


A WINNING RESPONSE

When we published “Redeeming Waste': Art From EV?I‘C'St” at the end of l'ast F AI T H LI N K Meeting you where it matters.
year, we asked our readers to share stories about reclaiming and repurposing
things that other people throw away. One of these responses was randomly FUNERAL CARE

selected to win a one-year subscription. Congrats to Tom Horlings who will now
enjoy a full year of CC for free, and thanks to all of you for sharing creative
waste saving solutions! (see below) By the way, it’s never too late to chime in. If
you have a unique way of giving garbage a second lease on life, we want to hear
about it! Send an email to editor@christiancourier.ca.

In the comfort of your own home review our A
Maybe you’ll find inspiration in one of these examples: > Make thoughtful decisions with your faith and

* Decorate paper bags to turn them into gift bags. family in mind
» Make soup stock out of vegetable peels and other food scraps. > Discuss with your family under no pressure
* Use broken and uncoupled jewelry to make ornaments. > Take advantage of our free plan registration process.
» Wrap all gifts in coloured comics — except for Christmas shoeboxes and wed- > Get additional information only if YOU want

ding presents! Cantact e tr oot p » ”
* Clean and repair shelving units, desks, tables and chairs and donate them to HTAES £3 10 JE8 Yl ITECERIE SC/ (o TR

Thrift Stores.

We promise there will be no hassle or follow-up call!

* Use heavy wire on lawn signs to support garden plants or fix bicycle fenders.

* “Four times in the past 10 years, I have picked up discarded vacuum cleaners on
garbage day; cleaned them, unclogged the filters, and given them to my older
grandchildren when they rent apartments during university.”
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info@Dykstrabros.com
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News

THE PASSING OF A GIANT

On November 4, 2022, Harry Antonides passed away at age 91.

Adapted from a eulogy given by lan
Dewaard, CLAC's Ontario Director, at
Harry's funeral.

IF YOU KNEW HARRY, you know that
he had a deep and abiding passion for
his vocation at the Christian Labour
Association of Canada (CLAC),
where he worked for 35 years. He was
a man who had ordered his working
life around the idea that a Christian
world and life view, when lived out
personally and through the ordering
work of an institution such as CLAC,
had something valuable to offer to the
workplace and to the worker.

The passion Harry held for biblically
inspired ideas about work, conflict and
justice was so central to his being that
it seemed to ooze from his pores. He
was an avid storyteller and a humble
and gracious guest. He rarely spoke in
first person, preferring to recount the
major achievements and hardships in
CLAC'’s history always as what “we”
had experienced.

Harry began his career in 1962
as the second representative hired by
CLAC. But he had been involved
with establishing the organization
for many years before as a volunteer
and supporter. In the 1950s and

early ‘60s, the organization was still
fighting in the courts to achieve the

Harry on the picket lines in 1975.

legal status it needed to organize
and represent workers, something
that multiple labour boards had
denied CLAC because of the overtly
Christian language in its constitution.
When reflecting on those days, Harry
explained, “It was important to say
who we were, without hiding our
colours. If the communists could sing
their songs, and the socialists have their

creeds, surely a union that confesses to
be guided by Christian principles also
had its place.”

It took great courage to start a career
with an organization that at the time
lived only as an idea. As he recounts
in interviews and articles, Harry spent
his early years travelling across Ontario
from Sarnia to Kingston, working
most nights in the week to drum up
support from likeminded workers and
engaging in discussion and dialogue
around a new vision for labour, one
based on promoting dignity for all.

In 1964, a year after the Ontario
Supreme Court decision that labour
boards must recognize CLAC, Harry and
his family relocated to B.C. to shore up
support that had waned during the years
of long court battles, and to organize
workers. Then, in 1970, he moved
back to Toronto to become CLAC’s first
research and education director, a job
he did for 27 years until his retirement.
Although he believed that he was a less
gifted writer than others, he went on
to pen numerous books and booklets,
government submissions, and many,
many articles and op-eds.

Harry’s thorough research work and
strong advocacy of the relevance of
Christian principles won him the respect
of academics and colleagues alike. His
work enabled CLAC to grow in maturity,
and to impact provincial governments

and labour boards throughout Canada.
His work also became known and quoted
on several continents. In the latter years
of his career, he travelled to places
such as Mexico, El Salvador, Europe
and South Africa as an invited speaker
and lecturer. Today, his articulation of
principles and ideas about our work
are still relevant and compelling, a
testament to the enduring quality of his
contributions.

Harry exemplified the sacrifice and
dedication that the founding generation
offered. They toiled with no promise
of reward, with no promise that their
efforts would succeed, and in the
face of bitter and sometimes violent
opposition from their adversaries.

In this work and throughout his
career, Harry was most of all a thought
leader and spokesperson for Christian
ideas made practical. It would be
easy, but too simple, to say that the
legacy of Harry and the early founders
is CLAC, a national union of over
60,000 workers, that has organized
many thousands of workplaces, and
that is a known name and presence on
the Canadian and international labour
relations scene. >~

LIFE & LEGACY

Harry was born in 1931 in
the Netherlands, one of 10
children.

With Bernard Zylstra,

he co-founded the Work
Research Foundation, now
called Cardus.

He worked many years on
CLAC’s publication The
Guide and also founded
Comment magazine.

In 198S, he published Stones
for Bread: The Social Gospel
and its Contemporary Legacy.
Harry also wrote many
years for Christian Courier,
including a column entitled
“The Public Square.”

Harry is predeceased by his
wife Janet, who died in 2021
after their 69-year marriage.

LinkCharity

Canad

available.

EXACT RATES IN THE CHART

Gift Planning
... Simplified

GUARANTEED LIFETIME INCOME AND GREAT GIFTS TO YOUR CHARITIES

Link Charity issued $1.2 million in new Charitable Gift Annuity agreements in our last fiscal
year. With the much higher rates being offered, these life incomes are looking better than ever!
Link Charity continues to be the leading issuer of the Charitable Gift Annuity in Canada.

HERE ARE SOME SAMPLE RATES FOR CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES
Based on a single life, $100,000 and payable quarterly. Agreements as low as $20,000 are

Joint Life agreements would pay less but would pay as long as either of the two people are living.
You can estimate a payment rate if your age is between the samples listed. We continue to recom-
mend the Charitable Gift Annuity with great success. Canada Revenue Agency governs what we
are permitted to pay with adjustments to the long-term bond rate yield. Since December 31 it is
up dramatically. It has gone from 1.75% to 3.07%. Quotations now are near all-time highs
for most ages. An accurate quotation is available for you, confidentially, and without obligation.

Call Harry Houtman today!
4 MALE FEMALE )
Donor Age 87 8.86% 8.64%
Exact Rates January 18 - January 25 in
Donor Age 82 7.65% 7.38% the chart.
Donor Age 78 6.92% 6.64% Some or all the income would be
completely tax free.
Donor Age 72 6.10% 83%
\_ ge 7 583 Y,

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE WWW.LINKCHARITY.CA

OR CALL 1-800-387-8146 FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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Classifieds

OBITUARIES

BIRTHDAY

EELKEMA, Menno

Menno Eelkema of Listowel, went home to be with his Lord, on
Tuesday, January 3, 2023, in his 85th year.

Husband of Effie (Klinker) Eelkema. Father of Brian & Lisa Eelke-
ma, Jacqueline & Frank Geerlinks, Selia & Fred Koops, Alice &
Rick Meloche, Brenda & Greg Hiemstra, Sara & Mark Verkuyl,
Krista & Jim Hall, and the late Mark Eelkema (1983-2000).

Grandfather of 18 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren.

Brother of Elisabeth DeBliek, and George & Patricia Eelkema, and brother-in-law of Greta &
Harry Harsevoort, Jack Klinker, Riek Klinker, and Linda Klinker.

Menno Eelkema was born in Blija, Friesland, The Netherlands and emigrated with his family
to Canada at the age of 9. After living in the Owen Sound and Sarnia areas, he moved to Lis-
towel with his wife Effie and young family over 54+ years ago. For almost all that time, they
lived and worked on their dairy farm east of Listowel on Highway 86. Church and School
were important areas of his life and he spent many years in leadership and treasurer of both
organizations.

Correspondence Address: 10-750 Nelson Ave S Listowel, ON N4W 3W1

KUNTZ, Neil (Cornelius James)

Neil (Cornelius James) Kuntz was born in what was then known as
the town of Weston, on September 20, 1965.

His spirit returned to his Maker on December 16, 2022.

He attended Timothy Christian school in Rexdale and Toronto Dis-
trict Christian Highschool in Woodbridge graduating in 1985.

Despite getting diagnosed with Myotonic Muscular Dystrophy in
1990 (as was his sister Lynn) he was always upbeat and he would
make the very best of every day. Brother and sister together purchased a two bedroom condo
in Etobicoke in 1994. From the moment he graduated from high school he volunteered in re-
tirement and nursing homes and joined St. John Ambulance as a volunteer, the latter for about
15 years.

He held a variety of jobs which gave him good life experience and he was always liked by his
co-workers. He had to give this up due to his worsening physical condition, but he kept on
volunteering in a long term care home in Etobicoke, while also serving as the disability advo-
cate for his church.

This ended when in 2012 he followed his sister into an apartment building in Brampton with
assisted living, run by the March of Dimes. Lynn passed away in May 2013. During this time,
Neil remained involved in Friendship Ministry.

Grace Manor at Holland Christian Homes became his next abode in September 2019 and, as
he said several times: he loved it there. In spite of needing total care he was always upbeat
and cheerful, getting along well with fellow residents and staff.

His certain hope was based on his unwavering faith in his heavenly Father.

Similar to what had happened to his sister, Neil’s death happened unexpectedly and without
any further suffering. He is now united with the Lord and His Son Jesus, as we are confident
are his mother and sister.

Correspondence Address is 45 Kingknoll Drive, PeT 703, Brampton ON L6Y 5P2.

E-BOOKS

ABRAHAM KUYPER IN E-BOOKS

A small library of Kuyper writings in English — by Kuyper and about Kuyper. Translations
by Dr. Jan H. Boer and others. About Kuyper — many from Christian Courier. Available free
of charge on www.SocialTheology.com and on www.lulu.com. Contact Jan H. Boer
boerjf@hotmail.com. Vancouver.

DERUYTER, JANTJE (JANE)

Happy 100th birthday (Feb. 18) to our dear mother, grandmother
and great-grandmother Jantje (Jane) DeRuyter. With love from your
children: Karen and Bill Dekker (Calgary); Ron and Sharon DeRuy-
ter (Kitchener); and Jeff and Connie DeRuyter (Guelph). Hugs from
your grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

JOBS

SENIOR PASTOR REQUIRED

Hebron CRC requires an experienced pastor to lead and encourage our members in fulfilling
the great commission in the fast growing multi-ethnic community of Whitby, ON Canada.
Please contact Phil Ralph at phil@woundedwarriors.ca or office@hebronchurch.ca for more
information.

TORONTO CHURCH SEEKS PASTOR

Willowdale Christian Reformed Church, a church of 200+ diverse members is seeking a
senior pastor. For detailed information including a church profile and position description,
please see the full posting at https://network.crcna.org/job/senior-pastor.

VACATION

i ; Holiday accommodation in Holland with vehicle rentals and tours.

chestnutlane.nl

S,

MARTINDALE PLACE

A CHRISTIAN RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

INDEPENDENT LIVING

Life Lease & Monthly Rentals
with Enhanced Services

Our enhanced services feature
three Chef prepared meals per day, weekly
housekeeping, flat laundry service, a full

activity program, scheduled transportation
and an emergency response system

Contact us @ (905) 988-9414
accommodations@martindaleplace.com
1128 Vansickle Road North, St. Catharines

www.MartindalePlace.com | facebook.com/MartindalePlace

,@ChrCourier n ChrCourier @ @chr.courier
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News

‘A UNITED CANADA’

New Act in Alberta creates sovereignty without
independence. | David Koyzis

FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL RELATIONS ARE TESTY even in the best of
times, but these are not the best of times. Pandemic, war, inflation and
global supply-chain disruptions have affected us all, and it is scarcely
surprising that they would also affect Canada’s federal system, as a
new threat to national unity has recently demonstrated.

In early 1830s United States, a debate raged over nullification — that
is, over whether individual states had the constitutional authority to
nullify federal statutes harmful to their own interests. The crisis arose
due to a protective tariff that favoured nascent industries in the north
but hurt cotton farmers in the south. Outright secession was narrowly
averted for another three decades, but, when it finally came, it tore the
Union apart until the matter was settled on the battlefield.

Since our own rebellions of 1837,
Canada has been at peace,
although national unity has always
been a precarious enterprise.

Since our own rebellions of 1837, Canada has been at peace, although
national unity has always been a precarious enterprise. For most of
our history, the major issue has been linguistic, with French-speaking
Québec being the most obvious candidate for separating from the rest
of the country.

But now the government of Alberta, led by United Conservative
Party Premier Danielle Smith, has passed something that smacks of
René Levesque’s paradoxical 43-year-old goal of sovereignty-associ-
ation: Alberta Sovereignty within a United Canada Act. According to
the provincial government’s website, “The act allows Alberta to fight
harmful federal laws and defend the constitutional federal-provincial
division of powers.” Among other things, it allows Alberta’s legisla-
ture to debate and pass a motion to the effect that a particular federal
policy violates the constitution or harms Alberta in some way. Once
the legislature has approved such a motion, it will turn the matter over
to the provincial cabinet to take appropriate action.

The website hastens to assure readers that the act does not permit
Alberta to separate from Canada or to act against the country’s con-
stitution. No American-style nullification crisis is looming, it seems.
However, it does give new powers to cabinet, thus centralizing admin-
istration within the province’s jurisdiction.

OTTAWA OVERRIDE?

Needless to say, the law is too new to have been tested in the courts,
although some observers are already questioning its constitutionality.
How it will be used remains to be seen, but its very existence portends
an eventual showdown of some sort between Edmonton and Ottawa.
Smith defended the law in these words:

“It’s not like Ottawa is a national government . . . . The way our
country works is that we are a federation of sovereign, independent
jurisdictions. They are one of those signatories to the constitution and
the rest of us, as signatories to the constitution, have a right to exercise
our sovereign powers in our own areas of jurisdiction.”

Alberta Premier Danielle Smith on Lake Louise, Jan 20, 2023.

But what happens if Smith’s government determines that a federal
law harms Alberta’s interests? And what if Ottawa declines to back
down? If Alberta chooses to ignore or defy a federal statute, it is diffi-
cult to imagine that it could win if the case goes to court. What then?

Formally speaking, Canada’s constitution is top-heavy with the bulk
of powers not explicitly delineated in the Constitution Act, 1867 going
to Ottawa. Our Fathers of Confederation gave Ottawa three signif-
icant powers to use against the provinces. These are disallowance,
reservation and the declaratory power, which, taken together, permit
Ottawa to override provincial legislation of which it disapproves.
However, because disallowance was last used in 1943, most constitu-
tional scholars believe these last-resort federal powers are effectively
dormant, and a federal government would be unwise to revive them
today.

DISCONTENT AND DISCONNECT
Nevertheless, the intention of the Fathers is enough to cast doubt on
Premier Smith’s assertion that Canada is “a federation of sovereign,

Twitter.

independent jurisdictions.” Un-
like the members of the Euro-
pean Union, the original parties
to Confederation were not pre-
viously sovereign states. They
were dependent colonial prov-
inces within a larger British Em-
pire which London cajoled into a
broader union.

Yet if Smith’s history is dubi-
ous, her government’s suspicion
towards Ottawa is not without
justification. Albertans have long
memories of our Prime Minis-
ter’s late father’s National En-
ergy Programme of 1980 which
they believe lopsidedly benefitted
central Canada at their expense.
Discontent over the NEP led to
the formation of the Reform Par-
ty in 1987. Although the Reform
Party is gone, its support base
continues in the Conservative
Party of Canada and, of course,
Alberta’s United Conservative
Party.

Where will the Alberta Sover-
eignty Act lead? Is it a toothless
warning to an apparently out of
touch federal government? Or,
like America’s nullification cri-
sis, does it foreshadow a more
serious danger to national unity?
We shall see. 5+

David Koyzis

David, a Global Schol-
ar with Global Scholars
Canada, recently learned
that Inter-Varsity Press will
be publishing his forth-
coming new book, provi-
sionally titled Citizenship
Without lllusions.
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