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EAT, DRINK AND 
BE RECONCILED  
How one Anishinaabe woman found healing in Rome and Alberta.
Meghan Kort

LISA RAVEN’S FIRST REACTION to hearing 
Pope Francis apologize on Indigenous land 
in Canada this summer was: “Wow. That was 
really powerful.” She did not expect to be 
moved to tears. Thirty-six years ago, Raven 
was a student at Saskatchewan’s Marieval 
Indian Residential School run by the Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate. When she fi rst heard an 
apology from that order back in 1991, she was 
too angry to receive it. 

I sat down with Raven, now Executive Di-
rector of Returning to Spirit, to fi nd out what 
has changed in the past 30 years and how her 
recent experiences in Rome and Maskwacis, 
Alberta brought reconciliation home. 

CC: Would you like to share a bit about how 
you became a Catholic and a Christian, and 
what faith means to you?

Lisa Raven: I’m from Hollow Water First 
Nation and I live there still. I guess I’m kind 
of a wayward Catholic, a soul that found their 
way back. I was angry at the Catholic Church 
for most of my life, probably until I was 30 
years old. I was sexually abused by my grand-
father who attended residential school, and it 
doesn’t take long to unfold what might have 
happened to him there. We lived in a small 
community and my grandfather was still very 
much part of my life. My mother is a faithful 
Catholic, so even when we were dealing with 

sexual abuse that’s where she went for guid-
ance, for support. That really tore at the fabric 
of our relationship. I thought she was choos-
ing the church over me. We were estranged 

Continued on page 2

Lisa Raven and her mother held hands while the Pope 
gave his apology in Maskwacis, Alberta.
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they asked if I would share a little bit about them and so it was all ar-
ranged and over 50 [priests and seminarians] from all over the world 
showed up. I was really blown away by that. Their curiosity and in-
terest was genuine. In my grandfather’s time, that never would have 
been possible. 

To go from outlawing and destroying those ceremonial items to now 
being curious about them and wanting to learn, that’s a huge shift.

Even being welcomed into their house as an Indigenous woman. That 
for me, that’s a real measure of how far the church has come. Institu-
tions like the church tend to move really slowly; change always takes 

a long time. 
Was it healing for you to be in Rome together with so many other 
delegates?

The best part of it was the relational aspect of the trip. The delegates 
ate together, they celebrated mass together, they did all these tours 
together. They all stayed in the same hotel. They traveled on the same 
bus. Often the church and Indigenous people don’t really know each 
other. We think we do, but we have lots of biases and assumptions. We 
don’t really know each other as human beings. 

A lot of what the public sees are events in institutional settings, like the 
big apology ceremony in the Vatican on April 1st. But in the Walking 
Together documentary I noticed there was a mixer where delegates 
were talking with cardinals, clergy and priests, having a drink togeth-
er and laughing. 

Yeah, those are actually the moments of reconciliation. Not to be fl ip-
pant or anything, the Pope’s apology was “yeah okay great,” but it 
wasn’t about that. To me reconciliation is those [relationship-build-
ing] moments. My goal is not to come to a place of reconciliation, but 

for like 15 years. So for a long 
time, I didn’t want to have any-
thing to do with reconciliation. 

In the Walking Together docu-
mentary you mention the Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate who ran 
most of the Catholic residential 
schools in Canada. How did it 
feel back in 1991 to hear an apol-
ogy that you weren’t ready for?

I remember picking it apart, look-
ing for what was wrong or what 
was left out. Where they were 
lacking in taking responsibility. 
So today when I see people on 
social media or when I talk to 
them about the Pope’s apology 
and it angers them, I totally get it. 
Oftentimes, we think of reconcil-
iation as linear and it’s not. West-
ern culture says, “if we check off  
these boxes then we’ll get there.” 
I think that is why it feels some-
times like we’re not making any 
progress, because reconciliation 
is actually experiential. It’s spir-
itual and it’s fl uid. 

I was really struck by what you 
said about how reconciliation 
is for yourself and it’s for future 
generations, but it’s also for the 
past. What did you mean by that? 

For me I really experienced that 
when I was in Rome because I 
stayed at the general house of the 
Missionary Oblates. I was like, 
“okay do I really want to do this? 
That’s kind of like going into the 
belly of the beast.” 

That sounds like a trigger.

Yeah, I was afraid at fi rst. But the 
opposite actually happened. I felt 
so welcome and accepted there. I 
took my pipe and my bundle and 
every day we would do a pipe 
ceremony praying for what’s 
happening at the time with the 
delegation and praying for rec-
onciliation. The [Missionary Ob-
lates] were so accommodating, 
but they were curious too. They 
wanted to know: “What are you 
doing? What does this mean for 
you? What are these things?” So 

Reconciliation is not a 
place but a series of 

relationship-building moments. 

News

RECONCILED CONTINUED

During our conversation, Lisa Raven walked me through a few 
examples from Returning to Spirit workshops. She explained 
how unaddressed relational problems create barriers, unhelp-
ful narratives and lead to deep divides in our communities. 
Identifying the stereotypes we hold and taking ownership for 
the damage they cause is the fi rst step in reconciliation. Visit 
returningtospirit.org to learn more.

RETURNING TO SPIRIT

Without Theo van Gogh, we may never have experienced the 
masterpieces that his brother Vincent created. Vincent was a 
penniless artist who sold one painting while alive. Theo gave 
him the funds to keep going because he loved his brother and 
believed in his work.

We need you in the same way that Vincent needed Theo. If you 
believe that Christ-centred journalism matters, why let hope-
fi lled news teeter on the edge of sustainability? We have a cho-
rus of loyal readers telling us to write, create and dream ambi-
tiously! So here we are, being honest: $35,000 would make a 
big diff erence in our world.

We may be a small publication, but at a time when common 
ground between Christ-followers seems to be shrinking, our 
writers work hard to shed a little light on the path back to 
wholehearted dialogue. Our little paper has sky-high hopes! 

WAYS TO DONATE
Online: christiancourier.ca
Etransfer: admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail cheques payable to 
Christian Courier:
PO Box 124, Wainfl eet, ON L0S 1V0
Call Sarah: 1-800-275-9185

BE OUR

THEO
DONATE TODAY

CC's Fall Donation Campaign

 WILL YOU BE OUR

             THEO
 OUR GOAL IS $35,000 BY DECEMBER 31!

CC is a registered charity; 
all donations are tax-deductible.

To learn more about 
Theo & Vincent, 

watch this video:
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it’s to gather as many of those moments as I can in my life. Hopefully 
those moments start to outweigh the bad ones. To get those experienc-
es you have to be in partnership with the ones that you’re in confl ict 
with, the ones who are on the opposite side.

So it makes sense to you then when people feel like the Pope’s apology 
didn’t do enough or when they’re off ended by his visit? 

Yeah, but you can’t discount it, either; you have to look at the whole 
picture. The big upset at Maskwacis was around that headdress, but 
the media left out so much crucial information. 

Can you explain for our readers what the headdress meant to you? 
What was the missing backstory?

The way I saw it, Chief Willie Littlechild, he was one of the Truth 
and Reconciliation commissioners and so he listened to thousands of 

residential school student stories. 
He must have heard the worst of 
the worst. Listening to that al-
most every day for three years 
for any normal person would 
harden your heart and spirit. Wil-
lie Littlechild was also a part of 
the fi rst delegation way back with 
Pope Benedict and Phil Fontaine. 
[Littlechild and Pope Francis] are 
around the same age. He’s been to 
the Pope’s house and so the Pope 
comes to his home and it’s in our 
custom that when somebody you 
know comes to your home, you 
give them a gift. It’s a part of 
who we are. We don’t just give 
any gift; we have to give what is 
the most special to us. When I do 
a round of fasting, there’s a give-
away ceremony at the end. Last 
time, I gave away my drum, my 
rattle, everything from my bun-
dle. Those are things I spent years 
accumulating. It was hard to give 
those up, but I had to because that 
is the teaching of humility and it’s 
the teaching of faith too. Give all 
that away and trust that if you’re 
meant to have it, it’ll come back 
to you. That headdress wasn’t 
made for the Pope; it belonged 
to Willie Littlechild’s grandfa-
ther. So when Littlechild gifted 
that to him, it wasn’t like nation 
to nation or head of state to head 
of state. It was man to man. And 
you know what, he’s allowed. 
He’s allowed to give anything he 
wants. Willie Littlechild is in his 

Lisa Raven went to the Vatican in March and April 2022 to 
meet with the Pope and other members of the Catholic 
church. You can hear more of her story and the experiences 
of other delegates in the Walking Together documentary from 
Salt + Light Media. 

WALKING TOGETHER DOC

80s; he doesn’t know how many 
more years he has on this earth 
and he wants to spend the rest 
of the time that he has in a place 
of peace. God bless him. He de-
serves that. 

Do you think there are people 
who will never be able to accept 
an apology until the Doctrine of 
Discovery is rescinded?

Yeah, or they get the land back. 
That kind of makes me sad be-
cause that could take a lifetime. 
For so many people they are go-

ing to be hanging on to that stuff  
until then. No matter the system, 
there’s always going to be unfair-
ness; there’s always going to be 
injustice in this world; there’s al-
ways going to be inequality. But 
I fi nd that I’m more eff ective and 
powerful if I can interact with 
those systems from a place of 
peace and being reconciled. 

 Lisa Raven with elders during the Pope's visit to Maskwachis.

 A photo of a private dinner guests in Rome at the OMI General house.

Lisa Raven with Fr. Francois Paradis, Bishops Legatt and Lavoie and Fr. Susan.

Meghan Kort

Meghan is Assistant Editor 
of Christian Courier
and lives in Terrace, B.C. 
on unceded Tsimshian 
(Ts'msyen) territory.
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Editorial

WHEN YOU’VE WORKED SOMEWHERE AS LONG AS I HAVE – almost 
15 years – certain patterns start to emerge. Even in the news industry, 
which is changing so quickly that a day is the new decade, I’ve gained 
a little perspective. This is helpful when picking which conferences to 
attend, which emails to ignore and which articles to overhaul. Time 
has also given me some insight into you, our Christian Courier (CC) 
readers. Many of you communicate with me regularly enough to feel 
like friends. If we ever meet in a church fellowship hall someday, 
conversation will be easy. 

We get a fair amount of mail – email, website comments, physical 
letters – from all over Canada (and the U.S.). And I’ve decided, just 
for fun, to break these types of messages down into seven categories. 
Maybe you’ll recognize yourself in this list!

THE BOLSTERER
Redeemer University’s first President was Rev. De Bolster. What a 
great name for a pastor! The Dutch word needs no translation – to bol-
ster someone is to buoy up their spirits, fortify, hearten, foster. Many 
CC readers have sent me heartfelt words of encouragement over the 
years at just the right time. In fact, it usually feels like God’s timing. 
If you are a Bolsterer, sincere thanks. 

THE SUPERFAN
It’s equally lovely to hear from those of you who have faithfully sub-
scribed to Christian Courier for a long time. A REALLY long time! 
Superfans are the loyal readers who received CC as a gift subscrip-
tion at your wedding in 1968 and haven’t missed a year since. You 
probably know the names of not only Heidi VanderSlikke’s husband 
and kids but her grandkids. And you might ask, in your post-script, if 
I’m related to the Hamilton Bicks, or to the Margaret Reitsma who 
graduated from Trinity in ’71 whose roommate lived in Japan. (The 
answer is yes.) 

THE JUDGE
Some people can’t read anything without spotting errors. It’s a pre-
requisite for Editors, of course, but there are times when I wish our 

7 KINDS OF PEOPLE WHO 
READ CHRISTIAN COURIER

Angela Reitsma Bick |  Editor

Angela, Editor of Christian Courier, thanks her cousin Hannah 
Marnoch as well as Shaun Bythell of Wigtown in Scotland for in-
spiring this editorial. 

readers got on board that particu-
lar train a . . . little less. I’m not 
talking about typos – those are 
egregious (though mistakes hap-
pen). A Judge might email me 
wondering if that subhead really 
did the best job summarising the 
following paragraph, or why a 
writer’s bio didn’t mention a pri-
or publication more relevant to 
the topic. 

To the Judges, let me just say 
that applications to the unpaid 
position of copyeditor are always 
welcome! 

THE HISTORY BUFF
In 2019, I had the pleasure of 
bringing a complete set of Chris-
tian Courier archives to The 
King’s University in Edmonton, 
where they were added to the 

The Theologian? The Social Media Influencer? 
Send your suggestions for another category of CC reader to 
editor@christiancourier.ca, and thanks, as always, for reading!

WHO DID I MISS?

Gerry Segger Heritage Fund. In Hamilton, librarians at Redeemer 
University have nearly finished a multi-year project to digitize their 
CC archives. And a full paper set also exists in Grand Rapids, at Cal-
vin University. 

That’s more or less what I tell the History Buffs, who ask me to 
find something like this: “An article from 1982 about Paul’s theology 
of circumcision. It was either in CC or The Banner.” Sometimes the 
requests are more specific: “That editorial by Bert Witvoet debating 
whether peppermints were ‘idolatrous white attention stimulants’ OR 
‘covenantal pebbles dating back to the Israelites who tithed mint thus 
justifying its inclusion in our liturgies today.’” (Actually, that hilari-
ous editorial can be found online at reformedworship.org. It was in 
CC on December 13, 1991. You’re welcome.)

THE NEWS JUNKIE
I read pretty widely – in print, online, across the political spectrum. 
But the News Junkie reads more, and you share every story tip you 
think might be something CC should follow up on (usually in several 
separate emails). Is it worth digging into a thrift store that donates 
all its proceeds to pets with cancer? Or a church celebrating 63 years 
without a single council argument about upgrading its gravel parking 
lot to asphalt? 

I’m just kidding. 
There’s no way any council ever agreed on parking lot upgrades. 
The actual ideas that News Junkies send are, in general, extremely 

helpful for keeping our staff informed, and a super high percentage 
of them do end up in print. If you’re a News Junkie, keep the tips 
coming!  

THE FREELOADER
This is perhaps the most frustrating kind of CC reader, and I meet you 
all the time. It’s surprising, but Freeloaders often bring up the elephant 
in the room themselves! A typical conversation goes like this: “You 
must be Angela! I can tell from your pictures. Great job with Christian 
Courier. That article by Meghan was really good, though I also liked 
the one by Bob. Of course, I read it at my mom’s/neighbours’/second 
cousin’s house. I don’t get the paper myself. No time to read.” 

Does the Freeloader support CC by donating instead of subscrib-
ing? One can only hope (and ask. Once a year. During our annual 
campaign. In fact, it’s starting this month! This is your moment, Free-
loaders). 

THE ONLINE READER 
This is, both happily and somewhat perilously, a growing demograph-
ic of CC readers. We think our content is top-notch and so we’re 
happy to extend its reach through the articles on our beautiful web-
site. But sustainability is always a balancing act, because we offer 
that content for free. If you’re an Online Reader who comments spor-
adically, I always wonder if you have a sense of CC as a whole. Either 
way, welcome to the community! Look around. Stay awhile. Join in 
this wide-ranging conversation that spans time, cyberspace and huge 
swaths of Canada. 

Before you know it, you’ll move from Freeloader to Superfan or 
even Bolsterer. 

Guaranteed. 

Angela's family circa 2013.
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THE GIFT OF POETRY 
The poems of John Terpstra are most beautiful (“Canadian Sum-
mer Psalm 23”)! Thank you so much for sharing them with your 
readers.

Joan Koole

18 YEARS ON A GIFTED KIDNEY 
The article on kidney sharing (“Sharing ‘the spare’” by Kristen 
Parker) brought home to me how blessed I am since I received 
a new kidney 18 years ago, and am still going strong despite the 
fact that I am now 92 years old. My neprologist (kidney doctor) 
told me recently that I was special since most kidney patients do 
not last this long. As an extra blessing we hope to celebrate our 
65th wedding celebration this week.

Jan Suk

THE KINDNESS OF GOD DURING PAIN
The article on your experience with COVID (“In the Valley of 
the Shadow of Covid” by Angela Reitsma Bick) was a searingly 
honest account, and so appreciated. Pain is diffi  cult to live with 
and walk alongside. It raises so many questions and can push 
us to our very limits. And yet, it is so often the opportunity to 
experience the kindness of God and his people.

Blessings on you and the CC staff  as you continue your im-
portant work!

Trudy Prins

KEEP IT PERSONAL 
What does Jesus say about this? In Mathew, Jesus speaks of 
“sexual immorality.” He does not elaborate. I determine with 
my Lord and Savior what I consider my sexual immorality. I do 
not determine this for anyone else. A wise Canadian leader once 
said that politicians should remain out of the bedroom of others. 
Perhaps these are wise words for Christ followers also.

Ada Kloet 

WHAT ABOUT LOVE? 
Why is human sexuality such a divisive topic in our churches? 
Because we don’t know how to talk about sex. In what ways 
have we oversimplifi ed the issue? Thinking it is all about sex. 

There are lots of things about the HSR we can agree on. Por-
nography, adultery, any kind of sexual abuse, polygamy [and] 
extra-marital sex are all outside of the Christian view of what 
God intended. And that applies whether you’re LGBTQ+ or in a 
heterosexual relationship.

Seeing so many people I love and care about marginalized and 
ostracized because of who they love made the topic of human 
sexuality important to me. What is the question that nobody is 
asking? Why don’t we ever talk about homosexual love?

Ken Tigchelaar 

WHO’S RESPONSIBLE?   
In response to “A scalpel, a word, a schism” by Brian Bork (Au-
gust 2022), if you leave the CRC, perhaps because you have de-

parted from historic (and current) CRC beliefs to join other asso-
ciations (RCA, PCUSA, UCC, etc), does that make you more or 
less schismatic, or just making a diff erent choice for association 
more in line with how you actually believe? (I am not assuming 
your position, but merely painting a potential scenario.)

Schism in the purest form of the term need not even mean an 
organizational separation, but can more basically refer to any di-
vision, rupture or alienation within the body of Christ. To that ex-
tent, I would hope that you and the rest of the writers at CC could 
manage a few words of lament and rebuke for the minority in the 
CRC causing division, rupture and alienation by defying church 
teaching and refusing to honor and submit to the judgment and 
authority of the church (as the offi  ce bearers and members of the 
CRC pledge to do, in one form or another).

Eric Van Dyken

SNIP THE TULIP
Rather than “Tiptoeing through the Tulip(s”) (Bob Bruinsma, 
June, July & August 2022), I prefer to snip the TULIP. The ac-
ronym TULIP is an oversimplifi cation and distortion of the nu-
anced teaching of the Canons of Dordt.

TULIP is actually of recent origin, dating from the fi rst years 
of the 20th century in America, in a Presbyterian rather than 
Dutch Reformed context (the acronym TULIP makes no sense 
in the Dutch language, which spells the famous fl ower as tulp). 
TULIP was fi rst used in 1905 by Presbyterian minister Dr. Cle-
land Boyd McAfee in a speech in New Jersey.

If the fi ve points were listed in the order they’re found in the 
Canons, the result would be ULTIP. The fi ve concepts that make up 
TULIP distort the fi ve points of the Canons, which are simply the 
Synod of Dordt’s response to the Five Articles of the Arminians.

It is misleading to call the fi ve concepts of TULIP the “Five 
Points of Calvinism.” Calvinism actually has many more than 
fi ve points, and it is historically misleading to designate the Five 
Points as “Calvinism” in the sense that they all stem directly 
from Calvin himself. Other Reformed theologians contributed 
infl uences on aspects of the Canons that are more signifi cant. 
Though Calvin was a possible or probable infl uence on some el-
ements of the fi ve points, he was an unlikely infl uence on others.

Although it is a memorable tool, TULIP should not be used as 
a summary of the Canons, or even worse, as an interpretive tool 
for understanding the Canons. Rather than reducing the Canons 
of Dordt to fi ve simplistic concepts which give a misleading im-
pression of its nuanced teaching, the better course is to read the 
Canons themselves in context to grasp their full meaning. The 
articles of the Canons are concise and very carefully formulated. 
They are one of the best statements that address the perennial 
question of the relationship between God’s sovereign action in 
our salvation and our human responsibility to respond to God’s 
gracious initiative.

Donald Sinnema
Professor of Theology Emeritus, Trinity Christian College

Editor’s note: We had to shorten this for print.
 Find his explanation of each of the Five Points in the context 

of the chapters of the Canons online at christiancourier.ca.
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Letters

HAVE YOUR SAY!
Have you checked out CC’s webpage dedicated to fi nding Com-
mon Ground after the HSR? View comments & answer our ques-
tions designed to foster mutual understanding at christiancourier/
commonground.

IN LOVING MEMORY
Christian Courier is deeply grateful for a generous gift made in 
memory of Inez Collie, James Collie’s beloved wife, who died 
a year ago. We off er our prayers for God’s continued love and 
presence in the Collie family, and thanks to God for Inez. 
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GROUNDHOG DAY: 
THE CHURCH EDITION 

I RECENTLY RESUMED PASTORAL MINISTRY in the Christian Reformed 
Church (CRC) after 10 years with the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
(PCC). During those years, the matter of human sexuality dominated 
the denominational agenda. The engagement was serious, intense and 
divisive, with each side endlessly quoting their chosen Bible texts.

When I attended my first Classis meeting and witnessed my first 
Synod back in the CRC, I felt like I was in some church edition of 
the film Groundhog Day, experiencing the same reality over and over 
again. Different denomination but the same impasse; different final 
direction but the same political manoeuvres and emotional dynamics, 
and the same divisive results. Remind me again, what’s it called when 
we do the same thing over and over expecting different results?

We are, in the words of family systems therapist Edwin Friedman, 
“imaginatively gridlocked.” We are blind to see a better way through, 
convinced that handling this matter through study and committee re-
ports, deliberation, ecclesiastical procedure and a majority vote will 
bring a satisfying resolution. But have we discerned the mind of Christ 
for the church in this moment?

Our synodical procedures are well and good for handling certain 
matters, what you might call instrumental decisions that flow from 
established convictions and core mission. But when we are asking 
larger questions and dealing with more fundamental decisions, like 
sexual ethics in a changing culture or how we understand scripture, 
those matters would merit turning less to Roberts Rules of Order and 
more to the Christian tradition of discernment. After all, this isn’t the 

When it comes to human sexuality, can we do better 
than majority rules?  |  Phil Reinders

first divisive issue Christians have ever faced. The church took over 
300 years to figure out what texts to include in the final canon of scrip-
ture and during that time never required a “decision” of any church 
council. When later Councils recognized the canon, it was the fruit of 
patient listening.  

AN ACTS 15 PRACTICE
The Church’s long tradition and practice of discernment includes 
not only the perceptual capacity to attend to God’s voice in scripture 
and receive the Spirit’s guidance for a particular time and place. It 
includes the cultivated heart dispositions and Jesus virtues, as well as 
a covenantal commitment to God’s people. It’s what the early church 
lived in Acts 15. They faced an impossible predicament yet ended 
with the shared confession of “it seemed good to the Spirit and to us;” 
they began with suspicion-laced tension but ended in miraculous joy 
(v.31). Might that be the hope for us?

Frustratingly, the writer of Acts leaves only hints of how this dis-
cernment happened. So what can we learn from the Christian tradition 
of discernment? How could the CRC be led by Scripture and the Spirit 
to a place where our leaders would together confess,“it seemed good 
to the Spirit and to us” and that would stir up joy across the church?

Certainly a discernment process will differ from our current church 
decision-making mechanics, governed by rules of procedures that 
privilege highly rational and articulate approaches. How can we cre-
ate honoured spaces for those gifts of discernment and hold up the 
often unrecognised sages among us? The practice of discernment also 
won’t be a process settled by a majority vote or who tells the most 
heart-wrenching story but rather by the communal capacity to know 
the prompting of the Holy Spirit and follow the will of God. It’s not a 
consensus model either, so often derailed by group think or amplified 
negative voices that rarely births the wisdom that is the gift of the 
Spirit. 

Here are a few features of the Christian discernment tradition that 
will need to guide us:

News

A TRANSFORMED PEOPLE
Our hermeneutical savvy and 
biblical skills are not sufficient 
for discernment; we must become 
a certain kind of people who can 
sense God’s heart and purpose, a 
practiced people of prayer who 
are familiar with the ways of the 
Lord. And we must be people of 
trust because we cannot be open 
to God while remaining closed to 
each other in the church.

HOLY INDIFFERENCE
This is not apathy or a lack of 
care but an openness of the heart 
where we detach ourselves from 
our hopes and will in favour of 
God’s will for us. Holy indiffer-
ence is a form of dying to our-
selves; we ask, what do we need 
to release in order to receive 
God’s gifts in our lives? Are we 
able to let go of our well-defend-
ed positions to seek God’s will 
for our time? (Editor’s note: See 
page 16 for Roland De Vries’s 
reflections on the phrase “Holy 
indifference.”) 

HUMILITY AND REPENTANCE
Isn’t there so much to repent of 
around human sexuality? The 
harm and rejection of LGBTQ 

Pursuing God’s Will Together by Ruth Haley 
Barton. Every council or elder board would 
benefit from studying this manual for com-
munal discernment, providing not only a 
process for discernment but more so, the 
practices to become a discerning people.

“Nurturing a climate of discernment” in How 
Change Comes to Your Church by Patrick Kief-
ert and Wesley Granberg-Michaelson. The 
authors explain the pitfalls of the Roberts 
Rules of Order model and offer alternatives.  

RECOMMEND READING

The principles of Christian discernment discussed in this article are rooted in the teaching 
of Ignatius of Loyola and the traditions that flowed from him. Art by Gary Kelley. 
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persons or how we’ve allowed the cultural 
antagonism (affi  rm or not affi  rm) to set the 
terms of our conversation. The absence of 
discernment is rooted in pride and self-as-
sertion while the witness of the Spirit is 
gifted to the humble who raise no self-de-
fence but rest in the love of God.

THE AFFECTIONS OF OUR HEART
We’re convinced our sexual ethics are 
so very rational and biblically objective 
when in reality much of our settled con-
victions are driven by emotion – fear, 
compassion, anxiety and grief. The long 
Christian discernment tradition has insist-
ed that we pay close attention to the aff ec-
tive movements of our hearts. We don’t 
abandon reason, but we use it to be self-
aware. How much is fear of “the other” or 
the comfort of like-minded communities 
the primary mover behind our decisions?

COMMITMENT TO EACH OTHER 
We see humility in action when a cove-
nant community commits to moving for-
ward together, trusting that God’s Spirit is 
guiding and relying on each other to lis-
ten and follow. If the threat of departure 
looms, the process is emotionally rigged.

A SACRED DISCERNMENT ASSEMBLY?
What might this look like? Perhaps it’s a 
renewing of what we understand by the 
“ecclesiastical manner” of Church Order 
Article 28, allowing for “some measure 
of freedom in discussion and action.” Or 
perhaps we venture a new way. 

What if we convened an entirely sep-
arate gathering from Synod to address 

matters like human sexuality. What if 
each Classis discerned not someone who 
would represent their interests but one 
who was a trusted, wise and discerning 
fi gure, and delegated that person to a dis-
cernment assembly. What if through a 
year of preparation, the discernmentarians 
would participate as a community, living 
a shared set of faith practices, meeting to 
listen and clarify the important issue that 
we seek the mind of Christ on. And then 
perhaps this assembly would gather at a 
retreat centre, with no other business than 
that of discernment. It would be a spa-
cious time of praying and eating together, 
listening and speaking, thinking, waiting, 
imagining, until clarity and light emerge, 
until the mind of Christ appears and we 
say, “it seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and to us.” 

Something like this happened before so 
why not again? Risky? Without a doubt 
because it requires us to step into where 
we rarely have gone before.

But isn’t the risk worth it given the 
splintered wreckage on the North Amer-
ican church landscape? Perhaps then we 
might wake from our ecclesial Ground-
hog Day and step into the light of a new 
morning in the CRC to hear the voices of 
joy among God’s people. 

Phil Reinders

Phil is a minister at ClearView Church 
(CRC) in Oakville, Ont. He is the au-
thor of the prayer book Seeking 
God's Face and blogs at philrein-
ders.com. He also teaches a course in 
discernment in the DMin program at 
Tyndale Seminary.

Fresco depicting the First Ecumenical Council in the narthex of the 
Church of Saint Athanasius the Athonite in the Great Lavra on Holy Mount Athos.
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News

LIFE METRICS

“CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS CREATE BETTER CITIZENS,” David Hunt says, 
“and you can verify that empirically.”  Hunt is Cardus Education pro-
gram director and co-author of a recent report focused on education 
titled Many Educational Systems, A Common Good.

It’s the fi rst Cardus report to compare Cardus Education survey re-
sults from three countries – Canada, America and Australia – provid-
ing a “country-level snapshot of graduates.” The topics covered are 
preparation for adulthood, civic engagement, family formation and 
religiosity. David Hunt, Albert Cheng and Rian Djita authored the re-
port. For this article, CC spoke with David Hunt. 

The Cardus Education Survey has collected data about education 
for over a decade. They initially started the survey in the U.S. in 2011, 
and then added Canada in 2012. In 2020, Albert Cheng replicated the 
survey in Australia. 

Cheng and Hunt asked themselves, “Are there diff erences between 
these three countries?” With over 18,000 respondents, they felt that 
they had enough data to determine if there were. 

HUMILITY & GENEROSITY  
Hunt says the results demonstrate that Christian schools create better 
citizens. 

“Let’s take something like disagreeing well with people,” he says. 
“We live in a polarized age. Do people know how to disagree respect-
fully? Can you and I learn from people who are diff erent than us and 
have humility? Christians schools excel in [teaching] that.”

When it comes to generosity, statistics show that Christian school 
grads are more generous in giving their time and money. 

Hunt also spoke about family formation, saying that stats around 
marriage, children and well-being among Christian school grads out-
perform public schools and other schools mentioned in the report. 

The report also shows how Christian school graduates have a stron-
ger faith formation than graduates from other schools. “Whether 
you’re a parent or a pastor,” Hunt says, “if you want your kids to 
serve God and make the Christian faith their own, there’s going to be 
a much greater likelihood if they go through Christian school.”

New Cardus report compares Christian school grads 
in three countries.  |   Kristen Parker

nadian graduates are as likely or 
slightly more likely than Amer-
icans to engage with religious 
texts.”

RIPPLE EFFECTS
The biggest takeaway from the 
report is that, regardless of coun-
try, Christian schools are making 
a positive impact on their stu-
dents, who in turn make a posi-
tive impact on their communities. 

“Parents, educators and politi-
cians,” Hunt says, “ought to be 
aware of the positive and con-
structive role these schools play 
in building the common good.”

“As Christians, we have to 
think of education in terms of the 
common good. As Christians we 
exist in community, it’s not iso-
lated. That community happens 
in Christian schooling.”

Kristen Parker

Kristen is a freelance writer 
for Christian Courier. She 
has a passion for words 
and house plants.

Our education systems have an impact, and when a Christian 
school’s goal is faith formation, they are making a faith-based im-
pact on their students. As Hunt says, “All education is formation. The 
question is how and by whom do you want your kids formed? Because 
they’re being formed.”

Another interesting result was the quality of education during 
COVID and the variety of response to the pandemic. “In Ontario in 
particular,” Hunt points out, “not a lot of school happened for extend-
ed periods of time. In some regions, up to 33 weeks were lost.” He 
continues: “The average Christian school didn’t miss a single day, and 
84 percent missed less than four days.” 

“In terms of just learning and academics in the light of the pandem-
ic, Christian schools have not stopped schooling, and that’s not the 
case for other schools.” Hunt notes that this will be interesting to look 
back on 20 years from now.  

NATIONAL DIFFERENCES 
There were a few diff erences between countries, though overall the 
conclusions were similar.

Canadian graduates were more likely to volunteer their time and 
donate money compared to Americans and Australians, yet all three 
countries had relatively high percentages in these two categories. 

Hunt says that the results could be considered “boring and under-
whelming,” but this is a good thing. “We were comparing Christian 
schools across national boundaries, and the reality is there seems to 
be little diff erence between the quality of schools between countries. 
This is good, because it implies Christian schools deliver on what they 
plan to deliver on regardless of the country they’re in.”

“Canadians believe their schools most prepared them for personal 
relationships,” according to the Executive Summary of the report, in 
the category of “Life Preparation.” 

When it comes to Religiosity, “It is not surprising that American 
graduates are the most likely to pray, as Americans, in general, are 
more than twice as likely as Canadians and three times as likely as 
Australians to pray every day. What is, perhaps, surprising is that Ca-
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THANK YOU, HENRY!
Christian School Foundation

“It was our dream to build an organization with the potential to have a 
major fi nancial impact on Christian education,” said long-time Invest-
ment Committee member Theo Meester about the start of the Christian 
School Foundation, “and Henry Koornneef was a key part in making 
that happen.” 

After 20 years of leadership and work in Christian school founda-
tions, Henry Koornneef retired on August 8, 2022. Looking back on 
the legacy of integrity and faithfulness that Henry crafted over two 
decades, the Board, committees, volunteers and staff  of the Christian 
School Foundation would love to say, “Thanks, Henry,” as he starts the 
next chapter of his life.

“When a few of us connected to the former Foundation for Niagara 
Christian Schools approached Henry to consider becoming our foun-
dation’s executive director, we saw that he had the right skills and de-
meanour to make a real diff erence in this position,” commented Don 
Nelson, who was on the board of that organization. “Everyone – and 
in particular older donors – felt very comfortable with Henry. He was 
knowledgeable but never aggressive. He only wanted to see the do-
nors’ wishes to support Christian education honoured and that was re-
ally important to having people trust our foundation.”

When the Niagara and Hamilton Christian school groups engaged 
Michael Van Pelt of Cardus to lead an amalgamation eff ort, Henry was 
the right person in the right place. “Henry and I led countless conver-
sations about how a single foundation might bless Christian schools 
and their donors in a range of ways. Henry set about to build the in-
frastructure of the Christian School Foundation so that it could be of 
immediate help and also be well positioned to grow. I loved working 
with Henry on that project," says Van Pelt.

Now as Henry Koornneef embraces the opportunities that retirement 
presents, we wish him well in all the areas of service to which God is 
calling him and we say with deep gratitude, “Thanks, Henry!”

Do you share our vision for infl uencing culture in the name of Christ 
through Christian education? We invite you to connect with the Chris-
tian School Foundation to discuss eff ective ways to have that kind of 
impact. Call Meghan at 1-877-340-9555 or e-mail Kevin teBrake at 
ktebrake@christianschoolfoundation.ca.

After 20 years of leadership, Henry Koorneef retired in August.

News / Sponsored Content

GOING GRADELESS

THIS FALL, BRITISH COLUMBIA IS MOVING TO A GRADELESS SYSTEM
for kindergarten to grade nine and will continue to use letter grades for 
only the last three years of high school. This move affi  rms what many 
educators have long known to be true: we can do better than letter 
grades. Traditional grading systems are useful for ranking students 
and streaming them into multifaceted programs using a single metric, 
but when it comes to communication and learning facilitation, they 
are limited. In fact, some studies suggest that grades negatively impact 
innovation, imagination and creativity.

While letter grades give the illusion of fi nality, there are several 
“ungrading” approaches that see learning as an endless continuum that 
each student travels at their own pace. By focusing on what students 
can do while setting goals for further growth, alternative assessment 
systems can promote growth and learning without using fear as the 
key motivator for student achievement. Better than assigning a simple 
letter, “ungrading” methods off er parents and teachers more precise 
language for describing a student’s learning process and identifying 
areas that need more practice. 

Looking at the example below, let’s pretend your child or grand-
child is in grade seven math, which communication style would help 
you best support this learner?

CHRIST-CENTERED MARKING
Many parents desire quantitative assessment because it is all they know, 
and because they survived (or maybe thrived) in school when they were 
young. But reimagining our traditional letter grading approach not only 

B.C.’s new approach to student assessment aligns with 
a Christian philosophy of education. |  Darren Spyksma

improves parent-teacher informa-
tion sharing and student learning 
outcomes, it also aligns more 
closely with the call to see each 
student as a unique image bearer 
of the Creator. 

If you’re a caregiver of a K-9 
student in B.C., you may still want 
to see letter grades on your child’s 
report card, but I encourage you to 
refl ect on why you’re feeling that 
way. Are you holding onto letter 
grades because you are compet-
itive and want to compare your 
child to other children? Is your 
child’s desire for letter grades mo-
tivated by selfi shness, self-promo-
tion or competition? Answering 
“yes” to any of these questions 
may indicate that the story you are 
living in around assessment and 
evaluation might not be the Jesus 
story. Jesus did not look at each of 
his disciples after 10 months and 
reduce their identity to a grade in 
attempts to quantify their work, 
struggle and growth. No. He 
called them forward regardless of 
where the disciples were in their 
journey, including low points in-
volving failure, denial and doubt. 

B.C.’s new gradeless approach, 
though instigated by the public 
system and implemented in every 
school, gives Christian schools a 
unique opportunity to move edu-
cation and learning a little closer 
to the way of Christ.

Darren Spyksma

Darren is the Director of 
Learning for the Society 
of Christian Schools in 
B.C. He supports Christian 
schools as they work to 
create communities of 
learning rooted in the gos-
pel. You can fi nd Darren on 
Twitter using @DSpyksma
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TRADITIONAL REPORT 
CARD

Achievement: C+ 
Eff ort: G

GRADELESS COMMUNICATION OF LEARNING

Without support, your child can consistently add fractions with 
the same and diff erent denominators.
With limited support from a teacher or peer, your child can ar-
range fractions represented as numbers from largest to smallest.
With signifi cant support, your child can divide fractions and 
turn fractions into decimals and vice versa.

Comment: Your child works hard in math. She could pay a little more attention to details and not 
rush her work. The unit on fractions challenged her in new ways. More practice baking could help 
if she is doubling, tripling, or halving the recipe.
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hoped the Teacher will “gain trac-
tion” and “expand his fan base.” 
Instead,

“… a cell of ragged interlop-
ers, 
…removed tiles from the bene-
factor’s roof …”

prompting the Teacher to go “off-
script” and more. 

Not all of Davis’s poems deal 
with people or Bible events, how-
ever. Many go beyond individual 
characters and incidents to ex-
plore big ideas. He grapples with 
the concepts of light and darkness 
in poems like “Sometimes” and 
“Parsing.”  He discusses what it 
means to be human and mortal 
in poems like “This Will Be Mis-
understood” and “When the End 
Comes.” I found lines from some 
of these poems mind-stretching, 
like these from “How It Will Be”:

“Each old thing a door 
for the new thing pressing 
on the old from within, 

not to erase the old thing 
but to step forward in 
and through the old,” 

There are other types of poems 
as well. A few (like “Ode to the 
Ferryman” and “Squam Lake 
NH”) recall family stories and 
childhood memories. “Fraction” 
plays with the word “division.” 
“Man with a Water Jar” takes 
its inspiration from a painting.  I 
laughed out loud when I read “A 
Carol” with its epigraph: “trans-
lated from a shepherd’s original 
ecstatic utterance,” which begins: 

“God is a big fish 
God is an ocean 
God is a tiny boat 
God is from Goshen”

The most moving poems for me, 
however, are the ones in which 
Davis shares his personal response 
to the day’s scripture. In “Do 
Whatever He Tells You,” he asks:

 

“And what if he tells you to 
make poems?” 

In “Confession” he admits (in re-
sponse to the day’s scripture “Re-
joice that your names are written 
in heaven”) that he would love for 
his name to be engraved on the 
front door plaque of his dwelling 
in honour of his greatness as a 
poet. And in “Credo” he reflects 
on death in the context of his fa-
ther’s dementia: 

“He does not recognize the 
fork. 
And on the far side of 

 a wall he hasn’t a clue is there 
his whole life awaits to be re-
turned

to him – in the resurrection…”  

As you can probably tell, I real-
ly enjoyed this book. The poems 
are interesting, accessible, and 
beautifully written and crafted 
– mostly in free verse. The in-
clusion of a scripture passage or 
passages at the beginning of each 
poem makes this collection a great 
choice for devotional reading and 
meditation. It is altogether a most 
worthwhile and rewarding “tres-
pass” through the gospels. 

 “Though I have never been to Mount Olive, New Jersey, 
I have spent years of my reading life on the Mount of Olives,
trespassing, looking for a brown-skinned teacher…” 

writes Brad Davis in his book’s title poem, inspired by a news report of 
a trespassing teen in Mount Olive, New Jersey. The poem summarizes 
well the quest which Davis shares with us in the collection Trespassing 
on the Mount of Olives: Poems in Conversation with the Gospels. 

The formation of this 67-poem collection, Davis tells us in the Pref-
ace, was a three-plus-year period during which, “… I made a slow 
read of the gospels, letting the birddog process of lectio divina flush 
poems from the convoluted thicket of my psyche.” Each poem is thus 
connected with a scripture passage, most from the gospels, giving the 
reader a sense of the poem’s inspiration, theme, and a glimpse into the 
fertile mind of this skillful communicator. The result is a collection that 
is by turns imaginative, poignant, thought-provoking, mind-stretching, 
clever, funny, and moving.

Many of the poems are what one might expect to find in such a proj-
ect – a fictional delve into the minds of Bible characters. “Young Eliz-
abeth’s Lament” begins: 

“Not without much labor have I, like Sarai before me, 
resigned myself to being only half a woman.”

 In “Annunciation” on the morning after the angel’s visit Mary muses:
 

“I hear my sister stirring on her mat … 

Can I tell her? And how to explain it to the man I am to wed? 
What have I done?...”  

A poem of this type I found particularly moving was “The Watch-
ers.” Based on the Bible record of Jesus being in the wilderness with 
the wild beasts during his 40-day temptation, one of those creatures 
wonders: 

“But how long our strange duty here? 
Until he dies? 

… And I will die protecting him, the Maker 
made brother to us all.”

Another type of poem is Davis imagining and transporting Bible char-
acters into modern settings. In the poem “What Matters Moves” an-
gels are part of a video game. “Prepping for Bible Study” contrasts 
crowds around Jesus with modern social distancing rules during the 
COVID-19 pandemic: 

“… so many had gathered that it was SRO 
in the house. And outside the gate 
the crowd was even larger. And no one 
wore masks or gave a thought to whether 
the grocery store clerk had or had not 
sanitized his conveyor belt…”

“Report from the Field” is the news update, from a young reporter, of 
a Capernaum “lakeside retreat” and “rabbinic love-fest” where it is 

‘AND WHAT IF HE TELLS YOU TO MAKE POEMS?’

TRESPASSING ON THE MOUNT 
OF OLIVES: POEMS IN 
CONVERSATION WITH THE 
GOSPELS
Brad Davis
The Poiema Poetry Series, 
Cascade Books, 
Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2021.

Violet Nesdoly

Violet Nesdoly

Violet lives near Vancou-
ver, B.C. She has been a 
poetry columnist and 
editor, had poetry and 
prose published in a var-
iety of print and online 
publications, and auth-
ored two novels.

Reviews

Brad Davis , poet.
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“God told me to pray for you,” she says. Her words linger like cloy-
ing perfume in a claustrophobic space. “God wants to heal you!” 
She is undoubtedly thrilled with this opportunity.

I’ve been here before. It never ends well.

SO BEGINS AMY KENNY’S MUST-READ My Body is Not a Prayer Re-
quest: Disability Justice in the Church, ten chapters that illustrate how 
the gospel has been misconstrued for disabled persons and how a com-
munity of belonging can be reimagined.  Kenny opens her fi rst chapter 
with a conversation that has happened multiple times in the church 
setting. A well-intended person sees Kenny’s physical limitations and 
wants to pray the disability away. Instead of experiencing peace or a 
fi x, Kenny is left with hurt, shame and anger. Hence, she wrote this 
book, called “her scream” to the church. As readers, we get to wonder 
with Kenny: Is disability part of God’s good design?  And yes, among 
nine other listed remedies, Kenny has been told that putting garlic in 
her socks might fi x her disability.

In addition to being written for church communities, Kenny’s ma-
terial is suitable for multiple contexts and is designed to fi t both in-
dividual reading and group studies. She concludes each chapter with 
a refl ection and response section, nudging the reader to intentionally 
pause and consider the chapter’s content. Furthermore, Kenny adds a 
top ten list with each chapter, created from words said over the years, 
specifi c to how she should live with her disability. These lists are fa-
miliar to me as a parent of two children with disabilities, and it may 
be an eye-opener for others who have not been on the receiving end 
of such “wisdom.” 

Kenny skillfully pulls the reader into her understanding as a dis-
abled person, sharing through her lens of past experience as a dis-
abled teen and and current experience as an adult. I appreciate how 
she describes both her personal experience and the historical context 
for the reader, so readers can draw connections between what happens 
on the larger societal level and how those happenings impact an indi-
vidual person. Kenny does not shy away from asking the diffi  cult but 
necessary questions around disability. Is disability a social construct? 
Are the issues around mobility, accessibility and awareness because 
of the disability or because our society and culture was created for 
only able-bodied persons? Does the way we do church inadvertently 
convey that our relationship with God depends on our ability to think, 
run, walk or speak?

GARBAGE THEOLOGY
When I read Kenny’s words about how Christians have wrongly as-
sumed that somehow success and ability are dependent on our mea-
sure of faith, I am reminded of Dad Pot. My father-in-law lived with 
a physical disability for 30 years, beginning at the age of 55. As he 
tried to live with his limitations, moving about with a cane or a mo-
torized scooter, he was told that if he just had more faith, he could 
be cured. Let it be known, this suggestion of needing more faith is 
damaging and instills a humanly-constructed belief about God and 
disability that is, quite frankly, garbage. 

Kenny does well to unpack the ways the church has tried to ex-
plain disability and redirects readers to see matters within the con-
text of God’s design for creation. She focuses on Genesis 32, the sto-
ry of Jacob wrestling with an angel of the Lord. Jacob’s experience 
in becoming disabled cannot be missed in understanding the great-

A BENECRIPTION FOR THE CHURCH 

MY BODY IS NOT A PRAYER RE-
QUEST: DISABILITY JUSTICE IN 
THE CHURCH  
Amy Kenny
Brazos Press, 2022.

Sara Pot

er story of how our covenantal 
God is at work, transforming His 
people. “Instead of curing Jacob 
or killing him off , Scripture in-
troduces a disability that tethers 
him to the graciousness of the 
living God.” 

'I AM NOT YOUR METAPHOR'
Kenny’s Chapter 6 is entitled 
“Disability Mosquitos,” refer-
encing how words or symbols 
people use can sting, in the form 
of microaggressions. Over time, 
those single stings create bigger 
frustrations. In short, how we talk 
about and with each other mat-
ters. Language is the most aff ord-
able and most accessible place to 
create and hold community, but 
we need to continually check in 
with others to refi ne our terms of 
reference. 

Kenny is clear: The words we 
choose show how we view hu-
mankind. Further to this, Kenny 
also stresses the danger in see-
ing disability as a descriptor for 
human experiences. “I am not 
your metaphor. My body is not 
your symbol to use. My crippled 
body and lame leg do not give 
you permission to dismiss me as 
symbolic for whatever you fi nd 
diffi  cult.”

HOW TO CRIP SOMETHING
The book fi nishes with two ben-

edictions, called Benecriptions, 
one for non-disabled people and 
one for disabled people. Ken-
ny explains the use of the word 
crip: “To crip something is to 
invite the way disability disrupts 
our ideas of what is normal and 
allow disability to lead how we 
gather and participate in a com-
munal space without hierarchy.” 
Kenny does a beautiful job hon-
ouring the diversity in her audi-
ence, recognizing that her story 
cannot necessarily speak for the 
whole disability community. 

Yet, in her humble off ering, she 
speaks a truth so many share. 

Her book concludes with a 
beautiful illustration, inspired by 
Luke 14’s description of a ban-
quet that specifi cally includes 
disabled guests. Rather than 
have room created in the wheel-
chair-seating margins, the table 
is set for what Kenny calls “an 
accessible eschatological ban-
quet.” May we all see this ban-
quet as an illustration of not just 
what is to come but what is also 
possible now for church and for 
community.

You will get it wrong some-
times. We all do. … When some-
one courageously invites you into 
a more inclusive way, respond 
with grace. Listen, learn, and 
grow together…It might be awk-
ward, and it will be messy, but it 
will be worth it.

Reviews

Sara Pot

The Pot family story 
includes two daughters 
who are severely disabled 
but radiate joy and grace.  

RECOMMENDED 
REMEDY #9: PUT

 GARLIC IN YOUR SOCKS.

REASONS I’M 
DISABLED #1: YOU JUST 

NEED MORE FAITH.

MOSQUITO SWATTERS 
#3:  YOU ARE TOO 

SENSITIVE.

DISABILITY DREAMS 
#10: I DREAM THAT 
CHURCHES WOULD 
WELCOME CHANGE 
TO BECOME MORE 

INCLUSIVE AND 
ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 
DISABLED PEOPLE.
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A HEART FOR JUSTICE 
The ‘Open Generation’ wants churches more involved 

in the world’s problems.   |  Amy MacLachlan

Maya MacLachlan

Maya is a Grade 9 student 
west of Toronto. She has a 
younger sister, a Sheepa-
doodle puppy, and loves 
Star Wars, writing stories 
and digital art.  

THE BARNA GROUP WILL SOON BE RELEASING a report on its glob-
al study of nearly 25,000 teenagers, ages 13-17, both in and out 
of the church. Billed “the Open Generation” due to characteristics 
like “optimistic, engaged, malleable, curious, authentic, inclusive 
and collaborative” that is less common in people only a few years 
older, today’s teens have a positive perception of Jesus. About 35 
percent say Jesus was an advocate for justice, which falls in line 
with their overwhelming opinion (87 percent) that teens have the 
potential to make positive change in the world. 

That said, only 33 percent believe Jesus was raised from the 
dead, and “21 percent say he is active in the world today.” That 
number creeps up a little (to 32 percent) when looking at Christian 
responses. 

What can we learn from these statistics? Today’s teens are open 
and curious; they think Jesus was a cool guy. They believe they 
can change the world, and Jesus did too! But they aren’t seeing 
evidence of his presence on the earth today. How can the church 
respond to these perceptions, and opportunities, effectively? 

We’ve been reading reports and studies for decades now, say-
ing that young people are leaving the church in droves. It used to 
just be mainline denominations suffering the biggest blow, but 
even evangelical churches are starting to see some decline. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated the exodus.

WHAT’S ESSENTIAL?
A 2019 Barna study of 18-35-year-olds, called “the Connected 
Generation,” gives some indication, though of course it doesn’t 
speak to the thoughts of the 13-17 age group. Still, it gives an idea 
of what younger Christians think is missing from church:
●	17 percent: Opportunities to fight injustice and oppression  
●	18 percent: Friends not attending
●	12 percent: Opportunities to help the poor and needy
Furthermore, half of respondents said people at church are judg-

mental, only 14 percent said someone in their church community 
cares deeply about them, and 44 percent said attending church is 
not an essential part of their faith. 

Reginald Bibby, University of Lethbridge researcher who has 
studied the church in Canada for decades, noted in his 2012 book, 
A New Day: The Resilience and the Restructuring of Religion in 
Canada, that three big changes are affecting numbers in church 
pews: shifting from a sense of duty to a market model, where 
church is viewed as something that must be of practical bene-
fit; deference to discernment, meaning that churchgoers no lon-
ger accept a pastor’s word without question; and a desire for the 
church to keep up with the times when it comes to race, gender 
and sexual equality.  

Life, and the church, are changing. There’s no question about 
that. This month, we thought we’d get the perspective of a girl 
who attended church with her family as a young child, but now at 
age 14, no longer does so. 

You can learn more about Barna’s 2021 study of teens around 
the world at barna.com/the-open-generation. 

HEY, MY NAME IS Maya  
MacLachlan. I’m the daughter 
of one of the editors of this pub-
lication. I’m a nerdy bisexual 
14-year-old, and I have some is-
sues with the mainline church I 
used to attend. 

When I was about six, I was 
baptized at a church with my 
younger sister. My parents took a 
vow to raise myself and my sister 
as Christians, and my sister and 
I were given children’s Bibles. I 
also remember very specifically 
that the minister gave me a letter, 
telling me to open it when I was 
13. Then we went to have cake. 

When I was seven, I took one 
look at the activity pack they of-
fered for kids who wanted to stay 
in the pews with their parents, 
and thought, “What the heck do 
they want me to do with this?” 
And so I sat, bored, waiting to 
get some of the ice cream they 
offered during coffee time. 

As a young kid I didn’t really 
understand what was going on. I 
did really enjoy the Lord’s Sup-

per, however. When they passed 
around grape juice and bread, I 
more fully understood what was 
happening and I felt included. 
Maybe I would have paid a lot 
more attention if I could under-
stand what was going on. More 
physical representations (like 
Communion) would have helped 
me, and I’m guessing many oth-
er young people, enjoy church 
much more. 

Then my parents broke up and 
we gradually stopped going to 
church.

It wasn’t until after I stopped 
going that I realized the main 
reason I had liked going was be-
cause I loved talking to elderly 
people. It was and still is some-
thing I love doing so much. I 
think older people have such in-
teresting viewpoints and things 
to say. More opportunity for 
inter-generational conversation 
and collaboration would benefit 
everyone. 

Something I loved was that 
sometimes, the minister would 

ask my mom if I wanted to read a 
verse in front of the church. I real-
ly liked public speaking, and I was 
always excited to do it. Involving 
young people in the church would 
make us much more excited, and 
listening to our feedback and 
opinions would help us feel im-
portant and included. 

I believe the Church’s biggest 
problem is alienating teens and 
kids. The church’s numbers are 
dropping, and my theory on that 
is that younger people simply 
don’t feel like they are a valued 
and integral part of the congre-
gation. We see a lot of negative 
things about the church on social 
media. It leaves a bad taste in my 
mouth. To counteract this, I think 
the best course of action is to be 
open and welcoming to all, to 
include young people in mean-
ingful ways (and not only on rare 
occasions!), and to speak about 
current issues and concerns. 

WHY I DON’T GO TO CHURCH
A Canadian teen’s perspective. |  Maya MacLachlan
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“WHERE DO YOU feel closest to 
God?” 

I was asked this question during 
staff  devotions at a Quadra Island 
summer camp back in July. My 
eyes found the ocean’s horizon 
and on the crest of a sun-tinted 
wave came my answer: right here. 

For me, creation often elicits an 
emotional response – a rush of joy 
from the salty ocean spray, a gasp 
of awe at the sight of a humming-
bird, the press of tears from the 
colours of the sky. Many people 
feel this way, and “whether they 
go to church regularly or avoid 
it, feel closest to God while they 
are in nature.” I learned this from 
Victoria Loorz, who is co-found-
er of the Wild Church Network, a 
movement that pursues closeness 
with God by returning to nature as 
a spiritual practice. 

“Placing church into a new con-
text of wild instantly reframes it 
as a sacred space, outside of hu-
man-made buildings and dogmas 
and control,” writes Loorz in her 

HEY CHURCH, ‘GO TAKE A HIKE’
Wild Churches off er spiritual direction for those burnt out on religion.  |  Jenna Boone

book Church of the Wild. “Church 
is not just in the wild but of the 
wild. The sacred connection is ful-
ly in relationship with, and even 
initiated by, nature.” 

The fi rst seed for Wild Church 
was planted when spiritual leaders 
and pastors began walking out of 
church buildings – often feeling 
burnt out, unsatisfi ed or disap-
pointed – and stepping back into 
nature. In 2016, Wild Churches 
began branching out across North 
America and have now blossomed 
into 200 faith communities all 
over the world with 18 in B.C., 
Alberta and Ontario.

Although a relatively new 
movement, the ideas at the core 
of Wild Church are old ones, as 
there was a time “all humans 
knew their lives, their food, their 
survival, their sense of meaning 
and kinship with God or the gods 
was connected with all their rela-
tions: the hawks and soil and ferns 
and mosquitoes,” says Loorz. She 
points out that it was the wilder-

ness into which the Israelites were 
called during the Exodus, and that 
it is the natural world on which 
the Indigenous peoples have lived 
since time immemorial. “[Our] 
ancestors knew [that] they be-
longed to a great web of life [like] 
all the other wild creatures.”

WILD CHURCH 101
But what exactly is Wild Church? 
How does it align church and na-
ture? Well, if there’s one thing you 
should know about the church, 
says Michele Walker and Rev. 
LeAnn Blackert, who co-founded 
Wild Church B.C., it’s about ex-
periencing God and creation, rath-
er than having it explained or told 
to you. 

A broad range of people attend 
Wild Church. Most of the leaders 
walk on the fringe of the Christian 
tradition, having been raised with 
religion but now feel unfulfi lled 
by traditional church, which is the 
case with Walker and Blackert. In 
a typical gathering, around half of 
the attendees are associated with 
traditional churches and belong 
to Christianity, while many are 
Buddhist or Atheists who con-
sider themselves “spiritual but 
not religious.” Traditional church 
can have a narrow focus, Walker 

says, because the walls make us 
feel disconnected from nature, 
and we lose the kinship we have 
with natural beings. That’s why 
Wild Church appeals to people 
who fall outside of the traditional 
church or have been harmed by it 
– it creates a space for practicing 
the nourishment of spirituality in 
an environment diff erent from that 
of the traditional. There is a wide 
range of denominations associat-
ed with each individual church as 
well, from United to Evangelical 
to non-denominational. 

FAITH AND ACTIVISM
“Learn to be in relationship with 
the land, learn to love it, learn to 
see the natural world as our neigh-
bours – those Jesus commanded 
us to love – and we’ll start to care 
about the planet,” says Blackert. 
Wild Church actively does just 
this: they engage in activism and 
resist the culture that is wreaking 
havoc on Earth. Levels of engage-
ment vary across the churches, 
from encouraging attendees in 
their individual environmental 
pursuits, to organizing garbage 
clean up days for the whole group. 
Many involved with Wild Church 
feel that traditional churches have 
neglected creation care, especially 
churches that support an escap-
ist theology. The Wild Church’s 
practice of environmental activ-
ism is about restoring right rela-
tionships with Creation, which 
Loorz says has been lost due to 
Western culture and theology that 
“[justifi es] mass destruction of the 
planet since, hey, heaven is our 
real home.” 

Just as they seek to restore re-
lationships with the earth, Wild 

CONNECTING TO A WILD 
CHURCH 

The Wild Church Network 
is growing but there are still 
areas it has not yet reached. 
The Wild Church meets 
twice a month via zoom for 
those who are interested in 
attending but have no nearby 
options or other accessibility 
barriers. Find out more at 
wildchurchnetwork.com.

Church makes a point of acknowl-
edging the Indigenous people who 
have lived on the land since time 
immemorial. Each service begins 
with a land acknowledgement and 
many Wild Churches integrate 
spiritual practices from Indigenous 
traditions. In B.C.’s Okanagan 
Wild Churches, Blackert says they 
have invited local elders to gather-
ings to share wisdom and stories. 

Where do you feel closest to 
God? 

It’s been over a month since I 
was asked this question, but I still 
frequently think about it. I know 
many people ponder this question, 
especially those who feel burnout 
from traditional church and have 
no interest in returning to conven-
tional in-person services. This is 
why Wild Church exists, to help 
wanderers and wonderers recon-
nect to our Creator. 

A TYPICAL WILD CHURCH 
SERVICE

Although each Wild Church 
has its own traditions and 
associated denominations, 
most gatherings are made up of 
these parts:
• Gathering and silence.
• Land acknowledgement. 
• Sacred readings and worship 
through music. 
• The sermon as conversation: 
An invitation to explore 
surrounding areas, wandering 
and wondering for 45 minutes, 
followed by witnessing 
– a time of sharing and 
observations.
• Communion.
• Benediction: A call to return 
to the human world with the 
lessons of the wild world. 

Jenna Boone

Jenna lives in Vernon, 
B.C., and spends her time 
reading stories or writing 
her own. She hopes to 
pursue a career that 
combines her love for 
writing and her passion 
for environmental justice.

A view of the altar on July 2, 2022 at 
Salal and Cedar Watershed Discipleship 

Community, a Wild Church in Burnaby, 
B.C. (salalandcedar.com, salalandcedar@

vancouver.anglican.ca).

Wild Church members on Coast Salish territory waving Western Red Cedar, Hemlock and 
Douglas fi r. (salalandcedar.com)
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ReFrameMinistries.org

The Good News is For All People!

In Burkina Faso, West Africa, Mariam was in deep 
pain. Her marriage of 28 years was crumbling. Her 
husband had been unfaithful, and she did not know 
where to turn. 

Thankfully, she was not alone.

Through ReFrame’s French ministry partners, she 
found a radio program. She learned that God had not 
left her. Radio producers and follow-up staff in her 
area helped her see that God’s people were there in 
her time of need. 

Thank you for answering God’s call to share the 
good news to the ends of the earth.

You can reach people like Mariam at 
ReFrameMinistries.org/give

38911 ReFrame_Banner May 2022 ad_small.indd   1 4/27/2022   12:28:11 PM

Our enhanced services feature
three Chef prepared meals per day, weekly
housekeeping, flat laundry service, a full
activity program, scheduled transportation
and an emergency response system

www.MartindalePlace.com | facebook.com/MartindalePlace

INDEPENDENT LIVING
Life Lease & Monthly Rentals

with Enhanced Services

Contact us @ (905) 988-9414
accommodations@martindaleplace.com

1128 Vansickle Road North, St. Catharines

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE WWW.LINKCHARITY.CA 
OR CALL 1-800-387-8146 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Gift Planning
. . . simplified

GUARANTEED LIFETIME INCOME AND GREAT GIFTS TO YOUR CHARITIES
Link Charity issued $3.1 million in new Charitable Gift Annuity agreements in our last fiscal 
year. With the much higher rates being offered, these life incomes are looking better than ever! 
Link Charity continues to be the leading issuer of the Charitable Gift Annuity in Canada.

HERE ARE SOME SAMPLE RATES FOR CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES
Based on a single life, $100,000 and payable quarterly. Agreements as low as $20,000 are 
available.

EXACT RATES  IN THE CHART  
Joint Life agreements would pay less but would pay as long as either of the two people are living. 
You can estimate a payment rate if your age is between the samples listed. We continue to recom-
mend the Charitable Gift Annuity with great success. Canada Revenue Agency governs what we 
are permitted to pay with adjustments to the long-term bond rate yield. Since December 31 it is 
up dramatically. It has gone from 1.75% to 2.80%. Quotations now are near all-time highs 
for most ages. An accurate quotation is available for you, confidentially, and without obligation. 
Call Harry Houtman today!!

MALE FEMALE

Donor Age 87 8.87% 8.66%

Donor Age 82 7.67% 7.40%

Donor Age 78 6.93% 6.65%

Donor Age 72 6.11% 5.84%

All or nearly all of the income is tax free, 
every year, for life

Minimum immediate receipt of 20%
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LATE SUMMER – THE SEASON for Niagara peaches, sweet corn and 
sun ripened tomatoes. Nature’s bounty fl ows from the generous hand 
of its Creator. Turning the calendar to August used to send a shiver of 
delight through my childish heart. After all, there were still weeks of 
summer vacation left, back-to-school sales fl iers inspired dreams of a 
fresh start ahead and best of all – it was my birthday month! 

These days August’s arrival prompts a more refl ective mood. After 66 
completed trips around the sun, I’ve noticed some predictable patterns to 
life. The lawns that glisten with heavy dew each morning and the sun-
sets that come just a little earlier at evening signal that autumn in all its 
glory is just over the horizon. Robins busily feed their last batch of little 
ones before they leave us for warmer places. Farmers have harvested the 
wheat and are now spreading manure over the fi elds. In our front yard the 
hydrangeas are in full bloom. Their splendid white blossoms will morph 
into a dusty shade of pink before September.

Time goes on. Seasons change. I can’t stop the relentless process. 

A JOYFUL MELANCHOLY
Heidi VanderSlikke | hmvanderslikke@hotmail.com

Heidi lives in Mapleton Township, Ont. Her life and writing centre 
on faith, family and farm life.

In the past, summer’s departure 
often ushered in profound melan-
choly for me. Then I discovered 
the antidote for that in a place 
others might fi nd strange – the 
book of Ecclesiastes.

There are some sobering pas-
sages to say the least, like chapter 
12 where the ageing body is poign-
antly compared to a crumbling 
house. I remember a Bible college 
professor saying the best we can do 
is “quietly resign ourselves” to the 
truth:  Life is vanity – a chasing af-
ter the wind. 

MORNING MIST
Let me challenge that mindset. I’d 
rather embrace reality than resign. 
There’s great comfort in realizing 
that I’m not crazy. Life actually is 
passing before me like a morning 
mist. It’s barely a breath in the 
grand scheme of things. And there 

is a grand scheme of things, a per-
fect plan that we aren’t privy to. We 
do, however, know the end from the 
beginning. That’s the key to “living 
life backward” as David Gibson 

titled his book on Ecclesiastes.
Focusing on my destination 

provides perspective for all of 

WE WERE LUCKY to spend much of 
August on Vancouver Island with 
my parents-in-law, celebrating 
their 50th wedding anniversary. 
The celebration should have been 
last summer, but we’d had to 
postpone travel due to the risks of 
covid and changing regulations. 
This year, plans were easier to 
make, and my in-laws' anniversary 
coincided with our own 20th 
anniversary, giving us another 
reason to mark the occasion. 

So, we went whale-watching.
I didn’t know what to expect. 

HOW I SPENT MY 
SUMMER VACATION 

Katie Munnik  | katiemunnik@yahoo.ca

Katie is an Ottawa writer living in Cardiff  with her spouse and three growing 
children. You can also fi nd Katie on twitter @messy_table.

Tempered by memories of 
Beachcombers and Danger Bay, 
I had feelings about what whale 
watching might be like on the 
Salish Sea, but no real idea. 
I thought anything we’d see 
would be from a great distance. I 
brought binoculars.

WHALE SPOTTING!
The fi rst hurdle was getting 
everyone ready. Transport Canada 
regulations meant that everyone 
needed to wear an anti-exposure 
fl otation suit, and our youngest 

was sure he was too small to fi t. It 
took a lot of buckle-adjusting and 
sympathetic reassuring to convince 
him that he looked like a brave 
astronaut and that everything was 
going to be fi ne. 

The boat was a zodiac with 
an aluminum hull, and our 
three generations – with four 
grandchildren and all the adults 
– fi lled the boat. The adventurous 
cousins sat in the front, and our 
youngest sat between me and his 
dad, safely in the middle, as the 
captain steered south towards 
Salt Spring Island, and we all 
kept our eyes peeled.

We saw cormorants skimming 
the waves, seals in the water and 
on the rocks, and eagles overhead. 
Glorious sunshine everywhere. 
Then a call came on the radio: 
there were whales spotted to the 
north, near Texada Island. 

“You want to go?” the captain 

asked.
Unanimous consent. She 

revved the engine, and we all 
held on tightly.

We spotted the other whale-
watching boat fi rst and its ‘whale-
located’ fl ag. Then we saw a 
dorsal fi n. A mother humpback 
whale and her calf swam near the 
surface, not far from our boat. No 
binoculars required.

STUNNING POWER
Their dark shapes in the water 
changed the landscape. I was 
suddenly aware of the great depth 
beneath us, the height of the sky 
above and the warmth of the sun, 
which shone on the surface. Then 
the mother fl ashed her fl uke, 
the shape clear and bright, and 
the guide said she was diving. 
Typically, when a whale shows 
her fl uke and dives, there will be 
a long pause before she surfaces 

again, but this mother surprised 
us. She crashed up into the air to 
breach in the sunshine, and her 
calf followed suit. Such stunning 
power. It was amazing to see.

The whales stayed near us for 
a long time, breaching again and 
rolling on the surface, splashing 
their pectoral fi ns. Our guide 
had only seen humpbacks breach 
twice before; she was from 
Saskatchewan and had been on 
the job for three months. She 
told us scientists don’t know why 
whales breach. There are theories 
about feeding in plentiful waters 
and about water temperature. Or, 
she said, it might be for joy. 

My mother-in-law liked that 
idea. She wondered about what 
it would be like for undersea 
creatures to leap from their 
darkness into the warmth of 
daylight. A fl ash of glory. A 
blessing. Then our eldest asked if 
the mother might be teaching the 
calf how to breach, and the guide 
said that was a distinct possibility. 

Maybe that’s one of our jobs 
as parents and grandparents, 
too. And teachers and elders 
and friends. Not only to teach 
survival skills and courage to 
our children, but also the deep 
blessing of joy. 

Heidi's hydrangeas. 

life’s sorrows as well as the joys. 
As someone who strives to “do” 
and struggles just to “be,” begin-
ning each day with the ultimate 
end in mind reminds me not to 
cling too tightly to the here and 
now, or even to my own exist-
ence, while at the same time re-
membering my signifi cance is 
found in the heart of my Maker. 

So this year as I ponder yet an-
other birthday, I’ll read through 
Ecclesiastes again. I’ll savour the 
motifs that emerge, the lessons 
concisely laid out to help me make 
sense of this sweet life I’m called 
into. Very little is in my control. 
(We can all be thankful for that!)  
I’ll eat my bread with joy and drink 
my wine with a merry heart and 
I won’t let the changing seasons 
cause me undue consternation. 

Because honestly – the end of a 
thing is better than its beginning. 

Humpback whale, photographed by Rebeka Pirker of Vancouver Island Whale Watch 
Company on Aug. 6, with the Munnik family on board.
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THE WORD “INDIFFERENCE” 
has a bad reputation. It’s dif-
ficult, in fact, to think of any 
context where the word is used 
positively, or of any situation 
where someone would be happy 
to be described as indifferent.  
An exception might be in those 
situations where we must choose 
between things of little conse-
quence. If it’s a choice about 
which movie to watch and we 
are indifferent, well that’s no big 
deal. But if we are indifferent 
to something meaningful hap-
pening in the world around us, 
our indifference will invariably 
be perceived as problematic. 
It’s a steep hill to climb, but let 

HOLY INDIFFERENCE 
Roland De Vries |  rdevries@pcmtl.ca

Roland is Principal of The Presbyterian College in Montreal 
where he also teaches.

me briefly make the case for 
something called “holy indif-
ference.” It’s a phrase I picked 
up from my dad, and it means 
that we sometimes need a good 
dose of indifference in relation 
to the things happening around 
us. If we need a biblical mod-
el for this, think of Jesus at the 
wedding in Cana. When the 
wine had run out (to the shame 
of the host family), Jesus replies 
with these words, to his moth-
er’s appeal for help: “Wom-
an, why do you involve me?” 

WE ARE FINITE
We live in a social context in 
which the demands placed on 

our energy, time and attention 
are almost unceasing. If you 
are on social media, you cannot 
spend more than a few minutes 
scrolling before coming across 
some appeal for an emotional 
response or for indignant en-
gagement. Or if you still like to 
get your fingers inky with a print 
newspaper, you hardly need to 
turn a page before some story 
or opinion piece demands your 
attention. This is to say nothing 
of the appeals from family mem-
bers, the church, political parties 
or neighbourhood organizations. 
“Look here!” “Pay attention to 
this” “Can you believe that!?” 
To cultivate holy indifference 
is not to be uncaring about the 
world. It is to say, rather, that we 
as human beings have limited 
emotional bandwidth, limited 
resources and limited time. To 
the extent that we are limited 
human beings, there is no shame 
in saying that we cannot give the 

same attention to every ques-
tion. There is no shame in say-
ing that the scope of most prob-
lems is beyond our capacity for 
full or meaningful engagement. 

THE RIGHT ATTENTION
But holy indifference isn’t sim-
ply about ignoring things around 

us. We need to cultivate holy in-
difference toward many things 
precisely so that we can give 
our careful and loving atten-
tion to some things. Which are 
the relationships in which God 
has called you to invest your-
self? Which are the issues you 
can learn about and commit 

LAST TIME, I WROTE ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY of a schism in the 
Christian Reformed Church (CRC). It certainly remains a live option, 
though should it come to pass, I expect it won’t be in the immediate 

SIFTING, SORTING,  
SWEET SPOTS

Brian Bork  |  reviews@christiancourier.ca

Brian is CC’s Review Editor and a CRC chaplain at the University 
of Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier University.

future. Thanks be to God. 
In lieu of a schism though, 

some serious sifting and sort-
ing has already begun. In my 
circles I’ve heard plenty about 
folks rescinding their member-
ships, about pastors doing exit 
interviews for parishioners both 
conservative and progressive, 
and of others, who survey this 
battered institution and wonder 
aloud “why persist here?”

It was ever thus, I suppose. Our 
communion has never been a stat-
ic one, and folks have always left 
for greener pastures. Sometimes 
for very compelling reasons, too.

Part of me would like to raise 
my hands, acknowledge the feat 
of conscience it must take to 
cut ecclesiastical ties, and wish 
them well. But the better part of 
me wants to call out this sift-
ing and tell people to pump the 
brakes. In part because seeking 
out greener pastures is frequent-
ly an expression of that old cap-
ital vice we call “sloth.” In part, 
too, because sifting ourselves 
according to ideological dispo-
sition is just the most clichéd 
and conventional thing to do 
these days. 

Even more, though, is that I 
think in so doing, we’re giving 
up something really unique and 
precious in the culture of this 
denomination.

CONNECTIVE TISSUE
In my work in my extremely di-
verse, ecumenical, secular par-
ish, I’ve often felt that I dwell in 
a sweet spot. By disposition and 
ecclesiology, CRC folk have one 
foot in the mainline, and one foot 
in the evangelical camp. We also 
value catholicity, which means 
we cherish the inheritance of 
the Catholic and Orthodox com-
munions, while at the same time 
we value nimble, inventive, ex-
perimental forms of mission and 
worship. This has allowed me to 
be a kind of pastoral connective 
tissue among these camps, and to 
draw wisdom and insight from all 
of them. 

I see the sweet spot in my own 
pastoral practice, too: from the 
queer students who want nothing 
to do with liberal, Boomer Prot-
estantism, nor conservative evan-
gelicalism, yet manage to find a 
companion in the CRC chaplain. 
Budding scientists find the same 

– they aren’t swayed by specious 
creationism, but know that their 
exploration of the material world 
requires rich theological analysis 
and insight, too. 

I see this sweet spot in our 
bi-nationality. In our sagacious 
engagement with popular culture. 
In our love of – and prophetic cri-
tique of – the university… I could 
go on. 

Then again, maybe it doesn’t 
always feel like a sweet spot. 
There’s often something tense 
about this space – a feeling of 
being tugged in more than one 
direction at once. It isn’t always 
comfortable. So I have some 
sympathies with folks who’d like 
to resolve that kind of tension, 
either by sorting themselves with 
the like-minded, or by casting a 
vote at Synod. 

Yet tension can be sweet, too! 
Especially if it bears good fruit, 
which it has, in my experience, 
in my work, among my tribe. In 
our time of quarrels and conflict, 
I wish we sought out that sweet-
ness more. 

yourself to? Which community 
concerns will you take action 
about? We must be indiffer-
ent about many things in order 
to be faithful to God’s call and 
to give attention to our life and 
community in their particularity. 
It may be that the word “indiffer-
ent” simply can’t be redeemed in 

the way I’m suggesting, since it 
carries a sense of not caring. But 
if we are to give ourselves dili-
gently and meaningfully to the 
things around us that matter, it’s 
difficult to see how we will be 
able to do so without cultivating 
something very much like holy 
indifference. Because we care!
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I RECENTLY REPLACED MY OLD ANALOG WATCH with a new digital 
one. It came with several nifty features such as a step counter, Bluetooth 
link, heart rate monitor and a video game, among other things. It didn’t 
take long for this watch to subtly shift some of my daily practices.

Author and media critic Neil Postman warned against being “one-
eyed prophets” who “see only what new technologies can do and are 

AUDITING OUR TECH
Derek Schuurman  |  derek@calvin.edu
Derek is a co-author of the recently released book A Christian 
Field Guide to Technology for Engineers and Designers. Look for 
a review in an upcoming CC.

incapable of imagining what they 
will undo.” Rather than blindly 
accepting a new technology into 
our lives (or schools, businesses, 
churches – or on our wrists) we 
ought to discern carefully how it 
will change things. Advertisers 
never fail to off er compelling sto-
ries about why a product is essen-
tial to the good life, but rarely do 
we consider what it might “undo” 
or make more diffi  cult. 

What follows is a list of ques-
tions to help tease out the ways 
a particular technology might 
help and hinder us. This list is 
informed by the summary of 
the law (given by Jesus in Matt. 
22:36-40) as well as by a variety 
of creational norms derived from 
Reformational philosophy. 

10 QS FOR YOUR TECH
1.  How will this technology 

shape my interaction with 
other people?

2.  How might it impact my 
relationship with God?

3.  What tangible benefi ts does 
this technology provide?

4.  What habits are encouraged 

by this technology and will 
these shape me into the sort of 
person I wish to become?

5.  How might our culture 
change if everyone used this 
technology?

6.  Is the economic cost of the 
technology reasonable? Is this 
product used to display wealth 
and status?

7.  What are the environmental 
costs of this technology? 
What energy and materials 
does it require and can the 
components be recycled?

8.  Is the technology transparent 
in terms of how it works and 
are the instructions clear? 
Is it safe to use and easy to 
maintain and repair?

9.  Does this technology promote 
fairness and justice (or at 
least not hinder them)? Are 
the people who build it paid 
fairly?

10. Is the technology beautiful
with a delightful melding of 
form and function?

Some questions may be more 
pertinent than others. For exam-
ple, some digital technologies are 

purposely crafted to nudge us in 
profound ways, so the question 
about habits can be signifi cant. 
My Calvin University colleague, 
Jamie Smith, recommends a “li-
turgical audit” to explore the hab-
its and rituals in our lives. This 
can apply to our technological 
habits as well. Further questions 
might probe if a certain technolo-
gy might encourage certain vices, 
such as pride, envy, lust or sloth. 
Clearly, the answers will vary for 
individuals and require sanctifi ed 
common sense to discern how to 
proceed.

Applying these questions to 
my new digital watch uncovered 
some issues I had not fully con-
sidered. As a result, I decided to 
disable certain features such as 
email alerts. Other features are 
less consequential and can be 
adjusted based on personal pref-
erences, such as the option to 
display the time in a variety of 
diff erent clock faces. In the end, I 
chose to display the time using an 
analog clock face – just like my 
old watch (though I do miss the 
gentle ticking sound).

U
ns

p
la

sh
.

A FRIEND AND I MET UP recent-
ly, having the shared experience 
of parenting children with dis-
abilities. She remarked on her 
sense of loneliness; the diff er-
ence between friends with typ-
ically-developing children and 
her own child was becoming 
a widening gap. Now that our 
children are adolescents, there 
are fewer playground meet-ups 
and storytimes at the library, as 
our children’s peers hold part-
time jobs and pursue post-sec-
ondary plans. 

MISSING OUT
It’s hard not to compare with 
others around you, to notice what 
you are missing. Psychologists 
suggest social comparison is a 
signifi cant part of human be-

GLOBAL SHIFT
Sara Pot | thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story is about faith and disability as experienced 
through a life of caregiving for daughters Rachel and Janneke.

haviour. We don’t have to look 
much further than the power of 
visual social media to believe 
them. Motivational speakers, 
albeit with good intention, have 
suggested the art of comparing 
down (instead of up). If we com-
pare ourselves to the less fortun-
ate, we will become grateful for 
what we have. Though we may 
be inclined naturally to compare 
ourselves to others, as a form of 
self-evaluation, comparing down 
or up doesn’t strike me as a help-
ful form of assessment. 

COMMUNITY OF HOPE
Recently, I met a group of par-
ents from the Democratic Re-
public of Congo on a Zoom 
call. Referred to as ANAPEH-
CO, they are parents who have 

formed a National Association 
of Parents of Disabled Chil-
dren of the Congo. They came 
together because they wanted 
to create community and re-
duce stigma for their children. 
There are no formal supports 
for school, no accessible play-
grounds or hospitals & treat-
ment centres specifically de-
signed for families like theirs. 
In fact, children with disabil-
ities receive less than adequate 
care from medical profession-
als, as it is not uncommon to 
believe disability is a punish-
ment or a curse. Yet things are 
slowly changing in the Congo. 
In the current government, 
there is a Minister of the Dis-
abled and Other Vulnerable 
Persons who is also disabled: 
Irène Esambo Diata. The ANA-
PEHCO families & and other 
social groups, in their slow and 
steady work, are creating mo-
mentum and change.

I wanted to lean through the 
computer and spend time with 

these families in the DRC. I 
wasn’t ignorant of the diff er-
ences between us, the inequity 
obvious even through a transla-
tor on Zoom. I wanted to learn 
more from their stories. Sitting 
in front of my screen, comparing 
myself to them seemed inappro-
priate and isolating, pitting their 
circumstance against mine. Life 
does provide opportunities to 
welcome new connections, but 
comparison with others does not 
create community. 

PERSISTENCE TO RESILIENCE
I will attest to the diffi  culty in liv-
ing with gratitude when the feel-
ings of envy are strong. I under-
stand my friend’s sadness, but 
even in those moments, I know 
I am not alone. It’s humbling to 
recall how many of the opportun-
ities my children now have are 
the result of persistent families 
and advocates, determined to cre-
ate awareness and better support 
for those with disabilities. Some-
times, it takes new connections 

from other continents, families 
with incredible resolve, to renew 
a sense of determination to grow 
the global community. Their 
stick-to-itiveness is beyond com-
parison. 

Irène Esambo Diata.

Fa
ce

b
oo

k



18    SEPTEMBER 12, 2022    |     CHRISTIAN COURIER

Columns

COULD IT BE THAT GOD IS USING A Canadian Supreme Court decision to 
teach me something about the meaning of the seventh commandment for 
the 21st century? In an unusual case, the court ruled that refusing to wear 
a condom during sexual intercourse could be considered sexual assault, if 
one’s partner only consented to intercourse with a condom. While some 
dismiss this as trivial, others consider it precedent-setting for the meaning 
of consent in intimate relationships. Consent is not just about the act; it 
includes conditions. More importantly, this ruling advances respect for 
the equal agency of both partners in an intimate relationship.

CONSENT 
A recent book about consent titled Rethinking Sex: A Provocation also 
led me to think again. In it, Christina Emba argues that the current “no 
means no” approach to consent provides a floor for sexual ethics, but 
it is inadequate as a norm for good sex. Drawing on extensive surveys 
and interviews with young adults, she provides empirical evidence 
about the importance of respectful and caring relationships, and she 
proposes a second norm: “willing the good of the other.” It sounds 
Biblical. That is not surprising, given her Roman Catholic childhood, 
but she uses language that relates to her millennial-age, secular audi-
ence.  

RETHINKING CHASTITY 
Kathy Vandergrift  |  kathyvandergrift@rogers.com 

Kathy, a public policy analyst, brings experience in government, social 
justice work and a Master’s Degree in Public Ethics to her reflections.

COVENANTAL CHASTITY
New questions about the mean-
ing of chastity, the seventh com-
mandment, and the Heidelberg 
Catechism are also being asked 
in Reformed circles. “Do not 
commit adultery” appears in the 
middle of the second tablet of 
the 10 Commandments, which 
God gave to Moses as a cove-
nantal expression of what loving 
relationships with God and other 
people look like in society. That 
perspective on the ten command-
ments is the gift of the Heidelberg 
catechism. The fifth command, 

respect for parents, provides guidance on intergenerational relation-
ships and the sixth, “do not kill,” includes “do no harm,” according 
to Heidelberg question and answer 107. Intimate relationships are the 
focus of the seventh command on chastity, which includes “looks, 
talk, thoughts and desires” in the answer to question 109. The eighth 
command, “do not steal,” roots economic justice (Q and A 111), while 
the ninth, on false witness, is about respect for reputation and identity 
(Q and A 112). These commands flesh out the core principle of respect 
for the dignity and agency of every person, equally called by God to 
live in covenantal relationships with other created beings and the God 
of creation.  

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
Jesus spotlighted dignity in the respectful way he treated the woman 
accused of adultery, up-ending the purity codes of his day. Chastity, 
in the context of God’s covenant with humanity, is about dignity and 
commitment to the good of the other in intimate relationships – free-
dom from exploitative relationships – more than specific sexual acts. 
Focusing on relationships is also what characterizes effective sex-edu-
cation, as shown in the research done for a good adolescent education 
program known as the Fourth R for respectful relationships. 

Shifting the focus from specific sexual acts to relationships between 
whole persons would be good news for the young adults in Emba’s 
surveys, who are walking away from churches pre-occupied with to-
day’s versions of purity codes. It would also be good news for women 
who have found secular courts more supportive of their moral agency 
than their own churches. Are we listening? 

THREE MASSIVE science instru-
ments are poised to reveal more 
about God’s creation. The James 
Webb Space Telescope, success-
fully deployed one and a half 
million kilometres from Earth, 
is delivering amazing pictures of 
the scope and beauty of the cos-
mos. Near Geneva, Switzerland, 
the upgraded Large Hadron Col-
lider, operated by CERN (from 
the French for European Organ-
ization for Nuclear Research), is 
revving up to see if we can under-
stand the Higgs boson better. 
Finally, a trio of giant detectors, 
filled with tons of frigid liquid 
xenon, are beginning the next 
phase of the search for weak-
ly interacting massive particles 
(WIMPs). Together these three 
big science projects could reveal 
significant facets of how creation 
works.

BIG SCIENCE 
Rudy Eikelboom  | reikelboom@wlu.ca

Rudy, who wonders where science will lead, is a pastoral 
elder at Waterloo Christian Reformed Church and a retired 
psychology professor.

What we already know about 
God’s cosmos reveals a beauti-
ful, complex place. The pictures 
released by NASA from the 
Webb telescope are rich, show-
ing water on planets rotating 
around other stars, the births 
and deaths of stars, and the for-
mation of galaxies, all through 
light that has traveled billions of 
years to reach us. At CERN, the 
discovery of the Higgs boson 20 
years ago confirmed the Standard 
Model in physics. But the Stan-
dard Model is also incomplete, 
as gravity is not included. The 
world, quite simply, is stranger 
than we know, and the search is 
on to find out how. Meanwhile, 
WIMPs are a leading explanation 
for dark matter, thought to make 
up 85 percent of the matter in the 
universe, but all work to date has 
failed to find them. This failure 

could lead to even weirder theor-
ies about how the universe is held 
together.

ENTANGLEMENT
If God has invested such com-
plexity and richness in his 
physical world, we should not 
be surprised that similar rich-

ness can be found both in life on 
Earth and in our human selves. 
The planet’s diversity of plants, 
animals and microbes has kept 
scientists busy for generations 
and is still surprising us with 
new information. Our brains 
are sometimes called the most 
complex things on earth, and 
our consciousness defies cur-
rent understanding and leads 
to a dizzying range of different 
societies.

And then there’s the Bible. 
When I look to God’s special rev-
elation, I see stories full of beauty 

and complexity, open to multiple explanations. Sometimes these stor-
ies seem to break the rules. Our Lord mentions the eating of the bread 
of the Presence by David (Matt. 12:4), but we all know many similar 
“dark” stories in the Old Testament. The story of Naaman, who took 
two mule loads of earth to worship the Lord but still bowed to Rim-
mon (2 Kings 5:17, 18), suggests complexity in worship and in the law 
that often is missed today.

When I read these stories, I’m humbled and encouraged as God 
seems to accept and love us in the entanglement and richness of our 
lives and relationships. It would be simpler if pi were equal to 3 rather 
than to the irrational 3.141… , but thank the Lord that is not what he 
has created and written in the book he has given us. 

The world, quite 
simply, is stranger 

than we know.

Christina Emba.
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THIS COLUMN WILL conclude my 
brief foray into an examination 
of the Five Points of Calvinism 
as articulated in the Canons of 
Dordt, one of the Three Forms 
of Unity of Reformed churches, 
including the Christian Reformed 
Church of North America 
(CRCNA).

The fourth point of the Calvinist 
TULIP is Irresistible Grace. The 
irresistibleness of grace follows 
from the Calvinist doctrine of 
predestination. If God predestines 
every person’s salvation, then if 
God chooses to be gracious in 
saving a person, that person will 
be unable to resist because God 
has predetermined that s/he will 
respond positively.

Arminianism, which the 
Canons are meant to refute, holds 

GRASPING THE 
ROPE OF GRACE  

Bob Bruinsma  | bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Bob is a retired Professor of Education (The King's Universi-
ty) living in Edmonton.

that, through the preparatory 
(prevenient) grace given to all 
by the Holy Spirit, humans 
can cooperate with God and 
respond in faith to God’s off er 
of salvation. Through prevenient 
grace, God removed the eff ects of 
Adam’s sin and provided humans 
with a degree of “free will” that 
makes individuals able to both 
accept and resist God’s grace.

PERSEVERANCE OF THE 
SAINTS 
The fi fth point of the Calvinist 
TULIP is the Perseverance of the 
saints. This doctrine is related to 
the “once saved, always saved” 
debate and the question of eternal 
security. The Calvinist position is 
that the elect will persevere in faith 
and will not permanently deny 

Christ or turn away from him. 
Again, this makes sense within 
the framework of predestination 
since it is impossible that the 
sovereign eternal decree of God 
won’t be fully realized. Believers 
are secure because God will 
fi nish the work that God began.

Arminians insist that, because 
of limited free will granted 
to humans by God, a person 
can fall away and lose his or 
her salvation. Salvation is still 
wholly attributable to God. A 
helpful illustration may be that 
of a swimmer drowning at sea. A 
sailor from a passing ship throws 
the swimmer a rope but, to be 
saved, the swimmer must grab the 
rope. The swimmer has nothing 
to do with the proff ered rope 
and can refuse it. By grabbing 
the rope s/he is choosing to take 
advantage of the gracious action 
of the rope thrower.

RECONSIDERING TULIP
From my perspective as a human 
living in time, the Arminian 
position makes eminently more 
sense than the Calvinist one. 
Arminianisn makes it logically 

possible to affi  rm God’s 
sovereignty along with a limited 
human freedom to respond to 
God’s gracious off er of salvation. 
I can’t help but see that holding 
tightly to the Five Points of 
Calvinism leads inexorably to 
fatalism and even nihilism. It 
makes human behavior totally 
contingent on God’s action and 
removes any possibility of human 

agency and responsibility. 
Since God has created a cosmos 

with an inherent time dimension, 
we must recognize this as the 
framework in which we move 
and have our being. What it’s like 
to be a timeless being like God is 
not possible for us to grasp so we 
should hold all doctrines related 
to God and time very lightly or, 
better yet, not at all. 

AS AN UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT in the mid 1970s I came into con-
tact with the writings of several Christian leaders who were advocates 
of social justice, a concept that was new to me at the time. Accord-
ingly, I began reading Sojourners, The Other Side, and, of course, 
Vanguard, which was published out of 229 College Street, Toronto. 
Among these leaders was Ron Sider, who died two months ago at age 
82. Sider wrote a book called Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger
(1977), which infl uenced a generation of young Christians to seek 
policies that would help the poor. Recognizing that our world belongs 
to God, Sider believed that we have an obligation to ensure that its 
wealth be justly distributed rather than concentrated in a few hands.

As a member of the Brethren-in-Christ, where his father had served 
as a minister, Sider was steeped in the Anabaptist tradition and thus 
advocated nonviolence. As I came of age near the end of the Vietnam 
War, I was favourably impressed by the Christian witness against war-
fare and briefl y fl irted with pacifi sm. Although I ultimately returned to 
the Reformed tradition of my childhood and continue to believe that 
some wars are justifi ed, I admired Mennonites and other pacifi st Chris-
tians who refused to take up arms against their fellow human beings, 
taking seriously Jesus’ command to love our enemies (Matt. 5:44).

REMEMBERING RON SIDER 
David T. Koyzis  | dtkoyzis@gmail.com

David is a Global Scholar with Global Scholars Canada and 
the author of Political Visions and Illusions, now out in 
Portuguese and Spanish editions.

A CONSISTENT STANCE
Although Sider was long asso-
ciated with other progressive 
evangelical leaders, he retained 
a certain independence from 
them, refusing to go along with 
the latest trend to bear the pro-
gressive label if he saw it to be 
in confl ict with biblical faith. 
More clearly than some of his 
colleagues, Sider recognized 

that not every trend styled pro-
gressive would necessarily 
prove to be progressive over the 
long term. In this respect, he re-
tained a strong fi delity to Scrip-
ture, even when this made him 
suspect amongst fellow progres-
sives. In 2009, for example, he 
signed the Manhattan Declara-
tion affi  rming religious freedom, 
opposing abortion, and affi  rming 

sexual complementarity as in-
trinsic to marriage.

He attempted to articulate a 
comprehensive pro-life ethic in 
opposition to abortion, capital 
punishment, and of course hun-
ger. In 1987 Sider wrote a book 
called Completely Pro-Life: 
Building a Consistent Stance, in 
which he tied together several 
issues that would defy the con-
ventional labels of conservative 
and progressive. Sadly, his eff orts 
did not prevent especially evan-
gelical Christians from dividing 
along the political lines familiar 
to us today.

I do not believe I ever heard 
Sider speak in person, although 
I no longer trust my memory of 
this. We were friends on Face-
book, if that means anything. 
Yet even if we did not know 
each other in this life, I believe 
we will both stand justifi ed be-
fore the throne of grace through 
our common faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

Ron Sider (1939-2022).

"The Return of the Prodigal Son" by Bartolome Murillo 1617 to 1682.
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FOR 15 YEARS I HAVE BEEN WORKING as a registered nurse both in 
Canada and abroad. Recently, I began studying to get my master’s 
degree in nursing. This means that I can no longer remain a spectator 
to the challenging spiritual and ethical issues in Canada’s healthcare 
system, including pending changes to eligibility for Medical Assist-
ance in Dying (MAiD) to people with mental illnesses. 

When I met with a Christian nurse practitioner who works in pal-
liative care and asked her about off ering MAiD, she didn’t state a 
clear opinion. However, she did say, “I don’t proselytize – I can’t – I 
do know that through the way I show compassionate care and show 
love for people, people can see there’s a diff erence . . . in my assess-
ment I ask, ‘where do you get your strength?’ It opens a door to talk 
about faith.” She emphasized the critical need for Christians working 
in end-of-life-care: “We have to be there in those hard places.” 

What is the line between relieving suff ering and causing death? For 
patients choosing MAiD, what role can and should Christian health 
practitioners play in providing compassionate and loving care? I relate 
to the dilemma that Christian health care workers like her face, as they 
desire to reduce suff ering in others but wrestle with what is ‘too far.’ 

CHRIST WITH US
Spiritually, I have to remember what my theology of suff ering is. The 
Bible is clear that we will face varied challenges in this life. Christ suf-
fered and he is not far from those who suff er. Christ can redeem our 

OUR THEOLOGY OF SUFFERING
A Nurse Practitioner in Training wrestles with Medical Assistance in Dying. | Shannon Brink

suff ering, purify us, and use it to 
help us minister to others (Jn. 9:1-
7). He can also use it in our lives 
to develop characteristics like pa-
tience and perseverance (James 
1:2-4; 5:7-11) and the outcome 
of that suff ering in our lives as we 
look to God for the strength to en-
dure, will be beautiful and glorious 
(Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:16-18). But 
as a practitioner, what role should 
I play in reducing my patients’ 
symptoms of suff ering as others 
around me remove it altogether? 

EXAMINING MY OWN LIFE
Here’s where I start: I have to ask 
myself, how have I contributed to 
our society’s need for these servi-
ces to begin with? What can I do, 
in my home and in my community, 
to include those who are mentally 
suff ering and vulnerable around 
my own table? What lengths can I 

go to walk through endless months 
of depression, chronic pain or in-
creasing disability with those who 
suff er from these ills? What strides 
can I take to make Christ known in 
the margins of my society? I can 
make a lot of excuses for lack of 
time, energy or emotional capacity, 
but caring for those who are truly 
suff ering will never be convenient 
or comfortable. 

Having now lived in Africa as 
a missionary for the past four 
years, I’ve learned a lot from my 
African brothers and sisters about 
hospitality without grumbling (1 
Pet. 4:9). They have an inclusiv-
ity that humbles me. 

Do I seek relationships out with 
people who are physically and 
mentally suff ering? Christ came 
close to the outcasts, the suff ering, 
the marginalized; how can I do the 
same? What if our radical care for 
those with mental illnesses, as a 
Church community, was so com-
pelling, that it reduced the desire 
for MAiD to begin with? 

Personally, I cannot yet reconcile 
providing MAiD with what I know 

to be true from Scripture. But I do 
know enough from Scripture to 
know that MAiD exists because I 
have, in part, failed both in my job 
in healthcare and in my own home 
to care for the broken and the hurt-
ing as Christ calls me to. I think my 
best course of action as a practi-
tioner, and as a Christian in com-
munity, is to care for the hurting 
better, include them more, create a 
community of grace around them, 
give them dignity, purpose and 
meaning and demonstrate the love 
of Christ such that MAiD becomes 
the least appealing option. 

Shannon Brink

Shannon Brink is a 
missionary nurse from 
Vancouver.

Editor’s Note: “The Shadow of 
Death,” a companion piece, was 
published in August. And the article 
here has been dramatically short-
ened for print. Find both in full on-
line at christiancourier.ca. 
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European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

           meesterinsurance.com

The business directory ads are 2.4068 by 1.6708 inches - can that be 
simplified? 
Will send individually and also greyscale ones in proper .pdfs when I 
know these are ok.  
They are currently for the second issue of the month but can put 4 in one 
issue and 4 in another or so when there are two issues in the month.

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299    
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

Jerry Gerritsen 5529 Regional Rd. #81
Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

           Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

SUBMIT YOUR AD
To submit your ad or view 
our Media Kit visit: 

www.christiancourier.ca/advertise 
Contact: ads@christiancourier.ca 

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1
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Classifi eds

ANNIVERSARIES

VANDERLAAN, Co & Alice
It is with great joy that we celebrate the 
60th anniversary of CO AND ALICE 
VANDERLAAN on September 1, 2022.
Congratulations and love from your chil-
dren, Deb and Gord Bosker, Karen and 
Dave Groenewold, Denise and Ray Dyks-
tra, Darren Vanderlaan, as well as your 16 
grandchildren and their spouses, and your 6 
great-grandchildren.
We thank God for the many happy years 
we’ve all enjoyed together!
Co and Alice’s home address is 111, 10041 
149 Street NW, Edmonton, AB  T5P 4V7.
Their email address is alco1@shaw.ca.

VANDERWAL, Margaret
Happy 90th Birthday (Sept.11) 
to our dear Mom, Oma and 
Great-Oma Margaret VanderWal. 
With love from all of us: Cathy 
and Mark (Wyoming), Fred and 
Lorna (Guelph), Edith-Ann and 
Harry (Wyoming), Tony and 
Talin (Caledonia), Rick (Sarnia), 
Teresa and Rick (Cayuga). Hugs 
from 11 grandchildren and 12 
great-grandchildren!
Profession of Faith Verse: “The 
Lord will watch over your com-
ing and going, both now and 
forevermore.”  Psalm 121:8
Address: Box 758, 704 Toronto St. Wyoming, ON, N0N 1T0.

BIRTHDAY

Two E-Books “The Early Christian Reformed Church in its own Words”; “God's Deacon: An Account of Johannes Van Haitsma and the 
Christian Reformed Church”; and “A Man of the People: The Life of Professor Geert Egberts Boer.”
Available for free from www.SocialTheology.com/legacy. Donations appreciated.
Email Dr. Jan H. Boer at boerjf@hotmail.com or call (604) 646-8016 for more information.

EBOOKS

Quaint 3-bedroom cottage available for the 
2023 season. Located in Prince Edward 
County, Ontario, overlooking Sandbanks 
Provincial Park. Situated directly on the 
lake, it's ideal for swimming, boating and 
gorgeous evening views of sunsets. No pets. 
Call Pat at 905-630-7674.

RENTAL

OBITUARY

VAN BELLE, Harry Albert
June 26, 1937 – August 15, 2022
It is with deep sadness that we announce the death of our dearly 
beloved husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather
Harry Albert Van Belle
He went to be with his Lord and Saviour on August 15, 2022, after 
a lengthy battle with cancer.  He will be deeply missed by his wife 
of 57 years, Jenny, his daughter Alisha (Carsten), granddaughter 
Jessyca (Charlie) and her daughter Ruby, grandson Forest; his son Terry (Sasha),  grand-
daughter Petra, adopted grandchild Phion and great-grandchild Mio; his son David (Vanessa) 
and granddaughters Wren and Zadie.
Harry will also be missed by his two remaining sisters, Carol Van Belle and Emmie (Jake) 
Dykstra and sister-in-law Shirley Van Belle.  He is predeceased by brother Albert and sisters 
Susan and Nel.
Harry will be fondly remembered by the numerous students he taught, both at Redeemer 
University and The King’s University.  He always had an open door and a listening ear for the 
young people in his life.
A recording of his memorial service is available on the YouTube channel of Inglewood CRC, 
Edmonton.  Donations may be made to World Renew.

TAMMING, John & Hilda
With gratitude to God, John and Hilda Tam-
ming celebrated their 60th wedding anni-
versary on September 5. Together with their 
children, grandchildren, and great-grand-
child, John and Hilda thank God for his 
faithfulness. “For from him and through 
him and to him are all things.  To him be the 
glory forever! Amen” (Romans 11:36).
600 Saulsbury Street, Apt. 210, Strathroy, 
Ont. N7G 0A8
john.tamming@gmail.com

A one-bedroom villa (sleeps four) directly 
on Fort Myers Beach, Florida, available 
for rental Nov. 19-26, 2022. It features a 
screened-in balcony, fully equipped kitchen 
and two bathrooms. $1,150 U.S. Contact 
Pat at 905-630-7674.

SUK, John & Anky
Happy 65th Anniversary John & Anky Suk 
(August 17, 2022). We thank God that we 
could celebrate His many blessings and 
faithfulness with our parents in their 65 
years of marriage!
Much love, 6 children and spouses, 12 
grandchildren and spouses, 10 great-grand-
children.
132-1128 Vansickle Rd N, St Catharines, 
ON L2S 3W1
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that simple, soup kitchens would 
be empty. 

HARMONIOUS RECIPROCITY
When I take Jesus’ advice and 
watch the sparrows fl ocking to 
my serviceberry tree, I notice that 
those birds only have enough to 
eat because of the tree, who only 
has enough because of the healthy 
soil, which is only healthy because 
I give it compost, which is only 
available because of the worms 
in my garden, who are only there 
because they eat the scraps of veg-
gies from my yard. My neighbour-
hood sparrows and fruit trees are 
the best preachers I know and not 
because they off er a life hack for 
prosperity, but rather they point to 
a Whole New World.

This New World is in fact an 
Old World; it’s the world God cre-
ated in Genesis 1, where humans, 
plants and animals lived in harmo-
nious reciprocity and because of 
that, everyone had enough. This 
is the world Yahweh sought to 
maintain through the Jewish law, 
requiring the Israelite nation to 
enact radical wealth redistribution 
every 49th year. It is the world Je-
sus ushered in through his minis-
try, preaching about seeds and soil 
in his parables and multiplying 
food for thousands of people. This 
is the world Jesus will one day re-
instate when he comes again, call-
ing the thirsty to come to the New 
City where he “will give water 
without cost from the spring of the 
water of life” (Rev. 21:6).

The sparrows remind me of the 
oh-so hopeful reality that this New 
World is at hand, the world where 
no one is hungry and everyone 
has enough. It can still be spotted 
when we have eyes to see. And in 
due time, we will hear the trumpet 
call, and “you who have no mon-
ey” will “come, buy and eat at no 
cost” (Is. 55:1).

What are your neighbourhood 
birds and trees preaching to you? 

COME AND EAT 

IT WAS MY SISTER-IN-LAW WHO FIRST POINTED OUT to me that there 
is free food going to waste all over our neighbourhood. Every grow-
ing season, fruit trees hang over the fences of yards and spill into 
streets and alleyways. The neighbour who owns one of these trees 
tells me that the fruit is free for the picking. She shows me her frozen 
jams, jellies and chutneys made from nearby apricots, mulberries and 
raspberries that didn’t cost her a dime. This causes me profound cog-
nitive dissonance when I walk down the grocery aisles: food prices 
are sky-rocketing, and the number of people accessing soup kitchens 
and food pantries is increasing. There is not enough for everyone to 
eat their fi ll in the economy we’ve created, while fruit trees point to a 
Better Way for those with eyes to see.

THE SABBATH ECONOMY
What is this Better Way, and how do we get there? This is one of the 
central questions of the Judeo-Christian Scriptures, and some Chris-
tian scholars call the biblical answer the “Sabbath Economy”: namely, 
that God created enough in this world for everyone and everything to 
access what they need. In this vision, instead of hustling in a world 
of scarcity, we are able to trust and wait patiently for the Creator’s 
“enoughness” to arrive by his strength and the strong intelligent de-
sign of the land he’s created.

This way of life has its origins in Exodus 16, where God’s peo-
ple were hungry as they travelled through the Middle Eastern desert. 
Their leader, Moses, instead of trying to manufacture a man-made 
abundance, prayed to their Creator God, and he rained down heav-
enly bread from the sky each day. For those of us who grew up in a 
capitalist world, this is a radical vision. Out in the desert with their 
praying leader, the Creator provided for his people only by grace, not 
by works, so no hustlers may boast.

Jesus picked up on this theme near the chiastic central point of his 
most prolifi c sermon. In Matthew 6, he says “see the birds of the sky 
– that they neither sow nor reap nor gather into granaries; and your 
heavenly Father feeds them” (Matt. 6:26, 28). 

But the lessons of the Sabbath Economy are often more compli-
cated than just going out and praying for God to provide. If it were 

What fruit trees and sparrows taught me about 
economics.  |  Nina Schuurman-Drenth

News

Nina Schuurman-Drenth

Nina is a recent graduate 
of Wycliff e College’s Mas-
ters of Divinity program. 
The accompanying mixed 
media collage, "Bird-
watching," was made by 
Nina. 

BE OUR

THEO
DONATE TODAY

FALL DONATION CAMPAIGN
If each of you, our print readers, 

donates just $20 this month and we 
count on our online readers to do 

their part, we’ll exceed our 2022 
fundraising goal before Thanksgiving!


