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Surviving in Ukraine after one year of full-scale war. | Kristen Parker

‘WE HAVE HOPE’

“IT IS A MIRACLE THAT WE ARE STILL ALIVE,” Sviatoslav Shevchuk, 
Major Archbishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, told 80 members 
of the press. “So many good people around the world are united with 
us in their prayers and in their generosity.”   

On February 8, 2023, Aid to The Church In Need (ACN Internation-
al) hosted an online zoom call with His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk 
and the Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine, Mons. Visvaldas Kulbokas. The 
call was moderated by Maria Lozano of ACN International. They dis-
cussed  conditions for the church and for Christians in the Ukraine, 
including their thanks for Christians around the world who have lifted 
up their country in prayer over the past year.

On February 24, 2022, Russia launched an official military invasion 
of Ukraine, and has continued to push forward claiming land, destroy- Continued on page 2
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NIGERIA HAS THE CAPACITY to 
export two million barrels of oil 
per day, the highest export rate 
of any African nation. Some of 
these fossil fuels end up in Can-
ada. In 2021, Canada bought 
2.1 billion dollars of Nigerian 
products including mineral fuels 
and oils, cocoa, rubber and lead. 
Yet despite Nigeria’s wealth of 
non-renewable energy resour-
ces, 41 percent of the country’s 
200 million inhabitants have 
no access to electricity. Instead 
of plugging into a nationwide 
power grid, these Nigerians are 
forced to buy high-emissions gas 
or diesel generators to fuel their 
homes and businesses. 

THE SUN IN THE NIGHT

Using solar power to tackle energy poverty in Nigeria.
Femare Okemena

In 2014, Chuks Umezulora, an 
industrial chemist with 15 years 
of experience in the solar indus-
try, and his brother, Uche, found-
ed Auxano Solar Nigeria Limited 
as an environmentally conscious 
solution to Nigeria’s electricity 
access challenges. 

COUNTING THE COSTS
Auxano aims to offer competitive 
prices on the solar solutions they 
manufacture, assemble and install. 
But setting up solar power still 
isn’t cheap.

“The cost of acquisition is usual-
ly high,” admits Umezulora. “It is 
like asking somebody to pay for 

Archpriest Herasymiv praying with soldiers at a blockpost in Ukraine.

ing cities and making a devastat-
ing impact on Ukraine. Lonzano 
began the call by reminding par-
ticipants, however, that “the con-
flict has [actually] been going on 
since 2014 in Ukraine.”

“It’s been many years of wars, 
but one year of full-scale war.”

PASTORAL WORK
When asked about how they’ve 
managed to survive a full year af-
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Mr. Afolabi with Auxano Staff and All On investors 
(including Dr. Wiebe Boer) at Auxano’s factory.
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ter this full-scale invasion of Russia, His Beatitude Shevchuk honestly 
answered, “I have to say, I don’t know how. It is a miracle” that can 
be attributed, in part, to the global support Ukraine has received. But 
from a humanitarian point of view, he said, the situation in Ukraine 
is deteriorating. “Almost 15 million Ukrainians have been forced to 
leave their homes. Many of them – around 7 million – are refugees 
and have left Ukraine. We are so grateful the European nations are 
receiving and accepting Ukrainian refugees.”  

His Beatitude Shevchuk said that many people are returning to their 
homes but have no electricity, heating systems, or the fundamentals 
to survive. He said, “Russia is methodically destroying the critical 
infrastructure of the Ukrainian cities. In this moment, 50 percent of 
the electricity supply in Ukraine is destroyed.”

Mons. Kulbokas described one woman he met who puts in head-
phones and turns on her vacuum cleaner when she hears the alarm 
bells, because the headphones help drown out the sound of nearby ex-
plosions. “People don’t want to continuously hear missiles and drones 
and explosions,” he said.

Another story Mons. Kulbokas gave was of an officer who spent 
five months as a prisoner of war. When he was released, he was asked 
“What does victory mean for you?” He responded by saying, “I want 
to see our Ukraine as a beautiful country – united and free of corrup-

tion.” As Mons. Kulbokas noted, 
the officer didn’t say anything 
about Russia. “He mentioned that 
for him the victory would be pro-
tecting and building the future of 
Ukraine.”

“We need prayer; we need pas-
toral work; we need charity in 
order to help those people build 
the Ukraine and build a beautiful 
country,” Mons. Kulbokos said. 
“To build a country that is in-
spired by humanity. That is why 
we just need to stay together.”

UKRAINE CONTINUED

Shevchuk.
“We have hope – if we man-

aged to survive for one year, it’s a 
miracle, and I think Ukraine will 
prevail. There’s an increasing 
hope among a different kind of 
people in Ukraine.”

The two Ukrainian guests ex-
pressed their gratitude to par-
ticipants: “Today I take this 
opportunity to thank everyone. 
We feel your presence. We feel 
your closeness. Your prayers 
are producing miracles. Every 
week I hear stories about people 
– from military chaplains – who 
tell about miracles,” concluded 
Mons. Kulbokas. His Beatitude 
Shevchuk said, “Thank you for 
being with us in such a difficult 
situation. Thank you for praying 
for us. Thank you for conveying 
a truth . . . Thank you for being 
our friends.” 

Kristen Parker

Kristen is a freelance writer 
for Christian Courier. She 
has a passion for words 
and house plants.

The church is doing its best to 
heal wounds, His Beatitude said. 
He mentioned that almost 80 per-
cent of the people in Ukraine do 
need some rehabilitation to over-
come their trauma,  whether psy-
chological, physical or spiritual.  

WHAT IS TO COME? 
“We don’t know what to expect 
in the future. We are receiving 
concerning news from the front-
line that Russia is escalating the 
situation,” said His Beatitude 

Liturgy in the air raid shelter.

Father Vitaliy Vojesta helping refugees.

Ukrainian Archbishop Shevchuk blessing corpses in Chernihiv.
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all of the energy they are going 
to use for the next three years up-
front.”

But Umezulora pointed to hope-
ful and practical solutions.

“Grants and incentives have 
come up and have been tailored to-
ward the less privileged. USADF, 
Power Africa, World Bank, Bank 
of Industry and Allon have been 
[contributors] in a bid to reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels.” 
Umezulora says that Nigerian 
banks are considering consumer 
financing, as they do for cars.

Some Auxano customers 
choose to start with just 20 watts 
of power and build up to solar 
dependence gradually. These cus-
tomers may also see lower costs in 
the future as technology continues 
to improve.

“Renewable energy is not as ex-
pensive as people think,” explains 

NIGERIA CONTINUED

Femare Okemena 

Femare is a Nigerian-Can-
adian freelance writer 
based in Edmonton, Alta. 
You can read more of her 
work at femareokemena.
com.

HOPE-FILLED ENERGY

FORBES AFRICA named Sandra Chukwudozie a trailblazer in their 30 
Under 30 Class of 2022. Chukwudozie is the founder and CEO of 
Salpha Energy. “This was a company born out of a desire to tackle 
injustice,” wrote Forbes Africa. Salpha Energy addresses energy in-
justice by working towards a future where solar energy is accessible to 
everyone. The organization is based in Nigeria and “on an aggressive 
mission to bring clean and affordable solar energy through the design 
of innovative solar products across the African continent, while at the 
same time growing African talent.” Salpha Energy’s mission is rooted 
in the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a call 
to action and guide for all countries. Each of the 17 goals focuses on 
sustainable growth, protection of the planet and the end of poverty. 
Goal 7 states that affordable and clean energy plays a part in and im-
pacts all SDGs; the UN describes energy as “central to nearly every 
major challenge and opportunity.”

BILLIONS OF INDIVIDUALS
Salpha Energy agrees, stating on their website, “Energy poverty is an 
area of concern that . . . affects billions of people globally. Those affect-
ed are forced to resort to alternative methods that have proven harm-
ful to human life and the environment. . . Nearly 9 out of 10 people 
now have access to electricity, but reaching the unserved 789 million 
around the world – 548 million people in sub- Saharan Africa alone – 
that lack access will require increased efforts.” Lack of electricity often 
results in a scarcity of clean water. Women and girls spend hours col-
lecting drinking water. Energy poverty results in the inability to store 

Sandra Chukwudozie is harnessing the sun to create 
‘affordable power for all.’   | Candice Goodchild

they have and not feel the pressure to meet up with the pace of de-
veloped nations.”

A BRIGHT FUTURE
In 2015, the Nigerian Energy Awards recognized Auxano as The Most 
Innovative Energy Company. They’ve also had visitors from major na-
tional and international organizations, like the World Bank.

Auxano has branches in three major Nigerian cities with plans to 
partner with more companies across West Africa. They hope to expand 
at a slow pace and work with local partners in neighbouring countries. 
These local players will help the company with market penetration and 

knowledge. Meanwhile, Auxano 
will offer training, products and 
technical skills.

Umezulora sees hope on the 
horizon. “This is one industry that 
I’m positive is going to be the fu-
ture of energy in Nigeria.”  

vaccines, to do schoolwork in the 
evening hours and limits progress 
for countless businesses. Maaike 
VanderMeer stated in an article 
“Net Zero Ethics” (CC, Dec. 12, 
2022) that the continent of Africa 
and other regions of the Global 
South are significantly more vul-
nerable to the effects of climate 
change than the Global North, 
while contributing significantly 
less emissions – the continent of 
Africa contributes only two to 
three percent of global emissions. 

LIGHT UP THE WORLD 
Harnessing the energy of the sun 
and implementing business prac-
tices to serve the underserved and 
more vulnerable populations in 
her native Nigeria, Chukwudozie 

aims to provide sustainable, equi-
table energy; “I watched people 
in my country suffer inhumane 
treatment, because a flawed sys-
tem, which should have protect-
ed their interests, was set up in 
a way that only benefited those 
at the top of management. This 
fueled a passion within me to 
want to change the status quo and 

Umezulora. “In the long run, they 
save on their energy bill.”

OVERCOMING BARRIERS
Manufacturing is a tough busi-
ness that requires capital. Umezu-
lora says that investors shy away 
when it comes to manufacturing 
and are more interested in mini-
grids. These are small energy dis-
tribution networks separate from 
the main energy grid. Mini-grids 
can supply the needs of a village, 
a community with residences and 
public buildings, or sometimes 
a whole island, but they’re not 
enough to solve Nigeria’s long-
term energy problems.

Nigeria needs to be industrial-
ized, says Umezulora, and the 
government should subsidize the 
cost of energy production rather 
than consumption. He also be-
lieves that “every country should 
transition to renewable energy at 
their own pace, start with what 

break the cycle of injustice,” she 
told Forbes. Salpha Energy offers 
solar products ranging from vari-
ous home fridge and freezer sys-
tems to energy kits which include 
lights, radios and charging sta-
tions for phones. Images on their 
website show these solar systems 
at work in small businesses: a 
barber shop, a chicken farm, a 
small grocery store. As we seek 
how to live out justice and cre-
ation care, let us look for ways 
to partner with organizations like 
Chukwudozie’s. As Salpha Ener-
gy’s mission states, “Together we 
can light up the world.”  

MORE EXAMPLES, PLEASE
These two articles are part of Christian Courier’s ongoing series 
on innovation in the energy sector, and part of our overall mis-
sion to help Canadian Christians transition to more sustainable 
lifestyles.  If you know of an entrepreneur who is balancing the 
equation between justice and climate care, email editor@chris-
tiancourier.ca because we’d love to meet them! 

Candice Goodchild

Candice is a freelance 
writer and editor. She lives 
in Bracebridge, Ontario 
with her husband and 
three children.

Tw
itt

er
.

Tw
itt

er
.

Mrs Taiwo (left) and Obioha Lois, Salpha customers. 

Izuchukwu Okpala, Auxano's  Assembly Plant Manager.

One of Auxano's solar arrays.
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Then I thought – “Wait a second: this is the guy we want to put in 
charge of the church’s bank accounts?”

Maybe I was missing something. 
After our next Council meeting, I tried asking around, discreetly. 
“Did you know Dave Green gave a CCRAA talk?” I began.
“Yah, I saw that. Wasn’t it great?” Karen enthused. “So inspiring.” 
“What about, um, the ‘error of judgement’ thing?” I asked.  
“Oh,” she said, waving her hand like she was shooing away a fly, 

“that. I figure it’s none of our business.” 
Others at church gave me similar answers. 
“We don’t need all the details.” 
“No one’s perfect.” 
I am not a gossip, but surely the details around half a million missing 

dollars were relevant. Not wanting to seem rude, however, I didn’t 
pry. Dave never said outright that he’d done anything wrong; but, as 
far as I could tell, he never gave the money back, either. Had he turned 
over a new leaf? Would he leave our church bank accounts intact? 

The next Sunday, we thanked Bob, gave him a framed print and 
said goodbye. In a matter of weeks, Dave was our new Treasurer, 
and the mood during Council meetings lifted. Even if he didn’t bring 
Timbits.   

DOUBLE STANDARD
Okay. Here’s the thing: I made that story up. It’s a parable, and I ask 
for your patience as we switch out commandments. Imagine that, in-
stead of the eighth, Dave had broken the seventh. 

How many men in church leadership have made sexual ‘errors 
of judgement’? Sometimes caught because they’ve broken the law, 
sometimes by their own admission. How many times are these men 
cushioned from the consequences by their status, exempt by char-
isma, forgiven without even apologizing? Why are their appalling 
transgressions glossed over, when the sins of everyone else receive 
so little grace? 

Mars Hill imploded, and Mark Driscoll simply planted a new church 
– ignoring dozens of leaders who call him ‘unrepentant, unfit to pas-
tor.’ Harvest Bible Chapel fired Rev. James MacDonald for “harmful” 
conduct, but that hasn’t stopped the megachurch pastor: he’s back in 

A FEW YEARS AGO, I WAS ON COUNCIL AS AN ELDER AT OUR CHURCH. 
This was before the pandemic; our congregation at the time was fairly 
large, around 700 professing members. I am not a numbers person but 
I would get a copy of the budget, like everyone else. We would vote 
on a few items, but it was obvious that the real heavy lifting happened 
when the executive council met – they set the salaries, reviewed ex-
penses. We’d just pick the brave soul whose turn it was to make the 
next announcement about how much more we needed from the con-
gregation’s wallets before the end of the fiscal year. 

Bob Vanderskol had been the Treasurer for decades. And he’d al-
ways done a good job – the lights were still on, at least – so it makes 
sense we all got a little panicky when he said, out of the blue, that he 
was moving to Palm Beach. And no, he wouldn’t be doing the church 
books from there. 

After a stunned silence in the consistory room, and a brief period of 
mourning (Bob came to every meeting with a 20-pack of Timbits), the 
Chair voiced what we were all thinking. 

“Well,” she said, “who wants to be Treasurer?” 
No one made eye contact with her, which is the adult version of 

saying “not it!” in tag, and none of us looked at Bob, either – just in 
case his years of commitment were somehow contagious. Most of us 
were already on two or three subcommittees. 

Then Karen said: “What about Dave?” 
She didn’t even need to say his last name. Dave Green was new to 

our church, but he was the kind of person everyone knew. He owned 
a backhoe company with his brother and also sold vitamins, or some-
thing along those lines. And he’s the guy who started the #GivingBack 
movement, remember that? It was a Kickstarter campaign that raised 
two million to help Syrian refugees resettle in Canada. We all agreed: 
Dave Green would be perfect. That he wasn’t already on Council was 
just a small hitch, quickly remedied by unanimous vote. 

A few days after that meeting, however, I found something strange. 

BEHIND THE SCENES
Dave had given the keynote address at the last in-person Canadian 
Christian Relief and Aid Association conference. His talk – entitled 
“Our Money, God’s Plan: The Backstory to #GivingBack” – was 
on YouTube. I watched it while folding laundry. Just like at church, 
Dave was funny, dynamic and self-deprecating. His daughter was a 
childhood cancer survivor, and that experience fueled his passion for 
helping others in need. He talked about how he started #GivingBack 
in 2015 out of his kitchen, and now it had 18 employees, four govern-
ment grants and had funnelled over $8 million directly to aid organiz-
ations overseas. “In one error of judgement,” he said, “I put $500,000 
into a personal account. But my wife stood by me in that difficult time. 
And I know that God is going to do amazing things with that money!” 

I pressed pause on the video. I replayed it, my mind whirling. Had 
he just admitted to stealing half a million dollars donated to charity? 
To a roomful of people working in the non-profit sector? Surely not. 
There are laws against that, right? He wouldn’t be able to get away 
with that. 

Editorial

THE PROBLEM WITH 
POWERFUL MEN

Angela Reitsma Bick | Editor

Angela, a member of Hope Fellowship Christian Reformed Church, has been 
Editor of CC for 14 years. She lives in Newcastle with her family.  

the pulpit in Arizona. Disgraced 
Hillsong pastor Brian Houston is 
returning to ministry. And despite 
being kicked out of his entire de-
nomination for sex assault alleg-
ations, ex-Southern Baptist Con-
vention President Johnny Hunt is 
preaching again and hosting the 
Johnny Hunt Men’s Conference 
this month. 

It took me 10 minutes on Goo-
gle to find those examples. 

Who comes to mind for you?

A QUESTION OF INTEGRITY
There has to be a way, without 
gossiping, to stop giving power-
ful men a pass because “no one’s 
perfect.” There has to be a way, 
without gossiping, to stand with 
their victims instead. (Make no 
mistake: there are victims. If it 
seems like there aren’t, that’s just 
because we haven’t been listen-
ing.) 

Sometimes the details are rel-
evant. 

Sometimes it is our business, 
to know whether the people who 
stand in the pulpit and whose 
Christian brands we enfranchise 
have integrity. 

Sometimes there is a moment 
when we need to say, out loud, 
“Wait a second: this is the guy 
we want to put in charge of our 
spiritual health?”  
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ACRYLIC VIRUS 
Please find my response to David Koyzis’s article “An American VI-
RUS infects Brazil” – or it could be that David saw my painting and 
was inspired to write his article. No matter, we are both on the same 
page.

The picture (above) is an acrylic collage made at the end of the first 
year of the virus19 and it is called “VIRUS.” 

George Langbroek 
St Catherines, ON 

WAGES DETERMINE HOUSING 
Having spent some 50 years as a registered social worker mostly deal-
ing with issues related to income either in terms of direct assistance to 
persons or at a program delivery level and policy level, I believe the 
failure of neoliberal capitalism to pay an adequate wage to a large num-
ber of Canadians is the precipitating economic factor that creates the 
conditions, i.e., wage, for an indecent number of fellow Canadians not 
having a place to call home (“Getting into some holy trouble” by Brian 
Walsh, a review of Grace can Lead Us Home, January 9, 2023).  In 
spite of efforts to complexify the issue and “blame” the poor for being 
poor, it’s aided by provincial governments that refuse to accept one of 
their Constitutional obligations and the Bank of Canada that insists on 
tacking inflation on the backs of our fellow Canadians who try to live 
with a low or no income by ignoring a basic tenet of Adam Smith, that a 
wage should be such that no one lives with shame. Those who focus on 
housing, whether “adequate” or “affordable,” do little or nothing to ad-
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dress the basic issues. In the case 
of Alberta, the province with the 
highest average income, the feder-
al government’s decision of 1870 
to impose the 1834 English Poor 
Laws on Rupert’s Land and trans-
ferred via the Alberta Act of 1905 
still sets the framework for its so-
cial assistance programs. Without 
a basic lesson on Canadian/Pro-
vincial public policy, “getting into 
trouble” will be neither effective 
nor holy. 

Jake Kuiken 
Calgary, AB

THE ‘G’ WORDS
Thank you Kathy for this chal-
lenging article “Better or Wiser?” 
(Jan. 9, 2023). You didn’t men-
tion the ‘G’ words, but I had to 
confront my own greed as I read. 
Many of us baby boomers are 
financially secure, and we don’t 
need all the perks and benefits 
that come our way which, I for 
one, readily accept. I also had to 
face the guilt associated with my 
participation in a way of living 
that has damaged so many peo-
ple, creatures and places. I need 
to change in order to be wiser.

John Hull 

GENEROUS PENSIONS 
A generation or two before me, 
many needed the senior discounts 
(“Better or Wiser?” by Kathy Van-
dergrift, Jan. 9, 2023). My father 
who has a small pension considers 
himself blessed and his income 
sufficient. He considers me to be 
living very well having a full ca-
reer pension. I find I have more 
disposable income and greater 

discretionary spending than when 
I was employed. Definitely a 
much needed discussion.

Jasper Hoogendam 

QUILT MEMORIES 
Your words are an encouragement 
to all of us to show our care to 
those around us (“Quilts Against 
Cancer” by Erica Rozema, Feb. 
14, 2022). I used to quilt with my 
mom. On our bed is a quilt she 
made for us. It is mostly shades 
of blue. I heard later that after it 
was finished she thought it needed 
something more. So she appliqued 
24 brightly colored hearts onto it. 
I love them and their meaning! 
After mom went to Heaven I was 
privileged to be able to finish the 
quilts she had begun for her two 
newest great granddaughters 
whose mother had been lost to our 
family and then found. She sup-
plied quilts for weddings, births, 
adoptions, celebrations . . .

I too enjoy making quilts from 
discarded clothes and fabrics and 
then giving them away.

I am grateful for the happy 
memories.

Jill Hamming

FROSTY KALE 
This past weekend I read 
Meghan’s piece on kale and bro-
kenness (quoted in “Transform-
ing Brokenness” by Amy Ma-
cLachlan, Dec. 12, 2022) . I was 
wondering where her thoughts 
were leading. What a wonderful 
conclusion at which she arrived! 
I'll never look at kale in the same 
way.

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema

WELCOME MARLENE!
We are delighted to welcome a new staff 
member to Christian Courier – Marlene Berg-
sma will start with our next issue as Features 
Editor. Bergsma currently works as director of 
communications for a Christian institution, 
but she’s been a writer and editor all her life, 
including 25 years as a reporter and editor at 
the St. Catharines Standard. Bergsma says that 
the experience of reading Christian Courier is 

a relief and comfort, because in it she finds “Reformed postures 
and sentiments that resonate.” You can reach her at marlene@
christiancourier.ca with story tips or feedback. We are so glad to 
have you join us, Marlene!
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CRC Ministries within Canada

This page is made possible through a partnership with CRC Ministries within Canada.

THE CHURCH AT WORK

SYRIA IS ON MANY OF OUR MINDS since the recent earthquake and 
World Renew is responding with aid for survivors. But this country 
has long been a place of insecurity and unrest, and an estimated one 
and a half million Syrians have fled to Lebanon.

Wafaa* is one of these refugees. The mother of six children, ranging 
in ages from nine to 18, shared, “Before the war broke out in Syria, 
we were happily living in our house. My husband used to work in 
Lebanon and would come back home frequently . . . [He] exhausted 
himself in Lebanon while I fixed the house in Syria so we could settle 
properly and enjoy a peaceful life.” But, Wafaa added, “When the war 
broke out, I was alone with my children and it was extremely scary 
and tough on us. Just after we came here, the house got destroyed and 
it got robbed. All our dreams were shattered.”

The family has now been in Lebanon for ten years – far longer than 
Wafaa ever imagined, under conditions far different than the ones she 
dreamed of for her family. “We are now settled in an unfinished build-
ing which is very musty and humid . . . in winter, water seeps in and 
soaks the carpets . . . My husband, kids, sister, brother-in-law, their 
son and I are staying in the same one-room house . . . My sister and her 
husband do not have jobs, so my husband is the only one supporting 
this entire household financially,” she explained. 

The hardships Wafaa’s family face are the same as many other refu-
gee families in Lebanon, but the challenges are even more overwhelm-

ing for those struggling with poor 
health or a disability. “I have a 
daughter with special needs, who 
is ten years old,” said Wafaa. “I 
could not find a center to treat her 
. . . When she’s hungry, thirsty or 
sleepy, she starts crying . . . she 
still wears diapers, but lately I 
have been unable to secure dia-
pers for her, it has become too ex-
pensive.” 

World Renew, in partnership 
with Canadian Foodgrains Bank, 
has been working in Wafaa’s 
community. And through these 
same channels, World Renew has 
been able to reach survivors of the 
earthquake to provide support. 
“When the church has diapers, 
they give me some. The church 
also gives us food vouchers, blan-
kets, mattresses and heating sup-
plies,” Wafaa said with gratitude. 
“Some people from our commun-
ity were not pleased with us get-
ting to know the church . . . So I 
told them that I wished we all were 
like the Christians and that we all 
had the mercy, love and honesty 
that they have within their hearts.” 

Despite the struggles her family 
faces, Wafaa still looks to the fu-
ture with hope. “I pray to find 
someone to help me take care of 
my disabled daughter so I can 
work and support my husband . . . 
I hope that my children will live a 
peaceful life where they can love 
others and be loved.” Smiling, she 
said, “I am counting on God and 
I am leaving things in his hands.”

GOD’S PEOPLE
 Peter Bulthuis, World Renew

SMALLHOLDER FARMERS Mwin-
amila and his wife, Mose Neema, 
live in Bunda District, Tanza-
nia. For years, they worked long 
hours but their land just did not 
produce enough to meet their 
family’s basic needs. 

When World Renew Tanzania 
and local partner AICT began 
offering training in conservation 
agriculture in their community, 
Mwinamila was excited to partic-
ipate. At these trainings, funded 
through World Renew’s Cana-
dian Foodgrains Bank member-
ship, AICT shared about the Bi-
ble and God’s call to care for land 
and resources. 

“I would simply sit through the 
teachings about Christ,” Mwin-
amila admitted, but “in time, the 
Holy Spirit transformed me into a 
believer.” He now speaks boldly 
about both his love for Jesus and 
the agricultural transformation 
that has led to food security for 
his family.

Following training, Mwinami-
la and Mose Neema began prac-
ticing conservation agriculture 
and started a kitchen garden. As a 
result, they no longer need to buy 
food. Instead, they raise cattle 
and grow rice for their own con-
sumption and for sale. Their plot 
of land that once yielded only 
four or five bags of rice each har-
vest now yields 28. With the ex-
tra income, the couple now meets 

all their family’s needs.
Mwinamila believes that “God 

can do many great things through 
people,” such as the training 
funded through World Renew’s 
generous-hearted supporters and 
the 1:1 match this project re-
ceives. He has seen the hard work 
of the small but faithful World 
Renew Tanzania team and AICT 
staff bear fruit as families, such 
as his, witness God’s love and 
abundance. And God is working 
through Mwinamila as well, as he 
shares everything he has learned 
with his neighbours. 

Laurisa O’Brien, World Renew

Wafaa and her youngest child, Dounia. 

Mwinamila Neema (blue shirt) proudly displays the crops 
his family is growing using conservation farming techniques.
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“What does being a church look like in the twenty-first century?” The 
Strays, Orphans, and Exiles podcast of Two Rivers Church based in 
Guelph, Ontario seeks to answer this question. They describe them-
selves as a diverse community of people, some “connected to church 
for many years,” others having left but “cautiously returning” and 
still others “exploring the Christian faith for the first time.” Christian 
Courier writer Candice Goodchild interviewed Ian Van Harten, host 
of Strays, Orphans, and Exiles and member of Two Rivers Church, 
about the podcast and its hope-filled message for the church today. 

Christian Courier: What is the major theme of your podcast?

Van Harten: What I see as the central question of Strays, Orphans, 
and Exiles is, “What does being a church look like in the twenty-first 
century?” I think covid vastly accelerated what was already an ex-
isting trend of church decline. And I think some churches have been 
running on autopilot, surviving off habitual behaviour as opposed to 
real engagement. 

The disruption from the pandemic has presented an opportunity for 
us to take a hard look at what the church is, at the core – what is the 
church when all the familiar, outward trappings are stripped away? 
But also, what is the church in a world that’s “spiritual but not reli-
gious,” where many people’s senses of spirituality are overly vague 
and rootless, and where many of us feel shy and withholding of our 
beliefs? I think a podcast is an awesome way to pursue these kinds of 
questions openly, collectively and publicly. And I think having more 
open discussions around these things would be healthy, and hopefully 
lead to more engagement around what the church can do and what it 
can be.

CC: What initiated the launch of 
Strays, Orphans, and Exiles?

VH: I've been a fan of podcast-
ing for a long time, and I've al-
ways thought it would be fun 
to try starting one myself. The 
small group discussions with-
in our church felt reminiscent 
of the kinds of discussions I 
enjoy listening to in podcasts – 
they're authentic, reflective and 
open-minded. Podcasts can be 
great tools for growing and build-
ing community. During covid, we 
at Two Rivers Church started ex-
ploring new ideas to develop our 
digital and web presence, and I 
suggested that we try a podcast. 

A close friend of mine, Peter 
Szabo, agreed to help produce 
it, which gave me more confi-
dence that we could really make 
this happen. I still think about 
the podcast as a kind of ongoing 
experiment, since we can't know 
in advance exactly what shape 
it will take or what effect it will 
have. 

CC: How would you describe 
your current audience and your 
hoped for future audience?

VH: One goal for the podcast is 
to help build dialogue within our 
church, but also to be a resource 
that could be easily shared with 
others. For people who might be 
interested in trying us out, I think 
it's a nice option to be able to see 
what our church is like, and what 
it might be like to be a part of it. 
Listening to a podcast can make 
you feel like you're there in the 
room being part of the conversa-
tion. . .  it can be really intimi-

News

dating going to a church for the 
first time!

CC: What advice and encourage-
ment would you give to a church 
community who is thinking about 
starting up a podcast of their 
own?

VH: Make yourself available for 
what God invites you to in that 
moment. It's a lesson I've been 
slowly learning with the pod-
cast, where often I'll have a plan 
for how I think the conversation 
should go, but then it goes some-
where else, and I [need] to follow 
that invitation. I’m still always 
learning.

I don't think a podcast will 
necessarily make sense for every 
church, but it can be incredibly 
worthwhile. One cool thing is 
how doing a podcast gives you an 
excuse to reach out and connect 
with people in the community. 
Often when we're sitting down to 
record an episode with a guest, I 
have to stop and do a double take 
at how amazing it is to have invit-
ed someone into my home who I 
otherwise probably never would 
have talked to, and I get to have 
a really meaningful, fun conver-
sation with them. It's a great way 
to build up trust and connections 
with people in the community, 

which is a good thing for church-
es to be doing.

CC: What is the Two Rivers 
Church and podcast's hope-filled 
vision for the future of the church? 

VH: I asked a similar question to 
Glen Soderholm, pastor at Two 
Rivers, for the first episode of the 
podcast. He mentioned that we 
want to grow, but we don't think 
of growth simply as a numbers 
game. We want to grow personal-
ly, spiritually, in our connections 
and our relationships with each 
other. And I think we want our 
church to be a place where peo-
ple can feel encouraged and sup-
ported in pursuing and living out 
those things.  

Ian welcomes anyone interested 
in learning more about starting 
up a church podcast of their own 
to reach out at podcast@tworiv-
erschurch.ca. Check out and lis-
ten to the Strays, Orphans, and 
Exiles podcast.

Two Rivers Church is based in 
Guelph, Ontario. They describe 
their community as “A safe place 
to explore your spirituality with a 
group of friends trying to follow 
in the way of Jesus.”

Candice Goodchild

Candice is a freelance 
writer and editor. She lives 
in Bracebridge, Ontario 
with her husband and 
three children.

NEW WAYS OF BEING CHURCH

Two Rivers Church in Guelph, Ontario is building digital connections through a 
church podcast.  | Candice Goodchild

Make yourself available for what God 
invites you to in that moment.

Sara DeMoor, Guelph Campus Ministry pastor and podcast guest, 
with Peter Szabo (middle) and Ian Van Harten at Ian’s kitchen table. 
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‘THEY WERE GOD’S 
CHILD’

“BEKETT WAS SUCH AN INCREDIBLE HUMAN,” Kristel Forcier tells me. 
She’s sharing her memories of Bekett Noble, the 34-year-old Redeem-
er University student who died by suicide November 23, 2022. At the 
memorial, Redeemer President Dr. David Zietsma described Bekett 
as “kind, likeable, funny and direct. This is a tragic loss for our com-
munity.”

Bekett Noble was a transgender student who used the pronouns 
they/them and who advocated for the acceptance and inclusion of 
LGBTQ+ students within the Ancaster, Ont. Redeemer communi-
ty. Multiple memorials took place to remember Noble, including a 

Redeemer University student remembered as a hum-
ble advocate with deep faith. | Melissa Kuipers

service in Redeemer’s chapel, a 
Celebration of Life for friends at 
Boston Pizza and a vigil held at 
Hamilton’s city hall, which more 
than 350 people attended. 

“In the first month after 
Bekett’s passing, there was a lot 
of ‘firing’ back and forth from 
people who are associated with 
Redeemer, via social media,” 
a Redeemer student said last 
month. “The arguments seem to 
have died down, but there is defi-
nitely still hurt out there.” 

From 2021 until their death, 
Noble worked 10 hours a week 
in Redeemer’s bookstore. “They 
were so good at making a space 
that was comfortable,” Forcier, 
the bookstore’s manager, says. 
Noble explained to her the im-
portance of using someone’s 
preferred pronouns, for example. 
“It’s such an easy thing to do,” 
Forcier says, that “allows people 
to feel safe and understood, just 
in that simple acknowledgement 
of who they are.” 

Noble loved country music, 
Forcier recalls, and then laughs 
when she remembers how Noble 
would play it in the bookstore 
from Forcier’s Spotify account. 
“They were like, ‘See? Now 
you’re never going to forget me 
because there’s country in your 
algorithm and you can’t get rid of 
it.’ As a human being, they were 
just fun to be around.” She also 
learned a lot from them: “They 
knew their limits and taught me 
a lot about boundaries. . . which I 
still think about.” 

When I asked Forcier what 
drew Noble to Redeemer, she 
said, “They wanted a Christian 
education. . . They loved the 
Lord, and they truly believed that 
Jesus was their Lord and Saviour, 
and that they were chosen by 
God, and they were God’s child, 
and they wanted to learn from a 
Christian perspective.” 

SEARCHING FOR SUPPORT
Dr. Marie Good, assistant psy-
chology professor at Redeem-
er, taught statistics to Noble, 
and describes them as engaged, 
hard-working, warm and caring. 
“They shared with me a paper 
they had written for another class 

about some of the mental health challenges LGBTQ Christians face, 
and their interest in advocating within Christian spaces for this group 
that has been historically marginalized in the church.” 

As part of their advocacy, Noble co-founded and led a community of 
Redeemer students called Genesis. It was formed in February 2021 to 
support LGBTQ+ students at Redeemer University. But because Gen-
esis has not been sanctioned by Redeemer’s Student Senate, it doesn’t 
receive funding or permission to advertise. “Bekett approached me 
and asked if I would be willing to support the club, which I was,” 
Good says, “so I saw the process of how the group tried to become an 
official club but were never able to, and how disheartening that was.”

In the fall of 2021, Noble posted a picture on Instagram of them-
selves wearing a Redeemer facemask in front of a door with a sign 
reading “universal washroom.” They included the caption: “One small 
step for transkind . . . This washroom has officially been gender neu-
tralized!” In the comments, they’ve written, “Only took me a year and 
a half but worth it!”  

Forcier remembers that day: “They were so happy. . . I remember 
them standing in my doorway with this huge smile on their face, say-
ing, ‘We have a bathroom! We have a bathroom!’”

Good was impressed with Noble’s courage and willingness to have 
conversations with faculty who disagreed with them. “I got the sense 
that they were able to have interactions in their classes where they 
deeply disagreed with some students and professors, but still main-
tained a good relationship. I think that my colleagues appreciated that. 
That’s what we strive for in Christian education, that unity in Christ 
that holds us together; I think that’s what Bekett was aiming for in 
their conversations. I don’t think it was always easy for them. . . that 
had a toll on them.” 

WAITING FOR CHANGE TO COME
Before they died, Noble wrote an email to several staff and board 
members at Redeemer, scheduled to be delivered the day after their 
death. “I have been trying for years to gently and carefully work with 
Redeemer,” they wrote, “to look at the detrimental effects of the way 
LGBTQ+ students are treated and how to effect positive change.” But, 
they conclude, “over the years, it became clear that while some people 
were willing to listen, and I believe, even had the intention of making 
things better, there was always something else that took priority.”

As an example of “how people making decisions just don’t seem to 
take us [LGBTQ+] students into account,” Noble specifically men-
tioned the unexplained end of the Sexuality and Gender Awareness 
(SAGA) program. In the summer of 2022, Redeemer moved away 
from Shalem Mental Health Network as a provider of mental health 
care. Associated with Shalem’s counselling services was SAGA, 
which was listed on posters throughout the university as a support 
for LGBTQ+ students and allies, along with a compilation of men-
tal health supports and resources. In making this change, “nobody 
took into account the hard-fought relationships that had already been 
forged with Shalem therapists,” Noble’s email said, and “the fact that 
many people can’t just switch to another therapist since the efficacy of 

RELATIONSHIP IS POSSIBLE
“The number one thing that I learned from Bekett,” President 
Zietsma said, “is that relationship is possible across differences. 
Meaningful, respectful and gracious relationships. People that 
disagree on how they identify and how they express their iden-
tity can work together to solve challenges and move forward. I 
have hope about that, thanks to Bekett.”

RISK FACTORS
While people who identify as being religious are less likely to 
contemplate or attempt suicide, young adults who are religious 
and gay, lesbian or questioning their sexual orientation are 38 
percent more likely to have had suicidal thoughts. There is not 
sufficient research on religious trans adults and mental health, 
but one in three trans youth attempt suicide. 
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Melissa Kuipers 

Melissa is a writer and 
Christian Reformed 
Church of North America 
chaplain to Mohawk Col-
lege. She lives in Hamilton, 
Ont. with her husband 
and two children.

THE QUESTION TEENS 
WANT PARENTS TO ASK 

Dear Parents and Caretakers, 

Something needs to be brought to 
your attention: your child needs 
you. This might seem obvious, 
but I think more time needs 
to be spent contemplating this 
statement. It is well known that 
Gen Zs are significant recipients 
of mental health struggles. In-
creased pressures – both academ-
ic and societal – as well as con-
flict in the home are some of the 
challenges that teens and young 
adults are facing. Almost every 
parent has heard “I don’t want to 
go to school.” Are your children 
just making up excuses?  

No. This is an area where your 
involvement can have a drastic 
impact in your child’s life. Talk to 
your child about why they don’t 
want to attend school. You are no 
longer a child and will not know 
or understand what is happen-
ing in their life. Take time to ask 
them how they are doing. Your 
child may feel embarrassed to tell 
you how they are doing without 
prompting; for you to take that 
first step allows your child to un-
derstand that you care and are in-
terested in their wellbeing. Their 
response may be a simple “I’m 
tired.” It might be more complex 
than that. It could be an abstract 
emotion or state of being. Either 
way, allow them the space and 
time to tell you. We aren’t always 
capable of fully explaining how 
we feel and need someone to 
help us. If they don’t feel com-
fortable talking with you, please 
help them find someone to work 
through it with. 

MENTAL HEALTH DAYS
Along with counselling options 
or talking with your family doc-
tor, another option for your teen 
might be mental health days. As 
someone who has struggled with 
mental health challenges my en-
tire life, mental health days are 

essential. They aren’t a fix, as 
Stephanie Ruggerio at the Child 
Mind Institute says: “Mental 
health days are more likely to be 
a band-aid than a solution.” But 
that doesn’t mean they don’t help! 
Would you push through a day 
where you are deeply fatigued 
and sick? It’s the same with men-
tal health: to push through may 
do more harm than good. Mental 
health days need to be used in-
tentionally to make a difference, 
however. It’s not a day off to 
catch up on missed assignments 
and schoolwork or to fall into 
the rabbit hole of social media, 
but to benefit and to protect our 
mental health (Ruggerio). Some 
examples could include spending 
time in nature, calming activities, 
exercising and mindfulness ac-
tivities. “If we’re taking a mental 
health day, we should be thinking 
about that day in a mental health 
way,” says Dr. Bubrick, also from 
Child Mind Institute.  

Mental health days may not 
work for everyone, but one thing 
I encourage all parents to do is 
to check up on their kids. Don’t 
push or pry when they are not 
ready but be available and sup-
portive. 

Your child needs you.

Blessings, 
Hudson 

Hudson Lebold

Hudson Lebold

Hudson is a lover of the 
outdoors, 80's music and 
an avid mental health ad-
vocate. He is planning on 
attending Trinity Western 
University and majoring in 
kinesiology next year. 

therapy often depends on the relationship itself.”
Regarding their move away from Shalem, Redeemer’s communica-

tion department explains that they had previously relied on two exter-
nal providers – Shalem and Christian Counselling Centre (CCC) – for 
their counselling services. “As a step toward a further investment in 
mental health support that would see a more stable, affordable, in-
house presence, Redeemer moved from partnering with two organiza-
tions to a single provider for students. Both existing providers submit-
ted proposals on how they might support this effort. For students, the 
proposed model that met these goals best was CCC.” Redeemer did 
not address why the SAGA program was discontinued.  

LISTENING TO LGBTQ VOICES
Two weeks after Noble’s death, Redeemer University released the be-
ginning summation of a Mental Health Support Action Plan, which 
includes an investment of one million dollars over the next five years. 
Their Respectful Campus Initiative contains efforts towards “lis-
tening and learning directly from students, including students from 
marginalized and underrepresented groups,” and “plans for training 
and orientation for both students and employees concerning respect-
ful engagement across differences.” The statement did not mention 
LGBTQ+ mental health; however, a Mental Health Task Force an-
nounced on December 13 describes a Student Advisory group which 
includes representation from “underrepresented groups on campus 

such as LGBTQ+, BIPOC and 
international students.”  

“We indeed have felt grief and 
pain,” the Genesis group posted 
online after Noble’s death, “yet 
want to move forward in a spirit 
of hope. Genesis members have 
been invited into conversations 
about next steps with Redeemer. . 
. Genesis’ vision, as led by Bekett, 
was and is to work with the uni-
versity to make Redeemer a car-
ing and compassionate Christian 
community. Genesis’ purpose is 
not to tear down Redeemer but 
to make it a more welcoming 
environment for LGBTQ+ stu-
dents. We would like to lean into 
discomfort in order to become a 
more loving and diverse commu-
nity of Christians, attempting to 
always reflect the love, compas-
sion and grace of Christ in all of 
our interactions within our com-
munity and beyond.” 

That matches what Forcier re-
members of Noble’s advocacy 
style: “they had such grace, and 
they had such humility.”  

SUPPORT
Many factors can reduce the risk of suicide among trans people, 
including supportive relationships with friends and family, gen-
der-affirming healthcare, and others’ acceptance of the person’s 
names and pronouns.

If you or someone you know is thinking about suicide, 
please call Talk Suicide Canada at 1-833-456-4566 (24/7), text 
45645 (4 p.m.-midnight EST) or visit suicide.ca. Help is out there. 
You are not alone. 

Over 350 people gathered at Hamilton City Hall for a vigil after Noble's death (this photo and previous page).
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WHEN DOES HEALTHY PATRIOTISM SLIP OVER into destructive 
nationalism? When is Christian social action unjust to others? Are 
Christians saving democracy in North America or destroying it?  These 
are important questions at this particular moment in the history of 
the church, democracy, and good governance globally. Paul Miller’s 
answers to such timely questions are a helpful addition to the growing 
focus on Christian nationalism and its real-life impacts. This book is 
significant because it is a thoughtful critique by a conservative insider 
who combines principled thinking with practical experience and takes 
both Christianity and democracy seriously. 

Christian nationalism, North-American style, has come under great-
er scrutiny since CC featured three books on it (September 8, 2020 
edition). Thoughtful networks within American Christian circles, such 
as Christians Against Christian Nationalism, are now raising serious 
questions about its influence and outcomes. While there is not a simi-
lar movement in Canada, the issues are also relevant for Christians 
in Canada and elsewhere. Evidence of Christian nationalism was on 
public display during the Freedom Convoy in Ottawa and it continues to 
have influence across Canada below the public radar. Similar Christian 
rhetoric and slogans were evident in Brazil during the violent attacks to 
restore Bolsonaro to power instead of a newly elected president.     

The title of Miller’s book, The Religion of American Greatness, 
situates his analysis in the U.S. context where Christian nationalism 
has taken over much of public Christian witness and the outcomes are 
more obvious. The sub-title: What’s Wrong with Christian Nationalism 
captures broader applications for different contexts as well. This review 
will focus on the broader themes rather than U.S.-specific analysis or 
Trumpism.  

Miller provides a detailed analysis of what Christian nationalism 
means and he describes how it has fused religious and national iden-
tities to preserve the power of a narrowly defined Christianity in the 
U.S. He presents the case for Christian nationalism first and then works 
through a systematic analysis of its dangers for both Christianity and 
democracy. Analysis of alternatives is less developed; but Miller’s call 
for Christians to intentionally reject Christian nationalism because of 
its destructive elements and find other ways to engage in society is 
compelling.  

DAMAGES FOR CHRISTIANITY AND DEMOCRACY
Christian nationalism is damaging for both Christian witness and 
democracy, according to Miller.  Evidence shows that it destroys public 
trust instead of being a positive force, and it erodes the foundations of 
good governance. Within Christianity it leads to a focus on preserving 
the power of certain Christians at the expense of the central teachings 
of Christianity. It has become another form of the identity politics it 
condemns, instead of providing an alternative. It asserts Anglo-Prot-
estant tribal interests in ways that erode equality under the law and the 
common good. In its insistence on the universal superiority of a partic-
ular shape of Christian culture – a golden age – it ignores or downplays 
national sins, such as racial injustice, something that should be a 
high priority for Jesus-followers. Christians in the U.S., agues Miller, 

AN EXAMINATION OF RECENT RELIGIOUS THOUGHT

THE RELIGION OF AMERICAN 
GREATNESS: 
WHAT’S WRONG WITH 
CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM
Paul D. Miller  
Intervarsity Press, 2022.

Kathy Vandergrift

need to “embrace and transcend 
Anglo-protestant culture.” 

Miller also challenges preva-
lent myths that draw Christians to 
Christian nationalism. He debunks 
the myth that Christian values, 
as defined in Anglo-Protestant 
culture, are essential for democ-
racy. Globally and historically 
there are thriving democracies in 
other cultural contexts.  He also 
challenges popular evangelical 
thinking that the U.S. is a chosen 
nation, the new Israel, in a chapter 
on nationalism and the Bible. 

Miller is passionate about the 
need for churches to actively 
preach against Christian nation-
alism and teach the difference 
between it and healthy patriotism. 
“When his [Jesus] name and his 
message are misrepresented, the 
church must be at the forefront 
of saying no and correcting 
the record.” CC readers might 
question whether this is the task 
of churches or not. A first, signif-
icant step would be disentangling 
churches from current rhetoric so 
they do not reinforce Christian 
nationalism in their practices 
or through remaining silent on 
Biblical teachings that question it. 

PRINCIPLED PLURALISM 
AS ALTERNATIVE
While the book’s analysis of 
alternatives is weaker, a number 
of central themes are helpful for 
people dealing with Christian 
nationalism. Miller promotes 
respect for cultural pluralism, 
because cultures are constantly 
changing and using state power to 
enforce one culture leads to injus-
tice. Canadians will nod in agree-
ment with Miller’s recognition 
of tensions between pluralism in 
practice and maintaining enough 
common ground for unity; he 
convincingly argues that expan-
sive pluralism is better than trying 
to maintain unity by insisting that 
one expression of Christianity is a 
universal norm.   

Core principles for healthy 
Christian public engagement, 

says Miller, are human dignity, 
human flourishing, and ordered 
liberty.  “Common good-ordered 
liberty and human flourishing, 
not the pursuit of our own tribe’s 
power and privilege, must be the 
animating vision for Christian 
participation in democracy.” 
While this may seem idealistic, 
Miller’s comparative approach 
is helpful. Choices that support 
human flourishing are better than 
choices that do not. That can be 
a useful guide in the world of 
real-politics. In the context of 
climate change, the flourishing of 
creation needs to include non-hu-
mans as well.   

Ordered liberty, another core 
principle he advocates, is helpful 
to avoid what he calls the illiberal 
nature of Christian nationalism 
or libertarianism labelled as 
Christian freedom, which is a 
prominent slogan for Christian 
nationalism. It captures a healthy 
balance between individual free-
dom and the common good.  

Elements of Miller’s analysis 
will be contested. I could list 
disagreements. Far more import-
ant is the book’s invitation to 
seriously examine one of the spir-
itual forces that easily seeps into 
what we think is Christian culture 
and does harm to our Christian 
witness and our society. 

Reviews

Kathy Vandergrift

Kathy Vandergrift, a pub-
lic policy analyst, brings 
experience in govern-
ment, social justice work 
and a Master’s Degree in 
Public Ethics to her reflec-
tions.

Author Paul D. Miller.

Using state power to enforce 
one culture leads to injustice.
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IN THE MID-90S, STUDENTS STUDYING ENGINEERING at Dordt Col-
lege (now Dordt University) took three semesters of physics using 
a textbook authored by David Halliday, Robert Resnick and Jearl 
Walker. As one of those students, I loved how each chapter started 
with a puzzling question that drew me into engaging the material, 
like “What size is a lightning bolt when it strikes the earth?”

I’d like to draw you into a good book in the same way: 
• How did Robert Moses build racism into his bridges? Read 

chapter 3.
• How is the Christian concept of virtue distinct from Aristotle’s 

conception? Enjoy chapter 5!
• Why was the electric car marketed towards women in the early 

1900s? Pay attention in chapter 7.

A recent publication, A Christian Field Guide to Technology for 
Engineers and Designers, thoughtfully and winsomely responds to 
more questions than just those. Of the three authors – Ethan J. Brue, 
Derek C. Schuurman, and Steven H. VanderLeest – I’ve only met 
one. But together, it feels like the three of them could be named the 
“Inklings of the Technology World.”  Like J.R.R Tolkien and C.S. 
Lewis, these three each seem to have a deep grasp of their field, a 
wide engagement with books and culture, and keen insights into the 
movements and motivations of society. We also benefit from hearing 
each of their distinct voices as they take turns authoring chapters of 
the book.

As I am not active in engineering, but instead serve as a university 
campus chaplain, I read this book alongside of a handful of engineer-
ing students. As students in a public university, they were introduced 
to a ‘faith-filled’ engagement with their field. Such a posture deeply 
resonated with them.  

Chapter 3 on “Field Responsibility” made intuitive sense to them 
as it debunked multiple myths. Through a variety of illustrations, the 
book demonstrates how our design choices are not neutral and neither 
is technology itself. As designers, we often imbue our creations with 
bias – for instance, did you know that modern digital imaging tech-
nology still carries the remnants of an older bias, displaying white 
skin better than darker skin by default? Is there a way to design new 
technology more responsibly?

The students found some of the chapters more challenging to di-
gest. For instance, the chapter exploring Reformed philosopher Her-
man Dooyeweerd’s “modal aspects of reality” would have benefited 
from a couple classroom conversations with back-and-forth engage-
ment over a handful of practical examples. The main idea, though, 
that engineers should avoid reductionism as they consider optimal 
designs came through. Christian responsibility with God’s world 
means we need our evaluation to be guided by more than efficiency 
in energy, scale and cost. Holistic design includes other aspects, in-
cluding engaging questions of justice, sustainability, and attending to 
the health and aesthetic experience of the user.

As the book concludes, the students were very thankful for the final 
chapter.  Here, the authors imagine an exchange of letters between a 
young engineer and his former professor functioning like a mentor. 
These letters get into some very practical realities. Filled with grand 
dreams of engineering in ways that expand the kingdom of God, this 

RICH REFLECTIONS FOR OUR 
TECH-SATURATED WORLD

A CHRISTIAN FIELD GUIDE TO 
TECHNOLOGY FOR ENGINEERS 
AND DESIGNERS 
Ethan J. Brue, Derek C. Schuurman, 
Steven H. VanderLeest
IVP Academic, 2022.

Paul Verhoef

young engineer finds himself in 
the “real world” of cubicles and 
micro-sized tasks. What does 
faithfulness look like here? The 
correspondence grounds many 
of the grand concepts into daily 
faithful practice – a good gift to 
conclude the book.

If there was a second edition 
of this book, I’d be interested in 
a few more conversations. The 
first is a conversation around the 
authors’ use of “bias” and their 
framing of “specialization.” Be-
sides reading this book alongside 
three engineering students, I also 
invited two engineers to read 
it, each with more than twenty 
years in the field. Both engineers 
expressed concern regarding the 
book’s repeated emphasis on 
bias. It is true that a hammer is 
biased towards nails, so it is less 
helpful with screws. The authors 
were pointing to how “we shape 
the tools, and then the tools 
shape us;” in other words, tech-
nology is not neutral but orients 
the user toward particular ends. 
The critique from the engineers 
was that their absolute delight 
in designing for “specialization” 
was missed. To follow the analo-
gy, there’s a time for hammer and 
nails, and there’s also a time for 
a screwdriver and screws. Know-
ing what tool is called for is part 
of understanding the diversity of 
God’s world. How is “special-
ization” a good gift in a world of 
created diversity?  

I would also want to ask the 
mentoring professor an addition-
al question. The mentor spends 
time corresponding with the 
Christian engineer how to hold 
firm to Sunday as the Christian 
day of worship and rest. But my 
personal engagement with peo-
ple of other faiths would push 
me to ask, “And professor, how 
and when should I also advocate 
for others, and not just myself? 
What are your thoughts about 
advocating also for my Muslim 

colleagues to have flexibility 
on Fridays and my Jewish col-
leagues to have flexibility on 
Friday afternoon and Saturday?” 
Finally, I was surprised at how 
“North American-centric” the 
book’s examples of technology 
were. There are surely examples 
of “dreams taking flight” and de-
sign examples from other places 
around the globe.

So…who should read this 
book?  It’s a perfect fit for any-
one working or studying in the 
field of technology – even read-
ing it as a group (there are help-
ful discussion questions for each 
chapter).  I can imagine a parent 
reading it to better understand 
their child in a computer science 
or engineering program. But it’s 
also quite accessible for anyone 
interested in hearing from the 
“Inklings of Technology” them-
selves. It’s not just a book for 
engineers and designers; it’s an 
open door into some significant 
conversation about how to think 
about technology in our tech-sat-
urated world. 

Reviews

Paul Verhoef

A CRC minister, Paul has 
worked at the University 
of Calgary as a Christian 
Reformed Chaplain since 
2004.

Author Derek C. Schuurman 
speaking at book launch.
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WHEN A RANDOM intruder left 
newlywed Jessica Ziakin-Cook 
with a severed femoral artery and 
nearly took her life, some people 
at church said it was a lesson to 
increase her dependence on God. 
But Jessica drew theological con-
clusions from a deeper well. 

I met Jessica Ziakin-Cook at 
the University of Victoria last 
December, and she told me a sto-
ry of good and evil and church 
and healing that gave me shivers. 

Jessica grew up in the Pacific 
Northwest in the 1980s. Her fa-
ther was a lapsed Catholic and 
didn’t attend Sunday mornings, 
but her mother was “all in” when 
it came to church, often the most 
enthusiastic worshipper in the 
sanctuary. For Jessica, Vacation 
Bible School with its macaroni 
crafts was a highlight.  

Her family switched to a new 
Vineyard Church, which quickly 

JESUS IN THE TRENCHES
Understanding a near-death experience through a Good Friday lens.   |   Peter Schuurman

grew from the contagion of the To-
ronto Blessing and met in a movie 
theatre in Portland. This was full-on 
charismatic revival worship, with 
laying on of hands and speaking 
in tongues. Jessica describes it as 
“laughing, groaning, weeping, wail-
ing, shaking and being slayed in the 
Spirit. It was the height of woo-
woo, or maybe mass hysteria.”

She wasn’t just an observer ei-
ther. “I would get laughter a lot,” 
she admits. “That’s how my lit-
tle 12-year-old body responded.” 
These churches conveyed a prom-
ise she later came to understand as 
Just World Theory: that the world 
is a fair place; good people pros-
per, and their prayers are answered. 
The unrepentant end up with trou-
bled lives and God’s judgement. It 
sounded sort of Biblical.

THE BEAUTY OF LITURGY
Adolescence was not a smooth 

ride. Jessica’s family moved several 
times, and she started partying. Still, 
as a precocious young woman – she 
read A Short History of the Universe 
as a teen – she was accepted to Mc-
Gill University. Far from her home 
on the West coast, she struggled 
with mental health (“undiagnosed 
anxiety and depression, and some 
strange psoriasis”). Thinking back 
to her home church logic, she felt 
like God was striking her with the 
equivalent of leprosy as punishment 
for her wayward life.

 “I crashed and burned really 
hard, and you can hear the high, 
high sense of promise and achieve-
ment and then just being mired in 
sin.” She moved back to Victoria, 
took up a life of café and restaurant 
work, and got involved in social 
justice activism on Vancouver Is-
land. There she met a young Cath-
olic man named Matthew and fell in 
love not only with him but with the 

Anglican Church they began to at-
tend together. She was introduced to 
the lectionary, to Dorothy Day, and 
the conviviality of theologian Rob-
ert Farrar Capon’s cookbook. “I was 
evangelical about the Book of Com-
mon Prayer,” she laughs. “I couldn’t 
believe how beautiful it was.”

The charismatic movement had 
been so focused on the book of 
Acts, but “now I was learning 
about the 2,000 years in between 
Acts and the present day where 
there’s this whole tradition intact 
of theology and music and art.”

They got married in 2009. She 
was back in school at the University 
of Victoria, with one year to finish 
her B.A. Professors were taking no-
tice of her, and a new season began.

RANDOM VIOLENCE
What happened three weeks after 
the wedding day is rather horri-
fying (“Arrest made in Victoria 
newlywed’s stabbing” CBC News, 
Sept. 13, 2009). In brief, she heard 
a noise in the night, went down-
stairs, and surprised a burglar who 
stabbed her repeatedly with the 
new knives that were their wedding 
gift. Worst of all, her femoral artery 

was severed in the altercation.
“They didn’t think they could 

save my life at first, then they 
weren’t sure they could save my 
leg or that I would ever walk 
again.” She was in hospital for 
weeks, a wheelchair for months 
and a cast with a brace up to a year 
later. She walks fine now, but she 
had to drop out of school, and she 
lost her student loans. Finances 
were tight and rent was due.

Word from her charismatic 
home church community was 
relayed back to her: “this was 
God’s redirection of her life.” “I 
was told that the shepherd some-
times breaks the sheep’s legs so 
that they learn to depend on him. 
That things happen for a reason, 
these sorts of things. Refiner’s 
fire, the potter reshaping the pot.” 
Yet something inside herself re-
sisted: “I knew I didn’t deserve 
what happened to me.”

Her activist community didn’t 
know how to respond to this trag-
edy either. “Some showed up, but 
while they preach solidarity, they 
don’t really know how to bring 
chilli dinners or send a card.”

The old network of Anglicans, 

A child exploring the "Easter Garden" planted in Sunday School each Lent at Jessica's church.
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however, made meals, dropped off 
cards, and some even sent cheques. 
The Anglican priest heard about 
the awkward clichés she was re-
ceiving and was “righteously in-
dignant.” He told her, “God does 
not want anyone to be hurt or 
harmed. That is not God’s heart.”

Her husband also offered a good 
word that stuck. “What happened 
to you was evil, not God. Evil is 
chaotic and it lashes out.”

A CONTAINER FOR GRIEF
It was a spiritually rocky season. “I 
felt betrayed by God,” said Jessica. 
“I wanted to pull God out by the 
roots. I tried to weed him out of my 
heart.” Such efforts were in vain, 

however, as unconscious prayers 
leaked from her constantly.

At this time her husband left a 
library copy of Reason, Faith and 
Revolution (2009) by literary the-
orist Terry Eagleton on an end ta-
ble. It’s a socialist’s critique of the 
New Atheists, and he gets much of 
the gospel right. In the first chapter, 
entitled “Scum of the Earth,” he 
writes: “The only authentic image 
of this violently loving God is a tor-
tured and executed political crimi-
nal, who dies in an act of solidarity 
with the what the Bible calls the 
anawim, meaning the destitute and 
dispossessed . . . His death and de-
scent into hell is a voyage into mad-
ness, terror, absurdity and self-dis-

Jessica Ziakin-Cook and her family.

possession, since only a revolution 
that cuts that deep can answer to our 
dismal condition.” This struck her 
as an epiphany. “Jesus gets in the 
trenches with us,” she said. “Jesus, 
on the cross is God coming as near 
as he can, even to the point of suf-
fering unjustly so that he can relate 
to us all the better.”

Then spring came, and Lent 
flowed into Passion Week. 
“There I found a container for 
my grief. It was big enough and 
deep enough: the approach to 
Good Friday, the Easter vigil, it, 
that experience of the Holy Week 
liturgy is what really converted 
me to the liturgical church.” 

Few truly understood what she 
was going through. She remem-
bers talking to one retired United 
Church pastor in the congrega-
tion who listened to her recall the 
nightmare of her near-death ex-
perience, and her anxiety about 
the upcoming sentencing trial.

“Jesus will be there,” the pastor 
promised.

Jessica had to give her vic-
tim-impact statement at the sen-
tencing trial months later. She viv-
idly remembers she arrived with 
her family and supporters, and 
across the aisle on the other side of 
the court was her assailant. He was 
a young Indigenous man, 18 years 
old, raised in foster care, pleading 
“not guilty” due to inebriation. 

Jessica recalled his profuse 
apologies immediately after stab-
bing her, and she paused. “He was 
sitting there alone in the court-
room, so lonely and yet so pa-
tient while everyone was against 
him in that courtroom. I just felt 
like, here’s a kid who never had 
a chance and now he’s here and 
he’s just being thrown away.” 

Then it suddenly struck her: 
“Oh my gosh. Christ is sitting 
there. Jesus is here.” 

Coincidentally, her husband 
Matthew had a job as a social 
worker at the Salvation Army, 
monitoring people on parole. “He 
was working with people who 
had been in this revolving door of 
the criminal justice system – peo-
ple who had made a mistake as a 
kid and then basically developed 
in the prison system. He saw peo-
ple who would be 24 hours from 

finishing parole go and commit a 
crime just because it was so terri-
fying to leave that system.”

“We knew we needed to forgive 
him. For our own healing, too. It 
would be exhausting to continue 
to hold this against him.” So in the 
victim impact statement, along with 
descriptions of the consequences of 
his actions, she forgave him. This 

was her journey, which reflected the 
words of Martin Luther King Jr.: 
“Right, briefly defeated, is stronger 
than evil triumphant.”

A SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Now, 14 years after the attack, 
she feels she has found her call-
ing: theology and art. She is fin-
ishing an M.A. in Art History and 
teaches art, art history and cre-
ative development at the Vancou-
ver Island School of Art. She’s 
also a campus pastor for St. Barn-
abas Anglican Church, leading a 
group called Theology on Tap. 
She preaches, too. Her spiritual 

director? An Indigenous pastor.
Early in her recovery, she led 

in the children’s ministry at her 
church – “not plastic and macaro-
ni, but wood and wool and shells.” 
A new sacramentality framed her 
sensibilities. “We don’t want to 
teach the children that their faith 
is insignificant or just play. We’re 
going to have incense and singing 
and worship in the beauty of holi-
ness because it's our senses through 
which we apprehend God’s world.” 

A pivotal moment was when 
she discovered she was pregnant. 
“Having the kids became the way 
I turned the page on my recovery 
from the burglary and stepped out 
in this new trusting and new hope 
in God.”

Art is no mere diversion. “As 
I teach art, I help people open 
up their creativity, and I feel the 
healing power of the Spirit. It 
feels like gospel work. People are 
being freed, freed from accusa-
tions they carry within their own 
heads or hearts.”

Reflecting on the burglary now, 
she sees an idealism in her early 
faith, a faith that missed the ago-
ny of crucifixion. She says, “One 
of the things I’ve been thinking 
about the last few years is that 
Jesus died; he didn’t get close 
to death and then was whisked 
out and saved at the last minute. 
That’s not what we celebrate. It’s 
not an empty cross.” 

Peter Schuurman

Peter is Executive Director 
of Global Scholars Can-
ada and a Contributing 
Editor with CC.

Children exploring the empty tomb on Easter morning.

"Interior Castles": Jessica's 2016 solo show at the Fifty-fifty art gallery in Victoria.

A child drawing St. Michael and the dragon.
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VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE WWW.LINKCHARITY.CA 
OR CALL 1-800-387-8146 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Gift Planning
. . . simplified

GUARANTEED LIFETIME INCOME AND GREAT GIFTS TO YOUR CHARITIES
Link Charity issued $1.2 million in new Charitable Gift Annuity agreements in our last fiscal 
year. With the much higher rates being offered, these life incomes are looking better than ever!
Link Charity continues to be the leading issuer of the Charitable Gift Annuity in Canada.

HERE ARE SOME SAMPLE RATES FOR CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES
Based on a single life, $100,000 and payable quarterly. Agreements as low as $20,000 are 
available.

EXACT RATES  IN THE CHART  
Joint Life agreements would pay less but would pay as long as either of the two people are living.
You can estimate a payment rate if your age is between the samples listed. We continue to recom-
mend the Charitable Gift Annuity with great success. Canada Revenue Agency governs what we 
are permitted to pay with adjustments to the long-term bond rate yield. Since December 31 it is 
up dramatically. It has gone from 1.75% to 3.07%. Quotations now are near all-time highs 
for most ages. An accurate quotation is available for you, confidentially, and without obligation.
Call Harry Houtman today!

MALE FEMALE

Donor Age 87 8.86% 8.64%

Donor Age 82 7.65% 7.38%

Donor Age 78 6.92% 6.64%

Donor Age 72 6.10% 5.83%

Exact Rates January 18 – January 25 in 
the chart.

Some or all the income would be 
completely tax free.

ReFrameMinistries.org

The Good News is For All People!

In Burkina Faso, West Africa, Mariam was in deep 
pain. Her marriage of 28 years was crumbling. Her 
husband had been unfaithful, and she did not know 
where to turn. 

Thankfully, she was not alone.

Through ReFrame’s French ministry partners, she 
found a radio program. She learned that God had not 
left her. Radio producers and follow-up staff in her 
area helped her see that God’s people were there in 
her time of need. 

Thank you for answering God’s call to share the 
good news to the ends of the earth.

You can reach people like Mariam at 
ReFrameMinistries.org/give

38911 ReFrame_Banner May 2022 ad_small.indd   138911 ReFrame_Banner May 2022 ad_small.indd   1 4/27/2022   12:28:11 PM4/27/2022   12:28:11 PM
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Forgive Us Our Righteousness

O Father God, the Lord of all, 
the one who sent your son
who mother-like her people called
to come to her for help 
and safety from the coming 
holocaust of Rome or Hun 
and later still the Teuton
and now the terror wreaked by
Slav on brother, sister Slav today. . . 

peoples, nations, folk, 
who had no option
but to choose to suffer
as their hard ignoble goal 
until what we term providence
had stayed the hand that held the steel
that ravaged worlds and lands.

You, who gave us peace of sorts, 
to you we offer our request –
to save us now

from lynching trees that bear strange fruit, 
from those who massacre the young
from all  who threaten old and young 
whose dreams of justice fade.  

How soon, how soon, 
I ask and plead and beg
before you enter in once more
to strike the heart of darkness –
though it be found in each of us?

How long before you intercede
(analyses now done and sent
to friends who worship you this Lent)?
One thing remains
for friends – for me  –
one thing remains to do: 
repent.  

A PRAYER FOR OUR TIMES
Curt Gesch 

Curt Gesch

Curt is a farmer and writer living in Quick, B.C. He is 
a writer on environmental and agricultural topics. 

MY MOTHER CAME to visit recently and brought a gift that surprised 
me. It was a gold chain, one of the pieces of jewellery she has worn 
most often. She gave it to me as I was helping her unpack, and at first, 
I wasn’t sure if she meant it. 

The chain sits secure in my childhood memories. I see it on Sun-
days, looped double around her neck over her paisley dress as she 
sits beside me in the pew, my own small feet in polished black shoes, 
swinging. I see it hanging long over her loose summer dress on some-
one’s birthday, and we’re singing. I see it shine and dance as she 
moves. Seeing it now, coiled in my hand, I remember how the links 
felt in my fingers when I used to sit on her lap, the weight of them 
together, the warmth of the gold.

The chain had belonged to her great uncle, and she told me how he 
wore it looped over his waistcoat to keep his pocket-watch safe. The 
links are well-made, solid and strong.

Over the course of her visit, we told stories and remembered many past 
days together. That’s another kind of strong link, and we felt lucky. 

A FAMILY CHURCH 
At church, we’ve been reading through Matthew and thinking about 
the earliest days of the church, which is another kind of family story 
telling. Matthew’s writing feels like an insider text, the only gospel 
to use the word church – ekklesia. Ironically, Matthew himself was 

FAMILY LINKS 
Katie Munnik  |  katiemunnik@yahoo.ca

Katie is an Ottawa writer living in Cardiff with her spouse and three growing 
children. You can also find Katie on twitter @messy_table.

probably an outsider – a Greek-speaking Jewish Christian from Syri-
an Antioch – writing at a time when the church was splitting from its 
Jewish roots, spreading widely, and welcoming in Gentile leadership. 
He lived in times of change and uncertainty, filled with tension, pain 
and joy – something we have in common. 

A day’s drive from Antioch is an archaeological site called Du-
ra-Europos, with one of the earliest churches we’ve found. It sits of 
the southern bank of the Euphrates River, near the present-day Syrian 
village of Salhiyé. The church is a converted house, the kind of place 
we read about in the Acts of the Apostles, and on the walls, there are 
frescoes, the earliest Christian paintings we know about, predating 
the paintings found in the Roman catacombs. Family portraits from 
another generation, links in our chain.

EACH GENERATION 
These paintings are surprising, not simply because of their age. There 
are no images of the crucifixion nor of the nativity stories. Jesus is 

depicted as a young, beardless 
man, and in each image, he is do-
ing something active: walking on 
water, carrying a sheep, healing a 
lame man. We know these imag-
es are Jesus because we know the 
stories. 

The fresco I find most striking 
seems to illustrate Jesus’ story of 
the wise and foolish bridesmaids, 
each with a lamp and only some 
with oil. These girls were called 
to wait, ready, until the bride-
groom arrived, and their light 
would bring courage in the dark 
and joy as the celebrations began. 

So much of faith, I think, is 
courage. People walk in dark-
ness. We all do, and our stories 
have difficult seasons. Perhaps 
a large part of our life of faith 
together is finding ways to share 
light in dark places and to grow 
courage together – quite literal-
ly to en-courage each other.  In 
each generation, link after link, 
God equips us for this work, and 
we are connected by the stories 
we share.

Adapted from a sermon Katie 
preached at Canton Uniting 
Church, Cardiff, Wales. 

This fresco in Syria showing Jesus' story of the wise and foolish bridesmaids is one of the 
earliest Christian paintings that exists.

"War in Ukraine" by Alex Nirenberg.
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OVER THE PAST TWO DAYS there has been unfolding news of devastation 
in Syria and Turkey. Early in the morning of February 6, while most were 
at home sleeping, a 7.8-magnitude earthquake struck the region – fol-
lowed by a major aftershock 12 hours later. I write these words on the 
evening of February 7 and there is news of more than 8,000 lives lost, 
with that number expected to climb. Alongside the occasional stories of 
remarkable rescues, it is beyond heartbreaking to hear of so many fami-
lies and loved ones lost, homes destroyed, and already tenuous lives and 
livelihoods shattered.

Yesterday was, for me, a day to reach out to Syrian students and col-
leagues, to ask concerning their families and communities back home. In 
each case there was news of safety and escape, but also expressions of 
fear and loss and sorrow. It is difficult to know what words to offer in the 
face of such pain and distress; difficult to know what words and actions 
can adequately express compassion and love.

As I write, I am also reminded that this column will appear in print, 
or online, one month from now. That temporal distance invites a certain 
kind of reflection (it’s not the first time I have reflected on this dimen-
sion of my writing). What comes to mind in this moment, for me, is our 
tendency to move on from our concerned engagement with the pain and 
plight of others. When one month has passed, will our hearts still be 
shaped by loving concern for those living this devastation?

REMEMBERING SYRIA
Roland De Vries |  rdevries@pcmtl.ca

Roland is Principal of The Presbyterian College in Montreal 
where he also teaches.

It is true that in our globalized 
context we are confronted, on a 
daily basis, with more pain than we 
can possibly hold in our hearts. If 
we tried to do so, we would almost 
certainly be overwhelmed – be par-
alyzed by grief. At the same time it 
seems possible that we forget too 
quickly; that the next thing in life, 
and on the news, too easily carries 
our attention elsewhere.

As one very small act of resis-
tance against my own tendency to 
forgetfulness, I offer a prayer here 
for Syria and Turkey. When these 

words come back to me one month 
from now, may they hold me faith-
fully in the place I need to be in re-
membering others.

Living God, we draw near to you 
at a loss for words. The most hon-
est words, perhaps the only words 
we have for you are questions: 
Why so many lives lost? Why so 
much grief unleashed in the world? 
Why are the most vulnerable made 
vulnerable again? Why must hu-
man life be accompanied by such 
suffering?

Loving God, we hold in our 

hearts and minds those who are 
grieving the loss of brothers, 
sisters, aunts, uncles, parents, 
children, friends. More tears are 
being shed than we can acknowl-
edge or comprehend. Many can-
not imagine their lives or hearts 
ever being healed. We trust that 
your heart breaks for those who 
are heartbroken.

Providing God, there are so 
many hard at work meeting the 
needs of others right now – res-
cuing, bandaging, sheltering, em-
bracing, feeding, planning, pro-
tecting, cleaning. Come alongside 
them in their labour, we pray. May 
the work of their hands and feet 
and minds be done in the love and 
hopefulness that express human 
flourishing.

God with us, be present in the 
grieving and questioning and la-
bouring and hoping that unfolds in 
these days. Be present with those 
who are lost and afraid. Be present 
with those who are dying. We pray 
in the name of the one, Jesus, by 
whom you are with us. Amen. 

OUR OLDEST LIVES downtown 
Toronto, and on my visits, we’ve 
enjoyed walks in High Park, ex-
ploring the side streets, and find-
ing good coffee. In one small 
shop on Bloor St. in Toronto, I 
found a game that includes nine 
cubes that look like dice. Instead 
of dots for numbers, each side 
of each cube has a picture. You 
roll the cubes and reveal nine 
pictures. The game requires the 
players to create connections 
with the pictures, intentionally 
creating accidental stories.

As we left the store, I looked 
down and noticed something I 
missed on my way in – a bright 
blue wooden ramp. It looked 
worn, but it still functioned as a 
way to bridge the gap between 

RAMP UP
Sara Pot |  thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story includes a life of caregiving for daughters 
Rachel and Janneke. 

the sidewalk and the step up to 
the door. On the side of the ramp, 
I could make out the words stop-
gap.ca. Like the cubes with the 
pictures, this had a story.

CURIOUS TO LEARN MORE
When I came home, I went online 
and learned about the StopGap 
Foundation and their mission to 
create barrier free spaces. Their 
story started with one person, 
Luke Anderson, who experienced 

a huge life change as a result of 
a spinal cord injury while biking. 
His determination to embrace life 
with his disability and address 
ableism led to the work of the 
StopGap Foundation. 

Sitting at my computer and 
reading Luke’s story made me 
want to overcome my fear of 
operating a circular saw and 
make ramps for StopGap. I long 
for a barrier free society where 
persons with mobility challenges 
don’t have to find a separate en-
trance or make alternative plans. 

SEE THE STORY
The StopGap story also reminded 
me of the Honourable David 
Onley, a wonderful individual 
and champion for a barrier free 
Ontario. The Former Lieuten-
ant Governor of Ontario, Onley 
leaves a legacy of relentless work 
specific to accessibility and in-
clusion. I found it particularly 
meaningful that throughout his 
life, he intentionally chose not to 
hide his disability. In one of his 

earlier careers reporting on the 
weather, he insisted on a wide-
lens for the camera, so his wheels 
were seen as well as his face. 

KEY STARTING QUESTION
Change is initiated in numer-
ous ways, and I am grateful for 
the work of disability advocates 
such as Onley and Anderson. 
Their stories shape the lens for 
the rest of us, motivating us to 
see more. Harnessing our curi-
osity and asking questions can 

also reframe our perspective: If 
someone can’t get into a build-
ing on account of their wheel-
chair, is it the fault of the person 
with the disability – or is there a 
greater problem with our infra-
structure being designed for only 
one kind of person?

Perhaps this is all to say that re-
thinking the stories we know and 
learning new ones, intentionally 
or accidentally, is an integral part 
of figuring out how to live in true 
community. 

More tears are being shed than we can acknowledge or comprehend.

StopGap founder Luke Anderson.
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THIS YEAR MARKS the 20th anniversary of Neil Postman’s death at 
age 72.  Postman spent most of his career at New York University as 
a Professor of Media Ecology and wrote more than 20 books, most-
ly about the effects of the electronic media on our lives. Amusing 
Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business 

REMEMBERING A PROPHET
Bob Bruinsma  |  bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Bob is a retired professor of education. He heartily recom-
mends Amusing Ourselves to Death, The Disappearance of 
Childhood and Technopoly by Neil Postman. 

(1985) is arguably his most fa-
mous work.  

It is important to note that 
Postman died at the dawn of the 
computer age, and well before 
the emergence and proliferation 
of social media platforms such 
as Facebook, Snapchat, Tik-
Tok, Twitter, Netflix, etcetera. 
He aimed most of his criticism 
at television, but that criticism is 
as relevant to today’s electronic 
social media as it continues to 
be for television. Statistics show 
that in 2022, North American 
adults spent an average of seven 
hours per day looking at screens 
of all sorts. An average of at least 
three hours per day of screen 
time is spent on non-work-relat-
ed viewing, namely amusement.

THE SHOW OF SOCIETY 
Postman eloquently and con-
vincingly argued that television 
was transforming our culture 
into one vast area for show busi-
ness. All public affairs – politics, 
religion, news, education, jour-
nalism, commerce – have been 

turned into a form of entertain-
ment. He further posited that 
television has taken the place of 
the printed word at the center of 
our culture, and in doing so has 
trivialized the once serious and 
coherent discussion of all public 
issues.  Our political and reli-
gious leaders today depend more 
on camera angles and showman-
ship than on reason and rhetoric. 
He pointed out that (supposedly) 
neutral news reporters refer to 
their programs as shows. 

Today Postman would be 
appalled, but not surprised, at 
watching the current debacle of 
what passes for political discourse 
in the electronic media, where 
former television and media per-
sonalities (hello Donald Trump) 
are now considered serious po-
litical leaders. He, who wrote out 
his books long-hand, would be 
amazed that 40 Twitter charac-
ters now pass for serious politi-
cal discourse, and that university 
students spend more time on their 
phones than they do on reading 
culturally important books, in-

cluding the Bible. (Postman was 
Jewish and cherished both the Old 
and New Testaments). 

CHOOSING THE PIXEL 
Many people in post WWII days 
feared that George Orwell’s 
1949 book 1984 might accurate-
ly predict a future dominated 
by dictatorial government forc-
es. Postman writing a year af-
ter 1984 suggested we should 
equally fear the world of Ald-
ous Huxley’s 1932 Brave New 
World. In Huxley’s book, mass-
es of people voluntarily give up 
their freedom through their ad-
dictions to hallucinatory drugs 
and other mindless technologies 
that take away their capacity to 
think in favour of those that lead 
to sensory titillation and endless 
amusement.

In many ways I believe that 
Postman’s prophetic fear has 
become a current reality, in-
cluding among many of those 
who claim (often falsely) that 
the Word, not the Pixel, is their 
source of life.

IN DECEMBER 1903 (only an in-
credible 120 years ago) the Wright 
brothers had their first powered 
flight, traveling 37 metres. By 
the fourth flight they reached 260 
metres and lasted just under a 
minute in the air. Today a Boeing 
787-8 is fifty-seven metres long 
and can reliably fly for more than 
13,500 kilometers carrying up to 
350 passengers. When I go to the 
airport and watch these and similar 
planes take off to fly to the other 
side of the country or world, I am 
awed that aircraft weighing about 
120,000 kilograms can lift off the 
ground. Yet I have no hesitation get-
ting on board and using this method 

WHEN SCIENCE SEEMS 
LIKE MAGIC

Rudy Eikelboom  | reikelboom@wlu.ca

Rudy who is baffled by magic tricks, is a pastoral elder at 
Waterloo Christian Reformed Church and a retired psychology 
professor. 

of transportation. What these planes 
do seems magical to me.

COMPLEX TECHNOLOGY 
Then I take out my smartphone, 
snap a picture of the plane taking 
off, and instantly send it to my 
cousin in Australia. At the same 
time, I can send it to my home 
computer and print a colour picture 
that would be nice enough to hang 
on my wall if I was a better photog-
rapher. On my smartphone, I can 
access more information than was 
printed in the fourteenth edition of 
Encyclopedia Britannica, which I 
purchased years ago on a monthly 
payment plan over two years. How 

my house’s wireless system and 
the cellular system in my town and 
country work is a mystery I don’t 
try to understand. (Full disclosure: 
I used Wikipedia for many of the 
facts in this column.)

Much of the technology I use 
daily is complex and based on 
scientific advances discovered 
over the last one hundred years. 
I understand a tiny part of the 
science that has given rise to the 
wonders of our current age, but 
the reality is that I trust technology 
will work more than I know how it 
does. The details of how planes fly 
and how my smartphone works 
are magic to me.

MEETING IN TRUST 
In many ways, my trust in our Lord 
is similar. I don’t understand how 
this vast cosmos can be created by 
a being who sent his son to this 
earth two thousand years ago. Jesus 
came to live, die and be resurrected 
to unite us with God. I don’t under-
stand what happened on the cross. 

Theologians have many ways of de-
scribing this event, many of which 
seem reasonable to me. I have 
grown up in a community that tries 
hard to follow the commandments 
of our Lord to love God and our 
neighbour, but argues that we are 
grafted onto the true vine by grace 
alone. In many ways, my under-
standing of general and special rev-
elation is similar: I can see that they 

are essential, but I only have a firm 
handle on the main points and live 
by trust in both.

This incomplete understanding 
makes me humble. I recognize 
that my knowledge is limited and 
could, in many ways, be wrong. I 
live in a world where trust is cen-
tral to my scientific life and my 
Christian faith. May this trust in 
our Lord be yours as well. 

Neil Postman.
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NEARLY 20 YEARS AGO, when I 
was completing a PhD in computer 
vision, I was drawn to an AI tech-
nique called “machine learning” 
for recognizing different images. I 
recall being astounded at the pro-
found elegance of “training” a com-
puter with example images and then 
observing how well it could identify 
new images. My early experienc-
es with machine learning seemed 
magical, yet the field has advanced 
rapidly since then.

One of the latest developments 
to catch widespread attention has 
been ChatGPT, an AI “chatbot.” 
ChatGPT can interact with a user 
by responding to questions and 
replying to prompts. While some 
of the responses are amusing or 
simply wrong, the results are often 
astonishing, providing surprisingly 
good responses to a wide variety of 
prompts. It can even compose po-
ems, stories, sermons and essays. 

CHATTING WITH CHATGPT
Derek Schuurman  |  derek@calvin.edu

Derek is a co-author of the recently released book A Christian 
Field Guide to Technology for Engineers and Designers. And 
it's reviewed on page 11 of this issue! 

In fact, the University of Pennsyl-
vania’s business school found that 
ChatGPT was able to pass the final 
exam for the Master of Business 
Administration degree. The results 
have been so remarkable it has led 
to speculations about how it will 
affect education, journalism and 
the future of many skilled jobs.

DOES IT ‘GET’ CC?
I asked ChatGPT “Why is Re-
formed Christian journalism im-
portant?” Here’s part of its answer:

Reformed Christian journalism 
is important because it provides 
a unique perspective and voice in 
the media landscape that is rooted 
in the principles and beliefs of the 
Reformed Christian faith. By of-
fering this perspective, it helps to 
shape public discourse and bring 
a biblical worldview to bear on 
current events, social and cultural 
issues, and politics. Through its 

reporting and analysis, Reformed 
Christian journalism can promote 
understanding and promote God’s 
truth in a world that often lacks it.

Though a little wordy, this re-
sponse could have been written 
by a CC columnist, and further 
developments promise greater 
improvements. Clearly, the im-
pact of these technologies will 
be substantial. What follows are 
three general guidelines for forg-
ing a Christian response to AI.

RULES OF THUMB
First, we need to avoid the pit-
falls of viewing technology with 

either too much optimism or with 
undue pessimism. Technology is 
neither the villain nor the saviour. 
AI is part of the latent potential in 
creation, and we are called to re-
sponsibly unfold its possibilities.

Second, the Biblical story is 
clear that humans are created in the 
image of God and are distinct from 
machines, even if machines be-
come capable of things that, up to 
now, only humans have been able 
to do. Geoff Colvin suggests ask-
ing “What are the activities that we 
humans, driven by our deepest na-
ture or by the realities of daily life, 
will simply insist be performed by 

other humans, regardless of what 
computers can do?” (Humans Are 
Underrated). AI should never be a 
substitute for human wisdom, care 
or companionship. 

Third, we must discern norms 
for the responsible use of AI. The 
creators of ChatGPT had to grap-
ple with bias (including racism) in 
their training set. More generally, 
AI systems can perpetuate injus-
tice, a real threat as big data is em-
ployed various fields including in-
surance, policing, marketing, loans 
and politics. We will need to dis-
cern creational norms for AI which 
include considerations like justice, 
caring, stewardship, transparen-
cy and trust. Appropriate norms 
should point us towards using AI 
for opening up new possibilities to 
show love to our neighbor and care 
for the earth and its creatures.

Christians will need to join the 
wider dialogue surrounding these 
powerful new technologies, bring-
ing insights about what it means 
to be human and to help shape 
public policy with a voice that is 
both biblical and relevant.

Derek wrote this most of this 
column, with a small excerpt 
written by ChatGPT. 

IT WAS A SLIPPERY patch of white, 
that driveway, and soon I found 
my all-season tires stuck in snow. 
I was late already for the girls’ tap 
lessons, all three of them strapped 
into the backseat, and now this. 

Now I would need to admit to 
my in-laws that I couldn’t back 
up straight out of a driveway. 
Now we would be late. The mut-
tering began as I climbed from 
the van into the white drift.

And then, the singing. It 
emerged from the backseat like a 
flash of colour, like birds’ wings, 
even as my in-laws came and 
hooked up the van to their truck. 

LITTLE WINS AND  
A LOT OF REJOICING

Emily Wierenga 

Emily is a wife and mother who is passionate about the church and lives in 
northern Alberta. She is the author of the memoirs Atlas Girl and Making 
it Home (Baker Books), and the founder of a non-profit working in Africa 
and Asia.

It continued even as I had to 
force the girls to unbuckle and 
exit the vehicle. They chased 
chickens.

And it continued on the way to 
tap. Just what were these blond 
seven-year-old girls singing?

“Rejoice in the Lord, always, 
and again I say, REJOICE!” 
(They bellowed out the “Re-
joice!” at the end. As if I wasn’t 
getting the point.)

IN TRAINING
And because of their song, in-
stead of focusing on the loss 
of time or the injury to pride, 

I chose instead to focus on the 
little wins: the worship, from 
the girls; the forgiveness and 
grace of my in-laws, who just 
happened to be home when I 
needed them; the fact that we 
ended up only five minutes late, 
and the fact that I had a van in 
the first place. 

It’s a lesson I’d thought of, 
days earlier, in fact, while play-
ing ping-pong in our basement. 
My husband plays me left-hand-
ed. He’s right-handed. He still 
beats me. But instead of focus-
ing on the ultimate loss of each 
game, I decided to celebrate the 
little victories – each time I won 
a set, I would rejoice. After all, 
those little victories matter. They 
are like steps to a higher altar, an 
altar of praise. 

Brother Lawrence was a 
monk who practiced the pres-
ence of God while he washed 
the dishes. He wrote a book 
on it. Washing dishes is some-

thing we can all relate to. It’s 
like doing the laundry, or taking 
out the garbage, or any of those 
chores that seem endless and 
mind-numbing.

But Brother Lawrence says 
that God trains us in those long 
stretches of ho-hum and dreary. 
God trains us to sing. He wants 
to see if we’ll worship while we 
wash. It’s like the Israelites in the 
desert. God always planned to 
give them water, and manna and 
quail. But he waited, to see what 
they would do in their hunger, in 
the wilderness. 

“We ought not to be weary of 
doing little things for the love of 
God,” writes Brother Lawrence, 
“who regards not the greatness of 
the work, but the love with which 
it is performed.”

So friends, let’s celebrate the 
little victories. Let’s rejoice from 
the backseat of this life. Dare to 
chase chickens. And rejoice some 
more. Because love ultimately 
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has won, and we have reason to 
sing. Hallelujah! 
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SAFE SPACE HAS become a buzz-
word. It is unfortunate that this 
important concept has become 
a slogan with so many different 
meanings that it is often mean-
ingless. Like the cheapened cries 
for freedom, calls for safe space 
raise questions such as:  safe for 
whom?  Safe for what?  What do 
you mean by safety?  Labelling a 
place or an event unsafe is some-
times used as a weapon against 
an opponent to avoid addressing 
substantive issues. Safe space has 
become another front line of the 
culture wars.   

I was active in movements 
to expand safety beyond the 
absence of physical dangers to 
include being free from abuse 

SAFE SPACE IS MORE  
THAN A SLOGAN

Kathy Vandergrift  |  kathyvandergrift@rogers.com 

Kathy, a public policy analyst, brings experience in government, social 
justice work and a Master’s Degree in Public Ethics to her reflections.

and harassment.  Better yet, a 
positive approach focuses on 
respect and creating conditions 
for every person to flourish. 
Adding another layer, aware-
ness of the harms of racism has 
increased the focus on accep-
tance and belonging as condi-
tions for healthy development. 

Safe space does not mean free-
dom from disagreement. It speaks 
to how disagreements are han-
dled.  There are several factors 
that bring safe space into sharper 
focus right now: covid isolation, 
lack of practice in social arts, time 
spent in the online world, and 
sensitivity to diverse cultures and 
identities all increase tensions in 
spaces that should be safe.   

IT’S MESSY
Safe space has become complex 
and messy. So is life, as a friend 
constantly reminds me. Some 
Reformed thinkers see safe space 
as a positive unfolding of God’s 
intentions for humans, created 
to live in dignity, imaging God.  
Others tend to see it as another 
secular influence that challenges 
“the way things were done” in a 
simpler time when a few people 
controlled how society worked.   

It is easy to say churches 

should be safe spaces. What it re-
ally means, beyond police checks 
for volunteers who work with 
children and other rules set out 
by insurance companies, is less 
clear. It becomes very complex 
for LGBTQ+ persons in church-
es like the Christian Reformed 
Church.  I hear those who say 
the church is not a safe place for 
them.  It is not, but it should be.    

Safe space is particularly im-
portant for adolescents and young 
adults.  I am reflecting on recent 

research into the connection be-
tween spirituality and mental 
health.  The findings showed that, 
in general, young people who 
self-reported a strong sense of 
spirituality also reported higher 
levels of positive mental health 
indicators.  That makes sense.   
But young people involved in 
faith-based groups reported high-
er levels of anxiety, bullying and 
other indicators of emerging men-
tal health issues.  That dissonance 
triggered in me a need to think 
again about how we are creating 
the conditions for healthy emo-
tional and spiritual development, 
which is the essence of safe space.  

I think about the safe space 
around Jesus. Summarizing his 
code of conduct, he told his fol-
lowers their top priority was to 
“love your neighbor as yourself.” 
We tend to forget the last part, “as 
yourself,” in many definitions of 
what love means in challenging 
contexts.  Putting oneself in the 
place of the other requires a lot of 
intentional effort to bridge diverse 
backgrounds. It takes a lot more 
than a slogan. U
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WHEN I WAS GROWING UP IN SUBURBAN Chicago, my siblings and 
I attended a public elementary school. The school day opened with a 
series of rituals intended to instil in us a sense of solidarity with our 
political community. Before beginning our lessons, we would stand 
with our hand over our hearts and recite the pledge of allegiance to the 
American flag. Then we would sing, not The Star-Spangled Banner, 
whose vocal range is too wide for the average seven-year-old, but My 
Country ‘Tis of Thee, set to the familiar tune of God Save the King.

During the course of the year, we observed such special days as 
Lincoln’s and Washington’s birthdays, Memorial Day, Independence 
Day and Thanksgiving. We learned American history and were taught 
to take pride in our country’s accomplishments. This was during the 
Cold War, when, among other things, Soviet leader Nikita Khrush-
chev had constructed the Berlin Wall and had placed nuclear weapons 
just offshore in Cuba. A few years later, when I was in grade eight, 
we were part of a model congress, assuming the roles of legislators 
introducing bills into whichever chamber we were part of. Then in 
high school I took a civics course. Although I remember little about 
the class half a century later, it apparently taught us about the structure 
of the U.S. Constitution and Illinois politics as well.

THE OFFICE OF CITIZEN
David T. Koyzis  |  dtkoyzis@gmail.com

David is a Global Scholar with Global Scholars Canada. He is 
the author of Political Visions and Illusions and We Answer to 
Another, with a third book in progress.

DUAL ALLEGIANCE
Did all of these succeed in mak-
ing us good citizens? I’m not 
sure it did me, at least in the short 
term. As an adolescent I grew 
cynical about my country and its 
government in response to the 
Watergate scandal and the Turk-
ish invasion of my father’s native 
Cyprus, which elicited a tepid 
American reaction. Yet, as I stud-
ied political science at the under-
graduate and graduate levels and 
taught the subject for 30 years, I 
began to recognize that neither 
cynicism nor idealism provides a 
solid basis for citizenship.

As God has created us in his 
image, he calls us to a variety of 
authoritative offices related to the 
various differentiated commu-
nities of which we are part. One 
of these is citizenship in our re-
spective political communities. 
I myself was born an American 
citizen, although in adulthood I 
took an oath to our late Queen, 
her heirs, and successors and be-
came a Canadian citizen.

Because citizenship is such an important office, with implications 
for us and our neighbours, we Christians ought to reflect on the obliga-
tions it imposes on us. Recognizing this, I have recently signed a con-
tract with InterVarsity Press for a new book under the provisional title, 
“Citizenship Without Illusions.” I will be working on this throughout 
the current calendar year. Please pray that God will grant me wisdom 
and strength as I work on this new project. 
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REINDERS, Frederik Jan
Fred Reinders passed away peacefully on January 25, 2023 in Burlington, Ontario. He was 
the beloved husband of Jane, with whom he celebrated 68 years of marriage on January 8, 
2023. Loved and survived by their five children - Mike (Colleen) Reinders, Karen (Robb) 
Powell, Hilda (Rob) Balamut, Phil (Betty) Reinders, Harold (Sharon) Reinders, plus 17 
grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren, and predeceased by his grandson David Powell.
He was born July 22, 1930 in the city of Drachten, Friesland, The Netherlands. Trained 
as a civil engineer specializing in marine construction, he immigrated to Canada in 
1953, where he married his life long love, Jane, in Brockville, Ontario. After working on 
the construction of the St. Lawrence Seaway, he was encouraged to achieve Professional 
Engineer status by attending 4th year Civil Engineering which he completed at Univer-
sity of Toronto in 1960.
Fred’s life was defined by his Christian faith. As a follower of Jesus Christ, he practised his 
worship of God in his marriage with Jane, his family, business, and charity/church work - 
always serving and leading, continually looking for solutions and improvement. An avid 
reader, he loved philosophy and was granted an honourary doctorate of philosophy by the 
Institute for Christian Studies. Ever the entrepreneur, Fred served on numerous boards, 
started over 30 companies and challenged hundreds of people in their career development.
The F.J. Reinders & Associates and Maple Engineering & Construction companies were 
birthed in the basement of the Reinders family home in Rexdale in 1967. Maple was 
a fitting Canadian name especially in the year of Canada’s centennial. The Reinders 
consulting firm specialized in the design of marine works, aircraft hangars, notably 
the Wardair hangar in Toronto, subdivisions, as well as buildings of all sorts including 
churches, schools, Christian universities, offices, plants and warehouses. The company 
name was later combined with Maple to be the Maple Reinders Group, now having of-
fices and construction projects across Canada focusing on environmental facilities and 
building construction.
Fred provided committed leadership to many Christian organizations, serving as a chair, 
board member or contributor to Toronto District Christian High School, Redeemer Uni-
versity, Kings University, Institute of Christian Studies, Global Scholars, and various 
Christian Reformed Church boards in Brockville, Toronto and Mississauga.
As a husband and father, Fred carved out time from the business for family vacations, 
trips to Europe, enjoying time away at the cottage, games and meals. Those qualities and 
characteristics continue to be lived out by his children and grandchildren.
Visitation was on February 8 at ClearView Christian Reformed Church (2300 Sheridan 
Garden Drive, Oakville). A celebration of life service was held on Friday, February 10 at 
3 pm also at ClearView Church.
In lieu of flowers, please send donations to The Compass Food Bank (Mississauga) and 
Kerr Street Mission (Oakville).
Please sign the Tribute Wall at kitchingsteepeandludwig.com
Go to christiancourier.ca for a tribute to Fred by Peter Schuurman. 
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VANDERGEEST, Jan & Wilhelmina (Speelman)
Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him 
and he will make your paths straight.”
With thankfulness for the many years with which God has blessed 
them, we celebrate the 70th anniversary of our parents and grand-
parents on March 14, 2023.
With love, from your children and grandchildren, 
John and Anne Vandergeest, Sarah, Ruth, Peter 
Peter Vandergeest and Luin Goldring, Emma, Liora 
Tony Vandergeest and Alice Ann Tangelder, Christian, Brendan, Caleb 
Martin Vandergeest 
William Vandergeest 
Anne and Maurice Veldhuis, Jessica, William, Andrew, Shae-Lynn
Correspondence may be sent to: 
C318-600 Saulsbury Street Strathroy, 
Ontario, Canada N7G 0A8

ANNIVERSARIES

DE HAAN, Connie
It is with sadness that we the family of Connie de Haan announce 
the departure from this world, surrounded by family, to be with her 
Lord and Saviour.
Survived by her beloved husband of 62 years Jacob de Haan.
Survived by her son Ken (Debbie) de Haan, her son Mike (Jackie) 
de Haan and daughter Sandra de Haan.
Survived by her grandchildren Cory (Samantha) de Haan, Justin de 
Haan, Josh (Jessica) de Haan and Jessica de Haan.
Survived by her great grandchildren Amelia and William de Haan.
Mom was proud to be a teacher, finishing at Queen Victoria school.
Thank you to all the Doctors, nurses, psw’s and staff at Macassa lodge for her excellent care 
over the last 2 years and especially her final 2 weeks.
Visitation was at M.A. Clarke and Sons Funeral Home, on Friday, January 6, 2023. Funeral 
was on Saturday, January 7, 2023, at Westdale Reformed Church. 
Correspondence Address: 20 McKenna Court, Hamilton, ON L9B 1T8

OBITUARIES

VAN DER WOERD, Jan
Jan van der Woerd, 93, of Brampton, Ontario, passed away on 
January 21, 2023 after a long and eventful life. Jan was born in the 
Netherlands on September 17, 1929, the 12th generation of Jan 
van der Woerds to enter this world, and the eldest of the 5 chil-
dren born to Jan van der Woerd (11) and Adriana van der Blom. 
Jan married his high school sweetheart, Ali Beekman, on March 
4, 1952, in Apeldoorn, The Netherlands and they immigrated to 
Nova Scotia Canada. Jan and Ali enjoyed 67 years of matrimo-
ny until Ali passed away on Jan’s 90th birthday with Jan at her side. Jan and Ali have six 
children, Nanda (Brian), Jan (Wilma), Peter, Steven (Annette), David (Cyndi) and Andrew 
(Rosanne) and they have 16 grandchildren and 28 great grandchildren. Jan has one remain-
ing sibling, residing in BC and sister in law in Alberta.
Jan lived an interesting and full life. He never shied away from a challenge. He enjoyed two 
careers in his lifetime, one as a business owner in Nova Scotia and the second as a lawyer in 
Ontario. He was accomplished in everything he put his mind to and he lived a life that was full 
of energy and adventure. He had many interests and hobbies and he was a proud Dutchman and 
a proud Canadian. He was a quiet but tenacious leader and he was unwavering in his beliefs and 
principles. He was completely devoted to Christianity and he had a passion for enabling the suc-
cesses of Christian charitable organizations of all types.
A ceremony to commemorate his life was held at Holland Christian Homes, Brampton.  A do-
nation can be made in his memory to Redeemer University Ancaster ON.

VORDING, Joanne
Joanne Vording of Aylmer, Ontario passed away on January 10, 2023.
“Be still, and know that I am God” -  Psalm 49:10a
Much loved wife of Ralph Vording.
Loving mother to Cindy and Richard Bodini, Jim and Jill Vording, 
Jennifer and Chris Dam, Wendy and Jody Bootsma.
Loving Grandmother of 20 favourite grandchildren and 3 favourite 
great-grandchildren.
She will also be missed by siblings and siblings-in-law Henry and Alaine Helder, Corrie and 
George Hooghiem, Minnie Hiemstra, Bernard Helder, Annie Hulst, John and Ineke Vording, 
Jack Vording, Bill and Catherine Vording, Luke and Cecile Vording.

FEDDEMA, Joe and Sally (Lootsma)
So that we may say with confidence, the Lord is my helper. 
March 12, 1953 – March 12,  2023 
Happy 70th Anniversary!
We give thanks to God for 70 years of marriage. 
Congratulations Mom and Dad, Oma and Opa!
With love from your family: 
Sylvia and Cecil,  Paul (†2016),  Brian and Sue,  Anita and Marvin, 
Christine and Jim and your 21 grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren.
Correspondence can be sent to: 
1304 – 45 Kingknoll Dr. 
Holland Christian Homes 
Brampton, ON L6Y 5P2

LYCKLAMA, Simon
Simon Lycklama A Nyeholt of Aurora, formerly of Newmarket, 
went to be with his Lord and Saviour on Sunday January 8, 2023, 
at age 85. Beloved husband of Elizabeth (Betty) for more than 62 
years. Loving father of Sylvia (predeceased) and Steve Claydon, 
Derrick and Joanne Lycklama, Peter and Anna Lycklama. Proud 
grandfather of Evan, Renee (Jacob), Kelsey (Nick), Colin, Megan, 
Kristin and Simon (Sarah). Great Grandfather of Noah and Micah. 
Simon will be fondly remembered by his siblings and their families 
and all the extended family here and in the Netherlands.
Simon was a loving husband, father and grandfather and great grandfather. He was a success-
ful businessman founding Simon and Sons Windows and Doors which continues to serve the 
Newmarket and the surrounding community for the past 57 years. Simon loved spending time 
with family and friends, playing cards, travelling and fishing.
Special thanks to all the staff at The Meadows of Aurora for their exceptional care and kindness.
A Celebration of Life was held on Saturday January 14, 2023 at 11:30 am at Bethel Christian 
Reformed Church, 333 Davis Drive, Newmarket.
In Simon’s memory, donations can be made to Parkinson’s Canada.
Online condolences may be made at www. roadhouseandrose.com
Correspondence: Betty Lycklama 209-400 William Graham Dr., Aurora, ON L4G 1X5
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SO HERE WE ARE, a year into the 
Russian war on Ukraine. That 
seems like a long time, as we con-
tinue to hear about missile attacks 
on Ukrainian infrastructure and 
apartment complexes, possible 
war crimes, counter-offensives, 
and promised Leopard tanks. But 
understanding where this conflict 
came from requires more than a 
year’s vantagepoint. We need to 
go back quite a way in history to 
see the roots of this invasion. 

For 25 years at Redeemer Uni-
versity, I had the privilege of 
teaching courses on Eastern Eu-
ropean history. An upper-level 
course on the history of Ukraine 
was one of them. As we worked 
through that history, we always 
had to keep an eye turned to the 
east, toward Russia down through 
the centuries.   

The two nations trace them-
selves back to what was Europe’s 
largest, strongest and most sophis-
ticated state from the mid-900s 
through the mid-1200s – Kyivan 
Rus. Readers of this newspaper 
may never have learned about 
Kyivan Rus. Our educational pro-
grams do an okay job of teach-
ing us about the historical back-
grounds of our own culture, but 
not so much about other parts of 

good, “big brother” tried, time 
and time again, down through 
the centuries, to get their “little 
brothers” to admit the error of 
their ways and return to the Rus-
sian fold. 

This pattern repeated itself 
through the eras of Russia’s in-
creasing power (when it peremp-
torily swallowed up the early 
Ukrainian Cossack state), the 
Russian Empire (which forbade 
Ukrainian books and learning 
to read and write Ukrainian), 
Communist Russia (executing 
Ukrainian intellectuals who had 
sought Ukrainian self-direction; 
the Soviet-instituted famine that 
led to millions of Ukrainians 
starving to death), and (most re-
cently) the Russian Federation’s 
invasion. 

TURNING WEST
But those pesky Ukrainians kept 
resisting, acting like they should 
be free to govern themselves and 
find their own way. That way – 
faithful to the example of Jaroslav 
the Wise a millennium earlier – 
included turning toward Europe. 
Since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, with fits and starts, 
but nonetheless increasingly, 
Ukraine has turned toward Europe 
. . . and big brother is anything but 
pleased. 

Ukrainians had long sought 
their own state, but it didn’t hap-
pen until 1922, when Vladimir 
Lenin established Ukraine as one 
of the constituent “republics” in 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics. Those who know about 

A WAR WITH 800-YEAR-OLD ROOTS

What Kyivan Rus and Vladimir Lenin have to do with Putin’s invasion.
Jim Payton 

News

Jim Payton 

Jim is Professor Emeritus 
of History (Redeemer Uni-
versity) and now serves as 
Professor of Patristics and 
Historical Theology (Mc-
Master Divinity College). 
 He is also the author of 
The Unknown Europe: 
How Eastern Europe 
Got That Way (Cascade 
Books, 2021).    

Vladimir Putin’s fascination with 
numbers will recognize that his 
invasion came at the century mark 
of that establishment – a sort of 
“what big brother gives, big broth-
er takes away.” 

But Ukrainian resolve met 
Russian invaders with stiff resis-
tance – and a year later, Russia 
is nowhere near bringing its little 
brother back into the fold. West-
ern support – in finances and 
weaponry – has enabled Ukraine 
to push Russian forces back. So 
far, though, NATO has otherwise 
kept its safe distance. 

In 2017, Ukraine’s parliament 
declared membership in NATO a 
foreign policy priority: Ukraine 
had no doubt about the ongoing 
threat posed by its eastern neigh-
bor and sought the protection that 
membership would offer them. 
In 2018 NATO acknowledged 
Ukraine as a membership aspirant. 

The question NATO needs to 
ask itself – sooner rather than 
later – is whether mollifying the 
Russian power to the east is more 
important than fully embracing 
the “borderlands” state that has 
considered its options and made a 
brave choice.  

Can NATO do the same? 

the world. We study our roots in Western Europe (France, Germany, 
Italy, England, et al.), but the nations of Eastern Europe (Poland, Slo-
vakia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Ukraine, et al.) and their histories are notable 
mostly by their absence. 

Even so, the dominant power in all of Europe for 300 years was 
found in Eastern Europe: Kyivan Rus – which was destroyed by the 
Mongol invasion in the early 1240s. And that state, which ended near-
ly eight centuries ago, has shaped how Russia and Ukraine have each 
viewed themselves through the intervening centuries, down to today. 
And yes, that helps account for what happened on February 24, 2022, 
and has been going on since then. 

IDENTITY CRISIS
In the far northeast of Kyivan Rus, after the Mongol invasion, Mos-
cow/Russia managed to escape destruction. It came to see itself as the 
rightful heir to and the continuation of Kyivan Rus’s glories – with the 
calling to reclaim all its territories. The descendants of those who had 
survived back in the core of Kyivan Rus came to describe themselves 
as people living on the “borderlands” between the powers of Europe 
and Russia. In the language that had developed among them, the word 
for “borderlands” was “Ukraina” … and the designation for those peo-
ple? “Ukrainians.” 

To the developing power in the northeast, though, this region was 
known as “malorossiia” – “little Russia.” And big brother was sure 
it knew what was best for its little brother – to become fully Russian. 

But in the centuries after the destruction of Kyivan Rus, these 
Ukrainians had learned about self-government from Polish overlords 
and found ways to exercise it in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. They 
learned to read and write their own language, and they came to treasure 
the history of their Ukrainian people – a history that, in the glory days 
of Kyivan Rus under Jaroslav the Wise (r. 1019-1054), included very 
close contacts with the rest of Europe. 

To Russia, though, this was all misguided – and dangerous. It would 
end up seducing these “little Russians” away from their rightful place – 
in the Russian world (Russky mir), where they belonged. And for their 

Distribution of humanitarian aid by the Basilians in Kherson.

Special help in caring for refugees in the parish of 
St. Archangel Michael in Tyvriv as a result of the war.
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