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News. Clues. Kingdom views. 

Peter Schuurman
The Christian Reformed Church 

may be facing its most difficult sea-
son in its short history. The signs 
that something significant has al-
tered in the cultural and ecclesial 
landscape are glaringly obvious. 
Church members’ reproductive 
rates have dropped (twice as many 
children were baptized in 1963 as 
in 2013), while young adults exit 
church life in greater numbers. 
Overall, the CRCNA’s member-
ship has plummeted from a high 
of 316,000 in 1992 to 248,000 in 
2013 – the lowest membership lev-
els since 1963. That would suggest 
the average classis losing one-fifth 
of its potential office bearers, tithes 
and children. Ralph Koops

I am writing as a pastor. Even 
though I am retired, I am still in-
volved in pastoral ministry and 
preaching. As a Synodical Deputy, 
I have been present at several Ar-
ticle 17 situations, which refers 
to the severance between a pastor 
and the congregation he or she 

serves. Last year there were so 
many of these separations that 
two other Synodical Deputies and 
I sent comments in our report to 
Synod, which took note of the 
observations and printed them in 
the Acts of Synod. 

In such situations, the pain 
for pastors and their families is 

immense. I cannot even begin to 
imagine the hurt and disappoint-
ment. The hurt in congregations 

going through these severances 
is equally painful. It affects all 

Permission to talk 
Reconnecting fractured flocks

The escalating number of pastors 
pressed off the pulpit follows only 
a few years behind the shrinking 
membership numbers: the total in 
Article 17s (usually congregations 
separating from their ministers) in 
the aughts (‘00s) rose 580 percent 
higher than in the 90s (jumping 25 
to 146 cases), and the cases of Ar-
ticle 14s (typically a minister resign-
ing from ministry) almost tripled 
(from 11 to 30). The end of 2013 
brought in high numbers again, with 
18 Article 17s and five Article 14s 
across the denomination. If you av-
erage out the last four years of such 
statistics, the next decade promises 
even higher casualties than in the 
first decade of the new millennium 
(and that does not include the “hid-
den casualties” that avoid classical 
records). The rising wave of pasto-
ral exits has yet to break; and while 
some other denominations suffer 
similarly, the crest of this wave rates 
among the steepest.

There is no doubt some link be-
tween the implosion of the CRCNA 
and the increase in pastor/church 
separations. But as elaborated in 
a CC article last year, the leader-

ship crisis entails a multi-faceted 
phenomenon, involving the failing 
character and competence of pas-
tors, congregational dysfunction 
and bullies, denominational issues 
and broader cultural shifts affecting 
expectations about leadership.

“There is no quick fix,” says 
Norm Thomasma, director of 
Pastor-Church Relations. “When 

working with congregations we 
often find ourselves complexifying 
what many in the congregation 
would like to see as simple.”

Another binational leader de-
scribed the situation as that of a 
swamp: “You can’t walk through 
a swamp the same way you walked 
on the high hard ground. You need 
different equipment, a different style 

of walking, and you need different 
expectations about what is normal 
and what may lie ahead.” Rapid 
change and uncertainty character-
ize our journey in a consumerist, 
internet-linked, highly mobile post-
Christian world. In this murky con-
text, little is more important than 
keeping faith and poise. 

“The words you speak become the house you live in.” Photo by Mark Schacter, taken from his new book Houses of 
Worship (Fifth House Publishers 2014).

Pastor, know your flock
Missed it the first time?

The original, ground-
breaking piece by Schuurman 
called “Fractured Flocks” is 
available online at christian-
courier.ca under Frequently 
Requested Articles. Continued on page 3

Continued on page 2

There are no quick fixes for the 
difficulties that lie ahead.

In an age of loneliness, tune in to the need we all have to belong.
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Defensive reactions to loss
People react differently when experiencing loss, and 

some attitudes are more helpful than others. Some default 
to defensive, even sophisticated denial. With a prophetic 
posture, some declare that numbers are little indication of 
the movement of God’s Spirit, nor of faithfulness, or even 
of vitality. They valorize smallness and Biblical weakness 
(2 Cor. 2:10) and criticize growing, vibrant churches as 
culturally compromised.

Numbers, however, are one indication of spiritual health, 
and if a body has lost 20 percent of its cells, it may at least 
pause for a careful examination. In God’s grand narrative, 
there is always hope for rejuvenation – an opportunity 
which some denominations bypass to prematurely enter 
palliative care mode.

Another defensive reaction to loss is to get angry, lash 
out and pinpoint blame. Some fault congregational cliques 
or bullies who manipulate or thwart the church council. 
More likely, the visible leaders will “come to represent the 
loss” that community members feel, said leadership guru 
Ron heifetz in his book Leadership Without Easy Answers. 
Nostalgia for the glory days of a congregation’s and de-
nomination’s life history, coupled with the experience of 
deep pain, can make the current pastor an easy scapegoat. 

“There’s a saying: the clerical collar is the movie screen 
upon which people project their expectations and dreams,” 
said one pastor who had been forced to leave his post. “And 
their fears and unresolved personal hurts,” he added. 

An academic article by Marcus Tanner (Review of 
Religious Research 2012) on “forced terminations” in the 
clergy explains in detail the unique liabilities of the pastoral 
position: they have no standardized job description and 
poor performance evaluations from an employer whose 
face is multiple and always changing. Ministers are usually 
far from friends and extended family, their pay ranks among 
the lowest for professionals, and when they are forced out, 
the process can take from months to years and they lose not 
only their income, but their social support as well: the exit 
is both “stigmatizing and hurtful” and can leave a minister 
“disillusioned, frustrated and depressed.”

It often leaves congregations equally angry, wounded, 
drained, suspicious and sometimes bitter. Regardless, the 
unique liabilities of clergy life have been true about the 
profession for hundreds of years. John Newton, the 18th 
century writer of the beloved hymn “Amazing Grace” once 
characterized a pastor’s role as “the worst of all jobs and 
the best of all callings.” That has not changed. 

Strategic organizational responses
The more prudent mind, when alert to crisis, turns to 

re-vamp, restructure and renew the routines of the com-
munity. For example, when there is trouble downstream, 
the big picture people will investigate up the river for some 
preventative measures. While Calvin Seminary trains most 
new clergy for ministry, candidates enter the denomination 
through the local classis as well. More research needs to be 
done in terms of learning what kinds of pastors are most 
likely to experience forced termination: is it Calvin grads, 
second career clergy, transfers from other denominations, or 
those who take alternative routes – through other seminaries 
or through ordination by gifting without seminary training?

The key question, says Duane Kelderman, former chair-
person of the Candidacy Commit-
tee for 10 years at the seminary, 
becomes one of gatekeeping: what 
processes are in place to select out 
those students who lack attributes 
consistent with effective ministry 
and draw out those who are more 
likely to flourish? Congregations 
and denominational leaders need to 

sift out those with challenging character issues – and do it 
as early as possible, something that’s easy to do in theory 
but is very difficult to do with people we know and love.”

A more educated and consumer-oriented laity has high 
expectations for pastors. Such high expectations can be a 
positive sign, says Kelderman. “But they need to be com-
municated with a spirit of encouragement, not arbitrarily, 
or in unwise and ungenerous ways. Remember, you can’t 
make a pastor who is 5’10 become seven feet tall.”

While The Banner has not brought the escalating Ar-
ticle 17/14 statistics to the attention of its constituency, 
the denomination is slowly mobilizing a response to this 
complex issue. Synod 2012 instructed the Board of Trustees 
of the CRCNA to find ways for agents to “become involved 
more quickly in situations where tensions are developing 
in a congregation.” The Office of Pastor-Church Relations 
responded with a list of recommendations entitled “A 
Better Together Proposal: Renewing the Denominational 
Covenant,” which was presented at Synod 2013. The docu-
ment observes that the “disintegration of community” is the 
“most pervasive, multilayered, and insidious” trend facing 
the CRCNA today and it seeks to address this “turmoil and 
ferment” with “hopeful urgency.” 

A community needs to stick even 
closer together when navigating a 
swamp, lending each other a helping 
hand. The theme of the proposal is 
“connecting”– strategizing for more 
intense and intentional use of the relational structures al-
ready in place: church visitors, regional pastors, mentors, 
peer learning groups and independent consultants. They also 
suggest new regional gatherings of congregational leaders 
for retreat and renewal. Such initiatives require a new bina-
tional team located in their office – coaches ready to equip 
church leaders with resources focused on congregational 
and classical health.

Key to our health, says Cecil VanNiejenhuis, a Pastor-
Church Relations consultant, is “learning to manage polari-
ties rather than treating normal polarities as problems to be 
solved.” Tradition and innovation, organization and organ-
ism, young adults and Boomers, pastoral care and mission 
– “we need to think in terms of both/and and not either/or.” 

Pastor-Church Relations has become more central to 
denominational life, yet its resources and scope are limited. 
The proposal thus points to more global initiatives being 
addressed elsewhere. This no doubt includes The Task Force 
Reviewing Structure and Culture, and the Strategic Planning 
and Adaptive Change Team, which seek a fundamental 
reframing of the denomination through a new binational 
organizational plan. Large-scale renewal is promised, but 
one cannot rest local hopes in reshuffling at the binational 
level. From a different angle, bureaucratic shifts will not 
change members’ reproductive rates or draw young people 
back to an active faith life.

“We need to find a new guiding 
narrative,” suggests Norm Thom-
asma. he quotes Susan Nienaber 
from the Alban Institute: “The words 
you speak become the house you live 
in.” The secularization narrative, tied 
to fading European denominational 
forms, can be a self-fulfilling proph-
esy that paralyzes the church. Al-
ternative Biblical narratives include 
wilderness and exile, which resonate 
with a loss of cultural privilege and 

wandering experience. More contemporary narratives 
follow that of awakenings, revivals and renewals, not 
unlike the Evangelical Covenant Church, which of late 
has experienced a significant upturn in its denominational 
fortunes. Additionally, when CRC leaders share “shining 

moments” and best practices, they are shaping a hopeful, 
helpful narrative for the local church.

Courage to change the things we can
Finally, crisis can be opportunity that mobilizes the ener-

gies of the curious, creative and courageous. “The mood is 
somber and reflective in many churches,” said Martin Con-
tant, home Missions Regional Leader for Western Canada. 
“Some may panic and rush for the magic bullet, but many are 
taking the long view of adaptive change: given our strengths, 
how can we use them in concert with the new winds of the 
Spirit to risk something new? Experimentation takes a cer-
tain confidence: the water did not part to make way for the 
priests at the Jordan River until they stepped in.” 

“People need permission to talk about this,” said Jack 
Tacoma, who works with home Missions in congregational 
renewal in Eastern Canada. “We know church needs re-
inventing, but we’re not sure what it needs to morph into.” 
Key for Tacoma is the development of a common vision in 
the congregation, meaning a vision with multi-generational 
appeal, with anti-institutional Boomers, principled Genera-
tion Xers and all the rest.

An inclusive congregational vi-
sion releases the energy necessary 
for congregational transformation 
and ministry, and leaders primarily 
communicate vision through Sunday 
morning worship. “Suppertime devo-

tions are geared to include the whole family,” said Tacoma. 
“Why can’t our worship experience do the same?” In other 
words, Tacoma urges a revisiting of the basic questions: 
What is church? What is church for, and who is church for?

The question prompts church consultants like Alan 
Roxburgh (“What Kind of Leaders Do We Need?” in 
Green Shoots out of Dry Ground 2013) to suggest switch-
ing focus from congregational issues, including build-
ings and programs, towards community engagement and 
service instead. Church leaders need to shift their model 
from maintenance to mission. If such a noble call is not 
a distraction from real, pressing adaptive challenges in a 
congregation, it sounds a note of hope; but not without a 
renewed imagination and a lot of hard work and sacrifice.

VanNiejenhuis isn’t fully convinced by Roxburgh: “We 
need both maintenance and mission. Too many ministers 
want to lead organizations without pastoring people. You 
need both/and.” Adds Thomasma: “Like tradition and in-
novation, it’s a keel and sail working together.”

What’s the best thing this article can accomplish? “It 
would offer a catalyst for conversation,” said Tacoma. 
Kelderman said he hoped that readers might “realize that 
a congregation and pastor are a precious little ecosystem 
of people God deeply loves, and maybe we need to be a 
little more kind to each other, a little more thoughtful, a 
little more patient, a little more Christian with each other.”

A pastor who was discharged under one of the Articles in 
question suggested: “Expressing more love and appreciation 
for your pastor – on an on-going basis – will foster the good-
will necessary for the tough times. Often it comes too late.” 
And pastors need to remember that people will not easily 
follow someone who hopes to lead but does not seem to care.

To paraphrase the apostle Paul, perseverance with grace 
during difficulty can produce good character. And character 
produces hope, which is the raw material of trust in God’s 
providence and redemption. If a muddy swamp is a good 
metaphor for what may be the CRCNA’s most difficult time 
of testing, such faith and character – ex-
pressed in prayer, fasting and action – will 
be more valuable than any numbers. 

Peter Schuurman is working on his 
PhD in Religious Studies (U Waterloo) 

from his home in Guelph.

Permission to talk continued

Congregation and pastor are 
a precious little ecosystem 
of people God deeply loves.

We need a new 
guiding narrative, 
Thomasma says.
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relationships in the congregations involved, 
and I always shudder at what this does to 
the young people in such circumstances.

Our Presbyterian form of church govern-
ment has severe limitations and does not 
help us much in these situations. Whether it 
is church visitors, regional pastors, mentors, 
Pastor-Church Relations or Classes, none 
have much authority. The primary authority 
rests with the local consistory. When consis-
tories are weak or inexperienced, difficulties 
in the congregation are hard to address. Too 
often when dissatisfaction with the pastor 
begins to surface, consistories do not address 
the situation quickly enough. Gradually more 
and more people leave the congregation, 
sometimes even the Christian Reformed de-
nomination. Finally Classis gets involved, but 
the damage is done. When I was ordained, 
my father said to a few elders, “Now that he 
is ordained, you still have to make a minister 
out of him.” Elders, you are in charge and 
early involvement and mentoring may help 
in avoiding Article 17 situations.

The increase in pastor/church severance 
is sometimes attributed to cultural changes. 
There may be some truth to that, but I do not 
think it explains everything. Problems usu-
ally start with the leadership, not with people 
at the grassroots level. Thankfully, we have 
many fine pastors who do their work faith-
fully. In troublesome situations, however, 
the pastor bears a large responsibility, and 
often it comes down to a deficit of people 
skills. When you do not know how to relate 
to people, pastoral ministry is not a good fit. 
At times some have authoritarian attitudes, 
rather than a servant-like demeanor. Why be 
called pastor if you want to function like a 
CEO? Even terminology, such as Lead Pas-
tor and Senior Pastor, hardly fit a Reformed 
understanding of office. You do not find this 
language in the Church Order.

General Eisenhower would demonstrate 
the art of leadership with a simple piece of 
string. he’d put it on a table and say, “Pull, 
and it will follow wherever you wish. Push, 
and it will go nowhere at all.” It works the 
same way when it comes to leadership. 
People need and want to follow a person 
who is leading by example. People do not 
care how much we know until they know 
how much we care and love them. 

Be ‘preoccupied with people’
“I am disturbed by the distinction that is 

consistently made between ‘evangelistic’ 
and ‘maintenance’ ministry, with a clearly 
critical attitude against maintenance minis-
try,” Rev. Martin Geleynse says in The Ca-
nadian Story of the CRC (hofman). I take 

that criticism rightly to refer to outreach at 
the expense of the local congregation. It 
should be both/and, not either/or. 

“Consequently,” Geleynse continues, 
“young ministers have no clue how to be 
pastors of the flock. Pastoral visiting is rare 
or is given to a ‘pastoral care committee’ 
consisting of an elder and a number of mem-
bers of the congregation. These fellows do 
not know what they are missing. We drank 
gallons of coffee and tea, and I know that not 
every visit we made was spiritually meaning-
ful. But we knew our people personally, we 
knew where they lived, we had them into 
our homes, and we tried our best to build 
them up in the faith, to help them walk the 
walk and get them to repent and return to the 
Lord (when they wandered). We were not 
preoccupied with ‘mission statements’ and 
reorganizations. We were preoccupied with 
people and I firmly believe the church was 
the better and the stronger for it.”

This is an age where many people often 
feel lonely. I am pleading with pastors to 
tune in to this need for belonging. If, as 
a pastor, I visit someone during the 
week, that person will listen differently 
– more openly, more receptively – the 
following Sunday. If you have difficult 
people in your congregation, visit them 
more. Many faithful shepherds already 
do this. Others need to be reminded 
that the whole congregation needs pas-
toral care, not just the sick, shut-ins, 
seniors and youth.

Two essentials
“A recent social media post by a 

friend asked whether or not people 
would be offended by a visit from their 
pastor,” Michael W. Campbell, profes-
sor of historical-theological studies, 
shared in the July 2013 issue of Minis-
try, a Seventh-Day Adventist publica-
tion. “Within a short time, more than 
100 responses uniformly agreed that 
some of their most meaningful spiritual 
moments came from caring pastors 
during a pastoral visit. Most went on to 
deplore the fact that pastors today do 
not visit them at home anymore. Pas-
toral visits were incredibly influential 
in shaping my own Christian experi-
ence; and now, as a pastor, I see them 
as essential for staying in touch with the 
heartbeat of my congregation.” 

Pastoral care, of course, must be 
balanced with solid, biblical, exegeti-
cal preaching. Sermons should see the 
Bible as the covenantal salvation his-
tory of redemption with Christ at the 

Pastor, know your flock continued
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centre of every message (Luke 24:27). Preach-
ers, preach enthusiastically (it is a sin to bore 
people with the Word of God), prophetically, 
pastorally and in a comforting, encouraging and 
also challenging way. Topical preaching and 
especially moralistic preaching impoverishes 
a congregation. Preach the word faithfully and 
get to know your people, and everything else 
usually takes care of itself.  

Think of what Paul wrote to the Thessalonian 
church “. . . we were gentle among you, like a 
mother caring for her little children” (I Thes. 
2:7). And “for you know that we dealt with each 
of you as a father deals with his own children, 
encouraging, comforting 
and urging you to live 
lives worthy of God who 
calls you into his king-
dom and glory” (I Thes. 
2:11, 12). 

Pastor Ralph Koops is 
a mostly retired CRC 
pastor. He and his wife 
belong to Brantford 
Hope CRC. He preaches 
on a regular basis 
and does some pastoral 
work in Brantford and 
Mt. Hamilton CRCs. 

Outreach can't come at the expense of staying in touch with your own congregation. 
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Guest editorial

John Van Sloten
Sometimes I wonder if the struggles 

the CRC is now facing are meant to 
kindle our imaginations so that we’ll be 
able to see a new thing that God has for 
us. What if God has brought us here – 
into this humbling confusion – to open 
our eyes?

Our denominational numbers are dropping, young 
adults are disappearing, congregations are aging, church-
es and pastors are fighting and, according to some, we 
are 15 to 20 years away from the death spiral that many 
mainline denominations are now in. What’s happening? 
Did we miss a turn? have we been complacent in some 
way? Are we not seeing something that God wants us to 
do? 

Theologian Walter Brueggemann once wrote, “If there 
is any point at which most of us are manifestly co-opted, 
it is in this way. We do not believe that there will be new-
ness but only that there will be merely a moving of the 
pieces into new patterns” (The Prophetic Imagination). 
In order to perceive a new thing, Brueggemann contin-
ues, “We need to ask not whether it is realistic or practi-
cal or viable but whether it is imaginable.” 

What new thing could the Christian Reformed Church 
become if were we to free our imaginations? 

Providence in real-time
Over the past 15 years, our Calgary Christian Re-

formed Church plant has been on a journey into a new 
way of being God’s people, a way we could never have 
imagined that is based on some very old reformed ideas 
made new. Without us knowing it, God has been show-
ing us what a faith community made to experience God 
everywhere might look like. he’s woken us up to a 
real-time sense of his paternal providence. John Cal-
vin’s huge view of the holy Spirit – that it inspires all 
truth and holds everything in place – has become viable 
and practical to us. And our view of Jesus has taken 
on cosmic proportions; as the resurrected one in whom 
all things now hold together! Someone who we really 
can know, in his glory, through everything that fills his 
world.

More precisely, God has reminded us of the true scope 
of his revelation: that he does speak through both the 
Bible and creation (which includes nature, human nature, 
culture and everything else that fills the cosmos). And 
he’s showing us what a life of faith, based on all that he’s 
saying, can look like. Growing up, I thought the Bible 
contained all I needed to know about God. While that 
was true in relation to matters of salvation, it’s not quite 
true in terms of experiencing the fullness of who God is 
via all that he is saying and doing in the cosmos. I lived 
with a very limited understanding of the revelation of 
God; a view that would have left my theological for-
bears – St. Augustine, John Calvin, Abraham Kuyper and 
herman Bavinck (to name a few) – wondering where I 
got lost. 

Embodied parables
But what if things changed in the CRC? What if we 

took this especially reformed accent – the firm belief 
that God speaks through creation – so seriously that 
we actually preached it (through and alongside God’s 
revelation in the Bible) on Sunday morning? I’m talking 
about engaging creational revelation as more than just 
an illustration, analogy, metaphor or culturally relevant 
bridge. What if we read God’s words in creation with 
new authority and spent more time with them and hum-
bly submitted to them (like we do with the Bible)? What 
if we expected to hear the real-time voice of the Spirit, a 
word from God through a particular chapter or verse of 
creation? This is what Calvin said we’d be able to do – 
read the world through the lens of scripture. This is what 
Jesus did all the time. What if we followed him in this?

What if we took the idea of God speaking through 
creation to our places of work and expected to hear 
him there? What if we saw every single image-bearing 
human being as an icon or as an embodied parable that 
Jesus might be speaking through? What if we seriously 
engaged the holy Spirit’s authoritative words throughout 
history, culture, sport, science, commerce and art? 

Galileo saw math as the language of God. Theologian 
Wolfhart Pannenberg read history as God’s revelation. 
If ever there is a book that says that God speaks through 
history, it’s the Bible. And if God speaks math and 
history then surely he also speaks supernova, radiation 
physics, chemical catalysis, colour theory, botany, biol-
ogy, sport, film, music and dance. The God who made 
all things must speak farmer, investment banker, barista, 
manager, geologist, judge, stylist, electrician, landlord, 
accountant and carpenter! 

What if the CRC became the church that led in read-

ing, teaching and preaching God’s spoken word in both 
the Bible and creation? What if we’re the ones who bring 
a new balance to the reading of these books? 

Awakened
While walking the campus of Calvin College and 

Calvin Theological Seminary several years ago, I started 
dreaming about what would happen if all of the creation-
embracing wisdom of the college came together with all 
of the theological wisdom of the seminary. What if the 
seminary helped the college better exegete the revela-
tory power and potential of philosophy, engineering 
and poetry? Instead of only citing God as Maker, or the 
one to thank and worship via creation, what if students 
were taught how to listen for God’s authoritative word 
in the midst of and through creation? What if college 
professors tutored seminarians on God’s word in nurs-
ing, computer science and journalism and taught them 
how to read those “creation texts”? And then, what if 
those seminarians one day led churches and preached co-
illumining Bible/creation-based sermons and catechized 
whole lives based on the whole counsel of God? What if 
they taught people that their lives were living parables, 
empowered right now by a Spirit breathed by Jesus? 
Imagine churches everywhere engaging God’s word 
wherever it’s being spoken. how could that way of being 
not be relevant – in the fullest sense of the word – to the 
communities God has placed us in? how could that not 
lead to more worshipful lives? 

Last year one critic noted that this way of preaching 
God’s word tilts against 2,000 years of Christian tradi-
tion. he’s right, it does. And I can’t imagine a more 
beautiful or new way of knowing and experiencing God 
everywhere. 

A few months ago reformed theologian Richard 
Mouw defended this new idea to peer saying, “At worst 
it’s provocative; at best it’s true.” Imagine God waking 
the Christian Reformed Church up to who we are, to our 
own theological heritage, and then taking it in a whole 
new direction. Imagine his people of faith made new and 
using the profound gifts of wisdom and discernment that 
we’ve been given to see, hear and experience God in all 
things. 

Can we dare to imagine something this new? 

John Van Sloten is the senior pastor of New Hope Church 
in Calgary, and the author of The Day Metallica Came to 

Church.

What if God has something new for the CRC?
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Online messages
Newhopechurch.ca offers links to free audio and 

video sermons on everything from the NCAA Final 
Four to World of Warcraft to Green Eggs and Ham. 
Message titles include “The Face of God in Disability,” 
“The God of all Neurons,” and “Green Day – Boulevard 
of Broken Dreams.” 

We are pleased 
to announce that 
Sean Schat recent-
ly started work on 
CC’s staff as a 
layout designer. 
Schat grew up in 
Bowmanville and 
Chatham, Ontario, 
before settling in 
the Niagara Region, where he lives with his wife, 
Melanie, and their four children. After 17 years as a 
Christian high school teacher, he is currently in his 
second year as a full-time student at Brock university, 
working on a doctoral degree in Learning and Cogni-
tion. Schat’s research interest focuses on the nexus 
between a teacher’s caring disposition and behaviours 
and student perceptions of a teacher’s educational care. 

You may know Schat through some of the articles 
he’s written for CC, and we’re very glad he’s joined us 
in this new capacity. – Angela Reitsma Bick, Editor

CC welcomes newest 
staff member

 The film Unbroken is not Jolie’s directing debut as the 
article suggests (“Angelina Jolie directing movie about 
redeemed POW, athlete,” Dec. 23, 2013). She wrote, co-
produced and directed In the Land of Blood and Honey 
in 2011. her directorial debut is a story that revolves 
around Danijel, a soldier fighting for the Serbs, and Ajla, 
a Bosnian Muslim woman. It’s set against the backdrop of 
the Bosnian War. It explores the motives and allegiances 
of these two people from different sides of a brutal ethnic 
conflict. Most painfully, the film portrays how rape is 
used as a weapon of war without accountability, as it has 
been used through the ages. Jolie has lent her influence 
as Special Envoy of the uN high Commissioner to do 
what she can to stop this scourge.

“Today, it is still largely cost-free to rape a woman, 
child or man in conflict,” as the Special Representative 
of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, 
Zainab hawa Bangura, has said. Jolie and other high-
profile people deserve credit for encouraging the Security 
Council of the uN to send a strong signal to perpetrators 
of sexual violence in conflict that their crimes will not 
be tolerated. 

Arlene Van hove
Langley, B.C.

Thanks for covering this story (“King’s Professor 
reaches out to convicted terrorist,” Jan. 27, 2014), with 
many very important angles, which deserve exploration. 
Dr. Zinck’s work with restorative justice is a case study 
on persistent care and effort on behalf of the prisoner. her 
essay, “Love knows no bounds,” published by the Ronning 
Centre gives insight into the profound Christian inspiration 
behind this ministry. 

John hiemstra, Professor of Political Studies, 
The King’s university, Edmonton, Alta.

My parents recently gave my husband and me a gift 
subscription to the Christian Courier. We received our first 
issue in January, and I just want to let you know how much 
I appreciated [Angela Reitsma Bick’s] brilliant editorial, 
“The courage to lead” (Jan. 13, 2014). It was beautifully 
woven together and deeply impacting. I intend to save it 
for my daughter to read when she gets older.

Tricia Groenewold Van Dyk
Goreville, Ill.

My eye was caught by the “Ongoing violence” sidebar 
on the front page of the January 13 issue, which reported, 
“Last month, more than 20 people were brutally killed in 
eastern DR Congo.” While this news and the continuing 
bloodshed in that part of the world are indeed troubling, 
I could not help but think of far worse events transpiring 
rather closer to home. So I offer for comparison the fol-
lowing rewrite of that item’s first paragraph:

Ongoing violence: Last month more than 2,000 children 
were brutally killed in southern Ontario. It is quite clear 
who carried out the attacks. Pro-life representatives said 
that at least 10 publicly-funded abortion clinics operate 
in the area.

Ed Norman 
Nepean, Ont.

Not Jolie’s first movie

Local deaths worth mourning too

Re: Women in leadership editorial

Boundless love in action

One-sided
I was heartened to read of the story of Prof. Zinck’s cor-

respondence and relationship with Omar Khadr (Jan. 27, 
2013). The story highlighted for me the amazing depths of 
God’s grace and all humans’ need to experience that grace. 
She and the King’s university College community are to be 
commended for embodying the Gospel to one whom many 
might regard as beyond redemption. Sadly absent from the 
account was any information about whether the Christian 
community – at King’s or elsewhere – has reached out to 
the family of Sgt. First Class Christopher Speer, the soldier 
whom Khadr killed. They too are equally in need of God’s 
grace and victims of the senseless violence still taking place 
each day in Afghanistan.

Michael Borgert 
Barrie, Ont.

CC reader: we thank you

   Last fall, we announced a new fundraising 
campaign: if $10,000 could be raised by the end of 
2013, a generous donor would match those funds 
with another $10,000. We sent out appeals in the 
pages of this paper and in a letter to donors, and – 
praise be to God! – you came through for us. We 
would like to sincerely thank each of you for your 
financial support and encouraging comments as “we 
seek to stretch our faith into every corner of life and 
the cosmos,” as Peter Schuurman puts it. 

You’ve probably noticed that more pages have 
been in colour lately. We’re delighted with this vi-
brant improvement, just one of several we’ve been 
able to make with campaign funds. We are working 
on a new website and have made the position of 
Social Media Manager permanent. 

We’ve also mailed a complimentary copy of this 
issue of CC to every Christian Reformed minister 
across Canada, so if you attend a Christian Reformed 
church, I encourage you to start a conversation 
with your pastor about something you’ve read in 
these pages! If you attend church elsewhere, con-
sider sharing your copy and then meet for coffee 
to discuss. As always, your comments, questions 
and concerns to editor@christiancourier.ca are 
welcome anytime. 

mailto:subscriptions%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
http://www.christiancourier.ca
mailto:ads%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
mailto:subscriptions%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
mailto:editor@christiancourier.ca
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News 

Bert Witvoet
The Institute for Christian Studies is 

going through some rough times of late. 
“What else is new?” someone familiar with 
the history of this graduate school may say. 
There have been many tumultuous waves 
rocking this rather small ship on the aca-
demic ocean. But the latest news on the ICS 
causes someone close to the school to speak 
of “dangerous developments.”

What elicits this remark is the fact that 
another leadership change has taken place 
with the departure of co-presidents Tom 
Wolthuis and Dawn Wolthuis, the sixth 
change within the last 10 or so years since 
President harry Fernhout left, though none 
of the others involved controversy, and 
most of them were interim appointments. 
Besides that, the Institute’s financial situ-
ation threatens the continuation of its very 
existence. In addition, several board mem-
bers have left the Board, dissatisfied with 
how things were being handled.

The news on February 3 that the 
Wolthuises are leaving the ICS came as a 
shock to most of its supporters. The husband 
and wife team were appointed only a year 
ago, January 2013. Shortly after becoming 
ICS co-president, Tom became a regular 
columnist for Christian Courier, which was 
part of his mission to link the ICS with a 
wider Reformed community. The fact that 
the two were hired for half-time positions 
was seen as a positive step for the ICS since 
they have complementary knowledge and 
skills. Tom, who was professor at Dordt 
College in Sioux Center, Iowa, was asked 
to be the academic leader and Dawn, who 
worked as a partner in a software company, 
the administrative leader. Both came highly 
recommended and both took to their tasks 
with much enthusiasm. What happened? 

The chair of the board, henriette Thomp-
son, declined to give CC an explanation, 
citing confidentiality regarding personnel 
matters. But she did explain that “the Board 
retained experienced Christian facilitators 
to guide a restorative process in order to 
address a complex organisational situation. 
After listening directly to all faculty, staff 
and the presidents, the Board decided that 
the process did not reach the conclusion 
we all hoped for. This led to a parting of 
ways between ICS and the Presidents. All 
involved deeply regret this outcome.”

A time of trial
The Wolthuises were equally careful to 

state what they considered the reason to 
be. Both Tom and Dawn took the conflict, 
which according to a former board member 
simmered for months, and its outcome hard. 

The Wolthuises explained their feelings 
about their time at the Institute by referring 
to the story of the biblical Jonah in a letter 
entitled “Onto Dry Land.” “We have felt 
the storm,” they wrote, “and experienced 
the belly of the fish. During these trials, 
we prayed the prayer, and sang the song, of 

Jonah, concluding with “Salvation comes 
from the Lord.’”

In their “Onto Dry Land,” Tom and 
Dawn listed some of the achievements 
they can look back on. “We worked strate-
gically to develop the program of the ICS, 
including the start of a Master of Worldview 
Studies in urban Ministry taught in Central 
America. We worked to advance relation-
ships with the supporting communities of 
members, supporters, churches and educa-
tional partners. We worked very hard on 
the budget and finances to ensure we could 
recruit students this past fall. We have each 
spent considerable time this year in some 
of the most complex work of our careers 
that we believed was helping the Institute 
to advance its mission and lead ICS toward 
sustainability.”

Financial woes
The issue of sustainability was quite evi-

dently a matter of great concern to all those 
who worked at the ICS and supported it. 
According to an ICS Channel 229 message 
released by co-president Dawn Wolthuis in 
January 2014, “Some of you have seen a 
chart that shows an ‘end of life’ date for ICS 
if the financial trajectory does not change. 
Our expenses exceed our income. This is 
not sustainable.”

Financial statements for the year 2013 
back up the downward trend of ICS’s fi-
nancial trajectory. In 2009, ICS received a 
legacy gift of $4.2 million from Minnesota 
businessman Lowell Andreas for the pur-
pose of investing this money and using the 
dividends for the work of ICS. In the year 
2013, the ICS withdrew $770,000 from 
the Andreas investment, the year before, 
$605,000. At the rate this investment is 
being consumed to meet the annual budget, 
the pot will be empty in two or three years. 
Now it is true that ICS has always lived 
its institutional life on the edge of non-
viability, and somehow the Lord has pulled 
them through each crisis. But the current 

trend shouts out for drastic changes in set-
ting and meeting annual budgets. 

Did this urgent financial situation play 
a role in the conflict between the co-pres-
idents and the ICS board? According to 
Chair of the Board, henriette Thompson, 
“ICS has been chronically underfunded for 
its entire existence. Our current economic 
condition, at least for the near term, is more 
stable [italics mine] than it has been at sev-
eral crisis points throughout ICS’ history.” 
In the light of this positive comment, ICS 
sent out an Advent appeal 
on December 19, intimat-
ing that things were fine 
at the ICS.  

Then a month later 
Dawn Wolthuis stated 
that the ICS is on a down-
ward trend financially. It 
is noteworthy that the 
ICS Channel 229 message that referred 
to a downward trajectory and an “end of 
life” chart was quickly withdrawn from the 
ICS website by someone other than Dawn 
Wolthuis. Was this the drop that made the 
cup spill over? The separation took place 
days after the Channel 229 message was 
withdrawn.

much-needed institute
Supporters and well-wishers of the ICS, 

among whom are the Wolthuises, pray that 
the ICS may have a long and productive 
future beyond its upcoming anniversary. 
Since the Institute opened its doors in Oc-
tober 1967, it hopes to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary in 2017. The association that 
started the school had been formed already 
in 1956 by Dutch immigrants of the Re-
formed tradition. 

It was a unique venture, as Robert 
Vandervennen explains in the Preface to his 
book A University for the People: a History 
of the Institute for Christian Studies. “On 
a philosophical level, the ICS has brought 
into existence an enriched understanding of 
God’s hand in all the world, including aca-
demic research and teaching, a viewpoint 
unprecedented as the leading motif in any 
other Christian college or university.”

It was not always a smooth ride for the 
Institute as it challenged long-held assump-
tions, even by its supporting constituency, 
mostly Christian Reformed. As it reached 
out beyond the boundaries of this Reformed 
community, it sometimes lost touch with 
its support community. Yet it has enriched 
that community, especially the Christian 
school movement, in that it encouraged 
the development of a Christian worldview 
to undergird the development of Christian 
curricula. ICS contributed to many ex-
pressions of the CRC in Canada, such as 
ecumenical and interfaith relations, social 
justice movements on a variety of political 
spectrums and types of justice work, even 
missions. But its greatest accomplishment 
has to be the way it attracts students from 
many other faith communities, and the way 
its graduates have influenced academic 
circles throughout the world. 

As such, the ICS needs the support of 
people who believe that academic research 
and teaching needs to be based on the three 
forms of the Word of God: the Bible, Jesus 
as the Word incarnate, and God’s revelation 
of himself in Creation. As James Olthuis 
wrote in 1977: “Redemption is cosmic 
in scope and design, not limited to soul-
salvation.”

According to henriette Thompson, this 
spirit still lives at the Institute, as she writes 
in an email to this writer: “In spite of these 
ongoing financial difficulties, the ICS has 
survived and thrived for over 45 years 
thanks to a group of passionate Christian 
intellectuals and administrative profes-
sionals who work for significantly less than 
market value because they strongly believe 
in ICS’ mission to integrate Christian faith 
and academic learning.”

Will the ICS reach its 50th anniversary 
in 2017? We certainly hope so and pray for 
reconciled hearts and minds, as well for 
wise leaders to take us through this latest 
crisis to a better place. 

Bert Witvoet 
(bert.witvoet@sympatico.ca) 
is a contributing editor for 
Christian Courier and and 

he and his wife, Alice, 
have been longtime sup-

porters of the Institute for 
Christian Studies.

Whither the Institute for Christian Studies?

The news that the Wolthuises are leaving 
the ICS came as a shock to most of its 
supporters. 

The ICS has brought into existence 
an enriched understanding of God’s 
hand in all the world.

ICS graduates have influenced academic 
circles throughout the world.
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marian Van Til, with files from LifeNews.com/Daily Beast
AMSTERDAM – The Netherlands has been ex-

panding the categories of who is “killable” ever since 
Dutch psychiatrist Boudewijn Chabot first assisted the 
suicide of a woman 23 years ago. The woman’s two 
children had died. Chabot then “helped” her die in 
order to fulfill what can only be called her obsession 
to be buried between her children. When the case was 
brought to the Dutch Supreme Court, the court ruled 
that Chabot’s action was justifiable: suffering is suf-
fering, whether physical or emotional.

Now Dutch clinics are assisting the suicides of 
depressed patients whose own doctors won’t agree to 
“help.” The Daily Beast reports that “in early 2012 a 
group called the Life-Ending Clinic went into opera-
tion for people whose personal physicians refused to 
terminate their lives or assist their suicides. The clinic 
has since tested the boundaries of ‘unbearable suffer-
ing.’ Among those it has helped to die: people with 
chronic depression and those who have signed their own 
euthanasia declaration in the early stages of dementia.”

“We consider it self-evident that someone who is 
terminal can turn to euthanasia,” Life-Ending Clinic 
director Steven Pleiter told The Daily Beast. “Now we 
are entering a phase in which there will be more debate 
about patients who are not terminally ill, among them 
psychiatric patients and those with dementia.”

Even Chabot is wor-
ried. he told the Dutch TV 
program Nieuwsuur that 
the law “has gone off the 
rails.” Chabot now says that 
a long-term doctor-patient 
relationship is extremely 
important when it comes to 
evaluating psychiatric prob-
lems – that despite, in his 
own famous case in 1991, 
knowing only briefly the 
woman whose suicide he 
“assisted.” he met her at a 
Voluntary Euthanasia Society meeting and “helped” 
her die after meeting with her just four times over five 
weeks, with no treatment attempted.

Chabot elaborated. “There are a 100,000 chronic 
psychiatric patients” in the Netherlands, among whom 
“a large segment struggles with and against a death 
wish.” If the Life-Ending Clinic wants to take on such 
a responsibility, then it better “get ready.” 

In one highly publicized example last year, the clinic 
killed a 63-year-old man whose psychiatric problem 
appeared to be that, after an active career working for 
government, he could not face his upcoming retirement. 
In an interview with the Dutch newspaper NRC Han-
delsblad the clinic’s psychiatrist, Gerty Casteelen said 
the man “managed to convince me that it was impos-
sible for him to go on. he was all alone in the world. 
he’d never had a partner. he did have family but he was 
not in touch with them. It was almost like he’d never 
developed as a person. he felt like he didn’t have the 
right to live. his self-hatred was all consuming.” 

News 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (CRCNA) – As millions of 
ukrainians have filled the streets in recent weeks and vio-
lence has escalated between protesters and the government, 
churches in ukraine have been spurred to consider their place 
in the broader society, says a ukrainian pastor.

In doing this, churches from many denominations have 
realized the significance the Christian faith should play in 
such times of political turmoil. Among other things, they 
have banded together to offer prayer meetings.

“We have had to open our eyes and become engaged. 
During Soviet times, we had been separate and without any 
connection to the world,” said Rev. Mykola Romaniuk, pastor 
of Irpin Bible Church, near the capital Kiev, and centre of the 
protests. “We realize now that we all have to be Christians who 
are praying around the clock and proclaiming the gospel. . . . 
This has been a good time for evangelization.”

Romaniuk made his observations about his homeland while 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, attending the recent worship 
symposium at Calvin College. (The symposium, the 27th of its 
kind, was sponsored by the Calvin Institute of Christian Wor-
ship.) Romaniuk was at the symposium with a colleague, Rev. 
Robert Shpontak, pastor of Mukachevo Christian Reformed 
Church in southwestern ukraine.

Rev. George De Vuyst, a CRC missionary who works in 
Kiev, attended the symposium with them and asked the two 
ukrainian pastors to take a few minutes to offer a first-hand ac-
count of how they are experiencing the disruptions in ukraine.

“It is important for people in North America to pay closer 
attention to what is going on in ukraine,” said De Vuyst. “There 
are many media outlets . . . where you can follow this and where 
you can have the issues explained to you.”

ukraine is strategically located at the centre of Europe. 
People in western ukraine favour stronger ties to the Eu-
ropean union (Eu), while many in the east seeking closer 
alignment with Russia. Protests broke out last November in 
this country of 45 million people when President Viktor Yanu-
kovych turned away from economic offers designed to forge 
closer links between ukraine and the Eu. Instead, Yanukovych 
signed a $15-billion package with Moscow.

Protesters flowed into the streets after that. Initially, the 
protests were peaceful. But that changed. Meanwhile, there 
have been various political moves on the part of Russia and 
the Eu. “We are in a bit of a troubled situation as we look to 
the future of ukraine,” said Shpontak. 

The two ukrainian pastors say the situation is complex and 
has created heated opinions. “You will talk to three people and 
they will tell you three different stories,” said Shpontak.

Many people living in his region of southwestern ukraine are 
historically connected to Europe and would like to see stronger 
ties to the Eu, said Shpontak. They would also like to see an 
end to the corruption that has been proliferating in ukrainian 
society since the country broke from the Soviet union in the 
early 1990s. “People are saying that the corruption is enough. 
It is more than we can be patient about,” he said.

At this point, Romaniuk said, there is no consensus among 
the churches about whether alignment with Europe or with 
Russia would be the best for the country. But there is a general 
agreement that the churches must take a more active role in 
speaking out on behalf of justice.

Even as the government has enacted laws curtailing church 
activities, churches have remained committed to prayer. “We 
are praying for God’s intervention in this situation. It is also 
important for our brothers and sisters outside of ukraine to pray 
for our future and for the kingdom of God to come,” he said. 

Catholic leaders react to UN indictment

Netherlands:

Who defines 
‘unbearable’ suffering? 

Ukrainian pastors offer view into their country’s turmoil

Three pastors from Kiev give first-hand accounts of church life 
in a political uprising: Rev.s De Vuyst, Romaniuk and Shpontak.

ChRIS MEEhAN

WAShINGTON D.C. (CCO, CNA/EWTN News) – In a 
report released on Feb. 5, the uN Committee on the Rights 
of the Child issued a severe indictment of the Vatican’s 
handling of sexual abuse by Catholic priests, claiming that 
the Vatican has “systematically” encouraged protection of 
guilty priests, and demanding that the church immediately 
dismiss all suspected abusers for prosecution.

The holy See, the report asserted, “has not acknowledged 
the extent of the crimes committed, has not taken the neces-
sary measures to address cases of child sexual abuse and 
to protect children, and has adopted policies and practices 
which have led to the continuation of the abuse by and the 
impunity of the perpetrators.”

While Vatican officials had anticipated a critical report, 
they seemed taken aback by the vehemence of the commit-
tee’s denunciation, especially because the uN committee 
went beyond the topic of sexual abuse to denounce Catholic 
teachings on subjects including abortion, homosexuality and 
“gender stereotyping.”

In an immediate response to the uN criticism, the Vatican 
said that proposals for reform in the handling of sex-abuse cases 
would be “submitted to a thorough study and examination.” 
however, the Vatican decried the uN committee’s “attempt to 
interfere with Catholic Church teaching on the dignity of the 
human person and in the exercise of religious freedom.”

Archbishop Silvano Tomasi, who had appeared before 
the uN committee to detail the Vatican’s response to sexual 
abuse, said that the report seemed to follow an “ideological 
line,” without taking into account the facts that the holy See 

had presented to it. “It seems that [the report] had already 
been prepared before the meeting of the committee with the 
delegation of the holy See,” he noted.

Tomasi is the Vatican’s observer at uN headquarters in 
Geneva. The criticism of the Catholic opposition to abortion, 
he observed, “is a contradiction of the principle of life that 
the convention should support, recommending that children 
be protected before and after birth.”

The archbishop also said that the uN committee had not 
recognized the limited authority of the Vatican over the world’s 
priests. The holy See has repeatedly told uN officials that in-
dividual bishops are responsible for discipline of their priests, 
and individual countries are responsible for violations of their 
own laws. The uN report passed over that distinction, holding 
the Vatican responsible for the misdeeds of priests worldwide.

The uN report also gave short shrift to reforms imple-
mented by the Vatican, as well as by national bishops’ con-
ferences, to remove abusive priests. The report complained 
that the Vatican is still maintaining a policy of secrecy, since 
the holy See will not make public the records of canonical 
inquiries into abuse cases. 

Vatican representatives 
Monsignor Silvano 
Tomasi (l) and former 
Vatican chief prosecutor 
of clerical sexual abuse 
Charles Scicluna re-
spond to UN criticism.

Chabot assisted the first 
suicide 23 years ago, but 
now says the law "has 
gone off the rails." 
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Trees don’t grow 
on money

Last month I wrote about John Muir, the eminent environmentalist. 
John Muir’s father, Daniel, talked a lot, legislated a lot and worked 
his wife and children like slaves. For all his religious zealotry, Daniel 
Muir apparently had little understanding of Christ as a servant leader 
in family life. Nor did he seem to understand a Christ “in whom all 
things have their being.” According to Linnie Wolfe, at one meeting, 
a local “free thinking” doctor named Meacher stood up after the long 

prayer and “denounced [Daniel] Muir before the whole congregation as a man who 
spent his time praising God while he was sending his boys and hired men to cut down 
trees on government land adjacent to his farm.” 

Dr. Meacher apparently was not thinking of robbery when he made his denunciation, 
but expressing his love of trees. Perhaps he thought something like this: “We have home-
steaded this land and cleared it and grown crops to support ourselves. But is there no end 
to clearing land? Must we also consider land in the government’s domain [think “crown 
land” in Canada] as somehow a resource that is wasted if it is not put to economic use?”

As things turned out, Daniel Muir and his generation pretty well “wheated-out” 
their relatively poor soils. Perhaps it would be better if whole farms were put back into 
forest as the “highest use” or “best use” for the land? Aldo Leopold did that with his 
farm in the sand counties of Wisconsin. And in a small way, for now, my wife and I 
are doing this on a rather poor piece of our own farmland. At this point we have only a 
small row of native spruce seedlings planted in a hayfield (plus a couple of crabapples 
for variety and colour). We hope that these will help create a wildlife corridor to link 
other important wildlife areas through the fields. 

We think it would be better to concentrate our soil-improvement efforts on our better 
land, which will probably more than compensate for the acre or two we take out of hay 
production. 

Deforestation debate
In the world of large scale forestry in our area of British Columbia, various agencies 

have in the recent past set aside certain areas from logging as “core areas” to serve as 
reservoirs of biological diversity, protect watersheds and provide wildlife corridors. This 
was accomplished by the cooperation of environmental activists, community groups, 
scientists, industry foresters and so on. 

What no one foresaw was the massive destruction of lodgepole pine stands by the 
mountain pine beetle. Soon the core areas were attacked and mature timber died. Lum-
ber mills, expanding and consolidating their holdings throughout the province, needed 
wood to maintain or increase production. “Red” wood [dead pines] in reserves seemed 
like a waste. And it may have be a fire hazard, although that is a matter of dispute. So 
plans were made to log these “core” areas. 

At first, the general public was given only 10 days to comment before a decision on 
logging was made. Despite protests, logging in one area commenced and was finished 
before the Dr. Meachams of our area could even get to the “prayer meeting,” so to 
speak. It appears that before long, more logging in cores areas is going to take place 
with the public notice being lengthened to 60 days. Some improvement for reaction, 
but not a change in policy. 

Despite many adherents of Christianity working here in logging, forest consulting, 
lumber mills and forest management, in our area their voices are relatively quiet about 
this topic. As in Muir’s day, it seems that most of the opposition to considering a forest 
as primarily an economic asset comes from the free-thinkers, pantheists and highly-
skilled ecological scientists of no particular creed. Where are the Meachams of our day? 
Who should decide what’s “best” for the land? 
 Curt Gesch is reading about the complexities of forest management and has established contact 
with forest ecologists to try to learn from them how to work in a complex world of truckers, con-

tractors, lumber mills, pine trees, creeks and a host of unknown aspects of biological diversity. 

“I’ve had all I can stands. I can’t stands no more.” 
Do these ungrammatical sentences sound familiar? If you are old enough, 

you might recognize them from the old Popeye cartoons. The standard plot 
was that the seemingly small Popeye or the even smaller Olive Oil would 
get beat up or abused by the big brute Blutto. At the turning point Popeye 
would cry these words, eat his spinach and turn the tables on Blutto.

Maybe you also know them in a different context. Rev. Bill hybels, 
founding pastor of the Willow Creek Community Church just outside of Chicago, uses 
this Popeye background to speak of a holy discontent. hybels sees this as the fire behind 
a Christian vision and passion.

Where have you had all you can stands?

Apathy
The first speech I remember giving was as a sophomore in high school speaking in the 

Optimist Oratory Contest. It was melodramatically entitled, “Apathy: A Killer.” Over 40 years 
later I can still recall parts of that speech

Recently I heard a speaker at an Evangel-
ical Fellowship of Canada meeting address-
ing the issue of prostitution and human sex 
trafficking. She used an illustration about a 
group of people who saw babies drowning 
in a river. They immediately waded into the 
river to rescue them, but they were being 
overwhelmed by more babies. Two people 
started to run up the river. The others called 
out to them, saying, “Where are you go-
ing? Don’t leave us! We need everyone’s 
help.” And the two replied, “We are going 
upstream to stop whoever is throwing babies into the river.”

Rescue is important, but prevention is necessary. The Christian community needs to go be-
yond charity to justice. One of my holy discontents is when people, especially Christians, are 
accepting of injustice, apathetic to the issues, and do not prophetically cry out.

Pathos
Ian Barnes, a retired professor from Australia, spoke at the Institute for Christian Studies 

on theology and sustainability. One issue he identified was that people, including Chris-
tians, had lost a sense of feeling for the natural world. This reminded me of another old 
memory: a u.S. anti-littering advertisement, which pictured a tear rolling down the cheek 
of a stereotypical Native American chief as he looked at our littered landscape.

Abraham heschel wrote a masterful introduction to the Old Testament prophets in the 
1960s. At the heart of his presentation of the prophets is how the prophets understood and 
lived the pathos of God. The God of the prophets was not the dispassionate God of Greek 
philosophy and Deism, nor the omnipotent God demanding obedience, nor the impersonal 
life force of Eastern religions. he was more than the legal God of justice and judgment. 
Yhwh is the God of intimate love and present involvement with his world and its creatures. 
Yhwh deeply cares and is affected by what happens in his world. 

God is emotionally engaged with us. This is why God gets angry – because he cares. God 
cannot be indifferent to evil. God’s anger is for a loving purpose. he judges, but he does not 
destroy his people. God has a holy discontent and acts righteously and justly for the oppressed. 

If this is who God is, this is how we should bear his image. We cannot be indifferent to 
evil. Evil pains God and should pain his people. The problem is that our anger is often not 
righteous; our discontent is not holy. Our anger and discontent is often selfish, more defensive 
and offensive than restorative, more about us than for the other. Yet through the Word and 
Spirit we can be restored. Not only do our minds need to be transformed, but our emotions 
do as well. The image of God is seen more in how we feel, which leads to action, than in 
how we think.

Passion and compassion
heschel had trouble with the word “passion,” because it is too often seen as irrational 

and beyond the will. Yet passion can drive us in healthy ways, with energy, joy, excitement. 
“Passion” originally means “to suffer.” Passion is in the wonderful word “compassion,” 
“to suffer with.” The recurring confession of Israel is “The Lord (Yhwh) is compassionate 
and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love” (Ps. 103:8). Compassion is the way Jesus 
felt towards the crowds in need. “Compassion” in the Greek means to feel it in one’s gut.

Our guts should ache, and that should lead us to action. What is your holy discontent? 
What is your passion? 

May God hear our cries. May we hear God’s cry. May we hear the cries of each other. 
Rev. Tom Wolthuis is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church. 

He lives in Toronto, where he was the President of the Institute for Christian Studies.

Holy discontent 

A Justice League-like passion would help the 
Christian community. 
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Peter Schuurman
Anti-clericalism has a 

long history in the Christian 
faith, in part watered by 
the well of the Protestant 
Reformation. Suspicion 
of authority figures has 
escalated since the Sixties, 
and disdain for institu-
tions has become its own 
cultural institution. When 
does such distrust, nurtured 
in a congregation, become 
pathological?

If you are searching for 
a film that brings out the 
nuances of congregational 
disputes, examining per-

spectives of pew, pulpit and denominational prelates, this 
is not for you. This film zeroes in on one isolated issue, 
“the best kept secret in the Church”: Clergy Killers. 

The film circulates around about 15 talking heads, most 
of them mainline pastors with “Rev. Dr.” titles (sprinkled 
with one psychotherapist, one lawyer and a union presi-
dent), as they describe these harmful, hostile, hateful 
congregational members. Clergy Killers are defined as 
“someone so intent on destroying or running off a mem-
ber of the clergy that they will stop at virtually nothing, 
including destroying the ministries of the church and even 
the church itself.” They can appear as decent congrega-
tional members on the outside, but on the inside, they are 
possessed by evil, demonic power, and will lure others 
into their campaign to bully the pastor out.

The situation is critical. “We have a pandemic of abuse 

of clergy” and what is worse, “no one is helping them, 
and they feel abandoned.” The shocking rhetoric, coupled 
with ominous background music, gives the film a sensa-
tionalistic tone. We are told that 50 percent of congrega-
tions worldwide are “under attack” today; 90 percent of 
clergy in all u.S. denominations will not stay in ministry 
until retirement; and 83 percent of clergy spouses want the 
spouse to leave pastoral ministry.

The stories told are equally appalling, as the clergy 
“killing” is both metaphorical and literal. One Ontario 
united Church pastor was arbitrarily forced out of his 
post and died a few days later of a heart attack. The story 
concludes: “the church broke his heart.” 

Pastors threatened by Clergy Killers are 
advised not to put their hope in the denomina-
tion or bishops, but rather in legal representation 
and union support. Former CAW President Buzz 
hargrove makes a few appearances, sympathiz-
ing with the plight of employees in an unsafe 
workplace. A lawyer claims that attorneys, as an 
independent third party, can arbitrate disputes 
and ensure “unwarranted complainants are held 
financially and morally responsible.” Other 
advice includes disciplining, excommunicating, or publicly 
chastising Clergy Killers, and one clergy resource, Clergy 
harborage house, receives mention at the end.

Betrayed has three sequels pending, one highlight-
ing a particular Clergy Killer case, another exploring 
clergy unionization, and a final one revealing the “global 
pandemic” of clergy killing. Rev. Dr. G. Lloyd Rediger, 
author of Clergy Killers: Guidance for Pastors and Con-
gregations Under Attack (John Knox Press 1997) features 
authoritatively in the films. “Killing prophets,” he writes, 
“is an ancient mistake.” he describes Clergy Killers as 

destructive, determined, deceitful, and demonic people, 
who often have diagnosable personality disorders.

While I do not doubt that people with unchristian and 
even pathological attitudes towards authority figures 
wreak havoc in the church, I am wary of such an uncom-
plicated view of the widespread reality of congregational 
conflict in the church today. These films may polarize 
disputes in the church, dehumanize and demonize con-
gregation members, and absolve some clergy from facing 
their own glaring character issues. The shocking label of 
“Clergy Killer” has rhetorical power, and pastors will no 
doubt be tempted to overuse it.

A much wiser resource would be Ontario 
pastor and Tyndale Seminary professor Arthur 
Paul Boers’ Never Call Them Jerks: Healthy 
Responses to Difficult Behaviour (Alban 
Institute 1999). he warns that “naming, blam-
ing and shaming” with such labels as “clergy 
killer” not only employs an imprecise concept, 
but suggests uncivil and judgmental behaviour, 
most likely arising from anxiety and stress, 
which can potentially destroy persons and a 
healthy resolution process and even result in 

a self-fulfilling prophesy. A more pastoral approach, says 
Boers, focuses not on “difficult people” but “difficult re-
lationships” and “difficult behaviours.” he takes a family-
systems approach to conflict, which implies that congrega-
tional dynamics should be the focus, not 
individuals. The one individual we can 
easily scrutinize, however, is ourselves, 
and these tensions can become opportu-
nities for our own spiritual growth. 

Peter Schuurman is working on hisPhD in 
Religious Studies from his home in Guelph.

Betrayed: When the church forsakes its own clergy

Betrayed: 
The Clergy Killer's DNA 
uS Films 2012
No director is identified

A. A. Adourian
Do you sometimes 

dread Sunday? Or just 
dread church? Perhaps 
nothing’s wrong with 
church and it is more 
church-related activities 
you aren’t fond of? Well, 
it isn’t really the activi-
ties, is it? It’s the people. 
haven’t we all been 
there? 

Indeed, this was my 
thought as I settled down 
with Anne Graham Lotz’s 

latest book, Wounded by God’s People. Who hasn’t been 
wounded by God’s peo-
ple? Implicit in that ques-
tion is the ever-present, 
“how could the people of 
God – the people of God 
– wound? Are they really 

people of God in the first place?” Then I read the subtitle, 
“Discovering how God’s love heals our hearts” and began 
the book a little confused. 

I expected a black-and-white-God’s-true-people-
don’t-wound kind of book, and found a refreshing time 
of renewal instead. Lotz shares much from her relation-
ships – both within and outside the church – turning the 
focus of the book away from “people” to the reader on 

an individual level. 
Lotz challenges her readers to realize how they both 

wound and are wounded. Rooted in the Bible, Lotz’s 
example of Abraham and Sarah and the way they wounded 
hagar shows “God loves the wounded. And the wounders.” 

The Bible comes alive when Lotz explores hagar’s life 
and relationship with God. Lotz humanizes Bible charac-
ters from long ago and provides a glimpse of the nature of 
God’s relationship with them. She’s careful to point out 
where she is speaking from her reading into the text and 
speculating on each character’s backstory from the Bible 
itself. She also draws our attention to how God works 
to draw his people out by asking questions. God knows 
the answers, but wants us to gain understanding and thus 
patiently probes until insight comes upon us and we turn 
to him all the more. 

Lotz starts with the ubiquity of God’s love, moves on 
to the difficulty of life – including our blind spots, the 
pain of wounds and rejection – to our “wilderness” time 
of wandering and how God brings us home with encour-
agement toward healing and reconciliation. her guiding 
is rooted on her experiences – gently and with love, but 
telling the truth from the Word. 

She speaks to the wounded and wounders at all stages 
of their walk. Lotz’s life is a testament that healing is pos-
sible when we decide to give our hurt to God and not let 
our wounds fester by morphing into bitterness and anger. 
As she points out, “if you and I are not careful, we may 
confuse God’s people with God. And God’s people don’t 
always act like God’s people should.” That said, Lotz also 

touches on the example of Abraham sending hagar away 
as one where it was “right” to wound because Abraham 
was following what God wanted. 

Particularly helpful are key questions contained 
throughout the book. Noteworthy examples include: 
“What are you living for? Instead of giving your life to 
the glory of God, are you driven by the desire to get even, 
vindicate your actions, prove someone else wrong, justify 
your opinion, expose the other person, get your own 
way?” and “Do you want your life characterized by the 
result of remaining focused on ‘them’ while being blind 
to your own pride, arrogance, anger, resentment, name-
calling, vengeful digs, schemes for revenge or vicious 
gossip disguised as prayer requests?” The notes section at 
the end of the book contains Bible references and sources 
for further reading. 

This book challenged me to come before God and ask 
him to show me my blind spots by shining his truth into 
my heart and propelled me even more to listen to God’s 
voice with my “eyes on the pages of my Bible.” It also 
reminded me of God’s faithfulness and how his desire for 
believers is to first be in true relationship with him. Only 
with our eyes fixed on Jesus can we heal and forgive, and 
heal and forgive some more. 

A. A. Adourian is wounded and wounder, 
and strives to fix her eyes on Jesus. Her 

personal essay “My Parents, My Friends,” 
appears in A Second Cup of hot Apple 

Cider. She has an abiding interest in faith 
and the workplace, and continues to write 

non-fiction as the Spirit leads. 

Want to be healed? ‘Blessing from brokenness’ awaits

Wounded by God’s People: 
Discovering how God’s love 
heals our hearts 
by Anne Graham Lotz
Zondervan 2013
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Mike Bonikowsky and Brian 
Pengelly

Brian Pengelly is many differ-
ent things. he is a christian who 
has devoted his life to ministry. he 
is the devoted husband of a good 
woman. he is also gay, and with a 
certainty born of years of struggle, 
he believes that his orientation is 
irrevocable. Brian lives on both 
sides of the battle line that has 
been drawn down the centre of 
modern christendom. 

Brian is a true son of the church 
and the culture that surrounds her. 
Accepting christ at the age of 
five, he spent his life immersed in 
christianity, spending his days at 
the christian school of which his 
mother was the administrator and 
the rest of his time at the church 
at which his father served on the 
Board.

he was a pillar of his church 
and school community, win-
ning awards in christian service 
Brigade, singing in the choir and 
becoming the youngest person 
ever to preach a sermon at his 
church. on the outside Brian ap-
peared to be “the perfect church 
kid.” Except he wasn’t, in one 
key way: Brian was gay. As he 
puts it, “in grade six i was in a 
class with my best friend and 13 
girls. sometime during that year i 
realized we were all in love with 
my best friend.” 

it was not a welcome realiza-
tion. Brian spent the next several 

years in the desperate, pleading 
hope that if he were good enough 
and did all the right things, that 
those feelings would go away. But 
they didn’t, and they never have. 
in grade eight, feeling abandoned 
after thousands of seemingly un-
answered prayers, Brian told God 
to get out of his life.

But leaving christianity behind 
was easier said than done, when it 
permeated every aspect of his life, 
so Brian mastered the art of being 
two people at once. he was aston-
ishingly successful, for a while.

in the ninth grade, the same 
year he became the youngest per-
son ever to preach a sermon at his 
church, Brian finally told a close 
friend that he thought he was gay. 
the friend walked out of the room 
and never spoke to Brian again. 
not long after, his friend gathered 
together a group of boys and beat 
Brian up behind the school gym-
nasium. Brian retreated deep into 
the closet and spent the next years 
trying to fake straightness but the 
dichotic nature of his existence 
began to take its toll on his psyche, 
and Brian began to slip deeper and 
deeper into depression. 

Saved by a ‘still, small 
voice’

this reached its nadir one 
night, when Brian found him-
self at home, alone with a knife, 
contemplating suicide. But God 
intervened. As Brian puts it, “i 

always thought that being spoken 
to by God would be more dra-
matic, something along the lines 
of fire and beams of light, and a 
voice that sounded like James Earl 
Jones. But all i heard was a still, 
small voice saying, ‘trust me.’”

it was enough. “i was angry and 
frustrated and i still didn’t have 
any answers, but i had nothing to 
lose, so i gave God a chance. But 
i knew that if i was going to trust 
him, i really had to trust him.” 
And for Brian, that meant making 
a decision not to enter into a rela-
tionship with another man. “And 
i haven’t,” Brian concludes. “i 
put the knife away, i went to bed, 
but in the morning i was as gay 
as i ever was.” it wasn’t until he 
entered Bible college that Brian 
came to grips with the realization 
that those feelings might never 
go away, that he might never be 
“cured,” and that he was going to 
have to be okay with that. 

After high school, Brian left 
home to attend a large Bible col-
lege in the midwest, in the hopes 
of entering youth ministry. it was 
here that he first connected with 
what is known colloquially as an 
“ex-gay” ministry, a group called 
redeemed Lives. “it was amaz-
ing,” Brian remembers. “it was 

the first time in my life that I could 
speak openly about who i was. 
having a safe community like that 
was completely transformative.”

With redeemed Lives, Brian 
thought he had found what he 
longed for most in the entire 
world: an answer to the question, 
“Why am i like this?” the people 
he met there believed that homo-
sexuality could be explained as 
the result of a simple formula: 
poor relationship with father + 
poor bonding with male peers at 
a young age + a history of sexual 
interference by others = homo-
sexuality. “i was three for three,” 
Brian laughs. There was finally an 
answer, and therefore hope that 
if these three issues could be re-
solved, Brian could become an 
ordinary heterosexual man at last.

No simple cause, no simple 
antidote

But as desperately as he wanted 
to believe this, there were faults 
in that philosophy that Brian 
could not ignore. Many of his gay 
friends had not had the required 
experiences considered neces-
sary for homosexuality to occur. 
unwilling to accept this, some 
were pressured to uncover hid-
den incidences of sexual abuse. in 

some cases they were told that 
they must have been abused. they 
had simply repressed it. But Brian 
could see that this was not the 
case. The flaw lay with the science 
and psychiatry behind the min-
istry. homosexuality had no sim-
ple cause, and no simple antidote.

Despite this, Brian admits that 
redeemed Lives did him a lot of 
good. the counseling he received 
concerning his abuse, and towards 
mending his relationship with his 
father brought a lot of healing, just 
not concerning his sexual orienta-
tion. As he puts it, “i was a lot 
healthier and happier, but just as 
gay as i ever was.”

it was during this process that 
Brian had a formative conversa-
tion with a mentor of his. “Why 
aren’t i straight yet?” he asked 
in frustration. his mentor replied 
with a question: “if your orienta-
tion never changes, if you never 
get married, if you have to struggle 
with this forever, will you still fol-
low Jesus?” “My initial reaction 
was, ‘no!’” Brian chuckles, “but 
eventually i realized that Jesus 
was really all i had. i couldn’t 
walk out on him, no matter how 
much i wanted to. i had to make 
my peace. i had to resolve this.”

With great trepidation, Brian 

Man in the middle

As noted in the Jan. 27, 2014 issue of christian courier, this year the editors have agreed to present a series on homosexuality. The first article, “The 
greatest is love,” was written by Nick Loenen. “Man in the middle,” by Mike Bonikowsky and Brian Pengelly, is the second installment in our series. 
Upcoming writers include Kevin DeYoung and Meg Jenista. Watch for their contributions. And let’s talk. – the Editors

Straight talk from a gay guy.

An unusual marriage.
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shared his story with the men he 
shared a dorm with, and was sur-
prised to find a supportive com-
munity surrounding him. this, 
he says, gave him the courage to 
enter youth ministry.

Youth ministry is the true pas-
sion and calling of Brian’s life. he 
founded his church’s youth group 
at the age of 16 when, after com-
plaining to his pastor that one did 
not exist, he was told to start one. 
“the pain and frustration of my 
teenage years makes me very em-
pathic and sensitive to those strug-
gling through their own struggles,” 
he says. 

But after Brian left school, he 
quickly found that the support and 
encouragement he had found on 
campus was decidedly lacking in 
wider christendom. Eventually he 
found it online, in a support group 
called Living hope Youth. 

it was there that he met Anna, 
a young woman from Portland, 
oregon. they quickly became 
friends and confidants, sharing 
in one another’s struggles and 
triumphs every night on the mes-
sage boards. But as the years pro-
gressed, their relationship became 
something else.

Brian and Anna had each settled 
into a life of celibate singlehood, 
but both longed to live in com-
munity. “i had to make a choice 
about how i was going to live,” he 
remembers. “Living alone was not 
a healthy thing for me.” 

After much thought, prayer, 
and discussion, they decided to 
get married. “Whether we could 
make the sex work or not, we 
wanted to spend the rest of our 

lives together.” over time, they 
have settled into a pattern of celi-
bate companionship that is truly 
beautiful to witness.

Not cured
this is the crux of Brian’s story, 

or at least the part of it that is con-
cerned with the ongoing collision 
of the church and the existence 
of homosexuality. to the outside 
observer, Brian appears to be the 
poster boy for the ex-gay move-
ment: christian man struggling 
with homosexuality is relieved of 
his burdens through counseling 
and is able to start a new life as a 
heterosexual, complete with happy, 
healthy marriage. But Brian is hon-
est that this is not the case: he loves 
Anna, and their marriage is an act 
of God, but he is still gay, and prob-
ably always will be. he has not 
been “cured” of anything.

Further complicating the pic-
ture is the fact that for many years, 
Brian served as national Youth 
specialist for new Direction, an 
ex-gay ministry. he loved the or-
ganization, but the same faults he 
had observed in college remained, 
and despite enormous pressure 
from churches, Brian refused to 
identify himself as “straight.” 
his marriage began to take on 
unwanted significance to many 
people who wanted desperately 
for someone to serve as a success-
ful test case. But Brian refused to 
present his union with Anna as 
anything other than what it was.

For three years Brian travelled 
across canada, speaking about 
his experiences and working for 
change within the church. he 
walked a fine line, holding con-
servative views on sexuality while 
attempting to shed light on the 
plight of those within the church 
struggling with their sexuality. 
he championed the idea that a 
teen’s safety should never be in 
jeopardy because he or she is gay. 
At the apex of his influence, Brian 
was speaking to a different church 
every week. 

But within himself, he grew 
more conflicted with every pass-
ing day. For the last few years, 
Brian and Anna’s friends on the 
new hope message board had 
been dropping out of the com-
munity one by one, some leaving 
christianity behind altogether. of 
their hundred friends, Brian es-
timates that only one achieved 
what was considered the ideal and 
natural outcome, a healthy hetero-
sexual marriage. 

For the rest, the system was 

simply not working. For Brian, the 
crisis came during a conversation 
at his wedding with Jon, one of 
his friends from the forums. he 
told Brian of his years of extreme 
depression, of carving phrases 
like “i hate me” and “not man 
enough” into his arms with razor 
blades. “he told me he could try 
and stay ex-gay, and kill himself, 
or he could be gay, and not,” Brian 
remembers. “i told him, ‘if it’s a 
choice between being straight and 
staying alive, stay alive!” As he 
recalls, “seeing something that 
was supposed to create life and 
light in his life come so close to 
killing him really shook me.”

‘I want mercy, not 
sacrifices’

A year later, Brian visited Jon 
and met his boyfriend. “he was 
amazingly happy and healthy. God 
was so obviously working in his 
life.” Although many people who 
heard Jon’s story were adamant 
that Jon couldn’t be a christian, 
Brian continued to make public 
statements defending him. As a re-
sult, several churches cancelled his 
speaking engagements, and one 
made a public apology for having 
him speak to their congregation.

Around this time, Brian heard 
a sermon at his own church on 
the story in Matthew in which 
Jesus and his disciples pick grain 
on the sabbath. in response to 

the Pharisees’ accusations of law-
breaking, Jesus reminds them of 
David and his followers eating 
the showbread in the tabernacle, 
and being justified for it, and con-
cludes: “now go and learn the 
meaning of this: i want mercy, not 
sacrifices.”

“it hit me like a hammer. this 
was the church, saying that rules 
were more important than my 
friends’ lives, that they would pre-
fer John to be a dead ex-gay than 
a living gay man in a committed 
monogamous relationship.”

in 2008, new Direction pub-
licly admitted the failure of their 
philosophy and apologized for 
the harm their ministry had done. 
the ministry changed focus to 
providing “generous spacious-
ness” for all people in the church. 
While continuing to support the 
organization and the bridges they 
built between the church and gay 
individuals, Brian decided it was 
time to leave and pursue what he 
felt was his true calling, youth 
ministry.

But he was saddened to dis-
cover that despite his excellent 
qualifications and vast experience, 
not a single church was willing to 

hire him after his time with new 
Direction. shortly after, he was 
informed that he would no longer 
be welcome at the camp where he 
had served as director of teen min-
istry for the previous eight years, 
despite his public commitment 
to celibacy. Another church that 
he had served at for many years 
asked him not to talk about being 
gay any more. Brian was devas-
tated. As he explains, “My frustra-
tion with the church is not that it 
calls gays to do something hard. 
it’s that it calls them to something 
hard, and then doesn’t accept 
them, even if they succeed.” 

After three years of fruitless ap-
plications, Brian took a job work-
ing the night shift at a youth de-
tention center. he still volunteers 
with the youth group at his current 
church, the Meeting house, but 
doubts he will work as a youth 
pastor again. though he has rea-
son to be bitter, he is not. “i don’t 
regret my ministry,” he says. “God 
called me to that. if this is the price 
to pay for following him, i’ll pay 
it. But it does make me sad.” 

Mike Bonikowsky studied English at 
Tyndale University College and Seminary. 

When not writing, he works in the develop-
mental services field and lives in Melancthon 

Township, Ont. with his wife and daughter.

Brian and his friend Jon.

A gifted speaker, Brian shares his 
message honestly.
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Sonya VanderVeen Feddema
on september 4, 2013, Marian Lensink travelled to 

indonesia at the invitation of rev. untung ongkowidjaja, 
the team leader for Back to God Ministries in indonesia. 
untung works with churches throughout indonesia and 
is convinced that coffee Break’s approach to ministry is 
what’s needed to spread the gospel in indonesia. 

untung asked Marian to lead workshops and to teach 
about coffee Break small groups. six years of experience 
with christian reformed home Missions in the area of 
small groups and discipleship, which included encouraging 
the growth of coffee Break ministries, prepared her for 
the challenge. Christian Courier interviewed Marian to 
learn more about coffee Break’s unique approach to Bible 
study and missions, and about the challenges indonesian 
christians face. 

What are Coffee Break small groups?
the coffee Break Bible 

study is unique as it embraces 
an approach called Discover 
Your Bible. through good 
questions, leaders help their 
groups to discover truths 
from scripture – to discov-
er what God’s Word says 
to them personally and to 
apply the truths of the Bible 
to their lives.

in addition, the coffee 
Break approach is unique 
as it recognizes the value 
of a group, especially as 
the gospel is shared. When 
someone is brought into a 

group, the whole group begins to impact that person’s life. 
the members learn together from scripture.

Finally, coffee Break encourages and strengthens be-
lievers’ faith as they continue to share the gospel with those 
who don’t know Jesus yet. 

Tell us about the people you met.
I led four training sessions. The first one was with 15 

leaders who were being trained to teach others about coffee 
Break, as i was doing. this session spanned more than two 
days, as we really wanted people to grasp it well. the train-
ing workshop took place in a retreat centre near Jakarta. 

the second training session took place in Jakarta, in a 
christian school. Fifty christian school teachers gathered to 
learn about how to do small groups in their school settings. 
teachers are well trained in English, so i could deliver my 
material with very little assistance from a translator. Although 
the schools are christian, only a percentage of the students are 
christians. other faiths are represented as well, by families 
who simply want to buy a good education for their children. 
Many of these teachers shared with me their heart for sharing 
the gospel with students. they wanted to learn how to make it 
appealing to students who were so busy with extracurricular 
activities. one woman wanted to start a group in starbucks, 
recognizing that people hang out regularly at coffee shops.

the third and fourth training sessions took place in 
Yogyakarta (with 100 church leaders and pastors) and in 
Surabaya (with 50 leaders). In each of these sessions, I relied 
heavily on a translator. This made it more difficult to lead the 
interactive portions of the training. During our break, many 
people came to me and asked questions or gave feedback 
in broken English. the majority of these participants were 
beginning to think about doing neighbourhood groups or 
expanding the small group ministry in their churches.

the majority of participants were men, which is a switch 

from our north American context where coffee Break is 
considered a ministry to women.

Did the participants share stories about the challenges 
they face as Christians living in a predominantly Muslim 
country?

Many of the participants shared with me some angst about 
sharing their faith with neighbours or co-workers who are 
Muslim. christians and Muslims seem to coexist and to live 
with an unspoken agreement to not interfere with each other. 
Leaving our hotel one day, we came upon a large group of 
Muslim men who were kneeling for prayer at a makeshift 
mosque. We walked another 100 paces and entered a large 
christian bookstore. Mostly, it’s a peaceful coexistence, so 
it becomes challenging to think of sharing your faith in a 
culture where the expectation is that one simply accepts the 
faith of others.

one woman shared with me that although her mother 
is a christian, her father is Muslim. she prays daily that 
God will reveal himself and that her father will come to 
know Jesus.

some teachers shared with me their desire to lead Bible 
studies with their students. Although they were teaching in 
a christian school, not all of their students are christian, 
as was mentioned earlier. one teacher had begun a Bible 
study already, and had to leave early to go and meet with 40 
students who were now coming to his group.

Are there other obstacles the participants need to over-
come in their desire to spread God’s Word?

Perhaps the big-
gest challenge is 
resistance to mov-
ing from pastor-led 
teaching to groups 
that are led by lay 
people. indonesian 
people place a high 
value on the teach-
ing of the pastor. it’s 
difficult for many 
to believe that truth 

can be taught in a group that is led by a lay person. 
throughout the training, the biggest awakening that people 

had was the realization that they can learn from scripture 
directly. As we teach the Discover Your Bible approach, we 
actually have people practice together. they are surprised at 
what they can see and learn from scripture, without actually 
being taught. they learn the value of good questions. We also 
teach some concepts of group dynamics. As we do that, people 
begin to see that this is also about relationships and about 
caring for people. this is a shift from their previous thoughts 
that Bible study is all about academic learning. As we pray 
together, we want to teach them to rely on the holy spirit as 
we gather in groups and study God’s Word.

in addition, it was surprising to see that some other chal-
lenges are similar to a north American culture. People are 
very busy with work and extracurricular activities, so it’s hard 

to find a good time to meet. Leaders also deal with their own 
insecurities about sharing the gospel. some feel inadequate 
to lead a study. Another obstacle, particularly in Jakarta, is the 
traffic. The city is so congested with 20,000,000 people. The 
traffic moves very slowly through the city at most times of the 
day. Planning any church groups must take this into account 
and the concept of neighbourhood groups is essential.

Tell us more about the role your hosts play in the 
Indonesian church. 

untung is the voice on the Back to God Ministries radio 
(and television) that is heard in remote communities where a 
few christians might gather around a radio to hear the gospel. 
Many of these communities have no church, only the believ-
ers who gather to listen, along with a leader. untung works 
to train these leaders. in this way he is planting churches 
throughout indonesia. he is also the team leader for Global 
coffee Break in indonesia, as he believes the materials and 
methods are useful for the growth of the church. untung has 
developed a team of people who translate the coffee Break 
material into their indonesian language.

ivany is untung’s wife and partner in ministry. she is 
one of the translators of the coffee Break material and is 
trained to lead the training workshops as well. she also 
works in the media. her short gospel messages can be 
seen on Youtube.

You went to Indonesia to share with Christians there. 
What did you receive from them?

i saw in these people a humble spirit and a willingness 
to serve God with their lives. our hosts are amazing people 
as i consider all that they do to further the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ. I was touched by their sacrifice for us, as they ate 
with us, and journeyed with us for the days that we were 
there. i was touched by the deep respect of the workshop 
participants, and their deep appreciation for our visit and 
the training. i was touched by their desire 
to connect through email, and to have a 
picture taken with me. they were eager to 
smile and be photographed! 

Sonya Vander Veen Feddema 
(sonyavf@hotmail.com) is a freelance 

writer living in St Catharines, Ont.

Coffee Break in Indonesia: training and encouraging lay leaders

Marian Lensink leading a 
workshop in Indonesia. Untung and Ivany with their display of Coffee Break materials.

Small groups discuss what they are 
learning.

At the close of each training, it was fun to gather everyone for a group shot!
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At 58, I’m still learning about the Bible. Lately I’ve been learning about 
chiasmus, a literary structure of inverted parallelism embedded throughout 
scripture designed to highlight the main point of a passage. the more i 
learn, the more astounded i am by the redemptive coherence that binds 
together these disparate books of literature, history, gospels, epistles and 
apocalyptic visions. 

Agnostics and atheists who convert to the faith sometimes see this more 
readily than those of us inured to astonishment by familiarity. Memoirist carolyn Weber 
exclaimed: “I have to say I found it the most compelling piece of creative nonfiction I had 
ever read. if i sat around for thousands of years, i could never come up with what it pro-
poses, let alone with how intricately Genesis unfolds toward revelation. that the supposed 
creator of the entire universe became a vulnerable baby, born in straw, to a poor girl who 
claimed to be a virgin and who was betrothed to a guy probably scared out of his wits, but 
who stood by her anyway. it unwinds and recasts the world and our perception of it: that 
the holy Grail is more likely to be the wooden cup of a carpenter than the golden chalice 
of kings. no wonder this stuff causes war, i thought as i read, between nations and within 
each of us” (Surprised by Oxford).

Popular author Anne rice, of Interview with A Vampire fame, re-converted to catholicism 
late in life and exulted in a similarly lyrical vein about the Gospels: “Also something else 
has happened to me in the study of these documents. I find them inexhaustible in a rather 
mysterious way. . . . i’m at a loss to explain the manner in which every new examination of 
the text produces some fresh insight, some new cascade of connections, some astonishing 
link to another part of the canon, or the old testament backdrop which enfolds the whole. 
the interplay of simplicity and complexity seems at times to be beyond human control” 
(Called out of Darkness). Always arcane, rice has recently been in the media spotlight again 
for proclaiming, “i quit being a christian.” Disenchanted with the church, she claims she 
is still a christ-follower.

The CRC’s Contemporary Testimony defines the Bible as the “very breath of God,” a 
revelatory exhalation to help us know him better and walk with Jesus in new life. the holy 
Spirit, like a monkish illuminator, gilds the text, transfiguring readers in its glow. Still, as 
tania runyan’s newest book of poetry suggests, the hallowing can be harrowing. 

‘Our difficult rising’
Second Sky (Wipf and stock 2013) is an opportunity to scrutinize that divine resuscita-

tion close-up. the words of st. Paul blaze their way through runyan’s daily activities; they 
hammer her conscience, sand off impurities and shape her experiences, finally, into 24-carat 
poems about what it feels like to be refined by a living, breathing God.

set in Yellowstone Park, “Approach with Boldness” 
examines how unwitting tourists have been steamed to 
death by the geyser’s hissing power. imminent danger 
lies beneath tinted pools with lovely names like Morning 
Glory and Black Opal. Imagine the first hunter, eons ago, 
says the poet, discovering this “second sky” breaking 
through the ground, laughing as he “thought nothing 
of reaching in.” the poem, a commentary on Eph. 3:12 
where Paul encourages us to approach God’s throne 
with boldness, contains an implicit warning. Be wary. 
Be aware. Death comes before new life. 

the same caveat occurs in “newness of Life.” A south 
African man wakes after 21 hours in a morgue fridge: 

some burst alive
on the pyres of the spirit
some blink open 
slowly, alone, packed in ice: 
How did I get here? 
I never knew I was dead.

in “Buried With him in his Death” the poet imagines dying with Jesus, literally, “until 
we both gave out.” together they are wrapped and packed in aloe by Joseph of Arimathea 
and buried in the tomb: “The stone rumbled over the window of light, and then our difficult 
rising began.”

For Runyan, the “difficult rising” is aligning St. Paul’s divinely-inspired words with a 
thyroidectomy, driving home in a blizzard with three children in a car, or living next door 
to a rusting camper and its slovenly, alcohol-blurred tenant. the same ordinary things that 
we, too, struggle to line up with God’s Word.

this book will re-ignite the wonder of the Bible for you. runyan’s poems gleam like 
those illuminated initials in medieval manuscripts, reverently introducing the holy text. But 
be prepared. God’s Word is not chained (2 tim. 2:9). 

Cathy Smith (cathy@christiancourier.ca) is features editor with cc. She lives in Wyoming, Ont.
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 Tania Runyan’s newest poetry collection, 
second sky (Cascade/Wipf & Stock), is avail-
able on Amazon.com. “Approach with Bold-

ness” is used by permission of Wipf and Stock 
Publishers (wipfandstock.com). Her book 
how to read a Poem: A Field Guide (T.S. 

Poetry Press) is forthcoming later this year. 

Old Faithful, Albert Bierstadt, 1880s.

Approach with Boldness  Eph. 3:12

Yellowstone National Park

We creak on boardwalks above geothermal pools –
Black Opal, Morning Glory, Emerald Spring.
Clear and bright as cups of Easter dye,
they sputter and hiss to remind us that we stand 
atop a caldera heaving molten rock.

Each path begins with the illustrated warning:
a boy in a baseball cap breaks through the surface,
parboiling his feet. I hear the story about the 9-year-old
who lost himself in the steam and plunged into Crested Pool.
They recovered just eight pounds of his body.

Or the man who swan-dived into Celestine Pool
after a yelping dog, emerging with blanched irises.
That was dumb, he mumbled for his last words,
skin peeling in sheets. Thousands of years ago
the first hunter to wander into this basin

must have thought he discovered a second sky
breaking through the ground, a miracle of sorts,
if he knew about those, radiating in the snow.
He laughed, bent his face over the rising steam,
and thought nothing of reaching in.

Runyan’s poems reverently intro-
duce the holy text of Scripture.

http://
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Q. My spouse and i have been married for 48 years and are 
long-standing members of a solid christian reformed church con-
gregation. how things have changed, and not always for the better. 
We have three married children and six grandchildren ranging from 
four to 12 years old. When they are together they have a lot of fun. 

however, here is the problem.
When my spouse and i were a young married couple with chil-

dren, we would attend church on sunday and have coffee and lunch at our parents’ 
house afterwards. My three siblings who also were married with children did the 
same. We all attended different churches, but they were all christian reformed. My 
spouse and i appreciated this tradition so much we decided to carry on with it in our 
own family. however, our three children and their families all have different views 
on various theological beliefs. one family belongs to a relatively conservative crc, 
another family attends a Pentecostal church and the third one does not attend church 
at all. All of them show up regularly for coffee and lunch. the problem on sundays 
is that our three children and their spouses often get into theological arguments that 
ruin the family gathering – especially when one couple angrily heads out the door 
early, pulling along their protesting children. not only are we unhappy about our 
children’s behaviour, we are also troubled by what these arguments may be doing to 
our grandchildren. We don’t quite know what to do because we never mix into our 
children’s business.

A. Yes, times have 
changed, and family dy-
namics have not kept up 
with the challenges we 
often face today. unfor-
tunately, many people 
see diversity as a threat 
rather than an interesting 
component of our life in 
the 21st century. 

i understand your 
reluctance to become 
entwined with your chil-
dren’s “business,” but 
the family gathering is 
happening at your house 

and so i suggest you and your spouse become a bit more assertive. talk to your three 
children individually, or, if you get along well with your in-laws, include them and let 
them know your concerns. stress how much you both enjoy them all coming over on 
sundays. Feel free to ask them what their feelings are in terms of what is happening 
in the world lately. Discourage blame but affirm where they are coming from and 
keep the discussion simple. no one wants to be interrogated, nor will they appreciate 
you digging for a deep therapeutic meaning. As i mentioned in a previous column, 
discussions about our religious beliefs can shake our sense of identity, especially if 
others in the group are firm about the rightness of their particular views.  

At the same time, it is natural for siblings to want to chat about things that are 
meaningful in their lives. however, until they become more aware of their reactive 
behaviour and how it affects the family they may want to stay to safe topics in terms 
of nurturing their relationships with one another. In times of conflict, we often forget 
how much we actually have in common. so i would suggest you make an effort to 
develop as much common ground as possible for now and you may be surprised to 
learn how much you enjoy one another when everyone gets off the hot seat!

i strongly believe that the one thing we as christians should be passing on to 
the world is how to get along with one another. With some notable exceptions, we 
have failed miserably in this area so far. Feeling angry is not necessarily wrong, 
but what you do based on that anger might be. Angry conversation creates angry 
minds and angry hearts and eventually more angry behaviour. All of which will 
make a negative impression on others, no matter how we explain away our bad be-
haviour. We must learn how to share different points of views on things that matter 
without making one another feel hurt and small. But it takes willingness and time 
to develop this type of communication skill, which includes self-management – a 
big part of emotional maturity. Modeling this kind of respectful behaviour in the 
face of differences is increasingly important for our families, our churches and our 
communities at large.  

Arlene Van Hove (avanhove@shaw.ca) is a 
therapist and a member of the Fleetwood CRC.

i’m downstairs by the woodstove, the boys beside me, Legos and toy 
cars strewn across the floor. It’s minus 25 outside. “You better put some 
more wood on the fire,” Aiden says, pointing at the coals, and I nod.

“Yes, we better keep Daddy’s fire going,” I say.
You keep the promise anyway. That’s what love is. Love is keeping the 

promise anyway, as John Green wrote.

“You see that?” Aiden 
says  to  Kasher,  and 
they’ve got their legs 
tucked, there on the rug 
– a dance of flames on 
a cold winter’s day. “it 
keeps us nice and warm.”

he doesn’t just mean 
the fire. he means the 
way Daddy chops wood 
every day after school, 
fills up the old crack-
ing blue tubs and hauls 
them in, me sweeping up 
the wood chips behind 
him, how i stoke it hour after hour while trent’s at school, how we keep the cast iron pot 
full of water on top so the air doesn’t get too dry.

And i’m giving to the coals, begging them to spark – sometimes i add some newspaper 
or cardboard, because every marriage needs this.

Every marriage needs some romance, to keep the love breathing, pulsing, to keep the 
house warm.

Divorce is a cold draft through the cracks of every home’s front door and we’re not just 
stoking a fire. We’re creating a safe place for the family, a place to hold them.

But it’s war, friends.
And the shells, they’re scattered on the ground around our bed, and we’re wounded but 

we rise because the one shield that protects us all? it’s grace.
there is nothing stronger than grace.

The promise you keep
Grace finds you sitting on the kitchen tile in pajamas, crying, because you’ve just had a 

fight, the kind with wringing hands and rising voices and you’re jet-lagged and emotional, 
having been around the world in nine days and him at home with the boys.

It finds you sitting there and it smiles, gently, and extends its hands – this grace in the 
form of a farm-boy who read every single blog post while you were gone, who shared your 
videos with his class, who rose six times in one night to comfort your youngest son, who 
downloaded all of your favourite shows while you were away so you’d have something to 
watch when you got back.

This man who wrestles with your sons on the floor and reads them Winnie the Pooh 
and makes you cheesy nachos because you are too hungry to do anything but grab a plate.

there is no brighter light than a strong and vibrant marriage – and this doesn’t mean it 
isn’t messy or hard or that sometimes the feelings just aren’t there.

And it doesn’t mean you won’t ever be attracted to someone else.
But you refuse to follow those feelings. instead, you lean into the promise. 
Marriage is a promise – one that you keep even when you don’t feel it – one that you be-

lieve in with your body and soul, one that you trust God to bless and strengthen and overflow 
you with love when 50 years seems like a very, very long time to be exclusive with someone.

But if you think about it – that person is being exclusive with you too. And what a gift: 
to know that he is sharing his body and his heart, only with you, forever. is there a greater 
analogy to the commitment God has to his creation? the dying to self so that someone else 
can know they are accepted and loved?

We live in a cold world of divorce and temptation, but as one of my favourite movies, 
Family Man, says, “the Fidelity Bank and trust is a tough creditor. You make a deposit 
somewhere else and they close your account – forever.”

My boys are seated by the woodstove, playing cars and i’m working on a manuscript. 
soon trent will walk in from a long day at school, and we’ll all be drawn to the hearth. to 
the smell of woodsmoke and the sound of love.

Marriage is the fire that family gathers around.
the key is to never let it go out. 

Emily Wierenga is the author of chasing sillhouettes: how to help a Loved one Battling an 
Eating Disorder (Ampelon Publishing, 2012). Please visit emilywierenga.com for more info.
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Marriage is the fire that family gathers around.

Help! Arguments derail our family dinners.
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When i was younger i neglected to read the Bible every day. i was pursu-
ing a university degree; i was swamped as a rookie teacher with a too-heavy 
music-teaching load; I was finishing two post-graduate degrees; I was working 
several jobs; I was often sick, and was finally diagnosed with a serious chronic 
illness. of course i knew i needed God. And i knew – intellectually – that the 
way to grow in the union with christ that i had, since childhood, professed to 
know, was to commune with him in his Word. 

i prayed regularly. And i went to church; usually. (i couldn’t very well duck out on the sundays 
i was the organist.) But praying without immersing yourself in scripture is rather like drinking 
water without eating. the water will keep you alive for a while, but for long-term health and life 
you need the constant nourishment of food to accompany it. 

I’m not happy to admit this. I had convinced myself that my negligence was justified by my 
circumstances and by being “crazy busy” (as Keven DeYoung calls it in the title of a recent 
book). regular Bible reading seemed like a duty; and duty, to someone who was young during 
the freewheeling 1960s, was anathema. 

Eventually i would “reform,” for a while. i’d begin to read scripture daily but then i’d get 
distracted again and quit. i wasn’t much concerned at the time. i told myself i was hearing God’s 
Word read in church (when i was there), and via good sermons. 
Ah, self-justification – the sin as old as Adam and eve! 

I don’t even recall, exactly, just when I finally took on the 
daily reading and studying of the Bible so that it became a 
sanctified habit. But it was long into my adulthood; too long. I 
do know that when it began to happen, and became a custom to 
be cherished, it was the holy spirit who prompted it and who 
began to open his Word to me in new and wonderful ways. My 
attitude, indeed my life, changed. My faith deepened. God felt 
very near. christ’s wounding and triumph, for me, felt very 
fresh. the Bible is, after all, his very Word, as that Word attests: 
“All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuk-
ing, correcting and training in righteousness” (2 tim. 3:16). 

After i married, my husband and i had dinner-time devo-
tions together, a tradition that went back to our childhoods. 
We would usually use a booklet of daily meditations based on 
short scripture passages. then one year, at the prompting of our 
church, we read the entire Bible, from Genesis to revelation.

Potent spiritual impact
that was some years ago. on January 1, 2014, we began that yearly plan again. As i write 

we’re five weeks into it, reading in exodus, the Psalms, Proverbs and near the end of Matthew. 
the spiritual impact of reading the Bible at length, every day, is potent – almost shocking. You 
get context. And the more you read, the more God draws near and you hear him speak; and the 
more you experience union with christ. 

having had reformed christian parents and a christian-school education (along with sunday 
school and catechism), i’ve had the blessed privilege of hearing, reading and memorizing 
scripture all my life.

so why did i neglect it for so long as an adult? to paraphrase Paul’s words, my ignoring of 
God’s Word – and thus, of God himself – was for me an easily besetting sin. it was one of the 
devil’s effective ploys to distance me from our creator, sustainer, redeemer – to get me to 
live as if I were the captain of my own soul, as William Ernest henley boasts of himself in his 
famous poem Invictus.

I thank God that, after teaching stubborn me just how self-sufficient I am not, he foiled that 
devilish stratagem, drew me near to himself once again (as a child i had felt him very close), has 
kept me under his wings in all arduous circumstances since and has graciously allowed me, with all 
the saints, to “glory in having a fellowship of righteousness with him” (calvin, Institutes 3.11.10). 

these two inner stanzas of the 20th century hymn “o God of Light” aptly summarize my 
experience. 

From days of old, through blind and willful ages,
though we rebelled, you gently sought again,
and spoke through saints, apostles, prophets, sages,
who wrote with eager or reluctant pen.

Undimmed by time, those words are still revealing,
to sinful hearts your justice and your grace;
and questing spirits, longing for your healing,
see your compassion in the Savior’s face. 
         Sarah e. Taylor (1883-1954)

Marian Van til (mvantil@roadrunner.com) is a former cc editor living in Youngstown, N.Y.

in 2012, the canadian government decided that the canadian 
penny was obsolete and on May 4th of that year, the very last 
penny was minted. Most of us, myself included, gave it little 
thought. i concluded that things come and go and i hardly 
used pennies anyway. But this past week, an abandoned penny 
reminded me of something very significant. 

Last saturday morning, i went to our men’s breakfast at 
church. it was a meaningful and rich time of fellowship. As i was helping to 
clean up, i wiped down one of the tables and there, lying on the table, was a 
penny. Without much thought i picked it up, brought it into the church kitchen 
and placed it on the counter. i kept cleaning.

As the event wound down, I went to my office to pick something up. And on the 
floor was an envelope marked Kenny. i put it in my Bible and went to the car. inside 
the car, i felt compelled to open the envelope. in it was an encouraging homemade 
card, and as I opened it my mouth dropped open. There inside the card was a financial 
gift. And it was an odd amount! i say odd because it didn’t equal an even number. to 
make it an even number you needed one penny! To make it even more significant, 
my wife and i had been praying for provision and we both felt God gave us a certain 
number. this unexpected gift matched that number exactly, minus one small penny.  

Trust exercise
so here i was in the car with this card and gift, and in the church kitchen was 

the penny. i didn’t go back in to get it; rather, i praised God as i drove home in 
the midst of tears, proclaiming God as faithful. You see, God has been speaking 
to my wife and i about his faithfulness and the ways he cares for his children. i 
usually assume that i need to do all the work in providing for my family. this 
past year has been an incredible stretch for me to step out of the comfort of self-
sufficiency to fully trust God. early in our marriage, God spoke to us and said 
that our marriage would be one of radical trust in God. that God would direct our 
steps in ways that may seem foolish to man and even to us. the posture we felt 
God call us to was, “okay God, if this comes from you, we trust you to provide 
everything in order for this to happen!” 

this past year we knew God was telling me to step out of a full-time ministry 
position to take a 60 percent Associate Pastor position. We have never felt such 
peace in our lives. We watched God miraculously direct and care for our steps 
in the process. in the back of my mind, however, i thought – well, this is only 60 
percent; my wife or I will need to find something to supplement the job. Try as 
we may, nothing panned out in part-time work and simultaneously my wife was 
struggling with her health. We felt God say, “60 percent was me caring for you, 
let me fill in the 40 percent too!” God knew that I would need to step in and care 
for my wife as well as our daughter from time to time. he is faithful!

So why the significance of this penny? The date on this penny was 1997. 
this was the year i turned away from God and took on a gay identity. it was the 
year that i told God that i had enough of the constant struggle with my gender 
insecurity and i took control of my life. this penny was a reminder that God is 
the one in control of my life. 

God knew exactly what i needed on that saturday morning. he knew that 
i needed reassurance regarding provision and his leadership over my life! But 
deeper still was my need to know that i had heard right in the calling set before 
me as Associate Pastor. i’m reminded that God does and will use anything to 
show us his care for us his precious children. 

What small, seemingly insignificant thing is God using to reach you? How is 
he speaking to you? 

Kenny W (kennyp66@gmail.com) is a writer, painter and 
photographer passionate about gender, sexuality, culture, community and how 

these pertain to the Body of Christ. He and his family live in Winnipeg, Man. 

The significance 
of a penny

A habit of the heart

Toddlers to Teens
Denise Dykstra

Christ @ Culture
Lloyd Rang

My Window Seat
Mendelt Hoekstra

Principalities
& Powers
David Koyzis

Technically Speaking
Derek Schuurman

Intangible Things
Heidi Vander Slikke

Country Living

Everyday Christian
Cathy Smith

Getting Unstuck
Arlene Van Hove

Flowers and Thistles

The Public Square
Harry Antonides

From the 11th
Province
Marian Van Til

From the Lab
Rudy Eikelboom

Words from
Wild Horses
Warkentins

Patchwork Words Our World Today
Bert Hielema

Curt Gesch

Meindert Vander Galien

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

Melissa Kuipers

Toddlers to Teens
Denise Dykstra

Christ @ Culture
Lloyd Rang

My Window Seat
Mendelt Hoekstra

Principalities
& Powers
David Koyzis

Technically Speaking
Derek Schuurman

Intangible Things
Heidi Vander Slikke

Country Living

Everyday Christian
Cathy Smith

Getting Unstuck
Arlene Van Hove

Flowers and Thistles

The Public Square
Harry Antonides

From the 11th
Province
Marian Van Til

From the Lab
Rudy Eikelboom

Words from
Wild Horses
Kenny Warkentin

Patchwork Words Our World Today
Bert Hielema

Curt Gesch

Meindert van der Galien

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

Melissa Kuipers

Speak - Write
Paula Warkentin

“Look at the birds . . . careless in the care of God,” as the Message puts it so well 
(Matt. 6:26). 

Beware of the barrenness of 
a busy life; find rest in Christ 
instead, DeYoung says.



One of the journals 
I scan, Nature Reviews 
Neuroscience, is running a 
series on Neuroscience and 
the Law. In the January 
issue, an article titled 
“Neurocriminology”  ex-

plores how aspects of criminal behaviour 
may have a neurological basis: some in-
dividuals who engage in criminal behav-
iour may have brains different from those 
of people who do not engage in criminal 
behaviour. Neurocriminology is the ap-
plication of neuroscience to predicting, 
understanding and hopefully, in the future, 
preventing crime.

Many twin and adoption studies have 
suggested that criminal behaviour, broadly 
defined, may have a significant basis in 
genetics. Studies of twins reared apart, for 
example, have shown that an individual’s 
aggressive and antisocial behaviour may 
be at once very different from the behav-
iour of his or her biologically unrelated 
siblings raised in the same family but very 
similar to that of his or her biological twin. 
While we have always pointed to context-
ual factors (such as parenting style) for 
predisposing individuals towards aggres-
sive behaviours, such studies suggest that 
genetic factors are also important in deter-
mining the likelihood of these behaviours.

Children whose mothers drink alcohol 
heavily while pregnant may suffer from 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS). Children 
with FAS have a damaged brain, due to 
the fact that alcohol can cross the pla-
centa from mother to fetus. These children 
show poor judgement and lack impulse 
control throughout their lives, often lead-
ing to increased trouble with the law and 
society. Studies of people with FAS show 
that changes in the brain can have con-
sequences that significantly increase the 
probability of criminal behaviours.

Adults with medical brain problems –  
for example, tumours growing within the 
hard skull that put pressure on and damage 
the soft brain –  can show behaviours that 
are normally seen as criminal. Take one 
well-documented case of a happily married 
man who started to show aberrant sexual 
behaviour: it was eventually discovered 
he had a tumour towards the front of his 
brain. When the tumour was removed, the 
abnormal sexual behaviour disappeared, 
only to reappear later. Further examina-
tion revealed that the tumour had regrown. 
When this regrown tumour was removed, 
the man’s sexual behaviour once again 
returned to normal. An unusual case, but 
one demonstrating that criminal behaviour 
can result from biological problems in the 
brain.

DNA ≠ destiny
These links between abnormal biology 

of the brain and criminal behaviour do not, 
on the one hand, preclude the possibility 

that other factors can lead to criminal be-
haviour or, on the other hand, imply that 
biology is destiny. A person’s social en-
vironment certainly does still influence 
whether or not a particular behaviour pat-
tern develops. For example, dogs and cats 
generally do not get along, but with the 
proper rearing these two enemies can de-
velop very strong positive friendships.

The fact, however, that biological prob-
lems in the brain can lead to criminal or 
antisocial behaviours has implications for 
our understanding of personal responsibil-
ity. Everyone would agree that criminal 
behaviour caused by the growth of a tu-
mour needs medical treatment and for-
giveness, not jail. What about individuals 
with FAS, whose behaviours are caused 
largely by medical problems due to their 
mother’s drinking? Or, going even further, 
for all individuals with genes predisposing 
them to criminal behaviour; how should 
society respond?

As Christians we say that “we are born 

in sin” (Ps. 51:5); the fact that crime may 
have a biological component should not 
surprise us. Our common slavery to sin 
(over which we argue we are helpless 
without the Holy Spirit) leads to questions 
of how we treat crime and how we attribute 
responsibility. If the individual is biologic-
ally predisposed to crime, the focus of our 
response should be to help to change the 
individual’s behaviour and thereby to pre-
vent future harm. For individuals with FAS 
this may require specialized, graded train-
ing in impulse control, something other 
children pick up naturally. For individuals 
with a propensity to antisocial behaviour it 
may mean putting in very explicit conse-
quences for anger or requiring structured 
meeting with their victims.

Since we are all in the same situation 
to some degree, any action to help reduce 
and treat criminal behaviour should be 
done out of love, not out of vengeance. 
The command to love our neighbour is 
complete and absolute, in no way depend-

ent on our neighbour’s good behaviour. 
Neurocriminology’s exploration of the 
genetics of crime lends support to the call 
for harm reduction as a response rather 
than punishment, and it suggests that the 
restorative justice approach to crime might 
be more appropriate than the law-and-or-
der agenda sometimes suggested by gov-
ernment.   

Rudy Eikelboom (reikelboom@wlu.
ca), who may have questionable genes but 
had wonderful parents, is a member of the 

Waterloo CRC and Chair of the Psychology 
Department at Wilfrid Laurier University.

Janet Greidanus
It was 5 a.m. in the U.S. Departures 

Lounge of Edmonton International Airport 
when I ran into Ron deVries, Youth 
Ministry Consultant for Classis Alberta 
North of the Christian Reformed Church. 
He and a few other church leaders and vol-
unteers were heading to a D6 Conference 
in Louisville, Kentucky. 

“What is D6?” I asked. I’d never heard 
of it, although deVries has attended sev-
eral such conferences since 2009. 

Its website describes D6 as “more than 
a conference: it’s a biblical passage, a 
principle, a strategy, a way of life.” For 
the past five years, D6 has been attracting 
conferees from more than 10 countries and 
40 states, representing over 35 denomina-
tions. The two-day, Louisville conference 
to which deVries and the others were 
headed offered more than 60 speakers. D6 
is dedicated to helping churches, leaders, 
parents and volunteers develop a genera-
tional discipleship model based on several 
verses from Deuteronomy 6: 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is 
our God, the Lord alone. You 
shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your 
might. Keep these words that I 
am commanding you today in 
your heart. Recite them to your 
children and talk about them 
when you are at home and when you are 
away, when you lie down and when you 
rise. (NRSV) 

Proponents and supporters of the D6 
Conference believe parents must be more 
active in passing their faith along to their 

children. They believe that while church 
is a vital part of faith development, it cer-
tainly cannot stop there. 

The baptism promises
About his first conference in 2009, 

deVries says, “As a youth worker and a 
Reformed Christian, this idea, this pas-
sage, was not new to me. In fact, our 
promises laid out in infant baptism scream 
this passage in so many ways and yet, for 
many of us in our churches, we have not 
lived it. This reality was hard to digest.”

Since 2009, representatives from 11 
churches in Alberta have attended a D6 
Conference. In 2011, a Sustaining Pastoral 
Excellence (SPE) peer learning group was 
formed to study this text within the context 
of youth ministries. The group very quick-
ly concluded that this is a “whole” church 
topic. Since that time, this SPE group has 
presented its findings to churches through 
congregational meetings, council meet-
ings and Sunday morning teachings.

Don’t delegate your role 
“The key thing I have 

been teaching and preaching 
on,” says deVries, “is that the 
primary influence of spirit-
ual nurturing in the life of a 
child or teen is the home, the 
parents. Although we tend to 
want to relegate this to others 

like youth workers, youth pastors, senior 
pastors and teachers, the reality is that they 
only spend a short time with our children.”

“I realize that this is hard,” he continues. 
“We live in a world where the new normal 
is not 2.5 kids and white picket fence. As 

parents it is so hard to do this on our own.”
DeVries concludes that even though the 

primary influence is the parent or parents, 
we are all called to help in the faith for-
mation of a child. “The CRC has beauti-
fully connected the covenant of baptism 
and the blessings in it to the congregation 
and their responsibility in the promises 
made for that child,” he says. “You see, as 
a Christian body we are all called to in-
vest in the child, to walk alongside him/
her and the parents during the life of the 
child. When I teach this, the words that 
help name it is “social capital,” to have 
many spiritually mature people speaking 
into, investing in the life of a child/teen/
young adult.”

And it does not end at age 18, deVries 
reminds us, nor when our children leave 
for careers, college or university. It is 
lifelong.

De Vries leaves us with one challen-
ging question: “What would our churches 
look like if we took some time each day to 
reflect on what God is reminding us of in 
Deuteronomy 6?”  

A former nurse, hospital chaplain & coun-
sellor, Janet Greidanus lives in Edmonton 

where she now works as a freelance writer.
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Melissa Kuipers D6: More than a conference

D6family.com
If reading this has 
piqued your inter-
est, the next confer-
ence will be held 
in Louisville on 
October 2-3, 2014.

Neurocriminology: 
Seeking biological origins for sin

Biological problems in the brain can lead to 
criminal behaviour, studies have found.

Drs. Les & Leslie Parrott speak at D6 
conference.

mailto:reikelboom@wlu.ca
mailto:reikelboom@wlu.ca
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Vacation
Holiday accomodation in 

Holland with vehicle rentals and tours.   
www.chestnutlane.nl
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Anniversary Obituaries

Clarkson, Ontario                   Whitby, Ontario
1964                 March 7                     2014

John and Leny RustenbuRg
(nee Hoogendam)

Phil. 4:4–8

With gratefulness to God for His faithfulness to 
our parents, we praise God for the 

50th anniversary of John & Leny Rustenburg. 

True to His promises, He has not only provided 
for our family but blessed it abundantly. And 
together we also want to thank our parents for 
their unending love and support to us.

In all things we glorify His Name.

Corina & Gary Oosterhof – Kingston
Courtney, Amanda, Bethany, Garrison

John & Christine Rustenburg – Dundas
John, Chantelle

Tania & Nabil Tadros – Toronto
Rebekah, Matthew

Nicole & John Vandenberg – Dundas
Cassandra, Alyssa, Jesse

It is with deep sadness that we share the news that 

Dr. Harro Van Brummelen
surrounded by his family, passed away on 

Wednesday morning, January 15, 2014, into the presence of God. 
He is now truly home; his faith is sight.

A memorial service for Harro Van Brummelen was held in his home 
church, Willoughby Christian Reformed Church in Langley, BC.

Dr. Harro Van Brummelen was the first appointed staff member (as 
Education Coordinator) of the Society of Christian Schools in BC, serving 
from 1977–1986. After leaving SCSBC, he went on to serve as Dean of 
Education at Trinity Western University for over 25 years, retiring from 
TWU a few years ago. Harro has made an outstanding contribution to 
Christian education in BC and globally over the past 35 years. His teaching and books have shaped a 
generation of Christian educators.

As Dr. Kimberly Franklin, current Dean of TWU’s School of Education wrote, “We have been truly 
blessed by his presence in our lives and the many gifts he has so generously shared with us. Our 
sorrow will always be brightened by the realization that he is alive in Christ and in our hearts. Dr. Van 
Brummelen’s last words to me were about the goodness and mercy of God. I am sure he would want all 
of us to be reminded of God’s goodness and mercy, even today.”

Please be in prayer for his wife, Wilma, children Glen, Tim and Yolanda and their families, as they 
mourn the loss of a husband, father and grandfather.

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. Psalm 116:15

December 21st. 1921     –    February 4th, 2014
Nykerk, The Netherlands            Kemptville, ON

Gerard Vedder
Entered peacefully into rest to be with his Lord 

in his 93rd year.
Beloved husband of Hendrika Vedder.  

Cherished father of:
Janet (John deWinter)
Grace (Peter Geertsema) 
Hetty (Ault VanBokhorst)
Jackie (Peter Ritskes) 
Elisabeth (Brian VandenBerg).

Loved Opa to 14 Grandchildren: 
Elizabeth (Timotheus), Joshua (Sarah), 
Brian (Stephanie), Philip, Krista (Michael), 
Faith (Maurice), Rachel (Mark), Sarah, Tim, 
Jacob (Alexandra), Michael (Jill), Katrina, 
Erika (Ian) and Jeremy. 

Missed by 9 Great-Grandchildren.
 "My only comfort in life and in death 

is that I belong body and soul 
to my faithful Saviour, Jesus Christ."  

Lords Day Q&A #1
Correspondence: Hendrika Vedder

  208 Rideau St. Box 1732
  Kemptville ON  K0G 1J0

John Berkers
16624 Wyton Dr
Thorndale ON

N0M 2P0
519-461-9839

Anke Van Haastert
445897 Gunn's Hill Rd

Woodstock ON
N4S 7V8

519-424-2985

More info: email woodstockdutchtheatre@yahooo.ca
or find us on Facebook.

CRC EXTENSION 
FUND

Your funds will be invested in 
Christian Reformed Church and 

Christian school building projects 
in Canada.

Rates to March 31, 2014
We pay 2.75% 

on CRC deposits.
Earn approx. 3.2% 

on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

 Write:  CRC Extension Fund
  45 Harriet St, 
              Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@
crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207    
Fax:  416-465-6367       

“...serving Christian   Reformed churches 
and Christian schools since  1970"     

Labourer
 
VanMar Constructors ON Inc. is a well-established, highly 
respected midsized General Contractor specializing in 
multi-residential, commercial, institutional and mixed use 
projects. VanMar is currently looking to hire a construc-
tion labourer  for its 9 story 200 unit multi-residential 
project in Richmond Hill, Ont. Employment will be 40+ 
hours a week, no Sunday work will be permitted, and a 
competitive wage will be given to the successful candi-
date.  Term of employment will be for approximately 24 
months. 

The successful candidate will be hardworking, honest, 
self-starter, have some carpentry skills, able to drive a 
skid steer, and be willing to learn new skills on the con-
struction project.  Previous construction experience will 
be an asset. Grade 12 diploma and/or certificate/ticket in 
carpentry or other construction related trade is an asset. 

Submit resume to Tony Gerard via email: 
tonyg@vanmarconstructors.com    

Job Opportunity
For this and other jobs recently advertised in Christian 
Courier, go to our website christiancourier.ca and click 
on the jobs link on the bottom banner.

http://christiancourier.ca
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Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church St.  St. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

Ian H. Russell - Director
 Holly Rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

GARY VAN EYK,  CMA 
Certified Management Accountant 

50 Lakeport Rd. Ste 201 
St. Catharines 
ON L2N 4P7 

Email: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
Bus: 905-646-7331  Fx: 905-646-0951

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
E-mail: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  1 Keefer Road

St. Catharines, Ontario  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
287 Station St.

Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0 
Serving Families 
for 4 Generations

Director:  Thomas C Merritt
Fax 905-957-1371 Ph: 905-957-7031
Website: merritt-fh.com

R. HAALBOOM, Q.C.
Barrister  Solicitor  Notary

Richard Rijk Haalboom, Q.C., B.A., J.D

7 Duke St. West    Ph: 519-579-2920
Suite 304               Fax: 519-576-0471
Kitchener, Ontario  N2H 6N7

E-mail: richard@haalboom.ca

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

Kathie & Brian Bezemer905.570.1119

295 McNab St. N. 
Hamilton, ON
L8L 1K5

For all your 
printing needs.

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     

     Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 

905.957.2599 Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

DUTCH TOKO
European Imports

118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph
519-822-4690

Mountain Plaza Mall, Hamilton
905-383-2981

905-648-4451
Providing personal, professional 

real estate service in the Hamilton 
area for over 35 years.

Email: 
 fredhagen@royallepage.ca

www.fredhagen.ca

Fred Hagen Broker 

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

To help your family AND benefit charity,
contact CSS for a free, confidential visit.

1-800-267-8890 | admin@csservices.ca
www.csservices.ca

Where there’s a Will,
there’s a way...

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lest we forget that 
Life begins at Conception 

Christian Courier

Read, engage, repeat: Get news, clues
and Kingdom views twice a month in the

pages of Christian...

Call Us Find Us Opening
Hours

Coupons Booking
Request

Products

Visit Our Mobile Website
Just scan the QR code below on your phone or type in the URL

http://m.christiancourier.ca

Do you have an ipad 
or iphone?

Get our free mo-
bile app today at 

m.christiancourier.ca
or scan the QR code 
found on our Twitter 

page.
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DEADLINE Christian Courier is 
published on the second and forth 
Mondays of the month.Deadline for 
each issue is 9 a.m. Tues., 13 days 
prior to publication date.
RATES: All personal and family an-
nouncements: $7.00 per square inch. 
Display advertising re. businesses and 
organizations: $8.00 per square inch. 

SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
 e-mail – 
admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail: 2 Aiken St.          
St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8
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Dr. Ryan C. McIlhenny
Associate Professor of History 
and Humanities
Providence Christian College

Wednesday, March 19, 2014

Chapel Address
11:00 a.m.
Redeemer  
Auditorium

Evening Public Lecture
Mystical Pedagogy: 
Education as Religious Experience
7:30 p.m., Executive Dining Hall

For more information visit 
www.redeemer.ca/ARCUlectures
 

and the present

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Feb 23 – Good News CRC, London 25th anniversary. 

10:30 service. Former members & friends wel-
come.

March 9 – Dutch Service will be held in the Ancaster 
Christian Reformed Church at 3:00 p.m. Rev. John 
Zantingh will be preaching.

March 14 – Woodstock Dutch Theatre Group, pres-
ents Gestrand at Market Centre Threatre Wood-
stock, Ont. 8 p.m See ad.

March 15 – Woodstock Dutch Theatre Group, pres-
ents Gestrand at Market Centre Threatre Wood-
stock, Ont. 2:30 and 8 p.m See ad.

March 21 – Woodstock Dutch Theatre Group, pres-
ents Gestrand at London Dutch Canadian Hall, 
London, Ont. 8 p.m. See Ad.

April 22 – Woodstock Dutch Theatre Group, pres-
ents Gestrand at Great Lakes Christian College, 
Beamsville Ont. 2 p.m. Ph: 519-461-9839 or wood-
stockdutchtheatre@yahooo.ca  See ad.

Voyages of Antiquity – Small ship cruise. Istanbul to Athens
July 26–Aug 11 2014   Hosted by Ted Barris. 

  US $4695.00 (incl. air)

Scenic Ireland Bus tour – Merit hosted 12 days
Aug. 14, 2014 $3995.00 (including air, taxes, most meals and tips). 

Rates based on double occupancy, prices per person  

The Board of Christian Studies International 
is delighted to announce that, 

effective February 1, 2014, 

Dr. Harry Fernhout 
has been appointed as the new Executive Director.  

Harry brings a wealth of experience in post-secondary 
Christian Education, having served at both the 
Institute for Christian Studies in Toronto, and 
more recently at The King’s University College in 
Edmonton. He carries a vision for a global engage-

ment that would provide opportunities for well-qualified professors to serve 
in secular settings.  The Board is confident that under the leadership of our 
new Executive Director the work of CSI will be strengthened and its influence 
extended.
Following the retirement of Harro Van Brummelen, Wendy Helleman was able 
to take on the role as Acting Executive Director throughout 2013. She had 
served as faculty member with CSI since 1995. At that time Wendy and her 
husband Adrian were instrumental in establishing the work of CSI in Canada. 

–CSI Press Release

Archived issues of Christian Courier can be found on our website.
christiancourier.ca

Family ads can be accessed by clicking the link on the bottom banner.
Be sure to check us out on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 

We welcome your feedback.

mailto:woodstockdutchtheatre%40yahooo.ca?subject=
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Krista Dam-VandeKuyt
Nearly four years ago, we gathered on a snowy 

day at Ancaster Christian Reformed Church to 
witness and celebrate the wedding of Tim and 
Sharlene bosma, two people wonderfully suited 
for each other. Tim’s name is now a familiar one 
to many as his disappearance and murder last May 
broke our hearts, shocking our church and country. 
Tim bosma was a dear friend, the type of person 
who loved to help others – a legacy that will now 
continue through Tim’s Tribute (timstribute.ca). 
This charity has been set up by Sharlene bosma 
to honour his memory and express her gratitude 
for the outpouring of love and support from her 
church and greater community. 

 “Very few people are recipients of such gener-
osity. I’ve learned that there is very little support 
for families in our situation and I would like to help 
others who are so unfortunate to lose a loved one 
to homicide,” bosma explained. “Tim’s Tribute is 
one way to acknowledge all that others have done 
for me and my daughter, and to say thank you.” 

Shannon O’Callahan, show manager of the 
Hamilton RV Expo at the Careport Centre in 
Hamilton, Ontario approached Sharlene bosma 
with an opportunity to assist in raising funds for 
Tim’s Tribute. O’Callahan, whose brother was 
murdered 25 years ago, appreciates that bosma 
founded this cause to help others in situations like 
theirs, support she feels is much needed. 

The Hamilton RV Expo arranged with Tim’s 
Tribute to offer a promo code on their Facebook 
page that would give show attendees a five dol-
lar discount, and in return the show would donate 
five dollars for each code used to Tim’s Tribute. In 
addition to this, exhibiter Leisure Days RV Centre 
presented bosma with a $2,500 cheque at the 
opening of the show. 

New partnerships
Tim’s Tribute, launched last August, is dedi-

cated to providing support and assistance to the 

families of innocent victims of homicide. It has 
partnered with Christian Stewardship Services 
(csservices.ca) and is working with Victim 
Services to identify those in need. bosma hopes to 
alleviate some of the burden of costs that arise out 
of these times of crisis. 

“For now, we will focus on providing finan-
cial assistance and support for families in the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Area. It is our hope that we 
will eventually be able to expand beyond this re-
gion,” said bosma. With some of the legal and 
administrative aspects of setting up a charity com-
pleted, bosma hopes to begin assisting families of 
innocent victims of homicide in the coming year.  

Tim’s Tribute is working with other Hamilton 
shows to continue in raising funds through the use 
of promo codes. Upcoming partnerships include 
the Hamilton boat Show and the fall Hamilton 
Home show, events that also honour Tim bosma’s 
memory as he loved camping, boating and work-
ing on his own home.

“These are such great events for us, a way to 
thank the community that has helped us through 
this discount and a way to raise funds for Tim’s 
Tribute,” explained Peter Lowe. Lowe managed 
social media and other media communications 
during the week of the search for Tim bosma, and 
he’s continuing in this role. 

“We’re really excited about these new partner-
ships. We have so much on the go and really want 
to spread the word through the Facebook page,” 
said Lowe. Prior to the Hamilton RV expo, Tim’s 
Tribute had raised over $40,000, a great start to 
building Tim’s legacy. To follow Tim’s Tribute, go 
to facebook.com/Tim’sTribute.com.  

Krista is a freelance writer from 
Hamilton, Ont. She works part-time, 

helping her husband Rob in his 
business, and full-time as a mother 

to their two children.
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Space selfies
A tongue-in-cheek New Yorker headline said “Hubble Telescope 

sends back annoying stream of selfies.” Selfie, a self-portrait taken 
with a smartphone, was the Oxford English Dictionary’s Word of 
the Year for 2013. Coined in 2002 by an Australian, selfie has taken 
just over 10 years to spread around the world. Now the trend has 
apparently reached orbit.  

“NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope, whose mission is to capture 
images that help scientists better understand the universe,” The 
New Yorker began, “has instead spent much of the past several 
weeks transmitting an annoying series of self-portraits.

‘NASA has monitored the images sent back by the Hubble since 
1990,’ a rep says, but if it persists in sending back nothing but self-
portraits, NASA would ‘probably stop following it.’

‘The Hubble might think it looks good in these pictures, but 
they’re of no interest to anyone else.’”

Digital dependency
German researchers have developed 

a free smartphone app to measure 
how much time people spend on their 
phones. The app, called Menthal, is part 
of a larger research study on the use 
of cellphones, particularly cellphone 
dependency. 

“If you would like to go on a digit-
al diet, we will provide you with the 
scales,” computer science Professor 
Alexander Markowetz joked. Previous 
studies on cellphone usage are unreli-
able, being based on user self-assess-
ments. This process is different because 
the program itself monitors use, with 
data being sent to a server for analysis. 

Menthal was tested on 50 students 
over a six-week period. A quarter of the subjects spent two hours a 
day on their phone; participants on average activated their phones 
more than 80 times a day, which is roughly once every 12 minutes.

Gift, not threat
While researchers have very real concerns about cellphone ad-

diction, Pope Francis had positive comments for new media in his 
statement for the Catholic Church’s World Communications Day 
January 23.

He described the Internet as a “gift from God” that contributes 
to “the unity of the human family.” His Holiness mentioned the 
drawbacks that come with the constant presence of social media, 
but said that this doesn’t 
justify rejecting new 
media altogether.

“Let our communi-
cation be a balm which 
relieves pain and a fine 
wine which gladdens 
hearts,” he said. “May 
the light we bring to 
others not be the result 
of cosmetics or special 
effects, but rather of our 
being loving and merci-
ful ‘neighbours’ to those wounded and left on the side of the road.

“The revolution taking place in communications media and 
in information technologies represents a great and thrilling chal-
lenge,” the 77-year-old concluded. “May we respond to that chal-
lenge with fresh energy and imagination as we seek to share with 
others the beauty of God.”

Angela Reitsma Bick

Tim’s Tribute: Building a legacy to help others

Sharlene Bosma and Michelle DenBok, Tim’s sister, with Hamilton RV Expo managers and Leisure Days 
RV Centre representatives.

How much time do 
you spend with your 
phone? 

The Pope sees new media as a vehicle 
for the gospel. 

http://www.timstribute.ca
http://www.csservices.ca
http://www.facebook.com/Tim'sTribute.com

