated Romans. They were on a roll. 
“Lord,” they asked Jesus, “are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”

Jesus’ reply caught them completely off guard. No, 
he seemed to say, you don’t understand, you can’t 
understand. Just wait. Wait in Jerusalem.

And then he left! Poof! He was gone!
It all happened so suddenly that their mouths were 

still hanging open when other men among them said 
that one day, someday, Jesus would return again. You’re 
on your own now!

Stellar
Our vantage point is limited to that of the dumbfounded disciples in their little circle of 

bewilderment. But if we give it more thought, there was a whole other scene unfolding that 
day. What happened beyond the cloud that hid Jesus’ ascent from human view? What did 
Jesus experience next? What went on when he arrived back home in heaven?

Was there a victory parade? Did the angels line the way to the throne, dancing wildly 
and throwing plasma streamers among the galaxies in celebration? Did the booming voice 
from the throne at the centre of the universe chuckle deep laughter as Jesus leapt from 
planet to star on his triumphant run across the Milky Way to heaven? “Welcome Home!” 
the banners announced, and the deep “music of the spheres” struck up a coronation anthem.

This was, after all, the moment of crowning the new King of kings and Lord of lords. 
When the second person of the Trinity left eternity to become Flesh-in-Time, there was 
wonder, there was fear, there was great anxiety. Could life on planet earth be saved? Would 
the remedy of divine injection counteract the fatal virus of the sin plague that had left all 
sullied? Was it possible for God to become fully human without denying and destroying 
God’s essential character? Would the Son get lost in this grand gamble and never return?

Here was the answer. Everything had turned out right. Not without pain, of course, 
or threatening challenges to the plan. The teachings about the “Kingdom of God” went 
well, to be sure, but the betrayal, the trial, the cruel death…. Who would ever forget the 
awful wail that rent heaven from earth: “My God! My God! Why have you forsaken me?”

But now it all seemed worth the effort. Jesus had pulled it off, and today was his time 
to shine. The victory drumming pulsed and thumped while squadrons of cherubim saluted 
as the King was crowned. Every knee in heaven above and on the earth and all that is in 
the seas bowed to the shout “Jesus is Lord!”

Surprising
On earth, however, Ascension Day was a sobering occasion. What next? Wait for when? 

And what? And why? The disciples returned to Jerusalem perplexed.
After all, the only guide they had was the promise of the prophets. For ages, as Israel’s 

missional identity was compromised into near oblivion, the prophets foretold the coming “Day 
of the Lord.” It would mirror Yahweh’s powerful interruption into Egypt’s business-as-usual 
world 15 centuries earlier, when, with “a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,” Israel was 
released from slavery, claimed as divine bride and brought into the promised land as God’s 
covenant partner in witness to the world. Now, said the prophets, Yahweh was about to do it 
again. The awful, terrible, wonderful, magnificent “Day of the Lord” was fast approaching.

Some, like Simeon in the Temple when Joseph and Mary brought baby Jesus in for circum-
cision, were sitting on the edge of their seats, waiting and praying. But for what, exactly? In 
summary, the “Day of the Lord” would (1) bring God’s cleansing judgment on the nations of 

the world that had ignored many divine calls to righteous-
ness, (2) spare a remnant of Israel as Yahweh’s partner for 
renewing the world, and (3) usher in the messianic age 
of peace and perfection. This is what the disciples were 
thinking about as they asked Jesus if he was now going 
to “restore the kingdom to Israel.” They were looking for 
power and action and victory through the fires of judgment.

Instead, they were about to learn that Jesus had split 
the “Day of the Lord” in two, introducing the blessings 
of eternity before the final gavel of righteous judgment 
fell. Once again, God was gracious, “not wanting any 
to perish,” as the Apostle Peter would later say it. “Let’s 
give them another chance” came the word from heaven. 
So Jesus loved the world back into loving, in ways 
beyond human comprehension. And then he left his 
disciples behind to finish the job before the second half 
of the “Day of the Lord” fell in judgment at his return.

Sobering
So Jesus’ coronation day in heaven became day 

one of a new era on earth. The halls of eternity went 
wild with celebration, while sober and subdued silence 
blanketed earth. What next?

Early Christians created a story about that day. They 
imagined a conversation between Jesus and his pal 
Gabriel. “Welcome back!” Gabriel shouted. “Good to 
see you home again!”

“Good to be here,” said Jesus, enjoying the tributes 
and celebration.

“So what’s the plan down there?” asked Gabriel. 
“Who did you leave in charge of the next campaign?”

“A few fishermen and tax collectors and homemakers 
and prostitutes,” Jesus replied. “A good group, really.”

Gabriel didn’t think so. “You’ve got to be kidding!” he said. “That’s not the right crew for 
this important job!”

“I’m sure they will be okay,” said Jesus. “They have learned a lot. You should have seen 
all the stuff we went through together. I’m proud to call them my disciples.”

“Well, maybe . . .” stammered Gabriel hesitantly. “But what’s the backup plan?”
With a sigh and a smile, said the early Christians, Jesus testified confidently, “There 

is no backup plan. They can do it. They will do it.”

Significant
So we live in the glow of Ascension. Jesus was crowned that day, with heaven wildly 

exuberant at the most astounding combination of events in time. And here on earth we 
shake and shudder at the thought of being left on our own, until we are suddenly ener-
gized by the Pentecostal power of the Spirit. Then we carry on, because the “Day of the 
Lord” has graciously been split, bringing hope and healing, light and life, salvation and 
significance, before the looming clouds of judgment return.

The downtown congregation I pastored in London, Ontario, had purchased its old brick 
building from a Baptist fellowship that built a beautiful new structure three blocks away. One 
year we invited neighbouring congregations to join us for Ascension worship, and our Baptist 
friends said yes. In fact, we began to alternate Ascension services yearly between their building 
and ours, with their pastor preaching in our church, and me bringing the message in theirs.

While many in both congregations did not participate, for various reasons, those who 
did caught a wind of fresh confidence. “We’ve been missing something 
all these years,” my Baptist colleague said to me. “I don’t know why we 
never thought about Ascension Day. It really is as important as any other 
big event in the Christian year.”

Indeed. Happy Ascension Day! 

Coronation Day

Wayne Brouwer teaches at Hope College and 
Western Theological Seminary, both in Holland, Mich.

Ascension of Christ, Dosso Dossi, 16th century.
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John Boer
In terms of his published work, 

Abraham Kuyper is probably best known 
for his tomes on academic, social, eco-
nomic, political and theological topics. 
However, another genre of Kuyper’s 
writing is beginning to receive (renewed) 
attention in English, namely his volumes 
of meditations and writings on the Holy 
Spirit. I have decided to contribute to 
that revival by translating one of his 
meditational books, the title of which I 
translate as The Ascent of the Son – The 
Descent of the Spirit: 26 Meditations on 
Ascension and Pentecost.

Kuyper explains that he treats Christ’s 
Ascension and Pentecost in one book 
because these events are so closely 
related. Though the church today tends 
to downplay Pentecost and almost ignore 
the Ascension, Kuyper insists on their 
importance. You can’t do without them and you can’t 
afford to ignore them, for they are together woven into 
your entire spiritual life. 

The birthday of the Catholic world church  
“On Pentecost, the Church of God steps onto the 

world stage as the universal Catholic world church,” 
the introduction begins. It’s a majestic declaration. 
Undoubtedly, at the time of the event itself, people 
would have been surprised at such an opening, since the 
community of believers was a mere handful. Could even 
the most ardent believer at the time envision a univer-
sal church? I like the spirit of that opening. The world 
church deserves that kind of declaration, for it represents 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

Why does Pentecost, not to speak of Ascension, 
command so much less attention today than Easter or 
Christmas? For his own day, Kuyper explains that this was 
“not because Pentecost has less value or respect . . . but 
because it appeals to a level of imagination and concep-
tion too high for the average person and is too spiritual. 
Pentecost is the noblest of the three feasts, but only for 
those who have tasted the noblest. Only those who them-
selves have received the ‘first fruits of the Spirit’ can 
truly celebrate this Feast of the Spirit!” 

We need to revive Pentecost, “the noblest of the 

three,” as well as Ascension. If you are born again, 
Kuyper would want you be the one to start this revival!

Universalized spiritual memoir 
I have become convinced that these meditations 

reflect Kuyper’s own spiritual journey and makeup. As 
we’ll discuss, he underwent a lengthy conversion experi-
ence during which he struggled intensely. His earlier 
liberal theological convictions toppled one after another. 
One of his biographers, Frank Vanden Berg, wrote, “his 
inner spiritual struggle of those days was one of those 
intimate personal experiences that remain behind the 
veil. One does not publicize them.” I believe that these 
meditations represent much of his own personal spiritual 
struggles; that he did, in fact, write about them here. It 
was just not in acknowledged biographical format.  

Furthermore, these personal experiences were mixed 
with his theological instincts, with each one influencing 
the other. Many of the chapters contain heavy trinitarian 
theology stuff mixed with what he considers univer-
sal Christian spiritual experiences, but which, I have a 
hunch, were, in fact, personal rather than universal. 

Though I deeply appreciate reading these profound 
reflections on his spiritual experiences, I cannot always 
identify with them, even though he universalizes them. 
My experiences are different, probably a little more 
relaxed, from those of this intense man for whom every-
thing seemed so absolute. I can point to experiences 
in my own life, but not to the antithetical type Kuyper 
experienced and thought common.

Kuyper’s spiritual struggles never ceased. They reflect 
the ups and downs of St. Paul, who would descend from 
the mountaintop of praise and worship down to the cry 
that, of all men, he was the most miserable. Kuyper’s 
forceful personality, his native quest for power and his 
proclivity towards pride would continually trip him up 
and lead to moments of despair. 

The eyes of the soul
Faith and angst seemed never far from each other 

in what he considered a typical Christian’s struggle: 
“Would God forget his grace and never again bless with 
his mercy? Was the experience of salvation only some-
thing momentary in order to let him sink into even deep-
er suffering? Was it a mere glimpse of a light beam that 
would make the dark fears in his heart even more real? 
And so the soul goes under, defeated. Oh, no, not so fast, 
not immediately. At first, when this situation develops, 
he, that typical Christian, doesn’t know it and is not 

aware of missing anything. 
But once this forsaken state 
ends and the Lord revives 
his soul again, that’s when 
the regrets and the pain 
return. And only when the 
Comforter returns, does he 
realize with unspeakable 
pain that the Comforter had 
left him.”

But such struggles, real 
as they are, always end 
in victory: “Even among 
those born again, the eye of 
the soul can at times close 
again either partly or fully 
so that it can no longer see 
the Spirit clearly, but in 
such cases the consoling 
face retains his presence; 
the Holy Spirit does not 

withdraw. Not for one moment should we entertain the 
thought that the struggle of King Jesus for the further 
development of his Kingdom is ever suspended for even 
a minute.” 

In these meditations every true Christian is portrayed 
as having experienced deep and profound struggles of 
fear and despair until she crosses the spiritual threshold 
and comes to rest in the arms of a compassionate Father, 
now glorifying in his love and peace. 

Ponder, don’t analyze
I would guess that most born-again Christians go 

through some struggles before “delivery,” but Kuyper’s 
description of the process and experience is over the top. 
He was extremely intense and absolute. He had a strong 
love for power and needed to dominate. His egotism 
sometimes seemed almost boundless. It was only when 
he read a novel of two brothers in which all these charac-
teristics of strength and power were pitted against those 
of love and self-sacrifice with the latter clearly ending 
up in victory, that the truth finally dawned on Kuyper: he 
had to give all that up.

But then, once the light of God has entered our souls 
and we’ve given up all that negative stuff, we begin to 
“see all of reality in a totally different perspective, both 
things on earth below and in heaven above.”

If you plan to read these 26 meditations, allow your-
self time to let them sink in. You could read one every 
two weeks, spend a year absorbing them and, with this 
deep focus on the person and work of the Holy Spirit, 
deepen both your intellectual and spiritual life. After all 
his detailed analysis of Trinitarian affairs, Kuyper ad-
vices with respect to Pentecost, “Ponder, but do not ana-
lyze too much.” That man of power and overstatement 
put it so gingerly and tenderly: “When you fall on your 
knees, this gaze in faith carries you quick as lightning, 
within one heartbeat, from your prayer room to the Lord 
in Heaven. Then you are in the presence of your Jesus, 
in whom you recognize the Lamb that was slain, and you 
worship him with a love that melts your soul.”

That’s the spiritual tone with which he closes many 
meditations. Kuyper, the most unabashed Evangelical of 
all Kuyperians! 

Dr. Jan/John Boer is a retired 
CRC missionary living in Vancouver. The 
book is available on CD. Contact Boer at 

boerjf@hotmail.com.

Kuyper the evangelical

Kuyper wanted a revival of Pentecost, the “Feast of the Spirit,” which falls this year on Sunday, June 8.

Kuyper's spiritual struggles never ceased, reflecting the ups 
and downs of St. Paul. 
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Tom Smith
How does one gauge the merits of a pastor? Is the 

ideal pastor one who sets the embers of our latent faith 
aflame with fiery oratory? Who has cool hipster style and 
a willingness to engage the controversy du jour? What if, 
additionally, the pastor had the charisma to drown out all 
other voices in our distracted minds, grip our concentra-
tion, and then use our attention to distill some Scripture 
into our hearts? Some churchgoers might extend a call to 
this preacher posthaste – and if the methods used cause 
some heated controversy, aren’t they just moths to the 
flame? Enter Mark Driscoll, modern day Prince, in the 
Machiavellian sense. 

 For those who don’t spend their free hours dwelling on 
16th century Italian treatises, the prince in Machiavelli’s 
The Prince is the embodiment of the power-hungry pol-
itician. Charming you one instant, bludgeoning you the 
next, the Prince will do what is necessary to gain control 
and keep it. To what end? The efficient and beneficial 
governance of the state or, in this case, the 
church. Does Mark Driscoll, celebrity pastor, 
fit that mold? Is it fair to peg him as a man 
with Machiavellian focus? All we can do is 
look at Driscoll’s message and his means to 
consider whether his bombastic, combative 
approach is in the same mode as Christ’s vi-
sion for his followers.

Admired and reviled
Mark Driscoll is the pastor of Mars Hill 

Church, in Seattle, Washington. Mars Hill is 
closer to a small denomination than anything 
like your local church. Dozens of congrega-
tions throughout the United States function 
under Driscoll’s leadership. Wikipedia states 
that as of 2014 the church has grown to 14,000 members 
in five states and 15 locations, with Driscoll as visionary 
spokesperson, calling the church to a “resurgence” in public 
life. His prolific writings and numerous speaking engage-
ments are made possible with the help of a ghostwriting 
and administrative staff. In his biography on the Mars Hill 
website, Driscoll says that he is “grateful to be a nobody 
trying to tell everybody about Somebody,” a worthy de-
scription of all who long to bring Christ’s light into the 
world. The disconnect comes, of course, with the inherent 

fallacy – almost everybody has heard of Mark Driscoll. The 
New York Times pegged him as “one of the most admired 
– and reviled – figures among evangelicals nationwide.”

Driscoll’s preaching style is powerful. If he errs towards 
a paternalistic interpretation of Scripture and society, he 
does so while regularly referring to biblical chapter and 
verse, so it’s easy to get swept along with his confident 
viewpoint. When discussing the need for men to be man-
lier, he says: “The key to understanding masculinity is 
Jesus Christ. Jesus was tough with religious blockheads, 
false teachers, the proud and bullies. Jesus was tender 
with women, children and those who were suffering or 
humble. Additionally, Jesus took responsibility for him-
self.” Driscoll wants to pin those characteristics to godly 
men, failing to note that those same qualities can apply to 
godly women. 

However, when Driscoll adlibs, or writes books, he 
ramps up the stridency to the point of being offensive. For 
example, he refers to a certain block of church-going men 

as “sissies” and frequently makes references 
to rock music, sexual relations and drinking 
beer to boost his manly credentials. Instead of 
a gentle Saviour, Driscoll aligns himself with 
what he calls “the Ultimate Fighting Jesus.” 

One of Driscoll’s most recent books, Real 
Marriage: The Truth about Sex, Friendship, 
and Life Together, co-authored with his wife 
Grace, has created a furor over its outspoken 
content – with personal details about their 
marriage and explicit advice about sex that 
has offended both the right (for its permissive 
“anything goes” approach) and the left (for its 
devaluation of women). Whether the material 
is blatant sensationalism seems moot – the up-
roar created free publicity and Driscoll quickly 

made the rounds on national television to discuss the book. 

Book scandal
Recently, he has had to scale back his pugnacious public 

persona. One of a number of recent publicity scandals, 
the New York Times Best-Seller situation has reverber-
ated within Mars Hill Church and beyond. It centres on 
the aforementioned Real Marriage. The book shot up the 
Best-Seller list and Driscoll’s bio page was quick to credit 
him as a “best-selling author.” After several documents 
were made public regarding a deal with ResultSource Inc., 
it soon became apparent that the success was fabricated. 
The documents outline techniques designed to trick the 
Best-Seller tracking procedures and guarantee a spot on 
the best-seller list. Once the media latched onto this news, 
questions arose regarding the ethics of such a strategy. To 
his credit, Driscoll asked his publishers to remove any 
mention of the “Best-Selling Author” label from his books, 
and announced a desire to write and speak less publicly for 
a time. In an open letter to his congregants, Driscoll said, 
“I’m going offline.” While his Twitter account managers 
continue to post daily Bible passages and short updates, 
Driscoll has vowed to shrink his online presence in order 
to be more pastorally present at Mars Hill. 

Such a move could be the end of celebrity pastor Mark 
Driscoll. Or it could be just one more thing for people to 
talk about. In the letter that served as his apology over 
several matters and a re-affirmation of his intention to 
serve his church, Driscoll states, “I want to be under pas-
toral authority, in community, and a Bible-teaching pastor 
who grows as a loving spiritual father at home and in our 
church home for years to come. I don’t see how I can be 
both a celebrity and a pastor, and so I am happy to give up 
the former so that I can focus on the latter.” 

All of this begs the question: Is there any place for a 
celebrity spokesperson of the Christian faith in the broader 
cultural conversation? Is the ubiquitous use of the term 
“celebrity,” attributed to both Nobel laureates and porn 
stars alike, a worthy epithet for anything Christian?

C.S. Lewis struggled with those same questions. The 
writer became a central figure in many controversies 
during his life. He stood against those who claimed the 
unfettered pursuit of science was humanity’s only path 
to enlightenment, and also against those who thought the 
Christian faith was only a matter of emotion and “feeling.” 
His Mere Christianity developed from national radio talks 
meant to sustain the British populace during England’s 
fight against Nazi Luftwaffe. For a time he was considered 
a national treasure. Given his successes, one could easily 
imagine Lewis would find in himself the spark to which 
so many were drawn. Instead, he attributed all praise and 
worthiness to God alone: “As long as you are proud, you 
cannot know God. A proud man is always looking down 
on things and people: and, of course, as long as you are 
looking down you cannot see something that is above you” 
(Mere Christianity). 

Not celebrity, but humble service
Finally, when we evaluate Christian celebrities, we must 

remember the true archetype – Christ himself. Whether we 
consider the popularity of Lewis and Driscoll (Driscoll may 
consider himself honoured in such company), or reflect on 
our own paths to financial, familial and faithful successes, 
it’s good to return once again to the example set for us by 
Jesus, obedient in humble service: 

In your relationships with one another, have the same 
mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God something to be used to his 
own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking 
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled him-
self by becoming obedient to death – even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave 
him the name that is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil.2:5-11).

When we have the same mindset as 
Jesus, we confess God’s sovereignty over 
our lives and the church and we trust that 
his governance is always best. 

Mark Driscoll: Modern-day Machiavellian?

Tom Smith is a teacher living in Barrie, 
Ont. with his wife Sarah and son Jakeb.

Celebrity pastor, Mark Driscoll.

Mars Hill Church, Ballard, Wash. campus.
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       Artful Eye 

THE LITTLE  DANDELIONS
                   
If there were only a few dandelions
in the whole wide world,
we’d rave about their beauty, 
and gladly pay for just one seed.
We would cry for joy seeing the seed grow
and could hardly wait to see it bloom
before the window in our front room. 
We’d cherish it and pamper it,
but of course it would not survive  
our loving  care . . . and when it died 
we would feel sorely bereaved.
We’d envy our friends and neighbours 
who’d prod their seed into bloom  
before their picture window 
in their elegant front room .
They in turn would be proud and pleased
and lawfully and solemnly bequeath it,  
to their offspring who would go on
with the daily ritual of pampering 
with the very special lighting
and well-timed fertilizing and dampening.
But you, my brave little Dandelion, 
regardless of your sun bright flower
and exclusive, ethereal seedpod,
THEY LOVE YOU NOT. 
For since you grow to profusion, not slowed down 
by drought nor drowning rain,   
in wide open spaces, or cramped  seclusions,
to you that matters not.
My brave, brightly shining little Dandelion, 
you are forever cursed,  
because you are just too strong and small 
you are simply much too much for all . . .

Lini Richarda Grol

PHOTO BY JOE VELTMAN

Joe Veltman is a retired pastor 
living in Madison, Wis.

Centenarian Lini Richarda Grol 
is a poet and artist living in 
Holland Christian Homes.

You might expect that the biblical 
principle spurring environmental 
action is stewardship. Several 
Wisconsinite environmentalists, 
however, suggest that community 
is even more important. 

Aldo Leopold is justly famous 
for his work in the Coon Valley restoration project. 
The valley had been settled – “wheated to death” – 
and virtually ruined in 70 years of European-style 
farming. There were other factors besides the na-
tion’s desire for wheat. There was the great drought 
of the 1930s. There was the climate of North 
America, marked by violent storms, quite different 
from the more moderate climates of Europe from 
which settling farmers came. 

But no matter. Erosion and soil degradation 
wrecked Coon Valley. Trout brooks became sea-
sonal mud-streams and gullies formed everywhere. 
As Renae Anderson comments: “It took only 70 
years, from the time of the first infusion of white 
settlers to the early 1930s, for traditional farming 
methods to reduce the land around Coon Creek 
from pristine to the brink of agricultural useless-
ness. It took nearly 70 [more] years to revive Coon 
Creek, as measured by the barometer of native 
brook trout, and it is still on the mend.”

The restoration of Coon Valley is remarkable 
not because it was a one-person solution by Aldo 
Leopold; it was successful because, despite some 
initial reticence, farmers and landholders joined 
together with scientists and government agencies 
to implement a plan which was larger than any one 
person’s property. 

As Leopold would say, “All ethics so far . . . rest 
upon a single premise: that the individual is a member 
of a community of interdependent parts. . . . The land 
ethic simply enlarges the boundaries of the commun-
ity to include soils, waters, plants and animals.”

Including “the land” in community may sound at 
first like some sort of neo-paganism or pantheism. 
However, staring Christians in the face is the rain-
bow, symbol of delayed judgment and continuing 
grace. God himself includes all living things in the 
community to which he voluntarily binds himself. 

Land ethic by-laws
In a world in which individual advancement and 

economic considerations seem to have dominance, 
we need examples of how to living in community 
with each other, the land and our Creator. One 
example can be found in the Town of Dunn plan. 

Dunn Township, near Madison, Wisconsin, was 
facing the pressures of suburban development. 
Some wanted a continuance of rural life but also 
needed money for retirement. Others knew of the 
need for housing in a growing population.

Into this situation stepped Calvin De Witt, a 
university professor, who joined the local govern-
ment and helped the local people develop their 
own plan for how land should be used. This was 
done through articulation of values, through wide 
consultation, studies and consensus building. It 
was done by community. The result was that a 
township on the edge of a small metropolitan area 
managed to meet social needs, economic needs 
and the needs of the “land” through thoughtful, 
considerate and stewardly action. You can read 
about this remarkable project at town.dunn.wi.us. 
This link will show you the nuts-and-bolts of how 
things work in a community that has a land-ethic. 

In a jurisdiction with an Agricultural Land 
Reserve, for example, the Town of Dunn has come 
up with a “voluntary farmland protection method 
that compensates landowners for inhibiting future 
development on their land.” Neither socialist nor 
capitalist, it is a community-based program that 
considers the needs of people and environment, 
today and in the future. 

Calvin De Witt speaks about the development 
of the Town of Dunn ethic in Song of a Scientist. 
He says, “We have come to understand that the in-
tegrity of both landscape and community is worthy 
of our wholehearted service.” 

In what is sometimes called the public arena, 
a community in Wisconsin has been largely suc-
cessful in building a community plan based upon 
beliefs like these: “that we do not ultimately own 
the land; that we must live in harmony with the 
land and its life; that we should respect and love our 
neighbour; that we should celebrate and provide 
for the fruitfulness of creation; and that we should 
refrain from relentlessly pressing ourselves or our 
environment.” 

In an age of pipelines, mountain-top mining 
and economic gods, it is encouraging to read of 
John Muir, Aldo Leopold, Calvin De Witt and the 
good folk of the Town of Dunn, Dane County, 
Wisconsin. 

A cloud of witnesses is speaking: will we allow 
ourselves to be discipled? 

Sustainability
Don’t sit this one out

Last of a series by Curt Gesch, 
a Wisconsin native, now from Quick, B.C.
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Young homeschoolers watch 2,000 wild brook trout 
released into a Coon Valley stream. 

Fishing for trout in the Coon Valley.
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Our latest church sign 
got me thinking about 
sin. “Don’t judge some-
one just because they sin 
differently than you.” 
Two admissions here. 
What popped into my 

head was not my own sin, but Rob Ford’s. 
I’d just heard about his leave of absence to 
enter rehab. The second thing that popped 
into my head was still not my own sin, but 
how surprising it was to see the word “sin” 
displayed so publicly and baldly. Even 
in Christian media, the word sin is used 
sparingly these days. We speak more tact-
fully about brokenness, struggle, addiction, 
dysfunction or moral failure. It doesn’t take 
much of a rundown through popular TV 
and movies to see that the flawed hero is 
de rigeur  – Sherlock Holmes and his drug 
addiction, Ironman’s anxiety, Batman’s 
vengefulness, Spiderman’s guilt. Our fa-
vourite protagonists are those with a secret 
failing. We want our heroes human, after 
all, like us.

I ’ m  a m -
bivalent about 
the theological 
implications 
o f  our  s ign , 
and maybe the 
grammar, too 
(grin), but the 
main point is 
pretty clear. We 
all sin. Pastors, 
elders and deacons, Christian school-
teachers and writers for Christian publica-
tions. I have sin in my life – the sins of 
my youth, broken relationships, recurrent 
envy of families where everyone belongs 
to Jesus Christ, occasional jealousy of 
published authors, an overly critical spirit, 
a mounting reluctance to add any more 
confession to this list. . . .

However, confession is what sin re-
quires. Not so much confession to one 
another, though that has its place, too, for 
prayer support and accountability, but peni-
tential confession to God, who never with-
holds pardon.

Penitent
In “Why Confess Sins in Worship When 

It Seems So Rote?” (Christianity Today, 
December 2013), John Witvliet, director 
of the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship 
and Calvin College prof, lays out a helpful 
list, detailing the necessity of corporate 
confession in church. I found it instructive, 
not only to establish why confession is an 
important part of liturgy, but why it’s good 
for me, a sinner.

Here are Witvliet’s four points, consider-
ably condensed. 

1. “Since sin is both individual and cor-
porate, confession should be, too.”

2. Corporate confession is practice, re-
hearsing together the words we instinct-

ively balk at: “I’m sorry.” 
3. “Penitence orients us to grace.” 

Confession allows us to “set aside” our 
sin and become recipients of divine love 
and mercy. 

4. Corporate confession teaches us to 
resist “self-righteousness” and “triumph-
alism,” which he calls “two of the largest 
problems inside the church, and two of 
the biggest reasons people can’t stand the 
church.”

Witvliet goes on to describe the trinitar-
ian roundedness of confession. It prompts 
the forgiveness of God the Father through 
the sacrifice of Jesus aided by the efficacy 
of the Holy Spirit to help us “grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ” (Eph. 4:15, NRSV).

That last part – the growing up part, the 
maturation from forgiveness to living holy 
lives – seems almost as much out of synch with 
our culture as the word “sin.” It’s definitely 
catechetical (catechism teachers like me still 
love that word). Q&A 32 of the Heidelberg 

Catechism af-
firms that as 
a member of 
Christ, sharing 
in his anointing, 
I must “strive 
with a good 
conscience 
against sin and 
the devil in this 
life.”

There is no-
bility in those old-fashioned words. No 
capitulation to brokenness, dysfunction, 
moral failure or even heroic flaws. No 
wallowing or surrender, but “striving.” A 
forward call – “to present myself as a living 
sacrifice of thanks.” 

So it seems I don’t really have time to 
judge Rob Ford’s sins. I have a lot to do. 
I have to “set aside” the sins of my youth 
since they’ve already been forgiven and 
“hurled into the depths of the sea” (Micah 
7:19). I have to motivate myself to mend 
relationships. I have to attend to the daily 
discipline of entrusting my family members 
who do not follow Jesus into the hands of 
the Father who loves them infinitely more 
than I. I have to encourage and applaud 
writers who are using their gifts while prac-
ticing trust and submission regarding the 
Lord’s plans for mine. I have to curb my 
tendency to notice errors and omissions 
and nurture appreciation for all that is true, 
noble, right, pure, lovely and admirable 
(Phil. 4:8). I have to take stock of all the 
other sins I have not confessed here and 
actively attend to their eradication. I have 
to “take time to be holy.” 

All in the power of the Spirit who will 
witness with my spirit that, in doing so, I 
am a child of God (Rom.8: 16). 

God’s sinning 
child
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I didn’t want to go.
I didn’t want to go to the 
#IF Gathering in Texas 
(covered in CC March 24) 
because a lot of women 
who disagreed with me 
about hot topics were go-

ing to be there, and I’d been hurt and they 
had too, and we were supposed to do church 
together under the same roof.

But then I went, and there were candles 
and tears and one thousand of us gathered, 
arms lifted high to worship a God we longed 
to see, and when I looked around at these 
women – they were so beautiful. They were 
skin and flesh and blood just like me; they 
laughed just like me. They loved, and they 
cried, and there were no computer screens 
with bold, underlined font.

No, there was just US.
And this is what I know:
We are not our opinions.
We are not our virtues or our vices.
We are sinners who are being saved.
When you reach across the table and 

touch the arm of someone, when you look 
into their eyes and see the soul that lives 
there – a soul that aches for mercy and 
wholeness and healing as much as you do 
– it is impossible to be angry. You cannot 
be divided.

When you come face to face with God’s 
creation there are no “hot topics.” There are 
only people. 

Turning toward God
And this is what I’m realizing about 

all of these divisive topics – feminism, 
homosexuality, abortion. Yes, we can write 
about them – and it’s important that we talk 
about them, that we discuss our fears, our 
concerns, our beliefs, our hopes, together 
in the context of fellowship – but if this is 
what defines us as a church, we’ve missed 
the entire point. We’ve missed the soul.

A while ago I wrote a piece on the four 
kinds of talk every marriage needs: small 
talk, sweet talk, serious talk and soul talk.

The church needs to have these kinds of 
talks too.

1. We need to have small talk in the foyer;

2. We need sweet talk in the mailboxes 
– encouragement and laughter in cards and 
letters;

3. We need to have serious talks (about 
theology, sociology and points of conten-
tion) as a congregation and in small groups;

4. But more than that, we need to have 
soul talk (digging deeper: asking about the 
person, versus an idea, such as, “What are 
you most afraid of, and why?”).

That is, we need to get to know one 
another BEYOND the divisive issues and 
the opinions.

Soul Talk is what gets beyond the serious 
topics that divide us. It’s the conversation 
that could save the church. It’s the conversa-
tion that could turn people from judgment 
and towards the heart of the Father.

Soul Talk reminds all of us that we are 
people who need love.

Not love as in the Hallmark kind, be-
cause that ain’t love. That’s just a bunch 
of feelings.

No, love as in the person who died on a 
cross all bruised and broken and bloody, the 
radical sacrifice which holds onto righteous-
ness while loving sinners.

Love is this: Sinner meets Grace.
We cannot have one without the other 

– we cannot have grace without sin, or sin 
without grace.

And the greatest of these is love. Love 
wraps up these terms with a red thread.

A thread which pulls the hardest of ser-
ious topics into a tight embrace.

Soul Talk in the church looks like the 
#IF Gathering, looks like believers who 
don’t see eye to eye, becoming dust to dust 
beside each other – and getting to the heart 
of things.

And this is the heart of things: that we 
all need Jesus. 

The truth about topics 
that divide the church

Gathering Light
Emily Wierenga

Emily T. Wierenga is an award-winning 
journalist, blogger, commissioned art-

ist and columnist, as well as the author of 
five books including an upcoming memoir, 

Atlas Girl: Finding Home in the Last Place I 
Thought to Look (Baker Books). She lives in 
Alberta with her husband and two sons. For 
more info, please visit emilywierenga.com. 

Cathy Smith (cathy@christiancou-
rier.ca) is Features editor with CC.  

She lives in Wyoming, Ont.
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“They triumphed over 
him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word 
of their testimony; they 
did not love their lives 
so much as to shrink 
from death” (Rev. 12:11). 

Within the church we are having plenty 
of conversations about the complexities of 
gender identity and that is truly amazing. 
Especially given that this topic was once a 
taboo conversation. As someone who has 

and continues to walk through gender iden-
tity issues, my heart has always desired that 
people within the church can talk freely. 
But as the conversations develop, I feel 
that there is a danger that we see God view-
ing gender and sexuality as grey issues.  
Some people in our culture need to define 
themselves based on needs, feelings and 
desires, and you know what? I’m okay with 
that notion in the secular world, where people 
are still seeking truth and definition in the 
things they face. That is the human condi-
tion. Yet for the Christian believer, I think the 

situation is differ-
ent. Sentimentality 
and human ideolo-
gies are far from 
the things we are 
called to hold tight 
to. We are called 
to die to ourselves. 
That may be a hard 
reality. There are 
t imes  when my 
flesh wants to live, 
yet it needs to come 
under the authority 
of Christ. 

When I  think 
of the Lord God 
Almighty, the Alpha 
and Omega, Creator 

of all things, the God who ultimately showed 
mercy to the world by sending his son Jesus 
who bore all our sin on the cross, I see a God 
so far from grey. I think of God as a colourful 
God in terms of our identity. How incredibly 
wonderfully he has made us! Grey seems 
depressing and hopeless. Can he be our hope 
in the midst of any identity crises? 

The lie spreading throughout North 
American culture is that you can’t find 
or have JOY and HOPE in the midst of a 
struggle against our flesh. I’m speaking 
specifically in terms of same-sex attrac-
tion. But we can say the same for any-
thing our flesh desires! Give in to gluttony, 
give in to putting your trust in your own 
riches, give in to self-indulgent behaviours 
like masturbation and porn use. Scripture 
is full of verses that tell us to beware of 
our flesh as it can so easily draw us away 
from the truth. The truth sets us free, it 
doesn’t put us back into slavery (and slav-
ery can feel good because it’s familiar). 
 
Shadows of sinfulness

The truth is that many people have fallen 
away from the gospel because they’ve tried 
to gain “perfection,” which they define as 
being like everyone around them. To be 
delivered, set free and “changed” must mean 
we no longer struggle with sin or our human 
condition. Is change possible? It depends on 
how you define change. If it means I put my 
faith in no longer struggling or facing the 
shadows of my sinfulness, then I’ve got it 

wrong. For myself, I’ve had to make peace 
with my past. I’ve had to acknowledge the 
good and the bad things that have happened 
and how it has shaped me to who I am today.  
I’m a Christ follower who loves God more 
than my own life. More than my own de-
sires and wants and needs. (And I am far 
from perfect). Part of that equation also 
means that I need to submit my life to the 
control of the Holy Spirit who gives me 
wisdom and understanding. I’m called to 
serve my wife in this posture of my own 
submission. To love her like Jesus loved the 
church. I’m called to raise my daughter in 
the ways of the Lord. Train her up so she 
doesn’t depart from the truth! I’m called to 
love and encourage and love and encourage 
and then do that again, over and over again. 
I’m also called to be ready to share the hope 
within me and that the power of my testi-
mony and the blood of the Lamb defeats the 
enemy. In that posture, I am not to be afraid 
to lose my life, or could we say identity! 
So where are you at in the battle of your 
human condition? May you be encouraged 
to continue on the path set before you, not 
loving your life so much that you are afraid 
to lose it. May you encourage and spur others 
on in authentic community and relationships, 
where our God lives in vibrant colour. 

Our God of colour 
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Kenny Warkentin is associate Pastor 
at Trinity Baptist Church in Winnipeg, 

where he lives with his wife Paula and their 
daughter Phoebe. He blogs at kennyp-

warkentin.blogspot.com

Q. I am a 31-year-old woman and a medi-
cal officer manager for a thriving family prac-
tice. I met my boyfriend seven years ago and 
we’ve been a couple ever since. We enjoyed 
being together even though we had some dif-
ferences. We put hope in our shared values, 
such as faith, family and friends. We also 
chose not to live together and maintained our 
own apartments throughout our relationship. 

At times, I would encourage us both to ex-
press commitment to our relationship for the 
long haul. He did not object and believed we 
would eventually marry. At the same time, he 
made no effort to actually set a date. Twice I 
gave him a deadline for some action on his 
part and each time we had a heart-wrenching 
conversation that encouraged me to stay in 
the relationship because there was growth on 
both of our parts of wanting a future together. 

Unfortunately, the “wanting” never be-
came a definite plan. And so, when I came 
home a few weeks ago after attending a four-
day conference, he suddenly broke off the 
relationship because he “did not see a future 
for us together, including having children!” 

I am shattered and have little motivation 
to keep going. I cry day and night. I catch 
myself looking in the mirror and seeing a 
woman approaching her mid-thirties and 
having to start all over again! Where do I find 

a partner I can share my hopes and dreams 
with for marriage and family at this stage? 
I feel like I have wasted seven years and I 
blame myself for being in this situation. 

A. My heart goes out to 
you as you find the courage 
to go forward in your life. I 
understand your “crying day 
and night.” You love him, and 
he’s been a big part of your 

life for so long you automatically look for 
him in all the places you have been together. 

First, I encourage you to take the time 
to grieve your incredible loss. You invested 
seven years of your life in this relationship. 
Furthermore, your time with him took up a 
large chunk of your childbearing years. That 
too needs to be mourned. At the same time, 
remind yourself you hung in there because 
you loved him and saw hope and potential 
for the future.

Second, check out your friendship pool. 
Choose four or five to help you get through 
these difficult days. Good friends allow you to 
talk and are not judgmental. They take you se-
riously and make space for you in their lives. 

Third, develop a daily routine for the 
week because it helps you get through each 
day. At times you won’t feel like talking or 

being with people 
and that is normal. 
Your challenge is to 
develop a routine 
that balances your 
need for connection 
and your need for 
solitude. When you 
feel overwhelmed 
don’t hesitate to rest. 
A friend of mine calls 
her need for napping 
after she lost her 
spouse “grief sleep.” 
Be good to yourself.

Fourth, find a role 
model who has been 
through your kind of sorrow and draw strength 
and hope from her. Allow your faith in God to 
carry you when the going gets tough. Believe 
you can get through this and become happy 
again! But it takes time and courage. 

Fifth, allow this challenging journey to 
strengthen you. Do not rush into another 
relationship but see yourself as a complete 
individual on your own. And rather than focus 
on finding another partner, develop your own 
gifts and talents in ways that broaden your 
horizon. Finding another partner may well 
happen when you least expect it.

Last, hindsight can be a cruel teacher and 
it can also skew our memories unhelpfully. If 
you are telling yourself you should have left 
him when you gave him the first or second 

deadline I want to remind you that you loved 
him and both of you grew through the process, 
which gave you hope for the future. Your 
belief and trust in him and the relationship at 
that time needs to be honoured. We’ve only 
“wasted our time” when we do not learn from 
life’s experiences. I am sure you learned a lot 
and your suffering will give you wisdom for 
the years ahead. However, should you feel 
yourself sliding into a depression, I suggest 
you connect with a therapist or a pastor. Your 
future may well have many good things in 
store for you. 

 

Arlene Van Hove (avanhove@shaw.ca) 
is a therapist and member of the Fleetwood 

CRC in Surrey, B.C., seeking to spread 
peace among the people she encounters. 
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Where are you at in the battle of your human condition? 

After a break-up, take time to grieve your loss. It’s not a waste of 
time if you’ve learned from that experience.
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Bert Witvoet
It's official: Maranatha Christian Reformed 

Church of St. Catharines, Ontario, is no more. 
The church’s request to be allowed to disband 
after 65 years of ministry was approved at a 
special Classis Niagara meeting on April 9. It 
was a sad moment for many former and cur-
rent members of this once-thriving church. 
Maranatha was, after all, the mother church of 
several Christian Reformed churches in the area. 

The end came during the period of Lent, a 
season which not only surrounded the classis 
meeting with an aura of grief but also brought 
into question the necessity of defeat. Delegates 
even sang about it at the beginning of their 
meeting: “Death is crushed to death; life is mine 
to live, won through your selfless love!” (from 
“Oh, to See the Dawn”).

One of the grounds for the motion to disband 
was that “active membership continues to de-
cline to the point where it can no longer provide 
leadership, nor sustain Maranatha financially.” 
Not mentioned in the grounds was the reality of 
conflict that has simmered beneath the sur-
face for many years. Some of the speakers did 
acknowledge this painful development, as did 
the Rev. Dr. Richard Loerop, who as pastor of 
Maranatha acknowledged his share of respon-
sibility for the church's failings. (In a separate 
motion he was “honourably released from active 
ministerial service . . . in accordance with Article 17-a-b-
c of the Church Order”).

A history of struggle
Maranatha moved from having 180 families in the 

1970s to having only about 50 people showing up for 
Sunday morning service in 2014. How did this come 
about? In the early 1980s there was a conflict surround-
ing the Koinonia movement, resulting in the loss of a 
dozen families. In the 1990s one third of the congrega-
tion seceded to the Orthodox church. In recent years, 

younger families left the church as the church was aging 
and there was growing conflict that included the leader-
ship and the pastor.

Rev. Jack Tacoma, a congregational coach working 
for CRC Home Missions, explained to the delegates how 
he had led the Maranatha congregation through a process 
of self-evaluation, which eventually led to the decision to 
disband. He spoke of the “relatively honest” discussions 
he held with council. Rev. Ben Ponsen spoke as church 
visitor about a lack of confidence at Maranatha in the fit 
of pastor and congregation and about the deterioration of 
harmonious relationships. 

A long-time Maranatha member commented, “We 
have been a resilient congregation over the years, pick-
ing ourselves up after good and bad exoduses, but in the 
end the spirit and heart could not be rallied.” He paid 
tribute to “the struggles and efforts of many people who 
really did want to succeed and be fruitful.”

Danger of narcissism
It was left to Rev. Henry Wildeboer, who as denomin-

ational advisor had counselled the congregation and its 
pastor, to reflect on the meaning of this sad event. He 
had never before attended a Classis meeting specifically 
called to close down a church, he said, although, accord-
ing to statistics provided by the denominational office 

in Grand Rapids, Michigan, more than 30 churches, 
ministries and church plants have closed down in Canada 
over the years.

Wildeboer read from Matthew 16, where Peter ac-
knowledges Jesus as the Christ and moments later rejects 
the idea that Jesus go to Jerusalem to die. Peter moves 
from being the Rock of salvation to being a stone of 
offence. Wildeboer then applied Peter’s situation to the 
situation many Christian Reformed churches find them-
selves in today. We are good at “knowing” that Jesus is 
the Christ, he said. But we are weak when it comes to 
“growing,” i.e., going to Jerusalem to die, or “showing” 
that we are not ashamed of Jesus.

He told the members of Classis Niagara that many 
Christian Reformed churches are on a dangerous road. 
“Unless we change, from being narcissistic churches to 
suffering and self-denying churches, there will be many 
more church closings,” he warned.

The Classis meeting provided an opportunity for 
prayer, especially as delegates surrounded Rev. and Mrs. 
Loerop and later, half a dozen members of Maranatha 
church who had come to witness the official disbanding 
of their church, even though what was left of the con-
gregation had already held its last worship service two 
weeks earlier. There are plans to hold a service of cele-
bration on Friday, May 30.

While delegates and guests sat down to a lunch of 
soup and buns, echoes of the refrain of “Oh, to a See the 
Dawn” lingered in the mind of this observer: “This the 
power of the cross: Son of God slain for us. What a love, 
what a cost! We stand forgiven at the cross.” Would that 
all churches count the cost of Christ’s sacrifice and live 
out the implications of being forgiven at the cross! 

Bert Witvoet (bert.witvoet@sympatico.
ca) is a CC contributing editor living in St 

Catharines, Ont.

Maranatha today, your church tomorrow?

"Celebrate Maranatha" 
Come and join us as we commemorate the 

retirement of the ministry of 
Maranatha Christian Reformed Church 

after 65 years of service to God 
and the community.  

A special service is planned for 
Friday, May 30, 2014, 

at Maranatha, 301 Scott St., St. Catharines, Ontario,
beginning at 7:30 pm. A reception to follow. 

All are welcome!

Maranatha CRC, after 65 years on Scott Street in St. Catharines, has officially closed its doors.
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Vacations & Cottages
Holiday accomodation in Holland 

with vehicle rentals and tours. www.chestnutlane.nl

Two Florida Pool Homes for Rent 
3 bed, 2 bath in beautiful Cape Coral Florida. 
For pictures and reasonable rates contact Glen at 
519-863-6965 or e-mail: mgsikma@xplornet.com

Britt, Georgian Bay 2 bdr. cottages, 
small family resort, 720.00 up, low season discount.
google @ Li-Mac Cottages or call 705-383-2924

Six Mile Lake Family Retreat 
Cottage and Bunkie, swimming, canoeing, hiking, 
camp fires and family good times.  Sleeps 10. 1.5 
Bath. True Muskoka setting. 905-630-6711

Plan a successful vacation at our resort known for it’s Dutch  Hospitality. 
Reasonable rates for cottage rentals. Excellent for camping, swimming 
and fishing (ideal for group camping). Showers available. 
“Little Europe” is located 10 km. east of Hwy 11 on Hwy 118 East, past 
the Muskoka Airport.

Roel & Riet Bakema  Phone: 705-645-2738
Little Europe Resort

1033 Ashley Lane, RR 3, Bracebridge ON  P1L 1X1
No pets please 

Bracebridge, Muskoka

We praise God 
as we celebrate our parents’ 
60th wedding anniversary, 

God willing, on May 31, 2014:  

Dirk anD Peta Velthuizen

 1104- 45 Kingknoll Drive, 
Brampton ON L6Y 5P2

With love from their children:
Dirk, 

Geraldine and Ken†
Bart and Alice, 

Andrea and Jochen,
 Marlene and John, 

Tim and Crystal,
and the many precious grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren.  

“Great is Thy Faithfulness, 
O God my Father” 

With thankfulness to God we celebrate the 
50th wedding anniversary of 

Ceus anD nelly Westerhoff (Staring)

June 5, 1964                                       June  5, 2014 
Brampton, ON                                  Beamsville, ON

Congratulations and love from your children and 
grandchildren:

Melinda & Andrew Regnerus
Cassandra & Peter, Andrew

Kendrick & Elizabeth Westerhoff
Alannah, Sarah, Nataschia

Jennifer & Greg Maillet 
Jenelle, Sam, Madeline

Trevor Westerhoff
Charlotte, Audrey

Home address:  4957 Merritt Road, 
           Beamsville, ON  L0R 1B1
Email: nelly@cedarwayfloral.com

Lippe Catharinus de Haan II
born October 8, 1933, died 
peacefully at his home on May 
6, 2014, at the age of 80 after 
a resolute, grace-filled battle 
against cancer. 

A longtime resident of Exeter, 
Ont., he enjoyed life fully, but 
knew too that death would not 
have the final word, thanks to 

the promises of Easter and Ascension Day. 

Lippe immigrated to Canada with his family when he 
was 18 years old, having lived through World War II, 
the occupation of the Netherlands and its liberation. He 
worked for eight years as a machinist in Owen Sound 
to earn enough money for college and then graduated 
from Calvin in 1964 before a 30-plus year career as a 
teacher. He was a church organist and church choir 
director for many years, a top-notch flier of homing 
pigeons and an inveterate crossword puzzler. 

Lippe is survived by his wife Catharina (de Rijk) de 
Haan and by his children: 

Phil & Sue de Haan of Grand Rapids, 
Joanne & Mark Abolt of Grand Rapids, 
Derek & Lorissa de Haan of London and 
Tess de Haan & Bryan McDonald of London. 

Also by nine grandchildren, brothers Harold (Betty) 
and Bob (Trudy) de Haan, sisters Stien (d. Hans) 
Nusselder and Rolina (Henk) Hultink, brothers-in-law 
George (d. Trynie) Mackowski, 
John (Susan) Derijk and Dick (Faye) DeRyk 
and many nieces and nephews. 

Those planning an expression of sympathy are asked 
to consider donations to either 

Habitat for Humanity, Huron County, 
or the newly established 

L. C. de Haan Scholarship Fund 
in the English department at Calvin College.

Zwolle, Overijssel    Edmonton, Alberta
January 19, 1923            April 15, 2014

Hilda Binnema Scholtens
with loved ones at her bedside,

was permitted to claim her inheritance on the
new earth, to join her Saviour and King  

She will be lovingly remembered by:
Sons and Daughters:

Aukje Kapteyn – Duncan, BC
Jake & Magda Binnema – Brownvale, AB
Herma Binnema from Truro, NS
Hank Binnema & Marg Swytink – Edmonton, AB
Garry Binnema – Calgary, AB
Calvin & Wilma Binnema – Edmonton, AB
Ted & Helen Binnema – Prince George, BC
Tim & Christina Binnema – Surrey, BC

   23 grandchildren and 20 great-grandchildren
 Sisters:  Henny – Cambridge, Ont

                Sjouk – Leusden, Netherlands
 Brother: Henk – Zwolle, Netherlands  

Predeceased by her husband Jacob Binnema, four brothers 
and three sisters.

A service of celebration and consolation was held at Trinity 
CRC, Edmonton.

Correspondence can be sent to: 
http://www.fostermcgarvey.com/obituary_intro.php?id=927

or 10823 -31 Street, Edmonton AB T5W 1W6

1954 – June 3 – 2014
“But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

Joshua 24:15b

With gratitude to God for his faithfulness to 
and through our parents,

arie anD ellen Van eek (nee Ploegstra),

We congratulate them on 60 years of marriage and 
pray the Lord’s continued blessing on them!

With love always, from:
Calvin & Gloria Van Eek, St. Agatha, Ontario

Andrew, Helena & Landon, Ellen
Jane & George Nieuwenhuis, Calgary, Alberta

Daniel and Amanda, Ruth & Aaron, Esther, Lisa
Esther Van Eek & Simon duToit, Windsor, Ontario

Katherine, Nicholas
Shirlene & Michael Abma, Grand Rapids, Michigan

Annalise, Aaron, Lydia
John & Julie Van Eek, Mount Hope, Ontario

Rebecca, Hannah, Jacob
We look forward to a family celebration in August, D.V.

Address: 23 Niska Drive
               Waterdown ON  L0R 2H3

Moving Sale Event
A complete BFN 

TV system.
Call Hilbert Rumph

 in Drayton: 
519-638-2053.

Hollandse dag 

Wednesday 11 June 2014 
Aanvang 10:00 am  in the CRC 

310 Kingscourt Ave., 
Kingston, Ontario

Speaker: 
 Rev. J. van Hartingsveldt.      

For contact call 613-546-5615.
See p.19 for other events.

Note:Family and recently 
run job ads can be found on 
our website: 

christiancourier.ca

Anniversaries Obituaries

Personal
Single Christian white lady + 60 yr
looking for a gentleman of similar 
interests to share life with such as 
humour, the Bible, sports and music. 
"For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also."
Please call 613-961-7552.

For Rent
House for Rent - 
located in Toronto, close to Humber 
College, along the TTC.  
5 Bedrooms - please contact 
Diane @ di_groot@rogers.com

OCSAA is pleased to invite all Former Administrators from 
Ontario Christian Schools to attend a 


 in 

 
  

(rain date June 17) 

 

Please contact office@ocsaa.ca or 905-388-9264 for more details 
about time and location and to RSVP.  

Ren Siebenga, Executive Director 
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Business & Service 
Directory

Our directory ads are only $25. 
Contact admin@christiancourier.ca

We at Christian Courier appreciate
 all of our advertisers.

 
  

                     
 

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church St.  St. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

Ian H. Russell - Director
 Holly Rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

DUTCH TOKO
European Imports

118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph
519-822-4690

Mountain Plaza Mall, Hamilton
905-383-2981

GARY VAN EYK,  CMA 
Certified Management Accountant 

50 Lakeport Rd. Ste 201 
St. Catharines 
ON L2N 4P7 

Email: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
Bus: 905-646-7331  Fx: 905-646-0951

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
Email: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
287 Station St.

Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0 
Serving Families for 4 Genera-

tions

Director:  Thomas C Merritt
Fax 905-957-1371 Ph: 905-957-7031
Website: www.merritt-fh.com

R. HAALBOOM, Q.C.
Barrister  Solicitor  Notary

Richard Rijk Haalboom, Q.C., B.A., J.D

7 Duke St. West    Ph: 519-579-2920
Suite 304               Fax: 519-576-0471
Kitchener, Ontario  N2H 6N7

E-mail: richard@haalboom.ca
info@Dykstrabros.com

St Catharines > 905.646.0199
Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     

     Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 

905.957.2599 Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

1 Keefer Road
St. Catharines, Ontario  L2M 6K4

Email: bert@bakkerlaw.ca
East of Lock 1 - on site parking

905-688-9352
Albert J Bakker 

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

905-648-4451
Providing personal, professional 

real estate service in the 
Hamilton area for over 35 years.

   fredhagen@royallepage.ca
www.fredhagen.ca

Fred Hagen Broker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lest we forget that 
Life begins at Conception 

Medium Puzzle 7,046,122,467

6 4 5

4 7 6 9 1

5 1 2

7 4

2 6 5

5 9

6 3 7

5 7 4 2 8

3 7 5

   

© Web Sudoku 2014 - www.websudoku.com

1 of 1

This book may be ordered from 
Frank Sawyer for 12 dollars plus 

postage. 
Kindly order or inquire by 

email: fsawyer777@gmail.com

Classifieds

DEADLINE Christian Courier is 
published on the second and forth 
Mondays of the month. Deadline is 
13 days prior to publication date.
RATES: All personal and family an-
nouncements: $7.00 per square inch. 
Display advertising re. businesses and 
organizations: $8.00 per square inch. 
PHOTOS: There is a processing fee of 
$25 for the inclusion of a photograph 
with a personal or family announce-
ment. 
SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
christiancourier.ca
admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail: 2 Aiken St.          
St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8

42

170
270

Reading a hand-me-down copy of CC? 
Call 1-800-969-4838 or email 

rose@christiancourier.ca  or go to 
christiancourier.ca 

to get your own Christian Courier 
– earlier, and intact.
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Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.          

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1          
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Ontario Christian Music Assembly
Leendert Kooij, Director

Special guests include: 
Andre Knevel, 

Adolfo De Santis
Liselotte Rokyta, 
Beatrice Carpino, 

Michael Ciufo
OCMA Vocal Quartet, 
Toronto Brass Quintet

Hansen Trio
A variety of great Christian Music, inspiring gospel songs, exciting Choruses

Friday, November 7, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. 
Roy Thomson Hall, Toronto

Order tickets from: Ontario Christian Music Assembly
90 Topcliff Ave, Downsview ON  M3N 1L8

Phone: 416-636-9779    Email: landmkooy@rogers.com

Tickets:
$50.00
$40.00
$25.00

  25th AnniversaryChristian Festival Concert

FLIGHTS TO AMSTERDAM

April–October

  July and August

 
All Year

Call us for seat sales.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 30 "Celebrate Maranatha" See details p.16
June 8  Dutch Service will be held in the Ancaster CRC at 3:00 p.m.  

Rev. Peter Breedveld will be preaching.
June 10 Picnic Luncheon OCSAA See ad p.17
June 11 De 45st en laatste Hollandse Dagword dit jaar weer gevi-

erd op Woensdag 10 uur in de Moorefield Community Center. 
See ad.

June 11  Hollandse dag in Kingston, ON .in the CRC 310 King-
scourt Ave. Aanvang 10:00 a.m. Speaker: Rev. Job  van Hartings-
veldt. For contact call 613-546-5615

July 1 Frisian Picnic. See ad.
Nov 7 Christian Festival Concert, Roy Thomson Hall. See ad.

Your funds will be invested in Chris-
tian Reformed Church and Christian 
school building projects in Canada.

Rates to June 30, 2014
We pay 2.75% 

on CRC deposits.
Earn approx. 3.2% 

on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

 Write:  CRC Extension Fund
    45 Harriet St, 

                                          Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207    Fax:  416-465-6367       

“...serving Christian   
Reformed churches and 
Christian schools since  

1970"     

   s   43 YEARS OF SERVICE  s
De 45st en laatste Hollandse Dag

word dit jaar weer gevierd op 
Woensdag 11 Junie on 10 uur 

in de Moorefield Community Center.
Intree $10 per persoon. 

Samenzang; voordrachten; 
en de zingende sysjes.  

Spreker Ds Hans Uittenbosch.
Breng uw eigen lunch en koffie kop. 

Vry koffie en koek. 

Een jaar is weer voorby,en daarom zyn we o zo bly. We 
hebben het al lang geweten,
dat we de "Hollandse Dag niet kunnen vergeten.

Voor meer informatie bel Roelie Katerberg Drayton. 
Tel 519-638-2228. 

of Janny Geerlinks 519-638 2423.

To help your family AND benefit charity,
contact CSS for professional, impartial,

and confidential advice.

1-800-267-8890 | admin@csservices.ca
www.csservices.ca

Your Will is a Testimony
of your faith and values.

Ruth Ann Schuringa, a staff 
member at Immanuel CRC in 
Caledon, Ontario, is one of the 
first to receive credentials to serve 
in ministry as part of a new process 
in the Christian Reformed Church 
(CRC). The CRC’s Pastor-Church 
Relations Office has developed 
the program, which offers creden-
tials to qualified applicants who 
have gone through an individual-
ized program of study.

Schuringa had already been 
involved in church ministry as a 
volunteer or paid staff for over 20 
years: as a worship planner, choir 
director, accompanist and wor-
ship leader. Currently she’s the 
Worship Director at Immanuel, 
a position she’s had since 2004. 
Now she has the formal qualifica-
tions that recognize her work and 
will make it easier to get hired in 
future.  

“While being recognized as 
credentialed in my ministry area 
is important to me, I found that 
the process of becoming creden-
tialed was also very important. 
It was good for me to gather, 
review and put on paper the ex-
perience and education that have 
brought me to this point in my 
ministry. Knowing that I had met 
the criteria was an affirmation of 
the things I have done and am 
currently doing,” says Schuringa.

Credentialing was identified 
by denominational leadership in 
2009 as one way to encourage 
leadership development among 

church staff ministry leaders. The 
Staff Ministry Team, connected 
to the Pastor-Church Relations 
Office, was mandated to create 
such a process. The last step in 
making this program became a 
reality in September, 2013, when 
the CRC’s Board of Trustees 
endorsed the Credentialing for 
Church Ministry Staff Program.

“This program is for those 
who are recognized as having 
the knowledge, skills and charac-
ter to do this well,” says Jeanne 
Kallemeyn, staff ministry spe-
cialist for the Pastor-Church 
Relations Office. “It is for those 
who demonstrate an understand-
ing of the Reformed perspective 
and wish to apply and use it in 
their ministry work.”

“I view being credentialed not 
as an end in itself, but as a begin-
ning,” Schuringa says. “This has 
encouraged me to keep growing, 
to keep learning, as I continue to 
hone my skills as a musician and 
worship leader, and grow in my 
faith as a worshiper.” 

CRC launches credentialing program

47TH ANNUAL 
FRISIAN PICNIC

Thursday July 1st 2014 
starting at 11 a.m.

at Pinehurst Lake 
Conservation Area 

Paris, Ontario on Highway 24A 
(4 miles north of Paris)

Contact us at 519-426-0099 or 
fryskedei@hotmail.com

If you would like more information on the church ministry staff 
credentialing program, please contact Jeanne Kallemeyn at 
jkallemeyn@crcna.org or 616 726 1152.



PAGE 20

News

CHRISTIAN COURIER

Angela Reitsma Bick
In the last 10 years, Rachel Marie Stone has lived 

in three states, four countries and four continents. 
She was living overseas when she created the hashtag 
#AddAWordRuinAChristianBook, which became the 
number one trending topic in the U.S. that same day (see 
Christian Courier, Oct.28, 2013). She’s a regular con-
tributor on Christianity Today’s Her.meneutics blog and 
the author of Eat With Joy: Redeeming God’s Gift of 
Food (IVP, 2013). 

When I caught up with her in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
she and her family had just moved back to the U.S. from 
Malawi, Africa, where Stone taught writing at Zomba 
Theological College. Stone writes thoughtfully on faith, 
family and justice, navigating divisive topics with skill. She 
believes that “God’s provision of food is always a gift to be 
received with open, grateful hands.” Her book focuses on 
how we’re called to be like God by sharing food; on how 
eating together restores community and can heal eating 
disorders; on how food production connects to justice and 
creation care, and on how to let food speak to us of God’s 
goodness.

“Food is connected to how we live,” Stone says, and her 
work seeks to find ways “to bring grace into our conver-
sations about food.” Here are some snippets of our con-
versation on this good gift from God and our complicated 
relationship with it. 

Our culture is obsessed with food: we don’t just eat, 
we read about eating, watch shows about eating and 

photograph what we’re 
eating. In the midst of so 
much focus on food, why 
did you want to write this 
book now?

When I first started writ-
ing it, I wasn’t finding a lot 
of books on food and faith. 
The idea was first birthed in 
2006, but I trashed my first 
manuscript because it was 
really preachy and right-
eous. The idea of joy came 
to me from the passage in 
Ecclesiastes – eat with joy 
(9:7) – and I really liked 
that. We’re never going to 
solve all the problems of 
the world, and Ecclesiastes 
is about all those problems, 

and we’re not going to solve them in this world. But we can 
be grateful for what we do have, and steward it well, and 
receive the gift of food with joy. 

How can we “eat with joy” or even eat in peace when 
every bite seems fraught with fear (calories, chemicals) 
and problems (injustice)? What does it mean to find food 
that comes from places of joy?

Without wanting to be dogmatic about it, I would say, 
if you have a choice to buy a salad in a bag from the gro-
cery store or a grow a little bit of lettuce in your yard in 
pots, choose the yard. If you could spend a little more to 
buy local and organic at the farmer’s market, do it. North 
Americans pay a lot smaller portion of our budget on food 
[than the rest of the world], and when we spend more on 
food, consciously, we see the value of it. It teaches us not 
to take it so for granted as an interchangeable commodity. 
There is a story behind where your food comes from. A lot 
of companies want to convince you that the story behind 
their food is more wholesome than it is. 

How can we feed the least of these when there’s a “war 
on obesity,” when poverty in our cities is more likely to 
look like obesity than emaciation?

The first thing to have is compassion. There’s a huge 
myth that people who are poor don’t care about good food, 
but I think we forget that time is a big luxury. Having time 
to cook is a luxury. Plenty of people working three low-
wage jobs to try to keep things together have no time to 
cook. We need to be careful about the way we speak about 
the obesity crisis. It turns into demonizing, as though the 
worst thing a person can be is fat. It doesn’t help. A person 
needs respect. 

And the next thing is to realize that everybody wants 
to eat well. We need more ways to get healthier foods out 
there. School programs can be effective in raising aware-
ness and making healthy choices available. We also need 
to make better tasting food for kids – and make changes 
slowly. Instead of brownies, don’t offer carrots. Try oat-
meal raisin cookies first.

You mentioned this morning that you’ve lived outside 
the U.S. for 6,000 meals in the last 10 years. Did your 
time in Malawi change your perspective on food?

I thought I was really grateful for food before. We’ve just 
been back a few days, but my son said, “Grandma, I feel 
like we’re in heaven every day,” because we have all this 
wonderful food we couldn’t get anywhere in Malawi. Here 
we drink the water right out of the sink. I have a deeper ap-
preciation for food now. I don’t feel ashamed of liking good 

food, but I do feel the need to steward it carefully. Even 
more than I did before. 

When you see women so tired and malnourished that 
they smile after giving birth and their gums are white . . 
. they’re so low in iron, you see their stool and it’s white 
or yellow because there’s no substance in what they eat. 
Being there confirmed a lot of things that I had book know-
ledge of, and I got to see it first-hand. Planting things in 
monoculture, using chemical fertilizers and the depend-
ency it creates, subsistence farming. [The problems] are 
overwhelming. I’d be lying if I said I’d made sense of it.

Leslie Leyland Fields says that Christians have “over-
spiritualized” the Lord’s Supper. “We’ve turned an ac-
tual meal into a pantomime of a meal, and the church is 
hungry because of it.” Do you agree?

I see some truth in it. I’m always struck that early church 
services were a meal, not just something you tacked on 
once a month, once a quarter. I just think that eating casual-
ly with one another is a lost art; we have somehow accepted 
that. We eat wherever, whenever, on the go. 

The Eucharist is not less meaningful to me because it’s 
not a full meal. Friends of mine celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
with good wine and homemade bread and people sit down 
and eat as much as they want, and I see something lovely in 
that. But we don’t have to re-do our traditions. 

“Until now, many churches have been places of illness 
rather than health. The Bible Belt has been widening, but 
not in the way ordained by God.” That’s from Rick Warren’s 
new book, The Daniel Plan. He’s encouraging a healthier 
lifestyle based on biblical principles. Is this useful?

I am glad that Pastor Rick is using his platform to en-
courage people to think about food. I haven’t read The 
Daniel Plan, but I love that he has the community element. 
I don’t know if it incorporates joy and celebration enough, 
which is really biblical. And I do take issue with cutting out 
things like cupcakes on birthdays for kids. We have lost re-
spect for [the difference between] special days and ordinary 
days. In The Supper of the Lamb, Father Capon talks about 
that really well – don’t have a roast on the table every day. 
That’s for a feast day. On the other days, you eat a pile of 
rice and maybe some beans. We have feast days every day 
now. We don’t need feast days every day, but we should still 
make room for celebration.  

Angela Reitsma Bick is Editor of 
Christian Courier. She recommends the 

yam fritter recipe in Stone’s book and at 
rachelmariestone.com.

Rachel Marie Stone: Bringing grace to the table

Rachel Marie Stone, author of Eat With Joy: 
Redeeming God’s Gift of Food.

Stone talks to CC at the Festival of Faith & Writing. God’s good gifts of food. 

Stone's son with a home-
made cinnamon bun.


