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GROWING UP
ASIAN-CANADIAN
Stopping anti-Asian racism starts with listening to each
others’ stories. | Ron Masengi

Tobias Albrigtsen, @untaceableg

“WHY DOES YOUR FOOD smell so

Klara’s ice cave painting in progress, in the Alaska Range, 2021.

CLIMATE ART
Bringing the data of climate change to life through visual arts. |
For this month’s Imagination issue, CC is thrilled to interview artist
Klara Maisch. Klara captures change in the landscapes of Alaska on
canvas, allowing viewers to experience geological data in a new way.
Here, we chat with Klara about her art and the place of imagination
in science and climate change.
CC: You grew up in Fairbanks and received your BFA in Printmaking
and Painting from the University of Alaska Fairbanks. When did you
discover the intersection of science and art?
Maisch: When I attended university in 2009, I was torn between
studying geology and art. My mom encouraged me to try pursuing art
first, and it stuck! My current work as an artist is a natural progression
of my interests in the outdoors and having the support to follow them.
I painted outside for the first time in 2012. I was sitting on the muddy banks of the Yukon River, painting a rather large canvas, oblivious
to the rain, chill, my hunger and bedtime. Looking back, I think I
was in a state of euphoria. The realization that I could make art while
directly experiencing the environment was transformative. I still get

bad?”
“Have you ever eaten dog?”
“Where are you from? Where
are you really from?”
“No offense, but I don’t like
being around China-men; they
make me nervous.”
Despite being born and raised
in Canada, I’ve heard comments
like these my whole life. As an
Asian male, I’m a “perpetual foreigner,” always braced for stares,
glances and “curious” questions.
And the pandemic – which has

been difficult for everyone – has
had devastating effects on people
of colour. The Asian community
has felt the divisive effects of racism, not only COVID-induced
tension and fear but race-related
emotional, verbal and physical assaults. Elderly Asians have
suffered attacks. The shooting in
Atlanta highlighted the danger
for Asian women. This hits home
for me: I worry about my elderly parents going for a walk. Will
they be mistreated? I worry about
Continued on page 3

Maaike VanderMeer

shaky and excited working up to
the moment of setting up a fresh
canvas outside.
I got involved as an instructor for the Girls on Ice (GOI)
program in 2013. GOI looks at
a glacial environment from the
perspectives of science, art and
mountaineering. GOI [has given
me] a series of firsthand experiences with the Gulkana Glacier from year to year. I see its
change through the amount of
exposed rock, receding ice and
shifting locations of moulins and
crevasses. This past summer, I
set up two painting sites where I
will return to produce a series of
“The Man I’ve Become,” by Brian Liu (interview on page 3).

Continued on page 2
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CLIMATE CONTINUED
repeat paintings in the Fall using
a GPS to set up the sites. Art adds
layers of translation and emotion
and I’m curious to see how this
might shift over time as well.

SCIENTIFIC
SYMPHONY

John Luther Adams is an
American composer who is
also deeply attentive to our
surroundings. His musical
pieces are musical transliterations of scientific data of
place. What Klara does in visuals, Adams does in sound.
We encourage you to explore
the work of both these artists!
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“Hand of God”: Field painting from the College Glacier, next to the Gulkana (28cm x 86cm). Photo courtesy of the artist..

tion, and art has become a way
to further explore and respond to
the immensity of this experience.
When I paint outside, the landscape works itself into the marks
being made, whether I am aware
of it or not. A brushstroke painted
with cold hands is different than a
one painted in the studio. Working in a three-dimensional world
that is constantly shifting is different from working from sketches and photographs indoors. Both
methods are important parts of
my practice, but nothing beats
getting to paint a subject through
close observation and direct experiences.
Can you tell us about the use of
lines in your paintings?
Lines are an element of visual
language that show direction and
flow. In mathematical terms a line
is a “point on the move.” I see
movement everywhere in a landscape, mostly in the rocks, snow,
ice and weather. I tend to interpret this movement as an implied
or continuous line in my work.
Sometimes lines are obvious and
sometimes they get buried under
layers of paint, but I tend to think
of lines as the building blocks or
bones of a landscape.
What are the advantages of
bringing art and science together? What do you hope will come
of the interaction viewers have
with your art?
Science reveals truths through
data, repeatability and wider scientific consensus. Art is powerful
because it is free to take great
leaps of imagination. Art and science both require creative thinking, observation, experimentation and questioning. When art
and science are combined, there
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are more tools to convey change over time. I strive to create paintings that are “truthful” to the place, while recognizing the power of
subjective creative decisions. Good storytelling relies on elements of
truth and imagination, and unlike a scientific research paper, paintings
more easily provide a place for a person to enter the narrative. There
is power in sharing emotive experiences of place. Art highlights the
intricate beauty inherent in remote landscapes and brings the data of
climate change to life.
Everyone brings their own experiences and interpretations to a work
of art, so my main hope is to connect people with a place. Painting is
a way to translate a sense of what it feels like to be surrounded by a
landscape in flux. I spend a lot of time trying to find visuals that convey the rhythm and tempo of vast geophysical processes. My biggest
hope is that art can help people experience awe, curiosity and empathy
for the natural world.
What role does imagination have in our response to climate change?
Imagination allows us to envision our planet’s future. Climate change
is relatively abstract and often involves events that are far-flung and
hard to comprehend. Art provides a window into this complex world.
By amplifying subtle changes in a landscape, imagining future scenarios, or bringing emotion to overlooked impacts, art allows us to really
“see” climate change. Art is a resource for hope, transformation and
an appreciation of how deeply interconnected we all are. Ultimately
we need the diverse perspectives of science, art, technology and so
many other equally important ways of knowing to creatively and
collectively address the vast, systemic problems of the 21st century.
What is at stake if people don’t pay attention to their surroundings?
Humans are actively altering our shared climate without a wider
understanding of the context of our actions. Intended or not, our
decisions and actions can cascade beyond our comprehension, often
outliving us. At first, it can be difficult and scary to accept this, but
when I feel helpless or insignificant, the incredible interactions of the
natural world remind me that I have an individual impact within the
wider systems we all share, and that is empowering. When we pay
closer attention to our surroundings, we begin to see the small ways
we can have a positive impact. This work is rooted in humility, empathy, and goodwill. One simple and enjoyable way to connect and find
new perspectives in a familiar environment is to “zoom in” and take a
sustained look at the details of bark, a rock’s surface, or the path of an
insect. Make note of seasonal changes. Go check out an outdoor area
that’s close to home and new to you. I have essentially lived in the
same neighborhood my whole life and I still get lost when I am following my wonder and curiosity. It’s important to note, these activities
work in any location, be it deep in the city or in the woods. Signals of
climate change are everywhere once we start to pay attention.
What projects are you most excited about right now?
I am currently very excited to be working on a series of larger paintings

Tobias Albrigtsen, @untaceableg

Can you tell us more about your
field painting trips?
I try to paint in the field as much
as possible. Starting mid-May,
I will be in the Wrangells field
painting for two weeks on, two
weeks off through the end of August. Initially it took me days to
get packed for an art-centric outdoor trip, but now I have a reliable checklist of gear and art supplies for every season and style of
trip. Art is often treated as handsoff and fragile, but I have learned
that paintings can go through
quite a lot of packing, weather,
moving around and re-packing. I
use oil paint in thin layers, so although I tend to get paint all over
my gear, the painting’s surface is
very well protected when I take it
off the stretcher bars and roll it up
for transport.
A typical art trip is flexible and
open ended. I tend to pick a location, pack my gear, and then
hike, ski or sometimes fly into a
remote area. I never know what I
will paint until I get there! I often
spend hours feeling a place out
through sketches and open-ended wandering. Being immersed
in a dynamic landscape requires
constant adjustment and adapta-

Painting strapped to her backpack in the
Alaska Range, 2021.

started on site in glacial ice caves
in the Alaska Range. Glacial ice
has the most incredible colors
and forms– it’s essentially frozen
yet flowing layers of time. I have
so many projects on the back
burner that I am excited about,
but I think the common thread is
that I really want to start working
larger. Painting huge canvases
is a much bigger commitment
in time, finances and materials,
but I always crave more canvas
space. I would love to someday
be able to paint in polar areas outside of Alaska such as Antarctica,
Greenland and Northern Canada,
but those are far off dreams at this
point!
Klara’s finished artwork can
be found at klaramaisch.com.
Klara shares her creative process on Instagram and Facebook
@paintprintplay.

Maaike VanderMeer
Maaike is CC’s Assistant
Editor and, despite having a glaciologist for a sister-in-law, she has regrettably never seen a glacier
firsthand.
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my three young adult daughters. How will they be viewed in
their workplaces? Are they safe?
People avoid eye contact with me
when I walk into a store. Are they
paranoid around everyone, due to
COVID, or is it more?
During these uncertain, fearful times, we need the Christian
community to stand up when
something is not right. And anti-Asian racism is not right. If we
are called by God to be a light in
this world, we need to take initiative here and support our Asian
brothers and sisters.
THE FULL BODY OF CHRIST
Talking about racism is difficult.
For some, the injustice activates
rage, hurt or frustration; for
others it can lead to defensiveness
or a desire to blame. For me, what
shows up is shame. “Why are you
making something bigger than it
is? Other people have it much
harder than you.” As powerful
and paralyzing as those voices
are, I am realizing that God has
given me a story to tell. And I believe we need to share our stories
so that we can grow into the body
of Christ more fully.
My parents were born and
raised in Indonesia. They immigrated to Holland for some
schooling and then to Canada.
My sister and I were both born
and raised in Canada. I attended
a Christian Reformed Church
(CRC) and Christian elementary
and high school. I attended the
University of Western Ontario
and Calvin College. My wife
identifies as Dutch Canadian, and
we have three beautiful daughters.
TWO KINDS OF SHAME
Growing up in a predominantly
white, Dutch CRC community,
I was usually the only person of
colour in the room. Any time I
visited a new church or school
community, I would look around
to see if there were any other visible minorities. Subconsciously,
seeing just one other person of
colour made me feel safe. This
feeling of being different from my
surroundings shaped me, making
me question my worth, value and
love.
The shame I feel is deep and
conflicting. Shame that I was
different culturally and physically, and especially that others saw
@ChrCourier
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BUILD EMPATHY,
FIGHT RACISM
B.C. artist says creativity can deter discrimination.
Angela Reitsma Bick

of myself. It was important to
portray myself in both time periods – today and when I first
came to Canada.
I remember having a lot of
trouble taking that [passport]
photo – I kept blinking. It was
me transitioning from one culture to another, entering into
the unknown.

Ron Masengi and his family dressed up for Batik Day, Indonesia, 2011.

this and named it – sometimes
out of genuine curiosity, often
out of ignorance, and other times
with a desire to hurt. “Why does
your grandfather look like that?”
“Hey Ching Chong.” “I didn’t
know chinks knew how to play
soccer.” “Are you that skinny because all you do is eat rice?” The
comments took their toll.
On the other side of the spectrum, I also feel shame that I
was not prouder of my culture,
ethnicity and family of origin. I
was longing to be called “whitewashed” or to hear someone
earnestly say, “I don’t see you as
different, you’re just like one of
us.” It was not until many years
later that I realized the danger
this comment was to my identity
and, worse, as a child of God. I
was living for the acceptance of
humans.
THE WORDS I
NEEDED TO HEAR

Fast forward many years. In 2010,
my family and I moved to Indonesia to teach for two years at a
private Christian school. Some
people thought it was so nice that
I was “returning home” to connect with my roots. Home is and
always will be Canada. Yet I cannot deny that living in Indonesia
brought me some comfort in my
longing for identity and belonging. Truth be told, I didn’t fully
fit in there either because of my
western mentality. However, I remember a conversation I had with
a native Indonesian teacher who
came from the same island as my
grandmother. As we were sharing some of our hobbies, he said,
“Hey, you are one of us!” Those
words triggered an emotional
flood in me that is still powerful
today. I have been part of many

loving and accepting communities in my lifetime, but those
words had a profound impact.
I know in my head and heart
that my identity comes first and
foremost as a child of God, created and redeemed by him. I have
great value, purpose and worth.
This is much easier for me to believe and live out now that I am
48. But when I look back on my
life and see the struggles of trying
to fit into the dominant culture, I
realize I needed help. I needed
people in my community to take
interest in my culture. I needed
friends who would stick up for
me and stop the racial comments
and slurs. I needed people to tell
me that who God created me
to be is beautiful. I needed the
courage and vulnerability to tell
others that what they said was not
okay. To the ones who did step up
– thank you. I don’t think I realized how important those allies
were for me at the time.
Despite all the challenges I
faced as an Asian male in my
community, I am grateful to God
for who I am today. It would not
be fair for me to share the hurts
of my past without also sharing
the joy, peace and love I have received from so many people in the
communities God has placed me.
I am blessed beyond all measure,
and so deeply appreciative. My
desire for my daughters and students is to understand how beloved they are to God. God is making all things good and invites us
to bring Shalom by sharing our
broken and redeemed stories with
one another.
Ron Masengi
Ron is Vice Principal at
King’s Christian Collegiate in Oakville, Ontario,
and attends Faith CRC.

Brian’s work is part of a new exhibit
hosted by Sanctuary Mental Health
Ministries May 5- June 11 at Regent
College in Vancouver, B.C. See more on
page 13 and view the whole exhibit at
sanctuarymentalhealth.org

WHO CATCHES YOUR EYE first
– the boy or the man?
Brian Liu put himself in this
design twice, though his adult
outline is almost eclipsed by
his serious six-year-old face.
That photo was used on his
passport when he immigrated
from Hong Kong to Canada
in 1993. Adult Brian, partially obscured by the collage
and looking off camera, “is
still the boy that was bullied
and misunderstood,” he says.
That led to anxiety, depression
and shame, until he met Jesus
and felt a connection: both
of them were discriminated
against. Now, through his art,
Lui wants to help people do a
better job trying to understand
each other.
In mid-April, CC’s Editor
chatted with the Vancouver
artist about “The Man I’ve
Become,” commissioned for
a new exhibition at Regent
College called Healing in Colour: Stories of Race, Faith and
Mental Health.

Why did you choose a
collage?
Instead of a general response to
race, faith and mental health,
I took a personal approach.
That’s why I chose a photo

What do you hope viewers
see?
When we talk about racism and
the tension around it, and how
do we fix it – that’s quite a high
order. It always seems safer to
be divided, to draw boundaries. Our comfort is tied up in
the survival instinct. Racism is
born out of fear. [But] the conversation of racism is personal.
The first thing I want viewers
to see is me as a person, as opposed to taking a stand on one
side or another.
How does it feel to have this
exhibit happening now, after
a year of COVID and during
#StopAsianHate?
I feel vulnerable, and that’s a
good place to be – as the oppressed or the oppressor. Vulnerability is where we can find
a safe place to meet, without
aggression. This piece does
come at a very important time,
not just with Anti-Asian hate
but also the injustices that have
come out of Black Lives Matter
and overseas. My story is only
a small piece of the pie in terms
of what injustice looks like, but
maybe other Asian Canadians
might relate and start sharing
their stories. That’s the only
way to have the world understand what it feels like to be
discriminated against.
The fallout from [the past
year] is brokenness. We need
love, forgiveness, healing – all
those things are in the Gospel
and I believe we can find those
things in God.
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Christian Courier’s independent
Canadian journalism inspires action,
builds community and influences
culture for Christ

IMAGINE NEW WORLDS
Peter Schuurman | Contributing Editor
Peter is Executive Director of Global Scholars Canada, where the vision is to
bring a transnational imagination to Christian academic vocation. He works
trapped in his home in Guelph with his wife, three kids and a goofy dog.

FOR A CHRISTIAN, IMAGINATION IS NOT THE SOLE DOMAIN of the
artsy and literary types. The imagination is every Christian’s home
country. Survival is insufficient, as Star Trek’s famous quote tells us.
We must all explore beyond the visible and the known to somewhere
better.
So let the writers’ circles have their creativity training in the woods,
with plots of elves, apocalypse or wormhole travel. The online acrylic
painting workshop participants are free to dream of skies ablaze with
orange and purple fire. But God’s good gift of imagination is so much
more versatile, ubiquitous and democratically distributed! Fantasy is
fine, superfluous beyond our evolutionary needs, but it is not all we
can imagine.
Imagination is as expansive as worldview. We can imagine new
worlds in our world now – in fields such as engineering, recreation
and psychology, for example.

‘We need to play at living in the kind of
world we want to create.’
FROM WHAT IS TO WHAT IF
Ties van der Hoeven, Dutch engineer and co-founder of The Weather Makers, has plans to rejuvenate the entire Sinai Peninsula, transforming it from desert to green valleys. The Guardian (March 20,
2021) reports that he believes “the Sinai could be transformed from
a hot, dry, barren desert into a green haven teeming with life: forests,
wetlands, farming land, wild flora and fauna.”
If it sounds like science fiction, something similar was done in Inner
Mongolia, China, in a region the size of France in the early 1990s.
Planting trees, terracing slopes, retaining water, re-directing herd
grazing – “within 20 years, the deserts of the Loess plateau became
green valleys and productive farmland.”
A UN environmentalist comments on the Sinai plan: “The main
challenge is the lack of human imagination; our inability to see a different future because we’re staring down this dystopian path of pandemic, climate change, biodiversity loss.”
On a much smaller scale, U.K. residents can imagine a new world
for recreation in their neighbourhood. The Playing Out program in
southwest England supports parents who want to close their street to
4
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cars for set times so children can
play on the road. Rob Hopkins
From What Is to What If: Unleashing the Power of Imagination to Create the Future We Want
(2019) reports that there are now
over 500 streets across the country that shut down at designated
times, and the pavement is covered with chalk drawings, swinging skipping ropes, wild bicyclers
and tireless skateboarders.
“Traffic just needs to be, for
just an hour or two, put in its
place,” says one of the local coordinators. Activist and writer
Hopkins adds, “We need to play
at living in the kind of world we
want to create.”
POST-COVID DAYDREAMS
Finally, an even smaller venue
for imagination is our homes and
our inner lives. With mandatory
social isolation rules, our homes
can feel like a trap. Well-being
atrophies. The New York Times
has had two articles recently
urging us to “Go Ahead. Fantasize” (Jan. 16) and “Don’t Take
Your Head Out of the Clouds!”
(April 10). Such practises as
reminiscing about good times
past – a first kiss or a calming
nature scene, or, conversely, anticipating a better future – a hug
from a loved one or the first postCOVID party – help us cope with
our present stress. Daydreaming
is not just idle distraction. It can
build resilience and hope.
Such is the advice of a therapeutic culture, and at this point in
the pandemic, some therapy can
certainly help us manage. But our
imagination is not the singular
power that saves the planet as the
Romantics assume, and human
ingenuity is not the sole or even
primary agent of spiritual and

social transformation. For one
thing, our imaginations can run
away with us, and fuel our nightmares, anxiety and obsessions.
Another way to qualify any imagination hype is to say that our
power to imagine is not purely
human invention, nor just a tool
for increased productivity, but a
gift and a way of responding to
this revealed world of wonders
and its now devastating horrors.
Creation is primary and what
makes imagination capable of addressing our weary and wounded
circumstance.
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The Playing Out program helps
residents temporarily close streets
for kids to play safely.

Imagination – and more broadly, aesthetics – come to play in
fields beyond the arts. A Christian imagination sees that there
is more to the world than just the
world. It imagines against the
worldly world in order to live a
little closer to God’s new world.
That coming dawn isn’t always
fully visible and that is why imagination is so close to the heart
of faith and hope. In fact, the new
world is “immeasurably more
than all we ask or imagine” but
it’s a “power that is at work within us” that should lead us to give
God the glory (Eph. 3:20). Imagine that.
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INTRODUCING OUR NEW
MISSION STATEMENT:
“Christian Courier’s independent Canadian
journalism inspires action, builds community
and influences culture for Christ.”
REDEMPTIVE JOURNALISM SINCE 1945
Last summer, as we were busy behind the scenes building our new website, we took a hard look at our mission statement. Printed on page 4 of
every issue, you may have seen it before: “Established 75 years ago,”
it said, “Christian Courier is an independent biweekly that seeks to engage creatively in critical Christian journalism, connecting Christians
with a network of culturally savvy partners in faith for the purpose of
inspiring all to participate in God’s renewing work within his creation.”
With our covid-related switch to monthly, “biweekly” was no longer
accurate, and with our articles reaching more people online than ever
before, we wondered if some of our phrases unhelpfully used “insider”
language. How could we best express the vision of this unique publication? We hired a professional marketing consultant to help us find out.
Just kidding! Our CC editorial team brainstormed in pairs and in
small groups – Peter Schuurman, Meghan Kort, Jennifer Neutel,
Maaike VanderMeer and myself – for five months. We wanted tangible, clear language. We wanted to reflect what gets printed and what
happens beyond the page, the Holy-Spirit connections and life changes
that ripple outwards. Finally we settled on something we liked and sent
it to the Board. They refined it further until it became the sentence you
see here. This mission statement defines CC – independent Canadian
journalism – and describes our purpose in three parts – inspiring action,
building community and influencing culture for Christ. We hope you
read Christian Courier, feel refreshed, and join God in renewing our
world for his glory.
Angela Reitsma Bick, Editor
DEEPER REFORMED FOCUS, WIDER REACH
C.S. Lewis once declared that children should not be encouraged to
read newspapers because “nearly all will be seen before they are 20 to
have been false in emphasis and interpretation, if not in fact as well,
and most of it will have lost all importance.”
Whew! Good thing Christian Courier was never a daily newspaper.
Who wants to be on the wrong side of C.S. Lewis? Regardless, for

@ChrCourier
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years CC did publish weekly
news from Reformed communities in Canada such as anniversaries and obituaries, alongside
such sturdy fare as devotionals,
media reviews, reflections on
conferences, opinions on the
intersection of politics and faith,
thoughtful editorials on church
and current events – the last not
always narrowly Reformed.
Memorably, most issues up
until the late 90s published those
touching match-making Personals, often from lonely widows and
widowers, who introduced themselves with hopeful trust. They
were surely far safer, probably
more honest, than today’s online dating sites. Such consistent,
heartfelt content strikes me as of
lasting importance in developing
community memory and ethos.
Over the years, though, our
mission and purpose have not
so much changed as steadily
developed deeper, more articulated Reformed focus and wider
reach. Meanwhile readers and
writers from traditions other than
Reformed have joined the community. CC has gone online with
weekly updates, attracting more
readers across generations, while
also moving first to 24 annual
issues, now to monthly. We believe our new and briefer Mission
Statement accurately communicates our goals and Hope to bring
hints of God’s glory and shalom
in print and online into your
hearts, bodies and minds.
Thank you for reading. Do keep
faithfully engaging and responding to our writers’ efforts.
Jim Dekker, CC Board Chair

SEEING THE LORD’S CREATION
Rudy Eikelboom regularly provides glimpses of what research and
technology allow us to “see.”
Fifty years ago, I peered at a drop of pond water through a microscope. I was amazed at what could not be seen by the naked eye.
Then I was amazed at what the electron microscope could do. Fast
forward 50 years and Rudy tells us there are now computer systems
called DeepMind and AlphaFold that allow researchers to determine
the three-dimensional contours of complex proteins, the shapes of
which allow our bodies’ cells to live! (“AI Maps Proteins,” Feb.8).
Who could have imagined what we now see?
Thank you, Rudy, for your fascinating glimpses into our Lord’s
beautiful and good creation.
John Vanderkooy
Harriston, Ont.
EASTER AROUND THE GLOBE
Bob Bruinsma asks in “Being Re-membered” (CC, March 8) why
Christmas gets more attention than does Easter. Easter is still the
most important day in the Christian calendar in the Eastern Orthodox
Churches (Greek, Russian, Serbian), as it was in the Catholic Church
of the west until nearly a thousand years ago. The shift to Christmas
becoming such an important date in the Christian calendar began with
Bernard of Clairvaux, a leading Cistercian monk who died in 1153.
He felt that because Christ is the “Word become flesh,” all aspects of
his life deserve equal adoration and that they all have a spiritual message for us. It is believed that he built the first nativity scene in history.
St. Paul writes only about “Christ crucified” and there is really nothing in his letters about Christ’s life prior to his crucifixion.
Gerry Gerrits
Port Williams, N.S
UNEXPECTED DEATH OF CC CONTRIBUTOR
It is with sadness that we report on the death of retired Calvin
Professor and occasional CC contributor Dr. Bert De Vries (19392021; see obituary on page 23). We published four articles by Bert
last year, including most recently a two-part series on radical Islam and militant Christianity. In addition to his thoughtful news
analysis, particularly of current events in the Middle East, Bert
was a lively correspondent over email. Between many drafts of
his articles, he would ask, for example, how virtual learning was
going for my kids (last spring) – and then send a New York Times
article on the topic.
We place our faith in Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and send our deepest condolences to Bert’s family.
Angela Reitsma Bick
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THEOLOGY AND SEXUALITY
Tony Maan

Lightstock

The work of theology, the church and culture. |

THE REPORT SUBMITTED BY THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
(CRC) synodical committee mandated to articulate a “Foundation-laying Biblical Theology of Human Sexuality” is generating robust and
critical discussion. In context of this, particularly in relation to the
LGBTQ community, I have heard two faults against the church. One,
that the church consistently appears to be out of step with the rest of
society. And second, that the church has historically lagged behind in
addressing social issues. Arguably, the “culprit” responsible for these
faults is bad theology, since theology generates synodical reports and
informs the church’s attitudes and actions. What are we to make of
these two critiques of the church? In the spirit of further dialogue, let’s
explore this matter by asking: What is the nature and function of good
theology as it seeks to aid the church’s engagement in society? And
does the Human Sexuality Report reflect the work of good theology
and thus help the church as it considers same sex attraction and sexual
practice?
A COUNTER-CULTURAL GOSPEL

Let’s first address the question of being “out of step” with society, that
the report does not comply with justice and equity as determined by
current cultural values. Any synodical report should seek to exemplify what is right and just, a trait consistent with the Biblical message.
Likewise, any good theological endeavor, focused on the (just) Gospel, would do the same. The task of theology, however, entails more
than seeking justice. Theology is a comprehensive endeavor to interpret the full scope of biblical revelation in relation to contemporary
intellectual, social and cultural contexts. Thus gospel-grounded theological presentations may not necessarily align with humanly-formed
cultural norms; in fact they often do not. The Sermon on the Mount
(Matt. 5-7) conveys practices antithetical to human nature. We are to
be “in the world but not of the world” (John 17:15-19). Jesus said his
kingdom was not of this world (John 18.36). Jesus’ disciples are explicitly told not to love the world, which may involve resisting human
values that do not conform to God’s liberating will (I John 2.15). Not
6
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being proud; blessing those who
do not like you or worse; associating with people of low position; sharing in the loss of some
and the joys of others – these are
also otherworldly traits (Rom.
12.14-17). Theological analysis
of a countercultural Gospel may
produce a synodical report that is,
not unexpectedly, out of step with
society; often the Gospel calls the
church to march to a different
drum.
THE ROLE OF THEOLOGY
IN HISTORY

In an ironic twist that befits the
paradoxical Gospel message (receiving by giving away; gaining
life through dying), the church
has often actually been an active
agent of change in society. With
an eye on current social issues,
theology has been a prophetic voice and has in many cases
been part of the vanguard that
has prompted advancement and
improvements in the world. At
times these initiatives were led
by clergy and at other times lay
leaders, and often both. History is
replete with examples – here are
a few of them:
St. Augustine (354-430):

While the once mighty Roman
Empire fell under the invading
“barbarians,” Augustine’s City of
God cast a worldview that would
dominate Europe for 1,000 years
and beyond.
Thomas Aquinas (12241274): The medieval theologian
introduced the use of reason to
explore the reality of God and
humanity’s relationship with
him. Reason would become foundational in the early modern and
modern movements in broader
society.
The 16th Century Protestant
Reformation was a religious
movement that initiated key elements that make up our western
world today: it fostered freedom
of thought, increased literacy,
promoted individualism, sowed
the seeds of democracy and
(some argue) was one harbinger
of free markets and capitalism.
William Wilberforce (17591833), the English parliamentarian, fought for the emancipation
of slaves across the colonies, informed by his interpretation of
the Bible and motivated by his
Christian convictions.
The 18th Century Great
Awakenings in America: Numerous historians identify and interpret these religious movements
as precursors to the American
Revolution and the establishment
of democracy in the new world.
Suffrage in America (mid19th- early 20th century): Roman
Catholics, Methodists, Black
Baptists and Quakers made up a
large portion of those who fought
for the right for women to vote.
The National American Woman
Suffrage Association, instrumental in winning the battle with an
amendment to the Constitution in
1920, was led by a pastor, Anna
Howard Shaw, from 1905-1915.
Gustavo Gutierrez (b.1928),
a Peruvian theologian and priest,
spawned Liberation Theology in
response to the injustices and systematized poverty and inequity in
South America in the 20th century. One of his follower priests,
Archbishop Oscar Romero of
San Salvador, so threatened the
corrupt political powers of his
country with progressive calls
for justice that he was martyred –
gunned down in 1980 while serving mass, no less.
Much theological work has
not only served the church as an
agent for change, it has done so in

close affinity to trends and movements on the ground, and indeed
engaged with the sweat and tears
of people in the pew.
THE REPORT ON HUMAN
SEXUALITY

This brings us to the 2021 synodical report on human sexuality.
Does the report, prepared over
five years, exemplify the hard
work of theology? The Committee members have applied Reformed hermeneutical principles
and goals that avoided literalistic
interpretations. It presents exegetical analysis of the relevant
texts, addresses revisionist interpretations, has researched and
explored latest scientific and psychological findings on the pertinent areas, regularly couches the
presentation in context of “real
life” examples and offers pastoral
guidance. The report is meant to
serve all members of the church
as we all seek to understand and
navigate a complex issue of our
present times. It has sought to express ways in which we can talk
and walk together in and towards
justice, motivated by love.
This article does not seek to argue against or endorse the “positions” or conclusions presented in
the Synodical report in the area of
same sex identity and practice, or
any other area covered. Rather, it
posits that the work of good theology in general has been and is
today engaged in presenting an interpretation of biblical revelation
to the issues the church faces in
society. As mandated, the synodical report does dialogue precisely
in the contemporary and complex
matter of gender and sexual norms
and practices. Even as it surely has
numerous shortcomings, it does
represent a valuable attempt to
do beneficial theological work in
service of the Christian Reformed
Church at large. May it serve as
one working document that can
contribute to our ongoing discussion in the call to be counter-cultural followers of and leaders for
Jesus in the unfolding, progressive
work of God’s redemption among
us today.
Tony Maan
Tony is the Pastor of St. Albert Christian Reformed
Church in St. Albert, AB.
He wrote this article with
the help and in appreciation of conversations
with a number of colleagues.
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FIVE MAJOR CONCERNS
Why 31 overtures are against full adoption of the CRC’s
Human Sexuality Report. | Paul Verhoef
BEFORE THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH’S (CRC) annual June
Synod for 2021 was cancelled in late February, there were at least 58
formal responses to the Human Sexuality Report (HSR) on classical
agendas (not including 15 responses specific to Neland Ave CRC).
Generally, 12 were for “fully adopting” the HSR, 15 asked for “more
time,” and 31 were “against full adoption of the HSR” in various
ways. Many of these are not in the Agenda for Synod 2021 – some
were withdrawn or tabled because Synod was canceled, and a few
overtures were defeated at the classical level. While it is worth reading
the Agenda for a sampling of these responses, this article attempts to
provide a summary of all 31 “against” responses (even the unprinted
ones) because these “against” responses may help us discern some
important conversational trajectories. Two brief notes. First, most of
these 31 responses were written before the end of January; they represent only the beginning of the discussion. Second, there are many
other types of responses to the HSR, many available online – classical
conversations, seminary town halls and public white papers.
Let me also briefly name my bias. My own biblical exegesis, theological engagement and spiritual discernment leads me to an “affirming” position regarding same-sex marriage. And yet I am a CRC minister intentionally trying to live within and be respectful of our CRC’s
“traditional” position. I love my ministerial calling, desire to remain
in the CRC, and have tried to navigate this dynamic with integrity.
Someday, I’ll share that story perhaps – unsurprisingly, there’s conflict in the narrative.
WHAT THE ‘AGAINST’ RESPONSES ARE NOT ASKING FOR

None of the overtures ask the CRC to become an affirming denomination. Yes, there is pushback on biblical exegesis within the report. Yes,
some ask that we make this a local church decision instead of forcing
denomination-wide agreement. Already people have said, “There are
two sides, and I can’t become affirming.” But that’s not the situation
as depicted by these overtures. Instead the overtures are asking the
CRC to respectfully honour the covenant commitments that the denomination has made over the last 48 years – to stick together as we
have already been doing – unity without uniformity, diversity without
fragmentation. In short, unity in our diversity.
What, then, are the main concerns of these overtures? They fall into
five main categories. Let me go through them briefly.
1. EXCLUDED VOICES

Why would the HSR committee table not reflect all of those welcomed
around our CRC communion table? If we are hoping to honestly talk
about human sexuality, can we all be represented better around the
discussion table?
Synod 2016 knew that at least 14 percent of CRC pastors would
“allow same-sex marriage in the church,” a number that was reported
higher among members (Agenda for Synod 2016, 405-416). It also
knew that there were many affirming LGBTQ people in the denomination. But every member of the HSR committee was required to
“adhere to the CRC’s biblical view on marriage and same-sex relationships.” While “adhere to” is not strictly synonymous with “agree
with,” this is the first time in Synodical history where members and
office-bearers in good standing were excluded from the nominations.
This intentional predisposition in committee make-up is a concern
noted in many overtures.
What is asked in response to those exclusions? To give meaningful
voice to our diversity. Some have suggested starting over with a more
representative committee; others have suggested starting again by organizing a “listening tour”; and some suggest that we receive the HSR
@ChrCourier
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as one perspective and balance it
by creating or curating more reports or readings from other perspectives.
2. NAMING THE HARM

Exclusion hurts. It hurts those excluded – where’s the respect for
unity, for our “belonging”? It also
damages the result – how can we
have adequate thoughtful conversation if a whole segment of
voices is muted? Responses suggest that the committee’s synodically-shaped representation was
disrespectfully inadequate and
willfully exclusive.
But overtures also argue that
adopting the HSR would cause
further harm. One overture
states, “Members of our community will be harmed by the adoption of this report, as demonstrated by the personal impact statements that follow,” providing
six anonymous personal impact
statements (Agenda for Synod
2021, 421-425). In another overture signed by 25 students from
across 10 post-secondary campuses in North America, there are
13 personal impact statements
(404-410). And a few overtures
describe their local church and
name the damage to their embodied mission if this HSR is adopted.
Harm to LGBTQ persons is
also clearly named. One overture
notes that “the negative impact
of declaring status confessionis
would disproportionately fall on
LGBTQ persons in our churches,
especially LGBTQ youth, who
already experience high levels
of bullying, internalized shame
and self-loathing, self-harm, and
suicidal ideation and attempt.”
The overture notes that the HSR
uses the Trevor Project National
Survey to demonstrate the harm
to transgender youth, but “fails to
discuss or take into account the
well-documented harms experienced by lesbian, gay, bisexual
and queer youth” (426).
There is one more commonly
mentioned harm – or at least real
concern – of adopting the HSR:
would we lose the leadership of
the many affirming pastors, elders and deacons if we named the
“traditional” position to be confessional?
3. CLARIFYING
CONFESSIONAL STATUS

But wait a second. Hasn’t the

“Enfolded From the Beginning” by Peter Reitsma (24”x 36”, oil on canvas, 2021,
petereitsma.com) was prompted by the overture sent by his church,
Meadowvale Community CRC in Toronto. Painting and overture both
emphasize love and grace as the heart of the gospel.

CRC had a “traditional” position against same-sex marriage since
1973? Yes, but the question is: “How do these positions function?
Does every office-bearer need to ‘confess’ or agree with the position
or is there room for respectful disagreement?”
The HSR committee concludes that “the church’s teaching against
sexual immorality, including homosexual sex, already has confessional status” (HSR, 146). Disagreement with this conclusion is at the
centre of nearly half of the overtures.
Please note: none of the overtures suggest that matters of human
sexuality are not confessional or are unimportant to Jesus. Those sending overtures agree with how the Heidelberg Catechism beautifully
interprets “Do not commit adultery” in a way that places our entire
sexual lives under the Lordship of Christ. No overture is suggesting
that Christians are free to shape our sex lives however we want. And
no overture has asked us to toss out our 1973 position.
So what do the overtures say? The overtures say that the 1973
position on same-sex marriage was never given confessional status
by Synod. It’s a position, not a confession. Unless Synod declares
a position to have confessional status, it doesn’t. That’s what Synod
said in 1975: office-bearers should operate with healthy respect for all
CRC positions, but do not need to affirm them as confessions. That’s
our CRC covenant together. Adopting the HSR would significantly
change this covenant commitment. There is much more that can be
found in the Agenda, but a couple overtures have asked, “Synod, can
you please clarify all of this confusion?”
4. BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL CONCERNS

There is more careful scholarship for an “affirming” biblical theology
today than there has been at any point in history. That doesn’t mean
it’s right, but it is “out there.” In part, this is what Classis Grand RapContinued on page 8
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CONCERNS CONTINUED
ids East summarized in their 142page report sent to Synod 2016.
As noted above, most overtures spent their time naming
exclusion, decrying harms and
asking that this not be elevated
to confessional status. Not many
spent their time critiquing the
Biblical theology of the HSR (I
expect more Biblical response by
2022).
But concerns are named, like
the HSR’s treatment of imago
dei; the implication that marriage is for sex and sex is for
procreation; and the depiction
of God in Genesis 3 as primarily punitive rather than relational.
And there are concerns about the
exegesis and conclusions around
Matthew 19, a foundational text
for the HSR. Overtures question if it is appropriate to rely on
creational norms around gender
and sexuality when historically
our use of creational norms has
supported apartheid, racism and
gender bias. There is worry that
the HSR’s chosen hermeneutical
framework – creation-fall-re-

demption – impairs careful listening to Biblical texts. And many feel
that the HSR inappropriately concludes with absolute certainty. Is the
Bible as clear as depicted? Finally, in the context of this last year, it is
noted that our culture has been inordinately (mis)shaped by majority
voices. Do we need to review our hermeneutical approach with an ear
to marginalized voices? There is not much particular response to the
homosexuality section other than a recurring articulation that serious
biblical scholars are too easily dismissed by what feels like a biased
committee.
For a sampling, read overtures 24, 27 and communication 5, but
also look at the Calvin University library website and read the theological responses to the HSR by Dr. Robert MacLarkey and Dr. Nicholas Wolterstorff.
5. POOR SCIENTIFIC REPRESENTATION

If bias is a concern in how the HSR approaches its biblical and theological work, the concern about bias is amplified in regard to how
the report uses science. There may be no clearer voice of concern
regarding the work of the HSR than this line from a letter signed by
147 faculty and staff from Calvin University: “The report insufficiently engages with relevant scholarship from our disciplines, leading
to a biased view of the theological, scriptural and scientific basis for
the report. The discussions of gender identity and sexual orientation
lack the scientific and hermeneutic rigor and accuracy of prevailing
peer-reviewed scholarship and thereby have the potential to compromise Calvin’s academic reputation” (Agenda, 444).
The overture with the clearest examples of these concerns, focused
on the gender identity section, was withdrawn for the moment. There
are only scattered references in the published Agenda, but one overture describes the HSR’s treatment of scientific research as “opinions
seeking data” (Agenda, 470). This conversation will continue.

BEHIND THE SCENES
Mail survey results and ongoing improvements to CC’s
website. | Jennifer Neutel
THIS MONTH MARKS A HALF YEAR SINCE Christian Courier (CC)
launched its new website! Our new site, built on a WordPress platform, has some similarities to the previous one but the improvements
are vast.
CC partnered with Michael Krakowiak, Citizens for Public Justice’s
Communications and Development Specialist and web developer at
Happy Bits, to create the new site. He continues to provide support
to staff as questions arise. “The transformation from the former version of the CC website to the current version illustrates an ushering
into a new era of online publications and modes of communication,”
Krakowiak said. “I hope the innovations and creativity put into the
redesign of the CC website will echo the cutting-edge reporting that
continues to bring Christian news to a valued readership.”
The new website has greater visibility in online search results and
improved accessibility, particularly on mobile devices – which account for more than half of all visits to CC’s site. The way content is
organized, and the site’s search functions, are also enhanced.
The website’s e-commerce capabilities updated how our subscriptions, donations and advertising transactions are processed. If you prefer to connect through alternate methods (email, phone or snail mail)
those are still available. But if you like self-serve digital options you
can purchase a gift subscription, place a classifieds ad or give a donation, any time of day at christiancourier.ca!
Occasionally we hear from subscribers who have not visited the
website in some time. Any login information from before November
2020 is no longer valid, and all our content is available without a pay8
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wall. If you make a transaction
on the website – such as purchasing a subscription or display
advertisement – you will be able
to login to your (new) account.
Through the account you can
access your transaction history,
update payment information, and
renew or cancel subscriptions.
The printed newspaper is the
only place you will find Letters to
the Editor and all our articles and
columns for the month at once,
as the website shares a handful
each week. An online-only news
story or column is posted weekly;
if you would like to see the content that’s not in your hard copy,
ensure you are signed up for our
free weekly email newsletter
(check the bottom right-hand
corner of our website or email
maaike@christiancourier.ca).
SUBSCRIBER MAIL SURVEY
Thank you to those who let us
know when your Easter issued arrived! Most respondents received
the issue the week following the
issue date. We are grateful for the
many comments of support and
understanding about fluctuating
postal times. There were 76 surveys submitted from subscribers

Due to COVID, many items on this year’s
Agenda are being deferred to 2022.

A PLEA FOR UNITY FRAMED
BY MUTUAL RESPECT

One of the recurring themes
from those overtures against fully adopting the HSR is a plea for
unity. An overture from 25 students asks Synod to “prioritize
the unity of the body of Christ.”
Many churches name their experience of already having unity in
mission while having diverse perspectives in their congregation.

If local congregations can
flourish in their mission as a diverse body, can our denomination also flourish in our mission
as a diverse body? It is a real
question. I wonder if we need
to have an honest conversation
about mutual respect. What does
the “respect” in “respectful disagreement” look like? And what
does it mean to make room for
those who disagree? Labelling
one another is not helpful: false
prophet, homophobic, dismissive
of the Bible, responding out of
fear – so many dismissive labels.
Can we take one another seriously, trusting that the Spirit of God
is at work in shaping us all, leaning in to listen with mutual respect? Can we discern a pathway
forward together?
Paul Verhoef
A CRC minister, Paul has
worked at the University
of Calgary as a Christian
Reformed Chaplain since
2004. With the intention
of remaining in conversation with CRC theology,
he recently started a Doctorate of Ministry at Calvin Theological Seminary.

A glimpse of Christian Courier’s new website.

living in Ontario, B.C., Alberta,
Nova Scotia and the U.S. Of
the respondents, 95 percent said
you were content with the time it
took for the issue to arrive. If you
ever experience a missed issue,
or other concerns with mailing,
our Circulation Manager Sarah is
available to help by phone or by
emailing sarah@christiancourier.
ca. Thank you for your continued
support of the print version!
A few comments that came in
via the survey:
“We realize that there is a
greater volume of mail now. I
have talked to our local mail employees and they are struggling to
keep up. We can do our part by
being patient.”

“Previous copies, especially
since the Christmas 2020 issue,
have taken much longer than the
March 8, 2021 issue. So things
are improving.”
“Of course we wouldn’t complain if it came earlier but we
love finding it in our mailbox.
Such great writing and artwork.
Keep it coming!”
Jennifer Neutel
Jennifer is CC’s advertising
and social media manager. She lives in Cobourg,
Ont. with her husband
and three children. Jennifer holds a Bachelor of
Journalism from Carleton
University.
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THE THINGS THAT ARE GETTING US THROUGH
DEAR READER: THE END IS IN SIGHT. Still, we’re not quite there yet.
Dreaming of this pandemic’s end is a big help in getting though the
fatigue and frustration of its latter days. Of course, that’s not the only
helpful thing at our disposal. In this month’s review section, we thought
it’d be great to have some regular CC reviewers share with you some of
the imaginative things that are helping them through this moment. We
often dismiss imaginative, escapist things – be they books, films, music
– as frivolous, and even neglectful of important “real world” things.
But in these lockdown days, defined as they are by one restriction after
another, a dreamy plunge into the depths of our imagination can be such
a balm. Maybe you’ll find something here that will help you do just that.
As for my household, we’ve spent dozens of afternoons working
our way through the various Mario Brothers games on the Nintendo
Switch. My kids are still a little too young to play, which means that
dad gets to take the reins (aka the “joy-con”) and I get to recall some
of that Mario-muscle memory I first developed back in the late 1980s.
The kiddos sit on the couch, offering tips and strategies for how to beat
the level (they have watched walk-throughs on Kids’ YouTube, and
are happy to lend their expertise). Whether it’s the Moon Kingdom
or the Mushroom Kingdom, or just one of the Mario Kart raceways,
Mario’s adventures take him through some vibrant, goofy, dare I say
psychotropic worlds. The locales linger in the imagination, even after
the Nintendo is finally switched off; the kids often go outside afterward, armed with sidewalk chalk, and fill our driveway, sidewalk, and
even the walls of our house with Koopa shells, Mystery Blocks, Piranha Plants and Fire Flowers.
After the kids are in bed, nothing beats a documentary. I love Ken
Burns’ long form documentary series, and a few weeks back we
watched his latest, a three part, six hour exploration of the life of Ernest Hemingway. Few writers are as compelling, maddening, prone
to self-parody yet deeply influential as Hemingway. He looms over
American literature, more myth than man, and so Burns’ patient and
unflinching portrait is much appreciated. Actor Jeff Daniels is enlisted
to read Hemingway’s famously unornamented prose throughout, and
that alone makes the time investment worth it.
– Brian Bork, CC reviews editor
WHAT’S GETTING ME THROUGH is Harmonize the Moon, a new album from Montreal songwriter Michael Feuerstack. Feuerstack has
refined his trade through a catalogue of excellent albums with an expanding set of musical tools (even two records’ worth of other people
singing his songs), but the pandemic has reduced his sonic palette to
the essentials: guitars, keys and his baritone voice, hushed like he’s
worried he’ll wake the neighbours. How does he use them? Intriguing
jazz changes, an e-bow buzzing over dry wooden folk patterns, and
unresolved chords like the ones that lifted Joni Mitchell to the superlative. Feuerstack is a deliberate songwriter, with lyrics that display his
craft but retain a mystery. These songs are not lockdown tales, though
the narrator of “In the Waiting Room” is “sitting here on hold … Menu
option’s wrong/ Call back later on/ You’ll be waiting all your life”,
perhaps to arrange a vaccine appointment. But their spare intimacy
invites us into the private space he creates. It suggests the sort of gathering we’ve all come to long for: a warm room, a few trusted friends,
the dark outside. Until this pandemic resolves, Harmonize the Moon
is the closest we can get.			
– Michael Munnik
IN MARCH 2020, right as the pandemic was starting to take root in Canada, I was diagnosed with a complication in my pregnancy that required
me to be on bed rest until delivery. Kindly, a friend of mine loaned me
his Nintendo Switch with the instruction to play Animal Crossing: New
Horizons. I’ve never considered myself much of a “gamer,” but during
those long months of bedrest, and further isolation due to cold weather
and worsening COVID, puttering around my little cartoon island has
10
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been one of the only ways to beat
the pandemic blues.
Animal Crossing also has online capabilities, allowing your
character to visit friends’ islands,
which allows for safe, albeit
unconventional,
socialization
opportunities. I’ve attended birthday parties and grad ceremonies
on Animal Crossing, given gifts,
picked flowers, and introduced
my son to friends that live hundreds of kilometres away. I can’t
say whether I’ll continue to play
as much once we can travel and
socialize in-person, but it has
been such a blessing to have this
virtual world to explore with my
friends and family from the safety
of our own home. – Jessica Lum
ROSE AND I NEVER watched
much television except for The
National and Hockey Night in
Canada. During COVID, Adrienne and Andrew dropped to
second place; we can almost
lip sync their nightly reports of
COVID’s horror. Hockey Night
vanished entirely. Who can watch
hockey without roaring crowds?
Amazon Prime Video’s Midsomer Murders supplanted all
else, offering more provocative
spiritual-ish cheek than news and
silent hockey. Over twelve seasons Chief Inspector Tom Barnaby (John Nettles) and a succession of young sidekicks solve
some 200 murders in the fictional
rural Midsomer’s villages located within commuting distance of
London.
Formulaic to a fault – yet always compelling – each episode
piles up alarming body counts.
Any sane person would stay far
from Midsomer. Given the region’s relatively small population, I estimate the odds of being
murdered there are about one in
ten. Each episode’s numerous red
herrings hook us until Tom chews
through them, deducing the guilty
and – without anger or intimidation – presenting murderers with
proof of their darkest sin. We
call this series quasi-Calvinist.
No one, save Tom’s family trinity with wife Joyce and daughter
Cully are innocent. Virtually all
characters are suspects, lying,
hiding evidence of collusion in
lesser crimes or adulterous dalli-

Reviews
ances. We still haven’t figured out
where grace comes in, but…
– Jim Dekker
I RECENTLY READ the 3-volume
graphic novel March by the late
civil rights giant and long-serving
congressman from Georgia, John
Lewis. While in seminary, Lewis
helped found the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee,
which spearheaded many iconic
moments of the U.S. civil rights
movement in the 1960s. March
follows the story of Lewis’ years
of activism from the sit-ins in
Nashville, Tennessee to the voter
registration march in Selma, Alabama.
A devout Christian whose activism was motivated and shaped by
his faith, Lewis’ story is inspiring
and dramatic. The graphic novel
medium invites readers into the
opposition that Lewis and other
civil rights workers faced, and
the victories they won, in visually arresting artwork and gripping
dialogue. Particularly striking
to me was a scene depicting an
evening during the 1961 Freedom
Rides, where John Lewis and his
colleagues were forced to sleep
overnight in a Greyhound bus station because no driver would risk
driving them through Mississippi.
In the middle of the night, Lewis
and his colleagues awoke to find
hundreds of hooded Klansmen
had surrounded the station, where
they remained until dawn.
These true stories help us contextualize the complexities of current injustices, exposed so clearly
over this past year, and remind us
that our actions taken in faith can
make a difference.
– John Medendorp
SINCE DECEMBER, I have been
caught up in the Chief Inspector
Gamache series by Canadian author Louise Penny. Of the sixteen
titles in the series, I have completed ten so far. In the spirit of
full disclosure, my reading order was dictated solely by their
availability at my public library,
whether in audiobook, hardcover,
or e-book form. Surprisingly,
Penny has very few spoilers for
those who read out of sequence.
Inspector Gamache specializes in homicide, but he is a kind,
attentive family man unjaded by
the human brutality he is forced
@ChrCourier
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to plumb. A cast of recurring characters in the Quebec town of Three
Pines form a memorable group of adults: eccentric artists, a foulmouthed poet, a retired psychologist, a same-sex couple, and assorted
shop owners. Amid the clues and solving of mysteries, Penny weaves
in esoteric details from Canadian history and various subcultures to
form a tapestry of appreciation for the possibilities of everyday life.
– Harriette Mostert
NIFTY GRABBERS, BUCKETS, garbage bags, earbuds. These are the
items we take with us as we clean up the green spaces in our neighbourhood. A year ago, inspired by a friend, we began this action as a
way to get outdoors and do something useful. A year later we are still
at it and have been dubbed the “bucket people” by neighbours. We live
near a wooded trail and large park and picking up the litter is a slow
process. And so we began listening to podcasts.
One of my favourites is Unlocking Us with Brené Brown. Best-selling author Brown is known for her work on vulnerability and shame
and her conversations are focused on topics that “unlock the deeply
human part of who we are.” My favourite episodes include conversations with the Gottman’s on “what makes love last,” Bishop Michael
Curry on love and hope, Joe Biden on empathy and courage, and Harriet Lerner on how to apologize. The pandemic has changed the way
we connect with each other, but has not lessened that hardwired need.
Unlocking Us has connected me with people and topics that have challenged, entertained, encouraged and taught me. Available for free on
Spotify.					
– Joanne Spoelstra
A BBC DOCUMENTARY on art history from the late 1960s might seem
an odd choice, but my DVDs of Kenneth Clark’s Civilisation have
gotten a lot of use during this pandemic (the less scrupulous may find
it on YouTube). The premise is simple: a history of European civilization told through the “book of its art.” Clark, with immaculate English
suits, perfect English diction, and typical English teeth, is both the
narrator and star, giving the viewer a tour of the key locations, events,
and examples of Europe’s artistic and cultural inheritance. Any story
of civilization must include its unpleasant aspects (war, revolution,
plague, etc) but Clark’s Civilisation retains a focus on the irresistible human impulse to seek out, understand, and portray those things
which are transcendent, sacred, and sublime. Living in the present,
with looming existential menaces and a popular culture which assumes that every sunrise marks the morning of the first day of year
zero, there is a quiet reassurance in a story of how centuries of change
and tribulations have not dulled a basic human desire to find beauty in
the world. 				
– Jonathan de Vries
THERE’S AN EXCITEMENT when we get to enter another world, and
this has been particularly true for me in these latter pandemic days. I
have been able to enjoy other worlds by watching fun foreign films.
They’ve helped keep life fresh and interesting! If this coping mechanism interests you, I recommend a 2011 French film called The
Intouchables. Based on a true story, the film follows two endearing
characters who develop an unlikely friendship. In fact, the movie has
been redone in English – The Upside – with actors Kevin Hart, Bryan
Cranston, and Nicole Kidman in 2017. While entertaining, the English
rendition pales in comparison to the French. The Intouchables is by
no means perfect. However, it is likeable and has been well-received
by the public. It is a great companion for an easygoing and relaxing
afternoon or evening. So, turn on the subtitles (for non-French speakers), grab a bowl of popcorn (recommended for all audiences) and get
ready for an amusing ride with Omar Sy, François Cluzet, Anne Le
Ny, and others who make this film quite enjoyable!
If you appreciated the experience and would like to keep dabbling
in the world of foreign films and TV shows, here is a short list of
varied genres that I have recently enjoyed: The Three Idiots (India/
Hindi), Roma (Mexico/Spanish), Lupin (TV series/French) and Dark
(TV Series/German). 				– Sharon Dhavale
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a way of commenting on the
world around them. People find
strength in presenting a public
voice and joining online communities. Others use retail therapy – and it’s important to note
that many have been buying
creative supplies for things that
can be considered artistic: acrylic paints, watercolours, puzzles,
pet clothes, exercise bands,
books, and video games to play
with friends worldwide. We hold
online birthday parties, zoom reunions and visit relatives from

behind protective glass. We find
ourselves singing songs to each
other, learning to play those
old dust-covered instruments
we bought back when we were
overly busy and well-intentioned. Feeling that she had become “snippy” with loved ones,
one acquaintance resurrected her
lost art of writing poetry. Morning devotions and daily prayer have been the key for many,
often trying out new kinds of
study and ways of praying. Wisdom literature and the multitude

SHOWS AND MOVIES
WE’VE BEEN STREAMING

EVERYTHING IS ART
Finding God in unexpected places.
EVERY WEEK, I ASK OUR church
community what’s helping them
get through the pandemic. As a
minister, the answers I receive
sometimes smack of that old joke
from Sunday school where every
answer is “Jesus!” no matter what
the kids might first think. And,
honestly, that answer is correct.
For every Christian (I hope),
Jesus is getting us through this.
But what exactly does that look
like?
It’s not a newsflash that our
scriptures, and particularly the
Psalms, speak to us in times of distress. The deep and often raw expression of human emotion draws
us in. The poetry of God’s official
songbook impacts us, just as it has
for every generation before.
What is often surprising though
is that God might speak to us not
only through God’s inspired word
but also through creation and the
work of his image in us. Painting
expresses emotion words cannot.
Poetry does what prose can never
accomplish. A picture can speak
a thousand words; an action can
preach a sermon. The books we
read, the music we listen to, films
we watch and memes we flip
through on social media all play
essential roles in our faith formation in times of trial.
As you step outside to soak
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up some much-needed vitamin
D, do you take time to notice the
architecture, sculptures, advertisements? The painting that is our
sky, the clouds, the trees? Is it only
faith-based films that speak God’s
truth, or the canon of scripture that
has something to say?
From the moment COVID-19
gripped our lives, followers of
Jesus have found creative ways
to be a church of disciples when
Sunday attendance was suddenly
no longer possible. The church
doors were thrown open, and the
Church – the people – was thrown
into the mission field.
In some ways, that mission
field was viewed in the traditional
sense. People sewed masks, donated food, and brought groceries
to infected and isolated neighbours. But I believe God has been
present in other ways.
ART IMITATES LIFE
The pandemic’s early days began
with many delving into the culinary arts. Table fellowship became
a focus. People became experimental and creative. They baked
bread, tried their hand at sourdough and made their own communion elements. Perhaps not
surprisingly, people also began
revealing a lot of new hairstyles.
Often individuals try to control
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the things they can when other
things seem out of their control.
We dye our hair or style it differently. We seek out connection
and communication with dress
and other visual forms of expression. Pyjama pants with suit
jackets have been a hit during
zoom meetings. We are all artists,
whether we realize it or not and
when we are not making art, we
are interacting with it. It is part of
how we commune with God and
God’s creation. Art is diverse; the
expression of thought and the analysis of human meaning through
creative imagination.
So we try our hands at picking
new paths, gardening, and designing new views for ourselves.
Try finding a contractor this past
year! It seems everyone is busy
renovating the place where they
live, work and play. People have
been list-making and goal-setting
despite lost jobs and a slower
pace; gone golfing to find peace;
added writing and reading to their
daily schedule. We have been
maintaining the simple things
like getting up at the same time
each day and shopping online for
new “loungewear.”
We immerse ourselves in the
things we look at, value, watch,
listen to and create. God speaks to
us in a variety of ways if we listen
and engage.
Friends and colleagues have
attempted all manner of artistic endeavour, often not realizing they’re doing so. They
make memes for Facebook as

There’s a ton of great content out there that isn’t strictly
Christian, yet explores questions of faith and morality.
Everything listed here has spiritual or religious undertones
and they’re great if you want to do some pondering after
you watch. (A side note: While some would be great for a
family movie night, not all are appropriate for kids.)
Unorthodox (Netflix)
The Good Place (Netflix)
Mrs. America (Hulu)
Fleabag (Amazon Prime)
The Handmaid’s Tale (Crave)
The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel (Amazon Prime)
Good Omens (Amazon Prime)
The Young Pope (Netflix)
Call the Midwife (Netflix)
Joan of Arcadia (Amazon Prime)
The Vicar of Dibley (Amazon Prime)
Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt (Netflix)
Just Mercy (Amazon Prime)
Messiah (Netflix)
Come Sunday (Netflix)
And if you’re looking for something completely different,
plus fun, educational and insanely cute, you MUST take a
look at Mark Rober’s YouTube channel for his “Building
the perfect squirrel-proof bird feeder.” Trust us (and the 69
million views!), it’s worth the 29 minutes.
What would you add?
Let us know at features@christiancourier.ca.

Mark Rober’s YouTube channel is perfect for a rainy day. Don’t
miss his super popular video about squirrel-proof bird feeders.
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of complex emotions unveiled in
the Psalms give our inarticulate
and aphonic souls a voice.
MUSIC SOOTHES THE
SAVAGE SOUL

Songs, both old and new, break
the monotony. For some, it
might be Bob Dylan’s “When
You Gonna Wake Up”, or Johnny Cash’s “Ain’t No Grave.”
Then again, maybe it’s Linkin
Park’s “What I’ve Done” or Justin Beiber’s “Jesus’s Love.” For
those dealing with a bit of extra
anxiety, perhaps Christian metal is
part of your answer. RED’s “Release the Panic” could feel like a
God-send to some and is in many
ways a modern recapturing of
Psalm 127. Some find peace when
singing along to old sea shanties.
Old, familiar hymns are finding
new life as well.
Just like the viral video of Italians singing to one another across
their balconies at the start of the
pandemic, we all yearn for the liturgy of shared words and everyday shared experience. The world
is the church as people honestly
seek out meaning in new ways.
Online sites like GodTube, filled
solely with “family-friendly” content, can do us good. Recognizing
the negative impact of that old
publishing adage, “if it bleeds, it
leads,” these people found a way
to share the trustworthy but often
maligned good news that too often
gets missed. The Good News Network has put out nearly 20,000
positive and uplifting videos for
people to view, share and discuss.
As a result, Christians now have
even more “good news” to share.
The visual arts, including films,
memes, political cartoons and
paintings, capture the imagination and stir up our blood. Drama
and prose, poetry and dance are
everywhere. I have built my own
mini distillery and tried my hand
at making whiskey. I plan to make
my own communion wine this
year. Woodworking and knitting
are other great examples of being productive and creative. We
have ordered Uber Eats and tried
new things and been pleasantly
surprised. We have been challenged by the book White Fragility, and its many implications.
When COVID-19 first began, I
found myself ordering Stephen
King’s highly theologically reformed mini-series, The Stand.

@ChrCourier
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I also made it through most of
the classic novel 1984 before
becoming a little too disenfranchised with news and politics. I
started out listening to Barry McGuire’s 1965 masterpiece “Eve
of Destruction”, though I feel
that McGuire’s song requires Lecrae’s “Just Like You” to reveal
its full meaning.
THE ART OF LEARNING
Podcasts have filled our ears
while walking our streets with
nothing much else to do. I have
gone through nearly 100 hours
of the Bible Project, which,
though far from perfect, is wonderfully brilliant. Opportunities
for old-school learning (in a
new-world way) is also growing
in popularity, with universities
like Harvard offering free online
education for those seeking personal growth. (Be sure to check
their online catalogue!)
If watching Tiger King wasn’t
your thing, the Guggenheim and
the Louvre are offering free online tours. And if you’ve never
listened to Ira Glass, it’s probably time. This American Life
will spawn spiritual discussions
galore. As always, God has some
surprises for us. The creativity of the Creator has given talent to so many. Randy Newman
wrote that silly “Stay Away” song
(check it out on YouTube) about
hand-washing and mask-wearing. Netflix has An Interview with
God, and it’s well worth your
time and reflection.
If you love otherwise ridiculous and dark adult cartoons,
you’ve likely been enjoying
that even they have waded into
more serious content. The series BoJack Horseman, for example, is a dire warning about
loneliness and all the misguided ways people will attempt to
control their universe. The Good
Place offers viewers a stunning picture of faith and ethics.
Messiah shines with numerous
opportunities for Christian reflection, and so does Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt with her
child-like optimism.
From Facebook posts to TikTok
dances, to the brilliantly comedic
Kim’s Convenience, to old Veggie
Tales episodes, Roblox, Facetime
or watching Bob Ross before
bed, the arts repeatedly highlight
stories of life and faith, and invite

HEALING IN COLOUR
Stories of race, faith and mental health.
Mental Health Week is May 3 – 9, and a new art exhibit is highlighting the intersection of race,
faith and mental health.
Healing in Colour features “Black, Indigenous, and peoples of colour artists from around the
world, [and] the show highlights their experiences, wounds, and journeys of healing,” as stated
on the event’s website, sanctuarymentalhealth.org/healing-in-colour/.
This month’s issue of CC features work from some of the artists featured at the exhibit.
Rev. Milissa Ewing, pastor at Redwood Park
Church in Thunder Bay, Ont., is passionate about
seeing people reconciled to
God, one another, to creation,
and themselves. Her piece,
“New Life” (acrylic paint on
canvas) was inspired by a
traumatic time in her life, and
God’s promise for healing.
“God grieved with me and whispered his promise
that out of my sorrow, new life would emerge.”

Dorothy Leung is an illustrator from outside Toronto. In her art, she strives to “evoke empathy, nostalgia, sentimentality and wonder.”
Her piece “Stigma” (gouache,
pencil and digital) “explores the
topic of stigma as projections
and shadows – the stark contrasts of how we present ourselves and the darkness in which
we also hide.”
Healing in Colour is an initiative of Sanctuary Mental Health Ministries and it runs from May 5 – June
11 both in-person and online at the Dal Schindell Art
Gallery at Regent College, Vancouver, B.C.

a response. My youngest son falls
asleep each night while listening
to Hillsong United’s “Oceans,”
singing along, “Where feet may
fail, and fear surrounds me, You
have never failed, and you won’t
start now!” Like David in the
books of Samuel, music soothes
the savage soul. The arts, when
combined with faith, bring a
calm embrace or a jab to our
sensibilities. The truth is, we are
surrounded by God’s handiwork.

And the handiwork of God’s
handiwork is even more present.
The thing is, it’s all helpful to us
as we navigate the confusion,
frustration and loneliness of this
pandemic. Exactly how much or
how often or what God is actually saying to us through the arts is
another question. I guess it depends upon how much time the
sheep spend getting to know the
Shepherd’s voice in order to hear
it clearly. And now I’m back to

that old Sunday school answer.
How are we getting through this?
Well, a lot of ways. But the main
one, the one that makes all the
others possible, that answer is
still, “Jesus.”
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Brad Childs
Brad is minister at Fairview Presbyterian Church
in Vancouver, B.C.
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INDEPENDENT LIVING
Life Lease & Monthly Rentals
with Enhanced Ser vices
Our enhanced services feature
three Chef prepared meals per day, weekly
housekeeping, flat laundry service, a full
activity program, scheduled transportation
and an emergency response system

Contact us @ (905) 988-9414
accommodations@martindaleplace.com
1128 Vansickle Road North, St. Catharines
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LEARNING TO FLY

an angel reflects on human discovery
Before they knew how to fly they watched birds
all that flap & flutter of feathers A boy once tried
it himself Icarus-like but with less
immediate success hauling himself to the top of a wall
only to fall over & over again but at least
without the plummet into the blue Mediterranean
Whenever the Maker laughed Watch this
delighted by their contraptions rattling
along the beach for us the angels who’ve never
had to learn it was like watching them struggling to reach
God lifted on the wind of the Spirit but tripping
when some preacher tied their shoelaces together
The boy wondered whether angels have feathers
though knew little of wind & even less of weightlessness
Leonardo tried many things knowing how to look
& guess & learn from every fall
perhaps knowing how God loves a puzzle
the biggest an intricate universe made oh so discoverable
D.S. MARTIN

‘SEE YOU IN MY DREAMS’
Brian Bork | reviews@christiancourier.ca
Brian is CC’s Review Editor and a CRC chaplain at the University
of Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier University.

I’VE ALWAYS HAD A BIT OF AN ANTIQUARIAN sensibility when it comes
to music, which can leave me feeling out of step with the times. But
these days, it’s a wonderful relief to transport yourself – eyes closed,
headphones on – to another era as a brief respite from our present tedium. It’s in that spirit – and in the spirit of this imagination-themed issue
– that I’d like to commend to you my favourite musician.
Jean Baptiste Reinhardt was born in Pont-à-Celles, Belgium in 1910,
though the name might not be immediately familiar. He went by Django, and folks debate whether that’s a diminutive of Jean, or whether it’s
a Gypsy word meaning “I awake.” Either way, Django Reinhardt was
a Gypsy. Though a better term would be Roma or Romani, as Gypsy
isn’t the preferred term any longer. That said, the style of music Django
invented is still referred to as “Gypsy jazz” today.
MUSICAL BEACON OF HOPE
Django was a musician from his earliest days, playing traditional Romani folk music, predominantly on a banjo/guitar hybrid. He lived in
a caravan with his wife, who had a gig making artificial flowers from
celluloid, which, as it turns out, is highly flammable. In November
1928, while readying himself for bed, Django knocked over a candle,
and the caravan was quickly engulfed in flames. He was badly burned
on most of his body, and spent three months in the hospital. His left
hand – his fretting hand – was badly disfigured by the fire, leaving
only his index and middle fingers with normal function. Bad news for
a guitarist, right?
Apparently not in Django’s case. Django set about re-learning the
guitar, integrating all the musical styles that were swirling around Europe at the time. Those Romani folk tunes, but also the work of com@ChrCourier
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posers like Debussy, Ravel, Fauré
and Satie. And, of course, American swing. The resulting style
is absolutely beguiling – moody,
romantic, dark and enchanting.
With those two functional fingers,
Django played with pure felicity.
Abetted by his brother Joseph and
the violinist Stephane Grappelli,
Django formed The Quintet du
Hot Club de France, and set up
shop in Parisian cafés. He performed throughout WWII, a rather
dangerous thing for a Roma musician to do under Nazi rule, yet he
persevered, his music a beacon of
hope to occupied Paris.
IMPROV & DELIGHT
After the war, when cross-Atlantic travel became possible again,
Django came to America at the
invitation of Duke Ellington. He
was scheduled to play some concerts with the Duke’s big band
at Carnegie Hall in November of
1946, but at the curtain call he was
nowhere to be found. Ellington,
being the consummate professional, diligently played a set with his
orchestra. Then another, and then
another.
And then a yellow cab pulled up
in front of the storied concert hall.
Django bounded out, late because
he’d run into Edith Piaf’s husband

D.S. Martin is the author of four poetry collections, including Ampersand (2018),
and Conspiracy of Light: Poems Inspired by the Legacy of C.S. Lewis (2013),
both from Cascade Books. His new collection Angelicus will be published in 2021.
He is Poet-in-Residence at McMaster Divinity College.

Public Domain.

“Blue Morpho Double Helix,” hand-drawn geometric art by Rafael Araujo, Spain. Find more of his work and his upcoming
colouring book at rafael-araujo.com. Used with permission.

Django in New York, NY, 1946.

in the street and got to chatting.
Someone handed him a guitar. He
tuned it up, walked out to the front
of the orchestra, played his set,
and finally left the stage after six
encores and rapturous applause.
After his American jaunt, Django returned to France, bought
himself a Lincoln and pulled
a caravan to Samois-sur-Seine
where he spent days fishing and
playing cards, occasionally taking
the train to Paris to perform. In
May 1953, while walking home
from the train station, he suffered
a stroke which claimed his life at
only 43.
Django left us with about 900
recordings, and most are readily
available on the streaming ser-

vice of your choice. Listen to
the daydreamy “Nuages” from
1940, for a taste of that yearning
for better days, whether past or
future. His 1939 version of the
standard “I’ll See You in My
Dreams” offers the same, and
you’ll encounter one of the finest improvisations in jazz history, too. “Dark Eyes” or “Les
Yeux Noirs” is a perfect example
of the blend of folk tunes with a
hot jazz sensibility. And, if you
long for some pure delight, track
down his rendition of “Honeysuckle Rose,” from 1946;
Django’s on a borrowed electric
guitar, seated at the prow of that
marvelous Ellington big band.
Beautiful.
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PSALM 139 REVISITED
FOR MY MOTHER

Search me not, for dust is what you’ll find.
Divinely-made, but dust remains, from what
An image once contained in flesh and blood.
Search me some, for likeness fair – a face
To nameless fear – still stays inside.
A place to hide abides within, amid
The Me, the small-fall character once full,
Rife with life and love and piety.
So look a little and when You see,

ON MOTHER’S DAY
For everyone who has lost a mother,
for mothers who have lost children,
for those who long to be mothers,
and for those who can’t visit with loved ones
this Mother’s Day –
you are not forgotten.

Look, see, not specks of worthless dirt
But grasping hands, to apprehend a breeze
To liven dust: revitalizing grace.
And find, not ore or dross to be refined,
But something rare: a soul laid bare
To mother-love, who hearing words
Of harsh complaint and spiteful sound
Applies her poultice, mercy, to my wound.

Curt’s mother Elinore Mae (Voskuil) Gesch.

Curt Gesch
Curt is a retired teacher and semi-active farmer
living in Quick, B.C.

LANG ZAL ZE LEVEN!
Heidi VanderSlikke | hmvanderslikke@hotmail.com
Heidi lives in Mapleton Township, Ont. Her life and writing centre
on faith, family and farm life. (Lang zal ze leven is Dutch for
“Long may she live!”)

FOR MY MOTHER-IN-LAW’S
50th birthday I gave her two
more grandchildren. Okay, Jack
helped. But I still think I outdid myself. Time flies. I can’t
believe my sweet twins turn 40
this year. (Their “baby” sister is
already 35.) Mom, although she
doesn’t look it, will celebrate her
ninetieth birthday on May 6, DV.
She’s still an avid reader, excellent knitter and loves to laugh.
Her optimistic nature keeps her
young at heart.
She grew up in Hazerswoude,
the Netherlands. Along came
Dad and dazzled her with his motorbike. She married him at the
age of 19. They immigrated to
Saskatchewan shortly afterward.
When their first child was on the
way, Mom found prairie life lonely and pregnancy difficult. They
returned to Holland where Nelly
was born, then came back to Canada – this time to Ontario, closer
to her oldest sister and family.
Eventually they settled in Stoney
Creek and joined Ebenezer Reformed Church.
16 MAY 10, 2021
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Church life was important to
them. Through the years Mom
served as Sunday School Supervisor, taught Vacation Bible
School, worked on committees
and was active with Reformed
Church Women (RCW) at the
local and Classis levels. They
lived in Stoney Creek for more
than 20 years and established a
solid base of deep friendships.
In 1983 they moved near to us
in Harriston. Once again Mom
left the familiar behind to begin
a new chapter in life. She soon
became involved in the Harriston Reformed Church and made
many new friends there and in
the community.
Having never met any of my
own grandparents, I was glad
to have Mom and Dad VanderSlikke become part of our daily
family life.
AT GRANDMA’S HOUSE
Always energetic, Mom was
usually game for whatever my
kids suggested to her. I remember her climbing high into the
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Heidi’s mother-in-law with her twin grandchildren, 1991.

straw forts in search of kittens.
On summer afternoons you could
often find her playing in the pool
with the kids. On Thursdays they
were allowed to actually splash
her, since she always had her hair
done on Friday mornings. She
still has nice hair.

When someone needed a heartto-heart talk, Mom was available.
Five-year-old Stephanie had trouble learning to ride on two wheels.
She asked Grandma, “Do you
think it’s important for a girl to
ride a bike?” Grandma gently assured her that the day would come

when she would be able to do that
and anything else she set her heart
on. It just took time and patience.
She was right.
The kids enjoyed many
sleepovers at Grandma’s house.
She loved to play board games,
go for walks and set up “Mrs.
Koekebakker’s Restaurant” with
them. She proudly attended all of
their milestones and achievements
– birthdays, church and school
programs, graduations, weddings.
They could count on her smiling
face in the crowd, cheering them
on. She rejoiced at the birth of each
of her 12 great-grandchildren.
Until a couple of years ago,
she baked dozens upon dozens
of cookies for all the grandchildren and their families at Christmas, as well as knitting countless
pairs of her wonderful slippers
for anyone who needed them.
Her steps are somewhat slower
these days. But nothing will diminish her love for family.
As ever, Mom begins her days
with Bible reading and prayer.
She faithfully brings every single one of us in the family before
the Lord. In her model of devotion we are blessed by the loving
God who has watched over her
and provided for her each day of
these 90 years gone by. And that
gives us all much to celebrate
this year!
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BEFORE FASCISM TAKES ROOT,
CHURCHES MUST SPEAK UP
Lessons for today from the Dutch Calvinist Christians who believed Hitler’s ‘Big Lie.’
Richard Reitsma

DURING THE 1930s, when Hitler
destroyed Germany’s democratic
institutions and turned his country into a Nazi superpower, he
used the force of his government
to spread Nazi lies to the rest of
Europe and around the world.
Goebbels, his propaganda wizard,
made sure that all his words and
images were tailored to exploit
the differing social, religious and
political strengths and weaknesses of other countries.
A major building block in
Goebbels’ pyramid of propaganda
was the claim that Hitler had taken on a two-sided godly task. He
promised not only to protect the
Christian faith from the onslaught
of Moscow-based atheistic Communism; he also promised to bring
renewal to the Christian Church.
He claimed that, as a champion of
“positive Christianity,” he would
give voice to the Christian spirit
which was, he argued, deeply embedded within the very heart of
the Germanic race and in the soul
of the German nation.
More than any of the other
Nazi falsehoods, this swindle, in
the words of Kenneth Burke, was
the congealing glue that gave a
militant strength to Hitler’s National Socialistic empire. This
Big Lie about Hitler’s almost
divine status is what turned normal German pastors and theologians into rabid nationalists.
This deeply demonic myth also
helped turn normal church-going believers in Germany into
militant zealots who, in WWII,
offered up their lives on the battlefields of Europe, Africa and
the USSR for what they believed
was a God-inspired leader.
HITLER’S BIG LIE IN THE
NETHERLANDS

When Hitler’s Big fascist Lie
first took root in Germany, 85
percent of the Dutch population in the Netherlands was still
church going. Most people belonged to one of many Calvinist
denominations as Protestants or
@ChrCourier

ChrCourier

to the Roman Catholic church.
Between 1933 and 1945, Dutch
church-going Calvinists responded in three opposing ways to the
religious core of Hitler’s Big Lie.
Those views, ranging between admiration and rejection, stirred up
much church conflict. The nature
of the conflict only becomes clear
if we break the years 1933-1945
into three smaller units of time: the
ideological conflict years (19331936), the church conflict years
(1936-1940), and the war years
(1940-1945).
CONFLICTING IDEOLOGIES:
1933-1936

When the fascist leader Anton
Mussert established his Dutch
Nazi party in 1932, he set up
what he grandiosely called his
“Department of Religious Affairs.” It was nothing more than
a small club of prominent leaders
from different churches who peddled Nazi propaganda through
books, newspapers, sermons and
public lectures. Its stated mission
was to convince Christians in the
Netherlands that Hitler’s Big Lie
was the gospel truth.
A different group of Calvinists had an equally powerful anti-fascist perspective. This group,
including theologians and pastors such as Klaas Schilder, J. J.
Buskes and K. H. Miscotte, was
fiercely opposed to National Socialism. They argued that the fascist ideology of Hitler, Mussolini
and Franco was not saving Christianity from Communism but, because of its anti-Christian roots,
was both destroying the Christian
Church and undermining western
democratic countries.
CHURCH RIFTS: 1936-1940
By the middle of the 1930’s it
became clear to many Calvinist
church leaders that Nazi ideology
was taking root in their respective churches; members of their
own congregations were joining
Mussert’s NSB political party
and promoting Nazi ideology.

Pastors who had been influenced by the writings of anti-fascists like Klaas Schilder believed
that Mussert’s movement was
dangerous. To protect the church,
they argued, it was important to
expel hard-core NSB members;
one could not be both a faithful
follower of Christ and accept anti-Christian Nazi teachings.
But most Dutch Calvinist church
leaders had, by 1936, decided that
National Socialism was not all bad;
surely it included both good and
bad elements. They liked Hitler’s
militant anti-communism and, consequently, readily overlooked his
fierce Anti-Semitism and the fact
that he was turning the Lutheran
Church in Germany into a Nazi
prop. Because they half-heartedly accepted Hitler’s Big Lie, these
middle-of-the-road Calvinists had
no problem thinking that Dutch
NSB members, like German Nazis,
were very sincere Christians whose
faith should not be questioned.
The simmering dispute between the anti-fascist Calvinists and the middle-of-the-road
Calvinists burst out in the open
during the summer of 1936. The
anti-fascist faction wanted the
national church council to pass a
resolution stating that local GKN
churches must expel hard core
NSB member from their midst.
The middle-of-the-roaders opposed that proposal.
In that controversy Dr. H.H.
Kuyper, son of Abraham Kuyper,
became the leading middle-ofthe-roader who fought for a mild
treatment of church-going Nazis.
In the end what came out of the
ecclesiastical sausage machine was
a compromise. NSB church members should be reprimanded by local
church leaders but could not actually be expelled from their church if
they continued, in their public behavior, to act like Christians.
WHEN THE RUBBER HIT THE
ROAD: 1940-1945

In May 1940, the Dutch nation
became an occupied Nazi coun-

Rotterdam after being bombed by the Germans, May 1940.

try. In this new environment
only information supporting
Hitler’s Big Lie was officially
allowed to circulate.
The ways that the Calvinist (and
other) church leaders responded
to the so-called “new order” was
consistent with their pre-war approaches. A relatively small cohort of fierce anti-fascists Calvinists, like Klaas Schilder, quietly or
openly resisted the totalitarian rulers. Members from this group ultimately set up underground newspapers, helped find hiding places
for Jews and, in some cases, were
imprisoned or killed.
A small group of Fascist Calvinists reacted quite differently.
These leaders were enthusiastic
about the arrival Hitler’s armies
in the Netherlands and, as sympathizers, offered their services
to the new rulers. These Nazi collaborators, like Vaart Smit, often
had access to food and well-paying jobs during the war but, after
1945, had to face Dutch tribunals.
The middle-of-the-road Calvinists, who had seen both good
and bad in the Nazi movement
before the war, started out by
cooperating with Hitler and his
minions. Some even went so
far as to argue that Hitler was
the “rightful” ruler of the Netherlands and that all those who
resisted the new rulers were unchristian “terrorists” who did not
obey God’s commanded as articulated in Romans 13.
Before the end of the war,
however, this group of Calvinists
discovered that the middle-ofthe-road position was untenable.
That road was covered by nothing more than slippery Nazi lies.
By the time that these Calvinists
woke up and saw the full nature
of Hitler’s Big Lie, the war was

almost over, and it was too late
to help their Jewish countrymen
who were either in hiding or had
already been sent off to Hitler’s
death camps.
The troubling interplay between
these three groups within Dutch
Calvinism, before and during
WWII, has left deep tracks in
modern Dutch history – as well as
in modern historical research dealing with the issues relating to the
connections between the Christian
church and the Holocaust.
Fascist ideals, such as those
promoted these days by Orbañ in
Hungary, Kaczyñaski in Poland
and dedicated Trump supporters
in the U.S., are again taking root
in many Christian communities
throughout the world. Given that
fact, all Christian believers are
well advised to fully understand
how and why, in the 1930’s,
those same basic lies took root in
the minds of some Dutch Christians and were rejected by others. We must, as Frans van Lier
has argued in his web posting
“Lessons from my Grandfather,”
pay attention to dark warnings of
anti-fascists from the past. Even
a little part of the Big Fascist Lie
is still a Big Lie and, as such,
corrupts the living Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ as taught in
the Scriptures.

CHRISTIANCOURIER.CA

Richard Reitsma
Richard is a Dutch Historian and retired library
Director (NWC, Iowa). He
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JOY BEYOND THE WALLS OF THE WORLD
bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Bob, at almost 75 years of age, is ever more aware of death and
resurrection.

“Remember this! Whoever does
not receive the Kingdom of God
like a child will never enter it”
(Mark 10:15).
IN A LONG-AGO CC COLUMN, I argued that, from a literary standpoint,
the Bible might well be considered a
fantastic comedy: fantastic because
it admits to a reality of things beyond our ordinary five senses, and
a comedy because it ultimately ends
happily in a city of delight.
In the 1930s, British philologist
and author J.R.R. Tolkien wrote his
great fantasy The Hobbit and the
follow-up trilogy The Fellowship
of the Rings. It wasn’t until three
decades later, however, that his
oeuvre captured the imagination
of millions of readers world-wide.
In more recent times, this saga
has won new admirers through a
block-buster series of films.
Space limitations and familiar-

ity preclude my retelling Tolkien’s story, set in the make-believe
world of Middle Earth. Briefly,
it concerns a journey taken by a
fellowship of hobbit friends to the
land of Mordor – a land of fear and
terror, of powers so overwhelming
that seemingly only complete fools
would attempt such a journey. The
diminutive hobbits go on their journey because they have a mission to
destroy the one Ring that the Lord
of Mordor needs to consolidate his
power for world conquest.
Tolkien’s world is fantastic and
yet it is real. Even cynical college
students of the anarchic 1960s
felt the inner truth of Tolkien’s
narrative and made his writings
a publishing sensation. Many
learned and popular articles and
books have attempted to explain
Tolkien’s purpose and vision in
writing his Middle Earth saga.
But all this analytic writing most-

ly missed the mark, and was quite
unnecessary, for Tolkien himself,
in a remarkable essay titled On
Fairy Stories, provided definitive
clues to the power and essential
reality of his narrative.
SUDDEN AND MIRACULOUS
The key word for Tolkien is joy,
a joy that comes when we reach
the “turn” of a story; that joy we
feel when, in a hopeless and catastrophic situation, consolation and
hope arrives. It is not a fugitive or
escapist joy, for it does not deny the
existence of sorrow and failure. It is
rather that joy we experience within
the reality of living when, through
the “turn” of sudden and miraculous
grace, we can deny the final defeat
and catch a glimpse of joy – “Joy
beyond the walls of the world.”
With those words from Tolkien, it becomes clear, as he himself pointed out, that the Christian
narrative contains a fairy-story
that embraces the essence of all
fairy-stories. The journey it relates
has “all the inner consistency of
reality.” It begins with the joy of

Tobias Stonjeck Unsplash.

Bob Bruinsma |

God is the Lord of angels and of humans – and of hobbits.

Creation and ends with the joy of the Resurrection. And though it is filled
with the terror of sin and suffering, it provides, in Christ, the “turn” in
humanity’s history. Christian joy, then, is supreme because it is primarily
true. God is the Lord of angels and of humans – and of hobbits. While still
filled with sin and terror, the Christian story is Christ’s ultimate victory
over death – a story that, with Tolkien, lets us sing and laugh with a Joy
beyond time and the walls of the world. Fantastic.

POSSIBLY...
Sara Pot |

thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story includes daughters Rachel and Janneke
who are severely disabled but radiate joy and grace.

“Last night, while I lay thinking here,
some Whatifs crawled inside my ear
and pranced and partied all night long
and sang their same old Whatif song . . .”
SO BEGINS A POEM FROM SHEL SILVERSTEIN , one that describes

vividly for me how active my own imagination was (and still is).
As a child, my imagination created many fun-filled days (let’s pretend!). However, after I was tucked in for the night, the imagined
was coloured with fear and worry; what ifs kept me awake and
frequently led me to seek reassurance from my sleeping parents.
My post-secondary schooling took place in Michigan, and Sunday nights often found me traveling westward from Ontario. My
friend Kevin and I would pass the time by imagining the clouds
and fading sun rays to be another world, just beyond our reach,
complete with mountains and lakes. The sunset game often led to
deep musings over life and pursuit of good things to come.
NEVER IMAGINED

Shortly after I was married, my mom was killed in a car accident,
something I had never imagined. Consequently, for the first few
years of our marriage, any time my husband Ralph was late returning home, the what ifs steered my imagination into dark places. I got so good at preparing for the unexpected, I had Ralph’s
funeral planned in the few minutes he was delayed.
18 MAY 10, 2021
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RESPECTING THE IMAGINED
Several years later, I learned from a
fellow parent how important it is to
acknowledge the power of my own
child’s imagination, particularly

LEARNING FROM THE IMAGINED
When I was pregnant with our third
daughter Rachel and was made
aware of the concerns with her development, my imagination helped

“’In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my
Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters
will prophesy, your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams’” (Joel 2:28).
with repetitive nightmares. Rather
than dismiss the impossible scenario of a large monster chasing her son
night after night through an endless
tunnel, my friend would tuck him in
with a banana, so he could use the
peel to cause the monster to slip,
providing an escape.

me cope. It created several scenarios that I rotated thinking about, in
an effort to plan for the unexpected.
After the arrival of Janneke, our
second daughter born with visible
disabilities, I learned to imagine less
about what the girls would never do
and more about the practical pres-

ent. I mapped out scenarios in my
head, such as helping my tired brain
think about what needed to be kept
packed for the next hospital visit. I
often use my imagination to understand the girls’ cues and create their
voices inside my head.
I’m of the opinion that my imagination is both a gift, fueling my
wobbly faith, and a curse, allowing what ifs to take over in my
more vulnerable moments. Each
day seems to hold opportunity for
this tension. I recently picked up
The Optimist’s Telescope: Thinking
Ahead in a Reckless Age by Bina
Venkataraman. She had me hooked
within the first few pages: “Prediction is not that helpful for heeding
future threats, unless it is paired
with imagination. And if we can’t
incite our imaginations to serve
our purpose, today’s revolution in
scientific forecasting might be in
vain. When it comes to threats we
cannot predict, moreover, we will
be at a complete loss to plan ahead
if we do not expand our view of the
possible (27).” Though the book
doesn’t bring into focus my Creator,
it shares the truth that healthy wondering can help.
What have you imagined today?
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Roland De Vries |

rdevries@pcmtl.ca

Roland teaches at The Presbyterian College, Montreal. He likes
to explore culture and play with words.

WE ARE ANXIOUS AND at a loss,

Unsplash

staying in an empty and mosquito-infested YWAM residence
in Dakar – a busy, confounding
city that neither of us knows. My
flight has just come in from Vancouver, via New York; she has
taken all manner of public transportation (bush taxi, ferry, bus)
from a rural town in The Gam-

bia. It has been a year since our
last in-person conversation and
now we are thrown into complete
dependence on each other, for
which neither of us is prepared.
The phone call that saves us is
to Christine, back in Sibanor. A
generous soul if ever there was
one, she is strong in compassion and full of wisdom. In this

Sometimes salvation is a lumbering bus with a heavy diesel engine.

WHAT IF . . . ?
Rudy Eikelboom | reikelboom@wlu.ca
Rudy, who tries to keep a childlike trust in his Lord, is a pastoral elder
at Waterloo Christian Reformed Church and a psychology professor at
Wilfrid Laurier University.

I AM CURRENTLY READING The Sin of Certainty by Peter Enns. Enns’s

main argument is that Christians have become enamoured of true beliefs at the cost of trust as our faith’s central virtue. We are too concerned about being correct, and we require others in our community,
especially our leaders, to hold correct views on matters of doctrine
above all else. Too often we act as if we have a handle on the truth (or
are close to it) and that there is no need to explore and imagine other
possibilities. Perfection becomes our end state and cannot be bettered.
But in scripture, God’s creation is described as good and very good; it
is not described as perfect.
Enns argues that trust in God, rather than truth, should be at the
heart of our faith, even in the face of doubts and uncertainty. While
beliefs are important, they are not the heart of our faith. We can be
wrong about our beliefs – indeed we are likely to be – but trust in God
is nonnegotiable for a Christian.
THE CREATIVE MIND OF GOD
Science has consistently argued that what we know today is only a
stepping-stone to a greater understanding of the world. The truth we
know becomes only a particular case of a more extensive understanding. Isaac Newton was a great scientist who discovered and described
many of the laws of physics and gravity. These laws were definitive
to scientists for over 200 years. But then Albert Einstein imagined
what would happen if he rode on a beam of light, and his theory of
relativity became a better way of understanding gravity in the cosmos.
At other times, observations give rise to a completely different way
of understanding the richness of creation. Charles Darwin spent time
@ChrCourier
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moment she offers a window of
hope: “There are friends in the
town of Richard Toll. Go north
to find them.” Wasting no time,
we throw on our backpacks and
rush to the bus depot, hoping we
aren’t too late for transportation.
We aren’t.
COMFORT FOOD
Sometimes salvation is a lumbering bus with a heavy diesel
engine. The bus rolls north with
open windows through sunburnt countryside. We trundle
past seaside St. Louis and then
veer north-east toward Richard
Toll, a town that sits on the border with Mauritania. It’s a town
that throws together North Africa with Sub-Saharan West Africa
along the Senegal River – a colonial town producing sugar from
its founding to today. Our arrival
is late, but the arms of Jenny and
Maria are as wide open as could
be imagined.
The next day, Becky and I set
out early for the local tailor so I
can shed my heavy jeans in fa-

vour of light cotton pants. We
visit in his bare living room for a
time, with no shared language between us, before turning to transactional business. There is a tape
measure around my waist and
down my leg, an agreement on a
price, and then a length of fabric
left for his scissors and sewing
machine to perform their magic.
And as we leave, a gourd of
warm millet with sour milk,
sugar and ground nuts is placed
in our hands. If there is a comfort food in northern Senegal,
this is surely it. I may not experience that goodness again in
my mouth and on my tongue,
but memory carries the experience so vividly that it may be
enough; more than enough.
LIFE ABUNDANT
On Sunday there is worship
in the compound and home of
Jenny and Maria – two single
women serving Christ in all their
particularity. One from Switzerland, the other from Australia.
A young, Arabic-speaking man,

recently baptized, leads us in
a song he has prepared. We all
laugh together in worship at the
impossibility of our matching his
sing-song style and sliding tones;
they are the lyrical contortions of
Arabic song that would take us a
lifetime to learn.
There is a walk along the river, a visit to the market. And
there is laughter – so much
laughter – with our hosts. They
are the Abbot and Costello of
missionary women, refusing the
stereotypes of solemn or stern
or unsmiling. Who knew that
a beach pail overflowing with
white sugar and molasses (on
its way to becoming brown sugar) could later provide almost a
lifetime of smiles?
Twenty-four years later, the
memories still make my eyes well
up. This is abundant life in the
voice of a friend, in the welcome
of strangers, in wordless conversation, in the tastes of another world,
and in laughter that cures the soul.
Abundant life that is nothing but
surprise and gift.

studying finches on the Galapagos Islands on his journey on
the Beagle. These observations,
along with some other incomplete theories, led to the theory of

Perfection is the
opponent of
imagination.
evolution. With the discovery of
genes and their role in development, evolution has become the
framework for all the life sciences. The explosive richness of
life, coming from a much simpler beginning, gives us reason
to praise the majesty and creative
power of our God. We should
take this expanding richness of
life on earth as a metaphor for
how we should come to better
understand God and his will,
Word and world.
Not accepting the ultimate
truth of current knowledge and
using our God-given imagination
to explore new ways of understanding has led to advances in
science. If we believe that our
understanding is a perfect reflection of the truth and existence, we

NASA.

SENEGAL, 1997

The Carina Nebula, approximately 8,500 light-years from Earth.

stop looking closely at the world
to see if better ways can be imagined. “What if . . .” is one of
the most vital openings into the
creative mind of God.
If we are willing to use our imagination to explore God’s world
(and Word), we must recognize
that sometimes we will be wrong.
But if holding true beliefs is no
longer central to our faith, then
we can have the grace to live with
each others’ differences, mistakes
and misadventures. Over time,
we have furthered our understanding of what our humanity

means in treating and respecting
each other. Slavery, in the light
of Exodus, is something Christians can no longer accept – we
are all made in our Father and
Lord’s image and can only belong to him. The place of women
in our community has changed,
again recognizing the humanity
of both genders. If holding on to
our truth is no longer critical to
our relationship with our Father,
it need not divide us. Instead, we
can give full rein to the gift of our
creativity and imagination, which
are a blessing from God.
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PRINCE PHILIP’S LONG LIFE AND CHRISTIAN FAITH
David T. Koyzis |

dtkoyzis@gmail.com
David is a Global Scholar with Global Scholars Canada. He is the author
of Political Visions and Illusions and We Answer to Another: Authority,
Office, and the Image of God.

katiemunnik@yahoo.ca

THIS SPRING, OUR CITY IS RUNNING a healthy eating challenge, and
our family was lucky to be chosen to participate. When I put in the
application, I hoped it would give us something new to do during
another stay-local holiday far away from our wider family. We like
cooking together and usually like to try new things. This could be a
shot of inspiration to try some new ideas.
When the box arrived, it felt like Christmas – all these surprises.

|

We also wondered about the
people who designed this program. How did they choose these
recipes? These methods and ingredients? How did they choose
the ways to describe the methods?

By all accounts, Philip would have
been happy to continue his naval
career, and for the first years of
their marriage, he and the heir to
the throne were stationed in Malta,
maintaining a semblance of nonroy-

Katie is an Ottawa writer living in Cardiff with her spouse and three growing
children. You can also find Katie on twitter @messy_table.
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Local potatoes! Interesting looking mustard! Fancy granola we’d
never tried before! And what are
we supposed to with the Quorn?
The recipes were very simple,
and the kids decided to take charge.
These were all meals they could
make. Our eldest already enjoys
preparing meals and her brothers
like helping, but looking at the recipe cards, they soon divided all the
tasks among themselves, leaving
me sitting in the corner, watching
and waiting for their questions. I’m
not sure what the city nutritionists
imagined, but as I sat there, I was
delighted to see how the kids approached the challenge.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND
CONVERT

FEEDING THE IMAGINATION
Katie Munnik |

out her long reign, Prince Philip
felt somewhat freer to speak his
mind, occasionally courting controversy over a careless remark.
He could be blunt, in contrast to his
more diplomatic wife.
Baptized in the Greek Orthodox
Church, Philip converted to the
Church of England at the time of
his marriage to Princess Elizabeth
in 1947. At the same time he was
granted several titles, most notably
Duke of Edinburgh.

Gary Knight Creative Commons with attribution.

blessed with stable political life,
and shortly after his birth, Philip’s family were forced into exile.
Thus he did not grow up speaking
Greek, had no Greek ancestry, and
had no memory of Greece.
By the time Philip turned nine,
his parents were no longer living
together. He attended schools in
France, Germany, England and
Scotland, entering the Royal Navy
at age 18, the year the Second
World War broke out. Corresponding with the teenage daughter of
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth during this time, he received
permission to marry her after the
war, knowing full well that she was
destined to be Queen.

Isla Munnik.

IT IS DIFFICULT FOR MOST of us to
fathom how long Queen Elizabeth
and Prince Philip were married.
According to the Bible, the normal human lifespan is three score
years and ten (Psalm 90:10), which
suggests that the normal marriage might last between 40 and
50 years. But the Queen and her
consort were married for 73 years,
which is not just unusually long but
ascends nearly to the ranks of the
heroic in its durability.
Prince Philip was born in the
Greek island of Corfu, but he
wasn’t exactly Greek. When
Greece became independent in
1832, it did so as a monarchy with
an imported Bavarian prince on the
new throne. After the hapless King
Otto was overthrown in 1862, a
younger son of King Christian IX
of Denmark became King George
I, who reigned until his assassination in 1913. George’s son Andrew
married Princess Alice of Battenberg, and together they produced
a son, Philip. Greece was never

al military life. During their goodwill tour of the Commonwealth in
1952, the Queen’s father died, and
her new responsibilities demanded
the couple return to London. The
scriptwriters for the Netflix series
The Crown suggest that their marriage was rocky during these years.
But if it was, the media were loath
even to suggest it, as they had yet
to assume the vicious prurience for
which they are notorious today.
Unlike the Queen, who has conducted herself flawlessly through-
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NEW UTENSILS
This challenge ended up being a
larger imaginative act than I expected that extended into our dinnertime
conversations. We talked a lot about
how other families might interpret
the recipes – those with less cooking
experience, those from other cultural contexts – and we wondered how
the same recipe might look cooked
by different cooks.

INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
The writers for The Crown suggest that Prince Philip flirted with
atheism in his younger years, but
former Archbishop of York, John
Sentamu, claims to The Yorkshire
Post that Philip discussed with him
freely his and the Queen’s shared
rootedness in the Christian faith:
“Of course, the Queen and I are
so strong in Jesus Christ.” His remarkable mother, Princess Alice,
had founded an order of Orthodox
nuns in Greece, spent the war years
sheltering Jews during the German
occupation, and ended her life at
Buckingham Palace with her son
and daughter-in-law. Her presence
in Philip’s life likely had an impact
on his own faith. Nevertheless, he
was known to be inquisitive about
other religions and was interested
in fostering interfaith dialogue.
After such a long marriage, the
Queen has suffered a great loss.
But with the passing of the generation that came of age during the
Second World War, we remember
with the psalmist that our lives,
however long they may be, will
one day draw to a close. Even if
we, “by reason of strength,” attain
to four score or, like Prince Philip,
five score, they remain in God’s
hands.

LOOKING FORWARD
As parents, we’re responsible
for equipping our kids. Our
present is spent in preparing
them for their futures. Through
teaching basic life skills and

Equipping our kids is an imaginative act,
fuelled by faith and love.
What assumptions did they have
and what did they hope to inspire?
From the packaging, we could
tell that the ingredients came from a
range of grocery stores and we wondered about the decisions behind
this. We assumed the stores were
donating the ingredients to the program. Who decided how that would
work? Who packed the boxes?
Alongside the food, there were
also a few new utensils in the box.
Our eldest said she’d be taking
the wooden spoons off to university. She’ll be 15 this summer, so
the spoons have a bit of time in
my drawer first, but she’s looking
ahead, making plans and beginning to imagine her own future.

stretching their perceptions and
understandings of the world,
we help them learn who they
might be as they grow towards
adulthood. This equipping is an
imaginative act, fuelled by faith
and love. I don’t think it’s an accident that our scriptures give us
so many stories of shared meals.
Like sharing traditions, reading
recipes helps us to focus our
attention on the present detail,
and preparing food helps us
plan ahead. In the kitchen and at
the table, we teach and trust together as a family, receiving and
sharing the gifts of creation with
imaginative gratitude.
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THE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE CORE
Derek Schuurman |

derek@calvin.edu

Derek is a professor at Calvin University, which has recently
revamped its core curriculum.

I STUDIED ENGINEERING AT A LARGE, respected provincial university, an education made up almost entirely of specialized engineering
courses. At the time I was told I was getting the best education available, but I have since realized that something was missing.
In contrast to many large public universities, a Christian liberal arts
education includes a set of “core” courses that all students must take.
These core courses typically span many topics, ranging from foundational courses in theology, philosophy and history as well as courses in
science, social sciences and humanities. As a Professor at Redeemer,
Calvin and Dordt, all my computer science students were required to
take a variety of core courses alongside their technical ones.
To be sure, students frequently complain about the core and about “getting it out of the way.” After all, what is the benefit of requiring students
in professional programs, like engineering or computer science, to read
Shakespeare, take world history courses, music and fine arts, or study theology and philosophy? Ironically, the answer is often expressed by alumni
who, once they are engaged in life and work, attest to the value of the
breadth and perspective they gained in the core curriculum.
A broad core helps to guard against reductionism – the tendency in
academic studies to reduce all of created reality to one thing. To understand this, think about a flower. A flower is not just an object of beauty
but functions in many other ways as well. It possesses mathematical
and geometric aspects in the symmetry of petals and leaves. It also has
physical and chemical properties, such as the ones that make photosynthesis possible. Furthermore, a flower is a living thing that functions biologically and as part of a larger ecosystem. Moreover, at times flowers
may possess economic value (as is the case in a floral business). Flowers

can be associated with social occasions, to communicate feelings,
or as religious symbols. Christian
philosophers refer to this notion as
the multi-aspectual nature of created reality since things cannot be
simply reduced to just one thing.
HOLISTIC VIEW
A reductionistic view of a flower
might perceive it as just as an economic resource, or as just cells or
proteins, or just the random interaction of particles. A liberal arts
and science core reflects a holistic
view of created reality in courses
taken from diverse areas of study
to help equip students with different ways of knowing. As someone who teaches engineers and
computer scientists, I understand
how critical it is for students in
narrow technical disciplines to be
exposed to the wider aspects of
reality. Woe to the data scientist
who looks at a flower and sees
only data. Even computer programs cannot be reduced to code
but need to be understood as having cultural, social, justice, economic and ethical aspects. Some
of the most pernicious challenges

we face will require this kind of
broad, holistic ways of thinking.
The core at a Christian college
also brings coherence to an undergraduate education. The collection
of core courses is not just a random
smorgasbord of independent content; rather the courses are interconnected by the thread of a common Christian worldview. This
thread will include the centrality
of Christ, themes from the biblical story such as creation, fall, redemption and restoration, and enduring questions like “what does it
mean to be human?” These themes
will help underscore that, although
created reality is diverse, all things
cohere in Christ (Col. 1:17).
A thoughtful core will also

avoid a reductionistic view of students themselves, seeing them as
more than just “brains on a stick.”
Seeing students holistically demands an education that is about
more than just information transfer and seeks to form whole persons in and out of the classroom.
I am grateful to have taught at
three Reformed, Christian institutions, each with a vital, thoughtful
core curriculum. A thoughtful core
program is not just about content
delivery but about shaping students.
In the words of a 1970 Calvin College curriculum report, the purpose
of a core is to “equip students to become a vital citizen of the Kingdom
of God as it is manifested in the contemporary world.”
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VACATION
Holiday accommodation in
Holland with vehicle rentals
and tours. chestnutlane.nl

EBOOK
Abraham Kuyper: Ascent of the Son-Descent of the Spirit
26 Meditations on Ascension &
Pentecost (ebook)
Translator: Dr. John H. Boer, incl.
Introduction
Free, but donation appreciated
www.SocialTheology.com/Kuyperiana
boerjf@hotmail.com

JOBS
FULL-TIME TEACHING PASTOR
Hope Fellowship Christian Reformed
Church in Courtice, Ontario, is actively seeking a full-time Teaching Pastor
passionate about preaching God’s word
within dynamic worship, with a focus on
cross-generational shepherding and discipleship and a passion for engaging the next
generation. Hope Fellowship embraces
and lives out God’s redemptive plan by
inviting people to believe in Jesus, belong
to God’s family and bless every neighbour.
Send questions and resumes to Search@
hopefellowship.ca

BAKKER
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- on site parking
Next issue
date: June 14, 2021
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Albert J May
Bakker
Deadline:
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RAMAKER'S IMPORTS INC.
Meester
MEESTER We specialize in
DUTCHInsurance
FOOD / CHEESE
/
Centre
INSURANCE CENTRE

CHOCOLATE / TEXTILES & GIFTS

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life
579 Ontario St., St. Catharines ON L2N 4N8
o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.
Fax: 905-934-3344
905-934-6454
The Village Square
ramakersimports@bellnet.ca
Regional Rd 20, P.O. Box 299
Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
ramakersimports.com
Tel: 905.957.2333 • Fax: 905.957.2599
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256

GARY VAN EYK CPA,CMA

Chartered Professional Accountant

info@Dykstrabros.com
St Catharines > 905.646.0199
Beamsville > 905.563.7374
Burlington > 905.643.6978

www.dykstrabros.com

BAKKER
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519-822-4690
760 Upper James St., Hamilton
905-383-2981

Subscribe to
Christian Courier
today!

DYKSTRA BROS ROOFING LTD, R.R.#1 BEAMSVILLE ON L0R 1B1

Accounting - Tax - Financial Consulting

E-mail: gary@garyvaneyk.ca

European Deli and Gifts

126 Niagara Street
St. Catharines ON L2R 4L4

Email: Bert@bakkerlaw.ca

905-688-9352
Albert J Bakker

Use code newsub for $10 off!
Serving Beamsville
and area since 1969

Complete Collision Repairs
Quality Refinishing

Jerry Gerritsen 5529 Regional Rd. #81
Alan Gerritsen Beamsville ON L0R 1B3
Phone/Fax: 905-563-7702

Subscribe online:
christiancourier.ca
Contact Sarah:
1-800-275-9185
Email:
subs@christiancourier.ca

Classifieds

OBITUARIES
BEEKSMA, Alice (nee Bakker)
Alice died peacefully, confident in her future with Jesus, on
April 16, 2021.
Alice was predeceased by her
husband Arie Beeksma, and
her son Harry.
Her children: Jack (Mary),
Clarence (Diane), Richard,
(Judy), Glenda (Bert),
daughter-in-law Jill, as well
as her grandchildren (11) and
great-grandchildren (14), praise
God for her devotion to Him,
for her gentle spirit and for her loving kindness for all her
family, friends and neighbours far and wide. Alice was
known for her many years of volunteer work in her church
and community.
“Give thanks to the Lord for He is good; his love endures
forever!” Psalm 106:1
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the funeral service is delayed
to an undetermined date. Memorial donations to Timothy
Christian School (Owen Sound), World Renew, or a charity
of your choice would be appreciated.

VELTHUIZEN, Dirk
On Wednesday, April 14, 2021 Dirk Velthuizen, beloved
husband of Peta, breathed his last and his spirit went to be
with the Lord. His journey on this earth is finished.
During his 26 years in pastoral ministry, he served Christian
Reformed churches in Telkwa,
B.C., Brooks and Vauxhall, AB,
Drayton, ON, and Kemptville,
ON. Their retirement years
were spent in Guelph and
Holland Christian Homes. He
and Peta enjoyed camping,
canoeing, hiking, visiting and
playing TOK.
His six children, Dirk,
Geraldine, Bart, Andrea, Marlene and Tim, their spouses,
15 grandchildren, and 12 great grandchildren give thanks to
God for his life.

GRASMAN, Janke (Jane) nee Vanderveen
On Good Friday, the second of April 2021, The Lord in
His wisdom took unto Himself His child, our mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother and great-great
grandmother. She passed away at 99 years and 10 months of
age. Left to mourn her passing are 9 children and 4 of their
spouses,16 grandchildren, 35 great-grandchildren and 5
great-great grandchildren, as well as two siblings.
She was predeceased by 1 son Klaas in infancy in 1946 and
by her husband Simon Grasman in 1969.
Cremation has taken place. Due to Covid restrictions there
will be no public service at this time but a memorial and
celebration of life service will be held at a later date.
Correspondence address is
108 Parkside Dr E
Fergus Ont.
N1M 3E8

@ChrCourier

DE VRIES, Bert

KATERBERG, Henry

Bert’s mission in life was peace through common understanding. That mission coloured everything he did, from his
devotion to his wife Sally and his
children and grandchildren, to
the creativity of his teaching and
love of his students, to his various peace-building endeavors,
and even to the plants in his garden. Bert taught at Calvin University from 1967-2018 and also
spent 50 years doing research
and excavating in Jordan.

Henry Katerberg, age 84, passed away on April 4, 2021. He
was the beloved husband of Janet (Hoytema) and beloved
husband of the late Jean (Visscher). Loving father of William
(Simona), the late Wesley, Janine (Don), and Irene, and grandfather of Katie, Rhianna, and Allie. Also loving step-father of
George, Peter (Grace), and Brenda (Donald), and step-grandfather of Jacob, Jonathan, Robin,
Andrew, Ethan, Julia, Sophia,
and Ella. Beloved brother of Rita
(Jim), Gertie (Bert), the late Margaret (John), the late Richard, the
late Jenny (Harry), Tina (Henry),
and Willy (Teresa).

March 4, 1939 - March 28, 2021

Bert was born in Zierikzee, Zeeland in the Netherlands. His
family was taken in by a farmer in Lopik in the Netherlands
during WWII and they later emigrated to Chatham, Ontario
in 1952. Bert shared stories about his childhood and his firsthand knowledge that being a refugee and an immigrant was
not easy. He received his PhD from Brandeis University in
Mediterranean Studies, after which he began teaching history
and archaeology at Calvin College.
Bert first travelled to Jordan in 1968 to serve as an architect
surveyor at Tel Hisban. After that, Bert and Sally were never
away from Jordan long, even carting their four small children
along with them when they created a Christian Reformed
World Relief Committee program to support Palestinian refugees from 1972-74, while working on excavations in between.
Bert and Sally again lived in Jordan when he was the Director
of the American Center of Research from 1988-1991, leaving
during the first Gulf War. Bert loved Umm al-Jimal, Jordan
and the wonderfully hospitable community that became a second home, where he’s affectionately known as Abu Boutros.
For the last 15 years he fostered what he called “Community
Archaeology.” As the modern town grew around the ancient
site, he engaged local community members in the preservation
and presentation of the site, especially in the face of conflict
and destruction across the border in Syria.
Bert is survived by his wife and partner in all of his work,
Sally de Vries; children Tara and Rob Cahill, Tanya and
Paul Bulthuis, Jenna and Michael Morton, Guy and Ann de
Vries and Muaffaq and Fatima Hazza (honorarily) as well
as many grandchildren. A memorial service for colleagues,
close friends and relatives was held on April 2, 2021, at
Calvin Christian Reformed Church in Grand Rapids.
If you wish to honor his legacy a donation may be made to
carry on his mission to one of these three organizations: Environmental education; Umm al-Jimal Archaeological Project;
or the Bert and Sally de Vries Fellowship.
A longer version of this obituary is available at christiancourier.ca.

Henry was born in the Netherlands and immigrated to Canada with his family in 1956,
eventually settling in Drayton, ON. He worked farm-related
jobs to support his family until he went to Calvin College and
Seminary, in Michigan. After graduating, he pastored Christian Reformed churches in Pembroke, Belleville, Wellandport, and St Catharines, Ontario. He retired in 1994.
Henry loved sports. He played soccer at Calvin. As a young
pastor, he developed a passion for golf, often playing with
other local clergy. In retirement, he enjoyed golfing, travel,
volunteering, and daily coffee with friends. He continued to
serve local churches, leading the occasional service and being
a counselor for congregations without a pastor.
At heart, Henry was a decent, kind man, without guile. He
was deeply pious and devoted to the church. He was sociable
and loved people. We’ll miss him and, in faith, trust that he is
now with the God he loved.

ANNIVERSARIES
MEYER, Peter & Catherina
It is with gratitude and thankfulness that
we can share in the celebration of 65
years of marriage. We rejoice with them
that they have been blessed with so
many years of health and experiences,
and that they have been able to share
this with their children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren.
On May 12, 2021 let us all celebrate whether that be in person or in our hearts the occasion that brought them together!
Correspondence:
205 Mountain Circle
Airdrie AB
T4A 1X6

FERNHOUT, Harry and Hilda

Visit our NEW online classifieds.

Married on April 30th, 1971
“Set me as a seal upon your heart.” (Song of Solomon 8:6)

When you purchase a classified ad for print, you
can optionally choose to also have it also posted at
christiancourier.ca.
Online-only classified ads are now available too!

We give thanks to God for 50 years of marriage, and for
the blessings of our four children and spouses, and 13
grandchildren.
Correspondence:
Harry and Hilda Fernhout
904 - 330 Mill Street South
Brampton, ON
L6Y 3V3

Visit
www.christiancourier.ca/classifieds

hhfernhout@rogers.com
ChrCourier
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BOLD, CREATIVE CHANGE
Kathy Vandergrift

IMAGINE A BETTER FUTURE that is feasible and work heroically to
achieve it. That is the essence of a Commanding Hope to address the
combined threats of climate change and growing inequity, according
to Thomas Homer-Dixon. At first, I found it a slim basis for hope. On
second thought, however, why did I consider an appeal to imagination as weak? Imagination is powerful – one of God’s great gifts to
humans. And it is a critical missing element in Canadian public life
today.
COVID exposed pre-existing weak spots in the way we organize society. Many voices are coming together under slogans such as “Build
Back Better” or “Just Recovery.” Most of the proposals are system
corrections, like national standards for elder care or closing gaps in
support services. Incremental improvement is the way most change
occurs in Canada, but it may not be enough this time.
BEYOND ‘TECH’ SOLUTIONS
Bold, creative change doesn’t fare well in Canada. Last week the
federal government stopped working on unified regulation of stock
markets, something that most economists agree would work better.
The reason: some provinces are balking for partisan political reasons.
The Infrastructure Bank, an innovative idea, became bogged down
in bureaucratic tangles within a year. It took 20 years to get common
sense changes in the family court system – and there is still drag in
some places. Putting a price on pollution was proposed in the 1990s
already but is just beginning to happen now. Pharmacare, repeatedly

COVID COVERAGE
CC wins 9 awards of excellence for 2020 content.
Jennifer Neutel
THE CANADIAN CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATORS ASSOCIATION (CCCA)
hosted its annual Awards Ceremony April 7 honouring excellence in
writing, graphic design and online media during 2020. Christian Courier received nine awards for written content, photography, original artwork, and public engagement.
The Awards Ceremony was hosted over Zoom and streamed over
the association’s Facebook page. CC Editor Angela Reitsma Bick and
Assistant Editor Meghan Kort participated in the Zoom call alongside other editors and judges. CCCA President John Longhurst began
by highlighting the challenges facing communicators who have been
working through this time of COVID-19.
“Everyone involved in communications during the pandemic is a
winner just for hanging in there day after day, week after week, month
after month,” he said, “producing content for magazines, newsletters,
podcasts, social media posts – whatever else was needed to keep organizations and denominations and publications going.”
There are more than 30 categories of awards presented for work published in the previous year, each independently judged. Reitsma Bick
congratulates all the winners and is happy to again have CC contributors recognized for their talent.
“Everything – from finding photographs to finding time and focus to
write – has been harder than usual. I’m very thankful for CC’s amazing
team of writers and staff, who have stepped up to help each other and
worked hard to keep producing high-quality content during COVID.”
And it wasn’t only the pandemic – CC writers Roland DeVries and
24
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Tim Umphreys, unsplash

Imagine a better future for Canada. |

shown to be more cost-effective than the status quo, is still dismissed
as too radical.
Innovation in Canada tends to be associated with high tech solutions
to technical problems. At the same time, creative solutions to growing
healthy food for everyone or housing the homeless can’t find funding
to expand. Death by pilot project is all too common in the social sector
in Canada. And no one dares to propose changing Canada’s constitution, although some other countries do so regularly. Canada, a fairly
young country, seems to be already stuck in the way we did it before.
VISION FOR OUR FUTURE
We short-change our children with our acceptance that systemic
change in Canada takes generations. That’s also true in the church

Lloyd Rang were recognized for
their reflections on abuse and racism respectively.
As the ceremony was nearing
an end, Bob Bettson congratulated
all the winners, noting that his first
time attending the awards was in
Toronto in the early 1980s.
“I’m very impressed with the
improvement in quality in all the
publications since then,” he said.
“The use of photography, design,
the writing quality – it’s gone up
exponentially.”
Formerly the Canadian Church
Press (CCP), the CCCA is the
only association dedicated to
Christian communications experts
across Canada. The awards ceremony honours ministry organizations and individual Christians for
excellent use of communications
tools and technologies. CCCA
also offers networking and professional development opportunities
to its members.
CC received awards for the following:
FIRST PLACE AWARDS

Kathy Vandergrift
Kathy, a public policy analyst, brings experience in
government, social justice
work and a Master’s Degree in Public Ethics to her
writing. She lives in Ottawa.

Photos and art that won CCCA awards: news photo by Mark Scandrette, feature photo
designed by Maaike VanderMeer, original artwork by Caitlin Ambery (cropped).

• Column (newspaper) to Lloyd

Rang for his articles: “A Tale
of Two Runners,” “The Upside
of COVID-19” and “The Great
Frost of 2020”

SECOND PLACE AWARDS

• Editorial (newspaper): “The
•
•
•

• Features (nonfiction, news- •
paper): “After the Abuse” by
Roland De Vries

world, which often lags rather than leads social change. In
The Educated Imagination, Northrop Frye, one of Canada’s eminent scholars, highlighted the
importance of myths or social
imaginations as the basis of our
culture. This theme continues in
the current work of Charles Taylor, another leading thinker. Both
have deep roots in Christianity.
The Bible reminds us that people
perish without a vision. I find
myself wondering what might
happen if Canada’s Christian
community, joining with others,
took up Homer-Dixon’s challenge to imagine boldly how we
could care for creation and for
others – and then rolled up our
sleeves to also do the work it will
take to achieve it.

Dog I Didn’t Know We Needed” by Angela Reitsma Bick
News Photo (newspaper): “We
Will Be Back,” photographer:
Mark Scandrette
Feature Photo (newspaper):
“I am not a Counsellor” by
Maaike VanderMeer
Original Artwork: “Maggie’s
Flowers” by Caitlin Ambery
Marketing Campaign: “Wings
of Grace” Team: Jennifer Neutel, Meghan Kort and Angela

Reitsma Bick, Graphic Design:
Kevin Tamming, Naomi Francois
OTHER AWARDS

• A.C. Forrest Memorial Award:

(Circulation Under 10,000,
Honourable Mention) “When
Women Lead” by Meghan Kort
• From the Editor: (Third Place)
“An Other Perspective” by Angela Reitsma Bick
Jennifer Neutel
Jennifer is CC’s advertising
and social media manager. She lives in Cobourg,
Ont. with her husband
and three children. Jennifer holds a Bachelor of
Journalism from Carleton
University.

