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It wasn’t surprising that they had decided to leave the city.
Jerusalem had again failed to live up to its name.
Bloodshed, not peace, had been raining in this city for years,
and the last couple of days had been just more of the same.
Another round of arrests,
more beatings and corrupt trials,
another group of crucifixions,
more violence in the police state,
yet another repression of anything that could be a threat to the city

and its religious, political and economic elite.

This city that had held their hopes and dreams,
this city that had been the bearer of the promises,
this city where they had hoped to see the redemption of Israel,
this city where they had longed to see streets for dwelling,

justice in the gates,
jubilee in the land,
the protection of orphans, widows and strangers,
refuge for the vulnerable;

this city that they had hoped would be the capitol for the Kingdom of God,
. . . this city had failed them again. 

Continued on page 2

Resurrection and the City
Brian Walsh
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So they made their way out of the city in order to go to a village.
Any hope for urban renewal had been dashed.

They left the city because the one in whom they had put their hope,
the one who had come into this city with such fanfare just a week earlier,
the one who had proclaimed a vision that resonated so deeply with the promises,
the one who had said that Jubilee was at hand,
the one who had come to clean house
and to establish nothing less than the Kingdom of God . . . 
that one, had been left hanging on a cross on Friday.

And now the women were telling stories of a missing body.

No wonder they left town.
There was nothing to keep them there.
It was all too much.
Disappointment, shattered dreams, and now the indignity of a stolen body.
Time to get the hell out of Jerusalem,

maybe to try to get the hell of Jerusalem out of their systems.

Jerusalem had become Babylon and Babylon it would remain.
It was just another round in the losing fight,
out along the great divide tonight.

They drank their fill and still thirst for more,
asking if there’s no kingdom, what is this hunger for?

They had lifted up their prayers against the odds
and now fear that the silence is the voice of God.

But it was into that silence that the voice spoke.

“What are you talking about?”

They stopped dead in their tracks.
The question itself had dumbfounded them,
froze them to the spot on the road where it was asked.

“What are we talking about?
Are you the only stranger around Jerusalem who hasn’t heard the news?”

“What news?” the stranger asked.

“The news of Jesus of Nazareth,
the news of this prophet of mighty power and liberating teachings,
the news of how the chief priests handed him over to the Romans

– to the Romans! – 
and they crucified him.
And we had hoped that he would be the one to redeem Israel,

we had hoped that the promises would have come to pass,
we had hoped that Jerusalem would be restored.

And to make it worse, the body is now gone.”

“You really don’t get it do you?” the stranger replied.
“You don’t understand that it was necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory.”
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets he interpreted to them the things about himself in the scriptures.

Beginning with Moses and the prophets he interpreted to them the things about himself in the scriptures.

That would have been the Bible study of all Bible studies.

Their hopes have been demolished because the story
has not turned out the way that they thought it would.

So he retells the story to help them to see
that this is exactly where this story had been going for a very, very long time.

It was necessary that this story would go to a cross,
it was necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things,
because this is what this story has always been about.

From the very beginning when God made covenant with a violent partner,
this was going to be a story of suffering – divine suffering.

By entering into covenant,
God made the choice to suffer because of the violence of humanity,
indeed, to suffer from the very violence that has been at the foundation
of human city-building.

By entering into covenant,
God made the choice to suffer with his people
when they were subjected to the violence the city-building projects
of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon and even Israel’s own kings.

By entering into covenant,
God made the choice to suffer for his people
as a servant who defeats the violence of evil by bearing it,
allowing the fury and violence of the city to expend itself on his very body.

The dream for the city might be one of shalom,
but the reality continues to be one of violence.
And what the cross tells us is that the evil of violence
cannot be defeated on its own terms.

Resurrection and the City

The city of God will not be achieved
through a battle of strength against strength,

enmity against enmity,
power against power.

Any city erected on such strength, enmity and power
will just repeat the sad story of Jerusalem/Babylon all over again.

No, the New Jerusalem,
that better city that we seek,
that city of refuge,
that city of safety and hospitality,
that city of justice and restoration,
that restored city of shalom,
that city where God will dwell,

is a city built on the foundations of suffering love,
or it is not built at all.

Something like this, I think, is the story
that Jesus told those disciples on the road to Emmaus.
It is this story that makes sense out of the devastating events of the last couple of days.
It is this story that makes sense out of a Messiah hanging on a cross.

But it is not what opened the eyes of these two dejected and disappointed disciples.

The retelling of the story was essential,
because only in hearing the story anew as a story of suffering,
could the story be opened up again and hope could be reborn.

But it took more than a story,
it took more than a good sermon,
to open their eyes to the reality of resurrection in their very midst.

For that, they needed to break bread with Jesus.

The city that we long for is not a city of mere words.
The city that we long for is rooted in a story,
but that story must be enacted if it is to be true.

And so Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it to them.
Then, and only then, were their eyes opened.
And that is all that was needed.

A resurrection appearance in which there is a telling of the story
and the breaking of bread.
Word and sacrament.
That’s all that was needed.

So Jesus slips away.

And recognizing that it was Jesus who had been with them,
confessing that their hearts had been burning when he
retold the story to them on the road,

these two dejected, defeated and disappointed disciples,
take to the road again . . .
back to the city.

Back to the city of death with news of life,
back to the city of disappointment with hope,
back to the city of bloodshed with news of shalom,
back to the city of crucifixion with the reality of resurrection.

This is our story, this is our song.

And because of Easter,
because the stone was rolled away,
because the tomb was empty,
because evil had done its worse but could not hold Jesus down,
because of the resurrection,
the risen one is in our midst,
hope has broken through despair,
life has conquered death,
and the New Jerusalem, that restored and renewed city of shalom,
is a sure hope, and a present reality.

Welcome home. Welcome to the City of God. 

The painting on page 1, “The Road to Emmaus” based on Luke 
24, is by Daniel Bonnell, a graduate of the Atlanta College of Art. 
His paintings can be found in private collections, churches and 
cathedrals around the world. His complete works are available at 
BonnellArt.com. Image used here by permission of the artist.

Brian J. Walsh is a Christian Reformed campus minister at the 
University of Toronto and Adjunct Professor of Theology of Culture 

at Wycliffe and Trinity Colleges. His most recent book is Kicking 
at the Darkness: Bruce cockburn and the christian imagination 

(Brazos Press). He is a regular contributor to empireremixed.com.
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Melissa Kuipers

In grade five, I decided to become a writer.
Our teacher, Mr. Sneller, had asked us to write short stories. 

I don’t remember what mine was about, but I remember that he 
typed them all up and put them in a binder at the back of the class 
for everyone to read. I did okay on the assignment, but what really 
“hooked” me was seeing my work in print, even if the book was 
just a three-ring loose-leaf binder.

Over the years of school that followed, I took every opportunity I could find to practice 
creative writing. 

The results were not always spectacular. 
In grade eight, I entered a speechwriting contest (I placed second). In grade 12, I 

entered a local Royal Canadian Legion poetry-writing contest (I won, but showed up to 
the ceremony reeking of barf and booze, and was taken home by my neighbour before I 
could claim my prize). In undergrad, I helped print a satire of Redeemer College student 
paper (The Crown) that we called The Frown. In grad school at Queen’s I was part of a 
start-up campus newspaper called INQ, (which turned out to have been funded by money 
stolen from Kingston charities – including the Canadian Cancer Society).

There were successes, too. When I was 13, the Calvinist Contact (the forerunner of this 
paper) published a serial of mine called “Canis the Robot.” In high school, I swept the poetry 
and short story categories of the Fine Arts Festival. At Redeemer, I helped start a poetry 
and fiction journal (The Minstrel, which still exists today) and, while I was a teacher, I took 
an MA in writing and managed to get some articles published in the Globe and Mail and 
recorded a couple of radio documentaries for CBC. A few years ago I won an award for 
humour – something I remind my son of every time he groans at one of my jokes.

I kept at writing not because I was the best at it (several of my friends in school were – and 
still are – much better writers than I will ever be) but because I was so bad at so many other 
things, writing stood out as the one way I didn’t completely suck. Plus, in our house, we 
took the parable of the talents literally. My parents believed that if there was something you 
were good at, you had an obligation to develop that gift. I thought of myself as a writer, and 
while I was never the most gifted at it, I treated my meager skill seriously and worked at it. 

What gives meaning to life?
On a foggy night in my first year of university, I went out for a walk. Somehow, I found 

myself in the playground of a school near my dorm and prayed – as sincerely as I knew 
how – that God would find a way to use my writing, somehow. I prayed a version of that 
prayer often in the years that followed. One day, supported by my wife, Sandy, I quit my 
teaching job and started looking for work as a writer. I didn’t know what I wanted to do, 
but I felt called to find out. 

That’s how I eventually found myself working as a speechwriter for the Ontario govern-
ment. I first wrote for Premier Mike Harris, then Ernie Eves, then Dalton McGuinty. Of the 
three, my work with Premier McGuinty was by far the most rewarding and challenging. Not 
because it was easy: I often worked seven days a week and evenings and had to be available 
at a second’s notice. Not because it was glamorous: speechwriters work anonymously and 
often have their work completely rewritten. Not because it was popular: it’s not easy being 
the only card-carrying Liberal in a conservative church.  

I loved what I did because it fulfilled my calling. It had meaning. 
I helped work on events as diverse as addressing the fiscal gap between Ontario and the 

federal government, election campaigns, hospital openings, a new green energy plan, the 
launch of full-day kindergarten, the opening of research institutions and the creation of 
a campaign to end youth gun violence funded by the Liberal government and adminis-
tered through Toronto churches. I worked long and hard, and behind the scenes on these 
issues because they mattered to me. I worked with really great people – much smarter 
and kinder than me – who taught me a lot. My work had meaning. And that meant, for 
me at least, that my life had meaning, too. 

Then, one day, I quit. 
There were lots of reasons but, mostly, I just felt like it was time. Today, I have a new 

job – one that is rewarding in a different way – and one I could not have had without the 
grace of God and the power of answered prayer. Today, I still get to write – here in the 
pages of CC, for example – and I’m grateful for that.  

I write all of this not to boast about the career I’ve had. And not even to testify about 
the difference that prayer has made in that career. Instead, I write all of this because I’m 
ashamed, actually. 

In other areas of my life, I’ve failed. I wish I could find a kinder word, but I can’t. It’s 
no coincidence that the only prayer I have consistently held in my heart all these years 
is the one part of my life that has seen success. in my relationships, my spiritual life, my 
lack of discipline, patience, humility and kindness – all untouched by prayer – I’ve fallen 
down. And this, despite all the proof I could ever need or want that prayer actually works.

I wasn’t a decent writer, but I prayed about it and became one. I haven’t always been 
a kind person, either, but i didn’t think i needed to pray about that. Despite that, God 

managed to do good through me, I think, in what that I helped others to do. Now, with 
that work largely behind me, the new and most fervent prayer of my heart is that rather 
than doing good, i become good. or better, at least. 

I guess I’m a slow learner. 
Today, 35 years after seeing my name in a book at the back of a grade five classroom, 

27 years after taking a walk one foggy night, 14 years after I started working at Queen’s 
Park, I finally understand that in life, you get what you pray for. And what you pray for 
matters very much. 

Lloyd Rang is Director of Communications at the UofT Faculty of Medicine and a 
part-time political consultant. He lives in Bowmanville, Ont. and attends Rehoboth CRC.

You get what you pray for

It's no coincidence that the only prayer I have held in my heart all these years is the 
one part of my life that has seen success. 
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Editorials

Virginia Lettinga
“Are you sure that we belong in the 

christian reformed church?” i asked my 
husband after a weekend conference in 
which I had bounced between clusters of 
friends who represented many of the dif-

ferent strands in the denomination. By the end, i felt like i 
had gone tubing down a rocky river and come out bruised. 

Perhaps one of the challenges to the denomination in the 
21st century is to learn to live under a Reformed canopy 
that includes pietists, Kuyperians, doctrinalists, charismat-
ics and more – with appreciation for the emphases God 
gives to his church through these different perspectives 
rather sparking fresh internecine battles. We would be 
fools not to admit that the Reformed tradition has spawned 
splintering churches. theological arguments begun in the 
netherlands, scotland and England slid into the Americas 
and were given fresh grist with a fundamentalist approach 
to scripture and a democratic social climate. 

In recent decades, theological disputes about women in 
the church and the approach to Genesis 1-3 have created 
vigorous arguments and fractured congregations, and left a 
host of small “purified” denominations. At the same time, 
Reformed cynicism toward pietism and evangelicalism 
has encouraged a steady stream of warm-hearted Calvin-
ists to slide into non-Reformed congregations where their 
knowledge of Scripture is appreciated and their inclination 
toward praise and worship songs shared. 

I flinch at hearing “evangelical” used as short-hand for 
theologically sloppy, mega-church oriented worship and 
wince at hearing “Reformed” used to mean abstract doc-
trinal complexity. But some of my best friends do one or 
the other. And all of them now probably feel cross at me. I 
will admit that there is some truth in the negative associa-
tions ascribed to each label, yet bristle at those who focus 
on the worst features. If we insist on using these labels in 
the most critical and least charitable forms, surely we will 
shred ourselves to death. 

Good news for all people
As a Christian Reformed chaplain serving the University 

of northern B.c., i seldom found any of the labels for sub-
categories of christians useful. 

“Are you a Christian chaplain?” a graduate student 
asked early in the semester. I affirmed that I was. 

“So you believe that I’m going to hell?” was his next 
comment. Does it matter whether his perspective on Chris-
tians was shaped by watching The Simpsons, attending a 
Salvation Army summer camp as a kid, or listening with 
half an ear to the Reformed preacher from the pew beside 
his grandmother? 

“I believe that God loves you and me and this screwed 

Angela Reitsma Bick
When a mouse died and started decompos-

ing in a trap under our sink, i needed back-up.  
Our two-year-old son.
“Ben, get your hockey sticks,” i said, 

covering my nose. He happily obliged.
“What ya doing?” he asked.
trying not to look at the corpse as i prodded it out of 

the cupboard, I gave him the basics. “Dead mouse. Really, 
really gross.”

instant outrage.
“My sticks!” he cried. “not for mice. For hockey!!”
I’ve played more hockey since Ben was born than ever 

before, which admittedly was not a hard record to beat. I 
can only take so much living room hockey, though, before 
hollering, “Go play somewhere else!” 

Luckily, this is exactly what kids need – unstructured 
free time. For my kids and most young canadians, it’s in 
short supply. 

We tend to think of “play” as the 
work that children should be doing. We 
heavily supervise, schedule and keep it 
safe, until pre-planned activities are a 
full-time job. But hyper-regulating play 
reduces some of its natural benefits. 

i’m fascinated by studies in the rela-
tively new field of play research, which 
explain how certain kinds of play influ-
ence development. I’m also convinced 
that we are made in the image of a play-
ful, creative God. The Latin roots of rec-
reation mean “to create anew, to restore, 
to refresh.” Don’t the very words soothe 
your tired spirits? We could probably all 
use a little more playtime – not diver-
sion or entertainment, but that which 
truly brings renewal.

Defining play 
Research has found that five types of play are consistent in 

countries around the world and throughout history. And vari-
ous studies prove that each type is important for the healthy 
development – both cognitive and emotional – of kids. 

The first is physical play, including touch, which relates 

to self-confidence. One study showed that grade one kids 
who regularly wrestle with their fathers do better socially. 

Play with objects is the second kind, which simply 
means figuring out how things work; this develops the 
ability to strategize and problem solve. 

Symbolic play, the third, includes language, visual arts 
and music, and it enhances our ability to express ourselves 
and understand others. Fourth: socio-dramatic play, also 
essential because the ability children have to enact a narra-
tive predicts social and academic competence later in life. 

And lastly, games with rules, even as simple as 
Hide’n’seek, help children make sense of the world and 
interact with others.

Childhood without these is known as play depriva-
tion. Interestingly, poverty can result in play deprivation 
(because of malnourishment, for example), but so – for 
different reasons – can affluence. 

one 2008 study demonstrated that children in nicaragua 
had more opportunities for outdoor 
play than British children did. this 
led to greater independence and self-
reliance in the nicaraguans. north 
American children today play outside 
roughly 20 hours per week (including 
at school), where a generation ago that 
number was 40. 

less time outdoors and more 
screen time: the way our kids play has 
surprisingly serious consequences.

“For the first time since this kind of 
data has been collected,” cBc’s The 
Current reported on March 26, “more 
kids are being diagnosed with mental 
health conditions than with physical 
ones.” The segment featured excerpts 
from Angry Kids and Stressed Out 
Parents, a new documentary about 
children with high levels of anger, 
aggression and other behaviour prob-

lems. changing patterns of play are partially to blame.
“Parents are busy in their own stressful and chaotic lives,” 

one doctor said. “There’s very little time that children have 
where people are present with them just to be with them.” 

Don’t press play
After the kids scatter, I’m left with inevitable remnants 

of Mom Guilt. 
I should go play with them. 
Yep. 
Not because they need supervision. 
Because I need a time of renewal too.
Jesus attended parties, weddings and feasts, but he also 

took time alone and with just his disciples. I think of adult play 
as anything that replenishes your soul: baseball game, Euchre 
tournament, concert, 5K race, jam session, pottery class, book 
club, poetry night, choir practice, gardening, the Easter play at 
your church. These should be an antidote for workaholics, not 
an escape for procrastinators. They should reinvigorate you 
for full participation in all other areas of your life. 

Remember all those skills that play teaches kids? We 
don’t graduate into adulthood and stop needing them. 
Adults who engage in leisure and recreation will cultivate 
those important life skills as well, will be created anew, 
restored, refreshed.

“You not too busy for to play with me?” Ben asks.
no, i’m not too busy. 
hockey sticks are for hockey. 
let’s go.

Angela Reitsma Bick lives with her family in 
Newcastle, Ont. They are new members of Hope Fellowship CRC.
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up world so much that he became a human – Jesus – in order to fix things,” I answered. 
“What do you think could fix messed up people in a messed up world?” We sat down and 
had a very good conversation. 

I would argue that my response shows my evangelical tendencies – an insistence that 
God’s message is good news rooted in Christ – as well as a postmodern inclination to 
carry on a conversation via questions. (A style of conversation also modeled by Jesus!) 
The next day I sent a note to a small cluster from the pietistic side of our campus ministry 
supporters, describing the conversation and asking them to hold this graduate student 
before the Lord in prayer. 

Why should the Reformed patterns that shape my understanding of God and his world 
– creation, fall, redemption; covenantal theology; cultural mandates and the Kingdom – 
be in tension with an evangelical or pietistic warmth of heart? Abraham Kuyper certainly 
blended the strands. 

What would it take to convince one another that it really is good to share charismatic en-
thusiasm, neoCalvinist drive and rich church liturgies under a broad Reformed umbrella?

Virginia Miller Lettinga and her husband Neil job-shared the position of CR chaplain at the 
University of Northern BC for nine years, have recently served two congregations as transitional 

staff, and are always on the look out for short-term jobs with churches, ministries and universities.

In the Feb. 24 issue of CC, John Van Sloten asks, “What if God has something new for 
the CRC?” YES! We would be in AWE of tiny chickadees frolicking in spring, new buds 
in trees, the colour of the setting sun, the trust in the eyes of a dog, the love of friends, the 
generosity of neighbours, the sincerity of people with different beliefs, the miracle of the 
cosmos. We would see our adult children for the spirited people they really are, and reflect 
God’s love to them and not worry or argue. We would embrace different points of view and 
not need to be right. Our God within us would work out our salvation right here on earth 
because that is where heaven would be. God’s kingdom is now. Life’s challenges would 
transform us and open us up to new experiences. We would reason less and BE more. We 
would let go, start each day anew with space for God’s surprises beyond our imagination!

Vicky Van Andel
Edmonton, Alta.

With interest I read Pastor John van Sloten’s guest editorial “What if God has some-
thing new for the CRC?” (Feb. 24).

This is exactly what Dr. Abraham Kuyper taught when he wrote a series of articles 
on common grace (De gemeene gratie) in the church paper (De Heraut) in1870 and in 
early 1900. In book form, the three volumes were over 1,700 pages. I remember at age 
19 I reluctantly pulled these out of the bookcase with the thought that it is too much to 
read. But I read a little of it and was hooked. 

It was said in my time, if you read Kuyper’s book on common grace, you can skip young 
people meetings, because you know it all. A lot happens in between Genesis 3 and Genesis 
12. Humanity was down to eight people after the flood and had multiplied to nations again 
when God called Abraham. Kuyper calls it the forgotten covenant that God made with 
Noah. We so easily read after the creation story Gen. 12, God’s dealing with Abraham, and 
we ignore God’s covenant with Noah, related to all living creatures in which we have our 
life from insects to the biggest creature that lives. 

Following up on Pastor John Van Sloten’s idea, read Kuyper’s Common Grace. The first 
volume (Adam to Noah) was translated into English last November. Part two (temptation 
to Babel) and part three (Abraham to parousia – the coming of the Lord) will be available 
this or next year. The translations are a collaborative project between the Acton Institute 
and Kuyper College. The books offer deep insight into the significance of the Christian 
faith for the contemporary world. And the translations are excellent.  

Bill Luymes 
Delta, B.C.

Editor’s note: In May, Christian Courier plans to print John Boer’s translation of 
Kuyper’s meditations on Pentecost. 

I read Kathy Vandergrift’s article, “Soul repair for Afghan vets” (Jan. 27), with great interest 
and was impressed by her discussion of the “moral injuries” caused by modern warfare.

This discussion is particularly important today, as Canada’s military mission in Af-
ghanistan drew to a close in March and the last of our deployed Forces returned home.

All Canadians extend our appreciation and thanks to the brave women and men of the 
Canadian Armed Forces and the RMCP, as well as the public servants and civilians who 
served valiantly in Afghanistan. We also owe a great debt of gratitude to the families who 
supported their loved ones during deployments.

All those who served have made enormous sacrifices during Canada’s largest military 
deployment since the Second World War. Canadian women and men carried out their du-
ties with the utmost professionalism and distinction. We are immensely proud and grateful 
of their service to enhance peace, stability and hope in a troubled region of the world.

Most importantly, we remember those individuals – both military and civilian – who made 
the ultimate sacrifice during the mission. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families 
and loved ones of the 158 Canadian soldiers, civilian consultants, diplomat and a journalist 
who lost their lives in the line of duty. We also remember those who were injured and will 
forever bear the scars, physical and invisible, of their service.

While Canada’s mission may have ended, our responsibilities do not. As a country, we 
must take the best possible care of all those who have returned from Afghanistan.

Joyce Murray, MP 
Liberal Party of Canada Defence Critic

Vancouver, B.C.
Correction

In the March 10 
Christian Courier, we 
included an article en-
titled “Will people have 
disabilities in heaven?” 
by Mark Stephenson 
and identified it as a 
reprint from Think 
Christian’s website. 
We should have men-
tioned that it also, and 
originally, appeared on 
the Disability Concerns 
Network blog in 2011. 
Our apologies!

Van Sloten echoes Kuyper 

War vets deserve the best possible care

What’s new? That God’s Kingdom is now

Name-calling? continued

The idea of a church billing long-time members – or anyone, really – for a funeral 
is shocking (“Churches and funerals: A look at the going rate,” March 10). Whatever 
happened to “bear one another’s burdens,” or to the notion of the congregation being 
an extended family? It’s just one more step down the path of turning the church into a 
corporate entity with an executive director at the head. This increasingly businesslike 
approach, to me, is one more reason to view CRC hierarchy with mistrust. 

Wondering if my negative attitude as an ex-CRC member might rule my thinking, 
I asked a CRC sister for her opinion. She says her church “does NOT charge anything 
for a funeral for one of its own. Even the meals that we prepare for the funeral lun-
cheon which includes Panini buns with ham and cheese, beef, summer sausage, Dutch 
cheese, sandwiches with egg, chicken, salmon salads, raisin bread, plus plates full of 
other goodies, are all lovingly prepared with no price tag attached to them. We have 
always said this is the last service we can do for our members. Most times families 
will ask us what our expenses were and we make it clear that it is the final act of love 
we have for their family member. If they insist we will give them the bills for our 
expenses only, and they often give a generous donation, which goes to the church.”  
Yes, there are members who insist on paying the church for any costs connected to the 
funeral of their loved one. This merely points out that both members and leadership are 
losing sight of the church’s true mission and message.

Anne van Arragon Hutten 
Kentville, Nova Scotia

Funerals as a last act of loving kindness

mailto:subscriptions%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
http://www.christiancourier.ca
mailto:ads%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
mailto:subscriptions%40christiancourier.ca?subject=
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Marian Van til, with files from CNA, Christian Post, 
Patheos, CNS

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The two cases are very differ-
ent, but the outcome could be similar. While the Supreme 
Court of Canada was considering a case with important 
ramifications for religious liberty, the U.S. Supreme Court 
was also considering a case which Christians, in particular, 
say will have far-reaching consequences for the freedom of 
religion guaranteed to Americans by the First Amendment 
to the u.s. constitution. in addition to the First Amend-
ment, the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) 
spells out that the government “may not substantially 
burden the free exercise of religion unless it can show that 
the burden advances a compelling interest using the least 
restrictive means of achieving that interest.”  

The U.S. case was appealed to the Supreme Court by 
Hobby Lobby, a chain of 602 arts and crafts stores with 
some 13,000 employees spread over 41 states. The com-
pany is based in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and owned by 
the Green family, who are evangelical Christians. Hobby 
lobby strongly opposes on faith grounds the so-called hhs 
Mandate of the Affordable Care Act (aka Obamacare). 

The ACA was passed in 2010 but is just beginning to be 
implemented. Since then, deadlines in the law have been set 
aside and other changes made 38 times, 21 unilaterally by 
President Obama, 15 by Congress and two by the Supreme 
Court. The law was initially, and remains, immensely un-
popular. Current polls show only 42 percent of Americans 
feeling “somewhat favourable” towards the law (with 16 
percent of those “very favourable”), while 54 percent have 
an unfavourable impression, with 42 percent of those “very 
unfavourable.”  

U.S.: Supreme Court considers health insurance-related religious freedom 

March for Life 2014 in Ottawa

one of the drugs that hobby lobby refuses to 
provide its employees, RU-486, is currently illegal in 
Canada. Health Canada is reviewing new applications 
attempting once again to legalize it. 

That’s why an organization called Campaign Life 
coalition is dedicating this year’s March for life in 
Ottawa to raising awareness about the dangers of RU-
486, or the “week after” pill. 

It was developed in 1986 by French pharmaceuti-
cal company roussel uclaf, a subsidiary of the same 
company which produced the gas used in WWII death 
chambers. It is used to kill developing human beings 
in the womb at 5-9 weeks gestation. It has a long his-
tory of serious side effects, including severe bleeding 
and death for women who take it. In 2001, a Canadian 
woman died from taking this drug during clinical trials. 

see campaignlifecoalition.com for more on the 
March for life. 

Paying for abortifacients
the hhs Mandate has a birth-control stipulation that 

requires employers to give women employees who ask for 
it free, abortion-causing drugs – including “morning after” 
and “week after” pills – as part of their employer-paid-for 
health insurance plans under the AcA. Any entity refusing 
to comply will bring financial penalties on itself – unless 
the supreme court agrees that the mandate does indeed 
restrict their religious freedom. in hobby lobby’s case, a 
fine of $1.3 million a day would be levied against them.

unlike the roman catholic complainants, the Green 
family has no moral objection to birth control as such, and 
the company provides preventative contraceptives to em-
ployees as part of their health insurance. hobby lobby does 
object to two specific abortion-inducing drugs required in 
the mandate, drugs which the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration says are intended to “prevent fertilized eggs from 
implanting in the womb, thus aborting the fertilized egg.”

Hobby Lobby is one of numerous other Christian-owned 
companies of varying sizes, along with both Protestant 
and Catholic academic institutions and social service 
agencies, who have protested the mandate. It is the largest 
non-Catholic company to have filed suit, though there are 
now 28 separate law suits objecting to the HHS Mandate. 
Wheaton College, Belmont Abbey College, Colorado 
Christian University, the Eternal Word Television Network 
(EWTN) and Ave Maria University are some of those 
bringing suit. they, and hobby lobby, are represented by 
the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, which describes 
itself as “a non-profit, public-interest law firm dedicated 
to protecting the free expression of all religious traditions 
– from Anglicans to Zoroastrians.”  

God and people over profit
Hobby Lobby’s David Green has often said that he has 

two objectives for his 40-year-old company: first, “to run 
our business in harmony with God’s laws” and then, “to 
focus on people more than money.” When Hobby Lobby 
filed its suit in Oklahoma, Green said at the time, “By be-
ing required to make a choice between sacrificing our faith 
or paying millions of dollars in fines, we essentially must 
choose which poison pill to swallow. We simply cannot 
abandon our religious beliefs to comply with this mandate.” 

He further explained, “It is by God’s grace and provi-
sion that Hobby Lobby has endured. Therefore we seek 
to honour God by operating the company in a manner 
consistent with biblical principles. The conflict for me is 
that our family is being forced to choose between follow-
ing the laws of the country that we love or maintaining the 
religious beliefs that have made our business successful and 
have supported our family and thousands of our employees 
and their families.” 

Religious freedom doesn’t apply to businesses
on March 25 the supreme court heard oral arguments in 

the Hobby Lobby case, along with one brought by Cones-
toga Wood Specialties, a Mennonite-owned company with 
about a thousand employees. the obama administration 
argues that business owners give up their right to exercise 
their religion when they go into business. They have argued 
that a corporation may bring a claim over racial discrimi-
nation, but are now arguing that businesses may not bring 
claims over religious discrimination. chief Justice John 
roberts pointed out the contradiction in that position.   

though a decision 
will likely not be an-
nounced until the end 
of June, many observ-
ers hoping for a good 
outcome for hobby 
lobby and conestoga 
were alarmed by the 
direction of the que-
ries made by two of 
the women justices, 
sonia sotomayor and 
Elena Kagan. the is-

sue was compared to opposing blood transfusions or 
vaccines, suggesting that any company could object to 
just about any health-related issue and call it a religious 
freedom. Justice sotomayor suggested that hobby lobby 
could ease its conscience by simply dropping its employee 
insurance coverage and paying the fine. But Justice Roberts 
pointed out that “part of the religious commitment of the 
owners was to provide health care for its employees.” 

The court seemed divided along ideological lines, with 
liberal justices – including obama appointees sotomayor 
and Kagan – emphasizing employees’ rights to free birth 
control of all kinds, as mandated by the ACA, while the 
more conservative judges focused on government infringe-
ment of religious liberty. 

Sotomayor suggested a com-
promise: pay the fine and drop 
all employee coverage. 

David and Barbara Green, Hobby Lobby founders and 
owners, seek “to honour God” by following biblical 
principles in business. 

Twenty-seven other lawsuits are objecting to the mandate 
along with Hobby Lobby, whose store sign is seen above.

This year’s parade will be May 8.

http://www.capaignlifecoalition.com
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ARLINGTON, Virgina (LifeSiteNews) 
– The growth of pornography use, particu-
larly on the internet, is “a matter of utmost 
urgency for every son and father today,” 
a Catholic bishop told his flock recently.

Bishop Paul Loverde of the Roman 
catholic diocese of Arlington, Virginia, 
wrote a new introduction to a 77-page letter 
he first wrote in 2006. The “letter” is called 
“Bought with a Price: Every Man’s Duty 
to Protect himself and his Family from a 
Pornographic culture.”

the bishop felt the need to rerelease the 
letter because the porn industry “has grown 
exponentially in the last eight years. It is en-
gulfing our families, marriages and commu-
nities, has reached a pandemic scale,” he said. 

Pornography “has been excused as an 
outlet for free expression, supported as a 
business venture, and condoned as just an-
other form of entertainment,” said Loverde. 
But “it is not widely recognized as a threat 
to life and happiness. it is not often treated 
as a destructive addiction” that “changes the 
way men and women treat one another in 
sometimes dramatic but often subtle ways.”

Answering the objection that pornogra-
phy is a “harmless” vice, Loverde says that, 
to the contrary, the porn industry “preys on 

the most vulnerable: the poor, the abused 
and marginalized, and even children” with 
promises of easy money. “This exploitation 
of the weak is gravely sinful. Those who 
produce and distribute pornography leave a 
wide path of broken and devalued men and 
women in their wake.”

Plan of life 
the letter includes a “plan of life” to help 

those already involved in pornography use 
to break free, and a study guide for groups. 
Among the recommendations is to create 
a more accountable church community, 
encouraging men to find one or two faith-
ful Christian friends in their lives “who can 
hold you accountable for living your faith in 
the context of authentic friendship.”

“To a degree that my father could never 
have imagined,” Loverde wrote, “today’s 
father must protect himself and his children 
from the relentless assault of an increas-
ingly pornographic culture; moreover, 
mothers share this sacred task. Every home 
now stands in the pathway of this attack on 
our children’s innocence and purity. If we 
are not vigilant, our sons and daughters will 
pay a steep and heartrending price.” 

BRAMPTON, Ontario (CCNS) – Twice 
a year Partners International Canada (PIC) 
brings to canada its ministry leaders from 
around the world to share advances in their 
work overseas. Such leaders “possess out-
standing vision and are on the leading edge 
of holistic international development,” says 
Pic. they are “fueled by incredible passion 
for showing the love of God in their unique 
contexts of ministry, they help to restore 
lives and transform communities.”

Pic president Brent Mitchell said, 
“We’re excited to invite Canadians to meet 
these dynamic leaders personally and hear 
their motivating stories of faith, restoration 
and hope firsthand. We are so tremendously 
blessed to have such amazing partners.” 

M i t c h e l l 
continued, “our 
first visitor this 
spring is  the 
director of the 
Mahima After-
care home in 
Kolkata, india, 
smita singh. 
Partners inter-

national Canada works with Smita to help 
rehabilitate and reintegrate minor girls 
who have been rescued from the sex trade. 

some are as young as eight years old. smita 
uses a holistic approach to provide heal-
ing, rehabilitation and reintegration into 
the community. the home also focuses on 
preventing re-trafficking and bringing the 
perpetrators to justice.”

Smita was in Canada until April 7, trav-
eling around Ontario, speaking at various 
events and explaining the work he and 
Mahima Aftercare Home do with the girls 
they rescue. 

Carlos P. was also in Canada talking to 
Canadians about his work. He is PIC’s area 
director for south America, and is a clinical 
psychologist. He works as an advocate for 
the marginalized and endangered Andres 
and Amazon peoples. 

A third visitor, a Dr. Ghassan of the Free 
Evangelical Association of Lebanon, spoke 
of his work “sharing the narrative of God 
in the dangerous and complicated context 
of the Arab World,” including Syrian relief 
efforts.

Partners international canada is a chris-
tian not-for-profit that delivers holistic in-
ternational development. Its mission is to 
“mobilize Canadians into partnership with 
locally led nGo’s to bring sustainable trans-
formation in the world’s harshest sectors and 
to advance the Kingdom of God.” 

marian Van Til, with files from Zenit
VAticAn citY – the Vatican Apos-

tolic library and a leading technology pro-
vider have signed an agreement that would 
digitalize 82,000 manuscripts and make 
them readily available worldwide.

The agreement was announced last 
month between the Vatican and the Japa-
nese firm ntt Data, a technology ser-
vice provider known for its expertise in IT 
and “communications structures.” Besides 
books and other items from all over Europe, 
the manuscripts range from pre-columbian 
America to china and Japan, and from the 
second century through the 20th century.

By archiving the manuscripts the Vatican 
library will make available on the internet 
documents that have “inspired European 
culture,” said Archbishop Jean-louis Bru-
gues, whose title is Archivist and Librarian 
of the holy roman church. the manu-
scripts are “a sign of the universality of 
culture,” Brugues said.

The project will consist of an initial four-
year phase completing the digitization of 
3,000 manuscripts. the intent is to then 
extend it into a second phase that would 
include the 82,000 volumes.  

Toshio Iwamoto, president of NTT Data, 
noted the significance of having the ancient 
manuscripts available to the world, espe-
cially to researchers. “As a result, numer-
ous researchers in the fields of academia 
and in various fields of knowledge will be 
able to interpret the valuable manuscripts, 
to which access had long been restricted, 
in their original form.” once digitized, 
the manuscripts “will be released on the 
Vatican Apostolic Library’s website as high-
definition data,” he said. 

Chris meehan
A group of motorcycle riders will leave 

Gateway Community Christian Reformed 
church in Abbotsford, British columbia on 
Sunday, June 29 to start a 4,600-mile journey 
highlighting the dangers of pornography.

Taking part in what is being called the 
Shore 2 Shore With a Roar motorcycle 
tour, they will cross the U.S./Canadian bor-
der, ride through several U.S. states and part 
of ontario before ending their trip on July 
26 in New Jersey. Their goal is to help raise 
awareness of the devastating impact por-
nography can have on the lives of people, 
says Jim terpstra, one of the organizers.

Five major rallies, featuring well-known 
speakers on the topic of the negative influ-
ences of pornography, are planned at chris-
tian reformed churches en route. At the 
rallies and in many other stops along the 
way, Terpstra said, they will be posing the 
question: “How can we as a denomination 
combat such a huge monster in our world? I 
believe we need to start by admitting that this 
evil has crept into our churches and homes.”

Estimates vary, but a 2006 study pegged 
pornography at being a nearly $100 billion 
worldwide industry. Numbers of users are 
hard to come by since users, both inside and 
outside of the church, are reluctant to talk 
about it openly.

And that is one of the reasons for the mo-
torcycle ride. “Some of the focus will be to 
challenge the leadership of our churches to 
address the issue of pornography with posi-
tive steps and to talk about it,” said Terpstra.

Web filters
one of these steps, he says, is for 

churches to get involved with and to pro-
mote Covenant Eyes, a website that offers, 

among other things, an internet filtering 
and accountability service. “The church 
has been silent about the distortion of God’s 
gift of sex for too long. It is time to speak 
against pornography,” he says.

Although the crc has had a posi-
tion statement on pornography, terpstra’s 
church, Charlottetown CRC, on Prince 
Edward Island, wanted to see the denomi-
nation do more to educate church members 
about the dangers of pornography and to 
help people stop using or accessing it. With 
this in mind, Charlottetown CRC drew up 
an overture that Classis Eastern Canada 
brought before synod 2012, asking the 
denomination to plan ways to address the 
problem of pornography.

After discussing the overture, Synod 2012 
urged “each congregation to carefully and ac-
tively address the damage being done through 
the use of pornography and to promote a 
biblically healthy view of human sexuality.” 
it also said use of the internet has made access 
to pornographic materials much easier.

the crc’s safe church Ministry is sup-
porting the Shore 2 Shore motorcycle ride. 
On its website, it says: “Internet pornogra-
phy doesn’t belong in christian commu-
nity. it does not honour God, or others, but 
debases, rather than celebrates his gift of 
sexuality. Let’s talk about it.” 

Bishop: Porn is ‘epidemic plague;’ 
men must recommit to purity

‘Hope in Action’ visitors 
to Canada highlight 
their work among the 
marginalized

Vatican library to digitalize 
82,000 manuscripts

Motorcycle riders to bring 
message about porn 

Singh has helped rescue 
171 women and girls 
from the sex trade.

The tour hopes to challenge leaders to 
address the crisis. 

http://shore2shore2014.com/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.covenanteyes.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJF1bhRmjtd8IJWNanFshWbW_J1Q
http://www.crcna.org/welcome/beliefs/position-statements/pornography
http://www.crcna.org/welcome/beliefs/position-statements/pornography
http://www.crcna.org/SafeChurch


PAGE 8 christiAn couriEr

Columns

How do we go about justly ending an empire? How do we fairly allocate 
land to the fragments left over, and how do we draw the lines between them 
without causing undue hardship and bloodshed?

Ukraine has long been a sharply divided country, as even its name, often 
translated as “borderland,” indicates. Briefly independent in the immediate 
aftermath of the Great War, it quickly became integrated into the Soviet 
Union as one of several “soviet socialist republics.” Yet at various times in 
its history, land now part of Ukraine has belonged, not only to Russia but 

to Poland, Austria-Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Lithuania and Turkey. In ancient 
times, moreover, the land was variously occupied by nomadic Scythians, Cumans, Khazars, 
Tatars and Mongols. Given this historic lack of homogeneity, it should not surprise us that 
21st-century Ukraine should lack a cohesive national identity felt evenly across the country. 

How did Ukraine become so divided? Far from being a recent development, the division 
is centuries old. The linguistic line between Russophones and Ukrainophones (if I can adapt 
Canadian terms for present purposes) runs along the historic border between the 18th-century 
Kingdom of Poland and catherine the Great’s russia. the area along the Black sea, including 
the contested crimean peninsula, belonged to the ottoman Empire until catherine succeeded 
in annexing it. Once she was in control, she dubbed the conquered territories Novorossiya, 
or New Russia, and opened them to settlement by Russians and other Europeans. In short, 
the Russian character of these territories is not a new thing.

As for the Crimean peninsula, this too was gradually russified, with indigenous Crimean 
Tatars, who speak a Turkic language, subject to removal at various times. With its mild climate, 
Crimea became the destination of Russians wishing to escape the harsh weather gripping the 
rest of the country. The Tsar himself had a summer residence at Yalta, Livadia Palace. Within 
the Soviet Union, Crimea remained 
a part of the Russian Soviet Federa-
tive Socialist Republic until 1954, 
when Nikita Khrushchev arbitrarily 
awarded it to the Ukrainian Soviet 
socialist republic.

Thus when the Soviet Union broke 
up along the former republican lines, 
crimea found itself formally part of 
Ukraine, but with continued substan-
tial russian influence. After some 
expressions of separatist sentiment, 
Kiev allowed Crimea considerable 
autonomy under its own parliament.

What happens next?
Now, with the events of the past few months coming to a head in February, Crimea has 

moved, seemingly permanently, into the Russian Federation, with the active support of the 
majority of residents. Now what? The United States and the European Union naturally op-
pose this irregular annexation, but there is little they can practically do to reverse it. Here is 
the worst case scenario: 

crimea becomes a member of the russian Federation. the rest of ukraine remains di-
vided with the russified south and east carrying proportionately less political weight now that 
Crimea is gone. A pro-Western president becomes inevitable in the next – and subsequent 
– elections, prompting further discontent amongst russified Ukrainians, who begin agitating 
for Moscow’s further intervention. In response, Russia consolidates its hold on the oblasts 
(districts) along the Black Sea and the east, leaving a vastly smaller Ukraine occupying only 
those lands once part of the old Polish kingdom.

A best case scenario would see a negotiated settlement satisfying the territorial concerns 
of Kiev while allowing Crimea to forge closer relations with Moscow. In this case, Ukraine 
remains a borderland or buffer between Russia and the West, but not being part of either.

It is difficult at this point to say which is the more likely outcome. No matter what happens, 
however, recent events demonstrate that the breakup of the Soviet Union left a lot of unresolved 
issues in its wake, with formal borders not necessarily corresponding to realities on the ground.

How, indeed, does one justly partition an empire? Great Britain could divest itself of its 
empire and withdraw into the British Isles, but Russia could not repeat this feat, because 
it was a contiguous land-based empire without an obvious “motherland.” Appealing to the 
inviolability of international borders, as the West prefers to do, will likely be without effect 
in the former Soviet Union, where millions feel themselves to be on the wrong side of ap-
parently arbitrary boundary lines.

Tidying up the remnants of a failed empire is no simple matter, and it will take consider-
able wisdom to do so justly. 

David T. Koyzis teaches politics at Redeemer University College and has just published a new 
book, We Answer to Another: Authority, Office, and the Image of God (Pickwick Publications, 2014).

Last month in a reflection about Pete Seeger I shared a question 
that students have asked me. 

“If two people are equally talented, can it be one person’s call-
ing to support the other person?” I believe the answer is no. There 
will be some who quit reading at this point, thinking I am critical 
of people who sacrifice for others. But I ask you to stick with this 
column and the two that follow. I’ll share what I have experienced, 
and i hope for feedback and stories from CC readers.

In terms of what God calls us to be, it’s a mistake to assume that careers are the 
most important thing. But it’s also a mistake to think that God’s call to care for a 
family should short circuit the development of other talents that God has given us. It’s 
our responsibility to think about how a fallen creation has caused us to adopt social 
structures that limit our response to God, and it’s our responsibility to consider how 
we might challenge culture to allow the flourishing of all aspects of our created selves.

one of the things that surprised me about teaching college students is that the more 
things change, the more they really stay the same. When I was at Trinity Christian 
College in the 1970s, girls would stay up late at night talking about boys, marriage 
and careers. We wondered whether it was possible to “have it all.” Now almost 40 
years later I am a faculty member at a Christian university in the Reformed tradition 
and I hear the same conversations. 

Talking with my students has highlighted for me a mistake my generation made. In 
the 70s and 80s we “leaned in,” as Sheryl Sandberg encourages young women today 
to do. We postponed families and believed that the women’s movement was behind 
us. In some ways we were right. Women today have many more choices than before 
and the men of my generation are more involved in parenting and housework than 
were the men of my father’s generation.

But we made a mistake in thinking that the focus should be only on rights and 
opportunities for women. The real question for both sexes is, “What does it mean to 
respond to God in all facets of our lives?” 

Guilt and ambition 
I started practicing law at 24 and blithely assumed that when the time came I’d 

balance my work and child care with aplomb. When my son was born, however, I 
knew I didn’t want to practice law at the same pace while he was young. By the time 
he was five, I realized that while I could mix work and being a mom I’d never have 
the legal profession I had once envisioned. It wasn’t a huge sacrifice; I’m lucky to 
have a great family and work I love. But many people do not have the choices I have 
had and working out a balance is harder for them. Even for me, there was so much 
guilt. Guilt over not being with my child; guilt over what felt like a lack of ambition 
for someone with my professional background. 

When I started college teaching I began to informally question alum and colleagues 
who had become parents. I asked them about ambition and I asked them about guilt. 
Mothers almost always felt guilty; fathers felt guilt commensurate with the intimate 
time they spent with their young children. The more time men spent with children the 
greater the guilt they experienced when they were working. But the more fathers took 
on guilt, the less guilt was experienced by the mothers. Interesting. Not scientific, but 
interesting.

For people who believe in traditional gender roles, the solution is clear – one stays 
home, the other is in the work world. I’d argue, however, that for those who choose to have 
children, both men and women are better off when they are equally intimately engaged in 
the lives of their children. And both men and women are better off when they are equally 
helping to structure and take responsibility for the world around us. This cannot be done 
without a dramatic change in the way we think about work and parenting.  

 In May, Julia will talk about ways Christians can help to restructure the work world, 
which would lead to better opportunities for shared parenting. The Shared Parenting 

movement will be the topic in June. Julia (jstronks@whitworth.edu) has practiced law 
and is the Edward B. Lindaman Chair at Whitworth University in Spokane, Wash.

Leaning In, 
having it all and 
challenging culture
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Remnants of failed empire: 
Ukraine and Crimea

A Russian reaches for a knife as he takes down the 
Ukrainian Navy flag to replace it with a Russian one. 
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Shiao Chong
What is “White Privilege” 

and how does it affect the iden-
tities of those whom our Cana-
dian culture labels as “white”? 
This question is what the re-
source tool Cracking Open 
White Identity towards Trans-
formation seeks to explore and 
answer. Written primarily for 
a Canadian audience (in both 
English and French), Cracking 
Open is a collection of personal 
essays by an ecumenical cast 
of primarily white Christian 
writers, including Christian Re-
formed authors. Most of these 
essays take the form of per-
sonal stories where the writers 
examine their own journeys in 
discovering white privilege in 

their lives. These are accompanied by biblical reflections and learning activities. The 
book is designed for church workshops and study groups.

Many of the personal stories are poignant and I suspect many readers will be able 
to relate them to their own experience. Although primarily aimed at “white” folks, 
as a Chinese man I still find much to relate to and to learn from in this resource. 
The personal story approach makes this book less of a brow-beating, guilt-you-into-
change tool and more of a let-us-journey-together-towards-transformation resource. 
As readers read each writer’s personal discovery, we join them in discovering white 
privilege for ourselves. We are invited, then, to reflect on how we may have been 
blind to unearned privilege, and even how we may have unwittingly benefited from 
it. We also learn how, despite the best of intentions and forethought, the snares of 
racism can still trap us and hurt us. 

One of my favourite essays in 
this collection is “Mummy, i’m part 
White” by Sue Eagle, a white Men-
nonite woman married to an First 
Nations man and mother of two 
daughters. Sue recounts the day when 
people assumed that her aboriginal-
looking baby girl was adopted. She 
also remembers the day when her 
oldest daughter realized that she was 
part white and exclaimed in an upset-
ting tone, “i’m not special anymore!” 
I loved Sue Eagle’s honesty in explor-
ing the time when she “played the 
race card” by using her daughter’s 
indigenous identity inappropriately. 
This is one example of the many fine personal stories that move us and inform us. 

Racism does not only affect people of colour. In a society infected with racism, 
the dominant racial group’s identity becomes wrapped up with unearned privilege 
and power. And members of the dominant group are almost always oblivious to these 
privileges and power, even though they benefit from them. In our North American 
culture, white privilege actually skews the identity of white people and strains the 
relationship of white people with people of colour. It reinforces racism. Hence, any 
steps towards dismantling the sin of racism in our culture requires us to take an honest 
look at white privilege, to reveal what was hidden and assumed, so that we – white 
or otherwise – are no longer ensnared by it.

copies can be ordered online from the canadian council of 
Churches website. And at the price of only ten dollars, this resource 
is a worthwhile investment for any church group, or any individual, 
who wishes to journey towards transforming societal assumptions 
of white privilege and power.

Shiao Chong is the Christian Reformed 
Campus minister at York University in Toronto, Ont.

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema
In this fast-paced, thought-provok-

ing novel, Zoe Fleming, a 29-year-old 
American attorney, works in Zambia 
for the coalition of international legal 
Advocates (CILA), a London-based 
non-profit organization that com-
bats human rights abuses worldwide. 
Though CILA is a fictional organiza-
tion, it echoes the work of the Interna-
tional Justice Mission (IJM). For his 
realistic, compelling book, Addison 
is indebted to IJM’s work in Zambia.

Zoe’s discordant relationship with 
her father, a senator campaigning 
to win the United States presidency, 
stems from unresolved trauma and 
broken trust. Also, Zoe opposes his 
foreign aid policies because “his solu-
tion to the budget crisis is to gut the 
programs that benefit the people I work 
with every day.”

one of those people is Kuyeya, an 
orphaned girl with Down Syndrome, 
who was raped, then left abandoned 
in the street. 

As Zoe and other CILA staff build a case to discover the rapist’s identity and bring him to 
justice, they encounter one obstacle after another. Zambia’s cultural climate is one of them. 
Sarge, Zoe’s colleague, sums it up: “Today, 50 years after our country gained its independence, 
girls in our cities are not free. They live in fear. They are afraid because they are targets, 
because some men consider sex with the girl of their choosing to be a moral right. It is up to 
us – lawyers, judges, keepers of the law – to liberate our children from fear.” 

Sarge also laments the fact that, though DNA testing is embraced by many nations, Zambia 
has not done so because of indecision and lack of political will. With conviction and barely 
restrained anger, Sarge proclaims, “One day in this very courtroom DNA will be used to 
convict the rapist of a child. The only question before this Court is whether today is the day.”

Though the lawyers obtain permission to gather a suspect’s DNA specimen, the theft of other 
evidence mars their victory. Before long, a disturbing question thrusts itself into the messy 
proceeding: did the rapist perform the evil deed in order to purge himself of HIV\AIDS? Did he 
believe the myth that sexual intercourse with a virgin could lead to healing from the scourge? 

As the weeks pass, Zoe often visits Kuyeya in the St. Francis Home for Children where 
she is being cared for by nuns. Soon any professional distance Zoe might have tried to main-
tain gives way to a profound kinship with the child. Unresolved emotions from past trauma 
resurface as she encounters Kuyeya’s suffering and the efforts of powerful people to thwart 
the justice that she deserves. Pushed beyond her limit, Zoe begins to love the child and takes 
courageous steps into the territory of past injuries to help Kuyeya when she faces an unexpected 
consequence of the rape.

Justice issues resurface repeatedly in this novel by the author of A Walk Across the Sun, a 
book about the horrors of human trafficking. Corban Addison is an American lawyer with a 
deep love for Africa. His novel “offers an authentic glimpse into the horrifying world of child 
sexual assault in sub-Saharan Africa.” It also highlights the tragic fact that many perpetrators are 
never brought to justice because of the lack of funding and political will that widespread DNA 
testing requires. Equally tragic is the reality that African children with intellectual disabilities 
face a bleak future. Statistics are grim. In Zambia, four out of five such children die before their 
fifth birthday. And “disabled girls are more likely to be raped than their non-disabled peers.”

though The Garden of Burning Sand might seem like a grim read, it is not. Despite abuse, 
injustice, lack of political will, and rampant greed, repeatedly characters emerge who are willing 
to take a risk for justice. Addison’s CILA employees are well drawn and realistically portrayed, 
people who know that if they don’t step into the breach, lives will be lost. The nuns at the 
children’s home are quiet advocates of justice, seeing each life of value despite the deluge of 
children who have been wounded by adults. Even Zoe’s father can’t resist the call to do justice.

Addison’s choice of a quote from the prophet Isaiah on an opening page 
of the book shows the longing for justice and assurance of its eventual ar-
rival that undergirds his novel – “The burning sand shall become a pool.” 
The God of Isaiah is our God, too. He loves justice and commands us to 
seek it (Isaiah 1:17).

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema (sonyavf55@hotmail.com) 
is a freelance writer living in St. Catharines, Ont.

The Garden of Burning Sand 
By corban Addison
harper collins, 2013.

Cracking Open White Identity towards Transformation
By The Canadian Ecumenical Anti-Racism Network
(Canadian Council of Churches, 2012).

Exploring 
identity and 
privilege

Taking a risk 
for justice

Sue Eagle helped develop a study guide that 
assists people with examining white privilege. 

MCC PHOTO BY GLADYS TERICHOW



Gethsemanes
Sweet to your ears
those words
twice offered by your Son
(in teaching them to pray
and in darkest garden):
“Your will be done.” 
Scorned today by some
as spineless, vague;                                     
back-boned, gristly, rather,
and sweatstained with surrender, 
staring down preferences,
bestrewing plans,
dilating faith,
freeing you to answer
without limitation
my daily prayers
and minor gethsemanes.

Sandy Mayle
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Phil Huber
We’re not quite sure what to do with that long saturday, 

bounded by the vulnerability of Good Friday and the victory 
of Easter sunday. it’s a bit awkward. We’d like to cheat on 
it – quickly empty the cross and rush to the resurrection. 
time in the tomb seems like wasted time. We get edgy, 
impatient for the resolution. Why bother with saturday? it 
seems like a day full of nothing.

of course, that’s what the sabbath is about; work ceases, 
even if just for a moment. there’s a stillness about it. But, 
on this saturday, it’s not a peaceful stillness. it’s a stillness 
that longs for resolution. saturday gathers all Friday’s 
suffering and moves toward all sunday’s glory but does 
so with an agonizing pause.

What do we know of that saturday? only this – Luke 
tells us that the women who had been following Jesus pre-
pared spices and perfumes, but they rested on the sabbath 
in obedience to the commandment (Luke 23:56). they wait. 
And maybe that’s all we need to know.

saturday is the day of waiting. We want a speedy resolu-
tion; God says wait. We’re to resist the urge to allow sunday 
to seep back into saturday to claim an early victory: “. . . 
if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it pa-
tiently” (rom. 8:24).

Walter Brueggemann says it so well: “ours is the long 
journey of saturday. Between suffering, aloneness, unutter-
able waste on the one hand and the dream of liberation, of 
rebirth, on the other.” Most of life is lived between tragedy 
and triumph. We have the promise, but not the fulfillment 
. . . so we wait. 

the waiting of a single person to see if God has marriage 
in his or her future.

the waiting of a childless couple hoping for a positive 
pregnancy test month after month.

the waiting of a sick patient to see if treatment has been 
successful. 

the waiting of a spouse who is trapped in a hurting 

marriage that seems unlikely to change.
the waiting of a family for their prodigal child to return 

to God.
the waiting of an unemployed worker who is sinking 

ever deeper into financial trouble.
the waiting of a grieving individual for the pain to pass.
the waiting of a suffering patient for God to take him 

home.
the waiting of a teenager who never seems to measure 

up to her parents’ expectations.
the waiting of an unanswered prayer,
 an undeserved hurt,
  an unexpected tragedy,
   an unexplainable mystery. 
Lewis smedes said, “As creatures who cannot by them-

selves bring about what they hope for, we wait in darkness 
for a flame we cannot light. We wait in fear for a happy 
ending we cannot write. We wait for a “not yet” that feels 
like a “not ever.’”

it’s the story of Psalm 27. Between the tragic reality, “Do 
not turn me over to the desire of my foes, for false witnesses 
rise up against me, breathing out violence” (vs. 12), and the 
anticipated victory, “I am confident of this: I will see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living” (vs. 13), is 
the patient waiting: “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take 
heart and wait for the Lord” (vs. 14).

So when we’re in the midst of a difficult situation, a 
situation that yearns for resolution, when we face the si-
lence of God, thirsting for a single word . . . there is a word 
that breaks the silence: “Wait.” it is a long saturday. But 

eventually the sun will rise on sunday and 
the waiting will be over. 

Phil Huber lives with his wife and four 
children in Syracuse, NY. By day he is a retail 

manager and by night a writer. He blogs regu-
larly at aploddingpilgrimage.blogspot.com.

Photo by Rebecca Gesch

Silent Saturday

Emergency in Gethsemane
“The servant’s name was Malchus.” (John 18:10)

A glint of moonlinght 
off Peter's sword in the
olive orchard.

Malchus’ ear severed.

There is blood,
you know how head-wounds bleed,
and a cry in the night air

interrupted 
by the man
they are about to arrest,

whose hand touches the place
where his ear had been.

That goriness,                                                                     
flaming pain

now gone so quickly
as if it hadn't happened,

except for the wet stains
on his shoulder,

except for his thankfulness and awe.

Who is this man?
Linda Siebenga

Linda Siebenga is a 
poet living in Central, 
Alta. Her latest work 
is Earth Against Your 
cheek. Find Linda's 

website at inscribe.org 
under Members.

Sandy Mayle is a 
freelance writer who has 
written for Pray! Maga-

zine, Discipleship Journal, 
War cry and many other 

publications. She and her 
husband, Dave, are emp-
tynesters living in north-

west Pennsylvania.  
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Peter Hoytema
Pastors spend more time attending funerals than most people do. realizing that must 

have been what prompted someone to ask me an interesting question recently. he noticed 
that pastors often ride to the cemetery in a car driven by a funeral director and he asked, 
“What do you guys talk about when you ride together?” he was surprised when i told him 
that we tend to discuss the same things everyone else does: the weather, current events, 
the latest celebrity gossip (the last one not so much).  

his question reminded me of a car ride conversation i had with a funeral director earlier 
this year. As she pulled into the cemetery she told me how excited she was about the Dixie 
chicks concert she was going to that weekend in nearby London, ontario. i’m hardly a 
fan of country music, but as the car came to a stop and we prepared to step out toward 
the grave i said to her, “i hope they sing what i think is their best song: ‘Easy silence.’”

if you’re not familiar with the song, it celebrates the security that love creates and in 
which lovers rest. it conveys the beauty of being in the company of someone whose love 
for us quiets our troubles and enables us to “breathe in sanctuary” in the midst of a noisy, 
threatening world. The song affirms the capacity and comforts of love as one lover turns 
to the other, gratefully acknowledging “the peaceful quiet you create for me, and the way 
you keep the world at bay for me.”   

it's a tender song. But we all know that silence is not always easy, even when we are 
in the company of those who love us most. that’s because there are many different kinds 
of silence, some easy and some hard. there is the silence of joy, when words cannot 
adequately convey pleasure that fills the heart. There is an awestruck silence, the kind 
evoked by the presence of glory in things as majestic as a night resplendent with galaxies 
and stars, or in something as delicate as a snowflake. There is the silence of hope – a 
private aspiration too precious to share, and the playful silence of daydreaming – whimsi-
cal creations of worlds and relationships we imagine inhabiting. these kinds of silences 
constitute easy, sometimes holy, moments.

But then there are the silences that are difficult, almost oppressively so. There is the si-
lence of regret, which keeps our focus fixed on the past as we mull over choices we did or 
did not make that we wish we could revisit. conversely, there is the silence of worry, which 
keeps our focus fixed on the future and every possible negative scenario we can concoct.    

illness is a kind of silence, one which can paralyze us physically, emotionally and 
spiritually. there is nothing easy about an aging parent whose life has been hushed by 
dementia, a child whose vibrancy has been muted by depression or a home that has been 
rendered silent by the loss of a spouse.  

Loneliness is a kind of silence. so is divorce, unemployment, abuse and concerns about 
a loved one’s walk with the Lord. these are not kinds of silence that create sanctuary. 
they are the very things that disrupt it and make us crave it. When you think about it, 
any painful element in our lives is a kind of silence. it’s as if there is something empty 
there that yearns to be filled, a silent void waiting for a word from the Lord that will 
speak blessing into it. hard silence stubbornly refuses to be refashioned into easy silence.

God’s love is stronger  
the hopeful news of the gospel is that the capacity of God’s love is stronger than any 

power to resist it. When God enters our lives a sanctuary is constructed at the centre of 
our troubled hearts. order is reestablished in the chaos, fears are quelled and a tumultuous 
world is kept at bay as we rest in the refuge of God’s sovereign love.   

What that looks like is suggested by one particular word in the Bible. the old testament 
has a number of words that convey the mystery of silence. one of the more striking of 
them is the hebrew verb charash, which is used over 40 times in the old testament.  
Charash does not merely suggest the status of being silent in a passive sense; it indicates 
the active effort of making or keeping silent. it’s what Proverbs 11:12 has in mind when 
it conveys the charash silence created by those who wisely “hold their tongue.”

The words of Exodus 14:14 illustrate the point even better. Here we find the people of 
israel, pursued by Pharaoh and his army to the brink of the red sea. in terror they cry out 
to Moses, convinced they are going to die. Moses reassures them by saying, “the Lord will 
fight for you; you need only to be still.” The verb translated as “to be still” is charash, and 
it means much more than simple inactivity. Moses calls the people to active restraint, to the 
intentional quieting of one's raging emotions. the King James Version captures the meaning 
of this verb more accurately by having Moses tell the people, “Ye shall hold your peace.”  

Charash silence is a restraining order issued against our worst fears. the stillness of 
charash is created when clamouring worries have been muzzled and when restless hearts 
have been fitted with a straitjacket. Sometimes the restraining influence of charash is 
impossible, as we see in Jeremiah 4:19, where the prophet “cannot keep silent” due to 
the overwhelming agony of his heart.  

this is where the remarkable image recorded Zephaniah 3:17 comes in, and it relates dir-
ectly to the easy silence created for us by one whose love is both soft enough to soothe and 
strong enough to protect. in this verse, God is described as “mighty to save.  he will take great 
delight in you, he will quiet you (charash) with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.”  

there is a danger in reading that verse in an overly sentimental way. And these days 
it can also be used to promote what is often touted as christian “spirituality,” which is 
actually rooted more in Eastern mysticism than in what the Bible teaches, where silence 
is pursued through meditation in an effort to empty the mind of thought and to increase 
one’s awareness of the divine presence within.  

the verb charash is nothing like that. to be quieted by God's love renders us alert and 
attentive. Christian meditation seeks to fill the mind, not empty it! Most importantly, the 
kind of peace we all crave is initiated and sustained by the transcendent God of the Bible, 
not by a mystical divine presence that we must struggle to discover within ourselves.

Blessing in all the vacant places
Charash is what God has accomplished for us most powerfully on the cross. here 

the eternal Word was rendered silent by death – a hard silence to be sure, but one which 
announces blessing in all the vacant places in our lives, just as the silence of our Lord’s 
dying was broken by the triumph of his rising. the beauty of being quieted by God's love 
is experienced at its highest level when we enter the easy silence of friendship with Jesus.  

i am in a time of waiting as i write these words. A friend who was involved in a car ac-
cident some time ago has yet to regain consciousness. it is a kind of silence and it is not easy. 
But there is within it the mysterious subduing of fear and the quelling of worry.  it is the 
stillness of charash, the quieting of the heart performed by one who enters and blesses the 
hard places of our lives. it is the fullest application of what the country song suggests: in life, 
it is not so much that we keep the peace. the peace is what keeps us.    

shortly after my funeral car conversation, i rode with the same 
funeral director as before. she told me all about the concert and was 
especially eager to tell me that the Dixie chicks did indeed sing 
“Easy Silence” that night. As I reflect on both conversations now, 
i'm struck by how appropriate a topic it was to discuss on the way 
to the cemetery.       

Peter Hoytema is pastor at Westmount CRC in Strathroy, Ont.    

Easy silence

Apricot tree in autumn. Photo BY FrAnK rhEBErGEn

Apricot tree in spring. 
Photo BY FrAnK rhEBErGEn
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How it will come

Dr. Sylvia Keesmaat grew up explor-
ing the ravines, creeks, parks and rivers 
of the Hamilton area. She now lives on 
an organic farm in Cameron, Ont. and 

teaches part-time at Trinity College, 
University of Toronto. This is a slightly 

revised version of a closing address 
she gave at the true city conference in 

Hamilton this past February. 

All nature shots (top row) were taken 
by former editor of the courier, Harry 

der Nederlanden (courtesy of Rose).

Sylvia Keesmaat

It will begin with a song, 
at dawn.
The sun behind the smokestacks,
the notes will weave 
through the valley,
bounce off the escarpment.
There will be light.
As the notes liltingly fall
waters will begin to run
with joy. 
Albion Falls and Buttermilk,
Webster Falls and Spencer,
Fifty Mile and Chippewa,
Red Hill Valley and River Grand,
will flow and make new
the Erie shore of Long Point,
the paradise for Cootes and harbour lake,
restored, renewed, and fresh.

A growing song, with fertile joy
the trees burst forth,
roots reaching down for freshness
far below,
and air so clean above.
Chestnut, alder, oak and pine,
butternut, aspen, poplar,
linden, willow, tamarack and ash,
sycamore, maple, hawthorn
leafing out and shading the alleys,
where we hide the truth of cities,
filling space with life.
Gore and Dundurn,
Jackson Square, 
parking lots at Mac,
Limeridge, Eastgate,
Centre, all burst open
leafy branch and thirsty root
finding home in wilderness,
making home in wilderness.

As the light notes airily arise
asters, black-eyed sue, foamflower,
and blazing star, poppies, scarlet flax,
purple cone and lupin blue, 
calling forth the insects,
pollen-sipping,
life-making 
goldenrod beetle, wasp and bee,

robber fly and spittle bug,
candy striped and hornworm,
spider yellow, swallowtail,
and painted ladies on the wing,
join the birds 
all brought to life 
as music winds around the parks,
the buzzing, humming, fragrant
festival of friends at Gage,
Sam Lawrence, Gore and Victoria,
Bruce Trail, Confederation, 
Dundas Valley, all
will witness to the beauty, 
joy and wonder
of the singer.

As music swells and earth brings forth,
ravines will welcome home
coyote, deer and hare,
fox and muskrat, beaver,
groundhog, weasel, fisher,
mice and mole.

But what of us?
Are we sung in or out?

Once more the song will change. 
A deep joy edged with sorrow.
Blues break forth with life and hope,
the sound of children in the streets,
of ball and stick,
no interrupting yell of “car!”
The elders gaze from 
gardened lots
where chard and berries,
pear and vine,
proclaim abundance for all time
and to all friends
and strangers all:
“Come, take and eat! No longer hungry be!”
The song invites us to a meal,
invites us all,
to share in native bannock and sage scent, 
Six Nations deep and wider than our shores,
with spicy reggae flair and curry zing,
that roots of local ground might be transformed
by spice and colour of our diverse kin.

Not just for those who take and eat so easily,
the notes weave in and out:
Juravinski, MUMC,

St. Joe’s, Chedoke, Shalom,
the sick leap up, pull out 
their tubes, begin to dance
as cancer withers
wounds are healed.
All wounds,
as song weaves in and out 
to Homestead, Perkins,
Mission Services,
Barton Street. Slaves are
set free, all wounds sung whole
as power loses deathly grip
to servant love.

And as the song burst forth with life,
so too burst bonds 
of wealth and might,
as alley ways are filled with homes
and all find welcome there,
as businesses wake up 
to servant love,
and molten steel is melded
by the needs of earth.

The song calls forth the heavy laden,
poor in spirit – you ground down
by privilege and power: 
this kingdom – yours!

And you who mourn,
who mourn the loss of all things good,
who mourn the violence and the pain,
be honoured with community and care.

You meek oppressed, 
you humble ones, who serve,
and serve, and serve again:
inheritors of earth you are!
The trees and birds and cattle – yours
to steward
and to serve.

You hungry thirsty ones who long for justice
– you dreamers and wishers,
you hope-ers and pray-ers
you salvation criers,
come, taste and see justice!
In commerce and industry, 
business and learning: 
feast on justice!
Justice served up 

at Mac and at Mohawk,
Redeemer and Sir Allan McNab,
Richard Beasley and HDCH.
Lip-smacking justice in the workplace,
at Fortinos and at Mustard Seed.
Hamilton and you – filled with justice!

You merciful,
who practice compassion at Good Shepherd 
and Notre Dame House, Mission Services
City Kidz and Immigrant Women’s Centre
– right back atcha. Mercy for you, too. 

And you pure in heart,
you who have been longing 
to see God and God only:
This is it! The song is here! 
God’s kingdom 
come! 
Look and see!

You peacemakers,
who have lived shalom,
rehearsed peace
in the face of violence,
you who have restored what has been destroyed,
you are the children of the singer,
the children of God,
the image bearers of the shalom-shaped Creator.

The song will call us forth.
And as we look, the city streets
will be not brick, but stone.
With river wide and trees with fruit
with healing for not only Hamilton,
but Palestine and Syria, Sudan
and the Central African Republic.
All the nations sharing
in the joy of the song.

It will begin with a song 
that calls us forth to join our voice
to sing.
To sing
               God’s grace,
                     God’s peace,
                   God’s love
into the heart of Hamilton.

It has begun with a song.  
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    Artful Eye 

We’ve sat in pews; we’ve 
graduated from sunday school, 
Youth Group, college & careers; 
we’ve joined small groups, bought 
(and read) daily devotionals, made 
casseroles, packed operation 
christmas child boxes, said pray-

ers with our kids, joined worship teams. We are 
experts at Bible trivia and can self-GPs the nearest 
christian bookstore. We visit nursing homes, take 
annual mission trips to Dominican republic, leave 
bags of non-perishables in the donation bin at the 
grocery store. We are the people who were raised in 
good christian homes, who populate churches and 
christian schools and who pass the legacy down 
the generations. But sometimes we wake up in a 
cold sweat in the middle of the night, take stock of 
our lives and wonder, “is this it? is this faith? Am 
i actually a christian?” 

Barrett Johnson’s article “how to raise a Pagan 
Kid in a christian home” resonated with me be-
fore i even read it. As a poster child for christian 
upbringing, i understand that title in a gut-gripping 
way. Johnson’s premise is that an awful lot of what 
we teach children about God, both at home and at 
church, ends up being moralistic codes of behaviour 
rather than actual faith. We teach them to share and 
be kind and forgive and be generous and love others 
and cherish their purity and read the Bible and pray. 
Doing this, we turn them into very nice, well-behaved 
human beings. But do we teach them to know God? 
to understand that the core of faith is that we are 
forgiven, not that we are required to live perfectly? 
Johnson writes, “Do you teach your kids ‘be good 
because the Bible tells you to’ or do you teach your 
kids that they will never be good without christ’s 
offer of grace? there is a huge difference. one leads 
to moralism; the other leads to brokenness. one leads 
to self-righteousness; the other leads to a life that 
realizes that christ is everything and that nothing else 
matters.” Good behaviour is often faith’s imposter.

The god of good behaviour
i am well acquainted with the god of good be-

haviour. And i realize that i’m well on my way to 
teaching my daughter to know that god too. Yet my 
Bible tells me that Jesus came to liberate us from 
life under the law because we can’t behave well, 

no matter how hard we try. the law – the rules – is 
our death sentence, our certain failure. Paul said, “i 
want to do what is good, but i don’t. i don’t want to 
do what is wrong, but i do it anyway” (rom. 7:19, 
nLt). Paul said that. saint Paul. if he couldn’t stay 
on the good behaviour wagon of his own effort, 
goodness knows, neither can i. Am i setting my 
child up for certain failure, for a constant awareness 
of falling short of the very laws from which Jesus 
came to free us? As long as i focus on the behaviour 
rather than the reason for it, i suppose i am.

the very practical question that has emerged 
from this this line of thinking is, how can i teach 
my daughter not so much to obey but to abide? 
how do i teach her to be a branch tapped into the 
source of all life, drawing Jesus into her very self 
like sap to twigs of the tree? how do i separate the 
rules of every day life which she must learn from 
the freedom and grace she has in christ? 

i really don’t know how to answer these ques-
tions, but i plan to pursue them. A friend recom-
mended the Jesus Storybook Bible, which high-
lights the grace and purposes of Jesus through the 
whole biblical narrative, and we’ve been enjoying 
it. And i would love to get some input from other 
parents on how they teach their kids to distinguish 
between obeying the rules and living under grace. 

there is increasing pressure in this secular 
postmodern era – in which everything is game 
for questioning – to walk this faith and live it, not 
just to talk about it. theology can be challenged, 
but real life evidence is hard to dispute. can we 
christian parents soak in and soak up the truth of 
our forgiven-ness, our accepted-ness and then col-
laborate on practical ways to live this out in front 
of our kids? it has to begin with us. Waking up in 
the middle of the night to rehash the many ways 
i’ve failed to live up to the rules is not faith. i need 
to believe, right there in that moment in the dark, 
that still i am with my heavenly Father (Ps. 139), 
covered by grace and stamped with his approval, 
just as i am. And then i need to show my daughter 
how to do the same. 

Emily Cramer lives in Barrie, Ont. with her 
husband and daughter and teaches in the Liberal Arts 

department at Georgian College. She is currently read-
ing Gary Vaynerchuk’s interesting book about telling 

stories through social media, Jab, Jab, Jab, right hook.

Raising very 
nice pagans

Roots and Wings
Emily Cramer

Early Spring

Daffodils slightly
lift their faces brightly
although the morning mist
covers all that is
and hides the mauve hills
as rain begins again
to make an icy claim
rushing in rills.

Hear how the wind howls!

Yet even as they bend
these slender daffodils 
carry their strong yellow 
so hopefully, uprightly.

Yellow and mauve
are wondrously woven
together quite tightly
while the wind chills -
until the sun shines
on the hills brightly
and laughing daffodils
reflect the light sprightly.

The yellow and mauve
move me frightfully
while rain washes me
lightly.

                      Frank sawyer

Deborah DeBoer is a photographer living 
in Wyoming, Ont. Find more information at 

lavenderrisephotography. com.

Frank Sawyer  (fsawyer777@gmail.com 
or www.srta/tirek/hu/lap/sawyerf ) is a retired 
missionary. He continues to spend part of the 

year in Sarospatak, Hungary, as a 
curriculum developer and lecturer.

Photo by Deborah DeBoer

Do we teach our kids that the core of faith is being forgiven, or being good?
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in my 35 years on this farm i can’t recall a winter as long as this one. the 
mountains of snow haven’t diminished since mid December. not a single 
square foot of soil peeks through the thick white blanket covering the fields. 
Last night, three days into the official start of spring, we broke record cold tem-
peratures. the forecast calls for snow and more frigid weather. With a heavy 
sigh, i remind myself not to complain. i am among the privileged few who 
have been away to warmer climates twice this winter. Why should i whine?

usually by now the crocuses have popped optimistically through a thin crust of snow by 
the back door, then bloomed in the winter sun only to freeze off in the icy overnight tem-
peratures. Almost every year the early spring sunshine coaxes the tulips out of the ground 
prematurely. the leaves peer out, open up and then wait for three or four weeks before they 
dare put forth a flower. At the moment they would have to be at least three feet tall to break 
through the layer of snow covering the flowerbed. 

Farmers worry about the spring wheat crop, entombed for months beneath a suffocating 
shroud of ice and snow. And how long will it take before we can plant our crops? First the 
snow has to melt and then the fields have to dry out.

But a sudden thaw would do more harm than good, especially if accompanied by rain. the 
potential for flooding is enormous with snow banks built up everywhere and drains blocked 
by piles of snow and ice. so i tell myself to be thankful and to remember that even this is 
God’s providence. he will send the spring in due time, according to his schedule, not mine. 

Joy in every season
Besides, as much as i yearn for spring, i know that it comes with an enormous amount 

of work. somewhere beneath the snow there remains a thick layer of ice, deposited by a 
fierce storm back in December. The yard is full of broken limbs and fractured trees, all 
but forgotten as they were buried by subsequent blizzards. the hours spent raking leaves 
in the fall will pale by comparison to the cleanup ahead of us. Once the snow is finally 
gone the barnyard will turn into a giant soup bowl of muddy slop, freezing and thawing 
in cycles until finally it becomes solid (but dusty) ground. 

My longing to be set free from winter’s confinement is tempered by anticipation of 
spring’s tyranny of busyness. But even when my muscles ache from sudden overuse after 
months of hibernation, i look forward to hearing the songbirds and feeling the warm ontario 
breeze on my face as i pick up accumulated debris and rake gravel off the lawn. 

Easter – like spring – is “late” this year. of course, as a calvinist i cling to the conviction 
that both are, in fact, precisely on time. God has his reasons for the delay. 

Looking back to the time when I first grasped the true significance of Easter, I sometimes 
wonder why the Lord waited until i was grown up to open the eyes of my heart. Wouldn’t 
it have been better if i had understood the glory of the resurrected christ earlier on in my 
life? if only i had known then what i know now, would i have made so many mistakes, or 
caused myself and others such heartache?

then again, maybe like a sudden thaw, early conversion would have taken its toll. Without 
due time to clear ditches and open drains, maybe i would have drowned in some kind of self-
righteous flood. Perhaps if I had been set free from the prison of unbelief too soon, I wouldn’t 
have appreciated the beauty and freedom of life in christ. or could it be that i would have been 
resentful of all the hard work that revealed itself once the holy spirit shone his light into my soul?

All of that is sheer speculation really. i’m not even sure it matters. What i do know for 
certain is that i can celebrate Easter and the victory of christ over death, because he is 
Lord over my life. As for springtime and sanctification, it seems both are necessarily messy 
processes. i will continue to eagerly await the one and muddle along for my part in the 
other. And because my Redeemer lives, I can find joy in every season and circumstance. 

Heidi Vander Slikke (hmvanderslikke@hotmail.com) lives in Harriston, Ont.

Of springtime & 
sanctification
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A humbling moment 
as our small group digs 
through revelation 2 and 
talks about social justice 
and our place in this world. 
We worry about the rhetoric 
and exaggeration the media 
loves to sling, particularly 

from believers who are eager to be heard 
as quickly and loudly as possible.  

“i know your deeds, your hard work and 
your perseverance. i know that you can-
not tolerate wicked people [. . .] You have 
persevered and have endured hardships for 
my name, and have not grown weary. Yet 
i hold this against you: You have forsaken 
the love you had at first. [. . .] If you do not 
repent, i will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place” (rev. 2:2-5). 

We talk a lot about that first love and what 
it looked like. there’s a palpable frustration 
about the assumptions we often make, where 
we assume everyone should believe what we 
do and are distressed when our principles 
and precepts seem to lose traction. We speak 
of attacks on values, the decay of morals, the 
threat towards ethical standards.

We throw up our hands and say how 
frightening it is to think about the loss of 
all those things. how it seems like we’re 
always fighting losing battles. How difficult 
it is to find purchase on slopes greased with 
the desires of an immoral world.

then someone wonders aloud what it 
would look like if we just gave up fighting 
and let the world run rampant so we could 
return to the roots of our faith.

really, she asks, would that be so bad?

Again and again, and louder
i’ve been wrestling with that question 

for a while now. how it seems like the only 
noises we’re making these days are defen-
sive. And how no one seems to be listening. 
can’t anyone see, we cry, just how danger-
ous all of these anti-christian beliefs and 
values are to our precious, moral society? 

And when no one responds, we get louder. 
We plaster brutal anti-abortion banners over 
highways featuring evacuated fetuses. We 
grab everyone around us, shake them, and 
tell them how dangerous it is to lose prayer 
in public schools. We picket Parliament hill 
en masse and chant about gay marriage’s 

threat to traditional family values. Look for 
wicked people. False apostles. 

our words seem right, fair, responsible, 
logical, biblical. But our tone seems to speak 
a different language, as though we’re fight-
ing to persevere through unthinkable hard-
ship. As though the changing world around 
us should sympathize when, in fact, its ex-
perience is growing further and further from 
those values we assert are under threat. 

We didn’t work for, create or establish 
those ideals and values yet we still feel as 
though we should have more than merely 
protection and support. society, our tone 
says, should actively espouse our beliefs 
even when its communities aren’t woven 
from the same yarn as our fraying social 
fabric. We forget that living in christ’s 
creation doesn’t mean that we’re living in 
a christian world, and it never has.

our founding Judeo-christian eth-
ics abandoned! religion under attack! 
Faith under fire! Freedom under assault! 
Persecution!

An incredulous world steps back, looks at 
us askance, and asks us to repeat ourselves. 
We don’t see the ironic disbelief in the ques-
tion, so we do. Again and again and again.

Faith in our own image
i often wonder what it is we’re really 

worried about. God certainly isn’t mocked, 
and there isn’t a thing we or anyone else can 
do to diminish him or the core of his mes-
sage. Yet our voices and the desperate tone 
we’ve adopted as necessary for survival 
suggest that maybe we’re not that confident 
in him or his sacrificial son.

i think we’re worried about losing con-
trol, facing the possibility of having to fight 
for every convert like those seven churches 
had to. it’s so easy to be christian in the 
West that we’ve recreated our faith in our 
own image, forsaking the love we had at 
first and replacing it with the fear-driven 
lust of self-interest. We’ve fallen, even as 
we’ve tried to elevate ourselves.

Maybe it’s time to return to the ground, 
on our knees, and let the world do what it 
does as we focus on loving those around 
us. repentance. Feeding our neighbour. 
re-lighting that lampstand whenever the 
world snuffs it out.

really, would that be so bad?  

Reclaiming 
our first love

Borderless

Brent van Staalduinen

Brent and his wife Rosalee live in the Westdale neighborhood of Hamilton, Ont. 
with their first child. To find out more about Brent and his writing, visit brentvans.com.

It's time to focus on loving those around us. 
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the late Marshall McLuhan coined the famous phrase “the 
medium is the message,” which is another way of saying that every 
technological medium changes things in some way. in fact, McLuhan 
suggested that “the content of a medium is like the juicy piece of 
meat carried by the burglar to distract the watchdog of the mind.” 
As we consume media, we are often unaware of how it is shaping 
us. using McLuhan’s “four laws of media,” however, we can better 

understand how media might change us. these four laws can be expressed as follows:
1) What does the medium enhance, amplify or extend?
2) What existing medium does it make obsolete?
3) What does the medium retrieve from the past that had been obsolesced earlier?
4) What does the medium flip into when pushed to extremes?
Because worship services employ various media, a proper understanding of media 

can help ensure that they are used appropriately. how do various media shape our 
worship services? As an example, we can try applying McLuhan’s laws of media to 
two different worship media: praise bands and video projectors.

Praise band potential and pitfalls 
1) A praise band ideally enhances and extends congregational singing.
2) the praise band obsoletes the choir and the organ.
3) the praise band retrieves the role of the old testament Levites who were in-

volved in leading the singing of Psalms.
4) When taken to an extreme, a praise band can flip into a performance or a concert. 

in this scenario, congregational singing is no longer enhanced, but rather the band 
and the congregation switch into performers and spectators.

the answers to these questions suggest that the primary goal of praise bands ought 
to be to enhance congregational singing. Accordingly, praise bands should not lose 
focus of their purpose and be constantly on guard against the tendency for things to 
become more like a concert.

Powerpoint pros and cons
1) Projected slides can enhance sermons and allow people to easily read aloud 

together responsively. rather than looking down into song books, people can look up 
at a screen and project their voices. in addition, churches can use music from many 
sources and new music can be introduced more easily.

2) Video projectors contribute to the declining use of hymn books and personal 
Bibles as people increasingly rely on the screen to display songs and scripture. since 
projected songs typically do not include musical notes, people may become less 
musically literate. in addition, parents can no longer point to the words and notes on 
a printed page for their children to follow along during singing or reading.

3) Video projectors retrieve from the past the large visuals that were once com-
mon in most churches. these include things like stained glass windows and banners. 
the data projector is a kind of dynamic banner or “window” that projects images to 
a prominent location in the church. 

4) When pushed to extremes, video projectors can lead worshipers to morph into 
a collection of passive spectators as though the church were a movie theater. When 
used excessively and poorly, projectors can make text obsolete as people's focus turns 
to images. our culture has increasingly become an image-based culture, whereas the 
christian faith has historically been a faith centred around the word. God's people 
have been known as the “people of the book” and we should be aware of how new 
technologies may be displace the traditional place of the word in a worship service.

A thoughtful praise team and a wise video projector operator can definitely enhance 
and contribute to a meaningful worship service, especially when certain practices 
actually retrieve practices and rituals from the past. occasionally these media make 

obsolete things we may not 
want to lose. in summary, 
we must be deliberate to 
ensure media enhance wor-
ship in the ways intended, 
and avoid the “reversal” that 
often occurs when media are 
misused. 

Derek Schuurman teaches 
computer science at Redeem-

er University College. He is 
author of a recent book titled 

shaping a Digital World.

Media and 
worship
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tell me, do you pour the 

hot liquid from boiled vege-
tables down the drain? You 
do! (Most people do.) Do 
not let all of that nutrient-
rich water go to waste after 

your mild-flavoured vegetables boil. Instead, 
the harvard Medical school Family health 
Guide suggests salvaging the water after 
draining the vegetables. Pour the water into a 
storage container and use it for soups, sauces 
or your favourite gravy recipe. 

Boiling is one of the most common meth-
ods used to prepare vegetables. the problem 
is that vitamins, especially vitamins B and 
c, dissolve in water, according to health 
services at columbia university in new 
York city. As the water bubbles away, it 
strips vegetables of precious nutrients. the 
longer the vegetables sit in the hot water, 
the more nutrients they lose. Because these 
nutrients leach into the water, you are not 
receiving all of the dietary benefits the vege-
tables have to offer.

Simmer instead
if you must boil your vegetables, do so 

in a manner that causes the least amount of 
leaching. Bring water to a boil over high 
heat before adding the vegetables. once 
the water boils, turn the heat down to low. 
Add the vegetables and allow the water 
to simmer until the vegetables are tender. 
the university of Kentucky cooperative 
Extension explains that simmering water 
over low heat produces less agitation than 
boiling over high heat. this means that 
tender vegetables remain intact and fewer 
nutrients are lost.

using a steamer is a very effective meth-
od of cooking vegetables, as long as you 
don't use too much water and you don't cook 
them too long. A half cup of water is all you 
need, and it's a good idea to bring the water 
to a boil first. Five to seven minutes is about 
all you need to steam most vegetables.

Vitamin c is the vitamin that is the most 
likely to be lost during the cooking process, 
especially if the vegetables are boiled (and 
the water is then discarded). Fat-soluble 
vitamins such as A and E are not quite so 
delicate, and their absorption into the body 
is increased by lightly cooking vegetables. 

Frying vegetables is probably the worst 
for nutrient retention, as the heat is so high 
it practically destroys whatever nutrients 
are in the food. 

From scratch
A few weeks ago in a grocery store i saw 

a group of four women in their 60s doing 
their shopping and heard one exclaim excit-
edly, “hey, look, soup’s on sale.” Each of 
the women piled many cans of habitat soup 
into their carts. they were a chatty, friendly 
group so i asked why they don’t make their 
own. they laughed and said they couldn’t 
be bothered, and it never turned out.

One of the surprises I had from my five 
years as the owner of a tearoom and res-
taurant (after i retired from dairy farming) 
was that most people in for soup said they 
can’t make homemade soup. Women told 
us it never turned out right and it wasn’t 
tasty. Even during the summer months, soup 
was a big seller and we had it daily on the 
luncheon menu. 

Why was our soup so good and why did 
the renfrew county health unit give us 
the award for the healthiest restaurant in 
renfrew county? Because we made all our 
soups, quiche, pies, cakes and even salad 
dressing from scratch. We saved cooking 
liquids and made bones into broth. Making 
soup the old-fashioned way is time consum-
ing, but it’s so much better, and satisfying, 
than the canned stuff. canned and prepared 
soups are known to be high in sodium. 
there's a reason: all that water takes a lot 
of salt to flavour! 

i still make homemade soup but not the 
large quantities a restaurant requires. i save 
potato water and use it to make nourishing 
cat food for our eight barn cats. All house-
hold food scraps are saved and added to 
the potato water, along with meat scraps 
from the butcher, bones, mashed potatoes, 
old bread and any kind of fat. nothing gets 
thrown in the garbage. the cats are healthy, 
happy and now they’re in the nearby fields 
hunting mice. 

have a Blessed Easter! 
Meindert van der Galien enjoys cooking. 

Once this month and once in June he is 
scheduled to make a large pot of soup for the 

town’s senior centre fundraiser luncheon. 

Toddlers to Teens
Denise Dykstra

Christ @ Culture
Lloyd Rang

My Window Seat
Mendelt Hoekstra

Principalities
& Powers
David Koyzis

Technically Speaking
Derek Schuurman

Intangible Things
Heidi Vander Slikke

Country Living

Everyday Christian
Cathy Smith

Getting Unstuck
Arlene Van Hove

Flowers and Thistles

The Public Square
Harry Antonides

From the 11th
Province
Marian Van Til

From the Lab
Rudy Eikelboom

Words from
Wild Horses
Warkentins

Patchwork Words Our World Today
Bert Hielema

Curt Gesch

Meindert Vander Galien

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

Melissa Kuipers

How vegetables 
lose vitamins 

 A praise band shouldn’t perform, but enhance worship.



Keith Knight
The marriage between pastor and congregation can 

become a beautiful celebration of harmony, like a finely 
tuned orchestra. The pastor and the church’s leadership 
are on the same proverbial page, the worship service is 
exquisite and the various programs run like a clock. The 
congregation is growing spiritually and numerically, and 
the community is envious of that body of believers.

Okay, that’s utopian. At minimum, it’s rare. More 
often than not, churches are content with the status quo, 
preaching is good, the church leadership gets along well 
with each other and the church continues to produce the 
usual menu of discipleship programs.

When a church becomes vacant – that is, without a 
pastor – it becomes an opportunity to find that perfect 
match between pastor and congregation. How do we 
connect the right pastor with the right congregation? 

The denomination – and you can insert any Reformed 
or Presbyterian denominational name here – used to 
consist of cookie-cutter churches and pastors. One could 
photocopy a Sunday liturgy and apply it to hundreds of 
churches across the country. Similarly, one could photo-
copy a sermon and have it preached in any one of those 
churches with equal effect. Ministers were well-trained, 
they experienced a deep sense of “call” to the ministry 
and their job descriptions didn’t vary from congregation 
to congregation.

Today, each church reflects its unique culture, specific 
focus and liturgical quirks. Ministers come from a var-
iety of backgrounds and enter a church with a wide range 
of theological training. Some may be second-career 
pastors after having served a time in business. Many 
enter the ministry through non-traditional educational 
paths: a few years at a Bible college, a few courses at a 
neighbourhood theological seminary that may not reflect 
a Reformed perspective, and then a requisite year at the 
denominational seminary, often via distance education. 

Search committee as matchmaker
I have been privileged to have served as an elder in 

five different congregations, each one of them involving 
a vacancy –that dreaded time when a church is without a 
pastor. Most of those periods of vacancy were actually de-
lightful times in the life of the church. One church actually 
flourished during their four-year vacancy.

Search committees are eager to find a new pastor. They 
establish a few criteria: the age of the pastor, their gifts as 
preacher and pastor, their perspective on local key issues 
of contention, their interest in community involvement 
and evangelism.

Pastors are generally open to the notion of moving after 
they have been in a congregation for five years so they 
submit their cv’s to the appropriate denominational office, 
an indication that they are open to considering a call. They 

also generally provide a few criteria: They will indicate 
whether they prefer an urban or rural church, perhaps 
state a preferred congregation size, and probably the 
preferred geographic location.

Typically, search committees request a stack of CV’s 
of potential pastors from the denominational office. It is 
left to the search committee – with all of its collective 
wisdom, but not too much experience – to select two or 
three likely candidates from among those willing partici-
pants. Pastors wait for the right call from a church that 
meets their criteria. 

The process hasn’t changed in 50 years even though we 
no longer have cookie-cutter churches nor cloned pastors.

During my recent six-year stint as stated clerk of 
Classis Huron of the Christian Reformed Church, I was 
not surprised when search committees asked where they 
should start. Most of those search committee members 
had never been involved in a pastoral search process be-
fore. They’ve been quite content to simply sit in the pew.

There are two problems, one involving the search 
committee and one involving the pastor.

Most search committee members – and this is anec-
dotal – were chosen because of their age, gender or eth-
nic origin. They were chosen because they collectively 
represented the congregation. They were not (as a rule) 
chosen for their theological knowledge or their ability to 
discern a good sermon from a great one, nor for their in-
timate knowledge about a pastor’s potential job descrip-
tion. And most search committees are often mandated 
to come up with a church profile, often a painstakingly 
cumbersome process to tell a prospective minister just 
what kind of congregation he’d/she’d be inheriting.

Our presbyterian/congregational system leaves it up 
to each church to figure out for themselves just who they 
are and who they should have as a pastor. That is the 
way it should be. Otherwise we’d have bishops simply 
assigning pastors to the churches. Many search commit-
tees and councils, however, would benefit greatly from 
support, encouragement and direction from an outside 
consultant who is equally invested in finding the right 
pastor for the congregation.

I have met numerous pastors across Ontario, some of 
whom are delighted to be serving their particular con-
gregations and, indeed, find it a match made in heaven. 
Many pastors are lonely. That is the nature of their work. 
They are struggling with a wide range of issues, whether 
that involves conflict with church leadership or members 
of the congregation, workload or their own anxiety and 
stress. Many find solace and support from colleagues in 
the ministry where they are able to bare their souls . . . to 
a certain extent.

We have hundreds of pastors who, after graduating 

from seminary, are left to fend for themselves. They 
receive call after call and move from congregation to 
congregation. It takes time and experience for a pastor 
to discern whether he or she is more suited to a large 
congregation or a small one or, more seriously, whether 
he or she still feels called to this ministry. 

Pastors would benefit greatly from a third-party con-
sultant who can help to identify a pastor’s giftedness and 
then match those gifts with a particular ministry, whether 
in a congregation, church plant, chaplaincy or other set-
ting. Meeting over coffee with a colleague or a regional 
pastor just isn’t enough. They can listen but they have no 
authority to act.

Preacher or pastor?
I was recently delighted and relieved to discover a 

Chicago-based organization that focuses on helping 
search committees find the right pastor to fit their needs, 
but also helps pastors rediscover their own sense of call-
ing and giftedness. 

ChapterNext helps congrega-
tions turn the page. Rev. Dr. Sam 
Hamstra of ChapterNext has de-
veloped an intentional, thorough 
process where he leads search 
committees to find their new 
“ideal” pastor within nine to 12 
months. His track record over the 
past seven years is incredible.

He also works with pastors, 
either one-on-one or as a group, 
to rediscover their gifts and even 
re-evaluate their sense of calling. 
Some pastors just shouldn’t be 
pastors in a congregational set-
ting. They may fit perfectly as a 
chaplain or may have specific gifts as a church planter.

Hamstra recently visited Ontario and spent an evening 
with the search committees of three neighbouring vacant 
churches. He laid out a thorough search committee 
process for them and also offered a few tidbits. “If you 
want your pastor to become involved in the community, 
then you need to eliminate the second service. If he is 
preaching twice on a Sunday, he doesn’t have the time or 
energy to effectively work in the community.”

And then this one: “A large church needs a good 
preacher; a small church needs a good pastor. If a pastor 
can reach 500 people on a Sunday through an excellent 
sermon, that is an effective use of his time. A pastor in a 
smaller congregation can supplement his ‘good’ sermon 
with pastoral visiting throughout the week.”

Full disclosure: I have become so impressed by 
ChapterNext’s holistic approach to pastor and congrega-
tion, that I have joined the ChapterNext Team to help 
bring this ministry into Ontario and, possibly, across 
Canada.

Since a congregation’s culture is unique, it needs 
to have a pastor who has similarly unique gifts. Our 
traditionally cookie-cutter approach no longer works. 
Throwing a stack of ministers’ CVs on a table, with a 
directive – “Pick one” – no longer works. We have seen 
too many churches and pastors who clash 
over incompatibility.  

Keith Knight is a member of the Chapter-
Next Team as well as the executive direc-

tor of the Canadian Christian Business 
Federation. He lives in Guelph Ont.
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Pastors and congregations: 
Marriages made in heaven?

Sam Hamstra helps 
churches and pastors 
clarify their needs 
and gifts.

Many search committees lack the support and direction 
needed to do the job well. 
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John Van Dyk
What do the names Kuyper, Vollenhoven, 

Dooyeweerd and H. Evan Runner conjure 
up? No doubt exotic places like Amsterdam, 
Toronto and Grand Rapids.You may be sur-
prised, then, to learn that these names are house-
hold words in the lower Rio Grande Valley of 
deep South Texas, a subtropical region graced 
with palm trees, orange groves, Spanish every-
where, hordes of “winter Texans,” and the ubi-
quitous border patrol vehicles. The concept 
“reformational,” to be precise, is alive and 
well at Edinburg Theological Seminary (ETS).

ETS is a small but growing seminary lo-
cated in the pleasant town of Edinburg, Texas. 
Originally established as an extension of the 
Juan Calvino Seminary in Mexico City, ETS 
is now a fully independent institution, offering 
master’s and doctoral programs in philosophy, 
theology, ecclesiology and Christian educa-
tion. Many of the 50 or so enthusiastic students 
hail from Mexico, some from as far away as 
Yucatán. Once a month they come together 
as a “cohort” to be instructed by a dedicated 
band of mostly bilingual professors, all with 
doctorates. Qualified graduate students assist 
the faculty. Between gatherings, the students 
– many of them full-time pastors and teach-
ers – eke out time from their busy schedules to 
study, prepare for examinations and write dis-
sertations. Courses are taught in both English 
and Spanish.

‘The vision must not die’
Why do students risk traveling through 

Mexico to come to ETS? The answer is 
simple: they are attracted to a reformational 
worldview. ETS unabashedly echoes Kuyper’s 
“square inch philosophy” and offers its pro-
grams within a creation-fall-redemption-
restoration framework. In spite of decades of 
Reformed missionary work in Mexico and 
in the southern u.S. border region, Kuyper’s 
clarion call that all belongs to Christ is still 
perceived as exciting news, and prompts those 
with ears to hear to make the monthly trek to 
Edinburg.

The chairman of the Board, Dr. Rafael 
Rodríguez de león, lives in Monterrey, 
Mexico. He occupies a key post in the hier-
archy of the National Presbyterian Church, the 
largest of the three Presbyterian denomina-
tions in Mexico. In a bold move forward, ETS 
recently appointed a new, relatively young 

president, Joseph Nájera. Nájera pastors a 
flourishing church in nearby Brownsville. 
Harry Fernhout, former president of both the 
Institute for Christian Studies and the King’s 
university College, serves as his mentor. 
Nájera is about to complete his doctoral dis-
sertation, a significant work titled “The Vision 
Must Not Die: The life and Impact of H. Evan 
Runner.” To my knowledge, his is the first for-
mal PhD study of Dr. Runner, the man rightly 
esteemed by many as the “dean of reforma-
tion” in North America. Nájera has spent con-
siderable time researching the Runner archives 
at Calvin College. 

Not only pastors
ETS is still a young institution, where rules 

and policies are in place but not yet ossified. 
Its flexible program allows, for example, an 
incarcerated friend to have residency require-
ments waived and enroll in an ETS doctoral 
program. ETS views this arrangement as an 
academic response to Jesus’ command to 
visit the prisoner. Meanwhile, the institution 
has consolidated its confessional and creedal 
basis, designed guidelines for dissertations, 
and is developing a long-range plan. The cur-
riculum is revised and expanded as the needs 
emerge. Tellingly, a number of the students do 
not plan to be pastors but look ahead to careers 
as teachers, lawyers and business people. ETS 
energetically strives to provide the worldview 
underpinnings for these and other professions.

As a new kid on the block, ETS actively ex-
plores national and international relationships. 
The seminary is a member of AMECES, a 
Mexican consortium of institutions of Christian 
higher education, as well as of IAPCHE, and 
works with Christian schools in the area.

The challenges are many. Not least is the 
formidable task of melding disparate cultural 
groups in the South Texas border area into a 
cohesive ETS community. Funding is another 
issue. ETS, though Reformed in perspective, is 
not formally connected to a specific denomin-
ation. Church support comes from sympathet-
ic congregations in the Valley. But money is 
needed to help defray travel and tuition costs 
for students who, sacrificially, come from far 
away. 

In spite of the challenges, an atmosphere of 
hopeful optimism prevails. In a recent address 
to the Board, President Nájera summarized it 
well: “The future ahead seems daunting – and 
it is! But Scripture directs us to have no fear 
and to be of good courage. There can be no 
doubt: the lord is in our midst. For it is he 
himself who put the task before us.” 

John Van Dyk is a Professor of Philosophy 
and Education, Emeritus, of Dordt College, 

Iowa, and a visiting Professor of Philosophical 
Theology and Education at ETS in Texas.

Nancy Vander Meer
A now retired baker and pastry 

chef from Abbotsford, B.C., Peter 
Haagen was looking for a way to vol-
unteer. He thought he wanted to lead 
a Bible study. Peter had a computer at 
home, and wondered if God could use 
it for ministry.

After nearly a year of searching 
for a volunteer opportunity, Peter 
read an article about hosting Spotlight 
English Clubs for overseas English 
learners right from his own home –
using Skype! He knew God was call-
ing him to this ministry. 

Spotlight English Clubs combine 
audio programs and conversation 
starters for people who want to prac-
tice speaking English. The programs 
and materials are written from a 
Christian perspective, and produced 
by Reframe Media, the English out-
reach of Back to God Ministries 
International in partnership with 
Words of Hope.

After a short training course on-
line, Peter chose to host a Spotlight 
English Skype club in Southeast 
Asia, because he and his wife had 
sponsored students and families from 
this area in the past. “We have a heart 
for this culture,” says Peter.  

Peter’s group comes online at 7:00 
a.m. (9:00 p.m. in Southeast Asia). 
During the lesson, which lasts about 
an hour and a half, participants take 
turns reading and discussing the text 
from the audio program. 

Because Peter wants to make 
their learning experience personal, 
he writes each student an individual 
email each week and says he hears 
from at least one student every day. 
They’ve asked him for help with an 
English essay for a class, questions 
about jobs for the future, and some 

even ask him for dating advice!
“I feel like a counselor, a men-

tor, a father, a trusted friend,” says 
Peter. “But I do enjoy it. They are my 
friends.”

The sower
Peter’s class started with only nine 

students, but as they keep sharing 
their experience, more English learn-
ers are asking to join Peter’s Spotlight 
English Club. In less than six months, 
Peter’s group has grown to more than 
30 students. He has divided the class 
in two, meeting at different times. 
Soon he will be ready to start a third 
group!

Most of the students in Peter’s 
class are Buddhist or agnostic. But he 
doesn’t shy away from faith issues. 
Whenever it is appropriate, he brings 
up examples from Jesus’ life. “I hope 
that I am sowing a seed,” says Peter. 

One morning Peter felt prompted 
by the Holy Spirit to log on to his 
computer and immediately there was 
a Skype call from a student asking 
questions on a lesson where Peter had 
mentioned Jesus. “After some discus-
sion, he told me he was a Christian 
and asked me for help with Bible 
study,” notes Peter. “Needless to say I 
was overjoyed.”

Because this person’s country 
is closed to Christian missionaries, 
Peter is exploring the possibility of 
carrying out Bible studies by Skype. 

Peter’s dedication to his students is 
a tangible expression of Christ’s love. 
Back to God Ministries is so thank-
ful for Peter, and the many other vol-
unteers who make Spotlight English 
Clubs a reality.  

Counselor. Mentor. Trusted friend.

Hundreds of students from around the world would love to be part of a 
Spotlight English Club. If you feel God calling you to this ministry – in your 
church or community or by Skype – please visit spotlightenglishclubs.com, or 
email info@spotlightenglishclubs.com  to learn more!

Reformation in South Texas: 
Introducing Edinburg Theological Seminary

To learn more about this remarkable 
instance of ongoing reformation, visit its 
website edinburgseminary.org 

How one man is helping 30 Asians practice speaking English – 
and building relationships along the way. 

Peter Haagen knew God was calling him to this unique ministry. 

ETS Board meeting, with President Joseph 
Nájera front right. 

http://backtogod.net/global_impact/from-couch-potato-to-missionary
http://spotlightenglishclubs.com/register/internet/
http://spotlightenglish.com/sec/
mailto:info@spotlightenglishclubs.com
http://www.edinburgseminary.org


Joe Gunn
Free and fair votes are the basis of any 

truly democratic system, something people 
of faith have a long history of promoting. 
Yet Christians in Canada have been rela-
tively silent on details such as campaign 
financing, advertising and even the in-
creasing use of electronic campaign tools. 
If our approach to politics is rooted in love 
of neighbour, we will recognize that these 
issues have moral implications and are 
worthy of periodic review and revision. 

Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ) en-
courages Canadians to engage in “hopeful 
citizenship.” In one of our foundational 
documents (a guideline for Christian faith 
in public life) CPJ encourages citizens to 
work out this call specifically by voting 
and participating in electoral processes not 
only to “help hold elected governments 
accountable for public justice” but also 
to “promote the development of political 
parties that pursue just policies rather than 
electoral machines.” 

Yet out of the last federal election in 
2011, there have been far too many con-
troversies and court challenges around 
spending limit infractions, robocalls, and 
even charges against political staff.

In advance of the promised October 
2015 federal election, Parliament is now 
debating a piece of legislation that is 
over 240 pages long, Bill C-23, An Act to 
amend the Canada Elections Act. Canada’s 
Minister of State for Democratic Reform, 
Pierre Poilievre, presented his Bill to 
the House of Commons in February. 
Unfortunately, the process of advancing 

this legislation has been unhelpful. 
The government did not see fit to 

share the legislation with Canada’s Chief 
Electoral Officer before it was tabled and 
then resorted to the use of time allocation 
to limit debate in the House of Commons. 
The Globe and Mail has devoted no less 
than five editorials to the proposed legis-
lation, concluding that much of “the 
Conservative government’s Fair Elections 
Act is supported by neither evidence nor 
public consensus,” and “. . . needs to be 
stopped and given a major re-write.”

“The Fair Elections Act,” as it has been 
termed, does have some positive proposals 
for improvements in our electoral system. 
It adds more advance polling days and 
modernizes the online voter registration 
system which should allow for greater vot-
er turnout. This is important, as Elections 
Canada has noted a worrisome trend in 
voter interest. Although 70 – 80 percent 
of Canadians voted until 1993, in the 2011 
election, only 61 percent of voters cast 
their ballots. 

However, other content of the proposed 
legislation is worrisome. 

Overkill and other problems
The “Fair Elections Act” would elim-

inate the practice of “vouching” for pro-
spective voters who arrive at their voting 
station without valid voter ID. The gov-
ernment’s plan to eliminate voter informa-
tion cards could effectively disenfranchise 
about 120,000 voters – among them young 
people, transients, Aboriginal people and 

seniors. The Ottawa Citizen editor-
ialized that “eliminating the vouch-
ing system that has served many 
voters well is like killing an ant 
with a sledgehammer.” In recent 
elections only about a third of eli-
gible voters aged 21–24 exercised 
their right to vote. Public justice 
demands we promote greater par-
ticipation for all, especially those 
already underrepresented in voting 
patterns. 

Another major criticism is the Act’s 
intended diminishment of the role of the 
Chief Electoral Officer. After the irregular-
ities of the 2011 election, Canadians might 
have expected that the Chief Electoral 
Officer’s powers would be enhanced, es-
pecially the ability to investigate parties 
and compel testimony in cases of sus-
pected wrong doing. Instead, some dut-
ies of the Chief Electoral Officer (such as 
encouraging Canadians to vote, enforce-
ment of the Elections Act, and publishing 
reports on the electoral process) are being 
cancelled. The government wants political 
parties be tasked with encouraging people 
to vote. But public justice suggests it is 
the role of a publicly funded non-partisan 
body (Elections Canada) to encourage 
greater public participation. 

A further concern in the proposed legis-
lation relates to election financing. The 
proposed Bill increases the limit an indi-
vidual can donate to a political campaign 
by 30 percent. A public declaration op-
posing the new Bill (signed by 170 polit-

ical science professors) suggests that the 
changes will tilt the public playing field 
towards the wealthy. A public justice ap-
proach promotes the adoption of truly fair 
laws, ones which are “designed to nurture 
an equitable society.” It’s crucial that we 
allow economically marginalized groups 
of people to have their voices heard. 

Marc Mayrand, Canada’s Chief 
Electoral Officer, has told MPs that, “If 
you want to ensure the legitimacy of your 
electoral system, you should seek broad 
consensus.” CPJ agrees, and believes that 
Parliamentary debate – but perhaps more 
importantly – public consultation and en-
gagement on such important concerns, 
should be a prominent fea-
ture of any major reform to 
Canada’s electoral system.  

Joe Gunn serves as 
Executive Director at 

Citizens for Public Justice 
(cpj.ca. 

This article also appeared online at rabble.ca.
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The moral case for fair elections

Cuba: Our Private Mission Field
By Leendert Kooij (2012)

Angela Reitsma Bick
The Kooijs could not have known, that 

first Sunday, how their search for a place 
of worship during vacation would shape 
the lives of two families half a world apart. 

In 1988, Leendert and Maria travelled 
to Cuba and met a Methodist minister and 
his wife, Rene and Marilys Quintana. Rene 
had “spent time in jail for his beliefs,” 
Kooij says, and the family “was very poor 
and not in good health.” They conversed 
through Bible texts, while Marilys served 
orange juice made from oranges grown in 
their yard.   

The Kooijs and Quintanas became 
friends, exchanging letters (and later, 
emails) between the visits the Kooijs made 
each January for the next 25 years. With 
every visit, the Kooijs brought what they 
could for their Cuban friends – Christian 
texts, church supplies, medicine, eye-
glasses. They saw God’s hand of protec-
tion on them every time. 

As Leendeert quips, “We [Canadians] 
have the money and they [Cubans] have the 
beautiful weather. The Lord divides things 

up!” (186). In colourful prose, Cuba: Our 
Private Mission Field sketches a quarter 
century of the Kooijs’ determination to 
help these Cuban Christians in exchange 
for hospitality, hour-long ocean swims and 
many stories of God’s faithfulness. 

Kooij says it’s not easy to do the Lord’s 
work in Cuba. The Cuban Communist 
Party can crack down unpredictably on 
religious groups. But he and Maria de-
scribe every obstacle as a chance for God 
to show his power. Going through customs 
with eight suitcases of Bibles and hymn-
books? An airport-wide power failure 
should take care of that new x-ray ma-
chine. Government officials won’t issue 
a permit for a new church building? After 
Hurricane Denis knocks down the old 
wooden one, they will. 

While Cuba: Our Private Mission Field 
is worth reading, it has two drawbacks: the 
book’s structure and its portrayal of the 
political tension. The stories are not well-
organized and would have benefitted from 
some editing. Further, it’s hard to deter-
mine which stories use dramatic license: 

was every obstacle a form of persecution 
or, occasionally, the regular red tape of a 
communist bureaucracy? 

nonetheless, you can’t deny that this 
book reverberates with Leendert’s love 
for his wife Maria, who passed away in 
2007. Since then, Kooij has made his an-
nual pilgrimage alone, with a heart he calls 
broken. But his heart is not closed to the 
good gift of an enduring friendship, and he 
never forgets to thank the Giver.

This book testifies to God’s delight in 
answering prayer, “often even immedi-
ately, and in the most awesome and mir-
aculous of ways” (197). It’s an antidote to 
the apathy (What can one person accom-
plish?) and the amnesia (Where is God 
when I need him?) that we north American 
Christians suffer from. It’s a witness to the 
joy and fulfillment that can come from fol-
lowing the Lord, even on vacation.  

Angela is editor of CC and lives with 
her family in Newcastle, Ont.

See p. 23 for information on how to order.

A long, fruitful friendship

It should be up to Elections Canada, not political 
parties, to encourage people to vote.

http://cpj.ca/sites/default/files/docs/PJ-for-Citizens-Governments-and-CPJ.pdf
http://cpj.ca/sites/default/files/docs/PJ-for-Citizens-Governments-and-CPJ.pdf
http://www.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/Publication.aspx?DocId=6404810&Language=E&Mode=1
http://www.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/Publication.aspx?DocId=6404810&Language=E&Mode=1
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/editorials/fair-elections-act-slow-it-down-mr-poilievre-4/article17473114/
http://www.elections.ca/content.aspx?section=res&dir=rec/part/estim/41ge&document=report41&lang=e
http://www.elections.ca/content.aspx?section=res&dir=rec/part/estim/41ge&document=report41&lang=e
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/opinion/editorials/Amend+Fair+Elections/9605534/story.html
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2014/03/11/dont-undermine-elections-canada/
http://www.cpj.ca
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First Nations poet  reflects on Christ’s great love

Brier: Good Friday 
Because, dear Christ, your tender, wounded arm
Bends back the brier that edges life’s long way
That no hurt comes to heart, to soul no harm,
I do not feel the thorns so much today.

Because I never knew your care to tire, 
Your hand to weary guiding me aright, 
Because you walk before and crush the brier,
It does not pierce my feet so much tonight.

Because you have so often hearkened to
My selfish prayers, I ask but one thing now,
That these harsh hands of mine not add unto
The crown of thorns upon your bleeding brow.

– E. Pauline Johnson (Tekahionwake)

The Canadian poet E. Pauline Johnson (1861-
1913) is buried in Vancouver’s Stanley Park, close to 
Second Beach, where she lies among the ferns and 
wildflowers of the area. A Mohawk First Nations 
from the Brantford (Ontario) area, at young age she 
evinced a talent for poetry and reading. Before 12 
years old she had read every line of Scott’s and long-
fellow’s poems and much of Byron and Shakespeare, 
and shortly thereafter her work was being accepted in 
sundry magazines and periodicals.

The confessional stance expressed in “Brier” 
(1893) is astonishingly different from the accusatory 
tone in some of her other, earlier compositions in 
Flint and Feather, a book of her collected verse. 

“What have you left to us of land, what have you 
left of game, 

What have you brought but evil, and curses since 
you came? 

How have you paid us for our game? how paid us 
for our land? 

By a book, to save our souls from the sins you 
brought in your other hand. 

Go back with your new religion, we never have 
understood  . . . .”

So rants a woman in “The Cattle Thief,” a poem 
in which Johnson describes the diatribe of a woman 
whose husband, a famous Cree Indian chief, had 
just been hunted down, shot and killed by a troop of 
English settlers.  

Today many may have forgotten Johnson; many 
may not know that when mists from the Pacific rolled 
in to obscure that specific lake area of Stanley Park, it 
was she who first named what it is still called today, 
the well-known lost lagoon.

I do not know what happened in Johnson’s life that 
caused her to write the poignant words of this poem. 
However, what a wonderful thing it is to know that 
in spite of the many injustices perpetrated on First 
Nations peoples, this tender verse shows that the light 
of God’s love and forgiveness is still able to penetrate 
dark shadows of past wrongdoings and hurts. 
Frank DeVries (fransencea@shaw.ca) served as princi-
pal and teacher at Ontario and British Columbia Chris-

tian schools. He and his wife Celia make their home in 
Abbotsford, B.C., where they attend Gateway Christian 

Reformed Church. 

Features

PAGE 19

Sundry Writings and Occasional 
Lectures by Calvin Seerveld

For a detailed overview of these books and to order: www.Dordt.edu/DCPcatalog
Available from all major online booksellers

Normative Aesthetics
“In his ground-breaking work in 
aesthetics Calvin Seerveld emphasizes 
the importance of such things as 
joy and imagination for aesthetic 
theory. But he also practices what 
he preaches.” 
 —Richard J. Mouw

978-1-940567-00-6 
330 pages $21.00

Cultural Education 
and History Writing
“This is a powerful collection of essays 
that reveal multiple connections 
between religious roots, philosophical 
insights, and social analysis.” 
—Clarence W. Joldersma

978-1-940567-04-4 
388 pages $23.00

Cultural Problems in 
Western Society
“Calvin Seerveld’s range and 
synthesis of matters in modern 
European art and politics will 
astonish as well as inform and 
provoke engagement in his readers.” 
—David Lyle Jeffrey

978-1-940567-02-0 
212 pages $17.00

Redemptive Art 
in Society
“Dr. Seerveld’s carefully crafted, 
scintillating, poetic words . . . are, to 
me, shalom promises, wisdom given 
to encourage artists in a broken, dark, 
and yet glorious city to only seek the 
best, to integrate one’s life and one’s 
art, and to bathe everything in prayer.” 
—Makoto Fujimura

978-1-940567-01-3 
328 pages $21.00

Biblical Studies and 
Wisdom for Living
“For those of us who have been led and 
directed by Calvin Seerveld’s books to 
develop an artistic imagination as we 
read Scripture, this gathering of his 
occasional writings is sheer bonus.” 
—Eugene H. Peterson

978-1-940567-06-8 
446 pages $25.00

Art History Revisited
“Seerveld pursues the divine 
continuity that binds and gives 
meaningful significance to the 
ordinary particulars of historical 
and cultural moments.” 
—James Romaine

978-1-940567-03-7 
314 pages $20.00

Dordt College Press
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250



Vacations & Cottages
Holiday accomodation in 

Holland 
with vehicle rentals and tours.   

www.chestnutlane.nl

Two Florida Pool Homes for Rent 
3 bed, 2 bath in beautiful Cape Coral 
Florida. 
For pictures and reasonable rates 
contact Glen at 519-863-6965 
or e-mail: mgsikma@xplornet.com

Six Mile Lake Family Retreat 
Cottage and Bunkie, swimming, ca-
noeing, hiking, camp fires and family 
good times.  Sleeps 10. 1.5 Bath. True 
Muskoka setting. 905-630-6711

Britt, Georgian Bay
2 bdr. cottages, small family resort, 
720.00 up, low season discount.
google @ Li-Mac Cottages 
or call 705-383-2924.

Anniversaries
 

May 5, 1954                                  May 5, 2014  
Bloemendaal, the Netherlands      Calgary, Alberta

Henk and WilHelmina VerHoeff 
(nee van der Bijl)

With Joy and thankfulness to our LORD we 
celebrate the 60th wedding anniversary 

of our dear parents.
We praise God for His faithfulness in their lives; 
With love from the children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren: 

Paul & Cobi Verhoeff
Lies & J.P. Reimer - Charlie, Chloe, Piet

Anya & Jer Radvanszky – Niko, Adrianna 
Lance & Marissa Verhoeff

Rudy

Anya & Kenn Dodd
Jesse and Marina Dodd – Sawyer

Cameron

Stephen & Joyce Verhoeff
Jordan, Julia, Leanne

Margaret (†2013) & Thane Strandberg
Madeline, Adrian

David & Brenda Verhoeff
Joshua, Marieka, Annalies

Congratulations can be sent to: 
#214, 3000 – 51 Street SW, 

Calgary AB T3E 6X6  
  hwverhoeff@shaw.ca 

John 17:22 – I have given them the glory that you gave me, 
that they may be one as we are one –
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1954              April 21             2014

60th Wedding Anniversary

With joy and thanksgiving to God

frank and Janny eygenraam

celebrate God’s faithfulness.
You are invited to an Open House on

Saturday April 26, 2014 
from 2pm – 4 pm at the Fellowship 

Christain Reformed Chruch, 
641 Elm Street
St. Thomas, ON

Mailing address:
Frank & Janny Eygenraam

1-150 First Ave, 
St. Thomas ON N5R 4P3

60th Wedding Anniversary

JoHn and anna Vander Ploeg

"By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; 
through knowledge its rooms are filled with care and beautiful treasures." 

Proverbs 24:3 & 4

You are invited to attend a Come and Go Tea on April 26th, 2014  
at the New Life Center 199 4th Ave. W., Owen Sound, from 2–4 p.m.

In lieu of cards and gifts, feel free to bring along a donation for World Hunger 
with World Renew (CRWRC) Charity.

Congratulations from your family!

Love: Florence & Tom Ingerson (Palm Habour, FL), 
Agnes & Beau Cruz (Mesa, AZ), 

Stuart & Rose Vander Ploeg (Ponoka, AB), 
Wes & Glenda Vander Ploeg (Okotoks, AB), 

Tom & Pat Vander Ploeg (Calgary, AB), 
Cliff & Marilyn Vander Ploeg (Harriston, ON),  

Janice & Don Jamieson (Waterloo, ON), 
Glen & Rhonda Vander Ploeg (Owen Sound, ON), 
Ed & Jennifer Vander Ploeg (Shallow Lake, ON),  
Richard & Tania Vander Ploeg (High River, AB), 
Harold & Helena Vander Ploeg (Listowel, ON). 

Clean 2 & 3 bedroom 
self-catered cottages approximately 

90 minutes north of Toronto.

Starting at $755.00 weekly.
705-756-2462

www.hallscottages.com

 1959                                             April 17                                2014
London,Ontario

“The eternal God is your refuge and 
underneath are the everlasting arms”

Deut. 33:27
This was their wedding text 55 years ago,

And it continues to ring true today.

The Lord has provided a refuge, a haven, a 
bulwark of strength, immense hope, 

unending love, and a powerful peace.
He has delighted with them in times of 

celebration and joy, He has comforted them 
in times of struggle and sorrow.

We pray that the Lord who gives hope, will fill them with great joy,
That they will continue to trust in Christ

and that the power of the Holy Spirit will fill them with peace.

Our loving Heavenly Father has given the blessing of 55 years of marriage to

Tony and Jane Van kamPen (nee de Kam)

With thankfulness to God and much love,
Marjorie & Chris Perry  Belleville, Ontario

 Matthew, Andrew, Daniel
Nancy & George Horlings  Smithers, BC

 Jason, Meghan & Jakob Kort, Evan, Joshua
Ken with the Lord (Aug. 25 1985)

Sharon Van Kampen& Steve Johnston  Listowel, Ontario
 Anthonie, Kenneth, Gerrit, Shaun

Jennifer Van Kampen & Theo Katerberg  Fordwich, Ontario
Jordan, Malcolm, Jayna

Home Address:192 Alison Road 
Thamesford ON N0M 2M0

50th Wedding Anniversary

Syd and Joanne de Boer

Alphen A/D Ryn 1964                         2014 Lynden

With joy and thankgiving to God; Syd and Joanne De Boer,
together with their children and grandchildren, hope to  

celebrate this special occasion on May 3rd, 2014.

We invite you to join us for an Open House from 2–4 p.m.
at Dundas Calvin CRC, 420 Hwy #5, Dundas, Ontario.

Home Address:
1836 2nd Concession West

Lynden, ON  L0R 1T0

We send congratulations to 

neil and Willie rieTema
 (nee Salomons) 

on celebrating 60 years of marriage 
on April 14th, 2014.  

Praising God for His faithfulness to you, 
and wishing you much joy as you cele-
brate with your children and 17 grandchil-
dren and 14 great-grandchildren.  

Join us in celebrating at an 
OPEN HOUSE on Saturday,

 APRIL 26th, 2014 from 2–4 p.m.
at THE KOZY KORNER in 

Lacombe, Alberta.  
GOD IS GOOD!

New address: #5 5034 53St., 
   Lacombe AB T4L 2K7

mailto:mgsikma%40xplornet.com?subject=
mailto:hwverhoeff%40shaw.ca%20?subject=
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Thomas (Tom) Bergsma 
is now with his Lord and Saviour. 

Tom passed away peacefully in his sleep at 
home in Strathroy, Ontario, on Wednesday 

Feb. 19, 2014, in his 86th year.  

Beloved husband of the late Hendrika 
Bergsma (Hofsteenge) (2010).
Cherished father of Joyce Power (Brian), 
Neil (Corrine), and Ron (Ivan). Dear Opa to 
Chris, Patrick and Jade. 

Survived by a brother, Dirk and family in 
London, Ontario, and 3 brothers Anne, Cor 
and Joop and sister Ria and their families Holland. Predeceased by his 
son Tommy (1967), his parents Anne Bergsma (1956) and Hendrika 
Bergsma (van Dijk) (1991), and brothers Cor (1941), Luuk (2014), and 
Jan (2014).  

Tom dedicated his life to serving the Lord in Christian Education as a 
teacher and a principal for over 30 years. He touched many lives and 
will be lovingly remembered and missed.
A memorial service was held at Strathroy East Christian Reformed 
Church on Tuesday, February 25, 2014. 

"My only comfort in life and in death is that I belong body and soul to my 
faithful Saviour, Jesus Christ" Lord's Day Q&A#1 

Correspondence: Joyce Power
             406-270 Spadina Rd. E., Kitchener ON  N2M 3X8

Cornelis (Kees) Van Egmond
Born November 11, 1930, in Rijnsburg, the Netherlands.

Died March 12, 2014, in Norval, Ontario.

Our amazing and beloved Dad, Opa, and Super-Opa.
John Van Egmond & Diana Brouwer

Nick and Virginia & little Veronica, 
Angie and Marty, Adrianne and Luke

Sophie and Rudy Vandenberg
Nicole, Ben and Erin & wee Dylan, Caleb and Chelsey

Joyce Van Egmond & Peter van der Meulen
Joya, John, Mark David, Ellen, Peter

Cornel & Agnes Van Egmond
Jacob, Mark Peter, Cornel, William, 

Matthew, Josiah, Martina Sophia

Pre-deceased in 2012 by his wife, Martina Sophia Van Egmond 
(nee Zandbergen), and his youngest son, Mark Peter, in 1984.

Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure.
 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

surely I have a delightful inheritance. Psalm 16:5,6

1932                            2014 

Entered into the rest of her Lord on 
Saturday, March 15, 2014, 

Myntje Harbers (nee Voorneveld) 

of Brinston, age 82.  

Loving wife of Bill Harbers.  
Loving mother of:

Willy of Ottawa, 
Wilma Tibben (Bill) of Brinston, 
Alice Schuler (Hans) of Chesterville, 
Betty Dentz (Paul) of Iroquois, 
Albert (Linda) of Brinston 
Brian (Joy) of Williamsburg.  

Survived by her brothers Gys (Nell), Dirk 
(Meta), Gerrit (Anneke), Nico, Jacob and 
sisters Wyntje Haagmans and Johanna 
DeHeer, all of Holland and her sisters-in-
law Cor Voorneveld of Holland and Yvonne 
Voorneveld of Brockville.   

Predeceased by her brothers James, Jan 
and John Voorneveld. 

Myntje will be fondly remembered by 
grandchildren Heidi Tibben, Marcia 
Siggelkow (Ry), Glen Tibben (Robyn), 
Daniel Schuler (Sharon), Erin Van Gilst 
(Tim), Emily Geertsema (Martin), Sally Jane 
Dentz, Jenny Rijke (Brian), Robert Harbers 
(Loraine), Andrew Harbers (Emma), Eric 
Harbers, James Harbers, Corrin Harbers, 
Matthew Harbers, Sherry-Lynn Harbers 
and great-grandchildren Sam, Savannah 
and Emma Schuler, Owen, Aleida and 
Wendy Siggelkow, Maria, Nicole and Lauren 
Geertsema, Allison Van Gilst and Gideon 
Harbers.  
Also survived by nieces and nephews.

Online condolences may be made at 
marsdenmclaughlin.com. 

“Surely goodness and love will follow me 
all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 

house of the Lord forever.” 
Psalm 23:6

Nov.11 1930                          March 12 2014
Rijnsburg, the Netherlands    Norval, Ontario  

Kees van Egmond
widower of Martina Zandbergen.

1 Thessalonians 5:18

Kees passed into the presence of his Lord 
and Saviour.
In spite of three difficult years,he gave 
thanks under all  circumstances. He truly 
was a rock and example of Christian living.
He will be missed by his sisters and 
brothers-in-law.

Wim+ & Mien†

Janna & Geerlof†
Gerda & Henk†

Sophie & Chris

Johanna & Andy
Cora & Henk
Kees & Greta

Gerrit Jan (John) Vink 
Went to be with the Lord at his resi-
dence surrounded by his family on 
Wednesday, March 12th, 2014.  

Beloved husband of 53 years to Riek 
Vink.

Father of: John Vink (Ilse), 
Hetty Blom (Ralph), 
Harry Vink (Jacqueline), 
Andrew Vink (Laura) 
Catharine Jonker (Vince). 

Opa will be missed by his 15 grandchil-
dren and 4 great-grandchildren. 

Also remembered by his siblings 
Gerda Wildenbeest (late Herman), Dien 
Seesink (Henk) and Henk Vink (Mien). 

Predeceased by his parents Johan and 
Hendrika Vink and grandson Darren 
Vink.

Douglas Patrick DeBoer
     May 21, 1966     –      March 7, 2014
     Owen Sound              Chatham

"I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, 

I have kept the faith.
Now there is in store for me 
the crown of righteousness".  

2 Timothy 4:7

Our dear son and brother, 
Douglas DeBoer was called home to be 

with his LORD AND SAVIOUR 
on March 7, 2014.

Beloved husband of Joyce DeBoer (Vyn) of 
Chatham, Ontario.
Loving father of Jocelyn and Kristen.
Dear son of Hank & Shena DeBoer 
of Chatham, Ontario.
Dear brother of: Harry & Hilda DeBoer 
of Kitchener, Ontario; Kenneth & Janice 
DeBoer of Cambridge, Ontario; Ronald & 
Karen DeBoer of Kitchener, Ontario.
Lovingly remembered by nephews and 
nieces.

Correspondence: 
Hank and Shena DeBoer

    40 - 301 Elm Street
    Chatham ON N7M 6A5

Hennie Schat
June 6, 1947 – March 14, 2014

Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecu-
tion or famine or nakedness or danger or 
sword?  No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us.  
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

                                  Romans 8: 35, 37-39

After a courageous battle with cancer, Hennie “Minke” Diemer Schat, 
beloved wife, mother, and grandmother, went home to our Lord in her 
66th year.  
Fred’s beloved wife of 44 years, Hennie was the loving mother of five 
children and loving grandmother of fifteen grandchildren:

Sean and Melanie Schat (Aydan, Benjamin, Brin, Kalan)
Lara Schat-Zeyl and Jeremy Zeyl (Isaiah, Kiara)
Aaron and Kim Schat (Kyra, Liam, Eli, Gideon)
Jonathan and Yvette Schat (Ainsley, Ezra, Silas)
Adam and Cathenia Schat (Aspen Minke, Reid)

Hennie is survived by her six siblings: Kienie (Bob) Stewart, 
John Diemer, Janna (Bert) Seinen, Joe Diemer, Eke (Jim) Flindall, 
Grace (Lou) Douma
She will be greatly missed by family and friends and many others who 
were blessed by her warm smile and loving presence.  

 Correspondence: Fred Schat
405 Bartlett Avenue, Grimsby ON L3M 2N5

Aafke “Alice” Byma (nee Boersma)   

age 97, of Cambridge, Ontario, 
passed away March 16, 2014 

surrounded by family. 

Have thine own way, Lord, 
Have thine own way!

Thou art the Potter, I am the clay
Mold me and make me after thy will,
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

Beloved wife of Jacob Byma for 68 years.
We will always remember you and cherish 

the times we had with you.
Freda Bryant (Reg†)

Sid Byma (Linda)   
Mike (Sara), Rob, Jeff

Barb Kane (Tim)  
Brian (Kelly), Matt (Nicole), Tony (Alexa)

Ralph Byma (Debbie) 
Brittney

Fran Huberts (special family friend)
and eight great-grandchildren. 

Mom’s love for the Lord was evident 
throughout her entire life and we are 
comforted by the knowledge that she is 
now resting in the arms of Jesus. For years 
she was a foster parent, loving and caring 
for many children as though they were her 
own.  She was amazing at knitting and 
crocheting, and later, when she was physi-
cally unable to get around much; she made 
and sold many blankets, baby outfits, hats 
and scarves, donating the proceeds to 
charitable organizations. She was a loving, 
kind and gentle person and we will miss 
her so much.

Correspondence: F. Bryant
         204 - 85 Spruce St. N. 
         Cambridge ON  N1R 4K4

Plan a successful vacation at our resort known for it’s Dutch  Hos-
pitality. Reasonable rates for cottage rentals. Excellent for camping, 
swimming and fishing (ideal for group camping). Showers available. 

“Little Europe” is located 10 km. east of 
Hwy 11 on Hwy 118 East, past the Muskoka Airport.

Roel & Riet Bakema    Phone: 705-645-2738
Little Europe Resort

1033 Ashley Lane, RR 3,  Bracebridge ON  P1L 1X1
No pets please 

LittLe europe

resort and 
traiLer park

Bracebridge, Muskoka

Community Christian Reformed 
Church of Dixon's Corners invites 

you to join in it's 
25th Anniversary Celebrations 

on May 3rd & 4th.
Saturday 

2 pm to 4 pm  - Open house and tea
6:30 pm to 7:30 pm - Dessert Party

7:30 pm - Praise Concert
Sunday 

10:00am - Worship Service

All events will be held at the church. 
4485 County Rd. 16, 

Brinston, Ontario.

DEADLINE Christian Courier is pub-
lished on the second and forth Mondays 
of the month.Deadline for each issue is 
13 days prior to publication date.
SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
 e-mail – admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail: 2 Aiken St.          
St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8
More information: christiancourier.ca

Note: Family ads are posted on our 
website. Click on Family Ads on the 
bottom banner and then click on the 
name.
Recent job opportunities advertised in 
Christian Courier can also be accessed 
on our site.

christiancourier.ca

http://www.marsdenmclaughlin.com
http://www.christiancourier.ca
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We offer

full service & factory

warranties

712891 Middletown Line
Norwich, ON N0J 1P0

519-879-9779

www.classicalorgan.ca
info@classicalorgan.ca

The organ

that plays digitally

recorded real organ pipes,

built for homes and

churches.

Your church and
home organ specialist

Henry J. Koornneef CFP, CPCA
Executive Director

FOUNDATION for Niagara & Hamilton area Christian Schools

6488 Smithville Road
PO Box 850

Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
Phone: 905-957-8172

1-877-340-9555
www.schoolfoundation.ca

office@schoolfoundation.ca

Certified 
Financial Planner™

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lest we forget that 
Life begins at Conception 

Wallaceburg Bookbinding
& MFG. CO. LTD.

We Bind, Rebind and Restore 
Save money– Don't buy replacements! 

Churches: Send us one of your hymnals as a sample and we will 
rebind it at no cost. Normal price for quantities of five or more-$8.75

Personal Orders: We will bind short run editions e.g. family histo-
ries as well as rebinding and restoring personal books.
.

1-800-214-2463       FAX (519)627-6922
95 Arnold St. Wallaceburg ON  N8A 3P3           http://wbmbindery.com

“...serving Christian   Reformed churches and Christian schools since  1970"     

Your funds will be invested in Christian Reformed Church and Christian school building projects in Canada.

Rates to June 30, 2014
We pay 2.75% on CRC deposits.  Earn approx. 3.2% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

 Write:  Christian Reformed Extension Fund, 45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org   Call:  416-461-1207    Fax:  416-465-6367       

       43 YEARS OF SERVICE   

42

170
270

This book may be ordered from 
Frank Sawyer for 12 dollars plus 
postage. Kindly order or inquire 

by 
email: fsawyer777@gmail.com

See p. 15 to read one of Frank's 
poems.

Reading a 
hand-me-

down copy 
of CC? 

Call 1-800-969-4838 or email 
rose@christiancourier.ca  or go to 

christiancourier.ca 
to get your own Christian Courier – earlier, and 

intact.

http://www.classicalorgan.ca
http://www.schoolfoundation.ca
mailto:office%40schoolfoundation.ca?subject=
http://www.linkcharity.ca
http://www.csservices.ca
fsawyer777@gmail.com
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/opinion/editorials/Amend+Fair+Elections/9605534/story.html
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2014/03/11/dont-undermine-elections-canada/
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Maranatha Homes, located in south Burlington near 
many amenities, is a place where Christian seniors 
can enjoy independent living in community with others.

• Reasonable rent rates at $796 per month
• Newly renovated units
• Award winning architectural design
• Well maintained building and grounds
• No condo fees or utility bills

All this and more make Maranatha Homes an attrac-
tive and affordable accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact: 
Rosanne van der Woerd 

109-3260 New St. Burlington ON L7N 3L4
905-681-0311 

Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com

Maranatha
             hoMes

living independently in Christian community

Voyages of Antiquity – Small ship cruise. Istanbul to Athens
July 26–Aug 11 2014   Hosted by Ted Barris. 

  US $4695.00 (incl. air)

Scenic Ireland Bus tour – Merit hosted 12 days
Aug. 14, 2014 $3995.00 (including air, taxes, most meals and tips). 

Rates based on double occupancy, prices per person  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Apr. 12 The Woodstock Dutch Theatre Group presents "Gestrand" 

Great Lakes Christian College, Beamsville Ont. 2 p.m Ph: 519-
461-9839 or email woodstockdutchtheatre@yahooo.ca  for tickets 
or more information. or see Feb 24 issue for complete ad.

Apr. 27  Dutch Service will be held in the Ancaster Christian Re-
formed Church at 3:00 p.m. Rev. Ralph Koops will be preaching.

May 3 & 4 Community Christian Reformed Church of Dixon's Cor-
ners invites you to join in it's 25th Anniversary. See ad p.21.

TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS INTERNATIONAL         
4 ROBERT SPECK PKWY 15TH FL.  MISSISSAUGA ON  L4Z 1S1  
PH: 905-896-6948                                                    TICO #1576226

 Lancaster, Pennsylvania
May 27 to 31, 2014 – join us for a 5 day/4 night bus trip 

to see the new production "MOSES" at the Sight & 
Sound, & the Lancaster Family Comedy Show! Includes 9 meals – includ-
ing lunch in an Amish home, 2 shows, 3 sightseeing tours including Amish 
farmlands, Ephrata Cloister, Longwood Gardens, History of Hershey & 
Antique Car Museum, and more! 

Cost: $749 pp dbl, $729 pp trpl, $699 pp quad. Single $1049. 
                    Note: All prices are in Cdn funds. No HST. 

For more information, or to be added to our mailing list, please 
contact Sylvia Isaac at 905-541-0770 

or Toll-Free 1-866-483-7447 or email sylviaisaac@tpi.ca     
Be sure to visit our newly-launched website: 

christianfellowshiptours.ca  
Like us on facebook.com/christianfellowshiptours Sylvia Isaac

Travelling together in friendship and faith

Job Opportunities

Outreach Team Leader
CrossPoint Christian Reformed Church of Brampton, Ontario, 

is seeking a 1/2 time Outreach Ministry Team Leader. 

Working with our staff team, your main focus would be on 
leading and equipping God’s people to share the good news 
of salvation with our multi-cultural community.  

If this position excites you, please send a one to two page 
letter of introduction that explains your outreach passion 
and what you envision that looking like in a reformed church 
setting.  

Please send resumes, letters of interest, and/or questions to:
CrossPoint CRC, Attn. Pastor Rich

444 Steeles Ave West, 
Brampton ON L6Y 0J3 

or to pastorrich@crosspointcrc.ca. 

C0-PASTOR, 
CAMPUS CHAPLAIN, 
WORSHIP DIRECTOR

Fleetwood CRC is a multi-generational, large congrega-
tion in beautifulSurrey, BC. We value our roots as we con-
tinually seek new ways to show God's love to a growing 
area. We are seeking people to join us in these roles:

Co-Pastor: an energetic, creative, team player will share 
in all aspects of ministry as well as take a clearly-defined 
leadership role in the four priorities we've set as a church. 
This is an ordained, full time position.  

Campus Chaplain: New Position of a chaplaincy at 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University in Surrey. The half-time 
chaplain will work with the Multi-faith Centre on campus.

Worship Director: a creative servant leader to help plan 
and lead worship services. This could be up to a half-time 
position.

Job descriptions: 
www.fleetwoodcrc.org.

Email: info@fleetwoodcrc.org 

Youth Pastor Position: 

Community Christian Reformed Church of Kitchener, Ontario is a large multi-
generational church with an average age is 32. 

Our first concern is the discipleship of every member through their relationships 
with God, each other and our community. Through a community based, intergen-
erational model of ministry, and driven by the desire to be active disciples, we 
have developed a position for a relationally-minded person in the area of youth 
ministry. 

We are looking for a seasoned professional who is able to motivate our youth 
for service in God’s Kingdom as well as lead the families of our youth to greater 
commitment to Christ and his Kingdom. Ordination is not a requirement for this 
position. 

To view the job posting on our website go to ccrc.on.ca/careers/youth-pastor. 
Please address your application to the search committee chair, Mr. Larry Lutgen-
dorff. All applicants must submit a resume, cover letter and one page statement 
of faith in one PDF file. 

The deadline for applications is Monday April 28,2014 at 5 p.m. 

For further information or to submit a resumes contact us at 
youthpastorsearch@ccrc.on.ca. No telephone inquires please.Stories From Years Gone By

Now Available! 
Four Awesome Books!

SPECIAL DEALS
2 CD’s for $36.00 (includes S & H)

1 Book + 1 CD for $36.00 (includes S & H)

ORDER FROM: 
Leendert Kooij Records & Books  

90 Topcliff Avenue, Downsview, ON M3N 1L8
Phone: 416-636-9779

Email: landmkooy@rogers.com

by Leendert Kooij

Beautiful 
New 2013 CD

See book review p. 18

mailto:rvanderwoerd%40gmail.com?subject=Maranathan%20Home
mailto:pastorrich%40crosspointcrc.ca.?subject=
http://www.ccrc.on.ca/careers/youth-pastor
mailto:youthpastorsearch%40ccrc.on.ca?subject=


PAGE 24

News

CHRISTIAN COuRIER

““

VOTED NO. 1 DIAMOND WINNER
Christian Community 

55 Plus Premium Living 

At Evergreen Terrace, you are able to protect your investment 
and preserve your equity in retirement years. Evergreen Terrace 
is sponsored by a non-profi t organization which makes all the 
diff erence in off ering you a better option for the second half of life.
  
Call Today and Discover Life is Better at Evergreen Terrace!

 Niagara’s Leading Christian Lifestyle Community
275 Main Street East • Grimsby • 905-309-7888

www.evergreenterrace.ca

just knowing that we have a complete 
campus of housing and services at our 

doorstep, is our peace of mind
J.N.D. Evergreen Terrace Resident

In His Footprints 
 

 

a non profit ministry operating the Loforna Vocational     
Training School, invites you to come and join us deep         
within the pristine jungles of the Maya Mountains of            

Central Belize living and serving among the Mayan people. 
 

Service Opportunities  
orphanage care, job skills training, evangelism, medical      

assistance sports camp, campus construction 
 

Adventurous Side Trips   
coral reef snorkeling, Mayan temples and burial caves,  

jungle canopy zip lining, cave tubing, jungle survival training  
 

Due to our many connections in Belize, we guarantee             
you the most affordable group prices out there! 

 

www.footprintsbelize.ca 
www.facebook.com/inhisfootprints  

 
To find out more, contact us at 

wil@footprintsbelize.ca 

Get both Christian Courier and Faith Today – you 
will be better connected with others who share 
your faith and better equipped and informed to 
live out that faith in the Canadian context.

A year of great Canadian 
Christian reading!

Faith Today publishes six printed issues per year 
and includes free access to its online archive and 
mobile app. Faith Today is published by the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. This o�er 
expires May 30, 2014. 

View sample copies at 
www.faithtoday.ca/digital.

Give a gift subscription to 
Christian Courier before May 30

and receive a 1-year subscription to 
the award-winning Canadian 

magazine Faith Today at the special 
price of only $14.99 (reg. $29.99).

Give a gift subscription to Christian Courier 
before May 30 and receive a 1-year subscription to the 

award-winning Canadian magazine Faith Today 
at the special price of only $14.99 (reg. $29.99).

Get both Christian Courier and Faith Today – you 
will be better connected with others who share 
your faith and better equipped and informed to 
live out that faith in the Canadian context.

A year of great Canadian 
Christian reading!

Faith Today publishes six printed issues per year 
and includes free access to its online archive and 
mobile app. Faith Today is published by the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. This o�er 
expires May 30, 2014. 

View sample copies at 
www.faithtoday.ca/digital.

Give a gift subscription to 
Christian Courier before May 30

and receive a 1-year subscription to 
the award-winning Canadian 

magazine Faith Today at the special 
price of only $14.99 (reg. $29.99).

A year of great Canadian Christian reading!

Get both Christian Courier and Faith Today – you will be better connected 
with others who share your faith and better equipped and informed to 
live out that faith in the Canadian context.

Faith Today publishes six printed issues per year and includes free access 
to its online archive and mobile app. Faith Today is published by the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. This offer expires May 30, 2014.

View sample copies at 
www.faithtoday.ca/digital.


