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"Young people are not seeking clarity,” Heidi Sytsema said.
“They are seeking belonging, justice, validation that they are indeed image bearers of God."

SEEKING ‘CLARITY’ ON SEXUAL SIN
How well did CRC Synod have this ‘challenging conversation’? |

OUR CONNECTED WORLD
New global crises leave asylum seekers and refugees
more vulnerable than before. | Shannon Brink
SITUATED OUTSIDE OF Lilongwe, Malawi, is Dzaleka Refugee Camp. It currently hosts over
55,000 refugees from African
countries such as Burundi, the
Democratic Republic of Congo
and Rwanda in an area intended
for only 10,000. Some of these
refugees came long ago, spillage
from previous wars as far back
as the 1960s. They came as asylum seekers and have been waiting for years to be given refugee
status. Without refugee status
they cannot access schooling or
scholarships for their children
or be processed in any way for
resettlement. In 2021, according

to the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR),
only 32 percent of camp residents had received refugee status.
Some have been here almost two
decades.
For now, they are just waiting.
PRISCILLA’S STORY
With a local Congolese pastor,
I run a class in Dzaleka Refugee Camp called “Healing the
Wounds of Trauma.” Priscilla
started translating for me in 2018.
At that time, women came weekly to unpack their stories and to
have a space to talk about the
Continued on page 3
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Here's what I noticed, watchin this denomination,” Paul VanderKlay said on June 14, address- ing the webcast on a 20-minute
ing 188 delegates of the Christian Reformed Church (CRC). To most delay with almost 1,000 other
CRC members, the degree of that difference is painfully clear, and it people; the stakes were high. The
was only accentuated at this year’s annual meeting.
"Rules for Synodical Procedure"
Synod 2022 made three key decisions concerning its LGBTQ came into play often. To save
members and allies. First, delegates established the Human Sexuality time, stories were not allowed.
Report (HSR) as a resource for churches, including its traditional It was hard to spot female deleposition on marriage. Second, Synod made that stance confessional gates; in fact, they made up just
by adding “homosexual sex” to the list of sins that break the seventh 17 percent of the gathering, the
commandment as outlined in the Heidelberg Catechism. Third, Syn- lowest in seven years. And no
od voted that Neland Avenue CRC must reverse its decision to ordain middle ground was made availa deacon in a same-sex marriage. Each of these votes split along able – just two starkly different
similar lines – roughly 70 percent for and 30 percent against. Propor- options for the future of the CRC.
tionately, more Canadians were in the second group.
Continued on page 2
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“THERE ARE TWO DEEPLY DIVERGENT INTERPRETATIONS of Scripture

Each family in the camp receives $6 per month for food, toiletries and medicine.
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‘BLOOD ON OUR HANDS’

SYNOD CONTINUED
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When delegate Dominic Palacios said “I believe our theology
around this issue has caused there to be blood on our hands, and
there will continue to be blood on our hands because of it,” he lost
the right to speak again for ‘violating the rules of decorum.’ CC
reached out to both the President of Synod and Palacios to find out
more.
CC: How did Palacios violate the rules of decorum?
Jose Rayas, President of Synod: Synod is a deliberative body
and that means that everyone’s input and participation is important. However, a deliberative body of nearly 200 people also
requires rules to ensure that the deliberation and discernment
can take place in an orderly way. […] Delegates to synod are
often ruled out of order. It happens at every synod, especially
when debates are heated. This year was no exception. However, other delegates either challenged the ruling immediately or
they accepted the ruling. Rev. Palacios did not seek to rescind
his words, nor did he make an appeal to the floor to challenge
the ruling. This is why he lost his privilege to speak during deliberations. […] I continue to value him and his contributions to
the Christian Reformed Church.
CC: Why did you make such a strong statement?
Dominic Palacios: I came to Synod wanting to find common
ground, especially surrounding recommendation D in the report [confessional status]. When the committee reports dropped
like they did, and the minority report was not given a hearing,
I knew the report was going to pass so I wanted to talk to the
people who weren’t there. LGBTQ voices were neglected. The
gallery was closed. We were instructed not to tell stories. I was
talking to the excluded and I wanted them to know that they
have friends and allies in this denomination. Most importantly,
I wanted to let them know that the HSR lies about who they are
and that God loves them.
I also wanted to challenge the pastors. In the CRC, we often
think of theology as an intellectual exercise detached from the
people we serve. We cannot distance ourselves from the consequences of passing this report. We have harmed people with the
toxic theology of the 1973 report. We will not get better results
if we double down on it, with only a promise to be nicer. That is
why I said, “we have blood on our hands.” I stand by those words.
In fact, that is what most people mention when they reach out
to me.
CC: What’s happened in the week since Synod for you?
Dominic Palacios: Fifty to sixty people have reached out. Most
of these messages start off by saying, “You don’t know me. . ..”
Common themes from those within the LGBTQ community are
abandonment: they feel as if the church that baptized them has
said “You are not welcome here.” Anxiety: the report says your
“salvation is at stake” if you are gay and not celibate. And thankfulness: many are thankful that I used my voice to speak up for
them. That language might have offended the Chair [of Synod],
but it gave hope to many.

2

JULY 11, 2022

|

CHRISTIAN COURIER

At times, the debate seemed to mirror our culture wars. Imagine
how the week might have gone if restorative practices had been applied instead of Yes/No votes. Now that Synod 2022 is over, can we
gain any insight into the process by applying the lens of the Challenging Conversations Toolkit, which Synod itself urged churches
to use?
UNDERTONES
Before starting any conversation about human sexuality, the Toolkit
says, ask this question: What are you anxious about? And there were
definitely anxious undertones at the Synod mic. Delegates in support
of the HSR were anxious about losing the traditional view of marriage,
changing church doctrine, threatening the integrity of the gospel and
the salvation of practicing same-sex members.
“Don’t depart from the Christian church in its long history,” Clay
Campbell said. Other delegates were anxious about ambiguity, saying
that confessional status will help pastors. “I speak in favour of this
because it gives me clarity to walk alongside people in love in my
community,” Jason Biu said.
Delegates against the HSR were anxious about exclusion, removing
grace from the Reformed tradition, threatening the integrity of the
gospel and causing harm to LGBTQ Christians.
“Young people are not seeking clarity,” Heidi Sytsema said. “They
are seeking belonging, justice, validation that they are indeed image
bearers of God. [The HSR] is a tone-deaf response. The clarity that
you seek is not good fruit.”
There was also anxiety among CRC members across North America
as Synod votes were tallied. Pastor Virginia Lettinga at Victoria CRC
was asked, for example, whether an elder who disagreed with the HSR
could remain in that position. “It’s not yet clear what the various decisions of Synod 2022 will mean for officer bearers in the CRC,” Lettinga said.“So don’t do anything quickly. mportant Synodical decisions
are rarely part of Church Order without being ratified by a later Synod.
If, after the details are sorted out, you do feel compelled to resign, you
will not be alone. So listen and pray a bit longer.”

PRECEDENT AND PEOPLE
The Challenging Conversations
Toolkit also asks participants to
examine their fears, which connect to values. What do you fear
could go wrong? Well, there was
no shortage of potential problematic outcomes articulated at
Synod.
Some people fear the slippery
slope effect. “If we don’t act
now,” Daryl DeKlerk said, “we
set the precedent that any church
can change any aspect of doctrine.” Division and the fear of
church splits came up several
times. “I speak in favour,” Robert Van Zanen said, “even though
I know that this will probably
tear us apart. We have to stand up
for the gospel.”
Other delegates fear the effect of
these decisions on people: “This
is closing a door on a community and will do irreparable harm,”
Migael Randall said. “In the time
I’ve been talking, five members
of the LGBTQ community have
attempted suicide.” John Vanderstoep was equally blunt: “This
will damage any trust the church
can barely muster.”
The Agenda for Synod 2022,
including material from the past
two deferred years, was over
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NEW CRISES EXACERBATE THE OLD
Currently, the World Food Program (WFP), one of the many NGOs
involved in the camp and the main supplier for food, provides 5,000
Malawian Kwacha ($6.12 USD) per month for food, toiletries and
medicines for each family unit. Some family units can be 10-12 people strong. Recently, the WFP de-enlisted almost 700 families from
receiving this amount because they simply don’t have enough funds.
How the decision was made, and why certain families were cut, is
unclear. For families still on the list, the struggle to obtain funds for
all refugee needs means that often the WFP may be one to two months
delayed in providing those funds. With the current economic crisis in
Malawi, the government recently announced a 25 percent devaluation
of its currency. The refugee struggle to purchase what they need with
their meager allowance will intensify. Inflation is at a record 15 percent and many products in Malawi are imported (such as fuel), driving
the cost of food and supplies higher. Encampment policies of Malawi
are such that asylum seekers and refugees have no legal rights to settle, trade or take up employment in the national territory.
Malawi also suffered two tropical cyclones this year, causing massive flooding and poor crop outputs. This increases pressure on rural Malawians, who the government may need to assist in feeding.
There is a desperate need for refugee policies to change to allow
refugees to integrate into Malawi, but with all the other economic
and environmental issues for the government to address for their
own citizens, refugee needs are even lower on the agenda for government officials.
GLOBAL REALITIES
In another part of the world, Lebanon, reality is not too different. At
a recent international medical missions conference, I interviewed a
nurse-midwife working with the Syrian refugees in Lebanon. Syrians arrived in refugee camps starting back in 2011. There are over
1.5 million Syrian refugees in Lebanon. Lebanon itself is facing an
incredible economic and social crisis, and is experiencing some of
the highest inflation rates in the world, losing 90 percent of its currency value since 2019.
“It’s difficult for the Lebanese church to support refugees, as the

Carrying supplies from the
World Food Program.

Shannon Brink.

fear, grief, loss and familial separation they had endured and continued to endure. The stories were harrowing. Many women remain vulnerable to ongoing trauma and abuse in the insecure camp condition,
and continue to be separated from their families. I met many who
lacked any hope that they or their children would ever leave the camp.
When I first met Priscilla, she had a six-month-old child and a teenage son, and she was hopeful. Her husband had received resettlement
papers and moved to America. Hers and her children’s papers were in
process, and she was excited. She worried for her teenage son, however, who was getting in the wrong crowd in the camp. She told me
that with little work or opportunity, there was just nothing for him to
do but get into trouble.
Fast forward to today. Just before Priscilla got her physical assessment to finalize her application process for resettlement in 2019,
changing politics in the West shut down all resettlement of refugees
in the U.S. Her application was put on hold. Then came the pandemic.
She remains in the camp to this day; her husband has never met his
child. These are the stories that are hard to bear. What will happen to
so many refugees left in transition as the war with Ukraine wages on,
as countries become more nationalistic and as the pandemic continues
to challenge transportation and processing of refugee applications?
They are waiting, for what end?

Shannon Brink.

WORLD CONTINUED

Waiting for food at
Dzaleka Refugee Camp.

needs for themselves are so incredibly high. Now that the Lebanese have a hard time living and
importing things, the last thing
they want to do is be supporting
a refugee population,” this missionary reported. Though Turkey has the largest population
of Syrian refugees, Lebanon has
the highest ratio of refugees due
to its small population. One out
of every four people in Lebanon
is a Syrian refugee. According to
the Refugee Protection Watch,
70 percent of Syrians in Lebanon have received no humanitarian aid since arrival. There are
few medical professionals able
and willing to work with the refugees. Now, with the Ukrainian
refugee crisis, many agencies
who were in Lebanon are ending
contracts in Lebanon, making
the Syrian crisis even worse.
“The cost of bread has skyrocketed. It was already high
because of the economic crisis
here, but it has gone up even
more now,” this missionary reported. With sometimes more
than 15 people living in a family grouping, living on less than
US $30 a day, there is very real
concern for the wellbeing of so
many displaced persons.
With new refugee crises erupting in our world, old refugee crises get pushed out of the spotlight, but their reality remains
unchanged. They are vulnerable
to every change in policy, every
economic force, every environmental shift that might change
non-governmental organization
funds and local government priorities. As it turns out, presidents
in foreign countries, foreign militaries and changing climates
that increase severe weather
events impact people like Priscilla in ways they never could
have imagined. This is our connected world.
Shannon Brink
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1,300 pages. Agendas are helpful
to focus discussion, but they also
prioritize control and productivity. Restorative practices, on the
other hand, emphasize relationships and create more middle
ground.
Since the HSR was released,
CRC churches have hosted 300
listening circles to discuss it,
“many more” in Canadian churches than U.S. ones, according to a
Banner article. The stated purpose of these circles is to “deepen
the faith [of participants], clarify
how we should live and give witness to the presence and power of
God’s spirit at work among us.”
Were any of those goals met
by Synod, a challenging conversation writ large? Did anyone change their mind, or start
to think differently about these
issues? Those questions are harder to answer, though the council
chair at Neland Avenue CRC
Larry Louters said it’s unlikely.
After noting the divergent interpretations of Scripture in the
CRC, VanderKlay tried to normalize it: “That’s part of what
happens in the church over time.
What we’re doing tonight is productive. It is hard. We will get
through this.”
As the CRC considers how to
recover from this foundational
disagreement, a third question
from the Toolkit might shed
some more light: What is the love
behind the fear?
A love of Scripture. A love for
the marginalized. What would
have happened if Synod had
less “agenda” and more listening? Could a focus on love have
helped delegates find more common ground?
A post on Twitter by James Lee
acknowledges the fallout: “I say
this as a ‘conservative’ and someone who appreciated the work of
the HSR . . . This is not a win.
There’s so much pastoral work
ahead.”
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IN OSHAWA, ONTARIO, IN 1978, an unremarkable mall called Five
Points was built. I used to go there sometimes as a teen. Over time,
business dried up as big box stores started cropping up on the outskirts
of town. Eventually, Five Points was torn down and replaced, in 2017,
with Dymon Self Storage – a sprawling complex as big as the original
mall. The irony hits me every Sunday night as I drive by on my way
to frisbee: apparently 40 years was the tipping point.
We shopped for four decades and now our houses are full.
Now the only thing we need is somewhere to keep all the junk.
To keep our living spaces clear, we depend on basements, garages,
sheds and storage units to hold our extra stuff.
And then what?
Does it get used or just sit there?
Do we keep a running inventory?
If it’s not a priority for us anymore, will anyone else want it?
“The Great Junk Transfer is coming,” declared a recent Globe article (May 21). “Sorting, storing and disposing of old family belongings will be a labour-intensive challenge in the next decade as baby
boomers age.” It reminds me of the title of Plum Johnson’s Canadian
memoir: They Left Us Everything. Is the author grateful? Surprised?
Overwhelmed? You’ll have to read the book to find out. Or just look
up that Globe article, where hundreds of people have posted, in the
comments section, their own stories about sorting through a loved
one’s possessions after death. It’s a real mixed bag.
“Four levels of clutter that took two years to clean out,” one person
says. “My brother and I joked that if the house ever caught on fire, it
would have burned for years.”
Another post is wistful: “Unfortunately my mother’s clever trick of
hiding her jewelry in vitamin bottles resulted in the loss of a 1-carat,
diamond solitaire ring which had been inherited from an ancestor in
Europe. I’m positive it lies buried in the town’s garbage dump.”
Stuff management is, of course, big business. You can pay people
to help sort your stuff, auction it off, remove it, recycle it, digitize it,
or – as I mentioned – store it in temperature-controlled units.
4
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A Netflix reality show called
The Home Edit, in the same vein
as Marie Kondo but more practical (and marketable: Home
Edit storage containers are available at Walmart!), has exploded
in popularity. A team of “home
editors” take messy areas and
throw out, categorize and contain
mountains of other people’s stuff.
I have mixed feelings about the
show, but I admit it’s cathartic to
watch. There’s something beautiful about the final scenes, where
one small space – a closet or a
room – is once again functional.
I tackled my linen closet as a result!
BEHIND THE SCENES
Why does any of this matter?
You can’t tell from looking at me
whether my garage is tidy or not.
Our storage areas are typically
private, their level of cleanliness
inconsequential.
But there’s a tipping point,
triggered by sheer accumulation or a major event (a move
or death). It’s happening in our
homes and it’s happening in our
churches, too.
Here’s the parallel. To keep our
sanctuaries tidy, we depend on
closets and portables to hold our
extra stuff: those 10 bathrobes
for little shepherds, perhaps, but
also – metaphorically speaking
– abuse of power, sexism, unaddressed conflict, uncomfortable
history, sins of hypocrisy.
And then what?
Does it get addressed or just sit
there?
If it’s not a priority for the
people who worship in that
church, what does that say about
our integrity as whole-hearted
followers of Christ?
Scandals and abuse – even
organized criminal activity run
by a denomination, as Russell
Moore revealed in Christianity
Today – kept hidden for years is
now coming to light (“This Is the
Southern Baptist Apocalypse”).
Brave testimonies from individuals deeply wounded by the
church are the first crack in the
facade, and then, it seems, like
with Bruxy Cavey at the Meeting House – who now faces 38

The Home Edit Instagram.

FORGET VBS. HOLD A
RUMMAGE SALE INSTEAD.

The Home Edit show recommends sorting by colour.

counts of sexual assault – all the garbage comes spilling out.
What impact is this having on a watching world? On the next generation of Christians? What will survive the Church Junk Transfer,
and how messy is the process going to get?
Over the next decade, as the builder generation ages, the work of
evaluating our inheritance of faith is the biggest challenge Christians
today face. Keep in mind that, like Aunt Edna’s doilies, what you
value might not be what your kids value. Equally important: don’t
throw the ring out with the vitamin bottles. There are good and
beautiful parts of our faith in every denomination, too. It’s a real
mixed bag.
The act of questioning one’s personal faith in the face of realizing
some of these institutional flaws in our church is commonly called
deconstruction. It’s a vital spiritual practice, and more important than
ever at this moment in North American church history. We can no
longer ignore the systemic abuse in our places of worship. Not to
mention rampant consumerism. Egocentricity. The sins of generations swept under ecclesiastical rugs call for a once-every-500-years
church rummage sale, in the words of Phyllis Tickle. We need to do
it now, while we still can. The next generations don’t deserve this
much mess. What can we do right now to make our church spaces
functional again?
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UNBRICKING WALLS
A new thought for me while I was reading “What will it take to
crumble pandemic walls?” by Michelle Strutzenberger: what if
the person whose view is so different than mine is as concerned
about my “wrong belief” as I am about theirs? What if they feel
like they are up against a brick wall, just as I do? My heart is sad
and aches for some people. Maybe theirs does for me. . . If we
both could understand this we would be a long way to getting
under our differences and still caring.
Jill Hamming
CHRISTIANS AGAINST PLASTIC
It is worth noting that on March 5 the World Evangelical Alliance, which represents 600 million Christians, publicly supported this move by the UN to end plastic pollution (“Plastics:
a small victory” by Rudy Eikelboom). I wouldn’t be surprised
to find that the two other major bodies representing Christians
worldwide – the World Council of Churches and the Roman
Catholic Church – have also made supportive statements.
Flyn Ritchie
COVID STORIES
Thank you for sharing “In the valley of the shadow of covid” (by
Angela Reitsma Bick). Your experience has been similar (yet
different) to that of a close colleague of mine. I wonder whether
the attitude of many towards covid is the result of too many “it’s
like a cold” stories and not enough stories from people like you
who have been through the valley of the shadow of covid.
Bruce Bos
Guelph, Ont
KINDERGARTEN COMMUNION
“Have you ever been to a play church?” by Jennifer Uitvlugt
brought back memories for me. It was my first year teaching
kindergarten in a Christian school in Canada. One day after
a discussion about church, I asked the children if they would
like to play ‘church’. One student asked, “Can you do that in
school?” Of course we can, we decided. We re-arranged the
chairs, and grabbed reading books that we used as hymnbooks.
Some girls got some dolls right away because they were moms.
I suggested that we needed some music too, like a piano or
an organ, but one boy said, “No we don’t need that.” A guitar
or drums was not acceptable either. In the end we used a xylophone. I wondered why that one boy didn't want musical instruments in church. After school I asked his mom and she said,
“No, we do not have musical instruments in our church.”
One year one of the boys was the preacher. He did a really nice
job and told us all about God creating the world when suddenly
he said, “Oh no, I have to go to the bathroom,” and rushed off.
The last year I was teaching, I had the Lord's Supper with my
students the day before Good Friday. I got the little glasses the
church used for that. Some of the students had never touched
these. I explained to them what it all meant. It was an incredible
experience. The students were totally engrossed, very serious
and respectful. It almost felt holy.
I only had one regret. I wished I had celebrated communion
with my students every year when I was teaching.
Geraldine (Diny) Wolters
ABUNDANT FRAMEWORKS
I appreciate the call for us to look at all the tools available to us,
including compassion, empathy, scientific insight and the testi-

monies of our queer neighbours (“The HSR’s misuse of a theological tool” by John Luth). I expect you would also agree with
this: that good biblical theology can be explored (even from
a Reformed perspective) with different frameworks than Creation-Fall-Redemption. The Bible is so rich! For example, we
can see the theme of God’s presence with us, from the garden to
the tabernacle to the temple to Christ to the Spirit in all believers
(including queer believers). Or we can see the richness of the
Bible as God’s love letter to us. Thank you for calling us to be
more discerning about the tools we choose to use!
Tim De Jonge

CHOOSING PRONOUNS
My heart was grieving for young people like Ava (“More than
one pronoun for God”), who carry the gender confusion of our
culture to God. Is it ironic that her article follows one titled
“Bearing False Witness” where Bob Bruinsma quotes the Heidelberg Catechism on the ninth commandment where we are
told, among other things, to “do what I can to guard and advance
my neighbor's good name." How much more caution should we
take with the precious name of our Lord and Savior and God?!
Isn't it ironic that, in this day where we are demanded to respect
each person's decision on which pronouns and gender they want
to be referred to, that we also demand the right to choose God's
gender ourselves – despite what He has revealed?
Marian VanderMeer
Whitby, Ontario
A RESONANT ISSUE
The May 9 issue of CC captured my attention with the music
grand staff header and, as a Christian educator, musician, parent
and Canadian, I was encouraged and challenged by the articles
and art. I appreciated all the musical references and the ways the
duet theme was weaved into every page. Thanks for celebrating
life, learning and the arts in a meaningful way.
Rebecca (Gerritsma) Visser,
Burnaby, B.C.

CALLING ALL ARTISTS AND
PHOTOGRAPHERS – CC’S 2022
ART CONTEST IS NOW OPEN!
In the spirit of joy that we’re allowed to see those we love face
to face again, this year we’re calling for portraits. Submissions are welcome from July 1 through October 1; fine art and
photograph submissions will be judged in separate categories. Enter your portraits for a chance to win Canadian art, gift
cards and a year of free CC! For all the extra details (and for the
handy link you’ll send to all your artsy friends and family) visit:
christiancourier.ca/contest.
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CRC Ministries within Canada

HOW DISCOVER YOUR
BIBLE WORKS
Gillian Ferwerda
KIARA WONDERED WHAT SHE HAD GOTTEN HERSELF INTO. She came
to the group at the invitation of her friend John. She sat with her Bible
and Discover Genesis study guide. Where was Genesis? What is the difference between a chapter and verse? Was she supposed to know this?
She kept her eyes down. Maybe if she looked busy reading and writing,
no one would know she did not know. . . .
The leader, Sharice, began with a warm-up question that Kiara could
answer! The group laughed together. Then, Sharice directed the group
to the introduction and each group member took a turn reading it. Kiara
discovered that Genesis is the first book of the Bible – the beginning of
the story.
Next, they turned to the passage. Kiara’s chest tightened up again as
they read the first few verses. What was this saying? But Sharice just
asked questions, focusing on words in her Bible. Kiara felt a little bit of
triumph – she could find that answer! John and other group members
also asked questions. Kiara took a deep breath – she had a lot to learn
but was on her way.
Discover Your Bible (DYB) studies begin with the end in mind. They
aim to help people like Kiara, John, Sharice and even you – discover
God’s Word together.
The DYB series is designed specifically for Bible discovery, and has
been honed by over fifty years of experience. The books are continually
updated, revised and translated. The lessons supply questions to guide
members through the Bible passage. No lengthy readings or outside materials to research, nothing to memorize, no “test” to see if you got it
right. Just the joy of discovery. Each lesson focuses on chunks of Scripture so that discovery happens within the context of how the passage fits
in the story of God’s relationship with his people. This also allows for
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contextualization and inclusion of
a variety of voices, cultures and
communities.
Each study in the series has both
a study guide and a leader guide.
The study guide lessons contain
a set of discovery questions and
space to write answers. The questions focus on specific verses to
guide the reader’s search. Each
aspect of the study guide, like
the introduction and glossary, are
designed so that all members can
fully participate.
A leader guide accompanies
each DYB study as an aid for
facilitating the conversation, but
not as an “answer book.” It contains some interpretive guidance
and extra questions to help the
leader flesh out the discussion.
Sometimes the leader guide alerts
the leader to difficult passages or
gives suggestions on how to deal
with sensitive topics. It helps
mentor a leader in how to lead,
awareness of group dynamics and
how to navigate complexities of
the text. Both the extra questions
and information are intended for
use only as needed by the group.
To lead is to keep one ear on the
Spirit and the other on the group!
For more info and a list of titles
in this series, see GlobalCoffeeBreak.org.

CLEAN WATER REFLECTS
GOD’S LOVE
Naomi Bula, World Renew

Maria Simona washes clothes with water from her own tap.

RAY HEERES, A MEMBER OF BETHEL CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
in Listowel, Ontario, is passionate about water security. For nine
years, he made an annual trip with World Renew, volunteering his
time to help communities in Central America establish sustainable access to clean water. In March 2020, he was preparing for his tenth trip
when around the world travel restrictions were put in place to slow the
spread of Covid-19.
While many Canadians weren’t thinking about access to water as we
were reminded by health authorities to wash our hands for 30 seconds
or more, for families in communities like Barranco Alto, Nicaragua,
taking this simple step to protect their health was a challenge. “What
we take for granted, they have to work for and often it’s the women
or children doing the heavy lifting,” Ray says. Many communities
in Nicaragua are on a grid with designated times to access water at
a main source, which means some people may have to get up at 3:00
every morning and work for an hour to collect enough for their daily
use.
Having easy access to clean water can also mean improved food
security. World Renew Nicaragua Country Director, Steve Gisel, has
seen how vegetable gardens can help families meet their food needs.
But he explains, “It's 100 degrees here! You can’t water every three
days. You’ve got to water every single morning.”
With support from World Renew and volunteers like Ray, communities work to select leaders, design infrastructure, secure land, obtain
permits and more. And even while travel was not possible, many
churches across Canada continued to support this work from a distance, including in the Barranco Alto community where for as long
as she could remember Maria Simona Oporta Ríos had to fetch water
from the river then carry it on her head to her house. Today, she gives
thanks to God that she can simply turn on a tap in her home. She
shares, “I have tomatoes, chiles, onions, peppers, beetroot and a new
avocado tree. Now with the water we can grow our own vegetables.”
It’s stories of transformation like Maria’s that inspire Ray to continue
to volunteer his time.
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What progressives, moderates and good-faith
conservatives need to know. | Kristin Kobes Du Mez
THIS ARTICLE ISN’T ULTIMATELY ABOUT CONVERSATIONS INSIDE the
Christian Reformed Church (CRC) right now, but that’s where we’ll
start.
Weighing in on the recent decision of the Synod of the CRC to elevate
the condemnation of “homosexual sex” to confessional status, Rod Dreher focused on the consequences for Calvin University in a recent article for The American Conservative. More specifically, he set his sights
on me, “one of the brightest lights of post-Christian Christianity.”
The most important part of Dreher’s piece is this sentence:
“These liberal faculty are going to go on to greater things, professionally, and be able to dine out on how they were badly treated by the
homo-hating fundagelicals at Calvin.”
Quite simply, this is pure fiction. Not just the suggestion that all of us
“liberal faculty” will land in posh R-1 positions. (No one who knows
anything about higher education these days would make that assumption.) But especially the suggestion that any of us who end up leaving,
by choice or otherwise, will take joy in disparaging the “homo-hating
fundagelicals at Calvin.” This is simply not who we are, on all counts.
DIFFERENT CONCLUSIONS
As one of the “liberal faculty” (although my views on many issues are
more “traditional” than many of my critics assume), I want to make one
thing perfectly clear. I’ve been at Calvin for 19 years. I have yet to meet
a “homo-hating fundagelical” among my colleagues or my students.
Not one.
I know some colleagues who hold “traditional” views on sexuality.
These are thoughtful, compassionate individuals who care deeply for
our students. When our student body president came out as bi in a very
public way last year, one of the most stridently conservative members
of our faculty wrote a piece in the student newspaper in defense of “traditional” understandings of sexuality. And had her over to his home for
dinner with his family.
I know colleagues who hold to the “traditional” view but are deeply
troubled by the struggles of our LGBTQ students, by the statistics they
are presented on suicide, and by the loss of some of our own in this way.
Colleagues who, when it comes to teaching and mentoring our LGBTQ
students, have two primary goals: “Keep them alive and point them to
Jesus.”
I know conservative colleagues who believe the “traditional” view is
in accord with the historic Christian faith but who have deep respect for
their colleagues whose study of the Scriptures, disciplinary scholarship
and personal experiences have led them to a different conclusion.
I know many colleagues who hold their position with deep humility, knowing that they might be wrong, knowing that they have only a
partial understanding of the mysteries of God, that each of us is limited
in our understanding of the law of God and the book of nature, and
that to be a part of a tradition is to be committed to listening to voices
that challenge us and, sometimes, disturb us. I know many who hold to
“traditional” views who do not believe that one’s position on this issue
defines the boundaries of orthodoxy.
If you read the news coverage of the conversation around LGBTQ
at Calvin, you know what you won’t find? Homo-hating fundagelicals.
You also won’t find any “post-Christian Christians.” (Although you
@ChrCourier
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might meet one or two LGBTQ folks who felt they had no choice but
to walk away from the faith.) You’ll find thoughtful people, students,
faculty, staff and alums, seeking to obey God and love their neighbours.
You’ll meet LGBTQ students and alums who sacrificed to attend a
Reformed Christian university and who remain invested in its future.
You’ll meet administrators weighing heavy decisions imperfectly, and
with care. You’ll encounter real harm, deep disagreement, genuine frustration and sometimes anger, but also, across all of this, deep love – for
a school, for a faith tradition, and for one another. And you won’t find a
single person who engages any of this perfectly.
But I said that this article isn’t really about the situation at Calvin, so
let’s pivot to a question worth pondering.
Why would someone like Dreher make something like this up?
Of course I know this is what he does, but I think it’s still worth reflecting on this question: Why lie, and why this lie?
‘IT’S COMPLICATED’

Maybe it’s simply projection, an accusation that more accurately reflects
the contempt conservative Christians have for their more progressive
counterparts. Given the vitriol I’ve experienced first-hand from (a small
but loud group of) conservative Christians, I’m open to this suggestion.
But I think there’s another, more important reason that goes beyond
mere projection.

feminists, Muslims, Democrats,
immigrants, the list goes on and
on. This is how we can make
sense of the strange phenomenon
of the fake “ex-Muslim terrorists”
who were all the rage on the post9/11 evangelical speaking circuit,
long after they had been exposed
as utter frauds. This is how we can
make sense of the combativeness
of Mark Driscoll and Jerry Falwells (father and son). This is how
we can make sense of not just the
positions but also the posture and
tactics of the Christian Right. Militancy requires fear. In the absence
of a real threat, a new threat must
be manufactured.
FAITH & HUMILITY
The greatest challenge to this system are those who threaten to expose it for what it is. Those who

Ryan Schreiber.

CRACKING THE CODE

LGBTQ allies held up this sign on Calvin's campus after Synod's decision. Du Mez, a Calvin prof, says
she has colleagues with two goals for LGBTQ students: “Keep them alive and point them to Jesus.”

It is in the interest of people like Dreher to erase the existence of any
reasoned, nuanced, and principled middle ground. We see this around
the issue of LGBTQ rights and inclusion, and, especially now, around
the issue of abortion. I think that is one of the reasons why I have become a target, not just for Dreher, but for others – particularly among
the Christian nationalist wing of the evangelical world. And why I am
routinely mocked for saying things like “it’s complicated.” Because
their power depends on a stark binary, on a simplistic division of us vs.
them.
As I chronicle in Jesus and John Wayne, this has been a throughline
of conservative evangelicalism for more than half a century. A key moment in my research came when it dawned on me that the militancy
of conservative white evangelicalism wasn’t primarily a response to
fear, but rather a precondition for fear. I saw how militancy required
the continual stoking of fear: fear of outsiders, of secular humanists,

remind fellow Christians that the
Bible tells us not to fear. Those
who seek to live obediently with
humility – humility that, in discerning how to live as faithful
Christians, we will inevitably get
things wrong, but that we can
nevertheless remain secure in the
knowledge that God’s truth is not
dependent on our perception of
that truth.
To be clear, none of this means
that doctrine isn’t worth debating,
that boundaries around orthodoxy
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quarrels, dissensions, factions,
envy, drunkenness, carousing, and
things like these.”
That’s right. Anger, quarrels,
dissensions and factions are up
there with sexual immorality and

God’s truth is not dependent on our
perception of that truth.
impurity (terms that also have
interesting textual meanings for
those who care about such things).
And then verses 22-23:
“By contrast, the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”
Christians concerned about

KING'S PRESIDENT
RESPONDS
Dr. Melanie Humphrey offers an explanation for recent
layoffs at King’s University. | Sarah van der Ende
“THE PAST FEW YEARS WE’VE DONE SIGNIFICANT WORK to improve,”

Dr. Humphreys says, “so we can continue to grow faculty, staff, students, etc – but a global pandemic got in the way.”
In May, Christian Courier published an article about the recent layoffs
of four valued members of the King’s University community (“Confusion at King’s”). I interviewed current King’s students who expressed
their confusion over the abrupt decision and the apparent lack of clear
communication from the university’s administration. A few weeks after
submitting the article for publication, I had the opportunity to interview
Dr. Melanie Humphreys, King’s president and CEO, or “Prez Mel,” as
she’s known on campus.
We first discussed the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the institution. King’s navigated the global crisis well, but they were still faced
with a glaring question: will students come back to in-person classes?
“We set our own course as an institution,” said Humphreys. King’s
worked hard to maintain the tight-knit community while they offered
online classes. They worked to accommodate everyone ‘to the nth degree,’ she added, and they actively considered students’ mental and
physical wellbeing. But many challenges remained.
FUNDING SOURCES
To help explain the situation, Humphreys provided me with an overview of the budget. King’s receives three significant sources of funding: from the government, donations and tuition. Government money
is decreasing and donations from the community help King’s “flourish,” but the most significant revenue is in tuition and fees. In spite of
the pandemic, King’s enrollment remained steady. . . until this January.
The pandemic had a delayed effect at King’s. Many students delayed
8
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gatekeeping, about determining
who is and who is not a Christian, might start by keeping both
of these lists in mind. Sowing dissent, stirring up anger and shoring
up factions is not the way of the

CHRISTIAN COURIER

Spirit, according to the Apostle
Paul.
The goal of those who do these
things appears to be to make it as
difficult as possible for those who
are seeking unity, who are challenging this us vs. them posture,
this weaponizing of the faith. Who
by words and example remind

others that polarizing rhetoric on
any given issue rarely captures the
majority view even among Christians and frequently obscures the
fact that orthodox Christians can
and do hold a range of views on
contested issues. And that conservative Christians, too, hold a wide

COMING SOON
Don’t miss CC’s August issue: specifically, an article by Dr. Raymond
Chiu of Redeemer University on
the relationship between religion
and tyranny – with implications for
the Christian community and its
leaders.

their studies, and King’s saw a record number of students graduate
in December 2021. Due to unexpected complications of international
travel and visas, there were significantly fewer international students
beginning in January. When transitioning to in-person learning, King’s
implemented a vaccine policy. The majority of the King’s community
is vaccinated; however, a few students decided to step away because
of this policy. Other students chose not to return because of the switch
to in-person learning, amounting to 71 students backing out. This left
King’s with a significant deficit and a looming March deadline to present the board of governors with a balanced budget.
“We looked for ways to make it work, budget-wise,” said Humphreys. Deans, managers and directors were pulled in and consulted;
salaries and benefits were negotiated; Humphreys herself visited with
donors to search for extra revenue. It was a challenge, and the King’s
administration realized that layoffs needed to happen if nothing else
worked. “I don’t believe [that] you get to flourishing through cutting,
but we had to in this instance.”
When recalling the process that led to the decision, Humphreys admitted that it got a little “messy.” They had a month to balance the budget, and many different factors to consider: no program could end or be
significantly impacted, and the workload of the departments couldn’t
increase drastically should a member be laid off. “We tried every option to not take that action [layoffs],” recalled Dr. Humphreys, “I don’t
ever want to go through this again. It was some of the hardest months
that I’ve ever experienced in my role [as president].”
MOVING FORWARD
As emphasized in the previous article, a tight-knit community is a crucial part of King’s identity as a university. Open communication between students, faculty and staff is what sets King’s apart from other
post-secondary schools. To that end, King’s has been hosting governance workshops; these give students, staff and faculty the opportunity
to learn how decisions are made, how they can be improved, and where
their voices are. Humphreys has offered a town hall for the student
community to explain the layoffs, and suggested that an online annual
town hall for alumni could improve communication around decisions
moving forward. Despite multiple opportunities for student involvement, these events frequently have low attendance. It is a frustrating
dilemma that exists in many universities: “It’s a balance of both dis-

range of views not just on particular issues, but also on how to
live as faithful followers of Christ,
with compassion and conviction,
in a pluralistic world and in a
democratic country.
Kristin Kobes Du Mez
Professor of History at
Calvin University, Kristin's
research areas focus on
the intersection of gender,
religion and politics in
recent American history.
She is the author of the
NYT bestselling Jesus and
John Wayne: How White
Evangelicals Corrupted a
Faith and Fractured a Nation. Find Kristen on Substack by subscribing to Du
Mez Connections, where a
longer version of this piece
first appeared.

Canadian International Student Magazine.

aren’t significant, or that all political and social views are equally
valid. But if I may make a theological claim, let me assert that to
use doctrine or discussions around
orthodoxy as cudgels is not the
way of Christ.
Just this morning, our New Testament reading was from Galatians 5:1, 13-25, a passage about
the freedom we have in Christ. In
the midst of controversies swirling
around the Christian Reformed
Church and our country today, our
pastor paused to reflect on verses
18-21, on the things that are opposed to the Spirit:
“sexual immorality, impurity, debauchery, idolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger,

Dr. Melanie Humphreys has served as
King's President for more than nine years.

covering ways to communicate,
and helping people understand
what their responsibility is for accessing that information.”
Humphreys reflected on her
global experiences in Christian
education: “King’s is unique in
its way of engaging the world and
helping students engage. It’s not
afraid of asking hard questions or
being welcoming to the ‘Other.’
That starts with student faculty
relationships, and layoffs hit that
sense of flourishing.”
Sarah van der Ende
One of CC's board members, Sarah is originally
from Surrey, B.C. She
completed her undergraduate degree at The
King’s University, and now
lives in Halifax to work
on a PhD in Biochemistry
at Dalhousie University.
She plans to specialize in
medical genetics, and one
day study rare genetic diseases.
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COMMUNICATING JESUS
THROUGH CLOTH
Kim Beebe Wells

Kim Beebe Wells weaving in Santa Cruz.

I’VE ALWAYS ENJOYED MAKING THINGS. A friend once introduced me

to a retired Wycliffe missionary who taught me to weave and allowed
me to borrow a small four-shaft table loom.
I didn’t weave again for years. Then in 2015 I did a special project as part of ethnographic research in the Solomon Islands: the banana-fiber weaving of the Natqgu-speaking people of Santa Cruz Island was about to become extinct, with only one remaining weaver.
My aim was to document the craft for the sake of conservation.
That experience exploded into a passion for weaving and an MA
thesis. The courses I took for my MA were crafted around worldview
studies. As I researched weaving, I found that scholarly research from
all over the world consistently showed that people integrate their beliefs, perceptions, hopes and dreams into the things they make, and
specifically the cloth they weave.
WEAVING CASE STUDIES
For my thesis research, I elected to investigate case studies from a
single culture of each continent. I chose the Quechua of Peru (South
America), the Yoruba of Nigeria (Africa), the Navajo (North America), Albanians (Eastern Europe), the Tboli of the Philippines and the
Natqgu (Oceania). I could have chosen different indigenous groups
and the results would have indicated the same conclusions. The beliefs of these cultures differed from each other, or they intersected, but
in each case, whatever the beliefs, weavers told the stories of their cultures, their lives and their deeply-held convictions through the cloth
they wove. The careful observance of taboos is woven into ritual or
practical cloths, perhaps in gendered ways, so that the final product
will be appropriate for its purpose. For example, the Yoruba have two
different kinds of looms. One is used by men outdoors in public, and
the cloth they weave is generally utilitarian. The women, however, use
a different kind of loom, and must weave indoors in private, observing a strict diet, not weaving during their menses and avoiding sexual
contact. The cloth they weave is for ritual or ceremonial purposes, and
@ChrCourier
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taken to a spiritual practitioner for it to be “blessed” for its intended
use. The fact that the women weave privately has misled researchers
to conclude that they do not weave.
MY OWN WOVEN STORY
During the lockdown of 2020, I took two online courses called
“Weaving A Story.” The internationally-renowned instructor, Anastasia Azure, developed a practical method that allows weavers to move
beyond techniques and venture into artistic weaving. Using a variety
of techniques, I produced two shawls that told two separate stories.
The first shawl told a conceptual story inspired by the lyrics of
Darlene Zschech’s song, “Kiss of Heaven.” In my mind’s eye, I saw
my life as a field of white, my sins forgiven. The white, though, was
not smooth and perfect, but textured, with mistakes and holes. I used
white yarns, remnants of previous projects. At the other end of the
shawl was a riot of color – heaven reaching down as my life reached
up toward it. At each juncture where the white met the color, I included a crystal bead to represent the “kiss” of heaven. Every description
of heaven I have read or heard always speaks of color, so it was important that the colored threads be new, unused materials.
This shawl was difficult to make, plagued by tension problems of
the materials and the loom as I combined textures. The finished product indicates the struggle forward – broken threads, changed decisions
and general complications of getting it done. This was the reality I
wanted to express, and apparently it was necessary to experience it
again for the shawl to communicate what God wanted to say through
my hands.
The second shawl tells a narrative of my husband’s experience in
2015. He had a heart attack. In the hospital, he left his body and found
himself in a “garden” at night, talking with Jesus. A moment later, he
and Jesus were flying through space toward heaven. He saw colors
and formations he likened to photos taken by the Hubble telescope. As
they raced toward heaven, my husband felt as if he had a choice between continuing or returning home. He told Jesus he needed to come
back because he hadn’t kept his promise to me. (He was referring
to widow’s benefits. The VA requires that the disabled veteran and
spouse be married for a certain amount of time before the surviving
spouse is eligible to receive benefits and we had not been married long
enough.)
Jesus told him he could return, but it would hurt. My husband replied that he knew, but he had to keep his word. A moment later he
was back in his body in the hospital room, still intubated and unable
to speak.
When I arrived at the hospital, he motioned for something to write.
I gave him a pen and he scrawled the word “miracle”. I asked if he’d
witnessed a miracle and he nodded yes. I asked if he had seen Jesus.
Yes nod. I asked if Jesus was in the room with us right then. Yes nod.
I immediately thanked Jesus for staying with my husband and sustaining him.
For this shawl, I used black for the warp: wool, cotton, viscose,
some mystery yarn…some of it metallic, some with sequins. At one
end, a small field of blue and green represent the earth. I used a bit of
bright green to represent the aurora borealis my husband saw as he
looked back at the earth over his shoulder.
I added one line of silver metallic embroidery floss and paired it
with one line of gold metallic embroidery floss and warped them
together in a single heddle. The gold represents Jesus, while the silver
represents my husband. He also saw flashes of light that were other
people leaving earth at the same time. I represented these with small
pearlescent beads and silver threads, according to Ecclesiastes 12:6.
Though tiny, the key feature of the shawl is the point where the silver
thread makes a U-turn and returns to the earth.

Kiss of Heaven shawl.

A NEW GENERATION
OF ARTISTS

These experiences enable me to
continue to explore when I weave,
uninhibited by perceived technicalities. I have so much to be
thankful for. As I took the online
weaving course, I realized that
with all of my previous weaving
experience targeting academic
pursuits, I hadn’t considered the
most obvious mission field: other
weavers. I began to meet people
who struggled to tell their stories
in their cloth and shared my own
woven testimonies with them, so
that they could know the hope I
have found in Jesus. Now, I have
started teaching a new generation
of artists at Dallas International
University who want to learn
to weave their stories and share
them with the world.
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Kim Beebe Wells
Kim is an Associate Instructor at Dallas International University in
Dallas, Texas. She assists
with Second Language
and Culture Acquisition,
Religion and Worldview,
and lends support to the
students in the Center for
Excellence in World Arts.
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A BEAUTIFUL PIECE OF PANDEMIC ART
Jessica Lum

STATION ELEVEN
Created by Patrick Somerville
HBO, 2021.

I HAVE TO ADMIT, WATCHING THE FIRST EPISODE of HBO’s series Station Eleven was extremely difficult. Triggering almost, with exhausted healthcare professionals in ubiquitous blue masks, fighting against
an insidious respiratory virus with a devastating mortality rate, as the
population reacted with various levels of panic and denial. It felt insensitive that someone felt the need to release a TV series set during a
pandemic, during an ongoing pandemic, as a perceived attempt to cash
in on hysteria. Honestly, I almost didn’t continue watching the series,
I was so shaken. But here’s the thing – the creators of Station Eleven respect the trauma their premiere episode digs up and, if viewers
trust them enough to continue through the series, they use that foothold to imagine a post-pandemic future full of compassion, connection
and hope. Instead of lingering in the macabre, Station Eleven dares to
imagine a human race that emerges from tragedy to embrace beauty
and art. Though it has extremely timely subject matter, Station Eleven
is actually based on the 2014 novel of the same name by Canadian
author Emily St. John Mandel. It’s interesting to contrast the pandemic
imagined eight years ago with the pandemic still happening today. The
fictional virus is far more lethal, and the onset is far more sudden, but
the themes of isolation, fear, and societal collapse are familiar to those
living in our Covid-struck world.
Like many popular modern miniseries, Station Eleven is structured
around two timelines, the past, pre- and immediately post-pandemic
time, and approximately 20 years after the outbreak. We meet the protagonist Kristen, played by Mackenzie Davis as an adult and Matilda
Lawler as a child early in the series, waiting in the wings as veteran
thespian Arthur Leander (Gael Garcia Bernal) dies of a heart attack
onstage, the same day the outbreak begins. Kristen is an enigma; her
younger self seems overly worldly, solemn, and mature, while the adult
Kristen holds herself with a childlike wonder. In the outbreak timeline,
young Kristen is shepherded by Jeevan (Himesh Patel), who was in
the audience the night Arthur Leander died and who reluctantly takes
Kristen under his wing when the seriousness of the outbreak becomes
apparent. Their storyline is full of tension, from their initial bickering

over groceries at the supermarket to their sorrowful barricaded
quarantine with Jeevan’s brother
Frank. Jeevan seems like an unlikely protector and his frustrated
heart of gold contrasts beautifully with young Kristen’s tenacity,
until the two are separated and
Kristen is left to fend for herself.
While all of the “past” scenes are
tense, most heartbreaking for me
was the episode where Kristen
learns of her parents’ deaths over
text message. The cold cinematography enhances the impersonal delivery of such devastating
news, which no doubt resonated
with viewers who are all too familiar with hearing and experiencing massive life changes over
Zoom and FaceTime.
While the first timeline focuses
on Kristen and Jeevan navigating a bleak pandemic landscape,
the second revolves around the
Travelling Symphony, the Shakespearean theatre troupe Kristen is
a part of. Every year they perform
along a circuit of colonies, dubbed
“the Wheel”, honing their performances while utilizing the scant
resources they can find in the
post-pandemic landscape. There’s
a lot of layers to this storyline – a

mysterious Prophet, a Museum of
Civilization, and other quasi-fantasy elements imbue the post-pandemic landscape with a sense of
mystery and danger, while still
emphasizing the importance of
human creation and connection.
And here lies a major spoiler –
yes, at the end of the series, Kristen and Jeevan (now a husband
and doctor) are reunited, and yes,
I did cry. It’s uncharacteristic and
unexpected for modern media
to embrace reunification, when
isolation, loneliness, and poetic
tragedy add that bite of pathos
that creators seem to think viewers want. But that’s what makes
Station Eleven such a beautiful
piece of pandemic themed art –
it doesn’t shy away from the raw
fear of the unknown, but tempers
and resolves it with community,
art, renewal, and healed relationships.

After Josey’s hair is braided,
Dad takes her shopping for a red
dress for Pentecost, and Josey
asks Dad questions about Pentecost. Skillfully, Dad interweaves
their previous conversation about
the differences between people
into his answers to point Josey to
the awesome truth of Pentecost:
“Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is for all people, no matter
what language they speak, the
colour of their skin, or the curl of
their hair. That’s what we celebrate on Pentecost!”

Illustrator LaTonya’s vibrant
artwork complements author Esau
McCaulley’s eloquent enfolding
of the truth of Pentecost into the
fictional story of a girl finding her
place in God’s world.

Jessica Lum
Jessica currently resides
in Edmonton, AB with her
husband and two energetic kids. She has far too
many hobbies and would
love to talk your ear off
about any of them.

PENTECOST JOY!
Sonya VanderVeen Feddema
“JOSEY JOHNSON’S HAIR IS A WONDERFUL ADVENTURE — it’s differ-

JOSEY JOHNSON'S HAIR AND
THE HOLY SPIRIT
Esau McCaulley
Illustrated by LaTonya Jackson
IVP Kids, 2022.
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ent all the time! Some days it’s a ponytail or pigtails or a curly afro.
And some days Josey’s hair has a mind of its own!” So begins author
Esau McCaulley’s spirited portrayal of a girl who feels the pain of being different because her hair is unlike that of the girls at school. When
Josey’s dad takes her to the salon to get her hair braided in preparation
for the Pentecost celebration at All Nations Church, Josey shares her
dismay with Dad: “I’m thinking about how my hair isn’t like a lot of
other girls’ hair.”
Dad patiently asks questions to help his daughter fathom the diversity of God’s creation: “Josey, when God created the world, was there
just one kind of fish or thousands? … And when it was time to create
the flowers, did God make them all red? Or all the same shape?” Josey
realizes that God made people all different shapes and colours. Dad
points out that Josey’s hair and skin are “God’s work of art.”
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Sonya VanderVeen
Feddema
Sonya is a freelance writer living in St Catharines,
Ont.
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HISTORY AND HEALING IN FIVE LIVES
Bert Groenenberg

FIVE LITTLE INDIANS
Michelle Good
Harper Collins, 2020.

AUTHOR MICHELLE GOOD TAKES US BACK TO THE 1970s in her recent novel Five Little Indians. Among its awards are a Giller Prize
and the Governor General’s Literary Awards. Last year, it was the
third best-selling book in Canada.
For starters, I was surprised at the title. Very few Indigenous people refer themselves as Indians. Perhaps it is meant to catch your
attention and “throw” you back to the time this was in common use.
Five Little Indians is historical fiction. It follows five Indigenous
people who are released from the same residential school off Vancouver Island. The book starts off following Kenny, age 14, escaping
by boat from a residential school. He makes it seem to his trackers that he has drowned and makes it back to his own community.
However, Kenny’s mother and the home he left as a child is not
the same. His mother, while he was away, had lost hope. He barely
recognizes her. The house was unkept and full of bottles. He tries to
help her and even gets a few short-term jobs, mostly in fishing. But
Kenny eventually drifts down to Vancouver’s very sketchy Downtown Eastside where he connects with others who attended the same
residential school.
Then there is 16-year-old Lucy who ages out of the Mission residential school. She is suddenly released and sent to the Vancouver’s
Downtown Eastside because she has no known family. Arriving late
one evening, she is “helped” with correct bus fare by a pimp. She
manages to escape.
Maisie fares a little better eventually getting a job as a native court
worker. She cannot stand the attitude of court officials but learns to
ignore it. Instead, she focuses on keeping fellow Indigenous people
out of jail, at least until they can get a lawyer. She explains their
often-desperate situations.
Similarly, the novel follows two more former residential school
survivors as they try to cope with their very limited skill set and a
legacy of severe abuse. Each of the characters weave into and out of

each other's lives over the next
few decades.
Fortunately for the reader, Michelle Good does not detail the
horrific events the children endured in residential school. We
are given just enough information to have some idea of what
they endured.
While the story starts out quite
dark, it has its exciting moments
too. Clara gets involved in the
American Indian Movement
near Wounded Knee running
small arms into a camp. Running
from the FBI, she crashes her
old Falcon into a ditch knocking
herself out. She is rescued by
friends who get her back to Canada. While things cool off, Clara
stays with an elder who cares
for her while she recovers. She
experiences traditional healing,
both physical and emotional.
Clara eventually reconnects
with a former fellow survivor,
Howie, who was recently released from jail. After years
away living in the southern USA,
he accidentally meets the Brother from the residential school.
He badly assaults the Brother

and is sentenced to seven years
in prison.
The book does not mention
multi-generational residential
school families. Where I live
in Williams Lake, most First
Nations families experienced
three generations of residential
school. St. Joseph’s Mission,
just 15 kilometers from here operated in some form for 90 years
closing about 1980. (Yes, it has
unmarked graves as well.) It
should not be a surprise that over
40 years later, Indigenous people
still suffer a much higher rate of
health and social problems than
the population as a whole.
As settlers perceived it, First
Nations people were “in the
way” of progress. Christians who
thought they were doing God’s
will operated these schools. That
should humble us all.
Bert Groenenberg
Bert lives in Williams Lake
and works for an Indigenous organization. For fun,
he does woodwork, grows
veggies and is active in a
community church.

REMEMBERING AND WAITING
Sonya VanderVeen Feddema

THE TRAIN
Jodie Callaghan
llustrated by Georgia Lesley
Second Story Press, 2020.
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AS YOUNG ASHLEY WALKS to school through the quiet countryside, a
car speeds past her and drops off an elderly man by a dilapidated railroad track where the old train station used to stand. The First Nations
girl recognizes her great-uncle and runs to him. When she asks Uncle
why he has come to sit by the tracks, he tells her that he is waiting for
the train. Ashley knows that trains no longer use the ruined tracks so
she asks him to explain.
Uncle hesitates, then sadly relates the tragic story of how he and
other children in his First Nations community were wrenched from
their parents and traditions, put on a train at that station, and sent to a
residential school. He shares that he was there for six years, unable to
speak any English, lonely and afraid. With tears in his eyes, he says, “I
was like a little mouse, hiding in my room. I tried to be invisible. But
they found me.”

Ashley is confused and asks
Uncle, “Why did they do that?”
Uncle replies, “Because we were
different.” He explains that he
comes to the tracks to remember
what happened, but also to wait
“for what we lost that day to come
back to us.”
In this poignant children’s picture book, author Jodie Callaghan,
a Mi’gmaq woman from the Listuguj First Nation in Gespegewa’gi near Quebec, shares the difficult, painful reality of residential

schools with young readers in an
age-sensitive manner. The book
would be best understood and appreciated when read with an adult
who can answer questions that
will most likely arise.
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Through an app, ARISE Ministry can offer help more immediately than it could in person.

REACHING OUT ONLINE
A Toronto ministry to people in the sex trade takes its work off the street and onto
the computer. | Amy MacLachlan
DOING MINISTRY IN NEW WAYS
is an act of faith.
And when the staff and volunteers at ARISE Ministry moved
its outreach to people in the sex
trade from street-level to online, they wondered if the switch
would bear fruit.
“It’s very clear that the sex
trade has shifted to online,” says
Rev. Deb Stanbury, founder and
executive director of ARISE.
“We’ve known that for a while
but didn’t know how to engage it.
Now we have the tools in place
to do that, and we’re seeing how
effective it is.”
12
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That “tool” is an app that combs
the internet for ads placed within
a specified radius, and can be filtered for age, gender, and when
the ad appeared. A text message
is then composed and sent to the
numbers in the ads, en masse.
“Every time we reach out,
we’re reaching out to new numbers,” continues Stanbury. “So
say we send a message out to 40
contacts. Those aren’t the same
40 contacts from a few days ago.
We’ve been doing this now for
nearly 18 months, reaching out
to about 80 people a week with
two outreach times. That’s a lot

CHRISTIAN COURIER

of people. And not everybody
reaches back, but that’s the case
on the streets as well.”
Founded in 2013, ARISE empowers individuals involved
in the sex trade to reclaim their
lives. Through twice-weekly
outreach, case management and
spiritual care, hope becomes a
possibility for people who have
been exploited.
During street-level outreach,
teams of two used to walk the
streets of downtown Toronto
from 11:30 p.m. until about 2:00
a.m., chatting with people they
saw on their route, offering a

listening ear, sharing office hours,
and handing out cloth bags filled
with things like emergency numbers, hand sanitizer, condoms,
chapstick, gloves in the winter
and a bit of chocolate.
“Moving from that type of
outreach relationship to a case
management relationship would
take several weeks at least on the
street, and that’s on the low end,”
says Stanbury. “Through the app,
it can be almost immediate. It can
be someone saying yes, I need
groceries and a listening ear, and
we schedule a case management
appointment for the next day. It
can happen so quickly. There are
things we can offer in an immediate way, like links for housing
or job searches. You’re not necessarily able to do that standing
on a street corner at 1:00 in the
morning with your cell phone.”
The COVID-19 pandemic and
stay-at-home orders provided the

context to dive into the conversation of using technology to do outreach in more intentional ways. In
January 2021, after many conversations with people who have
used the app and with those with
lived experience in the sex trade,
a group of ARISE staff and volunteers gathered over video chat,
prayed together, and sent outreach
messages to 25 numbers.
Then they waited.
Sometimes the responses come
in right away; other times, it can
take an hour. Or not until 3:00
that morning. But someone will
always respond, and, if needed,
a case worker is assigned for ongoing work. That first night they
provided a listening ear, grocery
gift cards and workbooks. Today,
they usually send out 40 messages, with a response rate of about
25 percent. The anonymity and
privacy of texting encourages
people to respond.

Features
The ads also enable staff to
see where the worker has been –
people often travel (or are trafficked) to various cities, and this
gives them an idea of the types of
support they may need. Arriving
in a new place may mean workers
have few connections and need
housing or shelter, food, and be
made aware of other resources
they can access.
“Ninety-nine percent of them
have a bad relationship with police or the court system. So we
have to show them we’re here,
we’re consistent, and can help get
what they need,” says Stanbury.

established with a number of
people we’ve reached out to,”
says caseworker Alicia Yeager.
“There’s one woman, let’s call
her Rose, a trans woman, from
Hong Kong. She’s being trafficked. We connected with her,
and it took us a year to meet in

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
The majority of people they work
with are women, but the LGBTQ
community also reaches out, as
do men.
Is it different talking with a
male in the industry? Yes and
no. Many of the concerns are the
same – housing, groceries, court
help. But one thing seems to be
even more greatly needed, and
that’s emotional support. “Men
simply often don’t have it, especially if they don’t have a partner,” says Stephanie Blasioli, a
case worker at ARISE. “And if
they don’t have a female partner,
it can be harder to open up. So
hearing their emotions is important. They often feel lonely and
like they don’t have anyone, and
have no family or have strained
relationships.”
Helping to repair those relationships, as well as talking about
boundaries, stigma and discrimination, safety, and judging and
shaming are all common topics.
“Once you gain their trust, they
open up and are very loving and
sweet,” says Blasioli.

person. We eventually convinced
Rose to meet with a police officer
I know who could help her. That
wouldn’t have happened with
street outreach. Or it would have
taken way longer.”
“I’m not one to focus on numbers, but you do need some understanding of what’s behind the
intent of outreach and how outreach is meeting that intent,” says
Stanbury. “Sometimes it’s just
about connection and relief. And
that’s an end in itself. And that’s
great. But if part of the purpose is
to connect people with resources,
with help, with support and to try
to build on that, then it’s undeniable with this app. This is meeting that outcome in a way that
street-level outreach wasn’t.”
Stanbury
mentioned
that
street-level does have other advantages, particularly when it
comes to swaying donors, or
helping volunteers to feel engaged in a meaningful way. “But
when looking at the stories we
hear and the stats we see through
the app, and how it’s meeting
needs, it’s a really exciting way
forward.”

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS
Talking online is more discreet
than in-person, with people on
the street possibly being watched
by their pimp or tattled on by a
fellow worker. If need be, apps
can quickly and easily be deleted,
and even if a phone is lost or is
being monitored, they can reach
out on a new phone or that of a
friend’s.
“There really has been trust
@ChrCourier
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good about their work. In this argument, sex work is considered
one of the “caring professions.”
The opposing side argues that
the industry is inherently exploitative, making empowerment impossible.
“We’ve connected with both

If part of the purpose is to connect people
with resources, with help, with support and
to try to build on that, then it’s undeniable
with this app. This is meeting that outcome
in a way that street-level outreach wasn’t.

FINDING THEIR VOICE
There’s a conversation happening in the sex trade and among
the organizations that offer outreach and advocacy. It centres
around people in the industry
freely choosing this path as an
empowered decision. One side of
the debate says that sex work is a
valid career path, where a person
can make a lot of money and feel

sides through this platform,” says
Stanbury. “We have people who
are trying to leave their trafficker,
or are being trafficked by someone who is manipulative, has
drugged them, and they’re trying
to escape. They have concerns
about how they communicate
with us, and are often changing
their number. And then there are
people we’ve connected with,
who, for them, this is a choice
that they’ve made. They are not
being trafficked, they feel fairly
empowered.”
However, says Stanbury, most
also recognize that the industry is
changing. And while there are aspects they may find empowering,
the way things change as they get
older is not so positive. “There’s
a bit of a window, in terms of an
age window, of how long they
can do this. There’s no backup
plan! No pension plan. The money can feel good for a time, or be
profitable for a time, until it isn’t.
And then what? That’s the challenge,” says Stanbury.
Staying open to someone’s
lived reality – no matter how they
choose to view it – is key.
“ARISE is about people coming to find their voice, then
claiming and sharing their story.
It’s also about recognizing that
at different points on our journey, we see that story in different
ways,” says Stanbury. “We see it
one way when we’re right in it,
and another way once we’re removed from it. And there’s a rationalization that has to happen
when you’re in the midst of it.

The anonymity of text messages makes it easier for people to respond.

That doesn’t mean it’s not true or
truthful of how that person feels
in the moment. But it’s also a
survival strategy; what gets you
through the night.”
Stanbury says that if someone
is working with a trafficker or
being exploited, the lies they’re
told are strikingly similar to those
mentioned in the empowerment
camp. “‘This is fun, this is empowering, we’ll just do it for a
little while, look how much money we’re making, we’re in this
together, nobody’s being exploited.’ These are the lies they’re
told to believe. And some people
start to see some of the cracks in
that, as time goes on, and as time
goes a little further, they say, ‘this
is really not right.’ They start to
question. And it could be that
the same person who feels really
empowered today and feels this
is a choice, in five years’ time,
they’re saying the opposite. Or,
when they try to leave, they realize how much it’s not a choice.
“We certainly want to honour
each person’s story. That’s what
we do at ARISE; we meet each
person where they’re at in the moment. But we also need to recognize that we need a space to examine the story. And sometimes

that can be a challenge in terms
of some of the ways we look at
it, or in terms of the polarities,”
she says.
These polarities can make it
difficult for someone coming
to terms with their own voice.
“They’ll think, ‘I don’t think I’m
being trafficked, but this doesn’t
feel empowering to me, so where
do I fit?’ If you have an organization that’s pro sex-worker, and
another organization that only
works with people who say I’m
being exploited, well, sometimes
people don’t even know. They’re
simply saying, ‘I’m in the sex
trade and I need support.’
“So there’s the danger of people falling through the cracks
when we side ourselves too heavily in these camps. But the ways
we care about people, the ways
we serve people and approach
people, I think that’s the more
important piece.”
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Gift Planning
. . . simplified
GUARANTEED LIFETIME INCOME AND GREAT GIFTS TO YOUR CHARITIES
Link Charity issued $3.1 million in new Charitable Gift Annuity agreements in our last fiscal
year. With the much higher rates being offered, these life incomes are looking better than ever!
Link Charity continues to be the leading issuer of the Charitable Gift Annuity in Canada.
HERE ARE SOME SAMPLE RATES FOR CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES
Based on a single life, $100,000 and payable quarterly. Agreements as low as $20,000 are
available.
EXACT RATES IN THE CHART
Joint Life agreements would pay less but would pay as long as either of the two people are living.
You can estimate a payment rate if your age is between the samples listed. We continue to recommend the Charitable Gift Annuity with great success. Canada Revenue Agency governs what we
are permitted to pay with adjustments to the long-term bond rate yield. Since December 31 it is
up dramatically. It has gone from 1.75% to 2.80%. Quotations now are near all-time highs
for most ages. An accurate quotation is available for you, confidentially, and without obligation.
Call Harry Houtman today!!
MALE

FEMALE

Donor Age 87

8.87%

8.66%

Donor Age 82

7.67%

7.40%

All or nearly all of the income is tax free,
every year, for life

Donor Age 78

6.93%

6.65%

Minimum immediate receipt of 20%

Donor Age 72

6.11%

5.84%

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE WWW.LINKCHARITY.CA
OR CALL 1-800-387-8146 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

The Good News is For All People!
In Burkina Faso, West Africa, Mariam was in deep
pain. Her marriage of 28 years was crumbling. Her
husband had been unfaithful, and she did not know
where to turn.
Thankfully, she was not alone.
Through ReFrame’s French ministry partners, she
found a radio program. She learned that God had not
left her. Radio producers and follow-up staff in her
area helped her see that God’s people were there in
her time of need.

INDEPENDENT LIVING

Thank you for answering God’s call to share the
good news to the ends of the earth.

Life Lease & Monthly Rentals
with Enhanced Ser vices
Our enhanced services feature
three Chef prepared meals per day, weekly
housekeeping, flat laundry service, a full
activity program, scheduled transportation
and an emergency response system

ReFrameMinistries.org

Contact us @ (905) 988-9414
accommodations@martindaleplace.com
1128 Vansickle Road North, St. Catharines

www.MartindalePlace.com
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You can reach people like Mariam at
ReFrameMinistries.org/give
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THREE WAYS TO GARDEN
AROUND PAIN
Curt Gesch | cgesch63@gmail.com
Curt gardens with the help of a Small Person and her two
older brothers.

“IT’S NOT SO HARD to bend down; it’s getting back up again that’s
the problem.”
You may have heard others who share my distress at back, hip and leg
pain. If you suffer from these infirmities, I offer three suggestions to help
you continue working in your garden.
The first is simple; go to your doctor. After x-rays and CT scans,
maybe he’ll order an MRI, send the results to a surgeon and you’ll get

some good news: you may have a
piece of bone (a vertebra?) pushing
against a nerve. Surgery should fix
it, laparoscopic surgery. Day surgery. In and out, agile once more.
It’s just a matter of the surgeon
making a little hole and bringing in
a tiny angle grinder and taking off
the offending bit of bone.
A second suggestion is to buy a
special shovel. The blade is shaped
just like a gravel shovel, but it is
shorter, narrower, and the handle
is long. Mine is a GARANT 53”
Botanica Round Point Long Handle Shovel. It’s just right for digging under a reluctant dandelion
or clump of quack grass or a wild
clover plant invading your asparagus bed. The long handle means
that you don’t have to bend over.
The small blade makes things easier to insert into the ground and the
whole shovel is lightweight.
SMALL PERSONS
At this point you’re ahead of me,
thinking, “but you still have to
bend over to do something with
the weeds you’ve loosened.”
And here is where the third suggestion comes in: to make gardening possible, try to find a

NON-REBELS WITH CAUSES
Lloyd Rang | lloyd@lloydrang.com
Lloyd works in communications and is a member of Rehoboth
CRC in Bowmanville, Ont.

OLDER PEOPLE HAVE complained
about younger people since the
beginning of history. Socrates
once wrote about how young
people no longer respected their
elders and were running amok
in Athens. The 1955 film Rebel
Without a Cause showed teens
as emotionally confused, angry
and disrespectful – a theme that
has woven its way through lots of
films in the decades since.
Despite the stereotype, though,
a close look at today’s young people shows a generation that is actually pretty grounded and sure of
itself.
Kids born between 1997 and
2012 are members of what sociol@ChrCourier
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ogists call Generation Z or – more
informally – “Zoomers.” The experiences, culture and technology they shared growing up made
them different from preceding
generations.
For example, Zoomers didn’t
have to be introduced to technology; they grew up with it. Because
they have experienced a global
pandemic, recessions and the undeniable effects of climate change,
they crave stability and security.
They do their own research very
quickly and accurately. They don’t
like confrontation. They are deeply
invested in diversity and inclusion.
They get very critical when people
or organizations are inauthentic.

And Zoomers don’t easily change
their minds.
They’re also turning their back
on church. Or, more specifically,
certain kinds of church.
THE LEAST RELIGIOUS
GENERATION

American data shows that every
new generation is less religious

Small Person to help you.
The Small Person who helps me is in grade one. She crawls on her
hands and knees and pulls out the dandelions after I loosen them with the
shovel. “Ooh, look at how long the root is on that one!”And while we
work, I continue with inveterate teaching: “Look, that’s a plantain. It has
fibrous roots. And that grass has a very long rhizome.” Upon dragging
a reluctant clover plant from the ground, “see the little white bumps on
the roots? Those are rhizobia colonies – groups of bacteria that take some
food from the plant and in turn bring nitrogen fertilizer into the plant.
Isn’t that cooperation wonderful?” [I was tempted to introduce koinonia
but resisted the urge.]
Once, after bringing Small Person and her brother home after they
helped me in the yard and garden for a couple hours, I mentioned doing
this bit of instruction to Small Person’s mother who replied, “Oh, I know
all about the ‘little white bumps on clover roots that help the plant grow’.”
So there you have them: if I had to do without the shovel, somehow I’d
manage. I wouldn’t like to live with the pain, so the surgeon ranks high
on my list of favourite people. But if I had to choose, I’d rate Small
Person the best for my total health.
than the one before it – and Zoomers are the least religious generation yet. According to recent
numbers, 34 percent of Generation Z are religiously unaffiliated,
compared to Millennials at 29 percent, Generation X at 25 percent,
Boomers at 18 percent and only 9
percent of the Silent Generation.
Zoomers also do not equate being religious with being “good.”
While 58 percent of Americans
agree that children should be
brought up in religion so they can
learn good values, Zoomers believe the opposite. And once they
leave a church – usually before
they turn 18 – they do not return.
It might be tempting – as
churchgoers – to press the panic button about all this. But as
researcher Colleen Batchelder
points out, young people are simply being consistent in their views.
She writes:
“The vast majority of Millennials and Generation Z value racial

diversity, cognitive diversity and
inclusion of LGBTQ+ people.
They also believe that gender
equality is a normative expectation
within the church, the workplace
and within the home. However. . .
one will find that Millennials and
Generation Z are not leaving the
church; they are leaving a subset
of the church: conservative evangelicalism – or more precisely,
white evangelicalism.”
In other words, these “exvangelicals,” as Batchelder calls
them, are not rebelling. They expect authenticity from their faith
groups. For example, a church
that preaches love but doesn’t accept or affirm certain kinds of love
isn’t for them. And they’ll leave a
church with even a sniff of racism
or sexism in a heartbeat.
The lesson for denominations
that want to “hold the line” on certain issues seems clear. If you do,
you will lose the Zoomers. And
they won’t come back – ever.
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THE MEASURE
OF HUMANITY
Sara Pot |

thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story is about faith and disability as experienced
through a life of caregiving for daughters Rachel and Janneke.

CAN YOU LIVE ON $1169 A MONTH? Ontario’s Disability Support
Program (ODSP) is designed to support disabled persons above 18
years of age. Qualifying for the program depends on medical and financial circumstances, and what is offered (max of $1169 a month)
hardly meets basic living needs for most disabled persons. In the
past year, advocates of persons with disabilities have publicly shared
stories of dire circumstances, with the hope of amplifying awareness
for the sake of social change.
LARGEST MINORITY
Since the arrival of Rachel in 2006 and Janneke in 2009, my girls’
needs have directly impacted all of my decision-making. With regards
to voting in the recent provincial election, I tried to be mindful of the
most vulnerable person, but it took significant work to learn how each
party asking for my vote was also mindful of the most vulnerable. I am
increasingly more aware of how hard it is for the disabled to thrive in
this country. The disabled are the largest minority in our world, and the
numbers in Canada are no different. We might think we are a developed

THE BAD KIMCHI CLUB
Emily T. Wierenga

Emily is a wife and mother who is passionate about the church
and lives in northern Alberta. She is the author of the memoirs
Atlas Girl and Making it Home, and the founder of a non-profit
working in Africa and Asia.

IT’S ONE OF THOSE days – all
gray and grouchy, the sun seeming to have pulled the sheets over
its head and gone back to sleep.
I’m sipping coffee on my yellow recliner, trying to feel as
happy as the chair looks.
And that’s when she calls.
“Emily?” my pastor’s wife
says. “I made you some kimchi.”
Trent and I lived in Korea for a
short spell, teaching English and
riding a red scooter and climbing
mountains, before having kids.
Now we go to a church where
our pastor’s wife is Korean, and
she loves me because I love her
kimchi.
And she’s always apologizing
for it, like it’s not very good.
“Someone asked me to teach
them how to make kimchi,” she
tells me, “but I told them, in
16
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order for me to teach, I need to
know how. . .”
And then she thanks me for
having such a generous mouth
that loves her kimchi, and would
I like some? She’s put a jar in the
church office for me.
And even though the day is
still tousle-haired and underslept, I suddenly feel as cheery
as my yellow chair. Because my
pastor’s wife didn’t call me to do
something “important” at church.
She didn’t call me pretending to
be interested in my life for the
ulterior motive of asking me to
join a committee. She called me
because she made me a gift.
She made me bad kimchi, and
she thanked me for letting her
give it to me.
“Long live the bad kimchi
club!” she texted me later, and I

CHRISTIAN COURIER

nation, but we have a lot of growing ahead of us.
WHEN IT HAPPENS TO YOU
Unfortunately, living with a disability compromises opportunity
and freedom with finding employment, housing and financial
security. Many do not understand
this until they experience it. People desire and are drawn to the
standard of normal; normal is
an assumption deeply embedded
into our life and culture. Are we
mindful of the vulnerable living
persons in our life when decisions are made? Are we listening
to all the stories about living with
disability – or just the ones that
make us feel good?
Recently, I spoke with a
young woman with quadriplegia who told me about the
morning her lift system malfunctioned and there was no
caregiver or repair person available until the following week.
She would have remained in her

How a society treats its
most vulnerable – whether
children, the infirm or
the elderly – is always the
measure of its humanity.
Statement by Ambassador
Matthew Rycroft of the UK
Mission to the UN at the
Security Council Open Debate
on Children and Armed
Conflict, June 2015

MP Carla Qualtrough, Canadian politician
and former Paralympic swimmer.

bed for the week had her father
not come to her apartment that
day and manually navigated her
body out of the bed and into her
wheelchair. Her family was able
to come to her rescue, but she is
keenly aware that others do not
have that privilege.

LET’S DO BETTER
I’m encouraged to see Carla Qualtrough advocate for a new Canada
Disability Benefit on the federal
level. Hopefully this inspires other change-makers. The city of St.
Catharines where we live, led by
their accessibility committee, just
opened a renovated accessible
playground in the heart of downtown, creating a place for everyone to gather – nary a wood chip
in sight. I’m hoping to spend a lot
of time there with Rachel and Janneke this summer.

laughed for the sheer normalness
of it all.
START WITH SUPPER
Sometimes, Church, we over
spiritualize things. God is in
everything, and is everywhere,
and is making all things complete. “For from Him and through
Him and to Him are all things.”
(Eph. 4:6)
All things. Including kimchi.
Sometimes, Church, the world
wants to get near to God but they
can’t because we’re standing in
the way with our hymnals and
our fake smiles and our ulterior
motives.
Let’s get real. First, let’s get
real with ourselves. Let’s acknowledge that we’re not as great
as we think.
Then, let’s get real with others.
Instead of waiting for the world
to come to us, let’s go to them.
Let’s call them up for the sheer
joy of connecting with another
human being. Let’s ask them how
they’re doing, and mean it.
When Jesus saw Zacchaeus, he
didn’t once ask him to change his

ways. Instead, he just asked if he could come over for supper.
He ate with him. And who knows, maybe Zacchaeus wasn’t a very
good cook, and that’s what made him so impressed with Jesus – because Jesus didn’t complain about his cooking. Maybe that alone made
him want to give everything away.
Because when we accept one another for who we are, and what we
can give, then we do that very thing Jesus came to teach us – Love.
Long Live the Bad Kimchi Club.
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REACHING THE
HISPANIC WORLD
David T. Koyzis |

is enough to make that country
one of the largest hispanophone
nations in the world, possibly outranking Spain itself. Indeed, automatic teller machines in banks will
prompt you to choose between
English and Spanish, even though
Spanish is not an official language
of the United States.

dtkoyzis@gmail.com

David is a Global Scholar with Global Scholars Canada and
lives in Hamilton, Ontario.

LAST MONTH I WAS delighted
to receive in the mail a hefty
copy of Visiones e Ilusiones
Políticas, the Spanish translation of Political Visions and
Illusions, which had just come
out days earlier. Published by
Teología para Vivir in Lima,
Peru, it is a hard-bound volume running to 420 pages in
eminently readable print and an
attractive cover. I was surprised
to see that it was assembled in,
of all places, Monee, Illinois, a
suburb of Chicago not far from
where I was born and grew up.

A CHANGING POPULATION
Why the publisher chose this
location I have no idea. But the
last time we were in the Chicago
area, three years ago, I was struck
with how heavily hispanicized
the western suburbs had become
since I left the region decades
earlier. While driving east on
Route 64 from the Fox River
valley towards the city, I noticed
that most of the billboards were
in Spanish. The cities of West
Chicago and Aurora, the second
largest city in the state, have
many Mexican groceries and res-

taurants. According to the 2020
census, Aurora’s population is
more than 41 percent Hispanic,
while Latinos form just over half
of West Chicago’s population.
Sources differ on the numbers of Spanish speakers in the
United States, but their presence

HISPANIC FAITH
Until two years ago my parents
were living in Aurora, and one of
my sisters still resides there. During visits with family, I was struck
by the huge number of active
churches in the community. Every
corner seems to be graced with a
church building, placing virtually
every resident within walking distance of a local gathering of God’s
people. Many of these boast signs
in Spanish. And while Latinos are
traditionally Roman Catholic, all
the indications here are that they
are embracing an evangelical or

FANTASIA IN D MINOR
Roland De Vries |

rdevries@pcmtl.ca

Roland is Principal of The Presbyterian College in Montreal
where he also teaches.

IT’S LATE ON A Sunday afternoon
and I’m lying on our living room
floor as our youngest practices
piano – Mozart’s Fantasia in D
minor. It’s nearing the end of
the piano lesson year, so Esther
knows and plays the piece well
at this point. It is an astonishingly and achingly beautiful piece
of music. The main theme, repeated in A minor and then again
in D minor, feels like a wave of
sadness and tender conversation
washing over me. I don’t have
the musical language or understanding to know how Mozart
achieves it, but I experience the
music both as mournful and an
invitation to hope. It introduces
grief into the room while reaching beyond it.
MOODS OF A FANTASIA
The Fantasia is more than its
pensive and pained main theme.
By definition, a Fantasia brings
@ChrCourier
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together a variety of tunes and
moods. There is also the bright
second half of the piece, where
Mozart shifts into D major: a
light and joyful conversation.
Nevertheless, the melancholic main theme remains at the
heart of the piece, so much so
that Mitsuko Uchida, a pianist
and renowned interpreter of Mozart, concludes the piece with
it whenever she performs. (The
Fantasia in D minor was left unfinished by Mozart, which gives
license to interpreters to end with
something other than spritely
happiness.) One of the striking
features of the piece is the musical gaps that Mozart opens up
between sections and themes, or
between phrases. These are the
rests, pauses, or just-noticeable
silences that create mournful
tension and anticipation, particularly in the main theme. They
are moments when there is, mo-

'Composition 59' by Quebec artist Paul-Émile Borduas.

mentarily, no sound… only a
silent opening and expectation
as to where the listener will be
taken.
A SMALL WHITE CANVAS
As I lie on the living room floor
experiencing the music – particularly those conspicuous silences – I’m reminded of a painting
I saw recently at the Musée des
beaux-arts in Montréal, by the
Quebec artist Paul-Émile Bor-

duas. It’s simply titled ‘Composition 59’ and is a small canvas
painted in white with a palette
knife. It’s the kind of painting
that invariably elicits the response: “Any elementary school
kid could have painted that!”
But the painting is a complex
attempt to say something about
human life. It points to the fact
that our lives do not consist only
in experiences and objects and
relationships that can be named

pentecostal form of the faith.
In 2014 the Pew Research
Center reported that the Catholic
share of the Latino population
was declining, with evangelical
and unaffiliated numbers growing. According to the report, Hispanic evangelicals attend church
at higher rates than Catholics
and are more involved in related
activities such as Bible studies
and evangelism. With the Latino population increasing in the
U.S., it seems likely that Christianity will become more Hispanic
as religious observance declines
among the white middle class.
This makes me grateful that my
book is now in Spanish. I have
begun to brush up on my knowledge of the language, which I
studied just under half a century ago. ¡Que Dios bendiga a
su pueblo en el mundo hispano!
May God bless his people in the
Spanish-speaking world!
and painted and identified. Our
lives consist also in gaps when
meaning can only be anticipated; when we must wait for
peace and confidence. The perceived emptiness of the canvas
(it is decidedly not empty) represents the space and time that
constitutes the backdrop of our
lives – a backdrop we cannot resolve into meaning and against
which we only wait. To stand
looking at ‘Composition 59’ in
a silent gallery can elicit almost
the same heartache as lying on
a carpet while the sound board
resonates and suddenly falls silent with Mozart’s music. There
is a temptation to fill those gaps
by rushing to the next note or
chord; to insist on some splash
of colour on that white canvas.
It can be decidedly difficult (often painfully so) to live with
what we experience as empty.
Empty, however, is the wrong
word – the spaces and gaps in
human life are textured with the
promises and presence of God.
It is not threatening nothingness that serves as the backdrop
of our lives, but anticipation,
abundance and love that we may
learn to trust.
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THE GIFTS OF CAIN
Rudy Eikelboom | reikelboom@wlu.ca
Rudy, who wonders where science started, is a pastoral
elder at Waterloo Christian Reformed Church and a retired
psychology professor.

GENESIS BEGINS IN WONDER and mystery. We learn of God’s creation
and provision for this world. We discover his care for the creatures he
made, especially humans. And we hear how sin entered the Garden of
Eden. These events frame our understanding of the rest of Scripture.
But there are other stories we tend to overlook. Take Cain. Once he
kills Abel, we tend to lose track of him, as if he simply drifts away.
But Genesis tells us much about Cain’s sin, subsequent life and descendants, and I believe his story holds special relevance for us today.
You know the basic points: Cain murders Abel. God punishes Cain
by exiling him, but also still shows love by putting a protective sign
on him so that others will not kill him in turn. However, it is the following verses (Gen. 4:17–24) that particularly interest me for their
implications for us today.
For here we find the beginning of civilization, and perhaps surprisingly
it is Cain and his descendants from which it springs. While Cain builds
the first city, his offspring Lamech and his three sons develop multiple
important aspects of civilization: Jabel sets up tents and herds livestock,
Jubal is the first musician and their half brother Tubalcain makes tools

from bronze and iron.
Contrast this with Adam and
Eve’s other family line, which
starts with Seth and goes to Noah
(Gen. 5:1–32). There is no mention of civilization. Only individuals’ ages are listed, and in the
seventh generation Enoch walks
with God and God takes him.
EXPECT GIFTS
What does it mean that the arts,
all technology and implicitly science itself find their beginnings
in a line that has been exiled and
contains two murderers (Cain and
Lamech)? The other line, which
will eventually lead to the birth of
the Son of God, shows no particular skills or abilities to develop
the advances that have blessed
us all. Imagine a worship service
without music, or life without
metal. All these things can, and
unfortunately are, used for evil
but we also use them to praise

God and to improve our lives.
God’s blessings clearly flow
even to those who do not explicitly
worship him and may have turned
away from him. Science has often been seen as conflicting with
our understanding of the Bible.
Galileo and Darwin provide two
examples where, at least initially,

(or never get to even learn) how to
cultivate an inner life that is grounded in stillness and calm, or how to
be open to what in-person encounters can unexpectedly bring.
DCS: Can you share a few practices for living faithfully in a digital age? What role does the church
have in this?
FWS: Creating sacred spaces
and times can be a productive exercise to practice. Cultivating a
sacred space for rest (e.g., a bedroom) or communion (e.g., a dining table) is a positively-directed
way of building a life that honours
who we are as human beings. It
isn’t so much about “getting rid” of
technologies, but more about protecting the depths of our rest and
celebrating the precious times we

can enjoy with each other over a
meal. Committing to sacred times,
like fifteen tech-free minutes after
we first wake up (or before we go
to bed), similarly signals to ourselves the significance of being
wholly grounded in our own being
during those waking or resting moments.
Theologies of time, embodiment
and communion can help ignite
the imagination about what is sacred and deserving of protection
in our experience of personhood.
Churches can encourage members to identify and cultivate sacred spaces and times in their own
households, but also consider what
aspects of life together as a church
community are deserving of such
freedom from the digital as well.
DCS: Do you have any advice
for Christians involved in designing new digital technologies?
FWS: I hope creators of tech can
stay curious as to how assumptions
about the human condition are built
into the ways we define problems
to solve or limits to overcome. As
people of faith, we must honestly
grapple with what aspects of our
human condition are a part of our
status as creatures (and therefore,
not God) and which aspects of our

SACRED LIFE IN
A DIGITAL AGE
Derek Schuurman |

derek@calvin.edu

Derek is a professor at Calvin University where he helps equip
future computer scientists.

What follows is a conversation I
had with Felicia Wu Song, Professor of Sociology at Westmont
College about her recent book,
Restless Devices.
DCS: What motivated you to
write Restless Devices?
FWS: Over the past few years,
more and more of us have felt
overwhelmed and exhausted by
the digital demands in our lives.
And despite how much we may
want to reduce the pervasiveness
of the digital in our lives, most
of us feel stuck. Restless Devices
emerged out of a desire to offer a
sociological description of how
external forces make it difficult for
individuals to exact real change
in their digital lives, and explores
how the theological resources and
practices of historical Christianity
can help us imagine a path forward
18
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for living more deeply into our personhood.
DCS: Your book suggests that
technologies shape us through the
habits they foster. What are some
examples of this?
FWS: The sheer ubiquity of
devices and digital services has
normalized the state of being permanently connected. Not only
are more of us almost constantly
checking our screens, but even
when we aren’t looking at a screen,
we’ve cultivated a mode of consciousness that is always aware
and curious about what is transpiring online.
Similarly, because our devices offer a constant stream of novel content and stimulation, we can grow
accustomed to relying on them
when we are bored, feel awkward,
or simply want to avoid any social
interactions. We can come to forget
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"The Destruction of Tyre" by John Martin
(1840, Toledo Museum of Art).

the church had trouble seeing the
richness of creation that modern
science brings to us. We now see
the cosmos as more extensive and
grander than an earlier earth-centered version. And the science of
evolution describes a richness of
the origins of life which reveals a
Creator who endows his creation
with endless possibilities.
The gifts of Cain’s family
make me wonder what we can
learn from the gifts God gives
to our secular world. Are there
things we in the church need to
listen to from the social sciences? Will these findings also shape
our understanding of Scripture
in initially painful but ultimately enriching ways? Where is the
Spirit working today and leading
us? I can only hope we seek out
the gifts of God wherever they
appear.

human condition deserve thoughtful intervention in undoing the
harm and inequalities rendered by
the brokenness and tragedies of our
world. While it is natural to draw
from one’s own experience to define problems and seek solutions,
I encourage engineers and computer scientists to spend more time
bearing witness to a wide range of
people’s experiences in order to be
fully aware of how technologies
might differently impact a wide
range of people’s lives.
DCS: Thanks for sharing your
insights – and for your book. Engineers need sociologists like yourself to help us discern how to best
shape the digital world!
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Bob Bruinsma |

bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Bob is a retired Professor of Education (The King's University) living in Edmonton.

AS MENTIONED IN my previous
column, the Canons of Dort
(1619) were formulated as an
orthodox Calvinist response to
purported errors in theology
taught by Jacob Arminius (1560
– 1609). Although the theological
differences between Arminians
and Calvinists were (and are)
complicated, they fundamentally
hinge on different claims about
the sovereignty of God.
Calvinists claim that God is
in complete control of what
happens in the universe, and
God’s will is the final cause of
all things. God’s sovereignty is
unconditional and absolute. All
things are predetermined by the
pleasure of God’s will. Because
of humans’ historical fall into
sin, humanity is genetically

incapable of performing any good
act, including the acceptance
or rejection of God’s offer of
salvation. They are thus totally
depraved and dead in sin. Free
will is an illusion and God has
determined before the foundation
of the world who will be saved
and who will be lost.
Arminians, on the other hand,
claim that God is sovereign but
has freely chosen to limit his
control in correspondence with
human freedom and response.
Thus, God’s decrees concerning
the saved and unsaved are
associated with foreknowledge
of human response and not
necessarily predestined by God’s
own planning. Although humans
have inherited a corrupted nature,
they retain the image of God,

WHERE’S JESUS?
Tom Wolthuis |

tomwolthuis@gmail.com

Dr. Thomas is a CRC pastor serving as the English pastor of the
Chinese Church of Iowa City. He has been a campus minister, institute president, professor, pastor, and church planter. His Biblical
Studies podcasts are at www.geneva-ui.org.

WHEN 19 CHILDREN AND TWO TEACHERS are murdered we cry, where’s
Jesus? When a white supremacist kills 10 African Americans in a supermarket, where’s Jesus? When nations wage war bringing death, destruction, famine, homelessness and economic chaos, where’s Jesus? When
loved ones suffer from cancer or mental illness, where’s Jesus?
One might treat this question as a theological one and answer that
Jesus is in heaven at the right hand of God. Is the Reformed emphasis
on the Lordship of Christ enough to answer the cry of our hearts?
UNSOLVED PUZZLES
The problem of evil, pain and suffering is one the Bible never fully
answers. The serpent-tempter is a mystery. Later depictions of evil
as the Devil or Satan have no Biblical backstory, even though many
have tried to add one. Evil is an aberration beyond our understanding.
We know the pain of evil, and that in our human rebellion against
God, we are responsible for unleashing it. We fight God and our neighbour in war, violence, racism, sexism and xenophobia. We spread
hatred and division. In our greed we produce poverty and economic
chaos. We are ill because we are out of alignment with God’s world.
Sexual abuse by church leaders dishonours the name of Christ.
Christian nationalism and militant Christianity distort the Gospel. In
the name of Christ people express hatred.
@ChrCourier
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and through “prevenient grace”
God has removed the ultimate
consequence of Adam’s sin by
the Holy Spirit, who enables
persons to respond (positively
or negatively) to God’s call to
salvation.
GOD IS NOT BOUND BY TIME
What should we make of these
competing claims? In previous
CC columns I’ve mentioned that
many controversial theological
doctrines (including Calvinist
ones) seem to assume that
God exists in time as we do.
Of course, God’s sovereignty
would be greatly limited if God
is bound by the constraints of
time. Suggesting that past and
future apply to God eliminates
the very sovereignty of God
that Calvinists are so keen on
defending. Any talk of God’s
actions before the “foundation of
the world” are meaningless since
God is not subject to time.The
medieval philosopher Boethius
argued that God is a timeless
entity. Past and future only make

Some hate the church. In
China, Christian churches and
schools have been closed with
Christian leaders imprisoned, social media accounts closed and
the use of God’s name blocked.
Where’s Jesus?
SEARCHING FOR A PRIEST
The readers of the Book of Hebrews were being rejected by
society, mocked and harassed for
their faith. They were struggling

"Seven Seals" by Oleksandr Antonyuk (used
with permission).

Lightstock.

A DOCTRINE OF TIME

sense for limited human beings,
and God allows free will to exist
in time.
There is no question that we
humans experience our timebound lives as being filled with
choices. We know that our free
will is not absolute. It is bound
by our human limitations,
affected by our life histories
and opportunities (as well as
obstacles not of our own making)

and finally by the mysterious
movement of God’s spirit in our
lives. Without any remnant of
free will and agency, humans
are reduced to automatons and
the concept of responsibility
becomes meaningless. Total
depravity? We are sinful, broken
creatures, but each of us still has,
by the grace of God, the ability to
respond positively or negatively
to God’s call to salvation.

and tempted to compromise.
They were losing hope. Who and
where was Jesus?
The author of Hebrews writes,
“Therefore, since we have a great
high priest who has ascended into
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to empathize
with our weaknesses, but we
have one who has been tempted
in every way, just as we are – yet
he did not sin" (Heb. 4:14-15).
In pain, the writer thinks of
the strange priest Melchizedek.
Melchizedek (king of righteousness in name; king of Salem
(“peace”), later Jerusalem, in title)
gets only three verses in the Abraham story: He brings bread and
wine to commemorate Abram’s
victory over the foreign kings, he
blesses Abram and Abram gives
him a tithe. Later Melchizedek is
referenced in the Jerusalem royal
coronation Psalm 110, a coronation
Hebrews says was given to Jesus.
Jesus is superior to the Hebrew
High Priest and of a more univer-

sal order. Jesus brings the Father’s
blessing to us in his body and blood,
bread and wine. He brings us before
the Father as our High Priest.
OUR INTERCESSOR
Where’s Jesus? He is representing us before the Father. What
is Jesus doing? He is continuing
his Gethsemane prayer for us. He
knows us. He knows our weakness and pain. He knows our evil.
In the face of evil and pain,
prayers are not enough, but it is
where we need to start. In our
helplessness we pray to our ultimate helper. This prayer empowers us to action that is not militant, not destructive of others, not
selfish or hating. When we pray
in weakness, we show grace and
mercy to the weak and honour the
name of God.
We need a priest. We are the
priests the world needs. “Let us then
approach God’s throne of grace
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help
us in our time of need” (Heb. 4:16
NIV). Jesus intercedes.
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YAHWEH TAKES ON MAMMON
Growing tomatoes under the shadow of the ‘empire.’ |
EARLIER THIS YEAR, the price of
an average house in Hamilton
Ontario, where I live, crossed
the million dollar threshold. In
fact, we are on pace for the average house to be two million in
three or four years. Statisticians
are saying that only the wealthiest five percent of Canadians can
buy a house here. For a 20-something not yet on the housing market, this is very bad news.
From gasoline to groceries to
garments, costs everywhere are
going up, up and away. While
this is nerve-wracking for many
of us, it ought not be a surprise.
We live under the Rule and Reign
of the Empire of Never-Enough,
where the underlying worldview
is that the economy grows. This
is simply how the machine of
capitalism functions, my husband who studied business tells
me. It ought never stagnate, and
heaven-forbid it shrink. When we
committed to capitalism, up, up
and away is what we signed up
for. So what does fiscal responsibility look like in this time?
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Nina Schuurman-Drenth

The Sermon on the Mount, where
Jesus teaches the crowds what to
expect under the Rule and Reign
of Christ, has a teaching on finances at the center. “You cannot be a slave both to God and
to μαμωνᾷ,” Jesus says (Matt.
6:24). Interestingly, this word
μαμωνᾷ, (anglicized as Mammon) is sometimes merely translated as money, but it is actually
not the typical Greek word for
currency (νόμισμα); rather, it is
a transliteration of an Aramaic word. Scholars have mused
about whether Matthew chose to
keep this word in the Aramaic so
as to personify Mammon; in this
passage, “God is pitted against
Mammon, reminiscent of ancient
Israelite showdowns between
Yahweh and the false idols of the
world,” writes New Testament
scholar Jonathan Pennington.
With this in mind, Jesus’ financial advice is simple: if you
don’t want to be in service to
something, don’t invest in it. “Do

not store up treasures for yourself on the earth,” he teaches. Do
this so that you don’t fall into the
trap of worshiping Mammon instead of Yahweh, but also for an
even more practical reason: don’t
store up earthly treasures because
“moth and rust destroy them, and
thieves penetrate by digging and
stealing” (Matt. 6:19).
In other words, “money is a
matter unstable,” as scholar Dale
Allison writes. This is the truth
that is being unveiled in our time,
as we doomcast about a recession, wonder when the housing
bubble will pop, all while the
climate-disaster clock ticks, and
urbanites pass by encampments
of unhoused persons while they
walk the dog. Up, up and away,
Mammon promised. But this
was always an economy built on
sand. And as Jesus foretells about
households built on sand at the
close of his sermon, “the rain descends and the rivers flood in and
the winds blow and beat upon the
house, and it falls, and its fall is a
great one” (Matt. 6:27).

"Empire | Ecosystem” mixed media collage by Nina Schuurman-Drenth.

THEREFORE, DON’T WORRY
This all seems terrifying, doesn’t
it? Looking these dark realities in
the face can bring up emotions of
fear, shame and anxiety. There is
plenty of evidence that the correct response should be despair.
Which is why it is fascinating
that immediately following this
teaching of Jesus’ on Mammon,
he goes on to say “therefore . . .
do not worry” (Matt. 6:25).
Jesus is not gaslighting us; he
is not saying “don’t worry, because it’s actually not that bad.”
Jesus is not spiritually bypassing
us; he is not saying “don’t worry,
just ignore the bad and focus on
the good.” Jesus is not shaming
us; he is not saying, “don’t worry,
and if you do worry, you’re a bad
person.”
Jesus is inviting us into the Rule
and Reign of Christ, where we be-
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gin to foster a muscular hope that
there is an alternative way to live
in resistance to the Empire of Never-Enough. He’s inviting us into a
community of people, plants and
animals who cultivate relational
enoughness through shared resources and compassionate generosity. He is ultimately inviting us
into a whole New Earth, where no
one needs to worry because everyone has enough.
PLANTING GARDENS IN EXILE
So how do we live as members of
the New Earth amidst the Empire
of Never-Enough? The prophet
Jeremiah’s advice to God’s people living under the Babylonian
Empire was simple: “plant gardens,” he said (Jer. 29:5).
Last spring, we grew our own
tomato seedlings from a packet
of seeds and ended up with far
more seedlings than we anticipated. We planted all of them in
our plot at the local community
garden and by early August, we
had far more tomatoes than we
ever knew what to do with. We
made tomato sauce, tomato salsa,
tomato soup for the freezer, and
even then: there was far more
than we could ever eat.

One day out of desperation to
keep up with the bountiful harvest, I started putting tomatoes
in ziplocks to pass around to
friends. Standing in my kitchen I
suddenly realized: I was catching
a glimpse of the New Earth. No
one needs to worry because everyone has enough – more than
enough. Abundance.
I don’t have financial advice for
fellow renters unsure how to live
amidst the housing crisis. I don’t
know which stocks to buy or how
much to invest right now. The
sandy foundation is starting to
collapse and I’m not sure what the
ethics are. But if you’re looking
for direction in these strange, dark
days – maybe plant a garden.

Nina Schuurman-Drenth
Nina lives in Hamilton,
Ontario which is the
traditional territories
of the Attawandaron,
Anishinaabe, and Haudenosaunee peoples. She
is a recent graduate of
Wycliffe College’s Masters
of Divinity program.
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by 1.6708
inches
- can that be To submit your ad or view
our Media Kit visit:
Quality Refinishing
simplified?
Gerritsen
Regional Rd. #81
send itindividually
greyscale
ones in5529
proper
.pdfs when I www.christiancourier.ca/advertise
Meeting Will
you where
matters. and also Jerry
Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3
know these are ok.
Contact: ads@christiancourier.ca
Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702
They are currently for the second issue of the month but can put 4 in one
issue and 4 in another or so when there are two issues in the month.

The Christian funeral is
a procession of faith.
“…if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved.”— ROMANS 10:9 ESV

Let us walk with you and share the
Faith-Link difference.
REV - SPOT - COATED

Pantone 300 C (100%)
Pantone 300 C (65%)
Pantone 300 C (55%)
Pantone 136 C (100%)
White

It’s comforting to come home.
Rick Ludwig

Kayla Ruggi

Diane Russell

Garnet van Popta

1-800-737-8275 | kitchingsteepeandludwig.com/faithlink

COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC
201-1040 south service rd

@ChrCourier

ChrCourier

TITLE:
CLIENT:

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

DATE:

www.compasscreative.ca

DESIGNER(S):

KSL_Logo_REV_SPOT_Coated
Kitching, Steepe, and Ludwig
July 2014
Joel Reynolds

CHRISTIANCOURIER.CA

|

JULY 11, 2022

21

Classifieds

ANNIVERSARIES
ROORDA, Frank & Jane
Sharing our Joy: All Praise to our Heavenly Father!
You have blessed our parents and grandparents Frank
and Jane Roorda (nee Span). They will be celebrating
their 65th wedding anniversary on July 27, 2022 D.V.

Investment Opportunity

Located on New Street in Burlington, Ontario

Celebrating with them, Jake and Sally Roorda, Rob
and Elaine Roorda, Anita and Ron Hoekstra. Mark
and Milly Roorda, Darren and Beverly Roorda, 17
Grandchildren and spouses and 31 great grandchildren. We thank-you Lord for all the years of love
and support and for holding everyone’s lives in your
hands.

Offering promissory notes
Investment
100,000 – 499,999
500,000 – 999,999
1,000,000 and up

Interest (2-year term)
4¼%
4½%
5%

For further information, including longer term rates:
John Dekker (Treasurer) • 905-637-9799 johnbdekker@gmail.com
Clarence Plas (Accountant) • 905-639-6412 clarenceplas1@gmail.com
www.maranathagardens.ca

Residing at 250 Country Hills Drive, Apt 1103, Kitchener, ON N2E 3L9

VEENSTRA, Leo & Jane
65th Wedding Anniversary - Married August 2, 1957, in
Wyoming, Ontario
Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labour in
vain. Psalm 127:1a
It is with great joy that in God’s faithfulness and blessings
that we celebrate this wonderful occasion with our parents.
Their children include,
Sally & Jake Roorda (Kitchener, ON),
Jane & John Huizinga (Hamilton, ON),
Dave & Christine Veenstra (Sardis, B.C.),
Brenda & Jeff VanDyk (New Dundee, ON)
along with 13 Grandchildren and 29 Great Grandchildren!
An Open House will be held in their honour on August 6, 2022, at Community Christian
Reformed Church from 2:00pm – 4:00pm.The church is located at 1275 Bleams Rd. Kitchener, ON N2E 3X6.
Correspondence can be sent to:
222 Old Country Place
Kitchener, ON. N2E 3A4
Best wishes only please!

VAN VELDHUISEN, Dick & Kathy
Dick and Kathy Van Veldhuisen (Modler) are thankful to
be celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary with family
and friends on Saturday July 2nd at the Moose McGuire’s
Restaurant 3rd floor banquet room in the Tall Ships Landing Coastal Resort on Broad Street, Brockville.
Correspondence, 14 Bayview Road Brockville Ontario
K6V 5S1

IF YOU HAVE DECIDED IN YOUR

TO GIVE

w e c an h el p!
800.267.8890 ext. 217 or info@csservices.ca

22

JULY 11, 2022

|

CHRISTIAN COURIER

heart

RENTALS
COTTAGE RENTAL
Quaint 3 Bedr. Cottage available for Season 2023. Located in Prince Edward County, Ontario,
overlooking Sandbanks Provincial Park. Situated directly on Lake, Ideal for swimming, boating
and Gorgeous evening views of Sunsets. No Pets Call Pat, at 905 630-7674.

Classifieds

OBITUARIES
IJZERMAN, Margaretha (Margaret) Maria

HOGETERP, Gerald

Margaret IJzerman (nee Spoelstra), age 94, formerly of Mississauga, ON residing at Holland Christian Homes in Brampton,
ON, was called home to be with her Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ on June 8, 2022. Margaret was born on April 26, 1928 in
Leeuwarden, the Netherlands and came as a visitor to Canada in
1954. It was during her visit to Canada that she met her future
husband Klaas IJzerman.

Surrounded by his loving family, Gerald (Gerrit) Hogeterp, a child of God’s creation and redemption, went to be at home with the Lord on June 16. He leaves behind his beloved wife of
56 years, Jackie, and their dear children and grandchildren, Henry (Brennan and Laura, Ariel,
Kina, and Jared), Mike and Michelle (Jocelyn, Seth and Marisca, and Zoë), Paul and Stacia
(Winona and Enye) and Jane and Dan. Preceded in death by brother Henry, sisters Grace,
Wilma and Alice, sisters-in-law Maaike and Rita and brothers-in-law Douwe and Jerry. Gerald will be missed by his beloved Hogeterp family Ralph, Minke, Ted and Betty, Wietse, Trudy and John, Simon, Jake and Ingrid, Sam and Jessie Anne, and Corrie, and his dear brothersin-law and sisters-in-law in the Groenewegen family Ted and Jane, Nellie and John, John and
Aria, Marian and Ward, Louisa and Bob, and Earl.

Margaret completed her schooling in the Netherlands and graduated as a medical technologist
pursuing her vocation in both the Netherlands and Canada. She was an active member of the
ClearView (formerly Clarkson) CRC and served on many committees in the Christian schools
her children attended. Margaret had many hobbies including traveling and attending baroque
and classical music concerts. She was a gifted weaver and was a proud member of the Mississauga Weavers’ Guild. The foundation of her life was her unwavering faith in Jesus and she
depended on Him daily for wisdom and guidance to navigate the challenges of life.
She is preceded in death by her loving husband of 54 years Klaas IJzerman. She will be
missed by her four children, Aleida IJzerman, Anthony (Sue) IJzerman, Janet (Frank)
Wielemaker and Marian IJzerman; nine grandchildren, Margaret Jakubowski, Erika
Jakubowski, Jarrod IJzerman, Moira IJzerman, Caleb (Chelsea) IJzerman, Alicia Wielemaker, Jesse Wielemaker, Andre (Emily) Wielemaker and Caleb (Hannah) Wielemaker; her
great granddaughter, Charlotte Wielemaker; extended family, Heritage Fellowship CRC
church family and many friends.
A celebration of life service was held for Margaret on June 13, 2022 at Glen Oaks Funeral Home
Chapel. Correspondence: Aleida IJzerman, 121 Prince Charles Drive, Oakville, ON L6K2E1
Those who know your name trust in you, for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who
seek you. Psalm 9:10 (NIV)

Gerald was born in Sneek, Fryslan on March 11, 1942. His parents and their eleven children
immigrated to Canada in August 1952. The challenges of early life gave him a passion for
justice throughout his life. He was ordained in the Christian Reformed Church as a pastor in
1969, and together he and Jackie served five churches in Canada, in High River, Chilliwack,
Saskatoon, Ottawa, and Woodstock. The last years of their ministry were spent in Nigeria,
where he worked with churches doing HIV and AIDS education. The great joys of his life
were preaching the Gospel of Jesus and singing great music of western culture.
The family would like to thank the medical staff at Juravinski Hospital, especially Dr. Tom
Kouroukis and Nurse Practitioner Karen West, the staff and residents of Wellingstone Christian Home for their encouragement and support, the palliative home care team, especially
Zubeida and Ramandeep, and the staff at St. Peter’s Hospital for the loving care given to Gerald during his last days. Words cannot describe how thankful Jackie is to her children for their
love, help and tremendous support, especially in these last three months. In lieu of flowers,
please send donations to the Cancer Assistance Program or World Renew.

HOGETERP, Clarence
Clarence Hogeterp was a loving husband, father, grandfather, brother, and friend. He left this
world suddenly on June 3 at age 76.Clarence was born in the Friesland province of the Netherlands to John and Patricia Hogeterp May 21, 1946. As a toddler he immigrated to Ontario,
Canada with his family. After graduating from high school, Clarence attended Calvin College
and earned a degree in English. Clarence met Pati, his wife of almost 53 years when he dialed
a wrong phone number and she picked up the phone. They connected in that moment and
spent a beautiful lifetime together raising three children. He had a deep love for his siblings,
children, their spouses, and his seven grandchildren. As a Pake he was a playful, loving man
of faith who gave the biggest hugs, and saw the specialness of each of his grandchildren.
Clarence spent his career listening, encouraging, teaching, and advising, first in his insurance
and financial planning career and later in his dream job as the owner of Redux Books. In
addition to his love of books he loved hiking, camping, and biking and he created years of
memories outdoors with family and friends. When you met Clarence you felt his attention,
care, and love. He asked questions, listened, and if you wanted, he gave wonderful advice.
Clarence shared his wisdom of the thousands of books he had read and owned, he might tell
you a story about hiking rim to rim in “the big ditch”, or you might be lucky enough to hear
one of his charming jokes. His sense of humor and ability to play with words could delight or
ignite a feeling of, as Clarence would say, “sa·cré bleu”!
Clarence was preceded in death by his parents, John and Patricia Hogeterp, siblings, Henry,
Martha, and Siebe, and his granddaughter, Anneke. He leaves behind his wife Pati, his children, Kevin (Melanie), Kristin, and Joshua (Jessie), grandchildren Jared, Caleb, Tatiana,
Nathan, Rowen, and Winnie as well as his siblings Peter, Rose, and Hazel, sister-in-law
Michelle (Tom) and many nieces, nephews and treasured friends.
You can join his family in celebrating Clarence’s life and legacy during his memorial service this Saturday, June 11 at 2:00pm at Eastern Avenue CRC, 514 Eastern Ave SE, Grand
Rapids. Visitation, also at Eastern Avenue CRC, will be on Friday, June 10 from 5-7pm and
on Saturday before the service, 1:00-1:45pm.
In lieu of flowers please consider a gift to World Renew; 8970 Byron Commerce Dr SW,
Byron Center, MI 49315.
@ChrCourier
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CANADIAN SUMMER
PSALM 23

black dog and dementor
I have ever faced.
You wash my hair in the lake.
My tin camp cup overflows.

John Terpstra
John is a Hamilton, Ontario poet, writer and carpenter.

Loving God, to whom
we flock, from whom
I wander,
I have most everything
I want, my needs
are more than simply
met,
you’ve more than simply earned
my trust.
You invite my tired bones
to lie down in the grass,
and enjoy…
You take me to your favourite
camping spot
by the lake
to watch the water’s surface
turn to glass
at sunset.
You restore
spirit and soul
with tree and leaf,
with sand and soil and rock,
cloud and breeze.
You lead me
ever on
the narrow path
that is blazed for my feet
through the wood of this world.
You keep me on track,
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for your own sake
your own reasons
which I see
but dimly and fleetingly
between the trees.
Ha! yet even though
I go barefoot
through the darkest parts
with only shadows
for company
and squeeze myself
between the rock
of my mortality
and the hard place
of never ever wanting to leave
life and its beauty
behind
I swallow my fear
of anything bad happening
because you’re here:
your carved walking stick
and your trusty hatchet
are a comfort.
You gather firewood
and prepare
a veritable banquet
of wild edibles
in the presence
of every demon

CHRISTIAN COURIER

I can hardly believe
how confident
I now feel
that this goodness
and the mercy that falls
like a light rain
with the sun shining through
will accompany and surround me
all the days I have left to live
and I will dwell
with my friends
inside the tent
of my wilderness guide
and Lord
forever,
and the circle
will be unbroken
around the campfire,
and there will be no more pain
or sorrow
on all your holy mountain
or in the streets of this city
or in Kamloops
or Ukraine
and we will sit on tree stumps
together again
rapt with joy
listening to the sounds
of creation restored
singing folk songs
and gazing into
the pentecostal flames.

We asked for your favourite summer-time spot! Here’s a small, cross-Canada sample of the photos that came in (clockwise from top right): Bill
Dykstra’s daughter fishing at the family cottage in Bob’s Lake, Ontario, a
place he has loved for 35 years; Ruth Ann Schuringa canoe camping in Algonquin Provincial Park; Esther Stubb’s daughters searching for puffins in
Bonavista, Newfoundland this June; Summer solitude at Jenny & Dennis
DeGroot’s Swallowtail Farm near Fort Langley, B.C.; and Lisa Snodderly’s
grandson on the shore of Lake Superior. Find more photos on our website
at christiancourier.ca.

