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News. Clues. Kingdom views. 

Jennifer Henry
Her name was Ethel and she 

said it a number of times: “I want 
you to remember him – Michael 
Antoine.” Her testimony was dev-
astating, about herself, her own 
experiences, but also those of her 
young brother, 12 years old, and 
how he had died in hospital after 
being beaten at residential school. 
I know I will never forget him.

That is what this Truth and 
Reconciliation process is about – 
truth and memory. A truth about 
our country that is still relatively 
unknown, but one that must be 
revealed and remembered if we 
are to move forward as a nation in 
honesty and respect.

The seventh and final National 
Event of the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission (TRC) was held 
in Edmonton, March 27 to 30, 
2014. The TRC was created to ad-
dress the grim reality of the Indian 
Residential School system. Over a 
130-year span, more than 150,000 
Indigenous children attended 
boarding schools funded by the 
government and run by churches. 
Isolated from their families and 
communities, many children suf-
fered physical, psychological and 
sexual abuse and were often prohib-
ited from speaking their languages 
or expressing their culture.

The schools were part of an of-
ficial national policy of assimila-

Listen, 
remember, 
change . . .
Reflection on the TRC 
in Edmonton

tion. The Statement of Apology de-
livered by Prime Minister Harper 
on June 11, 2008 confirmed this 
intent: “Two primary objectives 
of the Residential Schools system 

were to remove and isolate children 
from the influence of their homes, 
families, traditions and cultures, 
and to assimilate them into the 
dominant culture.”

In Edmonton, survivors like 
Ethel gave direct testimony of their 
traumatic experiences while others 
spoke to the destructive impact of 
inter-generational loss and pain. As 

with all TRC National and Com-
munity Events, the testimony was 
heart wrenching. Perhaps most dif-
ficult were the stories of what sur-

Tyler Struyk
“Reconciliation is about restor-

ing respectful relationships,” Truth 
and Reconciliation commissioner 
(TRC) and former MP Wilton Lit-
tlechild told a King’s University 
College class in March. “But more 
than that, it is also about strengthen-
ing the existing relationships. For 
this is not just an aboriginal story. It 
is a Canadian one.” 

Days later this was played out 
at the Shaw Conference Centre in 
Edmonton at the final of seven TRC 
conferences that have taken place 
since 2010. Thousands of people, 
indigenous and non-indigenous 
alike, flooded to the conference to 
tell and to hear tragic stories from 
victims of residential schools and 

One day at the TRC: A Christian student’s experience

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2
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Reps from the CRC's Classis Edmonton make an expression of reconciliation. The Bentwood Box, made from a single piece of steamed and bent red 
cedar, commemorates healing.

Students had a unique assignment: decorate a wooden tile and attach it to a card for a residential school survivor. 
Cathy Moses and Joe Ratfat accept Karen Roseboom’s card (l). Isabel Poitras receives a card from Wes Verbeek (r). 
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vivors did to escape the pain, and how this could sometimes 
include hurting the people they loved most.

Christians and colonization 
And yet, alongside this deep grief, consistently and 

impossibly present, was a tangible sense of hope. I found 
hope in the incredible courage of people who choose to 
remember the very things they want to forget. I saw hope 
in the ways that people survived incredible suffering, 
displaying inconceivable resilience. Hope showed itself 
in the fact that against all odds Indigenous peoples have 
preserved or recovered languages, cultures and traditions 
and “thriving” has replaced “survival” as a personal and 
community expectation.

Early events in this process involved only those churches 
who ran the schools: Anglican, Presbyterian, United 
and Roman Catholic. In different ways, all have offered 
their form of confession, making apologies for the particu-
lar way their church collaborated in this disastrous project.

However, as the 
process has unfolded, 
m o r e  a n d  m o r e 
churches have become 
involved, understand-
ing their place in the 

broader process of colonization in which the schools were 
one part. Churches across the range of denominations have 
begun to acknowledge that colonization, so often advanced 
in the name of Christ, was spread through missionaries 
of various denominations, many also intent on remaking 
Indigenous peoples in the European image.

The TRC was created to reveal the truth. And it is surely 
a bitter one, but it sits beside another truth. This policy to 
erase the identity and diverse cultures of Canada’s origi-
nal peoples left virtually no family, community or nation 

untouched. But ultimately it failed. The truth of this Truth 
and Reconciliation process is that Indigenous nations, in 
their diversity, refuse to be erased from Canada’s story.

Equity must follow apology
From the National Events I have learned that the past, 

present and future are connected. An honest assessment 
of our history is required to deal with the injustices of 
our present and to open possibilities for a shared future. 
Whether it is the continued reality of missing and murdered 
Indigenous women, boil water advisories or deficiencies 
in First Nations’ education, current discrimination and 
inequities threaten to undermine words offered in apology.

Alongside truth, it is the role of the TRC to foster habits, 
practices and processes of reconciliation. Into this work, the 
churches have been called and, in gestures of reconciliation 
offered at the Edmonton National Event, the nature of their 
response is revealed. Commitments to support healing, to 
further education, to respect spiritualties and practices, to 

foster connection across communities and to fight racism 
and advance justice for Indigenous peoples – all of these 
things form parts of the church’s stated goals for a shared 
future.

While the final National Event has come to an end, the 
process is far from complete. The truth will continue to be 
revealed, including the truth about Indigenous wisdom that 
Canada tried to obscure. We need Indigenous cultures and 
traditions to complete Canada. We need Indigenous world-
views to help us deal with complex national dilemmas, 
such as the ecological crisis, that dominant worldviews 
seem unable to address. For this there is still much listen-
ing to be done.

and reconciliation is still tentative. What I find most 
hopeful is how so many Indigenous peoples continue to of-
fer welcome and to claim that our future is a shared journey 
of living into the ancestors’ original visions of mutuality. 
We are all treaty people, and it is possible to realize shared 
responsibility through honesty and respect. It’s a humbling 
invitation. Churches could be essential leaders in Canadian 
society in modeling a renewal of treaties and genuine ac-
ceptance of the original invitation to shared responsibility.

Reconciliation will not be accomplished by the time 
the Commission mandate wraps up in June 2015. But it 
has begun. Each Canadian can contribute to the renewal 
of our country in justice and reconciliation. If we listen, 
remember and change, a shared and hopeful future may 
just be possible. 

Jennifer Henry has been a social justice 
advocate for Canadian churches for over 

20 years working in areas of economic 
justice, social policy, international hu-

man rights and Indigenous rights. She is 
currently Executive Director of KAIROS: 
Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives. 

the ensuing intergenerational trauma. Accounts of abuse, 
rape, addiction, suicide and violence punctuated the con-
ference, striking the core of many of the attendees as 
evidenced by their tears and wails of pain and sorrow. The 
resilience and courage of the Indigenous people, however, 
epitomized the TRC. The affirmation of Indigenous culture 
through song, dance, ceremony and teaching displayed the 
willingness of Canadians to embrace a historical legacy that 
residential schools and the broader policy of assimilation 
attempted to eliminate. To quote one of the victims: “They 
tried to kill the Indian in the child. But they failed.” 

Seeking and seeing God 
all first, second and third year students of The King’s 

University College, as well as many of its seniors, faculty 
and staff, attended the Honourary Witness Talking Circle 
on Friday. We saw CBC radio host Shelagh Rogers inter-
view these witnesses, including former Governor General 
Michaëlle Jean. The witnesses struggled with the question 
– how does the heart prepare for reconciliation and how is 
that reconciliation played out? As one of the panelists put 
it, we need the “centrality of the Creator” for both truth 
and reconciliation. Archbishop Richard Smith reiterated 
this by describing what the heart needs for reconciliation: 
“the workings of God’s love, mercy and grace, and the 
listening for truth.” 

Elsewhere, many victims shared stories in the model of 
traditional Indigenous sharing circles. These stories were a 
mixture of suffering and hope as residential school survivors 
revealed anger and sorrow, fortitude and joy. One woman 
proudly stated that “I still speak my native tongue. Cree.” 
When the speaker fell silent a peaceful silence pervaded the 
room. It was as if I could feel the people around me coming to 

terms with the gift of vulnerability these testimonies offered.

Known by name 
In residential schools, indigenous people were given 

numbers in place of names. Not so at the TRC. at a another 
session, dozens of brave men and women walked onto the 
stage to give their stories across from commissioner Chief 
Justice Murray Sinclair. Some had been beaten and raped, 
others developed addictions. Their stories were varied, 
but every person who spoke in that segment gave thanks – 
thanks to the Creator, to the commissioners, to the people 
gathered there. The speakers, moreover, were not merely 
broken people; they were actors, poets, leaders, teachers, 
elders. The crowd hung on to every word. Reconciliation. 

For King’s students, the day concluded with an inter-
faith panel on the history of colonialism and on the deeper 
concepts of truth and forgiveness. The discussion pivoted 
around a question that Roger Epp, the Christian representa-
tive, brought up: “Who is my neighbour?” The panel, which 

included an Indigenous spiritualist, a Sikh, a Muslim, a 
Buddhist and a Christian, concluded that reconciliation is 
the responsibility of all in a world where all are neighbours, 
connected through our very humanness. 

Seeing these men and women of different faith and ethnic 
backgrounds interact in understanding and respect was for 
me a microcosmic example of what reconciliation should 
look like. It is fitting, then, that the theme of this event was 
“wisdom,” one of the seven pillars of Indigenous teaching. 
As the TRC hearings draw to a close next June, this embodied 
wisdom must set an example for the process of truth telling 
and reconciliation in Canada’s future. 

Tyler was born and raised in Northwestern 
B.C., where he became familiar with the 

people and cultures of the Nisga’a, Tsim-
shian and Gitsxan First Nations. He attends 

Terrace CRC and studies in the Politics-
History-Economics program at The King’s 

University College in Edmonton, Alta.

We need Indigenous 
cultures and traditions 
to complete Canada.

One day at the TRC continued

SaRa STRaTToN/KaIRoSIndigenous drummers and singers at the TRC.

Participants realized the importance of understanding history. Former GG Michaelle Jean chats with two Kings’ students. 

Listen, remember, change continued
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“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1).

The winter across most of Canada has been long and, for many of 
us, too cold. Last month it was reported that in the much colder, drier 
weather of the Antarctic (where the clear, cold air is less turbulent than 
elsewhere), a telescope called BICEP2 has provided the first experi-
mental evidence that the universe showed very, very fast (faster than the 

speed of light) expansion at its very beginning. Inflation theory, as it’s known, has been 
the best way to explain how the Big Bang (a massive explosion which started the universe 
about 14 billion years ago) led to the current cosmos. Inflation theory suggests that 
a rapid expansion occurred immediately after the Big Bang. The evidence found via 
BICEP2, then, is being touted as proof for the inflation theory of the universe’s origin. 

until these findings were reported on March 17th, scientists had no experimental 
evidence for inflation; it was only the best theory. Scientists have long seen the cosmic 
microwave background radiation everywhere in the sky. This background radiation is 
almost the same in all directions, suggesting it is a consequence of the universe being 
a single point at some time in the distant past. But for this Big Bang to have resulted 
in the current universe is not straight-forward. It requires that at the beginning there 
was a massive expansion, moving faster than the speed of light, from very small to 
something much larger. This rapid expansion is called inflation, and up to now there 
has been no direct evidence supporting its occurrence.

But the inflation theory suggests that a particular rippling pattern should be evident 
in the microwave background radiation. The telescope at the South Pole found the 
predicted rippling pattern in the background radiation. These ripples, now evident in 
the background radiation, were responsible for the occurrence of galaxies and stars. 
Without, and before, the ripples the universe would be homogeneous (formless and 
empty as described in Genesis 1:2) and matter would not have come together to form 
the world as we know it.

While they announced their finding last month, the team of scientists has spent the 
last two years checking its findings for possible mistakes and bad data. Thus it ap-
pears that we now have the first direct evidence for a key part of the inflation theory, 
allowing us to develop further this scientific explanation of how the universe 
was created (but take note that how does not speak to who).

In the beginning
What I like about the Big Bang is that it allows for an origin for creation. For 

Christians, the fact that the universe has an origin is consistent with our belief 
that God created the cosmos. If the universe had no beginning, its creation by 
God would be more difficult to explain. 

We know by faith that God both created the universe and sustains it continu-
ously. The gift of God’s Son tells us in no uncertain terms that he did not wind 
up the cosmos like a clock and simply let it run. He loves and is constantly 
involved in his world. We also acknowledge that God did not simply modify 
an existing universe but rather that it had its origin in him. Thus the evidence 
for a starting point to creation is a strong support for the action of God. 

Simply saying the universe had a beginning does not in any way prove the 
existence of a creator. Non-believers say that postulating a creator God because 
of the Big Bang is no better than saying we do not know what caused the Big 
Bang. But if the evidence had, as scientists believed in the past, led to the 
suggestion that there was no beginning to the creation – it was eternal – then 

it would have been inconsistent with God creating the universe at some point in time. 
We can be thankful to God that in the general revelation, out of the cold in the Antarc-

tic, we can find evidence that reinforces the first words of his special revelation, “In the 
beginning! . . . ” It is not always so easy to see the connection between these two books of 
God. When science and Gospel tell the same message, we can be prayerfully thankful.  

Rudy Eikelboom (reikelboom@wlu.ca), who as a city boy is constantly amazed at the 
glory of the stars visible in the country – a result of the ripples – is a member of the 

Waterloo CRC and Chair of the Psychology Department at Wilfrid Laurier University.

Scientists prove ‘inflation theory,’ which points to a Creator
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Bert Witvoet
The sermon was on Philippians 2:1-11. It’s one of my favourite passages in the Bible. The 

preacher did an excellent job of pointing out that, if we want to have the same mindset that mo-
tivated Christ, we need to adopt humility as our primary mode for living. Christ set the pattern 
when he emptied himself, made himself nothing, and took on the nature of a slave. 

After the service I commented to the preacher that the passage he had chosen was one of my 
favourite. We then briefly reflected on the amazing fact that Jesus had lowered himself to the 

status of a human being, a slave even, and that he, although “being in very nature God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be used to his own advantage.” I drew the conclusion that this meant that Jesus, through-
out his life on earth, never made use of the powers that were at his disposal by virtue of his divine nature. The 
pastor demurred. “Well,” he offered, “he did use those powers when he performed his miracles.”

I was a bit surprised to hear a pastor steeped in biblical knowledge say that. I knew that many Christians think 
that way. And I myself grew up in that understanding of who Jesus was and how he acted when he lived on earth. 
It’s a common belief. We have a hard time thinking that Jesus performed his miracles as a human being without 
resorting to his powers as a bona fide member of the Trinity. I certainly did. But I changed my mind about that 
some 20 years ago through my study of Scripture. 

It started when I focused on what happened to Jesus when he was baptized by 
John and when the Holy Spirit visibly descended on him. It was that event that 
began his ministry, even though we may assume that he was not without the pres-
ence of the Spirit in his life from the beginning in Mary’s womb. (Isa. 11:1-5 lays 
out the plot of his human mission.) In order for Jesus to be able to preach and 
heal he needed to be anointed with the Holy Spirit. In that power, and through a 
lot of faith nurtured by constant prayer, he, who was like us human beings in all 
things, sin excepted, could make the blind see and the lame walk. And he told his 
disciples that they could perform even greater miracles than he had.

I also began to realize more and more that Jesus’ knowledge was limited. He did 
not know, for example, when the end times would come, nor did the angels know; 
only the Father knew (See Matt. 24:36). In other words, Jesus lived by faith and 
not by sight, just like we his fellow human beings must live by faith. Like Jesus, 
we need the indwelling of the Holy Spirit to be able to live a life of obedience.

A crucial point
Perhaps you, reader, think that this is a small matter and does not deserve to 

be raised in an editorial. So what if we believe that Jesus used his divine pow-
ers to perform miracles. The main thing is that we believe that he is our Lord 
and Saviour who suffered and died for our salvation, right?

I may be mistaken, but I do think that understanding that whatever Jesus did 
as a full member of the human race, without exploiting his divine powers, is 
rather crucial to understanding God’s way with us. Jesus did say at the time of his arrest that if he wanted to he 
could demand the assistance of 12 legions of angels to defend him. But the reality is that he did not do that. 

Yes, Jesus is the Son of God, no doubt about that. But in order to rescue us and the rest of creation, he agreed 
to enter into full solidarity with us human beings so that he could take our place on the cross, and die the death we 
could not survive. To realize that is to understand more deeply how great the sacrifice that he made was. Jesus did 

James Dekker
Let me pick up where Bert Witvoet left 

off. So, the mind of Christ becomes the 
mind of the mensch! Not a bad idea and, in 
fact, a mighty good one in the way Bert only 
begins to expand on it.

But how can we be mensch with the 
mind of Christ? In fact, can we be such persons at all? Bert 
claims we can, but that “we need to adopt humility as our 
primary mode for living.” Thus, Bert leads us in this interest-
ing direction: for us to be like Christ we must have “a lot of 
faith nurtured by constant prayer” and be “anointed with the 
Holy Spirit” like Christ was. That is the only way to be a real 
human, to have that mysterious, elusive “mind of Christ,” to 
live like Jesus.

How does that happen in jars of clay 
like us? Bert says that with the “indwell-
ing of the Holy Spirit” Jesus experienced, 
we too can live a life of humble, grateful 
obedience. Jesus received that indwell-
ing most dramatically and vividly at his 
baptism when the heavens opened and the 
Spirit descended like a dove on him. 

What Bert doesn’t say explicitly is 
how that indwelling occurs in us. Here’s 
how I believe that happens: Our baptisms 
“in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit” mark the spiritual 
moments in time and eternity that the 
Spirit begins to take up residence in our 
hearts, souls, bodies and spirits.   

Which is one of the most astonishing 
and daunting things that has ever hap-
pened to me. First of all, I didn’t know 
it consciously when it happened, since 
I was a little gaffer of barely a month. 
Secondly, until I was in my late twenties, 
married, twice a father, nearly a seminary 

graduate heading to Latin America with family in tow, I had 
not really reflected deeply on that fearsome gift of God’s, of 
Christ’s Holy Spirit in ME. 

Yet because I believe the mystery of the sacrament of bap-
tism, I have to admit that the Holy Spirit was indeed living in 
me, even though I wasn’t often providing much of a home. It 
is worth noting here that we can sadly take the Spirit’s habi-
tation in us for granted. Regardless, the Spirit still lives, ly-
ing dormant not so much because of our alleged freedom of 
will, but more by his sheer stubbornness. But if our prayers 
and devotion do let that hibernating bear of a Spirit out, then 
life is different not necessarily fun, but better withal.

Humble, hopeful living
Something like that happened to me in my final year in 

seminary. Largely unwittingly at first, I followed the holy 
Spirit’s nudge and chose for my senior research paper topic 
the six near-gothic spiritual novels of Charles Williams. (The 
best known are War in Heaven, The Place of the Lion and 
Descent into Hell.) Depicting spiritual warfare in graphic 
scenes with frightening human and demonic characters bat-
tling each other, Williams opened my eyes and spirit in the 
summer of 1976 to what Christian living might well entail. 

His imperfect heroes suffer, trip, stumble, fall and are of-
ten spiritually weak and blind. Yet there come moments in all 
the novels when Williams’ protagonists awaken to how small 
and powerless they are. In crises they begin to recognize 
their baptismal Holy Spirit gift breaking through the deep 
frost of their conscious lives like the imperturbable daffodils 
finally sprouting in my garden after this endless winter. Then 
those characters begin to live truly for the first time. happy 

Ecce homo: behold the mensch The mind of the mensch

not “cheat,” so to speak, when he endured his unimagi-
nable suffering by resorting to his god-like strength. 
No, he took it on the chin, “like a man,” the kind of 
“man” we could not be. Pilate’s words, “ecce homo,” 
were more profound than he himself realized.

a second benefit of stressing Christ’s full humanity 
in his whole ministry without denying his divine status 
is that this way we affirm the importance of our own 
humanity. God does not expect us to be super heroes or 
little gods in our efforts to realize our potential. He wants 
us to be as fully human as possible. He made us in his 
own image, and expects us to live out our humanity in 
the fullest way possible. Of course, sin has in many ways 
handicapped us as we bump into all kinds of spiritual 
dead ends. But with the help of the Holy Spirit and 
through a lot of prayer, the Father restores us to a better 
way of being his image bearers. For that we need the 
mind and heart of Christ, as Philippians 2 reminds us: a 
humble, honest, forgiving, empathetic, courageous ser-
vant heart. Christ showed the way. He who lived by faith 
and not by sight leads on. He tells us: Be a mensch! 

Bert Witvoet (bert.witvoet@sympatico.ca) 
questions the sentiment expressed in: “I’m only 

human you know,” when the speaker acknowledges 
a character flaw. A more honest statement would be: 

“I’m only a miserable sinner, you know.”

Jesus needed anointing before his ministry could begin. 
(Artist: Ha Jin).

mailto:bert.witvoet@sympatico.ca
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Pastor Koops baptized me and taught 
me the catechism. As a recipient of his 
“preach the word faithfully and get to 
know your people” philosophy of minis-
try (“Pastor, know your flock,” Feb. 24), 
I can testify to its effectiveness. Now, as a 
minister myself, I find wisdom in this ap-
proach. My most fulfilling months in min-
istry have been filled with pastoral visits. 
And when I don’t visit, I feel disconnected. 
However, this philosophy of ministry is de-
pendent on there actually being Christians 
in your community. A Christ-centred gospel 
message is only powerful if people are listen-
ing; a home visit is only effective if people 

will let you in the front door. Thankfully, 
there are still plenty of parishioners who de-
sire to hear God’s Word and who will allow 
me into their living rooms. But those people 
are getting older and there isn’t a large group 
following them who will replace them. In 20 
years, who will listen to my gospel messages? 
Who will I visit? 

I don’t despair what is happening, but I 
do wonder how I might need to change my 
philosophy of ministry to meet the needs 
of Canada’s changing culture. What would 
you do if you were a young minister today?

David Salverda
Victoria, B.C.

In the recent article “Permission to talk: 
Reconnecting fractured flocks” (Feb. 24), 
the author refers to a crisis in the denomi-
nation due to pastor/church separations 
under Church Order Articles 14 and 17. The 
question that arises is whether the writer is 
creating a crisis where none exists, even 
though these occurrences do raise concerns. 
The question is whether it is necessary to 
hang the article on this matter, especially 
in the light of the other key issues being 
addressed affecting both the CRCNa and 
the church in North america.

Article 14 deals with circumstances where 
a pastor decides to join a ministry in another 
denomination, or enter a non-ministry voca-
tion; for example, they’ve decided that they 
are being called elsewhere or they are in the 
wrong career. Over 10 years that comes down 
to 1 – 3 individuals per year spread over ap-
proximately 1,100 churches (Yearbook 2012). 
From a Human Resources perspective, as-
suming one pastor per church, a turnover rate 
of 0.0009 – 0.0027 is not a crisis.

Article 17 deals with situations where a 

pastor is “neither eligible for retirement nor 
worthy of discipline.” These temporary, or 
permanent, employment separations may 
occur for a number different and unrelated 
reasons, such as health problems, work per-
formance issues, workplace environmental 
problems and so on. Over 10 years that 
comes down to 2.5 – 14.6 individuals per 
year or a turnover rate of 0.0022 – 0.0132 
per congregation. 

again the number is not significant in 
overall terms, though the impact on the wel-
fare and wellbeing of the affected pastors is 
a matter of concern for the Body of Christ.

Where the article could do with some 
balance is the impact of pastor/church 
severances on the welfare and wellbeing 
of congregations as articulated in “Pastor, 
know your flock” (Feb. 24). If congrega-
tions average 230 members per church, this 
comes to 575 – 3,358 people per year, even 
if not all severances are related to work 
performance problems. 

Lubbert van der Laan
Abbotsford, B.C.

Pastoring a scattered flock

What counts as a crisis?

Healthy churches enact 
practical graceCC used as a mentoring tool

endings? None. hopeful endings? all of them. 
Which brings me back to that elusive mind of Christ. I too had long thought that 

Jesus dipped into his divine powers to do those miracles. I guess, though, that the point 
is moot; maybe it even splits hairs about the extent of Jesus’ humanity-divinity. What is 
the point, though, is that the Holy Spirit, who guided Jesus in Gethsemane, in Pilate’s 
and Herod’s courts, on the cross and even to the grave, and who lived in Charles 
Williams’ protagonists, is the same One who lives in all baptized people, whether we 
recognize that in our teens, late twenties or right before the moment of death. 

What is utterly breath-taking, nearly incredible (but for me most of the time em-
braced with hope and reverential fear) is that the Spirit is always in me, in all of us 
baptized people. And that Spirit does work miracles in and through us, miracles, which 
I believe are always divine in origin, if not concretely and empirically traceable. What 
kind of miracles? How about the miracle of believing that Jesus did die and returned to 
a new life a short three days later – some of them spent in some way in hell. 

Jesus went through hell for people like us so we can begin to live humbly, boldly, 
hopefully, not necessarily to do powerful miracles as even his often hapless disciples 
did, but at least to live the miracle of bringing a few pinpricks of light into the darkness 
of the world – until that day, unknown even to the mensch Jesus, when all is light, all is 
new, even for menschen like us. 

James Dekker (jcdekker48@gmail.com) is a retired 
missionary and pastor who lives in St. Catharines, Ontario.

Hi Peter and a whole bunch of other 
people:

I want to thank you for your excellent 
letter of Feb. 24, 2013, encouraging me 
as a CRC pastor to subscribe to Christian 
Courier. I think you are correct in your 
claims and in being bold. 

(a) I think CC tackles important sub-
jects and tackles them well. The writing is 
thoughtful and of good quality.  

(b) Indeed, I’m mentoring some lay 
people in my congregation to become 
preachers and will encourage them to sub-
scribe to CC (in fact, if our application for 
some funding is successful, they will each 
receive CC for a year).  

(c) The reason I’m encouraging these 
folk to read CC is because prior to my go-
ing Calvin Seminary, CC was formative 
for me in understanding the Reformed 
tradition. CC helped me arrive at seminary 
prepared. Hats off to you for consistently 
providing this good resource for so many 
years.

Dave Vroege
halifax, N.S.

I have been reading, with interest, re-
cent Christian Courier articles relating to 
congregational health and pastor/church 
relationships. Years ago, Dr. Edwin Fried-
man, paraphrasing an Episcopal priest, 
said, “The Clergy collar is the screen upon 
which parishioners show home movies.” 
As congregational communities – both 
parishioners and pastors/staff – increasing 
our capacities and skills for fielding anxiety 
needs to be a priority. At the same time we 
need to take greater individual responsibil-
ity for our own functioning. 

I am convinced that the key starting 
point lies in God’s grace both as a theo-
logical concept and, equally, as an everyday 
practice and attitude toward one another. 
Applying grace is neither as automatic as 
we might think nor as easy as we might 
hope. Instead, practical grace – grace ap-
plied – involves intentional decisions and 
developed skills that take time, effort and 
dedication on the part of every one of us. 

Pastor Martin Vellekoop
Houston, B.C.

The mind of the mensch continued

mailto:subscriptions%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
http://www.christiancourier.ca
mailto:ads%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
mailto:subscriptions%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
mailto:jcdekker48@gmail.com


PAGE 6 ChRISTIaN CouRIER

News 

GRaND RaPIDS, Michigan (CRCNa/CalvinCollege) – 
Calvin College senior Dan Van Noord has discovered what is 
known as a sub-dwarf binary star. In the world of astronomy, 
that is akin to winning the lottery. Out of estimated 100 bil-
lion stars in the galaxy, it is thought that only one million of 
them are sub-dwarf B’s. 

Van Noord explains, “It consists of two stars: one is a very 
cool, small star, about a tenth the mass of our sun, and the 
other is about a quarter radius of our sun, but three or four 
times hotter and made of helium instead of hydrogen. The 
system is extremely unusual. Sub-dwarf B’s are incredibly 
rare. And this one was extra special because it has a 95-min-
ute orbital period. It takes 365 days for the Earth to go around 
the sun; these are two stars going around each other every 
95 minutes.” That orbital period makes this sub-dwarf the 
fastest one known in the universe. 

Van Noord’s find was announced last year at the Re-
gional Binary Star Conference at Michigan State University, 

but since then he has 
been working with an 
international team of 
astronomers to study 
the properties of “his” 
sub-dwarf B. “I’m 
currently leading the 
team to study it,” Van 
Noord said.

The team has data 
from the SOAR tele-
scope in Chile and an-
other team of people 
from South Carolina 
and Germany work-
ing on a model of the 
star. “We’re hoping to 
have a paper out by the end of the summer summarizing 

this discovery and its orbital properties,” says Van Noord.
While a student at Calvin, Van Noord has developed a 

computer program that tracks binary stars from archived data 
at Calvin College. “It reads in a set of images, say 50 weeks 
ago for the course of a night, maps all the stars and all of the 
images, and finds out how they changed over the course of 
the night,” Van Noord explains. “Most of the changes are 
because the atmosphere has changed: there [are] different 
amounts of clouds, or light from the moon, or light pollution 
or an airplane flying in front of our telescope. So by getting 
rid of those changes, we’re able to look for changes that 
happen in the stars themselves.”

The software has made the process considerably faster. 
About 3,000 times faster, in fact. “Using the old [method] they 
found about 30 variable stars in 2008-2011,” he said. “In the 
first month of program testing I’ve found 30 additional ones, 
and since then we’ve well passed 200 now and are almost to 
300 variable stars that we’ve discovered here.” 

(Christian Post) – The group called Faith Driven Con-
sumer has launched an #OpenZilla campaign on Twitter in 
response to the recent forced resignation of Mozilla CEO 
Brendan Eich, whose $1,000 donation in 2008 for Califor-
nia’s Proposition 8 supporting traditional marriage caused an 
uproar. The software company’s treatment of Eich resulted in 
thousands of complaints to Mozilla and thousands of people 
uninstalling Mozilla’s Firefox browser and Thunderbird mail 
program from their computers in protest. 

Ironically, Eich is a co-founder 
of Mozilla. He also invented Ja-
vaScript, a now universally used 
computer programming language 
built into web browsers and allow-
ing websites to be interactive.

Faith Driven Consumer exists to 
“connect Christian consumers with 

faith-compatible companies.” The #OpenZilla campaign 
“seeks to ensure the software company expresses inclusive-
ness and respect toward its religious employees who may 
oppose same-sex marriage,” says the group. It has requested 
the Silicon Valley-based software company to provide clari-
fication on its diversity policy in order to ensure employees 
will not be discriminated against for their religious beliefs. 

The purpose of its #OpenZilla campaign is “to encourage 
a company famous for open source solutions and inclusive-
ness to extend openness, tolerance and respect to those who 
hold a biblically-based view of marriage,” said the group.

Chris Stone, a certified brand strategist and founder of 
Faith Driven Consumer, said, “While the firestorm sur-
rounding Mozilla’s recent actions has focused largely on the 
company’s former CEO, we remain deeply concerned about 
faith-driven employees at the company as well as those who 
may apply to work there.”

Stone continued, “In the short-term, we are concerned 
about the rights of employees to continue to hold to their 
personal biblical views on marriage without being discrimi-
nated against or bullied. In the long-term, we are troubled 
by LGBT (lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender) advocates who 
are calling for a ‘glass ceiling’ for faith-driven employees, 
suggesting that companies may hire such people but should 
not allow these employees to assume leadership roles if they 
hold a biblical view of marriage.”

Stone called the recent events “troubling.” They “raise 
serious questions about the commitment by many members 
of the LGBT community to practice what they preach.” He 
concluded, “As LGBT activists ask us to tolerate and respect 
their viewpoints on one hand, many are advocating – on 
the other hand – for intolerance, discrimination and bully-
ing toward people of faith, people who an essential part of 
America’s rich rainbow of diversity.”  

Consumer group’s campaign wants tolerance for Mozilla’s Christian employees

Calvin College student discovers dwarf star, creates computer program for search

KIEV, ukraine (CRCNa) – against the background 
of the dramatic and difficult developments in ukraine, 
Valentina, a patient at an oncological clinic in Kiev, had 
been listening to Christian radio. As a result, she asked 
a team member from Back to God Ministries Interna-
tional (BTGMI) to visit her. BTGMI is the media ministry 
of the Christian Reformed Church.

The state-run, cancer-care clinic where Valentina is 
getting treatment is considered to be one of the best in 
Ukraine, and draws patients from the far regions of the 
country. Often, families spend everything they have so a 
loved one can be admitted to the clinic. As a result, they 
don’t have money to visit very often. That leaves many 
patients feeling very lonely.

Lika is a BTGMI staffer based in Kiev who was happy 
to respond to Valentina’s request for a visit. When Lika ar-
rived at the clinic she discovered that there were six female 
patients in Valentina’s overcrowded ward – plus one more 
visitor, the husband of one of the patients.

So as not to disturb the others, Valentina and Lika spoke 
very softly. Valentina whispered that she was unsure of her 
relationship with God. She wanted to know more about sal-
vation in Jesus Christ. So Lika explained the gospel to her.

Openness to the gospel
“I shared my own testimony and how my believing 

grandmother was healed from deadly cancer,” said Lika. 
“Then I invited Valentina to pray for salvation.” 

As they closed their eyes to pray, Lika was surprised 
to hear another voice ask, “Excuse me, may I pray with 
you, too?” And then another patient, who had overheard 
the conversation about faith, asked to join the prayer. Lika 
welcomed her to pray with them, but before those three 
could start praying, other women began pleading: “We 
want to pray, too.” Everyone in the room, including the 
male visitor, wanted to pray.

“The ladies whose beds were farther away said that they 
couldn’t hear the gospel presentation clearly and asked me 
to repeat it,” said Lika. So she did. “As I prayed, I felt a 
special leading of the Spirit. I asked for God’s forgiveness 
in Jesus Christ, for his healing of our souls and bodies.”

When the prayer concluded, most of the women were 
crying. Overwhelmed with the power of God’s presence, 
Lika also had tears in her eyes. “I was moved by how God 
works even in those very difficult circumstances.”

After the visit, the doctors at the clinic were so excited 
about this initiative that they asked Lika to organize a Chris-
tian visit for all female patients on March 8. In Ukraine that 
is “a special holiday when we celebrate the role of women 
in our lives, families and communities,” explained BTGMI 
Russian ministry leader Rev. Sergei Sosedkin.

Lika and several other Christian women gladly visited 
again on that holiday. Some local churches and sponsors 
got involved to donate funds for flowers and other gifts for 
the patients. Lika’s group had a chance to openly present 
the gospel. As a result, more than 80 people prayed the 

prayer of repentance – not just patients, but some visitors 
and nurses, as well.

“The recent world events, or even our personal devel-
opments, might be disturbing,” said Pastor Sosedkin. “We 
don’t know what the future holds. But we can be assured 
that God rules even in the midst of the most tragic circum-
stances. God is our refuge. He personally participates in 
our suffering. he finds and saves us.”

Sosedkin is asking North american Christians to sup-
port BTGMI and to “pray for our staff, partners and volun-
teers there. Mostly, pray that the people of Ukraine might 
find peace and comfort in the beautiful name of Jesus.”

BTGMI reaches people in ukraine through TV and 
radio broadcasts, online ministries, Christian conferences, 
follow-up and personal evangelism. 

An unexpected spiritual harvest in Ukrainian cancer ward

Van Noord’s find is incredibly rare. 

Eich co-founded Mozilla.

Lika shares the gospel through prayer in a Kiev cancer clinic.
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VaTICaN CITY (LNC) – Pope Francis 
issued a strong condemnation of abortion 
earlier this month, calling abortion an “abomi-
nable crime.” He also thanked pro-life activ-
ists for “promoting and defending human life 
from its conception.”

Speaking before the Italian pro-life group 
Movimento per la Vita, Pope Francis empha-
sized that “life is the central human right.” 
Francis said every civil right is based on the 
“first and most fundamental right, the right to 
life, which is not subordinate to any other.”

“We know human life is sacred and in-
violable,” the Pope said. “Every civil law 
is based on the recognition of the first and 
fundamental right, that to life, which is not 
subject to any conditions, neither economic 
nor qualitative nor ideological.”

“One of the most serious risks” today, 
the Pope added, is the “divorce between 
economics and morality. It is, therefore, nec-
essary to reiterate the strongest opposition to 
any direct attack on life, especially innocent 
and defenseless life, and the unborn child 
in the mother’s womb is the most concrete 

example of innocence.”
Pope Francis quoted from the Second 

Vatican Council’s writings against abor-
tion, “From the moment of its conception, 
life must be guarded with the greatest care 
while abortion and infanticide are unspeak-
able crimes” (Gaudium et Spes 51). 

Francis told those gathered of an occasion 
on which an abortion practitioner handed him 
his instruments after deciding to leave the 
abortion industry. He urged his audience of 
pro-life advocates to also show forgiveness 
and grace to women who have had abortions 
so “every woman feels regarded as a person, 
listened to, accepted, accompanied.” 

L o N D o N 
(TCI) – Militant 
atheists should 
“get over” Britain 
being a “Christian 
nation,” the com-
munities secre-

tary, Eric Pickles, has said. Pickles then called 
on atheists to stop imposing their “politically 
correct intolerance on others.”

The MP’s address to the Conservative 
Spring Forum in London is not the first time 
he has highlighted what he sees as Britain’s 
identity as a Christian country. In February 
2012, Pickles fast-tracked new laws to over-
ride a High Court’s decision to ban councils 
from allowing prayers at official meetings. 
That followed the case of a local atheist ex-
councillor who sued Bideford Town Council 
over prayers being said at meetings. The 
Christian Institute’s Legal Defence Fund 
supported the council.

Pickles’ actions led to a circular, which 
said that all major local authorities in Eng-
land can continue to hold prayers at formal 

meetings. Following changes in legislation, 
smaller councils are now also able to hold 
prayers.

Pickles told the Conservative forum, 
“I’ve stopped an attempt by militant atheists 
to ban councils having prayers at the start of 
meetings if they wish. Heaven forbid. We’re 
a Christian nation. We have an established 
church. Get over it. And don’t impose your 
politically correct intolerance on others.”

He explained, “This Government has 
backed British values. And we’ve stopped 
Whitehall appeasing extremism of any sort. 
Be it the EDL, be it extreme Islamists or 
be thuggish far-left, they’re all as bad as 
each other.”

In November he spoke at the launch of the 
Westminster Abbey Institute and said, “If you 
look back at all the great men who are refer-
enced around here, most of their speeches 
would have been littered with references to 
the Bible.” He added, “We pray every day 
[when we sing] ‘God Save the Queen’ – and 
I think we remain a Christian country.” 

BuRLINGToN, ontario (CRCNa) 
– World Renew (formerly the Christian 
Reformed World Relief Committee) has re-
ceived $1.4 million from Canada’s Interna-
tional Humanitarian Assistance Directorate 
of the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade 
and Development (DFATD) for its on-going 
response to Typhoon Haiyan. The typhoon 
struck the Philippines on Nov. 8, 2013.

The Canadian government funding will 
provide long-term shelter, livelihood assis-
tance and psycho-social support to 21,860 
people in the Dulag municipality on Leyte 
island, the Estancia municipality of Panay 
island and the Guiuan municipality of Sa-
mar island. The funds will form a signifi-
cant portion of World Renew’s longer-term 
recovery and rehabilitation work in the 
Philippines, says the agency.

The “Support for Vulnerable Fami-
lies in the Philippines” project supported 
by DFATD has a budget of $4.3 million 
(Cdn). World Renew’s total response bud-
get now stands at $6.8 million (US).

Wayne de Jong, World Renew’s director 
of disaster response and rehabilitation, says, 
“We are grateful to the Canadian govern-
ment for this substantial funding which will 
enable World Renew to continue working 
with local communities and move into the 
next phases of recovery and rehabilitation 
in three crucial areas – livelihoods, shelter, 
and psycho-social support.” De Jong con-
tinued, “We will work closely with local 
churches and leaders from the community 
who will be significantly involved as com-
munity organizers to help carry out this 
one-year initiative.”

In the first two phases of its response 
since Typhoon Haiyan, World Renew 
provided emergency supplies to affected 
communities: food, water, community 
generators, temporary shelter, bedding, 
kitchen kits and hygiene kits. The agency 
also set up “cash-for-work” opportunities 
as a means of emergency employment to 
affected households. Cash-for-work enables 
people to earn desperately needed income 

in the short-term in exchange for work on 
projects that help their community rebuild.

Thanks to this recent allotment from 
DFATD, as well as the generosity of many 
Christians across North america, World 
Renew will be able to program an extensive 
third phase of response to Typhoon Haiyan 
and effectively move into recovery and 
rehabilitation, says de Jong.

Returning to normalcy
One of the pillars of this new DFATD-

funded program is “livelihood recovery,” 
which is necessary to help affected people 
get back on their feet economically and to 
return to a sense of normalcy. World Renew 
hopes to help recover the livelihoods of 508 
fishing households in coastal areas. Shortly 
after the typhoon, Panay Island’s Governor 
Arthur Defensor Sr. said, “Fishermen prefer 
boats over houses. Even just a small boat 
means a lot to a fisherman who was dis-
placed by Super-typhoon Haiyan.” World 
Renew will provide locally appropriate 

fishing boats, anchors and propellers, as 
well as fishing nets and weights.

In addition, 1,915 houses will be recon-
structed or retrofitted, depending on the 
level of damage. Partially-damaged houses 
will be inspected to determine whether they 
are safe to retrofit or not. To ensure the 
structural integrity of newly constructed 
houses, World Renew is hiring local archi-
tects to design cyclone-resistant structures. 
The final design will be developed in con-
sultation with the local communities in each 
of the project areas.

Because Haiyan caused extensive dev-
astation in the Philippines, many people 
were traumatized and still feel the effects. 
They lost loved ones and family mem-
bers, and some were severely injured by 
flying debris. To address these issues, 
World Renew will also be working with 
two local organizations that have ex-
pertise in psycho-social care to provide 
community-based trauma counseling.

UK: 
‘We’re a Christian nation, get over it,’ MP tells atheists

Pope calls ‘life’ 
the first civil right 

World Renew gets 
Canadian grant to 
keep up Philippines 
hurricane relief

“Life must be guarded,” Pope Francis said, 
from the “moment of conception.”

The next phase of recovery, livelihood, focuses on helping people get back to work. Reconstruction efforts are also factoring in how to be more resilient next time. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/10475933/Britain-still-a-Christian-Country-says-Eric-Pickles.html
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I’ve been reading Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. If you 
rarely read those books, your memory may tell you that, besides the 
Ten Commandments, they contain picky laws about the tabernacle and 
proper blood sacrifices, and a lot of social and moral laws, the breaking 
of some of which held rough consequences – death or being “cut off.” 

If that’s what you remember, your memory isn’t entirely faulty. 
Recall Korah, Dathan and Abiram? They incited 250 Israelite leaders 
to join them in rebellion against God and Moses (Num.16). God caused 

the trio and their entire families to be swallowed by the earth, and the 250 were consumed 
by fire from the LORD. An additional 14,700 died of a plague when they opposed Moses 
and Aaron and supported the rebels – this after they had seen God kill the rebels! 

Then there were the men who “began to indulge in sexual immorality” with Midianite 
women and sacrificed to their gods, including Baal. one particular man flagrantly brought 
his pagan paramour “to his family” and into his tent “right before the eyes of Moses 
and the whole assembly of Israel.” Their purpose in entering the tent becomes obvious 
when we’re told that Eleazar the priest took a spear, followed them into the tent, and 
with one thrust impaled them both. Eleazar’s righteous zeal was commended by God 
and God halted the plague he had sent. Not incidentally, Eleazar’s two older brothers, 
priests before him (all three were sons of Aaron), had earlier been killed by God with 
fire for misusing the priestly altar fire; talk about irony! (Lev. 10). 

Slow learners
The Israelites constantly complained, shrugged off their rescue from Egypt and God’s 

great wonders among them, and whored after other gods. They often saw the horrific 
consequences of God-denial yet many continued in ingratitude and unbelief. It was in one 
of those times that God sent venomous snakes among them. You know this story. Those 
who sought to be saved looked on the brass serpent that Moses made and erected on a 
pole – a symbol pointing toward Christ being lifted up on the cross to save us (and them). 

All this and much more in these books disturbs modern Christians, and many uncom-
prehending non-Christians turn away in disgust. What kind of God is this? 

It is tempting to ease our minds by picturing two different Gods. Once, there was 
that vengeful Old Testament God. But then Jesus came along and God apparently had 
a change of heart, and maybe change of plan too (though some accuse God of “cosmic 
child abuse” in Christ’s death as well). But if we still confess to worshiping the one God 
who reveals himself to us in all of Scripture, then he has not changed. He is the faithful 
God who in Christ “is the same yesterday, today and forever” (Heb.13). 

God is not vindictive but holy; breathtakingly, falling-on-our-faces-in-fear-and-trem-
bling holy. The fact that he’s also utterly gracious and allows us to boldly approach him 
as children to a father because Christ agreed to be our ultimate Blood Sacrifice doesn’t 
negate his holiness or aversion to sin. 

Lamb of God
What these Bible books allow us to see so 

clearly – and stop our mouths in awe and wonder 
and thanksgiving at it – is the depth of our own 
unworthiness and the extent of Christ’s sacrifice 
in averting our own condemnation and death. God 
tells his Old Testament people repeatedly: “Be 
holy for I am holy.” “I am the LORD your God 
who makes you holy.” He is our God too, and we 
too must be holy. But how blessed we are that we 
no longer need to bring sacrificial lambs by the 
thousands to become so. Our holiness is possible 

because Christ our Passover Lamb was sacrificed for us (1 Cor. 5:7).
In reading these Books of Moses we are starkly reminded that blood had to be spilled 

in order to atone for Israel’s – and our – constant disobedience, ingratitude and, yes, 
idolatry. We are led to look toward and better understand the nature of God’s love for 
us in Christ as Lamb of God. We’ve just come through Lent and liturgically are still in 
the Easter season, so this is fresh in our minds. But every Sunday – the first day of the 
week when he arose – gives us the opportunity to marvel at Christ’s finished work and 
our transformation because of it. 

Here the Paschal Lamb we see whom God so freely gave us;
He died on the accurséd tree – so strong his love to save us.
See, his blood now marks our door; faith points to it; death passes o’er.
And Satan cannot harm us. Hallelujah! 
                                       Text: Martin Luther

Marian Van Til (mvantil@roadrunner.com) is a church 
musician and former CC editor living in Youngstown, N.Y.

I can guess when you 
hear the word Nike you 
think of shoes, equipment 
and clothes. Maybe you 
hear “Just do it” or see the 
swoosh logo. The early 
Greeks thought victory 
was a gift of the gods, not 

a human achievement. Nike, the winged 
(swooshed) goddess of victory, would fly 
down to bless whom she chose. The Ro-
mans renamed Nike “Victoria.”

As I reflect on Lent and Easter, I am 
struck that we hear primarily one aspect of 
the Gospel message. We consider our sin, 
our guilt and God’s personal forgiveness. 
This is important, but when reflecting on 
brokenness and injustice I recognize my 
own need, and the world’s need, for more 
than personal forgiveness.

Lent can prepare us for both the cross and 
the resurrection. In the centre of the Gospel 
of Mark is a strange story of Jesus’ two-part 
healing of a blind man. at first Jesus spits on 
the man’s eyes, and the blind man receives 
blurry vision. Then Jesus must touch him 
again for him to fully see. After this Peter 
confesses Jesus as the Christ but then resists 
Jesus’ prediction of his death. Peter’s vision 
was still blurry. He saw victory in Christ, but 
not the way of suffering and death. 

I wonder if we have become near-sighted 
too. The Reformed and Evangelical tradi-
tions see Jesus’ suffering and death for our 
sins but sometimes lose sight of the victory 
of the resurrection. We need more than 
personal forgiveness. 

We need the message of cosmic victory 
and the defeat of evil and death. 

We need bifocal vision.

Christus Victor
In 1931, Gustav Aulen wrote Christus 

Victor. He sought to recover the Eastern 
and Early Church’s view of Christ’s ransom 
work defeating sin, evil and death on the 
cross and in the resurrection, Christus Vic-
tor. He contrasted this to the predominate 
view in the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
traditions since St. Anselm of Canterbury in 
1097, which emphasizes Christ on the cross 
paying the price for our sin. This is called 
substitutionary or vicarious atonement. 

These differing emphases recently came 
to an unfortunate impasse when the Pres-
byterian (PCUSA) Committee on Con-
gregational Songs rejected the song “In 
Christ Alone” because the Gettys would not 
change the line, “’til on that cross as Jesus 
died the wrath of God was satisfied.” The 
song refers here to vicarious atonement and 
elsewhere to Christus Victor.

Vicar
These two views are brought together in 

Romans 8 where we have both personal for-
giveness and cosmic victory, the cross and 
the resurrection. Paul uses legal language to 
picture salvation. We are guilty before God 

because of our sin. The accuser, Satan, has 
evidence against each of us. We deserve 
to be found guilty before the bar of God’s 
justice, but God has sent Jesus – a vicar, 
representative, substitute – into the world. 

This vicar changes the picture. No accu-
sation can be made against him as there is no 
evidence of sin. He stands in our place, and 
as God’s representative he makes no accusa-
tion against us. He died to save us, not accuse 
us. He intercedes for us, not against us.

Vicarious atonement is a powerful, bibli-
cal picture of salvation but not the only one. 
It is Good Friday and the cross, but it does 
not really need the resurrection. 

Beyond knowing our sins are forgiven, 
we need to know how to live in a broken 
world of pain and suffering. How do we live 
when we feel loss? It might seem like the 
wrong people are winning, by the wrong 
means, for the wrong reasons. We, like the 
Romans, need more than forgiveness.

“No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us” 
(Rom. 8:37). Christ completely wins, and 
he wins for us. In him we win. This is all 
based in God’s love. God wins. Evil is de-
feated. God’s love wins. Justice wins. God 
loves us. This is the victory that nothing can 
overcome. We live to love, not to defeat or 
destroy. We suffer without hatred, without 
violent response. We are safe and secure, 
victorious in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Celebrating Vicar Victorius
I appreciate the Celtic cross with the 

circle centering on Christ and to me sym-
bolizing the empty tomb, the resurrection, 
the victory.

In light of the victory, we celebrate. We 
recap, telling and reliving the story. We 
sing songs of victory. Let us celebrate Vicar 
Victorius, seeing both vicarious atonement 
and Christus Victor. 

Rev. Tom Wolthuis is a minister in the
 Christian Reformed Church. He was the 

President of the Institute for Christian Studies.

‘Be holy for I am holy’ Bifocal vision
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Tom Smith
The film Heaven is For Real is the story of Colton Burpo’s near-

death experience, his recollections of seeing angels and meeting 
Jesus, as well as his family’s struggle to make sense of his innocent 
assurance that his story is true. It attempts to break the pattern of 
past films which centered on questions of Christian faith. 

 Lately, it seems, if you were to stroll through the glittering 
streets of Hollywood you may be struck by how many studio execs 
can be found with a Bible in their pocket. With big budget mov-
ies such as Noah, starring Russell Crowe, and Exodus, featuring 
Christian Bale, attempting to merge scripture with scripts one may 
wonder if textual exegesis is all the rage on Rodeo Drive. On the 

other hand, faith-based movies tend to be controversial.  Some films such as the Passion of 
the Christ turn audiences away with sensationalized gore or problematic directors. Other 
attempts to make sincerely Christian movies rely too heavily on audience goodwill. It’s a 
touchy subject to criticize a movie’s merit in terms of acting or production value when the 
themes of the movie are so clearly ones Christians want to espouse. Fireproof with Kirk 
Cameron’s troubled troupe of firefighters springs to mind.

Heaven is for Real, on the other hand, has worked quite hard to court strong actors to 
bring this story to life. Greg Kinnear, for example, has been nominated for an Oscar as Best 
Supporting Actor, and was part of the Emmy-award winning cast that created the mini-series 
The Kennedys. In Heaven, Kinnear is convincing and determined. The audience feels his 
love for family and his struggle to believe in his son as well as the tenets of his faith. Along 
with credible performances from others in the cast, comedic timing to be proud of, and a 
touching script, this movie can certainly be called one of the better-produced efforts in a 
typically B-movie faith-based film genre.  

As a reader as well as a watcher, I often fall 
into the trap of comparing the film to the source 
material; usually the silver screen comes off 
slightly tarnished. In this case, had you not read 
Todd Burpo’s first-hand account in the book, 
you would not be jarred in the same manner I 
was while watching the movie. The sequence 
of events that bring Todd’s young son to death’s 
threshold is long and agonizing. Colton spends 
what seems like endless hours writhing in sick-
ness, with Burpo sparing no details about his 
feelings of futility and frustration. I’m a father, 
too, of my own young son, also blue-eyed and golden coiffed, and reading these chapters is 
heart-wrenching. The film conveys much of that pain, but the timetable whisks by in startling 
quickness. The hopelessness of waiting, all comforting words between husband and wife spent, 
the deafening creak as hearts are broken over the impending loss of a child, are all painted 
in short strokes. While not a major flaw in the telling, the rushed nature of the chronology in 
the film diminishes the time audiences have to connect to and ache with the Burpo family.

Let’s talk conflict. The book revolves around the near-death and celestial sightings of a 
four-year-old and his father using biblical knowledge and references to attempt to gauge the 
veracity of his son’s vision. That seems like a very profound and personal struggle worth 
exploring all on its own. The film producers disagree. First of all, almost every mention of the 
Bible is removed – let alone any talk of its divinely inspired nature. Only two mentions of the 
Bible come to mind in retrospect, besides use in bedtime stories, and one of those instances 
is rhetorical. In the depth of his confusion, Kinnear’s Todd exclaims, “Why does it have 
to be a myth? Why can’t it be true?” There is no mention of his cross-referencing Colton’s 
revelations with biblical verses, no discourse on cosmological theology – admittedly heavy 
stuff for Saturday at the movies! Much is made of the role of faith in an increasingly secular 
world, but also within the church Burpo pastors. One church leader sums up the problem 
saying that half their congregation wants to stop feeling and start thinking, while the other 
wants to start feeling again. This dichotomy may be part of a timely societal discussion, but 
seems somewhat shoehorned into a movie that makes little room for it. 

In the end, does the movie Heaven is for Real believe in itself? Will the scriptwriters have 
the actors stand tall and boldly declare that it is and call on the audience to make room for that 
revelation in their own daily life? Not quite. In the grand conclusion of the film, the Burpo 
character makes some anaemic claims involving the heaven Colton saw being “his version” 
and not choosing the “hell of hate on earth.” This is not the staunch declaration of the verac-
ity of biblical claims, but the weak-kneed attempt to maintain appeal to the 
broader audience beyond the Christian ticket-holder. While Heaven is for Real 
does take great strides towards being a quality film, its lack of fortitude on 
the one key point of the Burpo saga leaves one searching for authenticity. 

Tom Smith is a teacher living in Barrie, Ont. with his wife Sarah and 
son Jakeb. With warm weather around the corner, he is getting anxious to 
play some baseball himself, but with no sliding into third base, of course! 

A faithful film?

Heaven is for Real
TriStar Pictures, 
100 minutes.

Exploring the volatile gift of power

Colton is four years old when illness gives him 
the near-death experience and celestial sight-
ings that his family struggles to understand.

Brian Bork
“Power is the ability to make something of the world,” 

writes Andy Crouch in the introduction to his recent offering 
Playing God: Redeeming the Gift of Power. And it’s not just 
about making “stuff,” but it’s also about making “sense” of 
the world. That aspect of power, perhaps unique to humans, 
allows us to articulate “what the world is for.” This is “dan-
gerously good,” says Crouch, for while power can be used 
constructively, it is also capable of being abused, warped and 
harnessed for all manner of destructive ends. 

This thesis might seem rather self-evident, and you might 
wonder why he needs more than 250 pages to spell it all 
out. Still, it’s a worthy discussion to have, given the sort of 
cynicism that shapes many conversations about the nature 
of power. Crouch calls this cynicism the “Nietzchean” view 

of things – the idea that our lives are defined by struggle, and that the outworkings of 
power are a scrambling, grasping ploy to make sure each of us end up at the top of the 
heap. Power is about domination, through and through. You could also call this “the view 
from the graduate humanities seminar.”

In that light, Crouch’s book is ultimately a welcome one, because it challenges that 
view, reminding us that power is not always the means of domination, but a tool that 
allows human beings, and creation to flourish: “all true being strives to create room for 
more being, and to expend its power in the creation of flourishing environments for variety 
and life . . . in doing so, it creates other bodies and invites them into mutual creation and 
tending of the world.”

That’s a lovely contention, and Crouch gives numerous examples of the ways this works 
itself out in our lives, from the humble encouragement a cello teacher gives his amateur 
student, to the great, empowering institutions we’ve built along the way. Altogether, this 
is an insightful articulation of the deep creational theology that’s found the best of the 
Christian tradition. I suspect Reformed Christians will recognize it instantly as a guiding 
principle within our tradition – we’re certainly no stranger to large scale political and 
cultural endeavours, and we’re the trustees of a load of marvelous institutions.

Though he speaks contra Nietzsche, Crouch finds space to bal-
ance his discussion of our empowering activities with cautionary 
tales about the abuses of power, too. Even if power isn’t about 
domination at its core, domination – and violence – are symptoms 
of its abuse. Crouch deploys the term “idolatry” to conceptualize 
this discussion, noting that, if power properly used means to make 
sense of what the world is for, then the idolatrous use of power 
obscures that vision. And then injustice abounds, a subject Crouch 
explores, rather controversially, I suspect, by criticizing short-term 
missions projects (among other examples).

Crouch’s cautions are insightful, though I wonder if they could wrestle more deeply 
with the critique of worldy power at the core of Christianity. The Christian tradition 
doesn’t countenance cynicism about power, of course, but it does insist that power ought 
to be cruciform. This is the shape of Christian power that our Anabaptist neighbours have 
always insisted on, and – allowing for the mysterious, seemingly paradoxical nature of 
the cross – it at the very least seems to imply that the outworking of power will cost us 
something. how do we hold flourishing and costly, cross-shaped power together? I’d have 
loved to hear Crouch reflect on this some more, though he does approach the issue in the 
final section, with some thoughts on sabbath keeping, and other old Testament economic 
practices which look positively revolutionary to our day. 

I suppose even a slight exploration of cruciform power is useful, given Crouch’s audi-
ence, which seems to be largely conservative, middle-class American Evangelicals. It’s 
a privileged base with the distinctly North american habit of presuming upward mobil-
ity is a birthright. (Reformed Christians in Canada have more than a little in common 
with that crew. At least I do, anyway.) And while reading Playing God, I couldn’t help 
but think of the recent World Vision fiasco, where a reported 10,000 children lost the 
charitable support of Evangelicals who revoked their giving as a protest against World 
Vision’s decision to open employment to same-sex married couples. It was yet another 
insidious example of the use of a particularly North american variety of power – financial 
muscle – for ostensibly “righteous” reasons. It was playing God with the well-being of 
poor people to make a theological point. 

Money is a powerful, empowering thing. A dangerous thing, too, though 
it can of course lead to much flourishing. The same could be said for all 
our institutions, our privilege, and our political affiliations. andy Crouch 
enjoins us to reflect more deeply on the volatile gift of power, and we 
would be wise to do so as we seek the flourishing of God’s kingdom. 

Brian Bork is CC’s Review Editor and a CRC chaplain
 at the University of Waterloo and Sir Wilfrid Laurier University.

Playing God: 
Redeeming the Gift of Power
andy Crouch IVP.

Andy Crouch
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Ruth Vander Zee   
Every week there is a woman who walks 

into your sanctuary. You probably know 
her name.  
•  She may look like she has it all together 

or she may look a little frazzled.
•  She may be composed and sure of herself 

on the outside or she may be falling to 
pieces on the inside.

•  She may be old or she may be young.
•  She may be the one who is there all alone 

or she may be there with several children.  
•  She may be there on most Sundays or some 

weeks she may not be there because she is 
working or home with sick children.

•  She may play the piano or she may not 
be able to carry a tune.

•  She may love participating in church 
activities or she may rather stay home.

•  She may lead Bible studies or she may not.
•  She may invite you into her home or you 

may never see the sofa in her living room.
•  She may be friendly and outgoing or she 

may be quiet and reticent.
•  She may be happily married or she may 

be in a difficult marriage.
•  She may be able to hear criticism and go 

on without it bothering her or she may be 
suffering from critical tongues.
there’s one thing this woman who walks 

into your sanctuary doesn’t have.  
she doesn’t have a pastor.
that’s because she’s married to your 

pastor; and if she’s married to him, your 
pastor is her husband and not her pastor.  
he can’t be both. 

he’s her husband and she’s his wife.  
she is there for him when he leads well 
and she is there when he doesn’t. no one 
knows him better than she. she knows his 
strengths and his God-given gifts. she also 
knows his weaknesses, his inconsistencies, 
his eccentricities and his fears. she knows 
his family, the stories from his past, his 
favourite food and his crazy cousin. All 
of which inform his effectiveness as your 
pastor. she knows he is called to preach, 
love, serve and lead congregations into the 
very presence of God, and because he is her 
husband, she is with him, either behind the 
scenes or out in front.

the problem for her comes in that her 
role as a pastor’s wife has never been clearly 
defined. She knows what it is to be a wife, 
but she has a further designation as “the 
pastor’s wife.” That’s not her first name but 
it is often the way she is introduced. And 
being the pastor’s wife, in many cases, is a 
role which comes with expectations – never 
real clear expectations – depending on the 

place or the church her husband serves. her 
God-given gifts and abilities sometimes fit 
those either implied or spoken expectations 
and sometimes they do not.

At times, this woman who walks into 
your sanctuary every sunday is the most 
talked about, analyzed and criticized 
woman in your congregation. if she meets 
expectations, she’s talked about in glowing 
terms. if she does not meet expectations, 
she is talked about in not-so-glowing terms.  

nevertheless, you have a gift in this 
woman. For, with all the pressures of the 
pastorate, she is the one your pastor comes 
home to at night and the one with whom 
he can unwind and relax. she is probably 
his most trustworthy confidant and loving 
partner. she’s the soother-in-chief of his 
sometimes broken spirit and she’s the kick-
in-the-pants-chief when discouragement 
plagues him. she prays for him. she’s the 
one who reminds him he can’t be everything 
to everyone. she’s the one who reminds him 
of the one who is everything to him.

so when given a chance, thank this 
woman without a pastor. she has a lonely 
position in your congregation, and, just like 
you, every now and then, she needs a pastor. 

And every now and then she would ap-
preciate a thank you.

This article happens to be focused on 
women who are married to male pastors, 
but of course there are men who are mar-
ried to female pastors, too. Many of the 
ideas and suggestions here are applicable 
to them as well.  

The woman without a pastor  

Ways to say thanks:
• Pray with thanksgiving for her.
• Give a hug.
• Schedule a coffee date.
• Find out her birthday and remember her 

with a card or small gift.
• Visit if there is a sickness in the family
• Offer babysitting for a night out.
• Bring a plate of cookies or a meal when 

there’s a special need.
• Give her a paid registration to a Pastor’s 

Spouse Conference or pay for her travel  
expenses.

Any act of kindness will never be forgotten!

Ruth VanderZee is an au-
thor and a pastor's wife. She 
is on the planning committee 
for the Pastor's Spouse Con-
ference hosted by Sustaining 
Pastoral Excellence (CRC) 

to be held in Toronto in Sep-
tember, 2014. Find out more 

at ruthvanderzee.com.

Paul VanderKlay
i’ve known a lot of pastors. i’ve seen 

them happy and sad, fresh and broken. i’ve 
seen a good number of them towards the 
end of their ministries quietly happy to be 
done with leading churches and caring for 
people. i remember one pastor telling me 
how he made sure he son didn’t go into the 
ministry. he didn’t want him making thAt 
mistake. i was glad i wasn’t his son.

My dad
that’s my father, stan VanderKlay, in the 

photo. the longer he was in ministry, the more 
he loved it. it wasn’t that he had easy churches. 
Paterson was anything but easy. it wasn’t 
that he had “successful” ministries. none of 
the churches he pastored ever grew large or 
received a lot of recognition or reward. he 
didn’t make much money doing what he did, 
but he didn’t worry either. he did it because 
he loved people, he wanted to help people, and 
he believed that in the end God would do good 
things and he often saw it happen.

Part of this my father wasn’t necessarily 
responsible for. he saw plenty of suffering. 
You can read about it in his book, Chains 
of Grace (available on Amazon.com). he 
had a strange innocence and optimism about 
people. Part of this was simply who he was. 
that was God’s gift to him.

i think the key to the fact that ministry 
didn’t grind my father down was that along 
the way he learned that christian ministry is 
finally God’s work; pastors just get to walk 
along and lend a hand from time to time. he 
could pray. he could weep. he could cheer. 
he could encourage. he couldn’t save.

Learning from the dark places
if you go to places where there is real 

need, terrible hardship and desperate condi-
tions, you will have to learn that there is not 
always a lot you can do. if you look at this 
world, you should see that the whole world 
is in a deep mess. We all die. We all fail. 
We all hurt one another. All of the effort of 
all of human history has not put an end to 
this. sometimes we can hold it back for a 
while. often great joy and pleasure can be 
found in fleeting, elusive moments, but the 
end comes to us all and to those we love.

into this darkness comes the light. if the 
christian story is not true, then there really 
isn’t much to be done. We will die and our 
place will remember us no more. if the story 
is true, then all of this crushing loss will be 
with us but a little while and a glorious new 
world will replace this broken, decaying 
one. this is a very hopeful thought.

Band-aids
All ministry is really just handing out 

band-aids, but in the light of the resurrec-
tion even our sufferings can refine us and 
will be with us just a short while. the new 
testament was written by martyrs and suf-
ferers. the main quality they strove for was 
patient endurance. Because the resurrection 
had begun all they really needed to do was 
wait out the age of decay, or the death of 
their own bodies, and the rest was covered. 
What they could do in the meantime was 
spend what time they had the way Jesus 
did. sometimes there would be miracles that 
would give samples of the age to come in 
the midst of the age of decay; most of the 
time they just suffered loss. Faith, hope and 

love moved them forward.
i think one of the greatest gifts my father 

gave me was simply how he was with God. 
he was not anxious. he simply believed. 
that belief gave him optimism and a cap-
acity to endure. he didn’t know how long he 
would have to endure. turned out he didn’t 
need to endure as long as he probably im-
agined. Even his death was his good fortune. 
We’ll see if my optimism can be as buoyant 

as his as i continue on the 
path that God has for me. 

Paul VanderKlay is the pas-
tor at Living Waters CRC in 
Sacramento, Calif. He blogs 
at leadingchurch.com.

God’s own fool

Stan VanderKlay, pastor of buoyant optimism.

Father and son pastors.
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Mary Ann Benjamins
i’m a pastor’s wife. there. i said it. some 

people don’t like the label, but while i am a 
teacher, mother, writer and friend, i am also 
the wife of a pastor. it’s been more than 20 
years since i walked the paths around calvin 
seminary. Me, barely managing to keep my 
two little kids from falling in the koi pond, 
waiting for Ken to finish his class. My five 
kids now all walk firmly on their own two 
feet, but all these years later, i am still the 
wife of a pastor, and, despite the ups and 
downs of ministry, i still love it.

Ken and i went into this job with an un-
written contract to each other. if i really 
hated the profession, he would find some-
thing else to do. that tacit agreement was 
actually based on the vows we made at our 
wedding and at the baptisms of our children. 
So for Ken, God came first, then Mary Ann, 
the kids, and then the church. And that hier-
archy underlies all our decisions, involving 
all parties in that descending order. 

We’d heard conflicting advice, from “It’s 
his job, not yours. so just live your own life” 
to “You’re about to live in a glass house” or, to 
paraphrase roz from Monsters inc., “they’re 
watching you, Benjamins. Always watching.” 

so what to do? i decided to follow the 
example of my parents. Just as my mom 
partnered with my dad to help him run a 
successful business, whether politely an-
swering the phone when a business contact 
called or digging out paperwork at tax time, 
that’s what i’d do, too. that didn’t mean 
i couldn’t have my own interests, but the 
mutual support my parents gave each other 
looked like a good model. 

there’s a stereotype of what “the pastor’s 
wife” looks like and, believe me, i wasn’t it! 
i don’t like coffee, i can’t play the piano and 
i get itchy when sermons circle the airport 
once too often. i like to think of myself as 
vivacious and fun, but i know others are 
sometimes overwhelmed by my exuberance. 

But make no mistake, i’m a child of the 
King who wants me to serve him! i grew up 
in a home that committed itself to serving 
the lord. My parents modeled service in the 
church. they used their gifts and encouraged 
us to do the same. so when i became a pastor’s 
wife, i didn’t run out and get piano lessons. i 

took the first year to observe the workings of 
the church. Getting to know people, attending 
Bible study or maybe helping out with VBs, 
but largely staying in the background. then 
i picked something i liked and waded in. 
over the years i’ve taught catechism, been on 
library committees, led youth groups, chaired 
VBs, led coffee Break and more, not all at the 
same time, and only when i felt called to it. 
these days my kids are a bit older and i have 
my own job, so i still help out, but i’m a bit 
more low key. still, if someone needs a meal, 
or a babysitter doesn’t show up for nursery, i 
step in and help out, just the way my mother 
did when i was growing up. 

Guard these
here are some guidelines that i live by 

and would share with rookie pastors’ wives. 
First of all, about your kids. You made vows 
about your kids. so guard them as you would 
your very self. not everyone within the 
community is trustworthy, even within the 
church. i tried not to offend, but my kids’ 
safety came first, so trust your gut. 

Also, guard your marriage. Your ministry 
is only as strong as your marriage. Go on 
dates. let people know that your marriage is 
a top priority. My kids hated being left with 
a babysitter, but i always reminded them that 
happy couples make happy parents! Make 
life fun, and stay connected. Ken loves his 
congregation, but he sleeps with me. i make 
sure he remembers that when he’s gone too 
many evenings in a row.

that leads right into guarding your 
family time. When the kids were little, Ken 
took Mondays off religiously. Before call 
display existed, we had a family rule: if the 
phone rang three times on a Monday mor-
ning, we left. there will always be people 
in your church who will try to cross your 
boundaries. Don’t let them. show them love 
tuesday through sunday. Mondays were 
ours and we kept it that way. When Ken 
spends too much time on work and away 
from his family, i call him on it. Ken loves 
his work, but he loves his family more and 
that knowledge is very powerful for us.

Guard yourself. this one is tough. let’s 
face it – people can be stupid. Dealing with 
them can cause pain. it’s especially hurtful 

when you count them as friends. But discon-
necting yourself only serves to make you iso-
lated. so guarding yourself means developing 
good boundaries along with a bit of a thick 
skin, while still putting yourself out there and 
building relationships both in and outside the 
church. The blessings that flow are amazing. 

In my corner
Problems. Every church has them. But 

remember no profession is without. For 
the most part, i let Ken deal with his own 
job problems. i can be his sounding board, 
but it’s rare for me to get involved. he is a 
peacemaker, but sometimes he can be too 
kind. there have been times, far and few be-
tween, when i’ve said, “Enough is enough.” 
We had a parishioner who wouldn’t stop 
calling Ken – to the point of harassment. i 
said the next time he called, i was calling 

the police. And that was the end of it. i think 
Ken is pretty amazing, and i’m his greatest 
support, as he is for me.

the joys of serving the lord in the cap-
acity of pastor’s wife have far outweighed 
the tough times. i love the diverse ministries 
within the church that allow me new ways to 
serve my lord when i’m up for a change. i 
love the people. i love the youth and i love 
the seniors and everyone in between. Most of 
the time. life is full of twists and turns, but i 
wouldn’t choose to take on this twisty world 
without the church firmly in my corner. When 
you walk beside God’s people, the burden is 
shared and grace multiplies. 

Mary Ann Benjamins is a 
supply teacher, writer and 
Awards Manager for The 

Word Guild. And yes, a 
pastor’s wife, too. 

Pastor’s wife

1. Celebrate every single little ministry mile-
stone with your husband. There is lots of   
“hard stuff” in ministry, so grab hold of the 
victories when they come and enjoy! – J. 

2. Have a humble heart, pray continually, 
show love and grace as much as pos-
sible . . . and don't be ashamed to ask 
for help.  – J.   

3. Be yourself. – M. 
4. Love God and love his people! Find 

friends in AND outside of church. – l. 
5. Figure out what your gifts are and serve 

the church in accordance with them. – J. 
6. Don’t complain or explain. – M. 

7. When people ask you to “please tell 
your husband, . . .” kindly redirect them 
to tell him themselves. – s.

8. My husband and I have an agreement: 
we can evaluate how the worship went 
right after the service, but never on 
Sunday night. – l.

9. Don’t try to fit into someone else’s per-
ception of you. Your husband is the pas-
tor, you are just another woman in the 
church. You are no more qualified than 
a doctor’s wife is to be a doctor. – s. 

10. Enjoy the honeymoon as loooong as 
possible! – s. 

Serve according to your gifts, not stereotypes.

Ten things every young pastor’s wife should know 
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Meg Jenista
the greatest fun and the highest honour in pastoral 

ministry is baptism. As a reformed pastor, i perform 
many infant baptisms. At the font, i hold a child’s tiny, 
often squirming, body in my arms, cupping water over 
their forehead three times, “in the name of the Father, the 
son and the holy spirit.” With these familiar movements, 
the church acknowledges and proclaims that this little one 
belongs to God and to us now and forever. We acknow-
ledge the work of the holy spirit in them and through 
them, even as they are still wailing at the shock of it. it is 
a mystery, profound and joyous. 

Identity as the world gives
As that child grows up, he or she will have any number of labels and identities affixed. The 

name her parents have chosen to be uniquely hers. the last name he bears to remind him he is 
not alone. Many things will be proclaimed over this child. she is “a genius” when she burbles 
something akin to “da-da” for the first time. He is “impossible” when caught crayoning the 
walls. she is “popular” when she wins a spot on the homecoming court. he is “a real winner” 
for the goal in the big game or the leading role in the school musical. the labels will be exag-
gerations and generalizations most of the time. they will often hurt and they will stick for a 
long time. the labels will be motivating and debilitating, sometimes both together. 

the world crafts any number of identities for adults too. We are what we do: “pastor,” 
“engineer,” “teacher,” “stay-at-home parent.” When we examine the label closely, we’ll 
notice a notation of worth attached. some labels make us good, others make us bad. some 
make us holy, others make us sinful. some make us powerful and others make us weak. We 
are labelled and identified by race, by gender, by socio-economic status, by mental health 
or addiction and, most recently, by sexual orientation.

Sexual orientation as identity
i say “most recently” because, while sociologists are quick to point out that behaviour 

we now label as “homosexual” can be found throughout history and cultures, the labels 
themselves – “homosexuality” and “heterosexuality” are only as old as the 19th century. 
They were used by doctors to describe patients who sought sexual gratification beyond the 
purpose of procreation. in this case, both words equally described deviations from proper 
sexual behaviour, which was limited to sex acts that allowed for the production of offspring. 

it wasn’t until the 1930s that these words were adopted into media and culture but, even 
so, these words were not introduced with the intention that they might bear the weight of a 
person’s whole identity. We do well to recognize, then, that society dictating who we are, 
our identity, based on the gender of the people we find physically and sexually attractive 
is not an historical or cultural given. it is a remarkably new phenomena and, perhaps, not 
an entirely helpful one. 

For more on the sociological and anthropological history and implications of labels and 
sexual identity, i can point you to no better source that Jenell Williams Paris’ the End of 
Sexual Identity: Why Sex is Too Important to Define Who We Are. the facts i relay here are en-
tirely hers and the subsequent theological implications owe no small debt to her scholarship.

Sexual identity and 
the church

We already know oh-
so-heartbreakingly-well 
that when the church 
allows labels of race 
or socio-economics or 
gender to organize mat-
ters within the church, it 
doesn’t go well. in fact, 
we need look no further 
than the new testament 
witness, of Paul telling 
the corinthians that fa-
vouritism at the lord’s 
table is a failure to “dis-
cern the Body” which 

results in “eating and drinking con-
demnation on ourselves.” or James’ 
straightforward injunction, “if you show 
favouritism, you sin and are convicted 
by the law as lawbreakers.”

closer to home, we know the leg-
acy of racial segregation in the on-go-
ing racial uniformity in most churches. 
We continue to struggle when wealthy 
donors set the agenda for our churches 
and parachurch organizations. if we lis-
ten, we hear the voices of women – those 
who have stayed in the faith and those 
who have left – telling us their experience 
of second-class citizenship in the church. 

here again we are singing the “same song, different verse” with regard to the issue of 
sexual identity. We’ve accepted the labels the world gave us to work with. in this case, the 
label promises to help those of us who can pick and hide behind the “right” one. And from 
that lofty vantage point, we dole out advice to those who must wear a different label. the 
labels allow us ignore unique and beloved image-bearers. the labels allow us to discredit 
fellow christians and the spirit at work in them. the labels allow us to marginalize by 
way of assigning an “agenda” to “those people.” 

two possible solutions emerge. Many in the church want to ignore the problem of homo-
sexuality – and therefore the people who identify with that problematic label – into eradica-
tion. Many others in the church, under the auspices of being nice, are willing to concede 
that discipleship ends at the bedroom doors of consenting adults. And neither option feels 
truthful or kind or courageous or sanctifying. so, many well-meaning christians feel stuck. 

i suggest that our “stuckness” is symptomatic of the fact that we’ve unquestioningly 
adopted the categories of the world. the world has told us that we are gay or straight. 
the church has, by and large, accepted these terms and attempted to make our arguments 
within this framework. And it hasn’t worked. 

Identity as Jesus gives
When I officiate at a baptism, offering the sacrament of God’s grace to a child barely 

yet acquainted with the world, i don’t know whether she will become a politician or a 
mechanic. i don’t know whether he will be rich or poor. i don’t know how far he will go 
in his education or how old she will live to be. i don’t know if that child will grow up to 
identify as gay or straight. their life, like the sacrament itself, is profound and mysterious.

And, in any case, it’s the same water. it’s the same “we do, God helping us” from the 
parents and the congregation. it’s the same Father God claiming his own child. it is the 
same holy spirit sent and working already in this newest church member’s life. At the font, 
that’s all i know. it’s all i need to know in order to say: 

Little child,
For you Jesus Christ came into the world:
For you he lived and showed God’s love;

For you he suffered the darkness of Calvary and cried at the last, “It is finished;”
For you he triumphed over death and rose in newness of life;

For you he ascended to reign at God’s right hand.
All this, he did for you, before you knew anything of it. 

And so the Word of Scripture is fulfilled: 
“We love because God loved us first.”

that story is our identity. it’s the only one we need. our baptismal identity is the 
identity under which all other labels are subsumed. our baptism identity is what gives 
us the courage to do away with all the other labels that hurt and distance and separate us 
from God and from one another. 

This is, perhaps, a dangerous trick if it tells a minority group, who fights hard for recogni-
tion, especially in the church, that they do not exist. But if we say the label “homosexual” 
signifies no lesser status for those who are in Christ, it must simultaneously mean that the label 
“heterosexual” signifies no greater status. One group cannot hold power over the other. One 
group cannot claim a greater awareness of the spirit’s power to discern holiness or greater 
share in the Father’s approval. someone who is in christ, by virtue of their baptism, needs no 
other label to flourish within the community built and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 

it doesn’t have to matter if you are rich or poor, black or white, PhD-educated or never 
finished high school. It doesn’t have to matter if you are male or female, gay or straight. You 
are in christ. You are the Father’s Beloved child. You have the holy spirit at work in you just 
as much as anyone else. You belong to God and serve as an equal partner with God’s people. 
thus is our identity claimed for us at the font, a mystery, profound and joyous.  

Rev. Meg Jenista is pastor at the Washington D.C. Christian Reformed Church. 
She loves life in the big city and refuses all blame or credit for its political climate.

Identity

Meg baptizes baby Ian.

“Baptism Window” at St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral in Memphis, Tenn.

This final installment of our series on homosexuality introduces an alternate way to 
frame the discussion, based on the implications of the sacrament of baptism. Meg 
Jenista, pastor of the CRC in Washington, D.C., ponders the significance of an identity 
based on who we are in relation to the “Father, Son and Holy Spirit” instead of an 
identity based on cultural labels. – the Editors
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While i was snowbirding in Florida this past winter, i made a habit of 
attending vespers at our park. imagine a huge hall. on saturday mor-
ning it seats about 500 or more for coffee, donuts, announcements and 
singing. on sunday night, it's set up much more modestly for vespers 
– attendance about 100. You walk in and you’re greeted by smiling, 
nicely-dressed older people with name tags. You put your donation in 
a basket. You pick up a celebration hymnal and sit down. on stage a 

white-haired pianist is playing gospel songs. There’s a huge American flag beside a portable 
lectern. A plain wooden cross on a pedestal stands in the centre. 

normally i choose a seat in the middle somewhere. i like having singing voices all around 
me, hopefully some alto, tenor or bass. normally i introduce myself and chat with the folks 
near me. i don't know many of them yet. 

one sunday night i was slumped under a weight of sadness. Back home, my brother-
in-law had been rushed to the hospital. his cancer was spreading. i felt guilty, so far away 
from my family. Despite my mood, i wanted to go to vespers. i found a seat in the middle, 
but, preoccupied, i didn't speak to the lady next to me. Just nodded a quick reserved hello. 
on my other side were two empty chairs. 

Minutes before the service started, a very old, very shaky, very stooped man tried to sit in 
one of the seats beside me. he moved precariously. no cane or walker. i quaked at the spectre 
of a hard fall on the tile floor. Behind me arms reached out to steady the two chairs on my 
left. Voices encouraged him, “You're almost there. You can do it.” it wasn’t clear which of 
the two empty seats he wanted. he hovered for an eternity. then, ever so slowly, he folded 
his frame into the chair beside me. once upon a time he must have been quite a tall man; 
now, even seated, i towered over his crumpled form. i smiled at him and the service started. 

 
Enter his courts with praise

The guest pastor was from Zeeland Reformed Church in Michigan. He was confident 
and gregarious. retired, but not really. still does administration for his church, he said. still 
preaches.

“Please stand for the opening hymn,” he boomed. Not his first time preaching at a 55+ 
park, i guess. i hoped the gentleman beside me would stay seated, but no. shakily, using 
the chair in front of him as ballast, he rose. it was a gradual lift-off; i held my breath. At 
last he was up. it took all his concentration to stand. i shared my hymnbook, leaning in so 
he could see the words.

he sang beautifully. he knew all the words by heart. this old, old man, for whom every 
movement required supreme effort, was singing, ardently, about God's goodness and grace. 
And suddenly, though i had expected to be too weepy to sing at all – suddenly, i was singing 
with deep joy and peace. i was holding the hymnbook, but he was holding me up. 

the sermon was about sarah's laughter at the surprising announcement that she was go-
ing to have a child at her advanced age. God’s emphatic rebuke: the lord can do anything. 
the lord is powerful. the lord has a plan and he will accomplish it. Age is immaterial. 

After the message, the Harmony Notes, a ladies’ choir, sang a few numbers. the tempo 
was a bit slow for my taste, but they performed with sincerity. then our ebullient pastor 
invited us to sing again. My partner rose creakily to his feet, his frame pitched so forward 
that his nose almost touched the page. “All hail the Power of Jesus' name” we sang. 

After the service, i told him that it was fun to sing with him. i asked if he needed any as-
sistance as he prepared to exit our row. he pointed at one of the choir ladies and quavered, 
“that's my wife. she'll come and get me.”

i walked home in the darkness softly singing the song again – the everlasting song, sing-
ing with the old man and all the sacred throng: “And crown him, crown him, crown him; 
crown him lord of all.”

A vespers story       
     Artful Eye 

A Hundred Skies
A hundred skies with clouds
each of them different
spilled over this planet’s dome
in inky bleeds
that movie makers press 
into serious service.

Black
for the darkest nights
or blazing with autumn rages
more red than crimson
more yellow than gold
until a stretch of mouse grey fog 
traps the climax
and denouement.

A hundred skies with clouds
to watch
between this gravel road 
and the next.
Deep velvet mauves belted
up against metallic November. 
Bleached cumulus and bits of indigo
swirled and blossoming
before our eyes,
shaping the trimmed fields
with their shadows.

A hundred skies with clouds,
his messengers,
harbingers of wind and hail
drizzle and rainbow.
The glory of the heavens
telling over and over
that this magnificence
this trembling brilliance
belongs to a being greater
than we can fathom;
reveals a master artist
scientist
architect
who fills our lungs with life
and opens our eyelids.

White caps, smoke lake, Tom Thomson, 1913.

Linda Siebenga is a poet 
living in Central, Alta. Her 
latest work is Earth Against 

Your cheek. Find Linda's 
website at inscribe.org 

under Members.
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*My brother-in-law, Tim Gravelle, is now among the sacred throng in glory. He was called 
home by his Saviour on April 8, 2014.  
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Kenny Warkentin is associate Pastor at Trinity Baptist Church 
in Winnipeg, where he lives with his wife Paula and their daughter 

Phoebe. He blogs at kennypwarkentin.blogspot.com.

You don't.
You don't write a novel with 

four kids in your lap, you don't 
even check your email because 
four boys are honking your 
nose and pulling at your hair 
and coffee spills all over the 
overdue bills on your desk and 

you wonder again why you said Yes.
Why you said you’d take in your friend’s two 

children when she called saying she couldn’t 
do it anymore, she couldn’t be a mom any-
more. And rather than see that one-year-old 
and three-year-old go into the foster system 
you said you’d take them in, in addition to your 
six-month-old and his two-year-old brother.

Because some things are more important 
than sleep. or a hot cup of coffee. or that novel 
you’ve just been contracted to write because of 
course, you finally got a contract right after you 
took the boys in. Because God cares more about 
the least of these and he’ll reward you for it, too.

But it doesn’t feel like a reward. Especially 
when one of the boys forgets to lock the gate 
behind him and your six-month-old tumbles 
down the stairs in his walker and you grab him, 
weeping, you run with him to the office and 
close the door and hold your baby close to you 
and sob to God, i can’t do this.

rock your baby sobbing, and then somehow, 
God reminds you that you can. And you rise, 
open the door, turn on some music for the boys 
in the living room and they run dancing around 
the coffee table.

the story only gets written because you hire 
a nanny – a Dutch girl from your hamlet who 
makes homemade pasta noodles and laughs 
with all of her upper body and brings crafts 
to do with the boys. she brings her keyboard 
and songs fill the insides of your walls and she 
makes you mugs of tea and you call her Angel.

But even as the characters begin to form on 
the computer screen, even as the plot thickens 
and you try to avoid those excessive adverbs 
and clichéd descriptions, you hear the boys 
laughing outside the office door.

And you miss them. Your house is full of 
children but they’re no longer climbing all over 
you, they're climbing all over somebody else, 

and you wonder if they aren’t the greatest story 
your life is writing?

these four boys whose noses and legs never 
stop running, who never get enough stories at 
bedtime, who always want more songs and 
more snuggles and more glasses of milk and 
more of you.

Sweat the small stuff
All you’ve ever wanted is to be a published 

author and now you have the chance and you 
can’t help thinking, this isn’t what life is about.

it’s incredible to be able to make up stor-
ies but it’s even more incredible to live them. 
to hear the words tumbling from your child's 
mouth as he talks about his favourite blue 
flashlight as you lie beside him in his bunk-bed. 
“Some flashlights are small, and some are big, 
and some are tiny and some are huge,” he says 
as he slips his hand into yours there in the dark.

catherine Wallace writes, “listen earnestly 
to anything your children want to tell you, no 
matter what. if you don’t listen eagerly to the 
little stuff when they are little, they won’t tell 
you the big stuff when they are big, because to 
them all of it has always been big stuff.”

Yes, i write books, but i don’t make a liv-
ing from them. i make a living from being a 
mother and a wife, from nurturing life and love 
through the main characters of my story: the 
Dutch-German man i fell in love with back in 
Bible school, the one who converts his car to 
run off vegetable oil, who cans his own salsa 
and snowboards mountains. Who hikes up his 
pajama pants and dances for me in the middle 
of the living room, who throws his boys on the 
bed and eats their tummies, who downloads 
Parenthood for me and goes geocaching with 
me and kisses me like he means it.

And the two Filipino boys who now only 
visit us once a month because they're back with 
their mama, and she thanks me every week 
for saving her life last year, and my biological 
sons – the ones i wasn’t supposed to be able to 
have – who make me feel famous every time i 
enter a room. Who squish my cheeks together in 
their dimpled hands and say, “i lah you Mama.”

this, friends – this is the story worth telling. 
the one we're in. 

How to write with 
babies in your lap

Gathering Light
Emily Wierenga

Emily Wierenga is 
an artist, writer and 
speaker. Please visit 
emilywierenga.com 
for more 
information.

My wife and i live in a house built in 1932. When we pur-
chased it we knew that some of the house had been upgraded, 
but there were plenty of things still needing work. We trusted 
the previous owner, however, who reassured us that the foun-
dation was stable and in good repair. 

Fast forward six years, when we discovered that the previ-
ous owner had been dishonest about a few things. the founda-

tion did need some work, the house had a few leaks and the upgrading wasn’t 
all done to code. We’ve slowly done some patchwork here and there, waiting 
for the major work until we have enough funds. sometimes when i think of 
that list, i get a bit anxious and i fantasize about relocating.  

this got me thinking about our lives as christians, especially marriage. in 
early April my wife and i attended a marriage and mentoring conference where 
one or both spouses have struggled with same-sex attraction. some of these 
marriages are in crisis and in need of a total renovation, some are seeking new 
tools to upgrade and repair minor flaws and some just need a fresh coat of paint.

one of the areas that we deal with in marriage is trust – a universal theme. 
We all want to trust our partners, and we can even demand that trust be evident 
in their actions and beliefs. When we’ve been hurt by our spouses, it is often 
because trust has been broken in some capacity. the question i am asking 
myself in this place is, “Are we called to trust people?”

Called to trust?
i can look back on my own life and see that i placed the burden of trust on 

many people. it’s like i’ve built this house of trusting others, and it needs a 
total overhaul. 

As a child i intuitively felt that i should trust my family of origin. that i 
would live in a safe place without hurt, disappointment or abuse. When this 
didn’t happen my internal decision was that i could no longer trust anyone to 
protect me. 

in adolescence, i trusted that my peers would accept, value and treat me 
with respect, and when this broke down i was left with a fear that no one was 
safe or trustworthy. 

When i attended church i hoped and trusted that i would be spiritually fed and 
that people would have answers for my struggle, and when i was disappointed 
i felt like i couldn’t trust God. 

When we put our trust in people, especially those we love most, we give our-
selves over to a false sense of security and we will be disappointed. realistically, 
being human means that we are inherently untrustworthy. in Jeremiah 17 verses 
5-8, we see that to trust man is to be cursed, the equivalent of living in parched 
desert lands, but to trust in the lord is to be blessed, living like a tree planted 
by the water whose roots will go down deep. 

in the whole area of trust, i’m now brought back to asking myself the ques-
tion, “Where and in what have i put my trust?” have i put the weight of trust 
on my wife, friends, pastor, security, in the temporal things? When i put trust 
in anything other than God, i will be disappointed when things don’t go as i 
planned them to go. When others hurt me or i’ve lost things that i love, i’m 
left anxious, fearful and scared because my own security it gone. But when i 
begin to trust God, i can begin to do what he has called me to do, which is to 
“love one another and to trust God with those i’m called to love.” this should 
be a liberating place to live. it doesn’t mean i won’t be hurt by those i love, 
but maybe i’ll be able to be quick to forgive, to be patient and kind and slow 
to anger. it means that i’ll need to live in the midst of renovations while God 
repairs the house i’m in. 
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Actually, i’ve never 
seen a listing for “world 
production of environ-
mentalists.” McGuiness 
doesn’t have a category. 
so i’ll assume i’m right 
until someone proves me 

wrong. i’ve already written about John 
Muir and Aldo leopold, both world leaders 
of the ecological and environmental move-
ments. Both spent significant parts of their 
lives in the state of Wisconsin. 

these two are people of the past. 
calvin A. DeWitt, long-time professor of 
environmental studies at the university 
of Wisconsin-Madison, is a contempor-
ary example. the uW website describes 
DeWitt as “[an] expert on land steward-
ship, purchased development rights, local 
government environmental policy, wetland 
ecology, environmental stewardship and 
faith-based stewardship.”

I first heard of Dr. DeWitt when I pur-
chased a first edition of Earthkeeping. here 
he and other contributors (notably editor 
loren Wilkinson of regent college) spelled 
out my previously-held intuitions about 
creation care. they reminded me anew of 
God’s care for Adam (that man “out of the 
ground”), his continuing love of creation and 
the biblical teaching about re-creation rather 
than the sometimes-promoted Gnosticized 
christian view of escape from matter. they 
gave me the courage and determination to 
work actively in the public arena for creation 
care. i was helped a great deal in this by 
the example of my family – especially my 
father and brother, Jeff – who invested, not 
in Florida condos, but in a piece of eroded 
riverbank and cattle-trampled flood-plain. 

When i first encountered DeWitt at a 
teachers’ convention, i was prepared for a 
scholarly sort; he was, after all, a profes-
sor. We arrived at a christian school unlike 
any i had seen before. they had an auditor-
ium. the opening devotions were led by a 
highly-proficient “praise band” backed with 
a marvellous sound system and huge screens 
projecting song lyrics. We were seated, not in 
a school gymnasium still reeking of the vol-
leyball team practice, but in an auditorium. 

All nature sings
After some other preliminaries, in 

walked DeWitt. no suit. no tie. White run-
ning shoes. And he began to speak, saying 
nothing i hadn’t read before, but incarnating 
the ideas about creation care he preached. 
And he sang. no band, no projector: just 
singing gustily from his heart. And we 
joined in, singing hymns like “Great is thy 
Faithfulness,” “Jesus shall reign Where’er 
the sun” and “this is My Father’s World.” 
i thank Dr. DeWitt for making plain that 
creation care is a matter of faith, not just 
a personal option for christian work that 
especially appealed to those hailing from 
Wisconsin. it’s no wonder that his recent 
(2012) book of reflections is called Song 
of a Scientist. unfortunately, i have not 
spent time with Dr. DeWitt despite our 
common Wisconsin roots. But my friend 
John Franken has! Franken, the retired 
science teacher, bluebird canvasser and 
life-long creation-care proponent, speaks of 
his personal interaction with calvin DeWitt 
in the paragraphs below.

“it was on our first day together as 
group on the multicultural We Have Faith 
Expedition in Kenya that the ‘boy scientist’ 
showed the depth of his love and know-
ledge of creation. the words of Psalm 104 
came alive. We were eating our lunch at a 
traditional Ethiopian restaurant. someone 
spotted a chameleon. Without hesitation 
cal was up. he picked up the reptile, gave 
us its latin classification name and then 
proceeded to lecture us about its natural her-
petological history, all the while showing the 
chameleon changing colours from holding 
it in the sunlight and then near the shrubs. 

“in the subsequent days he would often 
describe how the flora and fauna of creation 
were reflecting the glory of God: noisy 
black kites flying above the skies of Nairobi, 
the bright yellow oleander growing on the 
grounds of our guest house, the hydrological 
effects of sand dams in the Machos Valley. 
All this was part of the economy of God’s 
created world. Not only did he fill us with 
natural history knowledge, he also explained 
to the group how the Bible revealed what he 
called the Principle of conservancy. 

Wisconsin leads world in production of environmentalists 

Calvin DeWitt giving a lecture at St. Paul's University in Nairobi.

Q. I am a 64 year-old librarian, divorced and a mother of two 
adult children who live on their own. 

i divorced my husband with great sadness four years ago, because 
he was addicted to gambling. We twice used our savings and rrsPs 
to pay off his shocking debt after he promised to seek help. All to no 
avail! i was left to salvage some of our hard-earned savings for what 

was quickly becoming my elusive retirement.
in terms of our children, i am fortunate that my oldest son, who lives on the other 

side of canada, is supportive of me. My daughter, on the other hand, who lives only 
40 minutes away, wants nothing to do with me. i believe my husband may have had 
a hand in this.

After consecutively packing up two homes by myself in an attempt to live within 
my meager financial means, I have little energy left to pacify my daughter. But it 
saddens me to the point of not caring whether i live or die. At no time did i think i 
would ever be in this situation at this age and lose my daughter in the process. it is 
all so incomprehensible! After endless pleas to God for a miracle, i decided to take 
anti-depressants just to be able to keep moving forward. 

A. My heart goes out to you as you find the strength you need to salvage some 
meaning from your shattered life. I am glad you took the opportunity to share 
your struggles. 

My first recommendation is to let someone close to you know how you are feeling. 
this can be a relative, a friend or a supportive pastor. 

My second recommendation is to see a competent therapist in an effort to under-
stand yourself and help you process your sorrows in regard to the losses you have 
suffered during the last years. they are immense. not only have you lost your home 
and your way of life with your spouse, you lost the companionship marriage pro-
vided as you both faced the challenges of aging. You also lost the picture you had 
of your retirement with someone you loved. And as if that was not enough, you are 
now experiencing the heart-wrenching loss of your relationship with your daughter. 

third, while i would like to leave the process of your therapy up to you and your 
therapist, i would suggest you somehow try to connect with your daughter, possibly 
through writing her a letter and letting her know you want to understand what may 
have gone wrong between the two of you. What did she experience during the divorce? 
this letter should only be written in consultation with your therapist because further 
damage can easily be done through a careless sentence or two during this sensitive time. 

Fourth, i suggest you seek some spiritual comfort from a friend or a pastor who can 
walk this painful road with you in a way that allows you to regain your equilibrium so 
that you can experience the love of God through the hands and hearts of his people.  
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Salvaging meaning 
from a shattered life

“Each morning our sessions would 
begin in the Gazebo on the grounds of the 
Mennonite Guesthouse. Devotions led by 
cal would be an integrated lesson of nat-
ural history and biblical principles along 
with hebrew etymology. cal’s knowledge 
and love of scripture was inspiring to all of 
us as he unfolded the various Principles of 
conservancy: abad, shamar (both hebrew 
concepts), fruitfulness and sabbath princi-
ples. he tied all this into the reformed con-
fessions and the 18th and 19th composers 
like horatius Bonar, William Kirkpatrick 
and thomas Ken.

“cal’s curiosity about God’s creation is al-
ways there. he must have recorded hundreds 
of digital pictures of plants and animals on 
his special macro-lens camera, pictures that 
he would be sure use for future reference. 
learning is a life-long part of who cal is. 

“this ‘boy scientist’ – now professor 
emeritus – was a profound part of my ex-
perience on the We have Faith Expedition. 
cal and i still continue to correspond.”

Part of the solution
DeWitt’s books, along with others, lay 

out the foundations of a deeply biblical 
perspective on creation-care. As Max. r. 
terman (tabor college) says, these books 
“are harbingers of an absolutely vital ele-
ment in solving environmental problems, 
namely, religious faith. it must inform 
and motivate us not only in preparing for 
death but in how we live. the Bible offers 
christians the motivation to be part of the 
solution rather that the problem when it 
comes to the environment.” 

Curt Gesch lives in Quick, B.C.

Arlene Van Hove (avanhove@shaw.ca) is a therapist and member of the Fleetwood 
CRC in Surrey, B.C., seeking to spread peace among the people she encounters. Photo BY cinDY VErBEEK
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Obituary
Vacations & Cottages
Holiday accomodation in 

Holland 
with vehicle rentals and tours.   

www.chestnutlane.nl

Two Florida Pool Homes for Rent 
3 bed, 2 bath in beautiful Cape Coral 
Florida. 
For pictures and reasonable rates 
contact Glen at 519-863-6965 
or e-mail: mgsikma@xplornet.com

Six Mile Lake Family Retreat 
Cottage and Bunkie, swimming, 
canoeing, hiking, camp fires and fam-
ily good times.  Sleeps 10. 1.5 Bath. 
True Muskoka setting. 905-630-6711

Britt, Georgian Bay
2 bdr. cottages, small family resort, 
720.00 up, low season discount.
google @ Li-Mac Cottages 
or call 705-383-2924.

Personal
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Birthday Anniversaries

Clean 2 & 3 bedroom 
self-catered cottages approximately 

90 minutes north of Toronto.

Starting at $755.00 weekly.
705-756-2462

www.hallscottages.com

May 5, 1954                                      May 5, 2014
Bloemendaal, the Netherlands     Calgary, Alberta

Henk and WilHelmina VerHoeff 
(nee van der Bijl)

With Joy and thankfulness to our LORD we 
celebrate the 60th wedding anniversary 

of our dear parents.
We praise God for His faithfulness in their lives; 
With love from the children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren: 

Paul & Cobi Verhoeff
Lies & J.P. Reimer - Charlie, Chloe, Piet

Anya & Jer Radvanszky – Niko, Adrianna 
Lance & Marissa Verhoeff

Rudy

Anya & Kenn Dodd
Jesse & Marina Dodd – Sawyer

Cameron

Stephen & Joyce Verhoeff
Jordan, Julia, Leanne

Margaret (†2013) & Thane Strandberg
Madeline, Adrian

David & Brenda Verhoeff
Joshua, Marieka, Annalies

Congratulations can be sent to: 
#214, 3000 – 51 Street SW, 

Calgary AB T3E 6X6  
  hwverhoeff@shaw.ca 

John 17:22 – I have given them the glory that you 
gave me, that they may be one as we are one –

1954 – May 7 – 2014

“But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
Joshua 24:15b

With thanksgiving to the Lord 
for His constant loving care, 

we announce the 60th Anniversary of 

GeorGe and ida Janssen
(nee Van Gurp)

With love always from:

Jo Ann & Tony Buist
George & Robin; Naomi, Tyson, Jackson, Lincoln
Shirley & Nic Van Engen; Corrine

Ida(†) & Ted De Jong
Emily & Seth Adema; Morgan
Sara

Bernice & John de Wolf
Alana
Cameron & Emmy (fiancée)

Shirley & Ken Talsma
Nathan & Nicole; Emma, Logan
Scott
Michelle & Calvin Batterink; Avalina, Charlotte
Nicole

Marlene & Dave Lendvay
Alexis
Zoe

Bev & Marcel Van Straten
Brandon

Home Address:  
George & Ida Janssen
11033 Somers Road, RR 4
Aylmer ON  N5H 2R3

Thankful to the Lord for 
His faithfulness, we invite you to  

celebrate the 90th birthday of 

Eliza (Al) Mast 
The Open House will be on 

Tuesday May 6, 2014, 10 a.m. to noon. 
at Tollendale Village,  

in the party room on the 2nd floor.
270 Hurst Dr. Apt 208, 

Barrie, Ontario  L4N 7S6.

Best wishes only please.

You can contact Eliza at
 705-733-8193

1949                                           May 4                                   2014
Vlaardingen, The Nederlands                            Grimsby, Canada

With thanksgiving to our Lord for his faithfulness, 
we celebrate the 65th Wedding Anniversary of

our parents (grandparents and great-grandparents)

Paul and JoHanna (nee Van Zanten) droPPert
Wedding Text: Matthew 19:6

We pray that the Lord will continue to be with you 
and bless you!

With love and congratulations from:
Elly & Martin Boerefyn, Grimsby, Ontario

Tim & Davina, Jeff & Maria, Lisa & Cody, 
Stephen & Natalie, Carolyn & Elliott, Sarah & Irvin, 
Jennifer & Moses, Richard

Corrie (deceased) & Piet Snieder, Hollyrood, Ontario
Michelle & Gary, Johanna & Andrew, Nicholas & Kari

Leo & Beatrice Droppert, Wainfleet, Ontario
Jason & Beth Anne, Jeremy & Tara, Timothy & Laura, 
Joshua & Katie

Paul & Diane Droppert, Vineland, Ontario
Rachel & Paul, David & Tobi, Bryan & Holly, 
Steven & Marley

and 39 great-grandchildren

Open House will be on Saturday, May 10, 2014 
from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Covenant Christian Grade 

School, 6470 Regional Rd 14, Smithville. 

Address: 136 Mountain Road RR 2
 Grimsby ON L3M 4E7

Event

Community Christian Reformed Church of 
Dixon's Corners invites you to join in it's 

25th Anniversary Celebrations 
on May 3rd & 4th.

Saturday 
2 pm to 4 pm  - Open house and tea
6:30 pm to 7:30 pm - Dessert Party

7:30 pm - Praise Concert
Sunday 

10:00am - Worship Service

All events will be held at the church. 
4485 County Rd. 16, Brinston, Ontario.

July 12 1937                                  April 10 2014
Hoogeveen,                                 Cambridge 
the Netherlands                                      Ontario

Hendrikus (Henk) Timmerman
After suffering the mental devastation of 
Alzheimers and the physical  agony of back 
pain, he passed away peacefully in the Cam-
bridge Memorial Hospital with his family at his 
bedside. 

He is survived by his wife Ina Schuringa of 
52 years and children: 
Dave & Marsha, Cambridge, ON

   Bianca, Ian
Pete & Catherine, Malawi, Africa

   Nathan, Jessica, Maisha, Nico
Sharon & Kevin Vander Meulen, Hamilton, ON

   Esther, Micah, Owen
Rob & Bethany, Paris, ON

   Amy, Mason, Brock

Henk was the youngest child of ten  and  is 
survived by his Brother Cor (Jopie) in Grimsby, 
and sister Ge VanEngen in Hamilton as well 
as many brothers and sisters-in-law ,nephews 
and nieces, here and in the Netherlands.

In memory of Henk a donation to the Alzheimer 
society will be appreciated.

Isaiah 40:31

Contact: Ina Timmerman                    
61 Woodland drive

Cambridge ON N1R 2X7

Single Christian white lady, 60 yrs, looking 
for a gentleman of similar interests to share 
life with; such as humour, sharing the Bible, 
sports, music.

"Where yout treasure lies your heart will be also."

Please call 613-961-7552

mailto:mgsikma%40xplornet.com?subject=
mailto:hwverhoeff%40shaw.ca%20?subject=
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Redeemer University College offers a Youth Ministry Certificate, composed of eight 
3-credit hour university courses which can be completed over 3 years.  The program is 
designed for mature students with existing experience in ministry, or those who have 

already obtained a post-secondary degree.

 9 Eight course certificate program in Youth Ministry
 9 Carefully selected courses designed to equip and strengthen youth workers 

and volunteers
 9 Developed in collaboration with and endorsed by Youth Unlimited
 9 Two courses offered each summer, formatted as week-long intensives
 9 Study alongside others working with youth in ministry or related fields
 9 Earn your certificate, or take just one course while continuing to work 
 9 Develop professionally in a flexible and practical way

For details, visit www.redeemer.ca/youthministrycertificate

“My experience has been incredibly intensive, challenging 
and nothing like I expected – so much better! … together as 
students and professor, learning and growing in new and  
exciting ways.”

Erika Haveman, 
Youth Worker and Certificate Student

Youth MinistrY 
CertifiCate Program

A Christian University  
in Hamilton, Ontario
www.redeemer.ca

Outreach Team Leader
CrossPoint Christian Reformed 
Church of Brampton, Ontario, is 

seeking a 
1/2 time Outreach Ministry Team 

Leader. 

Working with our staff team, your 
main focus would be on leading and 
equipping God’s people to share 
the good news of salvation with our 
multi-cultural community.  

If this position excites you, please 
send a one to two page letter of 
introduction that explains your out-
reach passion and what you envision 
that looking like in a reformed church 
setting.  

Please send resumes, letters of 
interest, and/or questions to:

CrossPoint CRC, Attn. Pastor Rich
444 Steeles Ave West, 
Brampton ON L6Y 0J3 

or to pastorrich@crosspointcrc.ca. 

C0-PASTOR, 
CAMPUS CHAPLAIN, 
WORSHIP DIRECTOR

Fleetwood CRC is a multi-generation-
al, large congregation in beautifulSur-
rey, BC. We value our roots as we 
continually seek new ways to show 
God's love to a growing area. We are 
seeking people to join us in these 
roles:

Co-Pastor: an energetic, creative, 
team player will share in all aspects 
of ministry as well as take a clearly-
defined leadership role in the four 
priorities we've set as a church. This 
is an ordained, full time position.  

Campus Chaplain: New Position of a 
chaplaincy at Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University in Surrey. The half-time 
chaplain will work with the Multi-faith 
Centre on campus.

Worship Director: a creative servant 
leader to help plan and lead worship 
services. This could be up to a half-
time position.

Job descriptions: 
www.fleetwoodcrc.org.

Email: info@fleetwoodcrc.org 

FLIGHTS TO AMSTERDAM

April–October

  July and August

 
All Year

Call us for seat sales.

Plan a successful vacation at our resort known for it’s Dutch Hospitality. 
Reasonable rates for cottage rentals. 

Excellent for camping, swimming and fishing (ideal for group camping). 
Showers available. “Little Europe” is located 10 km. east of Hwy 11 on 

Hwy 118 East, past the Muskoka Airport.
Roel & Riet Bakema    Phone: 705-645-2738

Little Europe Resort
1033 Ashley Lane, RR 3,  Bracebridge ON  P1L 1X1

No pets please 

LittLe europeresort and traiLer park

Bracebridge, Muskoka

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

Apr. 27  Dutch Service, Ancaster 
CRC at 3:00 p.m. Rev. Ralph 
Koops will be preaching.

May 3 & 4 Community Christian 
Reformed Church of Dixon's 
Corners, 25th Anniversary. 
See ad p.16.

June 11 Hollandse Dag in Moore-
field. Details in next issue.

mailto:pastorrich%40crosspointcrc.ca.?subject=
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info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

Business & Service 
Directory

Our directory ads are only $25. 
Contact admin@christiancourier.ca

We at Christian Courier appreciate
 all of our advertisers.

 
  

                     
 

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 church st.  st. catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 hours

ian h. russell - Director
 holly rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

GARY VAN EYK,  CMA 
Certified Management Accountant 

50 Lakeport Rd. Ste 201 
St. Catharines 
ON L2N 4P7 

Email: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
Bus: 905-646-7331  Fx: 905-646-0951

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
E-mail: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  1 Keefer Road

St. Catharines, Ontario  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
287 Station St.

Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0 
Serving Families 
for 4 Generations

Director:  Thomas C Merritt
Fax 905-957-1371 Ph: 905-957-7031
Website: merritt-fh.com

R. HAALBOOM, Q.C.
Barrister  Solicitor  Notary

Richard Rijk Haalboom, Q.C., B.A., J.D

7 Duke St. West    Ph: 519-579-2920
Suite 304               Fax: 519-576-0471
Kitchener, Ontario  N2H 6N7

E-mail: richard@haalboom.ca

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

Kathie & Brian Bezemer905.570.1119

295 McNab St. N. 
Hamilton, ON
L8L 1K5

For all your 
printing needs.

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     

     Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 

905.957.2599 Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

DUTCH TOKO
European Imports

118 Wyndham st. n. Guelph
519-822-4690

Mountain Plaza Mall, Hamilton
905-383-2981

905-648-4451
Providing personal, professional 

real estate service in the Hamilton 
area for over 35 years.

Email: 
 fredhagen@royallepage.ca

www.fredhagen.ca

Fred Hagen Broker 

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

Classifieds

DEADLINE Christian Courier is 
published on the second and forth 
Mondays of the month. Deadline for 
each issue is 9 a.m. Tues., 13 days 
prior to publication date.
RATES: All personal and family an-
nouncements: $7.00 per square inch. 
Display advertising re. businesses and 
organizations: $8.00 per square inch. 

SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
e-mail – admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail: 2 Aiken St.          
St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8

42

170
270

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lest we forget that 
Life begins at Conception 

“...serving Christian   
Reformed churches and 
Christian schools since  

1970"     

Your funds will be invested in Christian Reformed Church 
and Christian school building projects in Canada.

Rates to June 30, 2014
We pay 2.75% on CRC deposits.

Earn approx. 3.2% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

 Write:  Christian Reformed Extension Fund
  45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207    Fax:  416-465-6367       

       43 YEARS OF SERVICE   

Call CSS for impartial, confidential,
and free professional advice

across Canada.

1-800-267-8890 | admin@csservices.ca
www.csservices.ca

Planning a Gift to Charity?

http://www.sourceofnewlife.wordpress.com
http://www.voortman.com/
http://www.csservices.ca
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with reformed churches in Europe, with 
crWM and other christian reformed 
and reformed church in America or-
ganizations. la Grave and a christian 
reformed congregation in Minnesota 
continue in close cooperation. From 
2001 till 2011, christian reformed 

World relief committee/World renew 
funded home rebuilding projects; the 
crc in cuba cooperated with govern-
ment housing ministries after hurricane 
Michelle thrashed the island. 

classis Alberta north’s ccc was born 
in 1998 after a group of Albertans vis-

ited cuba with my wife rose 
and me translating for a two-
week trip. since then cuban 
and canadian pastors and 
youth have travelled to their 
respective nations to share 
experiences, attend summer 
Bible camps, tour churches and 
visit congregations. the brief 
January trip was the latest, 
not last of these ventures that 
provide opportunities to learn 
about challenges and hope for 
Gospel witness in both nations. 

Meanwhile the crc in 
cuba has drifted intentionally 
away from the cuban council 
of churches. some in the crc 
accuse the council of being 
too allied with the government. 
Yet in conversation with rev. 
Jose Dopico, President of the 
council, the Albertan delegates 
learned that council will do 
whatever it can to support the 

crc and, in fact, protect it from poten-
tial governmental interference – always 
a risk for an isolated group of christians.

in March classis Alberta north dis-
cussed the ccc’s report of the January 
visit. As a result ccc hopes to raise 
$30,000 among Alberta north crcs. 
that will be designated to begin full re-
construction of parsonages in the towns 
of torriente and Alacranes. Both build-
ings suffer leaking roofs, cracked beams 
and sagging walls. the pastors and their 
families have one dry room in each place 
to live for now. Meanwhile, tentative 
plans are developing for more exchanges 
of pastors to teach and share. not only 
cuban and north American churches 
need mutual international and national 
cooperation to live and witness to christ; 
so do pastors and families in that island 
nation connected by decades of bonds 
across seas and national barriers. such is 
just some of the power of the Gospel. 

Jim Dekker served with 
CRWM for nine years in 
Costa Rica, Guatemala, 

Venezuela and Cuba. Since 
1986 he pastored CRCs in 

Edmonton, Thunder Bay and 
St. Catharines. He retired in 2013.

Events/Advertising
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Free Bible Study for 
New Christians & Small Groups

Are you new to the Christian 
Faith?  Do you lead a small 
group?  Do you want to better 
understand the stories in the 
Bible? 

If you answered "yes" to any 
of these questions, there's 
a new free online resource 
available to help you or your 
study group grow in your faith. 

Originally published in a blog for new Christians in 
Central Asia, this Bible study is now available in PDF 
format. See below for website address.  

The study covers 46 Bible stories in the Old and 
New Testaments, and follows the outline of Sally 
Lloyd-Jones' book, "The Jesus Storybook Bible". 
The discussions focus on the central themes of the 
Bible: the creation, the fall, and Jesus coming as the 
Redeemer, and then reigning forever over heaven 
and earth. 

This resource is absolutely free if used for personal 
or small group study. 

For more information, contact the writer, 
Jack Van Meggelen, at

 jack@vanmeggelen.ca or (416) 512-2177.     

Website: 
sourceofnewlife.wordpress.com

The Vital Worship Grants Program at the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship seeks to foster vital 
worship in congregations, parishes, and other worshiping communities in North America. This 
grants program is especially focused on projects that connect public worship 
to intergenerational faith formation and Christian discipleship, a theme that 
can unfold in many facets of worship from Bible reading to preaching to 
Baptism and Lord’s Supper, intercessory prayer, congregational song, visual 
arts, and more. We encourage grant proposals developed through a 
collaborative process from emerging and established churches; seminaries, 
colleges, and schools; hospitals, nursing homes and other organizations. 
Application deadline is January 10, 2015.

Calvin Institute of Christian Worship

worship.calvin.edu/grants

vital 
 worship

a grants program 
for worshiping 

communities

The CRC and Cuba . . . continued from p.20

http://www.sourceofnewlife.wordpress.com


James Dekker
in mid-January two members of the 

cuba connection committee (ccc), a 
standing committee of classis Alberta 
north of the christian reformed church 
(crc), visited with leaders and mem-
bers of the christian reformed church in 
cuba. i joined John strikwerda, a retired 
trucker, and chris toornstra, a commercial 
pilot, as a translator. While still working 
with christian reformed World Missions 
in 1985 I made my first of more than a 
dozen visits to the crc in cuba. since 
then i have kept in close touch with cuban 
colleagues and friends. they witness to 
the Gospel of christ in a challenging, once 
dangerous environment. 

During our intense week in cuba we 
stayed in Varadero. We met in a public 
park our first morning. As in any place 
where people are wary of prying ears and 
listening ears, the best place to meet pri-
vately was in plain view. 

our next two days we met with crc 

leaders in Jaguey Grande, 85 kilometres in-
land. that city of 25,000 houses the cuban 
crc headquarters. the main purpose of 
this trip was to strengthen long-developed 
ties between Alberta north and the cuban 
crc. leadership in the cuban church had 
changed twice in the last eight years. As 
well the ccc’s membership had turned 
over. some hard-won relationships were 
potentially at risk. long-term partnership 
projects and mutual exchanges had lost 
direction. new committee members need-
ed orientation and training. cuban leaders 
needed reassurance of Alberta north’s ser-
iousness and understanding of their situa-
tion. those three days watered and fertil-
ized the soils of the cross-cultural spiritual 
bond with cuban sisters and brothers.

Single woman leading Cubans to 
Christ

though largely unheralded in both 
canada and the u.s., the crc has been 
heralding the Gospel of christ in cuba 

since the 1940s. Echoing 
Johanna Veenstra’s work in 
nigeria more than a decade 
earlier, Bessie Vander Valk of 
new Jersey travelled to cuba 
with no official Christian 
reformed sponsorship. she 
planned to work with the 
fledgling Cuba-based evan-
gelical Mision del Interior. 
After nearly a decade of 
evangelistic work Bessie and 
her cuban husband Vicente 
izquierdo linked with the then 
christian reformed Board 
of Foreign Missions to plant 
churches in the central prov-
ince of Matanzas.

By the early 1950s la 
Grave Avenue crc in Grand 

rapids, Michigan had eagerly en-
gaged in the work in cuba, add-
ing to the congregation’s many 
international evangelistic efforts. 
until 1959’s revolution, la Grave 
bolstered the work in cuba gener-
ously supplying funds for churches, 
parsonages and pastoral training. 
Delegations of members visited 
regularly to learn how rural evangel-
ism developed in cuba. 

Faithful to Christ in 
repressive times

By 1960, though, the soviet 
union opportunistically entered 
cuba and the Western hemisphere 
by subsidizing the cuban econ-
omy. the point is still moot 
whether a more conciliatory u.s. 
foreign policy stance would have 
pre-empted 30 years of near total 
soviet integration, domination even, into 
cuban social, political and economic life. 
regardless, all but a handful of expatri-
ate missionaries and pastors left the island 
for good. sponsoring missions prudently 
reasoned that north American mission-
aries would only make life more difficult 
for national christians in an authoritarian 
communist-governed society. Most north 
American Christians figured there was no 
future hope for the cuban churches.

crc missionaries rev. clarence and 
Arlene nyenhuis also returned to the u.s., 
leaving a small but rich seedbed of cuban 
leaders. some 13 congregations were de-
veloping within a hundred kilometre ra-
dius of Jaguey Grande. Bessie Vander Valk 
and Vicente izquierdo’s courageous spirit-
led foray into the heart of rural cuba had 
borne fruit. 

living in cuba after 1959 was no pic-
nic for anyone. it was needlessly more dif-
ficult for those who considered open op-
position to castro’s government the only 
faithful christian option for witness. over 
time and with nuanced consultations from 
World council of churches (Wcc) delega-
tions, though, cuban Protestants discerned 
how to work within their rigid, sometimes 
brutal, social and governmental system. 
For its part the Wcc had learned from 
hard-won experience in Eastern Europe 
that christians could survive, in some ways 
even thrive, under repressive regimes. 

Pastors held officials to account by 
pressing for rights of religious expression 
and assembly – though without possibil-
ity or right to evangelize in public. Yet 
church doors were open. Many unbeliev-
ing cubans saw christian leaders as 
models of living with unflagging convic-
tion and muted joy in difficult situations. 
crc pastors such as David lee and Erelio 
Martinez were nationally respected lead-
ers in the ccc for about 30 years.

The gentler present 
cuba was and remains a controlled so-

ciety. By my 1985 visit, though, changes 
were being reaped from those years of 
hard loyal opposition. On my first trip I 
carried two suitcases filled with Christian 
textbooks and Bibles. A customs officer 
asked why i carried so many Bibles. i told 
him they were the first Bibles the CRCs in 
Matanzas were getting since 1960. i asked 
if he wanted one; he happily said yes. Also, 
while all civilians had to wait years for 
building and vehicle permits, a few pastors 
of all denominations obtained long-sought 
permits for cars (russian ladas) to use in 
church programs. Funds from related or-
ganizations in Europe or the u.s. paid for 
those vehicles as well as for badly needed 
repairs of church buildings and manses. 

After the soviet Empire collapsed in 
1990s, economic life straitened for every-
body. remarkably, though, catholic and 
Protestant churches were securing permis-
sion to hold worship services for christmas 
and Easter in outdoor amphitheaters. they 
had to jump through many hoops, but that 
remains a wry fact of daily life for every 
Cuban; some officials are impatient, rude 
and lazy. it reminds me of my days in the 
u.s. Army. 

Hopeful present cooperation 
During these years the cuban crc was 

developing and strengthening partnerships 
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John Strikwerda and Chris Toornstra suck-
ing on sugar cane.

The oldest Christian Reformed church in Cuba: 
Jaguey Grande, Matanazas.

Meeting at a public park in Varadero: Jim Dekker (left), 
Rev. Lazaro Felix Gomez (red shirt, President of CRC 
in Cuba), Rev. Jordanys Diaz (Vice-President of CRC in 
Cuba).


