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 Angela Reitsma Bick
“My wife and I had talked 

about the funeral,” he begins. 
“We bought the gravesite and the 
funeral, we paid for everything. 
I thought that – when she passed 
away – everything was paid.” 
Then, two days after her funeral 
last fall, the grieving man got a 
bill for $1,300, including a list 
of expenses from the Christian 
Reformed Church he attends.

The man, whose name and 
church we are protecting with 

anonymity, has been a member of 
this congregation for 64 years. He 
served multiple terms on Consis-
tory, during which time, he says, 
the church never charged its mem-
bers for funerals. That’s why the 
bill, presented through a local fu-
neral home and not by the church, 
took him by surprise. 

And the breakdown of costs 
shocked him further: $25 for an 
Admin fee; $80 for the caretaker; 
$100 for the organist; $225 for 
the Pastor’s honorarium and $400 

for the luncheon. The widower 
only noted the specifics because 
he had prepaid, or thought 
he had, all other funeral 
expenses. 

In fact, that particular 
church asks all its mem-
bers to pay a set amount 
for funerals. And among 
Christian Reformed churches that 
have a fee, the cost is comparable. 
But because this man didn’t re-
alize that beforehand, the unex-
pected bill made the months after 

his wife’s death more difficult. 
“People tell me to let it go, 

it’s gonna shorten my 
life,” he says. “But 
I’m not that type. 
I  f ight  for  my 
rights.”

Which begs the 
question – what are 

those rights? What’s the role of 
a local church in a culture that 
has turned death into a business? 
Do you know what services your 

Churches and funerals: a look at the going rate 

Lloyd Rang
One of the things I remember 

best about my friend Janice was 
her handwriting. No one had a 
more elegant cursive hand, with 
letters that flowed and looped and 
swirled like they were made by a 
master calligrapher. 

I remember her handwriting 
so well because Janice sent cards 
in the mail. She never missed a 
holiday or a birthday – and what 
she wrote was warm, and personal 

and heartfelt. In many ways, Jan-
ice was a throwback to an earlier 
time – an age when people put 
thought into their words and effort 
into the writing of them. 

She didn’t really like social 
media. The only reason Janice 
joined Facebook was because she 
got sick, and writing was too hard 
for her. In 2007, she was diag-
nosed with breast cancer. Less 
than six months, and my friend 
was dead. 

But today, eight years after her 
death, her Facebook profile re-
mains alive. 

Her story is not that unusual. 

The data of the deceased 
The last time anyone did 

a count – back in 2012 – there 
were approximately 30 million 
Facebook accounts connected to 
people who have died. By now 
that number is surely much larger. 

Social media, death and the virtual afterlife

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 3

Our research reveals a wide range of policies and costs for bereaved believers.

Digital estate planning prevents problems in a legal grey area: online data after death.
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church provides, and whether honorariums are expected? 
Whom do we assume will volunteer and who’s just doing 
his or her job as a member of staff when a church holds 
a funeral? 

“The role of pastor, priest, minister and congregation, 
indeed the raison d’être of the Christian community, is to 
uphold and embolden believers, shaken in their bereave-
ment, with the promise of the gospel,” Thomas Lynch, 
undertaker and writer, says. “This is how the faithful bear 
both death in the abstract and the dead in the flesh. It is by 
bearing our dead from one station to another – deathbed to 
parlour, parlour to altar, altar to the edge of eternal life – 
that we learn to bear death itself. By going the distance with 
them we learn to walk upright in the faith that God will take 
care of God’s own, living and dead” (“Holy Fire” 2010). 

Every congregation has its own policies for how to 
‘uphold and embolden’ bereaved believers; there’s a wide 
range of standards for this tough task, as research for this 
article shows. The problem arises when congregants don’t 
know their own church’s guidelines, especially if those 
have changed over time. Churches need to publicize their 
policies for providing funeral services, and review them 
annually. That would help to prevent the kind of heartache 
this man describes and would enable the gospel, not gos-
sip, to prevail. 

Operating costs 
There’s no question that the death care industry is big 

business these days. And as the boomers age, it’s only 
going to get bigger. “Funerals are often the third largest 
purchase most Canadians will make,” a consumers’ report 
says. “They are notoriously expensive.” Depending on 
where you live, the average memorial service and burial 
costs between five and 15 thousand dollars. Cremation 
expenses – at an average of $1,200 – are noticeably less, 
which could account for its increased popularity: roughly 
65 percent of Canadians now choose cremation. A memo-
rial service, either before or after the gravesite, is still the 
norm. But as technology changes and our home lives get 
busier, the task of hosting a funeral service in church has 
gotten more complicated. It requires a growing number of 
church staff, including volunteers, to clean, prepare music 
and occasionally create “celebration of life” videos. Do 
we need a set fee schedule to regulate this? Or is it part 
of a church’s ministry – to care for its congregation from 
cradle to grave? One cynical (and anonymous) quip on a 
pastor’s blog – after the pastor had raised this dilemma – 
was “What’s the going rate for baptism?”

But maybe, as one minister pointed out to me, the great 
variety of practice is a good thing. The Christian Reformed 
Church Order specifically says that funerals are not an 
ecclesiastical matter; therefore, each church has the right 

to decide for itself how to handle them.
Given that background, Christian Courier decided to 

gather some data on Christian Reformed Churches and 
funerals today. Our research revealed a wide range of poli-
cies. Without a doubt, pastors and lay people put long hours 
into memorial services for very little earthly reward. With 
that in mind, we investigated three main questions: Does 
your church charge for the use of its facilities? Does your 
pastor receive an honorarium, and if so how much? And 
is any other staff member remunerated? It quickly became 
clear that no Christian Reformed church is making a profit 
from funerals. 

Bearing with each other
Out of the 32 churches across Canada and the u.S. that 

participated in Christian Courier’s online survey, 82 per-
cent do not charge their members anything for providing a 
memorial service (some will accept voluntary donations). 
The remaining 18 percent require some rent for using the 
building. In some cases, this goes to the janitor, depending 
on his or her contract and whether funerals are considered 
extra; some churches had a fee for both.  

When it comes to paying the pastor, opinions diverge 
greatly. Many ministers told us that they regularly say, 
“You don’t need to pay me, I’m an employee of the con-
gregation.” In keeping with that mentality, 30 percent of 
survey respondents said that their church did not call for 
an honorarium for the pastor after funerals. Nonetheless, 
there’s no denying that funerals are a lot of work for min-
isters – from visiting the family to preparing the liturgy 
and the meditation. We found out that it’s not unusual for 
a pastor to spend 20 hours on one funeral, although the 

average survey answer was between 11 and 15 hours. That 
puts the honorarium, varying from $100 to $250, which 70 
percent of CRC churches require, in context. 

“The math is easy but the meaning proceeds not from 
what we buy but from what we do,” Lynch points out. 
“It is the deeply human business of witness, of watching 
and waiting and keeping track” (“Endpaper” 2000). And 
no donation can truly repay the pastors who keep those 
difficult vigils with the dead, the dying and the bereaved.  

Sometimes all that can be done
Is to salvage one sadness from the mass of sadnesses,
To bear one body home, to lay the dead out
among their people, organize the flowers
and casseroles, write the obits, meet the mourners at 

the door, […]
They serve the living tending to the dead (“Local He-

roes” 2005).
I keep leaning 

on Lynch, whose 
lyricism and in-
sight into our lives 
in the moments we 
face death are un-
matched. He knows 
better than anyone 
the patterns of the 
people who step up 
to help “serve the 
living tending to the 
dead.” 

At most Chris-
t i a n  R e f o r m e d 
churches ,  those 
tasks are voluntary. 
Those who work the sound and media; those who perform 
music, serve lunch; unlock and lock up afterwards: in 
one-third of churches, these people are officially unpaid 
(although grieving families may still choose to thank them 
financially). Sixty-four percent of the surveyed congrega-
tions, however, have a policy in place to recompense vol-
unteers. This varies from $25 to $100 per funeral, mostly 
for sound and video techs. It’s worth noting that while these 
amounts are often called “donations” or “honorariums,” the 
funds receive no tax receipt and can’t legally be claimed 
as a donation under Canada Revenue laws. 

Given the growing complexity of who to pay and how 
much, some churches try to simplify the process by mak-
ing arrangements with local funeral homes. In doing so, 
they avoid having to collect any funds themselves: costs 
are itemized, presented, accepted and redirected by the 
funeral director rather than the pastor or church secretary. 

That’s the arrangement the church of this grieving wid-
ower has with a local funeral home.  

“It’s painful [for the church] to send a bill or collect 
money,” its minister told me. “For convenience, and to 
make everything more uniform, it’s just easier to [have 
this] taken out of the hands of the church.”

He says his church doesn’t charge for the use of its 
church building; it donates the coffee and facilitates vol-
unteers to serve and clean up the food, which only costs 
$2 per person. unfortunately, the widower was not made 
aware of these policies ahead of time. It’s a sad postscript 
to what was a beautiful funeral service for his wife, the 
minister adds. Thankfully, the misunderstanding is slowly 
being resolved, and church policy on the matter will be 
brought to the congregation’s attention. Both parties hope 
that this article will be a catalyst for conversation, so that 
better communication between churches, funeral homes 

Churches and funerals continued

“It is by bearing our dead from 
one station to another that we 
learn to bear death,” Lynch says.

Continued on page 3

Funerals are not an ecclesiastical matter in the CRC, leaving each church to make its own policies.

Church budget pays for some
Church members donate it all
Split between donations and family
Family pays it all

12%

16%

26%

46%

Does your church help with funeral food?
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In many cases, where the person’s death is quick, ac-
cidental and unexpected, there is no time to prepare. Those 
accounts live on, like an insect frozen in amber, filled with 
pictures and messages and notes to and from the deceased. 

In those cases, 
in particular, clos-
ing the account or 
saving the personal 
data of the deceased 
can be tricky. A 
close family mem-
ber could contact 
Facebook in an ef-
fort to retrieve the 
information if the 

password isn’t known or saved on a device. The release 
of posthumous information is a legal grey area. Facebook 
believes the terms of service for users that are designed to 
protect privacy also prevent the company from releasing 
such information. Others cite state, provincial or national 
laws that they believe override those terms. The result is 
that court challenges to attempt to force Facebook to open 
accounts to loved ones can be lengthy and frustrating. 

In other cases, where the user is diagnosed with a termi-
nal illness and has time to prepare, the person’s family and 
friends may have permission to post about the person’s death 
and maintain a Facebook account as a kind of virtual memo-
rial. A close relative can send an obituary to the company 
and have the page “memorialized” as a kind of permanent 
virtual cemetery plot where, instead of placing flowers, fam-
ily and friends can continue to post comments and pictures. 

Several companies have formed to help family members 
tackle the tricky terrain of the social media afterlife. One 
helpful site, thedigitalbeyond.com, has links to dozens of 
services that help with digital legacy management. 

People deal with death differently for deep cultural, 
religious or individual reasons, so it makes sense that in a 
relatively new technological setting like Facebook or Twitter, 
the norms and customs around death are still being formed. 
For some, the deceased person’s continuing social media 
presence can be comforting. For others, it can be creepy. 

Speaking from my own experience – soon after Janice 
passed away, I “unfriended” her on Facebook. While that 
didn’t exactly feel right to me – after all, it wasn’t like 
we’d had a falling out or lost touch somehow – it didn’t 
feel right to continue to see her name come up in my social 
media feed, either. 

Plan ahead
Evan Carroll, the founder of “The Digital Beyond,” has 

just one piece of advice for social media users: plan ahead. 
unfortunately, few people seem inclined to do so. 

A 2013 study of users in Great Britain revealed that 
only 20 percent of social media users had even considered 
what would happen to their accounts once they pass away. 
Of these, only a fraction had taken the necessary steps to 

ensure that their wishes were followed. 
Further complicating the issue is that the after-death 

policies for each platform – LinkedIn, Google+, Twitter, 
Yahoo and Facebook – vary from company to company. 
In the case of Facebook in particular – which claims own-
ership over user content – there’s 
very little stopping the company 
from simply deactivating dormant 
accounts if they choose, putting 
precious photos, videos, notes and 
other data at risk of deletion. 

So what can you do to protect your digital legacy and 
make sure your wishes for your online data are respected 
after you die? If you don’t want to use an online service like 
AfterSteps, Legacy Locker or SecureSafe – each of which 
can guide you through the process of digital estate planning 
– there are a number of steps you can take on your own. 

Digital estate 
First, make a list of all the accounts and places you 

might have important data stored. This includes not only 
your social media accounts, but also the iCloud storage that 
comes with Apple devices, online storage providers like 
Amazon, Flickr or Dropbox and any hard drive files you 
might have. The list of digital assets should also include 
your email accounts, banking and any stocks that you might 
trade online as well.

Second, explore the terms of service for each company 
that you deal with. Make sure you’ve clearly understood 
the terms and conditions that you’ve agreed to when you 
signed up for the service. 

Third, you will need to designate a person to take care 
of your assets for you – a kind of electronic executor. This 
should be a person close to you who who is 
trustworthy and tech-savvy. 

Since it’s illegal for anyone other than you 
to access your information, you’ll need to in-
form them that you’ve chosen them to perform 
this duty for you, then create a signed letter 
authorizing them to act on your behalf after 

you’ve passed away. The online ex-
ecutor should be referenced in your 
will, but the assets don’t need to be 
named. You may need a separate 
letter for each digital asset, given 
the range of terms of services for 
each company – though with the 
help of an estate lawyer, you should 
be able to create one that will work 
for most of your online services. 

Fourth, you will need to be clear with the electronic 
executor what your wishes are for your data. This should 
be put into writing as well. 

Fifth, create a document including all the login infor-
mation, security question answers and passwords for each 
account. This should be printed and stored securely in a 
place that your executor knows. 

Sixth – and most importantly – update all this informa-
tion often. Account passwords change. New accounts can 
be added. Services can be changed. Experts advise that you 
should review all your information once a month to make 
sure it’s up to date. 

The final thing you might consider is drafting an email 
or message to be posted after you die. While that may strike 
some as morbid, posthumous letters to loved ones have 
been around since well before the Web – and may bring 
comfort and closure to those you leave behind. 

If you’re on the fence about prepar-
ing a statement, take a look at your last 
Facebook post. In the event of your 
sudden death, those would be your last 
words to your friends on social media. 

It’s worth thinking about. 
Lloyd Rang lives 

in Bowmanville, Ont.

In new technological 
settings, the norms and 
customs around death 
are still being formed.

 

 H
olland & Belgium Cruise Tour

Office space available at 36 Secord Dr., St Catharines. 
Contact Ria at the St Catharines office.

 June 04 – 14, 2014
ONLY $2695.-pp dbl (taxes extra)

Personally escorted by Anne Winter - Manager, Aurora 

The price includes airfare, transfers, 2 nights hotel, sightsee-
ing, a one week cruise on the MPS Rhine Princess “Waterijk 
Zeeland and Antwerpen” cruise. 

Limited group size. Holland trip extensions are possible.
Call us now!

VERSTRAETE TRAVEL & CRUISES
300 - 14845 Yonge St, Aurora ON L4G 6H8   Reg. #3367728

Tel 416 969-8100 or 1-800-565-9267
email aurora@verstraete.com

St. Catharines Office: Tel 905-934-4414 or 1-800-405-6088 

Visit us at www.verstraetetravel.com. 

Social media continued

and church members will help prevent this kind of misunderstanding in future. 
“We’ve buried the hatchet,” the widower concludes. “Make it so people will know.” 
In the end, the method of interment means very little; it’s how we mourn that mat-

ters. The bereaved cannot learn to bear death buried in unexpected post-funeral bills. 
And the pastors and community members who flank the grave alongside them deserve 
deep thanks as they help bear our dead from this life to the next.  

Angela Reitsma Bick is Editor of Christian Courier. She owes a debt to Thomas Lynch, 
even for this title. Your feedback is always welcome to editor@christiancourier.ca or 
at facebook.com/ChrCourier.

Churches and funerals continued

Designate a trustworthy and tech-savvy person to act 
as electronic executor.

Some Facebook 
accounts are 
“memorialized” 
as a kind of 
permanent, virtual 
cemetery plot.

Posthumous letters to loved ones have 
been around since well before the Web.
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Henry Baron
I had seen death before. But I 

hadn’t felt its dagger slice into me 
like it did when my dad died.

He was alive one day. The next 
day he was dead. Death became 
shockingly personal, and when it 
does your world stops.

Oh yes, the world goes on, outside of you. Its 
apparent indifference stuns you. Like the grieving 
mother in Robert Frost’s “Home Burial” you want to 
say:

 . . . the world’s evil. I won’t have grief so
If I can change it.
Oh, I won’t, I won’t.

The sudden death of someone close freezes your 
mind into disbelief. And it silences your tongue.

Weeping and groaning are the language of mourn-
ing. You dig your nails in the earth, bury your tears in 
the pillow at its finality. Only poets plumb the depths 
of overwhelming feelings and sometimes find words to 
express them.

I think I brought something of that 
painful, personal encounter with the 
sudden death of a parent to my teach-
ing later on. In literature one is never 
far away from death; often, too often, 
as Ernest Hemingway observed, “. . . 
the death of the very good and the very 
gentle and the very brave.”

When I joined the Calvin College 
English department in 1968, I did not 
expect that the death of the very good 
and the very gentle and the very brave 
would strike so terribly close, again 
and again. But it did. 

Before my time at Calvin, Professor 
Henry Zylstra, chair of the department, had collapsed 
in 1956 on the streets of Amsterdam from a heart at-
tack at the age of 47. But he would not be the last.

Harmon Hook died in 1974 from a brain tumor at 
age 39.

Stanley Wiersma, while on a Fulbright as Henry 
Zylstra had been, died in 1986 at age 55 in Amsterdam 
from complications following emergency surgery.

Howard McConaughy, in his first year at Calvin, 
died in 1992 of liver cancer, only weeks after diagno-
sis, at the age of 34.

Kenneth Kuiper died in 1998 at age 68, before he 
could enjoy the rewards of retirement, from a lingering 
illness.

Lionel Basney, a man of profound knowledge 
and wisdom, died in 1999 at age 52 from accidental 
drowning.

William Vande Kopple, vibrant with life and laugh-
ter, died in 2013 at age 63 shortly after a diagnosis of 
pancreatic cancer.

Anne Schmidt, beloved wife of English professor 
Gary Schmidt, died at age 55 not many days after a 
diagnosis of liver cancer. 

These were good people who were taken before 
they or we could anticipate such a final farewell. And 
they left huge holes, precisely because their lives had 
been such an important part of our own.

‘More to be Christian with’
“Rage, rage against the dying of 

the light,” said Dylan Thomas. And 
we did. Students too.  

Students spoke fondly of Henry 
Zylstra’s classes as “a revelation.” 
He gave all of us “more to be 
Christian with.” They remembered 
Harmon Hook as one who gave joy 
and light to others, who taught as a 
person, not professor, teaching them 
as people, and not as students.

The reality of someone you knew 
and felt close to suddenly disap-
pearing from your world stuns the 

mind into incomprehension and plunges you into the 
dark valley of grief. A treasured relationship is cut off. 
You realize, maybe for the first time, that there was 
love in that relationship, and your heart aches with its 
absence. Perhaps none of us ever gets used to someone 
special being gone. Deep down, the loss is always felt. 
And the admonition of Shakespeare inhabits our being 
more forcefully:  
    This thou perceiv’st, which makes thy love more strong,  
    To love that well which thou must leave ere long.

Yes, we mourn the losses in our life. We stumble in 
our sadness; sometimes we fall. 

But the words that Stan Wiersma left behind in a 
sealed letter stir us to rise: “There is work to be done 
and a lovely world to be inherited more fully. . . .”

Thus we rise again, for God gives us, the living, 
work to do. As Tolkien reminds us: “All we have to 
decide is what to do with the time that is given us.”

And God gives us faith – the faith of Kenneth Kui-
per who wrote: “The most important tombstone for us 
. . . is the round one . . . which was rolled away by the 
angel of the Lord from Jesus’ tomb. . . . Chiseled into 
our hearts and minds are the words of the young men 
in long white garments, ‘HE IS RISEN.’ And so shall 
we be.”

Therefore, “let evening come . . . don’t be afraid. . . . 
God does not leave us comfortless” (Jane Kenyon).

Henry Baron is Professor of English emeritus 
at Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Mich.
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To love that well
Bert Witvoet

I was 11 when my dad passed away. We 
were still living in the Netherlands then. 
It was a cold Saturday morning, Jan. 26, 
1946, when he left us. 

My sister and I were out skating that 
morning on the estate park pond. We had 

been sent to stay at our uncle’s place because Dad’s condi-
tion had worsened. He suffered from an infection in the head. 
Before we left the house, he had asked to see us. I remember 
walking into the back living room of our house where he lay 
in a bed especially set up for him. His face was swollen from 
the infection. My sister and I said hello, and he said hello 
back to us. That was it. Mom told us to skate to our uncle’s 
house, about a kilometer from our house. We did not realize 
the seriousness of the situation until later.

It was our cousin who came for us when we were skating 
on the park pond. She told us to come to her house because 
our father was very ill. When we came to the front door, 
our aunt opened the door and told us with tears in her eyes 
that Dad had passed away. My sister and I were stunned. 
We sat down in the front room of the house, but felt restless. 
Our aunt said a few words, but for the rest we just sat there, 
not knowing what to say and what to do. My sister and I 
decided to go out and skate on the ice again. This time we 
chose the frozen canal in front of our uncle’s house.

Without saying anything to each other, we involuntarily 
skated in the direction of our house. The canal was fairly 
wide and had houses on each side of it. As we passed one 
spot, two women were hailing each other across the moat. 
“Did you hear that Witvoet passed away?” we heard one of 
them shout to the other. They didn’t realize two of his chil-
dren were skating right through the exchange. It felt surreal.

Skating in limbo
From there we had to get off the ice to walk around a 

lock, where the ice was no longer safe. Back on the canal 
on the other side of the lock we headed for our own house. 
A smaller ditch led from the canal to the back of our house.

There we were, looking at the house. The curtains of 
the living room where we knew Dad lay were drawn. What 
to do? We didn’t dare walk through the backyard to enter 
our home. The awareness that death had invaded our place 
somehow made us afraid. The house no longer invited us in. 
It didn’t seem to be our home. Nobody saw us. It was cold. 
Everything looked cold. We skated back and forth a while, 
and then we left again, to return to our uncle’s house. 

I don’t remember crying. I don’t remember processing 
anything. How does one absorb the reality of a father’s 
passing without the comforting arms of an adult? 

A cold January day

“There is work to be done,” Stan 
Wiersma wrote, “and a lovely 
world to be inhabited more fully.” 

Death does not make sense in this life made for loving. 
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That evening we were allowed to go 
home and join our mother and our older 
two brothers. Our three younger siblings 
were elsewhere. We four older children 
crawled into bed with mother for an hour. 
That was the beginning of our grieving. 
Together we promised Mem we would be 
there for her. And we kept that promise 
as we immigrated to Canada four years 
later and stood by her for the 41 years she 
spent here as a widow.

Another cold day
The day of the funeral stands out in 

my mind as another cold day. Relatives 
gathered in the back of our house as we 
took a last look at Dad’s face behind a 
glass panel in the coffin lid. The un-
adorned simple, black wooden coffin was 
carried through the hallway, through the 
store where we sold beauty articles (our 
Dad had been a hairdresser) to a waiting 
funeral carriage draped in black curtains 
with tassels, drawn by a Frisian horse 
covered by black cloth and sporting a 
black plume on its head. The funeral di-
rector, also dressed in black and wearing 
a black cocked hat, led the procession as 
the rest of us followed the hearse on foot, 
eastward along the main street to where 
the cemetery was situated just outside 
the village. The village bell was tolling. 
At certain spots along the route people 
respectfully paused as we passed and 
headed for the cemetery. And there we 
stood around the grave and laid our dad 
to rest.

Today I am reminded of a poem by 
Andrew Marvell entitled “To a Coy 
Mistress”:

The grave’s a fine and private place,
But none, I think, do there embrace.
Nor did we, who survived, embrace 

this death. How does one embrace a 
void, or the darkness of the horse-drawn 
hearse, or a simple black-box coffin, or 
the blind side of a house with curtains 
drawn, or the shouting of two women 
passing the news about Dad’s dying, or 
the stunned silence in the front room of 
our uncle’s house? Maybe the darkness 
and the cold were appropriate because 
death does not make sense in this life 
made for loving.

The only message I take away from 
the grave is that we must love and 
embrace while we can. With Andrew 
Marvell I say,

But at my back I always hear
Time’s winged chariot hurrying near.

My friend Henry Baron and I have a lot in 
common. Both of us are Frisian and were born 
in 1934. Henry left the Netherlands at age 14; 
I left it at age 15. Both of us ended up teaching 
English – he at college, I at high school. Henry 

was a columnist for the Christian Educator’s 
Journal, and chair of its board, and it was he 

who recruited me to become editor of the same 
magazine in my retirement. 

I received my Feb. 10 contributor’s copy 
of Christian Courier. . . . Although I thank 
you for the cheque, I especially wanted to 
comment on the lovely presentation made 
of my poem, “Ever God Rummages” (Art-
ful Eye, p. 13). It was given a nice, open 
setting and illustrated beautifully – that is 
dear to a poet’s heart! More importantly, 
such an attractive presentation emphasizes 
the message God has for the reader through 
the verse, makes it more appealing, invites 
the reader to take the time to absorb it. 

Sandy Mayle
Erie, Penn.

I want to thank Nick Loenen for the 
painful but touching story of his brother 
Jack (“. . . But the greatest is love,” Jan. 
27). From my reading and understanding 
of the Bible there is no question that Jack 
was welcomed into paradise with a party, 
fatted calf and all. It is for the hurt and 
the broken that the Incarnation happened.

The church often misses this very point 
of the gospel. There is often an expectation 
that somehow we have to meet a certain 
moral standard before God’s grace applies. 
It is often forgotten that the grace of God is 
a free gift, unconditional, especially for the 
hurt and broken (as in the parable of the tax 
collector and the Pharisee). From the story, 
Jack seemed to understand this grace bet

ter than most and lived it, in spite of be-
ing outside the church. This is the church 
that dealt with him in judgment rather than 
with grace and love.

The story shows, once again, that on 
many of the important social issues of the 
day the church is on the wrong side of the 
issue. From slavery to the place of women, 
to the full acceptance of our gay brothers and 
sisters the church seems to miss the point of 
the gospel, that is, that grace is free, a gift; 
it cannot be earned; it is for everyone; all.

Thanks again Nick for sharing. I have 
learned again how those injured and rejected 
by the “older brother” come to know the 
grace and unconditional love, of the Father.

John Kamphof
Cobble Hill, B.C.

I very much appreciate your plans as 
editors for the coming months to publish 
articles which present a variety of series 
on the issue of homosexuality. The very 
fact that this is your plan, along with other 
crucial issues, and to do this from a bibli-
cal and Reformed perspective is highly 
commendable – and as you state, we do 
not have to wait until later for dealing with 
such topics. I very much hope that you will 
get good responses to your attempt to do so. 
As a pastor serving the Christian Reformed 
Church in NA for many years I have pre-
viously mentioned that once you actually 
meet issues person to person (when you 
concretely “put a face” on the issue) you 
soon come away from making a judgment 
(which is easiest by far and most direct) on 
the person involved in dealing with matters 
he or she might be struggling with. One’s 
homosexuality is something I’ve had to deal 
with pastorally over the years.

The personal and sensitive article by 
Nick Loenen (“. . . But the greatest is love,” 
Jan. 27) brings this issue to an honest con-
cern, and I thank Nick for his boldness to 
bring this very close and personal family 
issue to our attention. The sincere and very 
painful experience of his brother Jack calls 
us to consider, and in fact reconsider, the 
fact that it is easy for us as members of a 
church to shun such a person and to isolate 
him/her so that breaking away from the 
fellowship of believers results. For those of 
us who are heterosexual it is easy to “cast a 
stone” based on our interpretation of certain 
biblical passages but for those struggling 
with their homosexual identity life can 
become a huge complex of struggles as 
such a person is simply made out to be a 
sinner and is in need of repentance. If only 
it were that way!

Seeking God-filled lives
In dealing with this topic we do not just 

have to end up agreeing with all that is 
within the homosexual “world” – we most 
certainly do not and cannot do that with 

everything that happens to our so-called 
“normal world.” Rather we must seek to 
come to an understanding how the sexuality 
that a person deals with and often struggles 
with is a medical and psychological issue 
not addressed in the Bible’s teachings in the 
New Testament (Paul in particular includes 
homosexuality as one of the many issues 
that the church must be willing to deal 
with), for the recognition that there was a 
homosexual orientation of members at that 
time is not dealt with in scripture’s setting. 
Paul condemns any kind of life that “. . . 
that exchanged the truth of God for a lie” 
(Rom. 1:25), and that continues repeatedly 
in both the heterosexual and homosexual 
unbelieving life styles. 

In my sincere opinion Jack’s life struggle 
cannot be easily placed in the context of 
various passages cited, for his decisions 
were not merely based on making a sexual 
“choice” and so be done with his orienta-
tion and therefore scripture itself. That is 
precisely what we see in the battles that 
Jack and many of our fellow believers deal 
with. I know from many of them personally 
that they do not just endorse or condone 
anything and everything in the homosexual 

communities for in their personal crisis they 
are absolutely not leaving God out of their 
existence and simply deciding to be God-
less in their lives. On the contrary, they are 
sincerely asking how to live a God-filled 
life in such a setting.

Rather than isolate and shun our fel-
low believer we need to walk alongside 
our brother and sister in dealing with their 
difficult personal issue, and a call to repen-
tance is not the easy and simple solution in 
such settings, for repentance is the needed 
and daily experience of anyone in Christ. 
In all sincerity we must seek to understand 
the trials that our members are coping with 
and so to assure them in an ongoing way of 
the love and care and compassion of Jesus 
Christ for all of life. Let us sincerely help 
Jack and so many others as they walk with 
“shoes” they had never expected to wear 
or walk in, and let us as followers of Christ 
make compassionately sure that the shoe 
fits for anyone who walks the Good news 
talk of Christ, for there but for the grace of 
Christ go I.

Henry Numan, pastor emeritus 
Vancouver, B.C.

God’s grace is a free gift

Walk alongside those struggling with homosexual identity

Poem’s setting enriches itA cold January day continued
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WASHINGTON D.C.(CNA/EWTN) – Christians in the 
West must take seriously their duty to support fellow Chris-
tians suffering in the Middle East, the birthplace of their 
faith, says a team of filmmakers documenting the subject. 

“Christianity began in the East, and Christians in the 
West seem to have forgotten that fact,” said Drew Bowling, 
a Washington-based writer. Bowling is working alongside 
writer Andrew Doran and filmmaker Jordan Allott to cre-
ate a documentary about the violence and discrimination 
facing Middle Eastern Christians.

“It’s tragic to see Christianity in the East under threat, 
and see Christians in the West – who are not under such 
threats – ignore it or fail to do what they can,” Bowling 
told an interviewer last month. He noted that many in the 
West simply do not realize the bleak situation for many 
Christians in other parts of the world.

Jordan Allott said he wants to bring attention to the matter 
and to put “pressure” on lawmakers in the West “to stand up 
for Christians.” He hopes viewers of the documentary will 
“feel a connection with the subjects,” and want “to help them 
in a time of need.” He noted, “Our faith is what it is here be-
cause of what their ancestors did there,” stressing the link be-
tween Christianity in the West and its roots in the Middle East.

The filmmakers hope to demonstrate the charity, resil-
ience and determination of Christians in the region. Allott 
pointed to a man they met in Beirut, Lebanon. George 
Maalouly is an Orthodox Christian actively engaged in 
his Christian community and who hosts prayer groups in 
his home. Maalouly also helps those in need, regardless of 
faith. He housed two Muslim Syrian refugees in a van, giv-
ing them electricity and food, and he “even came by with 
Christmas presents for the children,” said Allott.

Resilient faith
This example is not isolated, Bowling said, pointing 

to the charity of the Good Shepherd Sisters in Lebanon’s 
Beqaa valley, who work to shelter and feed Syrian refugees. 
Many of the refugee camps have become sites for increas-
ing extremism; however, these sisters and other Christians 
caring for largely Muslim refugee populations “provide 
filters for radicalization.” 

“Despite the fact that they are the ones marginalized, they 
are the ones serving Muslims” who are injured or displaced 
by conflicts in the region, Doran said. “They are bridges to 
peace for their own communities and for the outside world.”

Bowling said that he was particularly struck by the 
resilience of a 12-year-old boy, Elias, who he met at the 
Turkey-Syria border. While walking to school one day, 
Elias was “seized from behind, blindfolded and gagged” 
by al-Qaida soldiers. While he was later rescued, the kid-
napping, combined with the loss of other family members 
in the Syrian civil war, compelled his family to flee the 
country. Elias and his family are “now living in this Turkish 
refugee camp, completely impoverished, with no money 
to go anywhere,” Bowling said. But in spite of all these 

Kristen deRoo Vanderberg
BuRLINGTON, Ont. (CRCNA) – World Renew has 

become a full member of the Humanitarian Accountability 
Partnership (HAP), a group that has pioneered account-
ability in humanitarian organizations since 2003. World 
Renew, formerly CRWRC, is the relief and development 
arm of the Christian Reformed Church in North America.

HAP is a global membership whose work spans more 
than 140 countries. It has become a leader in account-
ability-related certification, training and research in 
humanitarian work. HAP defines accountability as “the 
responsible use of power.” It encourages member organi-
zations to uphold the rights and dignity of crisis-affected 
populations across the world.

“We are very pleased to now be a full member of 
HAP,” said Wayne de Jong, World Renew director of 
Disaster Response and Rehabilitation.

“It is a recognition of the well-run, ethical, efficient and 
effective disaster response activities that we carry out, and 
lets others know that we provide humanitarian assistance 
with the highest possible degree of accountability to the 
crisis-affected people and communities we serve.”

“As a Christian organization, our ministry is first and 
foremost carried out according to our Christian calling 
and values,” said de Jong. “This means that we recognize 
all people as image-bearers of God and therefore worthy 
of our respect. It also means that we are stewardly with 
the finances we’ve been given and that we are transparent 
with our beneficiaries as well as our supporters.”

The HAP “Certification Scheme” provides a rigorous 
verification of an organization’s accountability and qual-
ity management. A HAP certification indicates that an 
organization is compliant with the 2010 HAP Standard 
in Accountability and Quality Management.

Typhoon Haiyan survivors in the Philippines are grateful for the assistance they've received from World Renew. Photo courtesy 
Harry & Annie Bergshoeff, International Relief Managers; for an update on the Philippines response, see thebergshoeffs.org. 

World Renew receives ‘accountability’ recognition

Filmmakers draw attention to 
plight of Middle East’s Christians 

hardships, their faith is strong and they are hopeful they 
can one day return to their Syrian homeland.

“Elias and his family want to remain in the Middle East 
because they believe that is the homeland of Christians,” he 
said, adding that many Christians he talked to in the region 
do not want to emigrate. They have a history, a historic faith 
and a multi-generational attachment to the land, he explained. 
“The idea of them disappearing entirely is heart wrenching.”

‘Help me!’
Christians who choose to remain in the region face per-

secution. Bowling said that the day he arrived in Lebanon, 
al-Qaida jihadists “burned to the ground the most ancient 
Orthodox library in Tripoli. They talked about the flames 
coming from that library as being symbolic of the fate of 
all the Christians in that country,” saying that the Christians 
would face damnation and hellfire for their beliefs.

Doran described an encounter with an Armenian Syrian 
woman named Sita that has been “seared” into his memory. 
Now living after her husband was shot by snipers in the 
streets of Aleppo, Sita looked at Doran with a “face seized 
with anguish,” pleading, “Help me.”

“That just stayed with me,” he said, explaining his “feel-
ing of frustration, anger and helplessness” at being unable 
to aid the suffering woman. Doran hopes Christians in the 

West will push their lawmakers to enact policies that help 
to protect their brethren in the Middle East. Christians there 
are baffled that Western governments, and especially the 
u.S., have adopted policies that have had “predictable and 
negative consequences” for Christians.

U.S. foreign policy “tends to blunder to the benefit of 
extremist groups” toward supporting governments and 
institutions that “contribute to the gradual erosion” of a 
Christian presence in the Middle East, Doran said. “On a 
basic human rights level we should not be giving money 
to governments essentially enforcing apartheid” against 
Christian populations, he added.

Doran encouraged Western Christians not only to get 
involved in foreign policy concerns in their respective coun-
tries, but to reach out to fellow Christians in the Middle East, 
particularly through their churches. While safety is impor-
tant, he added, traveling to the Middle East is an opportunity 
for great witness on the behalf of Christians in the region 
– especially for pastors, priests and other church leaders. 

Observing a silver lining amid the violence confronting 
Middle East Christians, Doran said that the oppression has cre-
ated a “growing sense of a single identity” that transcends old 
theological and historical disputes between different Christian 
denominations. He also said that he had witnessed “moderate 
Muslims identifying with Christians” in the region.

A sister treats a Syrian woman at the Mother of Mercy clinic in 
Zerqa, Jordan. 
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Marian Van Til, with files from TKUC
EDMONTON (TKuC) – “Thanks to two record 

pledges from major donors totaling $8.5 million over 
10 years,” The King’s university College (TKuC) in 
Edmonton says it will be able to launch a School of Busi-
ness later this year.

The business school will build on the university’s 
existing Bachelor of Commerce program, and TKuC 
will then become what it is calling a “leading provider 
of Christian business education in Western Canada.” The 
School of Business is expected to add up to six account-
ing and finance-related courses as well as a course called 
Environmentally and Socially Sustainable Business. 

The multimillion-dollar gifts “are a major vote of con-
fidence from our supporting community,” said President 
Melanie Humphreys in a press release. “We are truly 
grateful. These amazing new gifts will allow us to expand 
our commerce program through leading-edge initiatives, 
setting King’s apart from many other undergraduate busi-
ness programs in Western Canada.”

Humphreys continued, “Our current commerce pro-
gram is highly regarded and has helped launch many 
successful careers, but limited funding has so far restricted 
our ability to broaden our course offerings and deepen the 
expertise of our full-time faculty.” 

The new business school will also require the appoint-
ment of a fourth full-time, tenure-track faculty member. 
A search will go out for a candidate “with a focus on en-
trepreneurship, marketing, and/or international business.” 

The business school may also include such programs 
as professional and distance education, global learning 
experience, student entrepreneurship and corporate leader 
mentorship.

“Our four-year B.Com degree is already well recog-
nized in the business community,” said Humphreys. “Now 
King’s is poised to deliver the next level of leading edge 
education in business and meet a crucial opportunity in 
the broader Christian community, partnering with a group 
of visionary advisors and sponsors to help us achieve this 
challenge.” 

NEW YORK (CNS) – In 2012 there were more black 
babies killed by abortion (31,328) in New York City than 
were born there (24,758), and the black children killed 
comprised 42.4 percent of the total number of abortions in 
the Big Apple, according to a report by the New York City 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.

The report, entitled Summary of Vital Statistics 2012 The 
City of New York, Pregnancy Outcomes, was prepared by the 
New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, 
Office of Vital Statistics. 

Table 1 of the report presents the total number of live 
births, “spontaneous terminations” (miscarriages), and “in-
duced terminations” (abortions) for women in age brackets 
between 15 and 49. The table also breaks down that data 
by race (Hispanic, Asian and Pacific Islander, non-Hispanic 
white, non-Hispanic black) and by borough of residence 
(Manhattan, Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island).

The numbers show that in 2012 there were 31,328 abor-
tions among non-Hispanic black women in New York City. 
That same year, there were 24,758 live births for non-Hispanic 
black women in New York City, revealing that there were 
6,570 more abortions than live births of black children.

The number of live births in New York City in 2012 for 
women ages 15-49 was 123,231. That is a rate of 14.8 live 
births per 1,000 women, the lowest rate since 1979. In ad-
dition, the live birth rate (per 1,000 women) has declined 
four percent since 2003, when it was 15.4, states the report. 
In addition, while there were 73,815 abortions in New York 
City in 2012, the rate of abortions per 1,000 women has 
actually dropped 8.6 percent since 2011.

JOHANNESBuRG, S. Africa (Agenzia Fides ) – “The 
national election represents a referendum on the ANC’s 
performance in government,” said the editorial in South 
Africa’s Roman Catholic weekly The Southern Cross in a 
recent issue dedicated to the country’s legislative and local 
elections scheduled for May 7.

The African National Congress (ANC) has governed 
South Africa since the end of the apartheid regime, first 
via Nelson Mandela as president, then through his succes-
sor, Thabo Mbeki. Amidst intense ANC infighting, Mbeki 
was forced to resign in 2008. Leftist Jacob Zuma then won 
election as the country’s president, despite having been 
dismissed from the government in 2005 for corruption, and 
being put on trial for rape. 

under Zuma the ANC has consolidated its power and 
South Africa is effectively a one-party state. 

The Southern Cross writes about the upcoming spring 
election, “At a national level the question is not whether the 
ANC will lose power, but by what margins it will retain it.”

The editor points out that “South Af-
rica’s democracy is handicapped by the 
absence of an opposition that might pose 
an electoral threat to the ANC nationally, 
and empower the electorate to hold the 
government accountable for its failures 
through the ballot box.” For this reason, 
the editorial continues, “South Africans 
have no confidence in the democratic 
system and do not plan to vote.”

Write a new chapter
The Southern Cross underlines, however, that 20 years 

after the end of apartheid South Africa has the ability to 
change (“the voters have the freedom to write a new chapter 
in the country’s history”), despite the many problems that still 

afflict society: racial bias from both blacks and whites, mass 
poverty, unemployment, infrastructural and social service 
delivery to the poor, sexual and general violence (among 
the highest murder and rape rates in the world), deficient 
education and what has been called “a widespread attitude of 

xenophobia towards African migrants.”
There have been some successes. 

The latest joint pastoral letter from 
the Southern African Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference and the Leadership 
Conference of Consecrated Life notes 
statistics relating to houses built, water 
provided, electricity supplied, roads 
constructed, health facilities created, 
social grants implemented as signs of 
“improvements of lives brought about 
by democracy.” Thus, the editorial con-

cluded, it is necessary to encourage South Africans to vote 
“because the right to vote was won with the blood of those 
who fought for this universal law.” 

New York City: More black babies aborted than born

South Africa:
Christian newspaper urges voter involvement despite one-party rule

Edmonton: King’s University 
College to launch business 
school with $8.5 million gifts

“King’s is poised,” President Humphreys says, “to deliver the 
next level of leading edge education in business.”

This 4.5 metric tonne statue, on the lawn of the Union Buildings, 
is the world’s largest of Mandela. 

Voters, even disillusioned ones, still 
have the freedom to effect change. 

Ryan Bomberger co-founded the Radiance Founda-
tion, known for its large billboards that call out the 
abortion industry for targeting black babies. 
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I have a professor colleague who loves the era of the American 
1960s. From him I have learned to belt out protest songs like Draft 
Dodger Rag, Where Have All the Flowers Gone and This Land is 
Your Land. I love these songs but when my friend spent thousands 
of dollars to fly across the country to attend the Clearwater Concert 
in Madison Square Garden for Pete Seeger’s 90th birthday I thought 
he was a little crazy. Four years later Pete Seeger has died, and I 
wish more than anything I had invited myself along to the party. As 

I have learned more about Seeger in the last weeks I see that he was more than a folk 
singer icon and more than a peace activist. He was a model of what it means to live 
life well even while we live life imperfectly.

Seeger believed that individual people 
have responsibility in the world and can 
make a difference. He believed in the power 
of song and in the power of community. He 
said that music makes life livable. It helps us 
to survive and it distracts us from struggle. 
With songs like Turn, Turn, Turn; We Shall 
Overcome and If I Had a Hammer, he dem-
onstrated that bringing music to people could 
then inspire them toward social change. 

But Seeger was misunderstood in many 
ways and considered unpatriotic by the 
united States government. His focus on civil 
rights and labor as well as his anti-war senti-
ment were sometimes seen as traitorous. He 
was blacklisted and blackballed, shut out of 
television for almost 20 years. At the height 
of Cold War tension he wrote songs argu-
ing that Russians were “only people too.” 
The government went through his garbage 
and monitored his actions because he had 
been associated with the Young Communist 
League. 

upon Seeger’s death, in his honour, 
President Barack Obama said, “Over the years, Pete used his voice and his hammer 
to strike blows for workers’ rights and civil rights; world peace and environmental 
conservation, and he always invited us to sing along. For reminding us where we come 
from and showing us where we need to go, we will always be grateful to Pete Seeger.”

Called to be a pillar 
Seeger was a man of great integrity, admired at his death by many. That said, it 

is always a mistake to put people on too high a pedestal. Pete Seeger and Toshi Ota 
married in 1943 and over the course of his life Pete often credited her with being the 
foundation of his success. By all accounts the Seegers were a real partnership, which 
is inspiring given the era in which they lived. But the way the partnership developed 
does give me pause, especially as I work with students. 

Toshi raised the children while Pete traveled, and she worked as his producer and 
scheduler. But Pete’s sister has said that Toshi’s tremendous commitment to the fam-
ily, often in Pete’s absence, was evidence of her willingness to support Pete’s vision 
– a vision that was not necessarily Toshi’s. Seeger’s daughter Tinya has said that her 
father’s commitment to simple living in the Hudson River Valley was hard on her 
mother, who did most of the work. In the 1940s and 1950s they had no running water 
or electricity. Toshi was an activist and she had early talent in both music and art. 
Tinya has expressed sorrow that her mother was not able to all that she wanted to do.

In the past couple of years two former students, both male, have asked me some 
version of the same question. “If two people are talented in an area, can it be one 
person’s calling to be the support system for the other person?” It is an interesting 
question and I am not certain I know the answer. I certainly believe that it can be a 
calling from God to support a partner and to care for a home and children. But that 
wasn’t the question. The question assumed that both partners had similar talent and 
one repeatedly gave up her (or his) own opportunities to support the other. Pete and 
Toshi Seeger should be remembered for having a lovely partnership, but the sacrifices 
Toshi made for Pete’s vision make me sad.

For now I will leave it with a Pete Seeger lyric from Waist Deep in the Big Muddy. 
“Well, I’m not going to plant any moral; I’ll leave that for you.” More on partnership, 
family and calling in April.

 Julia (jstronks@whitworth.edu) has practiced law and is the Edward B. Lindaman Chair 
at Whitworth University (affiliated with the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.) in Spokane, Wash.

A century ago, during the 
Progressive Era in the united 
States, would-be reformers 
went about trying to dem-
ocratize more thoroughly an 
already democratic political 
system. In 1913 the Seven-
teenth Amendment to the 

Constitution provided for direct election of 
Senators, who had previously been appointed 
by the several state legislatures. Even the 
method of selecting a presidential candidate 
was reformed to bring more popular partici-
pation to the nomination process.

In 1933 one-time presidential aspirant Al 
Smith observed that the cure for the ills of 
democracy is more democracy. But might it 
be possible to over-democratize a political 
system to its detriment?

Here in Canada our head of state inherits 
her office. The Queen has been an exemplary 
public servant during her lengthy reign, but 
no one can pretend she was chosen according 
to the merit principle or by popular acclama-
tion. Our Senate is similarly filled by appoint-
ment, despite abortive efforts at reforming 
the upper chamber of Parliament. Yet we too 
were influenced by Progressive Era reforms 
of a hundred years ago.

Prior to 1919 a party leader in the House 
of Commons was chosen by the party’s par-
liamentary caucus. However, that year saw 
the death of long-time Liberal leader Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier just prior to the beginning of 
a convention to restore unity to a fragmented 
party after the divisive conscription crisis of 
1917. Because delegates from across Canada 
were already scheduled to meet later that year, 
Laurier’s unexpected passing provided an 
opportunity to hold an American-style leader 
selection convention, which chose William 
Lyon Mackenzie King as his successor. The 
opposition Conservatives followed suit a few 
years later.

Since then the selection of party leaders 
has been even more thoroughly democratized, 
with ordinary party members and supporters 
playing an increasing role in the process. This 
is a good thing, right?

Backbencher revolts
Well, perhaps not. In 1990, after Prime 

Minister Margaret Thatcher foolishly im-
posed a poll tax in Scotland, where she was 
least popular, her Conservative caucus were 
able to unseat her precisely because they had 
put her there in the first place. When she was 
no longer able to govern effectively, it was 
a simple matter to remove her and replace 

her with someone else. Even Tony Blair had 
to fend off revolts in his own Labour Party 
back benches.

By contrast, here in Canada such revolts 
are almost impossible to carry off, thereby 
preventing a potentially effective check on 
the Prime Minister’s insufficiently account-
able power. In their award-winning book, 
Democratizing the Constitution, authors Peter 
Aucoin, Mark Jarvis and Lori Turnbull point 
out that making the party’s leader depend-
ent on its rank and file has inadvertently 
strengthened the hand of that leader over 
his own parliamentary caucus. Because the 
party faithful are too diffuse a body to exer-
cise effective control over their leader and 
because the parliamentary caucus cannot go 
against the rank and file, the leader’s – and, 
if the party forms the government, Prime 
Minister’s – position is enhanced within the 
system as a whole. The former Canadian 
Alliance discovered this problem just over a 
decade ago when their leader, Stockwell Day, 
proved unable to command the loyalty of his 
party caucus despite having won the support 
of the grassroots.

Checks and balances
Philosopher Yves R. Simon once wrote 

that, for a democracy to function properly, it 
needs healthy nondemocratic institutions. In-
deed there is a small but growing movement 
south of the border to repeal the Seventeenth 
Amendment to restore what they see as the in-
tegrity of the American federal system against 
an overly intrusive central government in 
Washington. In fact, for much of the past 
two and a half millennia in the west, the most 
thoughtful political philosophers favoured 
something they called a mixed constitution 
– one that would combine the best features 
of monarchy, aristocracy and democracy in a 
single composite constitutional framework.

Here in Canada it may be that we have the 
worst features of monarchy in its pure form. 
The office at issue, however, is not that of 
the Queen, but of her Prime Minister, whom 
Parliament, under most circumstances, seems 
incapable of reining in. Perhaps it’s time to re-
verse the reform of 1919 and allow the party’s 
parliamentary caucus to choose its leader. 
Yes, it may sound undemocratic, but over 
the long term it may serve to make the Prime 
Minister more accountable and to restore a 
badly-needed balance to our own otherwise 
resilient constitutional framework.
David T. Koyzis teaches politics at Redeemer 

University College and is the author of the 
award-winning Political Visions and Illusions.

Icons, feet of clay 
and calling
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Cara DeHaan
For those of us who 

“read to know we are not 
alone, “ as C.S. Lewis says 
in Shadowlands, Willy 
Nywening’s The Journey 
Home reminds us that the 
struggles we face and the 
questions we pose are not 
ours alone. In our journey 
towards “home,” however 
we define it, we walk in the 
footsteps of others. By liv-
ing into their struggles and 
pondering their questions, 

we can find strength and encouragement.
The Journey Home introduces us to Martha and Jamie, 

siblings thrown into the rigid adult world of post-World 
War II small-town southern Ontario when their mother dies 
of pneumonia five years after their father died defending 
Holland, his ancestral home. It’s a harsh world in which 
duty rules, in which Jamie at age five is told to “be a man 
now” and Martha at age 13 is expected to quit school to 
help out in the home. Most readers will find the world fa-
miliar, even those of us who were born long after the 1940s. 

Martha and Jamie live first with their childless uncle and 
aunt, but when, after several months, the couple’s struggles 
with various demons render them unable to care properly 
for the children, the orphaned siblings are taken in by the 
Presbyterian minister and his wife. The children come of age 
in this household, which, though generally a more nurturing 
environment, does not shield them from further tragedy. 

As the novel narrates Martha and Jamie’s growth into 
young adulthood, so too it explores how the children’s adult 
caregivers have been shaped by their various life circum-
stances: by relationships with parents, siblings and peers; by 
difficulties such as infertility and poverty; by events such as 
war and abuse. Journey shows that we are shaped not only by 
our past but also by forces such as pride, fear, self-pity, guilt 
and deception. These influences are repeatedly personified. 
For the Presbyterian minister, for example, “The sin of pride 
was a fiend that sat on his shoulder and whispered seductive 
sensations in his ear.” His wife, in contrast, faced different 
“unwelcome stalkers: regret, remorse, apprehension and 
angst,” which “pulled up chairs and circled around her. She 
screamed at them in an irrational attempt to leave her be. 
They mocked her even more, taking her hands and her heart 
and in their own, embracing her until she couldn’t breathe.” 
The narrator uses this literary technique too often for my 
liking, but such passages will resonate with any readers who 
have wrestled against evil of any sort. 

Even as the novel portrays the power of negative forces, 
it also demonstrates the important shaping force of com-
passion, friendship, forgiveness and love. Here I found the 
secondary characters of the novel particularly compelling, 
and wished (like Jamie) that their presence in Martha and 
Jamie’s lives (and in the novel) weren’t so brief: characters 
such as the migrant worker Samson who befriends Jamie, 
the gravedigger who saves Jamie from near death when 
he falls asleep in the cold by his mother’s grave and the 
teacher who diagnoses Jamie’s dyslexia and helps him to 
find academic success.

Woven throughout the tragic elements of the narrative is 
a question that we all need to address at some time: what is 

God’s role in the hardships we experience? Is he “a loving 
God who was kind, gentle and accepting” or “the angry, 
vindictive God [. . .] who screamed of vengeance and hell?” 
Five-year-old Jamie is agitated by “the idea that he was to 
love the God who had taken his mother.” Agitation, indeed. 
As we come to grips with a God whose character and ways 
are ultimately beyond our ken, we can empathize with the 
characters in The Journey Home and find encouragement 
in the ways they respond. 

As the title indicates, the novel also asks What is home? 
and How do we journey there? Nywening’s answer is dis-
tilled in her epigraph poem, “The finest of all dwellings,” 
which is worth reading both before the novel and again 
afterwards, for new resonances. 

The Journey Home doesn’t stand out for the beauty or ef-
ficiency of its prose. A self-published novel, it has more typos 
and punctuation errors than any book I’ve read in the recent 
past. I also often wished that the omniscient narrator would 
do more observing and less interpreting, more showing and 
less explaining, more colouring and less connecting the dots. 

Thematically, though, the novel is worth a read. As Mar-
tha and Jamie come of age, they, like the other characters 
in the novel, must decide whether they will be guided by 
tragedy, duty and evil or by hope, compassion and love. 
Each of us faces this decision every day, and those who 
choose to read The Journey Home will 
find strength for their journey.
Cara DeHaan reads, proofreads and serves 

God in Waterloo, Ont., shaped by life with 
her husband and three children and invigo-
rated by the communities of Waterloo CRC 

and Laurentian Hills Christian School.

The footsteps we follow

The Journey Home
by Willy Nywening
universe 206 pages

Brian Bork
Early in Unapologetic, 

Francis Spufford recounts 
a severe row he had with 
his wife, some 15 years 
ago. One of those slow burn 
quarrels that begins in the 
afternoon and then ransacks 
its way into the wee hours. 
The morning after, she left 
for work. He went to a cafe 
(he’s a writer by trade). At 
the cafe, the overhead speak-
ers played the Adagio move-
ment from Mozart’s Clarinet 
Concerto, a piece that Spuf-
ford says sounded “the way 
mercy would sound.” 

Spufford’s Christian faith is “made of, built up from, 
sustained by emotions” like the one he felt that morning. 
By that, he doesn’t mean to imply that a micro-managing 
God arranged the timing just right so that’d he’d be in that 
cafe at the precise moment the barista put Mozart on the 
cassette deck. It’s more that he (and Mozart, 200 years 
earlier) recognized in that music some aspect or portion 
of the way things actually are. The fabric of reality is wo-
ven through with strands of mercy and love, and we can 
recognize that, if we let ourselves be still, if we find some 
“vessel of hush” that removes us from our sundry distrac-
tions and lets us turn inward.

The rest of the marvellous Unapologetic: Why, Despite 
Everything, Christianity Can Still Make Surprising Emo-
tional Sense, spins out from that idea. The book works as a 

subversion of a typical apologetic, which, at least in recent 
years, has meant a hyper-rational defense of the great claims 
of Christianity. Theology done on science’s terms, if you 
will. If you’ve ever watched someone like William Lane 
Craig buffer his way through a YouTube debate, you might 
wonder what all that arguing works up to in the end. When 
Christians sing of the blessed assurance of knowing Jesus, 
they’re drawing on something much deeper than, or at least 
in addition to, cold, crisp rationality. Though many may 
mock that depth of feeling as cosmic wish-fulfillment, Spuf-
ford claims it has a “grown-up dignity,” meaning it’s a basic, 
recognizable and honest human emotion. And that means 
he’s most definitely “not sorry” for affirming its goodness.

If you’re of a more doctrinal alignment, you may be 
concerned that all this emotional talk means Spufford is just 
peddling some softheaded New Age woo. You can rest as-
sured, then, for he’s included some robust yet wonderfully 
non-systematic theology in subsequent chapters. There’s 
an insightful discussion of sin, in which Spufford offers up 
his own spin on the doctrine of total depravity, described 
with the acronym “HPtFtu,” the human propensity to, erm, 
“mess” things up. He fancies an argument, too, notably in 
his approach to Bertrand Russell’s dodgy tea pot analogy 
for God’s non-existence, and in a glorious takedown of 
John Lennon’s insipid “Imagine,” the “My Little Pony of 
philosophical statements.”

Most stirring of all is his recounting of Jesus’ life in the 
chapter “Yeshua.” It is, of course, a deeply familiar tale 
to most of us, and the beauty of the chapter is that Spuf-
ford, with absolutely coruscating prose, is able to make it 
riveting. I feel compelled to leave some of it here, as an 
amuse-bouche for a feast of a book. Here’s Spufford on the 
very moment of Jesus’ passion: 

The doors of his heart are wedged open wide, and in 
rushes the whole pestilential flood, the vile and roiling 
tide of cruelties and failures and secrets. Let me take 
that from you, he is saying . . . I am big enough. I am 
wide enough. . . . I am the father who longs for every 
last one of his children. I am the friend who will never 
leave you. I am the light behind the darkness. I am the 
shining your shame cannot extinguish. I am the ghost 
of love in the torture chamber. . . . I am the earth that 
drinks up the bloodstain. I am gift without cost. I am. 
I am. I am. Before the foundations of the world, I am.”

I’ve been fighting the urge to order a copy of this book 
for every Zaccheus I know; for all my friends who find 
themselves on the outskirts of faith, curious still, peer-
ing through the branches, yet keeping their distance. Not 
necessarily the doomy dark night of the soul types, but 
those, like me, who know well the backyard dusk of the 
soul; one where God isn’t manifest in every hike up the 
mountains, but flits like a lightning bug under the bird 
bath, or over by the swing set. The God who speaks in the 
whisper – or maybe just the hum – I hear when I’ve at last 
hushed my noise. Francis Spufford has not written to en-
courage people keen on specious arguments, or convinced 
by the false certainty of typical apologetics. But folks 
with an appetite for exploring those mysterious internal 
resonances – and a cracking conversation 
with a salty-tongued British mate – will 
find a profound defense of their deepest 
intuition.

Brian is CC’s Review Editor and 
a CRC chaplain at the University of 

Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier University.

Not a bit sorry

Unapologetic: 
Why, Despite Everything, 
Christianity Can Still Make 
Surprising Emotional Sense
by Francis Spufford
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A Mother’s Farewell
As I lay dying,
as I lay crying
it is for the leaving that comes
with the coming of my last sleep,
for the final cutting of the apron strings
that dying brings;
it is for our farewell, my children,
my children, for you that I weep.

But you are not alone –
though I return to dust and bone,
I shall not leave you, not even when
the dread darkness upon me creeps;

for I leave you in the care of Another –
God, who dandles us on the knees like a mother,
God, who neither slumbers nor sleeps –
what I cannot hold, he keeps.

And so I bid fare well,
(in God’s hand you will)
and I bid you not covet what might have been,
for these things too shall keep
till all God’s children
rise at last from their short sleep.

             Joe Veltman

Joe Veltman is a recently retired pastor now living in Madison, Wis. He is 
looking forward to spending more time on painting, photography and writing.

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema
i don’t usually cry in the library. But as i 

watched The Gift at a computer terminal, i 
swallowed the lump in my throat and blinked 
away tears, hoping that no one noticed. 

The Gift is a short film recently re-
leased by the christian Medical and Dental 
society of canada. According to their web-
site, cMDs canada is “an association of 
doctors, dentists and students who follow 
christ’s healing ministry in their lives” 
(cmdscanada.org). the canadian christian 
news service explains that cMDs canada’s 
new film was designed for use in church 
congregations and that it “offers a positive 
look at palliative care and the end-of-life 
experience and is accompanied by resources 
that enable viewers to oppose the possible 
legalization of physician-assisted suicide 
and euthanasia in canada.” to access the 
film free of charge, along with additional re-
sources, go to cmdsmedia.wix.com/thegift.

As i watched, i glimpsed one family’s 
poignant experience as they cared for their 
dying loved one. Dr. John sumarah, a psych-
ologist and educator, narrates the story of 
his wife Colleen’s last five months of life 
before she died of cancer in December 2012. 
The film’s second participant, Dr. Catherine 
Mcnally, a palliative care physician, offers 
additional insights into end-of-life care.

When colleen learned of her diagnosis, 
she feared that she would become a burden 
to her husband and family. But they experi-
enced colleen’s journey through “the valley 
of the shadow of death” as a great gift. 

Suffering can be redemptive
Dr. sumarah shares with viewers some 

of the insights he gained. suffering is inter-
woven with the process of dying, he notes, in 
the sense that one is forced to let go of things 
such as the ability to read or to take care of 
one’s bodily functions. But he points out the 
difference between that kind of suffering and 
physical pain, which can, in most cases, be 
controlled with proper palliative care. in fact, 
suffering can be redemptive. As christians 
we know that God can use times of profound 
vulnerability in a person’s life and in that of 
caregivers. Loving and praying can intensify 
as those who suffer join Jesus in his passion, 

death and resurrection. Dr. Sumarah affirms 
that the death process is a beautiful gift and 
he testifies to the love that held Colleen and 
him together, pointing to its source – Jesus.

The film argues that if euthanasia is legal-
ized, we would lose the value of the dying 
process. By trying to evade weakness, frailty 
and suffering, we would fail to seek and 
find sacredness in life. Dr. Sumarah points 
out that we value babies, not because of 
what they contribute and perform, but just 
because they are. Dying people, in the last 
stages of life when they need total care, can 
become like infants. then we still value them 
because they are. 

The Gift’s message brings to mind a 
poem by Al staal called “held,” which i 
had clipped from The Banner years ago and 
posted on my kitchen door. illustrated by 
a photo of a newborn baby whose head is 
cupped by loving hands, the poet says: “held 
fast by that / for which we seek / we are car-
ried / by pierced hands / into the kingdom.”

so why was i crying in the library? of 
course, colleen and John’s story is sad, truth-
ful, redemptive and healing. But there’s more, 
a personal angle. You see, whenever we view 
a film, read a book, or listen to a sermon or 
story, we bring our own stories along with us 
– narratives of joy, pain, loss and hope. And 
somehow, the film or book, sermon or story 
meshes with our own story to forge a fresh 
perspective or deeper understanding of our 
own reality and that of others.

Sitting in the library watching the film, 
i had been feeling vulnerable and afraid. i 
had asked my husband rinke to drive me 
there and to stay with me because i’d been 
having severe bouts of vertigo and i needed 
the reassurance of having him with me in 
case i had another sudden attack. When 
the vertigo hit – and i never knew when it 
would – i had to lie down right away. the 
room would spin sickeningly out of control 
sometimes for more than an hour, leaving 
me nauseous and tired.

I was filled with anxiety. Did this mean 

that i couldn’t go out on my own any more, 
or that i couldn’t babysit my granddaugh-
ters? What about writing? Would i feel well 
enough to do it? What about doing jobs 
around the house that i don’t feel particularly 
cheery about, but which suddenly seemed 
so precious and significant in their ordinari-
ness: peeling potatoes, making applesauce, 
cleaning the bathroom or hanging up wash?

Life is a gift
so when i listened to Dr. sumarah – even 

though my situation is infinitely easier and 
completely different from his – i could have 
shouted (but i didn’t; i was in the library, 
after all), “Life is a gift!” it was a gift when 
i was a baby. now, too, at 58 years of age. 
And in the future – here on earth, during 
healthy days and dying days, after which i 
will go to christ in glory. then later still, 
when he comes again on the clouds of 
heaven to reunite heaven and earth and to 
make all things new, including my body. 
Always, forever, life is a gift.

these days i’m counting life-gifts with 
deeper gratitude and awareness. i think about 
rinke sitting with me and praying for me 
when i was ill, and the encouragement i re-
ceived from my children through prayers, e-
mails, phone calls and hugs. i relish a recent 
first birthday party for my granddaughter 
Maya. i recall with joy the remarkable re-
covery of my granddaughter charlotte after 
several medical interventions to correct a 
birth defect, and her continuing good health 
(Christian Courier, nov. 11, 2013). i antici-
pate with longing and delight the birth of 
my third grandchild to my daughter rachel 
and her husband Jeremy in March. i cherish 
the life – gospel life – that i hear preached 
each sunday and which i see embodied in 
my church community and women’s Bible 
study. And i especially give thanks for each 
vertigo-free day that i now enjoy.

thinking ahead, if i should ever go through 
what colleen and John went through, i know 
i will be held, too, by people whom God will 
send to care for me – possibly my husband, 
my children and their spouses, my grand-
children, my pastor, my friends, my church 
community or health care professionals. 

Whatever the future holds, i’m praying 
with Moses, “teach us to number our days 
aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” 
(Psalm 90:12). And i’m recalling Paul’s 
words to the corinthians: “therefore we 
do not lose heart. though outwardly we 
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are be-
ing renewed day by day. For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us 
an eternal glory that far outweighs them 
all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen, since what is seen 
is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” 
(2 cor. 4:16-18).

For now, till then, i’m held.
so are you. 
Sonya (sonyavf55@hotmail.com) is a free-
lance writer living in St. Catharines, Ont.

Sonya with Maya and her husband Rinke with Charlotte. 

Musings on The Gift 
and being held
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John Murawski
the oft-clichéd christian notion of heaven – a blissful realm of harp-strumming an-

gels – has remained a fixture of the faith for centuries. Surveys show that a vast majority 
of Americans believe that after death their souls will ascend to some kind of celestial 
resting place.

But scholars increasingly say that comforting belief in an afterlife has no basis in the 
Bible and would have sounded bizarre to Jesus and his early followers. Like modern cur-
ators patiently restoring an ancient fresco, theologians have plumbed the new testament’s 
Jewish roots to challenge the pervasive cultural belief in an otherworldly paradise.

The most recent expert to add his voice to this chorus is the prolific Christian apolo-
gist n.t. Wright, a former Anglican bishop who now teaches about early christianity and 
new testament at scotland’s university of st. Andrews. Wright has explored christian 
misconceptions about heaven in previous books, but now devotes an entire volume, How 
God Became King: The Forgotten Story of the Gospels, to the subject.

Wright is not just another academic iconoclast bent on debunking christian myths. he 
takes his creeds very seriously and has even written an 800-plus-page study setting out to 
prove the historical truth of the resurrection of Jesus.

“this is a very current issue – that what the church, or what the majority conventional 
view of heaven is, is very different from what we find in these Biblical testimonies,” said 
christopher Morse of union theological seminary in new York. “the end times are not 
the end of the world – they are the beginning of the real world – in Biblical understanding.”

the appearance of a recent Time magazine cover story suggests that putting-the-heaven-
myth-to-rest movement is gaining currency beyond the academy. Wright and Morse say 
they have both made presentations on heaven research at local churches and have been 

surprised by the public interest 
and acceptance.

Wright and Morse work in-
dependently of each other and 
in very different ideological 
settings, but their work shows 
a remarkable convergence on 
key points. in classic Judaism 
and first-century Christianity, 
believers expected this world 
would be transformed into 
God’s Kingdom – a restored 
Eden where redeemed human 
beings would be liberated from 
death, illness, sin and other 
corruptions.

First-century Jews who 
believed Jesus was Messiah 
also believed he inaugurated 
the Kingdom of God and were 
convinced the world would 
be transformed in their own 
lifetimes, Wright said. this in-
auguration, however, was far 
from complete and required the 
active participation of God’s 
people practicing social justice, 
nonviolence and forgiveness 
to become fulfilled. Once the 
Kingdom is complete, he said, 
the bodily resurrection will fol-
low with a fully restored cre-
ation here on earth.

“it’s the recovery of the 
Jewish basis of the Gospels that 
enables us to say this,” Wright 
said. “We are so fortunate in 
this generation that we under-
stand more about first-century 
Judaism than christian schol-
arship has for a very long time. 
And when you do that, you real-
ize just how much was forgotten 
quite soon in the early church, 
certainly in the first three or four 
centuries.”

Have we gotten heaven wrong?

Ascent of the Blessed, Hieronymus Bosch, c. 1490-1516.

Mark Stephenson 
if you never thought about this question 

before, you probably think it is ridiculous 
even to ask it. Your answer may well be, 
“of course not. When people first dis-
obeyed God, all manner of difficulty en-
tered into our world, including disabilities. 
Even Jesus said that the evidence of his 
coming into the world is that ‘the blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, those who 
have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised and the good news is 
proclaimed to the poor.’”

strong evidence, but not convincing 
for everyone.

on a radio program in 2005, Ben 
Mattlin talked about his disability with 
pride. then he asked, “Are there no wheel-
chairs in heaven? i’m not buying it. For 
me, if there is a heaven, it’s not a place 
where i’ll be able to walk. it’s a place 
where it doesn’t matter if you can’t.”

i have talked with people who are deaf 
and whose first language is sign language. 
they have told me that they do not con-
sider themselves to be disabled at all, just 
people who have a different language and 
subculture than most Americans. Why 
would God take from them an essential 
part of their identity when they go to 
heaven?

in his book, Theology and Down 
Syndrome, Amos Yong argues that his 
brother Mark, who has Down syndrome, 
is whole and complete as he is. Amos 
fully expects Mark to be the same person 
(including his Down syndrome) in the new 
heaven and earth as he is today.

When she was a child, the late nancy 
Eiesland, who lived with a congenital dis-
ability, was told that she would no longer 
have her disability in heaven. Horrified, she 
wondered, “. . . having been disabled from 
birth, i came to believe that in heaven i 
would be absolutely unknown to myself and 
perhaps to God. My disability has taught me 
who i am and who God is. What would it 

mean to be without this knowledge?” Like 
Eiesland, many other people consider their 
disability to be part of their identity. take 
away their disability in heaven and they 
wonder who they would be.

What will Mom be like in heaven?
Whether people will live with disability 

in heaven gets personal for me, because 
both my mother and my daughter live with 
severe disabilities. Mom’s abilities have 
declined significantly due to her dementia. 
she now refuses all food and most liquid. 
We don’t expect her to live more than a 
few weeks anymore. her memory is so 
poor that she needs help with the basic 
tasks of daily living. she rarely remembers 
the names of her children, though she still 
knows that we are her children. usually, 
“conversations” with her last for one ex-
change. someone speaks to her or asks her 
a question and she responds. By that point, 
she forgets why she said what she did and 
that “conversation” ends.

should i expect that Mom will be like 
this in the new heaven and earth too?

our daughter nicole seems to enjoy life 
at her group home and at school. she enjoys 
the people at our church on sundays and she 
loves to worship. someone looking on from 
the outside might pity her. she can’t speak 
or walk independently. the things that most 
adults consider to be important parts of a 
fulfilling life will never be available to her: 
work, marriage, children and so on. But if 

Will people have disabilities in heaven?

Things veered off course in the Middle Ages
christianity gradually lost contact with its Jewish roots as it spread into the gentile world. 

on the idea of heaven, things really veered off course in the Middle Ages, Wright said.
“our picture, which we get from Dante and Michelangelo, particularly of a heaven 

and a hell, and perhaps of a purgatory as well, simply isn’t consonant with what we find 
in the New Testament,” Wright said. “A lot of these images of hellfire and damnation are 
actually pagan images which the Middle Ages picks up again and kind of wallows in.”

Wright notes that many clues to an early christian understanding of the Kingdom of heaven 
are preserved in the new testament, most notably the phrase “your will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven,” from the Lord’s Prayer. two key elements are forgiveness of debts and lov-
ing one’s neighbor. While heaven is indisputably God’s realm, it’s not some distantly remote 
galaxy hopelessly removed from human reality. in the ancient Judaic worldview, Wright 
notes, the two dimensions intersect and overlap so that the divine bleeds over into this world.

other clues have been obscured by sloppy translations, such as the popular John 3:16, 
which says God so loved the world he gave his only son so that people could have “eternal 
life.” Wright offers a translation that radically recasts the message and shows how the 
passage would have been heard in the first century. To hear it today is to experience the 
shock of the new: God gave his son “so that everyone who believes in him should not be 
lost but should share in the life of God’s new age.” 

John Murawski writes for Religion News Service. 
This article is reprinted with permission from thinkchristian.net. 

Continued on page 12

Wheelchairs in heaven?

http://zondervan.com/9780061730573
http://zondervan.com/9780061730573
http://ideas.time.com/2012/04/05/should-we-bring-heaven-down-to-earth/
http://thinkchristian.reframemedia.com/will-people-have-disabilities-in-heaven/#author_bio
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5042181
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5042181
http://network.crcna.org/content/disability-concerns/identity-or-intruder
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Bert den Boggende
in a June 25, 2009 CC article entitled 

“the heaven heresy,” Bert hielema posited 
that “the church is wrong when it portrays 
heaven as the afterlife abode, a lie the devil 
has successfully sold to organized religion, 
weakening the resolve of church people to 
wholeheartedly care for the earth.” i used 
his article in a Bible study on rev. 21-22 for 
seniors at the newbrook Lodge in Brooks. 
Although i wholeheartedly agreed with his 
concerns about the earth, the more i thought 
about heaven as a heresy, the more i became 
dissatisfied with it and finally concluded that 
the notion was misleading and missed the 
connection with the accursed earth.

Part of the problem is scripture’s vari-
ous uses of the word “heaven.” Genesis 
1:1 speaks about heavens, plural, prob-
ably meaning sky. in the temple dedica-
tion solomon prays, “the heavens, even 
the highest heaven, cannot contain you” 
(1 Kings 8:27), an indication that God the 
creator is outside his creation. in 2 cor. 
12:2 Paul speaks about a man in christ 
being “caught up to the third heaven.” in 
figurative language it is God’s throne or 
abode. the notion of “up” or “above” oc-
curs frequently. For instance, a whirlwind 
takes Elijah into heaven; we pray regularly 
to “our Father in heaven,” and Acts 1:11 
states that “this same Jesus who has been 
taken from you into heaven will come back 
in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.” thus we confess with the words 
of the nicene creed that Jesus “came down 
from heaven . . . he ascended to heaven.” 
since christians believe that they will be 
united with christ, not surprisingly they 
speak about going to heaven, even though 
revelation states that eternal life is spent 
on a new earth. hielema missed the point 
that the new Jerusalem, coming down from 
heaven, unites heaven and earth as never be-
fore. Going to heaven is not a heresy as long 
as we keep in mind that heaven is on earth.

The curse: prescriptive or 
descriptive?

the notion of going to heaven is, i sub-
mit, not the primary reason why so many 
christians have been inadequate caretak-
ers of God’s creation; it only reinforced the 

curse mentioned in Gen. 3:17: “cursed is 
the ground because of you.” in a Dec. 27, 
2010 article entitled “Sixty-five years of sci-
ence” rudy Eikelboom wrote that “God’s 
words to Adam after the fall suggest that 
the whole creation is accursed.” in Science 
and Technology (1953) the Anglican theo-
logian-scientist charles raven commented 
that the notion of the corruption of nature 
“has had a far-reaching effect in estranging 
christendom from an interest in science.” 
certainly nature groans, as Paul remarked, 
and nature frequently causes havoc. nor is it 
always easy to work the land. But is that the 
right understanding of the curse? Millions 
of people don’t sweat in their work. thistles 
may be a nuisance for farmers, but the one i 
photographed decades ago in the rockies was 
one of the most beautiful flowers I have seen. 
As Psalm 19 asserts: “the heavens declare the 
glory of God, the skies proclaim the work of 
his hand.” Jesus pointed out the beauty of lil-
ies. if the earth were so accursed, how would 
this then be possible? numerous poems have 
appeared in Christian Courier describing 
the beauty of nature. our experiences often 
contradict the notion that the whole creation 
is accursed. the curse of Gen. 3:17, i want to 
posit, is not prescriptive but descriptive, also 
implied in Gen. 8:21, for after the flood God 
remarks: “never again will i curse the ground 
because of man.” if my argument is correct, it 
correlates with the curse on Eve, which is also 

descriptive rather than prescriptive. 
these positive and negative attitudes 

can be traced back to the beginning of 
christianity. there were two main reasons 
early christian authors wrote much about 
creation. christians were often accused of 
everything going wrong, from social prob-
lems to natural calamities. As tertullian’s 
Apology (c.197) stated, “if the tiber reaches 
the wall, if the Nile does not rise to the fields, 
if there is famine, if there is plague, the cry is 
at once: ‘christians to the lions!’” rebutting 
these accusations, Arnobius (c.310) argued 
that catastrophes were inherent in nature 
and that famines had a history predating 
christianity; therefore disasters were part of 
human existence and human values. 

secondly, the biblical perspective of a 
created universe conflicted with the Greek 
philosophers’ view that the universe was 
eternal. Basil (c.329-379), taking the six days 
of creation literally, remarked that “good 
order reigns in visible things,” an idea that 
tied in with the Greek notion of design. 
Based on rom. 1:20, “For since the creation 
of the world God’s invisible qualities . . . 
have been clearly seen, being understood 
from what has been made, so that men are 
without excuse,” Lactantius (c.240-c.320) 
commented that the world was created for 
men so that they could recognize God in 
order to honour him. in general, this debate 
with philosophy led to positive statements 
about creation. sounding a common theme, 
clement of rome in his letter to corinth 
(c.95) observed, “the heavens are moved 
by his direction and obey him in peace (my 
emphasis). Day and night accomplish the 
course assigned to them by him, without 
hindrance one to another. The earth, flower-
ing at God’s bidding in due seasons, brings 
forth abundant food for men and beasts and 
all the living things on its surface, without 
reluctance and without altering any of his 
arrangements.” some even maintained that 
humans helped the creator in improving na-
ture. Lactantius thought that earth was more 
beautiful than it was at creation because the 

art of man, with divine approval and inten-
tion, had improved nature.

the anonymous Letter to Diognetus 
(c.150?), expressing a reluctant admiration 
for creation, could be regarded as a bridge to 
the nature-rejecting attitudes of the ascetics: 
although heaven was the humans’ homeland, 
they could not be indifferent to the physical 
earth, their temporary habitat.

The influence of ascetics and 
Augustine

Perhaps influenced by Gnosticism, which 
abhorred the material creation, ascetics, who 
were greatly admired, generally viewed 
creation negatively. on his way to mar-
tyrdom in rome, bishop ignatius (c.100) 
wrote to the romans that “nothing vis-
ible is good.” Debates against heretics rein-
forced this negative perspective. Attacking 
Gnosticism, bishop irenaeus (c.130-c.200), 
stating that we could not solve the myster-
ies of the earth, let alone those of God, laid 
the basis for the neglect of the study of the 
earth. using the allegorical method, the 
great theologian origen (c.285-c.354) went 
much further when he stated that Adam and 
Eve fell from the immaterial world into the 
evil, material world. the decisive step came 
with Augustine, although he made some very 
positive remarks about creation, including 
that the earth did not lack beauty, grace and 
usefulness. But in his debate with Pelagius, 
a contemporary British monk, he made some 
very negative statements. Pelagius taught 
that nature was good, that humans had a free 
will, and that they were not infected with 
original sin. After his death bishop Julian of 
Eclanum took up his cause, arguing that uni-
versal mortality was not the result of Adam’s 
sin, for death had existed in paradise, sharing 
it with the animals. sin did not change the 
structure of the universe. ignoring Gen. 8:21, 
Augustine countered that human corrup-
tion had corrupted the universe. thorns and 
thistles were the result of Adam’s sin. it was 
in this context that he stated that “the world 
is evil,” made evil by evil men. Augustine’s 
views that human original sin infected na-
ture triumphed over the positive views of 
nature of Pelagius and Julian of Eclanum, 
declared heretics by the catholic church. 
in spite of st. Francis’ favourable view of 
creation, as expressed, for instance, in his 
sermon to the birds, Augustine’s perspective 
remained dominant. Perhaps it is time to re-
think Augustine’s perspective on nature.

Bert den Boggende, 
now deceased, held a 
Ph.D. in history. He was 
a frequent contributor 
to christian courier. We 
still have several articles 
by Bert in our files and 
thought this one was ap-
propriate to share in this 
particular issue. His remarks show how carefully 
he attended to other writers in cc and his deep 
reflection on Scripture and church history.

Is going to heaven a heresy and is earth accursed?

saint Augustine in his study, Sandro 
Botticelli, 1480.

Origen, an early church theologian from Alex-
andria. Illustration from Les Vrais Portraits Et 
Vies Des hommes illustres, by André Thévet.

she could speak, i suspect that she would tell 
you that overall her life is good.

still, all of us who love nicole will 
never converse with her using words. i 
love words. i love talking with my wife 
and our other children. i talk to nicole, 
but her responses cannot include words. 
sometimes i feel sad that she can’t tell 
me how her day is going, what she is feel-
ing, what she thinks about this or that. i 
wonder, too, whether she would like to be 
able to walk and use her hands and arms 

the way most people do.
of all the things i long for in the new 

heaven and earth one of the deepest is this: 
to see nicole come running up to me and 
say, “hi, Dad. Let’s talk.”

Will people live with disabilities in 
heaven? What do you think? 

Mark Stephenson served as pastor of 
two churches for a total of 17 years and 

is currently the Director of Disability Con-
cerns for the Christian Reformed Church. 
This article first appeared in thinkchris-

tian.net and is reprinted with permission.

Will people have disabilities in heaven? continued
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Vigil

I have wondered
what I would do when it was time.
Is it time?
I try to box up the thought that nags me,
throw it into the swollen spring river
weighted down with rocks:
If she would just say she’s ready to die,
she would make it so much easier on the rest of us
who watch and wait.

The wind gusts strong enough through closed windows
to rustle the curtains,
blowing an insistent train whistle against the house.
The first of April fools us with snow,
but the gale stops suddenly with a hint of sun.

Her best friend prays that God will have mercy.
“Yes, be merciful and heal me,” she replies.
She is waiting for a miracle
While we wait for other news.

Kirstin Vander Giessen-Reitsma

i’m writing a creative non-
fiction piece about October 29, 
2011, the date Mcpl Byron 
Greff was killed in a suicide 
bombing in Kabul. he’d just 
returned from home leave 
celebrating the birth of his 
daughter, and i’m trying to 

learn about his part in that october day, just be-
fore the taliban attacked the armoured bus with 
700kg of explosives packed into a Land cruiser.

sobering research, you can imagine. there’s 
a heartbreaking photo taken four days before 
that forces me to stop my research for a few 
minutes. When i resume, tucked in amidst all the 
news coverage is the web-page set up for funeral 
details and condolences. A friend invokes the 
name of the almighty.

God takes the ones he loves most early so they 
can be our angels.

God, the things we say to each other.

Deluge
December 14, 2012. Just before the gun-control 

debate blinds everyone, ordinary people wrestle 
with the unspeakable. You hear a lot of anguish, 
grief, shock. scores are hurting, and the tributes 
pour in. Much of the deluge is heart-warming and 
reassuring, an inadequate but pure response. But 
then there are the notes i wish i could erase, from 
my mind and the internet and forever, lest one of 
those grieving parents sees them.

20 lucky kids are getting the best Christmas 
present ever – an eternity with Jesus!

Thank God they’re all in a better place.
As though God simply de-

cided that their homes and fam-
ilies’ loving arms weren’t up to 
the task. And telling ourselves 
that God takes children straight 
into heaven makes it true.

Fascinated
on May 6, 2013, a loving 

father and husband tells his 
wife he’ll be right back and 
disappears. this one is close 
to home, so it gets talked about a lot. it’s a fas-
cinating story, too, full of intrigue which makes 
the media happy and keeps it at the fore. We 
all hold our breath as we wait for answers, and 
later exhale as though we’ve been punched in 
the stomach when our fears become all too real. 

I know how you feel.
Don’t cry, you need to be strong.
The Lord never gives us more than we can 

handle.
We have no idea what to say, but we do 

anyway.

Them, thank God
August 21, 2013. At first, the news that thou-

sands of Damascenes have been nerve-gassed is 
just suspicion. not for long, though – you can 
shoot journalists and destroy their equipment, but 
it’s harder to manipulate the un inspectors and 
confiscate the samples they’ve gathered under the 
world’s gaze. the chemical composition of the 
residue tells the story as clearly as a fingerprint on 

glass. It’s sarin, all right, and the only figure any-
one can agree on is that hundreds have perished.

It’s God’s will.
This, too, is part of his perfect plan.
We’re praying for you, that you too will know 

Jesus.
Better you than us, we think, as we wield our 

words like talismans.

Shadows
in november 2013, a friend reveals on 

Facebook that the baby boy growing inside her 
is in serious trouble, and that if he makes it to 
term, he’ll likely face a lifetime of hardship and 
medical intervention. this child is her dream, 
but although she is one of the strongest people 
i’ve ever known, she has been shattered to the 
core of her being. her faith, too, is in shadow.

We’re just praying for a miracle.
Know that THIS baby was made just as he 

intended him to be.
If mum is happier, it will pass on to the baby. 

Stay positive!
It’s difficult to see our brothers and sisters 

in pain – harder still to give a friend the space 
to hurt and question and, most of all, feel what 
she’s feeling.

Inadequate
A healthy child, 12 months old and bound-

ing along an ever-wondrous path of discovery, 
simply doesn’t wake up one January morning. 
her family, missionaries to a distant country, 
are devastated. i’m the blessed father of an 
11 month old and cannot imagine how they 

must be feeling – i have only 
small words that ache with 
inadequacy.

Know she’s with Jesus now.
Cling to his perfect will.
Our hearts are with you as 

you celebrate her life.
What an opportunity to re-

mind each other how we should 
be feeling when the earth opens 
up and swallows us whole.

Waiting to see
i take a break from writing this piece and 

jump online. there are text boxes everywhere 
with seductive cursors that blink and blink and 
blink, as if begging us to fill those spaces with 
words, any words, because emptiness and quiet 
and pauses are terrifying. there’s always bad 
news, of course, into which i can insert myself, 
unedited and insensitive.

i wonder about projection, about whether 
anything written in those insignificant spaces 
could do anything other than insert my own fears 
and insecurities. it’s all very well-intentioned, i 
know, but there are other possibilities. 

Waiting to see. 
Praying. 
saying nothing at all. 

Brent lives and writes in Hamilton, Ont., 
and is working towards an MFA in Creative 

Writing through the University of British 
Columbia. Visit www.brentvans.com for 

more information about Brent and his writing.

Filling space
Borderless

Brent van Staalduinen

MAriAnnE VAnDErsPEK

Marianne VanderSpek is a 
farmer and photographer 
living in Florence, Ont.

Kirstin Vander Giessen-Reits-
ma is the co-director of *cul-
ture is not optional and the 
editor of catapult magazine.

This poem originally appeared in catapult 
magazine (catapultmagazine.com), an online 
periodical for storytelling toward connected lives. 
Reprinted with permission.

We have no idea what to say 
but can't keep quiet.

http://www.brentvans.com


 An enormous bank of 
snow and ice hangs pre-
cariously over the edge 
of the roof on our 250 
foot barn. Built up by the 
succession of storms this 
winter, it has drooped in 

mid-air for weeks, apparently defying grav-
ity. It threatens to crash at some inoppor-
tune time, pulling with it the eavestrough 
and probably smashing fan hoods and load-
ing ramps as it plummets. Jack is trying to 
figure out how to bring it down safely. If 
allowed to drop uncontrolled, it could cause 
serious damage and even injury.

My spirit sagged much like that snowy 
valance as I drove to Guelph early one 
morning. I was on my way to look after my 
grandson, Romario, while his mom spent 
her day off in training. No great tragedy 
or overwhelming calamity burdened my 
heart, just the accumulated weight of day 
to day concerns for loved ones. I thought 
of my husband, enduring chronic back pain 
in a seemingly endless winter; my daugh-
ter, coping with the challenges of single 
parenthood; my sisters-in-law coming to 
grips with their grief and widowhood; my 
dear friend struggling with a decision that 
will literally impact the rest of her life. As 
the Heidelberg Catechism puts it, this is 
indeed a “sad world.”

A bitterly cold wind swept grainy snow 
across the fields and through the air. It 
looked like another dismal winter day 
ahead. I plugged my ipod into the port 
and turned to a sermon on Lord’s Day 10 
– Providence.

With an obvious passion for God’s 
word, and all the skill of a well-trained 
craftsman, the pastor expounded on the 
divine power, goodness and purpose that 
manifest themselves in what we recognize 
as the providence of our sovereign Lord. 
As I traveled mile after mile I took great 
comfort in the reminders of God’s love and 
mercy, and his willingness and ability to 
work every circumstance in the life of each 
of his children for their good and his glory.

Encumbered
The sun emerged timidly through the 

snow flurries. Filtering through ragged 
clouds, it splashed its pale golden light 
across the pristine countryside. 

I thought of a comment raised in the 
adult catechism class earlier in the week. 
If God knew all along that we would sin 
and need the redemption only he could 
provide, why did he go through with the 
whole idea of creation? 

It’s an issue worth contemplating. 
Scripture makes it abundantly clear that the 
crucifixion was no accident, no knee-jerk 
reaction to some unforeseen evil. Even the 
treachery of Judas, Herod and Pilate was 
predestined – ordained – by God himself. 
What could possibly be worth deliberately 
pouring out the only innocent blood that 

ever flowed through human veins? 
I can only surmise that one day we 

will see the answer to that question with 
our own eyes. God is no fool. He will not 
be mocked. To justify the cost of his only 
Son, surely the Father must see in the re-
demption of his people, some outcome so 
glorious, so amazing, that he willingly sent 
Jesus to the cross for our sake. In our cur-
rent state, we’re ill-equipped to compre-
hend it. But someday we will see clearly, 
at long last unencumbered by sin.

 I prayed that in the meantime, God 
might grant me some hint of his hand at 
work, even if it was only as much as a fee-
ble sheep like me could take in.  

My car crested a hill just outside of 
Elora. I drew in my breath at the spectacu-
lar view. The grey clouds had disbanded 
as if ordered to retreat and brilliant blue 
skies now triumphed. Stark white hill-
sides glistened in the sunshine, artistic-
ally dotted with snow-mantled evergreens. 
Ice crystals glittered like sequins strewn 
across the ground. The frozen river me-

andered through the wind-
swept banks of snow. The 
road I traveled cut brazenly 
through the centre of the 
whole magnificent scene, 
mine to enjoy. 

“Awesome!” I said aloud.

In relief
Energetic prayer bubbled 

up from inside me. Each 
of the concerns that had 
weighed me down sudden-
ly tumbled out and landed 
at the feet of my heavenly 
Father. Little by little, the feeling of im-
pending doom dissipated. An unexpected 
smile spread across my face. Nothing had 
changed really. But the heavy load that felt 
only moments before like it might suffo-
cate me had been broken apart and safely 
removed. A wave of thankful relief had 
taken its place.

As we enter into Lent, I will continue to 
ponder the necessity and intentionality of 

the crucifixion. I will read the gospel ac-
counts of Christ’s passion and suffering. 
I will trust him for daily glimpses of his 
presence, purpose and power. And I will 
remember that by his grace he has safely 
dismantled the crushing threat of sin and 
death, to deliver me into the glorious light 
of Easter morning.  
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Marian Van Til, with files from NYT, 
USC

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. – Vern L. 
Bengtson is a professor whose father was a 
pastor in the Evangelical Covenant Church 
(ECC), an historically Swedish church. 
Bengtson had nine siblings, 33 cousins and 
grandparents who were also members of 
that denomination. That’s one of the fac-
tors that caused him to probe what causes 
children to retain – or reject – their par-
ents’ faith. 

Bengtson has published his findings 
in Families and Faith: How 
Religion Is Passed Down 
Across Generations, pub-
lished by oxford university 
Press. Norella M. Putney and 
Susan Harris co-authored the 
book with Bengtson, who 
teaches gerontology and soci-
ology at the university of 
Southern California (uSC) in 
Santa Barbara.

Bengtson notes that after 
college – an ECC college 
– when he started graduate 
school at the university of 
Chicago in 1963 he felt “an 
oddity.” Almost everyone 
else he knew there was “ir-
religious.” And very few of his fellow stu-
dents trusted older adults. At that point he 
already started thinking about why some 
young people adopt their parents’ views 
and faith.

In 1969 he began teaching at uSC and 
shortly after began a study of 350 families, 

whose members he regularly interviewed 
until 2008. That meant that in some fam-
ilies, he talked with four generations. His 
respondents were born in years from 1878 
to 1989. Along the way he wrote some 200 
articles about his ongoing study, but only 
with the publication of his book has he 
drawn conclusions about trans-generation-
al faith transmission, the issue that got him 
started in his career.

Some of Bengtson’s conclusions:
“Parent-youth similarity in religiosity 

has not declined over 35 years,” from 1970 
to 2005.

Denominational loyalty is 
down, but younger genera-
tions are no less likely than 
they used to be to inherit 
“core beliefs.”

Parents modeling their 
faith (avoiding hypocrisy) is 
of high importance.

Intermarriage (i.e., par-
ents of different faiths) does 
not help.

Children who feel close to 
their parents – particularly to 
their father – will be highly 
likely to retain their parents’ 
faith.

Don’t give up on the 
prodigals; many do return.

Teaching the right beliefs can be fruit-
less, concluded Bengtson, if children don’t 
have a close emotional bond with their 
parents. And it’s Dad whose presence and 
influence is particularly crucial. “What is 
really interesting,” Bengtson writes, “is 

that, for religious transmission, having a 
close bond with one’s father matters even 
more than a close relationship with one’s 
mother.” And “fervent faith cannot com-
pensate for a distant dad.”

Repeatedly in interviews Bengtson 
found that “a father who is an exemplar, 
a pillar of the church, but doesn’t provide 
warmth and affirmation to his kids does 
not have kids who follow him in his faith.” 
A “pattern of paternal warmth” existed in 
his own family and “may be why there are 
so many evangelical Bengtsons,” he says. 

Bengtson also discovered that grandpar-
ents can strongly influence children’s faith 
development, and that freedom to leave 
can encourage children to stay. “Allowing 
children religious choice can encourage 
religious continuity,” he 
writes.  

Marian Van til (mvan-
til@roadrunner.com) is a 
former CC editor living in 

Youngstown, N.Y.

Pondering providence

Four-decade study discovers keys to transmitting faith to next generations 
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Little by little, the feeling of impending doom dissipated.

Teaching the right beliefs can be fruitless, 
he concludes, without a close relationship.

Bengston followed 350 
families for 36 years to 
gather his data.
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If you’re in Calgary 
next month, there are 
free Aggie Days at the 
Stampede grounds: kids 
can try cow milking and 
livestock auctioneering, 

meet farm animals and see where food 
comes from. And if you’re into horses, 
you should check out the Ranchman’s 
Cowboy Church on Sunday, a bar that’s 
hosted services for 25 years. 

Although attendance picks up a bit 
during the Stampede, Cowboy Church 
is not just a Calgary thing. Cowboy 
churches are local Christian churches, 
usually non-denominational, 
within the cowboy cul-
ture. A typical cowboy 
church may meet in 
a barn, metal build-
ing, arena or sale barn; 
the music is provided by 
a country gospel band. Baptisms are 
generally done in a stock tank. The ser-
mons are usually short and simple. Some 
cowboy churches have covered arenas 
where rodeo events such as bull riding, 
team roping, ranch sorting, team pen-
ning and equestrian events are held on 
weeknights. Cowboy churches can be 
found in Texas, Florida, Ohio and parts 
of Canada.

In Texas, the epicenter of the cow-
boy churchdom, the Baptist General 
Convention established its first cowboy 
church in 2000, but others are older. The 
largest is the 2,000-member Cowboy 
Church of Ellis County, Texas. Prior 
to 1980 there were only five cowboy 
churches in Texas; now the number ex-
ceeds 200, with an estimated 750 across 
the U.S. There has been no definitive 
group that established the movement; 
rather it seems to have had a spontan-
eous beginning in diverse areas of the 
country at nearly the same time. Some of 
these cowboy churches, like the one in 
Calgary, are an outgrowth of ministries 
to professional rodeo or team roping 
events, while the roots of others can be 

traced back to ministry events associated 
with ranch rodeos, ranch horse compe-
titions, chuck wagon cooking compe-
titions, cowboy poetry gatherings and 
other cowboy culture events. In Canada, 
cowboy churches are mostly in west-
ern Canada, but there are “chapters” in 
ontario.

“Riding on faith”
In recent years cowboy churches 

have adopted a distinct identity: they 
favour riding areas, pastures and barns 
instead of church buildings, they carry-
ing out baptisms in horse troughs, and 

they use a “Cowboy Bible” and the 
Ten Commandments trans-

lated into the language of 
John Wayne. There’s no 
need to dress up in your 
Sunday best. 

Cowboy churches don’t 
always hold their services 

on Sundays. Many services take place 
on weekdays so the folks can spend their 
weekends at rodeos, horse shows, county 
fairs and trail rides. 

Services are short and no one passes a 
collection plate, boot or hat. You wonder 
how the bills are paid and who pays the, 
uh, cowboy minister. I suppose cowboy 
parishioners want their faith to differ 
from ordinary churches, especially mega 
churches and televangelists – for now 
anyway. 

If you drive around in Grenville, 
Leeds or the other counties bordering the 
St. Lawrence River in eastern ontario, 
you see small farms with horses. Horses 
have taken over the rural landscape. 
Farms that used to have dairy or beef 
cattle have been sold to people who work 
in towns or cities and have the farm as a 
hobby. These so-called hobby farms, or 
lifestyle farms, are increasing in number.  
There are 400,000 horses in ontario, and 
the u.S. has over 10 million. So it’s no 
wonder that this niche-style church is 
popular. And if they teach Scripture, who 
am I to complain?

At the Canadian County Cowboy 
Church they believe the following: 
that the Bible is the word of God; that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God who died 
to save men from their sins; that Jesus 
will come again; that men are saved by 
grace alone through faith in Jesus Christ; 
and that baptism is the means by which 
people are to publicly profess their faith 
in Christ and identify themselves with 
his death, burial and resurrection.

Hallelu Yah Yee Haw.   

Meindert van der Galien has never 
owned a horse but sells hay to horse own-

ers and watches horse riding and other 
horse activities at local fairs and events.

The hallway leading to the venue for the recent Jubilee Conference 
in Pittsburgh was lined with a long sequence of posters declaring that 
“Medicine matters,” “Technology matters,” “Music matters” and so on. 
Last month marked my first time at the annual Jubilee conference, where 
I had been invited to speak about faith and technology. I joined about 70 
other speakers covering a wide array of topics all under the conference 
theme of “Everything Matters.”

The 37th annual Jubilee Conference attracted over 3,000 people to Pittsburgh from 
February 14-16. The conference is run by the Coalition for Christian Outreach (CCO), a 
large evangelical campus ministry with a strong Reformational vision spanning the states 
of ohio, West Virginia and Pennsylvania. The CCo was founded in 1971 and has since 
grown to over 200 staff people working on 100 campuses. 

The tagline of the CCo was visible everywhere: “Transforming college students to trans-
form the world.” The main themes for the conference gatherings were “Creation,” “Fall,” 
and “Redemption,” culminating with a Sunday service on the theme of “Restoration.” Just 
outside the conference auditorium, an energetic bookseller named Byron Borger displayed 
a wide selection of books dealing with faith and various academic disciplines. His display 
included numerous familiar books on Abraham Kuyper and a Reformed worldview. At one 
point, I felt moved as I looked out over a sea of thousands of college students gathered to 
hear more about the Lordship of Jesus Christ in every area. As a visitor who hailed from 
Kuyperian roots, I could not have felt more at home at the conference.

The students could choose from a smorgasbord of workshops, ranging from art and ath-
letics to technology and the trades. The goal of the conference is to express to students that 
God cares about every square inch of creation and he is calling them to live faithfully in 
their calling and vocation. Andy Crouch spoke about culture making and later interviewed 
Manfred Honeck, music director of the Pittsburgh Symphony orchestra, about how he 
connected his faith to his music and conducting. one workshop I caught connected faith 
and economics by exploring biblical principles of Sabbath for people, land and capital. 
Steven Garber spoke about his new book exploring the topic of vocation. Evidence of 
“everything matters” was apparent throughout the conference.

Ideas on the move
During an opening gathering at the conference, Byron Borger recommended several 

books, and held up a copy of Al Wolters' Creation Regained, noting how it was influential 
in the early days of the CCo. Names like Al Wolters and the late Pete Steen are still men-
tioned by folks who recall their influence during the beginnings of the CCO. In the snippets 
I have gathered from others, Pete Steen was apparently a roaming philosopher who was 
at times provocative and controversial but also deeply inspiring to many who heard him 
articulate the Reformational vision that “life is religion.” Apparently western Pennsylvania 
was fertile soil for the Reformed worldview, which has influenced organizations like the 
CCo. I suspect that some of what I witnessed at the Jubilee conference was the fruit of 
those early seeds being sown. Al Wolters' own words came to mind: “ideas have legs.”

At a banquet that took place later at the conference, I sat with CCo alumni and support-
ers, and talked with a couple sitting near me who shared how encountering a Reformational 
worldview impacted their lives. I have encountered the same appreciation for a Reformed 
worldview when visiting places like the Nehemiah Center in Nicaragua and a Christian 
college in West Africa. In my own life, understanding that Jesus is Lord of every square 
inch means that I can serve him as a professor or as an engineer. Technology also matters 
to God.

Now it's up to my generation and the next to communicate this Reformational vision. 
Part of that continues through institutions like the CCo and Redeemer university College 
(both of which were birthed in the 1970s). We need to find fresh and winsome ways to 
communicate this compelling Biblical world-and-life view to a new generation of stu-
dents. Ideas do have legs, and I hope that we will be found faithful in passing along this 
compelling and transforming Biblical vision that indeed “everything matters.”  

Derek Schuurman is a computer science professor at Redeemer University College where 
he is grateful to have had the privilege of interacting with colleagues like Al Wolters.

The Cowboy 
Church 
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Everything matters

Cowboy Church 
Commandments 

 1.  Just one God
 2.  Honour yer Ma & Pa
 3.  No tellin’ tales or gossippin’
 4.  Git yerself to Sunday meetin’
 5.  Put nothin’ before God
 6.  No foolin’ around with another 

fellow’s gal
 7.  No killin’
 8.  Watch yer mouth
 9.  Don’t take what ain’t yers
10.  Don’t be hankerin’ for yer buddy’s 

stuff
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Curt Gesch
More than 60 people showed up for a presentation 

in Prince George, B.C., by two members of A Rocha, 
an international Christian conservation organisation. 
The presentation, organised through Dr. Alan van der 
Woerd of the uNBC interfaith chaplaincy, began with 
an exploration of the Biblical basis for creation care by 
Markku Kostamo and featured an author’s reading from 
Leah Kostamo’s memoir, Planted.

After a brief introduction by Chaplain van der Woerd, 
Markku Kostamo outlined the foundations of A Rocha’s 
conservation ethic. Markku pointed to the first human 
being’s name, Adam, as derived from “earth,” giving 
creation central “place” right from the beginning. He 
further developed the theme of creation care by showing 
how understanding the creation accounts makes various 
dichotomies such as soul/spirit, soul/body, spirit/body 
untenable to careful readers of the Bible. 

Markku went on to describe the term “ecology” as 
based upon creational relationships and showed how A 
Rocha’s work involves relationships between humans 
and matter, humans and other living things, humans and 
ecosystems. A Rocha is also convinced, said Markku, of 
the importance of communal work between various local 
and international communities, not only small Christian 
groups. often A Rocha’s work involves working together 
with “people from different faith perspectives toward a 
common goal.”

Markku’s personal journey led him from laying out 
cut-blocks for forest companies to working on salmon 
restoration and enhancement. His journey with A Rocha 
involved many frustrations and failures as well as times 
of light-hearted humour, such as the annual “ugly-Bug 
Ball,” a costume party and dance in which participants 

are required to come dressed as wood lice, slugs, mos-
quitos, or . . . you get the drift. 

Blind but attentive
The second part of the evening featured readings by 

Leah Kostamo from her recent book, Planted. The book 
is a memoir, meditation and a recreation of the work of A 
Rocha/Surrey, showing how A Rocha works in a “par-
ticular place, a particular time, with particular people, 
over the long haul,” to bring about environmental health. 

Leah introduced her readings from the book with an 
account of her own blindness to another person’s dis-
ability. “We are all blind,” she said. “We live imperfectly 
in an imperfect world, but attend to people and the place 
where we find ourselves.” 

And then came the readings. Without writing a full-
length review, we cannot do justice to the variety and 
insights of the various readings. To whet your appetite 
for the book, let us just say that the three readings might 
have been titled as follows: 

1) “My Seventy-year-old Mother-in-law’s Bikini as a 
Normative Expression of a Good Creation”

2) “When a Highland Cow Is Not a Cow” 
3) “The Tale of the Salish Sucker as a Lesson in 
Humility.” 
Those attending the presentation included professors 

from the university of Northern British Columbia, stu-
dents from uNBC, members of local churches, Christian 
pastors and people from other faith groups. At least 
one Muslim person attended and one person who has 
encountered A Rocha’s conservation work and admires it 
although he is “a non-religious person.” 

The two Kostamos made it clear that their work 
with A Rocha is Biblically based, community oriented, 
scientifically respectful and just plain fun. On another 
level, the presentation was Christian witness, a record of 
stewardly word and walk united.  

Curt Gesch lives in Telkwa, BC. For more informa-
tion check out arocha.ca. A Rocha means “the rock” in 

Portuguese. 

Inspired by the Christian witness of A Rocha

Atwood on A Rocha
In the February 2014 issue of Sojourners, Canadian 

author Margaret Atwood talks about meeting Markku 
and Leah Kostamo of A Rocha on the set of Lorna 
Dueck’s TV show Context. Atwood was there to dis-
cuss her MaddAddam future-time book trilogy, “and 
in particular [the] characters in the second book, The 
Year of the Flood, called ‘God’s Gardeners,’ a green 
religious group that raises vegetables and bees on flat 
rooftops in slums.” 

Atwood describes A Rocha as God’s gardeners 
come to life and Kostamo’s book as a hopeful sign: 
“Momentum is gather-
ing; hearts and minds 
are changing, and not all 
Christians see environment-
alists as hippy weirdoes or 
cloven-footed enemies.

“If bad news about the 
planet is getting you down, 
read Planted. You’ll feel 
better, because you’ll feel 
more hopeful. I certainly 
did.

“And Leah and Markuu 
are very welcome on the 
God’s Gardeners rooftop, anytime,” Atwood con-
cludes. “If all Christians were like them, ours would 
be a radically different world.” 

 Lorna Dueck interviews Margaret Atwood and A Rocha's Leah and Markku Kostamo (l to r), whom Atwood describes as her fictional "God's Gardeners" come to life (see sidebar). 
Gesch reports below on a separate presentation by the Kostamos. 

"We live imperfectly in an imperfect world," Leah says, 
"but attend to people and the place where we find our-
selves." 
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Holiday accomodation in 

Holland 
with vehicle rentals and tours.   
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Eb Ten Hove 
Eb Ten Hove, aged 82, of Lacombe, Alberta, 

passed away peacefully at home with his 
family at his side. 

His faith in his Lord and Saviour never 
wavered, and he modeled giving thanks in 
all circumstances.

Beloved husband of Femmie (VandenBrink) 
for 56 years; loving father of Herb & Julie, 
Joyce & Ray, Cindi & Mike, Bernie & Teresa, 
and Ed; 13 grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren; brother to Dick & Erlyce, 
Betty & George (Weenink) and John Buit. 

Eb was preceded in death by his parents 
Harm Jan & Jelske Ten Hove, infant daugh-
ter Ruby and sister Jean (Buit).

Eb was a charter member of Woodynook 
CRC of Lacombe, AB. His life was defined 
by his passions: faith, family and farming.

Correspondence: 12 Westview Drive 
              Lacombe AB T4L 1R6

Clean 2 & 3 bedroom 
self-catered cottages approximately 

90 minutes north of Toronto.

Starting at $755.00 weekly.
705-756-2462

www.hallscottages.com

1954                March 26                       2014

With joy and thankfulness to God for His faithfulness, 
we will celebrate the 60th Anniversary of 

Lammert and maria Bouwsema

Betty Bouwsema
Cor & Joanne Bouwsema
Peter & Lorraine Bouwsema
Sharon & Arnold Zwart

along with 10 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of 
our salvation. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him 

with music and song. Ps. 95: 1-2

Address: 212-103 Valley Ridge Manor NW, Calgary AB T3B 6C5

Voyages of Antiquity – Small ship cruise. Istanbul to Athens
July 26–Aug 11 2014   Hosted by Ted Barris. 

  US $4695.00 (incl. air)

Scenic Ireland Bus tour – Merit hosted 12 days
Aug. 14, 2014 $3995.00 (including air, taxes, most meals and tips). 

Rates based on double occupancy, prices per person  

Geert Holtvluewer
November 2, 1926          –          February 20, 2014

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for 

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 

day – and not only to me, but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing.” ~ 2 Timothy 4:7-8

Our Husband, Dad and Opa, Geert Holtvluewer 
was called home to be with his Lord and Saviour on 
Thursday February 20, 2014 at 87 years of age.

Beloved husband of 
Erika Holtvluewer (Purol) for 55 years.

Loving father of:
Alvin and Vera Holtvluewer of Mississauga, Ont.

Glenda and Terry DeVries of Brampton, Ont.
Esther and Wil DeBoer of Cambridge, Ont.

Dearly loved Opa of:
Laura & Justin, Nicole, Pamela & Mark, Brian & 

Sharon (Holtvluewer)
Christina, Richard, David (DeVries)

Danielle, Ashley, Eric, Mark, Stephen, Luke 
(DeBoer)

Correspondence: Erika Holtvluewer
1302 - 35 King Knoll Drive
Brampton ON  L6Y 5G5

ENHANCE YOUR EXPERIENCE AT UPCOMING CULTURAL EVENTS

THE FORBIDDEN CITY: INSIDE THE 
COURT OF CHINA’S EMPERORS
Come to Redeemer for a lecture by Dr. Adam Barkman on this fascinating 
new exhibit, and then tour the display at the Royal Ontario Museum. 

Lecture:  March 17, 2014 3:00-5:00 pm                 

Trip to the ROM:  March 18, 2014 8:30 – 4:30 pm  

$125 +tax includes lecture, transportation, admission to the ROM, private 
lecture and tour of exhibit, & lunch

SHAKESPEARE’S  
LOVE’S LABOUR’S LOST  
Join Professor Sharon Klassen for afternoon tea and a pre-show lecture 
about William Shakespeare’s comedy of four noblemen who swear off 
love. Then enjoy Redeemer’s production of the play in the evening.

March 20, 2014 
Lecture and afternoon tea, 3:00-5:00 pm        Performance: 7:30 pm

$35 + tax includes lecture, refreshments and show

To register and for more information, visit www.redeemer.ca/ConEd or call 905 648 2139 x4544

“...serving Christian Reformed churches and Christian schools since  1970"     

Your funds will be invested in Christian Reformed Church 
and Christian school building projects in Canada.

Rates to March 31, 2014
We pay 2.75% on CRC deposits. Earn approx. 3.2% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

Write:  CRC Extension Fund, 45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org 
Call:  416-461-1207    Fax:  416-465-6367       

CRC
EXTENSION 

FUND

Christian Courier

Read, engage, repeat: Get news, clues
and Kingdom views twice a month in the

pages of Christian...

Call Us Find Us Opening
Hours

Coupons Booking
Request

Products

Visit Our Mobile Website
Just scan the QR code below on your phone or type in the URL

http://m.christiancourier.ca

Do you have an ipad or iphone?
Get our free mobile app today at 

m.christiancourier.ca
or scan the QR code found on our 

Twitter page. 

Find us on Facebook.
We welcome your feedback.

Britt, Georgian Bay
2 bdr. cottages, small family 
resort, 720.00 up, low season 
discount.
google @ Li-Mac Cottages 
or call 705-383-2924.
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Henry J. Koornneef CFP, CPCA
Executive Director

FOUNDATION for Niagara & Hamilton area Christian Schools

6488 Smithville Road
PO Box 850

Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
Phone: 905-957-8172

1-877-340-9555
www.schoolfoundation.ca

office@schoolfoundation.ca

Certified 
Financial Planner™

We offer

full service & factory

warranties

712891 Middletown Line
Norwich, ON N0J 1P0

519-879-9779

www.classicalorgan.ca
info@classicalorgan.ca

The organ

that plays digitally

recorded real organ pipes,

built for homes and

churches.

Your church and
home organ specialist

To help your family AND benefit charity,
contact CSS for professional, impartial,

and confidential advice.

1-800-267-8890 | admin@csservices.ca
www.csservices.ca

Your Will is a Testimony
of your faith and values.

Wallaceburg Bookbinding
& MFG. CO. LTD.

      We Bind, Rebind and Restore 
Save money– Don't buy replacements! 

Churches: Send us one of your hymnals as a sample and we will rebind it 
at no cost. Normal price for quantities of five or more-$8.75

Personal Orders: We will bind short run editions e.g. family histories as 
well as rebinding and restoring personal books.
.

1-800-214-2463       FAX (519)627-6922
95 Arnold St. Wallaceburg ON  N8A 3P3         http://wbmbindery.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lest we forget that 
Life begins at Conception 

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.          

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1          

Now Hiring Inside Sales Representative
If you are an excellent communicator with computer skills and a drive to meet 
and exceed sales targets in both established and creative ways, then apply to 
be part of our sales team.  Become part of a family-owned Christian organiza-
tion, where integrity and success go hand in hand.  Located in Dunnville, ON. 
Sales/floral experience preferred.

 Contact: careers@rosaflora.com or fax 905-774-0632. 
www.rosaflora.com.

Come Grow With Us! 

 
Christian Association

Bethesda Christian Association is currently  
accepting applications for the position of

Executive Director
The successful applicant will assume leadership responsibil-
ity for Bethesda’s faith-based ministry of supporting individuals 
with developmental disabilities and their families in communi-
ties throughout British Columbia, Canada. 

Candidates will have relevant credentials and will have the 
Christian perspective, vision, flexibility and commitment to ex-
cellence which complement proven management knowledge 
and experience in the social service field. University Masters 
Degree or course work of appropriate academic standing is re-
quired. Five or more years of experience in a non-profit/chari-
table Christian organization is an asset.

Please see the full advertisement at www.BethesdaBC.com 
and apply in writing by April 30, 2014, with a letter outlining 
your personal vision for leadership, accompanied by a resume 
together with a minimum of three references. 

Send to: 
Sylvia Terpstra, Board of Directors 

Bethesda Christian Association 
105, 2975 Gladwin Road, Abbotsford BC V2T 5T4  

E-mail: EDSearch@BethesdaBC.com

Classifieds

DEADLINE Christian Courier is published on the sec-
ond and forth Mondays of the month.Deadline for each 
issue is Tues., 13 days prior to publication date.
RATES: All personal and family announcements: $7.00 
per square inch. 
Display advertising re. businesses and organizations: 
$8.00 per square inch. 
PHOTOS: There is a processing fee of $25 for the inclu-
sion of a photograph with a personal or family announce-
ment. Photo space is not charged P.I., 
PERSONAL ADS: Christian Courier would be pleased 
to handle your personal ad in an efficient and discreet 
manner. The cost to set up a personal file under a unique 
file number is $25. Ads requesting correspondence with 
this file are run at $8 P.I. per insertion. All correspondence 
is immediately forwarded unopened. 
SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
e-mail – admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail: 2 Aiken St.          
St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8

Woodland Christian High School invites
applications for a 

senior math position

The ideal candidate will demonstrate a love for 
Jesus, a passion for working with teens, and an 
ability to inspire students to success in Math. 
Interested applicants should submit a letter of 
application, a resume, and philosophy of Chris-
tian education to 

principal@woodland.on.ca.

Job Opportunities

See recently run job ads on our website at:
christiancourier.ca

Click on the jobs link on the bottom banner.

http://www.schoolfoundation.ca
mailto:office%40schoolfoundation.ca?subject=
http://www.classicalorgan.ca
http://www.linkcharity.ca
http://www.BethesdaBC.com
mailto:EDSearch@BethesdaBC.com
mailto:principal%40woodland.on.ca.?subject=
http://christiancourier.ca
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 9 – Dutch Service will be held in the Ancaster Christian Re-

formed Church at 3:00 p.m. Rev. John Zantingh will be preaching.
March 14 – Woodstock Dutch Theatre Group, presents Gestrand at 

Market Centre Threatre Woodstock, Ont. 8 p.m. See ad Feb 24 
issue.

March 15 – Woodstock Dutch Theatre Group, presents Gestrand at 
Market Centre Threatre Woodstock, Ont. 2:30 and 8 p.m. See ad 
Feb 24 issue.

March 21 – Woodstock Dutch Theatre Group, presents Gestrand at 
London Dutch Canadian Hall, London, Ont. 8 p.m. See ad Feb 24 
issue.

April 22 – Woodstock Dutch Theatre Group, presents Gestrand at 
Great Lakes Christian College, Beamsville Ont. 2 p.m. Ph: 519-
461-9839 or woodstockdutchtheatre@yahooo.ca  See ad Feb 24 
issue.

Dora Stroobosscher
LuNDASI, Zambia – It's Sunday, 

January 19. Marc and I decided to 
attend the 10 o’clock service which 
would be in the Tumbuka language. 
The liturgy was very similar to the 
English service we attended at 8:30 
a.m., so we were able to anticipate 
what was coming next without under-
standing a word of what was spoken. 
The offering became a dance fest as 
young and old made their way to the 
front of the church to deposit their 
weekly tithe in the designated boxes 
lined up in front of the pulpit.

Four choirs provided an offering 
of song and dance, among them the very lively 
Bethlehem Youth Choir. This song fest was fol-
lowed by a message. The pastor was about to 
dismiss the congregation when the director of the 
Bethlehem Youth Choir asked permission to sing 
one more song.

The choir went to the back of the church, 
regrouped, and came up the aisle singing and 
dancing, followed by three dancers pushing 
wheelbarrows. Each wheelbarrow contained three 
bags of cement, which were piled up at the front 
of the church as the congregation clapped and 
cheered. The choir did not skip a note or beat as 
they formed a semi-circle around the cement. At 
90 Kwatcha per bag, this offering represented a 
huge donation towards completing a new church 
in an area where many young people are unem-
ployed, and those who do work make an average 
of 2,000K a month.

After the service, we met with the young people 
as they gathered around a hole in the ground that 

was only one of 20 that had been dug. Each will 
be filled with cement to form a foundation for the 
pillars that will eventually support the roof. Their 
ten bags would fill up just this one hole. Together 
they planned how to raise money for the sand and 
gravel that was still needed. They also joyfully re-
ported that their action had motivated more adults 
to contribute. Then, they joined hands in prayer 
and dedicated their offering to God.

These young adults were not just looking at a 
big hole in the ground with reinforcing steel bars. 
They were already seeing 20 strong cement pillars 
and a beautiful new church. They were those about 
whom the prophet Joel had prophesied: "Your sons 
and daughters will prophecy; your 
young men will see visions." They 
are the church of tomorrow! 

Dora Stroobosscher and her husband, 
Marc, were in South Africa offering 

workshops and mentoring teachers in 
a black Christian high school.

The church of tomorrow builds a church 
for today

Marian Van Til
oTTAWA – on December 20, 2013, the 

Supreme Court of Canada struck down the main 
parts of the country’s existing law against prostitu-
tion. However, the government wants a new law to 
replace the old one, because it is still “concerned 
about the significant harms that flow from prostitu-
tion to communities, those engaged in prostitution 
and other vulnerable persons,” according to Justice 
Minister Peter MacKay.  

And if you’re a Canadian, the government wants 
your input into any new law. You can provide that 
input online at the Government of Canada’s Justice 
Department website (justice.gc.ca/eng; type “pros-
titution law” into search box). The government 
says it is “seeking the public’s input on the crim-
inal law’s response to adult prostitution (i.e., the 
sale and purchase of sexual services from persons 
18 years of age or older).” The online consultation 
is open until March 17, 2014. 

Peter MacKay said, in announcing the public 
consultation, “Doing nothing is not an option – 
we are therefore asking Canadians right across 
the country to provide their input . . . to ensure a 

legislative response to prostitution that reflects 
our country’s values. We will be taking action to 
maintain the safety of our streets and communities, 
for the benefit of all Canadians.” 

The online survey consists of six questions 
which may be answered using up to 500 words 
for each. Among those questions, the government 
wants to know whether you think both buying and 
selling “sexual services from an adult” should be 
criminal offenses, and if so, whether there should 
be any exceptions. For those who don’t believe 
prostitution should be illegal or criminalized, the 
government wants to know if there should be any 
limitations on “where or how” such “activity” is 
conducted.

In addition to the survey there is a “discussion 
paper” on the website which provides background 
on the law struck down and brief information on 
existing international approaches to prostitution. 

Marian Van til (mvantil@roadrunner.com) is a 
former CC editor living in Youngstown, N.Y.

Government wants your input on new prostitution law

Maranatha hoMes, located in south Burlington near many ame-
nities, is a place where Christian seniors can enjoy independent 
living in community with others.

• Reasonable rent rates at $796 per month
• Newly renovated units
• Award winning architectural design
• Well maintained building and grounds
• No condo fees or utility bills

All this and more make Maranatha Homes an attractive and 
affordable accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact: Rosanne van der Woerd 
109-3260 New St. Burlington oN L7N 3L4

905-681-0311 Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com

Maranatha
             hoMes

Living independently in Christian community

M

Medium Puzzle 2,762,142,077       http://www.websudoku.com

mailto:woodstockdutchtheatre%40yahooo.ca?subject=
mailto:rvanderwoerd%40gmail.com?subject=Maranathan%20Home
http://www.websudoku.com


Seth Adema
God delights at the work of the Group of Seven, or so argued Dr. Richard 

Mouw in the “Abraham Kuyper: ‘Loving Every Square Inch’” lecture series 
at McMaster University. Now in its fifth year, the series explores pertinent 
issues for Christian students, alumni, faculty and community members who 
wish to explore all areas of their lives and culture through a robust theo-
logical perspective.

The night began with a banquet where Mouw gave a timeline for the 
development of Kuyperian thought in North America, a process that Mouw 
broke into three distinct phases. Between the nineteenth and mid-twentieth 
centuries Kuyper was influential in Christian Reformed and Dutch Calvinist 
circles, but not much beyond that. With post-war immigration and the institu-
tional development that went with it, Kuyperian thought and “Neocalvinism” 
was embraced by places of higher learning. Finally, and perhaps most im-
portantly in the context of a public university like McMaster, we have seen 
the recent “deDutchification” of Abraham Kuyper, as increasingly diverse 
groups refer to Kuyper’s insights and worldview. This leads to a number of 
challenges, none the least of them is how Christians can engage in the new 
cultural reality through a Kuyperian perspective while maintaining a coher-
ent theological and biblical grounding.

Mouw approached the question of 
cultural engagement by asking a sim-
ple question: “Why does God like the 
Group of Seven?” Building on that, he 
wondered, what does the fact that God 
delights in the works of the Group of 
Seven tell us about the ways that we as 
Christians ought to engage with both 
creation and with the artifacts other 
people have made from the raw materi-
als of that creation, in other words, in 
culture? In short, how can we emulate 
God in the ways that we engage with our 
culture today? 

 
Take delight

First, we can begin by taking delight 
in the same things that delight God. This 
includes the natural world, a comment 
that Mouw acknowledged had clear im-
plications for environmental steward-
ship. If we are to take delight in the natural world, how then can we simul-
taneously disregard creation care? The mandate to take delight in creation 
comes with it a responsibility to ensure its vitality.

A second implication of delighting in that which God delights in is that 
God takes delight in nature, and he wants us to do the same. Therefore God 
takes delight in seeing people enjoying the natural world. This includes 
engaging with the natural world and shaping it within our own devices, a 
process that is the basis of culture formation. According to the cultural man-
date, this interpretation says, the command to subdue the earth means to turn 
nature into tools and technology, adding our own creative impulse into the 
created order. When God sees people enjoying creation through the produc-
tion of culture, he wants them to keep enjoying his creation, even if they are 
not aware that the creation is from him. That is why when the members of 
the Group of Seven painted their now-famous works of art, he said to them, 
“Do it again!” 

All of this took place within Council Chambers of McMaster university, 
where the crest over the speaker’s platform proclaimed with the Greek words, 
“Εν Χριστώ, είναι όλα τα πράγματα κατέχουν από κοινού” which translates 
to, “In Christ, all things hold together” (Col. 1:17). Given the context of 
both the lecture series and the public address by Dr. Richard Mouw, no bet-
ter setting could exist for this series, especially this most recent installment.  
In a university whose roots proclaimed Christ’s unifying role 
in the life and culture of places of higher learning, Dr. Mouw 
led  an exploration of how God’s cultural mandate calls us to 
enjoy his creation, in solidarity with the Group of Seven.  

Seth Adema is a PhD candidate in the department of history 
at Wilfred Laurier University.
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Christian Community 

55 Plus Premium Living 

At Evergreen Terrace, you are able to protect your investment 
and preserve your equity in retirement years. Evergreen Terrace 
is sponsored by a non-profi t organization which makes all the 
diff erence in off ering you a better option for the second half of life.
  
Call Today and Discover Life is Better at Evergreen Terrace!

 Niagara’s Leading Christian Lifestyle Community
275 Main Street East • Grimsby • 905-309-7888

www.evergreenterrace.ca

just knowing that we have a complete 
campus of housing and services at our 

doorstep, is our peace of mind
J.N.D. Evergreen Terrace Resident

Richard Mouw at McMaster: 
Adding our creative impulse to creation

Dr. Richard Mouw speaking at 
McMaster University. 




