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News. Clues. Kingdom views. 

Mike Wevers 
As part of the closing ceremon-

ies for the Sochi Winter Olympics, 
Russian children walked through 
a virtual forest before entering the 
stadium under the watchful eye of 
a nearby bear. Although not mena-
cing, it kept an eye on the children as 

they slowly moved forward. Inside, 
President Putin and his few guests 
from around the world enjoyed the 
spectacle first-hand, while millions 
more watched from the comfort of 
their homes. Russia was savouring 
what may be the ultimate end of 
the benefits of glasnost. What com-
menced as a grand re-opening of the 
old Soviet society under Mikhail 
Gorbachev well over two decades 
ago, ultimately bringing the Berlin 
Wall down and ending the Cold 
War, appears to be coming to an 
unceremonious end under Russia’s 
new grand dictator, Vladimir Putin. 
What very well may be bringing it 
to an end is the Russian fear that the 
eastward expansion of western in-
fluence has gone too far in Ukraine.

Throughout those decades since 
glasnost, Russia has become a 
much more open society, but it has 
seen a great deal of its previous 
sphere of influence diminish. At 

CRWM missionary in Kyiv
P r a y  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n 
Reformed World Missions 
rep Rev. Gerard “George” de 
Vuyst, originally from Grand 
Rapids, Mich., his wife Sarah 
and their three children, in  
Ukraine since 1998. Among 
prayer requests for the wisdom 
of the interim government, 
de Vuyst added in an email 
back home, “Pray for Putin. 
[…] Pray that God will work 
a miracle of transformation in 
Putin’s heart, mind and will.” 

Angela Reitsma Bick
Jennie Allen of Austin, Texas 

had a vision: to gather, equip and 
unleash this generation of Chris-
tian women. 

Her friends had a question, not 
unrelated: If God is real, then what? 

Allen put the two together and 
watched a small idea snowball, 
thanks to social media, into the larg-
est interdenominational Christian 

women’s conference in years. And 
while previous generations flocked 
to charismatic female speakers on 
topics like marriage and parent-
hood, these evangelical women had 
a broader vision, one that spread to 
vocation, theology and social justice.

“We gather in a new way be-
cause we’re not driven by women’s 
issues,” Allen says.

The #IF: Gathering and a call 
to arms for Christian women

came to, and continues to wield, 
power in Russia to stop that. And 
he is willing to suffer the wrath of 
western nations to achieve it.

A resurgent Russia
Putin’s goal has been to stabil-

ize Russia economically and to 
stop the erosion of its influence, 
particularly in those nations nearest 
the Russian borders. The first goal 
was attained primarily through 
exporting its vast energy resour-

ces, contributing OPEC levels of 
wealth into the Russian treasury. 
That energy export strategy also 
enabled Putin to stop the decline 
of Russian influence and power in 
two ways. First, much of Western 
Europe is dependent on the gas 
exports from Russia for its energy 
supply, particularly the economic 
powerhouse, Germany. Secondly, 
the energy wealth financed a re-
surgent Russian military, which 

Putin’s world
The Russian Bear 
returns in Crimea

the same time, the European Union 
has made strides throughout the old 
Soviet bloc as many of the countries 
closest to western Europe have been 
eager to join the Union, taking geo-
political advantage of a weakened 
Russia. Vladimir Putin believes he 

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

Military personnel, believed to be Russian, walk in formation in the village of Perevalnoye in Crimea.

A woman cries near a memorial for the people killed in clashes with police 
in Kyiv, Ukraine. 

Allen’s vision is for unity among Christians.
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had fallen into serious disrepair at the end 
of the soviet Union. Putin has demonstrated 
that he is not hesitant to use that military 
power as he did to defend Russian interests 
in south ossetia within Georgia in 2008. 
Russia remains in de facto control in that 
part of Georgia.

Troubling Ukraine
Politics in Ukraine have never really 

stabilized since the fall of the soviet Union, 
but democracy has prevailed through many 
elections since then. Notwithstanding their 
election through democratic ballot, the 
governments vie for most incompetent or 
most corrupt. The final guise of combined 
incompetence and corruption was the Vik-
tor Yanukovych government, in power since 
2010. Yanukovych’s government vacillated 
over which direction to take his country. 
Through years of protracted negotiations, 
his government appeared ready to accept 
a trade accord with the European Union, 
which included harsh economic conditions 
that his government had to accept. Balking 
at those conditions, in november 2013, 
Yanukovych instead accepted a more gener-
ous offer from Russia, which would have 
put his country into Putin’s economic bloc 
alternative to the EU – the Eurasian Union. 

However, this change in support did not go 
well back on the streets in Kyiv.

The proposed Eurasian agreement led 
to street protests for Ukrainians who had 
no desire to realign with Russia or its leader 
Putin, who was seen to be too much cut 
from the old Soviet cloth. While the protests 
remained peaceful, their intent was to topple 
the Yanukovych government and let an op-
position, which was more sympathetic to 
western interests, lead the government. As 
the government increased its use of force 
to quell the rebellion, western nations inter-
ceded to facilitate a transition in government. 
As violence became more widespread and 
deaths mounted, Viktor Yanukovych and his 
government leaders fled Kyiv on February 
22, enabling the parliament’s Speaker Olek-
sandr Turchinov to become acting president 
until elections are held in May. Turchinov, 
also a Baptist pastor, freed his longtime 
ally from jail, former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko. Tymoshenko always enjoyed 
popular support even though she was jailed 
for personally benefitting from gas con-
tracts her country negotiated. Interestingly 
enough, her involvement in those gas con-
tracts brought her into negotiations with 
Vladimir Putin. That may be a strength if 
she either leads or is part of the interim and 

future Ukraine governments that must find 
a way out of the current stalemate.

Putin looks on and is not amused
Meanwhile, events in Ukraine no doubt 

had the attention of the Russian bear, even as 
he hosted the world at the Olympics. Putin 
was certainly resolved to act, but did not 
intervene in Ukraine until his international 
guests had returned home. The docility the 
big bear demonstrated in blowing out the 
olympic flame soon gave way to the Rus-
sian bear we know much better on the world 
stage, one that is very protective of its home 
territory. Clearly, the West has underesti-
mated Putin’s resolve not to let the Ukraine 
buffer be brought unchallenged into the 
western sphere of influence. An absolutely 
bottom-line, non-negotiable issue is Russia’s 
access to its Black Sea port, which also has 
access to the Mediterranean. And that access 
happens to be in none other than the Crimea, 
at the port of Sevastopol.

successive Ukraine governments have 
wanted to renegotiate Russia’s naval base 
leases. in 2010, Ukraine agreed to extend 
the lease to 2042; however, the new admin-
istration had raised the prospect of another 
renegotiation which would limit Russia’s 
long term access. With much of the Crimean 
population supporting Russia, and given its 
strategic importance, it is not surprising that 

Putin decided to use force and to negotiate 
from the strength of occupation. His decision 
to occupy the Crimean peninsula will soon 
be reinforced by the hastily called March 16 
referendum, which will most assuredly indi-
cate that Crimea prefers to side with Russia 
and would be open to annexation.

How can the West compromise?
While it seems that Russia has de-escalated 

military operations in the Crimea even as it 
strengthens its stranglehold there, western 
nations appear impotent. Obama, weakened 
by Putin’s Crimea gambit, will not seriously 
consider using NATO military action to re-
secure crimea as part of Ukraine, and yet 
the NATO countries cannot readily accept 
territorial expansion through such blatant use 
of force. Economic sanctions will be used to 
penalize Russia, but given western Europe’s 
dependency on Russian energy supplies, the 
sanctions need to be judiciously imposed so 
that they are not counter-productive.

it is also uncertain whether the G-8 group 
of nations, scheduled to meet in Sochi in 
June, will move to become the G-7 and sus-
pend Russia’s membership. Again all nations 
will tread carefully, as some western Euro-
pean countries’ fragile economies are still 
going through painful recovery after facing 
the brink of collapse, particularly Greece, 
Spain and Italy. Their continued recovery 
will depend on securing long term inter-
national economic stability. Western Euro-
pean partners must also consider a long term 
Ukraine economic stability package. The 
challenges are many. The room to respond 
to Russia’s military incursion is very narrow. 
Vladimir Putin, looking on 
at the opening of the Sochi 
Paralympics, appears to be 
happily in control of his des-
tiny.

Mike Wevers lives 
in Edmonton, Alta.

#IF: Gathering was just a concept, a 
weekend in February, but something about it 
resonated with women, internationally. Even 
before the speaker line-up was announced, 
the event sold out online in 42 minutes. 

Organizers quickly decided to set up local 
simulcasts across the U.s., canada and 20 
other countries so that people could partici-
pate virtually. The emphasis was still on be-
ing in community; women were encouraged 
not to watch alone but to gather in groups 
locally. For two days, Christian women 
in over 40,000 locations around the world 
streamed the event live, while 1,200 people 
participated in person at the Austin location, 
including Christian Courier columnist Em-
ily Wierenga of Neerlandia, Alberta.  

Allen wants to help women "live out their 
purpose on this planet." To that end, she in-
vited more than 60 influential christian blog-
gers and speakers to join her in leading #IF. 
The conference focused on spiritual gifts and 
featured Christine Caine of Hillsong Church; 
Canadian Ann Voskamp, author of One Thou-

sand Gifts; and Jen Hatmaker, author of 7, 
and many other women. Hatmaker, her pastor 
husband and five children are the stars of an 
upcoming reality TV show, Family Under 
Construction, set to air in July on HGTV. 

Convicted
Discussions at the #IF Gathering touched 

on finding your calling, as well as obstacles 
such as fear and comparison. 

Women can hurt each other, Wierenga 
says. Each of us has been hurt by some-
one from a different denomination or blog 
handle or Fb status, from a different profes-
sion or worldview or passion. 

But “none of it mattered in the dusk of a 
room filled with the glory of Jesus,” as Wi-
erenga describes #iF, “in a room filled with 
women bent low on repentant knee, Ann 
Voskamp leading us in confession. None of 
it mattered in the room filled with arms raised 
so high we were pounding on heaven’s doors.

“None of it mattered when we were con-
victed by Christine Caine to recognize sin 

and to learn our Scriptures and to declare our 
freedom versus wallowing in deliverance. 
None of it mattered when a woman from 
Rwanda told a story of herself as a little girl, 
and the only thing she longed for was educa-
tion and clean feet. And when she got both, 
she committed the rest of her life to giving 
to others because ‘life is too short to spend 

in a nice house,’ she said.
“None of it mattered when another 

woman with a defibrillator in her chest told 
us to seize the day because she’d tasted 
death. None of it mattered when Jen Hat-
maker stood and told us the reason God loves 
us is so we can pass that love on to others.” 

#IF creator Jennie Allen believes there 
is something unique happening in our time. 
She envisages a manifesto, a call to link arms 
and to live beautifully and well for the glory 
of God. To that end, #IF has produced a de-
votional called Equip, and hopes to continue 
facilitating local gatherings that connect 
women with the needs of their communities. 

“As Jen Hatmaker said,” Wierenga recalls, 
“it wasn’t about each of us singing our own 
tunes. it was about us finding the same pitch 
and singing in harmony. 
And it sounded a lot like 
love.”
Angela is Editor of Christian 

Courier and lives with her 
family in Newcastle, Ont.

The #IF: Gathering continued

Events in Ukraine no doubt had Putin’s attention, even as he hosted the Olympics.

Putin’s world continued

Canadian Ann Voskamp led a time of confession. 
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My father once told me 
that during World War II, 
in his church community 
in Holland, the big ethical 
question about smoking 
was not health-related. In-
stead (and I would love to 

hear if his memory is accurate), churchgoers 
wondered if it was ethical to use old Bible 
pages (which were made from the appropri-
ate paper, apparently) to hand roll your own 
cigarettes. Our concerns about smoking today 
are very different and, I daresay, more serious.

We all know that smoking cigarettes 
poses major health risks, both for smokers 
and for those who breathe the secondhand 
smoke. We have, accordingly, banned ciga-
rette smoking indoors and in outdoor places 
such as building entrances where it affects 
others. Smoking is recognized as a serious 
addiction with severe health consequences. 
My father is one of many who died from 
lung cancer caused by smoking.

The addictive nature of a cigarette is 
due to the nicotine it delivers to the person. 
When a cigarette burns, the nicotine in the 
tobacco is vaporized and inhaled into the 
lungs where, because of the lungs’ large 
surface area, it gets absorbed by the blood 
very quickly (within 10 seconds) and goes 
to its active sites in the brain. This rapid rise 
in the blood levels of nicotine may be what 
makes it so rewarding. It is also why nicotine 
patches and gums may be less attractive: 
they release the drug much more slowly. 

It is actually not nicotine but many of 
the other substances in tobacco smoke, like 
tars, that enter the body and cause the major 
health risks. What would happen to our per-
ception of “smoking” if we could separate 
the nicotine from the other dangerous items 
in cigarette smoke?

Puff of fog
E-cigarettes are an attempt to do just this: 

give people the ability to inhale nicotine 
but without all the negative consequences 
of normal cigarette smoke. An e-cigarette 
is a complicated nicotine vaporizing device 
that gives people an almost pure nicotine 
administration with an uptake speed parallel 
to that of regular cigarettes. What should we 

think about the possibilities created by this 
technical development?

Currently much of the discussion about 
e-cigarettes relates to this new technology’s 
impact on smoking normal cigarettes. Does 
it help current smokers to stop, thus making 
it a harm reduction aid? Is it likely to lead to 
increases in people smoking? These are le-
gitimate questions for our current situation. 
If e-cigarettes become widely available, 
however, then they might replace normal 
cigarettes, and the questions about the re-
lationship between the two may become 
less important than the questions that will 
revolve around e-cigarettes themselves.

For me there are two questions that need 
to be separated in these discussions: first, 
are e-cigarettes reasonably safe? And sec-
ond, what are the consequences of having 
a “safe” nicotine delivery method?

The best available information on e-cig-
arettes is that they are considerably safer 
than traditional cigarettes. The literature 
suggests that some of the vaporizing agents 
may have some negative health effects, and 
they may contain a bit of nitrosamines, 
a carcinogen, but at levels that may not 
be important. For now we can conclude 
that they are much safer than regular 
cigarettes, but we simply don’t know if 
they have longer-term health costs higher 
than those of other products we use daily.

The second question is more interest-
ing. Assuming e-cigarettes are safe, what 
do we think about broadening nicotine 
availability? This question is related 
to others: what are the direct effects of 
chronic nicotine ingestion on the body 
and brain? Does it increase the likelihood 
that an individual will become addicted 
to other drugs or to regular cigarettes? 
The effects of nicotine on body and brain 
may more harmful for children, in which 
case restricting the use of “vaping,” or 

e-cigarettes, to adults would be prudent.
Based on adults’ general experience with 

regular cigarettes, nicotine intake does not 
cause the impairment that alcohol causes 
(no need to worry about smoking and driv-
ing). In fact, it is reported that, like caffeine, 
nicotine serves as a stimulant to increase 
arousal and help users to function better. 
We currently are able to consume as much 
caffeine in coffee or cola as we would like; 
is “safe” nicotine any different? If it is harm-
less (or only marginally harmful), what is 
the argument against people being allowed 

to become addicted to nicotine? For me I do 
not want to change the brain and abilities that 
our Lord has given me with an additional 
addicting stimulant. However, I do drink cof-
fee. With scientific research still so limited, 
it might be wise to wait and see whether 
nicotine “vaping” is worth the risk. 

Rudy Eikelboom (reikelboom@wlu.ca), who 
smoked only one cigarette as a child, became 

sick, and never had another, is a member of 
the Waterloo CRC and Chair of the Psychol-

ogy Department at Wilfrid Laurier University.

E-cigarettes: gift or problem?

Technically banned

Some public health advocates are calling for the legalization of e-cigarettes with 
nicotine in Canada, but currently Health Canada is still enforcing a ban established in 
2009 on all nicotine “vaping” products. At the end of February, Vancouver’s school 
Board was the first to ban that kind of e-cigarette for its teachers and students. 

When an organization and its employees
work together, the sum is far greater than
its parts. Group plans – Group insurance,
Group RRSP, Group TFSA – are beneficial
for a company and its employees. 
Your business is more appealing with a
versatile benefits package that helps attract
and retain good employees. And, when you
choose Group benefits from Investors Group,
you also get the assurance of a complete
range of plan services designed to assist
you every step of the way.
Call now to find out more about how The Plan
by Investors Group™ can help both you and
your employees prosper now…and over time.

Your business is more appealing with a versatile
benefits package that helps attract and retain good
employees. Group benefits from Investors Group also
offer a complete range of plan services designed to
assist you every step of the way.
Call now to find out more about how The Plan by
Investors Group™ can help both you and your
employees prosper now…and over time.

Realize the power 
of Group benefits

Your business is more appealing with a versatile
benefits package that helps attract and retain
good employees. Group plans – Group insurance,
Group RRSP, Group TFSA – are beneficial for a
company and its employees. And, when you choose
Group benefits from Investors Group, you also get
the assurance of a complete range of plan services
designed to assist you every step of the way.

Call now to find out more about how The Plan by
Investors Group™ can help both you and your
employees prosper now…and over time.

Realize the power 
of Group benefits

Insurance products and services distributed through I.G. Insurance Services Inc. Insurance
license sponsored by The Great-West Life Assurance Company (outside of Québec).

™Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.

Insurance products and services distributed through I.G. Insurance Services
Inc. Insurance license sponsored by The Great-West Life Assurance
Company (outside of Québec).

™Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary
corporations.

Insurance products and services distributed through I.G. Insurance Services
Inc. Insurance license sponsored by The Great-West Life Assurance
Company (outside of Québec).

™Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary
corporations.

MP1607 (03/2009) MP1607 (03/2009)

MP1607 (03/2009)

Realize 
the power of 
Group benefits

CLARENCE WEIMA CFP

Senior Financial Consultant

clarence.weima@investorsgroup.com

(519) 455-3724

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

CLARENCE WEIMA CFP

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

Senior Financial Consultant
clarence.weima@investorsgroup.com

(519) 455-3724

CLARENCE WEIMA CFP

Senior Financial Consultant

clarence.weima@investorsgroup.com

(519) 455-3724
1-800-488-9817

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

Senior Financial Consultant

clarence.weima@investorsgroup.com

1-800-488-9817 
 
519-871-7946 (mobile)

Reduced health risk? 

mailto:reikelboom@wlu.ca


PAGE 4 chRisTiAn coURiER

Editorials

Dear Michael Le Roy,
It’s no secret in Christian Reformed 

circles that Calvin College is facing an 
unanticipated debt of approximately $115 
million, which as of 2017 will cost around 
nine percent of the college’s annual oper-
ating budget to service. It’s also general 
knowledge that in order to address this 
challenge, the Board of Trustees recently 
approved a five year plan to guide the col-
lege’s spending priorities. 

Having taken some time to read the 
public-facing planning document, as well 
as a bunch of the journalistic reporting that 
surrounded it, I’d like to offer four sugges-
tions as you chart a course for the turbulent 
years to come. 

1) Be transparent. The public-facing 
document available on Calvin’s website 
seems pretty sensible on the whole, but 
it’s long on strategy and short on tactics. 
According to The Banner’s reporting on 
the subject, behind this strategy-oriented 
vision statement is a more detail-specific 
“priorities and planning document” that is 
“not being released to the public.” 

Opacity and failures of accountability are 
what led to this problem in the first place, so 
please don’t make the same mistake as your 
predecessor here. While I understand that 
certain information is sensitive, you need 
to disclose on some level the tactical and 
operational particulars of the plan. I am not 
alone in this sentiment, as the existence of a 
Facebook group calling itself the “Ad Hoc 
Committee for yet More Transparency at 
Calvin College” would suggest. 

2) Don’t exploit contingent faculty. Any-
one paying attention to the conversation sur-
rounding higher education in North America 
knows that university administrators have at-
tempted to cut costs in recent years by signifi-

cantly increasing their reliance on contingent 
faculty (also known as part-timers or adjunct 
professors). As a group, contingent faculty 
have no job security, no benefits, scarce access 
to resources and professional support and are 
massively underpaid. 

Calvin’s new strategic plan calls for 
reductions in the number of tenured and 
tenure-track faculty, but only allows for a 
slight student-side increase in the college’s 
student-to-faculty ratio. Since decreasing 
enrollment is obviously not part of the plan, 
it seems inevitable that Calvin will rely more 
and more on contingent faculty to teach 
courses. Calvin’s student newspaper, Chimes 
(the thought of which calls to mind some 
very good memories from my own student 
days), reports an anticipated increase from 
17 percent of calvin classes being taught by 
contingent faculty to 20 percent. 

Admittedly, these numbers put Calvin 
well below most North American univer-

sities, but I would contend that 
even 17 percent is too high. simply 
put, it is exploitative, inequitable 
and fundamentally un-Christian 
to participate in a system of two-
tiered labour that allows individu-
als with the same credentials and 
professional responsibilities to be 
compensated and supported at sig-
nificantly different levels.

3) Don’t cut the arts. Section 
i.4.b of the strategic plan specifies 
that “the college will develop and 
implement plans for maintaining 
vitality in the arts, languages and 
other areas in which specific pro-
grams have been reduced or reor-
ganized.” This kind of language 
makes me very nervous. 

The strategic plan pays a lot of 
lip service to the importance of a 
liberal arts education, especially 
in light of the recent cultural em-
phasis on highly specialized and 
vocational learning. This is com-
mendable. But you need to put 
your money where your mouth is 

on this. Please, please, 
please do not in any 
way permit the arts 
and humanities to bear 
the brunt of the cuts or 
become diminished in 
Calvin’s constellation 
of course offerings. 

This is not the place 
for a full-blown defense 
of the arts, but it needs 
to be stated that they 
are immensely and in-
trinsically valuable. As 
two-time Festival of 
Faith and Writing key-
note speaker Marilynne 
Robinson suggests in her 
essay “Austerity as Ide-
ology,” our society suf-

fers from a “dearth of humane imagination 
for the integrity and mystery of other lives.” 
The arts and humanities are uniquely poised 
to equip us with precisely this, and so we 
must study humanities for humanity’s sake. 

4) Don’t use Interim to focus on core 
courses. Although i couldn’t find any men-
tion of this in the strategic plan, one im-
pending change reported by The Banner 
involves “moving some core courses to 
Interim.” This is a rather innocuous sug-
gestion, and, admittedly, there are already 
some core offerings during Calvin’s unique 
three-week January term (or at least there 
were when i was a student at calvin 12 
years ago). Whatever “moving some core 
courses to Interim” might mean, it would 
be a mistake to transform that term into a 
quick way to clear off core at the expense 
of the highly focused topical offerings that 
fascinated me as an undergrad.  

I spent my four Interims, in this order, 
studying Nazi Germany, the Vietnam War, 
playing badminton for course credit and 
travelling around England reading major 
authors in the places they actually lived 
and wrote. During my three on-campus In-
terims I also gorged myself on the January 
Series lectures, a world class smorgasbord 
of Christian scholarship and ideas. Interim 
at Calvin was a dizzying intellectual feast, 
and diminishing this would be a major loss 
for the next generation of students. 

There’s much more to be said about all of 
this, President Le Roy, and I’m sure you’ve 
heard these sorts of recommendations from 
a million different angles. I don’t envy your 
task, but will join with many others who 
care deeply about Calvin to pray for your 
sanity and success.

In Christ, 
Michael Buma 

Michael Buma is a Consult-
ing Analyst at an IT research 
firm and a CC Contributing 
Editor. He got his first experi-
ence in journalism by writing 
and editing for the Calvin 
College Chimes. 
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André Basson
The world of the Middle Ages and the 

Renaissance is a closed book for most 
students in the course I have been teaching 
on the subject the past few years. Seminar 
discussions, whether on the Vikings or the 
Black Death, are therefore seldom very 
heated or intense. But the one topic that 
always gets my students going concerns 
Calvin and the doctrine of predestination. 
Almost without exception they have grown 
up believing that they’re free to choose 
and to be whatever they want to be, a 
fundamental right they conclude Calvin’s 
teaching would deny them. “When a man 
cannot choose, he ceases to be a man,” 
Anthony Burgess wrote in The Clockwork 
Orange, a book that acquired cult status 
when it was published in the early seven-
ties because of its graphic description of 
gratuitous violence.

Granted, the doctrine of election or 
predestination is by no means foundational 
to Calvin’s theology, yet it has become 
the one that is most often associated with 
his name. While it is usually taken out of 
context and grossly oversimplified, the 
fact remains that in its essence it does go 
against one of our society’s most cherished 
beliefs. It is therefore all the more wonder 
that no less a figure than sam harris, a self-
proclaimed leading light in the new-atheist 
movement and anti-religion campaigner 
extraordinaire should come out in favour 
of the idea that human free will is a com-
plete illusion. However, far from being the 
result of a rejection of new-atheism, his 
book Free Will is merely the logical conclu-
sion to his already well-known view that all 
human behaviour is the “product of physical 
events,” (and I suspect that Harris would 
not demur if we 
take his “physi-
cal events” to 
i n c l u d e  t h e 
process of evo-
lution).  

Held accountable
But where does this leave moral re-

sponsibility? To his credit, Harris does not 
shy away from this issue. As a matter of 
fact, he makes it the point of departure of 
his essay by citing the case of two career 
burglars who, one fateful day in July 2007, 
suddenly turned to committing a crime of 
almost unspeakable brutality. If their ac-
tions were not in immediate consequence 
of a conscious and voluntary decision 
on their part, as Harris would be at pains 
to argue in the rest of his book, how can 
they still be held accountable, let alone be 
punished? 

His conclusion is that it is all a mere 
matter of chance over which the individual 
has absolutely no control. He even goes 
so far as to offer the sobering thought that 
what separates the murderer on death row 
from the law-abiding citizen is a “combi-

Was John Calvin 
right after all?

President LeRoy discusses the financial challenges facing colleges 
and universities.

“New-atheist” Sam Harris
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nation of bad genes, bad parents, bad environments and bad 
ideas” (54), which would almost be the atheist version of 
the saying, “There but for the grace of God go I.” 

Although Harris stops well short of arguing against any 
form of criminal responsibility, he does plead for a justice 
system that takes a “more compassionate view of our com-
mon humanity.” on the other hand, cruel punishment – and 
here his anti-religious bias is only too apparent – is only 
justified in a context where the belief in free will goes hand 
in hand with the idea of sin. One can only wonder whether 
he really expects us to believe that capital punishment and 
the many other forms of brutality exercised by humanity 
in the name of justice have always been the monopoly of 
people of faith.  

From a Calvinist perspective, one can only agree that 
free will is an illusion, not because of some kind of physical 
or evolutionary determinism à la Harris, but because it is 
incompatible with the belief in God’s absolute sovereignty. 
Does this also render us unable to choose good over evil? 

The permanent loss of our absolute freedom to choose is at the heart of the story in Genesis 
of the serpent’s deceit and humankind’s fall. While leaving no doubt as to our natural ten-
dency to do evil, the Heidelberg Catechism nevertheless allows for the possibility to do good, 
but only in the case of the person who is “born again, by the spirit of God” (Lord’s Day 3, 
Answer 8), and even then there can obviously be no question of absolute good. since there 
is a degree of choice, the issue of not being responsible becomes moot. 

however, in the final analysis, the relationship between divine will 
and human responsibility will always remain a mystery, one that requires 
us to refrain from “inquisitive searching into the ways of the Most High” 
(Canons of Dort, article 14). 

Dr. André Basson is campus minister for the 
Christian Reformed Church at Brock University in St. Catharines, Ont.

Mike Wagenman’s story (“Can Kuyper still speak?” 
Feb. 10, 2014) about entering the orbit of Abraham Kuyper, 
the founder of the Reformational tradition that undergirds 
this paper, is typical of Evangelicals. They are faithful 
Christians who claim Jesus as their Saviour, but, as they 
themselves express it, he does not become their Lord until 
they run into Kuyper’s perspective. While many Christian 
Reformed (CRC) youths yawn when they hear the name 
of Kuyper, those Evangelicals get excited about him as 
he leads them into a deeper and more comprehensive 
experience of the Kingdom of God. I have met and read 
from and about several people who have experienced such 
“conversions.” 

That yawn, by the way, is not found much in smaller 
Reformed denominations in Canada, which attract many 
young members to meetings about Christian social concerns 
shaped by the Kuyper vision. I wonder why? Go to a meet-
ing of ARPA (Association for Reformed Political Action) 
and you will be surprised at the number of young people 
actively participating. 

It is not only North American Evangelicals who expe-
rience such Kuyperian transformation and who find him 
intriguing. Richard John Neuhaus, a prominent American 
Catholic public theologian, observed that “some of the most 
provocative and rigorous thought about religion and soci-
ety” comes from contemporary Kuyperians (A Free Church; 
A Holy Nation, Bolt). When Charles Colson of Watergate 
fame addressed an audience of seniors at Calvin College 
some years ago, he waved Kuyper’s famous Lectures in 
Calvinism to his audience with great enthusiasm – only to 
be met with stony CRC silence. 

There are any number of for-
eign scholars and students who 
are also deeply interested in the 
Kuyperian perspective. During 

a visit to CRC-land in Grand Rapids, Michigan, the Ghana-
ian scholar Dr. Kwame Bediako was shown a documentary 
about Thomas Jefferson, one of the founding fathers of 
America. Afterwards, seminary professor John Bolt, a Ca-
nadian, asked him whether Ghana needed its own Jefferson. 

Bediako replied, “What Africa needs even more today 
is its own Abraham Kuyper.” Bolt confesses to being 
“stunned, delighted and mildly embarrassed.” And well 
he might! 

After the Kenyan scholar Njaramba Mutua attended 
a Kuyperian Reformational conference, he commented, 
“What touched me was the heartfelt desire and the whole-
hearted determination to establish a relationship between 
faith with all sectors of life and society. This rich Dutch 
tradition in which [Christians] everywhere are interested, 
as this conference clearly indicated, contains the challenge 
to develop and protect. . . .”

Right now, a sizable contingent of South Korean stu-
dents are studying at a Kuyperian theological school in 
The netherlands, there for the specific purpose of learning 
about Kuyper and his comprehensive approach to society 
and culture. 

A decade ago, the late John Vriend, a translator of Kuy-
perian literature into English, told me he was receiving so 
many letters from abroad that expressed interest in Kuyper 
that he concluded that the century of Kuyper is not behind 
us so much as before us! May the CRC and its Dutch mother 
church not be left behind in the dust.

John Boer
Vancouver, B.C.
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The kind affection Nick Loenen has for his gay brother 
is commendable (“. . . but the greatest is love” Jan. 27, 
2014), and i wish i found him more persuasive. But i 
question the conclusions he seems to want us to reach. 

The article concludes, “Will we assume the difficult task 
of understanding with compassion those who are other, or 
will we continue in judgment?” This implies that one can-
not both judge and be lovingly compassionate. As Wayne 
Jackson, a Christian writer and editor from California, 
says, “There is a wrong way to judge (and surely the best 
of people err in this manner on occasion), but there also are 
right ways to judge, and these must not be neglected due to 
a misconception of what judging actually is.” 

On the one hand, we should avoid rash judgments 
about anyone else’s eternal destiny. On the other hand, 
we can also say that certain practices are wrong without 
automatically being unloving. Nick is implying that in not 
blessing homosexual practices the church has been wrong. 
That too is a judgment. But I assume that his judgment 
is well motivated, and I would not accuse him of a lack 
of loving compassion. In the same way, we should not 
assume that those who do not bless homosexual practices 
are unloving. 

Nick has the following quote from George Grant at the 
beginning of his article, “Love is respect for otherness.” 
i will grant that affirming otherness does have implica-
tions for loving others. But applying it to the matter of 
homosexuality is problematic, and does more to argue 
against blessing homosexual practices than support it. It 
seems to me that same sex attraction falls short precisely 
because it does not affirm the otherness of the “opposite” 
sex in the realm of sexual attraction. 

Joe Veltman
Pastor Emeritus

Madison, Wis. 

The international Kuyper
Judgment is not 
automatically unloving

Was John Calvin right after all? continued

Harris agrees that free will is 
an illusion.
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GRAND RAPIDS, Michi-
gan (cRcnA) – The current 
president of Trinity Christian 
College in Palos Heights, Il-
linois, has been chosen by the 
board of trustees of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church in North 
America to be the denomina-
tion’s next executive director.

Dr. Steven R. Timmer-
mans’ appointment by the 
board must be ratified by the 
CRC’s general synod in June. 

Timmermans is a psychol-
ogist as well as an educator. 
He was a member of the CRC 
board of trustees until resign-
ing prior to receiving the 

board’s nomination to be the church’s head administrator.
In its report to the board, the search committee said that 

although Timmermans is not ordained as a minister of the 
Word, “the committee believes he fits within the ‘exception’ 
category allowed by synod 2013 because of his extensive 
experience in denominational and congregational activities.”

It noted that Timmermans “has spent a lifetime as an 
innovative educator and administrator within the institu-
tions of the Christian Reformed Church. His leadership 
skills are demonstrated by the positions he has held, his 
church involvement, denominational engagements, and 

numerous publications.
“Dr. Timmermans has demonstrated skill in developing 

a fresh vision for the denomination and has the ability to 
manage a complex organization using adaptive change 
strategies when necessary.

“Throughout his career he has exemplified a desire to 
achieve identified goals and he enjoys excellent personal 
relationships with coworkers. He is willing to listen and 
is able to understand team members while maintaining a 
commitment to achieving the task before him.”

The committee said it is confident that Timmermans 
“possesses the required servant leadership style to guide 
our 1000+ congregations within a bi-national church, 
inspire our denomination’s agencies and encourage our 
educational institutions.”

In an interview by the board, Timmermans spoke of the 
need to pay special attention to young adults, “that generation 
that is the church-to-be.” He also spoke of the need for the 
church to be involved in society in response to social ills. 
“How do we live as God’s people in this world” in a way 
that allows the Holy Spirit to be at work?

Timmermans holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Calvin College and a Master of Arts in psychology, an 
Educational Specialist degree and a Doctor of Philosophy 
degree in education and psychology from the University of 
Michigan. Before being appointed president of Trinity in 
2003, he served in a variety of positions as a professor and ad-
ministrator at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

LA MiRADA, calif. (Bcn) – The season of Lent has 
been under-emphasized in many evangelical circles, but 
there is much this liturgical period preceding Easter can 
offer, according to Biola University President Barry h. 
corey. Founded in 1913 in southern california, Biola offers 
“biblically centered education” to some 6,200 students.

Biola University’s center for christianity, culture and 
the Arts (cccA) developed “The Lent Project,” a 54-day 
calendar to guide believers on a reflective journey via “a 
layering of Scripture, devotional texts, works of art, poetry, 
videos and music.”

“it is the quiet, reflective, preparatory season of Lent that 
perfectly meshes with the arts,” said Barry Krammes, art 
professor and director of the CCCA. “The meditative na-
ture of the arts solidifies and calls forth a self-examination 
appropriate for this time.” 

The calendar began March 5 on Ash Wednesday. it will 
continue through Holy Week and Easter week (also known 
as Bright Week), ending April 27, the Sunday after Easter. 
The Lent Project intends to inspire and create space for 
daily reflection and meditation – an occasion to pray with 
one’s eyes and ears as well as heart and mind.

Not just giving up coffee
“More than just a 40-day period of abstaining from cof-

fee or chocolate (or whatever else might tempt you), Lent 
is a meaningful liturgical season of anticipating the focal 
point of our faith: christ’s sacrifice for us and the universal 
hope which his resurrection represents,” said Dr. Corey. 
“Lent can be a beautifully reflective time for us to quiet 
our hearts and lean in to the spectacular reality of the cross, 
the crown and the empty tomb.”

Lent is not merely the practice of the spiritual disciplines 

of abstinence, but of engagement as well, Corey noted. 
Rather than being viewed exclusively as a season of dower 
self-denial, Lent encourages Christians to fully and joyfully 
enter into the life of Christ. 

At the beginning of the current liturgical year the CCCA 
devised The Advent Project. The positive response to that 
was overwhelming, said Kramme, so “the CCCA staff has 
prayerfully fashioned a 54-day Lent Project as a gift to the 
Christian community.”

For centuries artists have been inspired by the themes 
of christ’s crucifixion, passion and resurrection. The Lent 
Project features works of art and music from the entire span 
of church history. Included are classic paintings and some 
of the oldest Lenten hymns, as well as contemporary music, 
art and photography from the 21st century.

Each day’s entry contains a portion of Scripture, a de-
votional or piece of poetry, a work of visual art or a short 
video, as well as a piece of music. Each pairing is a unique, 
often surprising gift to usher Believers through the Lenten 
season. You can experience it at this website: ccca.biola.
edu/lent. 

(RNS) Bill Gothard, a well-known conservative 
evangelical advocate for home schooling, resigned 
earlier this month from the ministry he founded after 
allegations of sexually harassing women who worked 
at his ministry, and failing to report child abuse cases. 
Gothard is 79 and has never married. he has been an 
advocate of men being the “head” of women not only 
in marriage but in the church and even society.

Gothard’s resigna-
tion from the Institute 
in Basic Life Principles 
(IBLP), according to 
a letter sent to fami-
lies affiliated with the 
ministry, came a week 
after he was put on ad-
ministrative leave. Ac-
cording to an organizer 
involved in the whistle-
blowing website Re-
covering Grace, 34 
women told the website 
they had been sexually 

harassed; four women alleged molestation. One 
woman alleged that Gothard molested her when she 
was just 17 years old. 

Recovering Grace said on its website, “On Febru-
ary 3, [we] made a public case that Bill Gothard had 
disqualified himself from ministry by his actions. in 
doing so, we called for Mr. Gothard to repent and be 
reconciled to those who have been damaged under 
his ministry and teachings. While we acknowledge 
the range of emotions that our readers are likely feel-
ing in light of this letter, we do not take joy in this 
announcement, and we understand the gravity and 
sadness of this situation. Mr. Gothard’s resignation 
will doubtless produce relief in some of our readers 
and deep disappointment in others. Nonetheless, we 
realize this is an important moment.”

Gothard also founded the Advanced Training Insti-
tute (ATI), which is associated with IBLP. David Waller, 
administrative director of ATI, said the two institutes 
will continue under interim leadership, including still 
presenting upcoming conferences in Nashville and 
Sacramento under ATI president Chris Hogan.

Gothard’s ministry had been popular with thou-
sands of Christian families, including the Duggar 
family from the TLC cable TV 19 Kids and Counting. 
Gothard’s ATI conferences were supported by families 
within the “Quiverfull” movement, who eschew birth 
control and promote big families.

The allegations against Gothard dovetail with 
financial woes. in recent years, iBLP’s net revenue 
dropped significantly, and the ministry has been losing 
money. Between 2009 and 2012, it lost $8.6 million. 
its net assets dropped from $92 million in 2010 to $81 
million in 2012. it held 504 seminars in 2010, but that 
number dropped to fewer than 50 in 2012.

This is not the first time Gothard has been in trou-
ble. As early as 1980 Recovering Grace “explored 
events surrounding the Institute in Basic Youth Con-
flicts (iBYc) scandal,” which also involved sexual 
immorality – by Gothard’s brother steve, with Bill 
Gothard defending his brother. That situation cul-
minated in Bill Gothard’s resignation as president of 
that organization. But he was quickly reinstated. That 
organization was later renamed the Institute in Basic 
Life Principles (IBLP). 

College president chosen as new CRC exec 

Christian university 
layers Scripture, art, music 
in Lenten project

U.S.: Christian ‘family-focused 
speaker’ resigns from ministry  

Dr. Steven R. Timmermans

“Ash Wednesday,” by photographer Alec Soth, is part of the 
Lent Project.

Allegations against Gothard 
dovetail with financial woes.
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sEnDAi ciTY, Japan (Acns) – Anglicans in Japan’s 
Tohoku Anglican Diocese have celebrated the dedication 
of a new cathedral. Tohoku Diocese’s Cathedral Church of 
christ, in sendai city, has been destroyed twice. The first 
time was by an air raid in 1945 during World War ii. After 
the war the cathedral was rebuilt. it was destroyed again – 
damaged beyond repair – in 2011 during the earthquake/
tsunami/nuclear fallout disaster.

on March 1, however, 300 people traveled from across 
Japan to attend a special service of consecration and dedication 
for the new cathedral that was built to replace its predecessor.

Attendees at the joy-filled event included people who 
had lost their homes and family members in the triple 
disaster that befell Japan. “It’s been three years since the 
Tohoku disaster, and the new church has been completed,” 
said Bishop John Hiromichi Kato. “It was made possible 
not only by the donations and huge efforts of the laity of 

the church, but also the prayers and support of the whole 
of the Anglican Church in Japan.”

The church is located right in the middle of the Tohoku 
disaster area, and it serves as [both] a cathedral church and a 

parish church. It also wants to be “a place of healing, encour-
agement and hope and prayers for the many, many people who 
still are living with huge difficulties today,” Kato continued.

The Anglican Church in Japan (Nippon Sei Ko Kai), 
along with many other churches, has been responding to the 
needs of those affected physically, spiritually, economically 
and mentally by the disaster in 2011.

Japanese Anglicans attended memorial services on 
March 11 at three churches across the Diocese of Tohoku 
to commemorate those who lost their lives, to pray for those 
still affected, and to pray that people can return to a normal 
life, the bishop noted. One service was at the cathedral. 
Another was held at a church affected by the nuclear plant 
malfunction, and the third was at a church also affected by 
the tsunami. There was a joint moment of silence at all three 
churches during those services for people to remember the 
disasters and their impact. 

ToRonTo (Lifesitenews) – Three Toronto school 
trustees are seeking assurance from the city that laws 
against public nudity will be enforced at this year’s gay 
pride parade. Trustees Sam Sotiropoulos, Irene Atkinson 
and John Hastings put forward a motion requesting that 
the school board ask Mayor Rob Ford and city councilors 
to clarify its position on upholding the law.

The Toronto District school Board organizes a float at 

Toronto Pride every year. Sotiropoulos told the Toronto Star 
he objects to the lack of police enforcement of a law that is 
in place to protect the public, and especially children, from 
lewd behaviour. Despite being billed as “family friendly,” 
photo documentation of past parades show full frontal male 
nudity and simulated sex acts, bondage and sadomasochism.

Despite that, Sotiropoulos said, “I have no problem 
participating with Pride – it’s such a wonderful event that’s 
also part of our board’s social justice piece. But I cannot 
sign off to participating and promoting an event where the 
laws against public nudity are being flouted.

This is not Hanlan’s Point [the nude beach on Toronto 
Island] which has clear signs saying ‘Clothing Optional.’”

The motion the trustees brought to the board states that 
nudity at the pride parade “raises legal concerns and implica-
tions for TDSB students and their families. This is a municipal 
matter and it has to do with the policing and the enforcing of 
the laws of Canada in the streets of Toronto. If you were to do 
this in any other ward throughout the city at any other time of 
day during that same period, you’d likely be arrested.”

After Sotiropoulos tweeted the Toronto Police Service 

asking if it would enforce Canadian law against public 
nudity, he was accused on Twitter of insulting and hating 
gays and was labeled “homophobic.”

Double standard
Homosexual activists defend the nudity at pride parades 

as a way to express their sexuality. 
Last month, the managing editor at the homosexual 

news agency DailyXtra wrote a column responding to the 
controversy entitled “Let’s get naked this Pride.” Danny 
Glenwright wrote that the parade is a way to “celebrate gay 
rights and gay sex – and to protest those who hate us gays 
and the ways we seek pleasure.”

Jack Fonseca, project manager at Campaign Life Coali-
tion, said the motion was long overdue.

“The trustees need to apply some logical consistency in 
how they vote on this motion. Would any of them approve 
of a teacher handing out porn magazines, which feature full 
frontal nudity and suggestive sex acts, to their grade 1 class?” 
Fonseca concluded, “Trustees must be consistent in their 
moral reasoning, lest they be accused of lacking any.”

Marian Van Til, with files from CNS, FDC, Paramount, CT 
RALEiGh, n.c. – An online group of Christians at Faith-

DrivenConsumer.com is behind the Paramount movie stu-
dio’s decision to add an “explanatory message” to the begin-
ning of the new film Noah, starring Russell Crowe in the title 
role. Emma Watson (Hermione in Harry Potter films) and 
Anthony hopkins are also in the film, due for release March 28.

Faith Driven Consumer (FDC) describes itself as “Chris-
tians who choose to live out our faith in every arena of life 
– including the marketplace. We make daily decisions based 
on our biblical worldview and see everything we do in the 
context of stewardship. Our heartbeat is to give honour to 
God with every choice we make.” 

The explanation added to the film – and to marketing ma-
terials for it – was agreed to by Paramount and Noah’s director 
Darren Aronofsky. it says, “The film is inspired by the story of 
Noah. While artistic license has been taken, we believe that this 
film is true to the essence, values and integrity of a story that 
is a cornerstone of faith for millions of people worldwide. The 
biblical story of Noah can be found in the book of Genesis.” 
(Nevertheless, it has already been banned in three Muslim 
countries: Qatar, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates.) 

The studio apparently concluded that it was in its own best 
interests to add the “explanatory message.” Test screenings 
to groups of evangelical christians and christian leaders – a 
large part of the presumed broader audience for the film – 

were not entirely positive. To many such viewers the film 
“deviates from the core Biblical message and replaces it 
with a modernistic, revisionist one,” according to FDC. At 
issue was the portrayal of the cause of God’s destruction of 
the world, cited as gross environmental neglect rather than 
God’s judgment of the “great wickedness” and continually 
“evil inclination of the thoughts of the human heart,” as 
conveyed in the account in Genesis 6. 

Interpretation
Director Aronofsky says there’s no real controversy for 

Christians who strictly interpret the Bible. He told Christi-
anity Today, “The film is completely honouring the text. of 
course there is some interpretation. . . . How to turn that small 
story into a full film was a big question mark, but i think that 
believers will get everything that they want from the film, 
thematically. it’s a film where we looked at the evidence 
that’s there. It’s a world that’s unlike anything that we can 
understand. In the same way that Middle Earth was created 
[in Lord of the Rings], we decided to create a world out of 
the clues from the Bible. We were able to build something 
that’s fantastical, but very truthful to the story. I really think 
this is the perfect film to bring believers and non-believers 
together, to develop a conversation between both sides.” 

FDC says it is “tracking the commercial viability of major 
hollywood films courting faith audiences this year.” hol-

lywood has taken a sudden interest in making Bible-related 
films because of the immense success of last year’s television 
mini-series The Bible, produced by evangelical Christians 
Roma Downey and her husband Mark Burnett. (Downey 
was one of the stars of the popular TV show Touched By an 
Angel, which ran from 1994 to 2003.)

FDC notes that, according to its research, “faith driven 
consumers” are “a distinct and differentiated subset of the 
broader christian market – comprising 15 percent of the 
American population, or 46 million people. Like other market 
segments, they respond to messages that specifically resonate 
with them in the marketplace of goods, services and ideas.”

Japan: Cathedral destroyed twice is reborn

Toronto: School trustees will back out of Pride parade if city won’t enforce nudity laws

Studio attaches ‘explanatory message’ to Noah film at Christians’ urging

Board Trustee Sotiropoulos wants consistent application of city’s 
nudity laws.

Director cites “artistic license” but believes the film to be “true in 
essence” to the Biblical account. 

New cathedral is a “place of healing and hope” for Japanese 
still affected by the tsunami. 
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In the last CC there 
were several articles about 
heaven. I want to add a few 
thoughts on the subject.

Death is taboo – even 
more so among the healthy 
young who seem per-

suaded they are not mortal like the rest of 
us. Though God can require our lives at any 
moment, as we get older it’s natural – yes, 
wise – to consider our own death, preparing 
ourselves both spiritually and practically.

Recently a middle-aged man, a larger-
than-life presence in an internet community 
i’ve been part of for 16 years, died in his 
sleep, shocking the group. In the previous six 
months two other members had died. They 
were not old: one had a bad heart, the other 
an infection that had turned lethal. What was 
deeply unsettling to me is that their attitudes 
seemed to show they were not Christ-follow-
ers (God knows, of course). They were witty, 
intelligent, generous – all marks of God’s 
common grace. But our works can’t save us.

Christ’s triumph has already mitigated 
death’s sting for those who confess him. 
Still, how many of us can say with Paul that 
we “would prefer to be away from the body 
and at home with the Lord” (2 cor. 5:8)? 
God created us for eternal life on a paradisi-
cal earth and so death wreaks havoc in this 
fallen world. Death is our enemy, the last 
one to be destroyed (1 cor. 15:26). 

There are many secular views of heaven, 

none of which are helpful; in fact, most are 
downright deadly. Let’s return to Paul instead. 
Just before he expresses his longing to be 
“home with the Lord,” he talks about that 
home: “We know that if the earthly tent we 
live in is destroyed, we have a building from 
God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by 
human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing 
to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwell-
ing, because when we are clothed, we will 
not be found naked. For while we are in this 
tent, we groan and are burdened, because we 
do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed 
instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that 
what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 
Now the one who has fashioned us for this 
very purpose is God. . .” (2 cor. 5:1-5).

When Christ returns we will rise, 
“clothed” with our glorified bodies like 
Christ’s. This old earth will pass away. The 
New Heaven and New Earth will emerge 
from God’s refining fire. That earth will 
be our eternal home, where God will live 
among us in a manner and with an intimacy 
we can’t now fathom (see Rev. 21).  

Suffering incomparable to the 
glory to come

We’re in the five weeks of Lent again, 
and it’s constructive to focus for a while on 
Christ’s suffering and death. If you yourself 
are suffering, no matter how deeply – physi-
cally, emotionally or spiritually – the realiza-
tion that our Saviour was a Man of Sorrows, 

acquainted with grief, and willingly suffer-
ing for you, for me, to a depth and in a man-
ner we will never have to know, is blessed 
salve for whatever onerous burdens we bear.

Here’s Paul again: “If we are children, then 
we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in 
order that we may also share in his glory. I 
consider that our present sufferings are not 
worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager 
expectation for the children of God to be re-
vealed. For the creation was subjected to frus-
tration, not by its own choice, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope that the 
creation itself will be liberated from its bond-
age to decay and brought into the freedom and 
glory of the children of God” (Rom. 8:17-18).

. . . And then christ rose – the “firstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep.” What a 

spectacular future awaits us! 
Lord, let at last thing angels come, 
to Abr’ham’s bosum bear me home,
that I may die unfearing;
and in its narrow chamber keep
my body safe in peaceful sleep
until Thy reappearing.
And then from death awaken me,
that these mine eyes with joy may see,
O Son of God, thy glorious face,
my Savior and my fount of grace.
Lord Jesus Christ! My prayer attend, 
my prayer attend!
And I will praise thee without end!        
     Text by Martin schalling, 1532-1608, 

tr. Catherine Winkworth.
     Tune: HERZLICH LIEB, 

Orgeltabulatur-Buch, 1577.
Marian (mvantil@roadrunner.com) is a 

former CC editor living inYoungstown, N.Y.

Imagine there’s no heaven 
It’s easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us only sky. 
Imagine all the people 
    living for today 
Imagine there’s no countries 
It isn’t hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion too. 

Imagine all the people living life in peace 
You, you may say  
I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one 
I hope some day you’ll join us 
And the world will be as one.
I was struck by this song again as Yuna 

Kim, the Korean silver medal figure skater, 
performed her gala skate to it. This might 
have caught my attention because I had just 
seen The Lego Movie about imagination and 
because I was wrestling with imagining the 
future.

John Lennon’s song “Imagine” has been 
called the Humanist’s hymn or anthem. Some 
Christians do not like it because they see it as 
attacking religion and the concepts of heaven 
and hell. I cannot dismiss it so easily. It should 
challenge our imagination and the distortions 
of bad theology and religious strife. 

Heaven and hell
Theologian N. T. Wright in his book Sur-

prised by Hope does a wonderful job of chal-
lenging a poor theology and imagination of 
heaven. Wright explains how Jesus’ bodily 
resurrection shows that the restoration of this 
creation, not a disembodied heaven, is the 
goal of God’s redemption. We are not to be 
so heavenly-minded that we are of no earthly 
good. Can we imagine a Christianity that is 
more about this world now and heaven on 
earth than about a future heaven elsewhere?

Meanwhile, hell is a hot topic in Christian 
discussions today. Rob Bell in Love Wins 
has made a popular challenge to the way 
Christians have thought about hell. Francis 
Chan has responded in Erasing Hell. In The 
Annihilation of Hell, Nik Ansell wrestles 
with the concept of hell in the theology of 
Jurgen Moltmann and highlights God’s final 
victory even over hell. The good news is 
more than Johnathan Edwards’ Sinners in the 
Hands of an Angry God. Scaring the hell out 
of people is not the best way to present the 
Christian message. Can we imagine helping 
people now in their present experiences of 
hell, of torment, of hopelessness, of feeling 
separated from God and others?

The Lego Movie (besides being one gi-

ant advertisement) is about imagination. It 
is about taking what is and creating new 
things. It is about culture. This requires 
imagination, not just following instructions. 
Too many Christians treat the Christian life 
as one of obedience to the rules. Yes, there 
are rules, but they are not the whole of our 
calling. The rules are there to give a founda-
tion and structure for life. Within this there 
is true freedom to be creative, to imagine 
new things, to extend heaven on earth.

Imaginary worship
How can we stimulate our Christian 

imagination? Worship, the word and work. 
We need richly imaginative worship. We 

need to have styles of worship that change 
our pictures of reality and of the future. 
• Orthodox worship gives us an experi-

ence of being transported into the Divine 
Liturgy of the heavenly throne room to 
give us a vision of God with us.

• Roman Catholic worship focuses on 
christ’s sacrifice to deliver us from suf-
fering, sin and death into mission.

• Traditional mainline Protestant worship 
brings us into the story of God’s work in 
the world centred in Christ to give mean-
ing to our work.

• Reformed worship leads us into a re-
newed covenant with God to be his peo-
ple in the world.

• Pentecostal worship helps us experience 
the power of God’s Spirit with us and in 
us for new life.
All these are ways to stimulate our imagi-

nation to live differently today, in peace with 
God and with each other. The word gives us 
images to change how we view reality, espe-
cially when our imagination is failing. Then 
we can go out to live and work expressing 
the new world of heaven on earth.

Imagination prayer
You, you may say  
I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one 
I hope some day you’ll join us 
And the world will live as one.
This is my prayer.
“Now to him who is able to do immea-

surably more than all we ask or imagine, ac-
cording to his power that is at work within 
us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for 
ever and ever! Amen” (Eph. 3:20–21).

Rev. Tom Wolthuis is a minister in the Christian 
Reformed Church. He lives in Toronto where he was 

the President of the Institute for Christian Studies.
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Sonya VanderVeen Feddema
In Pakistan, a country where girls’ births 

aren’t celebrated, Malala’s parents disregarded 
that norm. She says, “I was a girl in a land 
where rifles are fired in celebration of a son, 
while daughters are hidden away behind a 
curtain, their role in life simply to prepare food 
and give birth to children.” The fact that her 
father loved her as passionately as he loved his 
sons was perhaps the most significant factor in 
the direction Malala’s life took. Because her 
father always said, “Malala will be free as a 
bird,” she decided from a very early age that 
her life would be different from that of other 
women and girls in her culture.

Malala and her family lived in Swat, which 
became part of Pakistan in 1969, a decision 
many Swatis were unhappy with. Pakistan itself 
was “created as the world’s first homeland for 
Muslims” on Aug. 14, 1947. The young coun-
try’s history was riddled with three wars against 

india, as well as military coups. one of the most significant developments for Malala’s 
life was the islamization campaign launched by General Zia in the late 1970s and early 
80s. Under his regime, women’s lives became restricted and, in many cases, unbearable. 
Malala explains, “General Zia brought in Islamic laws which reduced a woman’s evidence 
in court to count for only half that of a man’s. Soon our prisons were full of cases like that 
of a 13-year-old girl who was raped and became pregnant and was then sent to prison for 
adultery because she couldn’t produce four male witnesses to prove it was a crime.”

When the soviets invaded Afghanistan in 1979, many Pashtuns – the people group to 
which Malala belongs, and who live in both Pakistan and Afghanistan yet don’t recognize 
the British-imposed border between the two – went to Afghanistan to fight the invaders. 
Malala points out that, ironically, many of these men were trained by sufi Mohammad, 
whose organization years later would become the Swat Taliban.

Malala was four years old on sept. 11, 2001, when Al Qaeda attacked the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon. Many people in her community had a hard time imagining 
what had happened. She says, “It seemed very far away. I had no idea what New York 
and America were. We did not realize then that 9/11 would change our world too, and 
would bring war into our valley.”

At that time, Malala’s father had realized his dream of establishing a school. Malala spent 
many of her childhood years in and around the school, long before she herself was enrolled 
as a student. During that time and in that place, girls were still allowed to attend school.

Between 2007 and 2009, the Taliban’s influence grew in swat. Because Malala’s fa-
ther championed the right of every child to have an education, he received death threats 
from the Taliban. Malala had also spoken to the media on the same theme, so her parents 
became concerned for her safety. Though Malala felt fear at times, she reasoned that the 
Taliban would not hurt a child.

She was mistaken.
on oct. 9, 2012, Malala was shot by a Taliban terrorist. While she was close to death, 

international governments and medical personnel worked together to fly her to Birming-
ham, England, where she received lifesaving surgery and necessary rehabilitation. Her 
family joined her there.

While convalescing, Malala hoped to return to Pakistan along with her family. However, that 
is not a possibility because of continued threats to their safety. In her country of asylum, Malala, 
along with her father, continues to advocate for universal access to education for all children. 

Malala has won numerous awards for her advocacy work. She was the youngest per-
son to be nominated for the nobel Peace Prize. on July 12, 2013, her 16th birthday, she 
addressed the Un in new York, calling for free education for all children.

Malala’s story is a heart-breaking narrative that exposes the cruelty suffered by mil-
lions of women and children in a part of the world where many people believe that “the 
stone of revenge never decays” and that a family’s honour must be upheld no matter the 
cost, even to the extent of murdering one’s own daughter who might desire education or 
a life and relationships outside the cultural norm.

I learned much about Islam through Malala’s thoughts and experi-
ences. I was continually struck by the bondage that the continual need 
to prove one’s righteousness imposes on Muslims, as opposed to the 
freedom that Christ has won for his children, and the lives of gratitude 
we may live in response to “his indescribable gift” (2 cor. 9:15). 

Sonya (sonyavf55@hotmail.com) is a 
free-lance writer living in St. Catharines, Ont.

Adam Fleming Petty
Walk into bookstore. (Quick, while you still 

can!) Ask the friendly bookseller where you can 
find memoirs. “sure, they’re over this way,” the 
bookseller will say. “Are you looking for one in 
particular?” Don’t answer this question; instead, as 
soon as you arrive in the memoir section, ask where 
you can find nature writing. “nature writing?” the 
bookseller will say. “Yeah, we have a few titles over 
here. Who are you looking for? John McPhee?” 
Again, don’t answer; wait until you arrive at the 
shelf of nature writing, then ask if they have any 
books on folklore and mythology. “Folklore and 
mythology?” the bookseller will say. “Like Edith 
Hamilton? Maybe, over here, somewhere?”

At this point, give the bookseller a break. He’s 
winded after this running around. Now ask him if 

there’s a book that combines memoir, nature writing and folklore, as well as half a dozen 
other genres that you were too considerate to mention. “I know just what you’re looking 
for,” the bookseller will say, as booksellers are to a one astute and knowledgeable. “Here 
you go,” and he will hand you the copy of the The Faraway Nearby by Rebecca Solnit 
that he was saving for an intelligent and broad-minded reader like yourself.

Already I’ve made this book sound like a Frankenstein’s monster of a book. (In fact, 
Frankenstein is a theme that Solnit returns to throughout; is there nothing this book 
doesn’t contain?) Truthfully, The Faraway Nearby is constructed with the meticulousness 
of dollhouse furniture, all the more remarkable for being miniature. Let’s return to you, 
the reader, standing in the bookstore, book in hand, and scanning the table of contents.

You’ll notice that there are 13 chapters totaling a just-right 250 pages. however, these 13 
chapters aren’t stacked neatly one on top of another, as is usually the case. Instead, the chap-
ters curve toward and then away from the right margin, forming a crescent on the page with 
chapter seven at its apex. Look closer, and you’ll see further symmetry. chapter 1 is titled 
“Apricots”; chapter 13 is also titled “Apricots.” chapter 2 is titled “Mirrors,” and chapter 12 
is titled, you guessed it, “Mirrors,” and so on until the apex of that crescent, chapter 7, titled 
“Knot.” Elegance, composition, and you haven’t yet read the book proper. 

Alright, I hear you thinking, just tell me what the book is about. I understand, really I 
do, and promise I’ll get there in two shakes. I linger over the organization of the book only 
to emphasize that Solnit is one of those delightful writers for whom the question of how 
to tell a story is just as important as, perhaps even more important than, the story itself.

So: what’s it about? The Faraway Nearby is, perhaps more than anything, a memoir, 
one that deals with surprisingly typical memoir material: disease. Two diseases, in fact, 
as solnit is looking after her Alzheimer’s-afflicted mother when she discovers a lump 
in her own breast and undergoes surgery. Later, once she’s recovered, Solnit travels to 
Iceland on a whim, and it’s there that she conceives the book’s structure. However, the 
reader expecting tearfulness or sentimentality will be pleasantly disappointed.

“My own story in its particulars hardly interests me now,” Solnit writes. What does 
interest her? Everything else, seemingly. Let’s look at her interest in Frankenstein to get 
a sense of her mind.

When she was a child, solnit was fascinated by a film version of Mary shelley’s novel. 
she was not, however, taken with the monster, at least not at first. it was the ice that got 
her attention. Frankenstein, like so many 19th century novels, is told through a framing 
device. Victor Frankenstein travels to the arctic in search of his creation. Once there, he 
discovers a ship frozen in the ice. He meets the captain, shares his food, and begins to 
tell the story of how he got there. The novel, then, is a flashback. 

The arctic ice of the movie instilled a desire in Solnit to visit the lonesome north of our 
planet. And she does, both inwardly and outwardly. When she gets a mammogram and her 
doctor shows her the ghostly image of her breast, Solnit imagines her body as an arctic in 
miniature, a vast expanse of emptiness, one that, during the course of her treatment, she wan-
ders across like Victor Frankenstein. Later, she finds herself in iceland. The invitation arrives 
in a way that would seem implausible in a novel but fits in perfectly with the cosmic logic of 
this book. A young Icelandic man dying from leukemia read one of Solnit’s books. Before his 
death, he gave the book to his girlfriend, who happened to work for a literary society in Iceland, 
inviting writers to give talks. She was so moved by Solnit’s book that she asked her to visit.

Solnit writes of this young man, “I did not know his existence until 
after I went to Iceland, but he became a key that unlocked a door in my 
life, and perhaps I an extension of his; and I’m grateful.”

Our lives may end, but if we’re fortunate, we become stories that 
people tell. or – more to the point – books that people read. 

Adam is a writer and stay-at-home father living in Indianapolis with 
his wife and daughter. His work has appeared in The Cultural Society.

A meticulous and 
elegant life story

The Faraway Nearby 
by Rebecca Solnit
(Penguin Books, 2013).

A story of cruelty 
and courage

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for 
Education and Was Shot by the Taliban 
by Malala Yousafzai with Christina Lamb 
(Little, Brown and company, 2013).
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 James C. Dekker
“I believe in the resurrection and the life.” trouble is, 

that takes dying first. 
no one who lived in central America from 1970 through 

the mid-1990s can forget the daily danger threatening all the 
major cities except San Jose, Costa Rica. Life was perilous 
everywhere else. From nighttime bombings of infrastructure 
(the rebels’ preferred targets) to daylight abductions and 
murders (the preferred tool of government death squads in 
nicaragua, El salvador and Guatemala), every day brought 
anxiety and fear to urban dwellers. In rural areas government 
soldiers fought rebel forces, often staging battles in villages 
where many helpless civilians died as a result.

our family lived in Guatemala from August 1979 to 
September 1982. No one ever knew if a neighbour would ar-
rive home safely from university or if another neighbour might 
have reported to government goons some words or actions that 
seemed subversive. With explosions near and far, many nights 
were predictably noisy and scary; just ask our children who 
were trying to study or sleep. Some nights were completely 
dark after bombs knocked out the power over large areas. 

Guatemala was not the only blood-soaked nation in those 
mad years. Several Central American dictatorships were 
supported by the U.S. in its paranoid proxy “war against 
communism.” Many priests and nuns working with the 
urban poor were murdered. Rural development projects by 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC) 
were ruined or set back years by the lawless violence. 

Oddly though, we developed a peaceful family life. Our 
children attended a catholic girls’ school; my wife rose 
taught children of fellow expatriates in a home daycare. 
Working for Christian Reformed World Missions (CRWM), 
i was seconded to the Guatemalan Presbyterian church 
(GPC) as a seminary teacher. Close friends and colleagues 
dealt with the crueler realities.

Noel Vargas – teacher and evangelist in Nicaragua
i met noel Vargas in 1978 at san Jose’s seminario Biblico 

de America Latina; he was finishing a Master’s degree. 
Presbyterian colleague richard crane and i audited courses 
there, augmenting our year-long spanish courses as we 
prepared for mission work. A slight, quiet, single man in his 
mid-20s, Noel would soon return to his native Nicaragua. He 
would plant a Baptist church in a mountain village, a bumpy 
bus ride of several hours from Managua. To support himself, 
he would teach in the village’s small elementary school. 

in early 1979 noel left san Jose to begin his dual voca-
tion of teacher and evangelist. Shortly before we moved to 
Guatemala, he returned for a visit. Over meals and at a party, 
noel riveted us with reports of the dangers, challenges and 
blessings of life in an impoverished peasant village. Despite 
its remoteness, Nicaragua’s feared “Guardia Nacional” ha-
rassed and arbitrarily terrorized the village. 

The “Guardia” was the personal army of Anastasio 
somoza and his son whose main purpose was to protect 
their ill-gotten gains from a 40-year-tyranny. The Somozas 
had been U.S. allies since Franklin Roosevelt’s presidency. 
Their rogue dictatorship protected U.S. businesses, chief 
among them the United Fruit Company – you know, Chiquita 
Banana. At least six U.S. administrations well knew the 
regime’s brutality, turning a blind eye to its horrors as the 
cost of doing business in Nicaragua. Once, conversing with 
Roosevelt, an aid called Somoza Sr. “a bastard.” Roosevelt 
replied, “At least he’s our bastard.”

in that precarious situation, noel was trying to teach 
kids whose ancestors had been illiterate beyond memory. 
Generations had worked family plots in the mountains, some 
share-cropping for Somoza-run enterprises. All survived on 
beans and corn they grew and on rice they bought, surviving 
with little money or cultural foundation. 

An early-1979 reunion in san Jose marked the last time 
I saw Noel. Civil war raged in Nicaragua, pitting Somoza’s 
forces against Sandinista guerrillas. One reason the Sandinistas 
were victorious over somoza in late 1979 was that Jimmy 
Carter’s administration was gradually cutting U.S. military 
aid – too little, too late. After taking power, the Sandinistas 
promised land reforms by nationalizing Somoza’s empire. 
For the first time in memory, Noel’s villagers hoped for better 
lives. Anastasio Jr. fled to Paraguay, dying months later when 
his Mercedes was bombed one morning – which reminded me 
of something I’d read about reaping what one sows.

Death of a school teacher 
Fast forward two years. Ronald Reagan’s government 

had overturned many of Carter’s policies. Under Reagan, 
the U.S. funded, trained and supplied the “Contras.” They 
started guerrilla action against the sandinistas to root out 
supposed communism. Another civil war threatened.

contra forces regularly scouted the region of noel’s vil-
lage. The villagers were enthusiastic, though naïve, support-
ers of Sandinista promises. One afternoon a Contra patrol 
surrounded the village. Troops burst into every home, café, 

store, business and the school. They forced all adult males 
into the town square and executed them as punishment for 
supporting the Sandinistas. I found out months later that 
Noel and his male colleagues were among the murdered. A 
memorial service was held at San Jose’s Seminario Biblico.

having moved to Guatemala in August 1979, we mourned 
from a distance. By then I was teaching Church History and 
Hebrew at Universidad Mariano Galvez, the nation’s first 
Protestant university. As well I was “Director” of three ex-
tension centres of the Presbyterian seminary of Guatemala 
– maybe the title was somewhat lofty, but it was wonderful 
pastoral work. We knew the political situation was unstable, 
but also realized that Gospel opportunities often take root 
in rocky, hostile soil. 

Missionary family life in Guatemala
though life was tense, our three years in Guatemala gave 

us the longest time ever of living close to immediate family. 
Rose’s sister Paula Limburg, her husband Peter and their three 
daughters lived two kilometres west. Peter was CRWRC’s 
Latin America Director, organizing earthquake relief in 
Nicagarua in 1972. The Limburgs moved to Guatemala after 
the February 4, 1976 earthquake there killed more than 20,000.

Our families visited, played and prayed often. We gave 
thanks when our third daughter Jessica was born in september 
1981. Now both families boasted three daughters. Their fre-
quent playdates occasioned unplanned hilarity. Twice in three 
weeks our middle daughter Anna lopped off cousin Peggy’s 
once-long blond hair. Peggy tried to avenge herself, but her 
weapon of choice was a staple remover instead of scissors. I 
only learned about this last Christmas.

All the while God was growing the seminary extension 
centres that delivered pastoral training to homes and people 
far from the school’s physical headquarters. I never loved my 
work more than during those three years of organizing and 
teaching. Travelling hundreds of kilometres weekly, I never 
experienced danger. I passed through military checkpoints 
with no trouble. Once a soldier saw a Bible (strategically 
placed) on the passenger seat. He asked, “Are you a Protestant 
[evangelico] missionary?” I said, “Yes.” He sent me on my 
way; Protestant missionaries never caused trouble.

Still, daily life could be risky. We consulted often with 
Mennonite friends and CRWM colleagues: should we remain 
in Guatemala? When is the ambient danger too high? No one 
could answer definitively, since so many factors came into 
play. Sure, bombs exploded, and military checkpoints cre-

Shards of a missionary’s memories: Central America in the late '70s and early '80s

Baptism of Jessica Dekker in the Dekkers’ backyard in Guatemala, October 1981. Jim Dekker teaching at the Guatemalan Presbyterian Seminary in Teculutan, Guatemala.
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ated long traffic delays, complicating the trips to extension 
centres. Yet we knew no personal danger. We were as vigilant 
as we knew how. Our children’s school was only two blocks 
from home. On our days off, we drove an hour to Pacific 
Ocean beaches. We attended evening movies in downtown 
Guatemala City. Life seemed blessed despite the tension.

My day-to-day work with the seminary was interesting 
and demanding. I was also accepted as an ordained minister 
in the GPC. Soon I was appointed co-pastor with my friend 
Rev. Osmundo Ponce at La Transfiguracion, a congrega-
tion a few kilometres from our home. I shared duties with 
osmundo, preaching once a month, leading worship, cele-
brating the sacraments and visiting the sick. Once I officiated 
at an old gentleman’s funeral in Osmundo’s absence. 

‘Church work’ different in Guatemala
i came to know more colleagues and congregations 

spread from the western highlands and coastlands to the 
plateau region near Guatemala city, down to the river val-
leys east of the city towards the Caribbean. The GPC em-
braces “Ladinos” (people of mixed Spanish and indigenous 
ancestry) and people from three distinct Mayan language 
groups. In the 1980s some 28 Mayan linguistic groups lived 
in Guatemala and southern Mexico. Today the Maya still 
account for more than two-thirds of Guatemala’s population. 

in the mid-1970s the GPc honoured this historic demo-
graphic by establishing an “Indigenous Presbytery.” The 
Mayan congregations of Quiche (kee-chay), Maya-Quiche 
and K’ekchi melded into one ethnic judicatory, distinct 
from other geographically-bounded presbyteries. Thus, 
Mayan Presbyterians could to do together what they had 
not been able to try separately. Their first accomplishment 
was to overture the GPC to strike the “Presbyterian Interests 
Committee.” Reformed people around the world “do church” 
via committees; Guatemalans were no exception. 

“Presbyterian Interests Committee” (PIC) sounds prosaic, 
but delegates to May 1981’s synod knew the title masked 
its true purpose, namely, to assist indigenous Presbyterian 
communities to secure titles for land they were occupying. 
squatters’ rights have long been an important, albeit risky, 
part of Latin American law. They permit families or entire 
communities to occupy undeveloped land, build dwellings 
and farm. If, after a given period, no titled landowner claims 
the land or arranges share-cropping contracts with the squat-
ters, the land may be deeded to them for legal costs only.

I was appointed to the committee. I knew nothing about 
land reform except its dangers. But the church wanted a 
gringo missionary as a committee member to lend inter-
national identity and connection. Perhaps that would influ-
ence those who generally opposed land reforms and squat-
ters’ rights. A white member might allow the committee to 
work in reasonable safety. After all, everybody thought, no 
one would harm an American Protestant missionary.

When ‘Presbyterian interests’ become land reform
two Presbyterian K’ekchi communities had been forced 

off crowded, worn-out farms in the western highlands more 
than 20 years before. They had been squatting on large areas 
in the eastern valleys since. A long-time elder of a Guatemala 
city congregation helped one K’ekchi group settle on a large 
section of unused, virtually uncleared jungle he owned near 
Lake Izabal. From the start he made it clear he wished eventu-
ally to sell the land for a fair price and deed it to the K’ekchi.

The other group settled nearby in the same watershed. 
The land’s owners were unknown. By 1982 this area was 
about 11 hours from Guatemala city by bus or motorized 
dugout. Back in the 60s, the trek in paddled dugouts or by 
bus took two days. Despite the distance, both communities 
maintained more or less regular communication with the 
GPC through the elder/landowner.

In the 1970s CRWRC sent a Guatemalan promoter to assist 
the squatters in both settlements with appropriate technology 
and basic development skills. The promoter was welcomed 
by the settlers. Within a few years both groups were thriving 
as never before. Permanent dwellings were built. With pre-
ventive health, nutrition and literacy classes, plus agricultural 
assistance and new seed, the villages grew. Crop surpluses for 
market and domestic use were harvested for the first time. 
Most babies no longer died before age five, a cruel fact of life 
here in previous years. (Most indigenous people didn’t name 
babies until they were at least six weeks old; a name forged 
a bond too often destroyed by early death.) When I travelled 
to these areas, I often thought of Isaiah 65’s promises of the 
new heaven and new earth. Who would have thought of New 
Jerusalem sprouting in Guatemala’s jungle? 

the community squatting on the land with no known 
owner requested support from the Pic to obtain a com-
munal title. For ten months the community made signifi-
cant progress, thanks largely to a lawyer on the committee. 
Boundaries were projected, rough surveys made. The villa-
gers began saving the money they were now earning from the 
markets where they sold surplus corn, honey and vegetables. 
Even if there was no owner, the legal costs to obtain title 
would be significant. The committee had done good work.

In May 1982 the GPC held its five-day synod in the com-
munity. The highlight of that gathering was a ceremony in 
which farmers and their families lined up for over an hour 
to deposit more than $5,000 in trust of the committee, each 
deposit logged and affirmed by signature or mark. Then they 
all witnessed me stuff their $5,000 into my backpack which 
i delivered to the GPc treasurer as soon as i returned home 
at week’s end.

Gospel-based community development as subversion
Meanwhile both villages had begun to draw unwelcome 

attention to themselves – unintentionally. Their farmers were 
selling goods cheaper than other vendors at area markets. 
suspicion grew; farmers returned from market reporting 
threats. One day a bus was stopped at a military checkpoint. 
soldiers escorted a masked person who walked down the 
aisle and pointed to a passenger – the communities’ young 
pastor, Jose. They arrested him as a suspected “commun-
ist” because he was a leader in a village of poor people on 
the rise. That’s what the Gospel of eternal life in Jesus does 
on earth when communicated via worship, education and 
international solidarity. The pastor disappeared into military 
custody. His community sent word to the GPC of the abduc-
tion and asked for prayers.

For two weeks Presbyterians in Guatemala and beyond 
prayed for the pastor. One afternoon Alfonso Macz, a CRWRC 
promoter for both K’ekchi villages, called me: “Pastor Jose 
is safe. He escaped from the military.” I’m sure I turned pale; 
you never say such things over the phone. We suspected our 
phones were tapped. Alfonso continued, “May we come to 
your house tomorrow?” Who would think twice? “Of course.”

Alfonso and Jose arrived early next afternoon. Jose had 

no identification. The soldiers had confiscated his papers. 
remarkably he and Alfonso never encountered a checkpoint 
on the way to Guatemala City – rare indeed. When they ar-
rived, i learned that, after gruesome torture, Jose had escaped 
and bushwhacked undetected through rivers and jungle for a 
week to reach his village. His wounds still festered. 

A friend and i took Jose to a trusted doctor for treat-
ment. Then we put him into a network of safe houses in 
locations completely unknown to Rose and me. We had 
arranged them long before, hoping never needing to use 
them. Pastor Jose disappeared, safely underground. We 
sighed our prayers of thanks.

two weeks later, Alfonso and fellow promoter ricardo 
Pop never arrived at a scheduled meeting in Guatemala 
City. That was not unusual when people relied on public 
transportation from distant places.

But two days later, on September 9, 1982, my CRWRC 
colleague Jim Boldenow, visiting from costa rica, and 
Guatemala Director Moises Colop were returning in my car to 
our home after visiting development sites in the city. Vehicles 
belonging to the secret police boxed in the car in front of our 
girls’school. Thinking Jim was me, they bound and kidnapped 
him and roared off (The Banner, January 2013.)

Moises drove to my home; Rose awoke me from a nap. 
We rushed to the U.S. Embassy to report Jim Boldenow’s ab-
duction. Our family went into hiding with friends overnight, 
knowing nothing of Jim’s fate. The next morning, September 
10, 1982, armed guards from the U.S. embassy picked us up 
at our refuge. Jim had been released after seven terrible hours 
of interrogation by secret police, whose location and modus 
operandi U.S. embassy officials knew all along. Our guards 
escorted us to the door of an Air Mexico plane. Minutes later 
we flew off to safety in Costa Rica.

No one ever fully pieced together what had happened. 
Eventually, friends in Guatemala got word to us that ricardo 
Pop was never seen again. Two years later a Pentecostal pas-
tor found Alfonso Macz in Pavon Prison on Guatemala’s out-
skirts. He’d been driven insane and was catatonic, tortured 
by interrogators in repeated attempts to locate the people 
who had sheltered Pastor Jose. Three other Presbyterian 
colleagues and their families soon moved for three years to 
Costa Rica for safety. I have not returned to Guatemala since.

thirty-one years later, i can’t count the times i’ve puzzled 
why Jim Boldenow and i survived to worked in peace 
and with blessing since then. My tentative answers al-
ways crumble when they crash into this sadness: Central 
American colleagues died violently or fled after the events 
I’ve described. Occasionally my memory still blisters with 
survivor guilt. In Ecclesiastes 3, I read, “For everything there 
is a time and a purpose for everything under heaven.” I still 
don’t know what that is. 

Jim Dekker served with CRWM for nine 
years in Costa Rica, Guatemala, Venezuela 

and Cuba. In the next issue of CC, Dekker will 
write about what the CRC, particularly Clas-

sis Alberta North, is doing in Cuba today.

Jim Dekker baptizing an adult believer, La Transfiguracion 
Presbyterian Church, Guatemala City.

Jim teaching in a pastors’ workshop in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, 1982.
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Kevin DeYoung
With two landmark 

gay marriage cases be-
fore the supreme court 
we are already seeing a 
flurry of articles, posts, 
tweets, and status updates 
about the triumph it will 
be when America finally 
embraces equality for all 
and allows homosexuals 
to love each other. These 
tweets and posts and arti-
cles perfectly capture the 
reason why the arguments 
for gay marriage have be-

come so persuasive so fast. Given the assumptions and 
patterns of thinking our culture has embraced in the last 
50 years, the case for gay marriage is relatively easy to 
make and the case against it makes increasingly little sense.

i don’t think the arguments for gay marriage are bib-
lically faithful, logically persuasive or good for human 
flourishing in the long run, but they are almost impossible 
to overcome with most Americans, especially in younger 
generations. By and large, people don’t support gay mar-
riage because they’ve done a lot of reading and soul 
searching, just like people didn’t oppose it on high flying 
intellectual grounds either. For a long time, homosexuality 
seemed weird or gross. Now it seems normal. More than 
that, it fits in perfectly with the dominant themes and nar-
ratives shared in our culture. Gay marriage is the logical 
conclusion to a long argument, which means convincing 
people it’s a bad idea requires overturning some of our most 
cherished values and most powerful ideologies.

Think of all the ways gay marriage fits in with our cul-
tural mood and assumptions.

1. It’s about progress
Linking the pro-gay agenda with civil rights and 

women’s rights was very intentional, and it was a master-
stroke. To be against gay marriage, therefore, is to be 
against enlightenment and progress. It puts you on the 
“wrong side of history.” Of course, most people forget that 
lots of discarded ideas were once hailed as the inevitable 
march of progress. Just look at Communism or eugenics 
or phrenology or the Volt. But people aren’t interested in 
the complexities of history. We only know we don’t want 
to be like the nincompoops who thought the sun revolved 
around the earth and that slavery was okay.

2. It’s about love
When gay marriage is presented as nothing but the open 

embrace of human love, it’s hard to mount a defense. Who 
could possibly be against love? But hidden in this simple 

reasoning is the cultural assumption that sexual intercourse 
is necessarily the highest, and perhaps the only truly ful-
filling, expression of love. It’s assumed that love is always 
self-affirming and never self-denying. It’s assumed that 
our loves never require redirection. Most damagingly, our 
culture (largely because of heterosexual sins) has come to 
understand marriage as nothing but the state sanctioning 
of romantic love. The propagation and rearing of children 
do not come into play. The role in incentivizing socially 
beneficial behavior is not in the public eye. People think of 
marriage as nothing more than the commitment (of what-
ever duration) which romantic couples make to each other.

3. It’s about rights
it’s not by accident the movement is called the gay rights 

movement. And I don’t deny that many gays and lesbians 
feel their fundamental human rights are at stake in the con-
troversy over marriage. But the lofty talk of rights blurs an 
important distinction. Do consenting adults have the right 
to enter a contract of their choosing? It depends. Businesses 
don’t have a right to contract for collusion. Adults don’t 
have a right to enter into a contract that harms the public 
good. And even if you think these examples are beside the 
point, the fact remains that no law prohibits homosexuals 
(or any two adults) from making promises to each other, 
from holding a ceremony, from entering into a covenant 
with each other. The question is whether the government 
should bestow upon that contract the name of marriage 
with all the rights and privileges thereto.

4. It’s about equality
recently, i saw a prominent christian blogger tweet 

that she was for gay marriage because part of loving our 
neighbor is desiring they get equal justice under the law. 
Few words in the American lexicon elicit such broad sup-
port as “equality.” No one wants to be for unequal treatment 
under the law. But the issue before the Supreme Court is 
not equality, but whether two laws – one voted in by the 
people of california and the other approved by our demo-
cratically elected officials – should be struck down. Equal 
treatment under the law means the law is applied the same 
to everyone. Gay marriage proponents desire to change the 
law so that marriage becomes something entirely differ-
ent. Surveys often pose the question “Should it be legal or 
illegal for gay and lesbian couples to marry?” That makes 
it sound like we are criminalizing people for commitments 
they make. The real issue, however, is whether the state has 
a vested interest in sanctioning, promoting and privileging 
certain relational arrangements. Is it unjust for the state 
not to recognize as marriage your group of four friends, 
close cousins or an office suite just because they want their 
commitments to be called marriage?

5. It’s about tolerance
increasingly, those who oppose gay marriage are not 

just considered wrong or mistaken or even benighted. They 
are anti-gay haters. As one minister put it, gay marriage 
will eventually triumph because love is stronger than hate. 
Another headline rang out that “discrimination is on trial” 
as the supreme court hears arguments on Proposition 8 
and DOMA. The stark contrast is clear: either you support 
gay marriage or you are a bigot and a hater. It’s no wonder 
young people are tacking hard to left on this issue. They 
don’t want to be insensitive, close-minded or intolerant. 
the notion that thoughtful, sincere, well-meaning, com-
passionate people might oppose gay marriage is a fleeting 
thought.

so what can be done? the momentum, the media, the 

slogans, the meta-stories all seem to be on the other side. 
now what?

For starters, churches and pastors and Christian par-
ents can prepare their families both intellectually and 
psychologically for the opposition that is sure to come. 
conservative christians have more kids; make sure they 
know what the Bible says and know how to think.

We should also remember that the church’s mission 
in life is not to defeat gay marriage. While too many 
christians have already retreated, there may be others who 
reckon that everything hangs in the balance on this one 
issue. Let’s keep preaching, persevering, pursuing joy and 
praying for conversions. Christians should care about the 
issue, and then carry on.

And if we are interested in being persuasive outside of 
our own churches, we’ll have to do several things better.

1) We need to go back several steps in each argument. 
We’ll never get a hearing on this issue, or a dozen other 
issues, unless we trace out the assumptions behind the as-
sumptions behind the arguments behind the conclusions.

2) We need more courage. the days of social acceptability 
for evangelicals, let alone privilege, are fading fast in many 
parts of the country. If we aren’t prepared to be counter-
cultural we aren’t ready to be Christians. And we need 
courage not only to say what the Bible says, but to dare 
say what almost no one will say – that gay sex is unnatural 
and harmful to the body, that abandoning gender distinc-
tions will be catastrophic for our society and for children, 
and that monogamy and exclusivity is often understood 
differently in the gay community.

3) We need more creativity. statements and petitions and 
manifestos have their place, but what we really need is 
more than words and documents. We need artists and 
journalists and movie makers and story tellers and spoken 
word artists and comedians and actors and rappers and 
musicians who are galvanized by the truth to sing and speak 
and share in such a way that makes sin look strange and 
righteousness look normal.

4) We need a both-and approach. in the months ahead 
i imagine we’ll see christians wrestle with whether the 
best way forward is to form new arguments that appeal to 
people where they’re at, or whether we simply need to keep 
preaching the truth and trust God to give some people the 
ears to hear. I’m convinced we need to do both. Let’s keep 
preaching, teaching, and laboring for faithful churches. 
Let’s be fruitful and multiply. Let’s train our kids in the 
way they should go. Let’s keep sharing the good news 
and praying for revival. And let’s also find ways to make 
the truth plausible in a lost world. Not only the truth about 
marriage, but the truth about life and sex and creation and 
beauty and family and freedom and a hundred other things 
humans tend to forget on this side of Adam. The cultural 
assumptions in our day are not on our side, but if the last 
50 years has shown us anything, 
it’s that those assumptions can 
change more quickly than we 
think. 

Kevin DeYoung is Senior 
Pastor at the University Re-

formed Church in East Lansing, 
Michigan. He is also the author 

of Crazy Busy: A (Mercifully) 
short Book about a (really) Big 

Problem (Crossway, 2013).

Why the arguments for gay marriage are persuasive

This third installment of our series on homosexuality 
articulates the traditional perspective, focusing specif-
ically on same sex marriage within American culture. 
christian courier thanks Kevin DeYoung, popular 
author and Senior Pastor at the University Reformed 
Church (RCA) in East Lansing, Mich., for permission 
to reprint this blog post from The Gospel Coalition's 
website. Further posts on the topic by DeYoung, in-
cluding “five commitments to those struggling with 
same sex attraction in our midst,” specifically recom-
mended for our readers by the author, can be found at 
thegospelcoalition.org. – the Editors
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We sit in a circle 
of sunlight on the rug, 
Kasher on my lap and 
Aiden beside me, and we 
open the children’s Bible, 
and we choose a story. 

They like the exciting ones. The ones about Noah 
and the ark, about David and Goliath, about three 
men being thrown in a fiery furnace.

But children’s Bibles don’t tell everything. 
they don’t say how the waters rose up over nurs-
ing mothers. They don’t say how God drowned 
children in that flood, how that rainbow wasn’t 
just a pretty picture in the sky but an emblem 
marking the end of God’s wrath against humanity. 
children’s Bibles don’t talk about the fact that 
Jesus told us to hate our families in comparison 
to how much we love him: how we are fooling 
ourselves if we think we’re living the gospel if 
we haven’t visited those in prison or opened up 
our homes to the homeless or fed the hungry or 
given water to the thirsty.

no, children’s Bibles leave out a lot, but even 
now, as my boys go to bed they say, “Mommy – we 
need to help those kids, the ones without food or 
water or beds or homes, right?”

“Yes, we do. Jesus says if we love him we’ll 
help his people.”

And if i forget even one night to pray for those 
kids, Aiden reminds me, because the thing about 
children? They are pure in heart. And they recog-
nize – and despise – hypocrisy. We lose that purity 
as we age. Unless we keep pulling our eyes up to 
heaven, our hearts grow cold.

And the children’s Bible is all we read. Because 
we cannot make sense of the truth. Of the reality 
that a good God would do hard things. Would al-
low suffering and pain and horror.

We have to decide, though.
We have to decide if we really believe in God, 

or if we’re just clinging to the PG-rated version 
of Jesus, the sunday-school edition, the photo-
shopped Saviour, because that’s safer. It lets us 
stay in our nice homes with our nice jobs, big 
TVs and hummers.

But unless we accept the r-rated, unedited 
version of the gospel, unless we accept that we 
don’t know everything and we can’t understand it 
all but we fall on our knees before a mighty God 
who is good and just and loving, we might miss 
the boat. The Noah’s Ark boat. And we might 

never enter heaven.
i’ve come home from Africa; it’s been a month 

now and i can’t shake the feeling that the truest 
christians i’ve ever met live on a continent that is 
starving to death. But the joy – oh, the exuberant 
joy that leapt off their faces. The children who 
ran barefoot in the slums, along streams filled 
with garbage; the women who hugged my white 
skin tight, whose eyes lit up with love for this rich 
foreigner. I didn’t understand it.

“You should be angry at me!” I wanted to yell. 
“Why do you love me? I come from a place that 
has everything, and here you struggle to feed your 
babies. Why do you love me?”

Because their faith is not dependent on ma-
terial blessing. They don’t believe the lie of the 
prosperity gospel.

They’ve faced suffering. They’ve walked 
through the fire. They have no choice but to 
acknowledge the hard reality that this life will 
be difficult but that our circumstances do not 
determine the character of a good God.

Their joy is not rooted in earth. Their joy is 
rooted in heaven – in the reality of a God who is 
bigger than this temporary existence.

i was telling my friend about these men, 
women and children, about how they still cry, 
“Praise God – he is so good to me,” even after 
losing their families to genocide. “But what 
reason do they have to think God is good?” my 
church-going friend said. 

Beyond measure
The thing is – God’s goodness is not measur-

able. It is a fact. It is not weakened by suffering or 
strengthened by blessing. It is a spiritual charac-
teristic that these people have learned to trust no 
matter what happens in their physical life.

Are we ready to close the children’s Bible 
and open up the grown-up, hard translation of 
scripture? the kind that tells us how to be real 
christians? the kind that, if we wade through the 
difficult stuff, will reveal to us an awe-inspiring 
God who is just longing to make himself known?

Because while we fool ourselves, children are 
dying from hunger.

Wars are waging and marriages are collapsing, 
waiting for the church to rise up and start living 
like Jesus. 

Emily Wierenga is an artist, writer and speaker. 
Please visit emilywierenga.com for more information.

The R-rated version 
of the gospel       

   Artful Eye 

SHOE RACK
Painted metal with room to spare
for more pairs of sneakers and sandals
I await their arrival in my magic space,
the hall which transforms our guest
from outside, front-porch acquaintance
to inside, living-room friend.
I wait in the place between outside and in.
The guest at this bubble-thin threshold will pass
from the cool air of surface acquaintance
to the deeper warmth of friend.
The guest sees me and hesitates,
for shoes hide dry and calloused soles
and the holes and threadbare spots in our socks.
But vulnerable is what they decide
and I get to know their shoes.
From the scent of treads and insoles
and the look of their laces
I know they have trodden
on newly-mown grass, on gum-dotted halls,
on a sun-scorched asphalt parking lot.
They have walked through a morning
argument and lunch-hour stress.
But here, the guests choose to remove
their shoes and walk barefoot
on the holy ground of friendship,
for the souls in this home
walk barefoot, too.

Monica Sharman

Monica Sharman is a 
freelance editor and Assis-
tant Editor at tweetspeak 
Poetry. She is also a Bible 
teacher, songwriter and 
writer of children's fiction. 

Say hello via twitter (@monicasharman) or 
her blog monicasharman.wordpress.com.

This work originally appeared in Catapult 
magazine (catapultmagazine.com), an online 
periodical for storytelling toward connected 
lives, and is reprinted with permission.

Deborah DeBoer is a 
photographer living in 

Wyoming, Ont. Find more 
information at lavender-

risephotography.com.

Photo by Deborah DeBoer

Gathering Light
Emily Wierenga



Angela Reitsma Bick’s editorial, “The 
Courage to Lead,” (CC, Jan. 13, 2014) 
resonates for several reasons. The first 
is the powerful rush of identification 
as she describes a gradual process of 
surrendering leadership to meet cultural 
expectations. The second is a poignant 
sadness that this relinquishment is still 

true of her generation. The third is an affirmation of her 
insights that, one, women have experienced prejudice 
and exclusion throughout history, and, two, that women 
bear a measure of responsibility for this sad fact them-
selves. This is not an easy or politically correct thing to 
say, the truth threading uneasily through those two poles.

I just watched the trailer for Miss Representation 
(film.missrepresentation.org), a 2011 documentary that 
exposes the blatant bias against women in the media. 
Sexist images abound; many are degrading and violent 
in the extreme. Broadcasters comment snidely on Hillary 
Clinton’s appearance – “haggard, looking like she’s 
92” – or crudely demand of Sarah Palin – “so, breast 
implants, did you have them or not?” A headline labels 
Condi Rice a “dominatrix.” At age seven, says one study, 
boys and girls aspire in equal numbers to be President. 
By age 15, a massive gap emerges. Girls opt out. Marie 
Wilson of The White House Project says, “You can’t be 
what you can’t see.” 

On the other hand, trending author Elizabeth Gilbert, 
(Eat, Pray, Love; The Signature of All Things) recently 
wrote in The Shriver Report that it’s time for women to 
own and honour the freedoms that previous generations 
have won on their behalf. “It is down to us now,” she 
says, qualifying her assertion by noting that she is not 
addressing women in the developing world but her peers 
in western culture. Nobody, she points out, can do this 
for women other than women themselves: “I am a female 
with biological, financial and emotional autonomy. Such 
a thing was never heard of before. Ever.” 

These are secular viewpoints. Like Reitsma Bick, I 
look to God’s Word. What I find there is liberating. I am 
made in God’s image. I have been commanded to partici-
pate in the cultural mandate: “So God created mankind 
in his own image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. God blessed them 
and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; 
fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea 
and the birds in the sky and over every living creature 
that moves on the ground’ (Gen. 1:27, 28, italics added). 
Indisputably, women are called to leadership along-
side men. That creational command became muddied 

and misinterpreted due to a prescriptive rather than a 
descriptive understanding of the fall (to borrow a phrase 
from the late Bert den Boggende). 

Leader and benefactor
Recently I read an enlightening blog post by pastor 

Paul VanderKlay (leadingchurch.com) about Lydia’s 
significance in the New Testament. His conclusion is 
that Lydia is to Paul as Cornelius was to Peter – an 
unequivocal choice by an electing God to spread the 
gospel, not just to the Gentiles, shocking as that might 
be to Peter, but to women, shocking as that might be to 
Paul. 

Paul’s ministry has been detained. There were places 
he might have wished to go – Ephesus, for example, 
where he ends up later. But, for the moment, God 
forbids him to preach in Asia or Bithynia. Finally, in a 
dream, he is instructed to go to Philippi. 

Paul’s custom is to launch his ministry from a Jewish 
synagogue, but there isn’t one in Philippi. Perhaps there 
aren’t the requisite 10 Jewish men needed to start one. 
He is led, instead, to preach at a “quasi-synagogue” on 
the banks of a river, to a gathering of women, among 
whom Lydia, not a Jew but a God-fearer, has obvious 
status. 

VanderKlay writes, “What happens next is too often 
brushed over in our reading. Because she believed, she 
had her entire household, slaves, servants, children if she 
had any, baptized. What this means is that she was in a 
position, like the head of any Roman household, to make 
life and death decisions, and lifestyle choices, for every-
one that was economically and socially dependent upon 
her. She was elect, and in her election she was bring-
ing along her household. Given their social status they 
didn’t have a choice. They would all become Christians, 
the church would be in her house, and she would be the 
leader.”

In fact, Lydia challenges Paul: “‘If you consider me 
a believer in the Lord,’ she said, ‘come and stay at my 
house’” (Acts 16:15). A bold and explicit test. Would 
Paul accept her hospitality? VanderKlay references a 
passage from Lynn Cohick’s book Women in the World 
of the Earliest Christians: Illuminating Ancient Ways of 
Life: 

Lydia is a home owner, and she invites Paul and 
Silas to stay with her. Some complain that Luke 
has demoted her involvement in the Christian 
movement by denying her any leadership role. 

Two points must be argued against this conclu-
sion. First, Lydia is portrayed as a benefactor, a 
very privileged position in the Hellenistic world 
(including Judaism). We must not downplay her 
role in terms of our twenty-first-century culture 
and imagine she cooked and cleaned for them. 
By giving them a place to stay, she revealed her 
generosity, and thus was honoured by the group. 
Another female benefactor, Phoebe, was also a 
deacon (Rom.16:1-3) in the church at Cenchreae, 
a port of Corinth. Leadership and benefaction 
went hand in hand in the Greco-Roman world. 
Second, Lydia was probably the leader of the 
group that continued to meet in her home. Note 
that when Paul and Silas prepared to depart 
Philippi, they went to her house (not the jailer’s 
home) and met with the believers there. 

Found faithful
Today, because of the history of patriarchal hegemony 

in church and in society, women can still be conflicted 
about their right to have opinions or to be in the conver-
sation at all. We let our insecurities get the better of us. 
We don’t speak up. This is one of the reasons why I will 
always pray in public if asked and why I accept speak-
ing engagements even though I get nervous. Women 
need to see other women doing these things. My pastor 
friend Sue Kuipers says, “I find that when I am a guest 
preacher at another church it is the women who are 
most anxious to talk to me afterward. They usually say 
something along the lines of ‘It feels so good to hear a 
woman’s voice exploring God’s Word.’ Like you, I still 
get nervous every time I speak publicly, but it always 
feels right.”

Writer/director Jennifer Siebel Newsom of Miss 
Representation is right. Elizabeth Gilbert is right. But, 
more importantly, the Bible is right. Reitsma Bick men-
tions Deborah, Jael, Rahab and Abigail. Lydia is yet 
another woman whom God specifically elected to leader-
ship, a woman so pivotal to his divine plan that the Holy 
Spirit engineered Paul’s missionary journey on a path 
directly to her. God is still choosing women to serve him 
in every square inch of life. May we as women be found 
faithful to say, “Here I am, Lord.” 

Cathy Smith (cathy@christiancourier.ca) is features edi-
tor with CC. She lives in Wyoming, Ont.
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When I was younger and 
dreamt of hunting big game 
animals in the u.S. West, 
I encountered the idea of 
a “game protective asso-
ciation.” We had a Fish and 

Game Commission in place. But I didn’t 
know quite how “protective associations” 
differed. 

Recently, I discovered that protection 
associations originally saw “game” ani-
mals as the chief concern. Game animals 
were hunted for food and sport. So deer 
and elk and bighorn sheep were game ani-
mals. Gophers were not. The same thing 
applied to birds: Quail, grouse, ducks and 
geese were game birds. Chickadees and 
dicksissels were not. (They were often 
termed “dicky-birds,” a sometimes dis-
missive turn of phrase.) 

Game protective associations are often 
associated with the name of Aldo Leopold. 
Leopold promoted these associations for a 
number of reasons, one of which was to 
increase the numbers of game animals for 
human use. In his early years as a forester, 
suggests his biographer Curt D. Meine, 
Leopold saw predators like cougars, 
wolves and grizzly bears as creatures to be 
destroyed. 

These game associations did much 
more than advocate predator control. They 
limited hunting seasons and established 
wildlife refuges, to name but two of their 
admirable efforts, often achieved against 
much opposition.

Not too much later, Leopold saw what 
happens when predators (except for hu-
mans) are removed from a large chunk of 
land. Perhaps the most famous example of 
this was the removal of predators within 
the Kaibab National Forest in Arizona 
from 1907 to 1930. With predators re-
moved the deer population exploded, 
leading to severe over-browsing and over-
population and then consequent malnour-
ishment of the very species that predator 
control was designed to help. 

Interdependent
In later years, Leopold underwent a sort 

of conversion. Although he loved hunting, 
he began to see that human beings needed 
to change their thinking. He developed 
what became known as a land ethic, a way 
of thinking about the earth as a complex 

web of “timber, water, forage, farm, rec-
reative, game, fish and esthetic resources.”

He lamented his earlier attitude as short-
sighted. He began to urge the creation of 
wilderness areas with limited human access 
to preserve relatively natural ecosystems. 
At the same time he worked with people 
who had abused forest, farmland and water 
and helped them work as a community to 
restore what they had harmed. 

One restoration project was in Coon 
Creek, Wisconsin, where an entire com-
munity saw that controlling erosion, re-
establishing natural vegetation and imple-
menting careful farming practices could 
turn a seasonal, muddy, washed-out creek 
into a place for trout fishing as it had been 
when American pioneers first arrived. 
Wildlife and farmers both benefitted from 
this work of restoration by a community 
united in vision. 

Increased respect 
What Leopold called a land ethic is 

what many Christian individuals and or-
ganisations such as A Rocha would call 
stewardship. In our time, the name of 
David Suzuki is often associated with such 
a holistic, respectful view of living in this 
creation. As far as I know, Leopold was 
not a practising Christian, and Suzuki has 
written about how Genesis 1 and 2 have 
been used as justification for despoliation 
of creation. Yet the work of these two men 
has reminded many Christians of their cre-
ational mandate.

Leopold’s classic book, A Sand County 
Almanac, published in 1949, is worth find-
ing and reading. Selections from this book 
would be a natural fit in Christian school 
curricula, too. After reading the book you 
will probably want to view a documen-
tary called Green Fire – easily available 
– about the life of Leopold and his con-
version to developing his land ethic. It’s a 
thought-provoking book, bound to enrich 
the reader even as it asks us to consider 
whether our actions deplete or enrich the 
land around us. 

Curt Gesch grew up in Wisconsin, home 
of famous “sons” such as John Muir, Aldo 

Leopold and Calvin DeWitt. Gesch is the 
son of another Wisconsin environmental-

ist: Wilfred Gesch, Sr., of Cedar Grove, 
Wisconsin.
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John Franken
A year ago I was living in anticipa-

tion of being part of the We Have Faith 
Expedition to Kenya, sponsored by the 
Office of Social Justice and World Renew 
to examine the impact of climate change 
in Kenya. The expedition has come and 
gone. Life at home has returned to nor-
mal: bed and breakfast guests have been 
served, wood has been cut, spilt and 
stacked and the winter season with snow 
has descended on the Bulkley Valley. I 
have shared stories from that trip in sev-
eral churches.  

Perhaps one word remains entrenched 
in my mind: passion. I think of the people 
we met who are passionately providing 
positive alternatives for the Kenyans who 
struggle to live because of the effects of 
climate change. Many of these people 
work with limited funds, dependent on 
donations. Raphael Magambo, A Rocha 
Kenya, works to reestablish native trees 
to replace invasive, water-hungry tree 
species. Craig Sorely, Care of Creation, 
works to promote farming God’s way and 
protect the East Rift Valley forests. These 
and many others have a passion for God’s 
gift to each of us, his creation. Do we, do 
I as part of the North American Christian 
community, show the same passion? 

North America is a large and spacious 
land. We face many of the same problems 
of land degradation as the Kenyans do, 
but often our size masks the problems. 
Other factors that mask the problems of 
climate change include arguments about 
whether it’s anthropogenic or not; corpor-
ate advertising and lobbying; and society’s 
consumerist and materialistic appetite. We 
need to become more keenly aware of 
God’s first book, creation, and apply the 
principles found in his second book, the 
written word (Belgic Confession Article 
2) to serve and keep his land (Gen. 2:15).

How are we being stewards of what 
God has given us? For each of us the an-
swer might differ. How will we respond in 
our lifestyle choices in our homes, schools, 
churches, farms and workplaces?  How do 
we, as followers of our risen Lord, bear 
witness in our postmodern culture that be-
ing a follower of Jesus is not only a belief 
in our personal salvation but also a desire 
to respond gratefully and responsibly with 
what he has entrusted to us?

Firsthand witnesses
The Christian Reformed Creation 

Stewardship Task Force Report states that 
the first step toward concrete action is 
awareness, appreciation and stewardship. 
Awareness comes by experiencing na-
ture firsthand – by planting and weeding 
a garden, strolling in the woods, canoeing 
on a lake, walking through a city park or 
wiggling our toes in running stream water. 
Awareness can lead to appreciation, which 
gives stewardship fertile ground to grow. 

As author Steven Bouma-Prediger wrote, 
“For we will care for our home place only 
if we love it, and we will love it only if we 
know it, and we will know it only if we 
experience it firsthand” (For the Beauty of 
the Earth 37). The CRC might be the first 
evangelical North American denomination 
to make a definitive statement regarding 
climate change, and the first to call its 
congregations and members to action, 
but none of that really counts if it is about 
knowing and not doing. Are we doing his 
will on earth as it is done in heaven?

Incremental change
Wendell Berry is a Christian passion-

ate about caring for God’s creation. Some 
call him the prophet of responsibility. He 
believes that the natural logic of capital-
ism is that we have the right to as much 
as we want, and by extension the right to 
use any means to get it. But making a liv-
ing shouldn’t depend on making a killing. 
Change will not come quickly, but it can 
happen – ask the tobacco industry. “The 
important thing to do is to learn all about 
where you are,” Berry says, “to become 
patient enough to work with it over a long 
time . . . and you will make a good ex-
ample. And what we are looking for is this 
in good examples.” 

Is it too much for me to dream that our 
homes, Christian schools and churches will 
become leaders in what it means to respon-
sibly take care of God’s gift, our world, and 
be aware of his presence in all he has given 
us? May we all, with the 19th century pas-
tor and hymn writer, Horatius Bonar, feel 
the God’s presence in this world.
O wide embracing wondrous love!
We read you in the sky above,
we read you in the earth below,
in the seas the swell and streams that flow.
We read you in the flowers, the trees,
the freshness of the fragrant breeze, 
the song of birds upon the wing,
the joy of summer and of spring.

(“O Love of God, how Strong and 
True”: Horatius Bonar, 1861)

John Franken, a retired 
Christian school teacher, 

lives near Smithers, B.C. on 
Billeter Ridge. He enjoys 
hand-feeding chickadees 

sunflower seeds as part of 
his morning ritual.

Wanted: a passion for creation

Aldo Leopold’s 
land ethic

Stephan Lutz, World Renew, discusses farm-
ing God's way through the use of mulching 
with a members of the Anglican Church 
Mount Kenya South Diocese. 
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Q. I am 42, single 
and I teach kindergarten. 
I finally accepted that my 
parents were not there for 
me in my childhood. To be 
clear, they were there, but 
they were not there for me 

in terms of what I needed. This may sound 
odd but it’s the reason I am sharing my 
thoughts at this time. For years I thought 
I only had enough self-confidence to be a 
kindergarten teacher because my parents 
were not as affirming of me as I thought 
they should have been. I had always as-
sumed that, with more self-assurance, I 
would have been a high school teacher. 
But I finally went into therapy and learn-
ed that I truly want to be a kindergarten 
teacher. I want to be the teacher I never 
had, using all my strengths and creativity. 

I am now able to revel in who I am and 
want to be!

My regret, however, is that I spend 
years holding my parents responsible for 
my lack of emotional growth. Do you 
know what I could have done differently 
in this regard? 

A.  I always feel a mixture of sadness 
and joy when I come across a person like 
you, determined to make the world a bet-
ter place for others. The reality is that we 

all come from imperfect homes. Some 
homes, of course, are more detrimental to 
emotional growth than others. Most par-
ents, I believe, do the best they can. At 
the same time, when we realize we are not 
happy with how we respond to our own 
struggles, it is important to look at the un-
helpful behaviours we developed as kids. 
Looking at family relationships, then, is 
crucial to understanding ourselves. The 
kind of home our parents create is often 
about their life stories. And there is no 
better way to understand yourself than by 
understanding your parents.  

First, the best and most helpful attitude 
we can have when looking at our family 
of origin is to decide to become respon-
sible for our own behaviour now, no matter 
what happened in our background. But it 
can also be the most painful, because we 
begin to realize and to accept that we too 
have our limitations. Still, taking respon-

sibility for ourselves is a major component 
of becoming healthy, functioning adults. 
I am often saddened by how long adult 
children hold their parents responsible for 
their own unhelpful behaviour and use it 
as an excuse not to move forward! In do-
ing so, they rob themselves of the joys of 
effective adulthood. 

It takes all kinds
Second, having some understanding 

of personality types is very helpful when 
it comes to learning about ourselves. As 
I mentioned in a column some time ago, 
this can be done through the use of ennea-
grams, which is a system that identifies 
nine basic types of personalities. An amus-
ing and cartoon-style book outlining these 
nine types of people is The Enneagram 
Made Easy, by Renee Baron and Elizabeth 
Wagels. You will find yourself in these 
pages and laugh. A more in-depth book 
would be The Wisdom of the Enneagram, 
by Don R. Riso and Russ Hudson.

Third, there has been a tremendous 

amount of research done during the last 
few decades in terms of the neuroplasti-
city of the brain. While this material can 
seem somewhat daunting, reading a book 
or two on this topic will instill respect for 
the resilience God has created within us so 
that we can have hope for a more healthy 
future. One such book is Bouncing Back: 
Rewiring your brain for maximum resili-
ence and well-being by Linda Graham. 

And so, in summary, understanding 
our place in our families of origin, tak-
ing responsibility for our own behaviour, 
becoming familiar with the nine types of 
personalities and where we may fit, as 
well as being aware of the potential of the 
brain regarding neuroplasticity, will help 
us have a wider view of the complexity of 
who we are and who we can become.  

Arlene Van Hove (avanhove@shaw.ca) 
is a therapist and a member of the 

Fleetwood CRC.

“. . . Release from the dun-
geon those who sit in dark-
ness” (Isa. 42:7).

Have you ever sat still 
in complete darkness? I’m 
not simply talking about 
turning out electric lights, 

because for most of us living in urban 
areas, some glow will still filter in through 
our windows at night. I’m talking about 
utter pitch blackness, the kind you get sit-
ting in a basement room with no windows 
or from being in the middle of the wilder-
ness on a cloudy night. 

How would you feel? Scared, tentative, 
nervous? Would your breath become short 
and quick? Personally, I’m not scared of 
the dark, but rather of the unknown things 
that the dark might be hiding. My mind 
begins to think of all the unknown things 
that could pop up and frighten me. My 
imagination takes over. I try really hard to 
stop that train of thought, to reassure my-
self that this is just my imagination. I am 
safe and nothing will harm me. No boogie 
man is waiting to kill me!

As I was reading Isaiah 42, this verse 
stuck out for me. I began to ask the Lord 

to reveal what he wanted to say to me in 
this verse. Why were these nine words il-
luminated? I began to think about what it’s 
like to sit in the dark. I realized that each 
of us has been in darkness, at a spiritual 
level, at some point in our lives. Before 
accepting Jesus, each one of us lived in a 
kind of dark dungeon. 

A very real boogie man lives there. His 
one desire is to keep us there; to kill, steal 
and destroy every part of our lives. The re-
ality is that apart from God, we have no 
good thing and an enemy that hates us, 
who will do anything to steal everything 
from us. The enemy of our souls wants to 
keep us separated from lasting community. 

The light of salvation 
God sent Jesus into the world to be the 

light of our salvation, one of the greatest 
gifts imaginable. Jesus came to show us the 
Father heart of God and to reconcile every 
person who believes in him. Does this 
sound too much like a fairy tale? Maybe 
for some it does. Maybe for some, it seems 
easier to make their own light and be their 
own salvation. They try hard to be good. To 
work hard. To treat everyone respectfully. 
But that isn’t enough. All the good we do 

will never be enough to bring about our 
own salvation. The only way to the Father 
is through believing in Jesus Christ and the 
sacrifice he made on the cross. 

Our Father God longs for each person 
to come to the light of salvation. The best 
truth in all of this is the fact that we can’t 
earn it, be it, or walk it out without submit-

ting our lives at the cross of Christ. There 
is only one gift and it’s given to us sacrifi-
cially, with every ounce of extravagant love 
imaginable. We can’t earn it; we receive it!

As we reflect on the season of Lent, we 
see that Jesus willingly became separated 
from the relationship he had with his fath-
er. In the garden of Gethsemane, he cried 
out in anguish for the cup to pass and yet 
he willingly and obediently took it for our 
sake. He was separated from God through 
death, bearing the full weight of human-
ity for our sake. But the story doesn’t end 
there! This is where it begins: our adoption 
into the light of community, no longer sep-
arated but loved, accepted and cherished 
as sons and daughters. We’ve been taken 
from a dungeon to a house, from prison to 
family and from darkness to eternal light. 
Let’s rejoice, but also pray for those still 
caught in the dark, that they too will be 
released and brought into Jesus’ glorious 
light.  

Kenny Warkentin (kennyp66@gmail.com) 
works full time as an urban missionary with 

Living Waters Canada and is an artist and 
musician. He lives in Winnipeg with his wife 

and daughter.

Toddlers to Teens
Denise Dykstra

Christ @ Culture
Lloyd Rang

My Window Seat
Mendelt Hoekstra

Principalities
& Powers
David Koyzis

Technically Speaking
Derek Schuurman

Intangible Things
Heidi Vander Slikke

Country Living

Everyday Christian
Cathy Smith

Getting Unstuck
Arlene Van Hove

Flowers and Thistles

The Public Square
Harry Antonides

From the 11th
Province
Marian Van Til

From the Lab
Rudy Eikelboom

Words from
Wild Horses
Warkentins

Patchwork Words Our World Today
Bert Hielema

Curt Gesch

Meindert Vander Galien

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

Melissa Kuipers

Toddlers to Teens
Denise Dykstra

Christ @ Culture
Lloyd Rang

My Window Seat
Mendelt Hoekstra

Principalities
& Powers
David Koyzis

Technically Speaking
Derek Schuurman

Intangible Things
Heidi Vander Slikke

Country Living

Everyday Christian
Cathy Smith

Getting Unstuck
Arlene Van Hove

Flowers and Thistles

The Public Square
Harry Antonides

From the 11th
Province
Marian Van Til

From the Lab
Rudy Eikelboom

Words from
Wild Horses
Kenny Warkentin

Patchwork Words Our World Today
Bert Hielema

Curt Gesch

Meindert van der Galien

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

Melissa Kuipers

Speak - Write
Paula Warkentin

Out of the dark

The most helpful attitude in life

MOLLYMOO.IE BLOG

Before accepting Jesus, each of us lived in a 
kind of dark dungeon. 

Looking at family relationships is crucial to 
understanding ourselves.

avanhove@shaw.ca
mailto:kennyp66@gmail.com
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ObituariesAnniversaries

August 6, 1951 – February 26, 2014

Jake (Jacob) Hiemstra
Beloved husband of 
Wilma Hiemstra (Kuyvenhoven).

Dear father to:
Sarah & Ron Haanstra
   Deanna, Logan, Reid, Blake
Jill & Hugh VanderWier
   Hayley, Tess, Weston
Rodney & Janel Hiemstra

Noah
Kendra & Brad Bakker

Dakota, Quinn
Heather & Ryan DeVries

Bennett, Whitney

Son of Henry & Pietje (†1993) Hiemstra
Son-in-law of Hans & Gerrie Kuyvenhoven
Brother to: Corrie & Ernie Bonsma, Bill & Martha Hiemstra, Edith 
& Andrew Thalen, Elizabeth & Dick Dewit, Linda & Ed Mosterd, 
Susan & Leonard Greidanus.
Brother-in-law to: John & Eleanor Kuyvenhoven, Caroline & Ale 
Groen, Doug & Deb Kuyvenhoven 
Uncle to: Numerous nieces & nephews!

Jake loved Jesus, his family, youth and everyone he met! He 
ALWAYS had time for a coffee and conversation!

Life Verse:1John 3:1a : How GREAT is the LOVE the Father has 
LAVISHED on us, that we should be called CHILDREN of God! 
And that we are!

Correspondence: 
39452 Winthrop Rd, RR 1, Londesboro ON N0M 2H0

jwhiemstra@gmail.com

Vacations
Holiday accomodation in 

Holland 
with vehicle rentals and tours.   

www.chestnutlane.nl

Clean 2 & 3 bedroom 
self-catered cottages approximately 

90 minutes north of Toronto.

Starting at $755.00 weekly.
705-756-2462

www.hallscottages.com

Britt, Georgian Bay
2 bdr. cottages, small family resort, 
720.00 up, low season discount.
google @ Li-Mac Cottages 
or call 705-383-2924.

We send congratulations to 

Neil aNd Willie Rietema
 (nee Salomons) 

on celebrating 60 years of marriage 
on April 14th, 2014.  

Praising God for His faithfulness to you, 
and wishing you much joy as you celebrate 
with your children and 17 grandchildren 
and 14 great-grandchildren.  

New address: 
#5 5034 53St. 

Lacombe AB T4L 2K7

Free Bible Study for New Christians & Small Groups
Are you new to the Christian Faith?  Do you lead 
a small group?  Do you want to better understand 
the stories in the Bible? If you answered "yes" to 
any of these questions, there's a new free online 
resource available to help you or your study 
group grow in your faith. Originally published in a 
blog for new Christians in Central Asia, this Bible 
study is now available in PDF format. See below 
for website address.  

The study covers 46 Bible stories in the Old and 
New Testaments, and follows the outline of Sally Lloyd-Jones' book, 
"The Jesus Storybook Bible". The discussions focus on the central 
themes of the Bible: the creation, the fall, and Jesus coming as the 
Redeemer, and then reigning forever over heaven and earth. 
This resource is absolutely free if used for personal or small group 
study. For more information, contact the writer, Jack Van Meggelen, at 
jack@vanmeggelen.ca or (416) 512-2177.     

Website: www.sourceofnewlife.wordpress.com

 
  For Christians who would like to understand the Bible Stories better 

                             Jack Van Meggelen (jack@vanmeggelen.ca) 

   

*Zondervan Publishing, Grand Rapids, MI 2007 

 
Christian Association

Bethesda Christian Association is currently  
accepting applications for the position of

Executive Director
The successful applicant will assume leadership responsi-
bility for Bethesda’s faith-based ministry of supporting indi-
viduals with developmental disabilities and their families in 
communities throughout British Columbia, Canada. 

Candidates will have relevant credentials and will have the 
Christian perspective, vision, flexibility and commitment to 
excellence which complement proven management knowl-
edge and experience in the social service field. University 
Masters Degree or course work of appropriate academic 
standing is required. Five or more years of experience in a 
non-profit/charitable Christian organization is an asset.

Please see the full advertisement at www.BethesdaBC.com 
and apply in writing by April 30, 2014, with a letter outlining 
your personal vision for leadership, accompanied by a re-
sume together with a minimum of three references. 

Send to: 
Sylvia Terpstra, Board of Directors 

Bethesda Christian Association 
105, 2975 Gladwin Road, Abbotsford BC V2T 5T4  

E-mail: EDSearch@BethesdaBC.com

Job Opportunities

BeReNd aNd JohaNNa deVRies 
(nee Nusselder)

60th Wedding Anniversary
March 27, 2014

It is with great joy and thanks to God that 
the family of Berend and Jo De Vries hope 

to celebrate their  
60th Wedding Anniversary.

Your faithfulness and commitment have  
been an inspiration to us all.

Children:

Wilbur and Renee DeVries, 
Doug & Karen DeVries, Rob & Leigh 
Anne DeVries, Jeff & Courtney DeVr-
ies, Andrew DeVries & fiancé Melanie 
Johannesen

Albert and Eveline DeVries, 
Josh & Jenny Vyn, Kevin & Joyce Van-
derheide, Brent & Lindsey DeVries

Syd and Shelli De Vries,
 Tara, Rachel, Lauren

Nine great-grandchildren.

1954              April 21             2014

60th Wedding Anniversary

With joy and thanksgiving to God

FRaNk aNd JaNNy eygeNRaam

celebrate God’s faithfulness.
You are invited to an Open House on

Saturday April 26, 2014 from 2pm – 4 pm
at the Fellowship Christain Reformed 

Chruch, 641 Elm Street
St. Thomas, ON

Mailing address:
Frank & Janny Eygenraam

1-150 First Ave, St. Thomas ON N5R 4P3

C0-PASTOR, CAMPUS CHAPLAIN, 
WORSHIP DIRECTOR

Fleetwood CRC is a multi-generational, large congrega-
tion in beautifulSurrey, BC. We value our roots as we 
continually seek new ways to show God's love to a growing 
area. We are seeking people to join us in these roles:

Co-Pastor:  an energetic, creative, team player will share in all 
aspects of ministry as well as take a clearly-defined leadership role 
in the four priorities we've set as a church. This is an ordained, full 
time position.  

Campus Chaplain: New Position of a chaplaincy at Kwantlen Poly-
technic University in Surrey. The half-time chaplain will work with the 
Multi-faith Centre on campus.

Worship Director: a creative servant leader to help plan and lead 
worship services. This could be up to a half-time position.

Job descriptions: www.fleetwoodcrc.org.
Email: info@fleetwoodcrc.org 

Renze Marten Dykstra  
March 12, 1919 – March 8, 2014

Jesus said to her: “I am the resurrection and the life.  
He who believes in me will live even though he dies” John 11:25

Renze Marten Dykstra passed away on Saturday, March 8, 2014, 
at Brampton Civic Hospital, at the age of nearly 95 years.

Beloved husband of Lenny Dykstra (nee VanderSpek).  

Dear brother of Marten, in the Netherlands and predeceased by his 
brothers Jan and Rein.  

A memorial service was held at the Rehoboth Fellowship Christian 
Reformed Church, 800 Burnhamthorpe Road, Etobicoke on March 
14. Arrangements by Egan Funeral Home, Bolton. Condolences for 
the family may be offered at EganFuneralHome.com.

John (Johannes) Bylsma
 (1942–2014) 

was taken home to his Lord suddenly on 
Saturday March 1st. 

John is deeply missed by his wife Agnes (née 
Baker), children David and Rosanna Bylsma 
of Bedford Mills, Susanne and Michael 
Hellinga of Guelph and grandchildren 
Michaela, Adam, Nicole, Benjamin and Ian. 

John was a committed employee of DuPont for his entire working 
career. He will be remembered for his love of singing, crossword & 
Sudoku puzzles, books, gardening and making preserves. He was 
a man who highly valued time with his family. 

He was a passionate supporter of Christian education, social 
justice and stewardship in the Reformed tradition, and had a deep 
love for his church."I Sought the Lord, and Afterward I Knew" was 
one of his favourite hymns. 

Correspondance to: 4 Keyes St., Kingston ON K7M 4H6

Note: Job ads recently and currently run in Christian Cou-
rier are found on our website.

Family ads can also be viewed by clicking on the Family 
Ads link on the bottom banner.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
See Woodstock Dutch Theatre events p.19.
Apr. 27  Dutch Service will be held in the Ancaster Chris-

tian Reformed Church at 3:00 p.m. Rev. Ralph Koops 
will be preaching.

http://www.BethesdaBC.com
mailto:EDSearch@BethesdaBC.com
http://www.fleetwoodcrc.org
mailto:info%40fleetwoodcrc.org?subject=
http://www.EganFuneralHome.com
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905-648-4451
Providing personal, professional 

real estate service in the Hamilton 
area for over 35 years.

Email: 
 fredhagen@royallepage.ca

www.fredhagen.ca

Fred Hagen Broker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lest we forget that 
Life begins at Conception 

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church St.  St. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

Ian H. Russell - Director
 Holly Rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
E-mail: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  1 Keefer Road

St. Catharines, Ontario  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

R. HAALBOOM, Q.C.
Barrister  Solicitor  Notary

Richard Rijk Haalboom, Q.C., B.A., J.D

7 Duke St. West    Ph: 519-579-2920
Suite 304               Fax: 519-576-0471
Kitchener, Ontario  N2H 6N7

E-mail: richard@haalboom.ca

Kathie & Brian Bezemer905.570.1119

295 McNab St. N. 
Hamilton, ON
L8L 1K5

For all your 
printing needs.

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
287 Station St.

Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0 
Serving Families 
for 4 Generations

Director:  Thomas C Merritt
Fax 905-957-1371 Ph: 905-957-7031
Website: merritt-fh.com

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.
The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     

     Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 

905.957.2599 Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

DUTCH TOKO
European Imports

118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph
519-822-4690

Mountain Plaza Mall, Hamilton
905-383-2981

GARY VAN EYK,  CMA 
Chartered Professional Accountant 

50 Lakeport Rd. Ste 201 
St. Catharines 
ON L2N 4P7 

Email: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
Tel: 905-646-7331  Fx: 905-646-0951

Classifieds

DEADLINE Christian Courier is published on the 
second and fourth Mondays of the month.Deadline 
for each issue is 13 days prior to publication date.
RATES: All personal and family announcements: $7.00 
per square inch. 
Display advertising re. businesses and organizations: 
$8.00 per square inch. 

SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
e-mail – admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail: 2 Aiken St., St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8

More information on our website:
christiancourier.ca

Reading a 
hand-me-

down copy of 
CC? 

Call 1-800-969-4838 
or email 

rose@christiancourier.ca  or go to 
christiancourier.ca  to get your own Christian 

Courier – earlier, and intact.
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http://www.christiancourier.ca
mailto:rose%40christiancourier.ca%20?subject=
http://christiancourier.ca
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DuNNVILLE, Ont. – Early March 6, 
a large fire devastated the greenhouses 
of Rosa Flora Ltd, turning a sea of snap 
dragon, lisianthus and gerbera flowers to 
a grey field of ash. Damages are estimated 
at more than $10 million. 

Ralph DeBoer, co-owner, was alerted 
to the fire when a local man driving home 
from Toronto spotted a column of smoke 

on Diltz Road. Nineteen fire trucks and 
80 firefighters rushed to the scene, but it 
took two hours to control the blaze, which 
was complicated by burning chemicals 
for a short while. Three firefighters were 
taken to hospital after collapsing while 
they battled the massive blaze. They are 
now in stable condition.

The family-owned Rosa Flora is the 

largest grower of gerberas in North 
America. Established in 1978 by Otto 
and Corine Bulk, it has its own fleet 
of delivery trucks and employs 150 to 
180 people. The company has re-
ceived recognition from the Canadian 
Industry Program for its innovation in 
alternative energy, particularly its wind 
turbine and biomass-fueled boilers. 

Rebuilding
Haldimand Mayor Ken Hewitt says 

the company is an integral part of the 
community, and that he “has a lot of 
faith in the management team there” to 
overcome this tragedy. 

The origins of the fire have yet to 
be determined. Between 15 to 40 acres 
of property were damaged, including 
greenhouses, administrative offices and 
one cooling facility.
The March 10 issue of Christian 

Courier contains an ad from Rosa Flora 
for an Inside Sales Representative. 
DeBoer told CC that the position remains 
open. The large and mini gerbera oper-
ation on the northwest side of Diltz Road 
– safe from the fire – is still functional.

“We’re really thankful to friends, 
family and the surrounding community,” 

DeBoer says. He and his family are mem-
bers of Dunnville Christian Reformed 
Church.

“We’ve received prayers, food, equip-
ment, volunteers – every kind of support 
you can think of.” 

– Angela Reitsma Bick, Editor. 
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Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

The Woodstock Dutch Theatre 
Group presents
"Gestrand"

Een kornische thriller in 3 bedrijven door 
Mary Bakker-Schoon

March 21 London Dutch Canadian Hall,
London, Ont. 8 p.m

April 12 Great Lakes Christian College, 
Beamsville Ont. 2 p.m

Ph: 519-461-9839 or email woodstockdutchtheatre@
yahooo.ca  for tickets or more information. 
or see Feb 24 issue for complete ad.
Note: The date for the Beamsville event was incorrectly 
listed in the Calendar of Events. We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may have caused.

1983 2014

Dunnville greenhouse fire destroys 15 acres 

Your funds will be invested in Christian 
Reformed Church and Christian school 

building projects in Canada.

Rates to March 31, 2014
We pay 2.75% on CRC deposits.

Earn approx. 3.2% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

 Write:  CRC Extension Fund
    45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org
Call: 416-461-1207 Fax: 416-465-6367       

“...serving Christian   Reformed churches and 
Christian schools since  1970"     

       43 YEARS OF SERVICE   

Voyages of Antiquity – Small ship cruise. Istanbul to Athens
July 26–Aug 11 2014   Hosted by Ted Barris. 

  US $4695.00 (incl. air)

Scenic Ireland Bus tour – Merit hosted 12 days
Aug. 14, 2014 $3995.00 (including air, taxes, most meals and tips). 

Rates based on double occupancy, prices per person  

Three firefighters were sent to hospital in a blaze at Rosa Flora. Nineteen fire trucks and doz-
ens of firefighters were involved. 

Do you have an ipad or iphone?

Get our free mobile app today at 
m.christiancourier.ca

or scan the QR code found on our 
Twitter page.

Christian Courier

Read, engage, repeat: Get news, clues
and Kingdom views twice a month in the

pages of Christian...

Call Us Find Us Opening
Hours

Coupons Booking
Request

Products

Visit Our Mobile Website
Just scan the QR code below on your phone or type in the URL

http://m.christiancourier.ca

CRC
EXTENSION

FUND

http://www.linkcharity.ca
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Ron Rupke
My friend Santosh Chetri lives in 

Kathmandu, Nepal, although he spends at 
least half of his working time in India. Six 
months ago I would have been challenged 
to find Nepal on a world map; I knew 
nothing of its history or people. Santosh 
changed all that in the few weeks I lived at 
his home last November. 

Like most of the 27 million people in 
Nepal, Santosh was born and raised in a 
Hindu home and culture. He became a 
Christian while still in his teens through 
the influence of a school chum. He joined 
the armed forces of neighbouring India 
after his schooling. Earning credentials as 
a flight engineer, he commanded a small 
fleet of Sea King helicopters and rose to 
the rank of Lieutenant Commander 
in the navy. For the past few years 
Santosh has worked for the Christian 
NGO Alpha, directing Alpha in the 
Workplace for the countries of India 
and Nepal. Alpha India has over 25 
national and regional coordinators, 
of which Santosh is one, providing 
Alpha course material translated into 
12 Indian languages, including Nepali.

A mutual friend named Wybe 
Bylsma introduced me to Santosh. 
Wybe has visited more than 40 dif-
ferent countries in his 75 years. In 
2012 he put his passport to good use 
by making first-time visits to half 
a dozen countries in Asia. He laid 

groundwork for the trip by contacting staff 
from the Youth for Christ (YFC) organ-
ization in each country as his first contact 
there. When the Nepalese YFC director 
was not able to meet Wybe’s arrival time 
in Kathmandu, my friend caught a micro-
bus to the city’s Newbuspark area to find 
a cheap hotel. A young man he met on the 
street directed him to a guest house where 
he rented a room at CDN $3.50 per night. 
The next morning another young man 
named Ram Magyar knocked on his room 
door to offer him a cup of Nepalese tea. 
Wybe started a conversation with the tea-
server, asking him, “What are your goals 
in life? The young man answered simply, 
“I have no goal.”

“Ram’s answer touched me deeply,” 
Wybe declared. His determination to help 
Ram and his co-workers at the guest house 
developed into the idea of a mentoring 
program – connecting young Nepalese 
men with mature Christian men in their 
homeland. Connections made through 
his Youth for Christ contact led him to 
Santosh Chetri, who accepted the role of 
mentor for Ram Magyar. 

upon his return to Canada, Wybe kept 
in regular contact with both Ram (mostly 
by telephone) and with Santosh (mostly by 
email). He was so delighted by the mutual 
respect developing between them, and the 

growth he could see in Ram, that he de-
cided to return to Nepal to find mentors for 
other young men he knew there, especially 
two others he had met in the guest house 
at Newbuspark. When Wybe told me about 
his plans during an after-church coffee 
conversation last fall he added, “Will you 
come with me? You could write about it.”

When in Rome . . . 
For most of our three week stay in 

Nepal, we lived with Santosh, his wife 
Rupa, their two children Sneeha and 
Joshua, and of course Ram, in a 2nd floor 
walkup apartment. Just after dawn each 
morning, Ram would gently knock on the 
door of my room and offer a cup of hot tea 
with milk and sugar. I learned to use the 
squat toilet with splashed water instead of 
toilet paper. Our potable water came in a 
large bottle from Rupa’s parents who lived 
nearby and owned a reverse osmosis water 
filtration system. We took our baths by 
splashing water over our bodies, did our 
own laundry by hand in the same small 
tub, and hung our clothes to dry on ropes 
spread over the courtyard where Santosh’s 
car was parked. Our gracious host served 
us meals of rice, lentils and pressure-
cooked greens, with locally-grown tanger-
ine oranges for dessert. 

Besides sharing his home with us for 
most of three weeks, Santosh also ar-
ranged for us to meet many Christian 
individuals and groups, in support of 
Wybe’s mentoring program. Some 
highlights include visits with youth 
groups, a Christian orphanage for 
teenage boys, a discussion forum 
for Christian thinkers, a hostel for 
Christian university students and sev-
eral small Bible colleges. At every 
venue Wybe would speak about his 
mentoring project, connecting it with 
his “diamond perspective” of reality. 
This multi-faceted vision of God’s 
creation explains why he wants to 
help the young men of Nepal help 
their own country. His message struck 

home in a land where many young men try 
to get ahead by working as guest labourers 
in other countries, particularly in the Gulf 
States. 

Why would Santosh give such strong 
support to a retired Canadian schoolteacher 
he had known for less than a year? Santosh 
told me that he shares Wybe’s worldview, 
and wants to see that worldview shared in 
his home country!

During our three weeks in Nepal I 
watched the mentoring network grow as 
Wybe exchanged emails with young men 
and mature Christian men in many set-
tings. I was excited to discover a vibrant 
Christian church growing in a Hindu-
Buddhist country that has always been 
closed to missionaries, but has been dis-
cipled by Nepalese people who learned the 
gospel while traveling elsewhere. I’m es-
pecially glad to share a worldview with my 
new friend Santosh Chetri in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. 

Ron Rupke lives in Cobourg, Ont., where 
he works as a market gardener and free-

lance writer.

Vibrant Christian church growing in Nepal 

We stayed with Santosh and Rupa Chetri in 
their second floor rental apartment in north 
Kathmandu.

Crossing a suspension bridge over a Himalayan mountain 
stream to reach Sondip's rice paddy farm near the town of 
Bagloon, Nepal.

The Buddhist Temple in Kathmandu is a world Heritage Site. 
Nepal is the birthplace of the Buddha.

Wybe Bylsma addressed a student assembly at the Nepal 
Bible College. Female students sat on the carpeted floor to 
his right, males to his left.

(L to R) Ram Magyar, Wybe Bylsma,
Sondip, Ron Rupke.

Santosh Chetri affectionately hand-feeding his 
daughter Sneeha. Nepalese cuisine requires the use 
of fingers rather than cutlery or chopsticks.


