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News. Clues. Kingdom views. 

What story does your life's work tell?

 Theme issue: Vocation

Ron Rupke
Students at four Canadian uni-

versities and a Christian high school 
near Toronto were treated to a visit 
by a leading Chinese labour advo-
cate during the last week of Septem-
ber 2013. Han Dongfang’s whirl-
wind tour of Canada came courtesy 
of the Christian Labour Association 
of Canada and the newly-consti-
tuted CLAC Foundation. 

According to CLAC represen-
tative John Taekema, the CLAC 
arranged Dongfang’s speaking tour 
to help promote the CLAC Founda-
tion, which was founded in Decem-
ber 2012. CLAC itself celebrates its 
61st anniversary this year.

“We wanted to catch the interest 
of some younger folks,” Taekema 
explained during a telephone in-
terview on September 29. “CLAC 
has always had the support of many 
members who are not represented 
in a workplace. For quite a while 
we have used the dues paid by 

these Solidarity members to sup-
port struggling labour movements 
in developing countries. Now the 
CLAC Foundation, an organization 
with charitable status, will extend 
this solidarity work internation-
ally and within Canada. And, since 
most of our solidarity members are 
getting older, we want to connect 
with a younger generation, to show 
them this important work.”

In 2006, CLAC officials at-
tending a Human Rights and De-
mocracy conference in Montreal 
first met Han Dongfong, founder 
of a Hong Kong based Chinese 
Non-Governmental Organization 
called the China Labour Bulletin. 
Shortly after that meeting in Mon-
treal, CLAC decided to help fund 
Dongfang’s work as part of CLAC’s 
international solidarity program.  

“Many of Dongfang’s ideas 
are shared by the CLAC,” says 
John Taekema. “His concept of 
freedom of association, the need 
for respect and cooperation in the 
workplace and working within ex-
isting structures to achieve justice 
– these all resonate with CLAC.” 
Dongfang’s strong command 
of the English language and his 
amazing personal story made him 
an obvious choice as a speaker for 
the CLAC Foundation.

Exclusive interview
I had a chance to interview Han 

Dongfang at the home of Wybe 
and Jean Bylsma in Cobourg on 
September 22, just before his short 
Canadian speaking tour. Bylsma, a 
long-time CLAC solidarity mem-
ber who has a special interest in 
China, claims to be the person 
who first brought Dongfang and 
his China Labour Bulletin to the 
attention of CLAC staff. During a 
leisurely social visit and luncheon, 
Dongfang spoke about his journey 
from the Tiananmen Square pro-
test in May 1989, to prison and 
near death, to his work as labour 
reformer and advocate today.

According to Dongfang, the Ti-
ananmen Square protest began on 
April 15, 1989 as a gathering of 
several hundred people. It was an 
exciting time as the mostly young 
people debated, protested, shouted 
and demonstrated. On May 19, the 
Chinese government declared mar-
tial law, apparently determined to 
quash the protest. At the time, Han 
Dongfang, a 26-year-old electri-
cian working for the state railway, 
had little interest in the events at 

A new way for labour in China
From Tiananmen Square to labour reform 

Meagan Gillmore 
Keturah Leonforde wants to 

add sweetness to people’s lives. 
But not with food.

For about a decade, Leonforde 
has worked as a career consultant, 
helping people find their “sweet 
spot”: where their jobs and per-
sonal interests align. She works 
at Wilfrid Laurier University in 
Waterloo, Ont. and runs her own 
consulting business. Her interest 
in careers began in childhood. She 
earned an undergraduate degree 
in business and marketing. She 
managed a business, where she 
was most interested in human re-
sources. She later earned a Mas-
ter’s degree in human resources 
and organizational management.

“I’m fascinated by the fact that 
the first thing that we ask people 
is, ‘What do you do?’” she said. 
“We’re more interested in what 
people do than who they are. I’m 

not saying that’s a good thing, I’m 
just saying it’s my observation.” 

“Work was the very first thing 

A calling realized
Four who follow God at work

Lighting up the future of careers

Continued on page 2 Continued on page 2

Dongfang, a leading Chinese 
labour advocate, toured Canada 
in late September. 

Dongfang (l) shares his incredible 
life story with Bylsma (centre) and 
Rupke (r). 

Leonforde has also written a book 
of devotionals, which apply to 
periods of “waiting” in life.
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Tiananmen, but his wife urged 
him to go to the square and see 
what was going on. He visited the 
protest on May 21 and got caught 
up in a heated discussion with a 
group trying to set up a worker’s 
organization to protect students 
from a possible army crackdown. 
Dongfang struck up a conversa-
tion with a fellow protester cre-
dentialed with a PhD in law, who 
explained that the Tiananmen pro-
testers had the legal right to peace-
ful assembly under the Chinese constitution. 

The worker’s group decided they needed leaders, and 
by consensus decided that anyone interested in leading 
should nominate himself and explain why he should be 
chosen. Dongfang was one of eight people to step for-
ward. He said that he believed the protest was perfectly 
legal, and that he was not afraid to state his name and his 
role. He added, “If what we are doing here will lead to 
prison, I will not have to be arrested – I will walk in on 
my own.” His confident words convinced the audience, 
who showed their approval of five leadership hopefuls by loud applause. The five met together and 
divided responsibility among them. Dongfang was chosen to be the group spokesman. 

On June 4, 1989 the Chinese military entered Tiananmen Square in a column of tanks, and massacred 
many of the protesters assembled there. Ten days later, the government released a list of wanted protest 
leaders. Dongfang recalls, “My name was on the list, and my appearance was on the poster. I had to 
decide whether to run and hide, or to keep my word and walk in to be arrested.”

The consequences of self surrender
Dongfang recalls his fateful decision to enter the Beijing Public Security Bureau headquarters, just 

800 metres away from Tiananmen Square, on June 14, 1989. “I told the officers there who I was, and 
why I was there. They were confused, didn’t know what to do with me. Then a public official came out 
from a back office and invited me in for a cup of tea.”

So began 22 months of interrogation and detention without formal charges or trial. Dongfang’s refusal 
to discuss the words or actions of fellow protesters angered officials, who ordered him placed in a “special” 
cell with 24 prisoners ill with various infectious diseases. He was gravely sick and near death from tuber-
culosis when, to his surprise, he was released to a military hospital where he regained enough strength to 
sit up and speak. He later learned that his release was directly connected to a state visit by the American 
Secretary of State James Baker, who raised Dongfang’s name as a human rights concern. Still gravely ill, 
he was released on bail to go home with his wife in 1991. An American human rights organization took 
an interest in him, and a doctor sent to examine him confirmed a diagnosis of tuberculosis in one lung. 
The American Federation of Labor Organizations became aware of his situation, and raised the sum of 
$20,000 to bring him to America for treatment at Columbia Medical Centre. While preparing for surgery 
to have the remnants of his diseased lung removed, he was befriended by Christians, and was baptized as 
a new believer in July 1993. After successful surgery, he flew back to Hong Kong, and crossed the border 
into mainland China. Government officials arrested him at the hotel where he stayed overnight, however, 
and charged him with “violating the Chinese constitution internationally.” Over his strenuous objections, 
he was transported to Shen Zhen and ordered to cross the bridge back into Hong Kong. “I said, ‘no, this 
is my country, that is not my country.’” The police physically picked me up and dumped me on the other 
side of the line. The Hong Kong police held me there when I tried to walk back into China.”

Dissenter
So began Dongfang’s new life as a dissident Chinese labour leader. In 1994, he registered the China Labour 

Bulletin, promoting the idea of free trade unionism in his home country. He began to broadcast his ideas by 
hosting a talk show on Radio Free Asia, a station funded by the U.S. government. Over time, he took up the 
cause of various workers’ rights issues in his homeland, and worked to build good labour relations precedents 
by funding lawyers to defend cases that came to his attention. “In China we have wonderful labour laws, bet-
ter than Canada’s – but no enforcement. After 1990 party leaders studied labour law in the west, and adopted 
many regulations from western social democracies. But the rule of law is an evolutionary process – it must 
be part of the people – you can’t escape the process.”

According to John Taekema, Han Dongfang met with students at Redeemer College in Ancaster, at King’s 
Collegiate in Oakville, at the University of Alberta and King’s College in Edmonton, and 
at the Vancouver Public Library with students from Simon Fraser University’s Institute of 
Humanities. “Wherever we went, student audiences were mesmerized by Han Dongfang’s 
story,” he reported. “And as for myself – my 11 days travelling with Dongfang has been 
one of my most interesting journeys ever.” 

Ron Rupke worked as a CLAC representative in Ontario during the 1980s and 1990s. 
He now lives in Cobourg and works as a market gardener and freelance writer.

that we were given in 
creation. It was actu-
ally intended to be a 
blessing,” said Leon-
forde. It can be part of 
the abundant life Jesus 
offers. God gave us 
work so we could use 
the gift of time, she 
said. “It’s very central 
to who we are and 
what we have been 
created to do.”

Leonforde helps clients understand themselves: their personalities, in-
terests and past experiences. She pays special attention when people start 
talking about their need for purpose, or how they choose jobs based on their 
values. This is becoming more common in career consulting, said Leonforde. 
At a national conference for career consultants in January, Leonforde will 
lead a session focused on how personal values influence career transitions.

Even non-Christians ask spiritual questions, said Leonforde.
She uses her work to point people to Jesus, whether by encouraging 

those she leads, or by being attentive to her clients’ needs.
“Every day the future walks through my door,” said Leonforde. “Every 

day I have the opportunity to work with individuals from a vast variety of 
backgrounds, and they encounter me. If I am light, if I am reflecting light 
because I am tapped into light, I believe that light impacts my clients in a 
positive way.”

 
Witnessing to truth through smoke and flames

When Stephen Taylor sees 
flames, he knows the Apostle 
James was right: life is only a 
vapour. 

Taylor’s fought fires for more 
than 30 years. “Everybody likes 
us when we show up,” he laughed, 
comparing the response firefight-
ers receive to the reception police 
officers often get. Rescues out-
number the tragic cases, he said.

The job quickly teaches you 
how short life is, he said.

He recalled a house fire that 
claimed the lives of a mother and 
her young children – the oldest 
was eight. The smoke detector had 

been taken down; no battery installed. The fire hall provides them for free.
Then there are the immediate deaths.
“It’s not like going to the funeral home,” he said of arriving at car 

accidents. “This person was breathing just a few minutes ago. And you 
wonder, ‘Where are they now?’”

His co-workers often ask the same questions, which means Taylor 
sometimes spends his shifts giving them answers. It’s not surprising; 
Taylor’s quick to credit God with his job – he wouldn’t take one that 
would interfere with his Sunday commitments at church. He arranges his 
schedule to keep Sundays during the day free. 

His witness at work has been faithful, but not everyone accepts it. One 
co-worker, unprompted, told Taylor he knew he had to make a decision 
about following Jesus. “He chose the wrong one,” Taylor remembers.

Some choose differently. Last spring, he travelled to the Dominican 
Republic to help build a church. The engineer in charge was the fire chief 
in the city where they were working. He was so excited a Canadian fire-
fighter was there, he invited Taylor to speak with his crew. Taylor did, 
talking about equipment and telling stories about his work. He then started 
speaking about life’s brevity, before letting his translator, a missionary, 
give a Gospel message in Spanish.

Eleven firefighters accepted Jesus.
“It was just an amazing thing,” said Taylor.

A new way for labour in China continued A calling realized continued

Continued on page 3

May 14, 1989: Flags in Tiananmen Square plead for “democratic dialogue.” 

Firefighting quickly teaches you that 
life is short, Taylor says. 

“If I [reflect] light,” Leonforde says, “I believe 
that impacts my clients in a positive way.” 

Tiananmen Square in Beijing today.
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your loved ones with a tax burden, ensuring
they receive the maximum amount from
your estate.

There are many ways to minimize your tax
liability. I can help you look at the whole
picture and make the most of your money.

Call me to find how The Plan by Investors
GroupTM can help you provide for the people
you care about... now and over time.
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Office space available at 36 Secord Dr., St Catharines. 
Contact Ria at the St Catharines office.

ADVANCE NOTIFICATION:

ISRAEL & JORDAN TOUR
  March 13 – 25, 2014

Escorted by Rev. John Veenstra
Details available in September. 

If you are interested contact us:

VERSTRAETE TRAVEL & CRUISES
300 - 14845 Yonge St, Aurora ON L4G 6H8   Reg. #3367728

Tel 416 969-8100 or 1-800-565-9267 
email aurora@verstraete.com

St. Catharines Office: Tel 905-934-4414 or 1-800-405-6088
Visit us at www.verstraetetravel.com. 

Feel free to contact Pastor John Veenstra at 
jveenstra4@cogeco.ca if you have any questions about the tour.

Earl Clint Tour Sept.26 – 28: Philadelphia & Lancaster only $595
Contact St. Catharines office.

Sarah Bonikowsky wanted to 
help people with disabilities par-
ticipate in sports. She thought she’d 
be working mainly with Paralympic athletes, not children 
who have autism spectrum disorder or Down’s Syndrome.

As director of major sporting events and outreach for 
Scripture Union Canada however, she spent last summer 
ensuring children with disabilities could enjoy sports 
camps. The national ministry works to connect Canadians 

with Scripture by providing teaching materials and Bible 
reading guides to churches and individuals, as well as run-
ning children’s camps and sports ministries. The organiza-
tion wanted to make its sports camp accessible for children 
with disabilities. This meant having a lower basketball 
net so kids in wheelchairs could play, using different balls 
for road hockey or preparing musical activities when kids 
couldn’t participate in sports.

 “Ultimately, I’m doing what I wanted to do, but I never 
thought it would come about that way,” she said, laughing.

Her interest in working with Paralympic athletes 
began after she started training with Canada’s national 
women’s rowing team. She worked at a bicycle shop to 
“make ends meet,” she remembered. An occupational 
therapist came in looking to adapt a bicycle for a client 
who’d recently had a stroke. Working with the therapist 
got Bonikowsky interested in using sports to encourage 
activity after injury or disability. She decided to pursue 
occupational therapy with an ultimate goal of working 
with Paralympic athletes. After placing 
fourth in the Beijing Summer Games in 
2008, she returned to Canada to study oc-

cupational therapy and continue rowing. 
She became involved with Scripture Union 

Canada in 2012 while training for the London 
Olympics. She wrote her testimony for the 
organization’s website, and she did some TV 
interviews about her faith and athletic career.

“It really challenged me that my athletic life needed to 
match my inner life, which needed to match my outer life,” 
she said of realizing the first thing people would learn about 
her would be her faith, not World Cup medals or National 
Championship titles.

Bonikowsky joined the organization last fall. She had 
recently retired from rowing. (She narrowly missed quali-
fying for the Olympics, but had already decided London 
would be her last Games.) Jobs were hard to find, so she 
emailed Scripture Union asking them if they needed her 
for any writing or speaking engagements. 

They needed more. Soon, she was developing new 
programs.

“It’s required a lot of perseverance,” she said of how 
her athletic career prepared her for this new role. “It’s been 
a lot of work to build something from the ground up that 
doesn’t exist.”

But last summer, some children went to camp for the 
first time. For Bonikowsky, that makes it all worth it.

Talk show host shares his faith ‘gently’ 

Some mornings, Andy Oudman finds it difficult to eat breakfast 
before he goes to work. That’s not because he’s struggling to make it 
to his desk for 4 a.m. It’s because he’s excited to be there.

Oudman has been a broadcast journalist for nearly four decades. 
These days, he’s the host of London Today, a morning talk show on 
Newstalk 1290 CJBK in London, Ont. 

He “was dragged into talk radio kicking and screaming,” he re-
members. He enjoyed being a news reporter; 
he’s always found a “charm” in telling stories, 
he said. But his program director thought Oud-
man would make a good host. So, a host he 
became. He started with an hour. It grew.

“A pastor speaks for 20 minutes,” said Oud-
man. “And yet here I am, doing three hours a 
day.”

Listeners know he’s a Christian; but he doesn’t preach. Faith in Christ doesn’t 
give him easy answers to life’s problems, he said. And it may be talk radio, but part 
of the host’s job is to listen. 

“People who listen for any amount of time can certainly get a sense for what your 
faith is. I don’t see it as an obstacle. I don’t see it as a complication. I see it as a privi-
lege,” said Oudman. “Listeners really appreciate knowing where you’re coming from 
as long as you do it gently and are fully respectful of other beliefs or lack of beliefs.”

He recently gave “generous” time to people campaigning to have the provincial 
government stop funding elective abortions. He agrees with this position. But after 
the interview, he opened up the phone lines and listened to all points of view. 

Other times, he talks to listeners about more trivial matters, like what common 
phrases they find most annoying. He’s not impressed by celebrity – either of his 
guests, or the kind some may think his job gives him. His faith impacts his work the 
most by keeping him grounded, he said.

“It’s a critical role to be a parent. It’s a critical role to be a neighbour. It’s a critical 
role to be a bus driver. I just happen to have a job that touches more people in terms 
of numbers. But I don’t pretend that my impact on people is any 
greater than anyone else.” 
Meagan Gillmore graduated from Wilfrid Laurier University in Brant-

ford, Ont. with a degree in English and Journalism in 2011. She has 
worked as a newspaper reporter in Whitehorse, Yukon and has written 
for magazines and websites. She is currently enrolled in the Book and 

Magazine Publishing Program at Centennial College in Toronto.

Christian athlete gets all kids to camp

Sandra Kisil (front) and Sarah 
Bonikowsky in the women’s coxless 
pairs rowing event 2011. 
Bonikowsky (inset) today. 

Oudman says it’s a privilege to be 
a Christian on air. 

http://clarence.weima@investorsgroup.com
http://www.verstraetetravel.com
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Editorial

James Calvin Schaap

I
Once upon a time long ago, I 

suggested to my parents that maybe I’d 
like to be a photographer. How I came 
by them I’m not sure, but when I was 

a kid I had a photo enlarger, all the chemicals and an 
array of boxy Kodaks. I found the whole image-making 
thing so mysterious and creative that I thought, naively, 
photography was something I’d like to do with my life. 
I was in high school, actively shopping for a profession, 
something to pursue when I went off to college.

My father wasn’t thrilled. Being a photographer 
wasn’t really “a kingdom calling,” he said, not some-
thing divinely shaped for those who wanted to serve “the 
covenant community.” He had a language for such deci-
sions – we all did. I knew what he meant, and I wasn’t 
surprised by his arched eyebrows. I had imbibed enough 
of his values by that time that I was neither surprised nor 
remorseful.

He was thinking more specifically about his own 
father’s profession, the ministry, or maybe missions, or, 
coming in a generous third, a teaching career in Christian 
education for his boy. He likely believed a photographer 
was someone who did high school portraits come spring 
and shot weddings on weekends. He had, I’m sure he 
would have said, “greater things” in mind for me be-
cause – and he would have used this language – the Lord 
did too.

II
He’d married his high school sweetheart, then went 

off three long years to war in the South Pacific. When he 
returned, he took a job in the office of a factory in town. 
Just about the time I was born, my mother lost her only 
sister in a freakish car accident on a foggy lakeshore 
night. She’d been a teacher in the brand new Christian 
school just up the block from where we lived. I’m not 
sure people ever recover from such loses; some, who are 
blessed, simply learn to get along.

A few years later my father was offered a job in Mich-
igan, in the business end of a national organization of 

Christian schools, a job he would have loved 
– I’m certain. But he turned it down when his 
father-in-law cried at the shocking prospect of 
his only daughter moving far, far away, all the 
way across Lake Michigan.

Maybe missing out on that job was a part of 
his disapproval of my wanting to be a photog-
rapher – I don’t know. He had wanted more 
for himself and wanted more for his son too.

 
III

I shot this picture not long ago when I 
spotted the ancient cement mixer in a field 
behind an old Wisconsin roadside tavern less 
than a mile from where my father is buried. I 
may be the only human being on the face of 
the earth who finds this portrait moving. There 
that cement mixer sits, all by its lonesome, an 
armored museum piece surrounded by weeds.

Cement mixers just like this one are what 
the factory where my father worked actually 
turned out. My father was a salesmen at a 
time when some entrepreneur likely figured 
all those WWII vets were going to want their 
own personal cement mixers when they built 
the house they’d dreamed of while they were 
dodging bullets in Belgium. 

At the foundry where he worked, men in 
blue shirts and leather aprons poured the steel 
that became the drums, then did every bit 
of the assembly right there – and my father 
sold ‘em. During noon hour, the whole bunch 
tossed horseshoes together – labour and man-
agement and salesmen.

That business is long gone. So are the horseshoes.
Maybe he wanted me to be a preacher because like 

millions of other GIs, millions of other parents in the 
North American tradition, he wanted something more 
for his only boy, and for the community that boy would 
serve, something more than horseshoes and cement mix-
ers and wedding pictures.

IV
Today, half a century later, here it sits – just one of 

those ancient mixers, rusting and resting behind a bar. 
The truth is, I took several shots. I tried to frame it in 
a lateral branch of an old maple in the foreground. I 
wanted to do the best I could with it, didn’t just plop it in 
the middle of the frame but kept it off to the side to fea-
ture that grassy background, an open field, nary a drive-
way in sight. I put some thought into that composition. 

But it’s still there. It may be buried belly-deep in the 
long grass of a wet year on the lakeshore, but I snapped 
this shot because I liked that image the moment I spotted 
it out there alone, pastured though it is, a relic. 

There it sits, unmoved – not so formidable, but still 
somehow claiming its own rusty dignity. The picture is 
not a snapshot but a portrait, a symbol. It is what it is: 
one retired cement mixer. But to me at least, it’s much, 
much more. It is my father’s story, or part of it; and 
therefore a significant chapter in my own.

V.
We’re building a new house now, and daily I watch 

it slowly taking shape by way of the handiwork of men 
with skills I wish I had. My father built his own house 
by himself, the home I grew up in. I have no doubt he 
used one of his own mixers. Once upon a time they were 
orange, I remember. 

But when our builder poured our basement, he did 
it with a huge crane and a long hose and a half-dozen 
barrel-chested trucks full of cement, the kind of trucks 
that killed off whatever market ever existed for the per-
sonal cement mixer. 

And me? Well, my father’s son retired after 40 years 
within “the kingdom calling” of teaching – maybe third 
tier in his value register, but a profession still way up 
there in his holiness hierarchy, a whole lot higher than a 
guy with a Kodak bobbing around his neck, even an ex-
pensive one. I know he was proud of me – he told me so. 
But even if I had one of those ancient mixers, I couldn’t 
build a house. I simply don’t have the skills.

Right now in my life, I wish I did.
Still, if you ask me, I’d tell you this much: it may not 

be your cup of tea, but the picture up on top the page is 
what this retired prof and long-time weekend photog-
rapher calls something close to art, because that image 
– the ancient mixer rusting in the lakeshore weeds – tells 
the very story I’m spelling out on the page right now, a 
story of kingdom callings.

Who knows? Maybe that picture, on canvas or nicely 
framed – will have a place on the wall of my study in 
that new house of ours going up just down the road, a 
place on the wall right there beside my cap and gown.

Were he still here, my father would smile at that shot 
and everything his amateur photographer/son just typed 
out beneath it, this whole story I’m writing. 

But I doubt he’d reconsider. 
And neither would the photographer. 

James Calvin Schaap is professor emeritus at
Dordt College. He is the author of over 20 books

and blogs at siouxlander.blogspot.com

Kingdom callings

One ancient cement mixer – part of my father's story, and mine. 
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Bert Witvoet
Too many people don’t enjoy their work because they look upon 

it as a means to an end, the end being more money, more posses-
sions, more exciting vacations. We live in a hedonistic age, dis-
tracted by easy credit and seduced by clever ads. 

Consequently, it’s never a time to sow; it’s always a time to reap. 
It’s never a time to weep; it’s always a time to laugh. It’s never a time to give up; it’s 
always a time to search. It’s never a time to be silent; it’s always a time to speak. It’s 
never a time for peace; it’s always a time for war. It’s never a time to die; it’s always a 
time to be born. God may have set eternity in our hearts, but we live for the moment.

This mindset affects our view of work. Is it a calling or is it a job? Whenever I think 
of work as a calling, I think of New England poet Robert Frost’s poem, “Two Tramps 
in Mud Time.” In that poem, two unemployed fellows pass by Frost’s farm and see him 
lustily swinging his axe. One of them asks if he can chop wood for him – “He wanted to 
take my job for pay.” But Frost was enjoying himself immensely, splitting “good blocks 
of beech” which “fell splinterless as a cloven rock” on an April day – “The time when I 
most loved my task.” The tramps were motivated by need; Frost was motivated by love. 
Although the tramps had a greater right, Frost admits, his is a nobler purpose:

Only where love and need are one,
And the work is play for mortal stakes,
Is the deed ever really done
For Heaven and the future’s sake.

If one’s work is infused with love, says Frost, and it feels like play, it answers to 
God’s demands for humankind. I especially remember the poem for its reference to 
vocation and avocation, when Frost writes:

My object in living is to unite
My avocation and my vocation
As my two eyes make one in sight.

Those few lines of uniting his avocation and vocation have shaped my understand-
ing of work. They also act as a judgment on our vocation-challenged society.

Summoned
The word “vocation” comes from the Latin word vocare, which means to call or to 

summon. Think of a person summoning you to do something in life. If that person is 
God, then you know what is meant by your vocation. God has called you to your task in 
life. The word “avocation” combines the word for calling with the Latin word ab, which 
means away from. So, after you have done your work for the day (your vocation), you 
go to your hobby, maybe collecting stamps, which calls you away from your regular job 
to a more relaxing and sometimes more enjoyable task. That’s your avocation. Blessed 
is that person who can claim that his vocation is one and the same as his avocation. 

I often felt that a large part of my being an editor, my vocation in life, was also my avo-
cation because I love writing editorials. That’s why I still do it even though I am retired. 
But not everything about being an editor is writing creatively. That’s why I retired.

The TGIF (Thank God It’s Friday) crowd places a greater emphasis on avocation 
than on vocation. Maybe that’s because their job is not meaningful or maybe they 
have the wrong priorities: personal pleasure before service to others.

Not everyone is fortunate enough to find a job that can serve as both vocation and 
avocation. For a lot of new immigrants, there may not be the kind of job that suits 
their training and their interest. A lot of highly educated professionals end up driving 
cab or cleaning floors. This may for the time being be their job, but not their ultimate 
vocation, let alone their avocation.

But when we don’t have the kind of work that answers to our deepest desire, we may 
want to think of another poem, this one by George Herbert, an Anglican priest from the 
17th century. Herbert wrote “The Elixir,” which starts out with the simple lines:

Teach me my God and King,
In all things thee to see,
And what I do of anything,
To do it as for thee.

No matter what your work is like, says Herbert, whether it fits your talent and 
interest or not, God asks of you to do it as for him. That’s your calling, your vocation. 

Who sweeps a room, as for thy laws,
Makes that and th’ action fine.

In the Middle Ages, alchemists looked for the elixir, also called the philosopher’s 
stone, which was supposed to produce a potion that would grant the drinker eternal 
youth. According to Herbert, when you can turn drudgery into service to God, into a 
calling, you have found the elixir of life. 
One of Bert Witvoet’s life-long avocations was raising canaries. He’s down to one canary 
now, not much of an avocation. But then his vocation sometimes resembles a vacation as 

he continues his retirement in St. Catharines, Ont.

The philosopher’s stone
I want to thank you most heart-

ily for Angela Reitsma Bick’s 
excellent editorial, “Tell me, since 
you know so much!” (Sept. 9). I 
appreciated [her] insights, forth-
rightness and boldness in bringing 
out the shocking things evidenced 
in the denominational magazine’s 
Walhout article. 

Jim Tuininga
Orillia, Ont. 

Insight 
I find myself often using Christian Courier for my 

morning devotions; it has a good balance of world 
news and thoughtful, Christian lifestyle issues. The 
Sept. 23, 2013 issue had quite a number of articles I 
found very meaningful, particularly the overview of 
the Christian School tuition tax reassessment, John 
Boer’s [article] on Christian investors and the insight 
of Thomas Wolthuis’s column. You have found many 
wise writers to inspire us to live relevant Christian lives.

George Langbroek 
St. Catharines, Ont. 

Take it to the Lord in prayer

Ed Grootenboer’s response (Letters Oct. 14, Christian Courier) illustrates the main 
point of my original article (“We are more than tax-payers: the hidden costs of the Senate 
Scandal,” Aug. 12): major ethical issues are not getting the attention they deserve, com-
pared to the pre-occupation with the expense accounts of a few Senators. I agree that the 
mistreatment of aboriginal children deserves more attention than overpayment for a glass 
of orange juice; that was the point of the comparison I made. 

I can’t agree that spending public funds to support the sale of cancer-causing asbestos 
to developing countries is justified because they are poor. Full debate would show that the 
long-term costs far outweigh any short-term gains. In addition, the purpose of that budget 
item was not to help poor countries; it was to find markets for asbestos mined in Canada 
that we do not want to use ourselves. Public debate about the ethics of using tax dollars for 
this kind of trade promotion is what I suggested, rather than burying such expenditures in 
a massive budget document with a short deadline for passage. 

I wish it was true that aboriginal children have the same access to education as other 
children. The Auditor General documented that funding for the education of an aboriginal 
child on a reserve is between $2,000 to $3,000 less than funding for a comparable non-
aboriginal child in Canada. That is why we need as much public debate about this issue as 
about Mike Duffy’s expense claims. Both are scandalous. 

Kathy Vandergrift
Ottawa, Ont.

Two kinds of scandalous
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TABER, Alberta (CCO) – Citing 1905 
legislation, education officials in Alberta 
have told Tamara Miyanaga that she is 
ineligible to run for a public school board 
because she is Catholic.

Though Miyanaga’s children attend 
the public school and the family pays 
taxes to that division, her own faith 
means she can seek office only with the 
region’s Catholic school board.

“I was just surprised that in Canada, 
and in Alberta in particular, that your 
religion would limit you from being in-
volved in the democratic process,” said 
Miyanaga, a public school employee who 
has sent her children to public schools. 

The 1905 legislation will be super-
seded by Alberta’s Education Act, which 
was approved in 2012 but has not yet 
gone into effect. That likely won’t happen 
until September 2015. 

DETROIT, Mich. (CRCNA) – Retired 
Christian Reformed pastor George Vander 
Weit, 70, went missing in early July from 
his home in a Detroit suburb. He is still 
missing and police are no closer to know-
ing what happened to him now than they 
were then. He seems to have vanished 
without a trace.

Before  he  d isap-
peared,  pol ice  sa id 
Vander Weit had been 
recently discharged 
from an in-patient men-
tal health facility. Police 
considered him to be a 
danger to himself.

Vander Weit was last 
seen about 9:30 a.m. 
on July 5 around the 
intersection of Runyon 
and Dequindre roads 
in Rochester in north-
east Oakland County, 
Mich. He was wearing 
a red T-shirt and olive-
green shorts and riding 
an older-style 10-speed 
bike. The area near Vander Weit’s home is 
full of bike trails, open land and a densely 
wooded park.

The police have received assistance 
from a number of K9 units and the Oak-
land County Sheriff’s Department, as 
well as from helicopter search resources. 
Members of Vander Weit’s family and 
friends are also searching for him.

A Facebook group has been set up 
for those who are interested in keeping 
up-to-date on the continuing search for 
missing Christian Reformed Church pas-
tor George Vander Wiet.

A Facebook page called “Help Find 
George Vanderweit in Rochester, MI” is 
offering people a chance to join Pastor 
Vanderweit’s family, friends and others 
who want to help look for him, as well as 

those across the continent who are pray-
ing about the situation. 

On September 28 Vanderweit’s son 
Randall wrote this update: “Yesterday 
made it 12 weeks since my dad went 
missing. Along with the Rochester, Mich-
igan Chief of Police, a search has been 

scheduled for Saturday, 
Nov. 2nd. Barring that 
my dad is found be-
fore then and weather 
permitting, we will be 
meeting at the Roch-
ester Fire Department, 
277 East 2nd St., 48307 
at 9:00 a.m. Please plan 
on joining us. More than 
likely, I will be doing 
additional searching on 
Sunday, Nov. 3rd.” 

A group member re-
sponded, “Thanks for 
the update. We are still 
with you all in prayer 
and thought here at Bar-
rhaven CRC. Our hearts 
are heavy for you all, 

but know that our God who is able to 
do more than we could ever imagine has 
your Dad and all of you in the palm of 
his hand. He will never leave or forsake 
you . . . and neither will we. . . . Sorry 
we can’t physically help, but our prayers 
are yours.”

George Vander Weit is a well-known 
pastor in the CRC and has written pro-
lifically for The Banner, the church’s 
monthly publication. As a CRC synod 
delegate he holds the unofficial record 
for having attended the most synods (13 
of them). 

Anyone with information about 
Vander Weit’s whereabouts is asked to 
email SSchettenhelm@rochestermi.org 
or call the Rochester, Mich. Police De-
partment at 248-651-9621. 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (CRCNA) –
The Christian Reformed Church in North 
America plans to hold regional meetings 
across the continent, starting this fall, to 
discuss a report that outlines new chal-
lenges congregations face in ministering 
effectively in their communities.

“The church in North American society 
is in a stage of dramatic flux,” says Rev. Joel 
Boot, executive director of the CRC, in a let-
ter to churches. “The board of trustees of the 
Christian Reformed Church in North America 
recognizes this and has asked the agencies and 
ministries of the CRCNA to fundamentally 
reframe the existing ministry plan.”

Boot says that there “is a deep convic-
tion that the plans and strategies carried out 
at a denominational level need to be more 
closely connected with classes and churches 
– and vice versa.”

“At every level we are asking the ques-
tion: ‘How do we carry on fruitful ministry 
in such a time as this?’ We think this de-
serves discernment, reflection and discus-
sion together.”

The first of these meetings occurred in 
early October at the Alger Park CRC in Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Regional meetings will also 
occur in southern California; the Denver/Red 
Mesa; Alberta; in the Chicago area; in New 
Jersey/New York; southern Ontario, and on 
the West Coast of Canada and the U.S.

The report describing the various issues 
confronting the CRC was compiled over the 
last two years by the CRC’s Strategic Plan-
ning and Adaptive Change Team (SPACT). 
It offers members in the U.S. and Canada 
an overview of the many changes and social 
forces both inside and outside the church 
that are facing the denomination.

Some of these include an aging and 
declining membership; the flight of youth 
from the church; diminishing loyalty to the 

CRC; and questions over worship, liturgy 
and belief.

Need to hear, learn from each other
After hearing from congregations and 

classes in the upcoming cross-continent 
meetings, the team will bring its findings to 
the CRC’s board of trustees to consider. “It 
is important for denominational offices and 
ministries to connect with [congregations] 
and classes in order to address our chal-
lenges and context together,” says Andrew 
Ryskamp, the U.S. director of World Renew 
and a coordinator for the SPACT project. 
“These conversations are another step in 
making that connection more concrete. We 
need to hear and learn from each other.”

Of the questions that need to be asked, 
says Ryskamp, are: “What place does Re-
formed theology have and what does it have 
to offer in the context of so much change? 
If we as Reformed Christians care about the 
renewal of all things, how are we living it 
out on all levels?”

At the same time, he says, the CRC has 
an idea of areas that need to addressed. 
These areas are being referred to as the “five 
streams”: faith formation; global missions; 
servant leadership; gospel proclamation and 
worship; mercy and justice.

Synod 2013 endorsed the concept of 
the five streams. “We want to flesh out and 
adapt this framework with the involvement 
of members across the denomination,” says 
Boot. “Our desire is to hear the vital voices 
of the CRC members.”

CRC communications staff will be 
providing additional information through 
bulletin announcements, e-mail news, The 
Banner and various social media. “We need, 
more than ever, to learn from each other as 
we adapt to our changing realities,” says 
Boot. 

Report outlines ‘dramatic changes,’ challenges in CRC

Michigan: CRC pastor still missing

Alberta: Catholic woman forbidden to run for 
public school boardThe CRC's Strategic Planning and Adaptive Change Team plans to visit congregations 

across the continent in upcoming meetings. 

Vander Weit's family and friends 
continue searching; police have 
scheduled a joint search effort in 
Rochester on Nov. 2.

Miyanaga's Catholic faith limits her to 
Catholic school boards, province says.
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 VATICAN CITY (CWN) – In his homily at a Mass 
late last month, Pope Francis asserted that “the proof 
that somebody is a true Christian is his ability to en-
dure humiliations with joy and patience.” 

Following the path laid out by Jesus involves ac-
ceptance of suffering, the Pope said. He pointed to 
the example of Peter, who recoiled at the thought 
that Jesus would face suffering and death. “Peter was 
frightened and scandalized, just like many Christians 
today are,” said Francis. Like the rich young man 
who wanted to follow Jesus, but “only up to a certain 
point,” the “scandal of the Cross continues to block 
many Christians,” Francis continued. “Rather than fol-
lowing the path of the Cross, they complain about the 
wrongs and insults they’ve had to endure.” But there is 
“a need for sacrifice in the Christian’s life of faith.”  

With files from CBC, TRC, WVB
(SASKATOON) – Wilna Van Beek is used to contro-

versy, but when she encounters it she boldly presses on 
because she is no longer operating under the “fear that 
kept her silent.” Van Beek, who now lives in Saskatoon, 
grew up in South Africa and at age 21 began a long series 
of lesbian relationships. 

On her website, she describes the following 25 years, 
during which “tried to justify it, lied about it, tried to run 
from it and tried to change herself.” 

“The moment she entered into a gay rela-
tionship, a wall would go up between God 
and her and she felt separated from his 
presence,” says the website. “This eventu-
ally brought her to a place of total surren-
der and God began to change her. Wilna 
has been living a celibate life since 2003, 
has a passion to share her own story of be-
ing redeemed from living the gay lifestyle, 
but she is also keen to help parents and 
friends of homosexuals.” 

Since 2008 Van Beek has 
been speaking to large audiences 
through a seminar called “When 
Gay Comes Home.” She incor-
porates “her personal testimony 
of freedom, redemption and res-
toration through Jesus Christ after 
having lived a gay lifestyle for many 
years.” The seminar is aimed at im-
parting “insight and practical tools 
to help pastors, ministry leaders, 
parents and anyone working with 

people facing questions about sexual orientation and ho-
mosexuality.” It will also be helpful for “members of the 
general public who would like to better understand how to 
support a friend or family member who experiences same 
sex attraction,” says Van Beek, based on feedback from 
her listeners. 

‘Dangerous’ message?
Last month when she was scheduled to present a lunch-

time talk at the Lutheran Brethren Rock of Ages church, 
sponsored by Christian Counseling Services, protesters 

began lining up outside the church at 9:30 in the morn-
ing, reported the CBC. The protesters took issue with 
Van Beek’s message that she is gay and celibate and 
has been “redeemed from living the gay lifestyle.” 

One of the protest organizers told CBC he took 
issue with Van Beek’s message, but not her personal 
choices. Another said, “We respect Wilna’s decision 
to be celibate in her life and have her idea of faith 

over her sexuality. But the message she’s project-
ing, that everybody should be like that, that’s 
harmful I think.” Still another saw Van Beek’s 

message as “dangerous.”
Rock of Ages’ head pastor Brian Tys-
dale had a very different take. “I do 
believe that we have the capacity to 
embrace a dialogue that is mean-
ingful – and still disagree on some 

fundamental things – so I would 
hope that we are not homopho-
bic,” he told CBC. Tysdale and 
others from the church invited 

some protesters to come in, but most 

of them refused. Some church members and protesters did 
speak “peacefully” outside the church, however. 

If those involved in gay rights have a problem withVan 
Beek’s message, many others see “When Gay Comes 
Home” as the best presentation they have attended on the 
topic of gay sexual identity and the Christian faith. Rev. 
Boyd Hopkins, Founder of Spoken Word Ministries Asso-
ciation in Mission City, B.C. says, “Wilna van Beek brings 
the perspective of one who has not only walked the gay 
lifestyle but who has also responded to the call of Christ 
on her life. Her insights are both biblical and practical.” 
He recommends “When Gay Comes Home” for “anyone 
struggling both to understand the nature of sexual identity 
issues and to form a biblical response to family and friends 
who live the gay lifestyle.”

Hopkins says he was trained [as a minister] in a de-
nomination “whose approach was to polarize the ‘anti-gay’ 
movement as hate-filled and the ‘pro-gay’ movement as 
loving. In doing so they took the approach that to legitimize 
the homosexual lifestyle was the only way to love people 
struggling with gay desires.” He told Van Beek, “In your 
seminar I heard something different. I heard a balanced 
biblical approach that both takes the destructiveness of 
sin seriously as well as taking God’s desire to love and his 
power to redeem seriously.” 

Van Beek presents two other seminars as well, one about 
how to “share your testimony,” the other called “Abiding in 
the Vine” (based on John 15). The latter is about her own 
experience of “trying to change herself and failing all the 
time,” and learning that “through abiding in the Vine that 
she could do anything, and that nothing was impossible” 
with God. 

WASHINGTON D.C. (CNA/EWTN News) – Human 
rights advocates gathered in front of the White House last 
month to pray and raise awareness for Christian pastor 
Saeed Abedini, a U.S. citizen who has been held in an 
Iranian prison for an entire year.

Jordan Sekulow, director of policy and international 
operations for the American Center for Law and Justice, 
told CNA that the vigil’s first goal is to “keep Saeed alive.”

“The second,” he continued, “is to bring him home. 
The third goal and focus of the vigils is to make sure that 
no more Iranian officials can ever say ‘I’ve never heard 
of Saeed Abedini’ and make sure that the president of the 
United States knows that he has to speak out.”

Sekulow’s organization represents Abedini’s wife, 
Naghmeh, in working for the pastor’s release.

The September 26 protest marked the one-year anniver-
sary of Abedini’s imprisonment in Iran’s Evin Prison on 
charges of “threatening national security.” Human rights 
groups say that the pastor’s Christian faith is the real reason 
for his eight-year sentence. Raised Muslim in Iran, Abedini 
converted to Christianity in 2000 and became a U.S. citizen 
in 2010 after marrying a U.S. citizen.

After his conversion, he worked with house churches 
throughout Iran until 2009, when the government raised 
objections, despite the fact that the churches are techni-
cally legal in the country. Since then, human rights groups 
say that the pastor has worked solely with non-religious 
orphanages in the country. He was arrested in the fall of 
2012 during a visit to one of the orphanages.

Abedini has suffered beatings and numerous injuries 
– which have gone untreated – during his time in prison. 

Although he sought an appeal of his conviction, his request 
was denied, leaving his eight-year sentence in place.

Since his imprisonment, numerous countries and of-
ficials have called for Abedini’s release, including U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry. Roughly 100 people at-
tended the Washington, D.C., vigil which coincided with 
other vigils throughout the country and around the world, 
in countries including Kenya, Russia and Pakistan.

Sekulow urged religious freedom supporters to continue 
calling for the pastor’s release through letters and an on-
line petition. Such efforts are crucial for Abedini, he said, 
because “every day in that prison is like a potential death 
sentence.” 

Following Christ means 
accepting suffering, 
Pope preaches

Saskatoon: Fear no longer keeps Wilna Van Beek silent

Prayer vigils call attention to American pastor imprisoned in Iran

 Saeed Abedini, his wife, Naghmeh, and their children in 
happier times.

The Pope's Mass at Santa Marta focused on courage in 
suffering.
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‘Hey, wait for me!’

I used to have a glass of wine most eve-
nings to unwind. I did it for years. My hus-
band makes wine and beer so it’s as available 
as water and a heck of a lot tastier and it was 
only ever one or two glasses at the most.

Yet I realized recently that I had a drink-
ing problem.

I’m not an alcoholic.
But my heart was telling me something wasn’t right and I 

kept reading these books and watching these movies and sob-
bing. Weeping, and I tried at first to convince my husband to 
quit drinking. He only ever has a single beer with nachos and 
homemade salsa every night before bed while we’re watching 
a show, but I somehow made it his problem, not mine.

And when he didn’t feel convicted, I raged until I realized it 
was me who was feeling guilty.

“You have nothing to feel guilty for,” Trent said, and I nod-
ded, but the wine just didn’t go down smoothly anymore.

I don’t think alcohol is evil in the same way that I don’t 
think sex is evil, but in the same way that a home needs walls 
and a roof and a door, everything permissible needs structure. 
A house without walls is just a doorway into the world and we 
need more than that. We need to know we’re safe. Protected, 
because it’s a scary place out there.

I didn’t feel safe anymore. Even though I was just sitting 
in my lazy boy after the kids went to bed, drinking a glass of 
white or red and writing on my laptop, something was churn-
ing within. I was uneasy.

And I realized it wasn’t about the drinking. It was about me 
needing the drink in a way that I should only need Jesus.

Parched
Some days I would look far too forward to that glass of wine. 

It was always there as a promise, that no matter how stressful 
my day, I could relax with a glass after the kids went to bed. 
While while it never got out of hand, it took over my heart.

It’s not that I can’t have a relationship with Jesus and have a 
glass of wine but it’s when that glass of wine starts doing what 
only prayer and time spent in the Word and asking the Spirit to 
mend my tattered heart should do – it’s then my drinking starts 
to separate me from the only One who can heal me. The only 
One who can fill the gaps I try to stuff with other things.

And it’s not just drinking. For me, it could as easily be a 
piece of chocolate or shopping or a run or my morning coffee.

There’s a Psalm, which goes like this:

1 You, God, are my God,
earnestly I seek you; 
I thirst for you, 
my whole being longs for you, 
in a dry and parched land 
where there is no water.

2 I have seen you in the sanctuary
and beheld your power and your glory. 
3 Because your love is better than life,
my lips will glorify you. 
4 I will praise you as long as I live,
and in your name I will lift up my hands. 
5 I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods;
with singing lips my mouth will praise you.

6 On my bed I remember you;
I think of you through the watches of the night. 
7 Because you are my help,
I sing in the shadow of your wings. 
8 I cling to you;
your right hand upholds me (Psalm 63).

God doesn’t just want to be my go-to-guy when times get 
tough.

He wants me to be obsessed with him. He wants me to think 
about him all day and LONG for the children to go to bed only 
so I can have quiet in which to pray.

He wants to be my living water and living bread.
He wants to fill me up in a way that no amount of wine or 

chocolate can do, and I am robbing myself of a full relation-
ship with Christ when I turn to the food Network instead of 
feasting on Scripture or taking time to meditate or sing hymns.

I need Jesus. Every hour, every day and I’m still drinking,  
but only occasionally, and never alone, because I want to be 
able to sit in my emptiness and wait for the Spirit to fill me. I 
want to know what it is to live fully.

I want this abundant life Jesus talks about.
I want to be able to say, No amount 

of Merlot compares to knowing you,
my Lord. 

“Do you know how to 
fill this syringe?” 

“Not really.”
“That cow has hoof rot 

and needs this medicine – 
100 cc’s. Don’t you know 
anything about farming?” 

[A little later.] 
“You know you put that chain on the 

metal gate on wrong. The bull can put his 
head under here and flip and . . . all the cows 
are out. Here’s how to do it right.”

When my friend was finished instructing 
me, I’d learned two things. Maybe it wasn’t 
postmodern philosophy, but even Jacques 
Derrida could have benefited from this kind 
of wisdom. 

Tagalong
When I was a kid, I’d always want to 

go along when my dad when hunting or 
checking his traps. Being rather stumpy in 
the leg department, I’d always lag behind, 
and Dad would turn around and say, “Hey, 
Wait-for-me, are you there?” I’d hurry to 
catch up and – just when I got to him, out of 
breath – he’d continue on his waiting, leav-
ing me in the dust mud to lag behind until I 
heard, “Hey, Wait-for-me, are you there?”  

Again. And again. Until finally, “look what 
we’ve got here,” and Dad would wait until I 
toddled up and he would say, “What do you 
think we’ve got?” Usually it was a muskrat, 
sometimes a raccoon, and rarely, a mink. 

During these tramps abroad, I would learn 
to read tracks, animal signs, and notice things 
about aquatic plants, weeds that would “hold” 
pheasants, rabbits and sumac, and so on.

Watching leads to learning 
My vocation for many years has been 

“tagging along.” Whether paid or unpaid, 
I’ve found it satisfying and profitable to 
peer into things, to ask questions, and to pry 
information from other people. 

Once I remarked to someone about the 
orchard grass that was past prime cutting date. 

“How did you learn so much about hay?” 
my companion asked. The answer was rela-
tively simple: I had lived on two dairy farms, 
helped in the hay-making and listened to cof-
fee conversation about things like 10 percent 
bloom, the amount of leaf in the crop, and 
which fertilizers and manures worked best 
and when they should be applied. True, I had 
read some magazine articles, but most of 
my knowledge was based on observing and 
listening to farmers with experiential wisdom. 

It was the same with jazz. I was privileged 
to be invited to a jazz festival in Smithers, 
B.C. I had played some piano jazz, but knew 
little of the theory. When Ross Taggart was 
instructing high school students, I listened. 
I watched his fingers. I shamelessly copied 
his style whenever it was within my grasp. 

Called to observe
Education professors probably have a 

name for what I’ve been describing. I sup-

The day I realized I had a drinking problem
Gathering Light
Emily Wierenga

pose tagging along manages to acknowl-
edge the various “domains” and “learning 
styles.” In my opinion, educators love sys-
tems, naming them anew every so many 
years. In the meanwhile, it seems to me that 
I learn animal husbandry, botany and soil 
chemistry from tagging along with farmers. 
I learn a type of economics by listening to 
the church treasurer and the local hardware 
store bookkeeper. I learn about logging by 
eavesdropping on conversations between 
loggers and by taking a ride on the logging 
truck every so often. Later this month I’m 
going to drop in at a small sawmill opera-
tion to see how that works. 

Do these activities pay the bills? Not di-

rectly. Does God approve of tagging along? 
I suggest that “tagging along” is simply 
another name for discipleship. And my 
teachers are head and hand to my big toe. 
There is something about this in I Corinthi-

ans, I think. Finally, tagging along leads to 
appreciation: appreciation of the creation, 
of human beings and of God himself. 

“Hey, Wait-for-me” is really Curt Gesch, 
Quick, B.C. 

You can learn a lot from tagging along.

Emily Wierenga is the author of Chasing Sil-
houettes, and Mom in the Mirror: Body Image, 

Beauty and Life After Pregnancy. For more 
info, please visit emilywierenga.com.

http://www.amazon.com/Sober-Mercies-Caught-Christian-Drunk/dp/1455527742/ref=cm_cr_pr_product_top
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=flight&docid=4748589985696701&mid=931ECA98903D4318D20F931ECA98903D4318D20F&view=detail&FORM=VIRE7
http://www.prodigalmagazine.com/a-former-anorexic/
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Meg Jenista
“Spotten” (rhymes 

with “mutton”) is the 
first Dutch word I ever 
learned. When people 
use a word to describe 
you, it’s always a good 
idea to find out what 
it means (life lesson: 
free). “Spotten” means 
irreverent, flippant 
when it comes to mat-
ters of faith and church 
tradition. As it turns out, 
it was not intended as a 
compliment. That didn’t 
stop me from taking it 
as one and it won’t stop 
me from using it as one.  

The first thing to be said about Nadia Bolz-Weber’s new 
book, Pastix: the Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner & 
Saint is that it is “spotten” done right. When we learn, in the 
first chapter, that Nadia’s vocation as a Lutheran minister 
and church planter was predated by a career in stand-up 
comedy, well, the whole thing makes sense. As any good 
stand-up comedian and/or preacher will say, you have to 
write for the ear. Sure enough, you hear Nadia’s snark rather 
than see it as your eyes track across the page. Her vocabu-
lary is so salty it might even make her predecessor Martin 
Luther blush . . . but I doubt it. Like any good evangelist, 
Nadia knows “her people” and speaks the Gospel convinc-

ingly in their language – even if that language requires the 
use of “the f-word” as noun, verb, and adjective. 

But “spotten” is not the only (and certainly not the best) 
descriptor of Pastrix. While self-conscious about anything 
that would come off as saccharine or sentimental, every 
vignette and life lesson in the book carries with it an au-
thentic vulnerability. The story of her parents’ acceptance of 
her chosen vocation is likely to produce tears in any reader 
who has longed for a parent’s blessing and approval when  
life turned out differently than expected.  

“I preach from my scars, not my wounds,” Nadia writes. 
No place is this more evident than as Nadia writes about 
her childhood in the fundamentalist Christian denomination 
(Church of Christ). The church of her childhood was a place 
Nadia found belonging: “Church, for all its faults, was the 
only place outside of my own home where people didn’t 
gawk at me or make fun of me.” When Weber stops feeling 
such belonging,  it is homesickness rather than malice that 
seeps through the pages. “Which is why it sucked that there 
were other reasons I’d eventually not fit it.” 

On being asked to speak to a group of pastors about 
the success of her church plant, House for All Sinners 
and Saints, she tells the story of her own sense of failure. 
“Sometimes the best thing we can do for each other is talk 
honestly about being wrong.”  

Beneath the hard-charging language is a heart soft to 
others and to God. Alongside the irreverence and the vul-
nerability, the reader will discover an orthodoxy that just 
won’t quit. Her theology is so thoroughly steeped in the 
doctrines of sin, grace and the reality of redemption that it 
might leave her mainline contemporaries reeling. She won’t 

back down from a starkly evangelical persuasion that the 
Gospel is more than telling people to do better next week. 
“What passes for preaching in many cases is more here’s the 
problem, and here’s what you can do about it, which I myself 
have never once heard as being ‘good news’.” Rather, she 
holds on to the belief that God changes people, and that grace 
reaches the lost -- she should know, because it found her.

The first time I heard Nadia Bolz-Weber preach was at 
the Festival of Homiletics (an event for preachers, mostly 
of Mainline sensibilities) held in Nashville, Tenn. this past 
May. I was blown away, and I wasn’t the only one. In the 
question-and-answer session afterward, countless ques-
tions were aimed at understanding how Nadia manages the 
compelling, convicting, gut-level “yes!” that her sermon 
evoked in us. Is it a sermon-craft method we could adopt? 
A critical reading of the text we could learn? A delivery 
technique we could mimic?

Finally, in an almost exasperation, Nadia responded, 
“Here’s the thing. I believe it’s true. The Gospel? Jesus? I 
believe it is true.”  

Pastrix is full of the cranky grit that comes from standing 
in front of the brick-wall in a comedy club, and the heart-
piercing faith of an evangelical altar call. What’s more, it’s 
a wonderful articulation of the beautiful theological convic-
tion that we are always and only wretches redeemed or, as a 
much earlier sinner and saint, Martin Luther, 
would have said, “Solo gratia.” 

Meg Jenista serves as the pastor to The 
Washington DC Christian Reformed 

Church, where she is able to enjoy the 
friendliness of a small church and the won-

derful diversity and culture of the big city.

Brian Bork
America’s wars aren’t what they used to be. These days, 

it seems her foes are shadowy and ambiguous, and success 
on the battlefield isn’t as resounding or clear cut as in days 
of yore. That’s not just true of international entanglements. 
America’s longest and most intractable war, the so-called 
“War on Drugs,” has been waged for decades, and there 
seems to be no end in sight, little progress made, and few 
salient ideas about where to turn next. 

So says Eugene Jarecki, the director of the recent docu-
mentary The House I Live In, which played in small theaters 
last year, and is now available on DVD. This is some fiery 
and prophetic stuff, and Jarecki is unyielding in painting 
the drug war as a stupendous failure of domestic policy. 
Drug use rates remain at high levels, drug money flows 
across borders and enriches the most nefarious of people.
And that’s not even the worst, most dire consequence of this 
colossal blunder. At home, the war has created a massive 
prison population – with levels of incarceration higher than 
China, Russia or Saudi Arabia – which has perpetuated an 

underclass that has dire consequences for urban (and now 
rural) communities and neighbourhoods. It’s a “holocaust in 
slow-motion,” according to David Simon, one of the film’s 
talking heads, and the erstwhile writer and co-creator of the 
HBO series “The Wire.” 

Jarecki traces the history of the drug war to its roots, 
exposing the racist motives behind the initial prohibition 
of narcotics in the early 20th century. Back then, cocaine, 
opium and hemp were actively advertised to white, middle 
class consumers as remedies for all sorts of legitimate-
sounding ailments. But as each drug became associated 
with a particular racial group (Black, Chinese and Mexican, 
respectively), policy makers, in an effort to curb the per-
ceived threat to white society, began the process of outlaw-
ing the drugs. And that led to an unbalanced prosecution 
and punishment of racial minorities for drug related crimes.

That sort of thing shouldn’t be a surprising fact to anyone 
familiar with the history of racial inequality in America. 
Sadly, though, this sort of drug enforcement isn’t just a relic 
of the past. Jarecki explores contemporary inconsistencies in 
drug enforcement, noting how sentences for dealing crack 
cocaine, a drug associated with poor African American us-
ers, are often ten times as severe as penalties for powder 
cocaine, a drug most often connected to the Caucasian elite. 
Even more disturbing are the demographics of the growing 
prison population, which are disproportionately composed 
of ethnic minorities, even though rates of drug trafficking 
and drug use are largely similar across ethnic lines. 

The staggeringly high rate of incarceration is just the 
beginning of the problem. The American penal system not 
only does a poor job of rehabilitating inmates, it actively 
strips them of the sort of qualifications and credentials 
one might need in order to find more respectable work 
in society. Convicted felons are often deprived of voting 

rights, access to certain tuition assistance programs, and, 
on a very basic level, their dignity, as they must note their 
felony conviction on job applications.

Framing drug pushers as victims may seem strange to a 
lot of viewers. Certainly drug use and abuse carry a costly 
toll on communities, a fact Jarecki doesn’t ignore in this 
film. But perhaps the toll of drug use pales in comparison 
to the social cost of the enforcement. Jarecki asks his view-
ers if law enforcement and the courts are actually waging a 
war on drugs, or if they’re waging a war on the underclass. 
It’s clear on which side he comes down. And it’s clear that 
there are many police officers who agree. The film’s inter-
views with law enforcement personnel show how cynical 
and jaded many of them have become, as they make arrest 
after arrest and see no marked improvement.

Christians might come down on different sides of the 
question, but it’s one we need to consider. The House I Live 
In reminds us that we ought to be deeply concerned with 
a penal system that grows fat on a vindictive “lock ‘em up 
and throw away the key” mentality. There’s ample room 
in the discussion around drug enforcement for Christian 
notions of justice, too – notions which are rooted in recon-
ciliation and restoration. In an age where many Christians 
advocate a bootstrap ethic of personal responsibility, Jar-
ecki's film is a jarring reminder that there are still insidious 
forms of social control at play that prey on the weak and 
marginalized, limiting their access to the opportunities, 
education and quality of life many of us 
consider our birthright. The House I Live 
In tells us that it’s not only hearts that need 
to change. Systems do too. 

Brian Bork is CC’s Review Editor and a 
CRC chaplain at the University of Waterloo 

and Wilfrid Laurier University.

A gritty, beautiful faith

Pastrix: the Cranky, Beautiful 
Faith of a Sinner & Saint
by Nadia Bolz-Weber
Jericho Books, 206 pages

A slow-motion holocaust

The House I Live In 
Directed by Eugene Jarecki
Virgil Films and Entertainment, 108 minutes. 



Sonya VanderVeen Feddema
In their book, Every Good Endeavor: Connecting Your 

Work to God’s Work, authors Timothy Keller and Katherine 
Leary Alsdorf explore God’s plan for work, humanity’s 
problems with work and the implications of the gospel for 
work. They point out that God created work in the setting 
of Paradise: “We do not see work brought into our human 
story after the fall of Adam, as part of the resulting broken-
ness and curse; it is part of the blessedness of the garden 
of God” (p. 36-37).

Yet work has been marred by sin, leading to myriad 
detrimental consequences. However, the authors point 
out, “Christians have been set free to enjoy working. If 
we begin to work as if we were serving the Lord, we will 
be freed from both overwork and underwork. Neither the 
prospect of money and acclaim, nor the lack of it, will be 
our controlling consideration. Work will be primarily a 
way to please God by doing his work in the world, for his 
name’s sake” (p. 214-215).

Working for God’s glory has been the goal of Christians 
throughout the generations. But of course that doesn’t 
mean that work is always pleasurable or rewarding. Or 
that it meets our expectations. Sometimes it does; at other 
times it doesn’t.

Recently Christian Courier interviewed by e-mail three 
members of the Christian Reformed denomination from 
different generations in order to explore their expectations 
about work and employment and whether those expecta-
tions were met or are being met. In this informal survey, 
you’ll be given snapshots into the working lives of Kees 
Vander Leek of the Builder generation, Joan Kooger of the 
Boomers and Dan Tersigni of the Millennials.

Christian faith as an integral part of 
working life

In 1952, Kees Vander Leek emigrated from Holland to 
Canada along with his parents and siblings. Prior to that, 
Kees had completed his schooling and worked for several 
years in his father’s store. Conscription followed, and for 
two years he served in his country’s army.

About his work experience as an immigrant, Kees, now 
82, says, “For the first few years we did anything that was 

available. Everybody in the family worked and together 
we saved money and eventually bought a house. That is 
how most of the first generation Dutch immigrants started 
in their new country.”

After those initial years, Kees pursued an interest from 
his days in Holland. He began to work in the printed cir-
cuit board industry, which he explains is “a sophisticated 
way of stencilling.” When asked if he was encouraged to 
choose a vocation, Kees says, “I deliberately chose that 
vocation because already as a teen-
ager I was fascinated by the way it 
was used in so many industries. So, 
in my new country, I tried to learn 
all the different aspects of the trade. 
I gained experience by practicing it. 
Real estate signs, t-shirt decals, etc. 
Then came an opportunity to work 
in a printed circuit board company.”

Kees learned about the job offer 
in the newspaper. After applying, he 
was asked to visit the plant and dem-
onstrate his skills. Kees recalls, “I 
was given a board and had to finish 
it with the printing of the component 
markings. This must have been satis-
factory because I could start the next 
day. This was in the late seventies 
and I worked there until my retire-
ment in 1996.”

In regard to his expectations 
about employment or a career, Kees 
notes changes that have transpired in the working world: 
“The expectations about these things were not the same 
as they are now, I think. In this postmodern culture people 
do not expect to have one job during their lifetime. I’m 
not sure about the statistics, but I understand that now 
people might have four or five different jobs during their 
adult years. I can, however, safely say that most people 
of my generation, if they had a job they liked and had the 
talents to perform well, could expect that job to last all 
their working years. I certainly expected to be there the 
rest of my working years.”

During Kees’ years at the company, it grew from 12 
employees, including office staff, to 120. Also, Kees’ job 
became more sophisticated. He explains, “With the growth 
of the electronics industry, the simple double side board 
became multilayered, as many as fifteen layers inside the 
board. Of course, this change came gradually and involved 
moving from a relatively small building to a very modern 
and large new plant.”

Looking back, Kees affirms that his expectations about 
work were met. “The work was interest-
ing, each job was different and had its 
own challenges,” he says. “It had to be 
done very carefully and precisely. The 
making of the screens, the mixing of the 
ink, the setting up and the actual printing 
all needed careful attention. When done, 
there was a good feeling and a sense of a 
job well done. I worked at this job with 
pleasure and have good memories of the 
years spent there.”

Kees has always viewed his Christian 
faith as an integral part of his working 
life. He attributes that to his childhood 
culture where “we unconsciously fore-
grounded our faith in everything we did, 
in important decisions that we had to 
make. It was ‘bred in the bone.’ Going 
to the Young People’s Society and to 
the yearly conventions, hearing speak-
ers proclaim the ‘Kuyperian’ world and 
life view, we came back home ready to 

change the world. Every club, every society was a Chris-
tian club, a Christian society. So, the work that we thought 
we could do had to be work where your ‘talents’ could be 
used, work that we enjoyed, and work that was ‘good’ work 
which would benefit the world around you.”

Work that would contribute to the well-being 
of others

Joan Kooger, 56, worked as an elementary school teach-
er on an intermittent basis from 1982 to 1990, teaching 
Kindergarten in Peterborough County and Grades 1 – 4 in 
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Work: “part of the blessedness of the garden of God”

A “squeegee” is pushing the ink through 
the screen openings. The screens that 
Kees made were done photographically 
with negatives and light sensitive 
emulsion film.

Kees Vander Leek, 82 (left). A finished circuit board with the component markings printed on (centre). Retired teacher, Joan Kooger (right).
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Victoria County, Ontario.  In 2001, she worked for the Tril-
lium Lakeland District School Board until 2007, when she 
took early retirement and moved to St. Catharines. Since 
then, she’s worked on a part-time basis, for one season in 
a small nursery business and for the past three years in a 
greenhouse business. Joan reflects, “My working days have 
changed from a demanding full-time academic career to a 
part-time physical job.” 

By Grade 5, Joan knew she wanted to be a teacher. The 
love for reading she had discovered in Grade 1 had opened 
her eyes to new worlds. She says, “At a very early age, I 
knew that having an education was empowering.”

At the elementary school Joan attended, students were 
expected to make decisions about jobs or a career by the 
conclusion of Grade 8. She explains, “We chose secondary 
school courses based on whether or not we would be going 
on to university studies. Those with higher grades were 
encouraged to choose the five-year high school program 
that led to university entrance. Those with lower grades 
were encouraged to take a four-year secondary school 
program that led to vocational training. The name of our 
school reflected this dualism – Lindsay Collegiate and 
Vocational Institute.”

Though Joan had planned to devote her career to full-
time teaching, unexpected circumstances changed her goals 
– while studying at Trent university, she met her future 
husband. They married and had their first child in the be-
ginning of the year she graduated. About the changes, Joan 
recollects, “Life became fuller and more complex. My days 
became a balancing act between studying and working, and 
being a wife and mother. When I turned 50, our children 
were grown up and on their own. I was beginning to feel 
weighed down with the political turmoil surrounding pub-
lic education. It was time for a change. My husband and I 
bought a small house in St. Catharines, and sold our house 
in Cameron. I retired from teaching. We started on a whole 
new chapter of life.”     

When asked how her faith in God interacted with her 
choices about work, Joan answers, “I always wanted to 
have work that would contribute to the well-being of oth-
ers. As I already mentioned, I knew that education was 
empowering and I felt so strongly that I wanted to share 
the gift of reading with others. When I became a mother, 
my first priority became my family and for a time I stayed 
home with them full-time. Children are gifts from God 

and they grow quickly. Our time with them is precious.” 
At present, Joan and her husband “are trying to live 

simply” on the income earned from their part-time jobs, 
which cover their expenses. But the jobs allow them to do 
more than pay the bills. Joan explains, “More important, 
they allow time to pursue other tasks that God places before 
us. At present, we are walking alongside a refugee family 
who came to Canada two years ago.”

Seeking a balanced life
Dan Tersigni, 28, graduated from the university of West-

ern Ontario in 2007. Today, he works for an investment 
brokerage firm, researching companies and industries, 
and educating the firm’s target audience, “do-it-yourself” 
investors. 

The influence of his father, an investment advisor, 
shaped Dan’s basic knowledge of the stock market and 
the financial industry. But Dan wasn’t pressured to pursue 
a career in business or finance. In fact, initially his goal 
upon entering university was to study urban 
planning. However, in his first two years of 
that program, his enjoyment of the required 
business and economics courses set him on a 
new course. He changed his major.

Dan’s expectations about employment or a 
career were partially based on what he didn’t 
want to do for the rest of his life. He explains, 
“Having spent school summers as a labourer, I knew that 
was not for me. I was very motivated to pursue a career 
in something I was interested in, something where going 
to work would not be drudgery every day. I expected that 
obtaining a university degree would lead to a career that 
was challenging, stimulating and at least somewhat finan-
cially rewarding.”

Dan experiences the ups and downs of work, as most 
people do. But, he adds, “On the whole, I feel very blessed 
to have a job in my chosen field. My level of responsibility 
has gradually increased over my six years of employment, 
which keeps things interesting.”

Dan has discovered that things he’s learned in relation 
to financial markets apply to other aspects of life. He ex-
plains, “For example, investors tend to ‘herd,’ meaning that 
people’s viewpoints on a company or industry are often 
shaped largely by other people’s viewpoints – not neces-
sarily by a rational examination of facts and data. When 

this happens, the crowd, by definition, becomes irrational 
and is often wrong. It is critical to think independently. For 
me, this background has useful applications in my faith. 
Rather than being intimidated by our secular society, I keep 
in mind that most people know very little and merely accept 
the consensus view because it is convenient. Christians 
need not be apprehensive about their faith.”

Dan’s faith impacts his work, though he’s never felt a 
calling per se. Dan says, “I think every person has God-
given talents and it’s only logical to use them. I found a field 
that I enjoy and have some aptitude for, and pursued it.”

His faith also influences his view on the place of work 
in a person’s life, so he seeks a balanced life. “Many busi-
ness graduates, particularly those in the finance stream, 
pursue jobs that require 80+ hours of work per week year 
round,” Dan explains. “I’m not averse to hard work, but 
that kind of schedule leaves little time for family, friends 
and church. It would be easy for life to become very one-
dimensional at the expense of more important things. So, 

I avoided certain career paths where that would 
have been a problem.”

Kees, Joan and Dan – three Christians, three 
generations, three different work experiences. 
Each is part of a worldwide Christian com-
munity cognizant of the fact that “unless the 
Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain” 
(Ps.127:1), and that it is God who works in us 

to will and to act according to his good purpose (Phil.2:13). 
Each is a member of a community of believers ultimately 
working for the Person whom the authors of Every Good 
Endeavour call “an Audience of One, our loving heavenly 
Father” (p. 218). Each is able to carry on despite frustra-
tions and limitations because of the hope we share in Christ.

Authors Keller and Alsdorf Leary sum it up like this: 
“Christians have, through their hope in God’s story of 
redemption for the world he created, a deep consolation 
that enables them to work with all their being and never 
be ultimately discouraged by the present 
reality in this world, in which thorns grow 
up when they are trying to coax up other 
things” (p. 96). 
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Numbers and figures (left). The Toronto Stock Exhange (centre). Child at school (right).

God created 
work in the 
setting of 
Paradise.



Frank & Aria Sawyer

Motives
Why missions? The first motive for missionary en-

deavour is that Christ said to go to all nations. This is 
a command for all times, given to the church and to in-
dividual Christians. We are all missionaries in our own 
environment. Other motives for entering cross-cultural 
missions depend on one’s specific abilities and gifts. We 
were interested in both church planting and in training 
Christian leaders. The “motive” is that the love of God 
compels us all to witness to divine grace. The “means” 
remains, as the Apostle Paul says, “jars of clay” (2 Cor. 
4). And the results are promised in Is. 55: God’s word 
does not return empty, but like the rain and the snow, it 
works in a hidden way to produce the buds and flowers 
of springtime and the harvest of autumn.

One can ask if sending missionaries is out of date in a 
globalizing world. I think that the contemporary means of 
the media in a www.com world are very important. Yet they 
do not replace person to person contact. The Joyful Mes-
sage needs to be experienced in Christian fellowship and 
personal examples. But we should not just import some-
thing; rather, we must integrate with the local Christian 
movements. The motive should be to serve and to be part 
of the local churches and Christian outreach. It should be 
a transforming vision. I favour an ecumenical exchange, a 
two-way street in which the sending goes in both directions.

There are geographical areas where the Joyful News 
has not been extensively proclaimed – as in Islamic societ-
ies. But there is also a frontline of spiritual struggle right 
through our own heart and daily life. So the frontline is 
always present.

Means  
It seems to us that there are many means for missions. 

These include evangelism through the Word of God, as well 
as outreach through diaconal and other projects. The means 
for missions includes preaching, youth work, medical help 
and teaching. It could also include sports or crafts. In the 
classroom I keep in mind that we are not just “learning 
the Bible.” Rather, we are receiving a transforming Word 
which is to be lived forth. The Gospel cannot be hammered 
in like a fence post; rather, it must take root and grow like a 
sapling. And beyond the teaching and preaching ministry, 
we are involved in homes for orphans, a home for mis-
treated women and an agricultural project among others. 
Aria and I have always invited students to our home for 
fun and fellowship. Missions via a homemade pizza does 
something we cannot do in the classroom. We sometimes 
go on hikes, play sports or visit a museum. We encourage 
our students in a variety of skills: Aria does workshops on 
cooking, baking and cheese-making. I have done training 
sessions in watercolour painting. We also visit some of the 
student’s congregations and homes. This can be an eye-
opener. Some of our students come from Christian homes, 
but others do not. Some come from difficult backgrounds. 
One home we visited consisted of one tiny room in a very 
poor setting. Sometimes a student will skip classes for a few 
days in the spring to help plant the family garden; village 
people depend on this for food. 

Mission work in another culture often flounders if a 
project is not owned by the local people. Rather than initiat-
ing new projects, it is better to see if there are some good 
starters already, which can then be encouraged with training 
and funding. We don’t need Lone Ranger missionaries; 
we need partnerships with local leaders and projects. Too-
easy-funding can look like cheap grace. Our idea is that 
mission donor agencies should partner with local projects, 

and the foreign donor should never give more than half of 
the support needed – otherwise the ownership shifts away 
from the local people. Short-term missionary projects are 
in danger of various misunderstandings if foreigners do not 
know the language and the social and historical setting. It 
is not enough to bring our donations and our enthusiasm; 
there must be bonding and on-going development together 
in which all partners learn from each other. Obviously good 
reporting and transparency is essential. Sometimes it is bet-
ter to donate in “kind,” rather than in cash. For example: 
rather than giving money to a school, church or diaconal 
home, the donor person or agency can give equipment or 
pay for repairs to buildings. This provides visible results, 
and can be a one-time assistance. Financial support is often 
expected to continue on a roll-over plan. But in that case 
there needs to be some agreement for supporting a project 
without reducing local initiative. Where the local people are 
really involved in a project, they have a transforming vision 
and they will go beyond minimum duty to a greater exertion 
of time and talent – and the project lives from that vision. 

When mission projects fail, the first problem is some-
times, actually often, the missionaries, not the local people. 
Missionaries should be well-trained in whatever area they 
serve, whether evangelism, medical work or anything else. 
Missionaries should be of export quality! But this is not 
an easy matter. Well-trained does not guarantee wisdom. 
Further, cross-cultural relationships are extra-sensitive. 
Without sensitivity, a good dose of common sense and love 
for the people, missionaries become missers. They miss the 
heart of the matter.

Results
We never know where the Spirit, like the wind, as Jesus 

said, will breeze or storm forth next. Ministry plans are 
good, but these plans sometimes also miss the true mark. 
Time and again new ministry projects become possible 
without our having foreseen them until the possibilities 
arise. We received training to plan for goals that are con-
crete, measurable, within a certain time range, but we are 
also open and wholesome toward ongoing visible trans-
formation. Planning and reporting helps us think regularly 
about our means and goals, but a great framework does not 
say anything about the artwork.

Our work has involved church planting and 30 years of 
training students, elders and pastors to become transformed 
by the Joyful News. These students are themselves the 
result of evangelism – some from Christian homes, but 
others through summer camps, youth meetings and Chris-
tian friends. As they train further, many of these become 
pastors; others enter various professions; they are active in 
their local congregations. Some help establish new ministry 
outreach, including schools, youth programs, diaconal proj-
ects; specialized ministries in hospitals, prisons, street kids, 
Roma-Gypsy groups; radio ministry; homes for orphans 
and homes for abused women.

The academic slant on things
I wrote a number of books consisting of my revised 

lectures. They will outlast my actual teaching of classes.
Just as there are medical and diaconal missionaries, so 

we need voices in the academic world. I view my academic 
work as evangelism among the student generation and also 
aimed at the minds of professional leaders.

True evangelization carries forward the Joyful Message 
of salvation and meets people in their own situation.

Multiplied results
Here is a formula for multiplying results:
I DO/YOu WATCH
I DO/YOu HELP
YOu DO/I HELP
YOu DO/I WATCH
YOu DO/ANOTHER LOOKS
YOu DO/ANOTHER HELPS
ANOTHER DOES/YOu HELP
ANOTHER DOES/YOu LOOK
ANOTHER DOES/OTHERS LOOK
ANOTHER DOES/OTHERS HELP
OTHERS DO/MORE WATCH/
OTHERS DO/MORE HELP

Training and delegating is at the heart of conversion and 
discipling. Disciples carry the motives, means and results 
forward. Just as we make mistakes, so do others. So there is 
continual learning necessary. Cross-cultural ministries need 
time and again to interpret the motives, means and results 
in each local setting. It will turn out that “our way” is not 
the only way. We have discovered that while we hoped to 
bring blessings, we have continual received blessings from 
those whom we have served. 
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Music envelopes my life. One of 
the musical pleasures I indulge in is 
singing in Chorus Niagara, a sym-
phony chorus based in St. Catharines 
and conducted by Toronto’s Robert 
Cooper, one of Canada’s best choral 
conductors (chorusniagara.ca). To 

add to my enjoyment I get to write program notes 
and give Handel-related pre-concert talks. (I wrote 
a biography of Handel in 2007 which focused on the 
composer’s faith and the development of Messiah 
and his other oratorios, thus I’ve unwittingly become 
the chorus’s resident Handel “expert.”) As a program 
committee member I also have the privilege of giving 
input into what we sing each season.

Currently we’re preparing an all-Handel concert 
for Nov. 2. We sing Messiah biennially in December 
(it never gets old to me!), and we’ve sung a handful 
of Handel’s other oratorios. But this will be different, 
a proverbial embarrassment of riches: choruses from 
seven of the  biblical oratorios, six secular works and 
the Coronation Anthem “Zadok the Priest” (used at 
all British coronations since George II’s).  Add to 
that several arias and duets, 
an organ concerto and an or-
chestral march. 

I thank God for the part I 
can play in this and the joy 
he allows me in it. However, 
my purpose here is not to fo-
cus on my involvement but 
to call attention to the mag-
nificent gift that God gave 
to George Frideric Handel, 
and to provide a glimpse into 
the astonishing diversity of 
that gift. The fact that music 
written more than 250 years 
ago still delights people 
worldwide and still provides 
spiritual succor tells you that 
this is classic art in the true 
sense. It has stood the test 
of time. I hope I’ll spur you to check out Handel for 
yourself (Youtube is a good place to start), especially 
if you’ve thought that with Messiah he was a “one 
hit wonder.”

Embraced by his adoptive country
The German-born Handel (b. 1685) moved to 

London at 27 and lived there the rest of his life (d. 
1759). As a young man, while in Italy for a three-
and-a-half years, he wrote dozens of Latin-language 
church works and pastoral cantatas (the “nymphs and 
shepherds” kind of pastoral; mythology-based love 
stories). In England he tried his hand at opera, then 
the rage. He succeeded splendidly, and eventually 
wrote more than 40. 

But musical tastes change, and the upper-class 
English finally tired of remote, fantastical and in-
comprehensible stories in Italian. Ever creative and 
no mean entrepreneur, Handel devised an English-
language alternative using Old Testament characters 
and stories. These biblical oratorios, performed in 
theatres and the newly emerging concert halls, began 
to attract middle- as well as upper-class audiences. 
Like opera, they contain engaging arias (solos requir-
ing great vocal dexterity), but without opera’s cos-

tumes and acting. They also include many choruses. 
Handel had earlier excelled in choral writing, but 
the oratorios highlight that gift. A serious Christian, 
he worshiped as an Anglican but deeply valued his 
strong Lutheran roots. He knew the Bible very well 
and had an uncanny ability (another gift) to musically 
convey the spiritual and emotional content of bibli-
cal texts and stories. He expressed a wish not only 
to entertain audiences but “to make them better.” 

His first biblical oratorio was Esther; then Debo-
rah and Athalia (with an apostate woman as the 
title character); then Saul, Theodora (based on an 
early Christian martyr), Samson and Messiah. Then 
Joseph and His Brethren, Belshazzar (another “vil-
lain”), Judas Maccabeus (an inter-testamental Jew-
ish hero), Joshua, Alexander Balus (another Jewish 
hero), Solomon, Susanna (story from the apocryphal 
part of Daniel) and Jephtha, the rash Israelite judge. 
These Bible stories are redolent with drama and spir-
itual-moral conflict, and Handel the experienced 
dramatist beautifully captures it. Not incidentally, 
every oratorio also affords opportunities for praise 
and thanks to God for his mercies.

Handel began writing ora-
torios when opera wasn’t yet 
dead. But the oratorios began 
to draw large audiences, with 
Messiah (1741) as the shining 
jewel. With opera’s demise 
Handel made a good living 
composing oratorios. He was 
a fine organist, too, and wrote 
organ concertos (his invention 
for solo organ and orchestra) 
for himself as soloist. unbe-
lievably to us, he used these 
gems as the intermission en-
tertainment at the oratorio con-
certs. 

All along, he was also 
writing secular vocal-choral 
dramas (Semele, Alexander’s 
Feast, Ode for St. Cecilia’s 

Day), works for keyboard, chamber ensembles, or-
chestra, various public occasions (Royal Fireworks 
Music, Water Music) and even several hymn tunes. 
One of those he set to Charles Wesley’s “Rejoice the 
Lord is King.” Regrettably, Handel’s tune is mostly 
unknown today outside some Anglican circles. Yet 
it wonderfully captures the divinely regal nature of 
Wesley’s text. 

As from the pow’r of sacred lays
The spheres began to move,
And sung the great Creator’s praise
To all the bless’d above;
So when the last and dreadful hour
This crumbling pageant shall devour,
The trumpet shall be heard on high, 
The dead shall live, the living die,
And music shall untune the sky.  

John Dryden, 1687; set by Handel, Ode for St. 
Cecilia’s Day (patron saint of music), 1739 

Columns

PAGE 13

 Artful EyE

Harriette Asselstine serves as an English tutor 
in Surrey, B.C.  She enjoys backpacking on 
the west coast and writing poetry about it. She 
and her family attend Nelson Ave. Community 
Church (Burnaby CRC). Read more of her poetry 
at harrietteasselstine.blogspot.ca.

HARRIETTE ASSELSTINE

Marian Van Til  (mvantil@roadrunner.com) is a 
former CC editor living in Youngstown, N.Y. She 

blogs at ReformedRevelry.wordpress.com.

Spend Yourselves

Spend yourselves for Him;
Like the massive, pale factories shackling
The wild hills 
On the road to Rosarita,
Those words – ominous, grim, harsh. 
Reluctantly, gingerly, I peek, retreat.
Spend.  Yourselves.  
Shell-out my strength and use-up my youth?
Dole out my health in the middle of filth?
The needs of the world like parasites
Bore through my shiny veneer of yoga, vitamins, anti-

oxidized skin
Riddling me, 
draining out my first-world superiority,
Depleting me of who I want to be:
“Aging well”  “Burning Brightly”

Spend yourselves for Him;
Drained of all drive in a dank hotel room
while the team is off having fun;
Another burn, another wrinkle, another suspicious spot
Head aches, stomach aches, heart aches…
Spend yourselves for Him…

And in return:

The tears of the children at parting, like diamonds dropping 
in dirt;

The yearning voices, “When will you come back?” 
Melting my heart like a diva’s melodious air;
Praising God in Spanish and English – a treasure house of 

joy shot through with love;
Miracles as we pray
each worth an eternity of life 
For they say, 
“Here am I. I will never leave you.”
Words without price!

“Spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the 
needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the 
darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. The 
Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a 
sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will 
be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters 
never fail.”  Isaiah 58: 10 -11.
     Harriette Asselstine

Handel: ‘I should be sorry if I 
only entertain them’

Sculpture of Handel.

http://www.chorusniagara.ca
http://harrietteasselstine.blogspot.ca/
ReformedRevelry.wordpress.com


One of my junior high 
teachers did something 
that would never be al-
lowed today. He brought 
a rifle into the classroom, 
telling us that studying 
history was like lining 

up the sites on a rifle. History was the 
rear site lining up with the front site of 
the present to give aim for shooting into 
the future. 

Heritage is that which is received not 
by merit, but by reason of birth. We are 
recipients of a rich heritage. Many things 
have been passed down to us as a gift, but 
we live in a culture of the present. 

“What can I have now?” 
“Why does the past matter?”
With this col-

umn,  I  hope  to 
stimulate reflection 
on your past to help 
you see the present 
more clearly, and 
thus to move into 
the future.

Family heritage
In June my wife 

and I explored part 
of our heritage by 
traveling around the 
Nethe;rlands. We 
took a week to visit 
the “tribal villages” 
of our ancestors, 
looking for names such as Ditmar, Grif-
fioen, Wolthuis, Van Garderen, Hendrik-
sen, Westendorp, Bakker and Polma. We 
experienced how small the Netherlands 
is and how interconnected towns and vil-
lages are. We saw changing heritage in 
church buildings that had switched from 
Catholic to Reformed to museums. 

I stood in the pulpit of the church 
in ulrum where my Grandpa Wolthuis 
attended, where Wolthuis family mem-
bers had been organists for 200 years, 
and where the history of the Christian 
Reformed Church began in the Afschei-
ding (Separation) of the Gereformeerde 
from the State Hervormed Church in 
1834. Here I experienced both the sense 
of interconnectedness to the past and 
the sorrows of disconnections. How 
are you rooted?

Church heritage
Recently I preached at the 50th anni-

versary of Princeton CRC in Kentwood, 
Michigan, the first church I pastored, 25 
years ago. I reflected on that heritage. 
What is your church heritage? How does 
it shape you?

Princeton gave me much that has 
shaped me and my ministry. In my ordi-
nation service, the man who had baptized 
me as a child, the Reverend John Ent-

ingh, reminded me from John 12:21 that 
people need to see Jesus through my min-
istry. I remember kissing my mother, who 
was in the middle stages of Alzheimer’s, as 
a sign of love and gratitude for what she 
had given me. 

I remember the graciousness that Rev. 
John Medendorp showed in accepting me 
into team ministry. This church taught me 
how to be a pastor. I learned how to love 
people in their great variety, passions and 
needs. I learned to respect difference and 
difference of opinions. I learned how to do 
the new in continuity with the old, with a 
sense of heritage. Pete Zylstra taught me 
to talk with the congregation as “us,” not 
“you.” 

My experience of the Gospel deepened. 
I had often thought 
about the Christian 
life as doing, duty. I 
started out preaching 
about what we needed 
to do to serve God bet-
ter. My brother-in-law 
told me that most of 
the people listening 
to a sermon were hurt-
ing in some way. They 
need grace. They need 
to know that God is 
graciously at work in 
the world and in their 
lives: address their 
past and offer hope. 
Not only did they need 

to know it, I did. I came to know the gospel 
of grace. 

Gifts and challenges
Our heritage gives us certain gifts and 

also challenges we must address. Our heri-
tage gives us identity. Heritage connects us 
to the history that has formed us, giving 
us a context in which to live. Those who 
ignore their heritage often lose its gifts and 
suffer its weaknesses without understand-
ing why. Heritage is a foundation for build-
ing, the soil into which to sink our roots and 
gather nutrients for growth. It is important 
to return to one’s heritage, not for escape 
or to restrict yourself, but for perspective. 

How are your sites lining up? What 
aspects of your past are helping you aim 
for the future? Maybe you wrestle with 
aimlessness. Go back to your heritage. Ex-
ploring what has been given to you. Dig 
into that soil. Visit the sites of the past. For 
those who are older, share the past with the 
next generation. Let it shape them. The 
more we know who and what has shaped 
us, the more we can shape the future. 

I recently spent ten days 
at St. Joseph’s Hospital in 
Hamilton. Not as a patient, 
mind you; just as a sup-
portive sister. It was a lot 
of time in waiting rooms. 
I overheard conversations 

ranging from the ludicrous (a heated ex-
change between housekeeping staff as to 
whether Rogers or Fido is the better service 
provider, punctuated with unprintable ex-
pressions of conviction), to the heartbreak-
ing (a man on his Bluetooth emphasizing 
sternly that the doctor had better get over 
here and show some interest in his mother 
whom he’d found in a near catatonic state) 
to the hallowed (a sensitive medic comfort-
ing a dying patient’s daughter with pro-
found empathy). 

Hung on the outside walls of St. Joe’s 
are supersized photos of its celebrity medi-
cal professionals. Dr. Bobby Shayegan, 
who performed my brother-in-law’s intri-
cate five-hour surgery, grinned at us with 
likable boyish charm each morning 
as we headed down the mountain to 
the hospital. ubiquitous posters in-
side the building invited us to “say 
thanks to your miracle workers 
here at St. Joe’s!” 

But it wasn’t the “miracle 
workers” who most intrigued 
me. It was the custodial 
staff and service workers. 
I wondered about how 
and why they ended 
up here. They prob-
ably didn’t  grow 
up aspiring to clean 
bathrooms, fill or-
ders of “medium de-
caf, two sweeteners, 
three milk” or glance 
cursorily at my salad,  
intone “$6.80, please,” and hand me my 
change while already tabulating the contents 
of the lunch tray of the customer behind me. 

Commencement speakers like to accentu-
ate the positive: “Follow your dreams; don’t 
settle for less than doing what you love.” 
Surveying my own family and friends, few 
of us are working at our dream careers. Most 
of us are happy to have a job that pays the 
bills. “Generation next,” the millennials, 
will have an even tougher time. Financial 
Post analyst Ray Williams posits: “Career 
paths are being reshaped – some say per-
manently – in part because of the massive 
movement toward temporary employment. 
These changes will be felt most by young 
people, who face the prospect of a lifetime 
of temporary or part time work, an uncertain 
career path, and an lower standard of living 
with little or no payoff for their post-sec-
ondary education” (“How temporary work 
will reshape our careers and our economy,” 
June 12, 2013).

The work given us
I respect those who simply do their best 

at whatever job they have regardless of how 
or why they got there. I watched a custodian 
clean the main lobby at St. Joe’s. He had 
rakish hair, sprinkled with grey. He sported 
a brassy gold necklace along with his khaki 
pants and shirt. In a suit, he could have 
passed for a professor. After the chairs had 
been removed, he cordoned off the area and 
polished the floor with a mini-Zamboni. Bal-
ancing on a ladder, he painstakingly vacu-
umed each ceiling tile above him, his mouth 
dropping open in concentration. (I refrained 
from warning him that this is a good way to 
inadvertently swallow a dead fly or choke 
on a cobweb). He wiped the sprinklers with 
a flourish. He didn’t dawdle. He didn’t rush. 

I was reminded of “The Struggle for an 
Education,” a story from the old NuCS 
(National union of Christian Schools) Pi-
lot Series that I loved sharing with my stu-
dents. Booker T. Washington, former slave 

and prominent African-American educa-
tor, relates the hardships and bigotry 

he endured as he travelled across the 
country on foot to apply at Hamp-

ton Agricultural Institute. The head 
teacher, a “Yankee” woman, was 

plainly reluctant to register him. 
He waited anxiously as oth-

ers were waved on ahead. 
Finally, she instructed him 

to sweep the recitation 
room. He didn’t flinch 
or protest. He swept, 
dusted and cleaned 
the room with alacrity. 
Three times. upon in-
specting the room thor-
oughly and not finding 
one particle of dust, the 
headmistress declared, 
“I guess you will do to 

enter this institution.”
How you do your work puts your char-

acter on display. American poet Wallace 
Stevens, also an insurance agent, said, “It 
gives a man character as a poet to have this 
daily contact with a job.” He composed his 
poems on his way to and from work.

The Book of Common Prayer (1662) of-
fers a petition that remains relevant today: 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ 
in his earthly life shared our toil and 
hallowed our labour: Be present with thy 
people where they work; make those who 
carry on the industries and commerce of 
this land responsive to thy will; and give 
to us all a pride in what we do, and a just  
return for our labour; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Three generations of women have dis-
played this Bid en werk (pray and work) 
plaque that now hangs in Cathy's kitchen.

Cathy Smith (cathy@christiancourier.ca) 
is Features Editor with CC. She lives in 

Wyoming, Ont.

Pray and work Seeing history

Rev. Tom Wolthuis is now, with his wife, 
exploring how the Institute for Christian 

Studies in Toronto can be an agent of God’s 
grace to both the church and the academic 

world, developing its heritage to engage 
new challenges.

Standing in a church rich with history, 
including 200 years of Wolthuis 
organists. 
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Q. Our 21-year old 
daughter, a second 

year nursing student at our 
local university, has a heart 
of gold. She is smart and 
motivated and has always 
wanted an “interesting future 

with various options,” as she calls the field 
of nursing. For the last six months she has 
been keeping company with a 19-year-old 
young man who is taking a trades appren-
ticeship program at another local college. All 
of that is fine with my spouse and I. 

What is not fine is that she has begun 
to drive him wherever he needs to go. She 
has her own car, which she worked hard for 
during her high school years, allowing her 
to be somewhat independent from us. Her 
boyfriend, however, is becoming more and 
more dependent upon her. He calls early 
in the morning or towards evening for a 
ride to an appointment, to go hang out with 
friends or attend a sporting event – all of 
which interrupts her already tight schedule, 
including the time she needs to study. If she 
responds half-heartedly to him, he becomes 
cold and distant. Needless to say, we, as her 
parents, are not happy with the situation 
but as of now we have not approached her 
about it.  We are worried she will jeopardize 
her future.

A. It’s an age-old problem – parents 
who are not happy with their 

adult child’s choice of a possible life part-
ner. However, you are wise not to criticize 
the young man to your daughter’s face. If 
you do, you will align your daughter with 
her boyfriend because she will feel she has 
to defend her choice. In other words, mak-
ing your daughter’s friend taboo will not 
be helpful. While your daughter sounds 
very level-headed, there may be traces of 
rebellion in her that could surface – which 
is quite normal for young adults at this time 
of their lives.

An effective attitude towards this sen-
sitive situation is to make sure you are 
involved in your daughter’s life as she 
moves forward and plans for the future, 
especially since she is still living in the 
family home. At the same time, as parents, 
we must earn the right to challenge our 
children when their choices concern us. It 
is no longer enough to just feed and clothe 
them. Parents need to be emotionally con-
nected in ways that help adult children 
find their way in the world.  

And so, you and your spouse need 
to be supportive of the challenges your 
daughter is facing in connection with her 
chosen goals and career. I would also 
encourage her father to stay involved in 
his daughter’s life. As time goes on, she 
may be particularly interested in a male’s 
opinion. It might help for him to have a 
discussion with your daughter in terms 
of how important it is for both genders to 
have space to grow somewhat indepen-
dent of others. This kind of independence 
breeds confidence. 

Make sure she knows that you appreci-
ate the standards she has set for her future 
Encourage her to stay on track, because 
commitment to her goals will eventually 
give her the confidence she needs to work 
effectively in her profession.

Finally, as Christians, we are often 
confused between recognizing a genuine 
need to care for those less able, and do-
ing too much for those who need to face 
and break through their own challenges, 
so they can stand on their own two feet. 
Since you described her as having a heart 
of gold, you could bring that dilemma 
up with her, maybe in relation to another 
example of need vs. neediness. It is an 
important distinction that your daughter 
may feel relieved to learn. 

   

Towards the end of my 
first year as a university stu-
dent, I began to feel a call-
ing to the ministry. In second 
year I signed up for an an-
cient Greek course. Knowl-
edge of Greek and Hebrew 

was an essential requirement to get into 
seminary, and I wanted to be prepared. 
ultimately, however, my inability to learn 
languages plus the wisdom of my father 
convinced me that ministry was not my 
vocation (an occupation to which a per-
son is drawn, confirmed both privately and 
publically). 

My dyslexia made the learning of a new 
language, Greek, a seemingly insurmount-
able obstacle. Learning French had been 
difficult too: I graduated from high school 
in Quebec only by the good graces of my 
French teacher who passed me in oral 
French even though a 30 percent would 
probably have been more accurate. (I am 
forever grateful for his generosity and have 
tried to pay it forward in my dealings with 
students.) My experience with the ancient 
Greek course showed me that if ministry re-
quired knowledge of 
scriptural languages, 
our Lord had clearly 
not given me the 
skills to proceed on 
this path easily. The 
calling to ministry 
would have to be 
strongly reinforced 
to lead me further 
down this road. 

The second factor 
that convinced me 
not to proceed with 
my sense of a calling 
was the wisdom and 
advice I received 
from my father. His 
advice had both a 
positive and nega-
tive focus. On the positive side, he argued 
that there was a great need for Christians 
with the right abilities to go into science 
and claim this kingdom for Christ. He felt 
that the sciences were a battleground that 
needed Christian input. 

On the negative side, my father, as a 
long-time elder, had seen enough of the 
real life of ministers to recognise that they 
sometimes came to feel trapped in their 
chosen career. Some of the ministers he 
knew remained in their position despite 
a crisis of faith or a growing realization 
that they did not have the skills to serve as 
ministers of congregations, because they 
had no honourable exit route. My father 
suggested that if ministry was the road I 
wanted to follow, I should first give myself 
the tools for an alternate career in case I 
encountered insurmountable problems as 
a minister.

Job vs career
In honesty I can’t say which of these in-

sights led me to pursue a career in science, 
but I graduated with first a BSc and eventu-
ally a PhD in Psychology and ultimately 
ended up in a faculty position at Laurier. 
In my academic career I have felt that I am 
fulfilling God’s calling for me and strongly 
view my position as a vocation in science. 
I have been richly blessed in my calling to 
neuroscience.

As a professor and advisor I have, how-
ever, seen many university students who do 
not have any sense of calling or vocation. 
They spend four years at university and end 
up with no real sense of “what they want 
to do.” Some careers are not within their 
ability – they don’t have the motivation or 
ability to go into medicine, for example. 
They appear to have no special skills that 
may dictate a career and no obvious moti-
vation to go into a specific vocation. There 
is nothing wrong with this, but it is not clear 
where they should apply the knowledge 
and skills acquired at university.

One can provide for oneself and one’s 
family without a vocation or a sense of call-

ing, of course. Many 
jobs are not careers 
people aspire to, but 
rather positions that 
happen to individu-
als. Many people 
fall into a job. No 
one I know aspires 
to be a middle-level 
manager or a super-
visor in a call center 
or a bank, but these 
are honourable ca-
reers that, for many 
people, put bread 
on the table. Some 
of these individuals 
may change their 
career several times 
in their working 

lives and in each case carry out their work 
responsibilities in a dedicated manner. I 
have considerable respect for many in my 
parents’ generation who after immigrating 
to Canada took jobs because they needed 
work and in so doing made diverse options 
possible for us, their children.

I have come to believe that the vocation 
and sense of calling I felt to go into science 
is a gift that appears not to be given to ev-
eryone. Scripture speaks of the gifts of the 
Spirit and lists a number of vocations (1 
Cor. 12); perhaps today having a vocation 
is also a gift of the Spirit. 
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Stay involved as your adult children plan for their future.

Arlene Van Hove (avanhove@shaw.ca) is 
a therapist and member of the Fleetwood 

CRC in Surrey, BC.

Vocation as gift:
My calling in the sciences 

The delicacy of an 
age-old problem

Rudy Eikelboom (reikelboom@wlu.ca), 
who is grateful for his vocation in neuro-

science, is a member of the Waterloo CRC 
and Chair of the Psychology Department at 

Wilfrid Laurier University.

My father felt that the field of science 
needs Christians.
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ODDS & TRENDS
Pro-life blogger taking Ont gov’t to court 

A pro-life blogger in ontario is taking 
Kathleen Wynne’s government to court 
after the province quietly passed a bill in 
2010 barring public access to abortion 
statistics.

Patricia Maloney, who writes at run-
with-life.blogspot.ca, argues that the 
information is of grave public concern whether one is 
pro-life or not, a view echoed by the Abortion rights coalition 
of canada. 

Since 2011, Maloney had been filing freedom of information 
requests (Foi) for abortion statistics and then publishing them 
on her blog. But she learned of Bill 122, which took effect in 
January 2012, in March 2012 when the Ministry of health denied 
an FOI she had filed. she appealed to ontario’s information and 
Privacy commissioner, which upheld the Ministry’s decision, 
citing Bill 122.

on July 18, Maloney announced that she was seeking a judi-
cial review by the ontario Divisional court. “i’m not interested 
in patient or physician names, or the identification of hospitals,” 
she explains. “But data relating to provincial trends and rates of a 
publicly funded medical procedure are fair game.” 

“the government has not restricted this type of generalized 
data for any other medical procedure. this amendment is without 
precedent or justification,” she adds. “Tax-payers should know 
how their tax dollars are being spent.”

in late september, Maloney posted on her blog a series of let-
ters exchanged with her local MPP, including her request for an 
explanation of how exempting abortion services from the public 
record “enhances openness and transparency in the public sector.” 

– Patrick Craine

Religious memes and Jesus jokes
christian author rachel Marie 

stone invented the twitter hashtag 
#AddaWordruinachristianBook on Monday, 
oct. 7. it was the no. 1 trending topic in the 
u.s. by that evening, as christians across the 
country joined in the online game. the idea is 
simple: add one word to a familiar christian 

book title – making it as silly or clever as possible in the process. 
in an instant Ann Voskamp’s best-selling One Thousand Gifts 
becomes One Thousand Giftcards; Crazy Love by Francis chan 
is now Crazy Love Handles, and Andy crouch’s Playing God is 
Polka Playing God. You can see why this caught on.

“We laugh hardest about things that are taboo,” Stone says. A 
Presbyterian missionary living in Malawi, she says the trend was 
just what the christian twittersphere needed. And “folks from 
all points on the theological and ecclesiastical spectrum [are] 
joining in the joke. . . . it’s just such a refreshing change from the 
frequent state of affairs in the christian blog and twittersphere, 
when people are at each others’ throats.” 

A few more favourites, courtesy of her.meneutics:
I Kissed Carbon Dating Goodbye – @harrisjosh (I Kissed Dating 

Goodbye, Joshua harris)
The Abolition of Man Boobs – @zugzwanged (The Abolition of 

Man, c.s. Lewis)
God Made You Special Brownies– @godgrrl (Veggietales’ God 

Made You Special, Eric Metaxas)
The Book of Common Colds Prayer – @sarahbessey (The Book 

of Common Prayer)
Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger Games – @tedolsen (Rich 

Christians in an Age of Hunger, ron sider)  
– Angela Reitsma Bick

Kathy Vandergrift
the proposed charter of Quebec Values has 

launched a vigorous public debate about religious 
freedom and religious practices in public life. 
robust debate on this subject is a good thing. But 
the terms of the debate, as framed by the Quebec 
charter, are unhelpful because of its narrow focus 
and, even more, because of what is not addressed. 

the charter of Quebec Values, under debate in 
the Quebec legislature, would make it illegal for 
public servants to wear conspicuous religious sym-
bols or religious dress in the workplace. religious 
dress as the focus for debate is narrow and divisive 
because it draws attention to particular minority re-
ligious practices, such as women wearing the hijab. 
it has also led to accusations that the proposed law 
creates problems where there were none. 

the political motivation for the law also contrib-
utes to less than healthy debate.

the Parti Quebecois introduced the bill as part 
of a strategy to increase support for Quebec sover-
eignty. The strategy may backfire in spite of polls 
showing strong support in some regions of Quebec. 
While it increases the polarization of political ac-
tivists in Quebec, the Parti Quebecois may not be 
the beneficiary in the end. If the tide continues to 
turn against the proposed law, they may revise or 
drop it altogether. 

Understanding secular space
At a deeper level, the concept of secular space 

and neutrality as freedom from religion may nega-
tively affect the on-going debate in canada about 
the role of religion in public life. secularism, 
understood in this way, is itself a religious belief. 
that turns it into a debate between religions – and 
undermines another meaning of secular that is im-
portant for all religions.  A more healthy meaning 
of secular space is a space where all religions are 
respected and no one religion is favoured over 
others. the decision to exempt crosses in the legis-
lature and other places as cultural symbols, even 
though they are obviously christian symbols, adds 
to the confusion and results in warranted charges of 
hypocrisy or favouring the christian religion over 
minority religions. 

Even more important, this debate diverts atten-
tion from serious questions about the limits of re-
ligious freedom that need attention in canada. one 
example is the failure to take serious action to pro-
tect the rights of young girls forced into marriage in 
the name of religion in the polygamous community 
of Bountiful, B.c. and other places in canada. 

More serious abuse
the court ruling in the polygamy reference case 

established important principles for use in the con-
sideration of limits to religious freedom.  First, it 
emphasized that harm to other persons cannot be 
justified by the right to religious freedom. On the 
one hand, religious freedom is not a trump card 
or a prior right to other rights. on the other hand, 
evidence of harm is required to justify limiting the 
exercise of religious freedom. While harm has not 
been established in relation to religious symbols, 
which is the subject of the Quebec charter, harm 
was proven in the polygamy reference case and yet 
no effective action has been taken to protect chil-
dren from harm. 

secondly, abusive religious practices in private 
or closed communities can cause serious harm. this 
calls into question the usefulness of basing public 
policy on a distinction between public and private 
spaces, as the Quebec charter does. in reality, 
harm to people, particularly children, in non-public 
spaces is often much greater than any evidence of 
harm from public practices, such as religious dress 
in daycares. in my work with children i have heard 
stories of young girls privately forced into early 
marriage, justified on religious or cultural grounds, 
in Quebec and elsewhere in canada. Federal and 
provincial governments are turning a blind eye to 
serious issues of abuse of religious freedom, while 
engaging in high rhetoric about religious dress. 

the ruling in the polygamy case established 
that governments have an obligation to take “all 
appropriate measures” to prevent harm caused 
by the abuse of religious freedom. We should be 
debating what effective measures could be put into 
place to prevent situations where the right to reli-
gious freedom comes into conflict with other rights 
and serious harm is done to persons, especially 
children. Prevention would require active engage-
ment with religious communities to foster a culture 
that respects all rights, as well as the right to reli-
gious freedom, in non-public spaces as well as pub-
lic spaces. that is more challenging than a debate 
about religious dress – but also more 
important.  

Kathy Vandergrift, a public policy 
analyst, focused her Master’s Thesis 
in Public Ethics on a comparison of 

different ethical foundations for chil-
dren’s rights. She lives in Ottawa.

Quebec’s religious dress debate distorts 
religious 'freedom'

Montrealers marched in protest Sept. 30 against the 
proposed Charter of Quebec Values, which would 
ban government employees from wearing conspicu-
ous religious symbols. 
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Anniversary

Georgetown CRC, 
in Georgetown Ont.  

is seeking an 

Interim Pastor

 We are a caring and supportive con-
gregation of more than 500 members 
that includes a good mix of all ages. 

Georgetown is a small suburban town 
(pop. 40,000) located on the western 

edge of the Greater Toronto Area.
The interim pastor would faithfully preach 
two services each Sunday (1 Sunday off 
every six weeks);  assist us in seeking 
God’s direction in developing a dynamic 
vision and a mission statement for our con-
gregation;  meet regularly with our church 
executive; and provide pastoral visits for 
urgent care. 

This is a contract position, expected to last 
from 6 months to a year.  

Interested applicants are invited to send 
a cover letter and resume to 

info@gcrc.on.ca with the subject line 
“Interim Pastor”.

Vacation Rentals

Holiday accomodation in Holland
 with vehicle rentals, tours.  

Website: chestnutlane.nl

Two Florida Pool Homes for Rent 
3 bed, 2 bath in beautiful Cape Coral Florida. 
For pictures and reasonable rates contact 

Glen at 519-863-6965 or 
e-mail: mgsikma@xplornet.com

Fall in Florida  
and enjoy the extended Summer!  
Fort Myers, canal home for rent – 

Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013 and April 2014. 
Reasonable rates. Call Michael 

at 905-332-6711 to make arrangements.

Seeking nominees and applicants for

Executive Director of the CRCNA
Responsible for nurturing a shared and vibrant vision for God’s mission lived 
out through the Christian Reformed Church, in close cooperation with local 

congregations, classes, and the agencies and institutions of the CRCNA.

All nominees and applicants should possess a faithful, vibrant,  
personal Reformed Christian faith marked by spiritual humility  
and moral integrity; provide visionary, servant leadership within  

the ministries, embracing risk and welcoming challenge.

He or she will inspire trust and bridge diverse perspectives,  
and empower and encourage others to do the same.

For more information visit www.crcna.org/EDsearch

Direct all inquiries to Mr. Loren Veldhuizen 
Executive Director Search Committee Chair 

veldhuizen45@gmail.com

VISION to REALITY
Our vision of a Christian retirement community  
within York Region is now becoming a reality  
as our infrastructure construction commences  
later this year, Phase I breaks ground in Spring 
2014 with anticipated occupancy Spring 2015.  

Call 905 591-3491, visit our website and learn how you can 
retire to a safe, Christian residential haven for seniors. 

www.themeadowsofaurora.com
info@themeadowsofaurora.com 

905 591-3491

York Region Christian Senior Homes Inc. 

 

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 
no mind has conceived what God has prepared

for those who love him.  I Corinthians 2:9

June 11,1922                                             Sept 30,2013
Hoofddorp, the Netherlands                 Brampton, Ontario

In her 92nd year, our dear wife, mom, and oma

Maria Hendrika Kuntz (nee Biesheuvel)

went home to be with her Lord. Her life was touched 
by great joy as well as deep sorrow, but with resolution 
and faith she held fast to the promises of God.

Maria is survived by
Jacob Kuntz, her beloved husband of 62 years,
      Evelyn and Syd Hielema

 Joya, Justin, Adrian
Sisters and brothers in St. Catharines and in the 
Netherlands.

Predeceased by 
her daughter Mathilda (1981) and her son Don (2001).

Maria’s funeral and interment were held on October 2, 
2013.

Correspondence: Rev. Jacob Kuntz  
            King Tower 1502, 35 Kingknoll Drive  
           Brampton ON L6Y 5G5

1953                                         2013

With joy and thankfulness to God  
we rejoice with our parents,

 Harm and Jean Veenstra 
(nee Veldhuis) 

in the celebration of their 
60th wedding anniversary on 

October 30, 2013.
May the Lord continue to bless them.

With love from your children:
John and Linda
Mike and Joanne
Margaret and Allen
Marianne and Brad
Harry and Evelyn 

your grandchildren and great-grandchildren!

An Open House will be held 
November 2, 2013 from 2-4  

at the Wellington on the Lake 
Recreation Centre, Wellington, Ontario

Home Address: RR # 2 
                         Bloomfield ON K0K 1G0

Second Semester Teacher

Toronto District Christian High 
School, located in Woodbridge ON

 (just north of Toronto) is looking for a teacher 
for a one-semester full-time position from 

January 27 to June 26, 2014.
The successful candidate will teach 
a small class of English as a Second 
Language Learners, Grade 10 History, 
and Grade 10 Girls Physical Education 
and coach a Grade 9 and 10 ultimate 
frisbee or a varsity soccer team.

If you are interested in pursuing 
this opportunity, please email your 
Resume (along with References), 
Philosophy of Christian Education, 
and a Statement of Faith to principal@
tdhristian.ca. 
The process will require selected respon-
dents to visit the school and spend time 
with selected staff and students.

Are you looking for a way to use and share your en-
ergy, talents, abilities, and faith in a non-traditional 
educational setting? If so, please apply to be a 
long-term volunteer for Toronto District Christian 
High School's International Co-op Education 
Program.

Up to four successful candidates (some male, 
some female) will work under the supervision 
of two teachers who oversee the one-semester, 
Grade 11 program which takes 20 students to the 
Dominican Republic for a cross-cultural, educa-
tional and service trip from late February to late 
April. The positions begin on Monday, February 3 
and end on April 30, 2014.

Responsibilities include supervising small groups 
of students in one or more of the following areas: 
construction, teaching, and desk repairs. Knowl-
edge of Spanish, the ability to lead in music (eg. 
Guitar), sharing one's faith, listening to others, 
having a spirit of adventure, and a desire to serve 
God and others are some of the qualities for which 
we are looking.

View the International Block 2013 Video on the 
tdchristian.ca webpage (bottom left rectangle) to 
get an idea of what the block is about. All expenses 
(except for personal effects) for the eight-week 
trip will be covered by the school. Successful 
candidates should be 21 years or older but are not 
required to be teachers. A police vulnerable sector 
check will be required.

If you wish to know more, feel free to send an email 
to principal@tdchristian.ca.

If you wish to apply, please send a Resume and a 
brief Statement of Faith to principal@tdchristian.
ca. Deadline is Nov. 15, 2013. However, we will 
deal with applicants as they apply and may fill 
positions before that date.

This book may be ordered 
from Frank Sawyer for 12 

dollars plus postage. 
Kindly order or inquire by 

email: 
fsawyer777@gmail.com

Job Opportunities

International Block Chaperons/Volunteers NeededObituary

fsawyer777@gmail.com
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info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

Business & Service 
Directory

Our directory ads are only $25. 
Contact admin@christiancourier.ca

We at Christian Courier appreciate
 all of our advertisers.

 
  

                     
 

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 church st.  st. catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 hours

ian h. russell - Director
 holly rousseau - Managing Director
Serving the community over150 years

GARY VAN EYK,  CMA 
Certified Management Accountant 

50 Lakeport Rd. Ste 201 
St. Catharines 
ON L2N 4P7 

Email: gary@garyvaneyk.ca
Bus: 905-646-7331  Fx: 905-646-0951

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / CHOCOLATE / 
TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St. 
St. Catharines  
Ontario  L2N 4N8

Fax: 905-934-3344
Tel: 

905-934-6454 
E-mail: ramakersimports@bellnet.ca

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
  1 Keefer Road

St. Catharines, Ontario  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
287 Station St.

Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0 
Serving Families 
for 4 Generations

Director:  Thomas C Merritt
Fax 905-957-1371 Ph: 905-957-7031
Website: merritt-fh.com

R. HAALBOOM, Q.C.
Barrister  Solicitor  Notary

Richard Rijk Haalboom, Q.C., B.A., J.D

7 Duke St. West    Ph: 519-579-2920
Suite 304               Fax: 519-576-0471
Kitchener, Ontario  N2H 6N7

E-mail: richard@haalboom.ca

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

Kathie & Brian Bezemer905.570.1119

295 McNab St. N. 
Hamilton, ON
L8L 1K5

For all your 
printing needs.

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen   5529 Regional Rd. #81
 Alan Gerritsen  Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     

     Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 

905.957.2599 Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

DUTCH TOKO
European Imports

118 Wyndham st. n. Guelph
519-822-4690

Mountain Plaza Mall, Hamilton
905-383-2981

“...serving Christian   
Reformed churches and 
Christian schools since  

1970"     

Your funds will be invested in Christian Reformed Church 
and Christian school building projects in Canada.

Rates to December 31, 2013
We pay 2.75% on CRC deposits.

Earn approx. 3.2% on RRSP/RRIF/TFSA 

 Write:  Christian Reformed Extension Fund
  45 Harriet St, Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207    Fax:  416-465-6367       

       43 YEARS OF SERVICE   
De Nederlandse COURANT

North America's oldest and most published 
Dutch language paper and exclusive aftermarket

distributor of the Libelle and Margriet
magazines in its 55th year of publication.

SPECIAL NEW SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

De Nederlandse COURANT:     1 year   $15.00   (regular $33.00)
2 years $40.00  (regular $62.50)

Margriet or Libelle with De Nederlandse COURANT:
1 year  $125.00  (regular $160.00)
2 years $220.00  (regular $280.00)

Mail your info with your cheque to:
De Nederlandse COURANT

2110 Hunt Crescent, Burlington ON   L7M 2N9

"*Include this ad with your order.

Mail your name and address with your cheque to::

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lest we forget that 
Life begins at Conception 

905-648-4451
Providing personal, professional 

real estate service in the Hamilton 
area for over 35 years.

Email: 
 fredhagen@royallepage.ca

www.fredhagen.ca

Fred Hagen Broker 

Classifieds

DEADLINE Christian Courier is published on the 
second and forth Mondays of the month. Dead-
line is 13 days prior to publication date.
RATES: All personal and family announcements: 
$6.00 per square inch. Display advertising re. busi-
nesses and organizations: $7.00 per square inch. 
SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
e-mail: admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail: 2 Aiken St. St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8

See website for more information:
christiancourier.ca

http://www.dykstrabros.com
mailto:admin%40christiancourier.ca?subject=Business%20Directory
http://www.dignitymemorial.ca/hulse-english-funeral-home-chapel/en-us/index.page
mailto:gary%40garyvaneyk.ca?subject=
http://www.weblocal.ca/ramakers-imports-inc-st-catharines-on.html
mailto:ramakersimports%40bellnet.ca?subject=
mailto:bert%40bakkerlaw.ca?subject=
mailto:richard%40haalboom.ca?subject=Re%3A%20Christian%20Courier%20ad
mailto:richard%40haalboom.ca?subject=Re%3A%20Christian%20Courier%20ad
mailto:richard%40haalboom.ca?subject=
http://www.meesterinsurance.com
http://www.meesterinsurance.com
http://www.jerrysautobody.ca/
http://www.downtownguelph.com/directory.php?b=81
https://plus.google.com/100975694782040589729/about?gl=ca&hl=en
mailto:admin%40christiancourier.ca?subject=Business%20Directory
http://www.linkcharity.ca
http://www.voortman.com/
mailto:fredhagen%40royallepage.ca?subject=


octoBEr 28, 2013

Events/Advertising

PAGE 19

CALENDAR OF EvENTS 
Oct 31-Nov 2 Andreas Center Conference. Dordt 

College. More info at: dordt.edu/events/confer-
ence2013/

Nov 2 Jeremy Zeyl CD Release Concert at Talbot 
Street Church in London, Ont.  See ad for 
details.

Nov 3 The Christian Reformed Church of Alliston, 
Ont. celebrating 60 years.  Service of celebra-
tion followed by fellowship.

Nov 10 Grace CRC Scarborough, Ont. celebrat-
ing 50 years. Former members and friends 
are invited for a celebration service, light lunch 
and program Sunday. See gracecrc.com for 
updates.

Nov 8-15  The Ambassadors Christian Male 
Chorus with special guests from Holland, the 
‘Hi-Five’ woodwind quintet will be in concert.  
See ad.

Nov 14 The 20th Annual Church and Charity Law 
Seminar will be hosted by Carters Professional 
Corporation at Portico Community Church, Mis-
sisauga, Ont.  Details online at carters.ca/pub/
seminar/chrchlaw/2013/brochure.htm

SPECIAL FRIENDSHIP CONCERT TOUR
Ambassadors Christian Male Chorus

Harold de Haan director
with guests from Holland

‘Hi-Five’ woodwind quintet will present

CONCERTS
Nov 8 – United Church, 137 King St, Burford, ON

Nov 9 – Knox Presb. Church, 59 Riddell St, Woodstock, ON
Nov 10 – First CRC, 181 Charlton Ave W, Hamilton, ON

Nov 12 – Holland Christian Homes, 7900 McLaughlin Rd, Brampton, ON
Nov 14 – Shalom Manor, 12 Bartlett Ave, Grimsby, ON

Nov 15 – Reformed Church, 74 Wellington St. S,  Drayton, ON
Nov 16 – Mountainview CRC, 290 Main St E, Grimsby, ON

All concerts at 7:30 pm. except First CRC
Hamilton concert is at 3 pm.

Freewill offering
Community music for enjoyment 
and Christian encouragement.

MERIT HOSTED TOURS
PERU   12 nights  April 12 2014 $3995.00
        incl. 2 meals daily, 3-4 star hotels
TUSCANY  25 nights  March 2 2014  $4745.00 
        incl. 3 nights ROME
CHINA, deluxe  15 days   May 8 2014   $3700.00
        incl. river cruise

Includes airfare and taxes.  Based on double occupancy

CD Release Concert
Saturday, November 2 at 7:30pm

at Talbot Street Church,  
513 Talbot Street in London, ON.  

The free concert features local musicians 
alongside Jeremy and his wife, Lara Schat-
Zeyl.  A free-will offering will be taken in support 
of this ongoing ministry.  Come and experience 
the beauty of this ancient text set to modern 
music…and sing a couple of songs with us!  

For more info: 519-204-1891  
or jeremyzeyl@gmail.com

 
Grace CRC of 
Scarborough 

(Toronto)
50th Anniversary 

Celebration

November 10, 2013 – 10:00 am worship service 
followed by a light lunch and a special program.

All friends and former members invited.
416-293-0373 gracecrc@planeteer.com

www.gracecrc.com.

The Christian 
Reformed Church 

of Alliston 
(Ontario)

is thankful for God’s guiding and sustaining 
strength for 60 years of ministry.

Nov.1953-Nov.2013

On Nov. 3rd D.V. there will be a service  
of Celebration followed by Fellowship.

Church Office 705-435-6522  
allistoncrc@bellnet.ca 

IRELAND COACH TOUR
Fully escorted by Yvonne Mulder

MAY 13-23, 2014
Join us for Christian fellowship on this 10 night tour which will 
highlight the beauty of Southern Ireland from Dublin, including 
Waterford, Kinsal, Killarney, Bunratty, Galway and Malahide. 

$3298.00* total per person based on double occupancy
*Includes roundtrip air transportation from Toronto with Air Canada Rouge, 9 nights 
deluxe accommodations, motor coach transportation, all taxes, sightseeing costs, most 
meals, gratuities and roundtrip transfers from Hamilton to the Toronto Airport. Land ar-
rangements are provided by Enchanted Tours.

 For more information please contact: YVONNE MULDER
Direct line: 905-807-1348      Email at: ymulder@tpi.ca

Web: tpiworldwide.com/yvonnemuldertpi/
TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS INTERNATIONAL
4 ROBERT SPECK PKWY 15TH FLR,   MISSISSAUGA  ON   L4Z 1S1 
PH: 905-896-6948                                                        TICO #1576226

Tour & Cruise Alaska 
Fairbanks to Vancouver

12 Nights 
Depart 2 June 2014

Visit Fairbanks, Denali, Mt. McKinley, 
Anchorage, Whittier, Hubbard Glacier, Glacier Bay, Skagway, Juneau, 
Ketchikan 

Starting at $ 2304.62 Cad. Incl. all taxes
Limited space for this price .BOOK TODAY!

Join us for Christian Fellowship,Devotions & Singalongs
Sundays Worship service provided

Hosted by Ralph &Grace Visscher
1-800-811- 2388                gracevisscher@shaw.ca

The Committee “Netherlands Bazaar” 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all contributors, volunteers and 

supporters of the October 5th 2013 Netherlands Bazaar. 

This community spirit is what makes the Netherlands 
Bazaar such a special event every two years, an event 
that many of us eagerly look forward to. It is an opportunity 
to work together for a great cause – namely to help people 
significantly less fortunate than ourselves. 

If you know of a family of Dutch heritage in Ontario in real 
need, we would like to hear from you before November 
15th, in order that we may surprise them with a food parcel 
this holiday season. 

Please note that our registered charitable standing was 
granted on the condition that all recipient families are of 
Dutch heritage. Even with this restriction we are always 
hard-pressed to meet the needs of those who qualify. Each 
year we have to carefully select the needy who will receive 
support. For each recipient a questionnaire has to be 
completed and signed by the contact person. 

Please forward all requests to the following address by 
November 15th, and we will forward a questionnaire to you 
to be completed: Mrs. G. Spaans, Committee Netherlands 
Bazaar, 15 Pavillion St., Unionville ON L3R 1N8. 

The following committee members may also be notified by 

phone:  
Gé Spaans (905) 477-1243,  
Jannie Thomas (416) 498-8706, 
Dia Pos (905-854-5102),  
Henny deCloe (416-222-1677), 
Nellie Kamerman (905-884-6939)
or Holly de Jong 416-759-5472.

We thank you from the bottom of our hearts because it is 
thanks to you that we have been able to raise once again, 
despite these tough economic times, the overwhelming 
amount of $120,000.00. 

For the Committee, 
Gé Spaans, 
Email: committee@netherlandsbazaar.com
Website:www.netherlandsbazaar.com

THANK YOU-THANK YOU
Netherlands Bazaar again raises $120,000.00!!

http://www.carters.ca/pub/seminar/chrchlaw/2013/brochure.htm
http://www.carters.ca/pub/seminar/chrchlaw/2013/brochure.htm
http://www.meesterinsurance.com
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christiAn couriEr

Ann Voskamp
When i sat under a tree in Africa for 

true Love Baptist church’s sunday 
school class, sat in the class with our spon-
sored child, Anna – a class that had no mil-
lion dollar roof, no walls, no chalkboard 
or crayons, papers, flash, glitz or gloss  – 
just one tree and one grinning compassion 
teacher with a falling apart Bible – i could 
hear your restlessness, north American 
church.

You don’t wait until you have more be-
fore you give to God – you give now so 
you get to become more in God. the chil-
dren are all smiling and singing and there’s 
all this light coming like dappled deliver-
ance through the leaves.

“Bring your only mango to Jesus,” the 
compassion teacher’s waving his hands in 
extravagant joy. “Bring your one handful 
of beans, bring your one heart overflowing 
with song.” It’s not having much that 
makes you rich – it’s the giving much that 
makes you rich. Give and you are the rich.

And i’m sitting under a tree in Africa 
with the richest in the world and it’s not 
Bill Gates and it’s not Warren Buffet and 
it’s not Mark Zuckerberg and it’s not the 
family with two cars, a flat screen tele-
vision and one week at Disney. it’s a 
bunch of kids in Africa in ripped shirts and 
torn shoes, who have no knives or forks 
and sleep on floors.

It’s only the people who give sacrifi-
cially who get to live richly. 

And i bow my sorry head.

It is us
there is a whole Esther Generation 

and it is us who are done with our church 

buildings rising like these seemingly in-
different, polished towers toward the sky, 
right in the face of our brothers and sisters 
drinking down muddied water, crowded 
into living quarters smaller than our bath-
rooms, barely scraping together enough 
food to stave off relentless hunger pangs.

there’s a whole Esther Generation and 
it is us who are done with hardly even 
remembering them, let alone praying for 
them.

i am standing in Africa and there’s a 
whole Esther Generation and it is us who 
are done with easy, who say to the north 
American church:

Be concerned for the poor – but be no 
less concerned for us rich who claim not to 
be rich so we can excuse ourselves from 
giving.

Be con-
cerned for the 
poor – but no 
less concerned 
for us who 
have done just 
enough to as-
suage our consciences, just enough to pat 
ourselves on the back, but not enough that 
we’ve ever felt sacrifice. 

Be concerned for the poor – but be no 
less concerned for us who aren’t – because 
someday we will face Christ.

i am standing in Africa and you can 
hear the whole north American church, 
rising up, crying out: What if caring for 
the poor was more than just caring about 
easing our consciences? What if caring 
for the poor meant feeling sacrifice for the 
poor?  What if we weren’t really feeling 
care for the poor – until we were really 

feeling sacrifice for them?
north American church, it is time: We 

are all done with no-risk, no-sacrifice, no-
point lives.

it is time: We are all done with the drug 
of comfortable and dare to live the dream 
of uncomfortable.

it is time: We’re all hungry for uncom-
fortable because we’re hungry for God – 
and he is outside of our comfort zones.

This. Is. What. Faith. Is.

What is a life?
our compassion sponsored child, 

Anna, she slips to the front of the church, 
before the Pastor offers communion.

She whispers the first line of a skit: 
“Madame, Madame – What is a Life to 
Love?”

i sort of can’t 
believe i am sit-
ting here, hear-
ing this. And her 
sister steps up be-
side her, “Do you 
not know, sister? 

having many beautiful things, this is a 
Life to Love.”  And Anna shakes her head.

“Sister, this is not it.” Anna smiles to-
ward us and i smile back, blink it back. 
her sister throws her arms back in disgust.

And Anna asks another little girl, 
“Madame, Madame, What is a Life to 
Love?”

And a girl in a brave and dirtied white 
dress says her piece, “Do you not know, 
sister? having much money, this is a Life 
to Love.” And the whole congregation 
shakes their heads knowingly and i keep 
smiling liquid at Anna. And the girl in the 

white little dress throws her arms back in 
despair.

And then Anna moves her sister with 
arms flung back to stand in front of her 
friend with her arms thrown back  – and 
there they are, on a sunday morning in 
Africa: the seeking with arms spread open 
like a cross.

the child we sponsored on Valentine’s 
Day in 2008, she whispers it on a sunday 
morning in uganda in 2013: “this, my 
friends, this is what Love is.”

“A life laid down is a Life to Love.”
And something inside me hurts and 

doesn’t, and that is us, a whole Esther 
Generation making itself like a cross. 
time’s beating it certain, in time with my 
heart:  Give away only a little now and 
enjoy most of your money to the most – 
and what you really get is to be beggars 
for all eternity.

And the north American church 
stretches open its arms willingly, the way 
the hungry are fed when they open hands 
wide.  

 
Named by christian-

ity today as one of the 
50 Women most shaping 

church and culture today, 
Ann Voskamp is the author 

of the New York Times 
Bestseller, one thousand Gifts: a Dare to 

Live Fully right Where You Are, and a 
newest release, the Greatest Gift: unwrap-

ping the Full Love story of christmas. A 
mother to six crazy and wonderful kids, and 
wife to one hard-working farmer, she blogs 

at aholyexperience.com

A letter to the North American Church: Because it is time 

What if caring for the poor was 
more than just caring about 
easing our consciences? 

http://www.aholyexperience.com/2013/06/an-internet-love-story-part-1-how-to-live-free/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2013/06/an-internet-love-story-part-1-how-to-live-free/
https://www.compassion.ca/events/ann-voskamp-visits-uganda-with-compassion-june-13-21-2013
https://www.compassion.ca/events/ann-voskamp-visits-uganda-with-compassion-june-13-21-2013
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2013/06/why-you-are-where-you-are-for-such-a-time-as-this/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2013/06/why-you-are-where-you-are-for-such-a-time-as-this/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2013/06/why-you-are-where-you-are-for-such-a-time-as-this/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2012/07/the-1-thing-you-really-have-to-know-about-your-family/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2012/08/because-if-us-christians-really-care-and-we-really-do-right/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2012/08/because-if-us-christians-really-care-and-we-really-do-right/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2012/08/because-if-us-christians-really-care-and-we-really-do-right/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2012/07/when-compassion-becomes-a-gold-rush-2/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2013/06/an-internet-love-story-part-1-how-to-live-free/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2013/06/an-internet-love-story-part-1-how-to-live-free/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2013/06/an-internet-love-story-part-1-how-to-live-free/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2013/06/an-internet-love-story-part-1-how-to-live-free/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2013/06/an-internet-love-story-part-1-how-to-live-free/
http://www.aholyexperience.com/2013/06/an-internet-love-story-part-1-how-to-live-free/
http://www.compassion.com/sponsor_a_child/default.htm?referer=132168
http://biblehub.com/1_john/3-16.htm
http://www.aholyexperience.com



