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LANGUAGE OF THE HEART
The cadence of storytelling used 
in the FNV evokes the beauty and 
simplicity of Indigenous story-
tellers’ oral tradition, Wildman 
says. Rather than use the familiar 
anglicized versions of Greek and 
Hebrew names, the FNV trans-
lates what these names mean in 
a phrase, such as “Creator Sets 
Free” for Jesus, “Father of Many 
Nations” for Abraham, “Village 
of Peace” for Jerusalem, and 
“Small Man to the Sacred Family 
in Village of Horses” for the book 
of Philippians. In the text, names 

“Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who are hunted down and mis-
treated for doing what is right, for they are walking the good road 
from above.”

CAN YOU RECOGNIZE ONE OF THE BEATITUDES in that sentence? It’s 
Matthew 5:10 in The First Nations Version: An Indigenous Trans-
lation of the New Testament, a dynamic equivalence translation. 
Published in August 2021, this version aims to translate the original 
languages of scripture into English in a way that is culturally relevant 
to the Indigenous peoples of North America. It is intended for use 
in ministries with Indigenous people, and it is also a gift for non-In-
digenous readers, offering a new way to experience the Bible. 

Terry M. Wildman, Ojibwe and Yaqui, is the lead translator, general 
editor and project manager of the First Nations Version (FNV), as well 
as the founder of Rain Ministries in Arizona and Director of Spiritual 
Growth and Leadership Development for Native InterVarsity. 

Christian Courier spoke with him to find out more about the FNV. 

Jesus is ‘Creator Sets Free’ in new NT translation that uses Indigenous language to 
open Scripture in a fresh way.   |  Judith Farris

“WHERE’S THE LECTERN in your 
church?”

It seems like a simple question, 
but Dr. David Pereyra has a pro-
found point to make. 

Are there stairs on the way to 
the lectern? How high is it? Who 
typically reads the Bible at your 
church? 

Look around: how many people 
with disabilities are there?

And that’s just the beginning. 
“Access,” Michael Walker says, 

“is about way more than ramps. It’s 
also intellectual, social, emotional 
and sometimes spiritual. Access-
ibility is a (w)holistic endeavour; 
it’s not simply about the people 
who use walkers and wheelchairs 
accessing the church sanctuary. 
It’s about how decisions are made, 
how people view the space, and 
how open to the rest of the com-

munity your faith community is.” 
Did you know there’s an app 

that measures the accessibility 
of businesses? Your smartphone 
can help you rate, for example, a 
local Starbucks for compliance 
with Canadian accessibility codes 
(e.g., lighting, stairs vs. ramps, 
width of doorways). The same 
metrics could be used for church-
es, Pereyra and Walker explain to 
me in our hour-long zoom con-
versation. But that, too, is just the 
beginning. 

In 2016, the Inclusive Design 
Research Centre from OCAD 
University received federal fund-
ing for a team of two researchers 
and eight research assistants to 
examine the accessibility of faith 
communities through a program 
called Enabling Change. Though 

Continued on page 3

WORDS SET FREE

Accessibility theology and how to spot ‘ableism’ at 
church.  |  Angela Reitsma Bick

YOUR RAMP ISN’T 
ENOUGH 

In the FNV, Paul's words on perseverance are "keep dancing the victory dance, staying in step with the Chosen One."
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FNV CONTINUED

of people are clarified with the 
commonly-used name in a small-
er font and parentheses, such as 
“He Gives Sons (Joseph).” 

This, as Wildman says, “opens 
a whole new way of seeing and 
connecting names to the story” 
for the reader. For instance, in 
John 3, “Conquers the People” 
(Nicodemus) encounters “Cre-
ator Sets Free” (Jesus). These 
names add another layer to this 
story, in which differing views 
of the coming kingdom are held 
in tension through their conver-
sation. “Conquers the People” 
(Nicodemus) seeks the overthrow 
of Roman rule, while “Creator 
Sets Free” (Jesus) offers a vision 
in which “the kingdom is sacrifi-
cial love.” 

The original list of phrases 
used for commonly occurring 
words was developed by the First 
Nation Translation Council from 
many different tribes at a meeting 
in Orlando, Florida in September 
of 2015. After the publication of 
the gospel of Luke and Ephesians, 
a meeting was held in Calgary to 
make a plan for moving forward 
with the longer translation. One 
Book Canada and Wycliffe Asso-
ciates participated in these meet-
ings as supporters. 

The method used in writing this 
translation was very collabora-
tive, with many people giving 
input to the verse-by-verse trans-
lation drafts written by Wildman. 

A punctuation specialist reviewed 
the initial drafts and entered them 
into ParaText software. From this 
step, sections of the text were sent 
to reviewers for input. Collab-
orators included people working 
in campus ministries, who would 
share the translations with stu-
dents; these students also contrib-
uted their ideas about phrasing 
and the rhythm of storytelling, 
including ideas specific to their 
tribes. Students expressed appre-
ciation for these early drafts, indi-
cating that they could relate to the 
language used.

KEEP DANCING
The gospel of Luke was a narra-
tive-based text in the initial pub-
lication. Wildman says that trans-
lating epistles from a First Na-
tions perspective for this project 
was “easier than we expected.” 
He notes that, even in passages 
that are doctrine-heavy such as 
Paul’s letters, storytelling is still 
a significant part of the text. As 
Paul expounds on who Jesus is, 
“he’s doing it from the perspec-
tive of the Old Testament story: 
‘these things happened to them 
and are an example to us.’” 

Metaphorical language in the 
original text offers an opportun-
ity to find analogous metaphors 
“from our Native culture” that 
speak to the hearts of Indigen-
ous people. For instance, Paul’s 
words about perseverance in 
Philippians 3:12 are interpreted 
as follows: “I do not mean to say 

An Elder from the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians (California) 
shapes the First Nations Version.

that I have won the victory or have already arrived at the end of the 
good road. But I keep dancing the victory dance, staying in step with 
the Chosen One, who is the headman dancer leading the way. In this 
way, I can fully become what the Chosen One, Creator Sets Free 
(Jesus), has made me to be.”

Wildman adds that, in Bible studies,  he has heard from Indigenous 
people that this translation “gives more meaning to it now,” while 
non- Indigenous people who read it learned more about Indigenous 
culture through the study.

Where phrases are added to the original text for style or clarity, 
italics are used, as in Philippians 2:13: “My one aim is to forget what 
is behind me and to keep moving forward, dancing the victory dance 
with firm steps to the drumbeat of Creator’s heart.” 

As readers encounter the stories in a specific cultural context, “the 
Holy Spirit uses this” to open the scriptures in new ways, Wildman 
says. He has heard many encouraging stories of readers’ encounter 
with the text. Musician Jonathon Maracle, a Mohawk from Tyendina-
ga Territory in Ontario, read portions of the FNV to a Indigenous Elder 
on his deathbed, inviting him to receive Creator Sets Free, which the 
Elder did. 

This version of the New Testament has been used in many Indigen-
ous ministries in Canada and the United States, and it has found an 
audience with non- Indigenous people; Wildman notes that most of 
the podcasts and other interviews he has done have been with this 
audience. He has heard from them that the FNV has given a fresh 
perspective to people who “had become weary of reading the Bible.” 
He hopes that this encounter with scripture will also promote and open 
up new conversations about colonialism and its impact on Indigenous 
culture, as well as an appreciation for the beauty of Indigenous culture 
and Indigenous ways of thinking.

PUBLICATION
As of the interview with CC, suppliers were sold out of this Bible, 
which far exceeded expectations for how many copies would be 
needed. The publication of this new Bible has been complicated by 
printing delays, due to supply chain issues, but orders are being ac-
cepted, and an ebook version is available, in addition to the paperback 
and hardcover versions. Demand has been high, with some ministries 
bulk ordering many copies. 

The Jesus Film Project created three videos based on a few stor-
ies from the gospel of Matthew, Gift from Creator Tells the Good 

Story, from the FNV. These ani-
mated videos are available on the 
“Retelling the Good Story” page 
of the Jesus Film website. They 
are told with a frame story of an 
elder telling a story to a group of 
people around a campfire. The 
videos have been used to “open 
conversations” about Indigen-
ous culture and the story of the 
Bible. Plans are also underway 
to develop a new picture book 
for parents to read to young chil-
dren about the birth of Creator 
Sets Free (Jesus), redeveloping 
Birth of the Chosen One which 
Wildman first published in 2013, 
illustrated by Ramone Romero. 

ONGOING WORK
This project was developed with 
contributions from people of 
many tribes, but it is not tribally 
specific. Wildman noted that he 
hopes the existence of this book 
“will inspire others to create 
more tribally-specific versions,” 
adding that “it is not an end in 
itself – it’s a beginning.” 

When asked about the possi-
bility of an Old Testament trans-
lation, Wildman commented that 
the possibility of starting with 
Psalms and Proverbs has been 
considered, and that leaders in 
Indigenous ministries are espe-
cially interested in having copies 
of the origin stories, including 
Genesis and Exodus, written in 
this style.

Other translators are express-
ing interest in continuing this 
work of translation, such as 
translating the FNV into Spanish 
for indigenous tribes in Mexico. 
Translators from SIL and Wyc-
liffe in India also approached 
Wildman, hoping “to integrate 
similar ideas as they translate the 
New Testament among some of 
India’s indigenous peoples. We 
are working to help them get the 
text in a Paratext format for them 
to use for ideas.” Interest from 
international readers is building: 
“We also have some believers in 
Africa wanting copies. These are 
encouraging samples of how the 
FNV is having an international 
impact.” 

Judith Farris

Judith lives in Sarnia, On-
tario, with her family. She 
wrote about a paperback 
FNV of the gospel of Luke 
and the book of Ephe-
sians, which preceded the 
full New Testament, for CC 
in 2016. 

Creator’s blessing rests on the poor, the ones with broken spirits. The 
good road from above is theirs to walk.

Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who walk a trail of tears, for he 
will wipe the tears from their eyes and comfort them.

Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who walk softly and in a humble 
manner. The earth, land, and sky will welcome them and always be 
their home.

Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who hunger and thirst for wrongs 
to be made right again. They will eat and drink until they are full.

Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who are merciful and kind to 
others. Their kindness will find its way back to them – full circle.

Creator’s blessing rests on the pure of heart. They are the ones who 
will see the Great Spirit.

Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who make peace. It will be said of 
them, ‘They are the children of the Great Spirit!’

BEATITUDES
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Angela Reitsma Bick

Angela is Editor of Chris-
tian Courier. She has 
auditory dyslexia which 
causes a delay or mistakes 
in writing down informa-
tion received orally (mak-
ing her useless at helping 
her kids with spelling 
tests). The interview for 
this article was, thank-
fully, recorded for later 
access. 

businesses in Canada have to meet 
accessibility standards, places of 
worship receive religious exemp-
tions. So Pereyra and Walker 
worked with a team of six other 
experts with lived experience of 
disability to create a booklet even-
tually called the Our Doors are 
Open Guide for Accessible Con-
gregations. Their goal was to es-
tablish a benchmark for faith com-
munities – “not just churches but 
synagogues, mosques, temples 

– to think through welcome and 
inclusion of believers with dis-
abilities.” 

“I have spastic cerebral palsy,” 
Walker says, “and that has condi-
tioned not only my work on the 
project but my doctoral work. I 
study how Christian ritual helps 
believers with disabilities in 
churches to create and maintain 
just and loving communities.”

The Guide has been well re-
ceived by Christian and Jewish 
communities; “we’re still working 
on Muslim and Sikh and Bahai,” 
Walker adds. Before the pandemic, 
their group led 150 workshops 
using the Guide as teaching ma-
terial with participants from a var-
iety of faith communities. More 
recently, the project received a 
$24,000 grant (in CAD) from the 
Calvin Institute of Christian Wor-
ship, which has shifted their multi-
faith efforts in a Christian-centric 
direction for 2022. The workshops 
are now available as webinars to 
anyone across Canada (opendoors.
idrc.ocadu.ca). 

ACCESS CONTINUED CHANGING THE 
‘ABLE’ WORLDVIEW 
“Don’t build a ramp without wid-
ening your doorway.”

That line, posted on Our Doors 
are Open’s Facebook page, works 
like Pereyra’s lectern question – 
to prompt the realization that not 
all physical barriers for people 
with disabilities are as obvious 
as stairs. In a world built for able 
bodies, the width of a doorway 
doesn’t matter. 

But challenging that assump-
tion isn’t enough. Actually, don’t 
start with practical issues at all, 
the Guide advises. Go deeper 
into what you believe in order to 
understand that accessibility is a 
theological issue, not a practical 
one. 

“Accessibility gets at the heart 
of the kingdom of God,” Walker 
says. “The life of God is a mat-
ter of inclusion. You accept the 
perspective of the person in front 
of you. You listen to them act-
ively. When you see that they’re 
suffering or in need, then you 
offer them help – based on their 
answer, not on what you think 
they need. That’s a struggle many 
congregations have – they think 
they know what we need, but they 
don’t ask us.” 

All of the work that Our Doors 
are Open does, Pereyra explains, 
offers a new way of understand-
ing disability. It’s not the charit-
able model, in which people with 
able bodies help people with dis-
abilities, or the medical model, in 
which the lives of people with dis-

What can churches do right away to make worship more accessible? 
Pereyra: Large print bulletins. Bring your lectern down. Make it 
adjustable. 
Walker: Contrasting colours for written documents. No images 
behind words on the screen. Captions for people with hearing 
difficulties. 
Pereyra: Ask someone in your congregation with disabilities, 
“How can we help you worship?” Don’t think of it all yourself. 

BEGIN HERE

abilities are perceived as less full and less valuable – to the point where 
bills like Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD) get legislated. Both of 
those are ‘ableism’ – defined by Walker as “oppression and discrimin-
ation against people with disabilities, making the able body normative.” 

And what does ableism look like in our churches? When “all the 
people on the stage are young and able and beautiful. That’s the norma-
tive model, but it doesn’t really exist. Nobody fits that body type exact-
ly.”

“Access is not just about ramps,” he adds. “It’s a failure of perception. 
It’s about the inclusion of people who have migraines and need low 
lighting in order to function; about including the people with schizo-
phrenia who are going to burst out with not-logical conversations; it’s 
going to include people who stim and people who display hyper-focus 
in their interest. Christian churches and other faith communities [need] 
imagination to think outside the box, outside the criteria of able bod-
ies that they’re used to dealing with, in order to welcome and include 
people that embody differences.”

“The biggest assumption that people make when they can’t see a dis-
ability is that everyone conceives of the world around us the same way, 
and that’s absolutely not true. The most important thing we can do is 
move worship into a multi-sensory format, so that people can partici-
pate in the way they feel led.”

COVID PERKS
A few months ago, Sara Pot reviewed Crip Camp for CC, a documen-
tary about the “disability revolution” in the U.S. in the 70s. I asked 
Pereyra and Walker where Canadian society is now – where has the 
revolution made progress and where have things slowed down? 

They both identified the MAiD bill as a clear example of how the 
“medical model” devalues the lives of people with disabilities. It’s part 
of the ongoing fight against ableism. 

But disability activism is also making gains, especially during the 
pandemic. “People with disabilities survived lockdown better,” Walker 
says, “because we already know what it’s like to experience life with 
those limitations that were put in place for everyone else.”

The shift to virtual has also helped – “now it’s easier for us to share 

our opinions and our embod-
ied experiences” online, and the 
more of those perspectives that 
can be shared, the faster the dis-
ability revolution will go. Walker 
encourages churches to keep a 
hybrid model for worship, even 
when in-person attendance fully 
returns. 

“Sometimes you see a church 
with a big sign outside that says, 
‘Welcome gay people.’ I never saw 
a sign like that for people with dis-
abilities,” Pereyra says.

But even that is changing, 
Walker adds. “Queer acceptance 
is one stepping stone, and the ac-
ceptance of disabled folks is hap-
pening at a quicker pace because 
of that.” 

Pereyra agrees. “When you 
have a kid who is gay, you start to 
be in tune with that. And then you 
invite the whole community to be 
in tune with that.” 

The material created by Our 
Doors are Open gives the same 
vital gift of perspective to faith 
communities: the chance to be in 
tune with bodies of all abilities in 
order to create a worship space 
that truly welcomes everyone. 

The life of God is a matter of inclusion. 
You accept the perspective of 

the person in front of you.

Michael WalkerDr. David Pereyra
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LAST JANUARY WE FOUND A CREEK DOWN BY THE LAKE that had fro-
zen smooth, just over three kilometres of it, perfect for skating. For a 
few wonderful weeks, the temperature stayed cold and skies were clear 
so we skated almost every day for hours.

We were on the ice again by January 11 this year. Our golden retriev-
er likes to slide and skid ahead, not pausing even when her paws crack 
through into slush on the edges. Once, we found so many animal tracks 
that the kids dubbed that section the highway. It’s fun to think about all 
the creatures – sleeping now, hiding, maybe, or moved on – crossing 
the creek while we aren’t there.

It's been eight years since we moved to the town of Newcastle, On-
tario. We came here for a new job, a new start after the Great Reces-
sion knocked the pegs out from under our life in Barrie. It was not an 
easy transition but we’ve grown to love this village on the shores of 
a great lake. In 2002, when Opa died, I had no idea Allan & I would 
buy a house a decade later just a few kilometres away from where my 
grandfather was buried. In December 2020, a tiny pandemic version of 
the gigantic Brinkman family said goodbye to our beloved Oma in that 
same spot, as snow and freezing rain whipped through the graveyard 
straight off Lake Ontario.  

 Interestingly, both of my parents lived in Newcastle as kids, in dif-
ferent decades. The Brinkman family came here when my mom was 
one year old, a new start in Canada after the Great Depression and 

THE TRACKS 
OF NEWCASTLE

Angela Reitsma Bick | Editor
Angela, Editor of Christian Courier, lives in Newcastle, which is on traditional 
Wendake, Mississauga, Hodenosaunee and Anishinaabe land.  

Editorial

WWII knocked the pegs out from under a viable future in the Nether-
lands. Was it a hard transition? In 1951, they lived in a converted barn, 
big enough for the four kids who had been born in Koog aan de Zaan 
and the six who would be born here. “The Barn” is still there, looking 
pretty ramshackle these days, hunched on the corner of Andrew and 
Beaver Streets.

 My dad’s family lived outside of town on a dairy farm. It was a new 
start for the Reitsmas, too, after initially settling in New Brunswick 
post-immigration. The Reitsmas moved here in the late 60s, when my 
dad was a 19-year-old college student who’d come home every sum-
mer and at Christmas. That farm is still here, too, though now it’s an 
orchard, producing apples instead of milk.

 Sometimes I imagine these relatives, crossing back and forth through 
town 60 years ago. They’ve all moved on, of course. But their stories 
remain, and – like tracks in the snow – if you slow down to look, you 
can see them everywhere.

 

PENNY CANDY
I started out by asking my parents what they remember. And then I 
asked their sisters. As far as I can tell, seven of my aunts lived in New-
castle when they were young. (Uncles, too, 10 of them, but I had to 
draw the research line somewhere). 

As they began to share stories over email in early January, our 5-per-
son family got sick – first the stomach flu, then Covid. Regular life was 
put on hold again, and, while I was tracking symptoms, these extended 
family memories started to take shape. They were describing the same 
streets, the same shoreline, that we love half a century later. When we 
couldn’t leave our house, I wandered backwards through time instead.

 Aunt Mary remembers bubble gum for a penny at the corner store. 
Once when Aunt Grace was lost, two or three years old, she was res-
cued by the butcher, who gave her an ice-cream and called home. Aunt 
Jane was almost kicked out of the library for browsing in the “boys’” 
section, until she stared down the librarian trying to redirect her and 
said, “I actually like books that have boy characters. Makes it more in-
teresting.” And was allowed to stay. Aunt Margaret remembers giving 
Mary piggy-back rides when she was sick of walking the shoreline, 
fields, roads or tracks.

“Summer holidays,” Aunt Pauline wrote, “we would walk to the 
public pool, a group of us. Don’t ever remember mom coming with us! 
The day that Knox [Christian School] was ready to receive students, 
’62 I think, there was an announcement over the PA at the elementary 
school: ‘Will all the Dutch kids come to the office.’ We brought our 
bags and loaded a bus.”

“I loved all the traipsing through fields and going down to the lake 
that we did while I was growing up,” Aunt Helen said. “It was icing 
on the tough to chew ‘cake’ of farm life. Also interesting to me as a 
child were the two railway lines of CN and CP, which ran right through 
our farm, people and goods passing between big cities. The CP trains 
were generally slower and had to wait for each other on side tracks, 
one of which was on our farm, so we could talk with engineers if we 
wanted, or if they were so inclined. There was a long and narrow pond 

DID YOU KNOW?
There are over 100 cities 
around the world called 
Newcastle, and not just in 
English-speaking countries. 
To encourage friendship 
and tourism, mayors in Ny-
borg, Nove Zamky, Neuf-
chateau and more created a 
‘Newcastles of the World’ 
passport, with special offers 
for visitors from other New-
castles.

that stretched along the CP tracks 
that was our best skating place in 
winter.”

REVERENCE & ROOTS
By the end of January, 2022, most 
of us are recovering. Two of the 
kids are outside, traipsing through 
fields and going down to the lake 
again. They’ve gone back to the 
creek, though the ice is bumpy 
now from melting and freezing 
repeatedly. I’m reading essays by 
Wendell Berry and this line jumps 
out: “Though many of our worst 
problems are big, they do not ne-
cessarily have big solutions.” In-
stead of fixating on profitability, 
globalism and upward mobility, 
he argues for reverence toward 
the land, familiarity and local 
loyalty. “These terms return us to 
the best of our heritage,” he says. 
“They bring us home.”

Maybe some people chart a 
course through life with great de-
liberation, reaching every outpost 
they set sail for. But that’s not how 
it works for all of us. Sometimes 
we set down roots just to hang on.

Our middle daughter, Alba, is 
14. She’s a member of the muni-
cipal Youth Council, which met 
over zoom on January 26. As I 
chip away at this editorial, she’s 
arguing passionately against a fee 
for parking down by the lake. 

“It won’t stop the people 
who’ve driven an hour from the 
city,” she says, reasonably, “and 
it'll just make it harder for those 
who live here. Can they improve 
the sidewalks instead?”

It's a gift, to live in one place 
long enough to know its corners 
and creeks. To learn its history 
and fight for its future. To weath-
er the storms of a global pan-
demic and say, here we place our 
Ebenezer. To call a 183-year-old 
town, knee-deep with family stor-
ies, home. 

Skating on the creek.

Four Reitsma girls in front of the Newcastle farm house.

Ben and Alba Bick at the frozen creek.
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News / Letters

Our Christmas issue, “In Praise of Small Things,” 
asked our readers what tiny things you have made! 
Here are some of the responses we received.

A HUGE THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who donated 
to our Map and Mend fundraising campaign. To-
gether, we raised $43,764.95 from 267 donors!! 

Our board chair, Jim Dekker says that, “For 
the first time in my memory, this year you do-
nors/readers exceeded our $25,000 goal before 
we included the matching donation.” As in pre-
vious years, an anonymous donor stepped up 

in October and committed $7,500 in matching 
funds. This is always a huge boost, but this year, 
we were already well on our way! What a sur-
prise and blessing. Thank you so very much!

“Christian Courier could not survive with-
out your generosity,” writes Jim. “Every year 
we start the campaign in September, praying 
our readers will again come through. And every 
year you have, this year more generously and 
graciously than any other year. Thank you not 
just for your support, but for your faithful read-
ing of what we have heard is a unique Reformed 
voice in Canadian Christian journalism.”

As we look back on 2021, we can’t help but 
feel deep gratitude for all of you. The doom-
scrolling treadmill is a lot easier to escape when 
we have hopeful writers, thoughtful contribu-
tors and encouraging readers who walk along-
side us. And if we have to attend the church of 
pajamas and survive the lockdown dungeon . . 
. well we’re glad it’s in your company! Thank 
you for subscribing, reading, discussing, reflect-
ing and sharing. There’s no one we’d rather map 
and mend with than you. As we continue on un-
charted paths through a broken world, may we 
keep our eyes fixed on the greatest Map Maker 
and Mender of all.   

MAP AND MEND CAMPAIGN 
GOES $18K OVER GOAL!

WINTER HOBBY
CC subscriber Gerry Prins crafted this minia-
ture combine. He had enjoyed several years 
of semi-retirement working on a farm, and 
this was a useful winter hobby, his wife says, 
to occupy some downtime!  

SHARING HOPE
Elizabeth Nanninga of Ottawa made small 
paintings to hand out to neighbours last 
Christmas to bring hope during the pandem-
ic. She also painted rocks at Easter for pass-
ers-by to pick up for free the year before.

WRAPPED IN LOVE
The January issue of CC was wonderful! 
Here’s my quilt story: I’ve made a “love 
quilt” for each of our children. For our boys, 
ages 5 and 8, I made these while pregnant; for 
our daughter, age 2, I made it while we were 
still in the process of her adoption being fi-
nalized. The first quilt chronicles our family’s 
adventure of living in the Yukon for a year, 
where our oldest was born. The second quilt 
has fabric from an old wool blanket from my 
Opa (dearly loved, and missed, as he passed 
away this past summer). Our daughter’s quilt 
has lovingly stitched embroidery done by her 
oldest brother. 

It’s a reminder that they are always wrapped 
in love. A reminder, even as they tatter or un-
ravel a bit due to age and my imperfect sew-
ing skills, that I hope and pray they will carry 
with them always.

Candice Goodchild
Bracebridge, Ont.

TINY FRIESEN HOUSE 
I really enjoyed the “Small Things” (Decem-
ber) issue of CC, particularly because my 
84-year-old father, Louis Bill, has always 
been very talented and creative in making 
(big) and small things. Ten years ago, he 
made a replica of the row house he grew up 
in in Stiens, Friesland with his family of nine, 
from 1939-1956. This house certainly made 
many of the stories come alive that he has 
told us over the years.

At this time it is on display in his home, but 
he would be interested in donating it for his-
torical purposes. If anyone would like more 
information, please contact Jennifer at jbill-
drost@gmail.com.

Jennifer Drost
Thunder Bay, Ont.
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FIVE MILESTONES FOR INDIGENOUS 
MINISTRY IN CANADA

THE CANADIAN INDIGENOUS MINISTRY COMMITTEE is a CRCNA 
committee that cares deeply about the relationships between Indigen-
ous peoples and non-Indigenous people in Canada. Established in 
2006, the committee has been leading the journey of reconciliation 
and providing resources for others on the path. In light of this, here’s 
five things you might not know: 
1.    The committee was established in 2006, but the CRCNA in Can-

ada has been grappling with the journey of reconciliation for much 
longer. A national committee started working in 1969 to establish 
urban Indigenous ministries. The Indigenous Family Center was 
established in Winnipeg in 1973 and the Indigenous Christian 
Fellowship (1978) and Edmonton Native Healing Center (1990) 
soon followed. The CRCNA developed further with statements 
such as the 1987 New Covenant Declaration and through partici-
pating in Truth and Reconciliation Commission events.

2.  The committee coordinated the “Reforming Relationships” art 
tour of the “Creator’s Sacrifice” art series that remains popular. 
The tour has gone as far east as Nova Scotia and as far west as 
Vancouver Island.

3.  Hearts Exchanged is inspired by a report written on a CRCNA 
cross-cultural ministry forum that took place in 2000, which en-
couraged regular church dialogue on racial reconciliation. That 
regular dialogue did not formally continue, so in 2020 Hearts Ex-
changed was relaunched as a learning and action journey designed 
to equip Reformed christians for the spiritual path of reconcilia-
tion. This is an active process of decolonization that is unsettling, 
transformative and hopeful because it is drawing church members 
to lived expressions of respect and reciprocity with Indigenous 
people. This program is intended to ripple out and implement 
good statements into better actions.  

4.  The committee has helped to coordinate KAIROS Blanket Exer-

Victoria Veenstra, Canadian Indigenous Ministries

BECAUSE OF COVID-19, FOOD INSECURITY has become a challenge for 
many students. That’s why the Distro – a weekly food pantry at Wilfrid 
Laurier University in Waterloo, Ont. – has become an important aspect 
of ministry for Brian Bork, who is a campus minister partnering with 
Resonate Global Mission and also happens to be Christian Courier’s 
Reviews Editor.

 “[Food insecurity] is a multifaceted thing,” says Bork. “We think 
maybe that food insecurity is starvation or hunger, but it’s a broader 
concept than that. . . I’ve known students who don’t have a lot of money 
and therefore don’t have a healthy diet.”

 COVID-19 has made affording food, budgeting, and many other as-
pects of studying at university unpredictable and difficult. Laurier had a 
food bank on campus, but it shut down at the beginning of the pandemic 
with the rest of campus activity. Some students have not been able to 
work, either because they lost their jobs or could not work because of 
restrictions.

 That’s why one of Bork’s colleagues in campus ministry worked 
alongside Laurier Students’ Public Interest Research Group to start the 
Distro. It started with some non-perishable food items on a table; now 
it’s a mini supermarket in a classroom with fresh produce, toiletries, 
cleaning products, pet food and more. Students can even get a warm 
meal to bring home. 

 “God calls us to be on mission,” says Bork. “I think we often don’t 
think that places of seeming wealth, like a university campus, are places 
where we can do this kind of missional work . . . there are big, powerful, 
wealthy institutions in town who have these challenges.”

 Bork has been working with the Distro since April 2021. Because 
of COVID-19 restrictions, Resonate partner campus ministers had to 
creatively adapt and find new ways to connect with students. The Dis-
tro has been one of the few ways Bork can be present on campus to 
make new connections. Every week, he volunteers his time – assisting 
with set-up, buying fresh produce, unloading deliveries, talking with 
students and offering whatever help is needed.

 “So much of what I’ve done over the years has been food-related: 
dinner fellowships, breakfast groups, I’ve bought lunches and coffees 
for dozens and dozens and dozens of students,” Bork said. “This is a 
way of using food to bless the campus more broadly.”

 The Distro is largely supported through local partnerships, many of 
which are churches in the area. Christian Reformed churches can get 
involved in a variety of ways, including bringing food and volunteering 
time.

 About 120 students use the Distro each week and Bork expects this 
number to grow when campuses begin to reopen in-person activities 
and learning. Since the food pantry fits into Resonate partner campus 
ministers’ mission to support and care for students, it will continue to be 
an important part of Bork’s ministry.

Many students who use the Distro also volunteer their time and a 
couple students from the campus ministry Bork leads are starting to get 
involved too.

 “I feel like [this ministry] is just beginning,” said Bork. “It’s a tan-
gible way that Christians are making a difference on campus.”

THE DISTRO ADDRESSES 
FOOD INSECURITY 
ON CAMPUS
Cassie Westrate, Resonate Global Mission cises across Canada. The 

exercise has participants act 
out history in North Amer-
ica and can help participants 
to feel some of the emotions 
involved. In 2016, all of the 
delegates to synod partici-
pated in one of the biggest 
exercises hosted by the com-
mittee.     

5.  Indigenous Ministry has just 
been approved to hire a Sen-
ior Leader for Indigenous 
Justice and Reconciliation 
in Canada. This will add im-
portant capacity to the work 
of reconciliation in Canada.  

Reconciliation is a long jour-
ney. As Senator Murry Sinclair 
said at the release of the final 
Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mittee report, “Achieving recon-
ciliation is like climbing a moun-
tain – we must proceed a step at 
a time. It will not always be easy. 
. . we cannot allow ourselves to 
be daunted by the task because 
our goal is just and it is also ne-
cessary.” How can you join the 
journey? 
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ROOM TO RECONSIDER 

Editor’s Note: This article is based on a zoom conversation between 
Rev. Cecil van Niejenhuis, retired co-director of the office of Pastor 
Church Resources for the Christian Reformed Church and Virginia 
and Neil Lettinga, who work as a team in specialized transitional min-
istry. The Lettingas have worked with at least 10 church councils in 
their 20 years of ministry and Rev. van Niejenhuis has walked along-
side more than 100 councils in his 40+ years with the CRC.

AS WE ENTER THE THIRD YEAR OF THE PANDEMIC, gathering as a 
church feels more challenging than ever. “Everyone is functioning 
with compressed emotional shock absorbers,” observes van Niejen-
huis. “Our emotional shock absorbers are ¾ compressed, so no one 
is as resilient as they were. People have run out of patience. They are 
stressed. They are anxious. Pastors are worn out with the demand to 
be creative and to pivot to changing circumstances.” 

We know that our pastors are exhausted from adapting Sunday 
morning from in-person to on-line and to reduced capacity. But we 
may not as readily see the exhaustion hitting our volunteer leaders – 
the council members who gather regularly to listen, pray and make 
decisions. Of course, these days gathering is half the struggle. 

No one thought the pandemic disruptions would last so long. Church 
leaders have said: “We can wait till this is all over. . .we don’t want to 
meet over Zoom, so we’ll postpone this meeting.” Now we may see 
that as a mistake. Community and compassion were set aside while we 
waited for our regular patterns to resume. Now we need to reconsider.  

MAKING ROOM IN OUR MINDS
Van Niejenhuis encourages pastors and councils to be gracious to 
themselves and to others. He wants everyone to acknowledge that the 
last two years have been exhausting and we need to stop trying to 
“push through” efficiently. Instead, pastors, elders and deacons should 
all be asking one another “What do you need from me?” “How can I 
help you flourish?” “How can I/we help you through this?” He urges 
leaders to lean into a core value of our faith: hospitality. 

This type of hospitality is more profound than sharing coffee and 
cookies after the church service. Van Niejenhuis defines hospitality 
as “making room in our being and heart and mind for another.” This 
means we need to really hear each other and be open to the ways 

How church decision-makers can show hospitality in 
divisive times.  |  Virginia and Neil Lettinga

Virginia and Neil Lettinga

Neil & Virginia Lettinga are university faculty 
who enjoyed two decades of full-time class-
room teaching before spending most of a 
decade as the CR chaplain at UNBC in Prince 
George, BC. Since 2012, they have been work-
ing as a pastoral team in specialized transi-
tional ministries. 

other people might impact us. 
Such hospitality is highly valued 
in Scripture – it is part of God’s 
identity. 

“God is the great Listener,” 
explains van Niejenhuis. “We re-
flect the image of God when we 
listen patiently and thoughtfully 
to one another.”

COUNCIL CONVERSATIONS
Asked what makes for a good 
council meeting, van Niejenhu-
is, started by saying a healthy 
council conversation is one in 
which everyone gets to chip in. 
But then he nuanced the thought: 
“a healthy conversation is one in 
which everyone listens. The goal 
is that we really hear each other. 
It’s the role of the council chair 
to make sure that all voices are 
heard, but it is also natural for the 
pastor to encourage this. That’s a 
pastoral kind of role to play in a 
council meeting. It is also good 
for the pastor to help the council 
ask one another if the question 
on the table is a fair question? 
Are there ways we could reframe 
what we’re asking?” 

Most importantly, council 
room conversations should not 
be about winning an argument. 
It’s about making sure that all the 
people are heard AND that they 
are open to hearing and being im-
pacted by others. Council rooms 
include people with different po-
sitions on issues or topics. That’s 
fine. The challenge is when 
someone speaks from a “locked” 
position. That’s difficult. It is 
important to be open to hearing 
from each other, even when you 
feel strongly about your own 
ideas. Pastors and council mem-

bers need to function within a 
“heard” framework. That means 
sometimes your perspective has 
more influence and sometimes it 
has less, but either way, you are 
heard. We’re from a tradition in 
which our assemblies – our coun-
cils, classes, synods – are all “de-
liberative,” which means that we 
are open to being impacted by 
others. That’s a huge thing.  

DECLARING UNITY
A healthy conversation among 
church leaders begins by naming 
the unity factors. “Name it!” said 
van Niejenhuis, “We are broth-
ers and sisters in Christ. That is 
not just something to be agreed 
upon once, but it’s something to 
come back to again and again, 
so that we hold on to the beauty 
of Christ. Council members and 
pastors should bluntly state: ‘I 
am not going to demonize that 
person or that position. I will 

 Rev. Cecil van Niejenhuis raises his hands in blessing at Smithers CRC.

hear you. I will consider what 
you say. We will have permission 
to disagree in this room. We will 
consider the issues, we will own 
our decisions together, but we’re 
not going to pretend that it’s easy 
to have these conversations.’ If 
our goal is to please everyone, or 
even if we try to make a decision 
that pleases the most – well then 
we’re going to be struggling – 
that’s a lousy goal to have.”

A healthy conversation, in the 
council room or elsewhere takes 
time. Time is an element of hos-
pitality that we sometimes ignore. 
It does not require a homemade 
cookie and a good cup of coffee, 
even if that is what we would pre-
fer. Time can also be given over 
the phone, over Zoom or wearing 
masks. The more complicated the 
issue, the more likely it is to need 
time for prayer, time for listening 
and time for reconsidering. This 
runs counter to our culture’s fixa-
tion on efficiency, but it certainly 
fits with the patient and long-suf-
fering God we know. 

In this tired season of pandem-
ic endurance, pastors, council 
members and congregations can 
still offer each other hospitality. 
These days that looks a lot like 
patient listening, making time 
for meaningful conversation, and 
declaring loudly and often what 
we know to be true: In spite of 
challenges, we are brothers and 
sisters in Christ! 

Pastors Neil and Virginia Lettinga leading worship in Victoria, B.C.
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QUILTS AGAINST CANCER

CANCER WINS TOO OFTEN.
It took my mom on February 20, 2018, when I was 13 years old. 

Her name was Betty-Anne Rozema.
My mom was a teacher at Knox Christian School in Bowmanville, 

Ontario, for 25 years, but soon after her diagnosis the chemo started 
to take its toll, and she had to stop teaching. In this overwhelming 
time, people surrounded our family. The church community, friends 
and even strangers willingly gave their time and energy doing any-
thing they could for us. People brought us meals, drove my mom to 
her appointments and just took time to care. One group, the Bethel 
Quilters, did something unique for my mom that has always stuck 
with me. They made her a quilt.

I got in touch with one Bethel Quilter, Marg Mount, a few months 
ago. She and 15-20 other women from Bethel Community Christian 
Reformed Church (BCCRC) in Newmarket, Ontario have been mak-
ing quilts for cancer patients since 2005. Every year, they sew and 
gift about 50 to 60 lap-size blankets.

Mount says the idea to quilt for cancer patients came after a friend’s 
father passed away from brain cancer. His wife suggested they take 
some scraps of fabric that were lying around and make quilts for 
people who were receiving cancer treatments.

“When people go into chemo or radiation and sit around waiting 
they get cold, so we thought this was a good thing we could do,” 
Marg explained. “It’s very concrete. A lot of times people feel so 
helpless. What can you do? We can make a quilt!”

COMMUNITY BUILDING
The Bethel Quilters meet every Wednesday afternoon at BCCRC 
from 12:30-4:00, and once a month they come for the whole day and 
share a potluck lunch. The group of volunteer quilters is supported 
by the church and receives donations from the broader community 
for their supplies. Of course, fewer members have been coming to 
the meetings since covid began, but Marg says they’re all looking 
forward to the day when gathering together is once again less com-
plicated. 

As the Bethel Quilters sew, they share not only their supplies but 
also the details of their lives. Marg told me that quilting together has 
been a wonderful way to socialize while also doing something to 
bless their communities. The 10 to 15 hours it takes to stitch, assem-
ble, bind and label each quilt passes quickly in the fellowship hall of 
BCCRC when dozens of hands are stitching in sync.

The power of community in the face of affliction.  
Erica Rozema

On a few occasions, Marg has 
had the privilege of delivering 
a finished quilt in person. “The 
emotion, the joy and the respect 
that the quilts bring is unbeliev-
able,” she says. The quilt re-
cipients can barely contain their 
gratitude. “They’re just over-
whelmed with emotion that stran-
gers would actually take time to 
hand-make a quilt for them.”

REMEMBERING MOM
Overwhelmed and beyond grate-
ful is right! I remember my 
mom taking her quilt to each ap-
pointment and, although I never 
went along, I’m sure she wore 
it well. I remember days when 
I’d come home from school and 
see her sitting with a cup of hot 
tea, her quilt wrapped around 
her. Sometimes she was reading 
her devotional, other times she 
was doing research. She wanted 
to be informed on what medica-
tions she was taking and what 
they were doing in her body. She 
always loved science and some-
how wanted to know more, even 
when that science would tell her 
everything that was going wrong 
inside her. Sometimes, however, 
I came home to her just sitting 
quietly. She had an air of rest 
around her that always surprised 
me.

One of her favourite pastimes 
was watching the birds. In the 
summer, she sat out on the porch 
for hours just watching and lis-
tening. She exuded a peace I can 
only attribute to a contented joy, 
one I hope to fully understand 
someday. As it turned out, she 
was teaching me through her life; 
through her memory. She led by 
example.

Jesus led by example too. 

Erica Rozema

Erica is a Grade 12 high 
school student. She loves 
hearing and telling stor-
ies, and has enjoyed 
learning about the world 
of journalism this semes-
ter through her co-op with 
Christian Courier. 

He showed love to strangers, 
washed the feet of his friends 
and taught us what it means to 
be a community. Something 
special happens when we come 
together to honour each other. 
I feel it every time I get to see 
the tangible ways people pour 
out their love in times of need 
– with meals, conversations, car 
rides and colourful quilts. That’s 
Jesus. That’s church. That’s love 
like the Father, and I know how 
much it means to be on the re-
ceiving end of that love. I will 

What cancer cannot do
Cancer is so limited...
It cannot cripple love.
It cannot shatter hope.
It cannot corrode faith.
It cannot eat away peace.
It cannot destroy confidence.
It cannot kill friendship.
It cannot shut out memories.
It cannot silence courage.
It cannot reduce eternal life.
It cannot quench the Spirit.

Dr. Robert L. Lynn

A bookmark with this poem accompanies 
every Bethel quilt. Quilt given to Betty-Anne Rozema.

Erica and her mom at their favourite family camping spot on Amherst Island.

Erica in her mom’s quilt from Bethel Quilters.

always remember.
As I sit here reminiscing, 

wrapped in mom’s quilt, a hot 
coffee beside me, I’m so won-
derfully grateful for what cancer 
cannot do. 
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VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE WWW.LINKCHARITY.CA 
OR CALL 1-800-387-8146 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Gift Planning
. . . simplified

GUARANTEED LIFETIME INCOME AND GREAT GIFTS TO YOUR CHARITIES
Link Charity has issued $7 million in new Charitable Gift Annuity agreements in the last 22 
months. With a dramatic drop in interest rates recently, these life income guaranteed rates 
are looking better than ever! Link Charity is now the leading issuer of the Charitable Gift 
Annuity in Canada.

HERE ARE SOME SAMPLE RATES OF CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES
Based on a single life $100,000.00 and payable quarterly. Smaller agreements in the 
$20,000.00 range are available also, but Canada Revenue Agency builds in some extra ex-
pense and requires Link Charity to reduce the payment a little. 

EXACT RATES JANUARY 19 - JANUARY 26 IN THE CHART  
Joint Life agreements would pay less but would pay as long as either of the two people are living. 

You can estimate a payment rate if your age is between the samples listed. An accurate quota-
tion is available for you, confidentially, and without obligation. Call Harry Houtman today!

MALE FEMALE

Donor Age 87 8.25% 8.04%

Donor Age 82 7.05% 6.78%

Donor Age 78 6.32% 6.04%

Donor Age 72 5.49% 5.23%

Age means a birthday anytime during 
the calendar year for that age.

Some or all the income would be 
completely tax free.
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trillions of dollars in rare-earth 
materials, essential to the pro-
duction of electronic devices, is 
discovered in the comet. Fed by 
social media, attitudes towards 
the comet become polarized, 
with some dismissing the threat 
as a conspiracy (wearing baseball 
caps emblazoned with the words 
“don’t look up”), others welcome 
it as a commercial mining oppor-
tunity, while scientists and those 
who heed them grow increasing-
ly alarmed.

The words of the late Neil Post-
man kept leaping into my mind 
as I watched this film. Nearly 40 
years ago Postman warned that 
with television everything be-
comes a form of entertainment, 
including news and politics. This 
film is a parable depicting Post-
man’s thesis in social media, en-
tertainment, and politics, and the 
sad consequences of misinforma-
tion.

In his book Amusing Ourselves 
to Death, Postman wrote these 
prophetic words: 

“When a population becomes 
distracted by trivia, when cul-
tural life is redefined as a per-
petual round of entertainments, 
when serious public conversa-

THE RECENTLY RELEASED NETFLIX MOVIE Don’t Look Up is a satirical 
film featuring a star-studded cast of actors. It’s a gripping story about 
a comet heading for earth as a metaphor for climate change, but it also 
provides a profound commentary on American politics, entertainment, 
and social media. 

Leonardo DiCaprio plays an astronomer named Dr. Mindy who, 
together with his graduate student, Kate Dibiasky, discover a large 
comet hurtling directly towards earth. They alert the authorities and 
soon find themselves airlifted to the White House to consult with the 
president (played by Meryl Streep). At this point, the film seems to 
be following the predictable trajectory of prior apocalyptic movies in 
which people battle heroically against existential threats.

But at this point the movie takes a startling turn, depicting a world 
that does not seem too far off from our own. Streep plays a bombastic 
and shallow president who brushes off the threat of the comet as she 
becomes implicated in a sex scandal with her Supreme Court nominee. 
The two scientists, Mindy and Dibiasky, turn to the television media 
to warn about the impending collision of the comet. They appear on 
a “news” show that resembles many of the “infotainment” talk shows 
one finds on television today. The hosts interview the astronomers with 
light-hearted banter, glossing over the serious message they are earn-
estly trying to convey. In frustration, Dibiasky loses her composure 
and pleads for people to recognize the urgency of the threat. Instead 
of heeding her passionate plea, social media critics mock and dismiss 
her. Throughout the movie the pervasive influence of social media is 
ever-present, distracting people from real and urgent concerns with a 
steady stream of shallow entertainment. 

We are then introduced to Peter Isherwell, an awkward billionaire 
tech mogul, as he announces the latest developments in his ubiqui-
tous smartphone products that sense your moods to provide “life with-
out the stress of living.” Seeking a way to take attention away from 
her scandal, the president acknowledges the threat of the comet and 
announces a plan on live television to divert the comet with nuclear 
weapons. Isherwell convinces the president to abandon her plan when 

THE TRUTH IN A PREPOSTEROUS STORY

DON’T LOOK UP
Directed by Adam McKay
Netflix, 2021.

Derek Schuurman

tion becomes a form of baby-talk, 
when, in short, a people become 
an audience, and their public 
business a vaudeville act, then 
a nation finds itself at risk; cul-
ture-death is a clear possibility.” 

These words are a fitting sum-
mary for this film.

Emily Dickinson once wrote a 
poem about how it can be hard to 
tell the truth directly, but rather 
it’s best to “tell it slant” and in 
a roundabout way so as not to 
overwhelm people with its daz-
zling brightness. I think that’s 
what this film does: it tells a pre-
posterous story that, in a round-
about way, echoes aspects of our 
own world, and in doing so, illus-
trates the dangers of a techno-
logically-driven world saturated 
in social media and entertain-
ment. Will people come to recog-
nize the truth in time to save the 
world? You will have to watch 
the film to find out!  

Derek Schuurman

Derek is a Calvin Univer-
sity professor and co-au-
thor of a new book titled 
A Christian Field Guide 
to Technology for Engin-
eers and Designers.

In an author and illustrator’s 
note, Walker and Holmes explain 
that they are the characters Ede 
and Tari who are portrayed in the 
book: “The story is based on our 
real lives and dreams growing up 
as a visual artist and a writer. As 
children, we loved what we loved 
(drawing and writing) and were 
always encouraged by friends and 
family. Now we know, and we 
want you to know, that dreams do 
come true (with lots of hard work 
along the way)!” 

Christian parents and care-
givers who share this exquisitely 
illustrated picture book with their 

ON DREAM STREET, a thriving, loving African American community 
nurtures its children, nourishing and caring for their dreams, and help-
ing them embrace hope-filled futures. Author Tricia Elam Walker de-
scribes the neighbourhood’s way of life as it helps children flourish: 
“There is no need to worry or to rush. They take their time, growing 
and playing, learning and living, and soaring skyward toward all the 
adventures that await them.”

Who are some of these children and what are their dreams? 
Belle loves to catch butterflies, but she never keeps them in captivity 

for long because she believes all creatures should be free. She dreams 
of becoming a scientist who studies butterflies, a lepidopterist. 

Azaria is a whiz at jumping rope and is able to do Double Dutch on 
one leg at a time. Her dream? She wants to win a trophy one day for 
her rope jumping skills. 

Zion loves to read books. While other children are noisy and fool 
around in the library, he is engrossed in reading books. He dreams of 
becoming a librarian.

NURTURING CHILDREN’S DREAMS

DREAM STREET 
Tricia Elam Walker
Illustrated by Ekua Holmes
Anne Schwartz Books, 2021.

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema

children have the opportunity to 
talk about how dreams inspired 
by giftedness can be nourished 
in a godly context: with thanks to 
God for the gifts and skills he be-
stows; with a focus on using gifts 
to serve God and our neighbour; 
and with the knowledge that nur-
turing gifts as God desires is done 
with the wisdom, direction, and 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

Sonya VanderVeen 
Feddema

Sonya is a freelance writ-
er living in St Catharines, 
Ont.
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creatures and things that not only 
existed, but which had discernible 
natures and purposes. The mod-
ern, scientific outlook, denies any 
purpose to the universe. It is noth-
ing more than bundles of physical 
phenomena which we can study, 
describe and manipulate but 
which we can no longer “under-
stand,” since we find it impossible 
to answer the question of why 
something exists. Furthermore, 
the modern outlook has separated 
humans (the observers) from the 
world (the subject). Rather than 
being part of the cosmos, humans 
are now strangers in the universe, 
on the outside looking in. We can 
track the consequence of that out-
look in the relationship between 
humanity and the environment 
through the modern era. We were 
prepared to view the world as de-
tached from humanity, as “a mere 
fuel tank, a quarry of useful ma-
terials” that we could shape and 
exploit as we wished. And in the 
face of the environmental crisis 
that such a mindset created, most 
of our responses assume the same 
sort of detachment: the “environ-
ment” is that which must be pro-
tected from the depredations of 
human interlopers. It comes as no 
surprise that our environmental 
policies are often based on there 
being fewer humans, doing fewer 
things and involve fantasies about 
a “world without us.”   

FREEDOM REDEFINED
But it is in our relationships 
with each other that Brague sees 
the madness of modernity at its 
worst. In the name of “freedom,” 
modernity has dismantled many 
institutions, hierarchies and trad-
itions. Some of these were un-
doubtedly oppressive, but many, 
particularly the institution of the 
family, provided not only pur-
pose but continuity and connec-
tion between individuals across 
place and through time. Now, 
our interactions are reduced to 
transactions, measured almost 
exclusively through economic 
value and occurring on the plane 
of the immediate present. But the 
freedom of modernity bears little 
resemblance to the pre-modern 
idea of freedom. The latter was 
the ability of humans to perceive 

and seek the good, to strive to-
wards their own fulfillment. For 
modernity freedom is simple 
liberation: the removal of con-
straints. In practical terms, this is 
the freedom of individuals to fol-
low their passions, with the result 
that many people simply become 
slaves to whatever impulses they 
are subject to. Freedom for the 
medieval mind was akin to the 
ability of a plant to defy gravity 
and grow upwards towards the 
sunlight. For the modern mind, 
freedom is akin to the liberation 
of energy in a nuclear reaction: 
powerful, often uncontrolled, and 
potentially destructive.  

For Brague, the malaise of 
modernity is not ennui but rath-
er a kind of schizophrenia. Most 
people live and act on the as-
sumption that there are object-
ive standards of goodness, truth 
and purpose in the world. At the 
same time, we increasingly em-
brace a worldview that provides 
no purpose or any referent for 
the good and the true. We wish to 
be good, but we live by methods 
that treat us as nothing more than 
barbarians in a barbaric world. 
Yet we are still surprised when 
we routinely act in a barbaric 
fashion. What the pre-moderns 
understood was that a materialist 
understanding of the world was 
not enough – humanity could 
not be the ground of its own be-
ing.  With a God who created all 
things, humanity takes its place in 
a universe that has goodness and 
purpose. Modernity assumed it 
was a good idea to dispense with 
God, but humanity’s track rec-
ord of being its own god should 
prompt some reappraisal.  

“WELL, WHO WANTS TO KEEP THE HUMAN RACE GOING?”  This is the 
question considered in the slim volume entitled Curing Mad Truths: 
Medieval Wisdom for the Modern Age by Rémi Brague, a French intel-
lectual and historian of philosophy. Lest any of Brague’s characteristics 
give one pause about the books’ accessibly, the reader may draw re-
assurance from Brague’s source for the above quotation: Bertie Woost-
er. Consisting of several related lectures that have been revised and 
edited together, Curing Mad Truths is less a philosophical treatise and 
more a series of short mediations on a central question.

Brague claims the modern “project” – the world created by the En-
lightenment, Reformation and the Scientific Revolution – has gone ser-
iously awry. The transition from the pre-modern to the modern world 
was not, as is often assumed, a replacement of one mode of civilization 
with another, superior one. Instead, the transition involved the selection 
and elevation of a handful of the core ideas of the pre-modern world 
(such tenets of modernity as human reason, individual freedom, sci-
ence and technology) while the remaining ideas (anything with a whiff 
of metaphysics) were jettisoned. But ripped from their proper context, 
modernity’s virtues went rogue. As G.K. Chesterton once wrote: “The 
modern world is full of the old Christian virtues gone mad. The virtues 
have gone mad because they have been isolated from each other and 
are wandering alone,” and when this happens the virtues do “terrible 
damage.”  

WHERE WE WENT WRONG
We have reached a point, accordingly to Brague, where our current 
worldview cannot explain why it is “good” that humanity exists at all. 
In short, we are living in a world that, at every layer of its existence, 
lacks any ground or reason for it to keep going. Such a situation is not 
sustainable, and we witness the increasing damage done by it in our 
everyday experiences. The solution, or at least some assistance, is to be 
found in returning to a more medieval outlook.  Rather than advocating 
some form of neo-luddite project – few of us could survive long in the 
living conditions of our medieval ancestors – Brague argues that we 
need to bring back the pre-modern virtues that modernity has either 
rejected or warped.

Take the simple matter of humanity’s existence. The medieval view 
was that it resulted from an act of creation by a rational God. Not only 
was this act of creation “good” (as Genesis tells us), through creation 
God both imparted his rationality to humanity and placed humanity 
within a cosmos that shared that rationality. In other words, humanity 
was an integral part of this good creation, but was also gifted with 
the ability to perceive and understand both it and its creator. When 
modernity arrived, there was selective citation: God and the act of cre-
ation were removed from the picture, but the idea of rational humanity 
was kept, and then put into overdrive. Scientific materialism became 
enshrined as the only legitimate mode of knowledge, and while it ex-
panded our capacity to technically “do” and “know,” it left us without 
an explanation for why things existed or why we should or should not 
act in certain ways. More recently, the neo-gnosticism of scientific ma-
terialism, particularly in its recent tendency to understand everything 
through an evolutionary lens, has put humanity in an existential dilem-
ma. Our only legitimate means of knowledge tells us that humans are 
“hardly more than lucky monkeys, produced by the chance encounter 
of irrational forces” yet we still adhere to ideas like the “dignity” of 
each individual, all of whom are “endowed with ‘human rights’ that 
are supposed to provide us with the unshakeable ground for our moral 
choices.”  

THE TROUBLE WITH DETACHING HUMANS FROM NATURE
It should come as little surprise that a dysfunctional relationship with 
our own existence should result in similar relationships with the world 
and with each other. The pre-modern outlook saw a cosmos filled with 
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Rémi Brague
University of Notre Dame Press, 2019.
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IN THE BEGINNING of the pan-
demic there were all kinds of sto-
ries of kindness being shared, and 
people everywhere were helping 
each other. But as we head into 
year three, things seem to have 
shifted. Many of us are feeling 
burned out, angry or hopeless, 
and may have fallen into an “ev-
eryone for themselves” mentality. 

And while some might feel an-
gry about “loss of freedoms” or 
frustrated with changes to plans 

or cancelled trips, those who are 
most severely impacted are those 
who struggled to access basic 
freedoms before the pandem-
ic. Canada’s low-income peo-
ple continue to fall through the 
cracks – only now the fall is even 
more deadly.

Many of the outreach organiza-
tions that used to bring their ser-
vices to the streets are no longer 
able to do so. Many who used to 

open their doors and bring people 
in, offering a temporary roof over 
someone’s head, have had to close 
those doors. If shelters have re-
mained open, there is less capac-
ity, while the need has increased. 

I know panhandlers who used 
to rely on the kindness of strang-
ers to get by. Some strangers 
were compassionate and gener-
ous and would open their pockets 
and give; some would even stand 
beside them and pray with them, 

if that was welcomed. Impover-
ished people can also be some of 
the most generous, and I know 
someone who would share with 
her community whatever strang-
ers had given her that day. They 
would gather and pool their re-
sources and eat together. 

But since 2020, people don’t 
want to get too close or exchange 
anything by hand with a strang-
er. Passersby will now walk past 

someone on the street or look the 
other way, and it forces people 
like my friend into much higher 
risk situations where the strang-
ers offering help aren’t so kind. 
Imagine how much more suscep-
tible to exploitation that person 
on the street now is when a traf-
ficker or other predator comes by 
to offer their “help.” 

OVER THE EDGE
It’s not only those on the streets 

right now who are affected. 
Low-income people who have 
housing are also struggling as 
much as ever but in new ways. We 
know the pandemic has impacted 
people’s mental health, and for 
many who already struggled, it 
only intensified any issues. The 
same goes for people with addic-
tions. Fewer social supports have 
compounded the problem. This 
can lead to people regressing and/

or relapsing and losing their hous-
ing. There are now more people 
living on the streets or precari-
ously housed, and fewer services 
to help them. The cycle continues 
and escalates.

One 2021 study out of Califor-
nia reported that “Over the next 
four years, the COVID-19-relat-
ed recession is expected to cause 
chronic homelessness to increase 
some 49 per cent nationwide,” and 
a story by the United Way noted 
that “COVID-19 has laid bare the 
cracks in our social safety net” 
and that it “will absolutely exac-
erbate homelessness in Canada.” 

The rich get richer, and the 
poor continue to get poorer and 
fall behind. Low-income people 
are impacted in other ways as 
well. Virtual learning is stress-
ful enough – what if your fami-
ly doesn’t own a computer? For 
people without vehicles, although 
the cost of public transit hasn’t 
necessarily changed, the risk of 
it has. COVID-19 risks while 
riding the bus can’t be avoided 
when that bus is the only way 
you can access food, medicine or 
other necessities. 

Food accessibility is another 
issue that has only gotten worse 
over the course of the pandemic 
for low-income people. Inflation 
continues to rise – this year it’s ex-
pected to average about 3.5 percent, 
and reached 4.7 percent last year. In 
such uncertain times, a lot of people 
are stocking up or even panic buy-
ing as opposed to giving from their 
cupboards or donating from their 
wallets. Not only are the poor con-
tinuing to get poorer, but the risks 
are continuing to get riskier. 

TURN OUTWARD 
So, what are some solutions? 
And how do we help others in 
times when we ourselves are 
not operating with “full cups?” 
Sometimes it can help to re-ex-
amine things from a different per-
spective. If my cup is bigger than 
my neighbour’s, then even if it 
feels like I’m experiencing hard-
ship because my cup isn’t full, I 
might still have some to give, as 
they have a smaller cup to begin 
with. Now more than ever we 
need to help thy neighbour and 
give what we can to community. 
If each household donated just a 
few items from their cupboards 
to their local food bank, it would 
make a major difference.

I worry for my friends struggling 
to get by and maintain what they 
have established, and I worry for 
all those facing unjust evictions. I 
fear for my friends on the streets 
and those being evicted from en-
campments and harassed for exist-
ing, especially in these dangerous 
times. And I grieve for all those 
who I have seen taken from us too 
soon since the pandemic, whose 
deaths were preventable, and there 
are far too many. Their mental 
health and/or physical health is-
sues and addictions were exacer-
bated, and poverty kept them stuck 
in a place where barriers can seem 
impossible to overcome. How can 
we not have compassion and un-
derstanding when they try to numb 
themselves or escape, or when they 
fall behind or get stuck in a cycle? 
Homelessness and lack of afford-
able housing, the rate of evictions 
and the rate of overdoses; these are 
issues that can all be linked to pov-
erty, what I consider to be its own 
pandemic. It can seem hopeless.  

But I have also seen firsthand 
how small acts of kindness and 
giving can make a huge difference. 
I have given this, and I have re-
ceived this and both acts are food 
for the soul. As a low-income 
person coming from intergener-
ational poverty, I know the stig-
ma and barriers well. I also know 
that a little can go a long way and 
acts of kindness can help us keep 
going. Now more than ever, at a 
time when we are so disconnected, 
smiling at someone on the street, 
helping the hungry or giving to a 
neighbour who has less can mean 
so very much. In this way, although 
the pandemic has brought tragedy 
and challenges, it has also brought 
opportunities and teachings.

CREATING HOME 
For the past seven years I’ve host-
ed a feast and gift giving for those 
without plans on Christmas. This 
started simply because there was 
a need. There was limited support 
on Christmas day in the commu-
nity where I’m from and it can 
be a hard time of year for many. I 
have  always been amazed by how 
it all comes together. When we 
finish giving gifts in the building, 
we take what’s left to the streets 
on Christmas night with an old 
shopping cart filled with food and 
donations. Since the pandemic we 
could no longer gather in commu-
nity in the same way but some-

Features

THE POVERTY PANDEMIC 
Challenging times show us who we are.   | Angel Power
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the pandemic, many services that 
would have been available for her 
have been cut, and social supports 
and even treatments are limited. 
I knew I needed to advocate for 
my mom, and help her access the 
treatment she needs and deserves. 
So I said goodbye to my Toronto 
home, a place I had come to know 
and love, choosing to move closer 
to my mom. She is, truly, my orig-
inal home. 

As I relocated from one subsi-
dized housing organization to an-
other to be better able to help her, 
affording the move would have 
been impossible had it not been 
for the kindness of others. The 
barriers of poverty have added to 
my mom’s battle. Yet even with 
all that she has been through, and 
the barriers she faces, my mom 
teaches me every day that we 
can never let challenging times 
change who we are at our core. 
Rather, it is an opportunity for us 
to become who we want to be. 

how, we still pulled it off and hav-
en’t missed a year. We’ve simply 
adapted with the times. 

Similarly, I used to run a week-
ly outreach group in my building 
for anyone needing connection and 
support. Social housing has many 
of its own challenges, but for me, 
after years of exploitation and being 
trafficked, my small apartment was 
my sacred space. The intention of 
this group was a place of respite and 

community. It’s called T.H.R.I.V.E. 
which stands for “togetherness, 
hope, resilience, inspiration, vision, 
expression.” When the pandemic hit, 
I shut the group down and we shifted 
to online only. Although it isn’t the 
same as gathering in person, it still 
helps us stay connected. In our on-
line group, tenants share information 
specific to the building and resources 
that can be found in the  community. 
Most importantly, if someone needs 
to vent or needs help, it is an outlet 
and a safe space. I have seen how 
sometimes that’s all it takes to make 
a difference in someone’s life. We 
are, in a sense, providing the feeling 
of home for people who may have 
never experienced the kind of safe, 
open, abundant home that many 
people have. 

It’s times like these when we 
learn what we are made of. I re-
member when the pandemic was 
first announced. My mom had just 
been diagnosed with what doctors 
call a terminal illness after ending 
up on life support in the ICU and 
requiring several brain surgeries. 
Now miraculously recovering, her 
healing is still a challenge. Due to 

Angel Power

Angel is the author of The 
Darkness & The Light, 
a poetic memoir of how 
she survived childhood 
exploitation, addiction, 
and systemic barriers. She 
has Acadian, Mi’kmaq, 
Irish and Icelandic 
ancestral ties. Angel has 
a diploma in social work 
and currently works as 
an advisor for the City 
of Toronto’s Poverty Re-
duction Strategy, and at 
ARISE Ministry as a Peer 
Support Worker.

Features

A ROOF OVER EVERYONE’S (AND THINGS'!) HEAD
Angel Power

WHEN I THINK ABOUT others, I like to consider all our relations – of all species. We have 
been blessed with so many abilities and luxuries and we have a responsibility to help those 
who are more vulnerable, and this includes all the animals and winged ones. When I was 
in my Toronto apartment, still struggling to heal and to move on from years of exploitation, 
my pets were a lifeline. My rescue animals came to me when I needed them most. When 
I was ready for a cat I prayed for the one that needed me even more than I needed her. I 
didn’t care what gender or colour or kind, I just wanted the one that needed me. I ended 
up with a senior cat with viral problems and skin and eye problems and it turned out she 
had cancer. But she was perfectly imperfect and was my best friend and healer. I had her 
before I even had furniture. 

I knew it wouldn’t be a home without a fur baby. The furniture could wait. 
My cat helped me overcome addiction and learn boundaries. Then, although I didn’t 

feel quite ready for one, a dog came to me in a crisis needing a home. He helped me with 
accountability and a sleep routine, and he improved my mental health and so much more. 
Now that I’ve moved north to be closer to my mom, I continue to find ways to offer shelter 
and refuge to the wild creatures in our midst. 

FOOD AND LODGING
Stray cats, rabbits, raccoons, birds and squirrels love to visit a big tree outside my window. 
In the summer, there are chipmunks and butterflies, too. In the winter, when the world is 
frozen over and covered beneath a blanket of white, I like to put food out for them. There 
are all kinds of ways to make bird houses and create other spots of refuge for strays. This 
can even be a fun project for the whole family, providing a great teaching opportunity and 
the chance to instil in children values of care, kindness and generosity.

I had a fluffy black cat visit me in the new year, and I made him a cute little home. I use 
straw or hay for outdoor shelters, as blankets can get damp and freeze which can endanger 
the animal. For the house itself you can use an old cat or dog crate, an old storage tote with 
an entrance cut out, or sometimes even under a porch can be made into a little house. Just be 
prepared that other critters like rabbits might like this as well, but I believe that all creatures 
deserve comfort and safety anyway. Birds might use leftover straw to add to their nests.

No yard? No worries! You can make bird houses and hang them along public nature trails 
(check if this is allowed!). If your family is considering a pet to bring into your home, consid-
er rescue animals. Or donate old towels and blankets to the SPCA. There are many creative 
ways to contribute to the homes of our furry friends – companions that give us so much love 
and devotion – and to show our gratitude for having homes of our own. 

I have seen miracles and received blessings and survived unthinkable things. I have 
learned from people who have very little or who experience extreme difficulties and chal-
lenges but still have a spirit of grace. And so, I go to where I am called to be of service and 
to offer help wherever I am guided. I ask Great Spirit to work through me and to help me 
help others. This in turn inspires and empowers me, and is part of my healing journey. I am 
so grateful for the blessings I receive and all that continue to flow to me. 
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ON MARCH 13, 1990, AN EIGHT-YEAR-OLD GIRL, diagnosed with ce-
rebral palsy, joined over 60 adults and families impacted by physical 
disabilities to crawl up the steps of the Capitol building in Washington 
D.C. without their mobility devices to physically demonstrate the in-
accessible architecture and culture of America. 

LIVING IN AN ABLEIST CULTURE
My two youngest, Rachel and Janneke, can’t crawl or climb stairs, 
and our experiences as a family can attest to the persistent challen-
ges of living with disability in Ontario. Both Rachel and Janneke use 

wheelchairs for mobility on account of their disability. It has been 
hard to go out for holidays and almost impossible to visit family and 
friends. We used to be able to carry our girls and their equipment into 
homes, but the girls are growing heavier – and we are growing older. 
Instead of being invited, we are doing the inviting into our home. Our 
mobility mechanic now gets a Christmas card from us, as he and his 
team have become friends with their frequent visits to repair our van 
and porch lifts.

The Capitol Crawl, the physical demonstration of climbing the stairs 
of the Capitol building, was incredibly impactful for all who were present 
and who watched the footage on TV. Later that year, President George 
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I’M SITTING AT MY DESK, looking 
out a new window, trying not to 
think about the seed catalogue 
which arrived today in the mail. 

We moved to a new house before 
Christmas and, for the first time, 
there is a bedroom for each of the 
children and a back garden with 
grass. It might not be much to look 
at right now, but that garden feels 
like it holds all the possibilities 
in the world. I can’t stop thinking 
about the vegetables I could grow 
there – runner beans, carrots, pota-
toes, zucchini, eggplants? – and all 
the bright summer flowers ahead. 
But it’s not yet time, so I’ve put a 
bright pink cyclamen on my win-
dowsill to remind me to keep fo-
cused on the here and now. 

Each season brings its blessings.

MERGED CONGREGATIONS
As well as a new house, we’ve 
moved to a new church, and 

WE WERE STRANGERS
Katie Munnik  |  katiemunnik@yahoo.ca

Katie is an Ottawa writer living in Cardiff with her spouse and three growing 
children. You can also find Katie on twitter @messy_table.

we’ve been glad that the local 
covid restrictions have been eased 
enough to allow weekly worship 
in the sanctuary. Getting to know 
new people while wearing masks 
felt daunting at first, but the con-
gregation went out of its way to 
make us all feel welcome. After 
the service, people talked to us, 
asked our names, seemed to want 
to hear our stories and to share 
their stories, too. We got the sense 
that this was a congregation ac-
tively and prayerfully seeking to 
understand their place and call-
ing in the wider context of their 
neighbourhood community. 

We learned it was an amalga-
mated church, first brought togeth-
er in 1995 when a Baptist congre-
gation and a United Reform con-
gregation united. Each brought a 
significant history into this union. 
The Baptist congregation was 
founded in 1852 while the Unit-

ed Reform Church was the oldest 
non-conformist church in Cardiff. 
A third congregation joined in 
2013, and now the church is built 
on this combination of memories 
and traditions from these gathered 
congregations. Maybe it was these 
roots that helped create the culture 
of welcome we’ve experienced. 

A new church meant a new 
Sunday school for our youngest 
and – something else new – a 
youth group for our two teenag-
ers. That’s something they have 
never done before. It was easy to 
be nervous about these new gath-
erings, especially in these days 
when we’re feeling used to keep-
ing apart, but it wasn’t long before 
all three kids had put down roots 
and were telling us how they felt 
at home in these new spaces. 

THE SYMBOLISM OF AN EMP-
TY CHAIR
At Christmas, our eldest organ-
ized the youth group to design a 
window display for the church’s 
coffee room. The large window 
there faces a busy street, lined 
with cafes, shops, restaurants and 
bus stops, and lots of people pass 
by on the sidewalks every day. 

The youth group decided they 
wanted to fill the window with 
something memorable that would 
tell the familiar Christmas story, 
but also encourage people to think 
about it a little differently, too. 

They dressed a mannequin as 
a modern Mary, maybe a refu-
gee from Syria or Iraq, and they 
placed her in a tented space, with 
no shoes on, but a cup of coffee in 
her hand, and an empty, waiting 
chair beside her. All around, they 
hung tinfoil stars and, to one side, 
a painted poster proclaiming We 

Welcome the Stranger. I asked my 
daughter about the poster as she 
was working on it at home. Why 
did she choose those words to sit 
beside the waiting figure of Mary?

Because that’s what they did, 
she said. And she was right. 

We were strangers there, and 
the church gave us welcome. 
There will be fuller, brighter days 
ahead, with meals shared and 
time together in the garden, but 
I’ll hold onto that moment on this 
wintry morning. Another bless-
ing of the season. 

OUT OF STEP
Sara Pot |  thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story is about faith and disability as experienced 
through a life of caregiving for daughters Rachel and Janneke.

H.W. Bush signed the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, creating an-
other step forward for disability 
advocates. The eight-year-old girl, 
Jennifer Keelan-Chaffins, grew up 
and wrote a children’s book about 
her experience called All the Way 
to the Top. She continues to advo-
cate for and teach about ableism, 
accessibility and disability. 

Those who crawled up the stairs 
wanted to draw attention to the 
incredible inequities for persons 
with disabilities. And that’s where 
I see the problem: the stairs. Why 
did they need to climb to be heard? 

SIT AND LISTEN
Christ’s ministry was about meet-
ing people where they were, in 
their space. There were times 

when he used the height and 
area of the hillside to be heard, 
but Christ’s posture in teaching 
seems remarkably different from 
what Western Christianity and 
culture practice today. It is seen 
as authoritative and calls for re-
spect when one stands to speak – 
and often climbing stairs to find a 
podium. Yet when Christ taught 
in the synagogue, he sat down 
(e.g.: Luke 4:20). 

I wonder what a posture of 
hospitality looks like when we 
teach. I wonder what hospitable 
homes and spaces look like when 
we open our doors. I wonder 
what hospitable language sounds 
like. I wonder what a hospitable 
posture looks like when someone 
needs us to listen.

Maybe it’s a warm coffee for 
the cold hands of the man stand-
ing on the street corner, asking 
for spare change. 

Maybe it’s a question about 
diet restrictions or food prefer-
ences when making a meal for 
someone.

Maybe it’s being mindful of the 
abilities and limitations of others in 
choosing where to gather and what 
to do when planning a gathering.

Maybe it’s about creating an 
eye level connection with some-
one who uses a wheelchair.

Maybe it’s about honouring 
the preferred language with 
reference to disability and with 
gender identity.

HOLD THAT POSTURE
Hospitality is not just about hotels 
and the towels folded into swans 
on the guest bed. Hospitality is in 
the words you choose when you 
speak with someone, in how you 
teach someone, or how you offer 
to help someone. It’s creating a 
space that allows for someone 
to move freely and safely, both 
physically and emotionally. 

We shouldn’t have to take the 
stairs. 

When Christ taught in the synagogue,  
he sat down.
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CULTURAL WAR AND PEACE
Kathy Vandergrift  |  kathyvandergrift@rogers.com 

Kathy, a public policy analyst, brings experience in government, social 
justice work and a Master’s Degree in Public Ethics to her reflections.

HOW DID IT COME to this? Eigh-
teen months after citizens were 
banging pots and waving banners 
in support of health care workers, 
parliament had to pass a new law 
to stop abusive attacks as doctors 
enter hospitals. Over Christmas, 
public pressure was needed to 
take down a social media offer of 
a monetary reward for stalking 
public health care leaders to catch 
them making any small mistake 
in following covid rules. At one 
level this is a symptom of growing 
frustrations with pandemic restric-
tions. At other levels, it reflects 
populist anger against experts, the 
expansion of covid conspiracy the-
ories, rejection of science and the 
politicization of vaccine mandates 
as covid became a wedge issue for 
partisan political purposes.   

At a deeper level, pandemic pol-
icies have triggered a new front in 

the ongoing culture wars. When 
the debate over vaccines is framed 
as a matter of religious freedom, it 
is about more than public health. 
It begins to follow the pattern of 
other hot-button issues like femi-
nism, abortion, climate change and 

LGBTQ+ rights. Once that happens, 
taking sides or aligning with certain 
positions becomes a matter of iden-
tity as a counter-cultural warrior for 
some Christians. Other common el-
ements in the culture wars are fear 
of rapid changes in modern society 
and a desire to return to a perceived 
golden age when Christianity domi-
nated society.  

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
Religious freedom is important. 
It warrants careful consideration, 
along with other equally important 
rights for all persons created in the 
image of God. Questions arise as I 
listen to champions describe pub-
lic health restrictions as assaults on 
religious freedom. I hear assertions 
of the right for religious dissent and 
religious public expression without 
constraints for those holding up 
signs. That answers the question: 
freedom for what? I hear less about 
an equally important question: free-
dom for whom? In the context of a 
contagious virus, freedom for one 
to refuse vaccines or mask-wear-
ing on religious grounds means 
less freedom for others to express 
their equally important freedoms. 

Health care workers, for example, 
do not have the freedom to refuse 
to treat people who refuse to be 
vaccinated. Does religious free-
dom include the right to risk the 
lives of neighbours to assert my 
autonomy? Does it include the 
right to endanger the community to 
assert personal rights? 

When the important right of re-
ligious freedom is broadened to in-
clude all people and all dimensions 
of life, instead of a few hot-button 
issues, it quickly leads to a differ-
ent agenda. It gives more consid-
eration to the common good and 
space for everyone to live with dig-
nity rather than maximizing space 
for individual choice. The evidence 
is clear that there is more freedom 
for everyone in societies that give 
a higher priority to the common 
good. Achieving the best balance 
between the common good and 
space for individual choice requires 
thoughtful, evolving discernment, 
not placards or, even worse, physi-
cal attacks on opponents. 

DO CULTURE WARS WORK? 
Similar questions can be asked 
about other battles in the culture 

wars that consume so much energy 
and also cause polarization within 
faith communities. Perhaps it is 
time to question the use of culture 
wars as a public witness strategy 
to change society. While historical 
analysis does not provide much 
evidence of success in reshaping 
society, there is significant evi-
dence to show that Christianity 
and churches in general are losing 
more than winning the minds and 
hearts of the next generation. 

What would happen if more 
Christians and churches intention-
ally and deliberately worked to be 
cultural peace-builders instead of 
counter-cultural warriors? It doesn’t 
mean giving up on the right to re-
ligious freedom; it means taking 
a different approach to it. It would 
give priority to creating conditions 
where all people are capable of 
exercising their rights and respon-
sibilities to others. It would mean 
working for respectful relationships 
between people rather than the as-
sertion of individual rights. Perhaps 
2022 is the year to lower the volume 
on culture war talk and pay more at-
tention to how we can be cultural 
peace-builders.  

AT SOME POINT, it became all about “freedom.” 
I first noticed it about 20 years ago, just after 9/11. George W. Bush 

was addressing a joint session of congress. Answering why terrorists 
hate America, Bush said: “They hate our freedoms.”

In the 20 years since, protecting “our freedoms” has been the foun-
dation of a lot of the politics of the right wing in the United States and 
Canada. “Freedom” is why Republicans opposed Obama’s proposals for 
universal health care. “Freedom” is why Republicans opposed safety 
regulations around guns, even after Sandy Hook. And “freedom” is why 
many Republicans oppose vaccines or masking regulations. As Senator 
Ted Cruz recently said: “Freedom is good policy and good politics.” 

But what many political conservatives mean by “freedom” these 
days is a lot different than what they meant by “freedom” in 2001. The 
full quote by George W. Bush is more nuanced. He said: “They hate 
our freedoms: our freedom of religion, our freedom of speech, our 
freedom to vote and assemble and disagree with each other.” 

It’s hard to imagine a Republican politician saying that today, because 
the Overton window on mainstream Republican thinking moved so far 
to the right during the MAGA years. People like Senator Cruz define 
freedom as the absence of limits on personal choice. Governor DeSantis 
of Florida rails against the tyranny of public health measures designed 
to save lives. For a lot of folks on the right these days, “freedom” means 
doing what you want, where you want, without any interference. 

But not everyone. 

THE FALSE IDOL  
OF ‘FREEDOM’ 

Lloyd Rang |  lloyd@lloydrang.com

Lloyd works in communications and is a member of Rehoboth 
CRC in Bowmanville, Ont.

WHO’S IN, WHO’S OUT?
Calls for “freedom” by those same politicians fall silent when it comes 
to schools. A recent law proposed by Florida state representative Ran-
dy Fine would see cameras placed in classrooms because “radical left-
ists have tried to sneak things into our school district that parents don’t 
agree with,” such as teaching about the history of racism in the U.S. 

Calls for “freedom” also go silent around who can marry whom. Vir-
ginia Republican Bob Good recently spoke against same sex marriage 
on the floor of the House. The prohibitions of religion (ie: “my belief 
says I can’t do this”) have become intertwined with the law (ie: “my 
belief says you are not free to do this, either”).  

And calls for “freedom” have gone completely silent around voting. 
Gerrymandering and moves to limit voting availability – to prevent 
non-existent voter fraud – have a chilling effect on opponents and 
skew results in the GOP’s favour. It fulfils what GOP speechwriter 
David Frum once wrote: “If conservatives become convinced that 
they cannot win democratically, they will not abandon conservatism. 
They will abandon democracy.”

And yet, for a lot of conservatives, there is no contradiction here. 
As Frank Wilhoit wrote: “Conservatism consists of exactly one prop-
osition, to wit: There must be in-groups whom the law protects but 
does not bind, alongside out-groups whom the law binds but does not 
protect.” That is to say – “Freedom for me, but not for thee.” 

BIBLICAL FREEDOM
That definition of “freedom” seems to me to be wildly out of step with 
how the Bible defines freedom. In scripture, “freedom” is almost always 
tied – sometimes in the same passage – to communal responsibility. Like 
in Galatians 5:13 where we read: “For you were called to freedom, broth-
ers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another.” Or where “freedom” is tied to an even 
more activist agenda as we read in 1 Corinthians: “All things are lawful,” 
but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all things 
build up. “Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.” 

This idea that personal “free-
dom” means more than our re-
sponsibility to each other has no 
basis in scripture. In fact, people 
doing whatever they want with-
out thinking of others – or seek-
ing power for its own sake – is 
precisely the sort of activity that 
brought down God’s wrath all 
over the Old Testament. Loving 
your neighbour, caring for them 
and protecting them – in short, 
taking responsibility for each oth-
er – now that’s a godly concept. 

One that, 20 years ago, a lot 
more conservatives – on both sides 
of the border – understood.
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“Give us this day our daily 
bread.” – Jesus

“I’m suffering from the affliction 
of always wanting more.” 
– Singer-songwriter Ann Vriend 
(a line from the song St. Paul 
from her album When We Were 
Spies).

THE PETITION IN THE Lord’s 
Prayer “Give us this day our dai-
ly bread” has always caused me 
a certain amount of discomfort. 
Daily bread. Not bread enough 
for tomorrow, or for a week, a 
year, or well into retirement. 
Enough for today. And then just 
for bread. Certainly not for a 10 
oz. steak with a baked potato and 
all the trimmings, accompanied 
by a fine glass of cabernet sauvi-
gnon topped off with a dessert of 
Crème Brulé and a small glass of 

AN ECONOMY OF ENOUGH
Bob Bruinsma  |  bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Bob is a retired professor of education who has more  
than enough.

port. Just daily bread.
Now, I know that daily bread 

is probably just a shorthand met-
aphor asking God to supply our 
basic human need for food, cloth-
ing and shelter. But then what 
about a nice car, a vacation cabin, 
the latest iPhone, or a cruise on 
the River Seine?

Many years ago, Ron Sider’s 
book Rich Christians in an Age of 
Hunger made the argument that 
no Christian has the moral right 
to accumulate more wealth than 
what is needed to lead a modest 
material lifestyle in the face of 
glaring world-wide poverty. He 
agreed that one might well de-
bate what counts for “modest,” 
and that this might vary some-
what from place to place and 
culture to culture, but it is bibli-
cally unquestionable that modern 
materialism is a serious sin. For 

example, taking a $6,000 Carib-
bean cruise can clearly not be 
counted as a basic human need, 
especially when millions of fel-
low human beings do not have 
enough to eat or don’t have a roof 
over their heads. Jesus himself 
urges us to take serious stock of 
our earthly material possessions 
and aspirations so that, on the 
day of judgement, we will not be 
like the rich man who had failed 
to succor Lazarus while on earth, 
and was thus condemned to a life 
of post-earthly suffering (Luke 
16:19-31). 

WANTS VS NEEDS
“‘What must I do to inherit eter-
nal life?’ a rich young man asked 
Jesus one day. 

‘Sell everything you have [which 
you don’t need], give it to the poor 
and come and follow me.’

With that he became sad; for 
he was very rich. Jesus looked 
at him and said, ‘How hard it is 
for those who have wealth to en-
ter the kingdom of God’” (Luke 
18:18-25).

What about me? Have I con-
fused or conflated wants with 

needs? How can I practice an 
economy of enough rather than 
“suffering from the affliction of 
always wanting more”? Here 
is a suggestion: Whenever I’m 
thinking of buying some desired 
object or experience, I should do 
so only if I’m prepared to spend 
an equal amount of money “on 
the poor.” Thus I should only go 

on that $6,000 cruise if I’m also 
prepared to donate $6,000 to, say, 
World Renew. If I really can’t af-
ford to do both, then clearly that 
holiday cruise is just a want and 
not a need. What else would an 
economy of enough look like for 
me? I’m not sure if I have the 
courage to answer that, for I am 
very rich. 

WHEN I WAS A CHILD IN WISCONSIN, we could see the snow swirling 
like waves over the bare surface of Harvey Prinsen’s field. It had a 
certain beauty but it also meant cold. Drifting snow is a common part 
of almost any Canadian winter. 

Things are different in the Bulkley Valley of B.C. We have a long 
winter; this year it’s been a cold one, too (-40 C. one night). But we 
don’t usually experience drifting snow. In our climate, Portia would 
have had to say that mercy “falleth as the gentle snow from heaven.” 
Like these two photographs depict. And sometimes the snow-caps 
stay like this for weeks –  no nasty winds to blow the snow into drifts. 

WOODY DEBRIS
Drifting snow can be hard on people. It is hard on soil: wind and snow 
strip fall-ploughed topsoil from agricultural fields. Any snow, but espe-
cially drifting snow, is hard on many birds and certain small mammals. 

Here’s what I do to help winter birds and small mammals survive. I 
don’t completely “put my garden to bed” for the winter. I intentionally 
leave asparagus stalks, raspberry canes (I usually prune in the spring) 
and other debris standing in the garden. It has to be woody debris to 
withstand the snow and whatever wind we get. 

In the perennial flower beds, I leave most of the stalks standing. 
When I first started growing perennials in a big way, I asked my friend 
and master gardener Teryl Schopfer if I should cut down all the dead 
stalks. “Oh, I just leave them,” she said. “In the spring, when they 
are dry, when the snow is gone, you can just knock them off with a 
rake. Besides, I love the looks of all the different types of stalks and 
seed heads: they texturize the snowy scene and make wonderful snow 

LET IT BE
Curt  Gesch |  cgesch63@gmail.com
Curt would rather watch chickadees eating hemp than watch the 
Grey Cup. He dedicates this column to the late John Franken, best 
friend a chickadee (or fellow retired school teacher) ever had. 

shadows.” And, I might add, if 
you have drifting snow, dead 
plant stalks trap it to form a snow 
mulch for your perennials. 

Both perennial plant seeds and 
annuals provide food. Cosmos 
seeds are superb winter fare for 
seed-eaters, as are sunflowers, 
black-eyed susans, echinops, core-
opsis, coneflowers and zinnias. 

The odd ear of corn provides food, 
too. My favourite let-stand plant 
is hemp. We’re talking industrial 
hemp here, not the stuff some folks 

smoke or bake with. I grow hemp 
for the male pollen which delights 
bees, domestic and wild. And I har-
vest some seed for chick food; it’s 
high in fat and protein. I also like 
the smell, which is not an acquired 
taste, you might say. 

Hemp stalks are all fibre, it 
seems. They do not compost eas-
ily unless completely shredded or 
left to weather for several years. 
In India, I’m told, Sir Albert 
Howard prepared such fibrous 
stalks for composting by spread-
ing them out on oxcarts for the 
hoofs (he probably would have 
spelled it hooves) to shatter. 

SNOW SHADOWS
Hemp doesn’t blow over. It stands 

tall and proud. In autumn, song 
sparrows, Lincoln’s sparrows, 
juncos and even grouse scavenge 
any seeds that are on the ground. 
About the time I figure there 
can’t be any seeds left I discover 
that chickadees are finding some 
on the standing grain heads in 
December. And, like sunflower or 
corn stalks, they provide a wind-
break. 

A bare garden may fit your aes-
thetic taste or philosophic ideal 
of order, but I’ll take the Decem-
ber chickadees, song sparrows 
and redpolls amid the dry stalks 
and snow shadows. 

You may have the order: I’ll 
take the birds, especially the 
chickadees. 

It is biblically 
unquestionable 
that modern 
materialism is a 
serious sin.
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FOR NEARLY TWO YEARS NOW THE GLOBE has endured a series of 
lockdowns and emergency measures occasioned by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Until recently I treated this as a temporary blip in our lives, 
assuming that we would soon be returning to normal. Only weeks 
ago, Ontario Premier Doug Ford announced that masking mandates 
would be lifted in the spring and that something like normal human 
interactions would resume. The unanticipated spread of the omicron 
variant prompted the government to put this on hold, subsequently 
followed by new lockdown measures.

So when will all this end? Of course, we have no idea, and no one 
is making promises, given the unpredictable course of the pandemic. 
The Spanish flu of 1918 was far more lethal than COVID-19, and as 
late as the end of 1920 it had claimed the lives of John Francis Dodge 
and Horace Elgin Dodge, the founders of the Dodge automobile brand. 
By then the flu had come in four waves, after which it grew much less 
deadly, evolving into a mild seasonal flu. We cannot foresee when and 
if this will happen with COVID, but already omicron, while spreading 
more quickly and easily, appears to be milder than previous variants.

For now, however, we have to live with the pandemic and make the 
best of the available means for doing so. The face mask has become 
such a part of life that I have very young grandnieces and grandnephews 

THE COVID BLUES
David T. Koyzis  |  dtkoyzis@gmail.com

David is a Global Scholar with Global Scholars Canada. He is the 
author of Political Visions and Illusions.

whose only memories are of 
people wearing masks, expressing 
bemusement at seeing unmasked 
people on television. Schooling 
them has become a more precar-
ious proposition, and we have yet 
to see how all this will affect their 
educational outcomes. We may 
see a generation with certain defi-
cits or delays in the acquisition of 
skillsets that previous generations 
had acquired more readily.

THE AGE OF ZOOM
I am hesitant to make predic-
tions in uncertain times, but I can 
foresee some permanent shifts in 

the way we live. For example, I 
expect that the Zoom meeting 
will become a permanent fixture 
in the work landscape. Had the 
pandemic come at the turn of the 
millennium, we would have had 
more difficulty coping, as the in-
ternet was still in its infancy. But 
with so many means of online 
communication now available to 
us, shifting to at-home work – for 
many of us at least – has been far 
less difficult than it would have 
been then. 

Speaking for myself, the pan-
demic revolutionized my own 
work. Prior to 2020, I had ac-
cepted the occasional invitations 
to travel and to speak in such 
places as Germany, Brazil, Aus-
tralia and various parts of Canada 
and the United States. In March 
of 2020 I had planned to fly to 
North Carolina to teach at a sem-
inary there, but that had to be 
cancelled once the pandemic had 
broken out.

But around the same time, I 
began receiving multiple invi-

tations to write and speak from 
around the world. Obviously, 
with the dawn of the “Zoom 
age,” those interested in my work 
had quickly discovered that they 
could easily have me speak from 
a distance without having to fly 
me in and billet and feed me dur-
ing my visit. As a result, I am 
busier now than I could have im-
agined beforehand.

Still, something’s missing. I 
am not one for social distancing. 
I embrace people easily, some-
thing undoubtedly stemming 
from my Greek Cypriot roots, but 
I can’t do so now. I am thankful 
that I have been able to connect 
with so many people online, and 
I’ve seen genuine friendships 
emerge from these contacts. Yet 
it’s not the same.

Like everyone else, I look 
forward to an eventual return to 
normality. For now, we can do no 
more than to make the best of our 
current circumstances, praying 
that God will give us the patience 
to do so. 

AS WE RATTLE and rush across 
the icy surface of Lake Simcoe, 
I look out the porthole window 
of the Bombardier R12, watch-
ing the snowy world blow by. 
It’s like being transported in a 
school bus, really – the same 
dull roar and smell of exhaust 
and uncomfortable seats – ex-
cept with dual tracks and skis 
in place of wheels. It’s an ear-
ly morning in February and we 
are heading toward a group of 
fishing huts where we will spend 
part of the day. I’m 12 years 
old, and so excited to be going 
ice fishing for the first time. 
My classmates in Mr. Olden-
ziel’s Grade Six class are having 
a morning of sex education. My 
parents have opted to send me 
instead on a classic Canadian 
outing with a friend and his dad; 
the latter is a hunting and fishing 
columnist for the Toronto Star. 
It was sex ed or ice fishing and 
I’m glad to be heading out on the 
lake.

A BOY’S LOT AND LUCK 
Roland De Vries |  rdevries@pcmtl.ca

Roland is Principal of The Presbyterian College in Montreal 
where he also teaches.

The class will probably just 
be a bunch of science, anyway 
– how men and women’s parts 
work together, and how babies 
grow. Nothing about the stuff 
that gets us boys guffawing, even 
if I’m not exactly sure why.

The tracks of the old “bom-
badeer” (as we call them) slow 
beneath us as we approach a 
circle of fishing huts, a brightly 
coloured village in a no-man’s-
land of white. We clamber out 
onto the frozen and windy lake 
and make our way into one of the 
plywood huts. It is surprisingly 
cozy and warm inside, with a 
small heater and half-comfort-
able seats. The ice around the 
augured hole is crystal clear and 
bright with refracted light. As I 
bend down to touch it, the water 
is cold and crisp.

I do wonder a bit about . . . 
stuff. Like what’s happening in 
my body. You know, that, uh, 
hardness that happens kind of 

randomly. What’s that about, 
aside from being the lot and luck 
of a boy?

Most of my fishing has been 
off a dock on Pigeon Lake, with 
worms and bobbers and lots of 
casting. Here on the ice we are 
using minnows, and the fishing 
rods are much stubbier than I’m 

used to. And of course no cast-
ing; just lowering the line to the 
right depth and trusting the spot 
is a good one. I wonder how we 

can be sure this spot will be the 
right one for perch or walleye or 
white fish. In any case, there is 
no option to move on to a differ-
ent spot if the fish don’t appear. 
So we jig our lines up and down, 
waiting for something to hit.

I’m not exactly thinking about 
girls – yet, I guess. I do know 

there’s a lot I don’t know. About 
sex and whatever goes into that 
in terms of feelings and how you 
even do it. I’ve thought about 

wanting to hold a girl’s hand.

Our patience is rewarded – not 
a huge haul of fish, but respect-
able. It’s amazing to see a walleye 
come up through the hole in the 
ice. Dark back, glistening scales, 
large spiky dorsal fin seemingly 
large enough to be a sail. An al-
most prehistoric creature pulled 
through the time-space continu-
um of the ice into our world. 
There are also a few perch 
pulled through with their famil-
iar striped sides and orange hues. 
Almost the same fish I’d catch in 
summer, in my shorts and flip-
flops and sunburned shoulders. 
The return trip in that clat-
tering snow machine carries a 
different feeling than the trip 
out. Not excitement, now, but 
that same satisfaction as walk-
ing back to my family’s trailer 
carrying a bucket with a few 
perch and smallmouth bass. 
Mom, dad, look what I caught! 
 
The next day I get up the cour-
age to ask a friend what the class 
was like. “Oh, it was pretty bor-
ing. You didn’t miss much; just 
a bunch of science stuff.” Well, 
that figures. But maybe there 
was more to it than he’s telling 
me . . . . 

 On Jan. 7-8, Koyzis spoke via video to the 
Igreja Batista Vilas do Atlântico in Salvador, 

Bahia, Brazil.
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EARLY ON DECEMBER 25, 2021, the James Webb Space Telescope 
launched. While much less significant than the birth we celebrate that 
day, the launch opens a new era in understanding creation. This telescope 
is a more complex and powerful successor to the Hubble. It will tell us a 
lot about our home, the universe God created. 

In January, the heat shield was in place and the telescope was fully 
deployed. It will take about six months before we know if the tele-
scope is fully functional and whether the 25-year effort of its design, 
creation and launch has been worth it.

GOD, JOB AND THE JAMES 
WEBB TELESCOPE

Rudy Eikelboom  | reikelboom@wlu.ca

Rudy (reikelboom@wlu.ca), who is fascinated by our technology, 
is a pastoral elder at Waterloo Christian Reformed Church and a 
retired psychology professor.

When in place, this telescope 
will be about 1.5 million kilome-
ters from the earth and far beyond 
where astronauts can go to fix it. 
(Hubble was 570 kilometers above 
the earth, and astronauts visited it 
several times to correct problems). 
Webb’s mirror is 6.25 times larger 
than the Hubble’s and will look 
at the universe in infrared wave-
lengths, giving it a better ability to 
see things like stars formed early in 
the history of the cosmos. 

What interests me is how this 
telescope could bring us closer to 
answering some of the questions 
God asks in Job 38:4-7. These ques-
tions, perhaps meant metaphorical-
ly and certainly posed by God to 
show how little Job understands, 
are nonetheless tantalizing for us. If 
I can loosely paraphrase in today’s 
language, God asks, “Were you 
there when the cosmos was created? 
How big is the cosmos? What holds 
the cosmos together? Can you ex-
perience the joy of creation?” Let’s 
see how the Webb telescope helps 
us answer each of these.

THE OBSERVABLE UNIVERSE
Since it takes time for light to reach 

us, the farther the Webb can see, the 
earlier in the creation of the universe 
it records. Because of its power and 
the infrared wavelengths it mea-
sures, the Webb can see 13.4 billion 
years into the past, to when the stars 
and galaxies were formed – or to 
quote scripture, when the morning 
stars sang together. 

How big is the cosmos? We may 
never know the universe’s size. 
The speed of light and age of the 
universe limit how far we can see. 
Scientists talk about the observable 
universe. Because the universe is 
expanding, there may be areas far 
enough away that the light of their 
stars will never reach us, making 
them forever beyond our obser-
vation. The Webb allows us to see 
more and more of what it’s possible 
for us to see, and that gets us closer 
to knowing how big the universe is.

What holds the cosmos together? 
We know a bit about the gravity that 
caused the stars and planets to form. 
Thus, we have some understanding 
of what holds it all together. Yet 
there are still big mysteries. As I 
have written about before, there is 
not enough visible matter to account 
for all the gravity, so we now talk 

about the dark matter we can’t see. 
And to explain the expansion of the 
universe, we have dark energy. Both 
are placeholders that show how 
much we don’t understand. Perhaps 
what the Webb reveals will give us 
insight into these mysteries.

And how about the joy of cre-
ation? Thanks to the creative abil-
ities we received from God, we 
can make powerful telescopes that 
probe the depths of the universe. 
That makes me joyful. But even 
as our creativity allows us to learn 
more and more, it also reveals how 
little we understand. The questions 
God asks Job are questions that still 
require fuller answers. Each time we 
come closer to an ultimate answer, 
we discover more about our God 
and the wonders of his creation. I’m 
reminded of the awe expressed in 
Psalm 8. Yet it is on the earth that 
our Lord entered the creation in the 
person of Jesus. Perhaps this is the 
greatest mystery of all, which sci-
ence will never answer. 

For more on the Webb, 
visit jwst.nasa.gov. 

FIRST AND LAST
Tom Wolthuis  |  tomwolthuis@gmail.com

Tom  is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church and the Direc-
tor of Geneva Campus Ministry at the University of Iowa. He has a 
series of podcasts on reading scripture at genevaui.podbean.com.

BE SURPRISED BY the light that 
enters our darkness. It is the sea-
son of Epiphany. The light often 
seems foreign, so contrary to our 
way of seeing the world.

Jesus told stories to help us 
picture the light. They usually in-
cluded something surprising and 
confusing. Why isn’t the Sower 
more careful with the seed? We 
should not pull up the weeds? 
You welcome that scoundrel 
brother back? It’s OK for the 
steward to change the amount 
owed the master?

When it comes to money, our 
world’s god, it is very confus-
ing. Our “common sense” says 
that those who work get paid. 
Those who work the hardest get 
paid the most. So why would 
the vineyard owner pay workers 
who worked 12 hours the same 
as those who worked one (Matt. 
20:1-16)? That’s not fair, as any 
three-year-old will tell you. How 

could the Kingdom of Heaven be 
like this?

GIVING
The simple answer is grace. We do 
not earn our way in. Yes, but doesn’t 
our work have value? Shouldn’t 
that be rewarded? Jesus promises 
an abundant inheritance for those 
who choose to leave the things of 
this life to follow him (Matt. 19:29). 
This contrasts with the rich man 
who could not give up his wealth to 
follow (Matt. 19:16-22). Should we 
give to get? Is that “the game”?

EXPECTATIONS
At first the vineyard parable sets 
the expectations. The first work-
ers will get a day’s wage for a 
day’s work. The next workers 
will get what’s fair. There is no 
discussion of pay for the next 

three groups, but we expect the 
pattern of fairness.

The privileged will see them-
selves in the first groups. They 
will work faithfully and expect 
fairness. Some might, sadly, see 
themselves in the last group. 
Life has not been fair or kind. 
No one has given them a job. 
They have been neglected and 
feel worthless. They have little 
expectation.

Surprise! A day’s wage for an 
hour’s work. The privileged ex-
pect more. They grumble. They 

enhance their case by emphasiz-
ing their hardships. 

I understand these first workers 
and identify with them. Why? Be-
cause I am privileged, but more. 
Because my middle-class West-
ern upbringing has taught me that 
I earn my own way. I sometimes 
compare myself to others and ex-
pect more rewards.

UNEXPECTED
I did not anticipate being told 
I am not in charge nor that my 
sense of justice is wrong, having 
made justice more important than 
grace. I did not expect my greed 
to be called out. 

I have an evil eye (translated 
as “envious”). I look at others 
wrongly. To those richer and 
more privileged I look wanting-
ly. To the poor I look haughti-
ly, maybe accusingly. Where is 
grace?

I am not alone. As I write this, 
an American Senator has refused 
to support a social welfare bill 
saying the poor would just waste 
the money on drugs and time off 
for sickness or parenting leave 
would be used for hunting. Others 
complain that taxes take what is 
rightfully theirs.

PROVERBIAL WISDOM
Wrapping this story is the proverb 
that “the first will be last and the 
last will be first.” When we hear 
this in the context of Matthew 19, 
it sounds like the eschatological 
reversal. Those who are wealthy 
and selfish in this world will be 
overturned in the next. We could 
self-righteously hear this as us 
poor followers of Jesus, who 
have sacrificed in obedience, will 
ultimately win. In part, yes, but 
there is a twist. 

After the parable of the vine-
yard workers, the proverb is re-
versed to “the last will be first 
and the first last.” Now my privil-
ege is challenged. Now the prov-
erb is even questioned. Should it 
be all about who is first or last, 
about winning?

We compete to outdo each 
other and to gain accordingly. 
God’s Kingdom is defined by 
community. It puts us all on the 
same footing. Look at yourself 
before God, not in comparison 
with others. This is how Luke 
13:30 uses the last/first proverb 
responding to the question of 
how many will be saved. Last 
AND first, first AND last. This is 
God’s new community.

 The James Webb Space Telescope 
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The process of hiring three new 
CRCNA executives is well un-
derway. As you read this article, 
the new General Secretary will 
have been identified and the se-
lection process for a new Chief 
Administrative Officer and a new 
Executive Director Canada will 
be in its final stages. As the three 
candidates begin their new posi-
tions in July 2022, they will be 
guided by changes to the gover-
nance and leadership structure of 
the CRCNA.

In this article we share what 
this new governance and leader-
ship structure will mean for the 
churches and the ministries of 
the Christian Reformed Church 
in Canada.

A NEW MODEL
Central to the SALT Report is the 
introduction of the partnership 
model. While recognizing that 
each CRCNA executive position 
is unique, the partnership mod-
el will require the individuals in 
these positions to work togeth-
er as equals, partners and peers 
within their spheres of influence 
and responsibility.

The Executive Director Canada 
will direct the new Canada Office 
to implement contextualized min-
istries on behalf of the Canadian 
churches. The Executive Director 
Canada will be selected and em-
ployed by the CRCNA Canada 
Board. This individual will be the 
sole executive lead for the admin-
istrative staff in Canada.

The Canada Board, like other 

CRCNA ministry boards, agen-
cies and institutions, will remain 
directly accountable to the Syn-
od. It will continue to function 
cooperatively with other CRCNA 
ministry boards, agencies and in-
stitutions, given their shared vi-
sion and purpose.

To ensure that these changes 
take hold, Synod 2022 will issue 
an ecclesiastical mandate letter 
to the CRCNA Canada Board 
granting it authority to formal-
ly establish the Canada Office, 
contextualize denominational 
ministry in Canada, and initiate 
agreed upon ministries on behalf 
of the Canadian churches.

FROM CORPORATE MODEL 
TO PARTNERSHIP MODEL
SALT recommends that the part-
nership model replace the current 
corporate model reaffirmed by 
multiple synods of the CRCNA 
in order to begin the healing of 
fractured administrative, ministry 
and board relationships between 
Canada and the United States.

For most of the past twenty-five 
years, the corporate model has 
centralized administration and 
decision making of the CRCNA 
into a single executive leader in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. While 
the corporate model may have 
been necessary to help the com-
plex CRCNA organization ad-
dress bureaucratic infighting and 
communication challenges, there 
were also significant downsides.

The question of how Canada 
fit into this corporate model re-

mained unanswered. Despite ef-
forts of multiple synodical com-
mittees and efforts by leaders 
on both sides of the border, the 
corporate model was not able to 
address the many cultural, gov-
ernance, regulatory and financial 
challenges that come with a bina-
tional relationship. SALT recog-
nizes that decades of simmering 
resentment and tension between 
the two countries has made it diffi-
cult for executive and governance 
leaders to trust each other and 
work together as equal partners.

SALT sought to address this 
mix of structural inadequacies 
and toxic culture by shifting 
the balance of power in Cana-
da’s favor. For reasons of need 
and ministry uniqueness, SALT 
recommends that the Canada 
Board and the Executive Di-
rector Canada be empowered 
to enact ministry in Canada in 

ways that are culturally appro-
priate and aligned with synodi-
cal purposes.

JOINT MINISTRY AGREEMENTS
The SALT Report recommends 
the use of Joint Ministry Agree-
ments to structure the bination-
al partnership between Cana-

da and the U.S. Joint Ministry 
Agreements provide a means 
to clarify the roles and respon-
sibilities of each partner, ad-
dress issues of authority and 
power, identify opportunities 
for collaboration, growth and 
expansion, and set patterns for 
effective communication. Joint 
Ministry Agreements will equip 
the three new executive leaders 
to succeed as partners as they 
clarify their respective ecclesi-
astical, ecumenical, and synodi-
cal responsibilities.

As you read this article, a new 
Joint Ministry Agreement will 
likely have been approved by the 
CRCNA Canada and the CRC-
NA U.S. boards. If approved, it 
will be a legal and binding joint 
venture contract designed to ad-
dress the long-standing concerns 
regarding the Canada Revenue 
regulations for CRCNA Canada 
as a registered Canadian charity. 
If approved, it will ensure that 
more than twenty ministry pro-
grams will continue to be jointly 
operated in Canada and the U.S.

GOVERNANCE REFORM
The SALT Report addresses a 
number of other topics including 
the need for governance reform.

The CRCNA is a complex bi-
national organization struggling 

to align its commitment to Re-
formed polity and the current 
means of governance. SALT 
recommends the formation of 
an Office of Governance. This 
Office would provide a high-lev-
el forum to engage all ministry 
partners in an ongoing process 
of board re-design and organiza-

tional development.
An important issue that needs 

to be addressed, for example, is 
the current structure of the Coun-
cil of Delegates (COD). The 
COD membership is based on a 
representative model that keeps 
Canada in a perpetual minority 
status. This has made it difficult 
to address ministry issues that 
are uniquely Canadian. The rec-
ommended Office of Governance 
would bring a variety of people 
together to resolve difficult gov-
ernance issues such as the COD 
membership issue.

WILL THE NEW MODEL FOR 
GOVERNANCE AND LEADER-
SHIP WORK?
We believe that a renewed gov-
ernance and leadership structure 
will work if mature and experi-
enced leaders are appointed to 
the three executive positions de-
scribed in SALT.

We believe that this new model 
will work if Canadian and U.S. 
ministry boards and leaders re-
main committed to furthering 
their binational partnership.

We believe that this new model 
will work if the needed reforms 
recommended in SALT are ad-
opted by Synod 2022 and jointly 
implemented by the respective 
Canada and U.S. Boards.

THE STRUCTURE AND LEADERSHIP 
TASK FORCE (SALT)
A new partnership in the Christian Reformed Church of North America (CRCNA). 

Sponsored Content: The views and opinions expressed in this letter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent the editorial perspective of Christian Courier.

CRC church locations across North America.
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Submitted by Rev. Frederic Koning and Dr. 
Lloyd Vanderkwaak, who serve as co-facil-
itators of the SALT Steering Committee and 
the Joint Ministry Agreement Task Force. Rev. 
Koning, a retired CRC Pastor and Medical 
Ethicist also served as the Reporter for the 
Structure and Leadership Task Force (SALT). 
Dr. Vanderkwaak is a retired CEO and has 
conducted research on the governance part-
nership in nonprofit organizations.
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info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
     1 Keefer Road

  St. Catharines ON  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen  5529 Regional Rd. #81

 Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church St.  St. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

hulseandenglish.com
 Holly Rousseau - Managing Director

Serving the community over150 years

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / 
CHOCOLATE / TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St., St. Catharines ON L2N 4N8
Fax: 905-934-3344      905-934-6454

ramakersimports@bellnet.ca
ramakersimports.com

GARY VAN EYK CPA,CMA 
  Chartered Professional Accountant
  Accounting - Tax - Financial Consulting

201- 50 Lakeport Rd.,
           St. Catharines ON L2N 4P7

 Ph: 905-646-7331     Fax: 905-646-0951

E-mail: gary@garyvaneyk.ca

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
 Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

           meesterinsurance.com

The business directory ads are 2.4068 by 1.6708 inches - can that be 
simplified? 
Will send individually and also greyscale ones in proper .pdfs when I 
know these are ok.  
They are currently for the second issue of the month but can put 4 in one 
issue and 4 in another or so when there are two issues in the month.

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen  5529 Regional Rd. #81

 Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

CC EMAIL 
NEWSLETTER
Stay updated between print issues 
by signing up for CC's free email 
newsletter, sent every Monday. Email 
maaike@christiancourier.ca or visit 
our website to subscribe!

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

Do you believe Christian schools are a dynamic way to expand the 
influence of  Christ in our culture? Are you looking for a meaningful role 
in a growing, vibrant organization?

The Christian School Foundation is seeking a candidate who can lead 
our Investment Team, provide financial guidance for schools, and support 
donors as they achieve their philanthropic priorities. A Certified Financial 
Planner designation (or similar) is an asset.

The Christian School Foundation has a culture of  integrity and 
professionalism, while also being nimble in how it responds to our donors 
and schools. We are a small team, so the ability to work well together and 
innovate as we fulfill our mission is crucial.

Contact Meghan Van Pelt at office@christianschoolfoundation.ca for more 
information, or visit our website at www.christianschoolfoundation.ca 

“We draw Christian schools and donors together to expand the influence 
of  Christ in our culture.”

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Christian School Foundation (Canada) Inc.

The Gardens by Maranatha is located in the heart of south Burling-
ton, just steps from the lake (505-3290 New Street). The Gardens is 
a unique residence for 55+ community. This 1 bedroom plus den, 2 
bathroom unit offers 1050sf of living space.

Upgrades include quartz countertops, engineered flooring and full size washer/dryer. The unit boasts 
a large balcony with views of the City. The Gardens offers numerous amenities including Lounge, 
Workshop, Fitness Room, Party Room, Meeting Room, Terrace, Underground Parking and Lockers.
For further information please contact Geraldine @289-795-2816, ac.ocegoc@rehcssobg

FOR SALE
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STRONKS, William John
November 12, 1933 - January 9, 2022
“Yet the Lord will command loving kindness in the daytime, and in 
the night the Lord’s song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the 
God of my life.” Psalm 42:8
William (Bill) Stronks was born in Aalten, a town in eastern Nether-
lands. Aalten is known for having had the highest number of people in 

hiding during World War II, a period which had a significant impact on Bill’s life. In 1954 Bill 
and his family immigrated to Canada residing in Hamilton, Ontario. Bill went to Calvin College 
in Grand Rapids, MI. It was there, while working as an aide at Mary Free Bed Hospital, he met 
Gloria Goris. They married and had two children.
After earning a PhD from Vanderbilt University, he began a teaching career at Trinity 
Christian College in Palos Heights, IL. He taught languages including Dutch and German. 
One of Bill’s passions was exposing students to life abroad. Bill was an early proponent of 
study abroad. Over fifty years ago he developed a semester long study abroad program to 
the Netherlands that was adapted and used by different colleges. Hundreds of American stu-
dents have participated in some form of this program that was situated in the city of Leiden. 
Bill operated this program through several universities throughout his career. His involve-
ment with this program also provided him the opportunity to bring his young family to his 
native country for extended periods of time where they learned about the Dutch culture and 
cuisine. There is a great appreciation for a good, aged Gouda among the Stronks clan.
Bill was a proud Dutchman. During his Chicago years he was actively involved in the 
Dutch Immigrant Society. One of the activities he enjoyed with them was helping to deco-
rate the Dutch tree at the Museum of Science and Industry’s Christmas Around the World 
Exhibit. He also enjoyed playing the Dutch Sinterklaas at festivities.
Other enjoyments included kayaking in a boat he built with his son, swimming, taking long walks, 
playing the piano (or “doodling” as he called it), singing of the psalms (particularly Psalm 42), 
reading and discussing politics. He and his wife loved to travel and spent many months in various 
parts of Mexico during their retirement. He loved his wife for her independence, quick wit and in-
telligence. His special light was his grandson, Matt. He loved to discuss basketball with Matt, and 
later hear about his job as an officer in the US Navy. Bill felt fortunate that he and Gloria were able 
to live close to Matt as he grew up so they could be involved in his life.
Bill was an active volunteer and supporter of various organizations, notably as a devoted 
driver for Meals on Wheels of Spokane. Over the last several months, health issues impact-
ed Bill’s quality of life, but he will be remembered for the man who enjoyed walking in the 
sunshine and sharing his love of good Dutch treats.
Bill was predeceased by his parents Gesina Johanna and Gerrit Stronks, and his wife of 
63 years Gloria Goris Stronks. He is survived by his children Julia (Charles Zandbergen) 
Stronks, and Bill (Amy Wilson-Stronks) Stronks, his grandson Matthew (Jasmine Emiko 
Spencer Zandbergen) Zandbergen, and seven siblings – Dick (Wilma), John (Wilma), Ernie 
(Rie), Joyce Visser (John), Trudy Reitsma (Martin), Hank (Rosario), and Jack (Georgy).
Condolences can be sent to 5688 Hillandale Road, Sodus, MI 49126 or bill.stronks63@gmail.com

Hendrik, Jan and Willemina 
With thanks to God for His faithfulness 
Hendrik Jan (John) and Willemina Kamphuis (nee Enserink) celebrate 70 years of   
marriage, on January 18th, 2022. 
Hank and Valerie Kamphuis, Stratford, PEI 
Gerald and Jane Kamphuis, Charlottetown, PEI 
Joanne and Alan McIsaac, Webster’s Corner, PEI 
John and Heather Kamphuis, Sherwood, PEI 
Bernadine and Klaas (†) Gerrits, Billtown, N.S. 
Wilma and Ted Harris, St. Catharines, ON 
Tony and Ruth Ann Kamphuis, Smithville, ON 
Chris and William Bezemer, Grimsby, ON 
29 grandchildren and an ever increasing number of great-grandchildren, all join in  
hcelebration (virtually) from around God’s beautiful creation!
H.J. and Wil Kamphuis 
26-303 Central Ave. 
Grimsby, ON 
L3M 5L7
“As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” Joshua 24:15

ANNIVERSARY

PASTOR OF EDUCATION  
Fellowship Christian Reformed Church in Brighton, Ontario, is seeking a qualified, spirit 
filled man to be our full-time Pastor of Education to lead the educational ministries of our 
church with a special focus on the younger generation. Please visit brightoncrc.org for the 
current job description. Deadline for application is March 31, 2022.

JOBS

London area - Widow, 70 years young, wishes to meet a sincere Christian gentleman for 
possible relationship. Please contact info@christiancourier.ca where responses will be for-
warded on. Not all inquiries will receive a response.

PERSONAL

OBITUARIES

POSTMA, Ronald
It is with great sadness the family of Ronald (Ronus) Postma of Hamilton Ontario announces 
his passing on Dec. 20th, 2021. Ron leaves behind his wife, Jean Postma (Hamstra) of 66 
years. Ron is survived by his children Shirley (Simon) Vandendool, Sylvia Postma, Judy (Bill 
deceased) Verboon and Ted (Bernadette) Postma, as well as grandchildren and great grand-
children. Survived by his sister Geertje, predeceased by his sisters Elizabeth, Jeltje and broth-
er Rinze from the Netherlands.
Ron was known for his love of coaching baseball which brought him to many locations in 
Ontario. Ron could often be seen in the aviary tending to his collection of birds. Ron’s sense 
of humour and teasing will be greatly missed by those who knew him well. Above all he 
loved his Lord and Savior.
Memorial was held December 27, 2021.
Correspondence: Parkview Meadows, Southview rm. 129, 72 Towncentre Dr., Townsend, 
Ontario N0A 1S0

Holiday accommodation in Holland with vehicle rentals and tours.   
chestnutlane.nl

VACATION

OBITUARIES

HENGEVELD, Bernie
Bernie went to his heavenly home on Monday, December 27, 2021. Bernie was the devoted 
Husband, Father and Grandfather of Lucy, Ryan (Susan: Matthew, Ben, Erin and Andrew), Diana 
(Brad) and Martin (Anne). 
Bernie delighted to serve his Lord and family with his hands. Everything from asphalt shingles to 
post holes was cause for a work party which included tutorials/discussions, hamburgers and cof-
fee. Bernie enjoyed the company of his siblings and in-laws: Jake & Ada, Wim & Grace (d), John 
& Heang, Henry & Jane, Janey & Rob, Hermien, Wim (d) & Willi & Ron, Mary Ann & George, 
Alice & Mark and Sid & Brigitte. Bernie prayed for and cheered on his many nephews & nieces.
If you wish, memorial donations may be made to Indwell. A private family service and burial has 
taken place with Pastor Harry Zekveld officiating. The family would like to give a special thank 
you to St. Josephs Hospice for all of their compassion and care.
The service for Bernie will be livestreamed. Please refer to www.evansfh.ca under Bernie’s obit-
uary page to register for the livestream and follow necessary instructions. 
EVANS FUNERAL HOME, 519-451-9350 entrusted with arrangements. Online condolences 
can be expressed at www.evansfh.ca
A tree will be planted by the staff of the Evans Funeral Home, as a living memorial to 
Mr. Hengeveld.

Eefde, The Netherlands       Grimsby, Ontario, Canada
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RUMPH, Lammie
September 25, 1928 – December 10, 2021
On Friday, December 10, 2021, at the age of 93, Lammie Rumph (nee 
Steenbergen) was received into the loving arms of Jesus. Beloved wife 
of Henry† (2019) for 70 years. 
Lammie Rumph was the 6th child (of 12) born to Hendrik Jan and Mar-
gje Steenbergen. She arrived in this world on September 25, 1928. Lam-

mie married Henry on August 29, 1948. They both came from the town of Koekange, in Drenthe, 
the Netherlands. They left for Canada in September, 1948. They arrived in Quebec and spent the 
first 2 years in eastern Ontario before they moved to the Drayton/ Moorefield area. Mom and 
Dad farmed there for 22 years before they moved to Grimsby in 1972. Mom spent a lot of time 
gardening and keeping the lawns in great shape. She enjoyed getting out for her daily walks and 
bike rides. Mom sewed most of our clothes when we were kids and kept on sewing all kinds of 
outfits for kids in need until she was 92. She sewed many quilts that were given to the grand and 
great-grandkids for their 12th birthday. Mom became an avid golfer in the 1980’s. Her last year 
of golfing was 2019. She loved golfing with the ladies’ group at Sawmill every Tuesday morning 
and again on Thursdays with many of the friends she made there over the years. She would play 
golf with her kids and grandkids, sometimes up to 3 times a day, at Chesley Lake Camp where 
we spent our family week every year. Mom and dad had 8 children, 5 girls and 3 boys. They 
taught us all to seek the Lord in all things and were a wonderful example to us all. There have 
been a total of 119 children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. There have been good times 
and sad times in their lives. Children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren have passed on 
before them. We thank the Lord for our Mom, our Gramma, and our Oma. We will miss her im-
mensely, but we thank the Lord for blessing her life and are happy for her, that she is in the arms 
of our Lord and Savior.
Loving Mother, Grandma and Oma of:
  Mary and John DeWeerd  
     Julie and Elden Westendorp, Carly and Eric, Shaelyn, Justine 
     Mike and Tracy DeWeerd, Kaitlyn and Kyle, Cody, Ryan, Richard 
     Steve and Judy DeWeerd, Jasmine and Ian, Kristen†, Josh, Jocelyn 
     Rob and Denise DeWeerd, Lucia, Nora†, Jude, Arlo, Adeline
  Cindy and Henry Bloemberg 
     Lance and Cheryl Bloemberg, Jake, April 
     Mark and Kelly Bloemberg, Brooklyn†, Austin, Jaxson 
     Richard and Erin Bloemberg, Olivia, Avery
  Albert and JoAnne Rumph 
     Rick Rumph†  
     Debbi and Ryan Meester, Alana, Kailey
  Janet and Harold Janssen  
     Christy and Jim Leva, Kaylyn, Tyler, Jenessa 
     Dan and Cheryl Janssen, Evan, Aren, Nolan 
     Brenda and Brian Kuyper, Irena, Charis, Samuel
  Irene and Art Dreyer,  
     Kerry and Melissa Dreyer, Jacob, Braeden 
     Tim Dreyer, Ethan, Brody 
     Jason and Alisha Dreyer, Aiden, Colin 
     Jeff and Courtney Dreyer, Austin, Leo 
  Helen Eising† (2005)
  Arnold and Karen Eising,  
     Jerome Eising† 
     Melanie and Jesse VanderKooi, Miranda and Jason, Sawyer, Miles, Heidi,  
          Jessica and James, Tianna and Steven, Weslin, Caleb  
     Shari and Ryan Streutker, Kate, Josh, Anna, Jess 
     Karina and Len Houwer, Ally, Jacob, Olivia
  Henry John Rumph† (1975)
  Brian and Tina Rumph.  
     Victoria and Dan Jech 
     Brandon and Karissa Rumph 
     Laura Rumph and Jeremiah Weidemann. 
Sister of Tinny VandenBerg, Lutina and Henk VanderVeen. Sister-in-law of Tieme VanDijk, 
Janny Steenbergen, Arnold and Cathy Rumph, Hilbert Rumph, Jake and Teresa Rumph, Ralph 

VanDyk, Albert and Ann Rumph. 
Predeceased by: parents Hendrik Jan and Margje Steenbergen; brothers and sisters Tim and 
Ann Steenbergen, Roelie and Wieger Koops, Jentje and Willem Dekker, Dien and Jans Hessels, 
Arend Steenbergen, Zwaantje and Gerrit Fluit, Tinus VandenBerg, Hennie and Hilbert DeRoo, 
Fijgje VanDijk, Roelof Steenbergen; parents-in -law Albert and Lutina Rumph; brothers and sis-
ters in law Albert Rumph, Annemarie Rumph, Diny Rumph, Hilda and John Steenbergen, Alice 
Van Dyk. 
A private family funeral was held at Mountainview Christian Reformed Church, Grimsby, on 
Thursday, December 16, 2021. Recording of the livestream service can be found at www.moun-
tainviewcrc.org.
Special thanks to the staff of Shalom Manor for their care and compassion.
Correspondence address:  241 Mud St. E., Grimsby, ON L3M 4E7

SLOFTSTRA, Lammert
After a full life of ministry and a richly productive season of retirement, 
our beloved Dad, Grandpa and Great Grandpa, at the age of 97 1/2, 
passed away peacefully in Surrey, B.C. on the last day of 2021.
He had many loves, especially our mom, Alice, who predeceased him by 
eight years, his five children and seventeen grandchildren and all of their 
partners, and his fifty great grandchildren. His first love, however, was 

Jesus, whom he preached faithfully and passionately in the seven congregations that he served: 
Hijlaard and Hengelo in the Netherlands; Clinton, Willowdale, New Westminster, Chatham and 
Simcoe in Canada. After retiring in St. Catharines and then in Surrey, he continued to preach, be-
came involved in Stephen ministries, recorded radio messages for Zingend Geloven and graded 
Bible courses through Crossroads Prison Ministries - something he did well into his nineties. He 
was an avid walker, and until his final hospitalization, he handcrafted almost one hundred birth-
day cards each year for his family and friends. He enjoyed cheering for the Leafs, the Canucks 
and every hockey or soccer team that played for Canada or the Netherlands.
He will be greatly missed by Peter and Marja Slofstra, Bert and Diane Slofstra, Bill and 
Grace Hoogland, John and Fran Slofstra, Jack and Jane Bosman, his large extended family, 
including his siblings in the Netherlands, his many friends in the places where he lived, 
and residents of Elim Village, where he enjoyed life to the full for twenty years. His funer-
al took place on Monday, January 10, 2022 at Fleetwood CRC in Surrey and featured John 
10:27-30, a favourite passage chosen by him.

VAN ARRAGON, George
Our husband, father, and Opa, Reverend George Van Arragon, died 
unexpectedly on December 27, 2021 at the age of 79. He was born 
August 14, 1942 in Zuidwolde, Netherlands. He was married for 48 
years to Freda Van Arragon (née Proper). He was a pastor starting his 
ministry in Alliston CRC in 1979 and retired as a chaplain at Shalom 
Manor in 2007.

Predeceased by his daughter Sara (1981). Loving father to Esther (Mike) Lessard, Rachel 
(Jason) Hofing, Joel (Darlene)Van Arragon, Jonathan (Hannelle) Van Arragon and Opa to 
11 grandchildren.

DEROOY, Klaas (Karl)
On December 15, 2021 Klaas Jacobus DeRooy passed through heav-
en’s gates after being surrounded by the family he loved for several 
days. He was a strong provider and a committed husband, father, 
Opa, Great Opa, uncle and friend.
Klaas will be missed by his wife Anna (VanderSchaaf) DeRooy, his 
sons Leonard (Ann) DeRooy, Philip (Monique) DeRooy, and Peter 

(Karen) DeRooy. Klaas was also treasured by his 9 grandchildren and his 8 great-grandchil-
dren, and will be missed by many extended family members, his CrossPoint CRC family, and 
friends cultivated over a lifetime. He was preceded in death by his daughter Cynthia and 1 
great-granddaughter Willow.
Klaas was born in Boskoop Netherlands and he moved to Canada at age 24 after serving in 
the Dutch army. He was an innovative builder who could envision complicated designs and 
renovations and who worked for several companies before forming his own business.
A funeral service for Klaas was held on Saturday Dec 18 at CrossPoint CRC with a private 
family burial in the Churchville cemetery.
Correspondence: Anna DeRooy 7650 Creditview Rd S. Brampton ON L6Y 0G5
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WHAT IF…?
How theology shapes church structure.   
Elizabeth Guillaume-Koene

WHAT IF? MY KIDS LOVE “WHAT 
IF” QUESTIONS. What if you had 
two extra arms? What if you 
could turn yourself into anything 
you wanted? These types of ques-
tions stimulate their imaginations 
and get them thinking about what 
life would be like if things were 
different. In her new book The 
Making of Biblical Womanhood, 
Dr. Allison Barr finds “What if” 
questions helpful, too. “What if 
I am wrong about my conclu-
sions?” is a useful question for a 
historian. For Christians, as she 
points out, the question “’What 
if I’m wrong?’ helps me listen to 
others better. It keeps me hum-
ble. It makes me a better scholar” 
(42).

This overarching question 
frames her discussion of inter-
preting what the Bible teaches 
us about the role of women. She 
asks complementarian evangel-
icals: “What if you are wrong? 
What if evangelicals have been 
understanding Paul through the 
lens of modern culture instead of 
the way Paul intended to be un-
derstood?” 

Complementarian theology 
teaches that women and men are 
created equal but have distinctly 
different roles in society. These 
roles are laid out clearly in the 
Bible and instruct men to be the 
leaders in both the public and pri-
vate arenas (Biblical manhood) 
while women are to graciously 
submit to men (Biblical wom-

tion of Women Became Gospel Truth, she writes in part about her per-
sonal experiences with the effects of complementarian systems as she 
explains the historical evidence that shows how “Biblical womanhood 
was constructed – brick by brick, century by century” (17) rather than 
being a result of correct biblical interpretation.

THE SAFE CHURCH LINK
On November 17, 2021, Rev. Dr. Amanda Benckhuysen, the Safe 
Church Ministry Director for the Christian Reformed Church in North 
America (CRCNA) and Rev. Elaine May, the CRCNA Women’s Min-
istry Developer, hosted a webinar discussion with Dr. Barr about her 
book and the impact the subjugation of women has had on women, the 
church and abuse. The Safe Church Ministry helps “build communi-
ties where the value of each person is honored; where people are free 
to worship and grow free from abuse; and, where abuse has occurred, 
the response is compassion and justice that foster healing” (crcna.org/
SafeChurch). This year the Safe Church ministry has put out a series 
of webinars to help congregations become safe places for all people.

The November webinar explored how the teaching of complemen-
tarian views is a Safe Church concern. Barr makes it clear that com-
plementarian theology does NOT invariably lead “to abuse, there is 
not a direct line”; however, ideas do matter: theology matters as it 
shapes the structures where life is lived out. “Complementarianism 
leads to systems that make it much less likely for women to be able to 
report abuse and get out of abusive situations,” Barr says, “and it also 
leads to situations where men who are abusers are more likely to get 
away with it.”

Although the Christian Reformed Church espouses a diversity of 
interpretations on the roles of men and women according to the Bible, 
as Benckhuysen pointed out in the webinar, the message in Barr’s 
book is still relevant. “Complementarianism can become such a high 
core value that it inadvertently becomes elevated above the safety and 
well-being of women,” Benckhuysen warns. Barr agrees, and argues 
that in many evangelical circles this has indeed happened as leaders 
have re-written what it means to be saved to include one’s belief in 
the proper role of women and men. Biblical womanhood has become 
gospel truth, even though “the historical reality is that social systems 
that invest some people with power over the lives of other people re-
sult in the destruction of people” (173). This is not gospel. The gospel 
is good news for all people.

Although written with an Evangelical audience in mind, Barr’s 
book seems particularly relevant for Reformed churches that are deal-
ing with a diversity of views and changing ideas of the proper roles 

for men and women. What if all 
our churches were aware of how 
beliefs shape our institutional 
structures and systems, and then 
worked for God’s justice within 
these systems?

Barr’s book and the Novem-
ber discussion challenge us to 
remember the stories of wom-
en throughout history who have 
answered God’s call to “Go and 
make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have com-
manded you” (Matt. 28:19-20a). 

HEARING THE WORDS 
OF WOMEN
The Making of Biblical Woman-
hood ends as it began. What if? 
After a journey through history 
to see how Christians have con-
structed systems that contribute 
to the imbalance of power and 
unsafe churches, Barr calls all 
of us to imagine what could be: 
“What if we finally stood togeth-
er, united by our belief in Jesus 
instead of divided by arguments 
over power and authority? What 
if we followed the example of 
Jesus, who let Mary of Bethany 
sit at his feet like a male disciple 
and who overruled his disciples 
to make sure he heard the words 
of the woman of Canaan? What 
if we realized that, even when 
the male disciples pushed wom-
en away, Jesus always listened 
to women speak?” (181). What 
if . . .  
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anhood). Women can be leaders 
for other women and children but 
never have authority over men. 
Barr argues that ‘Biblical wom-
anhood’ is actually not biblical 
at all but is instead a human con-
struct, one that followed the path 
of the world around us rather than 
embracing the “Christ-crucified 
gospel.”

Dr. Allison Barr is a Baptist 
Christian and a specialist in Euro-
pean women, medieval and early 
modern England, and church his-
tory. In The Making of Biblical 
Womanhood: How the Subjuga-

"Christ in the House of Martha and Mary" by Spanish artist Diego Velázquez (1618).
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