
11  |  Animal escapism 18  |  Fitness, fun, future 24  |  Reckless Putin

Christ-centred. Creative. Canadian. 

 A Reformed Monthly   $5.0076th Year of Publication  |  March 14, 2022  |  No. 3135

MAIL TO:

PM
# 

40
00

99
99

 R
93

75

Continued on page 2

Stronks hadn’t planned on go-
ing. But when he heard that a 
local contractor was sending a 
cement truck, he suddenly felt 
compelled to go; he caught the 
convoy in Thunder Bay. 

 “There were only three or four 
towns that first day, but in those 
towns it was crowded. There were 
people all along the walks, flags 
everywhere, just so much excite-
ment and pure joy. You didn’t see 
masks, you just saw people. It felt 
surreal.” When they rolled into 
Sault Ste. Marie it was 11:30 pm 
and still the roadside was packed 

TWO OF MY COUSINS WERE IN OTTAWA when the trucks rolled in 
at the end of January. Wayne Stronks was setting up camp on Slater 
street after completing the 4500 km drive from Smithers, BC. Daniel 
Perry was logging into work-from-home video calls, his downtown 
office closed amidst the uncertainty. I, like many Canadians, was 
nervously reading any article I could find with “freedom” or “trucks” 
in the title, eager to get a glimpse of what was going on. 

Maybe I should just call one of them? I hadn’t talked to either cousin 
in more than 10 years and I wasn’t sure I wanted to. Enough families 
are fracturing over politics these days. Why go looking for trouble? 
But state-of-emergency after state-of-emergency was called, and I 
knew it was time to pick up the phone. I said a prayer and dialed.

 “The first thing this trip did is it allowed people to see that they 
weren’t alone,” explained Stronks from the cab of his truck. He was 
back home in Smithers after spending January 29 to February 6 pro-
testing in Ottawa. He’d put his own electrician business on hold to 
be there. 

Talking to Christians about the truckers’ convoy to Ottawa.  
Meghan Kort

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article is 
based on a group Zoom interview 
that took place on February 17th. 
Ian, Jake and Jocelyn each rep-
resent a different perspective on 
covid-19 vaccination.  

IAN’S FATHER, 78, won’t get vac-
cinated, which greatly concerns 
Ian’s vaccinated brother. “That 
whole internal processing of com-
plex, simultaneous and competing 
priorities is a challenge we’re all 
facing,” Ian, a 41-year-old from 
Ontario, said. Ian has not received 
the covid vaccine yet. Neither has 
Jocelyn, an Alberta resident who 
worries about the adverse effects 
of covid vaccines. 

Labels like “pro-vax,” “an-
ti-vax,” and “vaccine hesitant” are 
dividing families, churches and 
our nation. But they don’t have 
to. Christian Courier brought 

together three Christians from 
across Canada and across the vac-
cine spectrum to have a potential-
ly tense joint interview. In God’s 
grace, it turned out to be a fruit-
ful conversation. As Jake (who 
is fully vaccinated against covid) 
observed, a Christian posture of 
love and compassion is critical to 
addressing the polarization in the 
church and wider society: “My 
obligation to be present and car-
ing outweighs my obligation to be 
convincing.”  And that obligation 
starts with those close to us.

BEYOND THE CARICATURES   
Ian’s family was headed to Flor-
ida for a space shuttle launch in 
2020 when covid restrictions can-
celed their trip. As the new reality 
settled in, Ian wondered whether 
his work as a business consultant 

Continued on page 3

FEARS, LIES AND FREEDOM

Two years into the pandemic, three Canadians discuss 
vaccines.  |  Maaike VanderMeer

‘ON THE FLIP SIDE . . .’

Protestors occupied the streets of Ottawa for three weeks demanding an end to pandemic restrictions.
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CONVOY CONTINUED

with people waving flags.
Stronks described the joyful 

party atmosphere in Ottawa’s 
downtown. “I’ve never seen 
something so close to a utopian 
society.” 

He shared countless examples 
of people coming together to or-
ganize garbage collection, share 
meals and clean bathrooms. But 
I wanted to know more about his 
motivations for going. I couldn’t 
quite grasp why so many people 
would feel strongly enough to 
drop work, family and the com-
forts of home for political activ-
ism.

FEAR OR FRUSTRATION
When I’d spoken to my Ot-
tawa-based cousin, Daniel Perry, 
a consultant with Summa Strat-
egies and a former Conservative 
aide in the Senate, I asked if he 
thought fear of authoritarian gov-
ernment motivated the convoy. 

“I don’t think it’s a fear of an 
authoritarian regime or even a 
communist government for that 
matter. I think people are just tired 
of not being heard,” explained 
Perry, referring to the frustrations 
and exhaustion of living through 
a pandemic. 

That certainly could have been 
true for many of the protestors 
there, but not for Stronks. 

“Eighty-year-old ladies would 
come up to my truck and most of 
them had thick accents: Polish, 
East German, Russian.” Stronks 
says he was amazed to see them 
braving the freezing cold, deaf-
ening noise and large crowds. 
“These old ladies would come 
up to my truck say ‘thank you 
for coming, we’ve seen this be-
fore. We know why you’re here. 
Please don’t go.’” 

As Stronks described the im-
pact of these elderly women’s 
words, I began to get a clearer 
picture of his motivations for be-
ing there. Most people I know as-
sociate mask wearing and vaccine 
mandates with the common good, 
even if they are frustrated and an-
noyed with all the limitations on 
life. But for Stronks, these things 
are not just inconvenient, they are 
actually dangerous. If an oppres-
sive regime is at work, enforcing 
unjust policies based on carefully 
constructed lies, then protesting 
would be the only loving and 
compassionate choice. 

So I turned the conversation 
towards love. On February 3, Ray 
Elgersma, who lives in an apart-
ment within earshot of down-
town Ottawa wrote to Christian 
Courier, “What I would like to 
hear from my Reformed Chris-
tian brothers and sisters who are 
participating in this protest (yes I 
saw some of your trucks) is how 
you reconcile your actions with 
the foundations of our faith, to 
love God and our neighbours 
above all, and to live the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit - namely, love, 
joy, patience, peace, kindness, 
understanding?” When I read 
these words to my cousin, he took 
a deep breath and gathered his 
thoughts.  

“There was a sense that if this 
doesn’t work, we’re doomed,” 
explained Stronks. “If this doesn’t 
work the next stage involves pris-
ons, gulags and guns. And no-
body wants that stuff.” I could 
hear the sadness in his voice. “If 
this doesn’t help anything and we 
go into this tyranny, well at least 
we’ve done the absolute best that 
we can. We’ve exhausted all the 
other options.” 

I hadn’t heard anyone say this 
before. Of course, I’d read Face-
book comments making similar 
claims, but hearing it with my 
own ears from a familiar voice 
had a different impact. I wanted 
to tell him all the things I know 
to be true about the scientific pro-
cess and the challenges of policy 
making. But I urged myself to just 
listen. When someone believes 
they’ve been lied to, pummelling 
them with more information is 
only a clanging gong. 

  
CHRISTIANS IN THE CONVOY
When I asked Daniel Perry about 
the involvement of Christians on 
the streets of Ottawa, he had a dif-
ferent take. “A lot of the language 
we’ve been seeing at this pro-
test is not something that Chris-
tians would want to be associated 
with. There’s a lot of ‘F-Trudeau’ 
and some pretty hateful slang on 
signs.” From Perry’s perspective, 
the protest organizers mostly 
used Christian language to appeal 

At least 400 trucks were still parked in Ottawa's downtown
 during the final week of the protest.

to a bigger base. Likewise, the reliance on Christian crowdfunding 
site GiveSendGo was more about a convergence of right-wing values 
than shared faith. 

But of course, there were Christians in the crowd, and as Elgersma 
had observed, some of them attend Christian Reformed Churches, 
Stronks included. I decided to investigate some of the Christian 
imagery cropping up around the convoy. Stronks’ Facebook profile 
picture features semi-trucks surging between towering waves, an 
illuminated cross in the background. The parallels to the Biblical 
exodus story are overt. The image has been shared at least 10,000 
times on Facebook and incorporated into countless viral YouTube 
montages. An Alberta MLA’s tweet describing the image as “simply 
beautiful” received more than 1,700 comments.  

The artist, Hannah Dieleman said the imagery came out of a time 
of fasting and prayer, and felt like a gift directly from the Holy Spirit. 
“It doesn’t even feel like it was my own idea. It just came to me and 
flowed out of my hands. . .I believe that any time in history that people 
have been released from oppression and slavery, God is present. He 
is the God of freedom.” 

Hannah sees the convoy as a piece of a larger spiritual revival and 

talked about her own recent con-
version to Christianity. “It was 
about a year into this pandemic, 
of believing and following the 
rules, that the veil lifted for me. 
That’s when I saw through the 
lies. . . That’s the moment I finally 
cried out to God, that’s where he 
met me, and carried me through.” 

CAN WE OVERCOME THIS?
I mentioned to Dieleman that 
most Christians I know would 
find the image she made of-
fensive and she acknowledged 
that tension. Still she hopes that 
Christians can come together 
despite some of our deep dif-
ferences. “God is on the side of 
unity, peace, love and exposing 
the darkness – shedding light on 
the truth,” Dieleman affirmed. 
“No matter which side you’re on, 
‘they’ – the ‘others’ are not the 
enemy, Satan is. ‘We’ are not the 
truth, Jesus is.” 

Perry also ended our conver-
sation with words of hope for 
unity. “I think our country is at 
that point right now where there’s 
a lot of division, a lot of people 
are in pain, a lot of people are 
lost. So I think the church has an 
opportunity to listen and reach 
out to individuals and let them 
know that at this time there is a 
path forward.”

Now that the trucks are gone, 
it's tempting to think this is all 
over. But I think we would do 
harm to our churches by ignor-
ing the fears and hopes Stronks 
and Dieleman represent. If the 
church is a body, then amputa-
tion is not a good option. May 
we find emotional reserves in our 
pandemic-depleted tanks to listen 
well and uphold each other in 
prayer, no matter where we were 
when the trucks rolled in. 

Meghan Kort

Meghan is Assistant Editor 
of Christian Courier and 
lives in Terrace, B.C.
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Daniel Perry.

Wayne Stronks.

Stronks says he spent most of his days in Ottawa visiting with passersby on the street.

Sloboda means freedom in Serbian and Ukranian.
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Maaike VanderMeer 

Maaike is CC's Art and De-
velopment Manager. Her 
degree is in Intercultural 
Service and World Arts. 

would dry up. Jocelyn’s pandemic 
moment came when school closed 
and her children moved to virtual 
learning from home. Jake vividly 
remembers leaving work at the 
office in mid-March to stay home 
for two weeks. He asked cowork-
ers if they thought it would last 
longer: “Clearly we had no idea 
what we were in for.”

Jake is an engineer with the 
Ontario provincial government 
and his wife works in the health-
care sector. This prior involve-
ment in scientific research gave 
them confidence in the process 
that developed m-RNA vaccines. 
They were vaccinated as soon 
as possible and chose to have 
their children vaccinated. “The 
primary concern for us was the 
consequences of serious illness 
and death that we saw with covid,” 
particularly for the vulnerable, 
said Jake.  

Ian heard this message from the 
other side. “I’ve actually been told 
that I’m letting down the world 
by not getting the vaccine,” he 
said. He feels that the portrayal of 

“vaccine hesitant” puts an impos-
sible weight of responsibility on 
his shoulders. “When people put 
a label on me then they can treat 
me like a category rather than like 
a person.” Ian would call himself 
strongly pro-vaccine and also not 
vaccinated for covid yet “because 
the long-term results just aren’t 
there.” While they wait on the 
data they need before accepting 
the vaccine, Ian’s family follows 
the public health mandates “al-
most religiously,” with few excep-
tions. He laughed at the memory 
of wearing masks to the grocery 
store before it was mandated, ex-

VACCINES CONTINUED plaining repeatedly to store work-
ers, “I haven’t been traveling and 
I’ve been healthy. . .”

Jocelyn, a mother of four from 
Alberta, prefers “pro-informed 
choice” over the label of “an-
ti-vax.” Her digging into vaccine 
research started in 2013, as she 
saw the children of friends react 
negatively to vaccines. “We need 
to have all the information,” Joce-
lyn explained, including the risks 
and benefits of the covid vaccine 
and the risks and benefits of the 
virus. The problem is, she said, 
that at this point in time it’s im-
possible to have information on 
long term effects of the covid vac-
cine.  “It would be way easier to 
be vaccinated,” Jocelyn admitted, 

“not to be basically cast out from a 
part of society. I worry about that 
for our kids, but I feel convicted 
enough that this is where we’re 
standing. I’m not saying ‘never.’” 

KNOWN & UNKNOWN 
Jake is thankful to be one of over 
four billion people worldwide 
vaccinated against covid with 
mainly positive results. Can-
adians trust the combination of 
government regulation, trained 
professionals and corporations, 
whose due-diligence, in the case 
of the latter, is motivated by profit, 
in most other areas of life (and for 
the other medicines we take). “We 
don’t question the formulation of 
our rubber tires, or the training of 
the pilot on the airplane,” Jake ob-
served. Why would these vaccines 
be different? “I acknowledge your 
fear of the unknown,” Jake said 
to Jocelyn, “but we have known 
information at hand about covid 
consequences,” and there is rea-
son to fear the known. Statistics 
show unvaccinated people filling 

Intensive Care Units (ICUs) at higher percentages, making hospital 
beds unavailable for people needing urgent surgery. 

But for Jocelyn, trust is hard when messages around the vaccine have 
changed: the percentage of the population that needs to be vaccinat-
ed keeps increasing (“Where is the unvaccinated control group?” she 
asked), and vaccines are no longer about stopping transmission but a 
form of self-protection. Jocelyn knows people in her small town com-
munity who developed serious health issues after receiving the vaccine, 
including one woman whose side effects were medically confirmed to 
be related to it. Jocelyn contracted covid over a year ago herself, losing 
her smell for a few weeks. She is worried that re-injection every three 
to six months will increase potential adverse effects: “What’s been lost 
in this whole conversation, is that there is risk in the vaccine as well.” 

Ian sees “huge” short term benefits to the vaccine but says the “main-
ly” in “mainly positive” results deserves an asterisk. Or maybe several. 
With a career background as a chartered accountant who detects finan-
cial cheating, Ian doesn’t want potential risks to be generalized. “What 
are the risks? I’m not a medical person, and a simple observation is that 
a lot of decisions are made based on politics, not medicine.” Ian wants 
to see data on age, weight and health risk related to covid deaths. (Ian 
and Jake live in Ontario, but Jocelyn said data on age and comorbidities 
was shared in Alberta. “I felt that was really helpful and gave me per-
spective,” she said.)

More specifically, Ian wants an asterisk that makes explicit, “What 
statistics show are only the reported number of adverse reactions.” Can-
adians are expected to report adverse effects via their doctor or nurse, 
who fill out the Adverse Effects from Immunization form. Doctors 
cannot be held liable for citizens not reporting their own reactions, but 
Ian has another concern: the report depends on the doctor’s evaluation. 
What if a doctor doesn’t consider the reaction a side effect of the vac-
cine, and therefore doesn’t file it? (Research after the conversation con-
firmed that in Ontario and Alberta, doctors are required by law to report 
adverse effects. As of February 18, the government of Canada received 
these reports for five people out of every 10,000 vaccinated for covid.) 

Jake is impressed by how evidence is being collected, and how the 
evidence continues to inform the deployment of the covid vaccine even 
after its release. When data emerged from Europe that the AstraZeneca 
vaccine was reported to cause blood clots a month after Health Canada's 
initial authorization of the vaccine, provinces acorss Canada suspended 
its use for people who may have been at higher risk. “That was very re-
sponsive,” said Jake. “That speaks to the trustworthiness of the process 
if evidence of risk emerges.” 

WHERE DOES UNITY LIE? 
The question of vaccine position isn’t only about evidence. It is framed 
in identity language. This complicates the question of how someone 
might change their mind. Instead of identifying people by their vaccin-

ation status, we can treat them as 
individuals and children of God, 
said Jocelyn. “My pro-vax friends 
might impact his kingdom in a 
different way than I will. And I 
might reach other people because 
I’m more on the other side.” We 
can’t do everything, and Ian val-
ues those near him who chose the 
vaccine: “I just love the heart of 
people I know who say, ‘I want 
to have every person I know and 
every person I don’t know to be 
protected and honoured.’” 

Jake’s kids, and everyone else’s, 
ended up staying home from 
school much longer than the in-
itial two weeks. But not every-
thing has been bad. Ian, Jocelyn 
and Jake all count lockdown time 
with their families as a blessing. 
Far from closing, Ian’s business 
flourished during the pandemic. 
Jocelyn and her husband chose to 
transition their children fully to 
homeschooling – a decision she 
recognizes they are privileged 
to make. “Covid is the big thing 
right now,” Jake said, but maybe 
two years from now we’ll look 
back and marvel at “how things 
can divide people; how we build 
our walls around ourselves and 
our own opinions.” 

As the Zoom call ended, every-
one expressed the wish to meet 
in person – although maybe for 
a different conversation. The call 
ended as it began, with laughter 
and blessings over each other. 
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“MAN IS BORN BROKEN,” playwright Eugene O’Neill once wrote. “He 
lives by mending. The grace of God is glue.”

Mend was an important word in our fall campaign last year. But the 
truth is, mend has always been vital to our work. Christian Courier 
is a small publication with a huge vision. That’s why the verbs in our 
mission statement have such high hopes: we write to inspire, build, 
and influence. 

I’d like to reiterate, in this year of our Lord 2022, a verb underneath 
these others: repair. This verb goes back to this paper’s origins, and 
earlier; it’s at the root of a Reformed world and life view. We write to 
repair. We live by mending. 

Inspiring, building and influencing are all important, but there are 
times when brokenness threatens to overwhelm us. Sometimes we 
need community renewal before further action. Relationships might 
need repair before building is possible. And church restoration may 
need to precede our ability to influence culture for Christ. 

IN THIS ISSUE
We know that CC readers and writers hold different views on the issues 

KEEP MENDING
Angela Reitsma Bick | Editor
Angela, Editor of Christian Courier, is taking March off to mend from the 
after-effects of covid. 

Editorials

of the day, but we all agree on one core value: that God is at work in the 
world. That’s why, as Maaike VanderMeer says, there is always hope. 
“Even if the disagreements among us threaten to divide our country, 
still we hope. Redemptive journalism is the joyful task of wading 
through our differences and finding the currents of hope beneath the 
surface.” 

Wading through three different perspectives on covid vaccines is 
exactly what Maaike did on the front-page story. That conversation 
ended in smiles and the three interviewees blessing each other! Trying 
to understand all sides of the trucker’s convoy is what led Meghan to 
interview her cousins and an artist in B.C. for the other front page story. 

This is the holy season of Lent, in which Christians might “give 

up” something to help us remem-
ber the reality of death. But the 
pandemic has already been an 
exhausting experience of giving 
things up, Ross Lockhart points 
out on page 13. This Lent calls for 
something new – not “giving up” 
on life but starting new practices 
that grant joy and enliven our 
hope in Jesus Christ. How? Find a 
new way of seeing, Katie Munnik 
suggests (page 15).

Discover some better F-words, 
Sara Pot says (page 18) – family, 
fitness, fun, faith. 

Turn to Scripture, as Tom Wol-
thuis reminds us (page 19), es-
pecially as Easter approaches. 
Ephesians 2 proclaims that Jesus 
destroyed dividing walls of hostil-
ity through the cross! 

Current events remind us daily 
that the world is still broken. 

Even so, we live by mending. 
And God, in his great mercy, 

seals our every attempt with 
grace. 

WE ARE MORE DIVIDED THAN EVER, almost unable to share mean-
ingfully across differences of opinion. Whether on vaccine mandates, 
covid restrictions, gender identity, freedom of expression or a myr-
iad of other issues, we have become far too comfortable in our echo 
chambers.

Our relentless non-engagement with one another is reinforced, to-
day, by increasingly predictable patterns of discourse. Here I want to 
pick up on one such pattern – specifically, our deployment of fear to 
dismiss others and confirm what we already know must be true. My 
point isn’t that we deploy fear in the sense that we want others to be 
afraid. (That is relatively rare, I think.) Rather, I’m referring to our 
tendency to accuse our ideological opponent of being motivated by 
fear.

Fear is, of course, a powerful motivator. If you see flames shooting 
up in your kitchen, you will either run toward the fire with an extin-
guisher in your hand or dash out of the house toward safety. It’s fight 
or flight, with your heart pounding and your pulse racing.

Fear also motivates us when it isn’t necessarily a question of life or 
death. We may fear a loss of reputation, the prospect of sickness or the 
pain of loneliness. In the face of such fears, we are motivated toward 
decisions or actions that will stave off the thing we fear. Again, there’s 
nothing quite like fear when it comes to human motivation.

We also know that there may be something irrational about our 
fears; sometimes we are motivated by a fear of things that aren’t ac-
tually fearsome. This gets us closer to the accusation often deployed 
against those we disagree with, which may be expressed as follows: 
“You haven’t thought this through carefully; you’re just afraid.” In 
other words, “there is something irrational or illogical about your 

point of view.” It’s worth noting 
that this kind of dismissiveness is 
deployed all across the progres-
sive, moderate and conservative 
spectrum.

IN GOOD FAITH
You may hear it on the “right” 
against those who support lock-
down measures or vaccine man-
dates: “You’re just driven by fear. 
You’ve capitulated to the main-
stream media and their fear-stok-
ing ways.” This accusation repre-
sents a refusal to believe the other 
person may have considered the 
evidence and concluded that 
these pandemic measures make 
sense, all things considered. 
Those who support these meas-
ures may even be aware of fear as 
a motivation, and be working to 
put it in its place.

Quite differently, you may 
hear this accusation on the “left” 
against those who raise questions 
about contemporary approaches 
to gender identity (where this is 
dissociated from sex and con-
sidered fluid). “You’re just afraid 
of those who are different; fearful 
of those whose dress and self and 
way of being is unconventional.” 
Again, however, this accusation 
undermines the careful reflection 
of those on the more traditional 
side. They may love their queer 

neighbours but still question the wisdom of modern gender theories.
Whether expressed on the “right” or the “left,” the intention is the 

same: to undermine others by denying that their position could have 
been arrived at with care and in good faith. This approach goes hand in 
hand with self-satisfaction (“I would never let this kind of fear shape 
my views”) and dismissiveness (“I don’t need to waste my time with 
this person”). The result is a breakdown of conversation and trust.

HONEST CONVERSATION
Without question we are all, at times, motivated by fear. But perhaps 
the first place to look for fear is in ourselves, asking: “Where have I 
allowed my own fears to shut down an honest conversation or shut 
another out? How can I get beyond my fears to embrace curiosity?” Of 
others, we can ask: “I wonder why this person holds this view? What 
arguments have they found compelling? What good things are they 
trying to preserve? What can I learn from them?”

How different it would be if we allowed these difficult conversations 
to be shaped by honest curiosity. 

STAY CURIOUS 
Roland DeVries | rdevries@pcmtl.ca
Roland is Principal of The Presbyterian College, Montreal, and an Affiliate in 
the Faculty of Arts at McGill University. Roland and his wife Rebecca live in 
Montreal with their three children. 
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Letters

QUILTS FOR SURVIVORS
Tears are not enough (“Healing Quilts” by Erica Rozema, Jan. 
10). Thank you. 

Frances Algera

HOW CAN I HELP?
I saw the Christian Courier article this morning (“Healing 
Quilts” by Erica Rozema) and looked up the Quilts for Survi-
vors group. I have no quilting abilities, but I work in a small 
public school and have gotten my principal interested. If I could 
organize my school to do a fundraiser, we could raise money for 
the materials for one quilt. [It’s a] beautiful initiative! 

THE WRONG SOLUTION
I fail to understand why the political separatism of the 1980s 
within some circles in the Canadian CRC is still alive in the 
2020s (“Canadian classes called to special meeting,” by Kathy 
Vandergrift, Jan. 10). It is characteristic of a nostalgia of lost 
youth, especially in a time of pandemic, aging congregations, 
emptying pews. Yes, there is a social diversity between Canada 
and the United States, but that diversity also exists between On-
tario and the West, etc.

Lubbert VanderLaan

CONNECTING WITH GOD
Nature always makes me think about God and life at a much 
deeper level! (“When God meets you at the beach” by Courtney 
Westerhof, christiancourier.ca, Feb. 7). This experience never 
ceases to amaze me. 

KN Lulu

NEW SCRIPTURAL INSIGHTS
No mail, no newspaper after a blizzard, so I have time to express 
my appreciation for the last edition of Christian Courier. It hit 
me right where I am at present. I was delighted after serving 
on Christian Reformed Church disabilities for years to see your 
article on barriers (“Your Ramp Isn’t Enough” by Angela Reit-
sma Bick, Feb. 14). I have my own stories to tell about worship 
barriers and painful exclusions. And translations – I hope the 
First Nations are better at catching an author’s meaning than 
are our English versions (“Words Set Free” by Judith Farris). 
Thanks for keeping an old geezer’s wheels turning. I continue 
to love learning from Mr. Koyzis, et al, and I love to hear family 
histories (“The Tracks of Newcastle,” by Angela Reitsma Bick). 
May we continue to care for the disabled and try to keep up with 
new insights into Scripture. 

John Koole

AN AUTHOR RESPONDS
My most heartfelt thanks for the review which you recently 
published on my Curing Mad Truths (“Get back to where you 
once belonged” by Jonathan de Vries, Feb. 14). What you wrote 
is at the same time true to my intentions and crisply expressed.
My books can reach their potential audience almost exclusive-
ly through such channels. Hence their need for competent and 
open-minded reviewers.

Rémi Brague
Paris, France

JUDGE THE OLYMPICS BY GDP
We totally agree; we will not be following the 2022 Olympics 
(“Boycott the Beijing Olympics?” by Bob Bruinsma, Jan. 10). 
It’s not just the venue for this year’s Olympics, although holding 
the “games” in a totalitarian state doesn’t help. If there ever was 
a noble cause for these games, that ship sailed a long time ago. 
Amateurs have given way to professional athletes (ice hockey, 
for one), cheating (performance enhancing drugs), technology 
(swimwear, running shoes) and that strange rule that allows rich 

countries to offer near-instant citizenship to athletes from other 
countries. If athletes want to compete, let them do so without 
flying their native (or adopted) national flag and do away with 
playing national anthems.

Rather than ranking the countries that participate in these 
games by number of medals won, we propose the following: 
Give the top 10 winners points, instead of medals; Sum the 
number of points “won” by each country; Divide the total num-
ber of points by either the GDP of each country, its populations, 
or a combination of the two.

Tjalle T (“Chuck”) and Evelyn Vandergraaf
Pinawa, MB

OLYMPIC REPENTANCE 
Great piece, Bob. You rightly point our attention to an array of 
problems in the larger Olympic movement, practice and organi-
zation, and not just problems with China holding the Olympics 
2022. The Olympics, as a movement playing out today and his-
torically, should serve as a lens through which we can bring into 
focus and interpret our larger culture and socioeconomic way of 
life. Repentance and change is the order of the day, which ap-
parently is a vocation of the church. Thanks for doing your part.

John Hiemstra

VACCINE PROMISES
You forgot to mention that the vaccines did not provide the 
protection that was promised, and therefore were not ethical to 
mandate. No mandate, no protest (“Thou shalt not besiege the 
capital” by Curt Gesch, online Feb. 7). The law protects, but 
sometimes humans make unjust laws.

Brandon VandenDool

POLLUTION & PARLIAMENT
I understand the truckers’ disgust with Trudeau’s Liberal Gov-
ernment. There is something wrong with their political agen-
da [which has] created mistrust of authority and the media. We 
need catalytic converters that will keep harmful emissions free 
of political correctness and select competent members for gov-
ernance. I’m disappointed with the leaderless Conservatives 
too. At the time of writing the government has introduced the 
Emergency Act using reasonable grounds to restore safety for 
Canadian citizens, but it came too late.  

George Lieuwen

HATS OFF
I would like to say “hats off” and a big thank you to all the work-
ers who continue to go to work at Sobeys, Safeway, Walmart 
and more. And to all the nurses and doctors who cover up from 
head to toe to save lives from covid. I’d like to especially ex-
press the highest honor to those who have died serving their 
fellow man in this line of work. “Hats off” to those truckers who 
continue to bring customers their goods and services. I sympa-
thize daily for the many who have lost loved ones to this horrid 
pandemic. Know they too are honored. I also sympathize with 
those who are unable or fearful of taking the vaccine. 

Audrey der Nederlanden
Ardrossan, AB 

CORRECTION TO FEBRUARY 
Our February 14 issue missed two important captions. The front 
page image features dancers Michael "Dancing Wolf " Taylor and 
Ciaran "Little Eagle" Tufford. The fine art accompanying Ro-
land’s column (p. 18) is titled 'Ice Fishing on Great Salt Bay', an 
8”x10” oil painting by Brad Betts (www.downeastgallery.com). 
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LIVES CHANGED THROUGH 
GLOBAL COFFEE BREAK 

THE PROGRAMS OF RAISE UP GLOBAL MINISTRIES equip the global 
church by developing interactive, biblically-based resources and 
equipping leaders to facilitate learning and kingdom change. This in-
cludes Global Coffee Break. 

Coffee Break helps churches invite neighbors to discover God’s 
story together. Brookfield Christian Reformed Church in Wisconsin is 
a great example of this. They recently shared that two young families 
and two adults with no previous church connection have all professed 
their faith and joined the church since August 2021 because of Coffee 
Break. 

Brookfield Coffee Break Director, Barb Britton, said that she sees 
young women from their community join Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) for relationships and time away from their toddlers. As their 
kids grow, some women make the transition from MOPS to Coffee 
Break where they meet in intergenerational groups. Young mothers 
learn together with grandmothers and great-grandmothers. Barb said 
that intergenerational groups seem to create a safe next step into the 
life of their church for these women, and also provides them with 
learning opportunities for their growing children.

“Watch out what you ask for, because this group’s prayers are an-
swered.” This is what one Ontario Coffee Break likes to say as they 
turn to prayer after their Bible study. They marvel at the many prayers 
they have seen answered following their time together. Group mem-
bers have received jobs, apartments and even babies after praying 
about it. They wonder if their God-shaped, Bible discovery conversa-
tions simply result in more faith-filled prayers. It can’t be explained, 
but they rejoice together as they see God at work.

Global Coffee Break plays a small, behind-the-scenes role in each 
story. Global Coffee Break designs and distributes Discover Your 
Bible studies. Each study helps groups explore a Bible book or theme. 
The study design creates a safe place for people new to the Bible to 
engage alongside people with more experience. Global Coffee Break 
also makes training available so that leaders develop skills in creating 
those safe places as they help people explore God’s story. 

Similar stories are happening around the world. Global Coffee 
Breaks supports groups and leaders in 27 countries and in a growing 
number of languages. Raise Up’s other programs, Timothy Leadership 
Training and Educational Care, also equip pastors and educators with 
ministry resources. 

How could God use Global Coffee Break in your community? Who 
can you invite to discover God’s story together?

Sam Huizenga and Amy Friedman, Raise Up Global Ministries

IN 2020, THE FALLOUT OF THE COVID-19 pandemic brought with it 
a dramatic increase in global hunger. Ongoing war and conflict con-
tinued to impact people’s food security. Changing weather patterns 
also resulted in an increase in floods, droughts and other natural disas-
ters, leaving vulnerable families struggling to meet their food needs. 

Canadian Foodgrains Bank works to address the emergency food 
needs of people in crisis around the world; from distributing food 
vouchers to Syrian refugees in Lebanon to supplying basics, such as 
wheat and oil, to families in conflict-torn Tigray, Ethiopia. 

Although emergency responses are necessary to give people a 
chance at survival during times of crisis, Foodgrains Bank, in its mis-
sion to end global hunger, recognizes that communities struggling 

HARVESTING HOPE IN A 
SEASON OF DROUGHT

Safe Church Ministry 
Christian Reformed Church of North America 

Join us over the course of 2022 as we explore 
the basics of building a safer church.
We will be hosting a series of webinars 
throughout the year. To find out more, go to 
https://bit.ly/SaferChurch2022

Safe Church Basics: Five Steps To A Safer Church
 ■  Assess Risk 
 ■  Make/Revise Policy 
 ■  Screen and Train Leaders and Volunteers 
 ■  Practice Being Restorative
 ■  Respond to Abuse with Justice and Compassion

Laurisa O’Brien, World Renew

with food insecurity also need 
long-term solutions. With this in 
mind, Foodgrains Bank provides 
training in conservation agricul-
ture to vulnerable farmers so that 
they can sustainably grow food. 

In September 2021, in the midst 
of the pandemic, the president of 
Kenya, Uhuru Kenyatta, declared 
a national disaster. Two consecu-
tive rainy seasons did not bring 
enough rain and left farmlands 
barren, livestock dying and farm-
ers unable to generate enough in-
come to feed their families. Over 
2 million Kenyans were reported 
to be severely food insecure. 

Smallholder farmers Elizabeth 
Ndunge and Peter Mwanzia, both 
38, have known the hardship of 
food insecurity. But when this na-
tional disaster was declared, they 
had more than enough to feed 
their three children.

In 2016, through World Renew, 
a founding member of Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, Elizabeth and 
Peter joined a Foodgrains Bank 
conservation agriculture train-
ing program in their community, 
facilitated by World Renew’s 
local partner ADS Kenya. They 
learned how crop diversification 
helps improve soil fertility and 
allows for better pest and disease 
control. They also learned how 
minimal tillage, crop rotation, 
and the use of mulch protects the 
soil, preserving its nutrients and 
moisture. 

With conventional farming, 
Elizabeth and Peter harvested 

a maximum of 18 kgs of maize 
per season – not enough to sus-
tain their family. One year af-
ter implementing conservation 
agriculture practices, the couple 
harvested 135 kgs; after 2 years, 
215 kgs; and during the drought, 
when other farmers saw their 
crops wither and die, 450 kgs. 
They also began to successfully 
grow beans and pigeon peas. 

This family is now food secure. 
And, with proceeds from the sale 
of the surplus crops Elizabeth and 
Peter have been able to purchase 
their own land and construct a 
house. They have also purchased 
a cow that provides more than 

enough milk for the family’s 
needs and they sell the surplus 
milk for additional income.   

Elizabeth shared, “My land 
was not producing enough for my 
family, but the Lord has given me 
good friends (Foodgrains Bank, 
ADS Kenya and World Renew) . 
. . he has helped my family im-
prove, from poverty to a wealthy 
state . . . today I produce enough 
and excess to sell and I am able to 
help others.”

As our world continues to 
struggle with the challenges of 
climate change and covid-19, 
in the rich soil of Elizabeth and 
Peter’s land, there is hope.

Elizabeth, Peter and their three children.
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between the U.S. and Canadian 
churches instead of Canadian 
ministries being a subsidiary of a 
U.S.-based church.

The following articles reflect 
on the outcomes of the Jan. 29 
meeting (Vandergrift), institu-
tional health (Wagenman) and bi-
national perks (Hielema). 

FOUR ALTERNATIVES 
TO SALT 

Kathy Vandergrift

CCC2 ADDED SOME PEPPER TO 
the SALT report. Spirited dis-
cussion of other options contin-
ues in informal dialogues. The 
options presented to 95 people 
on Zoom are not mutually exclu-
sive or complete. They could be 
reframed as steps on a path, and 
they need more detailed study 
than could be done for an infor-
mal meeting. 

The nature of the January 29 
meeting did not allow for for-
mal votes, but the discussion and 
feedback from small group dis-
cussions suggest a few trends that 
warrant more deliberation. The 
SALT solution seems inadequate 
to many, although it may offer 
short-term improvements. Strong 
interest was shown in the co-di-
rector or ecclesiastical fellowship 
models. Both of these would see 
a strong U.S. and a strong Cana-
dian church, each shaping min-
istry in their own context, with 
more equal partnerships where it 
serves common needs or goals. 
There was some interest in the 
concept of a looser, multination-
al network that might include 
groups of Reformed churches in 
more countries, each working in 
their own context. An underlying 
theme was the need to also rec-
ognize different contexts within 
Canada, including, for example, 
differences between B.C. and 
Ontario. 

An overture from Classis 
Quinte, proposing a close ec-
clesiastical fellowship model, 
ensures this matter will receive 
some attention at Synod 2022. 
More dialogue between now and 
then may chart a clearer path. It is 
unfinished business, with a high 
level of interest. 

Kathy is a public policy analyst 
who lives in Ottawa.

News

CANADIAN CATALYTIC 
CONVERSATIONS 2

FOUR DELEGATES REPRESENTING EVERY CHRISTIAN REFORMED 
classis in Canada, along with Canadian CRCNA staff, Canada Corp 
Board members and observers, met online on Saturday, January 29, 
via Zoom, for a meeting dubbed Canadian Catalytic Conversation 2 
(CCC2). The stated purpose of the meeting was to “wrestle with the 
options put forward for ministry in Canada,” specifically as that relates 
to the denominational Structure and Leadership Taskforce (SALT). 
(For more background on SALT, see “Canadian Classes Called to Spe-
cial Meeting,” by Kathy Vandergrift, Jan. 7). The January 29 meeting 
was meant to initiate conversations within local classes; it was not a 
decision-making body.

“I think the meeting was a potential catalyst,” delegate Paul Verhoef 
said. “We shall see what it catalyzes.” Decisions made by the Council 
of Delegates in its February meeting responded to a few of the Jan. 
29 concerns, and will move the CRCNA more toward a partnership 

OVERHEARD ON ZOOM
“There is a sense of ownership, passion and love for the Christian 
Reformed Church in Canada and wanting to see it flourish.” 

Terry Veldboom, Interim ED for Canada 

“Going our own separate ways is something to be celebrated rath-
er than grieved because becoming distinct denominations in close 
fellowship will make the relationship between the Canadian and 
U.S. churches stronger and better.” 

Bruce Adema, delegate and 
former Director of Canadian Ministries.

“This was an incredibly good listening session. We need to decide 
for ourselves what we want to be. We do that by conversations like 
this, but we also need more structured conversations . . . that have 
some authority to make decisions. ” 

Andy deRuyter, Canada Corporation & COD Chair.

“Governance can be dry as toast but this was a lively discourse. I 
have no idea whether any of these schismatic impulses will have 
any legs. We can only hope and pray not.”

John Tamming, observer.

RIGHT RELATIONSHIPS IN A 
BINATIONAL DENOMINATION

Michael Wagenman

TWO DECADES AGO, I immigrated to Canada from the United States. 
And for the last decade I’ve been researching the power dynamics and 
structures of the institutional church within the (Kuyperian) Reformed 
tradition. One piece that seems to be missing in current discussions of 
the Christian Reformed Church’s binationality and the SALT report is 
this element of power. 

Canadians gathered at CCC2 in disapproval of the SALT report, the 
rapidity of its adoption and initial implementation, and its implications 
for Canadian ministry without Synod’s involvement. But Canadians 
also gathered to protest the cultural assumptions of U.S. superiority.

SALT uses the right words about binationality and Canadians hav-
ing “direction and control” of Canadian ministries and funds. But this 
doesn’t address the U.S. cultural assumptions about the unique and 
legitimate ministry in Canada. 

I have personally been told in Michigan that Canada is “the 51st 
state of the U.S.” Our culture of niceness, compared with the more 
bold and assertive U.S. culture, has been described to me as “cute.” 
This isn’t just ignorance of the Canadian context; this is disrespect 
for how Jesus may be calling us to life and ministry which is different 
than across the border.

So when I hear American CRC pastors voice support for “bination-
ality” but then I witness motions before the Council of Delegates or 
other denominational agencies, on matters that directly affect Cana-
dian ministry, that pass despite strong opposition from Canadian del-
egates, then I seriously wonder what is meant by “binationality.” It 
sounds an awful lot like paternalism; and too often, when parents are 
anxious or insecure about their power, children are controlled.

INSTITUTIONAL HEALTH
The issue facing the CRCNA is the cultural assumptions about insti-
tutional power, not finding the best organizational chart. This is even 
more important to acknowledge because the USA is the dominant 
global empire today. “Structure and leadership,” when used in an im-
perial cultural context, tilts toward a corporate managerial model.

This is what is precluding us from achieving the institutional health 
we desire. If we keep envisioning the administrative structure of the 
denomination as an organization to manage, we will never address 
these imperial cultural assumptions that lead to institutionalized pow-
er. In fact, this just shows how much our faith has been accommodated 
to visions of hierarchical domination.

At CCC2, members of every Canadian CRC Classes 
debate next steps.  |  Angela Reitsma Bick

POSSIBLE OUTCOMES
Implement SALT
Take more time to discuss
Co-Directorship model

Ecclesiastical fellowship 
Multinational network

The Christian Reformed Church in North America is a member of The World Com-
munion of Reformed Churches established in 2010 at Calvin University. The ecu-

menical body has 230 member denominations in 108 countries around the world.
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To be a church, we must give more attention to multi-lateral global 
models of Christian ecumenism which embrace diversity around a 
central unity of confession. To be truly binational, then “Grand Rap-
ids” needs to re-examine the cultural assumptions around managing 
“Burlington.”

This is what dragged 100 Canadians online for a Saturday after-
noon. CCC2 was a tangible expression of growing hesitancy around 
trusting the U.S.-CRC, as if the U.S. empire and its culture are benign.

SALT is a recycled version of previous structures that don’t work 
because they don’t address these cultural issues with sufficient 
self-criticism. Yes, SALT has changed the titles of the administrative 
positions but, however much the structure is adjusted, the assumption 
that Grand Rapids knows what’s best for Canadian ministry goes un-
questioned. 

Here’s one example I observed: Leading up to October 2020, the 
Canadian desire for a more balanced and equitable structure (with 
a Canadian Executive Director and a U.S. Executive Director) was 
proposed. But within three months, SALT was back to the faulty old 
model, what one CCC2 delegate described as “the CEO and CFO in 
Grand Rapids and a Canadian office in Burlington.” 

STRUCTURAL JUSTICE
When questioned about this abrupt shift, the CRCNA Corp represen-
tatives were silent. They declined to answer the question. I understand 
that there may have been legal or staff issues within that period. But 
silence is a powerful tool that can be used to avoid accountability. 
Silence is often what a party with less power is forced into when the 
party with more power is in charge.

As one delegate said, our binational structure has become a “fetish” 
– it has become the thing we’ve latched onto, assuming that we can 
fix our deepening cultural crisis with a little structural tweaking but 
without addressing the root issue. Our administrative denominational 
structure is important, but only secondarily. Our unity as a church will 
never come from our denomination’s administrative structure. Our 
unity can only come from Jesus Christ who topples powerful empires 
and lifts up the marginalized.

For the two sides of the North American CRC to be in a right rela-
tionship, therefore, there must be not only structural justice but also a 
cultural renewal where power and privilege are set aside as defeated 
idols. SALT forces us to continue believing the fiction that recon-
ciliation will occur administratively. Canadians are clearly upset and 
unhappy. The question is whether the U.S.-CRC culture will respect 
and celebrate Canada’s unique ministry – or whether the empire will 
strike back. 

Mike is the Christian Reformed campus minister at Western University in London, 
Ont., and the author of  Engaging the World with Abraham Kuyper (2019).

THANKFUL FOR THE BINATIONAL CRC

Syd Hielema

I’VE FALLEN IN LOVE WITH THIS BINATIONAL DENOMINATION, warts 
and all.

I’m a dual citizen (Canada/U.S.) and have served at Dordt Univer-
sity (Iowa) for 10 years while spending most of my life in Canada. 
I’ve worked for the Christian Reformed Church the past nine years 
in two binational roles: Director of Faith Formation Ministries and, 
now, Director of the Connections project. I’ve preached in at least 100 
CRC congregations, more than 50 on each side of the border. I live in 
Ancaster, Ontario.

I’ve observed significant, even vast, differences between the Cana-
dian and U.S. CRC. I recognize that binationality comes with many 
challenges, and these challenges are often discouraging and exhaust-
ing. I understand the desire among Canadians to separate from the 
U.S.

tion.
Well-funded granting agencies in the U.S. recognize this need for 

experimentation, and they have come to trust the CRCNA’s excellent 
design and implementation of such experiments. These agencies intend 
their funds to be used by American organizations, but they allow bi-
national organizations to use funds outside the U.S. Significant grant 
funds flow into Canada (also disproportionately higher). If you are a 
pastor in Canada who has been part of a denominationally funded peer 
group, had a vocational assessment, received a recent Pastor Restoration 
Grant, was granted student loan relief or received bivocational support, 
there's a good chance that all that support you received was funded only 
because of our binationality. (Full disclosure: the experimental project 
which I lead is also funded by one of these grants)

WE NEED EACH OTHER
In terms of institutional life cycles, one might say the American CRC 
is like a senior citizen that has a large “nest” of grandchildren from 
many racial backgrounds. The Canadian CRC is in a stage of fairly 
healthy middle age. The American “grandparents” would do well to 
learn from the ways in which Canadian congregations engage with 
denominational ministries and reap benefits from these engagements. 
And the Canadians would be wise to learn from the American multi-ra-
cial grandchildren as our membership needs to change considerably to 
reflect our diverse Canadian demographics.

 
THE INTANGIBLES
There are many Canadians like me who provide binational leadership. 
There are even more Canadians who live in Grand Rapids and provide 
leadership in the office there. Hundreds of threads cross the border in all 
kinds of ways, too many to name here. These provide a kind of “invisi-
ble glue” between our two nations.

I have experienced the wounds and conflicts that come with bination-
ality, and also its systemic flaws. But I’m struck that in the past year, the 
public conversations have focused heavily on the negative dimensions 
of binationality. Let’s have a thorough conversation! On the ledger sheet 
that I see, binationality has improved significantly in the past eight years 
(Thank you, Darren Roorda), and it is a value well worth continuing and 
improving. 

 Syd Hielema is Director of the Connections project for the CRCNA.

I believe the benefits of bina-
tionality are greater than the chal-
lenges. Here’s why.

 SHARED MINISTRIES
We have a long and fruitful histo-
ry of shared ministries (and this is 
easily taken for granted).  Devel-
oping ministries that bless congre-
gations is hard work, and the CRC 
has developed many best practices 
for doing this well. Most of these 
ministries are based in Grand Rap-
ids and have a very strong Canadi-
an presence. These include Reso-
nate, Faith Formation Ministries, 
Pastor Church Resources, Wor-
ship Ministries, Safe Church, the 
Banner, Disability Concerns and 
more. I have experienced each of 
these ministries from the “inside,” 
and they provide robust service to 
congregations. Almost every one 
of them serves proportionately a 
higher number of Canadian con-
gregations than American.

 
STRONG PROGRAMS
Under the binational umbrella, 
there is lots of room for Cana-
dian-only ministries to flourish. 
There was a day when binational-
ity constricted Canadian ministry; 
in my view, that day has passed. 
On this side of the border we are 
blessed with the Center for Public 
Dialogue, World Renew Canada 
and Diaconal Ministries Canada, 
each of whom run strong pro-
grams like Hearts Exchanged, 
NewGround and Refugee Spon-
sorship and Resettlement. The 
1Life Center in B.C. is a model 
for leadership development that 
the entire denomination needs to 
learn from. Recently, Dr. Pablo 
Kim Sun was hired to work with 
Canadian CRC staff on embody-
ing racial reconciliation. The 
Bridge App was developed in 
Canada. I could say more. In my 
binational work, I repeatedly find 
that our American cousins look 
north with great respect for the 
pioneering work carried out by 
ministries here.

 
SUPPORT AND FUNDING
Grant funding provides a help-
ful bonus. Both denominational 
and congregational ministry are 
changing rapidly, and this change 
requires experimentation and 
risk-taking. But money is very 
tight, and experiments develop 
through trial and error. We can’t 
afford to take risks that might fail, 
and that constricts experimenta-

"The Best Supper" by Jan Richardson.
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kind of secularization expressed 
in Quebec’s Bill 21, which re-
stricts religious expressions in 
the public square.  

As well as a helpful diagnosis 
of our current context, Milloy of-
fers practical alternatives that are 
equally rooted in Christian mis-
sion and theology. The extensive 
body of Catholic social teachings 
could provide a more positive 
public witness that is relevant 
for the issues Canada is facing. 
Building on these, Milloy sug-
gests ways that faith commun-
ities could change the current 
negative public image of Christi-
anity through a different form of 
active engagement in the current 
public debates about post-pan-
demic directions for Canada. 

 Milloy’s passionate plea to 
fellow believers has credibility 
because of his experience and 
because he doesn’t avoid difficult 
questions, whether it is challen-
ging specific choices made by the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Churches or abortion. He chal-
lenges the leadership of his own 

THE POST-PANDEMIC RECOVERY IS AN OPPORTUNITY for the Roman 
Catholic Church to re-position itself in Canadian society and regain 
public trust. That is the central thesis of a small, strategic book by John 
Milloy, entitled Politics and Faith in a Polarized World: A Challenge 
for Catholics.  While he makes his case directly to his own Roman 
Catholic faith community, which includes 40% of the population of 
Canada, his analysis and suggestions are also useful for other branches 
of Christianity. 

Milloy is well-positioned to address the intersection of faith and pol-
itics because of his deep commitment to the Christian faith and years 
of direct experience in elected and non-elected political activity at 
both the federal and provincial levels. Milloy draws on his experience 
as an Ontario cabinet minister and a senior advisor to former Prime 
Minister Jean Chrétien. On a personal note, during that time John and 
I had many off-duty, coffee time discussions about the role of faith in 
public life in Canada.  At present, he is Director of the Center for Pub-
lic Ethics at Martin Luther University College in Waterloo, Ontario. 

Milloy cares passionately about the future of Canada and Christian 
witness in society. He lays out the challenges facing Canada; how pol-
itics works and doesn’t work well; and why it is important for faith 
communities to actively engage in shaping our public life at this point 
in history.  

Unfortunately, faith communities have been largely sidelined and 
sometimes reduced to a media punch-line. Milloy focuses on how 
churches have played into the caricatures of Christianity that hurt 
them. He traces that to a shift within churches from a focus on the 
common good to a culture of identity defined by difference, leading to 
“us versus them” public postures. Milloy illustrates the negative im-
pact of this strategy from his own experience and other evidence, such 
as polls that show a high level of support across the country for the 

CHARTING THE WAY FORWARD

POLITICS AND FAITH IN A 
POLARIZED WORLD: 
A CHALLENGE FOR CATHOLICS
John Milloy
Novalis Publishing, 2021.

Kathy Vandergrift

church to rethink their choice to 
be silent on many major issues 
and loud on a few “hot-button” 
issues. That strategy, he argues, 
is inconsistent with the Roman 
Catholic Church’s own teach-
ings and directions for public 
engagement. He draws heavily 
on “Fratelli Tutti,” a recent En-
cyclical on Fraternity and Social 
Friendship, which focuses on the 
role of Christians in our current 
context. It is a thoughtful docu-
ment that could benefit other 
faith groups as well.   

All faith communities would 
do well to take up the discussion 
Milloy puts on the table. The 
book is short and includes dis-
cussion questions. While it was 
written ahead of the last federal 
election, the issues are still timely 
and warrant wider discussion.  

Kathy Vandergrift

Kathy, a public policy 
analyst, brings experi-
ence in government, 
social justice work and a 
Master’s Degree in Public 
Ethics to her reflections.

moon” where Evan and Mae meet 
a couple married 40 years who 
instruct them in the sexual arts of 
marriage. In “Ride” Evan impul-
sively drives his lawnmower to-
ward Port Dover for a Friday the 
13th motorcycle gathering. When 
the lawnmower breaks down, he 
continues by walking. While he 
passes up the temptation to stop 
for refreshments offered by three 
women seated on a porch, he is 
distracted by the sexual fantasies 
they conjure. He is picked up 
by Sally and Phil and gets a ride 
on their motorcycle. They try to 
seduce him which is the begin-
ning of a strange experience that 
stretches the reader’s belief.

Yet the symbols and metaphors 
often do work as Evan sorts out 
the puzzle of his marriage and the 
tangles of the love knot. When 
Mae talks Evan into building a 
jelly cupboard, it gives him cause 
to reflect on how the piece of fur-
niture fills a space in their lives, 

LIKE THE MOON, MARRIAGES WAX AND WANE. In Evan and Mae’s case 
it takes awhile for their marriage to grow into the promises they made 
in a hasty elopement after the teenage couple find themselves dealing 
with an unexpected pregnancy. Moonshine Promises is a collection of 
short stories, written by Redeemer University English professor John 
Van Rys. They are linked thematically and progress from the beginning 
of the marriage until their 40th wedding anniversary.  

Told with self-deprecation and humour, Evan narrates the story of 
a marriage that begins with the ingredients for disaster: pregnancy, 
elopement, money pressures and family strife. 

Mae is the calm, steady partner who is willing to challenge Evan 
in his tendency to avoid conflict, but there are strains between them. 
These are exacerbated by her feeling outside the Dutch cluster of the 
extended family and by the infertility that threatens her dreams of a 
large family. The arrival of Lizzie, seven years after the birth of Alex, 
and later the adoption of two young boys, bring fulfilment to Mae and 
seem to settle her restlessness. 

The stories are the stuff of everyday life: buying and renovating a run-
down farmhouse in the London, Ontario area; adopting pets; raising 
chickens and pigs; child rearing and adoption; celebrations. Although 
the stories have common elements, they each have a theme that Van 
Rys nicely ties together at the beginning and end. At times, previous 
references become redundant and the metaphors impose too obviously 
on the plot. When Evan battles racoons that kill his chickens and steal 
the eggs, he expresses the desire for “life to be ovoid, complete and 
contained with rich yoke at the centre.” 

There are odd sexual references, particularly in “Under the Honey-

UNLESS THE LORD BUILDS THE HOUSE

MOONSHINE PROMISES 
John Van Rys
Resource Publications, 2021.

Joanne Spoelstra

just as the “hidden joints held 
things together.” 

The jelly cupboard, though re-
finished and repainted over the 
years, is a beautiful illustration 
of how Evan and Mae have built 
their life together. It holds the cot-
tage shaped teapot and the snow 
globe purchased on their honey-
moon which can either show a 
blizzard when shaken or a winter 
wonderland when it settles. So at 
teatime, when Evan carries the 
teapot cottage to Mae, “like an of-
fering,” we celebrate the “moon-
shine promises they’d made to 
each other when they eloped.”  

Joanne Spoelstra

Joanne is a retired teach-
er-librarian living in 
Hamilton, Ontario. She 
and her husband enjoy 
living near their children 
and grandchildren.



@ChrCourier ChrCourier CHRISTIANCOURIER.CA      |    MARCH 14, 2022     11

Reviews

us to keep attending until what is 
hidden starts to come into focus.

That these paintings were 
mostly produced in the past two 
years of covid-19 closures is a 
remarkable testimony not only 
to Reitsma’s discipline, but to his 
careful and loving attention to the 
non-human animal world. And 
while some might not think that 
the artist can effect real change to 
stop the ineluctable forces of our 
hyper-capitalist, late-modern age 
and its seemingly hellbent desire 
to destroy the very fabric of the 
world on which we depend, what 
these paintings demand of us is 
precisely the antidote: loving 
attention. Reitsma’s paintings 
ask from us the same kind of 
careful focus that went into their 
creating, both as creatures and 
as representations on a canvas. 
At his best, Reitsma wonderful-
ly renders the haunting lumin-
osity of a Humpback’s iris, the 
weathered sagacity of an elephant 

whose body has been reduced to 
the price of ivory, the playful and 
impossible arch of a giraffe look-
ing to grasp the last leaf, the play 
of water as it laps around a wolf 
swimming to safety.

In our fast-paced, utilitarian 
society, even taking time to slow 
down and step into an art gallery 
can be a profoundly counter-cul-
tural act. But not the kind of 
counter-culture that is icono-
clastic. In fact, Reitsma’s work is 
precisely the opposite. The ani-
mals on display are icons of the 
true. What Reitsma asks is that 
we look upon these creatures of 
our shared world  –  the creatures 
God made and still calls “Good!”  
–  and wonder anew at them.  

IN HIS SHORT ESSAY “THE TRUTH OF SPACE,” the British critic and phil-
osopher John Ruskin asked his readers to perform a minor experiment. 
He asked them to draw two dark shapes on a piece of paper. The fur-
ther back you go, he explained, the more indistinguishable the shapes 
become from one another, but you still see something; the closer you 
go, however, the more distinct the lines of one shape become while 
you lose sight of one shape entirely. Ruskin’s point: “Nature is never 
distinct and never vacant, she is always mysterious but always abun-
dant, you always see something, but you never see all.”

As I walked through the small town Milton gallery that housed Peter 
Reitsma’s latest art collection “Creature Redactions,” I couldn’t help 
but think of Ruskin’s essay. The paintings in this collection help us 
attend to the animal kingdom around us, one that we’re silencing and 
erasing as the human footprint of the Anthropocene age grows ever 
larger and all encompassing. To step off the street and into the gallery 
felt like walking into an ark of sorts. Each painting is a window from 
which we look out upon a redacted piece of the animal kingdom. Yet 
one also has the sneaking, unsettling suspicion that the animals are 
actually looking from the outside into the gallery, at us in our isolation, 
in the ark we have made only for humans.

The stunning menagerie of paintings in this collection are helping us 
to perceive what is often kept from our view. There are voices we have 
drowned out with the blare of our engines and the hum of our transport 
corridors. The reason Ruskin adored art – specifically that of the paint-
er – is because artists trains us in the craft of perceiving a reality that is 
at once hidden and manifest, abundantly mysterious yet often casually 
dismissed. The painter trains us in attending to reality, encouraging 

A MENAGERIE ON CANVAS

CREATURE REDACTIONS
By Peter Reitsma
Amstier Graphics, 2021.

Doug Sikkema 

Doug Sikkema

Doug is the Assistant Pro-
fessor of Core Studies and 
English at Redeemer Uni-
versity.

"Humpback & Fish School," oil on canvas (30" x 40")."A Tower," mixed media on canvas, ("30" x 40").
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WE ARE LIVING THROUGH some 
challenging, “unprecedented,” 
and even discouraging times.  I 
recently watched the Oscar-nom-
inated film “Don’t Look Up”, 
featuring an astronomy grad stu-
dent and her professor who make 
the shocking discovery of a plan-
et-killing comet on a collision 
course with Earth. When they 
share the urgent news with the 
United States president, the re-
action from government is more 
about how to spin the story for 
the polls than how to address the 
problem. In the process of ignor-
ing the comet (don’t look up!) it 
is more like the planet has adopt-
ed a posture of giving up. Giving 
up on reality, on the possibility of 
human cooperation, of the poten-
tial for hope in the midst of strug-
gle. Sound familiar?  

In early March, Christians en-
ter the season of Lent, a 40-day 
journey with Jesus towards the 
emotional roller coaster week the 
church calls Holy, to the depth of 

despair on the Friday God calls 
Good, before emerging on dewy 
garden grass with resurrection 
joy on Easter morning. Far from 
ignoring reality, (don’t look up!) 
the Lenten journey begins in a 
place that most of us spend our 
days avoiding – the reality of 
death and confronting our human 
mortality. Ash Wednesday. A day 
when Christians gather and mark 
each other with ashes, the burned-
up remnant from last year’s Palm 
Sunday branches, and proclaim, 
“Remember you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return.” 

Hamilton, Ont.-based church 
planter Kevin Makins notes the 
oddness of this beginning of 
Lent, something many of us in 
childhood only observed our Ro-
man Catholic neighbours doing, 
now reclaimed everywhere from 
mainline to charismatic tradi-
tions. Makins writes that after be-
ing marked with ashes in the sign 
of the cross you continue your 
ordinary day. “Then what hap-

pens?” asks Makins, “and the an-
swer is nothing. That’s the end of 
the service. You don’t even wipe 
the ashes off your forehead. You 
just carry on with your day, buy-
ing avocados at the grocery store 
with a cross on your forehead like 
a 16th-century monk.”  But that’s 
the beautiful part of the day, ac-
cording to Makins who states, 
“that’s what makes Ash Wednes-
day the only religious holiday 
no corporation wants. You can’t 
sell “Remember, You’re Going 
to Die” cards. The good news of 
Ash Wednesday comes after the 
bad news. It invites us to remem-
ber our frailty, count our days, 
and then put our trust in Jesus, 
who has overcome death.”

LENTEN LONGINGS
Looking at the world as it really 
is—beautiful, beloved yet broken 
by sin and in need of forgiveness, 
love, redemption and reconcilia-
tion in Jesus—is the hope of the 
gospel we have to share. Lent is 

a season set aside to have us slow 
down and pay (pray?) attention 
to what God has accomplished 
through an empty cradle, empty 
cross and empty tomb. Lent leads 
us to ponder how God’s victory in 
resurrection impacts our world to-
day longing for the biblical prom-
ise of the “healing of the nations.”  
Yet, Lent is often known simply 
as a season of “giving things up.”  
Chocolate.Wine. Smoking. What-
ever. Protestant Christians have 
in fact been wary of this practice 
over the centuries, wondering 
if it had a whiff of “works righ-

teousness” in it all. That’s why 
I’ve often joked, “I’m giving up 
self-denial this year for Lent.” 
Indeed, John Calvin in our Re-
formed tradition had some harsh 
words for Lent. In the Institutes 
of the Christian Religion, Calvin 
describes Lent as a “superstitious 
observance” whereby the “vulgar 
imagined that they thereby per-
form some excellent service to 
God, and pastors commended it as 
a holy imitation of Christ; though 
it is plain that Christ did not fast to 
set an example to others; but, by 
thus commencing the preaching 
of the gospel, meant to prove that 
his doctrine was not of (humani-
ty), but had come from heaven.” 

At first, Reformed Christians 
would be right to hear our ances-
tors in the faith speaking against 
Lenten discipline declaring, 
“Don’t give up!,” whether it’s 
chocolate, wine or some other 
habit. But in this time and place, 
where after two years of glob-
al pandemic, political divisions, 
social media and feuds, growing 
disagreement over what is “real” 
or “fake” news, what can Chris-
tians say to a world that chooses 
to “don’t look up!” but also, at 
times, seems ready to give up.

SACRIFICE OR OFFERING? 
This spring, Canada made interna-
tional news with a trucker’s protest 
across the country, and in particular 
Ottawa, that called for a reversal 
of pandemic mandate restrictions 
in the name of “freedom.” There 
was a call to no longer “give up” 
our freedom, just as the church was 
readying for the season of Lent 
with its call to “give up” our hu-
man agency in order to see God’s 

Features

DON’T GIVE UP!
During this time of pandemic sacrifices, a new perspective for Lent.
Ross Lockhart

 Jennifer Lawrence in the movie, "Don't Look Up."

The first green shoot of spring.
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divine agency at work around us 
amidst our self-denial. 

In my spring term class at 
Vancouver School of Theolo-
gy, “Practising Evangelism in a 
Post-Christendom Context,” I 
assign a weekly e-challenge for 
students to engage their faith in 
concrete ways. Recently I asked 
students to imagine they were 
the ordained minister of a small-

town church where they write 
a weekly newspaper column in 
the local paper. I invited them to 
imagine listening to people in the 
church, in the coffee shop, and 
in the hockey arena grumbling 
about their loss of freedom in the 
pandemic. A context where both 
in church and in community, a 
sizeable number of people were 
not vaccinated and were busy 
spreading conspiracy theories. 
In light of protests against man-

date restrictions and the “free-
dom convoy” to Ottawa, I asked 
my students how they would 
write their weekly 250-word 
newspaper article on the theme 
of “freedom” from a Christian 
perspective. What words would 
they use to describe freedom 
from a Christian perspective that 
connects with a wider audience? 
How would they avoid the reduc-

tionism of “freedom” in these po-
larized political times? What do 
Christians have to say as an alter-
native community?  

The responses were terrific and 
varied, as students used their col-
umn to try and bring the wider 
community together, through an 
act of public theology that offered 
an alternative understanding of 
freedom. This freedom was of-
fered in the selfless sacrifice of 
Jesus on the cross for the sake of 

the world, knitting together love 
of God and neighbour in keno-
sis or a pouring out of love. The 
next week, while discussing their 
assignment, I offered students 
Martin Luther’s famous juxtapo-
sition of freedom: “A Christian is 
a perfectly free lord of all, subject 
to none. A Christian is a perfectly 
dutiful servant of all, subject of 
all, subject to all.” Students re-
flected on how Luther’s first state-
ment would be embraced by most 
in church and society today with 
our focus on individualism and 
what Charles Taylor calls “the 
buffered self.” The second state-
ment, however, was observed to 
be the necessary tension required 
to make discipleship both chal-
lenging and urgent in our world 
– lay down our lives in service 
to the wider world. The church 
in all its varied forms, can be a 
place where we are equipped to 
both celebrate the freedom God 
gives us in Jesus, and take up the 
responsibility of being “saved to 
be sent” for the sake of others. As 
Darrell Guder notes in Called to 
Witness, “The community of the 
word is neither a safe enclave 

Perhaps in a cynical world, captured 
recently in the satirical film “Don’t Look Up” 
we are called now to enter Lent with a call 

to “Don’t Give Up!”

nor a colony walled off from the 
world, although it is, to be sure, 
always an alternative community 
within its context.”

So how might your participa-
tion in a local church help shape a 
witness for the freedom God longs 
to give us in Jesus during this 
challenging and troubled season 
in North America and the world?  
Perhaps in a cynical world, cap-
tured recently in the satirical film 
“Don’t Look Up” we are called 
now to enter Lent with a call to 
“Don’t Give Up!” Don’t give up 
on the hope of a better tomorrow. 
Don’t give up on the ability to 
reconcile with neighbours, fam-
ily and friends who believe very 
different things than we do. Don’t 
give up on the hope that God gives 
us in Christ’s victory over sin and 
death. Don’t give up.  

STARTING SOMETHING NEW
For so many of us the last two 
years of pandemic have been an 
exhausting experience of “giv-
ing up” things, experiences and 
opportunities that give us great 
joy. We may not feel like “giv-
ing up” something for Lent this 

year. So, why not model for oth-
ers the gift of “not giving up” 
on life, but rather taking on new 
practices that grant joy, stimulate 
curiosity and enlivens our hope 
in Jesus Christ? For example, 
here at St. Andrew’s Hall in Van-
couver we’ve produced a Lenten 
devotional guide with thoughtful 
contributions from members of 
our community – faculty, staff, 
students, residents, board mem-
bers and alumni. Even our col-
lege mascot Andy the Bear has a 
contribution. It’s free and down-
loadable at standrewshall.edu 
(click 'resources' under the CML 
tab). Perhaps you already have 
a devotion guide or some other 
practice you’re taking on for this 
holy season of preparation before 
Easter. If not, use it and share it as 
an act of public witness, as a way 
of saying to a sin-sick and cynical 
world, “Don’t Give Up!”
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AS I WALKED THROUGH down-
town Ottawa in early February, 
I was disturbed by signs saying 
‘God Supports the Truckers’ and 
‘Stand Up for God’. Leaders of 
the blockade spoke statements 
of hate and lines from the Lord’s 
Prayer in the same breath. Prayer 

WHEN THE GOSPEL  
IS HIJACKED

Kathy Vandergrift  |  kathyvandergrift@rogers.com 

Kathy, a public policy analyst, brings experience in government, social 
justice work and a Master’s Degree in Public Ethics to her reflections.

sessions were mixed with call-
ing down God’s judgment on a 
restaurant worker for wearing a 
mask. A Christian fund-raising 
program for youth mission trips, 
GiveSendGo, is being used to 
raise money for occupying Ot-
tawa. It is another one of those 

times I do not want to say I am 
a Christian on the streets of the 
capital city where I live.

How did it come to this? Op-
position to vaccine mandates has 
turned into an attempt to overthrow 
elected governments through brute 
force. Big rigs have become weap-
ons to terrorize residents of Ottawa 
and hold daily lives and legitimate 
businesses hostage. There are 
many layers to this moment. But 
bouncy castles, picnics, and street 
theatre with jerry cans cannot dis-
guise serious threats to the peace, 
order and good government at 
the core of Canadian society. And 
signs equating God and Christi-
anity with this occupation are an 
equally serious threat to our Chris-
tian witness and to the gospel.

GOSPEL DISTORTION
This is Jesus and John Wayne 
culture on steroids. The gospel is 
being co-opted by forces entirely 
opposite to it, similar to what is 
described as Christian national-
ism in the U.S. Ironically, as it 
bleeds over the border, it is being 
subjected to increasing critique 
south of the border. In the U.S., 
Christians Against Christian Na-
tionalism, a loose coalition, re-
leased a new report on Christian 

Nationalism and the January 6 
Insurrection. It documents how 
Christian language, symbols, and 
practices provide the “permission 
structure” for ongoing violence 
and destruction. It argues that 
dismantling Christian national-
ism is essential to save U.S. de-
mocracy. In the same week, well-
known, moderate commentator 
David Brooks, in an article in the 
New York Times, articulates the 
need and suggests a way for U.S. 
evangelicals to now take distance 
from what they earlier support-
ed. While Canadian pollster Mi-
chael Adams provides evidence 
to show that religious values in 
Canada have been substantive-
ly different, that may not last if 
U.S.-style public witness takes 
over in Canada. 

In Ottawa, freedom is the ral-
lying cry. As discussed in my 
last column, freedom for whom? 
Freedom for what? The “every 
person for themselves” ethic on 
display is modern-day anarchy – 
nothing Biblical about that. I do 
human rights work and engage 
in protests; this is not a human 
rights protest. I agree with the 
call for a national summit on pro-
test and human rights when this 
is over.

ETHICS FOR MESSY ISSUES
Pandemic policies, like most 
public issues, involve balancing 
tensions between various good 
things; that calls for wise dis-
cernment by Jesus followers, not 
brute force. What we can offer 
society is an ethic of sacrificing 
self-interest for the good of oth-
ers. The individualist, self-cen-
tered ethic in the Freedom Con-
voy manifesto is the opposite of 
the ethic encapsulated in Philip-
pians 2:4: “Let each of you look 
not to your own interests but to 
the interests of others.”

A DIFFERENT PATH
If Christians in Canada want to 
preserve the integrity of our pub-
lic witness in Canada, it is time 
for hard in-house conversations 
and taking intentional, explicit, 
public distance from this distor-
tion. A public letter by the Bish-
ops of the Lutheran and Anglican 
churches in Manitoba explicitly 
calls out the dangerous spirit be-
hind this movement and provides 
wise guidance to its members. 
Hopefully more church leaders in 
Canada will end the silence that 
allows non-believers to equate 
what they see on the streets of 
Ottawa with Christianity. 

I MET JAMES IN 2008 when I in-
terviewed him for a job. 

He was about my age. He had 
a son about my son’s age. He was 
recently divorced, too, just like 
me. He liked politics, Star Trek, 
old movies and NFL football, 
and I liked three out of four of 
those things, too. 

It was inevitable that we would 
become good friends. And for 
the next few years we developed 
an awesome working relation-
ship based on mutual respect and 
shared, nerdy interests. He was 
a talented writer who worked 
tirelessly, creating amazing 
speeches and communications 
materials about the big issues of 
the day in the Province of Ontar-
io. He believed that, as he once 

LOSS AND CONNECTION 
IN THE TIME OF COVID

Lloyd Rang |  lloyd@lloydrang.com
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wrote, “public service is how you 
change the world.” 

A few years later, he moved 
from Toronto back to London 
to take a new job. We stayed in 
touch and we were thrilled when 
we started working together 
again in 2018. 

THROUGH A ZOOM WINDOW 
During the pandemic, James 
and I talked every day. We start-
ed each morning with a 9:30am 
Zoom call with the core members 
of our team, where we collab-
orated on our work and shared 
personal stories and observations 
about everything that was going 
on. The screen gave us more than 
a window on each other’s desks 
– it gave us a window on each 

other’s lives. 
And then, on January 26, 2022, 

I learned through a social media 
post that my friend had died. 

I had spoken to him a few 
days earlier after he’d been re-
leased from hospital after a bout 
of bronchitis and COVID. I told 
him to take it easy and not to rush 
going back to work. I also told 
him I loved him and to take care 
of himself. 

Those were the last words I 
spoke to him. 

I learned afterwards that he’d 
been far sicker than he let on. 
And that he’d been sick for much 
longer than I had realized. 

So, last week, together with his 
family and about 60 other people, 
I memorialized my friend. 

And that was it. After 14 years 
of working together and hanging 
out together, he was gone. 

I have been thinking a lot about 
love and loss since then. About 
the ways we are both closer to 
each other than ever before, and 
how we are further apart. And 
about the ways technology skews 
our perceptions of each other. 

SEEING AS WE ARE SHOWN 
Take social media, for example. 
The other day one of my friends 
told me: “you have such a happy 
baby!” To which I replied: “Yeah, 
but we don’t post the pictures 
where she’s crying or throwing a 
tantrum.” It reminded me of the 
fact that we only show each oth-
er what we want to see on Face-
book, Instagram and Twitter. 

In the past few months, James’ 
social media feed was all about 
his son’s skateboarding achieve-
ments (the kid is a phenomenal 
skater) and his usual wry obser-
vations about the world. There 
was nothing in his posts that 
even hinted at the fact that he 
was unwell. 

You would think Zoom would 
have kept us connected. 

I saw my friend every week-
day morning for these past two 
years. But while I had a window 
into his office, I could only see 
what was in the frame. Which 
tells me that while we have all 
kinds of tools at our disposal for 
connection, they can be decep-
tive. As with social media, we 

only see what we’re shown. I 
knew what James had for break-
fast each morning and what 
kind of mood he was in, but I 
never knew how much he was 
struggling with his health. So it 
strikes me that, even with Zoom 
calls, we can hide just as much 
as we reveal if we so choose. 

James liked to quote George 
Bernard Shaw:  “The single big-
gest problem in communication 
is the illusion that it has taken 
place.” 

With all the technology at our 
disposal, it’s easy to think that 
fellowship is taking place. But 
maybe, it isn’t. And maybe we all 
have to work that much harder to 
make sure that it is. 
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I LOVE A GOOD QUESTION mark. 
It was a dismal, late winter morn-
ing when I saw the sign outside 
the Museum for an art exhibition 
called The Rules of Art?  As it had 
been a very long time since I’d 
visited a gallery and I had some 
time to myself that morning, I 
stepped inside, out of the rain. 

The first work in the exhibi-
tion was a painting by Alessan-
dra Botticelli, depicting the Vir-
gin and the Christ Child. He’s 
holding a pomegranate, and the 
accompanying text explains that 
the pomegranate was understood 
to be a symbol of the resurrec-
tion. Both mother and child wear 
golden halos, each decorated 
with small, seed-like details. It is 
beautiful and seems to glow with 
vivid life.

The next image sits in stark 
juxtaposition. Mother and Child, 
South Wales is a black and white 
photograph by Helen Muspratt. 
The composition mirrors the 
Botticelli painting, again depict-
ing a mother holding an infant, 
but the tone is harder here, and 
the surfaces rough. In the 1930s, 
Muspratt travelled through the 
Rhondda Valley, photographing 
the families of unemployed min-
ers. The curator’s note states by 
using the visual language of re-

THE RULES OF ART? 
Katie Munnik  |  katiemunnik@yahoo.ca
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ligious art, Muspratt exalts the 
lives of working people. 

And for me, this is where the 
question marks start. What is 
mirrored between these two 
mothers? What is revealed and 
what is concealed by the ways 
they are depicted? 

NEW WAYS OF SEEING
By setting these two images to-
gether, the curators of the ex-
hibition are raising questions 
about the nature of art and ex-
ploring and challenging tradi-
tional ways of seeing. The art 
world has shifted since the hier-
archy of genres was established 
by the French Academy in the 
17th century, but we still tend 
to view certain subjects as more 
worthy of artistic depiction. In 
this exhibition, the museum’s 
collection presents 500 years of 
art as a continuing conversation 
as works by Old Masters such as 
Rembrandt and Botticelli against 
works by contemporary names 
from a range of backgrounds 
and media. Photography, ceram-
ics and film share gallery space 
with oil paintings, sculpture and 
drawings, and, through juxtapo-
sition, something new is created. 
Hierarchies are flattened as is a 
sense of history itself, and new 

ways of seeing are celebrated. 
What does it mean to see a min-

er’s wife as a modern Madonna? 
Or to set portraits of everyday 
people beside the famous faces 
of history?

Where do such comparisons 
take us? What is worth looking at? 

A SHARED STORY
This experiment in honouring a 
more inclusive vision feels like 
what we are doing in the pages 
of this newspaper. Stories of na-

tional urgency share space with 
more intimate, reflective col-
umns and we set the old with the 
new, not in confrontation, but 
so that deeper ways of seeing 
may emerge. Daily life on all its 
stages is honoured, and, despite 
variety, there is a shared story 
here. This is what interests me 
in our community. We’re creat-
ing something new as we seek 
to write redemptive journalism, 
working towards restoration, 
wholeness, and even holiness. 

So where do we put the question 
marks? What new life comes 
from these juxtapositions?  

The Rules of Art? 
exhibition is running at 
the National Museum in 

Cardiff, Wales. You can find 
out more and see a video 
about the exhibition on 

their website  
museum.wales/Cardiff.

I OWN A COPY OF THE TWO-VOLUME EDITION of the 24 volumes of 
the Oxford English Dictionary (O.E.D.) in a slipcase with a magnify-
ing glass in a little drawer on top, needed since the print is exceedingly 
small. In looking up the word freedom, the dictionary refers me back 
to the word free since freedom is the “state of being free.” The word 
free has 15 definitions, including this one: “The state of being able to 
act without hindrance or restraint; liberty of action.” It’s the defini-
tion that the convoy truckers in Ottawa and elsewhere probably had 
in mind.  

However, what interested me most is the etymology, or origin, of the 
word free. It comes from an Old English word primarily meaning “ex-
emption or release from slavery.” Closely following on this is a note 
that free is also related to Old Welsh and Old Frisian words that mean, 

OLD FRISIAN FREEDOM 
Bob Bruinsma  |  bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Bob is a retired Professor of Education who sometimes 
reads dictionaries for pleasure.

“to love, to delight, to endear as a friend.” So freedom is a complicated 
word with a fascinating history. 

TRUE FREEDOM
I wish I could read New Testament Greek because St. Paul also has 
much to say about freedom, slavery and love, and it would be inter-
esting to know how many nuances of the word free or freedom exist in 
Greek. In Romans 6, Paul contrasts being a slave to sin with the free-
dom of being a slave to Jesus. It’s not a question of being a “slave” or 
not a “slave”; it’s a question of to whom or to what one is enslaved. As 
Bob Dylan once sang, “You gotta serve somebody; it may be the Devil 
or it may be the Lord, but you gotta serve somebody.” 

The Bible gives very little credence to a definition of freedom 
as “the state of being able to act without hindrance or restraint.” 
In fact, I think that the Bible favours the old Welsh/Frisian associ-
ation of the word free with the words love and friend. Both Jesus 
and Paul remind us that the greatest virtue of all is love. And love 
always implies commitment. And commitment always implies a 
willingness to give up one’s freedom for the sake of others. Loving 
someone always involves the abandonment of “me first” selfish-
ness and the embrace of “you first” selflessness (which doesn’t feel 

like sacrifice at all but, rather, as 
a gift freely given). 

Finally, the love of others can 
lead to the freedom of true friend-
ship. In John 15:12-15, Jesus tell 
his disciples that he is their friend, 
and they are his friends. “I do not 
call you servants (slaves) any 
longer, because the slave does not 
know what the master is doing; 
but I have called you friends be-
cause I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from 
my Father” (vs. 15). 

I hear that there were regular 
prayer meetings by the so-called 
freedom-loving convoy occupi-
ers of Ottawa. A careful reading 
of Scripture, or the O.E.D., might 
have changed what they were 
praying for. 

(Left) 'Mother and Child' (1937), photograph by Helen Muspratt. (Right) 'Virgin and Child with Pomegranate' (1435), painting by Botticelli.  
Used with permission of the National Museum Wales. 
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Find prayer requests from believers around the world at  
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Each day… 

• Portuguese speakers in Brazil  

can call a phone number to hear 

a devotional and record their own 

prayer request. 

• Believers in India check in to their 
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requests and praying for one another. 

• Seekers around the world can 

share their requests with ReFrame’s 

ministry partners in their own 

language

“Thank you for praying for me and my 

family. I really appreciate that God uses 

you mightily to touch lives and families. 

May God continue to bless the works 

of your hands. To God be all the glory, 

honor, and praise!” 

—Nina 

亲爱的主
Dear Father Padre Nuestro

In Jesus’ name

Dalam nama Yesus
Shin’ainaru omo yo
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AMONG THE GUESTS AT THE GRAND OPENING of A Rocha's Buck 
Creek Canfor Hatchery and Nature Centre in Houston, B.C. in Sep-
tember 2021 were Mr. and Mrs. John Franken, long-time residents of 
the Bulkley Valley.  A Rocha is an international Christian conservation 
organization. John was a devout Christian whose witness involved 
creation care, strengthening local communities, enriching guests to 
appreciate creation through the Franken’s B & B, Chickadee Acres, 
respecting Indigenous peoples, and caring for the lonely and needy. 
John and Sandi lived an active, hospitable and remarkably simple life. 
The Frankens moved out of the Bulkley Valley to Chilliwack sever-
al years ago for health reasons. As one of John’s friends noted: “He 
knew how to live.” John passed away on December 29, 2021, and 
Sandi is living in Surrey at present.  

INSPIRATION
The Frankens built a beautiful log home when John served as prin-
cipal of Houston Christian School and Sandi worked at the Hous-
ton Health Centre. Later, the Frankens moved to Smithers after a 
short stay in Kelowna. While teaching at Bulkley Valley Christian 
School where Sandi also served as librarian, the Frankens began 
a bluebird trail project, constructing, maintaining and monitoring 
the nesting of mountain bluebirds and tree swallows. All this time, 
John recorded data on his computers and made it available to any-

JOHN FRANKEN:  
A LIFE DEVOTED TO 
CREATION CARE

Curt  Gesch |  cgesch63@gmail.com
Besides being a friend to John Franken, Curt and John encour-
aged each other to write about creation care in various periodi-
cals, including Christian Courier. 

one interested in the work. 
John was a promoter of cre-

ation-care, regenerative agri-
culture and social justice issues 
for many years. He took a trip 
to East Africa accompanied by 
A Rocha representatives and 
was able at that time to draw 
on the insights and knowledge 
of Dr. Calvin De Witt, now an 
alumnus professor at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin and one 
of the deans of North American 
environmental scholars and ac-
tivists. With De Witt and A Ro-
cha members, John found his 
Christian faith an inspiration 
and motivation.  

John shared De Witt’s perspec-
tive and that of another Wiscon-
sin resident, Aldo Leopold, who 
both serve as mentors for the en-
vironmental work John had been 
doing for very many years.  John 
Franken also bore the distinc-
tion of being a “bridge” person 
who knew and was friends with 
people from the ranching and 
logging industries as well as the 
environmental movement. As 
such, he was right at home with 
all who are united by a concern 
for fish, forests, water and the lo-
cal human community.  

HOLISTIC AGRICULTURE
John was not a farmer but was ada-
mant in his insistence that there had 
to be a more earth-friendly way of 
farming than large-scale commod-
ity agriculture and concentrated 
animal feed operations. He ad-
mired the foundational thinking 
of Wendell Berry, the example of 
Don Ruzicka of Alberta, and sup-
ported with his interest the efforts 
of local farmers who aimed at a 
more regenerative style of agricul-
ture. He encouraged the agriculture 

department of Dordt University to 
develop a wider, holistic style of 
agriculture in its course offerings. 

John felt privileged to have 
spent so much of his life on the 
traditional territory of the Wet’su-
wet’en nation. 

No one could ask for better 
friends than John and Sandi 
Franken. Their name may not on 
be on the news headlines every 
night, but they are the sort of 
folks that we used to call “salt of 
the earth” people. 

THE PHOTO ON MY DESK was taken 
71 years ago. It shows my in-laws 
on their wedding day – February 
14, 1951. Dad looks dapper in his 
dark, double-breasted suit; Mom is 
resplendent in her gorgeous white 
gown. Although he’s never one for 
emotional displays, there’s a defin-
ite light in Dad’s eyes. Mom bears 
a serene, confident smile – a love-
ly young couple anticipating the 
grand adventure ahead.

Like all starry-eyed newlyweds, 
they couldn’t possibly have known 
what the future held. That didn’t 
dampen their hopes and dreams. 
They had lived through WWII and 
now a sense of optimism and the 
prospect of a “better life” loomed on 
the horizon. Knowing of their plans 
to immigrate to Canada after their 
marriage, the pastor chose the wed-
ding text from Deuteronomy 31: 6 
(b) – “Fear not . . . for it is the Lord 

ALWAYS AND FOREVER
Heidi VanderSlikke  |  hmvanderslikke@hotmail.com

Heidi lives in Mapleton Township, Ont. Her life and writing centre 
on faith, family and farm life.

your God who goes with you. 
He will not leave you or forsake 
you.” Not that these two were 
planning to conquer Canaan, 
but it was an appropriate re-
minder that wherever God’s 
children go, he accompanies 
them. Always.

TRANSITIONS
And so their journey as hus-
band and wife began. A week 
after the wedding Dad headed 
off for Canada. He traveled 
over the ocean and half way 
across the continent to arrive 
in Fertile, Saskatchewan, 
where a bachelor uncle lived.

Mom followed a few 
months later. She learned Eng-
lish from the Sears catalogue. 
Before long a baby was on the 
way. Although people were 
kind, pregnancy wasn’t easy 

for Mom and the homesickness 
was more than she could handle. 
They returned to Holland where 
Nelly was born.

Coming back to Canada, they 
settled this time in Ontario, clos-
er to Mom’s oldest sister and her 
family. Jack was born in Guelph. 
They lived in a few different 
places before calling Stoney 
Creek home for more than 20 
years. Many young Dutch fam-
ilies immigrated in those days 
and Mom and Dad formed life-
long friendships with some of 
them. In 1983, they moved to 
Harriston. Family life centred on 
church and they served faithful-
ly in various roles.

THE PROMISES OF GOD
Ordinary days added up to more 
than 70 extraordinary years. The 
family grew as both Nelly and 
Jack got married. Mom and Dad 
welcomed the arrival of grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 
They were always there for the 
school programmes, graduations, 
special milestones and weddings. 
They showed us all what genuine 
faith, love and commitment look 

like in the real world.
Last summer they moved to a 

seniors’ apartment in Drayton. 
Mom busied herself making it 
homey. She was organizing her 
closet one afternoon when Dad 
went out for groceries. He re-
turned to find her collapsed on 
the floor, suffering terrible ab-
dominal pain. The ambulance 
took her to the hospital. She 
never came home again.

Mom left us detailed instruc-
tions about her funeral. She chose 
the songs and scriptures and in-
sisted that we refer to it as “A cele-
bration of God’s grace in the life of 
his child, Maria Maartje Vander- 
Slikke.” She aimed to bring glory 
to God for his goodness to her.

My eyes overflowed as we 
sang: In mansions of glory and 
endless delight, I’ll ever adore 
Thee in heaven so bright; I’ll 
sing with the glittering crown on 
my brow, If ever I loved Thee, my 
Jesus, ‘tis now.
Mom has found her home in 
mansions of glory. Dad and the 
rest of us are left to grieve. Our 
tears flow not for her, but for 
our own broken hearts. In our 

sorrow we cling to God’s prom-
ise – Never will I leave you or 
forsake you! The Lord looks af-
ter his children wherever they 
are. Forever. 
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THIS MONTH, OUR Janneke turns 
13. Thinking back to her birth, I 
am reminded of the strong feel-
ings we had then. It was obvious 
her body would not have the 
same freedoms as her peers to ex-
plore talking, eating and walking. 
In those first few weeks, we knew 
that we’d have to redefine (again) 
life together as a family and how 
to best care for Janneke. 

AWKWARD CONVERSATIONS
With all the recent conversations 
about freedom, it’s almost as if 
the word itself has become a cuss 
word – a new F-word to avoid 
in conversations with others. 
Our world is tired of living with 
covid-19. The combination of 
uncertainty, limitations and hav-
ing to wait has made it difficult 
to make plans for the near future. 

Shortly after Rachel, Janneke’s 

FINITE POSSIBILITIES
Sara Pot |  thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story includes daughters Rachel and Janneke 
who are severely disabled but radiate joy and grace.

IN THE LATE 1960'S, WHEN I WAS AN undergraduate studying psychol-
ogy at McGill, one of the topics discussed was Dr. Penfield’s work at 
the Montreal Neurological Institute. Dr. Penfield had discovered that 
for some forms of epilepsy, small areas of the brain caused the sei-
zures, and if he surgically removed these areas, the patient’s seizures 
would stop or be greatly reduced. This was a major breakthrough. The 
surgery was life changing for patients whose seizures were unrespon-
sive to medication, and neurosurgeons still perform it today. 

Because Dr. Penfield’s procedure was new, he did considerable work 
to ensure the surgery, which is not reversible, would help the patient 
without causing other damage. One step was to stimulate brain areas 
to determine no critical spots were harmed (speech centers, for exam-
ple). This led to many discoveries about how the brain is organized. 
He mapped two brain areas where control of various body parts and 
muscles is spread out, which we call the sensory and motor homunculi.

NEW ADVANCES
Clinical neurological techniques have come a long way since Penfield, 
and we are developing new tools to help patients with brain disorders. 
Neurosurgeons are now implanting electrodes (thin, strong insulat-
ed wires – except at the tip) into specific brain regions to stimulate 
neurons, relieving symptoms of Parkinson’s disease and other men-
tal disorders like unresponsive depression. These electrodes must be 
placed precisely to be effective, and this is sometimes done by record-

THE CARE & ETHICS OF 
BRAIN SURGERY 

Rudy Eikelboom  | reikelboom@wlu.ca

Rudy, who respects the medical community, is a pastoral 
elder at Waterloo Christian Reformed Church and a retired 
psychology professor.

ing the brain’s electrical activity, 
occasionally for extended peri-
ods. Many procedures are done 
while the patient is awake so that 
the doctors can benefit from the 
patient’s input while placing the 
electrodes or interpreting the re-
cordings. (Local anesthetics pre-
vent any pain from this surgery.)

Just like for Dr. Penfield, at the 
same time that these surgeries bring 
relief, they also offer unique op-
portunities to study how the brain 
works. For obvious ethical rea-
sons, broad studies of the human 
brain using invasive techniques 
are not possible. But when patients 
are preparing for surgery and have 
their brain waves recorded for an 
extended period, they provide an 
opportunity for basic science ex-
periments that cannot be done in 
any other way. These experiments 
– unrelated to solving their medi-
cal issue – continue to tell us a lot 
about the functions of different 
brain areas and how the brain is 
organized and works in real time.

Such research presents thorny 
ethical issues. The experiment is 
entirely independent from the clin-
ical concerns of the patient, and 
often the people doing the research 
are also the doctors treating the pa-

tient, which means conflicts of in-
terest can arise. First this research 
will go through a detailed institu-
tional review. But additionally, the 
scientists and doctors have two 
key priorities: (1) making sure the 
clinical needs of the patient are not 
harmed, and (2) making sure the 
patient’s research involvement is 
entirely voluntary.

Any research must not im-
pact the clinical care of the pa-
tient. For example, recordings 
might be made at various points 
as electrodes are placed in the 
brain – this may give us new 
information about how parts of 
the brain function but extend the 
time in surgery. Other surgeries 
may be done either with the pa-
tient awake or asleep. If asleep, 
research may not be possible. In 
both cases, the patient’s clinical 
needs are paramount, and the re-
search needs are secondary.

Voluntary consent is also nec-
essary. But patients often want to 
please their doctors, and if they 
are asked to participate in a doc-
tor’s research project, they may 
feel obligated to agree. Research-
ers have set up detailed consent 
procedures to ensure patients un-
derstand participation is volun-

tary. They have different people 
asking for consent, other than the 
primary doctor, make sure the pa-
tient and family are all included, 
and ask multiple times if the pa-
tient wants to continue participat-
ing in the research. In addition, 
all research team members must 
have clinical patient skills (i.e., 
appropriate bedside manners).

As a Christian concerned about 
the dignity of all God’s children, I 
laud the medical and research com-
munity for their efforts to develop 
detailed ethical principles that re-
spect the needs of people in their 
care. Patients are often in a vul-
nerable position, and we all have 
a duty to protect their interests. 

older sister and the first of our two 
disabled daughters, was born, I sat 
with a geneticist who tried to explain 
the different diagnoses the team 
was considering. So much of what 
Rachel wasn’t able to do already in 
her few first days of life was dictating 
the tests planned and care given. All 
of this was replicated when Janneke 
was born three years later. With both 
girls, I didn’t know what to do with 
that uncertainty, the obvious and im-
pending limitations, and it was im-
possible to imagine planning beyond 
one day at a time.
THE POWER OF WORDS
“Physicians have the power 

to change the trajectory of a 
family’s life with their words,” 
author Sue Robin says. “Use your 
words to express joy, not tragedy. 
Celebration, not pity.” We are 
thankful to have some amazing 
medical teams that have injected 
joy from their experience with 

other children; this has allowed 
me to think about what might be 
possible with mine.

FAVOURITE F-WORDS
In the last number of years, I’m 
honoured to be working along-
side CanChild, a Hamilton, On-
tario-based research centre fo-
cused on childhood disability, 

and Dr. Peter Rosenbaum with 
the work of the F-words endeav-
our. In 2011, inspired by years of 
research, Dr. Rosenbaum and his 
colleague Dr. Jan Gorter published 
a paper entitled “The ‘F-words’ 
in Childhood Disability: I swear 
this is how we should think!” In-

tending to support parents, care-
givers, educators and youth im-
pacted by disability, the F-words 
– functioning, family, fitness, fun, 
friends and future – help to create 
goals to influence quality of life 
for everyone involved. The Can-
Child team is recognized globally 
for its work, and the positive rip-
ple effects for families, caregivers 

and youth has been tremendous. 
As I write, we are developing on-
line modules to create even more 
accessibility with goal-setting 
while at home. 

When I think of fitness as a 
goal for Rachel and Janneke, our 
dreams take into consideration 
that neither of them will be able 
to run a mile. Yet, with fitness as 
a goal, Janneke has led warm-
ups with her peers in gym class. 
Rachel is currently attending a 
Grade 10 girls P.E. class, happi-
ly observing with her eyes and 
engaging with her wiggling feet 
while sitting in her wheelchair. 
And yes, the goals with friends 
and fun are met here too!
 
MOVING FORWARD
Faith is another great F-word that 
fits into our family. Though our 
girls cannot engage with us in 
words about faith, there is noth-
ing preventing us from offering 
faith-filled care. Influenced by 
Christ’s example, our hope is to 
see them welcomed and cared 
for in a world that welcomes and 
cares for the marginalised and 
the vulnerable.  

“Keep some room 
in your heart for the 

unimaginable.” 
 - Mary Oliver

 Janneke leading warm up.
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IMAGINE BEING ABLE to teleport 
anywhere, change your appear-
ance, ride a dragon or build your 
own fantasy home. Mark Zuck-
erberg, founder of Facebook 
(now named “Meta”), recently 
announced the creation of “the 
metaverse,” an immersive virtual 
world in which you can do all these 
things. 

Zuckerberg’s vision is not new. 
Immersive online video games 
like Fortnite and Roblox have 
been around for years. The term 
“metaverse” was coined in a 
1990s novel titled SnowCrasher, 
in which characters escaped a 
dystopian reality through a virtu-
al world. Entering the metaverse 
requires a virtual reality (VR) 
headset that covers the eyes with 
stereoscopic views that track as 
you turn your head. 

The metaverse uses “avatars” 

to represent users, allowing us to 
choose how we appear – taller, 
or completely different – a robot 
or unicorn. Zuckerberg claims 
the metaverse enables a “deep 
feeling of presence,” and further 
enhancements to VR promise 
even more fidelity. Besides hand 
tracking devices there are also 
omnidirectional treadmills en-
abling you to walk, run or jump 
in a virtual world. Others are de-
veloping bodysuits which enable 
you to feel sensations as you in-
teract within a virtual world.

The metaverse can be used to 
work, play, shop and socialize, en-
abling people to meet in ways that 
are far more immersive than Zoom. 
Businesses can use the metaverse to 
market and advertise their goods. 
Schools could use VR to take their 
students on a journey inside a blood 
vessel or to the bottom of the ocean.

The computer science depart-
ment at Calvin University has a 
VR setup and some of our stu-
dents have created virtual worlds, 
including a virtual model of Cal-
vin’s campus with a lemonade 
stand equipped with a cannon 
that shoots lemons.

New technologies like VR are 
often either celebrated or criti-
cized. But thoughtfully engaging 
new technologies requires much 
more nuance. Virtual reality is 
part of the technical possibilities 
in creation; although they can be 
misdirected, they should not be 
dismissed out of hand.

TOOLS & CONCERNS
For example, VR is currently be-
ing used to train pilots and sur-
geons in virtual environments 
where mistakes do have real 
world consequences. Architects 
can use VR to evaluate new 
buildings in a way that is not pos-
sible with traditional blueprints. 
Scientists and engineers can use 
VR to visualize complex systems 
for insights and understanding. 
VR enables delightful entertain-
ment possibilities, virtual travel 
experiences, and expands the 
horizons for housebound people.

But there are many legitimate 
concerns. How will VR impact 
our sense of identity as we pres-
ent ourselves in any form we 
wish? How will companies like 
Meta monetize VR? Will VR 
bring perverse and violent games, 
pornography, addictions, loneli-
ness, and confusion between the 
virtual and the real? Many have 
worshipped using Zoom during 
the pandemic, but what are the 
implications of church in VR?

WHAT USE IS A BODY?
VR comes with additional philo-
sophical and theological concerns. 
As people become more im-
mersed in VR, will they become 
more susceptible to a new kind of 
Gnosticism that undervalues the 

importance of embodied human 
existence? The writer Wendell 
Berry laments that “our bodies 
have become marginal . . . because 
we have less and less use for them 
. . . we use them only as shipping 
cartons to transport our brains and 
our few employable muscles back 
and forth to work.” The Christian 
philosopher Craig Gay reminds 
us that “Christ’s incarnation is an 
extraordinary endorsement of or-
dinary, embodied being.”

VR is part of the creational 
possibilities that we are called to 
responsibly unfold. We have seen 
that recent technologies like social 
networking can come with signif-
icant consequences when pursued 
for their own sake or strictly to 
maximize profits. The question is, 
can we develop VR responsibly 
and in a normative way, unfold-
ing its good possibilities while 
avoiding harmful distortions? 
Guiding such a development will 
demand that it not be left in the 
hands of computer scientists and 
profit-driven corporations alone; 
it will require the expertise of psy-
chologists, philosophers, artists, 
social scientists – and the contri-
butions and insights of thoughtful 
Christians.

Columns

DIVIDED
Tom Wolthuis  |  tomwolthuis@gmail.com

Tom  is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church and the Direc-
tor of Geneva Campus Ministry at the University of Iowa. He has a 
series of podcasts on reading scripture at genevaui.podbean.com.

PICTURE A WORLD divided: reli-
giously, politically, economically 
and socially.

Religiously, some stress faith-
ful, traditional worship, as they 
learned it. Many focus on moral-
ity behavior. Others say it is about 
prophetic action, especially to 
right injustices. 

Politically, some like gov-
ernment programs from “we, 
the people.” Others favor local 
government for our community. 
People sometimes fight the gov-
ernment for taking property and 

infringing on individual rights.
Economically, do the rich pa-

tronize the poor by creating jobs? 
The Middle Class earns its own 
way, and the poor beg for help. 

People divide socially into us/
them: nations against nations, 
civilized against developing, and 
races against others.

SOUND FAMILIAR? 
That’s a picture of first century 
Judaism.  The Sadducees empha-
sized faithful, traditional worship 
of the Temple, running the govern-

ment in cooperation with Rome, 
and showing charity to the poor. 
The Pharisees’ life was about the 
morality of keeping the Torah 
and working faithfully at the local 
community/synagogue level. The 
Essenes waited, prayed, and called 
prophetically for God’s justice to 
overthrow the religiously corrupt, 
the politically compromised, and 
the abusive rich. Then there were 
those who were tired of waiting 
(later called the “Zealots”). Now 
was the time to revolt against the 
worldly powers.

Toss in those of Greek cultural 
background, Romans, Egyptians 
and immigrants from old Baby-
lon. The world was divided.

INCARNATION
Into this comes the Father, “from 
whom every family in heaven and 
on earth derives its name” (Eph. 
3:14) in Jesus Christ. Jesus prays, 
“My prayer is not that you take them 
out of the world but that you protect 
them from the evil one . . . Sancti-
fy them by the truth; your word is 
truth. . . . I pray also for those who 
will believe in me through their 
message, that all of them may be 

one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you. May they also be 
in us so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. I have given 
them the glory that you gave me, 
that they may be one as we are one 
– I in them and you in me – so that 
they may be brought to complete 
unity” (John 17:15-23).

SACRIFICE
Paul declares what Jesus did on 
the cross. “For he himself is our 
peace, who has made the two 
groups one and has destroyed the 
barrier, the dividing wall of hostil-
ity, by setting aside in his flesh the 
law with its commands and regu-
lations. His purpose was to create 
in himself one new humanity out 
of the two, thus making peace, 
and in one body to reconcile both 
of them to God through the cross” 
(Eph. 2:14-16).

What divides us is that we have 
continued to define truth as “my 
view”. Collectively, we continue 
to make the faith primarily a mor-
al religious system of control, law 
and judgment. The “truth” is that 
first and foremost God acts in Jesus 
Christ to faithfully keep his prom-

ise to save us and his world. We 
have put our actions, our morality, 
above God’s grace.

MORAL THERAPEUTIC DEISM
A few decades ago, Christian 
Smith, a Notre Dame sociologist, 
summarized that the majority of 
Christian youth in America were 
moral therapeutic Deists. Religion 
was defined in terms of moral 
rules and behaviors. One believes 
to feel better. God exists, but he is 
not active. 

About that time, I visited some 
“contemporary” churches and 
often heard messages about self-
help, how to live a better life. This 
moralism divides us. 

Biblical theology is about what 
God is doing in Jesus Christ and 
through his Spirit to unite us.

Bill Hybels makes the distinc-
tion between “do” and “done.” 
He says his Christian Reformed 
church upbringing focused on 
what we must “do.” He grew up in 
my neighborhood, and I agree. The 
Gospel is first about what God has 
done in Jesus Christ. This is what 
unites us. “What God has brought 
together, let no one divide.”

EXPLORING THE 
METAVERSE

Derek Schuurman  |  derek@calvin.edu

Derek is a professor at Calvin University where he helps equip 
future computer scientists.
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3DAYS OF ENCOURAGEMENT
Refreshment and Renewal for Pastoral Leaders

SPECIAL GUESTS

24-27 May 2022
THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE

Through these months of pandemic, 
clergy have faced many challenges 
specific to their roles in leadership, 
pastoral care, and teaching. You have 
adapted, developed new modes of 
ministry, and wondered about the 
future. Perhaps now is a time for 
refreshment and encouragement 
through worship and reflection.

Registration           $165 
including meals/ snacks 

Residence                  $30 
room per night 

3495 University Street Montreal, QC, H3A 2A8 | 514.288.5256

REGISTRATION
presbyteriancollege.ca

Carolyn Arends is an award winning and 
Juno-nominated musician known for her 
songwriting. She is also Director of 
Education for Renovaré, an organizations 
that nurtures spiritual renewal.

Dennis Edwards is Associate Professor of 
New Testament at North Park Theological 
Seminary (Chicago) and author of, among 
other books, Might from the Margins. 

Phil Irish is an artist and Professor of Fine 
Arts at Redeemer University College in 
Ancaster, Ontario. He is committed to the 
integration of fine arts within the church’s 
worship. 

For more information, 
contact: 
reception@pcmtl.ca

FEW NEWS REPORTS HAVE INFURIATED ME as much as the one coming 
out of Alabama, where the state legislature’s plan to redraw congression-
al districts was recently approved by a divided United States Supreme 
Court. Since 1790 the federal government has conducted a census every 
10 years. Based on the resulting population statistics, each state is allo-
cated a certain number of seats to the House of Representatives. With the 
number of representatives fixed at 435 since 1912, individual states gain 
and lose representatives over time.

The states are responsible for redrawing the new districts within their 
own borders. Each district is supposed to have roughly equal population 
so that no group of people is over- or underrepresented. Sad to say, corrup-
tion and conflict-of-interest are at the very heart of the process. Because 
they are dominated by one of the two parties, a Republican state house, for 
example, will draw the boundaries to ensure that Republicans dominate 
the state’s congressional delegation, thereby badly skewing election results. 
Democrats quite happily do the same in the states they dominate.

This is known as gerrymandering, after Massachusetts Governor 
Elbridge Gerry, who signed a bill in 1812 creating a bizarrely-shaped 
district wrapping around Boston which, on the map, resembled a sala-
mander. More recently, the Illinois General Assembly created a district 
encompassing two distant neighbourhoods in Chicago connected only by 
a thin line running down Interstate 294.

Because democracy is supposed to give voice to citizens, the pro-
cess whereby they make their voices heard is crucial to the long-term 
health and viability of a political system. But Alabama, despite its Af-

GERRYMANDERING  
INJUSTICE

David T. Koyzis  |  dtkoyzis@gmail.com

David is a Global Scholar with Global Scholars Canada. He is 
the author of Political Visions and Illusions. Most of his extended 
family live within the borders of the original gerrymander.

rican-American population amounting to almost 27 percent of the total, 
redrew its districts so that only one out of seven has an African-American 
majority, reducing their proportionate voice by nearly half. This was the 
result of a Republican legislature attempting to ensure that the state elect-
ed Republicans to Congress.

TWO SOLUTIONS
How to remedy this? There are two possibilities. The first is to establish 
Canadian-style electoral boundaries commissions to draw the new dis-
tricts. In this country three members are appointed for each province, two 
by the Speaker of the House of Commons and one by the chief justice of 
the relevant province. Such commissions are supposed to be impartial 
and certainly not biased towards any particular political party. The law 
carefully sets out the rules governing what we call redistribution to ensure 
that Canadians are fairly represented within the parameters of our first-
past-the-post electoral system.

The second possibility would see Americans adopting some form of 
proportional representation (PR) on a state-by-state basis. A straight party 
list system would have voters choosing, not a local candidate, but a list 

determined by party leaders for the 
state. This means that if 45 per-
cent of California voters chose a 
Democratic list, 23 or 24 seats out 
of the state’s 53 representatives 
would go to Democrats. In Ala-
bama, African-American voters, 
who generally favour Democrats, 
would likely send two Democratic 
representatives to Washington.

However, given the size and di-
versity of the U.S., and given Amer-
icans’ attachment to their local com-
munities, a form of PR that takes 
this into account would be better. 
Germany’s mixed-member-propor-
tional (MMP) system does this very 
well by retaining the best of our 
current system, dividing the country 
into so many electoral districts and 
allowing citizens a second vote for 
a party list. MMP would add an ele-
ment of proportionality to a state’s 
congressional delegation.

In New Zealand it took a political 
crisis to move voters there to adopt 
PR. Given the current polarization 
in the US and the severe dysfunc-
tion in the two major parties, the 
time may finally have arrived to 
consider another way—one that 
would allow other parties to gain 
representation in Congress, there-
by making for fairer representation 
in states like Alabama. 

  Original cartoon of the Gerry-Mander, published in the Boston Sentinel, 1812.
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CREATURE
REDACTIONS

CREATURE
REDACTIONS

“You wouldn’t think it 
would be enjoyable, 
a book that delves 
into and details the 
dire plight of so many 
of the animals with 
which we humans share 
this earth. But it is. 
Peter Reitsma’s text is 
trenchant, informed, 
unstinting, poetic and 
sometimes quite funny 
(the zebra’s stripes as 
bar code?) while his 
matching  27 paintings 
are straight to the 
point, surprising and 
poignant (an elephant 
prays the rosary whose 
beads may be made 
of ivory). This is not a 
happy book, but rather 
the hard-earned, living 
hope of a creativity that 
would if it could restore 
what has been redacted 
from our home planet.”                                
  -John Terpstra, poet

voices 
unheard 

in the 
wild

by Peter Reitsma

To order a copy:   
petereitsma.com

IF YOU HAVE DECIDED IN YOUR
TO GIVE

heart

we c an help !
800.267.8890 ext. 217  or  info@csservices.ca

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
     1 Keefer Road

  St. Catharines ON  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen  5529 Regional Rd. #81

 Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church St.  St. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

hulseandenglish.com
 Holly Rousseau - Managing Director

Serving the community over150 years

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / 
CHOCOLATE / TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St., St. Catharines ON L2N 4N8
Fax: 905-934-3344      905-934-6454

ramakersimports@bellnet.ca
ramakersimports.com

GARY VAN EYK CPA,CMA 
  Chartered Professional Accountant
  Accounting - Tax - Financial Consulting

201- 50 Lakeport Rd.,
           St. Catharines ON L2N 4P7

 Ph: 905-646-7331     Fax: 905-646-0951

E-mail: gary@garyvaneyk.ca

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
 Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

           meesterinsurance.com

The business directory ads are 2.4068 by 1.6708 inches - can that be 
simplified? 
Will send individually and also greyscale ones in proper .pdfs when I 
know these are ok.  
They are currently for the second issue of the month but can put 4 in one 
issue and 4 in another or so when there are two issues in the month.

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen  5529 Regional Rd. #81

 Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

SUBMIT YOUR AD
To submit your ad or view our 
Media Kit visit:  
www.christiancourier.ca/advertise 
Next issue date: February 14, 2022
Ads deadline: January 26, 2022
Contact: ads@christiancourier.ca 

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1
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www.wittetravel.com/tours

Paul’s Missionary Journeys In Turkey and 
the Seven Churches of the Revelation
May 23 – June 4 | Hosted by Dr. Jeffrey Weima

In the Light of Jesus: 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
June 20 – July 2 | Hosted by Pastor Bill & Lyn Vanden Bosch

616.957.8113
3250 28th St SE

Grand Rapids, MI

SPIRITUAL JOURNE YS
Each guided tour connects sightseeing with Scripture, 

bringing the Bible to life as you gain insight 
into the history, culture, and people of biblical times.

Sign up
today!

 
Investment Opportunity 

Located on New Street in Burlington, Ontario 
 

Offering promissory notes 
 

 
 

For further information: 
John Dekker (Treasurer) • 905-637-9799 johnbdekker@gmail.com 

Clarence Plas (Accountant) • 905-639-6412 clarenceplas1@gmail.com. 
 

www.maranathagardens.ca 

 

Do you believe Christian schools are a dynamic way to expand the 
influence of  Christ in our culture? Are you looking for a meaningful role 
in a growing, vibrant organization?

The Christian School Foundation is seeking a candidate who can lead 
our Investment Team, provide financial guidance for schools, and support 
donors as they achieve their philanthropic priorities. A Certified Financial 
Planner designation (or similar) is an asset.

The Christian School Foundation has a culture of  integrity and 
professionalism, while also being nimble in how it responds to our donors 
and schools. We are a small team, so the ability to work well together and 
innovate as we fulfill our mission is crucial.

Contact Meghan Van Pelt at office@christianschoolfoundation.ca for more 
information, or visit our website at www.christianschoolfoundation.ca 

“We draw Christian schools and donors together to expand the influence 
of  Christ in our culture.”

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Christian School Foundation (Canada) Inc.
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Classifieds

$699,000. The Gardens by Maranatha is located in the heart of south 
Burlington, just steps from the lake (505-3290 New Street). The Gar-
dens is a unique residence for 55+ community. This 1 bedroom plus 
den, 2 bathroom unit offers 1050sf of living space.

Upgrades include quartz countertops, engineered flooring and full size washer/dryer. The unit boasts 
a large balcony with views of the City. The Gardens offers numerous amenities including Lounge, 
Workshop, Fitness Room, Party Room, Meeting Room, Terrace, Underground Parking and Lockers.
For further information please contact Geraldine @289-795-2816, ac.ocegoc@rehcssobg

FOR SALE

CAMPUS CHAPLAIN
Ottawa Campus Chaplaincy seeks to hire a full-time campus chaplain to lead a campus 
ministry located at the University of Ottawa in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada’s national capital.
The successful candidate must be committed to the Reformed faith, have experience work-
ing pastorally with young adults, be an articulate Christian presence in both the academic 
and wider community, and have a relevant advanced academic and/or professional degree. 
The ability to communicate in both French and English is an asset.
Please send a letter of application, resume, the names and contact information for three 
references, and a brief vision for campus ministry as e-mail attachments to board@ottawa-
campuschaplaincy.org (send documents as e-mail attachments).
A detailed job description is available upon request. See also ottawacampuschaplaincy.org. 
Application deadline: March 15, 2022.

JOBS

TEACHING PASTOR 
Hope Fellowship Christian Reformed Church in Courtice, Ontario, is actively seeking a 
full-time Teaching Pastor passionate about preaching God’s word within dynamic worship, 
with a focus on cross-generational shepherding and discipleship and a passion for engag-
ing the next generation.  Hope Fellowship embraces and lives out God’s redemptive plan 
by inviting people to believe in Jesus, belong to God’s family and bless every neighbour.  
Send questions and resumes to Search@hopefellowship.ca.

VANDERSLIKKE, Maria Maartje (Matze)   
May 6, 1931 – January 18, 2022. 
Beloved wife of John VanderSlikke, went home to be with her Lord 
in her 91st year.
Dear mother of Nelly and her husband, Charlie Tempest of Pelham, 
ON; and Jack and his wife Heidi VanderSlikke of Arthur, ON.
Loving Grandma to Chris and Tammy Martin, Rob Martin, James 
and Willene VanderSlikke, Stephanie and Aaron Smith, Jessica and 
Graham Johnston.
Cherished Oma to Nathan and Carter Martin; Mark and Owen Mar-
tin; Daniel, Cassandra and Eden VanderSlikke; Abigail, Hanna and Chloe Smith; Romario and 
Emmett Johnston.
She was “Tante Riet” to many nieces and nephews in Canada and Holland and will be deeply 
missed by all.
Predeceased by her parents, Jacob and Maartje Matze, parents-in-law, Cornelius and Neeltje 
VanderSlikke; and by brothers, Kees, Dirk, and Rien; sisters, Maria, Lyntje, Aagie and Jannie, 
and her son-in-law, Terry Martin.
Maria was born in Hazerswoude, Holland and married John on Valentine’s Day, 1951. They 
immigrated to Canada soon afterward, going first to Fertile, Saskatchewan and finally settling in 
the Hamilton, Ontario area. In 1983, they came to Harriston, where they lived until a recent move 
to Drayton. She was a devoted member of the Reformed Church and served faithfully in Stoney 
Creek as well as Harriston. Maria had a special passion for women’s ministry and was active for 
many years in the leadership of Reformed Church Women. She was a wonderful wife and moth-
er. She adored and was adored by her grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Those who loved her (and there are many!) are left behind with a lifetime of special memories 
and a legacy of Christian faith. We have the blessed assurance that Maria is now safely home in 
the presence of her Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
A celebration of God’s grace was held in the Palmerston Christian Reformed Church, on January 
21, 2022. Pastor Andrew deGelder officiated. A video of the service can be found on the church 
website. Online condolences may be left at www.hardyleefuneralhome.com, where the video can 
also be found. Spring interment in the Harriston Cemetery.
Correspondence may be addressed to John VanderSlikke, 81 Wood Street, Apt. 33, Drayton, ON
N0G 1P0; Telephone – 226-818-2047.

VAN STAALDUINEN,  William “Bill” 
A very happy 80th birthday to William “Bill” van Staalduin-
en, the best husband, Dad, Grandpa/Opa a family could hope 
for! What a blessing you are to everyone who knows you, 
and we hope and pray for many more birthdays to come. We 
love you!

BIRTHDAY

Happy  90th Birthday Ida Beimers
May God Continue to Greatly Bless our amazing mom!
From her children Ingrid, Ed, Helen, Renee, Mike & Bert 
and their families.
They include 15 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren.
Psalm 46 “God is our Refuge and Strength...”
27-72 Town Centre Dr. 
Townsend, Ont. 
N0A 1S0

Birthday Celebration 
Peter Meyer: 90 years young on February 21. Oatmeal with syrup is the best start to the 
day and then a word from the Lord and he’s on his way. Each day he’s a hero with walks 
below zero! Then coffee and pie, is surely a high. Swimming on Wednesdays and code-
words and chess, your brain is still tested and it will impress. Your children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren love you and that much is true!
So write a note or send a card, you’ll find that to love him is not so hard! (We can only try 
to write as good as you Dad!)
205 Mountain Circle 
Airdrie, AB 
Canada T4A 1X6 
or email to: petmey@telus.net

OBITUARIES

DE JONG, Janny
Janny De Jong went to be with her Lord and Saviour, Wednesday morning, February 16, 2022. 
Janny was born June 14, 1935 in Epe, the Netherlands.  She emigrated to Canada in 1950, 
with her family, to Iron Springs, Alberta.  She worked with her family in the sugar beets for 3 
years in the summer months, and as domestic help in the winter months.  She moved to Cal-
gary in 1953 and was married to Durk in 1956.  They were together for 65 years.
Along with raising four children and being a homemaker, Janny served as church organist for 
Emmanuel Christian Reformed Church for 40 years.  Playing the pipe organ was one of her 
great pleasures, as was listening to church organ concerts.
She will be lovingly remembered by her husband, Durk, her four children, Alice Postma (Lindsay, 
Jenny,and Wesley), Rick, Tim (Cammie, Elysha, and William), and Mark (Natalie and Elliott).
The celebration of Janny's life will be held in Emmanuel Christian Reformed Church on Satur-
day, March 5, 2022 at 1:00 pm.
Link to the memorial service:  https://youtu.be/5YSscJU5Tfk
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PUTIN’S RECKLESSNESS
Historic parallels to Putin’s unjust aggression.  
David Koyzis

IN 1918, PANDEMIC FOLLOWED WAR. In 2022, war has followed pan-
demic. Few of us saw it coming. Up to the last moment, I thought 
Russian President Vladimir Putin would continue to chip away at 
Ukraine’s largely Russian-speaking eastern territories, funding “sepa-
ratists” and daring the rest of the world to do something about it. I per-
sonally thought Ukraine’s aspiration to join NATO unwise, because, 
after the Soviet Union’s demise, there were numerous border issues 
between the now independent former Soviet republics, and any guar-
antee of existing borders would see the Atlantic alliance taking sides 
in these complicated disputes. Moreover, the fact that russophones in 
eastern Ukraine had a weak sense of Ukrainian identity made it un-
wise for the west to interfere in a regional conflict.

The last week of February, all this changed irrevocably with Putin’s 
full-scale invasion of an internationally-recognized independent state. 
At the moment, it is difficult to see where and how it will end. When 
Europe went to war in 1914, everyone thought it would be over in 
weeks. No one foresaw the grinding four-year stalemate that would 
devastate an entire generation of uniformed young men and civilians 
alike. When it was over, empires had collapsed, with the global order 
set up in 1815 in tatters, followed by a “Spanish” flu that dispropor-
tionately targeted the young in huge numbers. The ensuing Jazz Age 
and global Depression shaped my grandparents’ and parents’ genera-
tions in ways that continue to reverberate into the 21st century.

I will resist making predictions about how the current crisis will 

unfold. Like so many autocrats before him, Putin has nurtured dreams 
of imperial grandeur, fancying himself a latter-day tsar and hungering 
after territories lost at the breakup of the former Soviet Union. Up to 
now, he had been methodical in implementing his vision, occupying 
two pieces of territory in Georgia, the Crimean Peninsula, and, in ef-
fect, a narrow strip of land between Moldova and Ukraine, with the 
support of Belarus’ venal ruler Alexander Lukashenko.

DELUSIONS & TRUTH
Putin has now moved into cliché territory: he has put all his cards on 
the table, shown his true colours, upended the apple cart. Making com-
parisons to Adolf Hitler generally elicits finger-wagging because it is 
done too often by people trying to score political points against oppo-
nents. Nevertheless, it is difficult to avoid the parallels with the Nazi 
dictator’s dismemberment of Czechoslovakia over German-speaking 
Sudetenland and his pretext for invading Poland the following year.

But we should note the differences too. This war is not popular with 
ordinary Russians, as massive demonstrations in Moscow, St. Peters-
burg and elsewhere are indicating. Younger Russians with dim or no 
memories of the Soviet era will not be wearing “Make Russia Great 
Again” hats any time soon. Nineteenth-century nationalist dreams of 
glory are the delusions of an ageing despot living in the past.

Moreover, Ukrainians are fighting valiantly on the battlefield, de-
fending their homeland against an invader. As I write, they have suc-
ceeded in slowing considerably the Russian advance into their coun-
try. Virtually the entire world is on Ukraine’s side, and Putin has now 
made Russia a pariah state, with external sanctions greatly strength-
ened. There has not been as clear a case of unjust aggression by a 
predatory regime in decades.

Finally, as Thomas L. Friedman points out in The New York Times, 
this is an 18th-century war being fought in an era of massive glo-
balization of information. The first casualty of war may be the truth 

David Koyzis

David is a Global Scholar 
with Global Scholars Can-
ada. He is the author of 
Political Visions and Illu-
sions (2019) and We An-
swer to Another (2014).

EVACUATION ANGELS

Prayers and miracles accompanied an evacuation of 
147 children to Poland by the Father’s House.  
James Eagles and Alan Doerksen 

THIRTY MISSIONARIES with Intercede International’s partner ministry 
Father’s House and 147 children in their care made a harrowing es-
cape from close to Kyiv, Ukraine, to nearby Poland, arriving in early 
March. Here are moments of their journey, as reported by Father’s 
House leader Roman Korniyko. 

ANGELS ALL AROUND US 
The offer of two buses by a Valery carrier (which came two hours be-
fore evacuating) and the provision of last-minute passports were a mir-
acle. Before departure, the children and adults didn’t eat or drink, to 
avoid stopping on the 500 kilometre stretch from Svyatopetrivsky to 
the Yagodyn checkpoint. When they finally stopped at a gas station 
in Rivne, “five minutes later the explosions suddenly began. We later 
learned it was the airport shelling. Police officers escorted us hero-
ically, covering the children’s bodies in case a shell hit the gas sta-
tion. They asked our buses to turn off the lights and follow them at top 
speed. They themselves turned on the emergency lights to show us the 
direction of traffic and thus caused a possible fire on themselves! These 
are the real Heroes and we are proud of our police! They said: ‘Don’t 
be afraid, don’t cry and don’t be sad! Go with God and believe that 

school. They provided the oppor-
tunity to bathe, watch educational 
programs and attended to our ev-
ery urgent need. The children on 
the bus ate and ate, eating away 
after suffering from the previous 
days of the hunger strike.

“The President and city lead-
ers and Pioter Tatarbunarsky, 
the director of a school in Lydia, 
came to us and all of them sin-
cerely welcomed us and assured 
us that they would help other 
refugees from Ukraine. Some of 
our children even cried from such 
attention given to them. All the 
people with tears in their eyes es-
corted us as though we were rel-
atives. Praise God for his angels! 
During this journey, so many of 
our friends in different parts of 
the world prayed for our evac-
uation and offered all kinds of 
help.” Since then, these mission-
aries and children have travelled 
onward to Germany, where they 
will stay temporarily.  

 

James Eagles and 
Alan Doerksen 

James  and Alan work with Intercede Inter-
national News Service.  Interested readers 
can learn more by contacting Intercede Inter-
national at: www.IntercedeNow.ca.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Be sure to check CC’s website regularly for extra 
content related to events in Eastern Europe. We published two articles 
on Ukraine online in late February. For these and more, visit christian-
courier.ca/tag/ukraine/. 

– another cliché again! But with 
Google, Facebook and Twitter 
enveloping the globe, it is that 
much more difficult to conceal 
the truth, including sensitive 
troop movements by Russian sol-
diers suffering from low morale. 
Our primary difficulty now will 
be to recognize the truth when 
we see it – to sort it out from the 
large amount of disinformation 
being disseminated by Moscow 
and elsewhere.

What can we do? There has al-
ways been a close relationship be-
tween Canada and Ukraine, with 
numerous Ukrainian Canadians 
living in the Prairies and the Niag-
ara Peninsula. Let’s find concrete 
ways to help. In the meantime, we 
might do well to pray for Putin in 
the words of Psalm 109:8: “May 
his days be few; may another take 
his office!”  

with God’s help we will soon overcome the enemy and you will return 
to your homeland in peace and safety! And please say a prayer for us!’”

When the Father House’s minibus broke down, the Valery carrier 
“became for us like an angel,” reported Korniyko, replacing the minis-
try’s hired bus with one of his own. He drove the buses back and forth 
across the border himself, a twelve hour crossing. He wouldn’t accept 
payment, saying he was glad for an opportunity “to save the lives of 
fatherless children.”

ENTERING POLAND 
In Poland, the news that orphans had arrived in the city of Auchan 
spread. “One restaurant fed all of us delicious and freshly cooked hot 
food. While our children were eating, the doctors came and examined 
the children. While our buses were fueled by the city authorities with 
diesel, volunteers in play uniforms entertained our children at a local 

Father’s House missionaries and children in their care 
stop for a quick snack on the way to Poland.




