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Mike Wevers
Canadian political pundits 

have been watching the careers 
of once well-respected senators 
suffer irreparably over expense 
scandals, which have the Conser-
vative government reeling from 
alleged cover-ups as they try to 
contain the damage. But whatever 
long-term damage Prime Minister 
Harper and his party have suffered, 
they certainly would not want to 
trade places with their conservative 
counterparts in the United States.

The Republican Party, the Grand 
Old Party of Lincoln, Eisenhower 
and Reagan, has dropped to new 
depths in opinion polls. Over 75 
percent of Americans blame the Re-
publicans for October’s government 
shutdown, as well as for the inter-
national stigma of the once-mighty 
United States economy coming 
within a whisker of defaulting on 
its debt. In a last ditch effort to stop 
Obamacare, the Republican Party, 
controlling the House of Repre-
sentatives, at the behest of its Tea 
Party faction, entered into a game 
of political brinksmanship with the 
Democrats, led by President Obama 
and the Democrat-controlled Sen-
ate. To put it mildly, the Tea Party 
lost big time.

How America votes
How have the Republicans 

been able to maintain control of 
the House of Representatives, and 
thereby give a disproportionate 
voice to the Tea Party bloc, without 
having the support of the majority 
of Americans? It is easy to point 
a finger at that staple of political 
subterfuge – gerrymandering. Af-

ter every United States decennial 
census, the 435 electoral districts, 
which each send one representa-
tive to Congress, are redistricted to 
reflect population changes (except 
for those seven states which only 
send one representative).

In a majority of states, the state 
legislature controls the redistricting 
plans. The majority of the states are 
held by the Republican Party, which 
is able to set electoral boundaries 
to maximize the chance of Repub-
lican incumbents being returned to 
Congress. The 2010 Census led to 
a redrawn political map in 2012. 
Where Tea Party supporters were 
able to gain control of the party ap-
paratus in those districts, they were 
able to return their supporters to 
Congress. And if those representa-
tives want to be re-elected in 2014 
– or in the case of John Boehner, 
keep his House Speaker role – they 
toe the Tea Party line.

Senators, on the other hand, are 
popularly elected. Each state gets 
to send two senators in staggered 

voting, so about one-third of the 
Senate is re-elected in every two-
year voting cycle. They are voted 
state-wide, so districts really don’t 
matter, and lessen the need of 
Republican senators to heed Tea 
Party admonitions. In October, 
then, moderate Republican sena-
tors joined Democrat senators in 
supporting a Senate bill, giving 
the bill 81 yes votes out of 100, 
which put the government back to 
work and raised the debt ceiling.

Brinksmanship gained the Re-
publicans and its Tea Party faction 
very little and they lost much. The 
Affordable Care Act will move 
forward to deliver Obamacare, 
even if there are administrative 
challenges to overcome. The 
Democrats, led by their president, 
were able to get most economists 
and market leaders to join them in 
condemning the Republican strat-
egy to wait until the last minute to 
raise the debt ceiling for American 
borrowing. Failing to raise the 

Daryl DeKlerk
This spring my wife and I trav-

elled to the Middle East to deepen 
our knowledge of God’s word and 
world. In addition to exploring 
biblical history throughout Turkey 
and Israel, I was keen to consider 
the matter of Christian-Muslim 
relations. An estimated 500,000 
Muslims now live in the Greater 
Toronto Area alone. Many of us 
work or live beside them. I wanted 
to learn how to be a more graceful 
Christian witness to the Muslims I 
am getting to know, how to “always 
be prepared to give an answer . . . for 
the hope that [we] have, but do this 
with gentleness and respect” (1 Pet. 

3:15). Here are a few of the lessons 
I learned from the trip. 

Baywatch Christianity
In both countries I learned 

that some Muslims, and certainly 
Islamic extremists, mistakenly 
equate Christianity with Western 
culture, and and they therefore 
hold a low view of Christianity. 
They are angry that Western moral 
decadence has polluted their cul-
tures in many ways. If freedom 
means opening a Pandora’s box of 
cultural decay, they would rather 
have the stability of submission 
to Allah (Islam literally means 

Islam and graceful 
Christian witness

Whither the Grand Old Party in 
post-shutdown America?

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

The U.S. government is back to work, but support for the Tea Party has 
hit a new low. 

Istanbul's Hagia Sophia was initially a church (537), converted to a 
mosque (1453), then declared a museum (1931).

Many of us live and work beside Muslims; how can we witness to them graciously?
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debt ceiling, according to most economists, would have 
sent international markets into a tailspin. This will stand 
the Democrats in very good stead if the Republicans were 
to pursue the same strategy when future debt requirement 
changes are needed.

Harper showed the way
The Republican Party finds itself in much the same 

position as the Reform Party before it merged with the 
Progressive Conservatives to create the Conservative Party, 
who now governs Canada. The Reform Party had a right-
wing base, led primarily by Albertans in western Canada, 
which responded solidly to Preston Manning’s call “that 
the west wants in.” However, to get into government, the 
Reformists had to shed some of their more extreme right- 
wing positions and find compromise to attract more voters, 

primarily in central Canada (read: Ontario).
As recent history shows, this was successfully orches-

trated by the new leader of the nascent Party, Stephen 
Harper. His success owed no small part to what he is oft 
criticized for – being a control freak. He knew he had to stop 
the media critiques of policy positions that alienated voters 
seeking an alternative to the Liberals. Harper had to reign in 
members who strayed from the centrist tack he had chosen 
to get in to government. Reign in he did, and continues to do, 
by controlling most public policy communications through 
the Prime Minister’s Office. It is a simple control strategy: 
seek to strengthen the base by indicating to them that there 
is no real alternative, and avoid alienating those additional 
voters the party requires to keep power.

This strategy is one that the Republican Party must adopt 
if it wants to regain the presidency. There will be no new 
party akin to the merger in Canada, but they must find a 
policy wonk like Harper to move them to where the votes 
are. They have to develop a more centrist policy platform, 
where conservative principles can form the foundation 
but be adaptable to effect compromise when necessary. 
As the Reform Party had to break from its western base, 
the Republicans must regain some foothold in the coastal 
states, where they were virtually locked out in those Elec-
toral College-rich states in the last election, by appealing 
beyond middle America where Electoral College votes are 
just not enough. And you can be pretty certain that new 
leader is not Senator Ted Cruz from Texas who led the Tea 

Party faction, which orchestrated the failed brinksmanship 
strategy to defund Obamacare.

Looking to 2016
Late night talk show hosts mocked the Republicans at 

will, adding insult to injury to the Grand Old Party. One 
host quipped cynically that the Republicans didn’t lose 
everything; they gained “eight years of Hillary in the White 
House.” If the Republicans want to avoid handing the 
White House to Mrs. Clinton, or whoever is the Democrat 
standard bearer in 2016, they will need to adopt a strategy 
that will give them at least a chance. 

On Remembrance Day in Edmonton, 
Mike Wevers recognizes how much so 
many sacrificed so that we can enjoy 
freedoms that we often do not honour 

well in our lives or in the political arena. 

“submission”). One Muslim woman thought that the 1990s 
show Baywatch summed up Christian life and doctrine. She 
wasn’t familiar with enough Christians to know otherwise. 

This may be more common among Muslims than we 
would like for at least three reasons. First, with the unique 
exception of Turkey, Islam seeks control of every aspect 
of life under Allah, so Muslims often assume the same of 
Christianity. In other words, because Sharia law dictates 
everything, every cultural, political and military expression 
from the West must be Christian. Interestingly, Reformed 
Christians in the Dutch Kuyperian tradition can sympathize 
with the Islamic sensibility that all of life should be lived 
under the reign of God, but we don’t force this view upon 
everyone through the church or government (see the 1958 
amendment to the CRC’s version of the Belgic Confes-
sion, art. 36). The shadow side is that we, too, grieve the 
immoralities that individual freedom spawns. 

Second, the presence of Christians in both Israel and 
Muslim countries, although long-standing since the first 
century, has decreased precipitously over the last several 
decades. Yet non-Christians (Jews, Muslims or otherwise) 
need godly Christians in their lives in order to experience 
the grace and truth of Christ through his body, the church. 
Christians in the West tend to shy away from Muslims, but 
a tremendous witness for Christ is gained by simply show-
ing interest in them and purposefully rubbing shoulders. 

Third, the spread of secular humanism in the west hap-
pened so breathtakingly fast by historical standards that I can 
appreciate why a Muslim might confuse Christianity with 
Western culture. Truly what once was a largely Christian 
West has gone wrong in many ways. Hence, one point of 
contact Christians have with Muslims is our mutual disdain of 
secular humanism and the resulting ungodliness. We can work 
together in healthy ways for what we both consider good. 

The tides of history 
The 20th century saw a dramatic shift in the flow of in-

fluence in the Middle East. In the 1400s the largely Christian 
Byzantine Empire fell to the advancing Islamic influence. It was 
an awful blow to the worldwide Christian community, since 

most conversions to 
Islam were by force 
or financial coer-
cion (higher taxes 
and fewer jobs for 
Christians, for ex-
ample, as is the case 
in Israel today for Christians). In 1453 the Byzantine capital 
of Constantinople was renamed Istanbul, the heart of the new 
Islamic Ottoman Empire, and the 900-year-old Hagia Sophia 
(Church of Holy Wisdom) was remodelled as a mosque. 

But through the ensuing centuries, corruption, largess and 
regional rebellion ate away at the Ottoman Empire’s influence. 
In WWI the Ottomans sided with the Germans, which sealed 
their fate when the war ended. What remained of the Ottoman 
influence in the Middle East was divided between British, Rus-
sian and French influence. So for the last 100 years, Muslims 
have felt the constant presence of the West, even in propping 
up vicious dictators with billions in military aid. 

The Arab Spring is now undoing some of that, which 
is one reason Christians there now find themselves in the 
cross-hairs. I’m shaken to the core by dear brothers and 
sisters in the Lord under that terrible persecution. As I write, 
another 85 died from suicide bombers in Pakistan targeting 
an Anglican worship service. Such violence comes straight 
from the Quran’s vehemence against the “Infidels,” a fright-
ening reality of a religion birthed in violence. For instance, 
Muhammad wrote, “Those who invent a lie against Allah 
will never prosper. . . . We make [the Christians] taste the 
severest Penalty for their blasphemies” [Surah 10, 68-70]. 

Thankfully, by God’s common grace to restrain evil, 
the majority of Muslims are peace-loving people, seeking 
above all to love and provide for their families. That is 
not to say that Muslims don’t need Christ for their eternal 
salvation – they do. And it’s not to say that they could never 
be incited by self-interest to the worst kinds of violence; 
history has shown otherwise. But just like I don’t want 
Muslims to think I’m a dispensationalist (see sidebar), 
neither should I paint all of them with one brush. 

Continued on page 16

Dispensational barrier 
Eschatology, the study of end-time prophecy, has 

been skewed within Christianity for the last 150 years 
by the rise of premillenial dispensationalism in some 
Protestant denominations. 

Dispensationalists’ literal interpretation of metaphor-
ical references in Revelation, such as the battle of Arma-
geddon in Megiddo, Israel (Revelation 16:16), dovetailed 
with US foreign policy post WWII, at a time when 
Western guilt over its anti-Semitism was understandably 
high. The West favoured Israel at the blatant expense of 
others, especially Muslims, but strangely also at great 
cost to hundreds of thousands of Palestinian Christians.

Hence, the displaced Muslims of the Middle East have 
viewed US/Israeli influence in the region as round two of 
the Crusades, and so we’ve seen a rising tide of resentment 
across the Muslim world against the “Christian” roots 
behind it. Thankfully Reformed Christians, as with most 
of the world’s Christian denominations, don’t hold to dis-
pensational views. We speak of the future as being in God’s 
hands, not our own, and we don’t need our eschatology 
to justify an addiction to sabre-rattling. We can encourage 
our politicians in the way of biblical justice and love for 
both rich and poor. We can show grace and speak truth to 
Muslims and Jews alike, as the CRC’s World Renew is 
presently doing with aid for tens of thousands of Syrian 
refugees. In this way we earn a hearing with the world’s 
Muslims, helping them to see that dispensationalism does 
not characterize all of Christianity. 

Further info
Before the trip I read two books to 

deepen my historical awareness of the 
Middle East, the second of which I 
especially recommend: Islamic Imper-
ialism, by Efraim Karsh, a Jewish his-
torian from the University of London, 
England; and Making War in the Name 
of God, by Christopher Catherwood, an unapologetic 
Christian historian at Cambridge University. 

Islam and graceful Christian witness continued

Whither the Grand Old Party continued

Tea Party favourite Sen. Ted Cruz is known for fighting Obamacare.

Restored mosaic in the Hagia Sophia: 
Jesus’ gesture here represents the trinity.
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I blame it on being Dutch. 
After all, when you come from 

a culture that reclaims land from 
the sea and manicures practically 
every blade of grass in the country, 
you can’t help but be a bit tidy. But 
there’s a fine line between being 
“neat” and being “obsessive,” and, 

a few weeks back, I clog-danced across that line. 
It happened one night when I was sitting in my 

living room, focused on work deadlines, and looked 
around me. 

Where others would see comfortable couches, a 
fireplace, a warm cup of coffee and flowers neatly ar-
ranged, I only saw dust, dirt and smudges. normally, I 
would simply get up and straighten the room. But the 
more I looked around the house, the more chaos I saw. 

In my brand-new kitchen I saw sinks that needed 
to be polished, specks of fly-dirt on the windowsill, 
hand-prints on the stainless steel fridge. Looking 
outside, I saw my brand-new car and fixated on the 
mud flecked up behind the wheel wells. Why, I won-
dered, had I ordered it in BLACK, of all colours? The 
more I looked around, the more helpless I felt. My 
heart started thumping in my chest. And, instead of 
cleaning anything, I paced the house, wringing my 
hands and cursing everything I owned. 

A few weeks later, I found myself sitting in a 
circle with seven other people and announcing: “My 
name is Lloyd, and I’m a perfectionist.” 

now, if you’re like me – or rather, like I was – 
you’ll wonder what the big deal is. Many of us are 
neat freaks. But in my case, it had gotten well beyond 
that – I obsessed over every imperfection I saw in 
my surroundings. And not just the physical space 
but about myself as well. Every grey hair, every line, 
every extra pound was an invitation to go war: armed 
with hair dye, vitamin E cream and a vigorous run. 

Every Saturday I would get up at 6, run 10-15k, 
prepare breakfast and clean the house or work out-
side until dinner, after which I’d be back working 
on some other project. I left no time for family or 
friends, and very little for myself. I was sleeping less 
and less, and feeling more and more uptight about 
my house and my work. 

Conscientious or compulsive?
That’s the life of a perfectionist. It’s different from 

wanting to do your best. The pursuit of excellence is 
a positive thing – you do things because you’re good 
at them, or enjoy them, or get some sense of satisfac-
tion out of them when they are done. Perfectionism 

is the opposite. Perfectionists feel compelled to do 
things, derive no sense of satisfaction out of them, 
and never feel the job is done. Because it isn’t. It 
can’t be. 

If you find yourself looking at your job, and feel-
ing you’re never good enough at it – or at your body 
and thinking it’s never fit enough – or at your spouse 
or kids and seeing only their shortfalls – you may 
be a perfectionist. It’s about holding yourself up to 
an impossible, unattainable standard. It’s also about 
worrying about what others think and saying “if only 
I can show the world that I’ve got myself together, 
maybe I really will.” 

Brené Brown, in her book The Gifts of Imperfec-
tion, calls perfectionism a way to, “minimize painful 
feelings of shame, judgment and blame.” For those 
of us following the obsessive path of perfectionism 
(and probably trimming the hedges as we go), it may 
be good to remember that perfectionism can lead to 
restlessness, anger, poor health, broken relationships, 
lousy work performance and, above all, crippling 
anxiety. The kind that can only be fixed by intensive 
psychotherapy, prayer and antidepressants – or all 
three. 

When I was a kid, our principal had a sign in his 
office: “Christians aren’t perfect, just forgiven.” For 
those of us raised in faith, we accept our brokenness as 
an article of that faith. But embracing it – really under-
standing that we will always fall short in everything 
we do, in some way – that can be harder to accept. 
If we have a healthy Calvinist work ethic, it can be 
a challenge to look at a problem and say “this is just 
one tree in a forest, and together, they are beautiful” 
and not feel as though we need to manicure every one. 

For aspiring imperfectionists, though, it’s es-
sential. Office space available at 36 Secord Dr., St Catharines. 

Contact Ria at the St Catharines office.

ADVANCE NOTIFICATION:

ISRAEL & JORDAN TOUR
  March 13 – 25, 2014

Escorted by Rev. John Veenstra
Details available in September. 

If you are interested contact us:

VERSTRAETE TRAVEL & CRUISES
300 - 14845 Yonge St, Aurora ON L4G 6H8   Reg. #3367728

Tel 416 969-8100 or 1-800-565-9267 
email aurora@verstraete.com

St. Catharines Office: Tel 905-934-4414 or 1-800-405-6088
Visit us at www.verstraetetravel.com. 

Feel free to contact Pastor John Veenstra at 
jveenstra4@cogeco.ca if you have any questions about the tour.

Earl Clint Tour Sept.26 – 28: Philadelphia & Lancaster only $595
Contact St. Catharines office.

Aspiring to imperfection 
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Christ @ Culture
Lloyd Rang
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Technically Speaking
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Intangible Things
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Cathy Smith
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SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

Melissa Kuipers

“Hello, my name is ____, and I'm a perfectionist.” 

Lloyd Rang lives in Bowmanville, Ont.

We remember
next year, in June 

of 2014, it will be 100 
years since “the shot that 
echoed around the world” 
killed Austro-Hungarian 
heir Franz Ferdinand and 
began the First World War. 
Aptly named “The Great 
War” in October 1914 by 
Macleans magazine, it 
took the lives of 9 million 
combatants – the fifth-deadliest conflict in world history. That 
distinction was surpassed two decades later by the Second World 
War, which resulted in over 50 million deaths worldwide. 

This issue of Christian Courier remembers those Canadians who 
served in World War I (page 12), and shares the Dutch perspective 
of the Holocaust and of the War in the Indies (page 13). Plus, why 
an Ottawa-based indie band has a new song about the bombing of 
Rotterdam and an unlikely WWII friendship (page 9).

We ask the God of compassion to watch over Canadian veterans, 
soldiers and military families, to shelter them and grant them peace. 

We also pray for the safety and well-being of Military Chaplains, 
including the 19 supported by the Christian Reformed Church in 
north America. Two are currently serving the Canadian Forces: 
one in Edmonton, Alta. and the other in Richelain, Que.

“May their dedication and honour  
Be remembered as a blessing
From generation to generation. 
Blessed are You,
Protector and Redeemer,
Our Shield and our Stronghold” (Alden Solovy).

– Editor
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Angela Reitsma Bick
It’s been a long two months of 

homelessness for our family, ever since 
God answered prayer with a new teach-
ing job for Allan, my husband. In the 
last week of August, when the unex-
pected opportunity came, we said “yes” 
– even though it meant packing up and 

moving cities immediately. I tried not to panic. The kids 
were shell-shocked when they heard the news.  

The truth is, I didn’t want to leave Barrie. We moved 
seven times in the first five years of marriage, never stop-
ping long enough to put down roots. But Barrie’s been 
our home now for seven years – a house that’s welcomed 
two new babies and mourned another, in the only city 
our kids have known.

So I was frozen, those first days. Allan left ahead of us. 
I had some seriously unhappy children to prep for attend-
ing a new school, and a whole house to pack up and stage 
for sale in eight days. I wasn’t even sure it could be done. 
I remember praying, “This belongs to you, God. I will 
go. But you’re in charge of the details.” It was a strange 
and stubborn prayer, since usually I like organizing life 
myself. I should have known, however, that God thrives 
on details. Consider the lily, and you could even argue that 
he shows off when it comes to minutiae. 

God answered that prayer by sending help, a river of 
support. It carried us completely. Our minister mentioned 
on Sunday morning that we needed boxes. By Monday 
evening, we’d been given over 150. One woman drove 
across town to deliver just three. A cousin took two days 
off work and marshaled the girls into sorting their trea-
sures. A friend came with fresh coffee and dedicated 
two afternoons to packing only books. Men from church 
stopped by to move heavy things and haul away yard 
things. I will never forget the kindness of one man, who 
arrived to dismantle a bunk bed during our toddler’s nap-
time. Bunk bed and crib were in same room, but – unde-
terred – he worked in complete silence, grabbing screws 
before they fell, and baby slept on, oblivious to our tight 
deadline. Our parents gardened and whisked away house 
plants. A sister drove eight hours to help. Women from 
church brought muffins, brought meals, took the kids or 
stayed to pack and paint and clean (even after we left). 

As it turns out, a house can’t be packed in eight days. 
not really. not under normal circumstances. But when 
God sends his angel armies, more is possible than you 
might think.

Help unlooked for
I’ve rattled off “God-of-the-angel-armies” countless 

times – Peterson’s lovely paraphrase of “Lord Almighty” 
(NIV) and “Lord of hosts that dwelleth between the 
cherubims” (KJV). It’s God’s #hashtag, occurring over a 
hundred times in Isaiah and Jeremiah, usually as prophetic 
prelude: “A message from God-of-the-angel-armies.” 
Listen up. 

But I read the phrase without truly realizing that God’s 
angel armies are not all other-worldly. When the Church 
rises up to help those in need, it’s responding to God’s call 

to active duty. This August we met members of that army. 
“The church community – ” as my friend Mel put it, 

“you kind of forget about it. You take it for granted, until 
you need it. And then, it’s there.” Holding you up.

Like Aaron and Hur, I thought, stepping in when Mo-
ses’ strength gave out (Ex. 17:12). Using their own arms 
to hold up a brother’s. Did Moses ask for help? Was Aaron 
paying such close attention that he recognized the moment 
of need? After receiving bread from heaven and seeing 
water pour forth from bare rock, this may have struck the 
Israelites as a mundane miracle – kept his arms up until 
sunset. Big deal. But don’t forget the correlation to beating 
the Amalekites. It signified victory, those hands held up to 
the throne of God. 

This was post-Egypt, pre-Promised Land; the Israelites 
were in limbo. After living out of a suitcase this long, I 
can relate – although 12 weeks is nothing compared to 40 
years. And we’re living in the nicest limbo ever: as (noisy) 
long-term houseguests of another generous angel. There 
aren’t enough thank-you cards in the country to acknowl-
edge the flood of kindness we’ve been shown these past 
months.

Foot soldiers
The night before Day One at a new school (which we’d 

never even visited), I tried to comfort two teary-eyed girls 
at bedtime with another desperate prayer: “May God send 
his angels before and behind you. May you feel safe in a 
strange place.” 

The next morning in the school yard was a mother’s 
worst nightmare. Students were supposed to line up by 
grade, which meant I had to choose which daughter to 
stand beside. Two upturned, scared faces, each begging 
me to stay with her. I was frozen again.  

At that moment, out of the blue, my mom and older 
sister arrived to attend the opening assembly. I could 
have cried with relief as that meant each girl could have a 
familiar face accompany her inside, and an aunt could stay 
with the baby. Once again God answered my prayer to the 
letter – the girls were surrounded, before and behind, by 
angels they knew.  

It was another reminder that the Lord of hosts who 
dwells between cherubims also directs traffic here on 
earth. Our Almighty God controls angel armies. And they 
are not always invisible. 

I have seen them. 
Angela Reitsma Bick is currently house-hunting 

in between editing in Bowmanville, Ont. 
You can email her at editor@christiancourier.ca. 

Held up by angels

Benjamin helps pack.

God sent help, a river of support. 
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Rita Klein-Geltink (“A dirty job,” Sept. 9 Christian Courier) notes that the “CRCnA 
[Christian Reformed Church in north America] has been searching for a new Executive 
Director for over a year now, with no indication that we are getting any closer to filling 
the position.” I have some suggestions as to why the job description as posted may not 
work, which I’d like to illustrate in this open letter to Mr. Loren veldhuizen, Chair of the 
Executive Director Search Committee of the CRCnA.

Dear Loren,
Thank you for the opportunity of contributing to the discussion process in finding a 

new executive director for the CRCnA. I will keep my comments brief, but that also may 
make them more direct or brusque than I might if I were to write reams.  

Put bluntly: everything in the job description is “right on the mark.” This is its weak-
ness. I cannot imagine a candidate saying, “Oh, I am not good at nurturing ‘a shared and 
vibrant vision’; you see, I am rather a loner and quite a ho-hum, maintenance-type person.”

nor would any candidate in her/his right mind say, “Well, spiritual humility and moral 
integrity aren’t my thing.” My experience in Christian organizations leads me to believe 
that dictatorial sorts and one-man-types always say that they stand for servant leader-
ship and collaborative action. So that’s Comment #1: A description of an ideal candidate 
doesn’t really narrow the search down that much. 

Comment #2:  A number of the words (not mentioned so far) to describe a leader come 
from the corporate world and function as buzz-words in a managerial mode. Of course, 
“collaborative” is one of them (already mentioned). Everyone knows, sort-of, what 
“outcome-based implementation strategies” means, and would be in favour if the phrase 
means “and things will change according to plan and be somehow measurable” (although 
who actually measures these things and how is never quite clear to me).  

Similarly with a director’s job of drawing people into a “growing consensus.” I ear-
nestly desire that but can’t figure out how that can happen except by some pretty basic 
steps such as “being gentle but principled” and “visiting lots of folks and communities.”  
I wish the job description had said those things. 

 
Final suggestions 

It wouldn’t hurt to have the application give the principles and values and vision for 
the CRCnA in terms that would allow discussion and wouldn’t disallow him/herself for 
being forthright.   

Let the committee work together to see just what its own consensus vision is and put 
that into the document. Let the committee tell its stories of frustrations with servants 
who weren’t servants, of forceful people who were!, and its joys and sorrows, giving as 
many details as is ethically proper. Finally, perhaps you could shoehorn a little space in 
The Banner and Christian Courier to include two articles called, “Boy, is this ever a hard 
job,” and “Wow! What an exciting job.”

Thanks for listening to this input. I offer it with respect for you, its chair. I think the 
addition of a few visionary word-smiths, fire-breathers all, would help the committee. I 
wish you excitement as well as peace as you go about your work. 

Curt Gesch 
Telkwa, B.C.

Dear CRC Search Committee
The necessity of the separate existence 

of the Disability Concerns Ministry of 
the CRC is amply, though unwittingly, il-
lustrated by Rita Klein-Geltink’s musings 
in “A dirty job” (Sept. 9). Even though 
big strides have been made [with physical 
disabilities], much is left to be done if Dis-
ability Concerns is to be the voice of those 
who, for whatever reason, have no voice.

Which leads me to the matter of mental 
illnesses. 

Where [in our congregations] are those 
tortured by schizophrenia, those burdened 
by bi-polar illness, or “simply” by depres-
sion? Christine Guth of the Anabaptist 
Disability network recently referred to 
depression as the “no Casserole Disease.” 
This term could also be used for those with 
long term disabilities: the flow of tuna cas-
seroles has a way of drying up for those with 
long term diseases. Ask a person who has 

tried to cope with his disorder for over 20 
years where he is on the list of a church’s 
priorities! Too many folk fall through the 
cracks or simply leave!

We are a long way from achieving the 
vision of the Disability Concerns ministry 
formulated in the early 80s: “. . . a de-
nomination of congregations which, when 
gathered in worship and fellowship, will 
more clearly portray the guests assembled 
at the great banquet of Luke 14:15-24. The 
‘poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame’ 
will be able to get in and take part (em-
phasis added); and they will be joining in 
numbers even greater than their proportion 
in the larger society.”

Everybody Belongs, Everybody Serves?
The work will not be done until the Lord 

returns.
Hank Kuntz

Brampton, Ont.

I am grateful to Rita Klein-Geltink for 
raising an issue we frequently overlook 
(“A dirty job,” Sept. 9). It is far too routine 
for cause-driven creations to atrophy into 
self-perpetuating organisms (in some cases, 
a parasite). When this happens, the cause 
is no longer being served, and bureaucracy 
reigns supreme, and for its own sake.

But overturning bureaucracy just be-
cause we suspect it might have outlived its 
usefulness is no progress at all – it’s simply 
throwing out the proverbial baby because 
the bathwater has been around for a while.

I serve as a member of the Advisory 
Committee for the office of Disability 
Concerns. When I began serving, I did so 
tentatively, hoping this wasn’t just another 
of those self-perpetuating organisms. Over 
the years, I have been surprised by the ef-
fectiveness of this ministry, because:

1) From a central support base, it lever-
ages a decentralized network of liaisons and 
advocates to advance the cause.

2) It ministers to, supports, and guides all 
our churches at minimal cost, providing us 
access to best practices in disability ministry 
– a feat which would be unequivocally impos-
sible to support in a fully decentralized model.

3) It continues to be one of our strongest 
examples of ecumenical partnership with 
the Reformed Church of America, going so 
far as to host joint conferences and advisory 
committee meetings, and equipping church 
advocates to connect across denominational 
“borders.”

The effectiveness of the Disability Con-
cerns office is hard to ignore, especially when, 
in the book Disability Advocacy Among Re-
ligious Organizations, Eric Pridmore writes, 
“While the CRC is far from being perfect, 
its inclusion of disabled individuals can be 
viewed as a model for religious organiza-
tions to follow in its efforts to answer God’s 
call and seek God’s justice in this world.” 

Dan vander Plaats
Palos Heights, Ill.

CRC a model of disability advocacy

Pastor Rita Klein-Geltink has recently 
suggested the CRCnA should consider 
terminating some ministries and programs, 
such as Disability Concerns (DC), and fo-
cus on local activities (“A dirty job,” Sept. 
9). I quite agree [that we are becoming] 
more understanding of those with hidden 
disabilities. But it does not follow that DC 
should be terminated.

DC has three employees – full-time Di-
rector and two part-time admin assistants. 
Its activities are focused largely on the work 
of more than 600 Church Advocates in the 
congregations (of which I am one), who 
are unpaid volunteers. So this program is 
not “top heavy”; it is these CAs who really 
form Disability Concerns. 

The two main tasks of these CAs are to 
identify the needs of church members af-
fected by disabilities and to inform church 
leaders of those needs, and to encourage the 
full inclusion of those members in the life 
of the church. If DC was terminated and 
the CAs retired, who in the congregation 
would see these tasks as a priority? Elders 
and deacons usually find them very chal-

lenging, and in many churches home visits 
are becoming less common. 

DC Canada holds a spring conference 
every year; we have a tri-annual newsletter 
specifically intended to help our CAs; and we 
keep a Handbook for Disability Advocates up 
to date. Equally important, new challenges 
periodically appear that are best considered 
and met in a context larger than the local 
church. DC also publishes Breaking Bar-
riers, widely regarded by those living with 
disabilities as “their voice.” We continue to 
reflect on such enduring questions as: How 
does the Gospel speak to the weak and vulner-
able? Where is God when we’re in difficulty? 

DC is presently collaborating with Dia-
conal Ministries Canada to address these 
challenges and work towards full integra-
tion of those with disabilities in the life 
of the church. Our emphasis will be on 
action and assistance at the local level. 
Those active locally should continue to be 
encouraged, and program suggestions and 
best practices should be widely circulated. 

John Cook
Chair, Disability Concerns Canada

Local volunteers are the heart of Disability Concerns

No church casseroles for mental illness
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STRASBOURG, France (CNS) 
– European pro-lifers celebrated a 
rare victory last month when the 
European Parliament voted not to 
advance a controversial draft re-
port that would promote abortion 
as a human right and “regulate and 
monitor” conscientious objection.

In a 351-319 vote, the parliament 
in Strasbourg sent the measure back 
to its committee on women’s rights 
and gender equality, an outcome 
its supporters attributed to “intense 
lobbying by right-wing religious 
and political conservatives.” The 
committee, which had approved 
the draft report last month, will now 
have to re-examine it. 

Opponents found much to dis-
like in the report on “sexual and 
reproductive health and rights,” 
including a clause stating that “as 
a human rights concern, abor-
tion should be made legal, safe 
and accessible to all.” Under the 
measure, member-states would 
be asked to “regulate and monitor 
the use of conscientious objection 
so as to ensure that reproductive 
health care is guaranteed as an 
individual’s right, while access to 
lawful services is ensured and ap-
propriate and affordable referrals 
systems are in place.”

The report also called on mem-
ber-states to ensure compulsory sex 
education for all children, which 
“must include the fight against ste-
reotypes and prejudices [and] shed 
light on gender and sexual orienta-
tion discrimination.” 

‘Don’t interfere’
Before the vote, the combined 

European Catholic bishops con-
ferences released a statement as-
serting that abortion does not fall 

within the EU’s jurisdiction. The 
group pointed to a key EU treaty 
stating that individual member-
states, not the EU, have respon-
sibility for “the definition of their 
health policy and for the orga-
nization and delivery of health 
services and medical care.” The 
bishops said, “In many E.U. mem-
ber states abortion is illegal. The 
EU should respect and not inter-
fere with decisions that do not fall 
within its sphere of competence.”

European Dignity Watch, a 
pro-life organization based in 
Brussels, said the parliamentary 
panel would now have the oppor-
tunity to revisit the document’s 
many problematic elements. “In 
the weeks leading up to the vote 
today, there has been growing 
awareness among MEPs of the 
deep problems related to an un-
derstanding of sexual and repro-
ductive health that puts hyper-
sexualization of children from the 
earliest age on, a ‘right to abor-
tion’ for all and a severe limitation 
of freedom of conscience at its 
center,” it said. “Today, parlia-
ment has sent a clear signal that 
this radical approach is not shared 
by the majority.” Society for the 
Protection of Unborn Children 
director John Smeaton also wel-
comed the outcome, and praised 

the U.K.-based group’s supporters 
who had lobbied MEPs. 

Citizens’ initiative
The vote coincided with the fi-

nal days of the signature-gathering 
stage of a European citizens’ ini-
tiative (ECI) seeking to end EU 
funding for abortion and research 
practices that destroy human em-
bryos. Under a new EU process 
designed to improve participatory 
democracy, a first group of regis-
tered ECIs had until november 1 
to obtain one million signatures in 
support of their particular cause, 
with a specified minimum num-
ber required from at least seven 
member-states. 

A pro-life ECI called “One of 
us” had more than 1.42 million sig-
natures in the last week of October 
and hoped to reach 1.5 million by 
the nov. 1 deadline. According to 
the ECI regulations, the EU’s ex-
ecutive commission then has three 
months to respond to an eligible 
initiative. Although the pro-life 
ECI was not directly connected 
to Tuesday’s parliamentary vote, 
European Dignity Watch execu-
tive director Sophia Kuby said the 
voices of the 1.4 million citizens 
who have supported the initiative 
were “heard and represented” in 
the parliamentary vote. 

MOMBASA, 
Kenya (CNS/
AFP) – In late 
October two 
Christian pas-
tors on Kenya’s 

coast were killed in separate at-
tacks, witnesses said. The murders 
happened two weeks after the 
killing of a Muslim preacher by 
an unknown person or persons, 
which sparked deadly riots in port 
city Mombasa. Authorities are not 
sure if the pastors’ murders were 
retaliation for the Muslim’s murder.

Pastor Charles Matole was found 

shot in the head as he was “sitting 
on a chair with a Bible on his lap,” 
apparently preparing for the Sunday 
morning service. “We found him 
with blood oozing from the head,” 
said choir member Morris Ali. no 
property had been taken from the 
church, Ali said. He also said that 
Matole had spoken of receiving 
death threats by text message. Ma-
tole was pastor of a church in Mom-
basa, Kenya’s second-largest city. 

In an apparently unrelated kill-
ing, Ebrahim Kidata, a Pentecostal 
pastor in the resort town of Kilifi 
(population 50,000), was the vic-

tim of strangulation. 
Kenya has a population of 43 

million, of which approximately 
45 percent are Protestant, 30 per-
cent are Catholic and 10 percent 
are Muslim. 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (ABP) – 
Southern Baptists’ new leader for 
public policy concerns is draw-
ing criticism from the “religious 
right” for public comments which 
critics say called for a truce in the 
American “culture wars.” The 
Southern Baptist church is the 
largest Protestant church in north 
America. 

Russell Moore, the 42-year-old 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission, said in a Wall Street 
Journal (WSJ) interview that it’s 
time for Christian leaders to tone 
down their rhetoric and pull back 
from partisan politics because of 
younger evangelicals’ “visceral 
recoil” against the culture wars.

“We are involved in the politi-
cal process, but we must always 
be wary of being co-opted by it,” 
Moore said in a 2,000-word WSJ 
story that contrasted his style with 
that of his predecessor, Richard 
Land. “Christianity thrives when it 
is clearest about what distinguish-
es it from the outside culture.”

Conservative groups such as 
the American Family Association 
(AFA) took strong exception to 
Moore’s views. “Since one man’s 
‘pullback’ is another’s ‘full-scale 
retreat,’ social conservatives have 
a right to raise questions about the 
new course Moore is setting for the 
SBC,” said Bryan Fischer, director 
of issues analysis for the AFA.

“Conservative Catholics are 
already expressing alarm at Pope 
Francis’ rebuke of the church for 
being ‘obsessed’ with issues such 
as the sanctity of human life and 
the sanctity of marriage,” said 
Fischer, a columnist and radio per-
sonality. “If the SBC were also to 
abandon the field of cultural con-
flict, as Moore seems determined 
to do, the two largest organized 
religious bodies in the United 
States will have ceded the field 
and the contest to our adversaries 
in the battle over societal values.”

Tim Wildmon, AFA president 
and son of founder Don Wildmon, 
said, “This has happened before 
with other people who are high-
profile leaders in the Christian 
community. And they’re just 
bailing.”

One-sided truce is 
surrender

Sandy Rios, who has a daily 
talk show on American Family 
Radio, responded by asserting that 
Christians are compelled to speak 
the truth, even when it’s difficult 
and unpopular to do so. “Whether 
Russell Moore wants it to be a war 
or not, it is a war,” she said on her 
radio program. “Southern Baptists 
are going to suffer – there will 
be jobs lost. I would imagine we 
will be the targets of punishment 
by the IRS [as other religious and 
conservative political groups have 
been]. This is a war whether he 
wants it to be or not.”

Robert Knight, a senior fel-
low and executive director at the 
American Civil Rights Union, said 
he thinks Moore is taking Southern 
Baptists in the wrong direction. 
“now is not the time to call for a 
truce in the culture war,” Knight 
said. “When only one side calls a 
truce, that’s actually a surrender.” 

Moore defended his comments 
with a clarification, and also 
quibbled with WSJ’s headline, 
which used the word “pullback.” 
He said, “I am not calling, at all, 
for a ‘pullback’ from politics or 
engagement. If anything, I’m 
calling for more engagement in 
the worlds of politics, culture, art, 
labor and so on. It’s just that this 
is a different sort of engagement. 
It’s not a matter of pullback, but 
of priority. I don’t think we need a 
pullback from politics. I think we 
need a re-energizing of politics.”

He concluded, “This means we 
must do more than simply live off 
the fumes of the last generation’s 
activism. Millennial and post-
Millennial Christians are walking 
away from the political process, 
and this is what alarms and moti-
vates me. They’ve grown cynical 
at movements that are willing to 
adopt allies that are gospel her-
etics as long as they are politically 
correct. They are disenchanted 
with movements that seem more 
content to vaporize opponents 
with talk-radio sound-bytes rather 
than to engage in a long-term 
strategy of providing a theology 
of gospel-focused action in the 
public square.” 

EU: Parliament 
declines to 
call abortion a 
human right 

Kenya: Two pastors brutally murdered

U.S.: Southern 
Baptist leader 
calls for 
‘culture war 
pull-back’; 
gets push-back

Pro-lifers face abortion advocates in Ireland, an EU country that allows 
the procedure only when the pregnancy endangers the mother's life.

Mourning the deaths of Pastors 
Matole and Kidata. 

We must do more than “live off the fumes of 
the last generation’s activism,” Moore says. 
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GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (CRCNA) – Psalms for 
Families, by Robert J. Keeley and Laura Keeley, is a 
free, online devotional book for the entire family de-
signed to help parents explore the riches of the book of 
Psalms with their children and teens (search “Psalms for 
Families” at worship.calvin.edu/resources/).

“These devotionals will help parents learn more about 
the psalms as they teach their children about praise, 
prayer and lament,” says the Calvin Institute of Christian 
Worship. The book contains four devotionals on each 
of selected psalms, and notes for adults that provide ad-
ditional information and background. 

The Keeleys answered questions about their book:

Why Read Psalms to Kids?
The psalms have served as the prayer book of God’s 

people for thousands of years. This book of poems and 
songs contains many beloved passages of Scripture, 
such as “The Lord is my shepherd” (Ps.23), “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God” (Ps. 51) and “This is the day 
that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it” 
(Ps. 118). People turn to these words in their thoughts 
and in their prayers. Perhaps we also love the psalms 
because of the emotions they express. Those emotions 
run the gamut from joy to sorrow, from praise to lament, 
and from pleading to thanksgiving. Psalms show us how 
we can respond to God, and they remind us that God 

knows us just as we are and hears us, even when our 
words are harsh.

How can children and teens benefit from 
knowing the Psalms?

When children are only exposed to the “feel-good” 
aspects of Christianity they may think that people of faith 
should not feel sad or angry. They may think that praise 
is the only attitude to have when addressing God and 
that they’re being “bad Christians” if they are hurting 
or have questions. Psalms reassure us that all these emo-
tions are part of the human experience. It is important 
for children to know that they don’t always have to be 
happy to come to God. It is important that they learn how 
to tell God they’re sorry. It is important for them to learn 
how to ask God to help them. The Psalms demonstrate 
all these things.

Should parents approach this as they would 
sharing Christian literature with their 
children?

no. The Psalms contain raw emotion and grown-up 
ideas that are sometimes difficult for children to grasp. 
Consequently, there are some significant challenges to 
making psalms accessible to kids. Learning about The 
Psalms together through family devotions is a great way 
to help children and teens understand them because it 
allows caring adults to explain and extend difficult 
concepts. There is no substitute for the good things that 
can happen when people of different ages study God’s 
Word together.

What, then, is the overall focus of this study of 
the Psalms?

We intend this to be a family study, and we imagine 
adults, teens and children gathered together, perhaps 
around a dinner table or before bed. These devotionals 
are kid-friendly and short enough to read at one sitting 
so that younger listeners stay engaged. They’re designed 
so that you will spend five or six days with one psalm. 
Working with the same psalm for a number of days is a 
variation of the ancient practice of lectio divina: read, 
meditate, pray and contemplate. As you are working 
with a psalm, consider memorizing all or part of it to-
gether. 

Psalm reading for kids and parents

“How majestic are your works, O God!” Online devo-
tionals help parents explore the Psalms with kids.

MONTREAL (CRCNA) – Montreal has the highest 
percentage of people who have not heard the gospel of 
any other large city in north America, according to recent 
estimates. 

Those same estimates show that less than four percent 
of people living in the core of Canada’s second-largest 
city – and this includes the Roman Catholic population – 
attend church, although many people say that they do hold 
onto “spiritual values.” Meanwhile, only about 450 small 
evangelical churches are at work in the central communi-
ties of Montreal. 

Hoping to make a difference, the Christian Reformed 
Church has joined with a grassroots organization known 
as Christian Direction to launch a new outreach ministry 
in the city. Called Mission Montréal, the new ministry is 
a combined effort of, and currently funded by, Christian 
Reformed Home Missions, Christian Reformed World 
Missions, Diaconal Ministries Canada and Classis Eastern 
Canada. A grant from one of the CRC’s cross-country, 
fundraising Sea to Sea tours is also helping.

“This is an exciting 
project that involves mul-
tiple CRC partners as well 
as a wonderful ‘on the 
ground’ partner in Chris-
tian Direction, with whom 
we are working closely,” 
says Adrian van Giessen, 
Home Missions regional 
leader for Eastern Canada.

Mission Montréal is 
an initiative, he says, in 
which CRC ministries 
and Christian Direction 
will be “coming along-
side local Christians to 

strengthen the Christian witness in this diverse city.”
The ministry will focus on three areas: 
* Development of a network of small, missional com-

munities in strategic areas of the city.
* Development of missional communities of young 

people, particularly in areas close to college and 
university campuses. 

* An emphasis on ministries to Muslims.
The CRC has had a small but faithful presence in Mon-

treal in and through the local ministries of First CRC of 
Montreal and through the more broadly supported efforts 
of the Seafarer’s Centre located near the harbor front. The 
CRC also played a role in helping to start a small Reformed 
seminary that is still in operation.

Montreal: CRC groups combine in mission to highly secular, diverse city 

 Less than four percent of people living in Montreal attend 
church, despite the Christian heritage of Quebec as signi-
fied by the cross on Mount Royal's summit.

Unique challenges
Having already worked at outreach in Montreal, the 

CRC remains familiar with many of the challenges a church 
faces as it works in this city. It is multicultural and highly 
secular. Also, because the majority of the population are 
Francophones, the city requires different approaches than 
those that have worked elsewhere. nearly four million 
people live in metropolitan Montreal, and the city has 
continued to become increasingly diverse as immigrants 
from Africa, the Caribbean and Asia keep arriving.

“All of this contributes to make Montreal one of the most 
pluralistic and diverse mission fields on the planet, along 
with all of the challenges and opportunities that come with 
this,” says a proposal submitted in an earlier phase of the 
project. “Because of the unique challenges of Montreal as 
a mission field, and the expected long term nature of the 

project, we envision an intentional team approach. This 
team would likely include a diverse, gifted team of indi-
viduals and/or couples, chosen for their unique experience 
and gifting.”

In early September, in launching the effort, Mission 
Montréal hired Bruno Désorcy as coordinator of the proj-
ect. Désorcy will also be a missional community coach 
and a community engagement catalyst in the borough of 
Hochelaga-Maisonneuve, in the east-end of the city where 
the team of Christian Direction and a network of churches 
are already at work. Also hired was Jacynthe vaillancourt 
as a “campus connections agent.” She will be extending the 
community development ministry of Christian Direction 
in the downtown core to the Concordia University and the 
Dawson College student population. 

The collaborative ministry 
will have a missional focus, 
Van Giessen says.
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When friends of mine 
in the U.S. learn about 
my connection to Canada, 
they all want to talk about 
the Canadian health care 
system. When Canadians 
talk to me about the States, 

they focus on our guns. “What is going on 
down there? Why can’t you control the gun 
violence?” This makes me feel at once embar-
rassed and defensive. And my feelings were 
exacerbated when I read a recent study that 
highlighted differences between the U.S., 
Canada and the netherlands.

In April 2013 the UNICEF Office of Re-
search released a report of child well-being 
in wealthy countries. Of the top 29 coun-
tries Romania was last; Canada ranked 17th 
and the United Stated ranked 23rd. But the 
netherlands, home to many of our ances-
tors and extended family members, comes 
in at the top. Dutch children ranked first in 
material well-being and education, 5th in 
health and safety and 4th in housing and 
environment. For 15 years the Dutch have 
held a spot in the top three, while Canada 
has consistently stayed mid-range and the 
U.S. has ranked at the bottom.

In a funny blog called Finding Dutch-

land, Rina Mae Acosta attributes the hap-
piness of Dutch children in part to the ha-
gelslag they put on their bread and in part to 
the Dutch proclivity of expressing opinions 
frankly. But she also points out that Dutch 
parents, both men and women, have a good 
life-work balance. Many Dutch parents 
work part-time and they are supported in 
this decision by several government poli-
cies that give child allowances to help de-
fray the cost of raising children.

The connection between social policy 
and well-being of children is interesting. 
I have no easy answers and can’t analyze 
policy well in this small space. The ranking 
of the netherlands, Canada and the United 
States does seem to correlate, however, with 
the different countries’ willingness to use 
government as a tool to support well-being. 

What we need to flourish
Some of the most interesting statistics 

have to do with teenage birthrates and abor-
tion. Canadian teens experience 13 births 
per 1,000 girls; U.S. teens 37 births per 
1,000; and Dutch teens only five births per 
1,000 girls. You might assume, then, that 
the countries ranking lowest in teen parents 
would rank highest in abortions, but exactly 

the opposite is true. The Dutch teens have 
the lowest pregnancy rate and also the low-
est abortion rate, at 10 abortions per 1,000 
females between the ages of 15 and 44. 
Canadians have 15 and in the U.S. we have 
21 abortions per 1,000 females of child-
bearing age. It’s hard to say what drives these 
numbers. Abortion policy is most lax in the 
netherlands, where the rate is the lowest. 
On the other hand, government-provided 
contraception for teens is highest in the 
netherlands, so perhaps this policy accounts 
for the low pregnancy rate.

When we look at guns, the relationship 
between policy and violence isn’t clear. The 
U.S. has 10 gun-related deaths per 100,000 
people (two-thirds are suicides). In Canada 
there are just over two gun-related deaths per 
100,000 people, and in the nether-
lands not even one. But while 
the Dutch have a strict 
gun control policy, 
Canadian policy 
is not all that dif-
ferent from that 
of the U.S. In fact, 
many regions of the 
U.S. have more strict 
gun control laws than 

the Canadian federal government yet still 
have higher gun violence.

And in the area of health care, public and 
private spending does not equal effective 
health care policy. In the United States over 
$8,000 is spent per person on health care, 
twice as much as Canada and almost twice as 
much as in the netherlands. But the health of 
U.S. citizens, including children, lags behind 
those of other countries.

Policy is important, but policy alone does 
not lead to the flourishing of children. To my 
Canadian friends I ask, “How do you encour-
age health and well-being in your communi-
ties?” And to my Dutch-Canadian friends 
I ask, “What do you remember from the 
netherlands that resulted in such happy kids?”

I love my country but it does occur to me 
that our son was lucky to have survived a 

childhood spent mostly in the States. 
He has just discovered that he is a Ca-
nadian citizen and is applying for a Ca-
nadian passport. I’ll be interested to see 
what decisions he makes about where 
he will live and raise his children.

Julia Stronks has practiced law 
and is the Edward B. Lindaman Chair 

at Whitworth University, affiliated 
with the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 

She lives in Spokane, Wash. 

Where to raise the kids?
The conundrum of child well-being and government policy

nearly 16 years ago I 
was dispatched to Toronto’s 
Pearson Airport to pick up 
our Staley Lecturer who 
would be speaking at what 
was then still called Re-
deemer College. I waited 
for a time outside customs 

and immigration until I caught sight of the 
author and University of Chicago professor 
coming through the door, easily recognizing 
her face from the photographs on her book 
jackets. Jean Bethke Elshtain was a small 
woman, slightly hunched from a childhood 
bout with polio, whose walking was still 
somewhat laboured so many decades later.

I was saddened to hear of Elshtain’s death 
in August at age 72 but was thankful to have 
had at least two occasions to meet and con-
verse with her in person. Each occasion was 
memorable, because from her writings I had 
come to know her to be a political theorist of 
considerable wisdom. She was “relentlessly 
sensible,” as one observer put it.

Her first book, Public Man, Private 
Woman (1981), established her credentials 
as a feminist, but her feminism was unusu-
ally free of the distortions that accompany 
so much of what goes by that label in both 
academia and popular culture. In particular, 
she took care to affirm the commonplace 
lives of ordinary people caught up in the 
daily struggles of trying to balance various 
responsibilities to family, community, neigh-

bourhood and country. Accordingly, she was 
sceptical of anyone offering facile ideologi-
cally-based solutions to these struggles.

But the book that made her reputation 
was undoubtedly Democracy on Trial, 
delivered over CBC Radio as the an-
nual Massey Lectures in 1993. Here was 
Elshtain at her best – not as the heavy-
handed academic speaking to fellow schol-
ars, but as a public intellectual concerned 
with the health of an American polity beset 
by various identity groups attempting to 
capture the public square for their own 
purposes. Elshtain’s argument was not that 
such groups should be suppressed, but that 
democracy requires both commitment to 

the common good and patience with the 
untidiness of political life.

Ongoing influence
Elshtain’s vaunted patience with rough-

and-tumble democratic politics was accom-
panied by considerable impatience with all 
efforts to impose utopian visions that would 
short-circuit ordinary political deliberation. 
In this respect, I readily acknowledge her 
influence on the argument put forth in my 
own Political Visions and Illusions.

For someone who eschewed ideologi-
cal visions, I was somewhat surprised to 
find her so willing to take on labels. In one 
context she described herself as a somewhat 
old-fashioned social liberal, an appellation 
subject to more than one interpretation. 
During her visit to Redeemer, she told me 
she considered herself a “crypto-Catholic 
Lutheran,” a reference to her obvious ap-
preciation for Catholic social teachings as 
embodied in the papal encyclicals of Leo 
XIII and John Paul II. Two years ago, she 
finally discarded the Lutheran and crypto 
designations and was formally received into 
the Roman Catholic Church.

At an earlier event at Toronto’s Institute 
for Christian Studies, I was favourably im-
pressed with Elshtain’s observation that, as 
a society, we have lost the ability to distin-
guish between genuine oppression and the 
legitimate constraints imposed on us by the 
many responsibilities we owe to others. 

This stuck with me as I began work on my 
second book, and I became persuaded that 
the only way to recover this ability is with a 
solid understanding of authority and office. 
Thus her influence continues after her death.

If there was any defect in her writings, 
it lay in her apparent reluctance to set forth 
a positive philosophy of public life beyond 
the somewhat general call to renewed com-
mitment to the common good. She generally 
avoided systematic philosophizing as almost 
intrinsically reductionist in character. At the 
ICS event she confessed that she was not 
a proponent of natural law, although the 
Catholic social teachings she so esteemed 
are obviously indebted to the natural law 
theories of Thomas Aquinas and others. 
nevertheless, in the negative warnings she 
sounded in her writings, Elshtain displayed 
unusual insight and spiritual discernment.

I had hoped that we might be able to 
invite Elshtain back to Redeemer to con-
tinue the conversation we began with her 
a decade and a half ago, a possibility that 
has now been foreclosed. For the present 
we shall have to content ourselves with the 
writings she left behind as we look forward 
to future conversations with her at the gen-
eral resurrection of the righteous. 

David T. Koyzis teaches politics at Re-
deemer University College. His next book, 
provisionally titled We Answer to Another: 
Authority, Office and the Image of God, is 

forthcoming from Pickwick Publications. 

Jean Bethke Elshtain (1941-2013)
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Mike Buma
Shortly after Germany invaded The neth-

erlands in 1940, a young Dutchman named 
Karel versteeg forged papers claiming he was 
a veterinarian so that he could travel freely 
on missions for the resistance. It didn’t take 
long, however, before the Germans started 
asking versteeg to treat wounded animals and 
ultimately realized the truth.      

versteeg was sentenced to death, but before 
his execution a high-ranking German officer 
asked him why he’d joined the resistance. ver-
steeg, who had witnessed the blitz-bombing of 

Rotterdam, turned the question around, asking the German officer how he himself would 
respond if another nation bombed his city and occupied his country. Admitting that he too 
would have fought back against the invaders, the German officer commuted Versteeg’s 
sentence from death to solitary confinement.

In 1945 the German officer was put on trial for his role in the war, and Versteeg made 
the trip to nuremburg so he could testify in defense of the man who had spared his life 
by putting him in prison. In a remarkable reversal, versteeg’s testimony ended up saving 
his jailor’s life. 

But this unlikely story of grace and forgiveness doesn’t end there. On the day Karel 
versteeg died, an old man then living in Canada, his grandson Menno versteeg of the 
Ottawa-based indie band Hollerado wrote a song to tell his grandfather’s story. The re-
sult, “So It Goes,” is the second single from Hollerado’s White Paint, the album that is 
ostensibly the subject of this review. I say “ostensibly” because I’m planning to focus 
entirely on “So It Goes,” which is by far the best song on the album. While White Paint 
is musically interesting and certainly worth a listen, it doesn’t consistently live up to the 
evocative depth of “So It Goes.”  

Hollerado has a reputation for making interesting and kind-of-quirky music videos, and 
the video for “So It Goes” is no exception. Clocking in at just under 10 minutes, the video 
is quite moving and well worth watching: it intersperses footage of Hollerado performing 
with versteeg’s journey to The netherlands to visit his grandfather’s jail cell and – as if 
to complete the unlikely symmetry that seems to have marked their families’ lives – a 
trip to Germany where he strikes up a friendship with the grandson of the German officer. 

Balance and congruence
The sense of balance and congruence suggested by these relationships is borne out 

more philosophically in the song, especially in the assertion that “you can’t make peace 
without an enemy / you can’t be forgiven without sin.” These lines essentially articulate the 
idea of the felix culpa (“fortunate Fall”), a Christian teaching put forward by theologians 
such as Augustine, Aquinas and, latterly, Alvin Plantinga, which in essence suggests that 
evil can actually be a blessing when goodness arises from it. As Augustine explains this 
somewhat counterintuitive understanding of the human condition and original sin, “God 
judged it better to bring good out of evil than not to permit any evil to exist.”  

While it would be insane to suggest that the Second World War is somehow justified 
because it enabled the reciprocal grace between Karel Versteeg and the German officer, it 
is true that goodness often appears more powerful when it occurs against the backdrop of 
intense evil. The song’s title phrase, “So It Goes,” is Kurt vonnegut’s famous response to 
death in Slaughterhouse Five, a novel that deals in no small part with the more-punitive-
than-strategic Allied fire-bombing of Dresden. So when the song alternates the lines “Rot-
terdam on fire” and “Some other place on fire” to resolve the chorus, the idea of balance 
is also extended to the evil and destruction of war. What we’re asked to see here is that 
hatred and violence are also reciprocal – that the bombing of Rotterdam by the Germans 
leads directly to the bombing of Dresden by the Allies.  

And so the song is very deliberate about acknowledging the realities of evil and suf-
fering. One line from the chorus, “you’re always sort of all alone,” evokes this quite 
powerfully in its simultaneous gesture toward Karel Versteeg’s solitary confinement and 
the existential loneliness that tempts all of us to lose hope, to despair, to return evil for 
evil. The only way out of this vicious cycle is through the sort of forgiveness and grace 
exhibited by Karel Versteeg and the German officer, and there’s a startling and infectious 
energy to this insight that justifies the song’s almost ridiculous catchiness. It feels almost 
irreverent that a song about war should be so catchy, but this is exactly 
the point. While grace and forgiveness may run contrary to our instincts, 
once you witness them they make you want to sing along.  

Michael Buma is a 
Consulting Analyst at an 

IT research firm and a 
CC Contributing Editor. 

Mike Borgert
Our personal, familial and communal experiences of bro-

kenness have the potential to make us more human and more 
humane. In fact, how we understand and experience broken-
ness, as well as respond to it, says much about the degree to 
which Christ is working in and through us.  

 By his compassionate engagement with people’s stories of 
brokenness, Andrew Solomon’s Far From the Tree has the power 
to transform its readers’ perception and experience of brokenness. 

Far From the Tree gives a breathtaking account of broken-
ness but of deep and profound humanity as well. A psychologist 
by training and a previous national Book Award winner for The 
Noonday Demon: An Atlas of Depression, Solomon spent over 
a decade researching the subjects of this study and has crafted 
a prolific case study on the ability of parental love to go beyond 
the limits of what was previously thought possible. He profiles 

numerous families who, eventually, “find themselves profoundly grateful for experiences 
they would have done anything to avoid” at the outset of their journeys.  

By introducing the study with an account of his own experience of falling “far from the 
tree,” as the dyslexic, homosexual child of heterosexual, non-dyslexic parents, Solomon 
arguably indulges in some self-therapy. But because of his genuineness in doing so, the 
personal story adds depth and nuance to the study rather than detracting from it. He mov-
ingly recounts how his parents lovingly helped him come to terms with and overcome his 
dyslexia, and conversely how they struggled, during Solomon's teenage years, to handle 
his emerging homosexuality. Moreover, Solomon shows a deep commitment to his own 
children as well. During the time he was researching and writing Far From the Tree, 
Solomon and his husband became parents, through modern reproductive technology and 
a kind friend who served as an egg donor and surrogate mother.  

Solomon’s careful and sensitive narrative is simultaneously heart-warming and gut-
wrenching. The stories of parents of “exceptional” children cannot but make one more 
understanding and compassionate. Solomon exposes readers to great human difference, 
and rather than allowing the reader to impose their own assumption of what “normal” or 
“typical” is and equate it with fullness, Solomon urges readers to widen and deepen their 
perception of what is simply human.  

One can only stand in awe of the grace with which so many of these families accept 
their circumstances, and marvel at the unconditional love they express toward their “ex-
ceptional” children. Their experiences highlight some of the best (and yet more difficult) 
aspects of Christian life. Their discovery of unexpected strength in times of weakness 
and their honesty about brokenness reveals readers’ need for healing, for deep emotional 
bonding, and above all the need expressed in the book’s subtitle: identity.  

Oddly though, that need for identity also exposes the book’s most striking flaw. Solomon 
attempts to define “horizontal identities” as those chosen or embraced/accepted as opposed 
to “vertical identities” which are passed down through families either by genetics, familial 
custom, learned behaviour or a combination of nurture and nature. Such categories are 
imprecise and difficult to measure. For example, Christian identity is given in baptism, 
not chosen. Our truest human identity is found only in Christ, the redeemer and restorer 
of the divine image in us.

The searching for identity Solomon recounts in these pages demonstrates the deep existen-
tial and universal human desire for identity along with the tragic willingness to find such in 
almost anything. Part of this weakness is the differences Solomon groups together. Although 
such breadth demonstrates the complexity of the subject, the complexity is also too much 
freight for one word [identity] to carry effectively. Genetically given characteristics such as 
homosexuality, deafness and mental illness are grouped together with horrific crimes, and other 
characteristics (or horizontal identities, to use Solomon’s language) for which the individual 
would seem to bear at least some degree of responsibility, if not culpability. 

On balance though, the book’s overwhelming and obvious strengths far outweigh its 
flaws. Solomon unflinchingly pulls back the curtain on the reality of selective abortion as 
the dark flip side of much of our recently discovered knowledge as well as the Huxley-
esque dimensions of genetic therapy and chromosomal manipulation to produce “designer 
babies.” If taken to their inevitable conclusions, and in the absence of any regulation, 
such practices would eliminate any difference. Solomon argues persuasively that from 
a normless evolutionary perspective, the difference of the kind he describes is not just 
representative of a scientific anomaly, but an anathema, in that it weakens the species.  

In Solomon’s journey and in those of his subjects, this difference also 
transforms those who experience it, making them more humane, more life-
affirming, more courageous, more grateful and more resilient. Who’s to say 
that such things as these aren’t an evolutionary advance in themselves? 

Michael Borgert is Pastor of First CRC in Barrie, Ont. 
Though American by birth and not of Dutch descent, he is coming to 

enjoy all things Dutch-Canadian . . . with the notable exception of dropjes.

Far From the Tree: 
Parents, Children and 
the Search for Identity 
by Andrew Solomon
(Scribner: New York, 
2012) 962 pages.

Becoming more human in 
the midst of brokenness

The bombing of Rotterdam, a Canadian 
indie band and the catchiness of grace

Hollerado’s White Paint reviewed

White Paint
by Hollerado 
Royal Mountain 
Records, 2013.

The video for “So It Goes” is available at 
youtube.com/watch?v=6R9yW4QxSfQ
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christiAn couriEr

i am ashamed to confess that, for 
the last year, i have been struggling 
to decide whether i want to have a 
second child. can a mother admit to 
something like that? can a christian? 

i know that children are a blessing from the Lord, and 
i always thought i wanted that proverbial quiver full 
(well, maybe not quite full), but the truth is, there are 
almost as many factors that make me want to stop at 
one as to try for another.

to begin with, i am deeply satisfied with my 
daughter. she is a heart-breakingly lovely little girl, 
a delight to her daddy and me, and exactly what i had 
longed for plus some. i’d always wanted a daughter, 
and she was given, the apple of my eye. she was the 
gift that cannot be improved upon.

And she is a lot of work. to give her the best i 
have to offer (and i wouldn’t want to give less) is 
an exhausting effort. My days are brimful. i don’t 
know what could possibly be left for another child. 
Every mother probably thinks that, and when a 
second arrives, she finds a way, but i don’t much 
like the sound of “finding a way.” i don’t want to 
scrape by on the fringes of my reserves; i want to 
live a full life, and give to my daughter and hus-
band from an abundance. 

Moreover, it would be untrue to suggest that be-
coming parents has not taken a toll on our marriage. 
the shared love of this little person has brought us 
closer in some ways, but the distribution of labour is 
a constant bone of contention. My husband is an only 
child, i am a latecomer, and we were both accustomed 
to plenty of “space.” Finding ways 
to accommodate each other in the 
face of this new chaos has not been 
easy. can we shoulder the added 
weight of another baby?

Unglamorous job
My daughter is almost two and 

she now sleeps through the night, 
eats adult food and can feed herself, 
plays for long(er) periods of time, 
and is on her way to independence. 
i am starting to see a flicker of light 
ahead, days when i might actually 
be able to read for a few moments 
or clean my floor without a toddler 
shrieking “horsey!” and pouncing 
on my back, or even just go to the 
bathroom alone. it’s possible that 
when we go camping next summer, 
i might be able to sit in the sun while 
she plays instead of constantly shoveling sand out 
of her mouth, or swim with her rather than standing 
there in ankle-deep water, dunking her up and down 
by the life jacket strap. Glimmers of my adult life 
are returning, and the idea of starting again with a 
newborn is overwhelming, especially with a toddler 
in the mix this time around. 

Before having a baby, i would have derided these 
concerns. i would have judged them as earmarks 
of a selfish culture. having children is inconsistent 
with our culture’s definition of a “full life.” it means 

sacrificing personal goals, relinquishing freedom for 
an extended period of time, embracing selflessness to 
a degree that is truly counter-cultural. Motherhood 
is unglamorous, it interferes with career aspirations, 
it is a back-and-heart-breaking responsibility, and it 
swallows your life whole for many years. the truth is, 
having children is life-altering. My pre-motherhood 

theology viewed it as a wonder-
ful training ground for developing 
christ-likeness. But oh my, how 
lightly i now tread on that ground. 

A few days ago, a surprising 
thing happened. i bumped into one 
of the women from the parenting 
group i joined when my daughter 
was born, and she told me that an-
other one of the women in the group 
is now pregnant with her second 
child. i did a quick mental calcu-
lation: that’s seven of the original 
11 that are either pregnant or have 
had baby number two. And there it 
was, the familiar lump in my throat, 
the ache of longing i fought back 
during our two-year struggle with 
infertility. it surprised me with its 
urgency – the desire to hold a new-
born, to add to our family, to see my 

daughter prod and kiss the face of a new sibling, all 
her own. how strange to find these longings lodged 
side-by-side with the fears. how shrouded in mystery 
my life, my heart. if it were up to me to defend my 
own best interests, prospects would be bleak. thank 
God it is not. 

Emily Cramer lives in Barrie, Ont. with her husband 
and daughter and teaches in the Liberal Arts 

department at Georgian College. She has just begun 
the cloister Walk by Kathleen Norris.

How many? It’s no easy decision 
for Canadians when you factor 
in finances, as this Oct. 7 
Macleans cover shows. 

Emily’s daughter.
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Autumn Glory

I exult in fine
and final days,
when the forest 
takes a mitten off
and points, 
to test the frosty wind;
followed hard by days 
of brown
and bone-white branches.

 I speak of bright
 and brilliant days,
 when slant light
 candles the woods
 to yellow flame!

  I tell 
  of such holidays,
  when orange fire 
  crackled in the bush
  but left no ashes.

  Sing with me
  of dancing days
  when leaves go merry
  round in a whirl!

Then, when leaves are tangled
in blond grasses
like confetti 
in bridal tresses,
whisper of days
when grief and grandeur wed.

And now,
celebrate in stillness
a God whose glory 
hangs on trees.
  
  Joe Veltman

 Artful EyE

Joe Veltman is a retired pastor, living in 
Madison, Wis. 

JoE VELtMAn
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Sonya VanderVeen Feddema
in February 2013, Christian Courier’s Features Editor, 

cathy smith, asked me to contact Dr. Karen Bailey to see 
if she would be willing to be interviewed. i did so and she 
agreed, but asked me to postpone the interview till after 
her wedding in May. We decided that i would contact her 
in June. Little did we know that God had other plans.

on March 17, my second grandchild, charlotte hope 
VanderVeen, was born to my son Jason and his wife Jenn. 
it soon became apparent that something was drastically 
wrong. charlotte was admitted to a local hospital, where 
it was determined that she had birth defects – esophageal 
atresia and tracheosophageal fistula. in laymen’s terms, 
charlotte’s esophagus was not connected to her stomach 
so she was unable to swallow breast milk and be nourished 
by it. charlotte was taken by ambulance to McMaster chil-
dren’s hospital in hamilton, ont. on 
March 21, she underwent corrective 
surgery.

After three and a half anxious 
hours, a surgeon entered the wait-
ing room and told us that the sur-
gery had been successful. inside an 
incubator, attached to myriad tubes, 
charlotte was wheeled into the hall-
way, where we gathered round her, 
crying, breathing prayers of thanks 
to God and laughing with joy. When 
the surgeon left, Jenn mentioned to 
me that her name was Dr. Bailey.

At home, several hours later, 
the proverbial light bulb went on. i 
exclaimed to my husband, “i can’t 
believe it! i think that surgeon is 
the same Dr. Bailey i’m going to 
interview for Christian Courier.” 
i e-mailed Dr. Bailey, and, indeed, 
she had operated on charlotte! that 
providential connection filled me 
with joy and buoyed my tired spirit. 
Allow me to introduce you to a re-
markable woman who is serving 
God locally and globally.

What is your educational 
background?

i completed my undergraduate bi-
ology degree at roberts Wesleyan 
college in rochester, new York. My 
medical degree and general surgery 
residency studies were at McMaster 
university in hamilton, ont. this 
was followed by a one year research 
fellowship in ottawa at the chil-
dren’s hospital of Eastern ontario, then a two year clini-
cal fellowship in Pediatric surgery at the hospital for sick 
children in toronto. i then worked as a pediatric surgeon 
in Pennsylvania until an opportunity to return to canada 
to work at McMaster university opened up and i came on 
staff at McMaster children’s hospital in 2010.

When and how did you first realize that God was 
calling you to become a pediatric surgeon?

i first recognized that God was calling me into a medi-
cal career in 1988 at the age of 14 when i participated in a 
summer long mission trip to honduras with teen Missions 
international. i had first contemplated going into nursing, 
but my heart’s desire was to become a surgeon. over time, 
God made it clearer that my career would be as a doctor. 

Later, he placed a desire in my heart to be a surgeon and 
then a pediatric surgeon in 2001 during my general surgery 
residency training.

One of the areas you focus on is childhood 
obesity. What factors contribute to childhood 
obesity? How are you helping children with this 
condition?

Pediatric obesity affects approximately 30 percent of 
children in north America. there are multiple factors which 
are contributing to obesity, including decreased activity, 
increased snacking, poor nutritional choices and increased 
time spent in sedentary activity such as watching tV and 
playing computer games. there are also genetic factors 
which we believe contribute to obesity. 

i currently encourage families to become more active 
and to eat healthy and become in-
volved in a medical weight manage-
ment program such as is offered here 
at McMaster children’s hospital 
when their child is obese. As a physi-
cian, i provide support to adolescents 
and their families while discussing 
with them surgical options for obe-
sity management. surgery is only 
available to very obese adolescents 
who show a lasting commitment to 
getting help with their diet, exercise, 
and emotional issues as a tool to help 
treat their obesity.

You have a special interest in 
global health. What countries 
have you traveled to and what 
have you done there?

A passion of mine is global health. 
surgical treatments for many surgi-
cal conditions which can be cured 
and which we take for granted here 
in canada are not available in many 
areas around the world. i have had 
the privilege of travelling to many 
countries. i have taken part in 
mission trips to honduras, spain, 
ukraine, Kenya, tanzania and 
Guyana. some trips have focused 
on practical helps through construc-
tion projects and christian outreach 
in local churches, schools, orphan-
ages and camps. other trips have 
focused on providing medical and 
surgical care to patients in need and 
to medical staff and students who 
desire training. 

On May 2, 2013, the Toronto Star reported 
that pediatric hospitals, such as McMaster, are 
allowing parents to stay with their children 
during critical procedures. What do you think 
about this innovative development?

At McMaster children’s hospital we make great ef-
forts to keep parents present during some procedures and 
when children are being acutely treated for trauma in the 
emergency department as you have seen reported in the 
Toronto Star. We have found that having parents present 
when children receive treatment can be very helpful in al-
leviating the fears of a child when a parent they know and 
trust is present. it requires a medical team that adequately 
prepares parents for what they are about to see and is sensi-

tive to the needs of the entire family.

You practice medicine as a profession, but 
you’ve also been called upon to serve when 
you’re not officially on the job. At one point, 
you helped to save your fiancé’s life. What 
happened?

As doctors we often help and serve others as a natural 
part of our jobs. As christians we are all called to serve 
using the talents God has given us on and off the job. in 
the past year we had a very challenging time when my 
fiancé Karl, who i am so pleased to share is now my hus-
band, became critically ill with complicated malaria over 
the christmas holidays. two months earlier, he had been 
on a mission trip to Liberia in western Africa helping drill 
wells and to install a septic system with Life Water canada. 
While we were travelling in northern ontario, it became 
apparent that Karl had become very ill with high fevers 
and terrible headaches. i recognized that it was most likely 
from malaria and we required an ambulance ride to receive 
medical attention.  After testing was completed, we learned 
that it was indeed malaria from a mosquito bite he received 
in Africa.

What seemed like a bad situation became suddenly 
worse the following day as he developed problems with 
his breathing. We were airlifted to thunder Bay where 
he received excellent care, but his condition continued 
to worsen. Karl was experiencing heart, liver and kidney 
complications related to the severe parasite infection. the 
Lord led us to pray and anoint Karl with oil four days into 
his icu stay. While many have credited me with helping 
save Karl’s life, it is really the holy spirit who must receive 
the credit. While we were faithful and obedient to pray and 
anoint Karl with oil, the Lord answered the many prayers 
which were being lifted up for Karl around the world. 
the headaches and fevers suddenly broke and, 12 hours 
later, we were amazed to see Karl come off oxygen and be 
transferred to a regular ward bed.

What is the most difficult aspect of your 
profession? The most rewarding?

the most difficult aspect of my profession is working 
with children who are very ill and die of the diseases such 
as cancer which we do our best to treat and cure. i often 
say when we win, we win big, but when we lose, we lose 
big, too. the most rewarding aspect of my job is using the 
talents God has given me and seeing children and their 
families return happier and healthier after challenging times 
of treatment and recovery.
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Pediatric surgeon serves locally and globally

See Pediatric Surgeon, p. 16

Karen Bailey with her husband Karl 
VanHeyst (above). Dr. Bailey operating in 
Kenya (below).

With a patient in Guyana.



Linda Jonasson
 one hundred thousand British home children immi-

grated to canada in the years 1870 to 1930, some of whom 
were orphans, but most of whom had a surviving par-
ent back in Britain. As children, these “little immigrants” 
helped build canada as they worked on its farms. As adults, 
they helped forge canada’s identity as they fought on its 
battlefields. 

William Blay, my great-great-uncle, was a home child. 
William’s father had died when he was a baby and his 
mother, who had sold all her furniture to pay the rent, could 
no longer afford to keep him. in september of 1903, she 
placed him in London, England’s Barnardo home, started 
by evangelical christian, Dr. thomas Barnardo.  

A desire to shelter impoverished children
Dr. Barnardo believed in the commandment “Love thy 

neighbour as thyself.” he had worked in London’s East End 
hospital ministering to cholera victims. he had seen dirt, 
disease and death on every corner. he had toured the White 
chapel rooftops with orphan Jim Jarvis and seen hundreds 
of street children. he had stood on a chair in stepney, 
preaching to the crowds about Jesus. But when words 
failed to bring about change, he acted, opening stepney 
house to shelter these impoverished children. 
When a red-haired boy nicknamed “carrots” 
came knocking, he had no more room and re-
fused him. Later, carrots died.  Devastated, Dr. 
Barnardo adopted the slogan “no destitute child 
ever refused admission.”  

 With stepney house bulging at the seams, 
the evangelist opened other homes in the coun-
tryside; these, too, filled to capacity. At this 
point, Dr. Barnardo started a child emigration 
project: send the children to canada where they 
would have a purpose (farm work), morals (most 
canadians were regular churchgoers) and fresh 
air (rural canada was a healthier setting than 
industrial Britain). children like my uncle Wil-
liam, who were in relatively good health and had 
the “rudiments of an English education,” were placed on 
the “canada List.” in some cases, their parents were asked 
if their children could immigrate to canada, but in others, 
no permission was granted.  

With parties of 400 home children on board, ships like 
the S.S. Canada (with William on board) left Liverpool 
for north America. Adventures abounded on these trans-
Atlantic passages. the S.S. Scotian left only two days after 
the titanic, dodging icebergs en route. the S.S. Sicilian, 
half-filled with field guns and shells, dodged u-boats dur-
ing its First World War crossing. Miraculously, most home 
children arrived safely on canada’s shores, disembarking 
at halifax or Quebec city.

Barnardo boys were sent to an old Victorian house on 
Jarvis street in toronto until they found sponsors. Bar-
nardo girls were sent to Peterborough’s hazelbrae house. 
there were dozens of other receiving homes across on-
tario, however, run by other christians like Maria rye, the 
Macpherson sisters, J.W.c. Fegan and William Quarrier.  

Home children stigmatized
the Barnardo home found a sponsor for William in 

Morden, Manitoba. he was put to work immediately on a 
farm where the culture shock was intense: city-bred Wil-
liam, who had never seen a cow before, was whipped be-

cause he did not milk it fast enough. he ended up running 
away. such was the case for many home boys who worked 
as farm hands in a country that had a high demand for la-
bour but a low population (only 5.3 million at the turn of the 
last century). At least 15 percent of Barnardo boys showed 
signs of excessive abuse at the hands of their sponsors; 
others were neglected, suffering from malnutrition and 
poor living conditions (some slept out on the porch or in 
the barn). not all home children were mistreated, however; 
some were unofficially adopted by their sponsors and were 
treated as one of the family. 

home children suffered not only at the hands of adults, 
but also children. their peers taunted them: “Don’t play 
with her. she’s just a home child.” A stigma surrounded 
these children, who were called “the fertilizer of the 

Empire” and “the dregs of society.” home 
children were seen as Oliver Twist-types who 
could not be trusted. they were believed to 
possess an inferior intellect to canadian chil-
dren. My great-grandmother, Daisy Blay, who 
immigrated to canada two years before Wil-
liam, deliberately lost her English accent so 
she would be accepted by her peers.

Ten thousand home boys serve in 
World War I

home boys aged out of the child labour 
system at 18, home girls at 21. searching 
for work, William enlisted in the canadian 
Expeditionary corps on his 19th birthday, on 
Dec. 14, 1915. canada was ill-prepared for 

the First World War; its army had only 3,110 men. how 
could a nation of less than 8 million make its mark on 
the battlefield?  

Yet within weeks of canada’s declaration of war, 32,000 
men gathered at a training camp in Valcartier, Quebec. Lat-
er, those same men were part of the largest convoy across 
the Atlantic to date. in total, 600,000 canadians enlisted. 
seventy percent of the army volunteers were British-born. 
Many felt an allegiance to their home country. For William, 
and many other home boys, serving overseas gave them the 
opportunity to see a surviving parent again, something they 
could otherwise ill afford. other volunteers were simply 
looking for adventure.  

once the young canadian soldiers reached the battle-
field in France, however, they realized that war was any-
thing but fun. William served as a bugler, announcing the 
arrival of his troop, the 122nd Battalion. the frontline sol-
diers found their preparation was insufficient; they wore 
disintegrating uniforms and rotting boots; they battled 
rats and rain in primitive trenches; they were given use-
less shovels and they operated jammed ross rifles. how 
could they win a war?

canadians faced poison gas at the second Battle of 
Ypres in April 1915 where John Mccrae wrote his famous 
poem “in Flanders Fields.” Ypres is also where home child 

William Edwin hunt fought, was wounded and had his leg 
amputated. he later returned to canada, married and had 
three girls.

 
The Canadian Corps comes of age

Vimy ridge, in April 1916, marked a coming-of-age 
for canada: it was the first time that all four divisions of 
the canadian corps fought together. they stormed the 
ridge doing the “Vimy Glide,” advancing 100 yards every 
three minutes. After much resistance from the Germans, 
the canadians took command of the crest, including hill 
145, thereby securing them the victory. the canadians 
secured more guns and more prisoners at Vimy ridge than 
in any other Allied offensive of the war. canada’s Army 
had proven it was a formidable fighting force. home child 
Will Maybury helped take Vimy ridge. sadly, he died five 
weeks later at Passenchendaele.

the canadian corps arrived at Passenchendaele with the 
goal of ousting the Germans, a task that both the British 
and the Australians had been trying to do for three months.  
the canadians fought in the worst conditions: because of 
heavy shelling, the drainage system had been destroyed 
and the field was reduced to a quagmire of mud. horses 
and soldiers drowned in the quicksand-like conditions. But, 
inch by inch, foot by foot, mile by mile, the canadians took 
Passchendaele. For the prize of five miles, canada lost 
15,000 men.  they also suffered many injuries, including an 
amputation incurred by home child William Francis Mason. 
he would be hospitalized in France and eventually return 
to canada where he married and had three girls.

Canada signs the Versailles Treaty
 the Allied Army marched across northwestern Europe, 

eventually breaching the hindenburg Line and liberating 
most of France. the Versailles treaty was signed at the 
11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918. no 
longer in the shadow of Great Britain, canada had its own 
signature on the treaty, earned by the formidable fighting 
of its soldiers.  

the British home children, whom canadians had 
thought were inferior, had proven their strength on the 
battlefields of Europe. out of the 6,211 Barnardo boys who 
served, 531 never made it home. William Blay, however, 
was one of the lucky ones. he returned to canada in 1919 
and traded his military uniform for overalls, securing a 
position at General Motors in oshawa. he married and 
had one son. never a bitter man, he showered his family 
with affection, including his nieces, one of whom is my 
mother. the work of the little immigrants 
on canada’s farms, in canada’s factories 
and on Europe’s battlefield helped build 
our country. 
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lance writer from Brantford, Ont. where 

she and her family attend Hope CRC. She 
blogs at alinefromlinda.blogspot.com.

William and his niece Dorothy in Bracebridge, Ont., circa 1916 (left). The Canadian Corps: formidable fighting force 
(centre). Dr. Thomas Barnardo (right).

This photo was 
taken when William 
arrived at London’s 
Barnardo Home in 
September, 1903.  
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Tom Smith

“History never looks like history when you are living 
through it.” John W. Gardner

november is rolling in once again. My surroundings 
are performing that awesome trick where one moment it’s 
shorts and Birkenstocks, the next it’s autumnal colours and 
fresh breezes blustering against my face. to me, november 
is singularly important due to a particular date. november 
11th – remembrance Day for us canadians, Veterans Day 
for our southern neighbours. this is a time when we gather 
in solidarity with our Armed Forces, past and present, and 
salute them for unfathomable sacrifices made on our be-
half. it’s also the time when we grapple with our common 
story, how each of us has been touched by the legacies of 
WWi, WWii and other wars, and how our present is being 
shaped by war.

i’ve always thought i had a pretty solid handle on the 
history of WWii. i have hours of documentary footage 
on my computer. i’ve taught classes in canadian history. 
My grandfather served in WWii; a plaque honouring his 
regiment, the Algonquin regiment, hangs in the city hall 
of Wierden, the Dutch town 
liberated by the Algonquins. 
My eyes were opened, how-
ever, when i read two volumes 
of the Mokeham series: The 
Dutch in Wartime: Survivors 
Remember. this series was 
created as an opportunity for 
Dutch survivors to tell their 
stories of the nazi occupation 
years from 1940 to 1945, be-
fore those voices vanish into 
the past. topics range from 
the invasion of the German 
forces, to the hardships of 
occupation, to the unsuspect-
ing witness of the holocaust. 
one particular volume, War in 
the Indies, continually worked 
to pry my fingers away from 
what i thought was a solid grasp of the European experi-
ence of WWii.

War in the Indies recounts firsthand how the Dutch 
colonials of indonesia were quickly overrun by Japanese 
forces in a matter of days. Within weeks, most of the Dutch 
population was either interned in concentration camps 
eerily reminiscent of their German counterparts, or else 
working directly for the Japanese, if the services offered 
were directly beneficial to the war effort. in the introduc-
tion to this volume, Anne van Arragon hutten writes that 
“there was a notable scarcity of stories about indonesia. 
not because these survivors did not exist, but because so 
few have been able to bring themselves to write down their 
experiences” (5).  

Scrubbing the facilities 
the indomitable spirit of faith and reserved stoicism of 

the Dutch people are glimpsed throughout these horrific 
accounts. one such story, from the memories of Anne riet-
kerk houthuyzen, demonstrates a strength of character and 
practical pride familiar to any of us with Dutch heritage. 
Anne recalls that upon being unloaded at a prison camp 
for women and children, separated from loved ones, the 
first act of the detainees was not to scrounge for food or 
fight over personal space, but to “scrub the facilities” (12). 
having survived a tropical storm that demolished many 

living quarters, she summarizes the event simply: “Again, 
God was good and no lives were lost” (13).

not all were so fortunate, and thousands of prisoners – 
soldiers, men, women, children – perished from malnutri-
tion, brutal mistreatment at the hands of guards, disease, 
heartbreak and other realities of indefinite confinement. 
War in the Indies leaves the tragic denouement in the hands 
of its readers, the aftermath alluded to only indirectly. After 
the bombing of nagasaki and hiroshima and Japan’s subse-
quent surrender to the Allies, the resulting political unrest 
in indonesia was almost as dangerous for the Dutch as the 
Japanese oppression, and many of the colonials returned 
to the netherlands. “once in holland,” we are told, “they 
were not exactly welcomed warmly by a country still reel-
ing from its own years of deprivation and oppression” (7). 
this is where the two volumes i read, War in the Indies and 
Witnessing the Holocaust, overlap in their tragedy.  

upon first glance, Witnessing the Holocaust might con-
jure up images of concentration camps – piles of shoes from 
executed Jews thrown in a heap, and similar brutal visuals 
and horrendous facts. however, these are not the memo-
ries preserved in this volume. rather, these reminiscences 
of the holocaust are all from the Dutch vantage point. 

they portray a widespread 
unawareness about the geno-
cide. Decades later, the voices 
presented here are still full of 
shock at the dreadfulness of 
the Final solution. the chapter 
titles give a sense of the collec-
tive Dutch experience: “i nev-
er saw her again,” “they had 
disappeared,” “Betrayed” and 
“the war will never be over.” 
Even with the advantage of 70 
years’ hindsight, i share their 
revulsion and dismay. there 
were many instances of grace 
and courage, but most stories 
share an undercurrent of dis-
belief: “How could this ever 
have happened?” 

‘We were just as bewildered as our friends’
one story highlights this feeling of incredulity well. 

Anne Bourne describes how the Dutch children had no 
perception of racism in their day-to-day life. in fact, other 
than the one Jewish boy who wore a suit on “his sunday,” 
she had no knowledge of any category of people other 
than neighbour. she tells of the “inconvenience” of having 
her friends suddenly sent to all-Jewish schools. And, tell-
ingly, as a neighbouring Jewish family is loaded onto the 
trains, she recalls, “so we called out, ‘Bon Voyage.’ What 
else could we say? . . . We were just as bewildered as our 
friends” (18). sadly, her story ends with the short eulogy 
of samu, the boy in the suit, and the family on the train all 
being reported as dying in Auschwitz in 1942.

in addition to the historical value of these narratives, the 
stories in these volumes reveal something of the storytellers 
themselves. one might wonder, “Where is the emotion in 
these recollections?” several responses can be ventured. 
Perhaps because of the psychological harm sustained dur-
ing these years, in order to even talk about their experi-
ences, the survivors must do so without emotion, detached, 
as though it had all happened to someone else. the other 
possibility is that, in my experience, the Dutch are a very 
passionate people, but the passion tends to be hidden and 
personal. A careful reading of these stories discloses the 
anger and depth of sadness for what has transpired, but 

were the storytellers to divulge these feelings fully, perhaps 
they would be overwhelmed by them. Margaret thatcher 
once said, “to wear your heart on your sleeve isn’t a very 
good plan; you should wear it inside, where it functions 
best.” it would seem the citizens of the netherlands during 
the nazi ccupation adhered to this axiom.

Quiet courage and incredible generosity
Jaap Matz recounts a story demonstrating the quiet cour-

age with which many Dutch people subverted the intent 
of the nazi invaders. in 1942, Jaap and his brother were 
brought to a farmhouse to hide for the remainder of the 
war. During this time, the farm family, the Van Vliets, cared 
for the boys and fed them. in many ways, the two were a 
secret part of the family. several times soldiers came to 
the farm, either in search of hidden Jews, or simply to take 
advantage of peaceful meals and a place to sleep. Jaap tells 
of hiding inside a closet bed as a nazi officer came into the 
room for a nap. thankfully, the officer was redirected to a 
larger bedroom before Jaap was discovered. At the end of 
his story, Jaap recalls an act of incredible generosity. he 
was given a bankbook noting the amounts the VanVliets 
had collected every month for boarding the brothers. the 
money had been carefully saved and handed back to the 
boys to help them move forward.

it is these unexpected acts of courage and generosity 
that allow these stories to even be readable. Without these 
startling reminders of grace, we would be inundated with 
sadness and frustration at the extent of human depravity 
on display in all corners of the world during wartime. 
hemingway wrote that “courage is grace under pressure.” 
the divine Author of those grace notes in our human story 
is obvious to christians. When we become too comfortable 
with our own grip on world history, too at ease with our 
place in the story, events have a way of making us realize 
that our hands are, indeed, empty. the only way to have 
any handhold on stability is to bring those empty hands 
together in prayer and give ourselves, our past and our 
futures, over to our everlasting God.
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A handle on history – The Dutch in Wartime: Survivors Remember

Tom Smith is a teacher in 
Barrie, Ont. He loves telling 
old family stories to his wife 

Sarah and son Jakeb, who 
had better not tire of them! 

The Dutch in Wartime:  
Survivors Remember

 
Invasion 

Under Nazi Rule 
Witnessing the Holocaust 
Resisting Nazi Occupation 
Tell Your Children about Us 

War in the Indies 
Caught in the Crossfire 

The Hunger Winter 
Liberation

Books are available from Mokeham Publishing, Inc. 
Prices range from $12.95 to $14.95, but all nine 
volumes can be ordered for $98.95. 

Contact: 
De Krant • Box 20203, Penticton, BC V2A 8M1

Two volumes of the nine volume series, the Dutch in 
Wartime: survivors remember. 



i love going on bus 
tours, and each year i go 
on a few. it’s a great way 
to escape your daily rou-
tine, and even your own 
car. You don’t have to 
worry about directions, 
meals, where to park or 

where to stop for a bathroom break. Just 
sit up high and watch the scenery go by.

A few weeks ago, my sister and i took 
a four day bus tour to Pennsylvania’s Lan-
caster county. We were among America’s 
oldest and largest settlement of “Plain 
People” as we wit-
nessed horse-drawn 
buggies clip-clop-
ping down the coun-
try roads and horses 
pulling one-row cob 
corn harvesters. 

our guide for the 
tour of the county, 
which also included 
a tour of the town 
of hershey, built by 
chocolate magnate 
Milton hershey, was 
a woman who mar-
ried into a Mennonite 
family. she pointed 
out that what looked 
to us like outhouses 
sitting near houses in 
fields by the road are 
actually private Amish telephone booths.

Old-fashioned chic
i was surprised at the weed-free corn 

and soybean fields; i thought the Amish 
would be strictly organic. not so. they 
use normal weed control chemicals, 
applied with their power-source horse-
drawn sprayer. the farms are all small – 
mostly 50 to 60 acres. the main crops are 
corn, alfalfa and tobacco. i was surprised 
to see so many bank barns’ top floor doors 
opened partly, with tobacco leaves drying 
in the breeze upstairs. We were told that 
the tobacco is shipped to china.

At another Amish farm, which had a 
tourist shop (including beautiful quilts), 
we parked beside an open machine shed. 
i peeked inside: it was spotless, and a 
puzzling mix of old and new technolo-
gies. the farmer uses modern haying 
equipment (round baler and disc bine) 
and had replaced the rubber tires with 
steel wheels. A motor was fitted on a 
four-steel-wheeled cart that the horses 
would pull directly behind them. the 
implements fitted onto the power cart. 
the farmer also had a no-till drill that was 
powered by the power-cart and pulled 
by horses. tractors aren’t allowed in the 
field. i shook my head, seeing a circular 
pto drive rake pulled by a team of horses 
and powered by a motor on the rake. 

We watched horses pulling a one-row 
corn cob harvester just like they did 100 
years ago. to chop up the stalks, they’d go 
over the field with a horse-drawn ground 
driven chopper; then repeat that with a 
horse-drawn disk; and lastly go over the 
field again to sow fall rye.

No connection
it was interesting seeing huge electrical 

power lines on steel towers going through 
the Amish countryside. the Amish ta-
boo on electricity has become one of the 
public symbols of their separation from 

the world. Because 
public electric and 
utility lines provide 
a literal and mysteri-
ous connection to the 
outside, the use of that 
power – or power from 
generating plants – is 
forbidden. however, 
while the 110-volt 
power generated from 
public utility lines is 
prohibited, 12-volt 
self-contained batter-
ies are unconnected to 
the outside world, and 
therefore permitted.

in order to power 
tools for the cottage 
industry, farm equip-
ment and some house-

hold appliances, the Amish in Penn. get 
creative, using air or hydraulic powered 
motors. We saw this in one woodworking 
shop. this pressure can be used to operate 
larger household equipment like washers 
and sewing machines. compressed air is 
also used in homes to power blenders for 
bread making. Bottled gas is used to oper-
ate major appliances such as refrigerators, 
stoves and water heaters. home freezers 
have been banned due to the fear that they 
would lead to other electric appliances, 
but some “English shops” can have as 
many as 20 freezers that the Amish use. 
it doesn’t make sense! 

there are more than 70,000 mem-
bers of the Amish, Brethren and Men-
nonite faiths in Lancaster county, Penn. 
these people have sustained a lifestyle 
that disappeared generations ago, but 
in some ways they are very modern, 
using the latest technology. it’s interest-
ing to look at the ways of life they fight 
to preserve, and the ways of life where 
they have adapted. 

 
Meindert van der Galien and his sis-

ter enjoyed the tour very much. There 
were 40 women and nine men on the 
tour bus out of Ottawa. The oldest man 
was 92 – a Dutch Canadian – who was 
on the tour with his wife, whom he mar-
ried two years ago. 
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A ton of work awaited us 
that saturday afternoon, but 
Jack and i both knew the 
spectacular days of autumn 
would come to an end soon 
enough. We decided to leave 
the to-do list behind for a few 

hours and enjoy a motorbike tour.
this past summer we had discovered a 

brand new road in Grey county. of course 
it’s always been there, but it’s a route we 
wouldn’t have traveled had we not explored 
the countryside on the bikes. Less than a half 
hour from home, it winds through an area so 
picturesque, it feels as if you’re suddenly in 
the heart of Algonquin Park.

this afternoon was perfect. the tempera-
ture required a jacket and gloves, but we 
didn’t need bulky over-pants or heavy coats. 
A cloudless sky loomed above us. Vast and 
intensely blue, it stirred a familiar longing 
in my soul – a yearning to soar heavenward 
coupled with the feeling that i was already 
there. Deep calling to deep, i suppose. 

We turned off of the highway and rode 
into a world of quiet splendour. Brilliantly 
coloured trees hugged the shoulders of the 
road as it meandered alongside of a small 
lake. i watched Jack riding ahead of me, ne-
gotiating each curve with the confidence and 
grace of a hawk gliding over a field in search 
of prey. A light wind brought loose leaves 
fluttering to the pavement. 

***
Further on we came back into farmland, 

riding beside dying cornfields all but ready 
for harvest. here and there we passed fields 
that had already been plowed down, the 
scent of freshly turned earth pronouncing 
them “closed for the season.” splotches of 
colourful weeds decorated the ditches and 
fall mums and pumpkins festooned front ve-
randas and country mailboxes. 

Autumn, it occurred to me, is like a bed-
time story from God before he tucks us in 
for the long night of winter. i tried my hard-
est to soak in all the bucolic wonder around 
me, knowing my memory could never do it 
justice.

We wandered through the back roads, 
down the steep vistas of Bowles hill, then 
up to the lookout at Beaver Valley. A little 
past prime time, the escarpment still offered 
up a blazing tableau of gold, orange and red. 
At the rest area we chatted for awhile with 

the other pleasure seekers. then we spent 
another hour riding through hillsides and 
along rivers before heading home as the sun 
began to set. 

today i look out the window at the wind 
and rain. the work we temporarily left be-
hind demands attention. the motorbikes 
stand in the shop side by side. our rides 
will become fewer and farther between for 
the next month or so, until Jack eventually 
changes the oil, cleans up the bikes and tucks 
them away until spring. Maybe we’ll have 
the opportunity to load them onto the trailer 
and visit Florida for a couple of weeks. Ei-
ther way, it will be a long time before we 
ride ontario’s roads again.

Like a child who fights sleep, i’d prefer to 
just skip winter. But i know that’s not going 
to happen. And in my heart, i understand it 
really is for the best. the silence of winter 
only enhances the jubilation of spring. in 
the calendar year as well as throughout the 
years of our lives, each season brings with 
it joys and struggles. All are necessary to 
experience life to the full. the same is true 
of the christian life specifically. 

spurgeon comments that according to 
Eph. 4:15, we must “in all things grow up 
into him.” he writes: “But should we rest 
content with being in the ‘green blade,’ when 
we might advance to ‘the ear,’ and even-
tually ripen into the ‘full corn in the ear?’ 
should we be satisfied to believe in christ, 
and to say, ‘i am safe,’ without wishing to 
know in our own experience more of the 
fullness which is to be found in him? . . . if 
we would ripen in grace, we must live near 
to Jesus – in his presence – ripened by the 
sunshine of his smiles.” 

***
if i had my way, life would always be a 

June morning. But what glories i would miss 
for never having experienced the aroma of 
autumn or the solitude of winter, when the 
clatter of busyness on the farm is muffled by 
a thick blanket of snow. 

in a culture obsessed with youth and plea-
sure, the christian stands tall and strong like 
a corn plant, embracing both sunshine and 
rain and ultimately awaiting the fullness of 
harvest – its purpose well served in a life 
fulfilled. 

Heidi Vander Slikke (hmvanderslikke@
hotmail.com) lives in Harriston, Ont.

Grace for all seasons

Modern machinery, 
pulled by horses

Autumn is like a bedtime story from God before he tucks us in for the long night of winter. 

Raking hay with a New Holland, 
side-delivery rake pulled by two 
mules (below).
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All you umpires, back to 
the bleachers. Referees, hit 
the showers. It’s my game. I 
hit, I pitch, I catch. At sunset 
I’ve won or lost. At sunrise, 
I’m out again, giving it the 
old try. And no one can help 

me. Not even you.
ray Bradbury, coda to the 1979 Delrey 

edition of Fahrenheit 451.

i am a student again.
the day after Labour Day finds me in 

front of my laptop, critiquing stories pro-
duced by my fellow students, reading ar-
ticles and discussing various literary issues. 
two weeks later, it’s my turn to submit the 
first chapters of my novel-in-progress and 
wade through observations and suggestions 
for improvement. All are well-intentioned, 
most are generically helpful, some are genu-
inely perceptive.

i chafe at every one of them. nothing 
makes me retreat into my creative shell 
faster than having to receive suggestions 
about my writing. ray Bradbury was right, 
i think – this is my 
game, too.

of course, by the 
time he wrote his 
coda, he had already 
published a bunch of 
books, won a slew of 
awards and was re-
garded as one of the 
giants of 20th centu-
ry science fiction. so 
when he responded 
to those who made 
suggestions for how 
his work could have been better or more 
sexually/racially/religiously palatable, he 
had his own creative conscience backing 
him up and the credentials to make it stick.

Me? i’m working on it. sure, i can 
string together a good number of publish-
ing credits, but this writer is still a babe in 
the woods. 

Which is why i’m a student again – i 
actually signed up for this. 

Crafting for others
For the first time in a long while i find 

myself debating whether i should tailor 
what – and how – i write for others. My 
creative pride protests, of course, but only 
in the naive vacuum i’ve created that still 
thinks this is possible. of course my writ-
ing is going to change, both by accident 
and by design.

When i enrolled to uBc’s creative 
Writing MFA program, i implicitly signed 
on for a couple of new realities. First, no 
matter how confident i am in the quality of 
my craft, i don’t have all the answers. to 
be a good student, it’s my responsibility to 
seek out others’ expertise and guidance and 
their suggestions for improvement. second, 

whether it is writing an academic essay for 
the first time in more than a decade or writing 
a story, anything i produce inside the bound-
aries of my studies will be created differently. 
i am now creating for others.

A difficult reality for someone used to 
making all the decisions and whose prod-
uct often discovers itself along the way. My 
friend Liz Windhorst-harmer, a fiction writer 
who is also back in school studying full time, 
has found shifting to a research-focused, aca-
demic mode of writing difficult. creative 
craft, she says, is something she has had “the 
chance to discover,” while academic writing 
demands she adapt “to a stricter set of rules 
. . . rules that i’ve forgotten and always with 
an end in view.”

i can relate. i forget rules all the time. 

We’re all students
i know quite a number of adults who are 

back in school right now, each with his own 
reason, her own calling. Few, though, claim 
to seek knowledge, which is what traditional 
schooling seeks to provide: read, hear, write, 
memorize, regurgitate, repeat. these days, 

most seem to be look-
ing for better processes, 
better questions.

My former career as 
a high school English 
teacher, particularly 
with the systems and 
pedagogies i developed 
abroad, banished any 
pretense of teaching 
students anything. By 
the time it can come out 
of my mouth, much of 
what i might try to teach 

is already outdated. But help a person – teen-
ager, adult, senior citizen – discover the best 
tools for inquiry, learn how to ask the right 
questions, and suddenly lifelong learning – 
in all areas of life and faith – might almost 
become a given.

right?
But it’s hard to ask good questions when 

our defenses are bristling at what the other 
person doesn’t know. It’s my game. I hit, I 
pitch, I catch. . . . And no one can help me. 
Not even you.

And yet . . .

If one has the answers to all the ques-
tions – that is the proof that God is not with 
him. It means that he is a false prophet using 
religion for himself. The great leaders of the 
people of God, like Moses, have always left 
room for doubt. You must leave room for 
the Lord, not for our certainties; we must 
be humble.

Pope Francis, september 2013. 

recently i joined a 
live audience for a tV 
ontario broadcast explor-
ing “screens instead of 
Books.” it took place at 
the Perimeter institute in 
Waterloo, one of cana-

da’s high-tech hubs. the show was just 
one episode in a series called “Learning 
2030,” which explored what education 
might look like in the future. there was 
a lot of optimism about what the brave 
new world of screens would bring as it 
displaces the traditional book.

A few weeks prior to the tV show, i 
had an opportunity to attend the screen-
ing of a new movie called Out of Print. 
this movie took a much more balanced 
and nuanced view of the shift from print 
to digital media. the movie was followed 
by a lively discussion with a panel com-
posed of a journalist, a 
publisher, an indepen-
dent bookstore owner, 
an art historian and a 
literacy advocate.

the film began with 
a brief history of media: 
moving from tablets to 
scrolls and on to the co-
dex (or book). the codex 
provided several advan-
tages over the scroll, 
including the fact that it 
was much more sturdy 
and compact. i found it 
interesting to learn that 
the codex was introduced 
approximately around the 
time of christ, when the 
gospels were beginning 
to be copied and disseminated. Another 
big milestone in the history of media was 
the invention of the printing press in the 
15th century, which allowed books to be 
produced and widely distributed. not long 
after this invention, the protestant refor-
mation was sparked, accompanied by the 
widespread printing of books and tracts.

With the spread of digital media, 
things are changing once again, includ-
ing the shape of the book itself. E-books 
are beginning to displace the traditional 
codex. E-books have several advantages, 
including portability, which is helpful 
when traveling or when storage space is 
limited. they are also better suited for 
visually-impaired people who can in-
crease the font size as necessary. Despite 
these advantages, the sales of e-books are 
surprisingly limited. Booknet canada re-
ported the market share of e-books at 12.9 
percent in the fourth quarter of 2012. one 
publisher on the panel discussion after 
the movie noted that she thinks people 
use e-readers for books they do not want 
to keep, and that people choose to buy 
printed copies of the books they want to 

keep or share. it seems that many people 
still prefer to own and read a printed book. 
the film included interviews with stu-
dents who suggested that they no longer 
read full books – they use websites like 
sparknotes.com instead. nevertheless, 
books like Harry Potter have clearly sold 
very well among young people.

More than information
can students learn without books, us-

ing only screens? A well-publicized study 
called the “hole-in-the-wall” experiment 
placed a computer in a hole in the wall 
where it was made freely-accessible to 
children living in a new Delhi slum. 
With no guidance, the children began to 
learn and use the computer on their own. 
this experiment led to a hypothesis about 
“minimally invasive” education, which 
posits that if children are given free access 

to computers and infor-
mation, they can learn 
on their own. But what 
will they learn on their 
own? in another well-
publicized test, a group 

of seventh-grade stu-
dents were asked to 
do research on a spe-
cies called the “north-
west tree octopus.” 
they were pointed to 
a website (zapatopi.
net/treeoctopus) and 
asked to do a study on 
this animal which, in 
reality, was only ficti-
tious. All 25 students 
in the class fell for the 
internet hoax, and all 

but one of them rated the site as credible. 
this simple experiment underscored that 
screens alone cannot impart discernment 
and the ability to critically evaluate in-
formation.

i have no doubt that the classroom in 
2030 will be different than it is today. Just 
like the printing press, new digital me-
dia will usher in its own changes – the 
possibility for individualized learning, 
feedback and visualization to enhance 
learning. But education is about more 
than delivering information. teachers 
will still be needed to help guide children 
(Prov. 22:6), whether that be to uncover 
the truth about the northwest tree octopus, 
or to reflect about responsible ways to use 
the powerful information tools that will 
surround us in the future. 

Derek Schuurman teaches computer 
science at Redeemer University College. 
A trailer of the movie out of Print can be 
viewed at outofprintthemovie.com. The 
TVO episode on “Screens to Books” can 
be viewed at ww3.tvo.org/video/195818/
learning-2030-books-screen.

Help save the endangered Pacific 
Northwest Tree Octopus, faux 
website begs.
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Brent and his wife Rosalee now live in the 
Westdale neighborhood of  Hamilton, Ont. 

with their first child. To find out more about 
Brent and his writing, visit brentvans.com.

Out of print

Everything 
online is 
true:  
Y or N?

Many adults are back in school, although 
not necessarily to seek knowledge.

A student again

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
http://outofprintthemovie.com/
ww3.tvo.org/video/195818/learning-2030-books-screen
ww3.tvo.org/video/195818/learning-2030-books-screen
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Christmas Gift Idea.
One of our contribut-

ers, Frank Sawyer, has 
written a book of poetry 
and offered it to readers 
of Christian Courier for 
12 dollars plus postage. 
Kindly order or inquire 

by email: 
fsawyer777@gmail.com

As a Christian pediatrician, are you confronted 
with ethical dilemmas?

i have encountered ethical dilemmas. the hardest for me 
have been when parents choose to end a pregnancy when 
their baby has a congenital malformation. these no doubt 
are very difficult and often heartbreaking decisions which 
couples make, which also break the heart of God.

How do you find balance in your life so that you 
can maintain a healthy body, mind and spirit?

In order to maintain balance in my life I try to make the 
most of my time away from work! I enjoy cooking healthy 
meals, spending time worshipping at church, taking time 
out for prayer and daily devotionals with my husband, and 
making time with friends and family a priority while try-
ing to stay active. It’s not always an easy balance to strike, 
but the Lord helps to strengthen and sustain us when we put 
him first and seek his guidance and direction for our lives. 
A favorite Scripture comes to mind. Proverbs 3:5-6 says, 
“trust the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he 
will make your paths straight.”

What advice would you give to a young person 
who is thinking about entering your profession?

i would advise a young person who is considering becom-
ing a doctor and surgeon to be sure they are doing it for the 
right reasons. The medical profession is a very rewarding, 
but demanding profession which requires sacrifices of your 

time and requires a lot of individuals, both physically and 
emotionally. While the pay is good, financial gain should not 
be your only motivation for a career in medicine. there are 
lots of great opportunities to help and to serve locally and 
abroad through a career in medicine, but remember that you 
don’t need to be a doctor and you don’t need to travel across 
the world to share the love of God!   

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema (sonyavf55ho-
tmail.com) is a freelance writer living in St. 

Catharines, Ont.

Pediatric surgeon serves locally and globally
Continued from page 12

Dr. Bailey in the Ukraine. 

In March 2013, a Pew Research poll showed that “a 
clear majority of Muslims oppose violence in the name 
of Islam. Indeed, about three-quarters or more in Pakistan 
(89 percent), Indonesia (81 percent), Nigeria (78 percent) 
and Tunisia (77 percent) say suicide bombings or other 
acts of violence that target civilians are never justified. 
And although substantial percentages in some countries 
do think suicide bombing is often or sometimes justified, 
including a 62 percent-majority of Palestinian Muslims, 
overall support for violence in the name of islam has de-
clined among Muslim publics during the past decade.” 

Yet these statistics are nevertheless disturbing. A sig-
nificant minority take the Quran’s violent ways to heart. 
All it takes is a silent majority of Muslims for the worst 
atrocities to persist against christians and others. As a 
violent criminal Muhammad was no comparison to the 
Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ. How to say this “with 
gentleness and respect” is the great challenge. If the point 
is graceful witness for Christ, it will not be wise to start 
there, but a balance is needed if we are to follow Jesus, 

being full of grace and truth. if the response is violent 
God has thankfully allowed for governmental means to 
restrain evil (Rom. 13:1-7). 

Theological reflection 
Overall, I have learned that the issues are more com-

plex than laying blame solely at islam’s feet. how much 
has Western cultural immorality played a role, or govern-
ment policies and military presence, whether Christian 
or not? reformed theology understands that all of life is 
broken by Adam and Eve’s fall into sin. This of course 
means that all people, both Christian and Muslim, need 
the saviour. By God’s grace the gift of repentance is the 
power of the cross. if we can humbly examine ourselves 
and also prophetically critique our culture, we will see 
afresh God’s grace in Christ to forgive our worst offenses, 
individually and collectively. 

From that place of grace we can speak with Muslims 
as one beggar pointing another to the food. As Paul said, 
“All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying 
the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires 
and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects 
of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who 
is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when 
were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been 
saved” (Eph. 2:3-5).

Before i left for the Middle East i viewed Muslims with 
more suspicion than sympathy, more criticism than care, 
more anger than love. But i’ve been moved by both ex-
perience and writers such as Michael coffman and Kate 
Mathieson. In their book Radical Islam in the House, they 
share: “We are no longer angry at [Muslims], but rath-
er, we are angry at the deceiver who holds them by the 
throat with a death grip that only Jesus the Messiah can 

loose . . .. We have come to the place where we long for 
each and every person, including Muslims, to know true 
freedom. We are not talking political freedom, though 
we want them to have that; we are not talking religious 
freedom; though we wish they could experience that as 
well. We are talking about the kind of freedom that comes 
in knowing that the God who created you would never 
require your blood to save you.” 

In this way I look forward to answering Muslims 
who ask about the hope we have in Christ, doing so with 
gentleness and respect.   

Daryl DeKlerk is one of the pastors at First Christian 
Reformed Church in Barrie, Ontario. He and his wife Ali-

cia enjoy spending time together and with their three young 
children. He welcomes your feedback, whether your experi-

ences resonate or differ, to ddeklerk@on.aibn.com. 

Islam and graceful Christian witness
Continued from page 2

Alaska Cruise  

7 Nights          Depart 4 June 2014
See Vancouver, Tracy Arm, Juneau, Skagway, 
Glacier Bay Scenic Cruising, Ketchikan  

Inside cabin $ 599.00   Outside Cabin $ 799.00
Gov fees & Taxes $ 178.36    Transfers $ 47.22

1 Bottle of wine per stateroom
Rates are per person

Book Today ! Supper Sale !

Grace Visscher
Visscher’s Travel & Cruise

1800-811-2388          gracevisscher@shaw.ca

Ephesus theatre

Daryl DeKlerk with a Turkish pastor

 HAL Volendam 
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VISION to REALITY
Our vision of a Christian retirement community  
within York Region is now becoming a reality  
as our infrastructure construction commences  
later this year, Phase I breaks ground in Spring 
2014 with anticipated occupancy Spring 2015.  

Call 905 591-3491, visit our website and learn how you can 
retire to a safe, Christian residential haven for seniors. 

www.themeadowsofaurora.com
info@themeadowsofaurora.com 

905 591-3491

York Region Christian Senior Homes Inc. 

 

Are you looking for a way to use and share your en-
ergy, talents, abilities, and faith in a non-traditional 
educational setting? If so, please apply to be a 
long-term volunteer for Toronto District Christian 
High School's International Co-op Education 
Program.

Up to four successful candidates (some male, 
some female) will work under the supervision 
of two teachers who oversee the one-semester, 
Grade 11 program which takes 20 students to the 
Dominican Republic for a cross-cultural, educa-
tional and service trip from late February to late 
April. The positions begin on Monday, February 3 
and end on April 30, 2014.

Responsibilities include supervising small groups 
of students in one or more of the following areas: 
construction, teaching, and desk repairs. Knowl-
edge of Spanish, the ability to lead in music (eg. 
Guitar), sharing one's faith, listening to others, 
having a spirit of adventure, and a desire to serve 
God and others are some of the qualities for which 
we are looking.

View the International Block 2013 Video on the 
tdchristian.ca webpage (bottom left rectangle) to 
get an idea of what the block is about. All expenses 
(except for personal effects) for the eight-week 
trip will be covered by the school. Successful 
candidates should be 21 years or older but are not 
required to be teachers. A police vulnerable sector 
check will be required.

If you wish to know more, feel free to send an email 
to principal@tdchristian.ca.

If you wish to apply, please send a Resume and a 
brief Statement of Faith to principal@tdchristian.
ca. Deadline is Nov. 15, 2013. However, we will 
deal with applicants as they apply and may fill 
positions before that date.

Jacoba DeBolster
May 19, 1929 – October 15, 2013

On October 15, 2013 at Shalom Manor, Grimsby, 
Jacoba DeBolster died peacefully 
surrounded by her loving family. 

She is now safely in the arms of Jesus. 

She is the beloved wife of Henry R. DeBolster 
and loving mother of: 

Geri and Marty VanEngen
Bert and Jane DeBolster
Nel and Andy Straatsma
Len and Elaine DeBolster
Joanne and Jim Teeuwsen. 

She was blessed with 15 grandchildren and 15 
great-grandchildren. 

She will be sorely missed by her dear sister Nel 
Vlot in The Netherlands and her many friends.

 Donations may be made to 
Redeemer University College. 

Please sign the Book of Condolence at 
kitchingsteepeandludwig.com

The Human Resource Team of 

in Grimsby, Ontario is searching for a

Worship/Music Director (full-time)

and

Director of Community Life (full-time)

Job descriptions for these positions are available 
upon request from Nelly Baarda at nbaarda@
mountainviewcrc.org. 

Anyone interested in either of these positions is 
invited to submit an application to Sue Kikkert, 
Secretary of the Human Resource Team, at 
suekikkert@hotmail.com.  

Please include a brief history of your work experi-
ence that is appropriate for the position you are 
applying for.

Second Semester Teacher

Toronto District Christian High School, 
located in Woodbridge ON

 (just north of Toronto) is looking for a teacher for 
a one-semester full-time position from 

January 27 to June 26, 2014.
The successful candidate will teach a small 
class of English as a Second Language 
Learners, Grade 10 History, and Grade 10 
Girls Physical Education and coach a Grade 
9 and 10 ultimate frisbee or a varsity soccer 
team.

If you are interested in pursuing this oppor-
tunity, please email your Resume (along with 
References), Philosophy of Christian Educa-
tion, and a Statement of Faith to principal@
tdhristian.ca. 

The process will require selected respon-
dents to visit the school and spend time with 
selected staff and students.

Henry (Henk) Mulder
A man of few words but many kind deeds passed 
away, after a brief illness, on the 16th of October 
2013 in his 86th year. 

Henry is survived by his beloved wife of 58 years 
Henderika (Rika) Mulder as well as his three chil-
dren: Harold Mulder, Wilma Bosgraaf (Richard), 
and Art Mulder (Heather). 
He is also fondly remembered by his 6 grandchil-
dren: Brandon (Lindsay), Brianna (Mark), Gerrit, 
Justin, Marika, and Theo. 
He will also be missed by his extended family in 
the Netherlands and the USA.  

In lieu of flowers you can best honour Henk by 
spending time with those that you love.

Correspondence address
67 Pearce, St.Catharines ON L2M 6N2

Associate Minister 

Rehoboth Fellowship CRC in Toronto is 
seeking an experienced person to be our min-
istry leader.  We want someone to inspire and 
lead us to become a more effective presence in 
our neighbourhood and the communities where 
God has placed us.

Responsibilities will focus on our community 
ministries and monthly preaching. This is cur-
rently a part time position, requiring a minimum 
of 24 hours of work per week. The successful 
candidate will work alongside our current full-
time pastor.

Rehoboth Fellowship is a mature, welcoming, 
suburban congregation with active cell groups, 
Alpha and Coffee Break programs.  

For a complete position description, please 
email Jane Frost, Council Chair 

at jm.frost@sympatico.ca   

Application deadline is January 31, 2014.

23 September  1921                   24 October 2013
Stellendam                                             Brampton

Hendrika Sarina Jongkind (nee Kreeft) 

With thankfulness to God for a life of 92 years 
filled with love, happiness and an unwavering 
faith, the earthly journey for Rie Jongkind – Wife, 
Mother, Oma, and Great-Grandmother is over.  

We her children Nenke & Robert T’hoen; Jake & 
Marion; Ernie & Adriana; Adam & Judy; Scott & 
Marisa; Judy & Alan Bennink; 16 Grandchildren, 
15 Great-grandchildren grieve, but also celebrate 
her life.  

We celebrated her life on Monday, October 28.  

Anyone wishing to remember Rie  
can send a card to: Nenke Jongkind

6 – 9 Inkerman Street 
Toronto ON  M4Y 1M5

If desired, donations in recognition of a life well 
lived may be forwarded to: 

The Lighthouse 
1008 Bathurst St., Toronto ON  M5R 3G7

or Holland Christian Homes  
7900 McLaughlin Rd S, Brampton ON L6Y 5A7

Second Pastor 

Ancaster CRC is a larger congregation in 
the Greater Hamilton area.  

We are a congregation with a diversity of rich 
programs and many passionate volunteers. 

Our church is seeking a second pastor who will 
be part of a team ministry working together with 
our Lead Pastor.  This pastor’s responsibilities 
will include preaching and pastoral care.  

Interested parties are encouraged to forward 
their letter of interest or profile to 

acrccalling@gmail.com.

Obituaries

Job Opportunities

Vacation Rentals

Fall in Florida  
and enjoy the extended Summer!  

Fort Myers, canal home for rent –  Oct., Nov., 
Dec. 2013 and April 2014. Reasonable rates. 

Call Michael  at 905-332-6711 
to make arrangements.

Two Florida Pool Homes for Rent 
3 bed, 2 bath in beautiful Cape Coral Florida. 
For pictures and reasonable rates contact 

Glen at 519-863-6965 or 
e-mail: mgsikma@xplornet.com

Holiday accomodation in Holland  with vehicle rentals, tours.  Website: chestnutlane.nl

International Block Chaperons/Volunteers Needed

Note: Family ads in Christian Courier are also 
on our website. Click on the Family Ads link on 
the bottom banner.
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We offer

full service & factory

warranties

712891 Middletown Line
Norwich, ON N0J 1P0

519-879-9779

www.classicalorgan.ca
info@classicalorgan.ca

The organ

that plays digitally

recorded real organ pipes,

built for homes and

churches.

Your church and
home organ specialist

Henry J. Koornneef CFP, CPCA
Executive Director

FOUNDATION for Niagara & Hamilton area Christian Schools

6488 Smithville Road
PO Box 850

Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
Phone: 905-957-8172

1-877-340-9555
www.schoolfoundation.ca

office@schoolfoundation.ca

Certified 
Financial Planner™

Low Interest Rates?
Ever considered a charitable

GIFT ANNUITY?
Sex and Age Rate /amount Charitable receipt Tax Free Taxable
 Male       70 5.97%  $1,194 $5,791  $1,084 $110
 Female   75 6.20%   $1,240 $6,010    $1,202   $38

Amount based on sample of $20,000
Sample for joint life annuity (payable as long as either person is alive)
 Male 75 &
 Female 75 5.59% $1,118  $4,889 $1,045   $73

Call or fax for an explanatory brochure and/or confidential no-obligation quote.       

Phone: 416-410-4244  I  Fax: 416-465-6367  I  www.linkcharity.ca          
1-800-387-8146  I  45 Harriet St, TORONTO, ON M4L 2G1                

De Nederlandse COURANT
North America's oldest and most published 

Dutch language paper and exclusive aftermarket
distributor of the Libelle and Margriet

magazines in its 55th year of publication.

SPECIAL NEW SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

De Nederlandse COURANT:     1 year   $15.00   (regular $33.00)
2 years $40.00  (regular $62.50)

Margriet or Libelle with De Nederlandse COURANT:
1 year  $125.00  (regular $160.00)
2 years $220.00  (regular $280.00)

Mail your info with your cheque to:
De Nederlandse COURANT

2110 Hunt Crescent, Burlington ON   L7M 2N9

"*Include this ad with your order.

Mail your name and address with your cheque to::

CRC EXTENSION 
FUND

Your funds will be invested in 
Christian Reformed Church and 

Christian school building projects 
in Canada.

Rates to Dec 31, 2013
We pay 2.75% 

on CRC deposits.
Earn approx. 3.2% 

on rrsP/rriF/tFsA 

 Write:  CRC Extension Fund
  45 Harriet St, 
              Toronto ON M4L 2G1
Email: harry@
crcextensionfund.org
Call:  416-461-1207    
Fax:  416-465-6367       

“...serving Christian   Reformed churches 
and Christian schools since  1970"     

Classifieds

DEADLINE Christian Courier is 
published on the second and forth 
Mondays of the month. Deadline is 
13 days prior to publication date.
RATES: All personal and family 
announcements: $6.00 per square 
inch. Display advertising re. busi-
nesses and organizations: $7.00 per 
square inch. 
SUBMITTING YOUR AD: 
e-mail: admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail: 2 Aiken St
St. Catharines ON  L2N 1V8

See website for more information:
christiancourier.ca

Wallaceburg Bookbinding
& MFG. CO. LTD.

We Bind, Rebind and Restore 
Save money– Don't buy replacements! 

Churches: Send us one of your hymnals as a sample and we will rebind 
it at no cost. Normal price for quantities of five or more-$8.75

Personal Orders: We will bind short run editions e.g. family histories as 
well as rebinding and restoring personal books.
.

1-800-214-2463       FAX (519)627-6922
95 Arnold St. Wallaceburg ON  N8A 3P3         http://wbmbindery.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lest we forget that 
Life begins at Conception 

Sudoku Puzzle - Medium                        www.sudoku-puzzles.net
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If you know 
of a family of 
Dutch heritage 
in Ontario in 
real need, we 

would like to hear from you before 
November 15th, in order that we may 
surprise them with a food parcel this 
holiday season. 

Please note that our registered 
charitable standing was granted on 
the condition that all recipient fam-
ilies are of Dutch heritage. For each 
recipient a questionnaire has to be 
completed and signed by the contact 
person. 

Please forward all requests to the 
following address by November 

15th, and we will forward a question-
naire to you to be completed: Mrs. 
G. Spaans, Committee Netherlands 
Bazaar, 15 Pavillion St., Unionville 
ON L3R 1N8. 

The following committee members 
may also be notified by phone:  
Gé Spaans (905) 477-1243,  
Jannie Thomas (416) 498-8706, 
Dia Pos (905-854-5102),  
Henny deCloe (416-222-1677), 
Nellie Kamerman (905-884-6939)
or Holly de Jong 416-759-5472.

For the Committee, 
Gé Spaans, 
Email: committee@netherlandsba-
zaar.com
Web: netherlandsbazaar.com

Holiday Food Parcel

Events/Advertising
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MERIT HOSTED TOURS
PERU   12 nights  April 12 2014 $3995.00
        incl. 2 meals daily, 3-4 star hotels
TUSCANY  25 nights  March 2 2014  $4745.00 
        incl. 3 nights ROME
CHINA, deluxe  15 days   May 8 2014   $3700.00
        incl. river cruise

Includes airfare and taxes.  Based on double occupancy

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Nov 12-16  The Ambassadors Christian Male Chorus 

with special guests from Holland, the ‘Hi-Five’ 
woodwind quintet will be in concert.  Concerts 
start at 7:30 p.m.  Freewill offering taken.  Loca-
tions: 
Nov 12 – Holland Christian Homes, 7900 
McLaughlin Rd, Brampton, ON 
Nov 14 – Shalom Manor, 12 Bartlett Ave, Grims-
by, ON 
Nov 15 – Reformed Church, 74 Wellington St. S,  
Drayton, ON 
Nov 16 – Mountainview CRC, 290 Main St E, 
Grimsby, ON

Nov 14 The 20th Annual Church and Charity Law 
Seminar will be hosted by Carters Professional 
Corporation at Portico Community Church, Mis-
sisauga, Ont.  Details online at carters.ca/pub/
seminar/chrchlaw/2013/brochure.htm

Dec 8 Dutch Service will be held in the Ancaster 
Christian Reformed Church at 3:00 p.m.  Rev. 
John Klomps will be preaching.

IRELAND COACH TOUR
Fully escorted by Yvonne Mulder

MAY 13-23, 2014
Join us for Christian fellowship on this 10 night tour which will 
highlight the beauty of Southern Ireland from Dublin, including 
Waterford, Kinsal, Killarney, Bunratty, Galway and Malahide. 

$3298.00* total per person based on double occupancy
*Includes roundtrip air transportation from Toronto with Air Canada Rouge, 9 nights 
deluxe accommodations, motor coach transportation, all taxes, sightseeing costs, most 
meals, gratuities and roundtrip transfers from Hamilton to the Toronto Airport. Land ar-
rangements are provided by Enchanted Tours.

 For more information please contact: YVONNE MULDER
Direct line: 905-807-1348      Email at: ymulder@tpi.ca

Web: tpiworldwide.com/yvonnemuldertpi/
TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS INTERNATIONAL

4 ROBERT SPECK PKWY 15TH FLR,   MISSISSAUGA  ON   L4Z 1S1 
PH: 905-896-6948                                                        TICO #1576226

Maranatha hoMes, located in south Burlington near many ame-
nities, is a place where Christian seniors can enjoy independent 
living in community with others.

• Reasonable rent rates at $796 per month
• Newly renovated units
• Award winning architectural design
• Well maintained building and grounds
• No condo fees or utility bills

All this and more make Maranatha Homes an attractive and 
affordable accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact: rosanne van der Woerd 
109-3260 New St. Burlington ON L7N 3L4

905-681-0311 Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com

Maranatha
             hoMes

Living independently in christian community

That’s how Joan Barkman, 
a Program Officer at Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, describes how 
syrian refugees living in Lebanon 
get food from the organization to 
feed their families.

In August, Barkman and 
Foodgrains Bank Executive 
Director Jim Cornelius visited a 
store participating in a voucher 
program being implemented by 
Mennonite central committee.

While there, they observed 
refugees shopping for needed 
food and other household goods, 
going up and down the aisles 
with shopping carts.

“It was like a normal day at the 
grocery store,” says Barkman, 
even if the larger situation facing 
the refugees “is anything but nor-
mal” – a reference to how they 
have fled fighting in that coun-
try, finding shelter wherever they 
can.

During a conversation with the 
store owner, he told them that the 
voucher program was working 
well.

“he felt there was good over-
sight,” she said, adding that mer-
chants also keep an eye on pur-
chasers – if someone comes into 
a store more than once in a month 
with a voucher, it’s a flag that 
they may be using purchased or 
stolen vouchers.

the stores themselves are mon-
itored by local partners, who visit 
participating stores on a regular 
basis to check for quality. They 
also check to make sure the refu-
gees aren’t being charged more 
than other customers.

“It’s not a big concern,” 
Barkman says of worries that 
refugees might be charged more. 
“the prices being paid by refu-
gees are the same ones being paid 
by everyone else. the prices are 
right on the products for every-
one to see.”

As for what recipients can buy, 
“the vouchers can only be used 
to buy approved products,” she 
says. “Alcohol and cigarettes are 
excluded.”

the monitoring continues after 
purchases are made. To be paid, 
merchants need to attach the re-
ceipt to the voucher and then 
submit it to Mcc’s Lebanese 
partner, Popular Aid for Relief 
and Development (PArD). staff 
at PArD examine the receipts to 
ensure only approved items are 
being purchased.

“Vouchers aren’t the solu-
tion for every food crisis, but 
they make sense in Lebanon and 
Jordan where there is a lot of 

food available in stores,” says 
Foodgrains Bank International 
Programs Director Grant hillier.

noting that the Foodgrains 
Bank usually provides actual 
food in other countries, Hillier 
goes on to say that vouchers are a 
more appropriate response in this 
situation.

The refugees, he says, “are 
mostly middle income people 
who have fled their homes in 
towns and cities. they are accus-
tomed to getting their food at a 
grocery store – giving them a bag 
of grain or flour and cooking oil 
would not be helpful.”

In addition to providing $1.8 
million for Mcc’s voucher pro-
ject, the Foodgrains Bank has 
also provided $782,000 for a 
combined voucher and food 
basket project being imple-
mented by World renew with 
its local partner, the Lebanese 
society for Educational & social 
Development.

Altogether, the Foodgrains 
Bank has committed $5.2 million 
to help people affected by the 
conflict in Syria. This response 
is made possible with financial 
support from the government of 
canada.

If you would like to support the 
Foodgrains Bank’s efforts to help 
people in Syria, go to the Syria 
Crisis Appeal page to make a do-
nation.  

Used with permission.
http://www.foodgrainsbank.ca/

Voucher programs in Lebanon "just like going to Safeway"
Syrian refugees shop for food provided through Canadian Foodgrains Bank

Shopping for food at a local store.
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VOTED NO. 1 DIAMOND WINNER
Christian Community 

55 Plus Premium Living 

At Evergreen Terrace, you are able to protect your investment 
and preserve your equity in retirement years. Evergreen Terrace 
is sponsored by a non-profi t organization which makes all the 
diff erence in off ering you a better option for the second half of life.
  
Call Today and Discover Life is Better at Evergreen Terrace!

 Niagara’s Leading Christian Lifestyle Community
275 Main Street East • Grimsby • 905-309-7888

www.evergreenterrace.ca

just knowing that we have a complete 
campus of housing and services at our 

doorstep, is our peace of mind
J.N.D. Evergreen Terrace Resident

ODDS & TRENDS
Red is the new orange

inmates in orange digging ditches? that’s a hollywood cliché. in 
Canada, federal prisoners are offered more edifying work. CBC reports that 
inmates in the Prairie provinces will assemble poppy pins this winter for 

Remembrance Day 2014. Correctional Services Canada is providing 
job-training in poppy production – which involves joining the red 

flower and black centre with a bent steel pin. 
“I’ve got no problem with it,” Andy Fialski, a retired master 

corporal living in Winnipeg, told CBC. “It’s putting them to 
work doing something good for a change.”

While critics of the plan have raised concerns about in-
mates having access to metal pins, Correctional Services guar-

antees that security measures will be put in place. 
Until 1996, poppies were made by disabled veterans, work 

which is now handled by a private contractor. As usual, poppy 
sales support the Royal Canadian Legion, which is happy to 
accept the handiwork of prisoners. A rep for the Legion has 

said that “helping Canadians in all communities” is at the heart of its mis-
sion. Poppies have been the official symbol of remembrance and trade-
marked by the Royal Canadian Legion since 1921.  

Fans of the Netflix show Orange is the New Black, which dramatizes the 
true story of Piper Kerman’s stint in a U.S. federal women’s prison, won’t see 
poppy production on the small screen anytime soon, however. The American 
Legion still uses veterans to assemble its crepe-paper poppies for Memorial 
Day, proving that red might be the new orange north of the border only.   

CC heading to Jordan and Lebanon
on behalf of Christian Courier, journalist Dena Nicolai is travelling to the 

Middle East in two weeks as part of a media tour sponsored by the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank and World Renew. Wayne de Jong, Director of Disaster 
Response for World Renew, will be hosting a group of four Canadian jour-
nalists, including Nicolai, through parts of Jordan and Lebanon. They will 
see the Syrian refugee crisis firsthand, as well as learn about the ongoing 
relief efforts of more than a dozen aid or-
ganizations in these countries. 

since civil war began in syria over 
two years ago, an estimated 4.5 million 
syrians have been displaced within their 
own country, with an additional two mil-
lion having fled to neighbouring countries 
for safety. 

“When they do find a safe place to live,” 
World Renew reports, “they still face sky-
rocketing prices for food, rent, and other 
household needs . . .. [And] as winter ap-
proaches, the needs of these families are 
increasing.” 

Crisis Coverage
nicolai is currently completing an MA 

in theological studies at regent college 
in Vancouver and is a regular contribu-
tor to Christian Courier. Prior to that, 
she lived several years in Egypt working 
with the council of christian colleges and 
Universities, through their Middle East Studies Program, and volunteer-
ing with several different organizations assisting African refugees in Cairo. 
in september 2009 CC published her eyewitness account of Egypt’s civil 
unrest in an article entitled “Ripe for revolution,” months before the Arab 
spring began.

The CFGB/World Renew media tour will fly out from Toronto to Amman, 
Jordan on Nov. 23, and spend three days visiting Syrian refugees as well as 
meeting with nGos. From there the team will travel to Beirut. 

Nicolai will be live-blogging her trip on our website, christiancourier.
ca; you can also follow her journey on our Facebook page starting Nov. 24. 
upcoming articles by nicolai in December will deliver analysis into this 
humanitarian crisis. Please keep the situation in Syria in your prayers: for 
the innocent civilians affected; for the nGos providing assistance; and for 
the protection of this media tour.  

– Angela Reitsma Bick

Nicolai in Syria (2010) at an 
old Crusader castle called the 
"Krak des Chevaliers," which has 
reportedly been used as a rebel 
base.

DAnnY EBErsoLE


