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to buy a home. For example, the 
Liberal party promised to cut the 
federal mortgage insurance rate 
by 25 percent for home buyers 
with down payments of less than 
20 percent; create a new tax-free 
savings account for first-time 
home buyers; increase the re-
bate on closing costs for first-
time home buyers and more. But 
even with such incentives, home 
ownership remains a distant 
dream for too many. 

Lastly, the federal government 
needs to address the backlog 
in the refugee system, as John 
Bandstra, Dena Nicolai and 
others who help sponsor and 

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Housing, immigration and election smear campaigns.
Nick Loenen

WHILE PARTY STANDINGS ARE LARGELY UNCHANGED in B.C., the 
Liberals won Richmond’s two seats from the Conservatives. That is 
most surprising and cause for concern. It appears pro-Beijing forces 
launched an aggressive smear-campaign on social media against the 
two Conservative incumbents for speaking out against Beijing’s hu-
man rights abuses. Chinese-Canadians dominate Richmond’s popu-
lation. That community is divided on whether to support the People’s 
Republic government, particularly since many have roots and connec-
tions to Hong Kong. The new Trudeau administration must investigate 
foreign government’s attempts to influence Canadian elections. 

Second, the lack of housing affordability has profound social 
consequences. All three leading political parties have promised to 
increase the supply of housing to make it easier for young Canadians 

Post-election, five Canadians pinpoint the most pressing issues in their province 
for Prime Minister Trudeau’s re-elected minority government to tackle. 

IN JUNEAU, ALASKA, the rivers 
are changing. At first, “nobody 
knew whether the glaciers in the 
neighbouring mountains were 
contributing more water into the 
rivers due to warmer temper-
atures, or less water into the rivers 
due to the glaciers already having 
retreated substantially in the past 
several decades,” glaciologist 
Joanna Young says. Through her 
work at the International Arctic 
Research Center, Young was able 
to track the changes and “show 
that more water is currently en-
tering into the rivers of Juneau 
from these shrinking glaciers.” 
That discovery could have sig-
nificant implications for roads, 
bridges and people’s homes.

I interviewed Young about the 
impacts of glacier loss on down-
stream ecosystems and commun-
ities; we also discussed how she 
sees people interacting with her 
research. Misconceptions about 
climate change, Young says, re-
flect larger beliefs about the sci-
entific community and process as 
a whole. “I can say with certainty 
that the scientists I work with are 
genuinely motivated by the ur-
gency of the climate crisis, and 
by wanting to better understand 
the piece of the climate puzzle 
they are most familiar with and 
fascinated by. The work for us is 
really a labour of love and con-
cern more than anything.” 

Continued on page 3

DEAR PRIME MINISTER

THE CLIMATE PUZZLE

Demystifying the scientific process helps us understand 
climate change findings.    |  Maaike VanderMeer

Young uses a steam drill to bore holes into the ice on the 
Jarvis Glacier in the Eastern Alaska Range.

Theme: THANKSGIVING

What’s next? Five Canadians address the PM (in this article, not over Zoom).
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then assist in settling refugees 
are asking for. “Many refugees 
have been approved,” Bandstra 
says, “but it takes years for them 
to actually come to Canada be-
cause of the lack of personnel 
and resources to process these 
refugees.” Nicolai supplies some 
staggering numbers. In 2020, the 
Canadian government set a target 
of resettling 31,700 refugees, but 
due to pandemic travel restric-
tions only 9,155 arrived. Cur-
rently, the private sponsorship 
of refugees system alone has a 
backlog of over 50,000 cases; 
this is unprecedented and results 
in increasingly vulnerable situ-
ations for the waiting refugees. 
Canada can and must do better.

Nick is a former Member of the Leg-
islative Assembly and long-time CC 
supporter. He lives in Richmond, B.C. 

ALBERTA
Escaping the tyranny of 
fossil fuel dependency. 
John Hiemstra

THE OVERRIDING QUESTION for 
Alberta seems to be: what is the 
place of fossil fuels – with their 
promise of generating jobs, eco-
nomic growth and wealth – in a 
world facing climate disaster? 

The real question Parliament 
needs to address is why Alberta, 
and the entire country for that 
matter, is trapped in the tyranny 
of normal. Why do we accept our 
lifestyles and fossil-fuel-driven 
socioeconomic system as essen-
tial and inevitable?

Witness the election results 
from the Fort McMurray-Cold 
Lake riding where the oil sands 
operations are centred. Hoping 
to save the industry and related 
jobs and prosperity, citizens vot-
ed 67 percent for Conservatives, 
13 percent People’s Party, and 
one percent for the Maverick par-
ty. An astonishing 81 percent of 
voters saw no option but to stick 
with political parties that seek to 
prop up the fossil fuel industry 
and our energy-intensive lifestyle 
and system. The “normal” these 
voters desperately defend, how-
ever, is propelling widespread 
ecological decline and unprece-
dented climate disaster (see latest 
IPPC report, 2021).

on your election. I want to assure you that our church will be praying 
for you. 

You are well aware that “all politics are local” and no more so than 
in this recent election. There was no impact from Premier Legault’s 
impassioned plea for Québec to vote for the Progressive Conservative 
Party because you Liberals are “dangerous.” (He certainly sounded a 
lot like Maurice Duplessis – the chief and the local priest telling us 
how to vote. My neighbours do not like being told how to vote.) 

No, all politics are local because Québecers want better policy 
implementation on climate change, gun control, continuing recon-
ciliation with our Indigenous populations, and child care. People are 
deeply grateful for how your minority government did what govern-
ments are supposed to do during a crisis. Guiding the economy out of 
pandemic spending will not be easy, nor should it be rushed. That is 
important. You have done a masterful job on working with the Qué-
bec government to appropriate enough vaccines and to get them into 
peoples’ arms. Those are the issues that matter most to my neighbours. 

In 2015, you succeeded in communicating a vision for the role 
of Québec in Canada as the “sunny days” articulated by our first 
French-Canadian Prime Minister – Sir Wilfred Laurier. That humble, 
clear vision with cooperative partnership across the land is needed 
more than ever because of the shared suffering we are all experienc-
ing. Mister Prime Minister, it seems to me that you squandered an 
immense amount of the acquired goodwill of Québécois by precipi-
tously calling this election. But your minority government admirably 
managed the largest crisis in our recent history, though not without 
mistakes. It seems to me as a Christian that the famous Jewish prophet 
Micah put it best for all of us right now – do justice, love kindness and 
walk humbly with your God.

Glenn and his wife Sandra have made Montréal home for the past 40 years. He 
is the Director of the graduate program in Practical Theology at Presbyterian 
College, a partnership with the Institut de théologie pour la francophonie. 

NOVA SCOTIA
The cost of living, health care & fishing rights.
Kevin Walker

THE LIBERALS ARE THE TRADITIONAL FEDERAL FAVOURITES in At-
lantic Canada, and they kept their majority here with 24 of 32 seats. 
The Conservatives made some gains, taking three rural seats from the 
Liberals in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. No other parties won 
seats in Atlantic Canada, but Liberal Jenica Atwin from Fredericton 
is a new floor-cross from the Green Party.

Nova Scotia itself just voted in a new PC majority government 
earlier this summer in an upset election mostly fought over health 
care and the price of housing in Halifax. While some Conservatives 
had pointed to the PC win as a good sign for the federal election, NS 
PC leader Tim Houston had actually distanced himself from O’Toole 
during the campaign, pointing out that he was not a member of the 
federal party and instead running on increased health spending.

The Atlantic provinces have been fairly successful at keeping 
COVID-19 at bay and shutting down outbreaks. They also have 
weaker economies and higher median ages, however, so the cost of 
living, growing the work force and health care remain central issues. 
The Mi’kmaw moderate livelihood fishery, which was in the news last 
year when non-indigenous fishers damaged boats and equipment be-
longing to fishers of the Sipekne’katik First Nation, is still a big issue, 
with many Mi’kmaw fishers saying that the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans is overruling their treaty rights. DFO Minister Bernadette 
Jordan was one of the Liberal MPs who lost her seat to a Conservative, 
so this will be an issue to watch in the months to come. 

Kevin is a PhD student at the McGill School of Religious Studies and Director 
of Programs at the North American Maritime Ministry Association. He lives in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia and attends All Nations Christian Reformed Church.

No political leader during the election dared to publicly challenge 
how unreal, unsustainable and imminently destructive this “normal” 
is for both Alberta and Canada. Neither Liberals who depend on fos-
sil-fuel-consuming voters in urban ridings, nor Conservatives leaning 
on resource-producing rural ridings, nor even NDP progressives or 
Green Party activists were willing to strongly assert how imprisoned 
in “normal” Canada really is. They all clung to the old rational-linear 
problem-solving approach that relies on technically adjusting our 
existing system.

For me, this is what Parliament must frankly debate: What type 
of first steps might invite Albertans to seriously begin re-orienting 
our energy industry away from fossil fuels to renewable energies? 
What type of initial policy can Parliament pass to invite Canadians to 
imagine new ways our fossil-fuel-dependent society can break with 
economic growth obsession? In other words, what approach to a just 
transition from fossil fuels might break the spell of the tyranny of 
normal? 

Time is short. Let the national debate begin.

John is a Professor of Political Studies at The King’s University in Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

ONTARIO
Fighting indifference towards Indigenous Justice.
Mike Hogeterp

THERE IS A TRUISM CREDITED TO A NUMBER of wise folks (Elie Wie-
sel among them), that the opposite of love is not hate, but indifference. 

Late last Spring, as political machinations pointed to an election, 
the stark truths of recovered unmarked graves at Residential School 
sites were high in the public mind. Given what Elders and the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission have said, these revelations are not 
surprising. Leaders made earnest speeches, did solemn photo-ops and 
took a number of significant and symbolic actions. I had some hope 
that these public expressions of the urgency of reconciliation would 
stimulate meaningful policy dialogue in the course of the election 
campaign. 

But, to paraphrase a British Prime Minister, “events dear ones, 
events” intervened on our TV screens and news feeds. Images of 
desperate Afghans fleeing a surging Taliban offensive; video of angry 
anti-vax anti-lockdown disruptors at hospitals and campaign events; 
the tired use of wedge political advertising on hot-button issues . . . 
with all of this dominating our media, reconciliation was out of the 
election spotlight. Are Settler Canadians indifferent to reconciliation 
and the pursuit of justice with Indigenous peoples?  

In the coming Parliament, it is urgent that our leaders move from 
noble intent and earnest symbolism to the tangible work of reconcil-
iation – faithfulness to treaty and constitutional promises to live well 
together. A good start would be the co-development with Indigenous 
communities for implementation and accountability of the Calls to 
Action of the TRC and the Calls to Justice of the MMIWG inquiry. I’ll 
be praying and working alongside Indigenous and Settler colleagues 
for these actions of love and justice.

Mike is Director of the Christian Reformed Church’s Centre for Public Dialogue 
and a PhD student with NAIITS, an Indigenous Learning Community. He lives 
in Ottawa, Ont.

QUÉBEC 
Policy implementation and the cry of a Jewish prophet.
Glenn Smith

DEAR MISTER PRIME MINISTER,
As a fellow Québécois and Montréalais, I want to congratulate you 
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IMPACTS OF GLACIER LOSS
What’s the result of greater vol-
umes of glacial water in rivers 
in Alaska? Not only might infra-
structure be impacted but also 
the billion-dollar fishing industry 
that sustains small communities. 

“When glaciers melt, they deliver 
water into rivers that has very dif-
ferent characteristics than water 
from rain or snow – it is very cold, 
for example, and very murky, 
since it carries great amounts of 
finely ground-up rock sediment 
that the glaciers have eroded 
from the mountains. Those char-
acteristics – temperature and 
turbidity – impact where salmon 
species spawn. [With the] earlier 
arrival of glacier meltwater into 
the rivers in spring each year, 
fisheries scientists are also seeing 
the earlier arrival of some salmon 
species.” 

What does this data mean for 
those who rely on salmon for 
income and subsistence? “What 
we don’t know yet is what will 
happen when the glaciers shrink 
enough that they deliver less melt-
water into those rivers. Will the 
salmon numbers decrease?” But 
what we do know, Young says, is 
that “when we see changes to one 
part of the ecosystem, such as to 
glaciers, there will inevitably be 
linkages to other parts of the eco-
system. Everything is connected.”

Young grew up in Ontario and 
studied Physics & Philosophy at 
the University of British Colum-
bia. She went on to earn her Mas-
ters and PhD in Geophysics from 
the University of Alaska Fair-
banks. She is motivated by seeing 
how relevant her work is to real 
communities and to other fields 
of study. “It seems like almost 
every day we are discovering 
new ways that the loss of glacier 
ice has consequences beyond just 
sea level rise, which is the impact 
most people have heard about.”

THE SCIENTIFIC PROCESS 
Most people hear about scientific 
findings once they are published 
in a peer-reviewed journal. How 
does data move from fieldwork to 
published study? Katie Everson, 
evolutionary biologist and Post-
doctoral Fellow at the University 
of Kentucky, created an info-
graphic to de-mystify the process. 
She shows how scientists spend 
over a decade in studies and then 

CLIMATE CONTINUED

begin writing grants, conducting experiments, collecting and compil-
ing data, reworking as needed, writing and submitting results, revis-
ing based on peer reviews, and finally publication. The entire process 
relies on a community of researchers who hold each other responsible 
and seek truth together. The peer review stage is key, Everson says. 

“By the time that a paper has been published in an academic journal, it 
has been thoroughly critiqued by at least three other scientists who are 
also experts in that field.”

Is that a lucrative process? Both Young and Everson have heard 
that “scientists are in it for the money.” The truth, Everson says, is 
that their average pay is less than $100,000 per year. Most academic 
positions need grants for job stability but grant success comes at a five 
to 10 percent success rate, meaning that significant amounts of time 
go toward applying to multiple grants. Everson and Young both work 
in the States. In Canada statistics show that money for research has 
been steadily dropping since 2011, as have the number of researchers 
(can-acn.org). 

UNCERTAINTY? THAT’S HEALTHY
Everson’s detailing of the scientific process includes multiple reviews 
and revisions. The reluctance of scientists to claim something for 
certain can confuse the public. But in the academic world, that “un-
certainty” is a professional awareness of the limitations of their own 
experiments, data and theories.

Everson admits that “reporting uncertainty is a double-edged sword” 
since it’s difficult to understand without a statistical background. But 

“uncertainty is actually a good thing! It means that scientists are re-

viewing all of the data careful-
ly, using a variety of statistical 
methods, and arriving at the 
range of answers that could offer 
the best explanation.” 

Another misconception sen-
sationalizes the work of scien-
tists. The truth is that, like any 
other job, science comes with 
a high percentage of tedious 
tenacity. “Most of my days are 
spent behind a computer work-
ing with data, collaborating with 
colleagues, and writing scientific 
text,” says Young.

I asked Everson about the cred-
ibility of the process. “There are 
a lot of safeguards in place to 
protect against ethical problems,” 
she says. She points out that we 
trust doctors and mechanics to do 
the job they’ve trained for – why 
not carry the same attitude to-
wards scientists, and believe that 
they are motivated to provide us 
with the most accurate informa-
tion on new research?

SCIENTISTS ARE 
PEOPLE TOO 
For the last decade Young has 
worked on staff with Inspiring 
Girls Expeditions. As Director 
of Alaska Programs, she organ-
izes “Girls on Ice” – an annual 
tuition-free program for high 
school girls who spend several 
days on a glacier in the com-
pany of professional women 
scientists, artists and wilderness 
guides. Young hopes participants 
experience the wonder of close-
ly observing nature. “I also hope 
they learn that scientists are regu-
lar people motivated by passions, 
just like anyone else!”

Science isn’t as lucrative or 
sensational a career choice as 
it’s made out to be, but it’s every 
bit as important. Every piece of 
the puzzle can have a real time 
impact, like Young’s data on vol-
umes of glacial water in Juneau. 
When it comes to sharing their 
findings with the world, most sci-
entists are happy to explain what 
they know – but don’t be sur-
prised if they also speak of what 
they don’t know. 

Maaike VanderMeer 

Maaike has learned much 
about life as well as sci-
ence from Joanna Young, 
who is not only a scientist 
gifted in lucid communi-
cation but also Maaike’s 
sister-in-law. 

Everson recommends looking up the original scientific journal ar-
ticle behind any “new scientific finding” covered by the media. “If 
the article doesn’t have a link to the original study, that’s a red 
flag.” After that, “look up whether or not the journal that published 
it has a peer-review process, if there is a conflict-of-interest state-
ment and the websites and previous research of the study authors.”

What if the article is behind a paywall? Everson suggests email-
ing the first author of the study and asking them for a PDF for free 
– most are happy to oblige, she says. To her point, Everson’s con-
tribution to this article is a response to my cold-call email through 
her website comment section. – MV

ANALYZE WHAT YOU READ

‘We trust doctors and mechanics to do 
the job they’ve trained for; 

why not carry the same 
attitude towards scientists?’

Young (right) and a field team collect data by snowmobile 
on the Juneau Icefield in Southeast Alaska.

 A helicopter picks up the team after successful deployment of an automated weather 
station on the Gilkey Glacier, Southeast Alaska.
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EIGHT STUDENTS DIED LAST YEAR at the University of Waterloo. I 
should clarify that: eight students in the Engineering department 
alone. I don’t know the total number across campus. I don’t know 
much about the cause of death, either, though I understand only one 
of the eight was by suicide. It feels strange to say that I take a kind of 
cold comfort from that fact. 

I hesitate to begin a guest editorial with such a heavy opening line. 
There’s something a little lurid about wading right in like that. Plus, we 
do seem to talk about campus crises a lot, likely because the chattering 
class is a highly educated one; of course, grief and loss and mental 
health crises are every bit as common off campus, too. That said, the 
juxtaposition of life and death on a university campus is quite stark. 
Campuses are cities of the young, full of expectations and optimism 
and dreams of the future (especially the case at my own technocratic 
parish). Save for the occasional philosophy class that explores death, 
campus folks aren’t fluent at speaking in a register that acknowledges 
grief and mortality.

BACK IN THE LOOP
I learned of these losses earlier this summer on a Microsoft Teams 

WHEN DEATH IS PART 
OF THE STORY

Brian Bork 

Brian is CC’s Review Editor and a Christian Reformed chaplain at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier University. 
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call with a couple of “Wellness Coordinators” who work in the Engin-
eering department. They’re a lovely, compassionate duo who seek to 
create opportunities for students and staff to thrive on campus – com-
munity initiatives, resiliency seminars, mental health workshops and 
the like. Not all that dissimilar to my work, save for one fact: their 
realization that responding to and memorializing such loss was way 
above their pay grade.

So, they reached out to the chaplaincy. That’s what organizations 
do in times like these, right? Well, that’s not entirely true, though it 
might’ve been that way decades back. In my tenure, we’ve largely 
been left out of the loop when it comes to these sorts of campus crises. 
There’s plenty of reasons for that – an ardent secularism, worries 
about proselytization, a sense that religious leaders don’t have much 
to offer that counselling services can’t cover. 

But now, suddenly, we find ourselves brought back in. I told my 
Wellness Coordinator friends that I was at their service, and would 
readily lead memorials and attend to the grief and sense of loss that 
follows in their wake. That willingness has spilled over into other 
opportunities for helping this campus navigate grief this fall.

TO TEND GRIEVING SOULS
I’ve been blessedly surprised by this, though that feels a little strange 
to say, too. Maybe I shouldn’t be surprised, though – this pandemic 
has brought much to the fore; things we wouldn’t have normally con-
templated or given much thought to are right in front of us now. Death, 
loss and grief are chief among them. Maybe too is a sense – some ves-
tigial memory perhaps – that those things demand a meaning-making 
attention that our own therapeutic, self-actualized, technocratic age 
can’t offer. So, bring in the religious folks again, they seem to know 
what they’re doing. 

I don’t know if all that’s true, but I’m hopeful it might be. Because 
if that’s one of the places the pandemic and its attendant losses has 
brought us, what an opportunity! Churches have often resembled uni-
versity campuses as of late, insofar as we are also youth-obsessed, 
earnest purveyors of a kind of bright-sided, optimized lifestyle. At 
least that’s how we try to get folks back in the pews. And fine – you 
need a bit of that. But more than that, we exist to tell the world the 
power of drawing near to Christ and Him crucified. Which is to say, 
death and grief are part of the story. And that leaves us well-situated 
to tend to the longing, grieving souls in our midst, souls for whom that 
story – obliquely, fleetingly, in flashes and glimpses – may be once 
again taking on the resonance of truth. 

 

Death, loss and grief 
demand meaning.

Do you see connections between the daily news and how God and his people 
are actively mending this world? Do you have a story or visual of hope to share 
as we plod through the pandemic? 

Then we invite you to enter CC’s Fall 2021 Map and Mend Poetry & Art Com-
petition! 

If you’re a lover of words, try your hand at blackout poetry!  
If you’re an artist, send us your pandemic creations! Entries must connect 

in some way to one of our metaphors of mending or mapping a post-COVID 
world.

For all the details, including our amazing prizes (and a definition of blackout 
poetry), visit christiancourier.ca/contest. 

Invite your family & friends to enter too! 
Submissions will be judged in two categories: under 18 and 19+.   
Contest deadline: December 1, 2021.

CALLING ALL ARTISTS & POETS! 

Exciting new CC Art Contest now open.

Detail from “Angels of Mercy” (acrylic collage 2021) by St. Catharines artist 
George Langbroek, one of the sponsors and also a judge for CC’s Map and 

Mend 2021 Art Contest!
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HOLY WAKEFULNESS 
Thanks Shannon Brink (“When 
Time Stands Still: An Insomni-
ac’s Guide to Waiting Well in a 
Pandemic,” Aug. 9), for allowing 
God to work in you and for be-
ing willing to share what you’ve 
learned and how to draw closer to 
God through lack of sleep. I’ve 
struggled for years with not get-
ting enough sleep and I’ve started 
to realize too that God’s strength 
is made perfect in weakness. 
Thanks for the encouragement 
and hope!

Becky Schultz
Langley, B.C.

EMPHASIS ON ‘RIGHTS’
A few years after our move to the 
U.S. in 1968, public schools in 
Grand Rapids observed a Canada 
Week. Speaking to city leaders 
and educators, Canada’s ambas-
sador was asked how folks in his 
country differed from them. “Do 
Canadians have a national iden-
tity?” (as Peter Schuurman ad-
dressed in “Dear American Part-
ners,” Sept. 13).

With a smile he answered, 
“Most Canadians will be stumped 
by that question but they will tell 
you up front they are most defi-
nitely not American.”

Then he went on, “Your U.S. 
Constitution emphasizes the 
rights of the individual as su-
preme. It drives much of your 
politics. In Canada, the needs 
of the community usually come 
first.”

As our family moved between 
these two countries, what Cana-
da’s spokesman said in 1968 still 
echoes today. The cult of individ-
ual rights permeates life in the 
U.S. and has also indoctrinated 
the evangelical community. 

John Knight
Grand Rapids, MI

BEHIND THE SCENES AT CC 

FIRST, CONGRATULATIONS to Assistant Editor Meghan Kort on win-
ning two awards from the Word Guild! We are so pleased with this 
recognition of her excellent work. Currently on maternity leave, Kort 
viewed the Word Awards live from Smithers, B.C., on September 23, 
where her name popped up on the screen twice. She took first place in 
the Personal Experience category for her editorial entitled “Different 
by Design” (January 21, 2020), in which she described learning about 
how her son sees the world. Could any of us have known how that ed-
itorial would sound a few months later? “Maybe when you visualized 
2020,” she wrote – before COVID – “you thought your career, your re-
lationship status, your finances, your friendships, your fitness journey, 
or any number of other measures we put on life would look different. 
The God who designs holds us close as we bear these disappointments. 
He calls upon us to rename them. What we once thought was disor-
dered and derailed, he is making new.” Beautiful words that ring even 
more true now. Kort’s second first place award was in the Profile/Hu-
man Interest category for “On Stage in a Dangerous Time” (Dec. 14, 
2020), which featured two Canadian singer-songwriters who persisted 
in playing live music throughout COVID. If you missed either of those 
two articles last year, find them now at christiancourier.ca. 

We would also like to congratulate Maaike VanderMeer, who is cur-
rently filling in for Kort. VanderMeer was recently longlisted for the 
2021 Mitchell Prize for faith and poetry from Image Journal for a 
poem called “Blue Psalter Hymnal #379: Whiter than snow, yes, whit-
er than snow” (available at imagejournal.org/mitchell-prize-longlist), 
which juxtaposes that hymn with making black soap by hand in Con-
go. Congratulations, Maaike! 

Our busy staff and writers, coast to coast! 

Mid-September, our current Assistant Editor Maaike VanderMeer 
drove 15 hours north from Vancouver to visit Meghan Kort in Ter-
race, B.C. (shown here together in Prince Rupert)! As we’ve all dis-
covered, nothing beats an in-person visit. 

Meanwhile, our co-op student Erica Rozema is learning the ropes 
at CC and starting her first set of interviews. We’d also like to take 
this opportunity to thank  our eagle-eyed copy-editor Anne van 
Arragon in Kentville, Nova Scotia for her dedication to eliminating 
grammatical gaffes from these pages. (In this issue she corrected a 
mistake in Aramaic!) 

Turn to page 13 for more of the things we are grateful for this 
Thanksgiving month.

Lastly, don’t forget to check out christiancourier.ca, where we post 
new articles regularly. This photo of three dancers at Cowessess 
First Nation in southern Saskatchewan was taken by Viv Ketchum, 
whose article “Residential School Scars” (Sept. 27) was part of our 
online-only content published for the new federal National Truth 
and Reconciliation Day. 

As always, we love hearing from you: email editor@christiancouri-
er.ca with your feedback and story ideas.  

MAP & MEND
DONATION CAMPAIGN 

Stay informed without getting lost! 
When you donate to Christian Courier, you’re supporting independent, 
Christ-centered journalism that offers hope to readers across Canada 
and beyond.

Help us raise $25,000 by Dec. 31st! 

GIVE TODAY!
Online (monthly giving also available): 
christiancourier.ca/donate 

EMT (include your name and address): 
admin@christiancourier.ca

Mail a cheque: Christian Courier, 
PO Box 124, Wainfleet, ON L0S 1V0

Call Sarah: 1-800-275-9185

We have raised $2,239 Goal $25,000

CC is a registered charity. Every contribution is appreciated.
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IN CANADA, OCTOBER MEANS 
fall festivals, pumpkin carving, 
baking pies, and coming together 
as family and friends to celebrate 
a season of thanksgiving: thanks-
giving for food, shelter and com-
munity to name just a few.

When you consider your 
church community, what are you 
thankful for? Have you been able 
to make connections with others 
and grow in your spiritual faith? 
Have you found ways that you 
can serve within your congrega-
tion that connect with the spirit-
ual gifts that God has given you?

Church can be a space for 
people to find their community, 
their purpose and their capacity 
to serve. For these blessings we 
can be truly thankful. However, 
church can also be a space that 
feels unwelcoming – a building 
that represents exclusion and 
hurt. Many churches have a ways 
to go in making their spaces ac-
cessible in their structures, com-
munications, and attitudes. 

As a ministry, Disability Con-
cerns realizes that while con-
gregations may have a desire 
to serve all people within their 
community, they might not know 
how to engage with people liv-
ing with disabilities. We provide 
education, training and resour-
ces to congregations so that the 
goal of “everybody belongs and 
everybody serves” can be beauti-
fully experienced in the life of 
the church.

Recently, CRC Disability 
Concerns, in collaboration with 
Reformed Church in America 
Disability Concerns, Elim Chris-
tian Services, and Christian Hor-
izons, developed a new resource: 
Everybody Belongs, Serving 
Together: Inclusive Church Min-
istry with People with Disabil-
ities (originally referred to as 
the Inclusion Handbook). This 
comprehensive guide to church 
accessibility and inclusive min-
istry will help your congregation 
embrace people with disabilities, 
not only as fellow recipients of 

God’s love, but as partners in 
ministry.

If you are interested in access-
ing Everybody Belongs, Serving 
Together for yourself, or your 
church community, there are a 
number of ways that it is avail-
able:

●   Order print copies from Faith 
Alive: bit.ly/EBSTprintfa

● Explore it online, includ-
ing bonus content: every-
body-belongs.org.

● Listen to it on Audible/Ama-
zon. 
○ bit . ly/EBSTaudioCAN 

(for our Canadian friends)
○ bit.ly/EBSTaudioUS (for 

our US friends)
● Read it as an e-publication: 

bit.ly/EBSTepubfa

CRC Ministries within Canada

This page is made possible through a partnership with CRC Ministries within Canada.

LETTING THE 
TRUTH FALL IN

I RECENTLY HEARD A STORY OF A JEWISH STUDENT who went to his 
rabbi and asked, “Why does the Torah say to write God’s word on our 
hearts? Why does it not say to write God’s word in our hearts?”  

The rabbi replied, “Because God knows that our hearts are closed, 
so we lay the words upon our hearts. When our hearts break, the words 
fall in.”  

This has prompted me to think about what happens when my heart 
breaks. Do I allow God’s word in, or do I lean into temporary patches, 
ignoring or soothing my pain on my own? 

Recently, I experienced heartache as the news of Indigenous chil-
dren’s graves in Kamloops ripped across the Canadian media land-
scape. It is easy to throw up a Facebook post of lament, or to offer a 

Victoria Veenstra, Justice Communications Coordinator

EVERYBODY BELONGS, 
SERVING TOGETHER 
Becky Jones, Disability Concerns

Victoria Veenstra

Victoria is the Justice Com-
munications Team Coordin-
ator for the CRC, working 
for the Centre for Public Dia-
logue, Office of Social Justice, 
and Canadian Indigenous 
Ministries Committee.

Becky Jones

Becky is a  Volunteer and 
Communication Specialist 
for both CRCNA Disability 
Concerns and Safe Church 
Ministry.

prayer in church, but what would 
it look like to allow God’s word 
to fall into my heart and reshape 
it into a better heart?  

One way for me to do this is to 
go beyond headlines, into deep 
work that wrestles with how our 
churches can become places of 
belonging and embrace God’s 
call to reconciliation. And this 
is what the appropriately named 
Hearts Exchanged program is de-
signed to do. 

Participants are guided through 
an eight-month journey, and walk 
together with a community to 
learn from Indigenous perspec-
tives on history and how to move 
forward together in a good way. A 
commitment to engage and learn 
deeply can help the truths about 
justice found in scripture sink 
into practice in our lives.  

This year, cohorts are taking 
place in every CRC Classis in 
Canada. As individuals, and the 
church, we can learn to move 
forward with tender hearts, not 
allowing wrongs to be set aside 
but rather creating a space for 
heart transformation. This robust 
program goes beyond a one-time 
event or expression of regret, and 
moves towards true justice and 
reconciliation as a shared spirit-
ual journey. You can support this 
at crcna.org/HealHearts

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 

(1 Peter 4:10, NIV)
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A UGANDAN PERSPECTIVE 

Sytsma: As difficult as it is to discuss homosexuality today, I appreci-
ate how Christians with different perspectives all emphasize the im-
portance of listening. Most importantly we listen to those who expe-
rience same-sex attraction themselves. But I am sensing a new desire 
among North American churches to listen to Christians around the 
world. 

Emmanuel, please tell us a little bit about yourself. 
Magambo: I am Emmanuel Magambo, and I have been married to 
Mable for 20 years. Together we have four children. I am an ordained 
pastor in Pentecostal Assemblies of God Uganda and I have served 
in local churches as well as in regional positions. PAG Uganda as a 
denomination has around 6000 churches.

My coming to know about the Christian Reformed Church in North 
America (CRCNA) dates back to 2006 when we first made contact 
with World Renew (then it was CRWRC). In my keenness for min-
istry learning I began to follow the history, polity and ministry of 
CRCNA. I have no regrets. I have learnt a lot and I think I can now 
say I am a Reformed Pentecostal! 

What do you appreciate about the CRC’s approach to discussing this 
topic of homosexuality, and what are you concerned about?
I appreciate the historical faithfulness to the Scriptures even in the 
face of a controversial disagreement about homosexuality, and the 
keenness to keep the unity of the Body of Christ. I have observed that 
the debate on this issue has been raging on with increased intensity 
and sensitivity since 1973. As I have looked at the ongoing positional 
papers, overtures and study committee reports, I can really discern the 
Spirit of the Word and the bond of fellowship. The CRC has an objec-
tive way of looking at issues and commits to careful study. 

In contrast, our church culture here easily approaches issues more 
subjectively or legalistically. I think we in the Pentecostal traditional 
have many times been hasty in turning our opinions into God’s rev-
elation. We easily hear a “voice” or a conviction and quickly run in 
a new direction without discerning the teaching of the Word of God. 
You see the problem with a “voice” (this is a common expression 
in Uganda; some will humbly refer to it as the inner voice) – it can 
usually be dictated by one’s feelings and wishes. This has sometimes 
caused us to make grave mistakes which has resulted in severed fel-
lowship. But the careful study of Scripture that I have observed in the 
CRC is that the Word and Spirit should always be in agreement. This 
is a lesson for us in the Pentecostal tradition and other charismatic 
groups to learn.

The other thing I appreciate so much about the CRC is their pasto-

ral approach to the issue of same 
sex attraction. They are sensitive 
to the body of Christ and there is 
a concern to understand and lis-
ten to all people. I think some of 
my fellow pastors in PAG have 
been more judgmental than ana-
lytical. Church life and ministry 
in Uganda need to be brought to 
this level.  

On the other hand, the process 
of discernment I have come to 
appreciate so much in the CRC is 
not without loopholes. I am con-
cerned that sometimes secular 
thinking, call it popular culture, 
has slowly but steadily perco-
lated into the Church’s thinking 
about the issue of homosexuality. 
This popular culture has found 
its way into the church through 
colleges, universities and semi-
naries. Seriously speaking I be-
lieve that the debating of same 
sex attractions and unions since 
1973 has not just been a theologi-
cal and ecclesiastical debate but a 
strong pull and push between the 
Church and popular culture. 

Tell us how homosexuality is 
viewed in Uganda.
In Uganda, homosexuality is 
viewed as unnatural and a devi-
ation from God’s order of cre-
ation. It is difficult for us to un-
derstand that a person could be 
born with same sex attraction and 
most Ugandans reject this idea. 
This is why we had a bill crimi-
nalizing homosexuality about 10 
years ago and it had widespread 
support from the populace and 
the churches in particular.

This fits with my own view 
generally but I am also conscious 
that our people’s views are usu-
ally founded on sentiments and 
subjective feelings rather than 
being driven by divine love and 
biblical facts. 

Among Christians in Uganda, is 
there any diversity of opinion?
The Pentecostal Assemblies of 
God sees homosexuality as one 
of the immoral and ungodly acts 
that the Church needs to preach 
against and discourage. Gener-
ally there is agreement across 
Christian denominations. 

But diversity of opinion is ob-
servable among the young and 
educated class. What precip-
itates their views seems to be 
indifference towards the Chris-
tian faith and the pull towards 
this debate from the West. With 

Western influence, it is like what 
goes around in the USA, it is just 
a matter of time that it comes 
around to Uganda through educa-
tion, politics, media and the like. 

 The Church’s response to this 
diversity is predominantly pas-
sionate speech against homosex-
uality, which American people 
would definitely find offensive. 
But positively the new views on 
homosexuality have created a 
deeper reflection on the subject. 

If North American churches 
changed their policies to affirm 
committed monogamous same-
sex marriages, how would this 
affect their relationships with 
churches in Uganda?
This is sad and regrettable, but 
if the North American churches 
changed their policies to affirm 
same-sex marriages, then the 
churches in Uganda will have to 
discontinue their official work-
ing relationships with them. I 
would find it difficult to view 
these churches as true Christian 
churches. I would see them as 
sincere people, but people who 
have chosen to compromise fully 
with the world.  

What final encouragement would 
you like to give to North Ameri-
can churches as they continue to 
pray and think about this?
I encourage our North Ameri-
can brothers and sisters to keep 
on discerning the leading of the 
Spirit without compromising 
the Word. May God help you to 
obey the Word of God as led by 
the Holy Spirit. I have learnt a 
lot from the North American zeal 
for pastoral care and guidance. 
Remember that our love and 
care for people should be in the 
context of the one true Gospel of 
God who truly loves and cares 
for his people. 

‘Reformed Pentecostal’ Pastor reflects on the CRC’s 
Human Sexuality Report.  |  Anthony Sytsma

Pastor Magambo’s church.

Continued on page 8

Anthony Sytsma

Anthony is a missionary with 
Resonate Global Mission. He 
lives in Soroti, Uganda. 

Pastor Emmanuel Magambo

WHEN IT COMES TO MATTERS of 
sexual ethics, no one can quickly 
iron out the deep differences in 
the church today. So why should 
Christian Courier publish an ar-
ticle on same-sex marriage from 
distant Uganda? Well, I figure 
if we are truly part of a catho-
lic church, we ought to hear the 
voices of our brothers and sisters 
across oceans and borders.

What is the goal of transna-
tional conversation on this tender 
topic? Listening first. Just that. 
Maybe listening that might lead 
to understanding, which could 
develop into mutual correction 
and sanctification, and the ex-
panded witness of Christ’s body. 
But listening is a good start.

How does listening happen 
without offense being taken from 
either side? For some it will be 
hard, and they will have to end-
lessly forgive. The conversation 
may have its limits; not everyone 
need participate; and we can ex-
pect the issue will probably be 
unresolved this side of the new 
earth. There are other matters to 
attend to beside sexual morality!

POSTCOLONIAL POSTURES
Besides our catholicity, another 
good reason to listen is to enact 
our postcolonial commitments. 
The Western church has been 
speaking from a position of cul-
tural dominance for hundreds 
of years and the majority world 

ENGAGING 
THE GLOBAL
POLYLOGUE

Why listen to brothers 
and sisters in the 
majority world?  
Peter Schuurman
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Peter Schuurman

Peter is executive director of 
Global Scholars Canada, a 
kind of “Christian scholars 
without borders.”

GLOBAL CONTINUED

has been listening, more or less, 
voluntarily or not. Consider that 
we have an overabundance of 
books, institutions and teachers 
in the West and we have been 
consistently sending a portion of 
them to the majority world. The 
flow of knowledge, wisdom and 
spiritual discernment needs to 
be more multi-directional. You 
could say that now Joseph wishes 
to speak back to those who sold 
him into slavery, opening up a 
difficult family conversation. 

In my circles of transnational 
mission, the motto has been: “Not 
from the West to the rest, but from 
anyone to everywhere.” This is a 
polycentric model, and in such a 
scheme the weight of moral au-
thority, too, is decentralized. In 
fact, the current deconstruction 
of the Western church begs the 
question: what moral authori-
ty does the shriveling Christian 
West have in the majority world? 
This is a contentious question, as 
family members should always 
be calling each other to account. 
But consider that the legacy of 
slavery and Western imperialism 
cast a dark shadow on the credi-
bility of the Western church. Two 
world wars, global warming due 
to Western industrialization, and 
the influence of a fast and loose 
Hollywood morality cast West-
ern Christians into further moral 
dubiousness.

Many are acknowledging the 
wisdom of Indigenous ways 
when it comes to global ecology. 
Naive Western notions of unam-
biguous modern “progress” are 
burning up with climate change. 
There are certainly other Western 
assumptions that need chasten-
ing. Our credibility is currently 
weak.

WEIRD WEST
A third good reason to particular-
ly listen to the voice of the ma-
jority world is that they are now 
the vast bulk of Christians on 
the planet. “The average Chris-
tian today is a poor Nigerian or 
Brazilian woman,” writes Philip 
Jenkins (quoting Dana L. Robert) 
in his now aging book The Next 
Christendom: The Coming of 
Global Christianity (2002). The 
majority can be wrong, but those 
on the margins of the vital, ex-
panding movement of God’s peo-
ple should at least care to listen 

to the core. Christianity is now a 
southern phenomenon and gain-
ing acceptance in East Asia, too.

The fact is, the church in the 
West is in numerical decline, 
and, more particularly, the liberal 
wing of the church is closing its 
doors at an astonishing rate. Take 
for example the venerable An-
glican Church of Canada, which 
was about 1.3 million members 
strong in 1961. By 2017, while 
the population of the country 
doubled, the Anglicans shrank to 
282,412 and most of these mem-
bers are in their retirement years. 
The Anglican Journal entertains 
the projection that, at the current 
rate of decline, there would be 
zero Anglicans by 2040 (Jan. 6, 
2020). I’m sure more than a few 
will stick around by then, but 
their recent split only exacerbat-
ed the situation.

Indeed, numbers are only one 
gauge of fruitfulness. Academics 
are fond of validating the epis-
temic privilege of the marginal. 
But we remain privileged and 
powerful economically, political-
ly and culturally, which may be 

again more of a spiritual liability.
Moral psychologist Jonathan Haidt in his fascinating book The 

Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by Politics and Re-
ligion (2012) cites a study showing that the middle-class Western de-
mographic is globally WEIRD. The word is an acronym for Western, 
Educated, Industrialized, Rich and Democratic, and the adjective is 
apt because such people are outliers; they are “the least typical, least 
representative people you could study if you want to make generaliza-
tions about human nature.” Maybe we are cutting-edge, avant-garde. 
But maybe we are just WEIRD.

We know that in the majority world, tolerance for same-sex mar-
riage is very low, although Pew Research reported in 2020 that accep-
tance rates have been rising slightly over the last 20 years. I suspect 
these increases are represented mostly in the more wealthy, urban, 
educated sectors, where WEIRD influence would be most prevalent. 
Overseas churches and their agencies generally remain in line with 
historic Christian teachings in moral matters.

LOGS IN EYES
Our dearest idols are often located in our cultural blind spots that oth-
ers see too clearly. Theologian Esther Acolatse (from Ghana but now 
at Knox College, Toronto) has argued that there remains a hermeneuti-
cal gap between the church in the global South and modern West. The 
African church, with its animist cultural heritage and the influence of 
divination found in African traditional religions, lives in an enchanted 
world where the conflicts of angels, witches and demons affect the de-
tails of everyday life. While this runs close to the Biblical worldview, 
it can be too dualistic, distracting from Christ’s victory at the cross and 
missing the joy of living filled by the Holy Spirit. It is an over-empha-
sis on the spirit world and its uncertainties.

The situation in the West is the opposite – a church disenchanted 
by the modern worldview, where science is the supreme authority. As 
assumed by liberal theologians (like Bultmann), we can’t use jets and 
computers, MRIs and vaccines, and at the same time take seriously 
the miraculous wonder world of the Bible. For example, Walter Wink 
showed how New Testament references to a spirit world could be re-
interpreted as socio-political forces and psychotherapeutic conditions, 
taking out the idea of supernatural beings as distinct entities that im-
pinge on everyday life. In effect, Acolatse suggests Western theology 
is practically materialist. 

When it comes to issues of human sexuality, a gulf is growing. The 
majority world has a different take on the importance of individual 
expression from the West, and often champions more communitarian 
and traditional values. This comes with its own weaknesses. There are 
laws in some African countries that endanger the lives of those ex-

ploring their same sex desires, to 
which human rights groups from 
the West are applying political 
pressure. Africans need to hear 
from their own minority subcul-
tures, from their women and stu-
dents, too. We all have cultural 
baggage that Christ seeks to cor-
rect, reform and redeem.

That means it may be not only 
good family relations to listen 
but an act of spiritual growth. In 
David Smith’s Learning from the 
Stranger: Christian Faith and 
Cultural Diversity (2009), he urg-
es the reader not to see cross-cul-
tural interaction in instrumental 
terms – in order to change the 
other or achieve some ecclesial 
goal – but as a process that itself 
involves discipleship and spiritu-
al growth. In other words, the in-
teraction itself is part of the jour-
ney to spiritual maturity. Missiol-
ogist Lesslie Newbigin often said 
that intercultural encounter was 
necessary not only for the salva-
tion of those who have not heard 
the gospel, but also for those who 
bear witness to it as well. No one 
possesses God’s Spirit alone, and 
no one has arrived at the end of 
spiritual maturity.

Consider this an opportuni-
ty to cultivate our spiritual life 
as rooted Christian cosmopoli-
tans, world citizens still planted 
in local culture, leaning into a 
transnational give-and-take. We 
don’t have to agree; but we can 
learn respect and humility in the 
encounter, and hopefully come 
away a little more like Christ. 

“Not from the West to the rest, but from anyone to everywhere.” 
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Jerusalem, Israel 

Sign up today!
www.wi� etours.com

+1 616 957 8113 
+1 800 GO WITTE

Explore.
Connect. 
Experience.

2022 GUIDED ITINERARIES
JOURNEY TO ISRAEL
Jan 31 – Feb 12 | Pastor Rob Toornstra

FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS
OF JESUS: ISRAEL & JORDAN
Mar 31 – Apr 12 | Dr. Jeff rey A.D. Weima

THE NETHERLANDS: OFF THE BEATEN PATH
Apr 3 – Apr 15 | Henk Aay & Bob Hoeksema

NETHERLANDS WATERWAY CRUISE
Apr 8 – Apr 16 | Bruce & Judy Buursma

PRAGUE & THE DANUBE RIVER: A CRUISE TOUR
May 7 – May 18 | Ellen & George Monsma
SALE! Book by Nov. 1 to save $200 per person!

OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY TOUR: 
SOUTHERN GERMANY & AUSTRIA
May 15 – May 24 | Rev. Jim Pollard

PAUL’S MISSIONARY JOURNEYS IN TURKEY
May 23 – Jun 4 | Dr. Jeff rey A.D. Weima

ITALY: FLORENCE THROUGH THE EYES OF DANTE
May 24 – Jun 6 | Dr. Jennifer Holberg

IN THE LIGHT OF JESUS: 
PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND
Jun 20 - Jul 2 | Pastor Bill & Lyn Vanden Bosch

CANADIAN ROCKIES WITH GLACIER NATIONAL PARK 
Aug 20 – Aug 28 | Bruce Buursma

FROM THE PASSION PLAY
TO THE ITALIAN LAKE DISTRICT
Sep 6 – Sep 17 | Nate & Debbie Barendse

ROME & THE AMALFI COAST
Sep 24 – Oct 2 | Mindy Alexander & Eric Kuhn

IMPROVING LIVES
AT HOME AND
AROUND THE WORLD.

Together, we can fund training for the homeless and new 
immigrants so they can enter or re-enter the workplace. 

You can help oppressed workers in developing nations 
gain the rights and working conditions that we enjoy here 
in Canada.

You can make a difference. Please donate at clacfoundation.ca.



10   OCTOBER 11, 2021    |     CHRISTIAN COURIER

Reviews

After her camp years, Judy went 
on to help spark a disability 
movement, lead the 28 day “504 
Sit-in” in 1977, and work with 
heads of state and government to 
promote the rights of the national 
and international disability com-
munity. Deemed a fire hazard by 
her local school when she tried 
to enroll as a child, today she is 
recognized internationally as a 
disability activist and leader. 

The film includes mature con-
tent in a few spots throughout 
the film, specifically with refer-
ence to sexuality. Though it may 
be uncomfortable to some ears, 
the context offers a fulsome per-
spective to the struggle disabled 
adults still have today in being 
seen as equally human.

More uncomfortable and hor-
rific are the newsreel images of 
children being housed at Willow-
brook State School, a New York 
State institution for children and 
youth with disabilities. Crip 
Camp includes a short excerpt 
from 1972 as part of its telling of 
the story of the disability revo-
lution. The film juxtaposes im-
ages of children at Willowbrook, 
curled up naked on the floor with 
footage from a few years later of 
persons with disabilities arran-
ging their own caregivers at the 
Centre for Independent Living in 

“THIS CAMP CHANGED THE WORLD, and nobody knows the story.” So 
begins co-director and narrator Jim LeBrecht in the opening scenes 
of Crip Camp. A critically lauded and award-winning documentary 
film directed by LeBrecht and Nicole Newnham, Crip Camp tells the 
story of a summer camp, and its impact on the disability revolution 
in the United States. 

Attending summer camp can change a kid’s life. As Crip Camp 
vividly captures, the experience for several disabled youth at a place 
called Camp Jened led to significant national changes in the form of 
political movements and the passage of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act. 

Crip Camp opens with actual grainy footage of Camp Jened in 1971. 
Started in 1952 in the Catskill Mountains, Camp Jened was created 
for children and youth with disabilities. Over time, the camp program 
was influenced by societal changes, and this led to creativity, less 
structure, and more freedom. Camp director Larry Allison is recorded 
saying, “Jened was an opportunity to try to do some different things. 
We realized the problem did not exist with people with disabilities. 
The problem existed with people that didn’t have disabilities. It was 
our problem. So, it was important for us to change.” For youth who 
were marginalized at home, the camp culture made room for all. 

According to camp staff, it was difficult to tell who was camper and 
who was counselor at Camp Jened. Everyone took care of each other, 
and there were no sidelines. Swimming, sports and typical camp ac-
tivities were offered with the flexibility to accommodate the diversity 
of needs.  As former counsellor Lionel Je’ Woodyard described Camp 
Jened’s softball games, “You wouldn’t be picked to be on the team 
back home. But at Camp Jened, you had to go up to bat.” 

Crip Camp includes a cast of actual main characters; everyone and 
everything about their stories is not scripted. Images are cleverly 
pieced together to tell of childhood memories and early experiences 
with discrimination while also highlighting the camp years as pivotal. 
The film weaves their camp experiences within the telling of political 
events from 1970-1990. Significant focus is given to America’s Re-
habilitation Act of 1973 and Section 504. 

Black and white footage from Camp Jened in 1971 captures a 
young Judy Heumann, leading fellow campers with meal planning. 

SPARKING A DISABILITY MOVEMENT

CRIP CAMP
Directed by Jim LeBrecht 
and Nicole Newnham
Netflix, 2020.

Sara Pot

Berkley, CA. The point is clear.
Throughout the film, LeBrecht 

offers narration and personal 
reflection. Towards the end, he 
explains his own shift in think-
ing about disability. He thought 
he wanted to find a way to over-
come his disability, but through 
his experience at Camp Jened 
and his work with the disability 
revolution, he began to embrace 
his disability as part of his iden-
tity. 

The story of disability rights 
continues still today. Films such 
as Crip Camp illustrate the power 
of a societal mindshift: Diversity 
of ability is integral for complete 
community – and we are all the 
better for it.

Released through Netflix in 
2020, the film is also currently 
accessible on YouTube. It is rec-
ommended viewers open the sub-
titles option. Though Crip Camp 
includes subtitles within the film, 
the additional script provided 
through the YouTube platform 
facilitates easier understanding 
of the content presented.   

Sara Pot

The Pot family story includes 
two daughters who are se-
verely disabled but radiate 
joy and grace.

to create friends, Mrs. Ruben-
stein continues to encourage 
her. However, Sicily soon be-
comes discouraged and tells 
her caregiver, “Maybe none of 
these friends are good friends 
for me.”

In a lovely turn of events 
Sicily has an epiphany, taking 
the friends she made and giving 
one to each of her neighbours. 
Then just when she’s feeling 
empty and alone after giving 
away all her friends, she dis-
covers a real friend.

YOUNG SICILY BRIDGES BRIMS WITH CREATIVITY and believes 
she can make anything. She lives at 48 Grasshopper Estates with 
her loving mom and is surrounded by unique neighbours. Though 
Sicily’s home address alludes to grasshoppers, “in all her years 
there, she had never seen one grasshopper, or, come to think of 
it, any grass. That was alright with Sicily. She could make them 
herself.”

 While her mom goes to work, Sicily is cared for by an endear-
ing elderly woman, Mrs. Rubenstein, who gives Sicily the room 
to be creative. Sicily makes a list of things she’d like to make, but 
there’s one problem. Each invention requires more than one person 
to make it work. So, Sicily adds one more item to her list – a friend. 
Sicily sets out creating numerous friends out of craft materials: a 
fuzzy friend, a freckle-speckled friend, a friend with suspenders, 
a friend with big ears, and more. While Sicily works diligently 

MAKING FRIENDS

48 GRASSHOPPER ESTATES 
Sara de Waal
Illustrated by Erika Medina 
Annick Press, 2021.

Sonya VanderVeen Feddema

Author Sara de Waal’s whim-
sical, gentle narrative and illus-
trator Erika Medina’s playful, 
culturally-sensitive artwork 
portraying people from differ-
ent ethnic groups living in har-
mony make this children’s pic-
ture book a delightful reading 
experience.  

Sonya VanderVeen 
Feddema

Sonya is a freelance writer 
living in St Catharines, Ont.
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This is deep, slow journalism in 
the aftermath of an ecclesiologic-
al train wreck. It’s a post-mortem 
with the victims and experts, and 
it’s especially aware of the role of 
the internet. Cosper shows how 
this “first internet pastor” hyper-
linked his way to infamy – how his 
speaking and visioning ability got 
broadcast to thousands and com-
pletely outstripped his character. 
Then in the court of the internet, 
through bloggers (insiders and out-
sider critics), this megachurch ty-
rant was brought to unofficial trial.

As a post-mortem with disillu-
sioned former Mars Hill staff, it 
gives voice to those who were 
wounded and abandoned by their 
unapologetic leader. This behind-
the-scenes exposé will resonate 
with many who have been bruised 
by an unrepentant charismatic 
leader. The confusion, the mixed 
emotions, the sense of betrayal 
– it will sound familiar to many 
church-goers. Maybe even the 
hyper-masculinist teachings will 
be revealed, in this analytical con-
text, for the rigid stereotypes that 
they are.

Canadian writer Sarah Bessey 
describes this as an apocalypse – 
both a destruction and a revelation. 
It lifts the curtain on the decon-
struction of aberrant evangelical 
networks.

Listeners beware. By putting this 
podcast in your ear, you participate 
in a secular trope and the extension 
of Driscoll’s charismatic wave. 
The secular trope is the cynical 
assessment that all megachurches, 
and even all Christian religion, is 
an Elmer Gantry tale of manipula-
tion, fraud, and chauvinism. This 
is nothing less than a prejudice, 
as there are 1,800 megachurches 
in North America and they are no 
more abusive than small church-
es, political parties or basketball 
teams. The book High on God, a 
study of a dozen megachurches, 
critiques the soft patriarchalism 
of such churches but concludes, 
on the whole, megachurches are 
“wells of goodness, satisfaction, 
generosity, and inspiration.”

In the episode “Who Killed Mars 
Hill?” they rightly put responsibil-
ity on Driscoll’s ego, insider alarm 
bells, outsider critics, but most im-

portantly, they end by saying “We 
all did it.” When we ask why this 
happens, they say, “shouldn’t we 
ask why we keep doing it, why we 
seem to like charismatic figures 
whose character doesn’t align with 
their gifts, giving them platforms 
and adulation?” There is no big 
leader without a staff who prop 
them up and a crowd of adulators 
who attend, fund and applaud. 
We’re in it. By making this pod-
cast, Driscoll’s infamy is extended. 
By writing this review, I’m build-
ing on it. By reading this, you are 
now part of the ripples of another 
charismatic leader’s wave.

Charisma is not just celebrity 
fame, though, and future podcasts 
ought to sharpen their concepts. 
Charisma is a gift of grace, and 
it comes to everyone, in a variety 
of ways, for the building up of the 
body of Christ and his kingdom. 
Charisma is biblical, and socio-
logical, and not just a media edi-
fice. Don’t be turned off from char-
isma, but be wary, as it can come as 
a servant and as a dictator.

I’ve noted two opposite reac-
tions to the podcast. One says its 
not biblical enough, biased against 
complementarians, and tipped to-
wards progressive Christianity. 
The other view says the podcast 
doesn’t give enough voice to the 
victims, and that it triggers rather 
than treats their wounds. It is cer-
tainly more for the tough-minded 
than the tender-hearted. We’ll see 
where the next episodes take the 
narrative. Maybe Driscoll himself 
will respond. Maybe they will look 
at the contrasting story of Bruxy 
Cavey, the hippie pacifist beta male 
pastor, chronicled by yours truly in 
my book The Subversive Evangel-
ical. Driscoll doesn’t define the 
territory.

So beware. Is it sensational and 
unintentionally feeding a stereo-
type of right-wing Reformed Chris-
tianity? Yes. Is it a window into the 
corruption of American evangel-
icalism? Yes. Is it a revelation of 
the universal human capacity for 
self-deception? Indeed.  

“HOW DARE YOU? WHO IN THE HELL DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?” screams 
Pastor Mark Driscoll at full volume, the spiritual father of thousands of 
young men. He hounds them to get out of their video games, away from 
their girlfriend’s bed, and grow up in Christ into a redemptive mission of 
renewing a messed-up culture. 

These screams front-end every episode of one of the hottest podcasts 
out there, one only half-way through its slated run. It’s not for children, as 
the regular warnings suggest. It’s dramatic, critical, intense, and wide-ran-
ging in its exploration of the collapse of an evangelical megachurch and 
its megapersonality. Its production is stellar, and it’s both a trenchant and 
candid exposé.

“It’s a story of power, platform and fame,” says the trailer, but also “an 
unflinching look at the cost,” including the spiritual trauma experienced 
by devotees and spectators. Hosted and written by Christianity Today’s 
Mike Cosper, the podcast takes a broad and simultaneously intimate look 
at the sensational rise and spectacular fall of firebrand Mark Driscoll and 
his mighty Mars Hill empire in Seattle, an empire centred around his 15-
site megachurch crossing four states with its 15,000 attendees and more 
than 260,000 sermon views per week. 

Driscoll’s myth starts enthusiastically with God’s audible call to “marry 
Grace (his wife), plant a church, train men, and preach the Bible” in 1996 
and ends in shambles with his resignation in 2014 after accusations of 
bullying, fraud, and spiritual abuse. How could such domineering leader-
ship be so popular and avoid any significant accountability?

Here is one sordid example of Driscoll’s abusive behaviour. Driscoll 
manipulates to have two elders removed from his board – both who are 
leaders employed by the church – when they start naively requesting a 
revision of some by-laws. Soon after their dismissal, speaking to a group 
of church planters, Driscoll brags:

“Too many guys waste too much time trying to move stiff-necked, stub-
born, obstinate people. I am all about blessed subtraction. There is a pile 
of dead bodies behind the Mars Hill bus and by God’s grace it’ll be a 
mountain by the time we’re done. You either get on the bus or you get 
run over by the bus. Those are the options; but the bus ain’t gonna stop.”

He then looks at the church planters in front of him. He advises: “This 
will be the defining issue as to whether or not you succeed or fail.”

The podcast promises that the story is not just about Driscoll or Mars 
Hill. It’s a window into church life and leadership today, into the shaking 
foundations of the evangelical matrix, and, most intimately, into the wily 
self-deceptive character of the human heart.

It borders on sensationalism at times, as Driscoll was known as the 
“cussing pastor Mark” in his early years, and his inspiration came from 
the punk rock scene and the movie Fight Club. Episodes investigate 
his “demon trials,” his shocking dismissal of a female staff member for 
heresy, and his X-rated sermons, where he preaches that wives are com-
manded by God to give oral sex to their husbands. 

Oh, did I mention he identified as Reformed in a certain sort of mascu-
linist American way? Yes, he was young, restless, and “Reformissional” 
in his vision, with a focus on getting the doctrine right and bringing in the 
crowds. Thus his 400-page book entitled Doctrine. He was a defender of 
the definition of the gospel, a watchdog against the encroaching wimpy 
liberal elite. He did preach about young men being “creators and cultiva-
tors” – an endorsement of the cultural mandate – but it seemed to come 
with a narrow focus on being a leader, growing a big family, and being a 
tough Christian man.

Don’t be too cynical about this story. Lives were transformed at Mars 
Hill. Driscoll took young men under his wing, let them live in his base-
ment for a season, and he bought groceries for single mothers. Young 
men testify that they were drinking beer and watching TV until Driscoll 
gave them a sense of purpose – a vision for making a difference, taking 
responsibility for women and family. Driscoll can be easily demonized, 
but he was no demon.

Reviews

A TRAIN WRECK IN SLOW MOTION 
THE RISE AND FALL OF UNBRIDLED CHARISMA

Peter Schuurman

THE RISE AND FALL 
OF MARS HILL
Podcast
Hosted by Mike Cosper 
Christianity Today, 2021.                                   

Peter Schuurman

Peter is a Contributing Editor 
with CC.
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SO THERE WE WERE, MY HUSBAND and I, running down a country 
road in shorts and sandals chasing three black sheep. We were sweaty 
and frustrated, having just spent the last hour trying to convince those 
sheep to head back into the barn instead of out across the road. We 
were also scared – the sun was setting and there was a very real possi-
bility that one of us would be hit by a passing car. Then the sheep took 
a sharp turn into our neighbour’s farm. 

They ran down the lane at full speed, making a beeline for the flock 
across the street. My husband gave chase while I ran to the farmhouse. 
I banged on the door and yelled, “We need help! Our sheep got out!”

First there was only silence. Then I heard a woman’s voice from 
somewhere inside. “I’ll get my boots!” she hollered. 

Here’s the thing: I had no idea who that woman was. I’d never laid eyes 
on her, never talked to her, and I didn’t know her name. But within sec-

onds, Julie came out of the house and ran off to get temporary fence pan-
els. Her husband Peter joined her and in less than 10 minutes, they had our 
three animals safely corralled. We did nothing except stand nearby feeling 
useless. I was glad it was dark so they couldn’t see my tears of relief. 

Our neighbour’s kindness didn’t stop there. They offered sooth-
ing words (“it happens to all of us!”) and loaded our three sheep 
into their livestock trailer. When they drove them over to our barn 
and helped us usher them inside, we almost kissed them in grati-
tude. It was a humbling reminder that we had no idea what we were 
doing, and a beautiful lesson in what a difference good neighbours 
can make.

I grew up in the suburbs, raised my kids there, and worked as a 
pastor there, too. But then I took a new call to a retreat centre at an his-
toric farm, and COVID hit, and everything changed. At 50 years old I 

found myself running after sheep, 
debating which kind of chick-
en feed to buy, and identifying 
capped brood in a beehive. Best 
of all, I discovered a whole new 
world of knowledge, wisdom and 
generosity among farmers.

FARMING 101
Small farms in Canada are hav-
ing a moment. Like craft brewer-
ies, they seem to be everywhere 
as people seek a back-to-the-
land lifestyle, and consumers 
clamour for farm-to-table prod-
ucts and experiences. But if you 
didn’t grow up on a farm or study 
agriculture, where do you learn? 
I started at Everdale, a Commu-
nity Teaching Farm in Hillsburg, 
Ont. They offer a yearly online 
Farm Planner course in partner-
ship with the Ecological Farmers 
Association of Ontario. In 2021, 
they gathered more than 75 new 
and aspiring farmers who want-
ed to learn about everything 
from marketing to risk manage-
ment. I never missed a class and 
hung on every word. 

More than just book learning, 
the course offered us connections 
to other farmers. Each week we 
logged on for lessons from suc-
cessful farmers who shared their 
stories and experiences. They were 
generous in their advice and patient 
with our questions. I had no idea 
that farming was so challenging. 

I was inspired by the Dahlia 
May Flower Farm in Trenton, Ont., 
where Melanie Harrington has a 
thriving business. Her social media 
feed is incredible (check out her Ins-
tagram page!), and it’s a delight just 

looking at the gorgeous photos of 
her flowers. She also brings beauty 
into the world through her commu-
nity program that provides bouquets 
to residents at local long term care 
homes. She encouraged us to stay 
in touch and ask her questions even 
after the course was over.

Cheyenne Sundance joined us 
from Sundance Harvest and told 
the story of her urban farm in To-
ronto. The farm not only grows 
produce for local markets; they 
also provide resources, knowl-
edge and guidance for youth who 
are marginalized, and run a free 
urban agriculture mentorship 
program called Growing in the 

Features

TENDING CREATION 
With gratitude for chicken coaches and sheep 
wranglers.  | Kristine O’Brien

It was a humbling reminder that we 
had no idea what we were doing, and a 

beautiful lesson in what a difference good 
neighbours can make.

Margins to nurture farm projects 
of BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, 
People of Colour) youth. She was 
enthusiastic about farming and ri-
diculously encouraging for those 
of us who were just starting out.

A HELPING HAND
In the non-virtual farm world I 
found generous people, too. As 
we built a chicken coop and made 
arrangements to receive our first 
20 hens, we secured a chicken 
coach. Garret is a 17-year-old 
chicken-whisperer who has al-
ready raised more birds than he 
can count. It’s been over a year 
and he still answers our texts with 

Many helpers make for a beautiful farm at Crieff Hills, 2021.
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questions like, “Does this egg 
look funny to you?” and “How 
many roosters do we need for 
this many hens?”

As we took on beekeeping, 
we found more than one willing 
bee coach. Rev. Ken MacQuar-
rie of MacQuarrie Family Bees 
in St. Catherines pointed us to 
YouTube where we could watch 
expert videos from the Univer-
sity of Guelph and told us about 
where to find a good bee jacket. 
Michael Barber of Tri-City Bees 
drove all the way out to do a hive 
inspection when it became clear 
to him that we were confused. 
We collected bee friends along 
the way, like Steve, who let us 
tag along for a summer swarm 
rescue and continually regales us 
with tales of his bee adventures.  

As for the sheep, you already 
know the story of how we met Peter 
and Julie. They have a herd of 200 
sheep and are busy with off-the-
farm work, too. Yet they still found 
time to come over with their iPad 
sonograph to confirm that our ewe 
was indeed pregnant, and returned 
at birthing time to ensure that moth-
er and baby were doing well.

Our little farm is now produc-
ing honey, eggs and even a little 
wool. Our vegetable gardens – 
somewhere I actually know what 
I’m doing – are thriving, too, 
but not without help of course. 
Five summer students spent their 
hours picking beans and harvest-
ing tomatoes in the heat of sum-
mer. With them it was at last my 
turn to share, giving them tips 
and bits of trivia about heirloom 
varieties and pruning methods 
as we pulled weeds and planted 
seeds together.  

CREATION CARE
Autumn has always held a whiff 
of melancholy for me, as flowers 
die back and leaves fall from the 
trees. This year, however, I have a 
sense of satisfaction and gratitude 
as well. We have raised chickens, 
quail and a lamb. We took our pro-
duce to two markets and have am-
ple honey to harvest. My family 
and I still have tons to learn about 
farming but are no longer com-
plete newbies. We have friends 
and coaches to help us now, too.  

Most of all, though, in this 
harvest season I have a fresh ap-
preciation for the farmers in my 
life and in the world. They are 
co-creators, partnering with God 
to bring new life into the world. 
They tend and keep creation, 
honouring our Creator with their 
hard work and sacrifice. And 
even though I really have no idea 
what I am doing, the farming 
community has offered me wel-
come, wisdom and care. 

Those are all Divine gifts, and 
I am grateful for each and every 
one.        

Features

Kristine O'Brien

Kristine is executive direc-
tor at Crieff Hills Retreat 
Centre in Puslinch, Ont. 
Visit them at crieffhills.
com. Crieff acknowledges 
the traditional territory 
inhabited by the Chon-
nonton people, and other 
First Nations neighbours 
including the Haudeno-
saunee, the Anishnaabe 
and The Métis nation. 

OUR FAVOURITE THINGS 
After another tough pandemic year, CC staff find gratitude. 

Stores are opening. Kids are back to school. Many are vaccinated. Things are slowly starting to shift. 
Or so we hope. The second year of life during a pandemic hasn’t been much easier than the first. 
And yet, during this month of Thanksgiving, the staff at CC wanted to share with readers the many 
blessings from God that inspire gratitude. We wish you a beautiful and hope-filled Thanksgiving. 

“I’m thankful for kids who see their friends daily 
now; for family members who can travel and visit; 
and for opportunities to talk about meaningful 
things with colleagues and mentors.” – Peter 
Schuurman, Contributing Editor  

“I’m thankful for silly children’s books shared 
with my son before bed and for the joy of 
watching my daughter get up the courage to crawl. 
I’m thankful for friends who sing loudly to scare 
away bears, for neighbours who drop off bins of 
outgrown kids’ clothes, and for parents who don’t 
mind driving four hours to babysit.” – Meghan 
Kort, Assistant Editor (currently on mat leave)

“I’m grateful for our kids, who light up daily life 
with their creativity and joy; for strong stove-top 
coffee; for after-supper laughter; for the slow 
return of live music and for the amazing people 
that I work with at CC!” – Angela Reitsma Bick, 
Editor-in-Chief 

“I’m thankful for the sunshine, but also the rain 
that’s taught me to be thankful for the roof over 
my head and the warm socks on my feet. I’m 
thankful for the flowers growing next to me, fed by 
that rain. Most of all, I’m thankful for the people 
I finally get to see again. For the laughs we get 

to share and the things we get to learn together and teach each other; at school, at home, with 
family and with friends.” – Erica Rozema, co-op student 

“I’m thankful for a baby boom in my family – I’m getting three new nephews this year!”  
– Maaike VanderMeer, Assistant Editor 

“I am especially grateful for music. With all the disconnectedness of pandemic life, I’ve enjoyed 
learning new songs on the piano, listening to a variety of artists on Spotify, buying thrift store 
records for our new-to-us record player, and getting 
back to congregational singing at church (masked, 
of course!). The Holy Spirit speaks hope into my 
life while I experience the gift of music.” 
– Sarah Smith, Circulation Manager

“I’m thankful for beaches and lake breezes and 
sunsets; for guinea pig cuddles and more and 
more houseplants; for good gluten-free pizza; for 
family and friends I am able to see again; and for 
daughters who are growing and changing and still 
smiling.” – Amy MacLachlan, Features Editor 

“I'm always grateful for my family and for our 
health, and that has only deepened living through this pandemic and recently experiencing the 
loss of someone we love deeply. Feeling the support of family through good and challenging 
times is so appreciated.” – Jennifer Neutel, Development/Ads Manager 

Meghan's children. 

Angela's daughter.

Amy's daughter.
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A HUMILIATING DEFEAT
David T. Koyzis  |  dtkoyzis@gmail.com

David is a Global Scholar with Global Scholars Canada. His book, 
Political Visions and Illusions (2019) is now out in a second 
Brazilian edition and will soon be published in Spanish as well.

THE RECENT EVENTS in Afghan-
istan sent me back to my under-
graduate days. The date was 30 
April 1975, when the last Amer-
ican personnel on the ground in 
Saigon were airlifted out of the 
city as it fell to the communist 
forces. American troops had 
fought to prevent this for over a 
decade, with a presence already 
beginning in the 1950s after the 
French withdrawal. Like most 
Americans, our family initially 
supported the war as the latest 
battle in the ongoing struggle 
to contain communism. In ele-
mentary school my class wrote 
letters to soldiers serving in that 
conflict, and I still have the letter 
my GI wrote me in return. We 
were, after all, patriotic Amer-
icans, and communism had 
proved to be a vicious ideology, 
capable of murdering scores 
of millions of innocent people 
where it was in power.

As that war became a stalemate 
with no end in sight, increasing 

numbers of Americans lost con-
fidence in their political leaders. 
Presidents Johnson and Nixon 
sounded decreasingly plausible 
as they defended their respective 
strategies in continuing the fight-
ing and finally negotiating a 
“peace with honour” in Paris in 
1973. I would turn 18 that year 
and fully expected that I might be 
drafted into the military. A lottery 
had already been held for young 
men my age, and my birthday 
was near the top, although poor 
eyesight would likely have ex-
empted me from actual service.

When the end finally came, only 
a month after I turned 20, Amer-
icans were horrified by the scenes 
they were seeing on their tele-
visions: South Vietnamese clam-
ouring to leave their country as the 
United States abandoned them to 
their conquering enemies.

AMERICA’S LONGEST WAR
When the U.S. invaded Afghan-
istan in 2001, many of us had 

hoped that the U.S. had learnt its 
lesson from a quarter century ear-
lier. And what was that lesson? 
Make sure that any foreign military 
involvement clearly defends legit-
imate American interests, know the 
country and its people where your 
troops are stationed, and keep the 
goals realistic. Among other things, 
this rules out nation-building.

Unfortunately, the George W. 
Bush administration, once its troops 
were on the ground in Afghanistan 
and later Iraq, succumbed to ideal-
istic dreams of reshaping these 
countries into stable constitutional 
democracies. Unfortunately, a suc-
cessful democracy is dependent on 
two major factors: first, a cohesive 
sense of nationhood, and second, 
supportive political traditions. 
Both were absent in the two coun-
tries. This practically guaranteed 
that the wars would become quag-
mires with no easy exit.

Afghanistan became America’s 
longest war. When Americans 
abandoned the country, the govern-
ment in Kabul collapsed, the presi-
dent escaped in disgrace, and the 
Taliban quickly overran a country 
from which they had been ejected 
two decades earlier. The United 
States became the latest in a string 
of imperial powers to meet defeat 
in this central Asian region.

POLITICAL WISDOM 
And yes, the United States is an empire. By using this label, I do not 
mean to discredit that country altogether or to vilify it. Empire brings 
advantages by creating a broad zone of peace in which normal life and 
commerce can occur. But any effort to manage an unstable globe car-
ries risks. No single nation could possibly acquire enough knowledge 
of distant lands or mobilize enough resources to make a success of such 
efforts consistently. Moreover, if its leaders are in the grip of an ideo-
logical narrative that distorts realities in one way or another, the possi-
bilities of failure multiply.

So now I reread what my GI wrote me in 1966: “you asked who is 
winning the war. Well, I’m glad to say that, I believe we are.” Sad to 
say, my GI’s name is engraved in the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, DC. 

There will always be casualties in war. But a just foreign policy requires 
considerable wisdom – a wisdom that too often eludes leaders persuaded 
of the righteousness of their country’s motives. 

HAVE YOU CRIED LATELY? If so, do you know the meaning of your 
tears? It’s a complicated question. We humans are not fully transpar-
ent to ourselves – we are not fully aware of the experiences or real-
ities that shape our emotional lives. Our tears in any situation may 
result from past experiences, diverse sensitivities, hormonal realities 
and even how much sleep we’ve been getting. We may know there 
are tears running down our cheeks, but never fully know why. This 
is to say nothing of the deeper biological and evolutionary bases of 
our tears. Perhaps human tears have been selected for because they 
invite sympathy and promote community well-being. Or perhaps 
our tears are a way of moderating anger in those who perceive 
them. Or maybe our tears relieve tension and allow us to function 
well in daily lives defined by stress. There is so much going on when 
we cry. This means it is always a question of interpreting our tears, 
in the same way that we interpret scripture or other texts. We can do 
our best to explain our tears, but we likely will never fully under-
stand them or have a definitive answer for their meaning.

A GOOD ABSENCE
My three teenage kids wonder whether their dad has ever 
cried! As much as I may assure them that I cried at their births 
(and have shed tears since!) I’m not sure they are convinced. 

TEARS AS PRAYERS 
Roland De Vries |  rdevries@pcmtl.ca

Roland is Principal of The Presbyterian College in Montreal 
where he also teaches.

I can also assure them that tears were shed when the eldest left  
home for university this year (which is what got me thinking about 
tears). It strikes me that sometimes our tears are a deeply felt acknow-
ledgement of the goodness of others. To miss someone, and to shed 
tears at their departure or absence, is to express through our bodies 
the goodness and beauty we have seen in them and their lives. This 
is the same reason we might cry in reading a novel or watching a film  
where such goodness is on display, particularly when expressed 
in the face of adversity. To cry, in these moments, is to have been 
struck deeply by the grace, kindness, and gifts we perceive.

I notice something else in my tears, and maybe this reflects a 
Calvinist streak in me. Or maybe it is more universal than that. 
I notice that I have not earned this proximity to goodness; it is 
sheer gift. There is nothing I have done to earn this sharing in life 
with others who exhibit wisdom and kindness and strength and 
grace. How could this realization not make your eyes well up? 

JOYFUL SORROW
It is just here that I realize our tears are prayers. Whether they re-
sult from physical pain, from emotional pain, or from an encounter 
with goodness and beauty, one of the gifts of tears is precisely 
that we pray through them. All of our tears have been taken into 
the divine life by Jesus, the one who has wept with us. And even 
when we cannot understand our own tears, the Spirit lifts them up 
to the Father, together with all our wordless prayers. In the case 
of tears spurred by the goodness and beauty of lives around us, 
this joyful sorrow translates as prayerful thankfulness. If our tears 
are a deeply felt acknowledgment of the grace in others’ lives, 
this acknowledgment takes place before our generous God. Per-

haps there are words that can be 
added to our tears, as they be-
come a prayer, but perhaps not. 
Perhaps our tears say as much 
to God as needs to be said. 
The full meaning of our crying 
may always escape us, but there 
is no question about where we 
are in our weeping. We are in 
blessed proximity to the God 
who embraces us and who em-
braces those whose goodness 
astonishes us and touches our 
souls. 
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MONDAY MORNING AND THERE’S ANOTHER sad story: a person who 
vocally opposed vaccinations for COVID-19 has died from the disease. 
Before dying, the patient tells loved ones, “Get vaccinated.” I doubt 
that these stories do much to change the minds of people who are firmly 
against COVID vaccinations. What does bother me, however, is the jus-
tification for resisting masking, lockdowns and vaccines. 

I’ll mention just one of those here. It involves a short recap of his-
tory: the story of Dr. Ignaz Semmelweis, a Hungarian doctor (1818-
1865). Semmelweis is best known for his investigations into “childbed 
fever,” also known as puerperal fever. Women faced mortality rates of 
roughly 10 percent when giving birth in the obstetric clinic in which 
Semmelweis worked. Some say the number was much higher. After 
eliminating all sorts of factors, Semmelweis decided that the causes 
came from septic exposure carried by doctors and interns.  

This sounds almost too bizarre for anything but a horror movie, but it 
went like this: Medical students would be working in the morgue, doing 
dissections of corpses. Then, without washing up, they would attend wom-
en in the maternity ward. 

Semmelweis begged, pleaded and finally insisted that doctors use 
chlorinated water to scrub their hands before passing between the two 
locations. The mortality rate dropped dramatically.  Feisty would not 
be the word to describe Semmelweis when his practices were derided 

THE DOCTOR WHO 
INVENTED HAND-WASHING 

Curt  Gesch |  cgesch63@gmail.com

Curt is not a medical researcher nor a veterinarian. He is vaccinated 
twice against COVID and wears a mask in public places. 

by the medical establishment. As 
far as I can tell from the sourc-
es I checked, he became fierce,  
making demands, condemnations 
and eventually becoming unbal-
anced. His private life became dis-
jointed; his suffered from social 
dislocation, strange behaviours 
and (certainly) some form of emo-
tional or mental illness.

Eventually, he was lured into a 
situation from which he was taken 
by force to an asylum and there he 
died, not having seen the wide-
spread adoption of the steps to 
thwart disease spread that we now 
accept as necessary. 

WHOSE HERO IS HE?
What’s the takeaway from this? 
There are a couple of options. 

One: we can look up to Semmel-
weis as someone who developed 
the groundwork for understanding 
that “germs” caused many illness-
es, persisting as long as he was able 
in the fight to get his theories im-
plemented. Dr. Bonnie Henry, Dr. 
Theresa Tam, Dr. Anthony Fauci 
and other health officials who pre-
scribe rigid regulations to prevent 
the spread of COVID may remind 
us of Semmelweis. 

But another view is to see him 
as one who battles against the au-
thorities and medical establishment. 
Some who oppose vaccinations, 
masking and/or lockdowns see 
Semmelweis as a sort of David 
fighting the Goliath of “Big Tech, 
Big Media, Big Government and 
Big Pharma.” Typical of this view is 
the Christian Heritage Party (CHP) 
of Canada, whose website contains 
the following analysis: “Microor-
ganisms had not yet been discovered 
but Dr. Semmelweis had instituted 
a scriptural practice [Num. 19:13] 
that has since saved countless lives. 
We all owe him a vote of thanks for 

speaking up when the majority tried 
to silence him.” 

Although the Christian Heritage 
Party of Canada is loud and sincere 
in its opposition to abortion, when 
it comes to safety precautions to 
prevent the spread of a deadly 
disease like COVID, it is strange-
ly conflicted. Some members of 
the CHP march in so-called free-
dom rallies and oppose measures 
to stop the spread of COVID, or 
even deny its existence. I would 
love to hear the Christian Heri-
tage Party switch its emphasis on 
human freedom of choice to one 
that shouts loud and clear that they 
put love of neighbour above per-
sonal freedom. And, as important 
as Semmelweis proved it is, that 
goes beyond hand-washing.

HISTORY IN FICTION

The Cry and the Covenant 
is a fictionalized account 
of Semmelweis’s life by 
Morton Thompson. (It is 
not a pretty story.)

FOR A MIDWEST FARM child, 
Thanksgiving Day, U.S. style, was 
a favorite time of year. Whether 
the bins of corn and canning jars 
were full or not, there was a pause 
from the long, all-hands-on-deck 
work days and family anxiety – 
until winter storms presented new 
threats. Familiar tales of pilgrims 
at Plymouth Rock, Little House on 
the Prairie books, making lists of 
things for which I was thankful, and 
drawing turkeys fostered feelings of 
comfort with my place in the world. 
At church the service was lighter 
on how sinful I was and happier as 
we celebrated God’s blessings on 
hard farm work, with compassion 
for those left behind by storms or 
drought. It all fit with the capital-
istic ethic and well-ordered Re-
formed way of life I was expected 
to absorb. When I moved to Alber-
ta, Thanksgiving Day dinners on a 
family farm in Neerlandia refreshed 
those cultural roots. 

COMPLICATED THANKSGIVING
Kathy Vandergrift  |  kathyvandergrift@rogers.com 

Kathy, a public policy analyst, brings experience in government, social 
justice work and a Master’s Degree in Public Ethics to her reflections.

CULTURAL MYTHS EXPOSED
What happens when life-long learn-
ing pokes big holes in well-loved 
traditions? Through visits to muse-
ums in Minnesota, my birth home, 
and reading Indigenous history 
books, I have learned the truth about 
how immigrant farms contributed 
to pushing Indigenous people fur-
ther north and west. That replaces 
the romantic line or two in pilgrim 
stories about Indigenous people 
sharing corn seeds and know-how 
to help newcomers survive. I find 
myself lamenting that many of the 
good things for which I want to give 
thanks are also evidence of how 
much my culture promoted ways of 
life that harmed Indigenous people 
and Blacks, to my advantage. The 
complicity goes well beyond being 
silent bystanders.  

I’m now alert to how romanti-
cized pioneer stories for girls were 
promoted to reinforce expectations 
of a limited role for women as 

God-ordained. Among the many 
books about Christianity and wom-
en I have read over the years, recent 
books by Kristin Du Mez and Beth 
Allison Barr have made me think 
hard and weep over the ways I have 
propped up instead of challenging a 
culture that hurts women – harms 
I have also endured. I agree when 
Barr says it is time to end the barri-
ers embedded in evangelical church 
culture and set women free. 

Many of the cultural myths that 
shaped my childhood and are sym-
bolized in the traditions of Thanks-
giving Day are manufactured lies 
to shore up a way of life that harms 
others and covers it up. 

GRATITUDE IS DIFFERENT
Knowing more makes for a com-
plicated Thanksgiving Day. I can’t 
go back to discredited myths, but it 
is almost impossible to discard the 
cultural baggage and extract the 
central core of gratitude that remains 
central to a Christian posture toward 
the world. To help me sort through 
the tangle of cultural lies and core 
values, I returned to Margaret Viss-
er’s tome on gratitude, The Gift of 

Thanks. After a journey through the 
cultural history of saying thank you, 
gift-giving and religious practices, 
she probes deeper to show that gen-
uine gratitude includes respect and 
recognition of the other, freedom, 
grace and mutual acceptance as 
equals. Already in 2008 she asserted 
that gratitude should lead to greater 
respect for creation itself and care of 
the environment. 

I don’t know yet what my 
Thanksgiving Day 2021 will look 
like, but I know it will need to in-
clude truth-telling, repentance and 
thanks for the voices who expose 
harmful cultural myths. My list of 
good things will be different – and 
I think God will be pleased. 

BOOKS MENTIONED HERE

Jesus and John Wayne: How 
White Evangelicals Corrupted 
Faith and Fractured a Nation 
by Kristin DuMez (2020)
The Making of Biblical Woman-
hood: How the Subjugation of 
Women Became Gospel Truth 
by Beth Allison Barr (2021) 
The Gift of Thanks: The Roots, 
Persistence, and Paradoxical 
Meanings of a Social Ritual by 
Margaret Visser (2008.)
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A YOUNG COUPLE HAS bought 
the house next door and they’ve 
spent the end of the summer 
taking it apart. I feel as if there 
should be a banner flying some-
where over our street: everything 
must go! Curtain rods and car-
pets, sliding doors, mirrors and 
the bathtub, all the kitchen cab-
inets and the sink and walls and 
plaster and flooring all ripped 
out. A dumpster sits in the street 
outside and it is full of broken 
bits and plaster and a wooden 
banister sticking out at an angle 
like a strange, squint mast.

It’s been a noisy time here.
I understand what they are do-

ing. It’s an old house and feels 
outdated. They are a young cou-

MESSY OCTOBER
Katie Munnik  |  katiemunnik@yahoo.ca

Katie is an Ottawa writer living in Cardiff with her spouse and three growing 
children. You can also find Katie on twitter @messy_table.

ple and want a fresh start and a 
creative project, something they 
can build together. They will 
make the house fresh and clean 
and fill it with their own beautiful 
things, their own precious choic-
es. This is a hopeful, forward-fac-
ing act and I get it. We’re looking 
forward to a house move soon 
ourselves, and all the freshness 
and renewal that it will bring. 

But the change next door is 
difficult because we know how 
much the previous family loved 
the house and, right now, we can 
only see the mess and not yet the 
imagined newness ahead. 

IN THE LETTING GO
These are messy October 

thoughts. There is mess in letting 
go. We see it around us at this time 
of year in the spent and ragged 
leaves, the dark, wet mornings, 
and the tired-out garden. Outside 
my window, the tomato canes 
are yellow and stooped, and the 
last of the beans dried and twist-
ing, rattling in their husks. And 
there’s mud. Shoes and boots and 
pant legs and school bags and so 
much washing. We cut across the 
park on a dark afternoon, and 
the river is high after the rain,  
the grey surface littered with tan-
gled debris.

New will come again. Of 
course, it will. The garden will 
be beautiful, light and lush, and 
I know things need to fall away 
for growth to rise. Though I 
might want to jump ahead to 
fruitfulness, I need - we need to 
get through the mess first. Jesus 
tried to prepare his disciples for 
that. “Unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but 

if it dies, it bears much fruit” 
(John 12:24).

HEAP THE TABLE HIGH!
And in the midst of this messy, 
falling-away season, we come to 
Thanksgiving with perfect tim-
ing. Heap the table high! Cele-
brate the richness of the seasons 
we have passed through and the 
promises of rest and new growth 
ahead. My first child was baptised 
at Thanksgiving 15 years ago. We 
brought her to the church where 
the whole family gathered and 
there, beside the harvest display 
of corn, squash and maple leaves, 
we blessed her and thanked God 
for the birthing work behind me 
and the new work now started 
among us in this new life. And 
then we celebrated with turkey 
dinner and pumpkin pie. 

The cycles of the year are bless-
ings. May they each in turn teach 
us, remind us, and recentre us on 
our work of prayer and praise as 
people who walk in faith. 

IT’S 11 P.M., AND I AM HEADED to bed. Though it is suggested that the 
average family does eight to ten loads of wash each week (spruce.
com), in our home, the washer and dryer run almost continuously 
throughout the day. Due to the specific nature of Rachel and Janneke’s 
needs, we average five loads a day. On this day, I counted at least eight 
loads before closing my eyes for sleep.

Come, Muse, and sing the dreaded washing day.
Ye who beneath the yoke of wedlock bend,
With bowed soul, full well ye ken the day
Which week, smooth sliding after week, brings on
Too soon; for to that day nor peace belongs,
Nor comfort; ere the first grey streak of dawn,
The red-armed washers come and chase repose.

SCRUBBING AND FOLDING
The well-known poem “Washing Day” by Anna Laetitia Barbauld 
(1797) suggests anything but joy with the task of washing the clothes. 
Shortly after the arrival of Janneke, I remember talking with my 
grandmother about the care of our girls. She conveyed her worry over 
how I would manage the laundry, based on her own experience of 
washing by hand and boiling diapers on the stove. Mind you, though 
I do not have the red arms of washing by hand with hot water, I will 
admit that there are days when I am flushed from the process of load-
ing my machines and folding. 

Back in August, both my washing machine and dryer protested their 
work schedule. I explained to our local appliance store that five loads 
a day meant I couldn’t wait the six weeks for the new parts or hang out 
at a local laundromat. I didn’t need fancy buttons or a built-in micro-

THE WASHER LIFE
Sara Pot |  thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story includes daughters Rachel and Janneke 
who are severely disabled but radiate joy and grace.

wave; I just needed some agitation, rinsing, spinning and a little heat. 
Their salesperson then took me to the back of the store and presented 
an offer: a refurbished Maytag set, circa 1991. 

LOVING THROUGH LAUNDRY
Did I really sit down to write about laundry? Yep. Laundry exists. And 
there’s a lot of it in our house. How I see these piles will not change 

whether or not they get clean, but it will change the spirit in which 
I work. In search of a better mindset, I went so far as to read a book 
about a “laundry evangelist,” author Patric Richardson. In his book 
Laundry Love, Richardson writes that caring for your loved ones’ 
clothes is an active way of demonstrating care to your loved ones.

Caregiving takes many forms. Though I don’t believe Rachel and 
Janneke will thank me for doing their laundry, I know this work means so 
much. As a child, I remember meeting disabled adults who had a strong 
smell of body odour and urine. Consequently, as a mom, clean and fresh 

laundry matters, as I send my girls 
to school and into the community.

Support also takes many 
forms. Sometimes it’s exact-
ly what you imagine and other 
times, it surprises you, like a 
vintage washer and dryer. That 
new-to-me set of appliances has 
been stellar since, and I am so 
grateful to have that help. 

FROM DIRTY TO DIGNIFIED
As I work through the new day’s 
loads of wash, I am reminded of 
how the small and seemingly in-
significant things we do each day 
matter. Richardson writes, “Con-
sider how many people around the 
world would welcome the chance 
to wear freshly laundered clothes 
– and just how much dignity that 
offers.” I may not ever love to do 
the laundry, but I’m mindful of the 
gift it offers. 

Caregiving takes many forms.
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SHE RIDES AGAIN!
Heidi VanderSlikke  |  hmvanderslikke@hotmail.com

Heidi lives in Mapleton Township, Ont. Her life and writing centre 
on faith, family and farm life.

LIKE SMALL, DARK CLOUDS dotting the horizon, I should have recognised 
those random twinges as indicators of a bigger issue to come. While riding 
my motorcycle last year I noticed odd little surges of pains now and then 
in my hips. Our last few rides in the autumn began to feel quite awkward, 
as if the bike had become too big for me, especially with stops and starts.

“It’s just because we haven’t ridden as much as usual this year,” said 
Jack. Maybe. COVID had squashed any long distance trips. Even local 
rides were limited. How far can you go when you can’t get a cup of 

coffee or use a public washroom? 
Was I simply out of practice?

Winter winds blew away all 
thoughts of riding for several 
months. No trip to Florida either. 
In the spring I tugged the dust 
cover off my bike and swung my 
leg over the seat. The sudden pain 
took my breath away. I winced as 
I dismounted. What was that?!

I hadn’t experienced any 
problems with walking or 
working. I’ve never been good 
at sitting anyway. But now it hurt 
even to ride as Jack’s passenger. I 
called the doctor.

X-rays revealed moderate 
arthritis had set in. Pushing down 
the self-pity, I prayed, signed up 
for physiotherapy and did the 
exercises three times a day. Often 
I sat on the bike, lowering and 
lifting my feet. It helped. A couple 
of times I rode around the yard, 
but going out on the road wasn’t 
safe. You can’t anticipate every 
stop sign in fear of pain.

My beautiful bike collected dust. 
Jack rode occasionally by himself. 
It was a sweet sadness, filled with so 
many wonderful memories of riding 

over the last fifteen years. Together 
we had travelled through mountain 
ranges, along rivers and lakes, out 
to the Maritimes and down to the 
Florida Keys. We both longed to 
continue those adventures.

ON THE HIGHWAY 
“What about a Can-Am?” he said 
one day at supper.

“A Spyder?” I said, “Let me 
think about it.”

A few days later we wandered 
into the showroom. Like 
Goldilocks visiting the Three 
Bears, I sat on one bike after 
another. Too big. Too fancy. Too 
expensive. “Do you have any 
smaller models?” I asked. The 
salesman took us upstairs to the 
used inventory.

My eyes locked on a flashy tri-
colour machine – black, orange 
and white, with straight pipes. 
Bold letters adorned the rear 
fender: WARRIOR. I hopped on. 
“Now, this is comfortable!” I said.

Jack shook his head and 
laughed. Something about the 
loud exhaust, a few dents and the 
in-your-face decal told him the 

unit hadn’t been gently used. 
“Try that one,” he said, pointing 

to a shiny black beauty a few feet 
away. 

“Oh, that’s pretty,” I said. 
Before long I was signing a sales 
contract. 

For a week I practised riding 
around the yard. A Spyder handles 
differently than a motorbike. But 
it’s So. Much. Fun. And it has a 
reverse gear! Out on the highway 
for the first time I worked up 
through the gears and practically 
shattered Jack’s helmet radio with 
my loud, “Yahoo!”

Do I miss my Triumph? Yes. 
(My son bought it, so it’s still 
in the family.) I’m not happy 
that my two-wheeled days are 
over. However, God often uses 
disappointments in life to put 
things into perspective and to 
teach valuable lessons. When we 
don’t get what we want, it reminds 
us that we don’t call the shots. 
Problems can inspire perseverance 
and flexibility. And there’s always 
something to be thankful for – like 
fond memories, new ideas and 
anti-inflammatory meds. 

DID YOU SEE HOW QUICKLY THE COVID-19 vaccines were developed? 
Vaccine approval is a complex process, but these vaccines made it through 
in record time. It shows what can be done when the world comes together 
around a deadly medical problem; these are among the safest and best 
reviewed vaccines we have. The research community and our government 
agencies deserve praise for how carefully and efficiently they handled the 
approval process.

One essential step in research is clinical trials. The current vaccines 
are not available for those under 12 because we don’t yet have results 
from clinical trials involving children. But even before a clinical trial 
can start, approval for the research design needs to come from an 
ethical oversight committee. Ethics review committees follow inter-
national standards such as the Helsinki Declaration, or, in Canada, the 
Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research Involv-
ing Humans, a 231-page document. Researchers in Canada complete 
a course and take a test on this document before they can carry out 
research on humans (animal research has a parallel ethical approv-
al process). I want to touch on a few fundamental principles in this 
ethical framework, all close to Christian ethics: respect for persons, 
concern for welfare, and justice.

WELL-DESIGNED STUDIES
Respect for persons follows from the commandment to love our neigh-
bour. One way researchers respect participants is by ensuring free, in-
formed and ongoing consent. Research must be clearly explained so 
that individuals can understand the implications of participating. Ex-
planations must be sensitive to the participant’s educational level and 

RESEARCH & ETHICS
Rudy Eikelboom  | reikelboom@wlu.ca

Rudy, who has completed his ethics test, is a pastoral elder at 
Waterloo Christian Reformed Church and a retired psychology 
professor.

base knowledge. As our research 
has advanced, however, informed 
consent forms have become more 
complex and detailed, making ex-
planations more difficult. Consent 
is not a one-time event but contin-
ued throughout the study. Consent 
is complicated by situations where 
the participant is incapable of pro-
viding proper informed consent, 
such as research with children or 
individuals who have dementia. 
In such cases, we require consent 
from the person responsible for 
the individual’s well-being. Ad-
ditionally, the child must consent 
to their level of understanding; a 
toddler’s understanding is different 
from a preteen’s (a point also made 
about children’s participation in the 
Lord’s Supper).

Concern for welfare means 
avoiding harm to individuals and 
ensuring that studies are well de-
signed to provide useful informa-
tion. It also speaks to what happens 
in clinical research to participants 
who do not receive the new treat-
ment – the control condition. To see 
if the treatment works, there needs 
to be a control condition. 

For a COVID-19 vaccine study, 
the control group may receive no 
treatment or a placebo (a sugar 
pill). In situations where there 

already is a standard treatment, 
the control should usually be the 
current gold-standard treatment: 
is the new treatment better than 
the current best treatment. If the 
current best treatment is com-
plex, there may be disagreement 
on how this control condition 
should be treated. In this situa-
tion, the advice of independent 
bodies like ethics review boards 
becomes essential.

Justice requires that people are 
treated fairly and equitably. For 
example, if the treatment proves 
effective, participants in the control 
condition should have the oppor-
tunity to receive it after the study 
ends. Researchers should follow 

up with participants. Sometimes 
this means working with a whole 
community, beyond the actual 
study participants. If any benefits 
result from the study, participants 
should share in these.

I am intrigued that these eth-
ical requirements are similar to 
Christian moral principles. As we 
all know, living up to our Chris-
tian ethical responsibilities is 
something we aspire to but rarely 
reach. Likewise, researchers try 
but sometimes fail to meet their 
study’s ethical requirements. Let 
us pray that scientists do not take 
ethical shortcuts as we take advan-
tage of the research that brought us 
the COVID-19 vaccines.  

Vaccine development and approval in Canada

Review and approval 
of vaccines

Scientific Review Approval 

Clinical Trials

Scientists conduct 
lab and animal 
studies before 
testing on humans

10s of 
volunteers

1000s of 
volunteers

Phase I 
•  Is the vaccine safe?
•  What is a safe
 dose?
•  Are there any side
 effects?

100s of 
volunteers

Phase II 
•  How well does
 the vaccine work?
•  Is it safe on a
 larger number
 of people?
•  Safest and most 
 effective dose?

Phase III
•  Does the vaccine 
 prevent disease?
•  What are the side
 effects?

Teams of Health 
Canada experts 
conduct a thorough 
and independent 
review of all vaccine 
data *

Distribution Vaccination 

Health Canada 
approves a vaccine 
if it is safe, it works, 
it meets 
manufacturing 
standards, and 
the benefits 
outweigh the risks 

Exploratory Preclinical Application

Scientists develop 
a potential vaccine 

Manufacturer 
submits application 
to Health Canada 
for review

Ongoing Monitoring 
and Review 

Continuous monitoring 
and review to confirm 
the safety of the 
vaccine, and that 
benefits outweigh risks

Vaccine 
development 

All Canadians have 
access to the vaccine 

* For COVID-19 vaccines, Health Canada is using a fast-tracked process that allows manufacturers to submit data as it becomes available,
   and for Health Canada experts to start the review process right away. Vaccines will only be authorized once we have all necessary evidence.

Governments coordinate 
the purchase, logistics 
and distribution of 
vaccines across Canada

Heidi on her new bike.
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As face-to-face Sunday services 
are beginning to happen again 
throughout the country, so too 
will Sunday School/Children’s 
Worship recommence. This re-
calls a long-ago Sunday School 
teaching experience.

“COME ON BOB, how hard can 
it be to teach a group of three- 
year-olds?”

Thus spoke my wife as I got 
off the phone and mentioned my 
reservations about agreeing to 
help a church friend who called 
to ask if I would teach her Sun-
day school class that Sunday as 
she wasn’t feeling well.

Jean’s husband dropped off 

IN THANKS TO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TEACHERS

Bob Bruinsma  |  bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Bob has three grand-children with whom to refine his 
craft-making skills (as long as they never involve the use of 
cotton balls and Elmer’s glue).

the Sunday School lesson ma-
terial that evening. It was based 
on Psalm 23 and was titled, 
“God’s little lambs.” The lesson 
would start by telling the little 
kids about a shepherd looking 
after his sheep and protecting 
them from harm and danger just 
as Jesus looks after us. Pretty 
basic, I thought, and easy to tell 
dramatically.

Next came a craft that con-
sisted of supplied outlines of 
little lambs on tag-board sheets. 
There was a requirement for 
cutting out the lamb figures, 
writing each child’s name on 
one side of it, and then gluing 
balls of cotton baton on the 

other side. Thus, each of God’s 
little human lambs would have 
a craft to proudly show their 
parents after the service. By the 
way, did I mention that this re-
quest and my acquiescence hap-
pened shortly after I was mar-
ried, before I had any children 
of my own, and that my teach-
ing experience was limited to 
teaching high school science?

I think you can see where this 
is going.

A FEW SURPRISES
Sunday arrived and I carefully 
set up my supplies in the three-
year-olds Sunday School room 
and waited for the little lambs 
to arrive. Soon, about 12 of 
them showed up with bright and 
eager faces. I wowed them with 
my story-telling skill (though I 
think I went on a little too long), 
and then told them (only once) 
about the fun craft we would do. 

I did not know that three-year-
olds need lots of repetition. I did 
not know that three-year-olds 

do not know how to use scis-
sors. I did not know that three-
year-olds are not very good at 
squeezing only small amounts of 
Elmer’s glue on balls on cotton 
batting. I had no idea of how to 
get glue-soaked cotton balls off 
little fingers and onto tag-board 
cut outs. I had no idea of how 
easily glue gets into kids’ hair 
and messes up little girls’ pretty 
Sunday dresses. I had no idea 
how easily little lambs cry when 
things go horribly wrong. I had 
no idea how upset some parents 
would be upon retrieving their 
glue-encrusted, sticky children, 
some of whom had more cotton 
batting on various parts of their 
anatomy than on their little lamb 
cut-outs. 

Thus ended my career as a 
Sunday School teacher and why 
I now wish to thank and honour 
all of you who faithfully, vali-
antly, patiently and creatively 
minister to God’s little lambs, 
of all ages, in Sunday Schools 
everywhere. God bless you. 

CANADIAN ANTI-VACCINATION activists have been throwing a tantrum. 
They’ve been blockading hospitals. During the election they were 

throwing gravel at political events. Yelling and swearing at candidates. 
Vandalizing candidates’ personal property and election signs. 

They say it’s because they’ve been “pushed too far.” They say that 
the government is limiting freedom. They claim they want to be left 
alone, but they’re often in your face, demanding to be taken seriously. 
It’s late in 2021 – almost two years into the global COVID pandemic 
that has killed almost five million worldwide – and some people still 
don’t think it’s real or that science can be trusted. How did we get to 
this place? 

It started almost as soon as the vaccines rolled out. 

LIMITS AND LIBERTY
A lot of us got pretty emotional when we got vaccinated. We t 
ook selfies. We texted our friends. We were happy. Because we 
thought it meant a return to normalcy. But the vaccine-hesitant folks 
weren’t so sure. A lot of smart people in health care explained and took  
time to discuss and debate with them. Some of the hesitant came around. 
But not enough. So, to improve vaccination rates, governments intro-
duced vaccine passports. Lots more hesitant people got vaccinated. In 
every place that has introduced vaccine passports, the result has been a 
sudden uptick in vaccinations – including here in Canada. 

If you believe vaccines save lives, and if you know that vaccine 
requirements raise vaccination rates, and if you want unvaccinated 
children to be better protected, and if you want to keep the ICUs free 
for use by cancer patients and other vulnerable people, then vaccine 
passports are a no-brainer – and no different from any other regulation 
designed to protect health. 

THE ANTIVAX TANTRUM
Lloyd Rang |  lloyd@lloydrang.com

Lloyd works in communications and is a member of Rehoboth 
CRC in Bowmanville, Ont.

If you don’t believe/trust the evidence around vaccines, remember 
that vaccinations are not compulsory – you can still choose to not 
get a vaccine, it simply means that you’re opting out of certain ac-
tivities. Similar to how we changed the health rules around smoking 
in restaurants – you can still smoke; you just can’t blow it in my face 
when I’m trying to eat. Liberty always comes with such limits. 

But you can’t tell that to an antivaxxer activist. In fact, there’s very little 
you can tell them. 

FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY
On Facebook and on Twitter, very few of us are still engaging with them 
anymore because there’s no point. And they’re mad about that. The coun-
try is moving on without them. And they’re mad about that. Governments 
are making legislation that protects people’s health – and they’re mad 
about that, too.

That’s been the consistent message from this group since the pan-
demic started. It’s a group whose only position with everything since 
this pandemic started is “I don’t wanna.” Like a toddler yelling before 
nap time. Nothing more complex or noble than that – just a group of 

people who think freedom is the 
right to do whatever they want, 
and who would rather believe 
complex conspiracies than em-
brace a simple truth: that free-
dom to do as we choose is al-
ways balanced with the respon-
sibility we share to each other. 
I’m glad a lot of hesitant 
folks have come around late-
ly. That’s great and it takes 
guts. And they deserve thanks. 
But the antivax activist crowd – 
they’re not going to come around 
any time soon. They’ve confused 
their passion for their ideas with 
the correctness of their ideas. 
Their hatred of certain politicians 
and leaders with their own superi-
or moral authority. They’re mad – 
beyond reason – and they’re going 
to continue holding onto junk sci-
ence and propaganda and misin-
formation and the latest meme be-
cause the alternative – that they’ve 
been duped – is too hard to accept. 

The antivaxxer activists know 
that there is no more debate. No 
more pretending all opinions are 
equal. No more polite indulg-
ing of their latest hare-brained 
meme or YouTube video. Most 
of us are just quietly moving 
on. While these folks are stamp-
ing their feet and calling names. 
Let’s hope the tantrum passes 
soon.
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What follows is taken from an 
interview I had with James Eg-
linton, a senior lecturer at the 
University of Edinburgh and au-
thor of a new biography about 
Herman Bavinck.

DEREK: Who was Bavinck and 
why the renewed interest in him?
JAMES: Herman Bavinck (1854-
1921) was a Dutch Reformed 
theologian. In the century since 
his death, he has primarily been 
known for his work in dogmat-
ics. His magnum opus, the four 
volume Reformed Dogmatics, 
is now widely recognized as a 
modern classic, available in a 
range of languages.

In his own lifetime, though, he 
was something of a polymath. 
Alongside what we might con-
ventionally imagine as “theolo-
gy,” he produced high level works 
in psychology, pedagogy, literary 

WHO WAS HERMAN 
BAVINCK?

Derek Schuurman  |  derek@calvin.edu

Derek teaches at Calvin University. A longer version of this 
interview appeared in the Christian Scholar’s Review blog.

criticism, travel writing, ethics 
and biography. Alongside his 
writings, he also turned his hand 
to a broad range of activities: he 
led a political party for two years 
and served as a Member of Par-
liament for a decade, edited a na-
tional newspaper and filled many 
column inches, and campaigned 
for women’s voting rights and 
better education for girls.

Interest in his life and work 
has grown exponentially since 
the completion of the English 
translation of his Reformed Dog-
matics in 2008. Since then, he 
has become the standard “go to” 
theologian in (particularly Re-
formed) seminaries and theolog-
ical faculties across the world. 
While it is true that he has only 
gained wide name recognition 
recently, those in the know have 
been championing his cause for 
a long time.

DEREK: What resources can be 
found in Bavinck’s works that 
might be helpful for people out-
side the discipline of theology?
JAMES: Part of Bavinck’s sig-
nificance lies in his commitment 
to Christianity as a catholic faith. 
While one aspect of that catho-
licity deals with its global char-
acter – as a faith that takes root 
in whichever cultural soil it is 
planted – another significant as-
pect concerns its nature as a faith 
for all of life. It is catholic, or 
universal, in scope and address-
es human life in its entirety. Just 
as sin has corrupted every part 
of human life, Bavinck insisted, 
the gospel is good news for all of 
life: it reforms everything.

DEREK: What insights from 
Bavinck might be helpful to in-
form our work with modern tech-
nology?
JAMES: Readers are often drawn 
to Bavinck because of the rich-
ness of his theology of culture, 
which is an extension of his 
doctrine of creation. Because he 
viewed culture as a basic given 
within the created realm – or stat-
ed differently, culture is some-
thing that humans produce by 

being human together – Bavinck 
had no reason to show the kind of 
uneasy ambivalence or ambigui-
ty towards culture that we see in 
much of the history of evangeli-
calism. Rather, he approached it 
in a lively, doctrinally illuminated 
way: culture is to be understood 
in the light of creation, common 
grace, sin and redemption. It was 
not something to be worshipped 
or to be cast off as demonic. His 
views on modern technology fit 
within this broader handling of 
culture, because technology is 
part of culture.

Bavinck inherited a love for 
modern technology from his fa-
ther, who marveled at the inven-
tion of the steam engine, and its 
power in making him reimagine 
both space and time (and how 
quickly he could move around his 
world). Herman’s own writings 
with modern technology are typ-
ically holistic: in his later years, 
for example, we find him think-
ing through the consequences 
of a new invention, the washing 
machine, on his theology of the 
family in society. If technolog-
ical advance meant that the ev-
eryday tasks involved in running 
a home—like keeping a family 

clothed and fed—suddenly be-
came much less labour intensive, 
family life, and by consequence, 
society, would very quickly 
change. He was attuned to those 
issues. At that point, he seems to 
shift from a ‘tool making’ view of 
technology, to seeing technologi-
cal advance as perhaps becoming 
something that reshapes human 
social structures.

DEREK: Thank you for taking 
time to share these insights! I am 
grateful for scholars like yourself 
who can help us re-discover some 
of the treasures in Bavinck. 

ART LINKLETTER ASKED CHILDREN QUESTIONS. He concluded “kids say 
the darndest things.” 

Do we ask enough questions? Questions play different roles. Questions 
investigate, inquire, interrogate. Questions expose need, attitudes, under-
standing, misunderstanding, interpretation and inconsistencies. Questions 
can challenge, express frustration or curiosity, create agreement, or show 
disagreement. Questions create interaction, discussion, relationships. 
Good questions invite. Do you like getting questions?

CONVERSATION
When meeting a new person, I enjoy a balance in the questions and an-
swers, so that I do not feel like an interviewer, nor do I feel interrogated. 
Some people have more output than input. Sometimes reporters question 
to trap more than report.

A problem in teaching is putting the answer before the question. Stu-
dents often look only for answers, and teachers like to provide answers. 
When I taught Catechism, I reminded myself to teach the question before 
introducing the answer. The church is often seen as giving answers with 
no room for questions. Good teachers coax questions from their students.

JESUS’ QUESTIONS
Jesus was a master questioner. It started very early in his life. The first thing 
we hear Jesus say in the Gospel of Luke, at the age of 12, is “Why were 
you searching for me? Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 

THE ART OF QUESTIONS
Tom Wolthuis  |  tomwolthuis@gmail.com

Tom  is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church and the Direc-
tor of Geneva Campus Ministry at the University of Iowa. He has a 
series of podcasts on reading scripture at genevaui.podbean.com.

(2:49). Luke tells us that Jesus’ par-
ents found him “sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and ask-
ing them questions” (2:46). Luke 
ends his Gospel with the wonderful 
questions on the road to Emmaus.

In the Gospel of John Jesus’ first 
words are the seemingly innocent, 
but profound, question of two of 
the Baptist’s disciples, “What do 
you want?” (1:37) Jesus asks Nico-
demus, the teacher, why he does 
not understand (3:10). He opens a 
conversation with the Samaritan 
woman by asking for a drink (4:7). 
Jesus asks the cripple whether he 
wants to get well (5:6), the disciples 
whether they want to leave (6:67), 
Martha whether she believes in 
resurrection and life in the pres-
ence of her brother’s death (11:26), 

the disciples whether they under-
stand the foot-washing (13:12), and 
three times whether Peter loves him 
(21:15-17). Jesus asked questions 
to expose misunderstanding and to 
create belief.

In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus 
asks tough questions that are often 
left unanswered. In the storm he 
asks, “Why are you so afraid?” 
(8:26). Again, he asks Peter, “Why 
did you doubt?” (14:31). He often 
challenges the Jewish leaders 
whether they knew their own Scrip-
tures, “Haven’t you read?” (12:3, 5; 
19:4, 21:16, 21:42, 22:31-32). 

In both Matthew and Mark 
Jesus ends asking the most haunt-
ing question of God, not of us, but 
for us. It is a question so profound 
and striking that it was kept in the 
original Aramaic, “’Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?’ (Which means ‘My 
God, my God, why have you for-
saken me?’)” (Matthew 27:46, 
Mark15:34).

QUESTIONING
It is good to question. We question 
to learn. We question to question. 
We can honestly seek informa-
tion or challenge falsehood. We 

can question God like the Psalm-
ist, whom Jesus quotes in his last 
words from the cross (Psalm 22), 
which expresses the pain of the 
many laments. We can question 
God like Job when disasters hap-
pen that we do not understand, but 
then we must also let God respond 
with his questions (Job 38-41). 

Listen to Jesus’ questions. What 
do you want? (John 1:18). Why 
are you so afraid? (Matt. 8:26). 
Why did you doubt? (Matt. 14:31). 
Have you understood all these 
things? (Matt. 13:51). Who do you 
say that I am? (Matt. 16:15). Have 
you not read? (Matt. 22:31). Do 
you love me? (John 21:15-17).

LISTENING
When asking, follow the advice 
of wisdom. Listen. “Let the wise 
listen and add to their learning” 
(Prov. 1:5). As James counsels, 
“Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to 
become angry” (1:19). The art of 
listening comes from the art of 
questions. Ask questions and you 
may conclude that God and his im-
age bearers say the darndest holiest 
things. Any questions? 
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info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen  5529 Regional Rd. #81

 Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199

Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com
DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

BAKKER
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
     1 Keefer Road

  St. Catharines ON  L2M 6K4
Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

East of Lock 1 - on site parking
905-688-9352

Albert J Bakker 

Serving Beamsville 
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

 Jerry Gerritsen  5529 Regional Rd. #81

 Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3

            Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

Hulse & English
Funeral Home

75 Church St.  St. Catharines
905-684-6346  - 24 Hours

hulseandenglish.com
 Holly Rousseau - Managing Director

Serving the community over150 years

RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
We specialize in 

DUTCH FOOD / CHEESE / 
CHOCOLATE / TEXTILES & GIFTS

579 Ontario St., St. Catharines ON L2N 4N8
Fax: 905-934-3344      905-934-6454

ramakersimports@bellnet.ca
ramakersimports.com

GARY VAN EYK CPA,CMA 
  Chartered Professional Accountant
  Accounting - Tax - Financial Consulting

201- 50 Lakeport Rd.,
           St. Catharines ON L2N 4P7

 Ph: 905-646-7331     Fax: 905-646-0951

E-mail: gary@garyvaneyk.ca

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
 Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

           meesterinsurance.com

The business directory ads are 2.4068 by 1.6708 inches - can that be 
simplified? 
Will send individually and also greyscale ones in proper .pdfs when I 
know these are ok.  
They are currently for the second issue of the month but can put 4 in one 
issue and 4 in another or so when there are two issues in the month.

European Deli and Gifts
118 Wyndham St. N. Guelph

519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton

905-383-2981

I N S U R A N C E  C E N T R E
MEESTER

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life

Meester 
Insurance Centre

o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299     
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599 
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

CC EMAIL NEWSLETTER
Stay updated between print issues by signing 
up for CC's free email newsletter, sent every 
Monday. Email maaike@christiancourier.ca 
or visit our website to subscribe!

ADVERTISE WITH CC
Share your message with CC’s readers! 

Upcoming issues & ad deadlines: 
November 8th, ad deadline: October 20th
December 13th, ad deadline: November 24th 
January 10th, ad deadline: December 22nd   

Find more information and submit 
your ad at christiancourier.ca/advertise
Or email: ads@christiancourier.ca

800.267.8890 ext. 217  or  info@csservices.ca

CALL
TODAY

THE CSS WILL VISIT SERVICE

for a clear picture of 
how we can help you!

Schedule your appointment today

CSS annually helps hundreds of Christians prepare their Will
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VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE WWW.LINKCHARITY.CA 
OR CALL 1-800-387-8146 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Gift Planning
. . . simplified

GUARANTEED LIFETIME INCOME AND GREAT GIFTS TO YOUR CHARITIES
Link Charity has issued $7 million in new Charitable Gift Annuity agreements in the last 22 
months. With a dramatic drop in interest rates recently, these life income guaranteed rates 
are looking better than ever! Link Charity is now the leading issuer of the Charitable Gift 
Annuity in Canada.

HERE ARE SOME SAMPLE RATES OF CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES
Based on a single life $100,000.00 and payable quarterly. Smaller agreements in the 
$20,000.00 range are available also, but Canada Revenue Agency builds in some extra ex-
pense and requires Link Charity to reduce the payment a little. 

EXACT RATES SEPTEMBER 22 - SEPTEMBER 29 IN THE CHART  
Joint Life agreements would pay less but would pay as long as either of the two people are living. 

You can estimate a payment rate if your age is between the samples listed. An accurate quota-
tion is available for you, confidentially, and without obligation. Call Harry Houtman today!

MALE FEMALE

Donor Age 87 8.87% 8.66%

Donor Age 82 7.67% 7.40%

Donor Age 78 6.93% 6.65%

Donor Age 72 6.07% 5.61%

Age means a birthday anytime during 
the calendar year for that age.

Some or all the income would be 
completely tax free.

GROEN, John and Nell
With thanksgiving to the Lord we celebrated 
the 65th anniversary of our parents John and 
Nell Groen this past September. From class-
mates in Broek op Langedijk, service in ten 
CRCs from coast to coast, to retirement in 
Holland Christian Homes, they have modeled 
faithfulness while in their 90's! Love from 
your children and grandchildren!

Send correspondence to: 1103 Peace Tower, 7900 McLaughlin Rd, Brampton, L6Y 5A7

ANNIVERSARY

Christmas Assistance
In past years, the Committee Netherlands Bazaar sent out Christmas food par-
cels. However due to COVID-19, we have decided to instead, once again, send out 
Food Gift certificates equivalent to the retail value of our annual food parcels. 

The Committee “Netherlands Bazaar” is depending on your cooperation to suc-
cessfully identify those families of Dutch heritage in Ontario who will receive 
this assistance.  If you know of any such family, we need to hear from you be-
fore Friday, November 12, 2021.

If you would like to receive an Application Form to be completed, or have ques-
tions, please email us at: committee@netherlandsbazaar.com or call:  
Gé Spaans 905-477-1243 or Jannie Thomas 416-498-8706.

Please mail all completed Application Forms by Friday, November 12th, 2021 
to: Mrs. G. Spaans, Committee “Netherlands Bazaar”, 420 William Graham 
Drive, Suite 416, Aurora ON L4G 1X4.

Your assistance in reaching these Ontario families in real need is very much 
appreciated.

OOuurr  eennhhaanncceedd  sseerrvviicceess  ffeeaattuurree  
tthhrreeee  CChheeff  pprreeppaarreedd  mmeeaallss  ppeerr  ddaayy,,  wweeeekkllyy    
hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg,,  ffllaatt  llaauunnddrryy  sseerrvviiccee,,  aa  ffuullll    
aaccttiivviittyy  pprrooggrraamm,,  sscchheedduulleedd  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn    
aanndd  aann  eemmeerrggeennccyy  rreessppoonnssee  ssyysstteemm  

  

wwwwww..MMaarrttiinnddaalleePPllaaccee..ccoomm        ||        ffaacceebbooookk..ccoomm//MMaarrttiinnddaalleePPllaaccee  

IINNDDEEPPEENNDDEENNTT  LLIIVVIINNGG  
LLiiffee  LLeeaassee  &&  MMoonntthhllyy  RReennttaallss  

wwiitthh  EEnnhhaanncceedd  SSeerrvviicceess  

CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  @@  ((990055))  998888--99441144  
  accommodations@martindaleplace.com  

11112288  VVaannssiicckkllee  RRooaadd  NNoorrtthh,,  SStt..  CCaatthhaarriinneess  



@ChrCourier ChrCourier CHRISTIANCOURIER.CA      |    OCTOBER 11, 2021    23

Classifieds

OBITUARIES

JOBS

SENIOR MINISTER (FULL TIME)
Knox Presbyterian Church (Toronto, Canada) is seeking a bold, visionary and relatable lead-
er who, working with elders, and through staff and trustees, will renew the vibrancy of Knox 
post-pandemic and inspire all to embrace a shared vision. Knox is a member congregation of The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. Founded in 1820, we are a storied church, an urban, evangelical 
and Reformed community with an emphasis on expository preaching, local and global missions, 
and intercessory prayer. Located next to the University of Toronto’s downtown campus, Knox is 
pursuing its mission of ‘Following Jesus, Loving the City, Serving the World.’ Our congregation 
is multicultural, multi-ethnic and intergenerational. Worship at Knox is rooted in the Reformed 
tradition while finding contemporary expressions, both musically and liturgically. Interested can-
didates are asked to review the job description and congregational profile at https://www.knoxto-
ronto.org/work-with-us, and contact the Rev Stephen Kendall, Interim Moderator, at skendall@
presbyterian.ca (416-441-1111 x227). Closing date for applications is October 29, 2021. 
 
FULL-TIME MINISTER 
Monarch Reformed Church 
We are a congregation of the Reformed Churches of America based in Monarch, Al-
berta. We are seeking a full-time minister to shepherd our church with solid, inspiring, 
Christ-centered Biblical preaching.
We would like you to be self-motivated and compassionate with a passion for nurturing 
spiritual growth and pastoral care for our members. We are a diverse group and would need 
you to relate well with all ages.
We desire to grow spiritually and with God’s help and yours, numerically so that we can do 
the work of God’s kingdom in our community and around the world. Your ability to be a 
visionary and encourage vision in others will be instrumental in meeting this goal.
If you feel God’s call to this posting, please reply with your resume and references to:
Mrs. Barb Harbers 
11 Blackfoot Rd. W 
Lethbridge, AB T1K 7P6 
Email: gbm3@shaw.ca 
Phone: 403-894-5320 

VAN HARTEN, Henk
“The Lord is my light and my salvation.”
Henk was the eldest of eleven children born to Leendert and Gri-
etje Van Harten. He was drafted into the Dutch Army in 1946. To 
prevent their two oldest sons from going to Indonesia, Henk’s par-
ents decided to immigrate to Canada. Henk and his brother went 
first. They boarded the troop ship Kota Inten and, after a stormy 
crossing of the Atlantic, arrived at Pier 21 on April 18, 1948. The 

rest of the Van Harten family arrived in Canada the following month. Henk’s parents pur-
chased the Manor Farm in 1949.
Henk tried his hand at various jobs before making the big decision to further his education. 
He was 35, married, and had three young children when, in 1962, he moved his family to 
Ridgetown in order to attend Western Ontario Agricultural School. The dust of immigration 
finally settled in 1965, when Henk accepted a management position with Spruceleigh Farms 
in Brantford. He would work there until he retired.
When Henk was not attending evening meetings of the church, the Christian school, or the 
CLAC, he and his wife, Aukje, usually read or played Scrabble.
Henk left us to be with his Lord and Saviour on August 24, 2021, at the age of 94.
Predeceased by his loving wife Aukje “Audrey” (nee: Vanderlaan), his sisters Anne, Gre-
ta, Joeke, Nelly, and his brother Roel, Henk will be dearly missed by his children Leonard 
(Grace), Carl (Ann), and Herma (Dale), his grandchildren Meagan (Peter), Michelle (Joe), 
Candice (Aaron), Rachel (Aron), Heather (Steve), Hank (Caitlin), Emily (Aaron), Ian, Jonah 
(Sarah), Jill (Tyler), and great grandchildren Phillip, Mia, Juno, David, Anna, Benjamin, Fe-
lix, Hezekiah, Millie, Asher, Micah, Ethan, Layla, and Axel.
A private graveside service was held at Mt. Hope Cemetery on September 9, 2021. A Cele-
bration of Life/Memorial Service followed at Hope Christian Reformed Church. In lieu of 
flowers, donations in memory of Henk can be made to Operation Smile. Donations and con-
dolences are available online at www.hillandrobinson.com.

VANDER BOOM, Rensje (Renee)
July 22, 1945 – August 29, 2021
Following a courageous and valiant battle with pancreatic cancer, 
Rensje (Renee) (née Schuurman) Vander Boom, 76, went to be 
with her Heavenly Father on August 29th, 2021, with her loving 
family by her side.
Renee was born July 22, 1945, in Groningen, the Netherlands, 
immigrating to Canada in 1953, and to the United States in 1991. 

The second of three children, she was predeceased by her parents, Derk and Trientje Schuur-
man, and her younger sister Trudy Schuurman.  Renee is survived by her loving and caring 
husband, Theo Vander Boom, with whom she just celebrated their 52nd wedding anniversary 
on August 23rd.  Their years together were blessed with four children: Teresa Vander Boom 
(Tim Speer), Mark Vander Boom (Elizabeth), David Vander Boom (Liz), and Karen Karivelil 
(Tomson).  One of her greatest joys was being Oma to her seven grandchildren: Josie, Theo, 
Elise, Luke, Andrew, Stella, and Frances. She was eagerly anticipating the arrival of her 
eighth grandchild in February of 2022.  She is also survived by her brother John Schuurman 
(Nellie), and numerous nieces and nephews.
Renee loved making road trips with her husband, and never passed up an opportunity to travel, vis-
iting all 50 states, countless countries, and six of the seven continents.  When not traveling, Renee 
enjoyed reading, classical music (especially Bach organ), playing piano, crocheting, cross-stitch-
ing, and Pilates.  She joined many choirs over the years, including a performance at Carnegie Hall 
and a tour of Dutch churches. She faithfully served as an ESOL teacher for over twenty years at 
Dunwoody Baptist Church, using her firsthand experiences to assist other immigrants.
Renee was an active church member in several Christian Reformed congregations and was 
most recently a member of First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta. She was thankful for the 
community of believers and prayer partners who supported her in her battle and grateful to 
friends and neighbors who provided companionship, meals, transportation, and love.
A great friend to many, Renee will be lovingly missed by family and friends alike.
A Service of Witness to the Resurrection and Celebration of Life was held on September 3 at 
First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, with interment in the Memorial Garden of the church.
Condolences can be sent to 3774 Wedgewood Chase, Peachtree Corners, GA  30092 or  
theovb4@gmail.com.

Holiday accommodation in Holland with vehicle rentals and tours.   chestnut-
lane.nl

VACATION

VELTHUIZEN, Peta (nee Verkerk)
October 4, 1931 – August 28, 2021
Our precious mother, Peta Velthuizen, passed away on Saturday 
evening, August 28, 2021, just four short months following the 
death of her beloved husband, Dirk Velthuizen.
Peta had a warm smile and a caring heart. She devoted her life to 
her family, home, and community near and far. We, her family, 
are proud of her work for Amnesty International, her countless 

hours of knitting for care packages, for her skills in sewing and gardening and her love for 
beauty. She and Dirk enjoyed camping, canoeing, hiking and playing TOK with friends.
Peta cherished her three sisters, who live in Holland. She is survived by two, Marrie and 
Bea, and will be overjoyed to be reunited in heaven with her sister Gerda.
Peta is survived by her children, Dirk, Geraldine, Bart, Andrea, Marlene, Tim and their 
partners, 15 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren.
We love and will miss you, Mom.
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS IN ONTARIO ARE HURTING from the lack of 
public funding for COVID 19 relief. To keep their students safe, indi-
vidual schools are footing the bill – where they are able. 

That’s why Woodland Christian High School in Breslau, Ontario, is 
part of a group of three independent schools taking the Ontario gov-
ernment to court over the funding denied independent schools during 
the ongoing pandemic. The other schools in the suit are Toronto Che-
der – an Orthodox Jewish day school – and Metropolitan Preparatory 
Academy – a non-denominational school.

The two-billion-dollar “Safe Return to Class Fund” was announced 
in the summer of 2020 as part of a raft of pandemic support offered 
by the federal government. The amount was determined based on the 
number of students between four and 18 years old – regardless of their 
enrollment status as public or private. But even though the province 
included independent school students in the tally used to determine 
the allotment of Ontario’s $763 million dollars in federal funding, the 
independent schools received none of those funds.

Independent schools number around 1,500 province-wide, make up 
25 percent of all Ontario schools and serve approximately 150,000 
students. But the province argues that because independent schools 
are not regulated by the Ministry of Education, they have no “legal 
right” to the funds.

“We were happy to participate [in the suit],” John VanPelt, principal 
of Woodland Christian High School, told CC, “because our repeated 
questions to the Ontario Government regarding the costs related to the 
COVID health crisis were completely ignored. The current situation . 
. . impacts all Ontario students, regardless of where they attend school. 
A legal challenge provides one of the few avenues for challenging 
assumptions and policy decisions.” 

If independent Christian schools cannot front the funds needed for 
the unanticipated cost of COVID adaptations, it is the children and 
youth in our communities – already made vulnerable on a slew of 
levels by the pandemic – who suffer most.

RECOGNIZING OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRANSFORMATION
My dad, who recently passed away, enjoyed a lifelong career as princi-
pal of Maxey Boys’ Training School inside a maximum-security prison 
for juvenile offenders near Ann Arbor, Michigan. As a child, I some-
times accompanied him to work. From behind the never-ending stacks 

News

of papers on his desk he recited 
stories, mostly myths, to keep me 
engaged. Most vividly, I remem-
ber the story of Pandora’s box, the 
big container of misery unleashed 
by a person driven, despite the 
risk, to follow her curiosity. 

I recall my dad’s patience as I 
attempted to guess what, under 
all the brokenness, might be at the 
bottom of that box. If you know 
the myth, you know the big reveal 
is somewhat abstract. Beneath a 
hot mess of evil and entropy, is, 
finally, hope. 

Hope. 
What did that mean, exactly?
My dad was an educator to his 

very core. He remained endlessly 
invigorated by the opportunities 
he was given – or created – to 
expand the educational horizons 
of the students in his care. In the 
face of inadequate funding, my 
dad procured a grant that allowed 
him to purchase Commodore 
computers. Suddenly his at-risk 
students had a resource that not 
even the public schools yet had 
– something that would set them 
apart, catapult them into a bright-
er future.

My dad necessarily dealt in 
imbalances and inequalities – his 
students were victims of a society 
in which basic needs like food 
and housing remained inequit-
ably distributed across lines of 
race and class. My dad’s life’s 
work was to try, against all odds, 
to even the score for these kids, to 
transmute a punitive situation into 
a transformational one. 

As an educator, my dad, like 
Pandora, trusted his curiosity 
to lead him toward new ways 
of thinking. Similarly, I wonder 
how we might reimagine what it 
means to set ourselves apart. How 
our schools might lead the way 
in profoundly forward-thinking, 
sustainable educational practices 
and spaces. The time to follow 

EDUCATORS IN A 
DANGEROUS TIME
Three independent Ontario schools challenge 
province over COVID relief funds.  |  Katie Hoogendam

our curiosity in service of our stu-
dents is now. 

COLLABORATION IN 
REAL TIME
While independent schools ad-
vocate in court, the actual chil-
dren themselves are learning and 
playing – some of them in poorly 
ventilated classrooms with scant 
access to the resources needed 
to ensure their health and well-
being. Certainly, we can wait – 
until the funding comes, until the 
directives are in place, until the 
pandemic ends. We can wait, or 
we can collaborate. 

In my experience as a high 
school teacher in two of On-
tario’s independent Christian 
schools and now as a parent, I 
can say with confidence that the 
administrators, teachers and staff 
– as well as the parents and sup-
porting community members – 
are some of the most industrious, 
indefatigable and devoted folks 
I’ve met. 

Collaboration implies com-
munication. I don’t have a solu-
tion, and that’s not why I’m 
writing. I’m writing to begin the 
conversation – one that I hope 
continues here, in the pages of 
CC, and hopefully also in staff 
rooms, washrooms, boardrooms, 
teacher’s conventions, school 
newsletters and across media. 
We need a robust and organized 
method for pooling our resources 

across institutions in a way as yet 
unfathomed. 

OPEN THE WINDOWS
My dad knew he was walking 
into a broken system before he 
began the work. Had he waited 
for opportunities to arise from the 
ether, he would have spent his en-
tire career waiting, while his stu-
dents’ prospects perished for lack 
of funding. For my dad, taking 
action meant long meetings, lots 
of advocating, and hours of late-
night grant-writing to secure the 
resources he knew would change 
the lives of his students. 

Mercifully, our solutions may 
be even more simple. We can 
fundraise for medical-grade air 
purifiers. Boldly approach estab-
lished donors for sizable funds 
to be distributed province-wide 
across our Christian schools, an 
emergency response in this mo-
ment of crisis – and thoughtful 
preparation for the next one. We 
can rally community members 
with HVAC experience to inves-
tigate our schools’ ventilation 
systems. Seek out unconventional 
funding sources for the resources 
to improve them. This is just the 
beginning.

When God closes one door, so 
they say, God opens a window. 
It’s about recognizing opportun-
ity in the guise of limitation – our 
chance to breathe fresh air into 
limited ideas about what it means 
to educate and care for our chil-
dren. It’s about ventilation – meta-
phorical and literal. Many of the 
old doors have slammed shut. So 
together, let’s open the windows. 
Open all of them.  

Katie Hoogendam

Katie is a writer, educa-
tor and mom and works 
in communications and 
sustainability. She at-
tended nine different 
public schools K-12 and 
both private Christian 
and public universities. 

In some provinces where independent Christian schools are set 
up to receive government funding overseen by the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, pandemic funding was also available. Darren Spyksma, 
Director of Learning for the Society of Christian Schools in B.C., 
says that independent schools in his province did receive some 
COVID relief.   

How are Christian schools weathering COVID in your area? 
Email editor@christiancourier.ca to help us find out more or to 
share tips & stories.
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