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News. Clues. Kingdom views. 

John Longhurst
The Bible teaches believers to 

reach out to others and to promote 
reconciliation and restoration. 
But does that message apply to 
someone convicted of terrorism? 
A professor at King’s University 
College believes it does.

Associate Professor of English 
at King's College, Arlette Zinck, 
has befriended and become a 
teacher to Omar Khadr, who was 
captured at age 15 in 2002 after a 
firefight with U.S. troops in Af-
ghanistan.

In  a  2010 p lea  bargain , 
Khadr pled guilty to the death of 
a U.S. soldier, spying, aiding ter-
rorism and attempted murder. He 
was given an eight year sentence 
and sent to Canada in 2012 to 
serve out his time.

Zinck, 50, became involved 
with Khadr’s case following a 
visit by his lawyer, Dennis Ed-
ney, to a conference at the Chris-
tian Reformed Church-sponsored 
school in 2008.

There was “something about 
his presentation” that moved her 
and many students at the school, 
she says.

After the conference, Zinck 
decided to write to Khadr. After he 
wrote back, they struck up a cor-
respondence. She was impressed 
by his responses, finding him an 
intelligent and thoughtful person, 
despite only having a limited edu-
cation.

Soon she was providing him 

King’s professor reaches out to convicted terrorist
Professor Arlette Zinck leads effort to provide lessons for Omar Khadr

Kathy Vandergrift
On January 8, Corporal Camilo 

Sanhueza-Martinez died in his 
Kingston home – the third sus-
pected suicide involving members 
of the Canadian Armed Forces in 
one week. It’s the seventh appar-
ent suicide in the past two months. 
Sanhueza-Martinez, 28, was an 
Afghan war vet with no history 
of post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD). Two days after his death, 

Tom Mulcair, leader of the NDP, 
urged Prime Minister Harper to 
“acknowledge the crisis” and 
make the mental health needs of 
those who serve in the military a 
priority. 

All of the soldiers who com-
mitted suicide had served tours 
of duty in Afghanistan, which has 
raised the level of debate about 
how to support veterans as they 
transition from military to civil-

ian life. The discussion remains 
focused on psychological issues 
and their apparent solutions: 
mainly, mental health services 
and improved job prospects, such 
as special employment programs. 

But the spiritual dimension 
has been missing from the public 
discussion so far, and without it, 
successful reintegration cannot 
happen. Christians can contribute 
to the public discussion by raising 

awareness of “moral injury” as an 
impact of war, and by providing 
practical support through pasto-
ral care that takes moral injury 

seriously. Active engagement in 
this issue is part of being agents 
for peace. 

with tutorials, sending him books 
to read and quizzing him on their 
content. In 2010 Khadr’s U.S. mil-
itary defense team asked her to turn 
the informal tutoring into a formal 
lesson plan. She was twice invited 
to come down to Cuba provide in-
person instruction.

True justice
Today Khadr is in Edmonton 

and receives regular lessons from 
King's professors in the areas of 
math, literature, history and ge-
ography.

For Khadr, this is a chance to 
receive the education he missed as 
a child, having been taken by his 
father to Al-Qaeda training camps 
in Pakistan when he was just 10 
years old.

For Zinck, it's a way to put into 
practice restorative justice. “There 
is no other kind,” she says.

She laments that, in Khadr’s 

Soul repair for Afghan vets 

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

Friendship with Khadr has taught Zinck “what it means to live . . . in a 
way that doesn’t let me write people off.” 

There’s a spiritual dimension to the difficulty soldiers have reintegrating 
into “regular” life. 

CHRIS MONTgOMERy
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Deeper than ‘stress’
The current debate brings together a 

range of important issues: awareness of 
PTSD among veterans; the adequacy of 
mental health services for returnees from 
Afghanistan; the stigma for “heroes of war” 
to disclose emotional issues; the challenges 
of transition from military life to civilian 
life in Canada; and public policies that re-
move soldiers who disclose mental health 
issues from active duty lists and jeopardize 
positions or benefits that may be essential 
income for their families. Each case reveals 
a complex story that involves family, lo-
cal community, the changing military in 
a post-Afghanistan context and shifting 
public priorities in Canada. At a deeper 
level, successful reintegration also needs 
to consider and address moral injury as an 
important factor. 

Moral injury is different from psycho-
logical stress, but they are often confused. 
Psychological analysis focuses on the per-

son’s reaction to danger and the long-term 
emotional impact of living in extreme dan-
ger, threat and fear. Moral injury, on the 
other hand, describes the inner conflict that 
results from being involved in activities that 
violate one’s personal sense of morality, 
either by inflicting harm, not being able 
to prevent harm or witnessing events that 
violate one’s inner moral values. It is a 
wound of the soul, involving shame, guilt 
and self-doubt. 

Wounded souls
Moral injury is not something that the 

Department of National Defense is eager 
to discuss, however we must regard moral 
injury to be as significant as physical injury 
and psychological stress if we are to find ef-
fective ways to help returnees from conflicts 
like Afghanistan make the transition back 
to “normal” life in Canada. Moral injury 
has received more attention in the United 
States, particularly in the aftermath of the 
Vietnam and Iraq wars. On average, more 
than 20 veterans commit suicide every day 
in the United States. Rev. Herman Keizer, 
former Director of Chaplaincy Ministries 
in the Christian Reformed Church, is at the 
forefront of developing models of care that 

address moral injury, as well as physical, 
social and psychological injuries, to help vet-
erans reintegrate into civilian life. It seems 
appropriate that the center he co-directs is 
called the Soul Repair Center at the Brite 
Divinity School (Britesoulrepair.org).

Modern warfare is likely to cause moral 
injury for several reasons. Increasingly, 
the lines between civilian and military are 
blurred, resulting in harm to innocent peo-
ple that violates basic moral values. Oppo-
nents are de-humanized in war rhetoric but 
are very human in face-to-face encounters. 
Winning the hearts and minds of the people 
is part of military strategy, but then the same 
people get killed in combat. Soldiers may 
find themselves complicit in activities they 
abhor, such as harsh treatment of detainees, 
using torture to extract information or an 
inability to stop offensive acts by allies. The 
moral sensibilities of military volunteers are 
blunted in training to focus on the mission 
without asking questions, but the questions 
return when they get home.

At home in Canada, the moral ambigui-
ties of the war in Afghanistan contribute to 
difficulty in reintegration. There is no clear 
victory to justify past actions, and the war 
is no longer popular. For returnees, the war 
is still real and intense; they need time and 
caring space to come to terms with inner 
moral conflicts that they do not feel free 

to share with people who only want to call 
them heroes and get back to “normal.” 

What can be done? 
Churches can help in several ways. The 

first is naming moral injury for what it is, 
advocating for recognition of it in treat-
ment programs and engaging in the difficult 
discussions about the moral ambiguities of 
modern wars for those sent to fight them. 
Calling returnees “heroes” can close doors 
to healing; creating safe spaces to work 
through their issues can be an extension of 
the chaplaincy role, which is more familiar 
to soldiers than psychological counselling. 
Liturgies of lament and rituals of forgive-
ness can be very meaningful to returnees, 
who are used to military rituals to help cope 
with the challenges of military life. 

Moral injury also opens a much-needed 
wider debate about the impacts of modern 
wars for soldiers, families and our society 
– something that gets too little attention as 
leaders glorify military victories for politi-
cal reasons. 

Kathy Vandergrift lives in 
Ottawa. She served on the 

CRC Peace and War Study 
Committee, which drew 
attention to the impacts 

of war on soldiers as one 
area for further study.

case, punishment seems to have replaced 
the idea of restoring someone to the com-
munity. 

Canada, she says, “has a long and rich 
tradition of pioneering the best programs 
in restorative justice. We need to return to a 
day when we don’t seek vengeance but true 
justice, which is restorative justice . . . the 
goal is to renew, restore and reconcile those 
who have erred, even those who have erred 
horribly.”

This includes restoring Khadr, who she 
believes has suffered a grave injustice at the 
hands of the U.S. and Canada.

 
Witness across a divide

“The court in guantanamo was not a 
legitimate American court,” she says. “No 
American could ever be tried in that court. 
What happened to Omar shouldn’t happen 
to anyone.”

At the same time, she is concerned for 
the widow of the soldier killed in the fire-
fight that involved Khadr. “She also de-
serves meaningful support,” Zinck says.

As for what all this has meant to her 
personally, Zinck – who was raised Roman 
Catholic and attends an Anglican church–
says it has “affected me very deeply.” This 

includes how she, a Christian, and Khadr, a 
Muslim, have developed a close friendship 
across a religious divide.

“When sincere people of faith get to-
gether, we can grow in appreciation for 
things we hold in common, and for the things 
that split us apart,” she says, adding that 
Khadr has “a vibrant and life-giving faith.” 

She has also discovered “what it means 
to live purposefully, and in a way that 
doesn’t let me write people off,” Zinck says.

As for his future educational pursuits, in 
2010 Khadr said he would “be honoured” to 
attend King’s, and that he hoped someday 
to go into medicine.

In an e-mail to CBC News in 2012, 
King’s Vice President of Institutional Ad-
vancement Dan Van Keeken said that if 
Khadr decided to apply to King’s, “we 
would treat him as any other applicant.” 

CBC added that many students at King’s 

said they would supportive the idea of 
Khadr applying to their school. 

If that happens, Zinck will be pleased. 
Khadr, she says, is “a remarkably healthy, 
whole and outward-focused young man who 
wants to get on with his life. He’s a hard 
worker, and he has great academic potential.”

As for the lessons she is teaching him 
right now, “I enjoy it as much as teaching 
any student,” she adds. “But there is extra 
satisfaction in being a witness to the power 
of the human spirit, how he manages to focus 
on all that is good.” 

See sidebar on page 3.
John Longhurst is the 
communications and 

marketing director for 
Canadian Foodgrains 

Bank; he also writes for 
the Winnipeg Free Press. 

He lives in Winnipeg. 

Soul repair continued

Kings professor reaches out continued

Zinck laments that in Khadr’s case, punishment 
seems to have replaced restorative justice.

Damien Lewis plays a U.S. Marine in a TV se-
ries that explores PTSD in returning soldiers.

Rev. Herman Keizer, retired U.S. Army 
Chaplain and former director of the CRC’s 
chaplaincy ministry. 

Moral injury is not something the DND is eager to discuss, but churches can. 

Artist
Chris Montgomery, professional stained 
glass artist (theglasshopperstudio.com) 
gave generous permission for CC to use 
this photograph (p.1) of her work. 
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Have you thanked our Lord for Henri-
etta Lacks and her family lately?

Henrietta Lacks died in October 1951, 
but her cancer cells live on in many 
laboratories as the HeLa cell line. Her 
immortal cells have been instrumental in 
the discovery of human telomerase and in 

developing the polio vaccine. 
Telomerase are a fundamental piece in our growing 

understanding of cancer. Whereas most cells can only 
divide a limited number of times before they die (known 
as the Hayflick limit), cells with active telomerase are 
able to continue dividing an unlimited number of times. 
We have learned that it is the telomerase, at least in part, 
that allows cancer cells to grow uncontrollably. The HeLa 
cells are also very sensitive to polio, being easily infected, 
making them a good way to test polio vaccines. The cells 
were mass produced, which made it possible for Salk to 
develop his polio vaccine. These very important discoveries 
are just two of the many made possible by the cells taken 
from Mrs. Lacks. Apparently over 75,000 published papers 
report on research that used these cells.

Today’s medical ethical processes are very strict. Any 
use of any human tissue requires explicit approval from 
the donor, after he or she is provided with a very detailed 
description of how the sample will be used. The identity 
of the donor is protected very strongly. Also, if science 
advances and new questions arise, new consent or samples 
must usually be obtained.

When Henrietta Lacks’ cells were first taken in 1951, 
medical ethical processes were very different: no permis-
sion to use her cells was required or obtained; Mrs. Lacks’ 
identity as the person who provided the cells quickly 
became known, and her cells, the first human cells to be 
grown in culture, were provided freely to all researchers 
who asked for them, thus becoming widely used.

It is understandable that ethical standards have strength-
ened with time, but the flexibility of these rules in 1951 
continues to have ramifications in the present, particularly 
as it relates to the identity of the HeLa cell donor. Specif-
ically, the DNA sequence of the HeLa cells has now been 
determined, and the disclosure of this information concerns 
the members of Mrs. Lacks’ family. Any information this 
genome provides may apply to them as well; it is as if your 
parent’s medical records were made public without your 
consent and your medical coverage could be affected.

Ripple effect
I am very pleased to report that the Lacks 

family’s concern has received a remarkable ethical 
response from the U.S. medical research com-
munity. Dr. Francis Collins, head of the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), and his team met with 
the Lacks family several times and explained 
how Mrs. Lacks’ cells and genomic information 
could be used and answered their questions about 
the implications of the DNA sequence being 
publicized. In an agreement with the family, the 
genetic information is now available only in a 
controlled manner: the database is released only 
to researchers who apply to an NIH panel, which 
includes Lacks family members, and who agree 
to the panel’s terms of use for the information.

NIH should be complimented for setting up this 
unique arrangement to address this specific ethical 
problem. It is not perfect; apparently most of the 
genomic information is available already, although 
only in a dispersed manner, and the process de-
pends on the voluntary cooperation of 
the scientific community, but the NIH’s 
response does demonstrate that in these 
ethical issues, family matters. 

We are not isolated individuals; who 
we are has implications for those around 

us, especially those to whom we are related. Our DNA and 
combination of genes are unique to each of us, yet still 
linked to those of our family. If I were to make public my 
genetic information, my parents and children’s genetics 
would also, to some extent, be revealed.

As Christians we know that we are not self-serving indi-
viduals; we realise that we are not our own but belong, body 
and soul, in life and in death, to our Saviour. This communal 
responsibility is also evident in the commandment that we 
are to love our neighbour as ourselves; we are part of a 
larger body of god’s children. This love commandment 
also applies to scientific ethics; we must do what is good 
not only for the individual but also for the community. Mrs. 
Lacks’ HeLa cells have certainly blessed us all and for that 
we should be thankful. 

Rudy Eikelboom (reikelboom@wlu.ca), who has been 
inoculated against polio and gives thanks to Mrs. Lacks, is a 

member of the Waterloo CRC and Chair of the Psychology 
Department at Wilfrid Laurier University.
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Medical ethics, privacy and legacy in the gift of Henrietta Lacks 

Ronnie, Henrietta’s grandson, and his wife Hope have 
understandable privacy concerns about the wide-spread use 
of HeLa cells.

Last October, the Micah Centre at The King’s University 
College, along with the Ronning Centre for the Study of Re-
ligion and Public Life at the University of Alberta, sponsored 
a series of lectures called Omar Khadr: The Man – The Law. 
These talks reflect what Dr. Hank Bestman, VP Academic at 
King’s, calls an “institutional concern to foster well-informed 
public debate on contentious issues.” 

The first lecture features U.S. 
Brigadier general (Ret) Stephan 
Xenakis, a military psychologist 
who has worked with Khadr 
for years. The second lecture 
explains the U.S. military’s ap-
peals on Khadr’s convictions, 
a process now underway in 
Washington, D.C. Both talks are 
available free on youTube.  

Digging deeper

U.S. Brigadier General 
Xenakis (above) and U.S. 
Military Appellate Coun-
sel Morison, the lawyer in 
charge of Khadr's appeal 
(left), each gave presenta-
tions in the King's-sponsored 
lecture series "Omar Khadr: 
The Man-- The Law." 
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Bert Witvoet
I hadn’t seen Shirley since I left Hamilton 

District Christian High School in 1964. Being one 
of her former teachers, I was surprised to hear that 
she no longer attends church. I asked her if she 
still prays. She said, “No.” From the conversation 
that followed I could tell that she had embraced a 
kind of environmental humanism. She freely told 

me about her new spirituality. I asked several more questions but 
spent most of the time listening. At no point did I try to change her 
mind or make her feel that she was wrong or foolish.

I didn’t need to tell Shirley what the Christian faith is about (by 
the way, “Shirley” is not her real name). She knows first-hand what 
I and other Christians believe. She was brought up in a Christian 
home, graduated from Christian schools and attended church for 

many years, even after she was married. 
We met again at Christian funeral service, and, 

although she loved and admired the person we 
had commemorated during the service, she qui-
etly and kindly told me that the language that had 
been used both in the hymns and the messages 
no longer connected with her. I was saddened by 
this revelation but simply accepted her statement 
without any sign of disapproval.

I knew instinctively that, if the Holy Spirit were 
going to change her heart and mind, it would have 
to be by having her discover for herself that her 
path was running into a dead end. The testimonies 
at the funeral had been so powerful and convinc-
ing that nothing I could have said to her afterwards 
would have made much of an impact. I gave her 
what I consider the gift of love by actively lis-
tening without judging. In fact, I told her that I 
respected her journey. She thanked me for that. 

All need grace
I’m not entirely sure whether I did the right thing by her. Perhaps 

someone else could have thought of a more appropriate response. It 
may be that some of our readers will criticize me for having said that 
I respected her journey. Surely a choice like hers does not deserve 
our respect? Or does it? One inevitably wonders what Jesus would 
have said. “go and sin no more?” No, I doubt that would have 
been his response, and it certainly could not have been mine. Not 
believing in a god who sent his Son to die for sinners is not, in my 
book, a sin, even at Christmas time (or should I say, especially not 
at Christmas time?). It could be a sin against the Holy Spirit, but 
far be it from me to draw that conclusion. I looked upon her faith 
stance as possibly a temporary condition that lies beyond my ability 
to fully know and understand. One would have to spend a lot more 
time together to be able to dig a little deeper and find out what it was 
exactly that had turned her away from faith in Jesus.

The funeral service we had attended had been the most inspiring 
service one could have wished for. Our friend Rick Jongejan of Lon-
don, Ontario, had passed away after a yearlong illness. We all knew of 
his exemplary Christian lifestyle and his unwavering faith in his Lord. 
His sister and his daughter shared some of their dearest memories. 
One of his close friends, pastor Dan Tichgelaar (also a former student 
of mine), told us that Rick had said that he needed grace as much as 
the notorious CFB Trenton rapist and murderer Russell Williams. 
Rick had taken hold of that grace during his life, but especially on his 
deathbed when he challenged Dan to join him in singing the magnifi-
cent Messiah chorus, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and hath 
redeemed us to god by his blood, to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” What a 
scintillating testimony to the riches of the gospel of salvation for sin-
ners! How could Rick’s life and testimony not have stirred Shirley?

In flux
Before I left the church where the service had been held, I ran 

into another former student of mine in conversation with, of all 

Grace Miedema
I come from a generation of 

immigrant children who didn’t 
have grandparents. Well, we had 
grandparents, but they lived across 
the pond in the Netherlands, so 
we really didn’t get to know them. 
When I was five years old, I was 

fortunate enough to be taken to the Netherlands by my 
parents and to be introduced to my grandparents, but 
by that time two of the four grands had already passed 
away. I got to know them through stories and straight-
faced black-and-white photographs of school classes 
and the occasional family event.

The significance of this absence of grands didn’t 
really speak to me until as an adult I slowly came to 
realize that my parents, who lacked experience in how 
to deal with their aging parents, could not function as 
my role models when they themselves began to age. 
Mom and Dad never had to deal with major family 
decisions of how to honour their fathers and mothers 
as the latter advanced into their senior years. Sure, 
there were older people in their churches, but who 
really knows what goes on behind the closed doors 
of someone else’s home? How did these older people 
around my parents navigate that delicate balancing act 
of maintaining senior’s independence and freedoms, 
while slowly getting stiffer in the joints, slower in the 
decision making process, and more befuddled by new 
technologies and ever-changing cultural happenings?

Changing landscape
We have been faced twice with the decision to 

take in or not take in an aging parent. The first time 
was one week after our youngest child was born. I’m 
no expert, but as I watch our 15-year-old dog suffer 
the arrival of a new puppy in the house, I think we 
made the right choice to look for a senior commu-
nity for our senior family member. There is a reason 
why there are not many Abrahams and Sarahs in the 
world. Those last years in Holland Christian Homes 
were some of my father-in-law’s happiest.

But as I age myself, I am relearning two things 
again and again. First is that roughly every five 

years I find myself in a different and unfamiliar 
stage of life. From singleness to marriage. From 
young couple to parenthood. One child to a little 
flock. Toddlers to school children. Eager and pliable 
children to teens with their own agendas. Kids in 
college. Empty nesters. The second thing that strikes 
me again and again is that each new stage is a path 
I haven’t walked before. And for those around me, 
including our aging parents, each stage is an unfa-
miliar path too.

New adventure
When we moved to our new location a few years 

ago, the option came up to invite Mom into our 
house. This decision was not completely altruistic. 
It was either spend a day or two 
per month driving back and forth 
to visit her, worry about her 
health and her probable decline in 
capacity, and listening to phone 
calls of her hopes and plans of 
seeing us again, or having her 
nearby and easier to support. 

“Mom, d’you want to come 
and live with us when we move?”  

“Well, I’d need my own 
kitchen, and my own living room 
for company. I want to do my 
own laundry. I want my car in the 
garage.” A house was found to ac-
commodate all her wants, and the 
glorious garden soil with a longer 
warm season was pure bonus. 

The hardest thing for Mom has 
been leaving behind the church 
community she was part of for 60 years. When we 
expressed these fears, Mom said “Ja, mar ik bin altiid 
en avonturier west” (I’ve always been an adventurer). 
With such a self-image one can weather the unex-
pected! We’ve been blessed with an open and socially 
generous crowd of seniors in our church, and Mom 
has been intentional about reaching out and exploring 
this community. She knows the difference between 
loneliness and solitude. Another thing I’m grateful for 

is that she says she can find many ways to keep 
herself occupied.

In the meantime, we venture on into the 
unknown future: doctor’s appointments (when to 
go along?), friends’ fading health (when to visit, 
when to invite?), the digital age (how does this 
remote work?), would an i-Pad be manageable? 
Can she drive independently or not?

Have there been unexpected blessings or chal-
lenges on this unfamiliar path? I buy less coffee 
because Mom always makes it! Mom is more in 
touch with our children and grandchildren than 
she would have been. We have a gardener. Disad-
vantages? I have fewer coffees in quiet solitude, I 
need to avoid friction with the gardener. Sur-
prises? How suddenly health changes can limit 
a person; not as many friends as expected can 
come to visit. Even though I know things will 
be different, it still surprises me. Talking things 
through and practicing a trusting resilience seems 
to be the best path for now.

Every day is a new adventure in his world. 
Grace Miedema – oldest child, first and only wife, 

mother of four, grandmother of three, pastor’s wife, 
part-time employee here and there, fellow pilgrim on 

the adventurous path of life – lives in Aylmer, Ont. 

Honouring aging parents
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Through the beginning of “guacamole – an Ad-
vent Meditation” (December 23, CC), I was thinking 
yes, I can SO relate to this! But then comes the judg-
ment part. Full stop. I never thought of that part of it.  
I often, additionally, withhold mercy without being con-
scious of it. I do one little act of mercy and it fuels me for 
far too long. Seeing how I can share my money, my talents 
and my time should be always forefront, not a special event 
that is dusted off on occasion. Thank you for the reminder.

Heather Loenen
Kelowna, B.C.

Restocking my mercy

Mr Tamming’s letter (“Dutch soul-searching over war-
time conduct,” Dec. 23, 2013) about the fate of Dutch Jews 
during WWII calls for some comments. First, comparing 
the Netherlands with Demark is quite simply ridiculous, for 
several reasons. There were only 7,000 Jews in Denmark. 
They weren’t hidden for the duration of the war, but were 
smuggled to Sweden across the Öresund. I would say that 
transporting 7,000 people across the narrow Öresund to 
Sweden was a bit easier than transporting 140,000 Jews 
across the North Sea to Britain.

Denmark had a soft occupation, at least in the begin-
ning. Legally, it wasn’t even occupied territory, which is 
why the german department responsible for Denmark was 
the Foreign Ministry. In the spring of 1943, there was even 
a free election in Denmark, which yielded almost exactly 
the same results as in 1939. The german plenipotentiary 
in Denmark, Dr. Werner Best, favoured a soft line, but this 
became impossible because of persistent sabotage by the 
Danish resistance, which provoked a hard line by the german 
military and police. Friendly cooperation between the Dan-
ish government and the germans had already ended in the 
summer of 1943, but the deportation of the Danish Jews was 
ordered only in October of 1943. The Danes had advanced 
warning of the german plan to deport their Jews because 
the german naval attaché in Copenhagen, georg Ferdinand 
Duckwitz, at the behest of Dr. Werner Best, had informed 
the Danish government of the german plan. It is also a myth 
that King Christian X would take his daily horse-ride through 
Copenhagen with a yellow star on his chest.

Diaries shed some light
Why exactly 75 percent of Dutch Jews perished, while 

only 40 percent of Belgian Jews and 25 percent of French 
Jews did, remains a matter of dispute, but it certainly wasn’t 
due to greater Dutch indifference or anti-Semitism. There 

is nothing in Dutch history before 1940 to suggest that the 
Dutch are particularly anti-Semitic. Part of the explanation 
may lie in the fact that the Netherlands had a very efficient 
population registry. It should also be pointed out that hiding 
young males to keep them out of labour conscription was 
easier than hiding entire Jewish families.

In nr 5/2012 of Historisch Nieuwsblad, there is a review 
by Bas Kromhout of “Wij weten niets van hun lot” by Bart 
van der Boom, a Dutch historian. He examined the diaries 
that many Dutchmen, Jews as well as gentiles, wrote dur-
ing the occupation to find out what people knew about what 
was in store for the deported Jews and what their attitude 
was. Here are some of his conclusions [my translation]:

“There is no room for doubt that the diarists loathed the 
persecution of the Jews. Their conclusion is that the germans 
are barbarians who don’t understand a thing about the Neth-
erlands. They have a tendency to see the persecution of the 
Jews as part of the repression of the Dutch people in general. 
They aren’t aware of what exactly the germans are planning 
to do with the Jews. They think that the Jews will have to carry 
out forced labour and that many will succumb to that. What 
they don’t know is that 80 percent of the Jews will be gassed 
immediately upon arrival. There were quite a few Jews who 
could go in hiding but didn’t. Only a handful escaped from 
Westerbork, although this was fairly easy. People thought 
sincerely that by collaborating they could avoid something 
worse. They didn’t realize that there was no worse.”

Heroes = the minority
It is true of course that the majority of the Dutch didn’t 

behave heroically during the occupation, but that was true 
everywhere. Heroes will always be a minority. Nobody 
has to feel guilty or engage in soul-searching because he 
is incapable of heroism. Should we also feel inadequate 
because we don’t all engage in mountain-climbing? The 

As an Opa today, and a 12-year-old boy living in Rot-
terdam, Holland in 1942, I would like to respond to Mr. 
Tamming’s letter (“Dutch soul-searching over wartime 
conduct,” Dec. 23, 2013), which smacks of both arrogance 
and ignorance.

He raises the question of why, during the occupation 
of the Netherlands, many Dutch boys were hidden and 
not that many Jewish people hidden. The answer is in the 
letter itself. When a person was caught hiding the ordinary 
population, the punishment was severe. When someone 
was caught hiding a Jewish person, the punishment was the 
same treatment as the treatment which the Jewish popula-

tion received themselves. Deportation and/or death was a 
certainty. This has been documented in the story of the ten 
Boom family, who lost everything, including some of their 
own lives. I have heard Corrie ten Boom speak, and her 
family’s sacrifice was immense. This is admirable. 

As a member of a family that suffered much during the 
war, I have a question for Mr. Tamming. Would you be 
prepared on this very day to risk your family, your career, 
your home and more to disobey the german authorities? 
It is a question we all must ask ourselves. I look forward 
to his answer in the next Christian Courier.

Cornelis VanderSpek
Woodstock, Ont.

WHAT’S YOUR STORY?
   Fifth Annual Christian

Courier Short Story Contest!

I: Send in your original short fiction (1000 to 3000 
words) on any theme by May 1, 2014. First prize 
receives $100 and publication in a summer issue 
of Christian Courier. Please note that this contest 
is for fictional short stories, not essays or articles. 
Second prize receives a year’s subscription. All 
stories must be submitted electronically to cathy@
christiancourier.ca. Entries over the word limit will 
not be considered. 

II: Our readers 8 to 14 years of age can participate in 
the category for youth. There will be two divisions: 
junior (Grades 3-5) and Intermediate (Grades 
6-8). Send your short stories (500-1000 words) to 
cathy@christiancourier.ca by May 1, 2014. Entries 
over the word limit will not be considered. The 
first-place winner in each division will win a gift 
certificate to Chapters valued at $50. All stories 
will be considered for publication in CC. Please 
include a photo of yourself, your mailing address 
and a short bio.

Would you risk everything?

Dutch wartime conduct irreproachable

Jewish Council also believed that collaboration was better 
resistance. The only woman executed for collaboration 
with the enemy after WWII was Ans van Dijk, a person 
who, according to both Mosaic and Nazi law, was fully 
Jewish. The truth of the matter is that the Holocaust was 
brought about by a small number of fanatical anti-Semites 
in Berlin and that the majority of people in all European 
countries didn’t approve of it or participate in it. That 
includes the german people, who were kept in the dark 
about the Holocaust by the Nazi regime.

James Schipper 
London, Ont.

people, Shirley. He reminded me that some years ago I had inquired after his religious 
status and that he had at that time informed me that he had left the CRC to join a United 
Church in his area. “I have come back to the Christian Reformed Church,” he told me this 
time. “I found out I was not being fed.”

I turned to Shirley. “See how I check up on the spiritual condition of my former students?” 
I said. We all chuckled at that. The brief exchange confirmed for me that we are all on a 
journey. No one has yet finished that journey, except people like Rick, who had asked his 
friend Dan to tell us at the funeral that he has safely arrived on the other side. But until the 
time that Michael rows our boat ashore, we are people in flux. During our life span we are 
not always following a compass. Sometimes we drift along with the currents. Some of us 
even have to leave home to know what it is we are looking for or need. 

Maybe . . . maybe some day . . . maybe some day soon, Shirley, too, will come to the 
realization that, indeed, worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive honour, glory and 
blessing.

Bert Witvoet, whose quiver is full of former students, was asked at the funeral by two ladies 
how old he was. They were surprised to hear that he had not yet hit 80. “But then you were a 

“broekie” when you taught us!” they exclaimed. “Exactly,” was his reply. “I knew it, but you didn’t.”

Infrequent flyer points continued
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DENVER, Colorado (CNA/EWTN News) – A baby 
name website has predicted that more North American 
parents will be choosing traditional biblical names for their 
children this year, a trend that one expert says is a sign of 
people’s renewed hope in their faith.

The site, Belly Ballot, is set up so that anyone with inter-
net access can share the choices for their soon-to-be-born 
baby with friends and family via social media. Friends and 
family then vote on their favourites and when the voting 
is done the parents have a “winner,” which can help them 
make a final decision.

Based on the data gathered from some 3,500 parents, along 
with 25,000 votes of their families and friends who use the 
website, Belly Ballot is predicting that biblical names will 
be more popular in 2014 than they have been in recent years.

While biblical names such as Noah, Ethan, Michael and 
Abigail continue to appear on the U.S. Social Security Ad-
ministration’s top 10 most popular names, parents are now 
being drawn to less frequently used names from the Bible, 
such as Naomi, Caleb, Judith and Levi.

Lucie Wisco, editor of the website, thinks the reason 
this is happening “is actually quite simple.” Over the past 
few years, she said, parents have been “experimenting” 
with baby names by “inventing names” and using “bizarre 
spellings.” She believes the return to biblical names shows 
a desire to “go back to original values and traditions to find 
the comfort and peace once again.” 

OTTAWA (CRCNA) – When Hans de Jong retired 
from his career as a translator for the Canadian gov-
ernment, he wanted to continue using his translating 
talents for work in god’s kingdom. So when the 
Christian Reformed Church’s Back to god Minis-
tries International (BTgMI) asked de Jong to help its 
French team by translating testimonies of those who 
respond to the ministry, he eagerly agreed. 

“I am now retired and have plenty of time to do the 
translations,” said de Jong. “We cannot do anything with-
out the will of our heavenly father. Therefore, we cannot 
boast of our talents, which are merely gifts from god. As 
the parable reminds us, we are called to use our talents.” 

Before he retired, de Jong had also worked as a 
volunteer through Servicelink, translating for World 
Renew (formerly CRWRC), the CRC’s relief and 
development agency. “I found that very exciting,” 
says de Jong. Servicelink then passed his name on to 
BTgMI, and de Jong enthusiastically stepped into this 
new volunteer opportunity.

Each month BTgMI gives him testimonies or com-
ments from people in French-speaking countries who 
have either listened to radio broadcasts or have taken the 
Bible-study correspondence courses from Perspectives 
Réformées Internationales, BTgMI’s French outreach. 
“These individuals express how they have grown in 
their faith and in their understanding of god’s Word 
thanks to these messages and courses,” de Jong said.

He explained, “The testimonies show how the Holy 
Spirit works in the hearts of these listeners and Bible 
students to transform or sanctify their lives. Sometimes 
the changes are quite remarkable, for example, those 
in the area of relationships between men and women. 
In other instances, they are more subtle; for example, 
getting a better understanding of prayer.”

He continued, “I feel very privileged that I may take 
a look into the spiritual lives of these fellow Christians. 
I am also grateful that I may enable people who sup-
port this work to be able to read these testimonies and 
be encouraged by them. Praise the Lord for the work 
of BTgMI!”

BTgMI director Kurt Selles noted, “I am very 
grateful for people like Hans who give of their time 
and talents to support our work.” 

LONDON (Open Doors) – Reported cases of Christians 
killed for their faith around the world doubled in 2013 from 
the year before, with Syria accounting for more than the 
whole global total in 2012, according to an annual survey 
released by Open Doors.

Open Doors, a non-denominational group supporting per-
secuted Christians worldwide, says there were 2,123 martyr 
killings in 2013 which the group documented, compared with 
1,201 in 2012. There were 1,213 such deaths in Syria alone last 
year, it said. “This is a very minimal count based on what was 
reported in the media and what we can confirm,” said Frans 
Veerman, head of research for Open Doors. Estimates by other 
Christian groups put the annual figure as high as 8,000.

The Open Doors report placed North Korea at the top of 
its list of 50 most dangerous countries for Christians, a posi-
tion it has held since the annual survey began 12 years ago. 

Somalia, Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan were the next four 
in line. Radical Islamists were the main source of persecu-
tion in 36 countries on its list. “Islamist extremism is the 
worst persecutor of the worldwide church,” it said.

Christianity is the largest and most widely spread faith in 
the world, with 2.2 billion followers, or 32 percent of the world 
population, according to a survey by the U.S.-based Pew Forum 
on Religion and Public Life. Christians face restrictions and 
hostility in 111 countries, another Pew survey has reported.

Michel Varton, director of Open Doors France, told 
journalists in Strasbourg that failing states with civil wars 
or persistent internal tensions are often the most dangerous 
for Christians. 

LONDON (ACNS) – A new web-based resource called 
The Canterbury Dictionary of the Hymnology has been 
launched, according to a news release from Britain’s Can-
terbury Press. It is the first attempt in more than a century 
to replace John Julian’s classic A Dictionary of Hymnology, 
which was first published in 1892. 

The dictionary is the result of 12 years of research by 
a team of editors headed by Professor J.R. Watson of the 
University of Durham, Emma Hornby of the University of 
Bristol and Carlton R young, past president of the Hymn 
Society in the U.S. and Canada and emeritus church-music 
professor at Emory University, Atlanta.

The online dictionary is intended to be an essential refer-
ence resource for scholars of global hymnody. It contains 
information on the hymns of many countries, in many lan-
guages, with strong emphasis on the history of hymnody. 
The publisher also sees it as an excellent tool for anyone 
interested in the hymn as an art form.

The dictionary is described by Canterbury Press as “up-
to-date, comprehensive, global, reliable, carefully edited and 

ongoing.” It includes more than 4,000 individual entries on 
writers, composers, hymns and songs, and features articles 
on major figures and movements in worldwide hymnology. 

The dictionary was compiled with material from 300 contrib-
utors in 30 countries. It can be accessed at hymnology.co.uk.

Online hymnology dictionary launched

Canadian government retiree 
now uses translation skills 
for ministry 

Biblical baby names set to make a comeback in 2014

Christian martyr deaths doubled in 2013

Are you multi-lingual? 
BTgMI has openings for a Russian and Span-

ish translator, as well as prayer partners and online 
mentors. Visit ServiceLink’s website (crcna.org/
CanadianMinistries/servicelink) or contact vol-
unteer@crcna.org to see if you can help.

Goodbye Jedi and J’Adore (real 2012 tots); hello Judith and Joel.
De Jong finds encouragement in the testimonies of 
faith he translates. 

North Korea tops the list of dangerous countries for Christians. 

The first dictionary of hymnology in 100 years is now avail-
able online.

http://hymnology.co.uk
mailto:volunteer@crcna.org
mailto:volunteer@crcna.org
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ITHACA, Ny (LifeSiteNews.com) – 
Questions are being raised about the valid-
ity of research on teenagers with same-sex 
attractions after a Cornell University pro-
fessor found that more than 70 percent of 
teens who said they had ever had a same-sex 
“romantic attraction” later told researchers 
that they were unreservedly heterosexual.

The study, published last month in 
the Archives of Sexual Behavior, analyzed 
data from the “National Longitudinal Study 
of Adolescent Health,” also known as “Add 
Health,” which conducted four waves of 
surveys on teens as they matured into adult-
hood from 1994 to 2008.

“In this essay, we argue that researchers 
who base their investigations of non-hetero-
sexuality derived from reports of romantic 
attractions of adolescent participants from 
Wave 1 of Add Health must account for 
their disappearance in future waves of data 
collection,” wrote study author Ritch Savin-
Williams in the introduction to the study. 

Savin-Williams is director of the Ivy 
League university’s Sex and gender Lab. 
He concluded that survey questions about 
“romantic attraction” might have confused 
the teens, especially since the “Add Health” 
survey did not define what the term meant. 
He also noted the role of “jokester” re-
plies, citing hundreds of survey responses 
from teens who said they had an artificial 
arm, hand, leg or foot, which subsequently 
proved to be false when the teens were 
interviewed at home.

Savin-Williams pointed out that the ex-
istence of “inconsistent” teens is not new 

to social science studies, but inconsisten-
cies in the Add Health data may have been 
ignored by analysts and may have led to 
misleading conclusions. “It’s not that we 
saw something that no one else had seen,” 
Savin-Williams said. “But they kept using 
the data. . . . People should have said, ‘Hold 
on here. Who are these kids?’”

He noted that many previous Add Health 
data analyses have shown suspiciously 
high numbers of same-sex attracted teens, 
but argues that confused teens and false 
answers may have distorted those results, 
making the studies on sexual minority teens 
inaccurate.

“Importantly, these ‘dubious’ gay, les-
bian and bisexual adolescents may have 
led researchers to erroneously conclude 
from the data that sexual-minority youth are 
more problematic than heterosexual youth 
in terms of physical, mental and social 
health,” Savin-Williams concluded.

Latest estimates of the percentage of 
the total American population that is ho-
mosexual or lesbian puts the figure at less 
than two percent. The Williams Institute at 
UCLA School of Law, a gay and lesbian 
think tank, released a study in April 2011 
estimating, based on its research, that just 
1.7 percent of Americans between 18 and 
44 identify as gay or lesbian, while 1.8 
percent (predominantly women) identify as 
bisexual. The 2010 U.S. Decennial Census 
put the number of same-sex households at 
just under one percent, a figure that had not 
changed from the 2000 Census. 

Marian Van Til, with files from CRCNA 
and CMD search committee

BURLNgTON, Ontario (CRCNA) – 
The Christian Reformed Church in North 
America is now searching for a new direc-
tor of  Canadian Ministries.

A committee formed to conduct the 
search for a new director hopes to identify 
a candidate for appointment by the denomi-
nation’s board of trustees by May of this 
year. The candidate would then have to be 
ratified by the full North American church’s 
general synod when it meets in June. 

The position has been “in transition” 
since September of 2012. During that 
time, a review team worked to define the 
position. The team visited the CRC classes 
across Canada, holding conversations with 
local and regional church leaders. They 
asked two main questions, according to the 
summary of their report. “The first focused 

on the key characteristics for the church in Canada in 2020 and the second asked what kind 
of denominational leadership is needed to assist with embracing those characteristics.”

Their discussions allowed them to compile a substantive list of “qualities and charac-
teristics” that the next director should have. The person should be someone who is “rooted 

in Christ’s love and grounded in God’s Word,” who is Spirit-filled, who can “discern 
god’s Word in the context in which we live,” be a “bold visionary,” a collaborator and 
good communicator. Though looking for someone “experienced,” they are looking for 
“a younger leader of integrity.”

The next director’s roles and responsibilities would be to:
* Nurture and cast creative, missional vision that inspires and is acted on; 
* Prompt missional engagement in our local and national context; 
* Catalyze networking among classes and churches to foster collaboration;
* Ensure ecumenical and social justice engagement; 
* Cultivate next generation leaders and disciples; 
* Be adept at cross cultural, racially diverse ministry for reconciliation; 
* Communicate effectively to build community; 
* Lead effectively in Canada in generous organizational space; 
* Provide leadership through a distributed team to foster collaboration among and with 

classes.
The search committee notes that Canadian CRC members may nominate candidates 

by contacting the chair of the Canadian Ministries Director Search Committee, yvonne 
Schenk. Schenk may be emailed at cmdsearch@crcna.org. 

Individuals interested in applying for the position will find more details and an ap-
plication via links at the crcna.org/CanadianMinistries website.  

Schenk and the committee “invite your prayers for this search process.” They ask, 
“Pray for the Holy Spirit’s leading in this process of discernment. Pray for leaders and 
potential leaders throughout the church and for a person of god’s choosing to lead the 
next chapter of ministry by CRC churches working together in Canada as part of a bi-
national denomination.” 

TRENTON, N.J. (CNA) – A new Ameri-
can survey shows an increase in people 
who see marriage as a religious institution, 
with a majority holding this once nearly 
universal view.  

Rasmussen Reports’ Dec. 22 national 
survey of 1,000 U.S. voters found that a 
majority – 53 percent of respondents – said 
marriage is a religious institution. This is an 
increase from 48 percent in October. Forty 
percent see marriage as a civil institution, 
down from 45 percent in October. 

Between 73 and 80 percent of Ameri-
cans (depending on the poll) self-identify 
as Christian, making up 95 percent of the 
population that considers itself “religious.” 
Christianity’s view that marriage is a reflec-
tion of the relationship between Christ and 
his church clearly played a role in the minds 
of some, but not all, of the identified Chris-
tian respondents in the Rasmussen poll. 

Whether respondents themselves are mar-
ried, or had previously been married, played 
a large role in their viewing marriage as 
a religious institution. The never-married 
tended to see marriage as a civil institution. 

A large majority of Republicans and a 
small majority of unaffiliated voters said 
marriage is a religious institution, while a 
small majority of Democrats said it is civil 
in nature. Men and respondents over 40 were 
more likely to say marriage is religious.

Regarding marriage and children, 73 
percent of respondents still believe it is “im-
portant” or “very important” to be married 
before having children. But 25 percent said 
that marriage is not a precondition for par-
enthood, an increase from 20 percent in a 

previous survey. Ever-married respondents 
were far more likely to stress the impor-
tance of marriage before children than the 
unmarried, Rasmussen Reports said.

Seventy-nine percent of respondents 
said marriage is “somewhat” or “very im-
portant” to society, with 55 percent ranking 
it “very important.” 

The survey found that 45 percent of 
respondents opposed gay marriage, while 
42 percent favoured it.

In October, the pollster’s survey found 
voters evenly split on the question at 44 
percent each. The apparent changes are still 
within the survey’s margin of error of plus 
or minus 3.1 percent. Views about the na-
ture of marriage appear to correlate to views 
on gay marriage. About 71 percent of those 
who said marriage is a religious institution 
oppose gay marriage, while 75 percent of 
those who said it is a civil institution favour 
marriage redefinition.

Cornell study: 70 percent of teens 
with gay attraction later say they are 
exclusively heterosexual

U.S.: Poll shows increase in belief that 
marriage is a religious institution

Search for CRC Canadian Ministries director underway

The search committee hopes to find a candidate 
by May 2014; nominations can be emailed to 
the Chair, Yvonne Schenk. 

What does it mean to see marriage as a 
religious institution? 
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I am fascinated by stories of pioneer environmentalists, most re-
cently The Life of John Muir: Son of the Wilderness, by Linnie Marsh 
Wolfe. Rather an old book (1945), it chronicles the life of this wilder-
ness expert through primary documents but also first-hand interviews 
with friends and associates who survived Muir (1838-1914).

Muir’s father was, by all accounts, a stern man. He is some-
times labelled a Calvinist, but would not have approved the label 

as theologically accurate. He opposed the doctrine of election as taught in the state 
Kirk (Presbyterian). He ended up in the Disciples of Christ and continued in this 
group in Wisconsin after immigration to the U.S. The Disciples of that time had no 
ordained ministries, but instead preaching elders of whom Daniel (John’s father) 
was one. Biographer Wolfe says he was famous for prayers lasting three-fourths 
of an hour and one-and-a-half-hour sermons. When the question of paying him for 
his labours came up, deacons in a local fellowship reportedly said “it’s nae needu’ 
to pay him mooch. Mr. Muir likes to talk!”

John Muir, the son of the talker, liked to hike. He seemed to have walked more, 
climbed more and spent more intentional time in wilderness than anyone of his 
generation. If not, he’s the only one who left us a legacy of writings, activism and 
environmental policy influence. 

‘One inseparable glory’
Pressed to speed up his writing, Muir reportedly said this: “I can’t do it quick! Can’t 

get a reasonably likely picture off my hands. Everything is so inseparably united. As 
soon as one begins to describe a flower or a tree or a storm or an Indian or a chipmunk, 
up jumps the whole heavens and earth and god himself in one inseparable glory!”

What Muir says about god’s glory is analogous to what some forestry managers 
say about the complexities of B.C.’s forests (and, I extrapolate, any forest). Study one 
small detail and a whole world pops us. According to Fred Bunnell, in order to conduct 
a study of biological diversity in a B.C. forest, one must have an area of about 200,000 
hectares, free from “outside” interference for one “rotation” or perhaps 100 years. 

The world we live in is so incredibly complex that working in it is full of “but” 
and “on the other hand” and “maybe.” Scientific knowledge (study) or management 
of god’s creation is, I suggest, always tentative and halting in drawing conclusions. 
Our pastures on Eskerhazy Farm are composed of non-native grasses like timothy 
and orchard, and non-native legumes like red clover, alsike clovers and alfalfa. 
Even the dung beetles that help break down the manure are, according to our local 
entomologist, non-native. And I haven’t mentioned algae, fungi, or protozoans, 
nematodes, beetles, ants and our non-native earthworms. 

The suggestion that “we” know how best to manage soil, forest, or air is – at 
best – presumptuous and may be arrogant. We are held accountable, I think, to do 
the best we can with the limited, finite abilities we have and with the confidence 
that our Saviour in “whom all things consist” desires not perfection but faithfulness 
in living out his commission. 

What is complex almost beyond belief is also 
full of god’s glory. As Hopkins says (no doubt Muir 
would say amen to that) “The world is charged with 
the glory of god.” 

Every attempt to ameliorate our urban forests is to 
be applauded. This why I am encouraged by the work 
of the department of forestry and tree planting of 
greater Hamilton, Ont. (for example), which works 
hard at re-establishing a forest, an urban forest, by 
intentionally planting redbud, beech, hophornbeam 
and shellbark hickory trees, among others.

B.C. sub-boreal forest or urban neighbourhoods: 
god’s glory is there. Hopkins again: “These things 
be there but the beholder wanting.” 
Curt Gesch, a farmer and naturalist, lives in Quick, B.C. 

It’s complicated: 
more to praise

Faith
Unlike his father, 

Muir was not dogmatic 
about Christianity. From 
reading his correspon-
dence and one biogra-
phy I am still not sure 
whether to describe Muir 
as an anti-structural 
Christian or a pantheist. 
Although the term may 
not have been invented 
in his day, perhaps pan-
entheism would be the 
best description of Muir.

I love the season of Epiphany. I even enjoy the word, “epiphany.” 
On Jan. 6, 1981, I experienced Epiphany. I remember the date clearly 

because it was the day of my comprehensive oral examination at Calvin 
Theological Seminary. I sat at the head of a table surrounded by professors. I 
was nervous. Dr. Fred Klooster asked the first question: “Do you know what 
day it is?” It was not a question I had prepared for. I am not sure if it was my 
first response, but I said it was Epiphany. 

This was in a time when the Reformed tradition did not use the church year much. We celebrated 
the major Christian holidays, but seldom was there mention of Advent or Lent, let alone Epiphany. 
That morning, in my 1972 green Nova on the corner of Hall and Lake Drive on a secular radio 
station, I had heard that it was Epiphany. Serendipity, providence. Epiphanies stick in your mind.

Then Dr. Klooster asked, “What is Epiphany?” I knew my greek. I said, “Epiphany means to 
manifest or appear.” “But what is it specifically?” Professor Klooster pressed. I responded generally 
about the coming of Jesus. We explored the early stories around Jesus’ birth until even Fred Klooster 
admitted that he was not sure what Epiphany celebrated.

In fact, there are many stories celebrated in Epiphany: the encounter of Anna and Simeon in the 
Temple, the presence of the Father and the Spirit in Jesus’ baptism, and the celebration of Jesus’ 
first miracle of abundant wine. 

Three Kings of Orient?
One of my earliest childhood memories 

in church is standing in front at Westwood 
CRC in Kalamazoo, at the age of about five. 
I was a wise man. With two others I sang 
“We Three Kings of Orient Are,” which is 
not an accurate description.

It is only traditional that there were three 
wise men, based on the number of gifts. A 
Catholic priest named “gus” told me his 
name was really “gaspar,” a name church 
tradition has given to one wise man, along 
with Melchoir and Balthazar. Tradition has 
one from India, one from Persia and one 
from Arabia, from “the East,” but maybe not 
what we would consider the Orient. 

They saw the star in the east, or in its 
rising, and followed it. This does not make 
sense for the movement of stars. Stars do 
not move that fast. Most think that this 
star was likely a comet. If they did have 
a long journey, it is probably historically 
incorrect to have them at the manger. Mat-

thew has them visiting Mary and her child in a house and does not have the manger tradition 
(Matt. 2:9). Herod seeks to kill the children of Bethlehem under two years of age (2:16).  

Furthermore, it is inaccurate to call them “kings.” They were “Magi.” Magi played various roles 
within societies, from sorcerers, early scientists, astrologers and priests to royal advisors and wise men. 
They were not kings. And even though we call them “wise men,” it is not clear they were all male.

We . . . Are
So out of “We Three Kings of Orient Are,” we are left with “We . . . Are.” Still, this is ap-

propriate because for the Gospel of Matthew, these figures do represent us. They are a foretaste 
of the nations (us), coming to worship this new king. They reflect the vision of Isaiah, “Nations 
will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn” (60:3, cf. Ps. 72:11). 

They adumbrate the end of Matthew’s gospel: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have com-
manded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matt. 28:18-20 NIV).

Be an epiphany
This calls us to be an epiphany in the world. To be those who come and worship and gather 

and guide as they go into the world. For me even the sound of the word bursts out with energy 
and joy – “epiphany.” 

Like the wise man, we celebrate and bring Epiphany in the midst of powers opposing god’s 
rule, bringing destruction and grief. We do this in the light of god’s creation – the star, his 
recreation – the Son, and his revelation – the Scriptures.

We live in the light of Epiphany, Immanuel, God with us now – now in a conflicted world, 
now in a commissioned life, a life of epiphany, seeing and manifesting god in the world.

Rev. Tom Wolthuis shares the position of President of the 
Institute for Christian Studies in Toronto, Ont. with his wife Dawn.

Epiphany now

John Muir

“Nations will come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn” (Isa. 60:3). 
Painting by Michael Torevell, UK artist.
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Sara Gerritsma DeMoor
When I was in grade 8, 

our class participated in 
what was then an annual 
tradition at our Christian 
elementary school: Career 
Day. We were encouraged to 
“shadow” someone in their 
workplace for a day, ask 
them a set of pre-determined 
questions, and create a dis-

play board to report on our experiences. 
My parents encouraged me to shadow a law-

yer, a friend of the family, since I had already 
expressed interest in being a lawyer someday. 

I decided instead to shadow a homemaker, a 
woman from our church whose children I often 
babysat. Needless to say, those pre-determined 
questions I asked her didn’t make much sense in 
her working environment!

At the time, I recognized that my choice to 
follow around a homemaker for Career Day was 
unusual. But I also felt strongly that I wanted to 
validate that homemakers should be valued for 
their work just as much as people who worked 
outside the home and received a paycheque.

Throughout high school, college, and grad school 
I knew that I would pursue a career energetically, 
but I also felt that once I had children it was best for 
them (and for a family as a whole) for me to pause 
my career to focus on child-rearing. Observing the 
frenetic pace of the lives of families in which women 
tried to “do it all,” I believed I would honour the 
value of homemaking by making a statement: gifted 
women can resist the lure of career advancement 
at all costs and make a counter-cultural move to 
prioritize children and family. In my mind, this was 
a bold, Christian and feminist goal.

I was reminded of my Career Day decision over 
and over as I read the book Lean In by Sheryl 
Sandberg and discussed it with colleagues and grad 
students at the campus ministry where I work part-
time. Sandberg is the COO of Facebook, and her 
book has been accused of “blaming the victim” by 
emphasizing that in addition to external institutional 
and attitudinal barriers to women’s equality, women 
face internal barriers that mean we “hold ourselves 
back in ways both big and small, by lacking self-
confidence, by not raising our hands, and by pulling 
back when we should be leaning in. . . . We compro-
mise our career goals to make room for partners and 
children who may not even exist yet.” As a result, 
women are vastly underrepresented in positions 
of power and leadership in governments, Fortune 
500 companies and boards, despite “continuing to 
outpace men in educational achievement.” given a 
growing awareness of the “glass ceiling,” why are 
those numbers of women leading in government and 
industry not significantly improving?

Sandberg spends only the first chapter laying 
out some of the external “complex challenges” 
women face, and the rest of the book focusing 
on “adjustments” and “differences” that women 
can make themselves to make more gains toward 
equality in leadership. The topics covered include 
increasing self-confidence, juggling success and 

likability (did you know that they are negatively 
correlated for women, but positively correlated 
for men?), seeking honest feedback from others, 
the importance of having an equal partner in the 
home, and learning that “done is better than per-
fect.” The chapter that startled me the most, and 
that prompted many conversations with female 
grad students and friends, was “Don’t Leave 
Before you Leave.” 

In this chapter, Sandberg tells of a young female 
employee at Facebook who asked to speak with her 
privately. As the young woman peppered her with 
questions about how Sandberg juggles work and 
family, Sandberg interrupted to ask if the young 
woman had a child. It turns out, the woman was 
not only childless, but didn’t even have a boyfriend. 

This struck me because this has been the way I 
have made educational and career decisions, too. 
Starting with the assumption that a woman couldn’t 
do both a career and a home-life well, I believed 
that choosing to prioritize family was empowering 
to women. But Sandberg makes a compelling argu-
ment that smart, talented women should “lean in” 
wholeheartedly to their work while they can, and 
not hinder their chances of advancement before a 
husband and/or children are even in the picture. Not 
only does this increase their job satisfaction and 
equality in the short-term, but this also could mean 
that by the time they do become mothers women 
may be in a higher position, one with more flex-
ibility and more institutional power to shape their 
working life in ways that work for their family too. 
If we want more women in influential positions, 
more women are going to have to make decisions 
to prioritize career advancement.

Lean In is a well-researched, thoughtful, and 
personal reflection on “women, work and the will 
to lead.” Judging by the engagement in a four 
hour book discussion a female colleague and I 
hosted for Christian women in their 20s and 30s 
at the University of Toronto, the issues Sandberg 
raises and the suggestions she makes to encour-
age women to fulfill their workplace potential 
have resonance with talented women today. But 
Sandberg’s ideas prompted us to ask many ques-
tions, too: If a woman exits the workforce to raise 
a family, couldn’t that be because she is following 
her Christian values? What obligation do we have, 
as talented Christian women, to pursue career 
advancement when it has the potential to put us 
in positions where we can be a greater blessing to 
others – and when is this pursuit simply buying 
into societal pressures like blatant careerism and 
the coveting of power and prestige? Is Sandberg 
over-valuing the impact a woman can have as head 
of a company, and under-valuing the impact we can 
have in the home and community? 

While I finished Lean In with more questions 
than answers, I highly recommend it to women 
and men alike. It has made me more aware of the 
dynamics at play when women make decisions 
about careers and families, and I know I will be 
putting into practice some of her tips for women in 
the workplace – whether my work-
place is primarily in the home, 
outside of it, or all of the above. 

Lean In 
Sheryl Sandberg

Lean In . . . to what?
Brian Bork

I have a lingering fond-
ness for the Coen brother’s 
2001 film O Brother! Where 
Art Thou? A Homeric romp 
through the Depression-era 
deep south, the film treated a 
serious time with a lighthearted 
touch, locating Big Themes 
in the lives of small-minded 
characters. And was the music 
ever grand! Producer T-Bone 
Burnett put his stellar touch 
on one of the most memorable 
soundtracks of any recent film, 
introducing thousands of folks 

to some fairly deep cuts from the American folk and gospel tradition. 
Inside Llewyn Davis is another Coen effort rooted around that tradition, and 

T-Bone Burnett is in tow again, too. But if you’re expecting another joyous 
romp through iconic Americana, you might have to look elsewhere. This one’s 
set in greenwich Village in the frigid winter of 1961, and where O Brother! was 
sun-kissed and awash in deep orange hues, this nascent New york folk scene is 
painted in a rather grim palette of grays and greens. Folks live in apartments at 
the dead ends of long hallways, and you get the feeling that nothing but cold 
water ever comes out of the taps. It’s positively purgatorial.

Our title character, played by Oscar Isaac, is one of a few bearded and 
corduroyed folkies who emerge from these apartments to strum their guitars 
at pass-the-hat establishments. We follow him for a few days as he couch 
surfs his way across Manhattan, doing a bit of recording and performing 
here and there. He’s high-minded and stubborn, with a genuine and deep 
connection to the music he plays, yet he’s perennially frustrated that only a 
few friends seem to find his performances compelling. 

Among those friends are Jim and Jean (Justin Timberlake and Carey Mul-
ligan), a cleaner-cut musician couple who let Llewyn crash on their couch on 
occasion. There’s also Mitch and Lillian gorfein, an older academic Jewish 
couple with another available couch, and maybe the closest thing to a home 
that Llewyn has.

By a third of the way through the film you may start wondering how 
Llewyn has any friends at all. And his constant mooching and priggish self-
righteousness isn’t even the half of it. Jean is pregnant with what is likely 
Llewyn’s child, and as a result she hates his guts with an incandescent pas-
sion. And then there’s the tantrum that Llewyn throws at the gorfein’s dinner 
table, after Lillian has the gall to start harmonizing with a song they asked 
Llewyn to sing for some other guests.

Maybe Llewyn’s touchiness can be forgiven just a little bit, given his 
recent acquaintance with death, and the way that can put vice grips on one’s 
mental health. His erstwhile partner in song, Mike Timlin, is recently de-
parted, having jumped off the george Washington Bridge (one traditionally 
jumps off the Brooklyn Bridge, observes another character, perfectly captur-
ing the Coens’ gallows humour). Timlin’s absence casts a long shadow over 
Llewyn’s sense of his own direction. Was the album he released with Timlin 
his last chance to truly “make it,” and does Timlin’s death inevitably lead 
to the death of Llewyn’s own career? An assessment from a bigwig music 
producer seems to confirm Llewyn’s worst fears: “I don’t see a lot of money 
here. . . . you’re no frontman.”  

That preoccupation with death makes Inside Llewyn Davis a rather elegaic 
affair. It’s more than a bit misanthropic, too. If you’re familiar with the Coen 
brothers’ back catalogue, you won’t be surprised by that. Rarely do they hold 
their viewers’ hands and put them through the paces of a typical fall and re-
demption narrative. That’s fine with me; life is rarely that tidy anyway. But 
again, as with O Brother!, the music brings with it a lovely transcendence and 
deeper humanism, coming to the fore and dispelling the gloom, even if only for 
a bit. There’s a lot to be said about the power of an old song to lift us beyond 
the twisted reach of crazy sorrow. There’s a lot to be said for poor Llewyn, 
too, as he’s a welcome reminder of the potential we all have 
to let hidebound stubbornness and frustration blind us to the 
world of grace and beauty that’s before us.  

Brian Bork is CC’s Review Editor and a CRC chaplain 
at the University of Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier University. 

Llewyn is the cat; the cat is Llewyn.

Inside Llewyn Davis
Directed by Joel and Ethan Coen

The strains and the stubbornness 

Sara Gerritsma DeMoor enjoys working part-time as a chaplain at the CRC Campus 
Ministry at the University of Toronto, and full-time as a mom and homemaker. For her, oth-
er important components of a full life include regular tea-dates with good friends, reading 
books and discussing them at book clubs, and cooking meals from scratch . . . sometimes. 
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christiAn couriEr

Cathy Smith
Forest city community church (Fccc) in London, 

ontario, recently unveiled a series of artworks entitled 
Together We Journey by contemporary artist Mary Abma. 
Peggy DeVries, a member of Fccc who was involved 
with the planning of the commission, summarizes the 
response of the church to the art: “What Mary did far 
exceeded our expectations. the artwork is, and will con-
tinue to be, a part of the spiritual and social fabric of the 
community as people interact with it over time. People 
will become familiar with visual language; the art gallery 
comes to them. i think that’s very exciting.” 

i visited Mary in her Bright’s Grove studio for a de-
lightful discussion about her art. this is an abridged ver-
sion of a longer conversation.

How did the commission come about?
Fccc decided to commission an artist to make some 

artwork for the wall of their atrium, a very large blank wall. 
they asked some artists to submit proposals. A committee 
looked at the proposals and they accepted mine.

Can you summarize your proposal?
i proposed to create seven meditations that would speak 

to the inner spiritual journey toward christ and the exte-
rior journey in community. i looked at the vision statement 
for the church, “a growing church that remains passionate 
about helping people find faith and life in Christ and a place 
to belong in his family,” and i attended a worship service. 
Instead of trying to fill the wall with large artworks that 
shout for attention, i proposed creating a small “gallery” 
designed to draw viewers close – to invite them to “be 
still.” Like the icons of the orthodox church, the purpose 
of these paintings would be to help focus the viewer’s at-
tention on prayer. the proposal was suitably vague. You 
don’t go into something like this knowing exactly what 
you’re going to end up with.

Were you given free rein or were there suggested top-
ics and parameters?

i was given free rein except for the parameters that i 
set upon myself in my proposal. What was so remarkable 
about this commission was the trust. it showed tremen-
dous integrity and bravery on the part of the church. i 
developed this series as i would any other. i tried not to 
worry about what people would think, but stay true to my 
proposal.

Can you describe some of the artworks and your 
creative process?

I did the first and the last paintings at the end. They were 
far more intuitive. The other five were very intellectual and 
i worked at them over the course of two years. i did a lot of 
reading and a lot of communicating with people. 

Preparing for the Journey (Boat with No Oars) con-
sists of antique found objects in an antique valise set 
alongside a lumen photograph of an antique rowboat. 
the objects were things that i might take on a spiritual 
journey. there’s a tension there between the physical and 
the spiritual. the inspiration came from the story of st. 
Brendan, who, following christ’s leading, stepped into a 
boat with no oars and set off on a journey of faith for des-
tinations unknown. 

In Communion examines the eucharist. i incorporated 
the busy, harried, hectic world that we all live in with the 
openness of welcome. the painting depicts my own kitch-
en table and chairs, a bottle of painkillers, my own laptop 
with sticky notes. i added in a communion tray with ves-
sels made from honeycomb and attached with beeswax. 
to me, when i see honeycomb, i think about community. 
the whole scene is bathed in light. 

Sicut Cervis (As the Deer) is my favourite. Based on 
Psalm 42, it explores the longing for God, especially as 
expressed in music. i looked back on ways that this song 
was sung. i found a 13th century Gregorian “plainsong” 
chant online. i asked a musician to sing it and we recorded 
the wave form of his voice. The finished artwork includes 
a piano scroll, four cDs, images of a lutanist from the 
Middle Ages and an electric guitar player from today. the 
wave form of the recording is actually scratched on the 
plexiglass case so the light in the room casts a shadow of 
the original “plainsong” onto the piece. it’s about history 
and passing along tradition and how it changes over time.

That’s what I love about your work. It’s thoughtful 
and layered. You do so much research!

[Laughing] that’s why i need two years to do something. 
the last painting is called Ashore. it’s a driftwood boat with 
a pear tree growing out of it, a symbol for christ, a reference 
to the stump of Jesse. the water is veiled in mystery. there 
are antique nails bordering one side. People ask me, “What 
do the nails represent?” i tell them i have absolutely no idea. 
i just felt that it needed nails.

It seems to me that the nails hint at Christ’s work – 
the crucifixion and the Atonement.

his work as a carpenter.  his “building.” People will do 
what you just did. they’ll say, “this is what i see in it.” 
Which is really great.

The painting has that depth. It allows for a dialogue 

between the art and the viewer.
the painting ends with a shore, but, we don’t know for 

how long the driftwood boat will sit there, or whether it’s 
going to journey again.

What’s been the impact of the art on you? 
For me, personally, this has been pivotal work. As with 

all of my series, each one represents growth. What i liked 
about doing this one – my faith and christian life was the 
subject of the work rather than something that informs the 
work. Apart from the one piece i did for our own church, 
this is not something that i’ve been able to really explore 
fully. creatively. there were some things going on in my 
life at the time that influenced the work, my development 
as an artist and my future work. right at the time i was 
starting the series, i was put in touch with south African 
artists Zane Lang and Gert swart by a mutual friend, craig 
Bartholomew of Paideia centre for Public theology. Zane 
had terminal cancer and was in hospice. A new community 
began to form, one which would not have been possible 
without technology. I wrote Zane five days a week about 
his work, about canadian artists whose work related to his, 
and i talked about my own work. the three of us ended 
up talking about the Fccc commission quite a lot. All of 
this, in the end, became woven into the fabric of the se-
ries. When i began writing to Zane, he had stopped making 
art. he was hoping he would live long enough to attend 
the opening of his retrospective show. Encouraged by our 
dialogue, he started drawing again. he did make the open-
ing of his show although he passed away two months later. 
A number of images emerged from our correspondence, 
important to both of us . . . driftwood, milagros (prayer 
charms), the stump of Jesse. those relationships with Zane 
and Gert were crucially important to the series.

In conversation with Mary Abma: 
‘ideas bursting to get out’

Mary Abma is a contemporary artist who works in a variety 
of media. View all seven FCCC artworks on her website: 
maryabma.com. 

In Communion.

Ashore.
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Mother
Words pop us in our speech,
thoughts calmly expressed,
that suddenly startle us
into the awareness
that these thoughts
are not ours, but hers.
These are the very seeds 
Of her thoughts,
The thoughts behind 
her deeds
that she has sown
ever since
she conceived us.

Lini Grol

Do you feel that there is a growing awareness of the 
contributions artists make in the Christian commu-
nity? Can we do better? (I think I know the answer to 
this . . . ).

Yes. And yes [laughing]. i can only really speak to my 
own church. i’m overwhelmed by the growth of aware-
ness. It was tough at first. Also, I wasn’t doing the same 
kind of work when i started out. i don’t know what the 
reason was. My shows were not well attended by church 
people. Maybe they were afraid they’d feel obligated to 
buy something [chuckling]. over the years that began to 
change. now i’m so overwhelmed by support from my 
own church community. When my church commissioned 

me to paint Upon this Rock (which hangs in our lobby), 
they gave me complete free rein. the whole council went 
to a show of mine that was up at the time. i think that 
other churches could look to the example of our church. 
i’m seeing signs of hope. churches should be talking to 
artists and listening to artists. i hope what Fccc did will 
also be an example. churches used to be supporters of the 
arts, patrons of the arts.

What’s next?
i’m full of ideas just bursting to get out. i’m looking at 

doing a series that uses the ash tree as a symbol. And the 
elm. And maybe doing some portraits in relation to those. 

that’s what i’m going to be playing with in the next few 
months. Where that leads me, i have no idea. i’m excited 
to get started on it.  

Cathy Smith (cathy@christiancourier.
ca) is features editor with cc. She lives in 

Wyoming, Ont.
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Bert Witvoet
At age 100, Lini Grol has 

not lost a bit of interest in 
this world. this morning she 
emailed me a power point 
slide show of Mongolia, which 
cheered her up and hoped it 
would cheer me up too on a 
cold, cold January morning. 
she was surprised at the rich-

ness of that culture in a far-flung and harsh corner of the 
world. 

Faith in God is still the strength of her life, she writes 
me, even though she no longer belongs to any church. 
she spends her days in holland christian homes sur-
rounded by friends and she keeps busy with her corres-
pondence and writing.

she started writing poetry and stories in holland 
when she was nine and later discovered the art of scissor 
cutting. Born in nijmegen, she took an interest in a nurs-
ing career. For a while she functioned as a “lice” nurse in 
the schools of Amsterdam. Keeping children free of lice 
was a full-time job. 

But in the early 1950s she decided to move to 
Pretoria, south Africa. she loved the country, and fondly 
remembers the mauve Jacaranda blossoms, although, as 
her poem testifies, she contrasted the soft mauve blos-
soms hovering “benignly over the privileged” with the 
fiery red Kaffer tree blossoms on the surrounding hills, 
fighting for justice. Lini was not to be fooled by the real-
ity of her surroundings. she left south Africa for canada 
in 1954, expecting a bloodbath once the south African 
natives would rise up to reclaim their rights.

she lived in Fonthill, ontario from 1970 till 1996, 

and started writing for Calvinist Contact (now Christian 
Courier) around 1980. she wrote mostly in English, 
although she did write Dutch stories for the Nederlandse 
Courant. 

Last year, when she was 99, the Burlington Art centre 
presented a show of her work entitled Lini Grol: History 
and Art of Paper Cutting. the program assistant there, 
Kendra Ainsworth, interviewed Lini for the show and 
wrote, “i left our meeting with an immense respect for 
this incredibly vivacious and creative woman.”

consider this a tribute to you, Lini, and may you for 
many more years inspire us all to live 
every day to the fullest.  

Bert Witvoet is a contributing 
editor of christian courier.

Pretoria
With cupped hands 
filled to overflowing
with gifts for the taking
only for the privileged few.

Pretoria! A name like a love song
but with an undertone of hatred,
of growth and wealth abundantly
and yet of bitter depravity. 

The soft mauve Jacaranda
hovers benignly over the privileged
its blossoms carpet the street
for the well-shod feet.

On the surrounding hills
the red  Kaffer tree blooms
like a triumphant torch
leading on to the fight for right…

The pale Suggarbossie
stands as if petrified,
while a snake in the grass
stares …. at the ready to strike.

But then came
NELSON MANDELA!

1952 (c) Lini Richarda Grol

Age cannot wither her

information about Zane Lang’s work can also be 
found on Mary’s website at maryabma.com/Zane_
Lang. read more about Gert swart 
at gertswartsculptor.homestead.com.

‘ideas bursting to get out’ . . . Continued from p.10

The Seed
Teacher

Lini Grol

http://www.maryabma.com/Zane_Lang
http://www.maryabma.com/Zane_Lang
http://gertswartsculptor.homestead.com


Nick Loenen
“Love is respect for otherness” – George Grant, 

canadian philosopher
“That boy should have been a girl!” Sixty-five years 

later, i still hear Mother’s voice. no concern, no condem-
nation, just curiosity. that little boy was my brother, Jack.

Jack’s “otherness” showed early. As a toddler he begged 
for skirts, dresses and long hair with ribbons. he stayed 
indoors cleaning house, helping in the kitchen. he was on 
a collision course with his own nature and the commun-
ity that nurtured him. his sex was male, but his gender 
female. To his parents Jack was a curious oddity. Difficult 
to imagine now, but it took years before Jack’s innocent 
pleadings were fully understood. Among christians in 
post-war holland sexual orientation was not discussed.

in Vancouver, where Jack came of age, our lives were 
enclosed within the Dutch, reformed immigrant com-
munity. he involved himself in choir, gospel music and 
Young People’s. sunday evenings were spent with church 
friends around the organ, singing hymns with gusto and 
delight. he starred in skits, christmas plays and musicals. 
his talent for acting, dance, singing and his attraction to 
the stage all burst on the scene during his adolescence. 
And he was popular. Especially with girls! they adored 
this boy, so much like them. My wife Jayne still says, 
wistfully, “Jack was so much fun!” 

When awakened to his true identity, the community 
that adored him had no room for him. Jack was sent for 
counselling. When that proved no cure, the minister said 
there was nothing to be done except pray and try to be 
normal. At 18 Jack left, found another community, one 
that spoke his language. he never returned to church. 
Who can ever know the 
anguish born from rejec-
tion and abandonment by 
one’s own?

For Mother, this was 
all new and little under-
stood. recently wid-
owed, she now faced 
this challenge alone – a 
challenge to her values, 
questions about proper 
and improper conduct, 
questions about faith. 
What did God want from 
her son and from her? 
Jack’s gender came pre-
packaged as much as 
his blond hair and blue 
eyes. that she knew with 
certainty. this was nature, not nurture. But most of her 
church community thought differently. they saw abhor-
rent deviant behaviour, a perversion. should she, like her 
church, condemn her son, call him to repentance, show 
him the door or should she embrace him, walk beside him, 
try to understand his otherness? What did God expect 
from her? She felt deeply alone and frequently conflicted. 

then, more clouds gathered for Mother. her only 
daughter, my sister Gerrie, who lived in holland, had 
completed her specialized studies and had accepted a pos-
ition as inner-city evangelist. how wonderful! But Gerrie 
had had to confront her own sexual orientation – she was 
lesbian. Hesitant at first, but then, out of a sense of soli-

darity with her brother Jack, she dis-
closed her situation to Mother. Gerrie 
had been privileged to receive support 
and understanding from pioneering 
clergymen who 50 years ago chal-
lenged the Dutch churches to walk 
alongside gay brothers and sisters. 
together with christian psycholo-
gists, those early leaders made a sim-
ple observation: the love between two 
persons of the same sex is essentially 
no different in nature than the love be-
tween heterosexuals. that insight is 
crucial.

Gerrie was nurtured spiritually in the 
Amsterdam-based Studentenekklesia. 
started by the late catholic Pastor Van 
Kilsdonk, this worship community for students thrived 
under the leadership of huub oosterhuis and is still home 
to many gays, both Protestant and catholic. Gerrie has lived 
in a faithful, monogamous relationship with her partner for 
more years than many heterosexuals remain married. time 
has given her perspective, making her comfortable in her 
own skin. she speaks about the past without bitterness. 

Lacking the support Gerrie had enjoyed, Jack’s spirit-
ual journey was more unsettled. For too many years our 
contact was fleeting and superficial. His life was marked 
by disappointments contributing to alcoholism. he ex-
perienced discrimination in matters of promotion during 
the many years he held a position at a city hospital. More 
positively, he funnelled his talent for singing and acting 
into amateur kids’ theatre, bringing joy to the children he 

loved, but was denied himself. 

Praying much
For Mother, none of this was ever 

easy. she prayed much. she was not 
always sure what to make of it. But 
she stopped arguing with her church 
and quietly placed photos of Gerrie 
and Jack with their respective part-
ners among the photos of her mar-
ried children proudly displayed in 
her home. 

in the last years of his life Jack 
battled cancer, bringing us closer. 
As siblings, in turn, we moved in 
for several weeks each, nursing 
him. We had good discussions. on 
a beautiful, crisp winter day with 
creation tingling in anticipation, 

Jack and i assured each other that it takes more faith to 
believe that existence dropped out of the blue, without 
purpose, than to believe in a creator God who has an end 
in mind that will blow our socks off. And then this: “As 
you know, i have not been in church much, but there has 
not been a day in my life without prayer.”

on Easter 2003, a service of baptism brought Jack to 
church. our daughter and son-in-law thoughtfully named 
their baby boy after him. in the middle of treatments, 
bald as an egg, wearied beyond words, he travelled to 
Kelowna. to receive a namesake was a homecoming and 
acceptance from those he cared for most – his family. We 
sang old hymns around the piano; weak as he was, no 

one experienced joy on that Easter more deeply than Jack. 
Did Mother watch from “behind the veil” and see that her 
ardent prayers for “the boy who should have been a girl” 
were not fruitless? 

seven months later Jack succumbed to cancer. Four 
hundred people, including his siblings, crowded into a 
community hall to pay tribute. We were astounded at the 
impact his life had on others. seven eulogists spoke mov-
ingly of his gift in caring for others. in life, Jack had in-
vested, not in land, houses, cars and toys, but in relation-
ships. Who would deny that his life had purpose?

Questions
on many issues the church has changed its mind. in 

the past 50 years alone – women voting in church; mem-
bership in secular unions; birth control; marriage after 
divorce; children at the Lord’s supper; sunday observ-
ance; women in office. In those instances the church has 
reinterpreted its understanding of the Bible. Why not 
homosexuality?

the purpose of life is the perfection of the soul. All 
great world religions agree on this: the soul is perfected 
through suffering. our homosexual brothers and lesbian 
sisters suffer more than most “normal” people. is the 
brokenness of the creation more intimately known to 
them? Do their souls shine a little brighter because they 
suffer more?

on the day Jack died, was there joy in heaven, did the 
angels sing at the homecoming of a child of the covenant? 
Did his baptism not signify the washing away of his sins 
and the renewal of his life? Does Jack, even now, sing 
with angels and archangels and all the hosts of heaven, the 
hymns he loved as a child?

Jesus tells of two sons. the younger is bad, very bad! 
he is the Lost son. Against our expectations, the Lost 
son, the bad one, ends up as guest of honour at a feast, no 
expenses spared. nothing is too good for this boy. Jesus’ 
story illustrates the Father’s infinite compassion. To us, 
church people, judgment comes easier than compassion. 
Will we assume the difficult task of understanding with 
compassion those who are other, or will 
we continue in judgment?  

Nick Loenen is retired and lives with 
Jayne near the mouth of the mighty Fraser. 

He loves sailing.
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in a December 9th, 2013 post in Relevant (relevantmagazine.com), Zachary Perkins lists 5 Uncomfortable Issues the Church Needs to Talk About: addiction, sexuality, sincere doubt, 
mental illness and loneliness. From its inception Christian Courier has been an independent, journalistic vehicle for christians to apply their biblical faith and reformed perspective to 
contemporary concerns. This year the editors have agreed to present a series on homosexuality, a topic that has the potential to encompass all five of the uncomfortable issues that Perkins 
wants the church to discuss. How can we communicate lovingly on this topic, the defining issue of a generation (July 8, 2013, CC)? A study committee appointed by the crc’s synod has 
until 2016 to figure that out. CC is a public forum, making it, perhaps, an even better place for dialogue, and we don’t need to wait until 2016. over the next few months we will present 
a wide-ranging series of articles by christian writers on homosexuality. Watch for them. And let’s talk. – the Editors

“… but the greatest is love.”

Jack Loenen attends the baptism of his namesake.

A water lily in full glory,  
Has such a story. 
Do the roots go deep? 
Is the climb to the top very steep? 
Does growth to the sun, 
Give them their fun? 
After a season for us to admire, 
They know to retire. 
They must restore. 
So they can show us more. 
There is a lesson here, 
For you and me. 
Sometime we must return to the deep, 
We also need a peaceful sleep.

One of Jack’s occasional poems, circulated to family and friends,      
strikingly, the day before he died, November 5, 2003 at age 58.
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      Artful Eye 

We’re almost a month 
into the new year. have you 
broken your new Year’s 
resolutions yet? or don’t 
you make them (any more)? 

i want to argue in favour 
of them. But “not as the 

world does.” Paul told the thessalonians, 
“We always pray for you, that our God 
may make you worthy of his calling and 
may fulfill [your] every resolve for good 
and every work of faith by his power” 
(ESV; 2 thess. 1:11). 

Your “every resolve for good” and 
“every work of faith” are parallels. those 
resolutions for good are works of faith, 
and they come through God’s power. the 
NIV translates that last clause “. . . that by 
his power he may bring to fruition your 
every desire for goodness and your every 
deed prompted by faith.” resolutions for 
good will make us increasingly “worthy of 
his calling” because they are “prompted 
by faith,” and God brings them to fruition. 

But we can all testify that living up to 
God’s standard in even some things, much 
less all, doesn’t come easily. scripture 
says our faith needs to be “worked out.” 
it’s a life-long and apparently tricky en-
deavour: it needs to be done “with fear and 
trembling.” The road to sanctification, to 
maturing the fruit of the spirit in us, to in-
creasing godliness and perfection, is often 
arduous – and will include suffering. (i 
re-read John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress 
recently, a jolting reminder of that truth.)

‘Be perfect’
Jesus told his disciples in the sermon 

on the Mount, and tells us: “Be perfect 
as your heavenly Father is perfect (Matt. 
5: 48). i’ve been hearing that since child-
hood, but even now when i read it a little 

voice still wants to say, “Perfect? come 
on! that’s impossible!” Why should i re-
solve that? Even as redeemed sinners we 
can’t be perfect. 

so why did Jesus call us to be perfect? 
(it sounds more like a command than a sug-
gestion.) Are there alternatives to that for 
his followers? Would i have preferred him 
to say, “Just do the best you can, and if the 
result isn’t very good, well, that’s oK”? 
no, i wouldn’t want to hear that. When i 
meet him face to face i want to hear, not 
that i managed to cling to a happy medium, 
but, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” 
Jesus is telling us we must pursue and live 
up to God’s standard. And we can do that. 
Jesus himself made it possible. 

Maybe sometimes we just get tired of 
resolving, every year, to inch further down 
the straight, narrow road. there’s an en-
igma here. salvation is God’s most stu-
pendous gift to us, graciously, freely given 
(our good works won’t get us there), yet 
traveling the salvation road is hard work. 
it is “work” that must be done if we are to 
continue to follow him. But it’s do-able! 
the Apostle Peter assures us that “his div-
ine power has given us everything we need 
for a godly life.”

God’s grace, embodied in his “very 
great and precious promises,” allows us to 
“escape corruption in the world caused by 
evil desires and even to “participate in the 
divine nature,” Peter says. We Kuyperian 
reformed folks don’t talk much (that i’ve 
heard) about escaping the world’s corrup-
tion caused by evil desires. though there 
it is in black and white in Peter’s epistle, 
does it perhaps sound rather “fundamen-
talist” for some of us? to put away evil de-
sires, which, unchecked, may eventually 
corrupt us, we have to recognize and name 
them, a humbling, unpleasant task. that’s 

also why making resolutions “for good” 
can be something we want to avoid. it’s 
more comfortable to try to correct societal 
sins than our own. Yet if we are committed 
to loving God above all, we’re assured we 
will increasingly “participate in the divine 
nature.” And then we can rightly look out-
ward to our neighbours and society too.

i’ve concluded that my best “resolu-
tion” is to simply ask God to deepen my 
love for him so that i will become ever 
more like him. then the rest of the jour-
ney will begin to fall into place. Peter out-
lines the steps on that road, steps that build 
on each other and complete a circle, as it 
were. the circle begins with loving God 
and ends with love for others. “. . . For 
this very reason, make every effort to add 
to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-con-
trol; and to self-control, perseverance; and 
to perseverance, godliness; and to godli-
ness, mutual affection; and to mutual af-
fection, love” (2 Peter 1:3-7).  

Have you not bid me love you, God and 
King;

All, all your own: soul, heart, and 
strength, and mind?

I see your cross; there teach my heart 
to cling.

Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find!

Teach me to love you as your angels 
love,

One holy passion filling all my frame:
The baptism of the heav’n-descended 

dove,
My heart an altar and your love the 

flame.
  George croly, 1780-1860

Marian Van Til (mvantil@roadrunner.com) 
is a former cc editor living in 

Youngstown, N.Y.

Our every resolve 
for good

The Lord is my creator,
he will not leave his masterpiece unfinished.

I feast on his imagination!
He lets me gaze on his beauty,
 and drink in his image.

He restores my colouring.
He designs my life in a splendid Way
because I bear his signature.

Even though I do a tour 
through the gloomy gallery of ugliness,

I will fear no ruin,  
for you are with me;
your steady hand and brush,
they compose me.

You lay out a palette for me
 in the face of my critics.

You pour your artistry into my days;
 my colours are saturated.

Surely you will display your loveliness and grace
to brighten all the passages of life, 
and I will remain in your personal collection 
forever.

Joe Veltman is a recently retired 
pastor now living in Madison, 

Wisconsin. He is looking forward 
to spending more time on painting, 

photography and writing.
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i didn’t know the word, but 
i was raised on the antithesis. 
“come out from them and be 
separate” and “have nothing 
to do with the fruitless deeds 
of darkness” categorized my 
world indelibly into good and 
bad. For me and a legion of 

other crc kids in the 50s, good was going to 
church, bad was sabbath bike-riding. Good 
was speaking politely to all adults, bad was 
swearing. Good was “us,” bad was “them.” A 
safe world, sparkling with clarity. 

this is not a rant against my upbringing. 
hardly. it was a happy, innocent childhood, 
cupped within a loving circle of family, church 
and christian school. But it was a bitter com-
ing-of-age to discover that so much of life is 
grey. Foggy. that, in fact, it is not always clear 
how a christian ought to live in this age of de-
cay (to borrow a phrase from my friend Paul 
VanderKlay), not always clear how to be “as 
wise as serpents and harmless as doves.”

i gradually became aware of cracks in my 
cozy snow globe with the “frozen chosen” . . . 
the estrangement triggered by divorce or teen 
pregnancy, the judgmental meridian between 
“twicers” and “oncers,” how my dad could be 
an elder in one congregation, but not in another 
because he belonged to a labour union. once 
upon a time “stand up, stand up for Jesus” was 
clear-cut. identify the bad, draw a line to keep 
it out, brandish your antithesis.

Imaginative faith
My niece stephanie was born singing. 

Dreaming starry-eyed of becoming a record-
ing artist, she invested enormous time and 
energy into talent competitions, coffeehouse 
gigs, auditions, community theatre and, even-
tually, a couple of bands. i tagged along, a sup-
portive aunt. i didn’t always like the music, the 
suggestive lyrics, the narcissistic seduction of 
pop culture. But when her band won a coveted 
opportunity to open for the Black Eyed Peas at 
Bayfest, i was there. crushed by a jovial mob 
reeking of alcohol and weed, i stood in a tor-
rential downpour on a sunday night, cheering 
her on. i’d been to church that morning. 

so what kind of a “witness” was that? Well, 
not the defensive posture of my childhood. A 
different kind of witness – an imaginative faith 
in an enigmatic God whose patience and grace 
expand far beyond our simplistic polarizing. 

As Madeleine L’Engle once said, “You cannot 
cram the glory of God into something so thin 
as a fact.” A fact like the antithesis, perhaps, at 
least as it was interpreted in my youth.

think of how God works in the old 
testament. he calls Abraham out of ur to 
father a chosen people. he structures israel’s 
entire cultural history, their restrictive legal 
code, their religious practices, including cir-
cumcision, to identify them as singularly his 
own. he establishes a covenant with them. And 
the whole point of this exclusivity? to cast his 
net wider. to fabricate within human history a 
concrete model for the nations and invite them 
to exactly the same status as israel. Want to 
see the trailer? check out isaiah 60: nations 
will come to your light. herds of camel from 
Midian will come. Foreigners with gold and 
incense from Sheba will come. Kedar’s flocks 
will be accepted as offerings on God’s altar. 
it’s all so odd. so inverted. to choose a fa-
vourite nation to extend graciousness to other 
nations. to include the Gentiles after you’ve 
ordered your people to “come out from them 
and be separate.”

Conduits for grace
cowper’s hymn nailed it. our mercurial 

God moves in mysterious ways. he imports 
pagans like rahab and ruth. he loves Jacob 
the liar, David the adulterous murderer. And 
his incomprehensibility careens even more 
wildly in the new testament. stirring the 
heavens so Persian magicians will come and 
worship the infant King. Dispatching angelic 
battalions to insignificant shepherds. Sending 
a baffled Peter to the centurion Cornelius. 
scrapping circumcision!

i could go on. All this inconsistency, this 
flouting by God of his own divinely-instituted 
covenantal parameters, could seed some ser-
ious skepticism. But an imaginative faith reads 
in this unexpected slipperiness of “who’s in 
and who’s out” a joyous reminder to never 
doubt that God can work however he will, and 
when, and where. he is his own interpreter. 

so i won’t draw lines. With reckless aban-
don, because in the darkness i still walk in the 
light, i’ll keep on proffering loyalty and en-
couragement, even in hazy situations. i’ll keep 
on believing that even the most inconsequen-
tial acts are potential conduits for God’s arbi-
trary generosity. After steph’s performance, 
by the way, i left the concert. i wasn’t inter-
ested in the Black Eyed Peas. i was only there 
to stand up for love.

Author Willa cather said, “Where there 
is great love there are always miracles.” 
recently stephanie invited me to see her 
sing again. she was leading worship at south 
tampa Fellowship. i couldn’t sing along. i was 
all choked up. silly me, to be surprised at sud-
den tears.  

(With thanks to Stephanie Malara for per-
mission to write about her.)

i’m sitting in my 
sister’s living room in 
calgary, Alberta, talk-
ing with her husband 
–  a Zambian minister 
whose eyes light up 
when he talks about 

Africa. he talks about the gardens, 
about the skyscrapers in the cities 
and the huts in the country, with fen-
ces made from sticks and mud, sur-
rounded by 200 cows and 50 sheep 
and pigs.

he talks about the kids who wear 
no shoes – and they’re happy, he says, 
playing soccer in the streets and they 
don’t know that they need shoes until 
strangers come and tell them so.

they don’t know the western world 
pities them for not wearing underwear 
and for walking miles to school and 
miles for their water. “there’s pov-
erty, yes,” my brother-in-law says, 
“but more than that, there’s content-
ment. And i see those World Vision 
commercials,” and here, his eyes 
shift down, “and they’re so demean-
ing. they don’t show my people any 
dignity.” 

he looks up then, this man who 
lived in the u.s. for 10 years before 
moving to canada, whose mother 
owned a butcher shop in Zambia, who 
has 13 brothers and sisters. “i’ve seen 
more abject poverty in the states than 
i’ve ever seen in Africa,” he says.

Because in Africa, you’re never 
really alone. You live in community, 
and even the poorest can lean on each 
other, limb against limb, like broken 
down trees.

But in the west, even when we’re in 
church, we’re alone. Everyone is en-
couraged to be unique, independent, 
self-sufficient. From birth onwards, 
we’re always trying to get our chil-
dren to do things “by yourself, like a 
big girl or boy,” while in Africa, the 
village raises a child. Grandmothers, 
grandfathers, aunties, uncles, they 
surround you and hold you and your 
legacy lives out your front door, all 
paths leading to each other’s homes.

And when there’s loss in Zambia? 
When a woman is suspected of mis-
carrying? Even before the blood and 
the tissue and the cramps, women 

surround the suffering mother, begin 
wailing with her. crying, together; 
grieving the loss, together.

here in America, thousands of 
women lose children monthly behind 
closed doors, the curtains drawn, the 
anti-depressants on the counter and a 
reality show on the television while 
we weep into Kleenex and wish some-
one, anyone, would walk through that 
front door.

 
Africa countdown

in one week i am leaving for Africa 
with World help. in seven days i will 
be flying from Edmonton, Alberta, 
to Afghanistan, and from there to 
Kampala, uganda, where i’ll meet up 
with the rest of my team. And i’ll be 
bombarded by sights, sounds, smells 
and a developing world’s culture.

And i can’t stop praying, “Lord, 
give me your eyes for these people. 
Don’t let me impose my western val-
ues. Let me honour them with my 
words.”

Yes, we are going with the hope of 
raising money for a children’s home 
– but we’re also there to do art with 
orphans. to hold the hands of former 
child soldiers and refugees. to sit be-
neath acacia trees and watch the sun 
set in a world rich in friendship and 
poor in resources, lavish with love 
and desperate for a cure to AiDs, ex-
travagant in faith and lacking in clean 
water and food.

our responsibility as western 
bloggers on this trip to uganda and 
rwanda is not to pity but to ascribe 
dignity; not to demean but to de-
scribe; not to feel sorry or try to fix, 
but to listen. to hear the hearts of the 
people we meet, and let them tell their 
stories.

i refuse to feel sorry for Africa.
Because i need Africa. More than 

i know.  

Emily Wierenga – artist, author and 
everyday radical – will be travelling 

through Uganda and Rwanda from 
January 15-24, 2014, with a non-profit 
called World Help Bloggers. The group 

is raising funds for a new children’s 
home for orphans in Uganda: find out 

more at worldhelp.net. 
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Gathering Light
Emily Wierenga

The Black Eyed Peas 
and me 

Why I don’t like 
World Vision 
commercials

Children from the slums of Kampala, Uganda, receive shelter and care at World 
Help's three rescue homes. 

My niece Stephanie was born singing.
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Q. i never thought i 
would be in this position. 
My spouse and i have been 
married for 10 years, and 
these days it seems that 
every discussion turns into 
an argument. And, if i am 
honest, i ask myself, “Do 

i really want to spend another 10 years 
fighting every weekend?” The only time it 
does not become a problem is if i readily 
agree with him. i am so tired of the un-
happy atmosphere in our home that i am 
regularly wimping out now. But i think i 
am getting an ulcer. 

Before we were married, i noticed 
that my spouse-to-be could be very nega-
tive about many things, but i didn’t think 
it would become a major problem in our 
future relationship. Just a simple request, 
such as “could you pick up a dozen as-
sorted buns on your way home?” turns 
into a “no, i am just getting half a dozen 
brown and half a dozen white.” And while 
the specific selection of the buns is not so 
important, it is his first reactive response 
of “no” that is troubling. it’s become his 
everyday way of communicating with me. 
Sometimes I do not even want to finish my 
sentence when i am talking to him because 

i can see the “no” already in his face. But 
to make it more complicated and depress-
ing, he seems to be totally oblivious of this 
pattern!

A. You sound sad and frustrated in 
terms of your relationship with your 
spouse. And from what you are sharing, it 
seems you have been trying to manage the 
conflicts as best as you can.

The first step towards healthy behav-
iour for both of you is taking responsibil-
ity for your own reactions and responses. 
this could be freeing for you, since you 
are responsible only for your reactions. he 
is responsible for his. 

second, i would suggest you train your-
self to remain calm whenever he is caught 
up in his negative behaviour. it may well 
have nothing to do with you since it can be 
a defensive behaviour he learned in child-
hood. Marriage, however, challenges us 
to be in relationship with one another in 
an honest and open way and this may be 
difficult for him. And so, it could be that 
fear causes him to react defensively in an 
attempt to (psychologically) protect him-
self. And while the word “no” has an op-
positional quality, i tend to believe he may 
use it as a way of holding on to his sense 

of self.   
third, becoming aware of his defen-

siveness is an important step for you but 
even more so for your spouse. Lack of 
awareness can stunt his psycho-spiritual 
growth and hamper marital happiness for 
both of you.     

Fourth, having said all of the above, i 
hope you can feel some compassion for 
him as well as yourself. on the other hand, 
if your spouse continues to choose to re-
main oblivious to his struggles and you 
can no longer live with him under these 
conditions you may need to gather up all 
the courage you can muster and suggest 
both of you see a pastor or a therapist for 
counseling. But before you do so, i sug-
gest you read up on Oppositional Defiant 

Disorder in adults and evaluate whether 
any of the symptoms could apply to your 
spouse’s behaviour. While i am generally 
not in favor of labeling defensive behav-
iour as a disorder, the possibility of him 
leaning in that direction may be helpful for 
you to know or it could be ruled out. 

Fifth, to keep yourself going, you need 
the support and companionship of good 
female friends so that your confidence in 
yourself will not be undermined, and to 
provide you with some much needed down 
time. 

Arlene Van Hove (avanhove@shaw.ca) is 
a therapist and a member of the Fleetwood 

CRC.

Depression can either 
hit us full force or slowly 
creep into our being. it can 
be triggered by an emo-
tional or relational inci-
dent, a memory or a tragic 
event. Knowing that de-
pression runs in my family, 

it’s essential for me to figure out how to 
navigate this in a relationally-healthy way. 
i’d like to believe that being uncommuni-
cative and isolated is sometimes appropri-
ate, even necessary, but truthfully this has 
never helped me during my struggles with 
depression. it only sent me spiralling into 
greater negative thoughts and caused great 
concern for my loved ones.

it’s important to realize that my view of 
myself and others plays a part in my emo-
tional health. For years i would look at my 
family and view them as narrow-mind-
ed, relationally-broken people who just 
couldn’t get their lives together. i labeled 
them hypocrites for pointing a finger at 
my issues when their lives were far from 
perfect. 

i’ve learned, however, through the 
years that my point of view can be skewed 
and filtered through my own emotional 
and relational deficit. This means that I 
can judge, devalue and be hyper-critical 

of others rather than walking with them in 
sacrificial love. This only further isolates 
me, opening a door to feeling sorry for 
myself and feeling depressed. 

Know thyself
realizing that it wasn’t the perfection 

of others that i need but rather authenticity, 
it’s become a quest for me to learn to love 
and see value in another person – regard-
less of their faults, beliefs and life struc-
ture. could i actually walk with people 
who believe differently than me? To fig-
ure that out, i had to get to know myself; 
but that had to happen in relationship with 
others. i couldn’t do it on my own. i had 
to be authentic, keeping in mind that the 
things that bother me aren’t necessarily 
their issues. the things that bother me are 

more often issues that i need to honestly 
address in my own life.

it’s not always easy to self-evaluate. it 
can be much easier to view differences as 
a threat to your own belief structure. My 
belief structure is eternal. Yet i’m called 
to live out my faith authentically here. i’m 
not called to judge, rather to love and serve 
others. to see past my own life and look at 
another’s life as more valuable than mine. 

When i encountered Jesus, most of my 
family was thrilled. i had in many respects 
walked away from my family because of 
their evangelical viewpoint, but i was now 
facing them anew and i didn’t immediate-
ly understand them. i had to wrestle with 
the ways i had viewed them. surprisingly, 
i found that i had judged them more than 
they had judged me. I needed to reflect on 
how my own actions impacted others for 
good or for ill. i had to also face the truth 
that their lives had value and worth, just as 
mine did. 

You’re missed when you’re not 
there

For example, for years i had felt con-
spicuously alone. Being single in the midst 
of married family members and their kids 
reminded me of my aloneness. Yet i had 
to see the value of who i was to them and 

the value of who i was to me in that juxta-
position. i couldn’t have emotional well-
being without facing it and accepting it. 
Regardless of where we find ourselves in 
life and the battles we face with our human-
ness, i truly believe we are all in need of 
relational connectedness with others.

so as we enter the new Year, if you 
know that isolating yourself can lead to 
depression, don’t forget that you have 
value to others. When you are not around, 
you are missed. sometimes it means tak-
ing baby steps back into relating with 
others, setting aside our differences and 
remembering that we all have value and 
worth. When we’re too quick to point fin-
gers, let’s remind ourselves that none of us 
maintain perfect relationships. i know that 
I’m still learning to be self-sacrificing; I’m 
still figuring out what it means to be a son, 
brother, husband, father and friend. And in 
all honesty, it’s pretty freeing to take the 
pressure off.  
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Kenny Warkentin (kennyp66@
gmail.com) works full time as an urban 
missionary with Living Waters Canada 

and is an artist and musician. He lives in 
Winnipeg with his wife and daughter.
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Different beliefs are not a threat

When every discussion 
turns into an argument

Staying isolated never cures depression. 

There are days when I'm so tired of fighting, I just give in. 

http://www.maryabma.com/Zane_Lang
http://www.maryabma.com/Zane_Lang


Ashley Chapman
citizenship and immigration canada 

Minister chris Alexander knows where 
refugee sponsors and advocates stand on 
the government’s recent policy shifts. 
December 10 marked human rights Day, 
and many churches, individuals and or-
ganizations used the occasion to confront 
trends that are placing economic concerns 
above human protection. 

crc ministry leaders Mike hogeterp 
(centre for Public Dialogue), ida Mutoigo 
(World renew) and Ben Vandezande 
(canadian Ministries) wrote a letter to the 
minister that references the crc’s “ex-
tensive history” in refugee sponsorship. 
they call for fuller government consulta-
tion with the refugee support community 

and other civil society institutions to en-
sure that Canada fulfills its humanitarian 
responsibilities. 

Sponsoring family
the new year brought major changes 

for immigrants and refugees wanting to 
sponsor their older relatives to come to 
canada. A two-year moratorium on ap-
plications was imposed near the end of 
2011 because of an application backlog 
resulting in eight year wait times. As of 
January 2, the program has now reopened, 
but with much stricter parameters and a 
cap of 5,000 applications. the Canada 
Gazette announced the changes last May 
with an impact statement that largely dis-
cussed “economic outcomes” and “pro-
cessing efficiency.” The new criteria in-
crease the minimum income level by 30 
percent, heighten proof of income require-
ments and extend the period of financial 
undertaking by the sponsor to 20 years of 
living expenses, up from 10. 

“the new rules favour wealthy 
people and people with excellent pay-
ing jobs,” says rose Dekker, the refugee 
coordinator at World renew. “refugees 
do not usually fall into that category in 
their first years in Canada, so they will not 
be able to meet the new requirements for 

sponsoring parents and grandparents who 
have been left behind in their countries of 
origin, or – in some cases – the country in 
which they took asylum as refugees.”

in addition, it’s often low-income refu-
gees who would most benefit from added 
familial supports like free childcare. 

Dependency age reconsidered 
the parent and grandparent change was 

one of two economically driven sponsor-
ship changes proposed for this January. 
Also posted in the Gazette was a change 
to the Immigration and Refugee Protection 
Act age of dependency, from under age 22 
to under age 19, as well as an end to the 
exemption for full-time students above 
the age of dependency. this means that a 
family would have to decide whether safe-
ty in canada is worth leaving a nineteen-
year-old son or daughter behind in a poten-
tially life-threatening situation.

this change was front-of-mind for many 
at the canadian council for refugees’ 
Fall consultation last november. refugee 
settlement workers explained the gen-
dered dangers this would create in coun-
tries where women are oppressed. Because 
women may not be permitted to work out-
side the home, unmarried daughters could 
be forced to marry to avoid destitution.

one settlement worker recounted a situ-
ation under the current age of dependency 
where a 22-year-old was the only remain-
ing family member left in a brand new 
country (the neighbouring country where 
they fled to make their refugee claim). 
the family pleaded with citizenship and 
immigration for an exemption but to no 
avail. ironically, it was only when the 
daughter attempted suicide that her situa-
tion improved. Because of her “mental 
condition,” she was able to be considered 
a dependent and join her family in canada. 
 
Advocacy vital

unexpectedly, refugee claim-
ants with children aged 19 to 21 
were given an early christmas 
present – at least for now. on 
December 20, a notice was quietly 
posted to a government website 
stating that the proposed changes 

would not take effect in early January. this 
is welcome news, but those in the refugee 
settlement community are unsure whether 
the changes have been cancelled or merely 
postponed. 

the government’s about-face on the 
age of dependency is reminiscent of the 
2012 refugee health program cuts, which 
have been widely opposed in their cur-
rent form. But up until the day before the 
changes took effect, the cuts proposed 
were even more comprehensive, with no 
exemption for even refugees already ac-
cepted as permanent residents to keep their 
coverage. When questioned, then minister 
Jason Kenny said the change was to fix 
a wording error and that government-as-
sisted refugees were never actually at risk 
of losing their coverage. But documents 
and emails obtained through an Access to 
information request show otherwise: the 
last-minute change was partially due to the 
potential for public pushback. 

it’s a reminder that even in a time when 
canada’s immigration policy is focused 
more on economic concerns than human 
protection, there is a role 
for advocacy. the voices 
of refugees and their advo-
cates can still be heard.  

 
Ashley Chapman works at 

Citizens for Public Justice.
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New year, new rules for refugees

MERIT HOSTED TOURS
PERU   12 nights      April 12, 2014  $3995.00 

incl. 2 meals daily, 3-4 star hotels
TUSCANY  25 nights      March 2, 2014 $4745.00 

incl. 3 nights ROME
CHINA, deluxe  15 days        May 8, 2014     $3700.00

incl. river cruise
Includes airfare and taxes.  Based on double occupancy

Do you have an 
ipad or iphone?
Get our free mo-
bile app today at 

m.christiancourier.ca
or scan the QR code 
found on our Twitter 

page.

Christian Courier

Read, engage, repeat: Get news, clues
and Kingdom views twice a month in the

pages of Christian...

Call Us Find Us Opening
Hours

Coupons Booking
Request

Products

Visit Our Mobile Website
Just scan the QR code below on your phone or type in the URL

http://m.christiancourier.ca

Former immigration minister, Jason Kenny.

Another change in law creates a new opportunity for churches to protect refugees.

http://m.christiancourier.ca
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Your funds will be invested in Christian Reformed 
Church and Christian school building projects in 

Canada.

Rates to March 31, 2014
We pay 2.75% on CRC deposits.

Earn approx. 3.2% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

 Write:  CRC Extension Fund
  45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org

Call:  416-461-1207    Fax:  416-465-6367       

Vacation
Holiday accomodation in Holland with vehicle 

rentals and tours.   www.chestnutlane.nl

For rent

1 bedroom apt in sidebyside duplex, shared backyard 
and basement laundry, private 1 car driveway, gas 
heat/landlord pays, Air conditioning/other tenant pays, 
$650 plus hydro/water. Short walk to Fanshawe Col-
lege, easy bus to UWO in London.  
Call/text 519-630-1129 or e-mail heidasx4@yahoo.ca

Bright, spacious executive 3 bedroom and 3 bathroom 
home boasting over 2400 sq ft of living space with a 
finished family room in the basement. Suits a profes-
sional non-smoking couple or family without pets. 
This beautiful home is two minutes off the 403, Linc 
Expressway and steps to parks, walking trails, and 
fantastic schools.
• Entertain family and friends this summer on your 

private patio in lovely fenced and treed yard 
• Enjoy your modern eat-in kitchen with updated ap-

pliances, floor to ceiling windows and garden door 
walkout 

• Spacious master bedroom with 5 piece ensuite bath 
with corner Jacuzzi tub 

• Second bedroom with skylight and walk-in closet and 
loft 3rd floor bedroom (with skylight) share 3 piece 
bathroom 

• Living room and family room with gas fireplaces and 
pot lights 

• Abundant closet space and storage finished base-
ment utility room  • Washer and dryer 

• Two outside parking spaces with optional parking in 
the garage 

• Forced air gas heating and central air 
• Central Vacuum  • Utilities extra

Features:
• 2 minutes to 403 and Costco/Meadowlands
• Transit bus stop at the end of your driveway with 
routes to McMaster, Mohawk, and Redeemer
• Hamilton Golf and Country Club nearby

Rent - $2250 per month + Utilities. Available Now. 
Call/text 647-239-2953 

Email Rachel@DeGazonMusic.ca

Classifieds
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Anniversary

With joy and thankfulness to our Lord,  
we celebrate the 60th anniversary of

Conrad and ann GuiChelaar (nee Brus)

with our children, grandchildren,  
extended family, and friends.

Open house will be held on February 1st, 2014 
from 2:00–4:00 at Hope Christian Reformed Church, 

64 Buchanan Cres, Brantford.

Best wishes only, please!

Seeking nominees and applicants for

Canadian Ministries Director of the CRCNA
A leader to cultivate a shared and vibrant vision for engaging the 
mission of God in Canada by collaborating with congregations, 

classes and agencies and ministries of the CRCNA.

Grounded in scripture and a Reformed worldview, trusting in the 
Holy Spirit’s leading; able to nurture and communicate strategic 

vision in a dynamic and complex cultural environment; be an em-
powering leader who prefers to work collaboratively.

A servant leader engaging congregations, classes and agencies 
to cultivate vision, stimulate engagement in God’s mission and 

plan for effective ministry.

For more information visit www.crcna.org/CMDsearch

Direct all inquiries to Ms. Yvonne Schenk
Chair, Canadian Ministries Director Search Committee

cmdsearch@crcna.org

The Niagara Association for Christian Education (NACE) 
is seeking a 

Principal
 
The Niagara Association for Christian Education (NACE) is an inter-
denominational Christian school system operating two sites: John Knox 
Christian School in Stoney Creek and Covenant Christian School, which 
is located in Smithville, the heart of the Niagara Peninsula.  

NACE works with the Carver/Policy Governance Model, and has an 
administrative team which is made up of an Executive Director and two 
Principals. We are searching for a principal for our Smithville site. This is 
a particularly attractive position for someone who would be new to this 
role, or for an experienced principal who has a good sense of his or her 
areas of strength. The successful candidate will have the appropriate 
combination of vision, leadership, interpersonal skills, educational experi-
ence and academic qualifications.  

More information about the position can be found in the Opportunity 
Profile posted at www.nace.ca/principalsearch.  Applications for the pos-
ition are to include a letter of interest and curriculum vitae consistent with 
the information found in the Opportunity Profile.
Kindly direct nominations and applications in confidence to:

NACE Search Committee
Mrs. Wendy Colyn, 
Administrative Assistant to the Search Committee
6470 Regional Road #14, Smithville ON L0R 2A0
principalsearch@nace.ca

Other questions and inquiries may be directed to:
Mrs. Bonnie Desjardins
905-643-2460    bdesjardins@nace.ca

Job Opportunities 

We are a progressive, 
medium sized specialized 

furniture carrier, white glove 
delivery, and customs broker-

age company who specializes in providing excellence in quality 
service to our customers. We are looking for a full time:

White Glove/In Home Delivery Manager

Applicants should have a strong back-ground in White Glove 
Delivery, management experience combined with good communi-
cation skills and a mindset to provide the best in quality service to 
our customers.

If you are interested in working for a successful, customer ori-
ented, values based organization, please mail, FAX or E-Mail your 
resume in confidence to

Daryl Spyksma, Vice President
P.O. Box 39, 

Norwich ON N0J 1P0
Fax (519) 424–9331

E-Mail dspyksma@dejong.com

No phone calls please.
We appreciate your interest but only those candidates selected for an 

interview will be contacted.

ENTERPRISES INC.

Christian Guided Tour
Would you like to
... walk the streets of Jerusalem?
... feel the waves of the Sea of Galilee?
... float in the Dead Sea?
... experience Cana, Nazareth, Mt. Carmel, 
and the OT lands of Moab and Edom in 
present-day Jordan?" 

Did you miss the last tour?  
DON'T MISS OUT AGAIN!

Please join us as we tour Jordan and Israel, 
God willing, November 3–21, 2014.

Pastor Richard and Hendriette Eikelboom are 
looking forward to hosting this event which 

includes daily devotions and singing!

For more information, and to book your trip, 
contact our capable travel agent Grace Viss-

cher at:

Visscher's Travel & Cruise Ltd.
Tel: 604-530-6771  

Toll Free: 1-800-811-2388
gracevisscher@shaw.ca

Labourer
 
VanMar Constructors ON Inc. is a well-established, highly 
respected midsized General Contractor specializing in multi-resi-
dential, commercial, institutional and mixed use projects. VanMar 
is currently looking to hire a construction labourer  for its 9 story 
200 unit multi-residential project in Richmond Hill, Ont. Employ-
ment will be 40+ hours a week, no Sunday work will be permitted, 
and a competitive wage will be given to the successful candidate.  
Term of employment will be for approximately 24 months. 

The successful candidate will be hardworking, honest, self-starter, 
have some carpentry skills, able to drive a skid steer, and be 
willing to learn new skills on the construction project.  Previous 
construction experience will be an asset. Grade 12 diploma and/
or certificate/ticket in carpentry or other construction related trade 
is an asset. 

Submit resume to Tony Gerard via email: 
tonyg@vanmarconstructors.com    

“...serving Christian   
Reformed churches and 
Christian schools since  

1970"     

       43 YEARS OF SERVICE   

Note: Family Ads and Job ads published in CC are also on our 
website at christiancouier.ca. Click on the links on the bottom 
banner.
Email all ads to admin@christiancourier.ca.

mailto:heidasx4%40yahoo.ca?subject=
mailto:Rachel%40DeGazonMusic.ca?subject=
mailto:dspyksma%40dejong.com?subject=
mailto:tonyg%40vanmarconstructors.com%20%20%20%20?subject=
http://www.christiancourier.ca
mailto:admin%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
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Lest we forget that 
Life begins at Conception 

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

Business & Service 
Directory

Our directory ads are only $25. 
Contact admin@christiancourier.ca

We at Christian Courier appreciate
 all of our advertisers.

 
  

                     
 

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 church st.  st. catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 hours

ian h. russell - Director
 holly rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

GARY VAN EYK,  CMA 
Certified Management Accountant 

50 Lakeport Rd. Ste 201 
St. Catharines 
ON L2N 4P7 

Email: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
Bus: 905-646-7331  Fx: 905-646-0951

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
E-mail: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  1 Keefer Road

St. Catharines, Ontario  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
287 Station St.

Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0 
Serving Families 
for 4 Generations

Director:  Thomas C Merritt
Fax 905-957-1371 Ph: 905-957-7031
Website: merritt-fh.com

R. HAALBOOM, Q.C.
Barrister  Solicitor  Notary

Richard Rijk Haalboom, Q.C., B.A., J.D

7 Duke St. West    Ph: 519-579-2920
Suite 304               Fax: 519-576-0471
Kitchener, Ontario  N2H 6N7

E-mail: richard@haalboom.ca

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

Kathie & Brian Bezemer905.570.1119

295 McNab St. N. 
Hamilton, ON
L8L 1K5

For all your 
printing needs.

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     

     Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 

905.957.2599 Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

DUTCH TOKO
European Imports

118 Wyndham st. n. Guelph
519-822-4690

Mountain Plaza Mall, Hamilton
905-383-2981

905-648-4451
Providing personal, professional 

real estate service in the Hamilton 
area for over 35 years.

Email: 
 fredhagen@royallepage.ca

www.fredhagen.ca

Fred Hagen Broker 

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

Classifieds

DEADLINE Christian Courier is published on 
the second and forth Mondays of the month.
Deadline for each issue is 13 days prior to 
publication date.
RATES: All personal and family announce-
ments: $6.00 per square inch. 
Display advertising re. businesses and organi-
zations: $7.00 per square inch. 
SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
 e-mail – admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail: 2 Aiken St.          
St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8

De Nederlandse COURANT
North America's oldest and most published 

Dutch language paper and exclusive aftermarket
distributor of the Libelle and Margriet

magazines in its 55th year of publication.

SPECIAL NEW SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

De Nederlandse COURANT:     1 year   $15.00   (regular $33.00)
2 years $40.00  (regular $62.50)

Margriet or Libelle with De Nederlandse COURANT:
1 year  $125.00  (regular $160.00)
2 years $220.00  (regular $280.00)

Mail your info with your cheque to:
De Nederlandse COURANT

2110 Hunt Crescent, Burlington ON   L7M 2N9

"*Include this ad with your order.

Mail your name and address with your cheque to::

Do you have an event your would like to see 
posted on our website?

We will have an EVENTS PAGE set up shortly. 
Just email admin@christiancourier.cato see your event online. 

Share the link from our site to let others know about your event.

http://www.csservices.ca
http://www.voortman.com/
http://www.dykstrabros.com
mailto:admin%40christiancourier.ca?subject=Business%20Directory
http://www.dignitymemorial.ca/hulse-english-funeral-home-chapel/en-us/index.page
mailto:gary%40garyvaneyk.ca?subject=
http://www.weblocal.ca/ramakers-imports-inc-st-catharines-on.html
mailto:ramakersimports%40bellnet.ca?subject=
mailto:bert%40bakkerlaw.ca?subject=
mailto:richard%40haalboom.ca?subject=Re%3A%20Christian%20Courier%20ad
mailto:richard%40haalboom.ca?subject=Re%3A%20Christian%20Courier%20ad
mailto:richard%40haalboom.ca?subject=
http://www.meesterinsurance.com
http://www.meesterinsurance.com
http://www.jerrysautobody.ca/
http://www.downtownguelph.com/directory.php?b=81
https://plus.google.com/100975694782040589729/about?gl=ca&hl=en
mailto:fredhagen%40royallepage.ca?subject=
http://www.linkcharity.ca
mailto:admin%40christiancourier.ca?subject=Business%20Directory
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Katie Hoogendam
While opinions on climate change differ 

across worldviews, what remains a certainty for 
christians is the simple fact that we have been 
called stewards of God’s creation. our action, 
or inaction, affects us on a 
cellular level, as the result 
of our obliviousness to in-
dustry practices is daily ex-
posure to a slurry of toxins 
so inorganic that our great-
grandparents would hardly 
recognize them, much less 
be able to pronounce their 
names. Perhaps the greatest 
travesty is not that many 
christians have refused to 
take up the task of Earth 
keeping, but rather that 
we as the Body of christ 
have failed to recognize 
the impact of our lives on 
the lives of others and the 
earth itself. God has gifted 
us with a great capacity for 
change-making, and we, in 
our fear or busyness or pas-
sivity, have refused to make 
changes, micro or macro-
cosmically. We lose sight 
of the ideal in favour of the 
palatable. 

Lest i seem inordinately 
judgmental, let me assure 
you that the first stone has 
already been cast – i aimed 
it squarely at my own head. 
climate-change denier i 
am not, but neither am i the 
world’s best environment-
alist. And this is part of my 
point. When it comes to 
issues of significance, it is 
easy to feel overwhelmed. 
We want to take action, 
but the sheer magnitude of the problem can be 
immobilizing, and in that paralyzed state, we 
find it much easier to undercut our ability to 
change the situation than to actually pick up the 
pitchfork and start the dirty work before us. the 
good news is this: christ came for those dressed 
in locally-sourced hemp and sweatshop-made 
hoodies alike. it’s simple: the Garden is sick. 
We are the Gardeners. We may not be perfect, 
but we can do better, every day better and better. 
if you make one creation-focused resolution this 
year, may it be this one: refuse to be satisfied. 

the easiest way to make lasting change is to 
plan ahead. Prioritize environmental steward-
ship and your life can reflect your desire to tend 

God’s world. It doesn’t have to be difficult; in 
fact, small things done regularly can make for 
big changes.

Four easy green fixes you can do today

Meatless Mondays (or any 
day): Limiting meat consump-
tion lessens the overwhelm-
ing toll the meat industry 
places on the planet’s limited 
resources. 

Thrift store shopping: not 
only are you “recycling” 
something that would other-
wise go into a landfill, you 
avoid adding to the tremen-
dous chemical burden that 
the production and dyeing 
of fabric puts upon our land 
and waterways. You avoid 
the harmful Vocs (volatile 
organic compounds) that new 
fabrics emit. You also sidestep 
the inhumane labour practices 
employed in many sweat-
shops. Wow!

If it’s yellow, let it mellow: 
the average toilet uses a truly 
shameful amount of water in 
flushing. Urine isn’t pretty but 
it’s not worth the flush. Refuse 
to be obnoxiously wasteful 
just because of social mores. 

Switch to baking soda and 
vinegar: When it comes down 
to it, the most powerful clean-
ing agents are also the most 
natural. the 50 different prod-
ucts that advertisers convinced 
you are necessary are a sham, 
and using them pollutes our 

precious water supply. Your grandma knew 
what vinegar could do; now you do, too.
the best part about environmental steward-

ship? the community of collaborators you 
become a part of. send your green tips to edi-
tor@christiancourier.ca or post them on our 
Facebook page /ChrCourier. Let’s make this a 
year-round discussion! 

Katie Hoogendam is an imper-
fect environmentalist. She lives in 

Cobourg, Ont.

How to be an imperfect environmentalist 
It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted crea-
tures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant 
child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the 
offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased. 

– c.s. Lewis, The Weight of Glory and Other Addresses

Bus Trips
Cherry Blossom Festival, 

Washington D.C.
April 9–13, 2014.

Pick-ups in Caledonia, Hamilton & Grimsby.

Tour includes the following: • 4 Nights accommodations at Springhill Suites (free wifi, 
indoor pool, hot and cold breakfast) • 9 Meals - 5 Breakfasts (including on the bus the 
first day) • Lunch Cruise on the Potomac River • Lunch & Tour at Mt. Vernon Estate 
& Gardens • 2 Dinners  • 3 Days of guided tours including:  - Reserved seating at the 
Cherry Blossom Parade  - Tour of Washington with photo stop at The White House, 
the Smithsonian, Steven. F. Udvar Air & Space Museum,  • NEWSEUM, Evening 
illuminated tour of Washington monuments  • 2 hour Outlet shopping stop.
The price is $895 pp dbl occ, $855 pp trpl, $835 pp quad.  $1199 single.

Deadline to book, February 20.

 Lancaster, Pennsylvania
May 27 to 31, 2014 – join us for a 5 day/4 night bus trip to 

see the new production "MOSES" at the Sight & Sound, & 
the Lancaster Family Comedy Show! Includes 9 meals – 
including lunch in an Amish home, 2 shows, 3 sightseeing 
tours including Amish farmlands, Ephrata Cloister, Long-
wood Gardens, History of Hershey & Antique Car Museum, 
and more! 

August 19 to 23, 2014 – join us for a 5 day/4 night bus 
trip to see the new production "MOSES" at the Sight & Sound, Lancaster Fam-
ily Comedy Show, 9 meals including Banquet in a Cornfield, 3 area sightseeing 
tours, Amish Farmlands Tour, Ephrata Cloister, History of Hershey & Antique Car 
Museum, and more. 

Cost for the Lancaster trips: $749 pp dbl, $729 pp trpl, $699 pp quad. Single $1049. 
Note: All prices are in Cdn funds. No HST. Contact Sylvia.

For more information, or to be added to our mailing list, 
please contact Sylvia Isaac at 905-541-0770 

or Toll-Free 1-866-483-7447 
or email sylviaisaac@tpi.ca     

Be sure to visit our newly-launched website: 
christianfellowshiptours.ca  

    Like us on facebook.com/christianfellowshiptours
Sylvia Isaac

Majestic Mountains by Rail and Glorious Glaciers by Sea

Join us for an unforgettable & unique way to experience 
the best of nature in North America! 
Fully escorted by Sylvia Isaac of TPI

Departure from Toronto June 21st on VIA Rail's The Canadian in Sleeper Class ac-
commodations (all meals included). Arrive in Vancouver June 25 for 2-night stay with 
tours, followed by 7 night round-trip Alaska cruise on Holland America ms Zaandam.

Note:  Train tour and hotel stay can be taken without the cruise, and vice-versa 
(flights arrangements will be customized accordingly).

To learn more about this join us for a Multi-Media presentation by VIA and 
Holland America on Thursday, February 6 at 2 p.m. at Wellingstone Christian 
Home, 1415 Upper Wellington Street, in Hamilton. RSPV mandatory as 
space is limited. Contact Sylvia for more information and to register. 

mailto:editor@christiancourier.ca
mailto:editor@christiancourier.ca
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Dena Nicolai
I love Bashar. so reads the 

magnet on my fridge, referring 
to syrian President Bashar al-
Assad, written in scrolling Arabic 
with a Syrian flag in the shape 
of a heart. i crossed it out with 
a marker when i put it up, long 
before the international commun-
ity seemed aware of the Assad 
regime’s war crimes and long be-
fore most north Americans knew 
his name. 

i bought it in Damascus sev-
eral years ago, before the first 
bombs fell, before the first refu-
gees fled, when the Arab Spring 
was only a whisper and the 
thought of civil war unthinkable 
– though not entirely improbable 
– to most syrians. i bought it be-
cause i was trying to understand 
the politics and civil relationships 
in syria, and it – and the rest of 
the regime “swag” displayed and 

sold everywhere – illustrated to 
me some of the complexity.

i keep it now to remember. 
Every day there are a hun-

dred things calling for our atten-
tion, our compassion and our 
money:  typhoon recovery in the 
Philippines, war in south sudan, 
thousands of new refugees in the 
central African republic and 
plenty of poverty here at home 
in canada. i can’t tell canadians 
that syria and her refugees are 
any “more” important than any 
one of these crises. But i can ask 
that we not forget; that we con-
tinue to try and understand. 

understanding, however, is far 
from easy. When “truth is the first 
casualty of war,” nothing is black-
and-white – and simple narratives 
are insufficient. As Rupen Das, 
a canadian aid worker in Beirut 
told us, “there are no good guys 
in this conflict. There never were.” 

Through the media darkly
My thoughts continually return 

to two of the syrian christians i 
met, both of whom articulated 
some of this complexity. in a 
quiet office in Beirut I listened to 
Bassem (who politely gave only 
his first name and asked that we 
not take his picture, for security 
reasons), a syrian pastor with 

the Fellowship of Middle East 
Evangelical churches, which 
partners with Mcc and World 
renew. carrying large amounts 
of cash, he travels regularly into 
syria to aid humanitarian efforts. 
Passionately he discussed the tra-
gedy of western sanctions (includ-
ing canadian) imposed on syria. 
our government calls the sanctions 
a message against the violence 
wrought by the Assad regime. 
Bassem calls them a “burden on 
the syrian people.” 

But his anger was reserved for 
those who still see the opposition 
groups as the “good” side in the 
conflict. 

“I saw some of the first dem-
onstrations,” he told us. “they 
were not peaceful.” i remember 
him gesturing emphatically. “You 
know what they said at the pro-
tests?” he asked us. “they yelled, 
“Alawites [the minority group to 
which President Assad belongs] 
to the graveyard, christians to 
Beirut.” his voice rose: “the 
media says the syrian people 
want Bashar al-Assad to be top-
pled. how do you know?! Who 
told you so?!” 

Deep, violent rifts
At the other end of the table 

sat rev. Dr. riad Jarjour, the 
President of World renew part-
ner the Forum for Development, 
culture and Dialogue (FDcD). 
he began speaking slowly, after 
Bassem left. 

“People in syria today are 
afraid of each other, whether we 
want it or not,” he explained. 
Yet he has observed that despite 
the violence, many Muslims and 
christians are embracing each 
other in a difficult time. FDCD, 
working through charity groups 
– both christian and Muslim – is 
providing the same kind of aid 
to syrians within the country as 
aid organizations are outside of 

it. he said of the charity groups, 
“Whether they’re christian or 
Muslim, they’re people of God, 
so they want to help.” he blamed 
much of the islamic radicalism 
infecting the conflict on foreign 
fighters streaming in from sur-
rounding countries. 

in Dr. riad’s words i saw 
how much our humanitarian as-
sistance is needed. in Bassem’s 
words i saw that it is not enough. 
syria is a broken nation, the pre-
viously underlying tensions be-
tween its people now deep and 
violent rifts. My monetary dona-
tions and World renew’s food 
boxes will not fix that.  

The forgotten ones
Yet even as i ponder how syria 

might heal and how canadians 
might push towards political (and 
not military) solutions, i have to 
do what i can. For as the polit-
icians convene peace conferences 
and the factions inside syria war 
amongst themselves and with the 
regime, the number of forgotten 
ones grows: the lost generation of 
traumatized child refugees who 
have little access to education; 
the women who are sold to older 
men in marriage – often voluntar-
ily, sometimes against their will – 
for money to feed their families; 
the christians whose ancient 
monasteries and churches are 
under daily attack from islamic 
fundamentalists. 

some days after i returned 
from Lebanon and Jordan, i found 
myself in front of my fridge, star-
ing again at the I love Bashar 

magnet. it was the middle of 
December and I had just finished 
reading of the winter storms that 
were hitting the Middle East, of 
the syrian children now dying of 
the cold. the impending boister-
ous joy of christmas seemed dis-
tant, and i felt only the longing of 
Advent, the lamenting plea of “o 
come, o come Emmanuel.” 

Establish your reign, O 
Lord

Weeks later i read a blog post 
by a friend who was reflecting 
on the slaughter of the holy 
innocents – that day in the church 
calendar (Dec. 28) which marks 
the massacre of Jewish children 
by King herod, who sought to 
kill the infant christ. her post 
concluded in the only way i can 
here, with the supplication for 
that day from the Anglican Book 
of common Prayer: 
Almighty God, our heavenly 

Father,
whose children suffered at the 

hands of Herod,
receive, we pray, all innocent 

victims
into the arms of your mercy.
By your great might frustrate 

all evil designs
and establish your reign of 

justice, love, and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.   

Amen.

When war has no good guys: Caring about a conflict we don’t understand

A Syrian girl chats with a Free Syrian Army fighter in Aleppo. The Syrian Christian village of Maaloula in more peaceful times 
in 2010. 

DEnA nicoLAi

Rev. Dr. Jarjour after speaking to cc in Beirut.

Dena Nicolai spent a week in Jordan and Lebanon repre-
senting christian courier on a media tour sponsored by 

the Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB) and World Renew 
in an effort to raise awareness of the situation of Syrian 

refugees. This is part three of a three-part series; you can 
read her preceding articles at christiancourier.ca.

To help those in need, visit worldrenew.net/syriaconflict.

“I love Bashar” magnet: original 
regime swag.

Syrian refugee children, like these siblings in a camp in eastern 
Lebanon, are in danger of becoming a “lost generation.”
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http://worldrenew.net/syriaconflict

