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News. Clues. Kingdom views. 

Katie Hoogendam
Rachel Held Evans, acclaimed 

blogger and New York Times best-
selling author of two nonfiction 
books, Faith Unraveled and A Year 
of Biblical Womanhood, enjoyed 
the venerable post as the Saturday 
night plenary speaker for the 2014 
Calvin College Festival of Faith 
and Writing, held on campus in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Recently named one of “50 
women to watch” by Christianity To-
day, Evans’s work has been featured 
on CBC, NPR and the BBC, as well 
in Huffington Post, the Washington 
Post, Oprah.com and The View.

Evans’s apparent paradoxes –
most notably her alliance with the 
LGBTQ community and forthright 
feminism alongside a seemingly 
contradictory love for evangelical 
theology – are perhaps what best 
define her brand. As a relatively 
young author with a readership an-
chored mainly in the blogosphere, 
Calvin’s decision to award Evans 
a plenary position can be under-
stood as one both future-forward 
and social media-savvy. I spoke 
with Evans in Calvin’s newly refur-
bished Covenant Fine Arts Center 
shortly after her closing remarks. 

You just announced on your blog 
that you are considering “leaving 
evangelicalism.” What would you 
like to say about that? 

You know, I truly don’t know. 
I really still need to process all of 
this. The World Vision thing [its 
recent support and subsequent 
retraction of support for its gay 

and lesbian employees] – I think 
that was a sort of “come to Jesus 
moment” for a lot of evangelicals, 
in the sense that it shone a pretty 
harsh spotlight on what’s wrong 
with evangelicalism. For a lot of 
us it was a realization of how di-
vided we are as evangelicals right 
now. I feel like it’s important that 
I speak not too much from a place 
pain, which is difficult, because 
you grieve a lot when you look at 
your faith community – the only 
one you’ve ever known – and you 
see how out of line you are with 
everyone else. 

As far as the future, I don’t 
know what this means for me. 
The word “evangelical” doesn’t 
really mean what it once meant 
and it requires a pretty lengthy 
explanation. It’s more – how can 
I be so out of sync with my com-
munity? Evangelicalism has some 

Calvin College’s biennial 
Festival of Faith and Writing 
took place on April 10-12, 
2014. Our lead article this is-
sue is an exclusive interview 
with plenary speaker Rachel 
Held Evans. A round-up of 
Festival lectures follows here 
and on page 20. 

Sects, sexuality and the sacredness of storytelling
An interview with Rachel Held Evans

Adam Fleming Petty
“Miroslav Volf!” my friends 

were saying. I recognized the name 
– he’s a theologian/ philosopher/
critic who seems to write a book 
every six months – but I didn’t 
know his work very well. I’m more 
of a fiction/poetry guy, and tend 
to get lightheaded when ascend-
ing the peaks of philosophy and 
theology. But during my years of 
attending the Festival of Faith and 
Writing at Calvin College in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, I’ve found that 
it’s a good idea to attend a few 
sessions given by new, unfamiliar 
presenters. You have to get book 
recommendations somehow.

The ascent was, indeed, steep. 

Miroslav Volf on the function of faith 

gatekeepers and they are very loud 
and very certain, and the people 
who seem most invested in defin-
ing evangelicalism and keeping 
that label are also the ones giving 
it the most narrow definition, and 
that’s the problem. 

You blog about the World Vision 
decision to retract support for its 
gay and lesbian employees as the 
moment in which you realized how 
much “disdain” the evangelical 
Christianity has for the LGBTQ 
community. Can you talk about 
your choice of the word “disdain?” 

I worried a lot about that word, 
because I wrote the post in haste, 

but I don’t know what else to call 
it. It’s a singling out. “Stigma,” 
maybe, is even a better word that 
has been placed on these folks. 
There is an unhealthy preoccupa-
tion with this issue. 

So what can likeminded Chris-
tians do, in concrete terms, to 
bring healing?

Stories. I think we have to create 
spaces where LGBTQ people are 
free and safe to tell their stories, 

Continued on p.2

Continued on p.2

Held Evans says the definition of evangelical is changing, and now requires  
"a pretty lengthy explanation."

A native of Croatia, Volf teaches Systematic Theology at Yale Divinity School. 



PAGE 2 CHRISTIAn CouRIER

News 

and when they tell us their stories we have to treat those as 
sacred and worthy of respect. But we also have to get those 
stories out there. It seems like people whose hearts are most 
tender about this are typically people who have a gay or les-
bian person in their life who changed things for them. A lot 
of times those of us who consider ourselves “allies” really 
just need to step aside and let other people speak. Whatever 
platform I have I want to make sure I’m speaking from it, yes, 
but more importantly that I’m sharing it with other people who 
have a story to tell, and that I’m helping those stories get told. 

At the end of the day, it’s stories that break down our 
absolutes; stories are what change people. That’s what I 
feel called to do right now: to make that space [for story-
telling], and to let others lead. Folks like those at the Gay 
Christian network and Jeff [Chu – another Festival writer 
and speaker] – I look to those folks for leadership on this. 
A lot of them handled the whole World Vision thing with 
a lot more grace and poise than I did. 

A  f e w  y e a r s 
back pastor Rob 
Bell  began his 
NOOMA film se-
ries, and in one of 
the first episodes 
v iewers  watch 
as Bell  tromps 
through the woods 
with his child in a 
carrier. By wear-
ing his baby, Bell 
did something very 

subtle and smart – he crafted his public image as one of a 
man who is at once hip, progressive and unafraid to flout 
typical gender roles. I’m wondering how this difference in 
perceived gender roles for male and female – specifically 

Christian – authors plays into your work as a female, femi-
nist Christian writer, and how that resonates with you as 
someone who has spoken openly about her fears regarding 
motherhood.

Good point! If a woman did that, I don’t think it would 
be received as well, or she’d be cornered into the “Mommy 
Blog” market. In fact, I sell ads on my blog, and the agency 
that sells the ads keeps filing me under “Mommy Blogger,” 
though I’m not a mom. They have “Bloggers” and “Mommy 
Bloggers,” and that’s it. But there is the assumption that if 
you’re a woman and you’re a blogger then you’re automati-
cally a “Mommy Blogger.” These are things that I wonder 
about when I do have kids. If I write about my children, 
will that put me into the category of “Mommy Blogger,” 
which unfortunately is something that people don’t take as 
seriously. nobody said: “Look – Rob Bell: Daddy Pastor!” 

How do you see the future of the public arena as it relates 
to female Christian writers? How do you see this land-

scape changing, how are 
you a part of that, and 
what are the potentiali-
ties? 

I think things have got-
ten a lot better for women 
writers. In the beginning I 
felt this pressure to write 
“like a woman.” Then I 
was told that I don’t write 
like the “typical” woman. I 
used to feel like that was a 
liability of sorts, but [at the 
same time] I felt freed to 
write with my own voice. 
Blogging has given a lot of 
women the chance to write 

with their own voice, and if it’s good and it resonates with 
people and it gets popular, then we can get published, whereas 
before there was a mold you had to cram yourself into if you 
were a Christian woman writer. Blogging has broken that 
down, and I think that’s really good – though not really great 
for the white men – some of them are shifting uncomfortably 
in their seats! 

I feel encouraged when I see people like Sarah Bessey 
and Christena Cleveland and Marlena Graves doing really 
good things. For those of us who didn’t fit the mold, and 
who felt like there wasn’t going to be a place for us, blog-
ging has helped us find our voice and use it to generate a 
following and a readership. Blogging 
has been a very good thing for Christian 
women writers; I think it’s the best thing 
that could’ve happened for us. 

Katie Hoogendam is a writer, educator 
and parent. She lives in Cobourg, Ont.

At a couple points, my friends worried that I might lose 
consciousness. But I took a fortifying breath and settled in.

Volf’s presentation concerned the Secular Age, and 
whether or not our own personal Age is, in fact, Secular. 
His contention was that ours is not, but not in the way that 
one might expect. “Some people assumed that the world 
would secularize,” Volf said, “maybe with the help of 
fellows like Dawkins. They assumed that religion would 
become privatized – no longer in institutions. And it would 
atrophy in private life. ours would be a post-religious time. 
But none of that has happened.” 

There had already been a Secular Age, according to Volf, 
and it lasted from 1848 to 1968 – The Communist Manifesto 
to Situationist Paris. In this period, the revolutions and up-
heavals that shaped the world were instigated by a secularist 
avant-garde, as evidenced by eugenics, dialectical material-
ism, the Cold War and a host of other Time-Life highlights. 
The age we find ourselves in now is one that Volf character-
ized as “Post-Secular,” meaning that claims to truth exist not 
hierarchically but horizontally, as in a lunch buffet. 

I’m getting lightheaded just remembering it.
“Sometimes we forget how deeply religious the world 

is,” Volf said. “The hand of human beings is always reach-
ing for God. Reverence to transcendence is not an add-on 
to human beings; it’s intrinsic to who we are.”

Different eras, different challenges
I found Volf’s presentation invigorating, but there was 

one aspect that left me confused. The overview of this 
Post-Secular age, where fundamentalism competes with 
orthodoxy and humanism dukes it out with scientific ma-
terialism and so on and so forth, reminded me of a round 

robin tournament, various worldviews getting matched up 
to see which would emerge victorious. Maybe it’s because 
I don’t follow sports, but this conception seemed, well, 
not terribly Christian. There was a zero sum aspect to it, 
which didn’t sound like it was in keeping with the spirit 
of Christian charity.

But what did I know? It had been years since I was in 
a college classroom, and even then, I wasn’t very good at 
philosophy. 

Later that day, I got to see Volf interviewed by Corne-
lius Plantinga Jr., former president of Calvin Theological 
Seminary and a formidable thinker himself. Volf addressed 
the precise confusion I was having. It was very consider-
ate of him.

The history of Christianity is long and varied, Volf 
explained. At certain points, the faithful have found them-

selves in the majority, even a ruling one, as in the Holy 
Roman Empire or various bastions of the Reformation. 
At other points, Christians have found themselves in the 
minority, as in the early church before Constantine codified 
Christianity as the official religion of his empire or believ-
ers in the People’s Republic of China, worshipping in back 
rooms and basements. Different eras, different challenges. 

We should not be afraid of being marginalized, Volf told 
us. Constantly checking the numbers of our population to 
gauge our holiness, as if the church were a celebrity on 
Twitter trying to get the most followers, is simply not the 
best way to spend our time on earth. Majority, minority, we 
need only concern ourselves with being “faithful followers 
of Jesus Christ,” as Volf put it in his closing remarks of 
the interview. 

A simple admonition, certainly, but I found that I was 
newly receptive to such a basic message following Volf’s 
elaborate, masterly tour of faith as it has played out in civi-
lization. Not to say that I wasn’t still a little confused, but 
it was a generative confusion, one that comes from being 
in the presence of genuine mystery.

Today, in the Post-Secular era, “the purpose of religion 
shouldn’t be to compete with science,” Volf said. “World 
faiths don’t stand or fall based on if they can deliver better 
technology and longer lives than science. World faiths stand 
or fall by delivering meaning to our lives.”

Miroslav Volf! 

Adam Petty is a writer 
and stay-at-home father living in 

Indianapolis with his wife and daughter. 

Rachel Held Evans continued

Miroslav Volf continued

Held Evans, 32, is one of the most influential and often quoted Christians in the Millennial generation. 

Women bloggers are automatically cat-
egorized as "Mommy bloggers," whereas 
no one would call Rob Bell a "Daddy 
Pastor" just because he's also a father.

All humans long for the eternal, Volf says.
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For Christmas, I got 
my son a kit from the 
National Geographic’s 
Genographic project. 

The kit is just two cot-
ton swabs and a couple 
of test tubes. The idea is 

to take a cheek swab, insert it in the tube 
and send it to a lab at National Geographic 
for analysis. There, the DnA on the swab 
is compared with DnA from thousands of 
people around the globe. Researchers look 
for mutations in your X and Y chromosome, 
and trace those back to particular times and 
places where they know those mutations 
were present in the population of the time. 

The science behind this project is pretty 
iron-clad. Mutations – like spelling mis-
takes in a person’s genetic makeup – last 
forever. If your distant ancestor carried a 
particular marker in their DnA, that marker 
gets passed along like a photocopy to every 
single person down the line who carries 
your genes. Men, who have both an X and a 
Y chromosome, carry the markers for both 
their paternal and maternal lines – meaning 
you can look at the ancestry of your mom, 
grandmother and great-grandmother on the 
one hand, and your dad, grandfather and 
great-grandfather on the other. Women, who 
carry two Y chromosomes, can see only their 
maternal line. 

The test took about six weeks to com-
plete. We were excited. Ancestry has fas-
cinated people in my family. We’ve taken 
the Rang family tree as far back as written 
records will allow – to Groningen in the 
1600s – but this test would give us answers 
about our background that go back beyond 
written history. 

We weren’t disappointed. When the re-
sults came back, my son’s paternal line (the 
Rang side) showed that we had moved out 
of Africa, through present-day Saudi Arabia, 
had settled in what is now northern India and 
then tracked back west through modern-day 
Russia before arriving in northern Europe. 
There had always been a rumour in our fam-
ily that we had some sort of Asian heritage. 
The results proved it. Best of all, our results 
show that all humans really are one big fam-
ily. The Rangs share DnA with people on 
every continent. How cool is that? 

But here’s the challenge: when you look 
at the time-scale involved, you see that the 
movements of people take place over tens of 
thousands of years. For example, my earliest 
genetic ancestor on my dad’s side lived in 
Africa 75,000 years ago. The group scientists 
call branch M45, which moved into central 
Asia, did so 35,000 years ago. Even my first 
European ancestor – branch M343 – wasn’t 
on the continent until 17,000 years ago. 
Scientists arrive at this data using what’s 
known as the “molecular clock,” which is 
the very predictable rate at which molecules 
are transmitted in DnA. 

And this is where science would seem to 
contradict faith. Again. or does it? 

Three options
You may remember a chart of world his-

tory drawn up in the 17th century by James 
ussher, the Archbishop of Armagh. ussher 
used a literal reading of the chronologies in 
the first two chapters of Genesis to say that 
the world was created in precisely 4004 BC. 
For some, ussher’s chronology makes sense. 
But to see that chart as accurate requires a 
tremendous leap – not of faith – but of irra-
tionality. Huge fields of science – geology, 
paleontology, anthropology, archaeology, as-
tronomy and now molecular genetics – need 
to be written off, or revised, or mangled – to 
fit the time scale ussher proposes. 

For Christians, there are only three pos-
sibilities: either vast areas of science are dead 
wrong, or God deliberately put misleading 
clues into the history of the planet and our 
DnA, or our interpretation of the old Testa-
ment timeline is wrong. 

The first is problematic because we be-
lieve God created man in his image, and so 
our capacity to reason and analyze must be 
God-given. That’s not to say it’s infallible, 
but our ability to recognize patterns and 
order in creation (think of math, physics and 
biochemistry) and act on that data is pretty 
hard to deny. our society and its technology 
are built on a strong, scientific foundation. 
So when that many branches of research 
come together to tell a story of an old earth, 
you have to do some serious intellectual 
yoga poses to ignore them. 

The second possibility also presents prob-
lems. Some believe that God placed mislead-
ing clues throughout creation to test our 
faith. From everything the scripture tells us 
about the nature of God, that seems unlikely. 
He’s not prone to playing tricks and certainly 
doesn’t fool people about his intentions. In 
fact – quite the opposite – God is absolutely 
clear about his nature how we’re to be saved. 
And that’s not surprising – that’s the whole 
point of the Bible. It’s the story of salvation, 
after all, not a science textbook. It’s silent 
on a whole lot of things – like the structure 

of the atom, radio waves and the mechanics 
of flight – that have nothing to do with that 
central story. 

That leaves us with the third possibility – 
that our understanding of the Bible (not the 
Bible itself) is in error. That’s hard for some 
to swallow. We’re taught that for the Bible to 
be infallible, it must also be inerrant – and we 
have a very literal, very Greek idea about what 
that means. Yet no one really believes the sun 
stood still as it says in Joshua 10, because we 
know the earth moves around the sun, not the 
other way around. So we know that a literal 
interpretation of Joshua 10 isn’t possible and, 
somewhere along the way, we abandoned it. 
We don’t doubt the underlying truth of the 
story, but we treat the details as figurative 
language, or the best-possible explanation that 
people of the day could give. In our daily Bible 
readings I would guess we all accept some 
biblical language as figurative. We have to.  

Faith endures
our theology – our understanding of cre-

ation as we interpret the scriptures – has often 
changed to fit new understandings of the 
cosmos. Think, for example, of Galileo. And 

when that happens, there is friction between 
those who hold to biblical literalism and those 
who offer new information. Yet in the end, 
science marches on and faith endures – both 
with the participation of Christians. That’s 
because none of the discoveries we’ve made 
really challenge the core of faith: that we are 
created, that we sin, that God loves us and he 
wants to redeem us. Our intellect and what 
it reveals to us are important, but they’re 
not necessary for salvation. Whether the sun 
revolves around the earth or vice versa isn’t 
a creedal issue, and while you might not pass 
fourth grade science for rejecting a heliocen-
tric model of the solar system, I’m pretty sure 
you won’t get denied entry to heaven over it.  

now, before you start writing that let-
ter to the editor, I realize that opening up 
such a discussion is potentially divisive. 
But we have – as Reformed Christians – a 
kind of faith that doesn’t shy away from 
controversy. We have – or used to have, at 
least – a solid intellectual tradition that takes 
such issues seriously, from all perspectives. 
Unlike American fundamentalism – which 
likes to slam the door in the face of scientific 
inquiry – Reformed Christians are active in 
all the fields of research mentioned above. In 
fact my own son – just 10 years old – has the 
periodic table memorized and is determined 
to study biochemical engineering (at least 
this week – tomorrow he may decide he’s 
going to be an actor – though for the sake of 
his parents’ retirement, I hope not ). 

So can we reconcile these two stories? 
The one written in scripture, and the one 
written in the fabric of our own existence? 
Can we square the data – assembled using 
our own God-given powers of reason and the 
records of natural history – with the story of 
creation and salvation we know and have 
written on our hearts? 

I believe we can. 
But that’s another article entirely. 
Stay tuned. 

Lloyd Rang is Director of Communications 
at the UofT Faculty of Medicine and a part-

time political consultant. He lives in Bow-
manville, Ont. and attends Rehoboth CRC.
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The Rangs share DNA with people on every continent. 
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Editorial

“I told Bill Nye not to do it!” she said. 
“Agree to debate the creationists, and 
you’ve given them equal standing.” So 
said Dr. Eugenie Scott, anthropologist 
and leading critic of young earth cre-
ationism. Despite her ambivalence, she 
coached Bill nye (“the Science Guy”) 

before his televised debate with Ken Ham from “Answers 
in Genesis” February 4. 

I heard Dr. Scott speak at the RoM one week later at 
an event called "Celebrating Evolution in the 21st century." 
With science to guide us, she implied, why on earth would 
anyone still need religion to explain the world?

Yet the question of origins re-
mains surprisingly current (and 
contentious) in 2014. The nye/Ham 
debate sold out online in a matter of 
minutes. It’s enough to make any 
Christian worth her salt want to rush 
to the library for a crash course in 
apologetics. 

That’s what freshman Josh Whea-
ton does when his Philosophy prof, 
an atheist, forces him to prove that 
God exists in the new movie God’s 
Not Dead. Wheaton has a week to 
commit academic suicide: present his 
evidence for a Creator to 80 skeptical 
classmates. The movie is fictional 
and its characters somewhat stereo-
typical. Nonetheless, the scenario is 
very real, particularly on university campuses. “When your 
faith is tested,” the movie asks, “can you explain what you 
believe?” 

Advocates for apologetics like quoting 1 Peter: “Always 
be prepared to give an answer” (3:15a). The rest of the verse 
is often left out – “. . . to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have.” Or, as The Mes-
sage translates, “Tell anyone who asks why you’re living 
the way you are.” Be prepared to give an answer, but not 
argumentatively. In a postmodern era, arguments won’t 
win any converts to Christ. Ken Ham didn’t, and copying 

Josh Wheaton won’t either. In the end, he wins the debate, 
as a review on Patheos.com points out, “not through logic 
but by swaying the class and its perception of their teacher 
emotionally.” 

We will only be called upon to explain what we believe 
after faithfully enacting what we believe. If our faith could 
be measured like growth rings in a tree, lived experience 
would be the heartwood – sustaining and stretching us. Like 
bark, our beliefs shape us, but even bark is being continu-
ally renewed from within. Words alone are a dead husk 
without discipleship bringing them to life. When we are 
both “rooted and built up in Christ” (Col. 2:7), onlookers 
may wonder about “the hope [we] have” (NIV). 

Authorial intent
Last month I attended Calvin Col-

lege’s bi-annual Festival of Faith and 
Writing for the sixth time in 18 years. 
I noticed two trends – the popular-
ity of spiritual memoirs and the in-
creased length of time that authors 
left for Q&A. These correlate in inter-
esting ways to apologetics. Pay atten-
tion to audience and setting, as I used 
to tell my English 101 students. Pay 
attention to the kinds of answers that 
reach people today. And this applies 
in any field, not just writing. What if 
Christian scientists took a page from 
that book? 

our daughter was only two years 
old when she asked “Who made God?” Clearly, I gave a 
different answer to her than Wheaton, faced with the same 
question, gives his classmates. Which proves that we can’t 
memorize a list of stock, Christianity-proving replies. 
Lonely neighbour or lost rebel? Where the listener is com-
ing from matters because it influences how she hears the 
Gospel story. So take your audience into account. Festival 
presenters sure did, almost at the cost of saying anything 
substantive themselves. Nearly every author – and even one 
plenary speaker – invited audience feedback. If CC were 
a journal of literary theory, I’d run this headline: “Reader-
Response Theory Prevails! Audience Joins Author to Give 
Meaning to Presentation.”  

Humility
Many authors at the Festival spoke off the cuff. The 

tone was conversational, not authoritative. This, plus the 
proliferation of spiritual biographies, is a reflection of our 
times. Faith is described experientially and based in nar-
rative. In fact, one author argued that narrative apologetics 
(one person’s account of the meaning of life) work better 
than the traditional methods. He could be right. uK writer 
Francis Schaeffer admits that when “orthodoxy has eroded, 
justification and defense are the wrong tools. What you 
need is a quiet, imaginative introduction of those things 
in the first place.” 

I like John G. Stackhouse’s approach in Humble Apolo-
getics. Don’t ask “Is he saved?” which we can’t judge (and 
don’t need to know). Don’t ask “What can I do to convert 
him?” because God’s Spirit alone, not impressive apologet-
ics, can truly convert. Don’t even ask “Does he need to hear 
the gospel?” because of course he does; we all do – again 
and again. Instead, Stackhouse says, ask simply “How shall 
I treat him? How shall I treat her?”

“And the answer is just as simple: with love. until all 
of our neighbours are fully mature in Christ, there is some-
thing left for serious Christians to do, and when we have 
the opportunity to assist the neighbour somehow, then we 

should take it. I daresay that will keep us all plenty busy 
until the Lord Jesus returns.” 

May our lives overflow with the kind of love that in-
spires incredulous questions. 

“Then we’ll be a choir – not our voices only, but our 
very lives singing in harmony in a stunning anthem to the 
God and Father of our Master Jesus!” (Rom.15:5, Msg). 

Angela Reitsma Bick is Editor of CC. Two of her kids,
 ages 7 and 8, excel in Bedtime Stalling Apologetics. 
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New series 

Redemptive Windows: 
Faith talking out loud

I waited for the bus every morning for years on a 
street corner ignored by city buses. Passersby would 
sometimes worry for my sanity, until I explained we 
were waiting for the Christian school bus from the 
south end. 

“Why all the way down there?” one man persisted. 
“My kids go here. It’s not good enough for you?” 

That moment is what Dan MacDonald, Pastor of 
Grace Toronto Church, calls a “redemptive win-
dow” – a small window of witness.

When it opens, can I explain what I believe? 
Christian Courier has invited Christian Re-

formed Campus Ministers across Canada to re-
spond to the toughest questions You have about 
our Reformed faith. These pages are a good place 
to wrestle with challenges to Christianity, many of 
which crop up on campus. 

Six different Campus Ministers will reply to the 
six most frequently-asked questions in a new series 
starting this July. 

To get the series started, we need your help! 
What apologetics-style question have you been 
asked or would love answered? Send it to editor@
christiancourier.ca before May 30 and it may be 
selected for our discussion. 

It is our prayer that this series helps us all make 
use of those redemptive windows. 

– Angela Reitsma Bick, Editor

Critics of young earth creationism 
warned Bill Nye that agreeing to a 
debate gives creationism credibility. 

mailto:editor@christiancourier.ca
mailto:editor@christiancourier.ca
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Daniel Zylstra 
I almost blew up a gas 

station once. Well, not re-
ally. . . . It was quite the ex-
perience, though. My wife, 
the kids and I went camp-
ing across Canada a few 

years ago. on our way west, we stopped at 
a full-serve gas station near Revelstoke, B.C. 
It was very busy. Some tourists in rented RVs 
were getting their fuel, other tourists were 
taking pictures and bikers were everywhere 
with their loud bikes and leather. And it was 
hot. I decided to get the kids some popsicles 
while paying for the gas. When I was finally 
done and had divided up the popsicles, I 
hopped back in the van, ready to go.

I put the van into drive and started to pull 
ahead. Suddenly, I felt a small tug on the 
van! Immediately looking in the rear-view 
mirror, I saw the gas pump tilt and topple 
over. A ball of flame leapt into the air from 
where the pump had been!

My wife Gwyneth and I jumped out of 
the van, grabbed the kids and ran far away 
from that gas pump!

Thankfully, no one got hurt, and things 
calmed down pretty quickly after that. The 
fire was put out; the rest of the family was 
taken care of by the bikers. Some tourists 
took off, and other tourists got lots of great 
pictures. I had some words with the man-
ager about “full service” and just what that 
meant. And, when all was done, I said to 
Gwyneth, “okay. Let’s go.”

She looked at me stunned. “In what?!” 

she exclaimed. In all the chaos she thought 
that it had been our van that had gone up 
in flames. What vehicle could we possibly 
be leaving in? 

Sometimes we believe that our “van” 
(the church in Canada) is burning, just 
like my wife did that day. “The church has 
exploded!” we cry. We see declining num-
bers in our congregations. We see people 
in Canada going away from the church in 
massive numbers, and we feel in our guts 
that the church is being destroyed.

My wife didn’t realize that the van itself 
was fine; it was something outside – the con-
text – that was on fire instead. In the heat of 
the moment, the question of what exactly is in 
flames can seem irrelevant or difficult to dis-
cern, but it’s really very important, in the end.

Purify
The truth of our Canadian context is 

similar, I believe. Many things about our 
context are being burned away. We used to 
believe that pretty much everyone around 
us was “Christian,” at least in some nomi-
nal sense. We called it Christendom. We 
can no longer even pretend that that’s true. 
We used to have a shining place in the sun, 
morally speaking. We could (or at least 
we believed we could) speak with moral 
authority on the topics of the day. But now 
scandal, corruption, sin and exposure have 
stripped away our “moral authority” in the 
eyes of Canadian society. We used to have 
all the answers, or at least we believed we 
did. We had it all together. We could make 

“the case for Christ,” and even if we our-
selves couldn’t, at least we had paid profes-
sionals who could. Surely, we thought, no 
reasonable person could ultimately reject 
the gospel with the evidence provided! But 
now it turns out that “reason” seems to have 
very little to do with bringing people into 
the Kingdom. Relationship has far more to 
do with it. 

The list of what we thought 
was true is long. But just as Paul, 
when arriving in Athens, had to 
discern the needs of that culture 
– the “holes” that only the gos-
pel could fill – so we, in our new 
context, are faced with the same 
question. now that many things 
have been and are being burned 
away, what does this new context 
need that only the gospel can give?

The church isn’t really burning. 
Something in our context is. True, 
much of that may be “dross” is 
being tested in the flames of our 
changing culture, but is that really 
a bad thing, in the end? A scary 
thing, yes. But bad? no. 

So now is the time to refocus. To 
let the flames of our changing cul-
tural context burn us back down to 
the “gold” of the gospel message. 
Where are the holes in our culture? 
What are the messages that Cana-
dians desperately need to hear in 
this “brave new world?” Perhaps 
the dross being burned away can 

help us answer those questions. Regardless, 
it seems to me that now is the time for us to 
wake up and realize what God is doing. It’s 
time to embrace the moment of God’s fire, 
acknowledge what is being burned away, 
and turn in the direction his fire points us.

Daniel Zylstra, aka “DomineeDan,” 
is a grateful husband, father of three 

and pastor at Zion CRC, Oshawa, Ont.

Get both Christian Courier and Faith Today – you 
will be better connected with others who share 
your faith and better equipped and informed to 
live out that faith in the Canadian context.

A year of great Canadian 
Christian reading!

Faith Today publishes six printed issues per year 
and includes free access to its online archive and 
mobile app. Faith Today is published by the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. This o�er 
expires May 30, 2014. 

View sample copies at 
www.faithtoday.ca/digital.

Give a gift subscription to 
Christian Courier before May 30

and receive a 1-year subscription to 
the award-winning Canadian 

magazine Faith Today at the special 
price of only $14.99 (reg. $29.99).

‘Where's the fire?’

It was a delight to read Lloyd Rang’s 
April 14 column (“You get what you pray 
for”). I have followed his career path ever 
since he submitted his series of short stories 
at age 13 to what was then called Calvinist 
Contact. I was the editor at the other end of 
those weekly columns which he wrote as a 
young student back around 1980. 

It has been a delight to watch God at 
work in Lloyd’s life, and especially the role 
that prayer has played in that journey. When 

we pray, when we truly depend upon God, 
when we stop wanting to control our own 
lives, then amazing things happen.

Indeed, you get what you pray for. We 
have just celebrated Easter. That is when 
Jesus Christ prayed, “Not my will but your 
will be done.”  The result: Easter. When that 
becomes our prayer, everything turns out as 
it should. God’s in charge; we aren’t.

Keith Knight
Guelph, ont.

Bert’s story about his father’s death really 
spoke to me (“A cold January day,” Mar. 10). 
It brought back memories of my mother’s 
death on a cold January night in 1944. I 
was 11 years old and the third child of six. 
My two older brothers were at my mother’s 
bedside when, after much suffering, she was 
called to her eternal home. I was told that our 
mother was dying, but I was considered too 
young to witness her last breath. 

Since I was a very lively young lad, my 
dad had decided that it would be better for 
me not to be around the house too much. 
I guess I made too much noise. So I often 
ate and slept at the home of some friendly 
neighbours, which is where I was on the 
night my mother died. 

In the morning of what has become one 
of the most memorable days of my life, I 
hastened home to find out whether mother 
would still be with us. When I came close 
enough to our house to see the curtains 
open, I knew she was. I longed to see her 
once more, but when I was greeted by my 
father at the door, I heard the news that 
mother was now in heaven and that she 
had instructed my dad to make sure that the 
curtains would remain open. “Don’t darken 
the house,” she had said, “but thank the 
Lord that he has called me home.”

The day of the funeral also stands out in 
my mind as a bitterly cold day. I do remember 
that we walked straight from the gate of the 
cemetery to the grave. Bert does not mention 

this, but when I lived a few years in 
his beloved Friesland, the funeral 
procession would circle the cem-
etery a few times before stopping 
at the open grave. Was the idea that 
evil spirits were around the grave, 
and was the belief that we needed to 
drive them away or scare them off 
still alive? I guess not. But old tradi-
tions and customs do not easily die.

Peter De Bruyne
Grimsby, ont.

Balancing our plans and God’s plans

Another cold winter day

mailto:subscriptions%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
http://www.christiancourier.ca
mailto:ads%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
mailto:subscriptions%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
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Traditionally, people on safari in Kenya 
are going to see lions, zebras and other 
animals living in the wild. But seven people 
recently traveled there for a different type 
of safari – a prayer safari.

Mwaya Wa Kitavi, the East and South 
Africa regional leader of Christian Reformed 
World Missions (CRWM), led the safari, 
which included five people from Christian 
Reformed congregations in Canada and the 
united States, and two other individuals.

Every day for a week, the team joined 
a group of Kenyan Christians in traveling 
to various prayer points. They stopped at 
schools, churches, offices, markets, hospitals, 
homes and government buildings. They also 
went on prayer walks in parks, neighbour-
hoods and marketplaces. In it all they sensed 
God’s powerful presence through prayer.

Rev. John Algera, pastor of Madison Av-

enue CRC in Paterson, new Jersey, joined the 
team. Algera had attended several prayer trips 
to CRC overseas mission fields, and when Wa 
Kitavi heard about Algera’s experiences, he 
knew he had to organize a similar trip.

on the safari, Algera vividly remem-

bers praying with students and leaders of a 
Christian fellowship group at Kenyatta uni-
versity. over 1,000 students gathered for the 
Wednesday night meeting. “They were full 
of passion for worship and prayer,” he says. 
“I was struck by how many future leaders 
of Kenya were in that room.”

The prayer team also had a memorable 
visit with police and government officials in 
Machakos County. After praying there, the 
county commissioner asked Wa Kitavi to 
help them launch a Bible study and prayer 
fellowship group.

Ongoing impact 
The prayer safari has ended but its im-

pact remains. Wa Kitavi has returned to 
Machakos County to help government of-
ficials begin a workplace Bible study min-
istry for 50 staff members.

Several pastors have committed to do-
ing regular neighborhood prayer walks. 
Students have been inspired to pray for their 
teachers. People have drawn closer to each 
other and to God.

“This experience taught me that we are 
often guilty of prayerlessness because we 
depend on our strength instead of God’s,” 
Algera says. “Prayer is a powerful way to 
join with Jesus and the Father in the work 
they are doing in our world today.”

With this safari’s success, Wa Kitavi plans 
to make the prayer safari a yearly February 
event. “I’m reminded of Paul’s call to the 
church in Colossians 4:2-4 to be devoted to 
prayer, be watchful in prayer, be thankful 
in prayer, and be intercessors in prayer,” 
he says. “God works in response to prayer; 
prayer should be part of our ministry.”

Mwaya and Munyiva Wa Kitavi have 
served with CRWM since 2008. 

marian Van Til, with files from CNS, Ikea
ÄLMHuLT, Sweden – The pursuit of 

sustainability has led IKEA to develop a 
better meatball. 

The headquarters of the do-it-yourself 
home-furnishings company are in Leiden, 
the netherlands, but it was founded in Swe-
den in 1943 by Ingvar Kamprad. 

IKEA is working toward “lower carbon 
alternatives” to the traditional beef-and-
pork Swedish meatballs it now sells in the 
cafeterias of 349 stores in 43 countries.

“IKEA is a responsible company, and we 
believe that we can play an important role 
in the move towards a more sustainable so-
ciety,” the company announced on April 22, 
which was Earth Day. “We will continue to 

sell the regular meatballs that our customers 
enjoy every day at IKEA. However, we will 
also provide lower carbon alternatives: a 
chicken meatball and a vegetarian meatball 
are under development and will comple-
ment our meatball offer in 2015.”

Environmentalists applauded. “This is 
one of the first times a major retailer has in-
troduced a meatless menu item explicitly to 
combat climate change,” said the Center for 
Biological Diversity (CBD), based in Tus-
con, Arizona. The CBD recently launched 
a campaign urging Americans to “take ex-
tinction off your plate.” Visitors to CBD’s 
website are urged to pledge that they will 
“eat less meat” and “save more wildlife.”

IKEA is taking other steps to “reduce 

its carbon footprint.” Also in April, the 
company’s u.S. division announced that it 
is making its first wind-farm investment in 

the united States with the purchase of a 98 
megawatt wind farm in Hoopeston, Illinois.  
IKEA has also installed 550,000 solar pan-
els on its buildings in nine countries. 

This year, IKEA Canada was named for 
the sixth consecutive year by Mediacorp as 
one of Canada’s “Greenest Employers.” It 
has also been placed by Mediacorp in the 
“Top 100 Employers” in Canada. IKEA 
also appears on the Forbes “World’s Most 
Valuable Brands” list.

Among other things, IKEA’s sustain-
ability initiatives in Canada include a wind 
farm in Alberta, solar panels on three of its 
Ontario stores and a nationwide mattress 
recycling program. 

nEW HAVEn, Connecticut (LifeSite-
news) – Yale university’s student-based 
pro-life group has been denied membership 
in the social justice arm of a non-profit 
group on campus.

According to Christian Hernandez, im-
mediate past-president of Choose Life at 
Yale (CLAY), “this is the first rejection of 
Dwight Hall’s provisional membership in 
10 years, to my knowledge.”

The largely undergraduate pro-life stu-
dent group had attempted to join the social 
justice arm of Dwight Hall, an independent 
non-profit on Yale’s campus that consists of 
90 student groups. CLAY was “given no 
further details on the reasons for rejection,” 
said Hernandez.

on its website, Dwight Hall describes 
itself as “an independent, nonsectarian non-
profit umbrella organization” that “reflects 
a diverse Yale student body and a strong 
history of social justice work in New Haven 
and beyond,” and “is the largest campus-
based, student-run service organization in 
the [u.S.].” More than 3,500 students make 

up the 90 groups that are part of Dwight 
Hall each year.

It is uncertain what kind of relationship, 
formal or otherwise, Dwight Hall has with 
Yale university. Yale’s office of Public Af-
fairs did not reply to request for information, 
nor answer whether Yale provides funding 
for Dwight Hall. The non-profit says its 
funding comes from grants, endowments, 
contributions, “facility rentals” and the “Yale 
office of new Haven State Affairs.” Those 
last two  provide eight percent of the Dwight 
Hall's $800,000 annual budget.

Hernandez said one member of each 
student group makes up the Cabinet, which 
is the body responsible for accepting or 
rejecting student groups. It isn't known 
how many of the 90-some members of the 
Cabinet voted, nor the breakdown of the 
vote. Hernandez noted that CLAY has con-
ducted itself “in line with what's required by 
Dwight Hall to be a social justice member.”

A range of advocacy
“our group is involved with different 

forms of advocacy on campus,” said Her-
nandez. “We have weekly meetings, we 
have a yearly conference with numerous 
speakers, we have students that are volun-
teering with the local [crisis pregnancy cen-
ter], and we have a candlelight vigil for the 
unborn and their families. We also bring in 
speakers each semester from different areas, 
most recently from New Haven Hospital.”

Joining Dwight Hall gives certain perks to 
members, including “funds, access to loaner 
cars for service projects, printing services, a 
spot at freshmen recruiting events and other 

benefits.” A few of the groups that have been 
oKed to join Dwight Hall include the ACLu 
(American Civil Liberties Association), the 
Arab Student Association, a gay advocacy 
group and an environmental group.

At least one Christian group is part of 
Dwight Hall. Visions of Virtue describes 
itself as a “Christian sisterhood” that is “un-
like existing Yale programs” and “addresses 
. . . issues” such as “sex, nutrition, education, 
and relationships . . . in a biblical context.” 

In an op-ed in the independent but Cath-
olic-leaning journal First Things (published 
by the Institute on Religion and Public 
Life), former CLAY president Matthew 
Gerken wrote that “pro-lifers at Yale have 
long gotten over the idea that they’d get any-
where arguing with their peers about whose 
right to autonomy trumped whose, and so 
they charted a new direction.” That direc-
tion, said Gerken, involves CLAY members 
taking “up their cause as a matter of social 
justice. They realized that abortion has 
never been solely a matter of a baby’s life 
and liberty.” 

CRC ‘prayer safari’ touches lives in Kenya

Pursuing ‘sustainability,’ IKEA invents a better meatball

Yale pro-lifers denied membership in social justice group

Kenyan Christians sense “God's powerful 
presence through prayer.”

Taste and texture will not change, Ikea says 
of its new eco-meatballs. 

Yale’s pro-life group is trying to frame abortion 
as an issue of social justice. 
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HoLLYWooD, Calif. (BCn) – Thanks 
to Steven Spielberg’s powerful film 
Schindler’s List, most people have heard 
of oskar Schindler. But the name of Bra-
nislav Huberman is relatively unknown 
outside of Israel. The fact is, during World 
War II Huberman saved from the Nazis as 
many endangered Jewish lives as Schindler 
did, but he did it through music. The Polish 
Huberman was an exceptional violinist.

Huberman is featured in a documentary 
by Academy Award-nominated director 
Josh Aronson called Orchestra of Exiles. 
The film was released last year, but CBn, 
a Christian cable network in the u.S., re-
cently called viewers’ attention to it and at 
least one Christian news agency took note.

The 85-minute film details how Bra-
nislav Huberman somehow sensed the 
coming Holocaust even before there were 
any death camps. He founded the Palestine 
Symphony, and by incorporating Jewish 
musicians into it, he was able to rescue 
hundreds of Jews from the Nazis. 

“Humberman was a heroic character,” 
says director Aronson. “He was a great, 
great violinist; he was a great artist and 
was a great man. It was before concentra-
tion camps. It was before we knew what 
was coming in Germany. He talked to 
people about how dangerous it was going 
to get, and it was eerie that he had that 
sense, that Jews had to get out.” Historian 
Gad Lewertoff noted that Huberman knew 
that the life of any Jew he could get out 
of Europe would probably be saved, “or 

at least spared a lot of misery and a lot of 
suffering.” 

music their only weapon
Huberman began playing the violin at 

age eight. He performed throughout Eu-
rope and then fell in love with audiences 
in Palestine. The film is about the man who 
started the cultural life of Israel by found-
ing an orchestra in Israel. “It’s about the 
difficulty and the obstacles, tremendous 
obstacles that were in the way of Huber-
man in doing this,” Aronson said. Huber-
man spent two years traveling throughout 
Europe, auditioning the best musicians, 
most of whom were Jews exiled from 
Central European orchestras. To Huber-
man, they were showing the world that the 
nazis and their anti-Semitic beliefs could 
be opposed with the only weapon many 
Jews possessed: music. 

Huberman began a music school, insist-
ing that all symphony musicians instruct 
others “so a new generation of musicians 
could be built.” The Palestine Symphony 
he built became the world-class Israel 
Philharmonic, but Huberman died in 1947, 
so he never knew it had taken that name, 
and never heard them perform the Israeli 
national anthem. 

Some current giants in classical music 
are featured in the film. American-Israeli 
violinist Itzhak Perlman, American violin-
ist Joshua Bell, Israel Philharmonic con-
ductor Zubin Mehta and Israeli violinist-
conductor Pinchas Zukerman (currently 

conductor of the National Arts Centre 
orchestra in ottawa), all talk about Huber-
man’s impact on the Jews he saved and on 
the classical music world.

Aronson made his documentary hop-
ing it would inform others of the “oskar 
Schindler of the music world,” and to re-
mind people of the importance of standing 
against the darkness.

Huberman was a man who stood up 
against intolerance and sacrificed so much 
of himself, and was changed in doing so, 

said Aronson. “He saw something happen-
ing in the world that demanded a response. 
And so many people today so many people 
are so quick to look the other way.” He 
hopes that the lesson of his film people 
take home is that we must avoid that im-
pulse not to get involved. Lives could 
depend on how we react to evil.

Orchestra of Exiles is available on 
video, via netflix or lived-streamed on-
line. 

MISSISSAuGA, ont. (CCnS) – Late 
last month World Vision Canada launched 
what it is calling a “no Child For Sale Cam-
paign – Church Edition.” The campaign is 
part of the aid and development agency’s 
ongoing work to prevent and eliminate the 
worst forms of child slavery. 

World Vision urged people of faith to 
sign up for a daily devotional written by 
leading Christian thinkers, to take action 
by signing a petition that calls on major 
Canadian retailers regarding operations 
in Bangladesh, and to tune in online to a 
special one-hour conversation with World 
Vision President Dave Toycen about his 
recent trip to Bangladesh.

In the wake of the deadly factory col-
lapse in Bangladesh last April that killed 
more than 1,100 people, World Vision notes 
that many Canadians questioned whether 
they were complicit as we saw popular 
Canadian retail labels among the rubble. 

Through the “no Child For Sale” peti-
tion, World Vision is asking Canadians of 
faith to add their voices to the growing call 

for Canadian retailers to sign the Bangla-
desh Fire and Building Safety Accord to 
prevent further tragedies. As of this writing 
(April 25), Loblaw was the only Canadian 
company to sign on. A full list of companies 
being called on to sign can be found on an 
online petition page (see the web address 
at the end of this story).

‘Challenging insights’
To coincide with the campaign, World 

Vision developed a two-week long daily 
devotional called “To Such as These: Ca-
nadian Leaders Reflect on Faith and Child 
Labour Today.” The meditations were writ-
ten by 15 Christian thinkers from across 
the country who reflected on how Christian 
faith and the Scriptures speak to child slav-
ery today. The result, asserted World Vision, 
“was a personal devotional with striking 
images and challenging insights.” 

Doug Blackburn, church advocacy man-
ager of World Vision Canada said of the 
devotional, “The insights into how our faith 
speaks to the problem of exploited children 

are as diverse and rich as the experiences 
of the 15 writers. This is a new and unique 
contribution to the church community in 
Canada.” The writers were Mark Buchanan, 
Bruce and Tracy Clemenger, Joel Gordon, 
Karen Hamilton, Alan L. Hayes, M. Chris-
tine MacMillan, Ann Mainse, Gary nelson, 
Greg Paul, John Pellowe, Don Posterski, 
John Stackhouse, Karen Stiller, George 
Sumner and Geoff Tunnicliffe. 

Don’t delay
Further to the campaign, World Vision 

president Dave Toycen and senior manager 
for advocacy engagement Cheryl Hotch-
kiss hosted a one-hour online conversation 
about Christian faith and child labour on 
May 7. Toycen talked of his recent trip to 
Bangladesh, which included a visit to the 
site of the Rana Plaza factory collapse. 
Hotchkiss spoke to current issues in child 
labour and what Canadians can do to help. 

“In Bangladesh, it seemed that every-
where I looked, there were workplace trag-
edies just waiting to happen. Far too many 

involved children,” said Toycen. “I am 
more convicted than ever that Canadian 
retailers that sell products made in Bangla-
desh must not delay in signing this accord.”

Hotchkiss thinks that “Canadian con-
sumers are hungry for ethical alternatives. 
Bangladesh brought this home. While we’re 
increasingly seeing ethical options on our 
grocery store shelves, we’re not seeing 
the same affordable, available options for 
clothing, textiles and household goods.” 
She added, “Companies respond to con-
sumer demand. We’ve seen this time and 
again with ethical chocolate and coffee 
now in mainstream stores. The same can 
happen for clothing and other items if all 
Canadians – including people of faith and 
congregations – demand it.”

Campaign resources and additional 
information can be obtained online at 
churches.worldvision.ca/no-child-for-
sale. Also check the Twitter hashtag: #no-
ChildForSale. 

Documentary profiles WWII Jewish ‘Schindler of music’ 

World Vision Canada 
launches ‘No Child for Sale’ 

Thomas Kornmann as Branislaw Huberman holding symphony auditions in the documentary 
Orchestra of Exiles.
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This coming June will be interesting for American businesses. Hobby 
Lobby and Conestoga Wood are two Christian family-owned corpo-
rations asking to be exempt from the new Affordable Care Act. The 
companies argue that it violates their religious beliefs. In June the 
u.S. Supreme Court will let us know whether these companies are 
exempt from the law on the basis of religious freedom; American 
Christians are eager to hear what the Court has to say. 

Meanwhile, this case challenges us to ask another sort of question. If we believe 
that our businesses should reflect the deepest commitments of our faith, then what 
should business decisions emphasize? Hobby Lobby focuses in part on contracep-
tives in health care; Christian owners of bakeries, florists and photography shops 
are arguing that their beliefs prevent them from serving same-sex wedding clients; 
many Christian non-profits say they should not be required to abide by LGBT non-
discrimination laws. Are these the main issues that Christian businesses should be 
focusing on? I would argue that Christian businesses also have an opportunity to 
make a significant difference in the lives of families, and one place where faith can 
really shine is in the organization of its employees.

Fair and flexible
Last month I shared my own decision to leave the practice of law when my son 

was born. I am a faculty member now and when I talk to students about this decision 
they point out two things. First, they recognize that more women than men scale back 
careers for family. Second, they say they wish the work world were organized in a 
way that allowed for more flexible choices.

This generation of students is wise beyond their years. I hope that in their commit-
ment to looking for meaningful work that allows them to balance a professional life 
with other aspects of themselves, they will challenge businesses to make significant 
changes. I’d like to see Christian institutions at the forefront of these changes.

The presumption that the care of the 
family belongs to women prevents women 
from taking a place in business and gov-
ernment in the numbers that men do. Sta-
tistics Canada reports that three quarters 
of mothers with young children are in the 
labour force. But many are in in low-wage, 
part-time jobs because they couldn’t blend 
family responsibility with professional 
development. Canadian women still earn 
about 25 percent less than men. 

Men are advancing professionally, but 
they too are dissatisfied with our current 

approach to work and family life. In research done by university of Quebec scholar 
Diane-Gabrielle Tremblay, many men said that they wanted to be more involved in 
the care of their children but felt that taking time from work was frowned upon in 
business. one problem is that the managerial corporate ladder, tenure in university life, 
partnership for law, medical and accounting firms – all of these require intense focus 
when we are in our 30s, at exactly the same time that many of us are raising families. 

But things do not have to be this way.

Flourishing at work
In an oft-cited observation from the 1930s, economist John Maynard Keynes sug-

gested that productivity was going to rise so significantly people would eventually 
work only about 20 hours a week. This obviously didn’t happen, but Keynes’ prediction 
is important because it demonstrates that our current approach to work could be more 
flexible. The new Economics Foundation in the united Kingdom recently published 
Time on Our Side, a collection of essays that argue long work weeks drive up carbon 
emissions, stress and even gender-based inequality. The essays are fascinating, and 
they provide a framework for people of faith to think more carefully about what God 
desires for us to flourish in creation. 

What if Christian universities, non-profits and businesses of all sorts led our discus-
sions about job sharing, 30 hour work weeks or incentivized delayed career tracks to 
allow employees to care for children or elderly parents? Changes in the work world 
could then allow us to encourage a wider range of parenting choices. Imagine what 
the world would look like if Christian businesses decided to take the lead – not in 
arguing about who to serve flowers to but in shaping the work world to be a place 
where work/life balance was a key priority. 

This is 3rd in a 4-part series on gender roles, work and family. Next month will 
explore the Shared Parenting movement. Julia Stronks (jstronks@whitworth.edu) has prac-
ticed law and is the Edward B. Lindaman Chair at Whitworth University in Spkane, Wash. 

What happens when a people loses faith in its gods?
Half a century ago the province of Québec underwent a sea change that 

saw a once Roman Catholic monolith become radically secularized in a 
breathtakingly brief period. Where once the ecclesiastical hierarchy had 
presided over not only churches but schools, universities, labour unions, 
hospitals and charities, many people in La Belle Province felt a need for 
liberation from what they had come to consider an oppressive institutional 

presence dominating so many facets of life.
This Révolution tranquille, or Quiet Revolution, coincided with the coming to office in 

1960 of Jean Lesage’s Liberal government in Québec City. Lesage’s premiership promised 
to open up Québec society after a generation of union nationale rule under the recently de-
ceased premier, Maurice Duplessis. Québec was on the move. While Montréal was preparing 
to host a world’s fair to celebrate Canada’s centenary, Quebeckers were trying to establish 
a new identity after the virtual collapse of the Catholic Church’s authority. Would they find 
their place within a renewed Confederation or would they go it alone?

While generations of Québécois had felt 
estranged from a spiritually apostate France 
after the 1789 Revolution, this antirevolu-
tionary ethos vanished during the 1960s. The 
French Revolution had begun when Louis 
XVI had convoked the Estates General. 
Shortly thereafter, the Third Estate, con-
sisting of commoners, rose up and abolished 
the first two estates, representing the clergy 
and nobility, declaring itself l’Assemblé 
nationale, that is, the National Assembly.

In 1968, in an eerie echo of the events 
of nearly two centuries earlier, Québec 
similarly abolished the upper chamber of 
its provincial legislature, le Conseil legislatif, while the lower chamber, l’Assemblé legis-
latif, changed its name to – you guessed it – l’Assemblé nationale! The French Revolution 
had finally caught up with La Belle Province. That same year saw the formation of the Parti 
québécois, which sought a wholly French-speaking nation separate from Canada.

Neutral?
Much as the 1789 Revolution had seen France shift from a highly centralized absolute mon-

archy under the Bourbon kings to a series of highly centralized post-revolutionary régimes, so 
the Quiet Revolution saw Québec emerge out from under the weight of a monolithic church 
into the hands of an equally monolithic state, which replaced the old bishops in controlling 
schools, universities and hospitals. Gradually, faith-based schools, ostensibly protected by 
the Constitution Act, 1867, were phased out by both Liberal and PQ governments, while even 
private schools, such as Montréal’s Loyola High School, are being pressured to conform to 
an officially-mandated religious relativism, which holds that all religions are equally true – 
or, perhaps more accurately, equally false.

Finally, as if to cap off the process of secularization, the PQ government of Premier Pau-
line Marois had proposed a Charter of Québec Values, which would establish the supposed 
religious neutrality of the provincial government and ban the wearing of overt religious 
symbols for public employees. With the dissolution of the National Assembly, the Charter 
– numbered Bill 60 – died, although the new Liberal government of Philippe Couillard has 
unwisely decided to revive a diluted version in the new Assembly.

With the recent defeat of Marois’s PQ government, some observers, such as the National 
Post’s Andrew Coyne, are heralding the demise of separatism after nearly half a century. 
But this is almost certainly premature, as separatism’s death knell has been sounded many 
times before.

Yet even if separatism is in terminal decline, Québec’s enduring quest to establish a post-
Christian identity will not go away any time soon. The heart needs to believe something. 
When a society loses faith in the true God, a thousand idols will compete to replace it. For 
the past two generations, Quebeckers have looked to l’État du Québec – the Québec state 
– as their established church and nationalism as their new religion. But this faith will not 
ultimately satisfy.

St. Augustine famously addressed God with these words: “our hearts are restless until 
they rest in you!” At some point, Quebeckers may come to recognize the spiritual empti-
ness of a secularizing nationalism as they taste the sour fruit of an overgrown state trying 
to impose its values on society. Unlikely to return to the days of an overextended church 
institute, Quebeckers may one day nevertheless stand at a crossroads where they will be 
face to face with the God who revealed himself uniquely in Jesus Christ. Let us pray that 
they choose the right path. 

David T. Koyzis teaches politics at Redeemer University College and is the author, most recently,
 of We Answer to Another: Authority, office, and the Image of God (Pickwick Publications, 2014).
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Katie Hoogendam
Jesus Feminist. I heard the title and made a mental note 

to read the book – after all, with a moniker like that, I knew 
I was among the targeted demographic. Finally, I thought, 
a faith perspective on feminism written by a woman of my 
generation. To say I was excited to indulge my appetite 
for fresh ideas would be an understatement; to say I was 
satisfied would be a lie. In truth, I have encountered more 
compelling feminist theology in the pages of The Catholic 
Suffragist (an early 20th century periodical) than I did in 
Bessey’s book.

What gave it away was something I should’ve seen at first glance in the very title 
that piqued my interest: Jesus Feminist. Sure, I’d heard those words – or at least the 
sentiment – before. In my life, however, there’s usually a comma after “Jesus” and an 
exclamation after “Feminist.” People sick of me “acting like inequality still exists” 
have used these words dismissively, but not Jesus Feminist author Sarah Bessey. 
Bessey uses “Jesus” as a qualifier for “feminist,” as if, like hiding the liver and onions 
under a pile of whipped cream, the “f-word” becomes somehow more palatable to a 
certain readership. And I get her motives, I do. By adding “Jesus” to “Feminist,” per-
haps even the most patriarchal Christian will open up to her message. Why wouldn’t 
a writer of principle want to convince the most reticent? Bessey’s motives are solid. 
It’s her methods that I take issue with, not the least of which includes using Jesus to 
pretty up a concept that shouldn’t need prettying. Qualifying “feminist” and using 
Jesus’ name to do so does a disservice to both Christ’s message and the hard work 
of myriad women to raise the social consciousness of many a generation. We’re 
talking about issues as far-ranging as genital mutilation and sex trafficking here, and 
we’re referencing the Christ who came to challenge our most dearly-held assump-
tions about what it means to be human. Such notions cannot be so easily summed up 
in a bumper-sticker slogan like “Jesus Feminist,” though Bessey may have roused 
a throng of followers with the catchy phrase. Like the politicos who claim Jesus for 
their own, such a methodology dooms itself to irrelevance.

When I realized that Bessey had a different 
brand of reader in her crosshairs, I backed off a 
bit in my criticism. Yet I remain disappointed. 
As a Christian and a feminist, I am disappointed 
because Bessey felt she had to couch her argu-
ment about the inherent feminism of Christ’s 
message amidst references to slavery, Proverbs 
31 and the “upside-down kingdom of God.” 
It’s not that she’s not right on the mark – she 
is – it’s that I thought we had already covered 
this. In 1980. The tone of her rhetoric made it 
more difficult for me to embrace her message, 
as, written in the very popular, overly emotive 
“blog-style” so ubiquitous these days (and, in 
Bessey’s defense, she is an award-winner blog-
ger), I felt subsumed by saccharine epithets. 

Lest my words seem caustic, allow me to provide context. not long ago I finished 
Caitlin Moran’s How to Be a Woman. on the book jacket are quotes hailing Moran as 
“a feminist heroine for our times” and “the feminist rock star we need right now.” It’s 
true – Moran deftly wends her way through such predicable topics as wage disparity, 
institutionalized double standards, pornography, gender stereotyping and so on. Yet for 
the “same old same old” content, Moran’s take remains fresh. She’s sassy and schticky, 
sure, but her perspective is captivating. I may not have agreed with her every point, 
but I appreciated her appreciation for the depth and breadth of feminist thought. And 
Moran’s position is clear: she is a feminist in a world that generally despises – or at the 
least, disregards – feminism; she unapologetically tells a story that needs telling and 
re-telling until the feminist perspective is no longer marginal, but mainstream. 

So it was with a belly full of Moran that I approached Sarah Bessey’s Jesus Femi-
nist, and perhaps that put Bessey in an unfair position. It’s simply this – though in me 
both Moran and Bessey were “preaching to the choir,” I was surprised to find that in 
Bessey’s choir, I was stuck singing scales. Christian feminists of the world: let’s raise 
the bar. no more apologizing or qualifying, no more coaxing cul-
ture and plumping the pillows under discontented heads. Let’s stop 
waiting for permission to live as Christ would have us live, which 
is to say, to live as though we bear the image of a God who cannot 
be contained.

Katie Hoogendam is an entirely unqualified 
Christian and feminist. She lives in Cobourg, Ont.

Tom Smith
noah’s ark. Say the phrase and if you have been raised 

in a certain way you may be humming the tune that 
fits the words, “The Lord told noah there’s gonna be a 
floody floody.” If this is the case for you then you likely 
have a certain vision of what that story looks like – I’m 
thinking green felt board, cutesy pairs of animals, benign 
grandfatherly figure with a beckoning arm, and one large 
rainbow framing the entire scene. Is that right? If you’re 
like me, and the Bible’s story of a destructive deluge that 
drowns the world’s woes conjures these images, then the 
new Hollywood adaptation by director Darren Aronofsky 
may leave you gazing into the clouds looking for answers. 
However, if you are willing to take the term “adaptation” 
for what it is – a film studio’s strategy to draw a crowd 
familiar with the source material, but not a promise for 

canonical authenticity – then Noah can offer you much to enjoy.
Immediately, viewers will notice that in Aronofsky’s imagination, creation before the flood 

was much more mythical than most people visualize. of course, Genesis includes references 
to vaguely described nephilim (among other mysteries) and it is safe to say the first book of 
the Bible gives Aronofsky much creative fodder on which to feed. In quick strokes we are 
treated to a portrait of a fantastic landscape reminding one of Tolkien’s Middle-Earth, or else 
some post-apocalyptic world with desolate vistas and scars from old battles. Blood-thirsty 
mobs attack rock monsters protected by heavenly fire wielded by a righteous sword-bearer. 
All these aspects draw the audience into an environment rife with spiritual warfare. The 
overall mood created by these images sets the stage for the story to allow for the unexpected, 
the miracles, to occur without seeming out of place.

It’s also hard to resist the appeal of Russell Crowe as a leading man. Crowe can carry a 
movie by himself, and as the title character, offers us a Noah one can believe has the fortitude 
to build the vessel that will save only his family, while struggling visibly to justify the neces-
sity of the flood to those around him. The magnitude of the undertaking ages noah almost 
painfully as he begins the film resembling an antediluvian Maximus literally smacking men 
down for justice, and deteriorates throughout to a spiritually broken man who has grown 
grizzled before our eyes. Towards the end of the film, noah must decide the fate of his newly 
born twin granddaughters and at this point most viewers will find themselves disconnecting 
from this character. While the portrayal is wrought with passion and anxiety, the situation 
is problematic from a story-
telling point of view – the 
entire conflict is entirely 
fabricated and not found 
anywhere in Scripture. 
This is where the movie 
becomes listless. Once the 
water stops rising and the 
ark is afloat, all life being 
extinguished in the depths, 
the story as we know it ends 
with the family awaiting the 
recession of the flood. Yet 
there is still intrigue, un-
certainty, and at least one 
more fight scene necessary 
before the ark strikes Ararat 
40 movie minutes later. 

The story lurches towards its climax on unsteady sea-legs as it attempts to deal with the 
key aspect of Aronofsky’s version: the Creator never speaks. Gliding past whatever theologi-
cal implications not referring to the Creator of the universe as God in the script could have, 
the fact of his silence and lack of clarity towards noah’s mission is almost the sole origin of 
conflict in the film. This is understandable and much of what follows in the movie is due to 
noah’s unanswered questions. Key characters ask time and again, “Why won’t you speak to 
me?” How blessed are God’s people that he has spoken in the clearest of terms throughout 
the Bible and through his Son! 

overall, the movie is worth watching, though it is not without its detrac-
tions. Solidly acted and carrying enough weight, the film feels worthy of be-
ing called a biblical adaptation; but, with unsound theology and meandering 
plot twists, one cannot help but look to the sky and wonder, “What will they 
try next?” 

Tom Smith is a teacher in Barrie, Ont. While he's definitely not a mariner, he 
hopes to get his wife and young son into a canoe at some point this summer! 

   

Jesus Feminist 
by Sarah Bessey.

Jesus doesn’t qualify Not fitting for a felt board

Darren Aronofsky’s Noah. 

Award-winning blogger Bessey covers 
familiar ground in saying that Christ’s 
message is inherently feminist. 

Director Darren Aranofsky took this picture of the life-sized 
ark during its construction.
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christiAn couriEr

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema
Several months ago, I attended Beacon 

Christian School’s community fair and noticed 
that one of the vendors, Ethel Branderhorst, 
was selling products for Better Way Imports. 
For a time, I’d been praying for God to 
bring an end to human trafficking. So when 
I noticed Ethel’s display, I understood that 
I needed to talk to her and pass on what I 
learned to christian courier readers. Here’s 
what she shared with me in a subsequent e-
mail interview.

What is Better Way Imports (BWI)? 
BWi works with companies in developing 

countries under the Fair trade Federation 
(FtF) seeking to improve the livelihood of 
individuals through marketing handmade 
items that are unique and durable. BWi 
promotes the glory of God by also seeking 
to advance companies that are working to 
end sex trafficking.

Who established BWI and how did God 
lead them to do so?

in 2004, Bill Leep founded BWi in 
Zeeland, Michigan. He had seen firsthand in 
india how poor and uneducated people lived 
in order to make enough money to buy food, 
often by selling their bodies for sex. What 
he witnessed there gave him a passion and 
desire to help in some way. he also observed 
how companies such as Freeset (established 

by a couple from new Zealand) brought 
dignity to the lives of women by providing 
work for them that was marketable and use-
ful. under the regulations of the FtF, Bill set 
up BWi to import products from Freeset and 
similar companies, thus providing a means 
for these companies to sustain and hire more 
women freed from sex trafficking. 

How did you become aware of the prob-
lem of sex trafficking? 

My nephew’s wife, Melanie, was in-
volved with BWi in Michigan. A few years 
ago, she hosted an awareness event in my 
home. i invited friends, and Melanie gave 
a presentation to make us aware of sex traf-
ficking and how we can make a difference. 
Afterward, i felt a passion to be a part of 
this ministry. 

BWI invites people to become Freedom 
Fighters. What does that mean, and how 
did you become a Freedom Fighter? 

in november 2011, tim and sharon 
Partridge of cambridge, ontario began BWi 
canada (BWic). i started in January 2012 
as the first Freedom Fighter for BWIC. A 
Freedom Fighter is someone who makes 
people aware of the problem of sex traf-
ficking in the world, encourages people to 
support Fair trade companies, and sells the 
products made by people freed from sex 
trafficking. Increasingly, I am hearing more 
about sex trafficking worldwide, including 
here in the niagara area. i am convinced that 
God has placed me with BWic and i want to 
honour him through my work. this is done 
by setting up events or joining vendor events 
where i share about BWic, tell about those 
who have been set free and take orders for 
products handmade by free people. once i 
receive the orders, i distribute them. Events 
are held in homes or other venues, and i host 
an open house in my home twice a year. 
those interested in hearing about upcom-
ing specials and future events can receive a 
monthly email newsletter. 

Do you receive remuneration or is it a 
volunteer position?

BWic is a business. i receive a small 
percentage of each sale that i make. All 
products have been bought outright so no 
one is waiting to receive their wages. What 
they are waiting for are more orders so that 
they can continue to make more products.

What are the social, psychological, economic 
and spiritual implications for people trapped 
in sex slavery?

People trapped in this life lose their sense 
of self-worth. they are treated like property. 
When they are physically used up, they are 
treated like garbage. there’s a myth that slav-
ery isn’t a problem today. sadly, there are cur-
rently approximately 27 million slaves, more 
than during the Atlantic slave trade. Another 
myth states that human trafficking occurs 
only in the poorest countries. in fact, human 
trafficking exists in almost every country 
worldwide. While 80 percent of trafficking 
victims are women and girls, men and boys 
are also victims. Also, the sad reality is that, in 
the countries from which Better Way imports 
receives its products, sometimes police and 
other law enforcers who should be helping 
to eliminate sex trafficking are corrupt and 
active participants in trafficking victims. After 
reading the statistics, one can feel the situation 
is hopeless, but that is not at all true! there 
are many things you can do to help prevent 
trafficking and there are many groups work-
ing to eradicate slavery.

How do partner organizations work with BWI 
and how do they help former slaves make a 
new beginning?

We work with 12 partners in Bangladesh, 
india, the Middle East, uganda, cambodia 
and turkey. these partners work within Fair 
trade guidelines to ensure that the people 
they employ will receive fair wages which 
will enable them to provide for their families 
and educate their children. these companies 
teach a new way of life, one of dignity and 
freedom. they have a vision of building rela-
tionships and providing a place which offers 
emergency aid, employment, job and life 
skills training, and educational and biblical 
teaching, in order to bring spiritual healing. 
As the women grow in their skills, they are 
given greater opportunities and training.

Has your work had an impact on people 
you’ve come into contact with as you’ve 
sold BWI products?

A number of people have expressed their 
joy in seeing something tangible being done 
for those who wouldn't otherwise have a way 
to market their skills. others have committed 
to praying, becoming more aware and sharing 
ideas with others as to what we can all do. 
Many are surprised at the statistics of modern 

day slavery and sex trafficking. 
one thing that we stress is that despite the 

horrors and the immensity of sex trafficking, 
there is hope. i love the way our partner, 
Starfish, expresses its hope through the story 
of a boy throwing many stranded starfish 
from the beach into the water. When asked 
why he bothered since his efforts wouldn’t 
make much of a difference, he responded, “i 
made a difference to that one.”

Has your involvement in BWI changed you? 
Yes, my heart has become bigger for the 

needs of people worldwide. i wish i could 
fix it so that there would be no sex trafficking 
ever again, but that is not realistic. i can pray, 
share the stories, the products and the hope that 
many people now have because of what we do.

What steps can Christians take to fight sex 
slavery today?

The first and most important thing we can 
do is pray. Pray for those who are directly 
involved in helping free people, employ 
them and guide them to receive the hope 
and dignity that a life with christ brings. 
Also, pray for those who are stuck in the 
horror of a life that is not their own and 
seems to be hopeless. Become more aware 
of what is happening in the world by read-
ing books, articles and information on the 
internet. Learn more from organizations such 
as international Justice Mission. host an 
event with your friends, co-workers, family 
and neighbours to help bring awareness to 
others. support Fair trade companies such 
as BWic by buying their products.

If our readers are interested in learning 
more, how can they contact you?

they can reach me at eb.betterway@yahoo.
ca or at 905-562-1683. sharon Partridge, our 
canadian Director, can be reached at slpbetter-
way@gmail.com or at 519-620-8597.

Thanks, Ethel, for making us more aware of 
the problem of sex trafficking. We are grateful 
that you and others have taken up the fight. 
We’re thankful for creative endeavours that 
seek to restore the lives of 
victims and bring glory to 
God. 

Fighting sex trafficking through Better Way Imports
An interview with Ethel Branderhorst

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema 
(sonyavf55@hotmail.com) 
is a freelance writer living 

in St. Catharines, Ont.

Freed women employed by BWI partners. Ethel and Hans Branderhorst. A display of goods from Better Way Imports. Women working with Freeset in India.

The blue necklace is a signature piece 
for Radiant Hope, one of BWI’s partners. 
It represents a chain of slavery with 27 
tears for the 27 million people in slavery 
and a key of hope to show that there is 
hope for freedom.
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Migrant justice: ‘We have to have the will’
Cathy Smith

On January 24, 2014, I had the pleasure of interview-
ing Alfredo Barahona, KAIROS’ Migrant Relations Coor-
dinator. KAIROS (kairoscanada.org) is an ecumenical or-
ganization that promotes justice initiatives. What follows 
is an abridged version of our Skyped conversation which 
ranged informally through a variety of topics. 

Does human trafficking exist in Canada?
it does exist, unfortunately. You don’t hear too much 

about it in the mainstream media because the nature of 
the activity is highly criminal, illegal and, so, undetected. 
People who are trafficked in Canada are subject to ex-
treme vulnerability which prevents them from being able 
to speak out. however, with the help of some community 
organizations and church groups all across canada, some 
of the people who have gone through the human trafficking 
experience are able to get support and escape situations 
of abuse.

Is trafficking primarily for sex trade purposes or 
labour-related?

Both. A lot of migrant workers, particularly women, will 
come with the promise of a job, but once they get to canada 
there is no job, and they are forced into the sex trade. But 
there are also workers who are being exploited in the 
workplace such as restaurants, hotels and in construction. 
the general public is just not aware of it. We go about our 
lives and use the services that are available to us, unaware 
that both men and women are being subjected to this type 
of abuse. obviously the subject is complex. We don’t like 
to accept that things like this are happening in our country 
with the values that we have, but it does happen. it’s good 
to do what you are doing here – asking questions and then 
sharing what you find out with others.

What is a migrant worker? 
A migrant worker is anybody who comes into canada 

under the temporary Foreign Work program. that is the 
official title given by Citizenship and Immigration Canada 
and human rights and skills Development canada, the 
two federal departments with jurisdiction. there are many 
different categories of workers, but the unifying point is 
that they all come with a temporary work permit. they are 
not coming here to set up on a permanent basis. they are 
coming here for a specific period of time in which they will 
be working for a specific employer and then they have to 
go back to the country where they came from. 

So migrant workers are here legally. What kinds of 
problems do they experience?

the most relevant problems are related to the tempor-
ary nature of the employment. the work permit is tied to 
a specific employer and specific sector. If anything goes 
wrong, if there is conflict or tension between the employer 
and the worker, the worker has no alternative, no recourse 
of leaving the workplace and finding another job. It is easy 
to see who has the upper hand. As a citizen of canada, i’m 
not subjected to the regulations that temporary workers are. 
If I have a conflict, I can go anywhere to find another job. 

Another problem is that we just don’t know the work-
ing and living conditions of the migrant workers. Most of 
us live in urban areas, for example. how do we become 
aware of what is happening in the rural setting, three or 
four hours away from where we live, unless there is a flow 
of information coming out of those areas? Migrant work-
ers don’t have access to mainstream media coverage that 
will keep people informed. unfortunately, when migrant 
worker issues come up in the media, it’s usually because of 
a tragedy. About two years ago, 10 workers from Peru died 
in southwestern ontario, including the driver of the truck 

that they collided with. it 
was a horrific accident. If 
there hadn’t been a tra-
gedy, there wouldn’t have 
been coverage of the fact 
that these workers were 
travelling in a 15-pas-
senger van that had been 
banned because of safety 
concerns. the worker 
driving this van did not 
have the right training 
and license to operate it. 
We wouldn’t have known 
this if the accident had not 
happened. 

inappropriate living 
conditions, for example, 
include such things as too 
many people in a house – 
eight people in a bedroom 
designed for four – or in-
sufficient washroom or 
laundry facilities. When 
the daily work requires a 
lot of physical effort, you 
need an adequate place to 
go and rest. 

We have to be careful 
and make it clear that not 
every single employer 
is doing that. there are 
employers doing the best 
they can and the workers 

are satisfied with the facilities that they have. We have 
to be careful not to paint a picture that everything is bad 
because that’s not true. And that also demonstrates that it 
can be done. the problem is that there is no appropriate 
monitoring system to make sure that basic labour and hu-
man rights standards are complied with. We should not be 
waiting for tragedies to happen to do something.

How is KAIROS trying to help migrant workers?
one of the main things that we’re trying to do is edu-

cate the public. Everybody, not just churchgoers. But, 
of course, our focus is KAiros’ member churches. We 
organize workshops in different locations and spend a day 
or two talking about migrant worker issues. We try to cre-
ate networking so that people can find others in their local 
communities who want to collaborate and improve things. 
We seek to build alliances between different groups in the 
community to engage migrant workers and employers. 
What is it that we can do together to improve everybody’s 
life and situation? it’s not always about confrontation. We 
know that it can be done. there are employers who are 
doing a great job. We have to have the will.

KAiros also comes up with policy recommendations 
for different levels of government, provincial or federal. 
Even though the temporary Work Program is a federal 
jurisdiction, when it comes to labour, each province and 
territory has its own standards. 

Can you share a little about your own migration story?
i was born in El salvador and came to canada in 1985 

as a government-sponsored refugee. i am one of the blessed 
ones. i didn’t have to worry about my immigration status. i 
had all the support, not only from the government, but also 
from church groups, because right from the beginning i got 
involved with faith groups who supported me and helped 
me settle. i was 22 years old when i came.

the government still has this program in effect. it’s 
called the Government-Assisted refugees Program. Every 
year the department of citizenship and immigration canada 
makes a decision and sets a quota for the number of people 
who will be able to come to canada in the different categor-
ies, including refugees from different parts of the world 
where there is conflict. You probably remember there was 
civil war in central America, not just in El salvador, but in 
nicaragua and Guatemala, in the late 70s and most of the 
80s. there were millions of refugees coming out of central 
America. the canadian government designated that as an 
area from which they would be offering to take refugees 
… not just canada offered, but also sweden and Australia.

Conntinued on page 19

At the Ecumenical Dialogue Conference in Quito, Ecuador; 
Andrés Alba, Program Coordinator of Human Rights, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia, Segundo Otava-
lo, Kicwha Nation of Otavalo, Ecuador and Alfredo Baraho-
na, Indigenous, Migrants and Networks Relations, KAIROS.

On December 4, 2000, the UN General Assembly proclaimed December 18 as International 
Migrants Day.
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Picking up a calendar
Rod Hugen

there is an equipment rental store about seven or eight 
miles from Mom's house. Years ago our family did a little 
business with them on occasion. Mom would be sure to 
go visit in December and pick up one of the calendars they 
kept hidden under the counter for their “good” customers. 
she would chat with Pearl at the order desk. Mom liked 
those calendars a lot. They were just the right size to fit on 
her counter by the kitchen table and they had the perfect 
size little boxes in which to write her appointments or 
whose birthday it was or whatever other data you might put 
in a 12 month calendar. Each month had beautiful scenic 
landscape views from all sorts of locales in the 50 states. 
it was the perfect calendar.

Mom gets a calendar every year. it is not the kind of 
thing you notice, really. she must drive over and pick one 
up each year. the calendar is always on the counter and you 
don't think about how it got there. it just is where it belongs. 
calendars are like that. they occupy a space. People use 
them. Well, at least older people do. i have my calendar 
in my smart phone and it is synched to my laptop. i don't 
use scenic paper calendars much. i'm not sure if twenty-
somethings even know what a paper calendar looks like. 
But Mom's calendar sits where it always sits and if she 
needs to know the date of her doctor's appointment or Mrs. 
o'Brien's birthday, she just grabs the calendar and checks it 
out. Every year she carefully fills out the birthdays into the 
new calendar during December, making sure to add a year 
to the previous year. on August 17 this year it read: rodney 
(61). the previous year it had read: rodney (60). one year 
i had to argue with her about how old i was because she 
had written it wrong in the calendar. i had to remind her 
that I had been born in 1952 and she finally figured out that 
it was her mistake. she is rather meticulous about copy-
ing correctly now since she doesn’t want a repeat of not 
knowing how old her son is.

i spent a couple of days in Phoenix visiting Mom. 

this past year we agreed that she 
shouldn’t drive anymore. she 
has people willing to drive her to 
church or to the store or run her 
by the bank, but it has been a dif-
ficult adjustment. she had been 
getting lost and confused and had 
difficulty seeing. It was traumatic 
for her, but she handed us the keys.

i wanted to spend a bit of time 
looking at care facilities with her 
and get some financial stuff done 
for her while visiting her. At age 
84, she talks about selling the 
house. Keeping up the house is all 
a bit overwhelming for her, but she 
hates to think about leaving. i have 
to keep reminding her that we are 
just checking new living arrange-
ments out and that she doesn’t 
have to move anywhere anytime 
soon. still, it is very hard for her.

While i was there, she told me 
that she had talked to Pearl. i didn't 
know who Pearl was at first, so she explained that she was 
the lady from the rental place who always made sure she 
got a calendar. Pearl had called to tell her that the 2014 
calendars were under the counter ready to be picked up 
so, while we were out and about one afternoon, Mom sug-
gested that we stop by and get the calendar. it was a bit 
of a drive and i complained to her that we could just pick 
up a calendar at the store, but she was insistent. When we 
finally drove up, Mom climbed out of the car and we went 
inside. Mom asked where Pearl was and we were told she 
was out to a late lunch and probably wouldn’t be back for 
quite a while. Mom said,“Pearl told me the calendars are 
in and that i could have one.”

“Ah, you must be Bernice,” the kind-eyed man behind 
the counter said. he reached underneath the countertop, 
grabbed one and handed it to her. “here you go!”

Mom smiled. “i love these calendars,” she said. “they 
are just the right size for the space by my kitchen table.”

“that's wonderful,” the kind-eyed man said. “i'll be 
sure to tell Pearl you were here. she'll be sorry she missed 
you. she looks forward to seeing you every year.”

Mom got a little teary-eyed. she told the man that 
she couldn't drive anymore. she pointed at me and told 
him that we had taken her car away, but that she was too 
scared to drive anyway in all the horrible traffic. “I was 
hoping someone would bring me here so i could get the 
calendar and my son is visiting and we were out anyway 
so he could bring me by.”

“i'm so glad he did!” was the enthusiastic response.
Mom said, “i hope i see you next year. now that i don't 

drive I’m not sure I’ll be back. It is hard to find someone 
who would be willing to drive all the way over here just 
to get a calendar, but i really like them.” her voice kind 
of trailed away.

in a soft voice the man leaned across the counter and 
said, “next year if it looks like you can't make it in, you 
just call us and either Pearl or i will drive it over to your 
house.”

i got choked up then.
Mom nodded her head. “thank you,” she said. “that 

would be very nice. the thing is, i may not even be living 
in my house next year. i may be in a retirement home.”

he smiled and said, “Well, we'll bring it there then.”
“Wow! that would be great!” Mom blurted out.
We left and, as i was holding the door for Mom, i 

silently mouthed the words “thank you” to him over my 
shoulder. he winked one of his kind eyes and smiled at 
me. “We love your mother” were his parting words.

We stopped at the bank on our way home. Again i 
went in with Mom. All the tellers looked up and waved. 
there was a chorus of, “hi Bernice!” shouted from up 
and down the teller line. Ernie, one of the loan officers, 
came out from behind his desk and gave her a hug. “We’ve 
missed you.”

he greeted me as well and invited us to sit at his desk 
while he took her cheque over to a teller to cash. When 
he returned, we sat and chatted for a while. A couple of 
other employees stuck their heads around the corner and 
said hello. When we left, Mom said, “they know me 
here.” they do, indeed.

We drove through the drugstore drive-thru lane and i 
asked for prescriptions for Mom. the lady at the window 
leaned down in order to see into the car. “hi, Bernice! 
Are you not coming inside today?”

“no,” Mom said. “Maybe next time.”
“Everyone will be sad they missed you,” came the 

reply.
i was quiet when we got back to the house where my 

mother has lived for almost 55 years. she put the medi-
cine away and put the calendar under the one from 2013. 

“See how nice it fits?” 
i did. And i realized that Mom didn’t just give up her 

car this past year. she gave up a lot of friends. she gave 
up stopping for a cup of coffee or deciding to go catch 
a movie or picking up a couple of things at the grocery 
store. she gave up seeing people who know her name.

i thank God for sweet-hearted people like Pearl and 
the kind-eyed counterman at the equipment rental store. 
i am grateful for managers like Ernie and the nice lady 
handing out prescriptions at Walgreens. they know a 
lot about what matters in this world. they make Mom’s 
ever-shrinking world just a bit bigger. if only for a mo-
ment. . . .  

Rod Hugen is a pastor at The Village and 
a church planter working for Classis Arizona 

(CRC). This article originally appeared on 
The Network (crcna.org) and is shared here 

by permission of the author.
Rod’s mom, Bernice, has made the move to assisted living. 
She’s still smiling. 
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My baby doesn’t swim when I do,
an hour every Friday,
pushing myself off from the sides
while he (she?) floats,
weightless and silent.
Each night 
I hypnotize my limbs,
let my thoughts rise like bubbles,
feel my body loose and limp,
and then the swimming of my baby begins,
dancing past my stillness.
This is not part of me.

You are a new self.
You will never stay
within the narrow ropes of my lane.
Disregarding my favorite games,
choosing unlikely teammates,
evading what I enjoy
and pursuing what I do not.
Darting past
my must-haves, my absolutes,
and turning back to laugh.
You will choose
and plan
and dream
and move,
swimmingly.

I don’t need to cut the cord
to symbolize what I already know.
I have your constant beating fins 
to kick it into me.
You will repel the lifeguards’
calls and cautions,
diving into the cold headfirst.
From placenta to milk to mothering,
you’ll freestyle to and away,
surprising me with a splash,
to take what you need
and give what you choose.

Bare feet slapping the deck,
child’s triumphant echoes to the ceiling,
chlorine sharp in your nose,
swim free from me,
from this pool out into the 
wild, wide ocean.
I gladly slice the line holding you
and grant what is not mine to give –
yourself.

Amanda Caldwell

TWO PIECE

Deborah DeBoer is a photographer living 
in Wyoming, Ont. Find more information at 

lavenderrisephotography. com.

Amanda Caldwell lives and writes near the beach in 
the Pacific Northwestern USA, with her husband, two 
young sons and two large cats. She's collected 20 years 
of poetry in swimming in the Wild, Wide ocean and 
blogs irregularly at Amandacaldwell.com.
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i never met any of my bio-
logical grandparents face to 
face. But my mother’s mother 
– my oma – managed to span 
the distance between Germany 
and canada and leave a lasting 
impression on my life.

oma’s husband died of polio when my 
mom was a baby. they lived in the city of 
hannover where she worked in a factory 
to support the two of them. single parent 
families were rare in those days and daycare 
non-existent. she sent my mother to live 
with her grandparents on a farm outside of 
the city in her early years. oma boarded a 
train every weekend to spend time with her 
daughter. once Ma reached school age she 
moved in with oma. 

it was just the two of them until, when Ma 
was 14, oma married a widower with two 
sons. the blended family got along well, but 
there remained a special bond between my 
mother and oma.

My parents married after World War ii, 
in the midst of economic and social chaos 
in Germany. numerous air raids had left 
a severe housing shortage in the city. My 
grandparents were fortunate to have a large 
apartment. My parents moved in with them 

as newlyweds, and remained there even after 
my brother was born. 

Meanwhile my father worked on his dream 
of immigrating to canada. his sponsorship 
came through in 1954, but it only provided 
passage to canada for him. he arrived in 
northern ontario alone and worked as a black-
smith in the gold mine. Within a year he was 
able to send for my mother and brother. 

the time had come for oma to say 
goodbye to her only daughter and cherished 
grandson. i can just imagine her heartache. 
this was a world without email, skype or 
frequent flyer miles. Air travel was for the 
rich and famous. transatlantic phone calls 
were expensive and usually reserved for 
only the most urgent news. ordinary people 
boarded less than luxurious steamships and 
endured nauseating weeks of travel across 
the ocean, with no idea if they would ever 
again see their relatives or homeland.

Long distance love
My family moved to southern ontario 

a year after i was born. Ma saved nickels 
and dimes until, in 1964, she could afford 
to take my brother and me to Germany for 
a visit. After nearly a decade away, she 
longed to see her mother again.

i was eight years old and had never met 
oma in person, never felt her arms around 
me or heard her voice. Yet she was a con-
stant and real presence in my life. A black 
and white photo of her and opa sat on the 
buffet. A sturdy frau, she had a kind smile, 
bright eyes and thick, wavy hair like my 

mom. in spite of the physical separation, i 
knew this woman loved me.

Every other week a blue tissue paper 
envelope arrived with a letter from oma. 
My mother would read it over several times 
and translate the news and greetings to me 
and my brother. Always oma asked about 
us. never did a birthday pass by without 
some special gift arriving. she often knit-
ted sweaters for me, sewed a dress or sent 
warm stockings. Somehow they always fit 
perfectly. christmas and Easter brought 
parcels wrapped in brown paper and full 
of goodies and presents. to this day, when 
i taste European chocolate i think of oma. 

My parents spoke of her often, always 
with fondness and respect. Ma told stories 
of growing up in Germany, living through 
the war, how oma made the most of what-
ever little they had, what a good cook oma 
was and how she was such a talented seam-
stress. My mom was not warm and fuzzy 
by nature, but when she talked about her 
mother there was obvious affection.

A few days before our scheduled depar-
ture one of those rare phone calls came. 
oma had suffered a massive heart attack 
and died at the age of 63. Ma was devas-
tated. i remember my father coming home 
from work and hearing the news. For the 
first time ever I saw him cry. 

i sat beside him on the garden bench that 
evening, watching the sun go down. “Your 
oma was a great woman,” he said. “You 
don’t find people like her every day, always 
putting others ahead of herself. she treated 

me like her own son.” he went on to tell 
me that if oma hadn’t persuaded Ma it was 
for the best, he could never have convinced 
her to come to canada. 

now i have three precious grandchildren 
of my own, with another one due in August. 
i can truly appreciate how painful it must 
have been for oma to be so far away from 
us. this Mother’s Day i’ll give thanks for 
the privilege of watching my grandchildren 
grow, relishing their hugs, basking in their 
energetic affection. And i’ll think of God’s 
gift of my oma, gone for almost 50 years, but 
still holding a special place in my heart. 
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Remembering Oma

Martha Hermann (1901-1964).

Heidi Vander Slikke (hmvanderslikke@
hotmail.com) lives in Harriston, Ont.
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My daughter toddles down the sidewalk ahead of me, her long hair 
bouncing with each step, the curve of her round baby cheek wob-
bling as she goes. she is proudly high-stepping in her new “wubber 
boots” – turquoise with fish tails sticking out the back – and has 
jammed her chilly hands tightly in her coat pockets. this makes me 
a little nervous, knowing they will be hard to get out if she falls, 
but she’s so delighted by the idea of pockets i can’t bring myself to 

stop her. Besides her hands, there are two or three white pebbles in those pockets, a 
plastic Disney princess and a stick, clare’s treasures safely stowed. At moments like 
this i look at her with emotions so intense they can hardly be expressed. it’s love un-
like anything i’ve known, and pain too, the love so big it stretches out my heart like 
a doomed balloon overfilled. It helps me to understand God’s love in that it isn’t tied 
to anything she does; it isn’t based on how early she hits milestones or how often 
she remembers to say please and thank you or how pretty she looks in her new dress. 
But neither is it a neutral, general, unspecified love. I love her for her very nature and 
uniqueness. she is my clare, and that’s all it will ever take to keep my love bursting 

like this.
then, as i’m watching her and 

marveling, down she goes, right 
before my eyes. i can’t catch her 
or stop her, and sure enough, she 
can’t pull her own hands out of her 
pockets in time to catch herself. 
her tummy hits the sidewalk fol-
lowed quickly by her face. i see 
the impact as it smacks concrete. 

of course i scoop up my scream-
ing baby, hold her tightly as blood 
trickles onto my shoulder, run for 
home. Gravel is in her mouth, her 
teeth have cut into her bottom lip, 
which has already begun to swell, 
and she sobs as i mop up blood 
and pick out the dirt, then hold her 
against me with an ice pack to her 
mouth. small weeping girl. it is a 
long time before she begins to calm.

 
How deep the Father’s love for us

As i get her ready for bed a little later, tear tracks are still on her face and she can’t 
stop whimpering. “owie, mama,” she reminds me, “my yip is owie.” she pops her 
soother into her mouth and then quickly pulls it out again, grimacing, starting to cry 
all over because it hurts too much. i snuggle her and whisper comfort, worried about 
a sleepless night as the throbbing pain continues. We climb into the arm chair for our 
nightly stories and prayers, thanking Jesus for the day and praying that clare’s lip 
will get better. then i turn off the light. suddenly, in the semi-darkness, i see her pop 
her soother back into her mouth. “it doesn’t hurt any more, mama! it’s all better.” i 
probably should have been less surprised when i said, “really clare? Did Jesus heal 
your owie?” to which she calmly replied, “Yes, he did,” curled up with her soother 
still in her mouth and slept soundly all through the night. 

it was just a little thing. certainly her mouth didn’t look any better in the morning. 
But that was the last she complained of pain, and i cherished the evidence that God 
would do this for my girl – not, perhaps, stopping the fall from happening in the first 
place but easing her pain when it did. i’m glad that if she had to learn about gravity 
and injury and protecting her body, she could do it with my arms close by, an ice pack 
in the freezer, and a loving Father to hear her prayers.

one of the great gifts of parenthood is its tiny glimpse into God’s love. henry 
Ward Beecher wrote, “We never know the love of a parent till we become parents 
ourselves.” Mother-love gives me a powerful metaphor for the way God watches me, 
and loves me just for being, and draws near when i fall. here where my sight is dim, 
it’s hard to accept pain. God lets me fall far more often than i would like, and it’s a 
rare thing to recognize the reason. But it does help to carry this parent’s heart, this 
heart-bursting, death-defying love, and to recognize the lengths to which i would go 
to bring my child comfort. 

Roots and Wings
Emily Cramer

The love you 
can’t put down

“. . . recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all mem-
bers of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world. . . .”
Preamble, the united nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948

i wasn’t going to revisit World Vision usA’s (WVus) abhorrent reversal of 
their decision to hire christian same-sex married couples. Although it burned 
with magnesium intensity for a few days in my social media circles, and is 
certainly is a topic about which i have strong feelings, it quickly became 
yesterday’s news. (Which in itself is a shame, of course, and inarguable 
evidence that falling on a sword is an effective way to interrupt meaningful 
conversation.)

A couple of weeks later, my wife and i were invited to the christian Medical and Dental 
society’s annual dinner. the keynote was delivered by Dr. Andy Bannister, an apologist for 
ravi Zacharias international Ministries, and although his talk was directed at the medical 
professionals and students in attendance, its ideas reverberated for me, too, and rekindled 
my reflections on WVUS’s actions. His thesis can be boiled down to this: because every 
human being is made in the image of God, every human has inherent value, and therefore 
should be treated as such.

The reason we do good
one of the conversations my friends and i had been having about WVus’s reversal 

was about the nature of the good we do. how does hiring gay married couples impact in 
any way the good work that is being done, i asked, and how can anyone justify pulling 
resources away from the needy as a way to protest a policy decision? “As though needy 
children are expendable bargaining chips in the culture war against gay and lesbian people,” 
writes rachel held Evans (interviewed on page 1) in “how Evangelicals Won a culture 
War and Lost a Generation.”

For me, the issue is simple – we do good in the world because we model christ’s love but 
also because we’re simply supposed to be good to other people. i’ve never seen a division 
between those two factors, but a pastor friend disagreed: “we don't help the poor, feed the 
hungry, visit the prisoner and do social justice to make a difference in this world. We do 
all these things as a christian statement, as a foretaste, as it were, that one day christ will 
return and this world will have no more poverty, hunger, homelessness, etc. . . .”

But Bannister’s words reminded me that if every human being on the planet is created 
equal and in the image of God, we’re remiss when we add conditions to the good we do. 
By attaching our own ulterior motives – or worse still, claiming we’re attaching divine ones 
– to charity, it feels an awful lot like we’re trying to control the eternal destiny of those to 
whom we give our time and resources. Yes, we’re to make disciples and baptize all nations, 
but first we’re called to feed those hungry sheep, and leave eternity to the one controls it.

No subscription required
Which doesn’t require a subscription to a 

particular faith or lifestyle – God can and will 
use everyone, right? Yet we place ourselves 
as gatekeepers in front of the institutions 
we create to ensure the purity of our efforts, 
as though God’s good could possibly be 
tainted by human diversity. i appreciated 
WVus president richard stearns’ initial 
response to this question: “this is not us 
compromising. it is us deferring to the au-
thority of churches and denominations on 
theological issues. We’re an operational arm 
of the global church, we’re not a theological 
arm of the church.”

Words spoken assuredly and without 
condition, telling everyone that WVus’s mission hadn’t changed and would, in fact, be 
strengthened by being able to hire the best people, not the “purest” symbols. Which of 
course makes the reversal two days later all the more stunning – thousands of christians 
stealing God’s money back from needy children proving more powerful, even, than the 
noble desire to eliminate discriminatory hiring practices.

When we use policy and theology to argue ourselves back behind our institutional doors 
and to prevent others from serving, we prevent our human institutions from valuing people 
as image-bearers of God, thereby preventing them from doing good in the world. We forget 
that service begins with the washing of feet. All it takes is love and a bowl of water, and 
anyone from our human family can kneel beside us. 

Our human family
Borderless

Brent van Staalduinen

Brent and his wife Rosalee live in the Westdale neighborhood of Hamilton, Ont., with 
their first child. To find out more about Brent and his writing, visit brentvans.com.

Richard Stearns, WVUS president.

I love her for her very nature and uniqueness; it’s 
not tied to anything she does.

Emily Cramer lives in Barrie, Ont. with her husband and daughter and
teaches in the Liberal Arts department at Georgian College. She is currently

rereading Lewis Smedes’ shame and Grace.
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over the past decades, 
screens have been getting 
smaller and more personal. 
Viewing moving pictures 
once required attending 
a movie theatre, until tV 
screens found their way 

in virtually every home. More recently, 
computer monitors have given way to 
laptop screens, which have shrunk further 
into tablets and handheld smartphones. 
Besides getting smaller, screens no longer 
only display what others have produced 
but now enable us to capture and display 
our own lives and surroundings.

But screens are poised to get even small-
er. Google has created a wearable computer 
called “Glass.” it looks like a stylish pair 
of glasses, but it includes a computer with 
a display that projects a screen directly 
into the eye of the wearer. Glass includes a 
built-in camera, a touchpad on the arm of 
the glasses, and voice-command response. 
the built-in camera allows the wearer to 
access the internet and to capture and post 
pictures or video anywhere he gazes. one 
program called “winky” allows users to 
take a picture with a simple eye wink. 
originally available only to researchers, 
Google recently offered its Glass device to 
anyone in the u.s. for $1,500, and sold 
out within a few hours. 

Google Glass has raised 
a variety of privacy and 
etiquette questions. since 
Glass is equipped with 
a camera, bystanders 
can never be sure if a 
glance from a wearer 
means that a picture is 
being taken or a video re-
corded. My recent encoun-
ter with a Glass wearer 
left me wondering if our 
conversation was being 
recorded. What is the eti-
quette for a wearable com-
puter? should people be allowed to take 
Glass into washrooms or change rooms? 
should people be allowed to wear Google 
Glass while driving a car or in church? 
smartphones equipped with cameras are 
pervasive already, but at least we know 
when they are being used. We can’t tell, 
however, whether the person wearing a 
computer is looking at me, looking at a 
webpage or taking a picture of me. Early 
adopters of Glass accused of inappropriate 
use were labeled with derogatory names 
such as “Glasshole,” resulting in a few 
altercations being reported. in response to 
this, Google has created a list of do's and 
don'ts for its users.

A city of Little Brothers
For years people have talked about 

“Big Brother,” the euphemism for mass 
surveillance by states or corporations, but 

devices like Glass introduce the idea of 
“Little Brother” – individual citizens with 
the intrusive ability to record everyone 
and everything around them. coupled 
with face recognition, wearable computers 
potentially allow users to scan the social 
networks and web profiles of people they 
encounter. in response to these concerns 
a group called “stop the cyborgs” (see 
stopthecyborgs.org) is encouraging a ban 
on wearing Google Glass and other wear-
able surveillance devices and to establish 
“surveillance-free zones.”

But devices like Glass, particularly 
because of the wearable cameras, can also 
be employed to help visually impaired 
people with navigation or reading. People 
with autism can use wearable computers 
to assist with reading emotional cues on 
faces during conversations. People with 
memory problems can also be assisted. 
Glass can also be used for teaching. Last 
year, an instructor named Andrew Vanden 
heuvel used a Google Glass prototype to 
teach from inside the tunnel of the Large 
hadron collider in Geneva, switzerland, 
while his students were seated at south 
christian high school in Grand rapids. 
one can also imagine other good uses for 
head-mounted displays, such as providing 

hands-free access to blueprints or 
schematics for mechanics or 

engineers working on com-
plex machinery. 

As our screens con-
tinue to shrink and 
become more ubiqui-
tous, we will need to 
develop an etiquette 
that respects the per-

sonal sphere of the 
people that surround us. 

We are still working 
out smartphone man-
ners; it will take time 
to work out the impli-

cations for wearable com-
puters like Glass. showing love and care 
for our neighbour might require that we 
avoid using devices like Google Glass 
anywhere it would not be appropriate to 
use a camera. Perhaps cameras on wear-
able computers should come equipped 
with mechanical shutters, like traditional 
cameras, to put other people at ease when 
they are not in use. in the meantime, be on 
your best behaviour when you are around 
with people with glasses – those staring 
back at you may be taking in more than 
you know. 

Derek Schuurman is a computer science 
professor at Redeemer University College. 
At a recent conference he had an opportu-

nity to use Google Glass (as shown above), 
but he has not joined the rush to buy one. 

Logo courtesy of stopthecyborgs.org.

Through a 
glass darkly

there’s an elite group of farmers in the province who have the expertise 
to grow high-yielding bushels of corn as high as 327 bushels an acre. 
it’s quite an achievement considering that in 1948, 50 bushels an acre 
was the average in ontario.

the 2013 DuPont Pioneer ontario corn Yield challenge recognized 
the province’s top corn growers. the contest is designed to showcase 

the yield potential of the corn growers and also allow them to share some of the secrets 
of how to grow the very high yields of corn. 

the top grower irrigated his crop four times using his overhead irrigation system and 
soaked the ground with an inch of water each time. He prepares his corn fields the previ-
ous summer. After harvesting rye he injects poultry manure, then he applies and chisel 
plows down poultry manure in early september. two bushels per acre of winter rye are 
spread as a winter cover before chisel plowing.

A new world record was set last year in Virginia where a farmer had a corn yield of 
455 bushels per acre, breaking the previous world record of 442 bushel an acre, held by 
a farmer in iowa.

Flooded
in a way, it’s a good thing that not everyone is able to grow high-yielding corn crops. 

What if a thousand farmers were able to bump up their yields by 100 bushels an acre? 
What if most growers were able to gain 50 bushels above their average yield? it sounds 
great but has anyone asked the marketplace if there’s a need for all the millions of extra 
tonnes of corn? the elevators and the corn processing plants are thrilled to see farmers 
growing tremendous crops. The price drops to the farmer and they rake in extra profits. 
have you seen the price of products that contain corn go down because there’s a huge 
surplus of cheap corn? 

if every farmer does a little better each year – be it grain, oilseed, corn, beef, pork 
– then they end up with fewer dollars in their pockets. not so for the supply-managed 
commodities like milk, eggs, turkeys, broilers. All the pursuits of record breaking yields 
are primarily accruing benefits to the major international crop input corporations and 
grain merchandizers. 

high yields and a large corn acreage in ontario are combining to keep prices low. 
the problem comes when you apply that productivity to more than two million acres. At 
that level we’re exceeding the domestic needs, forcing us to export. And the most suit-
able export market is the united states and it is also awash in corn. it worked out okay 
in 2012 when the u.s. was short of corn due to the drought, but 2013 was another story.

Grain corn in Ontario
some interesting statistics from Grain Farmers of ontario shows how the acreage and 

the yield have increased over the last 100 years. the lowest bushel yield was in 1937 
when there were 165,000 acres of grain corn in ontario, averaging only 32 bushels per 
acre. the lowest price per bushel was in 1931 at 40 cents a bushel.

According to oMAF, 2.21 million acres of corn were harvested in ontario in 2013 
and farmers averaged 160.5 bushels per acre, the second highest of all time for ontario. 
But the price today is roughly $5 a bushel. that’s not good, considering the input costs! 
Farming success continues to hinge on the tension between the field, market and factors 
beyond a farmer's control, as this beautiful prayer about wheat – which also applies to 
corn – says: “Behind the loaf is the snowy flour / Behind the flour is the mill / Behind the 
mill is the sun and shower / And the wheat and the Father’s will.” 
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Sonya VanderVeen Feddema
in november 2013, Jill, an acquaint-

ance of mine, sent me a heartfelt e-mail 
telling me about a film, Red Light Green 
Light, which she had seen the night before 
at a local church. The film was produced 
by Hope for the Sold (hopeforthesold.
com). she urged me to get the word out 
about this significant film and the organ-
ization which produced it. I contacted 
Michelle Brock, cofounder of Hope for the 
sold along with her husband Jay, to dis-
cover what had compelled Jill to contact 
me.

What is Hope for the Sold? How did it get 
started?

Hope for the Sold is a charitable or-
ganization that fights sexual exploitation 
“one word at a time” through writing, 
speaking and film. In 2006, my husband 
Jay and i attended the catalyst conference 
in Georgia, where we first learned about 
modern day slavery. We were horrified. 
We started Hope for the Sold because, at 
the time, many canadians were unaware 
of the issue.  

How was your film Red Light Green Light 
produced, and what is it about?

Many people across the country started 

asking us what we thought about legal-
izing prostitution. At first we tried to 
avoid this question because we wanted 
to focus on sex trafficking, not the pros-
titution debate. however, we gradually 
began to see that the two are connected, 
and decided to make a documentary to 
explore the issue further. We travelled 
to 10 countries to examine different ap-
proaches to prostitution with the goal 
of asking the question: “What is the 
best way to prevent trafficking before 
it happens in the first place?”

We met with trafficking survivors, 
sex workers, police officers, govern-
ment representatives, NGOs, academic 
researchers and johns. the result is a 
film that takes audiences through some 
of the arguments on both sides of the 
legalization debate, demonstrating the 
complexity of the issue, but also some 
hopeful initiatives that can be taken to 
prevent sexual exploitation.

You and Jay recently toured with Red 
Light Green Light. How have viewers 
responded? Have you seen lives changed 
because of it?

We completed a film tour across Canada 
in the fall of 2013, which took us from as 
far east as Halifax all the way to Vancouver 

Island. Our spring tour with the film runs 
from April 2 to the end of June. Overall, 
the response has been very positive. Many 
people told us that they had gained a much 
deeper level of understanding on the issue 
and were grateful we had stayed away 
from sensationalism. We worked hard to 
set the right tone in the film, wanting to 
engage people in reasonable conversation.  

We’ve had several women come to 
us privately, after events, to tell us about 
their personal experiences in the sex in-
dustry. Some of them are afraid to speak 
out in public and are still healing. The film 
helps people grasp the difficulties these 
survivors have been through, and I hope 
this leads to greater understanding and 
compassion.

What is your opinion of the Supreme 
Court’s decision in late 2013 to strike 
down prostitution laws?

For a long time, Canada’s prostitu-
tion laws have been very confusing. the 
Supreme Court had the difficult task of 
cleaning up these messy laws, and I am 
not surprised by their decision to strike 
them down. however, decriminalizing 
prostitution, which is the effect of the rul-
ing if Parliament does not intervene by 
the end of this year, is not the best way 
forward. While we believe that those 
selling their bodies should not be crim-
inalized (as many of them are victims of 
exploitation and should not be seen as 
criminals), we do believe that those buy-
ing sex should be held to account.

Sweden has taken this approach, which 
criminalizes those who purchase sex 
while decriminalizing those who sell it, 
and it has made trafficking more difficult. 
Other countries are adopting similar “end 
demand” approaches (now known as the 
nordic Model), targeting the root cause 
of sexual exploitation. We are hoping 
that Canada adopts a similar approach, as 
we believe it can prevent trafficking on a 

large scale.
No system is perfect, and the whole 

issue of sexual exploitation is extremely 
complex no matter how you look at it. 
However, ending demand for paid sex is 
a good start if we want to create a world 
where equality thrives.  

Thanks, Michelle, for sharing your 
story. Your efforts reflect the biblical com-
mand to “speak up for those who cannot 
speak for themselves, for the rights of all 
who are destitute” (Proverbs 31:8). Keep 
on speaking up for people 
who are trafficked! 

Sonya VanderVeen 
Feddema (sonyavf55@
hotmail.com) is a free-

lance writer living in St. 
Catharines, Ont.

Hope for the Sold tours Canada with Red Light Green Light

 Call Today and Discover Life is Better at Evergreen Terrace! 
275 Main Street E • Grimsby • 905-309-7888 • evergreenterrace.ca

Voted No. 1 Diamond Winner  • Christian Community

“Just knowing that we have a complete 
campus of housing and services at our 

doorstep, is our peace of mind!
J.N.D. Resident

Stories From Years Gone By

Now Available! 
Four Awesome Books!

SPECIAL DEALS
2 CD’s for $36.00 (includes S & H)

1 Book + 1 CD for $36.00 (includes S & H)

ORDER FROM: 
Leendert Kooij Records & Books  

90 Topcliff Avenue, Downsview, ON M3N 1L8
Phone: 416-636-9779

Email: landmkooy@rogers.com

by Leendert Kooij

Beautiful 
New 2013 CD

Take the time to see this film. 

http://hopeforthesold.com
http://hopeforthesold.com
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Anniversaries

Single Christian white lady, 60 yrs, look-
ing for a gentleman of similar interests to 
share life with; such as humour, sharing the 
Bible, sports, music.

"Where yout treasure lies your heart will be also."

Please call 613-961-7552

Vacations & Cottages
Holiday accomodation in Holland 

with vehicle rentals and tours.  
www.chestnutlane.nl

Two Florida Pool Homes for Rent 
3 bed, 2 bath in beautiful Cape Coral 
Florida. 
For pictures and reasonable rates 
contact Glen at 519-863-6965 or e-mail: 
mgsikma@xplornet.com

Six Mile Lake Family Retreat 
Cottage and Bunkie, swimming, canoeing, 
hiking, camp fires and family good times.  
Sleeps 10. 1.5 Bath. True Muskoka set-
ting. 905-630-6711

Britt, Georgian Bay 2 bdr. cottages, 
small family resort, 720.00 up, low sea-
son discount.
google @ Li-Mac Cottages 
or call 705-383-2924.

Clean 2 & 3 bedroom 
self-catered cottages approximately 

90 minutes north of Toronto.

Starting at $755.00 weekly.
705-756-2462

www.hallscottages.com

1954                                          May 20                                      2014

With joy and thankfulness to God, our parents and grandparents 

Hendrik and Hendrika Postma (nee Luymes)

hope to celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary  on May 20, 2014. 

An open house will be held on Saturday May 24, 2014 
from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall of Covenant Christian 

Reformed Church , St. Catharines. 

You are invited to join us during this time to extend the warmth of 
Christian fellowship and the bond of friendship as we celebrate 
God’s blessings on their lives. 

Evert Postma – Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

John & Janet Postma – Bear River, NS
     Sarin Postma & Parker Marshall, Raine, Willow – Bear River, NS
     Chelsae Postma  – Fredericton, NB

Hank & Annette Postma – Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON
     Jason & Emily Postma, Lauren – Georgetown, ON
     Kristen Postma – Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON
     Eric Postma – Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

Joanne & John Vink – Jordan Station, ON
     Brenda & Joshua Van Berkel – Hamilton, ON
     Cheryl & Joshua Throop – Sambro, NS

Freda & John Prins – West Lincoln, ON
     Chris & Jennifer Prins, Holly – St. Anns, ON
     Steven & Janis Prins – Haliburton, ON
     Lindsy & Will Visser – Smithville, ON

Aubrey & Heather Postma – Abbotsford, BC
     Aaron Postma – Abbotsford, BC
     Tyler Postma – Abbotsford, BC

Correspondence  Address:  Hank and Riek Postma
                                            1513 – Concession 6, R.R. #2
                                             Niagara-on-the Lake ON  L0S 1J0

Plan a successful vacation at our resort known for it’s Dutch  
Hospitality. Reasonable rates for cottage rentals. Excellent for 
camping, swimming and fishing (ideal for group camping). 
Showers available. “Little Europe” is located 10 km. east of 

Hwy 11 on Hwy 118 East, past the Muskoka Airport.
Roel & Riet Bakema    Phone: 705-645-2738

Little Europe Resort
1033 Ashley Lane, RR 3,  Bracebridge ON  P1L 1X1

No pets please 

LittLe europe

resort

and 
traiLer park

Bracebridge, Muskoka

1964                  May 2                        2014

 With thanks to God we celebrate
our parents' 50th wedding anniversary

 Peter and Janet smit (Oussoren)

 Pete and Sharry – Whitby
    Art, Anna, twins Charlie & Skylar,
    Willem, Cadence

 Jenny and Ian Anderson – Toronto
    Luke, twins Iris & Britt

 Dan and Amber – Aurora
    Hazel, Sam

 Emily and Ryan Catling– Toronto
    Gordon

"Praise God from Whom all blessings flow"

 Address: 20 Kerwood Crescent, 
 Agincourt ON  M1T 2S2

TOLLENDALE VILLAGE
A Christian Retirement  Community

274 Hurst Drive
Barrie, ON  L4N 0Z3

Tollendale Village was established in 1985 as a membership based non-profit 
charity to provide a residential community for senior members of our society where 
the Mission, Vision and Values are based on the principles taught in the Christian 
Bible.  We are currently seeking a:

GENERAL MANAGER
The General Manager will be responsible to the Board for the overall administra-
tion, organization and management of the facilities in accordance with policies 
established by the Board. Currently we have 282 units and about 420 residents.

Qualifications
•  Minimum of 5 years experience in a managerial or leadership role.
•  Experience in business operation with exposure to financial reporting.
•  Knowledge of leadership and management principles as they relate to a 

non-profit organization.

SALARY:
Salary will be commensurate with experience.

CONTACT
Please send resume to Henry Winters, Search committee, at 
h.winters12@sympatico.ca
Or mail to Tollendale Village, 274 Hurst Drive, Barrie, Ont, L4N 0Z3
Resumes will be opened on or before May, 20th, 2014.

The Mission of Tollendale Village is to provide self reliant seniors with a residential 
setting and the opportunity to participate in community life in an environment that 
is guided by Christian values and principles.

www.tollendalevillage.ca

De 45st en laatste 

Hollandse Dag
word dit jaar weer gevierd op 

Woensdag 11 Junie on 10 uur 
in de Moorefield Community Center.

Intree $ 10 per persoon. 
Samenzang; voordrachten; en de zingende sysjes.  
Spreker Ds Hans Uittenbosch.
Breng uw eigen lunch en koffie kop. Vry koffie en koek. 

Een jaar is weer voorby,en daarom zyn we o zo bly. We 
hebben het al lang geweten,
dat we de "Hollandse Dag niet kunnen vergeten.

Voor meer informatie bel 
Roelie Katerberg Drayton. Tel 519-638-2228. 

Of Janny Geerlinks 519-638 2423.

 Celebration of Hymns
May 9, 7:30 p.m.

First Hamilton Christian Reformed Church, 
corner of Charlton and Hess,

 is hosting a concert celebrating classical 
repertoire, 

hymn-settings and featuring Dr Christiaan 
Teeuwsen (organ), Dr Paul Thorlakson 

(piano), Heather Plewes (soprano), 
Carolyn Stronks-Zeyl (flute) and the Re-

deemer Alumni Choir. 
Free-will offering.

Ontario Christian Music Assembly
Leendert Kooij, Director

Special guests include: 
Andre Knevel, 

Adolfo De Santis
Liselotte Rokyta, 
Beatrice Carpino, 

Michael Ciufo
OCMA Vocal Quartet, 
Toronto Brass Quintet

Hansen Trio
A variety of great Christian Music, inspiring gospel songs, exciting Choruses

Friday, November 7, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. 
Roy Thomson Hall, Toronto

Order tickets from: Ontario Christian Music Assembly
90 Topcliff Ave, Downsview ON  M3N 1L8

Phone: 416-636-9779    Email: landmkooy@rogers.com

Tickets:
$50.00
$40.00
$25.00

Christian Festival Concert  25th Anniversary

Job Opportunity

Hollandse dag 

Wednesday 11 June 2014 
Aanvang 10:00 am  in.in the 
CRC 310 Kingscourt Ave., 

Kingston, Ontario

Speaker:  
Rev. Job  van Hartingsveldt.      

For contact call 613-546-5615

mailto:h.winters12%40sympatico.ca?subject=
http://www.tollendalevillage.ca
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Lest we forget that 
Life begins at Conception 

We offer

full service & factory

warranties

712891 Middletown Line
Norwich, ON N0J 1P0

519-879-9779

www.classicalorgan.ca
info@classicalorgan.ca

The organ

that plays digitally

recorded real organ pipes,

built for homes and

churches.

Your church and
home organ specialist

Henry J. Koornneef CFP, CPCA
Executive Director

FOUNDATION for Niagara & Hamilton area Christian Schools

6488 Smithville Road
PO Box 850

Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
Phone: 905-957-8172

1-877-340-9555
www.schoolfoundation.ca

office@schoolfoundation.ca

Certified 
Financial Planner™

42

170
270

Wallaceburg Bookbinding
& MFG. CO. LTD.

We Bind, Rebind and Restore 
Save money– Don't buy replacements! 

Churches: Send us one of your hymnals as a sample and we will rebind it 
at no cost. Normal price for quantities of five or more-$8.75

Personal Orders: We will bind short run editions e.g. family histories as 
well as rebinding and restoring personal books.
.

1-800-214-2463       FAX (519)627-6922
95 Arnold St. Wallaceburg ON  N8A 3P3         http://wbmbindery.com

To help your family AND benefit charity,
contact CSS for a free, confidential visit.

1-800-267-8890 | admin@csservices.ca
www.csservices.ca

Where there’s a Will,
there’s a way...

This book may be ordered from 
Frank Sawyer for 12 dollars plus 

postage. 
Kindly order or inquire by 

email: fsawyer777@gmail.com

Classifieds

DEADLINE Christian Courier is 
published on the second and forth 
Mondays of the month.Deadline 
for each issue is 13 days prior to 
publication date.

RATES: All personal and family an-
nouncements: $7.00 per square inch. 
Display advertising re. businesses and 
organizations: $8.00 per square inch. 

SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
admin@christiancourier.ca

See christiancourier.ca for more 
info.

Medium Puzzle 10,141,828,554

M

http://www.websudoku.com/

http://www.voortman.com/
http://www.classicalorgan.ca
http://www.schoolfoundation.ca
mailto:office%40schoolfoundation.ca?subject=
http://www.georgekloet.com/clearview
http://www.tollendalevillage.ca
fsawyer777@gmail.com
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FLIGHTS TO AMSTERDAM

April–October

  July and August

 
All Year

Call us for seat sales.

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

June 8  Dutch Service will be 
held in the Ancaster CRC at 
3:00 p.m.  Rev. Peter Breed-
veld will be preaching.

June 11 De 45st en laatste Hol-
landse Dagword dit jaar weer 
gevierd op Woensdag 10 uur 
in de Moorefield Community 
Center. See ad p.17

June 11  Hollandse dag in 
Kingston, ON .in the CRC 
310 Kingscourt Ave.  Aanvang 
10:00 am   Speaker:  rev. Job  
van Hartingsveldt. For contact 
call 613-546-5615

“...serving Christian   
Reformed churches and 
Christian schools since  

1970"     

Your funds will be invested in Christian Reformed Church 
and Christian school building projects in Canada.

Rates to June 30, 2014
We pay 2.75% on CRC deposits.

Earn approx. 3.2% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

 Write:  Christian Reformed Extension Fund
  45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207    Fax:  416-465-6367       

       43 YEARS OF SERVICE   

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

Maranatha Homes, located in south Burlington near many ame-
nities, is a place where Christian seniors can enjoy independent 
living in community with others.

• Reasonable rent rates at $796 per month
• Newly renovated units
• Award winning architectural design
• Well maintained building and grounds
• No condo fees or utility bills

All this and more make Maranatha Homes an attractive and 
affordable accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact: Rosanne van der Woerd 
109-3260 New St. Burlington ON L7N 3L4

905-681-0311 Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com

Maranatha
             hoMes

Living independently in Christian community

Did you come alone or with other family members?
Because we were over the age of 21, my siblings and 

I were all processed individually and not as a family unit. 
We fled El Salvador to Costa Rica as a family with my 
father and mother. The children were accepted to come to 
Canada in two groups, so my three oldest siblings came 
first, and then about four months later, I came with my 
other two siblings. We all came with permanent resident 
status, but my father and mother did not receive approval. 
And that again, is an illustration, you see. there are so 
many different layers. On the positive side was the fact 
that all of my siblings came – we came together, so we 
had that support. Having your family is crucial to inte-
grate successfully into a new situation. on the negative 
side, there is the breaking up of a family. My siblings and 
I were young. We had potential, economically speaking. 
We could integrate into the labour force. We could pursue 
further education. i went to university; i was in university 
before I left. My parents were close to retirement age, so 
they were not approved. That was difficult. 

You just came back from an Ecumenical Dialogue 
Conference in Quito, Ecuador. Could you share a little 
about that experience?

That was a wonderful experience that allows me to 
speak to the theological part of immigration. What does 
the Bible say? What does God require from us – people 
of faith? And we realized, for example, that migration it-
self is not the problem. People moving from one place to 
another is not the problem. The problem is how migration 
is done, how we go about it. the Bible is full of migra-
tion stories from beginning to end. if you look at Genesis, 
Adam and Eve had to leave, had to pull up stakes, had 
to move from where they were. their son cain had to 

leave the region because he committed a crime against his 
brother. that’s migration. Abraham had to leave and go 
somewhere else. Moses had to bring the people of Israel 
out of Egypt. Why did they have to leave? Why did they 
have to come out of Egypt? Because of the conditions. 
they were subjected to slavery. 

now those things are not very different from today’s 
migrants. some say, “oh come on. it’s not that bad.” it’s 
not that bad for those of us who are not suffering through 
it. if you talk to someone who is going through it, they 
will tell you that their working conditions constitute slav-
ery, modern-day slavery. 

But, of course, God was guiding people, God was guid-
ing Moses to take Israel out of Egypt. Mary and Joseph 
left Bethlehem to protect Jesus. So the Bible is full of 
stories of migration, forced migration. there was a reason 
why they had to leave. they are not leaving because they 
want to.

For me to go to the Ecumenical Dialogue conference in 
Quito, there’s absolutely no problem. I have my Canadian 
passport. I don’t require a visa or anything like that. But 
those from Ecuador, columbia or Argentina who were at 
the Quito meeting, if they wanted to come to canada for 
this meeting, it would not have been that easy for them to 
come here. In fact, one of the conference participants from 
columbia has an invitation from the Lutheran church to 
come to Winnipeg to study English. His visa was denied. 
so right there, we see different dynamics and treatment. 

We’re all the same. We’re all human. From a theo-
logical point of view, we’re all created to be the image of 
God. So why is it that some people are legal and some are 
classified and categorized as illegal? How can we use that 
terminology in God’s creation? This is a serious challenge 
for us theologically. to even use language like that … 

I’ll go back to my own personal story. My father lived 
in the united states in the 60s and 70s as a worker. he 
was termed illegal. What was he doing? He was working. 
He was contributing to that economy, being productive 
and at the same time he was supporting his family back in 
El salvador. But he was illegal. how can a human being 
be termed illegal? By whom? By other human beings. We 
need to challenge our understandings. Some people say 
we can’t break the law. yes, but these are human-made 
laws. if these are human-made laws, that means that hu-
mans can improve the laws. But if you want to take a 
legalistic approach about these issues, well, Jesus came 
and broke the law. he challenged the religious authorities 
and the legal structures of his time.

Can you suggest some resources if our readers want to 
learn more about these issues?

there are links on the KAiros website to resources 
about migrant justice. “God’s People: A People on the 
Move” is a bit dated, you might say, produced around 
2006, but still relevant. It’s basically a kit, providing theo-
logical background about migration, whether it’s refu-
gees, temporary migrant workers or whether it’s about a 
grandmother or grandfather who needs to join their family 
here, or an undocumented or trafficked person. It covers 
the basics on all of these issues. if any readers have ques-
tions, they can contact me. I’m happy to 
talk to anyone. 

Migrant justice: ‘We have to have the will.’. . . continued from p. 11
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Richard Foster
richard Foster’s Celebration of Discipline kept our 

family focused on discerning the dangerous spirits influ-
encing daily life in Guatemala 33 years ago. his Festival 
lecture, though, struck me as pedantic, rigid, almost elitist. 
He claimed words are the only valid medium for spiritual 
thought and communication. An artist friend in a group 
discussing ignatius Loyala’s Spiritual Exercises quit writ-
ing after a month. Instead, she presented thoughts first in 
spiritually articulate sketches and sculptures, then words.   
-JCD

Andrew Krivak 
Brilliantly analyzing 

Cormac McCarthy’s spare, vio-
lent 1985 masterpiece Blood 
Meridian, Andrew Krivak finds 
faith in fiction. satanic Judge 
Holden and “the Kid” stand at op-
posite poles of evil and good. After 
endless brutality, scalp hunting and 
executions with the Glanton gang, 
the “Judge” condemns small mer-
cies the otherwise violent “Kid” 
commits. Does that Kid’s sacri-
fice atone for a violent world as 
the death of Another Kid of Another Father once did? Judge for 
yourself. -JCD

Anne Lamott
i’ve read most of Anne Lamott’s books, but heard her first in 

person last month. Her extemporaneous lecture and interview were 
hilarious and seemingly superficial. Yet she suddenly dove time and 
again to foundations of human commitment to mutual accountabil-
ity and Christian faith to rescue people from virtual spiritual and 
physical suicide to responsible community life. Sure, she repeats 
themes and jokes, they were fresh to me and stirred my soul.    -JCD

G. Willow Wilson
out of the chaos of two World Wars, tolkien and 

Lewis asked “What is the meaning of life?” and came 
up with the books we all love. “We are now all heirs to 
this tradition of fantasy,” author G. Willow Wilson said. 
So as the political upheaval of the Arab Spring triggers 
a resurgence of art and literature, fantasy books are pro-
liferating. “When the institutions of society fail us,” she 
asks, “where do we turn?” To fantasy, which addresses 
the crises by imagining places where the world changes, 
even dramatically, but hope always remains. -ARB

Eliza Griswold
it took seven years for investigative author Eliza 

Griswold to gather the two-line folk poems called landays 
that Afghan women risk their lives writing. the ensuing 
book’s title, I am the Beggar of the World, comes from 
this poem: “In my dreams, I am the president / When I 
wake, i am the beggar of the world.” Griswold said she’s 
not particularly interested in news headlines but in the 
places where news is happening. “And in what’s happen-
ing among the people in those places.”  -ARB

Scott Cairns
“We read poetry,” Scott Cairns said, “the same 

way we read Scripture — searching for some hid-
den, obscured meaning, which we then beat others 
over the head with.” 

his Idiot Psalms include this lovely line, set 
during a meeting. “holy one, forgive, forgo and, 
if You will, fend off / from this my heart the sense 
that I am drowning here / amid the motions, the 
discussions, the several / questions endlessly re-
cast, our paper ballots.” -ARB

James McBride
McBride’s plenary lecture combined a spirited exegesis of 

John Brown’s character from Good Lord Bird with a sermonic 
exhortation recalling the Epistle of James’s message that believ-
ing demands action. Brown, a complex man made still more so 
in McBride’s quirky novel, was an insane saint committed to 
violence to abolish the violence of slavery, twisting Scripture, 
yet living hard merciful truth. -JCD

Uwem Akpan
Uwem Akpan’s Say You’re One of Them is hard 

to read, not only because of its bleak stories. the 
characters speak in patios, a mix of Swahili and 
English. His publisher wanted to include a transla-
tion for readers. “There will be no glossary!” Akpan, 
a Catholic priest, told them. “Normally poor people 
have to bend over backwards to learn the speech of 
the powerful. There will be no glossary.” His book 
made it to Oprah’s Book Club with the patois intact, 
where (he says) she “got it” right away.  -ARB

Gene Luen Yang
Gene Luen Yang, graphic novelist, 

wonders whether making art is selfish. 
ultimately, he decided, it can be; but it can 
also be selfless. He gave four examples: 
Art as an icon that points us to something 
higher. Art as a prayer that calms us down 
and creates flow. Art as an organ such as 
the liver — not our entirety, but vital to 
survival. And art as an act of service, cre-
ating a map to help us navigate life.  -ARB
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