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2019, when the Chinese govern-
ment first reported 27 cases of 
“viral pneumonia” to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), 
“we were ignoring it, thinking 
it was a virus like we get all the 
time. But it wasn’t.” Their stu-
dents went on break for Chinese 
New Years and, like schools all 
over the world, didn’t return in 
person until September. Wuhan 
went into a strict, 76-day lock-
down in early 2020, with mea-
sures that seemed drastic at the 

“WE’RE NOT GOING INTO LOCKDOWN, but Wuhan is being very cau-
tious and taking measures that are eerily similar to what happened a 
year ago,” Rebecca Franks says. “Now some gates are being locked 
again to control the flow of people into and out of our apartment 
complex. No new cases here. Just a very precautious city, never to be 
caught off guard again.”  

Franks lives in Wuhan, China, where she spoke recently with Chris-
tian Courier over Zoom about conditions at “ground zero” of the virus 
one year later, including the role of faith in a global pandemic. “When 
you have no control,” she says, “you’re talking to God in different 
ways than you were before. It gets more real.” 

Franks, an American who grew up in the Church of Christ, moved to 
Wuhan in 2011 with her husband, a teacher at the same Atlanta-based 
school where she now works in communications. On the last day of 

Life at ‘ground zero’ nearly back to normal while concerns in Canada over COVID-19 
variant grow.  |  Angela Reitsma Bick 

AS THE CORONAVIRUS continues 
to spread across our world and 
millions more are becoming in-
fected, you may wonder what it’s 
like to work in a COVID clinic. 
To help answer that question, I 
decided to interview my mother, 
Joy Schuurman – a family doc-
tor who joined the ranks of those 
working in the COVID clinics at 
a local site in Guelph, Ontario.

Each doctor can choose how 
many shifts he or she is able to 
work in a week, and whether to 
take a six-hour or a 12-hour shift. 
So far none of the doctors work-
ing there has been infected with 
the virus. Each shift usually has 
five doctors along with many 
nurses and support staff. In order 
to prevent bringing an infection 
home, my mom takes her scrubs 
off at the clinic, changes into a 

different set of scrubs to drive 
home, then showers, changes 
again, and wipes down all her 
stuff with a sanitizing wipe.

Around 500 people come 
through the clinic every day. 
When a person checks in, they are 
asked why they are there. If they 
have symptoms, their vital signs 
are checked and then a nasophar-
yngeal swab is done. A nasophar-
yngeal swab goes to the back of 
the nose. At first the clinic only 
did COVID swabs, but now they 
also offer throat swabs to check 
for strep throat if someone has a 
sore throat and can also arrange 
chest X-rays at the hospital. They 
can also provide treatment pre-
scriptions when needed. 

People react quite differently 
to having a swab. Some people 
don’t flinch, but others are very 

Continued on page 3

WUHAN, ONE YEAR LATER

COVID DUTY

Behind the scenes at a local COVID clinic.  
Joseph Schuurman

Though case numbers are low, people in Wuhan remain wary.

Shot of hope.  
Joy Schuurman receiving her COVID-19 vaccine.
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WUHAN CONTINUED

time but have now been adapt-
ed worldwide. Initially, Franks 
and her three-person family 
were confined to their apartment, 
which is when she began posting 
regularly on Facebook – encour-
aging messages to friends and 
family in North America as the 
virus began to disrupt lives here. 
In Christian Courier’s first pan-
demic issue, Franks wrote about 
how to see God’s goodness and 
remain hopeful during quaran-
tine (“From Wuhan With Love,” 
April 13, 2020). 

Now, nearly a year later, Franks 
– like the rest of us – sounds tired 
of talking about COVID-19. 

“God doesn’t promise us an 
easy life. This will pass one day. 
This is just life. It forces ingenui-
ty to figure out how you’re gonna 
do this, and do it well.”

BEHIND THE HEADLINES 
Social distancing has been more 
effective in China than it has in 
North America, according to 
Leah*, an American who has 
lived in China for nine years, 
studying Chinese and teach-
ing English. In Beijing when 
COVID-19 first hit, she re-
calls how quickly crowds were 
banned, masks were mandatory, 
and a team in “full hazmat suits 
checked temperatures before we 
entered the subway.” Govern-
ment restrictions, stricter than we 
have experienced in Canada yet, 
may have helped to keep Chinese 

Angela Reitsma Bick

Angela, Editor of CC, 
lives in Newcastle, On-
tario – a “red” zone when 
she started working on 
this article, in lockdown 
(“grey”) during the edit-
ing process, now under 
the second Provincial 
State of Emergency.

the past that’s been the opposite.”
“I do generally believe the low COVID numbers,” Leah, who 

moved back to the United States in March of 2020, says. “I doubt 
they are 100 percent accurate, but neither are the U.S. numbers. There 
might be limited outbreaks that haven’t been publicized, but it doesn’t 
seem like there are widespread outbreaks they are just ignoring.” Af-
ter months of delay, a WHO team was permitted entry to Wuhan on 
January 14, 2021 to investigate the virus’ origins. 

OBEDIENCE AND PRIDE
Perhaps more than any other factor, and certainly more than we’re 
used to in Canada, our lives during COVID-19 have been affected by 
wide-ranging government decisions. Some people, like the anti-mask-
ers, rebel. Others stretch the guidelines or interpret them creatively. 
And many of us feel worn down by the tension of navigating the rules 
in our own lives and among family and friends who may be making 
different decisions. 

“I’m thankful I’m not there to have to handle that,” Franks says, 
who sees the strain on her family in the U.S. She maintains that it’s 

Photos with this article from outside of Wuhan were taken for CC by 
Crystal, a photographer based in the Southwest of China. See more 
of her photos of daily life in China at christiancourier.ca. 
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case numbers low.
Though the virus hasn’t van-

ished, the Chinese government is 
eager to declare victory in its “peo-
ple’s war” against COVID-19, as 
CBC reported (“Lessons from 
Wuhan,” Dec. 16, 2020). There’s 
already a museum exhibit cele-
brating how Wuhan overcame the 
virus, which shows how firmly 
the authorities want the pandem-
ic placed in the past (Business 
Insider, Dec. 14, 2020). To date, 
China has reported 4,795 deaths 
from COVID-19; by comparison, 
the disease has taken the lives of 
18,880 Canadians (at the time 
of writing), with case numbers 
currently spiking all over North 
America. 

“I hear a lot of local people say-
ing, ‘Wow, things are really bad 
in America and I wish they’d get 
their act together,’” Franks says. 
“‘The rest of the world has gone 
crazy; they should follow China’s 
lead’ [with stricter lockdowns], 
which I agree with. ‘Stop fighting 
it; stay home, people!’ We hear 
that a lot.” 

Despite a population of 1.4 bil-
lion, China reported only 12 new 
cases on the day that Franks and 
I spoke. But when it comes to 
pandemic data, “we are compar-
ing apples to oranges,” Franks 
admits, “because there’s no way 
that all the testing is the same, 
and not all cases of COVID are 
the same.” Nevertheless, “Chi-
na perceives North America as a 
mess; they don’t want to go there, 
which is interesting because in 

easier to live in a country like 
China, where everyone submits 
to the authorities whether they 
agree or not. 

A friend of Franks’ took a short 
trip to another city recently and 
was scooped up by an ambulance 
on her return, with only two-
hours’ notice. The neighbouring 
city was considered “high risk, 
with an outbreak of 10 people.” 
The traveller was taken to a hotel 
in Wuhan for a week of monitor-
ing, despite having no symptoms. 
“That’s the system we’re in.” 

“It’s much more controlled,” 
Leah says, “and people aren’t 
necessarily mad about it. Amer-
icans, who have individual free-
dom as their highest value, tend 
to freak out and assume that ev-
eryone is like them, trying to fight 
back.”

“People ask us, ‘How can you 
live in this place?’ But Wuhan is 
not scary,” Franks says. “It’s ac-
tually refreshing to be told what 
to do, and people do it.” As Chris-
tians, “we’re told to submit to au-
thorities and to live in peace with 
everybody. It’s just a matter of 
obeying. Especially something so 
innocuous, like wearing a mask. 
That’s just pride. We’ve all been 
there. Just wear the mask! There 
are way bigger things to fight 
about.” 

Like many of us, Franks cur-
rently attends her church over 
Zoom. She says that COVID-19 
has “been beautiful in every re-
gard for personal relationships” 
among the survivors, as they call 
themselves. Though she struggles 
with survivor’s guilt, “this is just 
a problem, one of many in life,” 
she says. “If this is the worst 
thing you’ve encountered in your 
life, consider yourself blessed.”

If your church is closed, take 
heart: “The church usually grows 
under times of persecution,” 
Franks says. “Use that as your 
opportunity to go and do some-
thing different. And then watch 
God do his work.”  

*Some names have been changed.

Workers in many sectors are indispensable during COVID, like this janitor (Yunnan).

Commuters in Yunnan, 1,500 km southwest of Wuhan.

Apartment complexes locked in January 
2021 as they were in early 2020.

Life is returning to normal. Children 
watch a man practicing calligraphy on 

the ground in the park (Yunnan).
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of the top ten Canadian charities 
of more than 800 scrutinized. 
Their rankings are based on “the 
highest value created per dollar 
spent.” In Lifewater’s case, their 

low six percent administration 
costs helped channel more funds 
and equipment to the villages 
working on the projects.  

Sadly, however, Jim Gehrels’ 

News

anxious; some will even push and 
kick the doctor, and a few will 
faint or get a bloody nose. Some-
times a brave child will take the 
swab better than their parents!

FAITH & COMPASSION
The clinic space in Guelph is 
rather drab and dull: fluorescent 
lights illuminate an industrial 
warehouse building. Staff are 
bustling around trying to get 
people through as quickly as pos-
sible, creating an energetic, effi-
cient atmosphere. There is a high 

COVID CONTINUED

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO SHARE THE HAPPY NEWS that CC’s 
Assistant Editor Meghan Kort gave birth to a healthy baby girl on 
Christmas day! Georgia Christine Kort arrived early in the morning 
on December 25 at 9lbs, 15 oz and we praise God for this gift of new 
life. Congratulations to Meghan, Jakob and big brother Liam! 

Meghan says she’s looking forward to savouring baby cuddles a 
bit more than she did during Liam’s first year, which is when she 
filled in as CC’s Guest Editor for two months. She’s also hoping 
that public health restrictions loosen up to allow for mom groups, 
playdates and visits from family. We pray for God’s blessing on the 
Kort family during Meghan’s maternity leave! Speaking of newborn 
cuddles, Georgia was the third baby born to CC staff in 2020. We are 
grateful to the staff members filling in for each other, and very happy 
to welcome Maaike VanderMeer for a year as Assistant Editor.

KORT BABY SHARES 
FAMOUS BIRTHDAY

Joseph Schuurman

Joseph lives in Guelph, 
Ontario and has had five 
COVID tests. None were 
by his mother.

level of safety and cleanliness: 
chairs are wiped between each 
patient; every piece of equipment 
is sanitized between each patient 
and everyone wears multiple lay-
ers of PPE (personal protective 
equipment). 

My mom’s faith gives her 
courage as she works at the clin-
ic. When she volunteered dur-
ing the first wave, no one knew 
if there would be a high risk of 
getting COVID from swabbing 
symptomatic people. She en-
tered into this with a sense of 

A CHRISTIAN COURIER lead article 
on Lifewater Canada, “Blindness 
to Vision” (Feb. 10, 2020), told 
the story of Jim Gehrels’ life and 
work to provide safe, clean water 
for towns in Liberia, Kenya, Ni-
geria and Haiti by drilling com-
munity wells. Community is the 
key word. Beginning in the mid-
1990s, Jim organized teams of 
a few volunteers from Canada 
who travelled to Liberia. From 
the start Jim knew this project 
would soon dry up if local lead-
ers didn’t endorse it and provide 
villagers to work with the expats. 

His vision caught on: more than 
25 years later Lifewater Canada 
continues to provide sources 
of good water. Ever more local 
teams provide labour and skills 
to keep the projects sustainable. 
Thus, for the second year in a 
row, Charity Intelligence Canada 
has recognized Lifewater as one 

GRIEF & SPRINGS OF HOPE

Jim Dekker

Jim Dekker knew Jim and 
Lynda Gehrels for many 
years. While mourning 
Jim’s death, he thanks 
God for the springs of 
hope continuing Jim’s 
vision.

duty knowing that there was a 
higher risk for both her and her 
family. She makes an effort to be 
compassionate with people – to 
look them in the eye, give them 
the time that they need, and trust 
God’s care for them. She does her 
best to provide a positive experi-
ence for everyone who comes in, 
with special attention to the kids. 
Mom also encourages churches 
to keep following Public Health 
guidelines and to continue being 
creative with how we can connect 
as a church during lockdown.

If you need to visit a COVID 
clinic and feel queasy at having 
a long white stick shoved up into 
your head, she says it feels just 
like getting water up your nose. 
It will probably hurt a little more 
for some people than others, but 
it only takes 10 seconds. Lastly, I 
would like to add something my 
mom said, “A word of hope: if we 
all keep working together and fol-
low the public health guidelines, 
we will get through this.”  

blind yet visionary eyes closed 
for the last time on July 28, 2020, 
after a fatal heart attack in his 
home in Thunder Bay; his wife 
Lynda was at his side. Jim was 
only 59. Yet in mid-January Lyn-
da received news that helped 

“turn mourning into dancing” (Ps. 
30:11). 

For their work with Life-
water, Jim and co-founder Glenn 
Stronks received the Governor 
General’s Meritorious Service 
Medal. Stronks has since retired 
and moved to Orillia, Ontario. 
One of Canada’s highest civilian 
awards, this medal “recognizes 
great Canadians for exceptional 
deeds . . . that bring honour to 
our country . . . from advocacy 
initiatives and health care initia-
tives to research and humanitar-
ian efforts.” While profoundly 
saddened, Lynda has assumed 
Lifewater’s presidency, bring-
ing in two part-time members 
to keep the organization running 
smoothly and with integrity. 

Though never aspiring to this 
position, Lynda says, “I am hon-
oured to continue Lifewater Can-

ada’s lasting work. Jim’s legacy 
leaves the overseas teams able to 
continue their drilling and pump 
repair to provide safe water to 
children and their families. This 
blessing makes a large ripple ef-
fect that improves health, while 
also increasing earning capacity 
and offering hope for better 
lives.” 

Soon after his passing, Lynda 
found a draft of a letter to donors 
on Jim’s desk. He had written, 

“In this past year I have had the 
privilege of meeting many gra-
cious and wonderful people. I 
treasure each and every one of 
you and value the journey we 
are on, giving children the gift of 
water and a healthy future.” 

You’re welcome, Jim, and 
thanks to God for you. 
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James “Jim” Gehrels (1961-2020), professional hydrogeologist 
and founder of Lifewater Canada.

Lifewater founder Jim Gehrels has died but his aid work continues. |  Jim Dekker 
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Editorial

Grief like wet paint
coats your feet
leaves with you
stamps your path
unique, incomplete

sometimes at night
after days without seeing the people
I see the world stretch out
like a ballroom floor tattooed
in seven billion shades of grief.

IN 2020, THE YEAR OF IMPROBABLE HOPE, my sister told us she was 
pregnant and then the doctors told her that her baby boy would not 
live. A few months later I quit my jobs and flew to Florida.

For seven weeks of waiting my sister and I used our hands every 
day to shape pottery, harvest sweet potatoes, plant squash, tend duck-
lings and chicks, varnish the porch swing. We talked for hours about 
the new heavens and new earth, what a bodily resurrection means for 
today. I listened to Orthodox Easter chants on repeat as I walked the 
block – soaking myself in resurrection. Every day I told God, I don’t 
know how to live this well.

When my sister and her husband first heard the diagnosis of 
anencephaly, they chose to celebrate each day. We talked to the baby 
in my sister’s belly and told jokes and family stories and laughed with 
him. My sister and her husband made special memories with him. 
There was so much we wanted to share. Every detail took sharp sig-
nificance: the frantic first swim of ducklings, the oak trees swaddled in 
passionfruit vines, spiky ginger plants, Congolese rhythms that swing 
the world into dance. My sister sang to her baby, “hearts are made for 
giving, I’ve given mine to you.” There was so little time and so much 
to give.

We hoped for his life and asked for healing and knew the moment 
of birth might be the time to say goodbye. It was. Jedidiah was born 
during the most beautiful October sunrise. He was impossibly long 
and chubby and heavy. Twenty and a half inches. Eight pounds, three 
ounces. That same day the nurses took him away.

AN ALTAR AT THE DOORWAY
The rabbis note that the Torah begins and ends with an act of God’s 
kindness – in the beginning He Himself covers Adam and Eve as they 
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A RESURRECTION 
WITH SCARS

Maaike VanderMeer  |  Assitant Editor 

Maaike loves her siblings who are always introducing her to new 
and challenging things. Last year, it was the newest member of the 
family who had the most to teach.

enter exile. At the end, God Himself clothes Moses’ body in death 
outside the Promised Land. And everywhere in between those stories, 
at moments of transition, humans build altars and ask God for kind-
ness: Eve’s sons before the closed doors of Paradise, Abram entering 
the Promised Land, Noah in a fresh-washed world, Jacob fleeing from 
father to uncle. The Tent-Tabernacle itself is an altar at the doorway 
of God’s presence.

What is a more impossible, in-between place than death? It is a rid-
dle that lodges deep in the heart, never fully answered. Can we hope 
for kindness here?

THE MOTHER HEART OF GOD
Waiting for Jedidiah’s birth, I saw canna lilies which exploded red in 
the dirt, lifting their slender heads away from the earth days after they 
fell. There are mysteries all around us. Death is a mystery, a contra-
diction. 

“I’m having nightmares,” I confessed to a friend after Jedidiah’s 
birth. 

“Remember that death is a daymare too,” she replied. Death as day-
mare. Those words floated me out in the salty waves of faith, sus-
pended in uncertainty.

For millennia the church has prayed in the face of death, Jesus, Son 
of David, have mercy on me. “Mercy” is one way to say kindness. The 
people of God know that He will answer in kindness because he has 
likened His love for us to one of the most powerful forces we know – 
the torn heart of a mother.

God says – see how impossible it is for a mother to forget her child? 
Yet even if she could I will not forget my people. They are engraven 
on my hands. Did we think He spoke in metaphors? He came, took a 
body, and was birthed – “born of a woman” – and his hands tore with 
the weight of our Spirit-and-water birth. He opened Himself to release 
us to life, His body permanently altered with the wounds of love, a 
mother’s body.

Check and see that at every point of our salvation story there is a 
labouring mother, like Eve, crying out that she is co-creating with God 
a new life – and, like Mary, a sword pierces each mother’s heart.

I watched my sister commune with Christ through giving herself 
completely, body and heart, to a baby the doctors said would not live. 
The sacrifice doesn’t end when her body heals. Neither does the pain. 
God knows the immensity and the pride and the vulnerability and the 
love and the terror and the permanence of a mother’s love, because it 
is his own. On this mercy rests our hope.

I am in British Columbia now. The grief of the year past and the 
uncertainty of the future sometimes feel like too much to carry. But I 
look back and see a kindness that covers us. The still face of a baby, 
squash plants that grow and sprawl. A resurrection with scars. How we 
walk the ballroom floor of this world and leave wet tracks of grief. We 
move through the hinterlands and we hold to hope. 

 Baby Jedidiah’s feet. 

A painting Maaike made for her nephew.
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HELEN BOSCH HAS BEEN A CC SUBSCRIBER FOR 60 YEARS, since 
she arrived in Canada with her husband Gerald and five children 
from Friesland in 1961. “We lived with another Dutch family for 
six weeks in Nova Scotia before we could rent a house. They gave 
us a subscription to Calvinist Contact. From that time on, we’ve 
always had it.”

Helen and Gerald had taken an English correspondence course 
before immigrating, “but at that time I had four little children and 
was expecting another, so you can imagine!” says Helen. “My 
husband did more because he had a leg in a cast, so he had time 
for studies. Through hearing and reading I taught myself English. 
I’m not afraid to read something that’s a little above my head.” In 
the fall of ‘66 the Boschs, now a family of 10, moved to Ontario 
and in ‘67 to B.C. “From Nova Scotia to B.C., it travelled with us. 
From Dutch to English and through different Editors we, and later 
I, have enjoyed Christian Courier.”

Helen laughs because Gerald always got to the new CC issue 
first. She starts with the Classifieds, where she can find announce-
ments from Gerald’s family in Ontario. The Bosch family has 
shared important announcements in CC too. In 1998, sadly, the 
Boschs’ daughter Ann passed away at age 34. “We had her obitu-
ary in the Christmas edition at that time, and a former pastor sent 
condolences after reading it. In 1991 we had three grandchildren 
in short order, announced in CC. Also our 25th and our 50th anni-
versaries were in there.” 

When Gerald passed away in May 2011 from colon cancer just 
after their 55th anniversary, his obituary was in CC. That was a 
difficult time for Helen. She can’t share the paper with Gerald any-
more but she still shares it. “Now I give the paper to some friends. 
They have a vegetable garden so then I get some vegetables from 
them in exchange!”

READER SPOTLIGHT: HELEN BOSCH

Letters

TV SERIES ON JESUS’ 
LIFE AMAZES
Gaurav Rathod’s review of The 
Chosen (“Craft and Faith in 
Equal Measure,” Nov. 9, 2020) 
was such a well-written and pow-
erful review, it compelled me to 
further search out this series, and 
I ended up purchasing the DVDs 
of Season 1. I have been watch-
ing these episodes, and they are 
beautiful and so well done. I will 
be sharing them with family and 
friends when I am done, and I am 
excited for future seasons.

I was also intrigued by how 
Christian Courier has a writer 
based in India! And I look for-
ward to more reviews by Gaurav.

Cindy Brown
Abbotsford, B.C. 

MORE LEGALISTIC 
THAN LOVE-FILLED
Jim Joosse suggests theology, 
like jurisprudence, must take into 
account change (“The Church & 
Human Rights,” Nov. 9, 2020). 
The Christian Reformed Church’s 
synodical study on human sexu-
ality is a case in point. An ethics 
code frozen in time runs head-
long into the historical unfolding 
of creation and it presupposes 

that the work of the Holy Spirit 
stopped 2,000 years ago. 

Joosse notes jurisprudence, 
like theology, is based on an-
cient texts but is re-interpreted 
if justice is not served. Should 
our theology not be re-interpret-
ed if the commandment of love 
is ill-served? My sister and her 
friend have been in a monoga-
mous, committed relationship for 
50 years-plus. Their love is pure; 
they have a stronger bond now 
then when they started. Their 
marriage has achieved spiritu-
al union, pointing to something 
higher. And they are not alone. Is 
such love from the Holy Spirit? 
The Report dismisses that pos-
sibility. “Is it not equally possi-
ble that this results from another 
spirit, the spirit of secularism,” 
it asks rhetorically and leaves it 
at that (p. 111). But the evidence 
of love under conditions that sur-
prise us does not go away. The 
denomination’s current position 
on same-sex marriage is more 
legalistic than love-filled. Joosse 
is right, how must we understand 
the Bible? “If I have the gift of 
prophecy . . . but do not have 
love, I am nothing” (1 Cor. 13: 2). 

Nick Loenen
Richmond, B.C.

Helen likes the occasional rec-
ipe shared in CC, the thought-
ful articles that fit each issue’s 
theme, and the variety of writers. 
“In my opinion,” she says, “the 
contents have improved over the 
last decade, and I hope that will 
continue.”

Thank you, Helen, for 60 years 
of subscribing to CC! We deeply 
appreciate your support. 

Helen Bosch participated in our 
Heritage Project in 2017 (see 
christiancourier.ca for more).

Gerald and Helen Bosch, November 2008.

FOR A TIME SUCH AS THIS – A ONCE IN A CENTURY PANDEMIC – you 
have been called by God as a minister of the Word and the sacraments. 
I can reassure you of this. Every word that you say to your people about 
Jesus and the Kingdom of God matters! Every action that you take to 
inspire them and comfort them with the love of Christ matters! In these 
very anxious times, the reminder to face every fear with the fact that 
“the Lord is near” is a hopeful message that matters! In case there’s any 
doubt, let me be perfectly clear. Your ministry matters!

When all things are said and done and this pandemic is behind us, 
may you be remembered for the way you inspired others to keep trusting 
in God and being there for each other during this most challenging time.

But who inspires the inspirer? And how is the encourager encour-
aged? Who cares for the leader when in-person contact is so limited 

AN OPEN LETTER TO PASTORS DURING COVID 
by social distancing regulations, mask-wearing faces and technically 
challenging modes of communication?

How you understand God’s presence makes a difference. Moses sur-
vived 40 years in the wilderness. He was often discouraged, especially 
when the people grumbled and longed for “the good old days.” But he 
rarely, if ever, forgot that God was there for him on the long journey 
to the promised land. The promise of God’s presence is beautifully ex-
pressed in the name that Isaiah gave to the Messiah: Immanuel. “God 
with us.” A promise also captured in Psalm 23, “Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me.” This thought, more than any other, can inspire and encourage 
every church leader following the One who promised: “Surely I am 
with you always!”

REFRESHED
How you see this moment in time makes a difference too. As awful as it 
has been and still is, this can be a time to get back to the basics of faith, 
hope and love. This can be a time to see your self more clearly and 
move towards service more intentionally. It can be a time to “just be” 
and re-discover your true and simple calling, namely, to love the Lord 
and to love your neighbour as yourself. This can be a time to look at 
your ministry afresh with a heart open to resisting old temptations and 
welcoming new beginnings, and even second chances. 

Finally, how you experience your support systems makes a huge dif-
ference. Is your support system healthy and strong? Are you facing to-
day’s challenges as a team player or a Lone Ranger? If married, is your 
marriage and family as strong as it can be or does it need work so that 
your spouse and children can better care for you? Do you have a friend 

who is closer than a brother or sis-
ter where you can find the relief of 
a burden safely shared? I wish you 
“new friends that are like silver 
and old friends that are like gold.” 
This can be a time to refresh your 
main relationships.

The bottom line? In a time such 
as this, God is always with you. 
In a time such as this, God has fa-
miliar truths and new treasures for 
you and the people you are called 
to serve. In a time such as this, 
more people care for you and are 
praying for you than you will ever 
know. And for a time such as this, 
you are an essential worker in the 
Kingdom of God. Thank you for 
your service!

Your colleague in Christ, 
Peter Slofstra 

Orillia, Ont.

*Turn the page for further words 
of encouragement on coping 
during covid for teachers, par-
ents, health care workers and 
many more!
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 News

UPLIFTING WORDS
As COVID drags on, experts in 10 sectors deliver messages of hope 
for you.  |  Angela Reitsma Bick, Editor
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May you know that the effort you make 
in classes and your community are like 
stones thrown into a pond that ripple and 
have effects you won’t see at first. 

May you know that you have lived 
through things that can help you. May 
you remember what you know about love, 
yourself and God and may you take those 
lessons into every day. 

May you know you are not alone. While 
no one can exactly know what you’re go-
ing through, there are people who will 
walk beside you while you live it. May 
you find each other.

May you be given wisdom to know 
what to hold and what to lay down, when 

to ask for help and when to trust that you 
can do this. 

May your eyes be turned away from 
comparison and criticism to celebration of 
the skills and gifts only you can add. 

May the God who created you, and 
whose favorite job is to make you more 
whole, loom large before your eyes. May 
you know, in word, deed and in the vul-
nerability of your heart, the risen and re-
vealing Christ. 

Jacqui Mignault
Christian Reformed Campus Minister 

at Mount Royal University 
& Pastor at The Road Church

TO TEACHERS
The energy and joy we teachers and profs get by unscripted, spontaneous interaction 
when we’re physically present with our students is hard to come by right now. For many 
of us, that energy and joy are what drew us into this line of work in the first place. So any 
words of encouragement I have to offer should start with the encouragement to prayer-
fully grieve and lament the loss we are experiencing. Our job has gotten harder and more 
demanding at the same time that it’s gotten less viscerally rewarding. Added to that is 
the recognition that our students are carrying extra burdens and that we can’t offer many 
kinds of the care to them that we long to. But, though we should grieve, we need not 
despair. 

Your students know that you care, that you are dedicated to their learning and nurture. 
Even when they are hidden behind black boxes on Zoom, they can see that. You are de-
veloping new skills and forms of empathy that will serve you even when you’re back in 
the unmasked, dynamic classroom, and so are your students. 

May the Lord give you perseverance and show kindness to you and may you be blessed 
with students who turn on their cameras to laugh at your jokes, and who linger on the 
zoom call after the class so that they can discuss the topic further.

Dr. Michael DeMoor 
Professor of Social Philosophy, The King’s University

For families with school-aged children 
and for those involved in education, the 
terms school closure, remote learning, 
Google Classroom and Zoom likely in-
crease your blood pressure and acceler-
ate your heart rate. In the 62-year history 
of the school where I work, 2020 marked 
the first time when students were not 
permitted to come to school: they left for 
March break and came back on Septem-
ber 8. As 2021 began, families in Ontario 
once again found their school-aged chil-
dren at home, after what was intended to 
be a two-week Christmas break. In fu-
ture years, parents may not agree to any 
scheduled school breaks, if they keep be-
ing extended by weeks and months!

As a school principal and a dad, I offer 
the following simple truths. They were 
true before the pandemic; they will be 
true after the pandemic, and they may be 

especially important during:
• Read to your children. It is good 

for them. And it’s actually good 
for you. 

• Play games with your children.
• Create something. Paint a mural. 

Make a craft. Knit. Build a bird-
house.

• Listen to music.
• Go outside. Find some hiking 

trails in your area and enjoy the 
world around you.

Perhaps most importantly, turn off the 
screens from time to time. Technology 
has created all sorts of great connections 
through the pandemic, but it is important 
to put them aside and immerse ourselves 
in the non-virtual world. Your children 
will thank you for it . . . someday.

Ralph Pot
Principal, Beacon Christian School

TO PARENTS DOING ONLINE SCHOOL

TO JUSTICE SEEKERS

TO STUDENTS

The North African bishop Augustine of 
Hippo famously said that hope has “two 
beautiful daughters; their names are An-
ger and Courage. Anger at the way things 
are, and Courage to see that they do not 
remain as they are.” The last year was 
extraordinarily difficult for many, and the 
temptation to lose hope is real. But I find 
hope in this: people the world over who 
put flesh on Augustine’s words, getting 
angry about the right things, and taking 
courageous action to work for change. 
The list is long: Black activists decrying 
police violence and the underlying racism 

from which it grows; Indigenous water 
keepers building alliances with university 
students to heal God’s groaning creation; 
Christians listening with new urgency to 
voices too long ignored in our churches. 

May the God of hope fill you with righ-
teous anger at the world’s suffering. May 
the God of hope gift you the courage to 
put that anger to good use, for the sake of 
your neighbour. 

Jonathan Nicolai-deKoning
Director of the Micah Centre, 

The King’s University
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TO SENIORS 
Every day you come to my office (we stopped making home visits 
last April) to tell me your stories. You want someone to listen to 
your hopeful stories. Each one demonstrates that God is looking 
after us. Yesterday, today, forever! Our God is for us!

After burying a parent or a spouse, you tell me of God’s faithful-
ness. His abundant mercies.

I’m paid to listen to your stories. Sometimes I feel guilty. Then 
I remind myself how blessed it is to enter into your story of God’s 
grace; then I get to pray with and for you. 

You love prayer. Love hearing the story of God’s faithfulness. 
Love God’s blessing. Last March we began daily devotions on the 
in-house television channel. We end each morning devotion with 
a benediction, a blessing. As one senior tells me, “This is God’s 
medicine. We need it every day.”

Brothers and sisters in the third third of life, receive God’s prom-
ise for you today and everyday: “May the Lord bless you and keep. 
May the Lord make His face to shine upon you and to be gracious 
to you. Many the Lord turn His face toward you and grant you His 
peace. Amen.”

Pastor Richard Bodini
Chaplain, Holland Christian Homes

News

Father, comfort and sustain our health care workers in 
these horrendous days. Protect them and their families 
and friends from the worldwide pandemic. Give them 
courage and hope. When they are overwhelmed and 
exhausted, give them respite and rest. In a profession 
where the standards are so high, help them forgive 
themselves when the workload is too overwhelming 
and they are unable to perform their jobs to expecta-
tions. Walk especially close to those who must make 
awful decisions of who might live and who might die, 
knowing it is you who determines our days. 

Be close with those who are often in the background 
sanitizing rooms, serving meals, removing trash, and 
all the myriad tasks that good medical care requires.

Remember those whose livelihoods are threatened 
as hospitals are overwhelmed with COVID-19 pa-
tients. Give all workers hearts of compassion and ten-
derness and surround them with loving expressions of 
the same. As each health care worker is unique with 
their own trials and concerns, help us, Father, as your 
followers, to discern what they might need that would 
ease their burdens and cares and then generously offer 
that which would encourage their hearts.

Please bring this awful pandemic to an end. Amen.
Pastor Rod Hugen 

The Village Church

TO HEALTHCARE WORKERS

TO ALL OF US
Whatever is happening in your life right now, my 
prayer for you is for breath, perspective and joy: 
that you can take in great lungfuls of fresh air as 
needed, sparking some amazement for how that 
fuels us and also eases tense minds; 

That you might slip outside the edges of all the 
rules into imagination thanks to favourite books 
or music or through the creativity of people who 
make shows for Netflix and Disney, or, even bet-
ter, by dreaming about when this virus’s only 
starring role will be in our stories about the past, 
hopefully even in some funny ones, like “remem-
ber when we washed our groceries?”; 

And, finally, that you can shake off all the usu-
al unwieldy expectations we have for ourselves, 
because, as Anne Lamott says, “the world is too 
hard as it is, without letting your pants have an 
opinion on how you are doing,” and instead that 
joy sneaks up to surprise you at least once a day. 
Welcome it in. 

Angela Reitsma Bick 
Editor, Christian Courier

Human beings are capable of incredible things: the cre-
ation of art, sending rockets into space, contemplating 
the sublime and divine, and creating vaccines that can 
save billions from sickness and death. But before all of 
that can happen, we need to eat, we need to dispose of 
waste, we need to clean ourselves, and we need sleep. 
Providing the means of eating, cleaning, shelter, and 
the transport and infrastructure required to get those 
things to us is essential work. It has always been thus. 
And it will be thus, forever and ever. Perhaps because 
it’s so basic, like gravity, many forget the work it takes 
to make this happen. We forget what a wonder it is. But 
if you do that work – if you stock shelves at the grocery 
store, or dispose of the garbage every week, or clean 
the floors at a hospital, or keep the water flowing at an 
apartment building – you never forget. It’s your life. 
And, underappreciated by the world as it is, it’s a good 
life. It’s a good life because it provides and sustains 
life. In that regard, it mirrors the constant providence 
of God himself. Every turn of a wrench, every SKU 
put through the till, every bum wiped, every sweep of 
a broom, is a small act of providence. I, for one, am 
grateful. And it’s gratifying to see the world begin to 
sense the importance of your work too. Thank you, and 
God bless you. 

Brian Dijkema 
Vice President 

of External Affairs, Cardus

TO ESSENTIAL WORKERS

TO TRADESPEOPLE
To our electricians, painters, carpenters, plumbers, pipefitters, 
welders, heavy equipment operators and technicians, automo-
tive service technicians, motorcycle mechanics, tool & die 
makers, millwrights, metal fabricators, landscape horticultur-
alists, cooks, hairstylists; to any CC readers engaged in the 
skilled trades as a means to earn a living. Fortunately, most of 
you in these sectors of construction, transportation, manufac-
turing and service have been able to continue work through 
the pandemic. Also fortunately the incidence of COVID-19 in-
fection has been very low among the skilled trades. We are so 
blessed to live in a country with a vibrant economy with lots of 
safety regulations and infrastructures that mitigate the chance 
of illness and injury. 
You are the backbone of our economy, providing for our safe-
ty in a myriad of ways that we often take for granted. Sew-
er backed up? Electrical shortage? Moving into a new home? 
You have continued to work throughout the pandemic – in the 
early days, when most other workplaces were shut down, and 
continuing even as infection numbers skyrocketed during the 
second wave. You have also faced increased risks because of 
the pandemic, often as unsung heroes. We are grateful for the 
important work you do.

John Joosse, Institute for Christian Studies Board Chair 
and Ian DeWaard, Christian Labour Association of Canada
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with the current state of their faith formation growth. 
3. Aging congregations often experience a loss of missional focus 

when their largest ministry focus – children’s ministry and youth 
ministry – begins shrinking.

Here are three resources that can help congregations rethink fruitful 
faith formation for both empty nesters, who find themselves with in-
creasing freedom, and those in late adulthood who still have much to 
contribute to the life of the church.

Calling All Years Good: Christian Vocation throughout Life’s Sea-
sons by Kathleen A. Cahalan and Bonnie J. Miller-McLemore brings a 
new and remarkably helpful set of perspectives to vocation embedded 
in an intergenerational context. By discussing the relationship to God’s 
calling us at different ages, we can better understand the gifts and 
challenges each group faces. The sections on late adulthood and older 
adulthood are particularly helpful for a study of the Third Third of Life.

Creative Aging: Rethinking Retirement and Non-Retirement in a 
Changing World by Marjory Zoet Bankson explores the spiritual di-
mensions of retirement and aging. She offers creative ways for folks 
to share their gifts and experience, particularly when retirement leaves 

CRC Ministries within Canada

SUPPORTING YOUNG CHANGEMAKERS 

THE STUDENTS AT UNITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL in Chilliwack, B.C. 
are committed to being good stewards of God’s creation. Four years 
ago, the Grade 7 class began an educational journey considering ways 
in which they could actively participate in providing solutions to the 
problem of waste. Many considerations were given to problems they 
saw, both globally and locally. Pretty soon they realized that in order 
to tackle this issue, they needed to start with their own school.

“Students saw the need to change the way Unity dealt with their gar-
bage,” Julia, a former student, shared. “There were no bins to sort our 
waste; this gave us no choice but to toss our compost and recycling 

IN RESPONSE TO THE DECLINING ATTENDANCE OF YOUNG PEOPLE, 
many congregations are doing the important and necessary work of 
reaching out to Millennials and Gen Zs. But there are three trends ac-
companying the outward migration of younger generations that min-
istry leaders should also pay attention to: 

1. Some of the parents of our emerging adults are also migrating away. 
2. Many of those who remain are expressing deep dissatisfaction 

‘THIRD THIRD OF LIFE’ 
MINISTRY  
Lesli van Milligen 

into the garbage.” 
The class started small by col-

lecting garbage, recycling and 
compost in the middle school 
area. After that, Unity School 
saw their compost collection in-
crease, as the following year both 
the Elementary and High School 
divisions joined in. Students who 
once collected compost in middle 

This page is made possible through a partnership with CRC Ministries within Canada.

Middle school receives Youth Justice Grant.  |  Erin Knight

Erin Knight

Erin is the Communica-
tions Coordinator
of Diaconal Ministries 
Canada.

school were now collecting the 
compost in high school. 

The Grade 7 class continued 
their mission to be good earth-
keepers by coming up with sev-
eral ideas to help educate other 
students about where to put their 
waste, and also by adding new 
bins outside to make it more ac-
cessible to students who ate out-
doors.  

All of these changes have now 
become a collaborative, school-
wide effort. Each year, Grade 
5 students collect refundable 
bottles, keeping these out of the 
landfill. 

“I think that the changes that 
we have made are greatly import-
ant,” Miles, a Grade 8 student, 
said. “God tells us in the Bible to 
take care of the creation that He 
has made for us. It is important 
for us to carry out the work that 
God has given to us.” 

One way the students at Unity 
were able to accomplish many of 
their creation care activities was 
through a grant from the Youth 
Justice Project (YJP), an initia-
tive of the NewGround Program 
of Diaconal Ministries Canada. 
They also received funding from 
the City of Chilliwack. 

“Applying to the YJP provides 

young people with coaching, re-
lational support and encourage-
ment as they put their ideas for 
making a difference into action,” 
explains Rachel Vroege, Diaconal 
Ministries’ Regional Ministry 
Developer. “Through this process 
of learning about injustice and 
being nurtured into responding 
through their faith community, 
young people can be encouraged 
to be incredible changemakers!”

Nathan Boersma, Vice Princi-
pal of Unity, shared his apprecia-
tion for the partnership in a recent 
email. He specifically thanked 
Rachel, “for approaching us and 
encouraging our school in this 
direction!”

“The changes that we have 
made have been very important 
because we are helping the en-
vironment and keeping it clean,” 
one student shared.  

For more information on New-
Ground and/or the Youth Justice 
Project, visit diaconalministries.
com/newground or call (800) 
730-3490 x4304.

them questioning who they are 
when they are no longer defined 
by a career. Drawing on stories of 
people who have reinvented their 
lives in their later years, Bankson 
explores the issues to address as 
one moves into this generative 
period of life.

To Plant a Walnut Tree: How 
to Create a Fruitful Legacy 
by Trevor Waldock describes 
Waldock’s journey to find what 
elders can learn and discover 
about themselves in order to help 
others. 

Faith Formation Regional Cata-
lyzers have produced a workshop 
filled with robust ways to support 
the faith formation of those in the 
Third Third.  It can be done both 
virtually and in person.  Contact 
lvanilligen@crcna.org for more 
information.

Lesli van Milligen

Lesli is the Regional 
Catalyzer with Faith 
Formation Ministries.

Unity Christian School students pictured near the new bins purchased with a Diaconal Ministries grant.



@ChrCourier ChrCourier CHRISTIANCOURIER.CA      |     FEBRUARY 8, 2021       9



10   FEBRUARY 8, 2021    |     CHRISTIAN COURIER

Reviews

ity, Steve Bell continues to grow 
into the role of a wizened elder, 
an artist of profound wisdom 
in our midst. There is no cheap 
sentimentality to this album, no 
easy answers, no platitudes of 
love that cover up the real pain 
and sorrow of our time. In the 
profoundly beautiful song, “The 
Strange Blessing of Bearing,” 
the artist sings, Love enwombed 
in God’s creations / Fortifies the 
soul’s elation / Hearts on fire to 
love attending / Tribulations not 
withstanding. Indeed, only in the 
fire of such tribulations might our 
hearts be on fire to attend to the 
love longing to be born anew in 
God’s creation Cultural critique 
& celebration

Wouldn’t You Love to Know? 
is an album of music and poet-
ry, and more. The accompanying 
book goes beyond liner notes. 
In telling the story of each song, 
Bell invites us both into the cre-
ative process of his songwriting 
and opens up paths of deeper re-
flection, even meditation. More-
over, the book itself is beautiful-
ly and evocatively designed by 
Roberta Landreth, and includes 
a powerful portrait of Steve Bell 
by artist Roger Schmidt. If you 
know Bell at all, you will know 

IT SEEMS INCONGRUOUS AT FIRST. Bluegrass guitar and claw-hammer 
banjo. Used in a meditation on the lofty themes of the nature of know-
ledge, this instrumentation results in a song that sounds as if it would 
be more at home on a front porch in some Appalachian hollow than in 
the lofty halls of the academy, where Steve Bell’s muse for this song, 
N.T. Wright, spends his time. Yet this opening song, the title track on 
Bell’s newest project, Wouldn’t You Love to Know? accomplishes pre-
cisely what the lyrics suggest: “If the essence of a thing / Begs to hear 
your tender wooing / Wouldn’t you love to know?” Lyrically evoking 
Wright’s deeply biblical insight that knowledge is inseparable, indeed 
impossible, without love, the song hooks us with both an urgency and 
wistfulness. In an age where the “severing damage” of violent mastery 
has been done, there is an urgency to knowing the world in love. But 
there is no love without wistful wooing. 

To know as you are known
Merely love as you are loved
Gently turn this fertile loam 
To unearth the fragrance of the lover’s drug 
A world created in love, overflowing with the Creator’s love, can 

only be known in love. Just put your spade into the soil, turn the loam 
and smell the fragrance of the Creator’s love.

‘TRIBULATIONS NOT WITHSTANDING’
The second track, “In Praise of Decay,” plays off a Malcolm Guite 
poem by the same name. Themes of knowing and wisdom continue 
to emerge, deepened by imagery of growth, decay and love. While 
human sinfulness has a “manufactured grim disgrace” that betrays our 
beginning “with viral acts of greed and waste,” the artist can still see 
that “planted in the midst of these bewildering displays / Lies a gar-
den tended by the lover’s grace.” And so we are called anew to such 
gentle gardening, “of letting go and planting seeds” because “Blessed 
are the ones who harrow wisdom of the past.” Harrowing wisdom, 
uncovering a lost wisdom, turning that fertile loam anew to kinder 
and wiser ways of living, cultivating “the seeds of love / the shoot 
of faith / the tree of hope.” Without arrogance, but with deep humil-

PROPHETIC LYRICS AND NEW CREATION HOPE

WOULDN’T YOU LOVE TO 
KNOW? 
Steve Bell
Signpost Music, 2020.

Brian Walsh

Brian Walsh

Brian is a retired campus 
pastor and the founder of the 
Wine Before Breakfast com-
munity in Toronto. His most 
recent book, with Sylvia Kees-
maat, is Romans Disarmed: 
Resisting Empire, Demand-
ing Justice (Brazos).

ter people. The reality of living in 
New York City’s housing projects 
is reflected in Deem, who has po-
tential to be an outstanding base-
ball player but is now an unhappy 
drug dealer without a dream, a 
plan, or anyone who can give 
him direction. In moving prose 
McBride highlights the penni-
less desperation and the lack of 
hope that rules the lives of those 
“too black or too poor to leave” 
and contrasts it with the white 
man’s life in Manhattan. Passages 
like these provide context to the 

SPORTCOAT IS A CRANKY OLD DRUNK who shoots and injures drug 
dealer Deem. He doesn’t even remember pulling the gun but his life 
is now in danger. Fortunately, he is surrounded by a community that 
works to protect him from the organized crime elements that infiltrate 
The Cause, a housing project in 1969 Brooklyn. “Deacon King Kong,” 
so named for the moonshine drunk by Sportcoat and his pal Hot Saus-
age, is an uplifting novel that expresses an abiding faith in humanity. 
Its cast of characters, including drug dealers, drunks, a white police 
officer, crime bosses, and church ladies all come to life with humour 
and honesty. Five Ends Baptist Church plays a pivotal role as the cen-
ter of the community where all come together with an abiding faith in 
God and each other. 

Yet the novel portrays the lack of control that African-Americans 
and Latinos live with. Potts, a white police officer, and Sister Gee, 
the church caretaker, both have the job of “cleaning up the dirt” af-

A BLESSING FOR THOSE WHO NEED IT

DEACON KING KONG
James McBride
Riverhead Books, 2020.

Joanne Spoelstra

novel, but do not overshadow 
what is at heart a book full of 
well-developed and endearing 
characters who remind us that 
“God holds you in the palm of 
his hands,” a message that is both 
symbolic and part of a mystery 
that is central to the story.  

of his infectious and delightful 
smile. This portrait captures an-
other side of Steve Bell – a ser-
ious gaze, almost a scowl, in the 
face of all that has been lost in the 
past years.

This is a wonderful album. 
From the incisive cultural cri-
tique of “Long Shadows,” to 
Steve’s tender testimony to the 
life of his father in “In Memor-
iam,” the Taizé-like chants of 
“Do Not Judge” and “Together,” 
and the marching band celebra-
tion of new creation hope in “The 
Home of Our God,” this work of 
art is a gift. This is not an album 
for easy listening. Bell invites us 
to put in the work of paying close 
attention, dwelling in the im-
agery, drinking in the meanings, 
letting the music wash over us, 
take us where it will. 

From the pensive to the whim-
sical, with prophetic insight and 
priestly care, this is art for such a 
time as this.  

Joanne Spoelstra 

Joanne is a retired teacher-li-
brarian living in Hamilton, 
Ontario where she partici-
pates in two book clubs. She 
and her husband enjoy liv-
ing near their children and 
grandchildren.
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Christian traditions. Questioning 
is OK and TMH staff intentionally 
deal with doubt by what Schuur-
man analyzes as a complex “dra-
matic web” in worship production 
and educational materials. 

Throughout Schuurman de-
velops this “web,” revealing the 
extensive teamwork and planning 
required for every Sunday service 
and education program. Having 
come to know Bruxy Cavey well 
during his research – including 
visits to his home over meals – 
Schuurman reveals the process of 
Cavey’s own intentional, some-
what reluctant, and self-critical 
participation in the high-profile 
position of Teaching Pastor in 
streamed worship that reaches 
more than 5000 people weekly.

Yet that personal modesty works 
well because it plays off Cavey’s 
odd charisma with a nearly omni-
present winking irony in every 
element of media production. That 
is, in his personal life Cavey is 
exactly the opposite of everything 
our show-all culture expects of a 
celebrity, whether pastor, actor, 
star athlete, or game show host. 
Deeply shy and incurably casual 
– almost messy in jeans, t-shirt, 
runners on- or off-stage – Cavey 
would much prefer reading books 
and preparing sermons than stand 
in front of large audiences. Yet 
what drives him profoundly is the 
call to preach and live the Gospel 
in a “church for people who aren’t 
into church”, expanding the reach 
of the small Brethren in Christ de-
nomination of which TMH is the 
largest congregation. By the way, 
his Leviticus 19:28 (look it up) tat-
too lends smart-alecky panache to 
his odd charisma and also appears 
in various places on the bodies of 
not a few followers. It’s tempting 
to wonder whom they follow with 
such imitation.

CHURCH AS SERIOUS FUN
Many people aren’t “into church” 
because religious leaders have 
taken themselves so seriously 
and assumed an arrogant posture 
that prevents the slightest drop 
of Gospel Joy from leaking out 
of three-piece suits and corporate 
culture. Pride and arrogance find 
no place in TMH’s transparent 
world. Instead a frequent hall-

mark of TMH’s public presence 
are “Iftobums” – “It’s fun to be us 
moments.” 

For example, a TMH “Spring 
Report” sports mugshots of 
Cavey wearing amateurishly 
drawn spectacles, and normally 
clean-shaven Senior Pastor Tim 
Day adorned with a moustache 
that looks like the work of a petty 
vandal. As I read such exam-
ples, it struck me that this ironic, 
self-deprecating presence could 
be an effective 21st century way 
of being John the Baptist becom-
ing less so Jesus becomes greater. 

TMH, MEGACHURCHES 
AND THE FUTURE
Such playfulness could be con-
strued as frivolity of self-promo-
tion that distracts from Christ, an 
eventuality into which Schuur-
man digs in Chapter 8, “Drama-
turgical Trouble and the End of 
the Show.” While not dismissing 
the possibility of TMH’s col-
lapse, Schuurman recognizes that 
Cavey knows his weaknesses as a 
leader, who intentionally depends 
on shared leadership. Cavey’s 
own introversion off-stage, even 
when responding to post-service 
questions, contrasts with his dy-
namic public presence, adding 
uncertainty to succession and 
TMH’s future.

 In the “Epilogue” Schuurman 
doesn’t predict how Cavey and 
TMH will face such issues. In-
stead he shifts from his micro-
view to a wide angle look at 
how several megachurches have 
faced succession. That final chap-
ter seemed at first to delve into 
areas not necessarily warranted 
by the previous analysis. Still, I 
have come to hope that perhaps 
Schuurman was offering a hint 
where he might go in future writ-
ing projects. I would welcome a 
comprehensive study on the fu-
ture of megachurches, using this 
document of TMH’s uniqueness 
as a backstory and foil to a phe-
nomenon that has covered the 
earth.   

I HAVE READ A FEW DISSERTATIONS and am happy that most were never 
released into the general population. Such scholarly scribblings might 
discourage many readers from ever thinking about graduate school.

Then along came Peter Schuurman’s revamped dissertation, The 
Subversive Evangelical. Many in Canadian churches have awaited 
this book for some time. Its subjects – Rev. Bruxy Cavey and The 
Meeting House (TMH) – have been confounding church observers 
for years. Finally, the welcome fruits of Schuurman’s personal and 
academic research have landed in the public sphere for, I hope, a long 
community conversation.  

For two years, Schuurman observed and interviewed Cavey, staff 
and congregation in worship and in “Home Churches.” Then he syn-
thesized that information into readable, informative, sometimes elo-
quent prose. For anyone who has read Schuurman’s pieces in Chris-
tian Courier, that evaluation comes as no surprise. 

A FINE BOOK TOO BOUND BY DISSERTATION FORM 
Yet I wouldn’t be honest if I didn’t note that, although this was a dis-
sertation edited for wide public readership, it still reads “dissertatio-
ny,” as a friend put it. That is, it plods along for a page or two in each 
chapter, beginning with a pro forma section of “This is what this chap-
ter is about” and ending with a repetitive summary of “This is what 
this chapter was about.” 

Such a format is de rigeur for dissertations and university press pub-
lications, but in an otherwise extremely cool book each chapter starts 
out like a rookie water skier trying to get out of the water and ends 
with an awkward splash back in. Thankfully, between that ascent from 
and descent back into that thick element, Schuurman jumps and pirou-
ettes in and out of the metaphorical wake like a ballet dancer who is 
not merely surviving a wild ride, but is exceedingly good at analytical 
word-skiing, thriving and delighting in the work of his hands that the 
Lord continues to establish. 

There; got that off my chest. Had to, though, because this is such a 
fine book. Soon after publication it was selling well; I hope it still is. 
Perhaps future editions can scour those academically hidebound chap-
ter introductions and conclusions and let Schuurman’s words dance 
freely. 

TMH AS UNIQUELY CANADIAN
From the start Schuurman shows readers that TMH is a unique Can-
adian ecclesiastical phenomenon. Without claiming Canadian evan-
gelical purity, he boldly names the “morally infected form of Chris-
tianity generally perceived to be American [as] the antithesis of Can-
adian identity”, because that profession was so compromised by the 
high percentage of white evangelicals’ support for Donald Trump in 
2016. Schuurman sees TMH and Cavey offering a “third way” that 
is theologically conservative, but broadly welcoming to make it “the 
kind of church to which I invite my non-Christian friends.”

Early on Schuurman calls TMH life “nothing less than a compel-
ling culture and religious production uniquely fitted to a secular age.” 
That is a fair assessment; yet Schuurman recognizes TMH is limited 
geographically to southern Ontario, attracting a largely white middle 
class demographic. Thus, while TMH is indeed a megachurch, it is not 
nearly as mega as the recently humbled Willow Creek Association. 
Nor does Cavey or TMH seem to harbour ambition to aim for inter-
national growth and influence.

FOR MANY A LAST TRY AT CHURCH
Middle class and white or not, TMH definitely attracts people dissatis-
fied with other Christian expressions. These folks are willing to give 
this church one hearty last try because it is intentionally counter-cul-
tural, honest in its presentation of Christ, while also encouraging deep 
questioning from adherents – 96 percent of whom had abandoned other 

Reviews

A UNIQUE CANADIAN CHURCH HAPPENING
James Dekker

James Dekker

Jim has worshipped in hun-
dreds of churches in many 
nations, though never at-
tracted to megachurches de-
spite obligatory attendance 
at too many of them.

THE SUBVERSIVE 
EVANGELICAL: THE 
IRONIC CHARISMA OF AN 
IRRELIGIOUS MEGACHURCH
Peter Schuurman
McGill-Queens University Press, 2019.
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IF YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT THE HECK BITCOIN IS, it might be time 
to figure it out. 

Not only has cryptocurrency – Bitcoin being the original and best 
known – taken off in the last year, much to the delight of speculative 
investors and counter-cultural diehards, but social justice advocates 
herald it as a way to make the world a better place. 

“The mission behind a lot of this is to help the unbanked popu-
lation attain a greater level of financial freedom,” says Nick Run-
yon, author of Crypto for Good: Demystifying Cryptocurrencies for 
Nonprofits. “A lot of the world is unable to access financial services 
or the financial stability that we enjoy in the west. Cryptocurrency 
represents security that doesn’t otherwise exist.”

The crypto world operates on a blockchain. Put simply, a block-
chain is a chain of data held by its user community. Think of an 
old-school cheque book, but in a digital space where a huge network 
of computers records, verifies and stores all transactions. Most im-
portantly, it brings transparency and traceability to money exchange 
(or other online activities) that was never before possible. It also 
operates independently of central banks and governments, and data 
cannot be changed or tampered with. 

If widely adopted, it could “potentially reduce the power banks 
and governments have over monetary policy,” states CoinDesk.com. 

And while it is indeed a place where early investors can make an 
enormous profit (big business is taking note, with PayPal, Shopify 
and Square all getting on board, and there are reports that Facebook 
is developing its own coin), at the same time defying the way the 
current economic system works, blockchain goes further than that. 

“Blockchain is the foundation for the second era of the internet – 
an internet of value, where anything of value, including money, our 
identities, cultural assets like music, and even a vote can be stored, 
managed, transacted and moved in a secure, private way,” states the 
Toronto-based Blockchain Research Institute. “Blockchain is poised 
to transform every industry and managerial function – redefining the 
way we make transactions, share ideas, and manage workflow.”

With places like China and 
India developing their own cryp-
tocurrencies, and the Bank of 
Canada reporting that they’re in 
the midst of plans for their own 
coin as a “contingency,” it’s dif-
ficult to ignore the growing im-
portance of tech in all aspects of 
our lives. 

THE TECHIE STUFF 
Bitcoin was created in 2009, 
when its value was about $0.0008 
for one coin. As of mid-January, 
that same coin was going for 
more than $36,000 U.S.

Ethereum, a blockchain-based 
software platform, came along 
in 2015, building on Bitcoin’s 
basics. While Bitcoin is used 
most commonly to store value 
(and therefore, as a means of pay-
ment), ethereum, via its native 
token, ether, allows for greater 
applications of the technology. 
It is the hub of decentralized fi-
nance, with an aim to give users 
more control over their person-
al information, mainly through 
dApps (decentralized apps) with 
no third party to share, tamp-
er with or control data. “Smart 
contracts,” immediate, online 
agreements that don’t need an 

intermediary, are also possible, making loans, insurance and start-up 
funding accessible (in theory) to anyone on the blockchain. Because 
of all this, ethereum is often referred to as a “world computer.” 

“It’s only been in the last four or five years when blockchain became 
mature enough to develop applications on top of it, with ethereum 
and others,” says Robby Greenfield, CEO of Emerging Impact, an or-
ganization helping NGOs and governments reimagine humanitarian 
aid. “Suddenly it became possible for you to start to realize the ways 
in which you could affect positive change.” 

Greenfield says he first got involved in the crypto world in 2011, 
believing in the original ethos of blockchain. “Decentralization, fair-
ness, and all the things that come with that.

“Its characteristics beg for socially impactful outcomes,” he con-
tinues. “By emphasizing its transparency, decentralization and secur-
ity, hopefully that incites people to use it for good.”

BLOCKCHAIN FOR SOCIAL IMPACT
So amidst all the speculation, promises and idealism, how exactly 
might cryptocurrencies make this planet a better place? 

Much like traditional socially responsible investing, which consid-
ers things like environmental responsibility, social impact and cor-
porate ethics, it’s possible to invest digitally in companies that are 
doing good things for the world. 

Moeda, for example, was created by a Brazilian woman at a 
UN-sponsored hackathon. They grant seed funding to small-scale 
farmers and other agricultural businesses who otherwise wouldn’t 
be able to secure financial support. With blockchain technology, a 
farmer struggling for funds no longer has to use a credit card with 
high interest rates, pay banking fees, wait lengthy times before be-
ing approved for bank loans, and there’s a trail of exactly where the 
money goes. Donors can support these projects through the Moeda 
app – where they can also learn about the projects and see what their 
money is doing – by sending cryptocurrency through the blockchain. 

“Currency is made of partnerships. This is the model that enables a 
more balanced world,” states Moeda’s website. 

Other initiatives range from ethical and transparent supply chains 
(one project tracks the health and wellbeing of garment factory 
workers), to clean energy, to tamper-proof e-voting systems, to digit-
al identity (remote communities may not have birth certificates or 
other identification, preventing them from accessing social services), 
to humanitarian aid distribution. In 2020, the blockchain was used 
to help streamline and deliver needed medical equipment during 
COVID-19, to track the spread of the virus, and to share information. 
Big-time players like Oxfam, the World Food Programme, UNICEF, 
and the World Wildlife Fund are all involved in initiatives that use 
blockchain technology to carry out their work and vision. 

SO HOW DO CHURCHES PARTICIPATE?
Runyon, who wrote his book in 2018 with friend Nils Smith, thinks 
the Church needs to be involved for several reasons.

“In a mission context, it’s very exciting,” says Runyon, noting that 
churches will be able to send money immediately overseas to relief 
and development projects, and can track where that money goes on 
the blockchain.

“A church can send $100 to a person on the ground doing the work 
that they’re supporting in a foreign location, and know that the trans-
fer is made immediately, that I can track it on the blockchain. I can 
see who it went to, if it was received, if it was liquidated. The person 
on the ground should be able to say, your $100 was put to use here, 
and here’s the proof.” 

He noted the Red Cross scandal during the hurricane disaster in 
Haiti back in 2010, when half a billion donation dollars were lost or 
questionably spent. “If that had been given on the blockchain, you 
could track where it went. Everything would have been open. 

“It takes misappropriation out of the equation.” 
Greenfield has several ideas for how congregations can get into the 

crypto space. Apps like Giveth and The Giving Block (which reports 
that $300 million is donated in cryptocurrencies each year) make it 

WOULD JESUS BUY BITCOIN? 
How cryptocurrency might change the world.  |  Amy MacLachlan
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possible to give and receive donations in cryptocurrency. He also 
suggests starting a savings account on the blockchain, where interest 
rates are several times higher than traditional bank accounts. People 
could donate to the congregation’s account on the blockchain, inter-
est would accrue, and then the church could either donate to a project 
or use it for their operating expenses. He says tech companies are 
working on innovative funding models that will figure out “how to 
do more with less and make giving easier,” as well as making dona-
tions more transparent – all things churches should look forward to. 

Above all, Runyon believes it’s important for Christians to be 
involved to influence the development of the new technology. He 
told a story about being at “one of the largest social networks” for a 
meeting of Christian employees. “They let me know that there was 
a team onsite working on building AI morality which would govern 
how their artificial intelligence would make moral decisions. And 
that group of believers recognized the need to make sure that people 
with a Christian worldview and perspective were involved in that 
team in order to influence the conversation.”

Investing in digital companies gives “hodlers” (i.e., coin holders 
or share holders) a vote and some say in how the company operates.

“It’s going to happen whether we participate in it or not, and that 
struck me as the same type of approach we should take with crypto-
currency and blockchain technology. You can’t do that by remaining 
separate. I think engagement here is the right move.” 

Runyon likens it to when the internet became mainstream back 
in the ‘90s, when some held back, unaware and a little afraid of the 
new phenomenon. “Blockchain and cryptocurrency represent the 
next great opportunity for NGOs to take advantage of,” he continues. 
“The internet was the advancement of tech that changed the world. 
And the non-profit world was slow to adapt. We should not make that 
mistake again.”

LEVELLING THE ECONOMIC PLAYING FIELD
“The biggest plus is the ability to grant access to funds for people 

Amy MacLachlan 

Amy is Features Editor at CC. 
Contact her at features@
christiancourier.ca.  

who otherwise can’t,” says Adam Graber, director of the FaithTech 
Institute, an initiative dedicated to changing the way the global faith 
community talks about tech. 

Blockchain’s ability to break down economic barriers for the “un-
banked” and under-banked is encouraging. According to the World 
Bank, 1.7 billion adults globally do not have a bank account. In Can-
ada, three percent (close to one million people) are unbanked, with 
nearly five million more being underbanked.

Bank fees, interest rates and overdraft penalties make many ac-
counts and daily transactions inaccessible to many. People with no 
fixed address or even ID aren’t eligible for bank accounts at all. 
Loans would never be granted; ditto for credit cards. Payday lenders 
capitalize on the vacuum, offering payday loans at exorbitant interest 
rates. According to Acorn Canada, a national advocacy organization 
of low and moderate-income families, “in most provinces, payday 
lenders are legally allowed to charge fees and interest rates ranging 
from 442 percent - 600 percent on loans of up to $1,500.”

International money transfers can also be expensive. When some-
one in a developing country moves elsewhere for work, sending 
money back home, they often do so using wire transfers – but pay 
high fees to do so. When someone is already making very little, los-
ing a portion in fees can be a big blow. And sending an e-transfer 
without a bank account isn’t possible. 

Something like Bitcoin offers another option. Peers sending peers 
cryptocurrency, immediately, in a transparent, traceable way, with 
little to no fees. It can’t be laundered, filtered, or intercepted. People 
can even secure loans via smart contracts in the crypto space, or have 
a savings account with “stablecoins,” pegged to the U.S. dollar and 
therefore their value remains stable. Interest rates paid to holders run 
about 12 percent, compared to the less than one percent that banks 
often offer.

By loaning, lending or donating digital currency to individuals (or 
organizations) who need it, “I now have the ability to directly benefit 
the end user,” says Runyon. “From a biblical standpoint, that’s an 
idea that a lot of believers can get behind.”

There is, however, an “innovation gap,” between the possibilities 

of the technology and regular people (particularly people on the mar-
gins) being able to actually figure out how to use it. “The interface 
is currently private keys and hardware wallets and all these confus-
ing things,” says Greenfield. “Just like how everybody doesn’t know 
about databases to use Facebook, or how the engine works when they 
get on a plane, churches and NGOs shouldn’t have to worry about 
these things.”

Many start-ups are working on closing the gap, making it more 
accessible to everyone. 

SOME WORDS OF CAUTION
As with any emerging technology, there are drawbacks. Here’s a 
short list: While the potential for hacking and fraud isn’t quite as 
high as it once was, the risk still exists; Bitcoin’s value is highly 
volatile, making it tricky to use for everyday purchases; energy use 
is extremely high (coins are “mined” by people using high-powered 
computers, often on huge data farms in China. For people concerned 
about energy conservation, the “proof-of-work” model currently 
used in mining, is cause for reflection); “gas fees” for ethereum (ie., 
fees paid when making digital transactions) are extremely high, mak-
ing it prohibitive for many. Many coins are unstable, making the po-
tential for loss relatively high; and, lastly, securing your funds is 100 
percent your responsibility, and requires knowing how the compli-

The faster we get up to speed with 
cryptocurrency, the faster we can start 
to understand how this can be used to 

advance the kingdom mission.

cated system works, owning and 
storing data on a hardware “wal-
let,” and creating, remembering 
and safe-keeping a password (or 
“key”). If you forget your key, 
you’re out of luck. There’s no 
“reset password” button in the 
crypto space. If you lose your 
key, you lose your crypto. 

Despite weaknesses, the po-
tential benefits are exciting. 

“Leadership of these organiz-
ations should dip their toes in, 
read a few articles, get famil-
iar,” says Greenfield. “I do think 
there’s a great advantage toward 
organizations doing that. Even 
if it’s just accepting donations 
in cryptocurrency. That might 
open up opportunities that give 
your organization an innovation 
edge that make people want to 
donate.” 

“It’s appropriate to be cau-
tious,” says Runyon, “but it’s 
also important to educate one’s 
self on the possibilities. The 
faster we get up to speed with 
the language of cryptocurrency 
and blockchain, the faster we 
can start to apply some of these 
things and understand how this 
can be used to advance the king-
dom mission.” 

We know the desire for social 
purpose is a powerful driver of 
change. “Disruptive technolo-
gies” like Bitcoin might be the 
new way to get there.  
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DeFi? Satoshi? Mining? 
To learn more crypto lingo, visit 
us online at christiancourier.ca
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VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE WWW.LINKCHARITY.CA 
OR CALL 1-800-387-8146 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Gift Planning
. . . simplified

GUARANTEED LIFETIME INCOME AND GREAT GIFTS TO YOUR CHARITIES
Link Charity has issued $7 million in new Charitable Gift Annuity agreements in the last 22 
months. With a dramatic drop in interest rates recently, these life income guaranteed rates 
are looking better than ever! Link Charity is now the leading issuer of the Charitable Gift 
Annuity in Canada.

HERE ARE SOME SAMPLE RATES OF CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES
Based on a single life $100,000.00 and payable quarterly. Smaller agreements in the 
$20,000.00 range are available also, but Canada Revenue Agency builds in some extra ex-
pense and requires Link Charity to reduce the payment a little. 

EXACT RATES JANUARY 26 - FEBRUARY 2 IN THE CHART  
Joint Life agreements would pay less but would pay as long as either of the two people are living. 

You can estimate a payment rate if your age is between the samples listed. An accurate quota-
tion is available for you, confidentially, and without obligation. Call Harry Houtman today!

MALE FEMALE

Donor Age 87 8.89% 8.67%

Donor Age 82 7.68% 7.37%

Donor Age 78 6.76% 6.32%

Donor Age 72 5.52% 5.09%

Age means a birthday anytime during 
the calendar year for that age.

All payments are completely tax free.
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CHICKADEE GRACE 
Bob Bruinsma |  bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Bob is a retired Professor of Education (The King’s University) 
living in Edmonton. Bob likes birds almost as much as his human 
friends.

undeterred in their winter search 
for seeds. If you’re reasonably 
still and hold out a few black-oil 
sunflower seeds in a bare, ex-
tended hand, a wonderful thing 
might happen. One of these little 
sprites may light on a twig of a 
close-by aspen branch and then, 
wonder of wonders, fly out to 
your out-stretched hand, quickly 
grab a seed, and then fly off to a 
branch to break it open to eat the 
meat. It then calls to its friends 
and, before you know it, a small 
squadron of these little creatures 
are trusting themselves not to be 
grabbed by a giant hand. Human 
passersby often stop and look on 
in wonder. We offer them some 
seeds and watch as they nervous-
ly stand with out-stretched hand 
and, more often than not, a look 
of sheer amazement and won-
der lights up their faces. Women 
are usually more eager than men 
to try their hand at feeding the 
chickadees, but sometimes a 
tough-looking guy, at the urging 
of his female companion, will 
agree to try, and when a chick-
adee alights, even he can’t sup-
press a look of joy.

AS I WRITE THIS FROM EDMONTON, ALBERTA, it’s looking to be a 
long, cold winter exacerbated by a pandemic that requires limited 
human-to-human contact. Normally our house is full on Christmas 
Day with our children, their partners and grandchildren, as well as a 
couple of dogs. Tables are stretched, extra chairs are hauled up from 
the basement and much laughter and merriment ensues. Much of this 
is repeated a week later at New Year’s celebrations. But this year I 
had Christmas dinner with only my dear spouse, Louisa, and on New 
Year’s Eve we were in bed by 11:00 p.m.

But every day, Louisa and I do a 5 km walk in Rundle Park, which is 
one of the many parks on the flatlands along the North Saskatchewan 
River that meanders its way through Edmonton from south-west to 
north-east. Along the pathways of the riparian woods that border the 
river’s banks we regularly allay some of our COVID-19 isolation by 
meeting and sharing food with some unexpected friends, all within 
the guidelines of our Chief Provincial Health Officer.

SMALL MOMENTS OF GRACE
The Black-capped Chickadee is the most widespread chickadee in 
North America, equally at home in the cold far north, and in warm Ap-
palachian valleys. This tiny (131 mm) little busybody of a bird weighs 
only about 11 grams and flits about noisily in small, gregarious flocks 
calling out its namesake “chick-a-dee-de-dee” and a clear whistled 
“pee-ter.”  Whether it’s a balmy 5C or a bone-chilling -25C, they are 

The little ticklish skritch of the tiny feet, the quick peck of the beak, 
and the tiny whoosh of air as the bird flies away with its morsel are 
small moments of grace that remind us of creation’s beauty in the 
midst of an ugly pandemic. If a tiny bird will bless us with its trust, 
how much more can we trust in the benevolence of the Creator who 
made it. 

Feeding the chickadees at Rundle Park.

Immanuel
Kendra Fiddler

Meetings in the cool of the Garden,
     torch and oven covenanting between the pieces,
          One Who Sees a pregnant slave’s sufferings,
               answerer of maternal questions,
                    re-namer of returning brother,
                         comforting, guiding, protecting shepherd,
                              manna, fire, cloud, Torah.

                                        This God has
                                              always
                                        been with us.

                              Bread, Light, Door, Truth,
                        shepherd seeking one stray sheep,
                    father welcoming lost sons home,
               woman rejoicing over one found coin,
           Word enfleshed in womb of woman,
     fiery reformer, humble healer, homeless rabbi
meeting sorrow in a garden.

Kendra Fiddler

Kendra is from Oregon and is currently living in 
Ukraine while completing her MA in Abrahamic 
Studies through Dallas International University. 

“The Good Shepherd” by Nicholas Mynheer, British painter & sculptor (mynheer-art.co.uk).
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The poet explains

In Hebrew, the focus of Psalm 
23 is the centre: “For you are 
with me.” There are exactly 
26 words before and 26 words 
after this phrase. My poem 
has 37 words before and af-
ter the central portion. Both 
are arranged as a “chiasm” – 
common to Semitic literature 
– following the format of an 
“X” (the Greek letter “chi”). 
Go back and read the middle 
section first. Then, read the 
line directly above and directly 
below. Keep moving outwards 
and notice the parallels!

Henri Nouwen defines “re-
pentance” as “acceptance of be-
ing found.” My poem begins and 
ends with God finding humans 
– Adam and Mary – and per-
haps this is their “repentance”: 
being found by a God who chas-
es them. Ultimately, we are with 
God and God is with us because 
he pursues us.

*A longer explanation of this poem 
can be found at christiancourier.ca.
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CALLING SANTÉ QUÉBEC
Roland De Vries  |  rdevries@pcmtl.ca

Roland is currently serving as Principal of The Presbyterian 
College in Montreal, where he also teaches. He likes to explore 
culture and play with words.  

THE HUMAN VOICE IS A POWERFUL INSTRUMENT. Through speaking, 
singing, whispering and shouting, our voices express much of the hu-
man experience. Our voices are also basic to our sharing meaningfully 
with others. Through verbal communication we express a range of 
emotions and experiences: anger, desire, sympathy, fear and amuse-
ment, among others.

I became particularly attuned to the significance of the voice during 
the last two weeks of December 2020. Here in Quebec, we were near 
the peak of the second pandemic wave, and at that time our student 
residence had a small outbreak of COVID-19. Although we only had 
a limited number of students in the residence, it was a very stressful 
time and experience for me. The outbreak meant that I was on the 
telephone numerous times with Santé Québec (811) and with Public 
Health. I was getting advice, sorting out quarantine, determining a 
testing regime and more.

VOICE OF KINDNESS
In the midst of this, what I noticed above all was the kindness and quiet 
competence of the nurses and public health officials who spoke with 
me. In their voices I heard compassion, encouragement and patience, 
to a person. On the other hand, I never once heard a hint of judgment 
or disappointment or annoyance. With their voices, they were meeting 
me (and by extension those in the residence) with understanding and 
helpfulness. It was a remarkable gift in a challenging time.

When we think about how we communicate with one another, and 
empathize with one another’s experiences, we often think first of the 
faces we see. This is part of the reason that we bemoan endless Zoom 
meetings; we cannot fully see and respond to one another’s faces. Yes, 
there is certainly something lost in our not being physically present 
to one another. At the same time, though, we should not neglect the 

singular importance of the human 
voice for conveying our lives and 
experiences.

POWER OF VOICE
As human persons, we express 
a significant range of emotions 
through our voices. We are also 
particularly capable of hearing 
authentic expressions of human 
emotion and experience. Writ-
ing in American Psychologist, 
Michael Krauss of Yale argues 
that “voice-only communication 
is critical for empathic accur-
acy.” Further, that “facial and 
nonverbal expressions are a less 
reliable source of accurate emo-
tion expression than the voice.” 
In other words, the naked human 
voice is perhaps best suited to 
draw us meaningfully into one 
another’s experiences and emo-
tional landscapes.

Another study at UC Berkley 
in 2019 has produced an amaz-
ing, online map of 24 different 
emotional sounds that humans 
make. In ranging over the inter-
active map, you hear distinctive 
“vocal bursts” that express these 
24 emotions. As you hear each 
sound, there is a powerful reson-
ance; you can appreciate our cap-
acity to “hear” what others are 
experiencing.

We humans are also, of course, 
capable of deception with our 

voices. But somehow that seems 
like a minor aside when it comes 
to the important reality – namely, 
that by our voices and speaking 
we share ourselves emotionally 
and may also support each other 
meaningfully. Our honest sharing 
in speech (leaving aside gesture 
and facial expression) is prob-
ably the best way to enter one 
another’s emotional worlds and 
experiential realities with com-
passion and grace.

WORDS OF BLESSING
As I write these words in early 
January, I hardly know what Feb-
ruary will look like in Quebec or 
other parts of Canada. But what I 
do know is that I have heard the 
voices of compassion and kind-
ness when I needed them. Those 
voices have become an invitation 
to pay attention to the tone and 
cadence and content of  

A BLESSING 
FOR THE 
BROKENHEARTED

Jan Richardson

Let us agree
for now
that we will not say
the breaking
makes us stronger
or that it is better
to have this pain
than to have done
without this love.

Let us promise
we will not
tell ourselves
time will heal
the wound,
when every day
our waking
opens it anew.

Perhaps for now
it can be enough
to simply marvel
at the mystery
of how a heart
so broken
can go on beating,
as if it were made
for precisely this – 

as if it knows
the only cure for love
is more of it,
as if it sees
the heart’s sole remedy
for breaking
is to love still,

as if it trusts
that its own
persistent pulse
is the rhythm
of a blessing
we cannot
begin to fathom
but will save us
nonetheless.

“Blessing for the Broken-
hearted” © Jan Richardson 
from The Cure for Sorrow: A 
Book of Blessings for Times 
of Grief. Used by permission.

janrichardson.com
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FEBRUARY BLESSING
Sara Pot |  thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story includes two daughters who are severely 
disabled but radiate joy and grace.  

NOW IT’S FEBRUARY. We can’t forget it’s the month to celebrate Black 
History (I highly recommend I. Wilkeson’s book The Warmth of Other 
Suns), and there are some who like to acknowledge St. Valentine on 
February 14. Yet, I must admit, I’m finding it hard to write about non-
COVID-19 things. After almost one year, this pandemic has seeped 
into every corner of our home and life. Yes, I’m still doing temper-
ature checks, reviewing protocol with our home nurses and sanitizing 
door knobs. There are times when I get wonderfully distracted in a 
good book or hike, but that bliss doesn’t last long. When I return to 
our routine, it’s like a rude awakening, “Oh, right. The pandemic.” 
Can you relate?

COLLECTIVE GRIEF
American professor, lecturer and author Dr. Bréne Brown recently re-
corded a conversation with author and grief expert David Kessler in 
the podcast Unlocking Us. Kessler’s comment about a collective grief 
many of us feel caught my attention. This collective grief includes 
families who could not say good-bye to loved ones who died in care, 
worry over the wellbeing of vulnerable loved ones, children dealing 

with online schooling, familial 
tensions over polarized feel-
ings with politics and religion, 
job loss, loneliness and mental 
health challenges. Furthermore, 
there might be tensions or rifts 
that now exist in families and 
among friends over the different 
responses to this grief. 

A BLESSING FOR YOU
This month, as we fumble our 
way through February, I’d like to 
share a blessing with you that has 
particularly moved me. It’s writ-

ten by Jan Richardson, an auth-
or and artist. I believe her words 
ring true for many of us living 
with the ambiguous sadness that 
has taken root since March 2020. 
Remember how our Saviour also 
offered a blessing to the broken-
hearted gathered on a mountain-
side long ago (Matt. 5). Read 
this and tape it to your fridge (if 
you’re like my parents). May you 
be encouraged in your day-to-day 
that we remain in the comforting 
and trusted shadow of his wings 
(Ps. 91). 
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EVERYTHING HAS CHANGED IN POLITICS, SINCE TRUMP. I should 
know. 

In 1999 I was contracted to write speeches for Ontario Premier Mike 
Harris. A few years later, I was called up to work for Dalton McGuinty, 
a job I kept until 2012. I also worked in the last election in 2018. So, 
in total, I’ve written speeches for four Ontario Premiers: Harris, Eves, 
McGuinty and Wynne. Two Conservatives and two Liberals. 

A lot of folks have asked me how I – a Liberal – could have worked 
for Conservatives. But it really wasn’t that hard. In politics, parties 
have usually agreed on the problems but differed on the solutions. The 
Harris government, for example, had a “Species at Risk” Program. It 
was a terrible solution, from my perspective, but they at least tried to 
solve an environmental problem. And most of them were pretty decent 
people. 

For the last few decades, politicians have usually agreed that prob-
lems like homelessness, poverty and pollution need to be solved. Con-
servatives have tried to find market-driven solutions and Liberals usu-
ally develop government programs, but the starting point has been the 
same. That was how it has worked in the U.S., too – though the party 
divisions are a bit deeper. 

ASSAULT ON TRUTH
Then, a few years ago – just before Trump became President – some-
thing changed. Conservatives – who had once led the way on curb-
ing acid rain and protecting the ozone – started saying that Climate 
Change was a “hoax.” Suddenly, you had one side trying to solve a 

THE END OF ALTERNATIVE FACTS?   
problem, and the other side re-
fusing to admit it was real. Same 
for poverty, and health care, and 
a host of other issues. 

As U.S. Senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan once said: “You’re en-
titled to your own opinions, but 
not your own facts.” In the age 
of Trump, though, facts went out 
the window. Most notably when 
Trump’s spokesperson Kellyanne 
Conway said, in 2017, that the 
administration believed in “alter-
native facts.” 

Since then, everything has 
changed. 

In the last few years, we’ve 
seen Republicans deny facts. 
They denied COVID was a prob-
lem, and still do. They denied cli-
mate change exists, and still do. 
Instead, they have bought into a 
right-wing fantasy world spun 
by Fox News commentators and 
even bizarre conspiracy theories 
like “QAnon.” 

The last four years have been 
a full-on assault, by Republicans, 
on truth itself. Politics in the U.S. 
has stopped being about different 
solutions. It’s one side living in 
a world where the climate isn’t 

warming, black men aren’t being 
shot by cops, where liberals are 
at once both weak “soyboys” but 
also ruthless enemies of America, 
where the election wasn’t lost, it 
was “stolen” and where violent 
insurrection is both the fault of 
some other group (Antifa) but 
also the work of patriotic “Real” 
Americans. A world where all 
that matters is having power, and 
punishing the other side. 

There’s a word for all this, of 
course. The ideology that says 
the “other” needs to be destroyed, 
where only the leader has the 
truth and the “lying press” is 

“fake news” and where we need 
to go back to a simpler time – vi-
olently if necessary – because the 
nation has been corrupted by de-
generates and muddied by other 
races and sexual deviants. That 
ideology no longer occupies the 
White House, but time will tell 
if Republicans can cut the can-
cer out of their own party. If they 
can get back to agreeing on prob-
lems but differing on solutions, or 
whether they’ll continue to spin a 
mythology of “alternative facts.”

If not, history tells us the next 
few decades are going to be very 
dark indeed.  

Lloyd Rang |  lloyd@lloydrang.com

Lloyd works in communications and is a member of Rehoboth 
Christian Reformed Church in Bowmanville, Ont.

CARE FOR THE CARE ECONOMY 
Kathy Vandergrift |  kathyvandergrift@rogers.com

Kathy, a public policy analyst, brings experience in government, 
social justice work and a Master’s Degree in Public Ethics to her 
writing. She lives in Ottawa.

form more than 75 percent of the 
unpaid care work, but there is 
some evidence that gender roles 
also blurred during the pandemic. 
Care work is under-paid because 
it is under-valued. Now that we 
understand the essential value 
of care work, wage scales and 
benefit packages need to reflect 
that reality. The pandemic may 
also shift the old moral chestnut 
that care work should be volun-
teer because it is motivated by 
love instead of personal benefit. 
COVID-19 showed the many 
harmful impacts when loving 
care workers need to work two 
jobs to make ends meet.

INVISIBLE HEART OF 
OUR ECONOMY
It seems to me that Christians 
should be leading the charge for 
greater recognition and support 
of the care economy. Care for 
God’s creation and God’s created 
beings is the central call in Scrip-
tures. Jesus replaced the socially 

COVID-19 HAS ACHIEVED ONE POSITIVE CHANGE that four decades 
of advocacy failed to achieve. It has forced society to recognize that 
care work is essential and needs to be considered part of a well-func-
tioning economy. Care work can be broadly described as work, paid 
or unpaid, that helps others meet their basic needs. The pandemic also 
drilled home an awareness that work done by low-paid care workers 
may be more important than work done by high earners. It debunked 
the myth that salary scales reflect the value of the work performed.  
Will these learnings carry over into post-pandemic society?

The upcoming budget debate will show whether Canadians have 
learned any of these lessons. Will the plans to build back better in-
clude a recognition that caring for others – the care economy – needs 
support to play its vital role? Or will we revert back to neo-liberal 
economics that treat care work and social services as either a drain on 
the economy or extras that are nice-to-have but not affordable?  

RETIRE TIRED MYTHS
The pandemic blurred the lines between paid and unpaid care work, 
as work and school blended with household duties in time and space. 
The post-pandemic recovery offers a fresh start from some of the old, 
tired myths and debates about care work. Globally women occupy 
a much higher percentage of the low-paid care sector jobs and per-

stratified norms of his day with 
one central command to love 
your neighbor. 

Economist Nancy Folbre de-
scribed care work as The Invisible 
Heart of the economy in a book 
by that name. She argues that 
love and economic reciprocity are 
essential, compared to Adam’s 
Smith’s concept of the invisible 
hand of self-interested supply 
and demand as the defining force 
of economics. One might say that 
COVID was an economic heart 
attack and now the heart of our 
economy needs attention. Other 
voices, such as economist Bob 
Goudzwaard, have promoted al-
ternative economic policies that 
include recognition of care work. 
Those ideas have always lost out, 
also among Christians, to policies 
that treat production of goods and 
profits as priorities and care work 
as secondary or charity. 

The myth that we first need 
traditional “hard” economic 
growth, such as factories and 
roads, in order to afford “soft” 
care work has been exposed as 
faulty. Economists have now 

documented, for example, that 
investments in child care creates 
2.7 times the number of jobs as 
investments in construction. So-
cial infrastructure can contribute 
to economy recovery as much as 
the highly touted “shovels in the 
ground” infrastructure projects. 
Workers in the care economy also 
pay taxes. This is particularly rel-
evant now since more women 
lost jobs in the retail and service 
sectors, in what is being called 
the “she-cession.”  

Building back better will re-
quire greater burden-sharing of 
both unpaid care work and the 
costs of paid care work, such as 
providing a living wage for low-
paid care workers in elder care 
and child care. What could be 
more Christian than sharing the 
benefits and costs of living out 
the central command to all of us 
to take care of our neighbors? 
Putting economic policy back 
into its place to support a caring 
society instead of the caring soci-
ety serving the false god of eco-
nomic growth could be a lasting 
legacy of this pandemic. 
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FOR CHRISTMAS our daughter-
in-law, Willene, gave us a thou-
sand-piece jigsaw puzzle. It’s 
been the gift that keeps on giv-
ing. Right off the bat we were 
both excited. It’s a picture of a 
motorcycle, after all, parked in a 
shop, with lots of semi-organized 
shelves and typical man-cave 
stuff in the background. Cool! If 
you can’t go riding in the winter, 
you can still spend those blustery 
afternoons piecing together a 
motorbike, right?

Some of our friends quipped 
that they didn’t realize we were 
“that old.” I’ve never considered 
puzzling to be specifically a sen-
ior citizen’s activity. I think of it 
like fishing, for example – relax-
ing, peaceful and contemplative. 
It’s not about age. Some folks 

love it. Others fail to see the at-
traction. 

To be fair, I am the woman who 
gave up baking cookies because I 
haven’t the patience to linger by 
the oven for five minutes while 
they bake. (Walk away for a mo-
ment and you have black-bottom 
cookies.) So I probably wouldn’t 
have gone out and purchased a 
puzzle for myself, but somehow 
the idea of assembling all those 
tiny jagged pieces into some kind 
of order appealed. Cosmos from 
chaos.

We hauled an extra table into 
the dining room and dumped out 
the contents of the box. The sight 
of a thousand randomly scattered 
pieces was quite intimidating. 
And so the sorting began.

I’ve never been particularly 

PUZZLING TIMES

good at jigsaws, but Jack, with 
a mechanic’s mind, is adept at 
seeing the parts of a whole. We 
worked side by side the first 
couple of evenings and managed 
to get the outside edges done. 
Since then I’ve often found my-
self lurking by the table when I 
should have been doing other 
things, frittering away more than 
a few minutes at a time. Who 
knew this could be so addictive? 
Jack is hooked too. Sometimes 
he pulls up a chair and works on 
it for a half hour, other times he 
just leans against the fridge and 
stares at it until he finds some-
thing to put in place. At this rate 

we should be done in about six 
months. 

NO IDLE HOBBY
But it’s not a waste of time. There 
are valuable lessons to be learned 
here. (1) If you need a hammer 
to make it fit, it probably doesn’t 
belong there, even if it seemed 
perfect at first glance. (2) Some-
times the best thing to do is walk 
away. When you return, the right 
piece may just magically ap-
pear and you’ll wonder how you 
missed it. (3) The little details are 
there either to keep you sharp or 
drive you crazy. (Maybe both.) I 
don’t have to spell out how those 

lessons apply not only to jigsaw 
puzzles, but to life itself. This is 
no idle hobby – it’s philosophic-
ally enlightening!

These days the world is a puz-
zling place. The evening news is 
never good, peppered with words 
like “unprecedented” and “un-
certain.” Even the experts have 
a lot more questions than an-
swers. Everyday freedoms have 
been suspended. People cannot 
socialize, celebrate, grieve or 
worship as usual. We live life 
masked, sanitized and distanced. 
It feels as if we’re working on a 
complicated puzzle with no pic-
ture to guide us. Often the little 
pieces make no sense or it seems 
something is missing. But there 
is One who has the big picture in 
mind. And it’s glorious. We have 
his word on that. Guaranteed. We 
just have to show up, pay atten-
tion and work with what we have. 
Now and then things actually fall 
into place. Patience. Persever-
ance. Faith. There’s more than a 
puzzle taking shape here. It’s a 
character builder. 

Heidi VanderSlikke  |  hmvanderslikke@hotmail.com

Heidi lives in Mapleton Township, Ont. Her life and writing centre 
on faith, family and farm life.

AI MAPS PROTEINS

OUR BODIES HOLD A MYSTERY AT THE MOLECULAR LEVEL: how do 
the chains of amino acids that make up all our proteins fold into 3D 
shapes? When your body uses proteins, it does not read them from one 
end of the chain to another (like it does for DNA, or like we do when 
we read). Instead, the protein chain is folded up in a particular man-
ner to make a specific 3D shape that permits specific biological func-
tions. Take hemoglobin, for instance. This protein’s shape enables it to 
fold around oxygen and transport it throughout our body in our blood. 
Other proteins are found in cell membranes and can act as receptors for 
neurotransmitters. Receptors are often conceptualized as locks (pro-
teins) into which keys (neurotransmitters) fit. The neurotransmitter 
changes the shape of the receptor and, thus, the functioning of the cell. 
It is the 3D shape of the protein that is essential, not the actual amino 
acid sequence.

Some diseases like Alzheimer’s are thought to be caused by the 
buildup of misfolded proteins. In the current pandemic, the ability of 
researchers to describe the shape of the COVID-19 virus proteins led 
to our current vaccines.

AI HELPS OUT
Given the importance of proteins’ shapes for normal function and dis-
ease, learning their 3D shape from their amino acid sequence is crucial-
ly important. Computational biology has been working on this issue 
with limited success since the 1960s. Discovering the actual shapes of 
proteins is difficult and either requires crystals of the protein that can be 
studied using X-ray crystallography or, more recently, analysis using 
cryo-electron microscopy. Multiple Nobel Prizes have been awarded to 

individuals who have made con-
tributions to understanding pro-
tein shapes and how they function. 

In recent years, artificial intel-
ligence (AI) has been developed 
to solve this protein folding prob-
lem. Early attempts (circa 1980) 
worked poorly – they were built 
around a few cases and failed 
when applied to other proteins. 
In 1994 a competition was set 
up and run every two years to 
see if researchers could develop 
better programs. About 100 pro-
tein sequences with an unknown 
structure are released, and teams 
use computer programs to see if 
they can determine the 3D shape. 
Other groups work experimental-
ly to determine the proteins’ actual 
shape, and then the computer pro-
gram results are compared to the 
experimental results. A score of 0 
to 100 is assigned based on how 
well the computer programs do. In 
the first competition, the programs 
did reasonably well on easy pro-
teins but horribly with more dif-
ficult proteins, scoring below 20. 
By 2016 the best programs had 
a score of about 40 for the most 
challenging proteins. In 2018 
DeepMind developed a program 
called AlphaFold that won with a 
score of about 60 for the difficult 
proteins. 

Rudy Eikelboom  |  reikelboom@wlu.ca

Rudy, who at his age probably has many misfolded proteins, is 
a pastoral elder at Waterloo CRC and a professor in the Psychol-
ogy Department at Wilfrid Laurier University.

In this year’s competition, the current version of AlphaFold scored 
92.4, and for the most challenging proteins, 87. These scores are re-
markable (90 is considered equivalent to experimental results), and 
some scientists have declared the protein folding problem solved. The 
contest judges were so concerned that somehow this program could 
cheat that they presented it with an unusual problem, a protein one of 
the judges had been studying for 10 years but could not determine the 
shape of from X-ray evidence. AlphaFold suggested a structure that 
quickly made sense of the experimental data and finally solved this 
structural problem.

Being able to rapidly predict the shape of proteins means experiment-
al data can be more quickly understood, and it will now be possible to 
determine basic biological processes more clearly. We will also more 
clearly see where such processes go wrong in misfolded proteins, al-
lowing us to more quickly develop drugs that can interact effectively 
with the proteins and provide treatments for currently incurable dis-
eases. This computer programming advance can help us better under-
stand how wonderfully we are made, and how woefully we can go 
wrong in disease. 

Ly
di

a 
Ta

lle
nt

, U
ns

pl
as

h



@ChrCourier ChrCourier CHRISTIANCOURIER.CA      |     FEBRUARY 8, 2021       19

Columns

I HATE TO WAIT. We are in the 
season of Epiphany, but I am still 
waiting. We are waiting for vac-
cines, for returning to public wor-
ship, to offices, schools, social 
gatherings, and for good political 
developments, economic recov-
ery, economic justice, justice . . . 
We are waiting for God. 

Samuel Beckett mocked this 
waiting in Waiting for Godot. 
Some share his despair, but not 
most. Most hope. Yet we are 
waiting, as Dr. Suess expressed it 
in Oh, the Places You’ll Go, in “a 
most useless place. The Waiting 
Place” – waiting for the plane, 
the train, the rain, the snow or 
the yes or no. Is waiting futile or 
useless? John Milton celebrated 
waiting in Sonnet 19: “They also 
serve who only stand and wait.”

We played a song for our chil-
dren from The Music Machine. 
“Have patience, have patience. 
Don’t be in such a hurry. When 
you get impatient, you only start 
to worry.”

WAIT UPON THE LORD
A student asked me how to write 

the phrase “wait upon the Lord” 
in Hebrew. I was surprised the 
next week to see that Hebrew 
tattooed on his arm. What does it 
mean to wait upon the Lord, and 
how can we do it?

STOP. LOOK. LISTEN.
As a child, I remembered these 
words when I came to a street – 
Stop. Look. Listen. Waiting can 
force us to stop so we do not run 
into the traffic of life and feel run 
over. 

Waiting on the Lord means to 
stop all our running and schem-
ing. David faces the fears and 
frustrations of his life and con-
cludes, “Wait for the Lord; be 
strong and take heart and wait 
for the Lord” (Ps. 27:14). As he 
wrestles with the moral and eco-
nomic injustices in the world, he 
says, “Be still before the Lord and 
wait patiently for him” Ps. 37:7, 
cf. Prov. 20:22). Isaiah proclaims 
“For the Lord is a God of jus-
tice. Blessed are all who wait for 
him!” (Isa. 30:18, cf. 8:17). Wait-
ing forces us to stop our work and 
trust God’s.

WAITING
Tom Wolthuis  |  tomwolthuis@gmail.com

Tom is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church and the Di-
rector of Geneva Campus Ministry at the University of Iowa.

MANY OF US HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY CLASSICAL IDEALS when it 
comes to our ideas about landscapes and gardens. This can be shown 
in two ways. First, through ideas about reason, order, and even God. 
For people as far back as at least the 5th century B.C.E. – Plato’s 
time, roughly – the mind was considered the important part of life, and 
“matter,” the stuff of life, was at best something to be conformed to the 
image of the human mind which – supposedly – reflected the Divine 
in that it was orderly and rational. As far as I can tell, control was a big 
part of the classical movement. The human mind would control the 
natural world. Therefore geometry applied to gardening was an ideal. 

Secondly, the application of human reason to agriculture meant that 
machines were developed and agriculture became more efficient in 
bringing in harvests. There was less human labour on the farm, al-
though more in workshops and factories. 

Jethro Tull (the agriculturalist, not the flautist of the rock band) is 
sometimes credited or blamed for changing agriculture forever. Tull’s 
theories were new: he thought that fertilizers were unnecessary (es-
pecially too much nitre) and that the earth itself contained all that is 
necessary for plant growth. It needed but plowing, hoeing and cul-

EDENIC LANDSCAPES II 
Curt Gesch  |  cgesch63@gmail.com 

Curt is a retired teacher and semi-active farmer living in Quick, 
B.C.  Part I in this series was printed in CC’s January issue.

tivation to make particles finer 
and to increase crop yields. This 
last part of his theory has been 
widely discredited; we now try to 
reduce tillage to preserve soil ag-
gregates and avoid disturbing the 
micro-organisms and relation-
ships that exist in the soil around 
growing crop roots. Nevertheless, 
Tull’s seed drill made it possible 
to predict and control row crops 
so that rational methods of weed 
control could be used. In that 
sense, at least, he prepared the 
way for technical marvels such 
as the mouldboard plow (Deere), 

When we stop, we can look. In 
the struggle and pain of the Exile, 
the Book of Lamentations rings 
out, “Because of the LORD’s 
great love we are not consumed, 
for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness. I say to 

myself, ‘The LORD is my portion; 
therefore, I will wait for him.’ The 
LORD is good to those whose 
hope is in him, to the one who 
seeks him; it is good to wait quiet-
ly for the salvation of the LORD” 
(Lam. 3:22-26). 

The root meaning of “wait” is 

the McCormick reaper, and – ultimately – spray rig. Efficiency based 
upon improved mechanical science became the norm. 

CLASSICAL INFLUENCE
Machines tend to determine how you plant, what you plant, and – 
perhaps most significantly – the shape of the fields you farm: again, 
geometry rules. We don’t want too many corners, curves or scattered 
trees to go around, because that hinders the most efficient use of our 
machinery. This leads to beautiful aerial views of prairie fields, but 
also to the desire of farmers to drain swamps, “behead” little hillocks, 
and generally use mechanical force to force nature into human con-
venience. 

Since I purchased a rototiller I noticed how I prefer long, straight 
rows – fewer turnings-around – and that shapes my garden plans. In-
stead of working small “lands” in the garden which involved patches 
and curves, I am encouraged by my rototiller to make those conven-
ient long rows. Where there is an infertile spot in the garden I formerly 
would pile on the half-finished compost and let the mound of it sit a 
year “in place” and work around it. Not so much anymore. Therefore, 
while my garden looks more like a jungle than anything remotely clas-
sical in nature, it has been affected by the technical developments that 
proceeded from rationalism to scientific advancements to mechanical 
determinism. I’m not sure of this, but I think I see some evidence that 
some classical ideals are at work even in the organic gardening move-
ment with its emphasis on perfectly-spaced raised beds and paths. 
From the air, some of these “perfect” gardens look to me like one 
more attempt to force nature into a human, geometrical mold. 

to watch, to be awake with open 
eyes to see what is around you. 
Yes, there are threats and dangers, 
but there is also help and hope.

We wait, listening theologically 
and eschatologically. We listen 
to the story to see the picture of 
faith, hope, and love. James coun-
sels, “Be patient, then, brothers 
and sisters, until the Lord’s com-
ing. See how the farmer waits for 
the land to yield its valuable crop, 
patiently waiting for the autumn 
and spring rains. You too, be pa-
tient and stand firm, because the 
Lord’s coming is near” (James 
5:7-8). 

One of the Hebrew words for 
“wait” also means “hope.” The 
word relates to the tension of a 
pulled rope. Hope lives in ten-
sion, longing for relief. 

PRAYER 
Waiting is a time for prayer. 
Many of the passages on waiting 
upon the Lord are prayer songs. 

Prayerful waiting has value. I 
still hate to wait.

“I wait for the LORD, my whole 
being waits, and in his word I 
put my hope. I wait for the Lord 
more than watchmen wait for the 
morning, more than watchmen 
wait for the morning. Israel, put 
your hope in the LORD, for with 
the LORD is unfailing love and 
with him is full redemption” (Ps. 
130:5-7, NIV). 

Ca
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WHAT MIGHT DISCIPLESHIP FOR YOUNG ADULTS LOOK LIKE IN 2021? 
Different than some might think. I work as a resident leader for Act 
Five, a Christian gap year program associated with Redeemer Uni-
versity and based near downtown Hamilton, Ontario. We are halfway 
through our second cohort, and I’d like to share some glimpses of how 
God is at work among us.

Act Five’s mission is to invite young adults into eight months of 
transformative experiences between high school and whatever might be 
next for them. The goal of the program is to help shape their faith and 
character, grow their imagination for God’s kingdom, and guide them in 
discerning their next steps. 

Practically, this begins with living in a community centred on Jesus. 
We live together in a big house on Blake Street, alongside other staff 
and 16 students. We have regular rhythms of prayer, cooking and eating 
together, chores, house meetings, scripture-reading, service and cele-
brating. In a pandemic, these activities become even more integral, as 
we live and learn as one “household” or “bubble,” remaining physically 
distanced from those outside our home. 

Students also receive credits through Redeemer University by par-
ticipating in classes and completing assignments, listening to storytell-
ers (and story-telling themselves!), and engaging in work placements 
throughout the city. The fall and winter semesters are woven with ser-
vice opportunities, wilderness trips, retreats and some sort of “bigger” 
travel experience. Last year we spent a month in Zambia partnering 
with EduDeo ministries. Next term we plan to learn and serve on the 
West Coast here in Canada (subject to COVID restrictions).

SPACE & GROUNDING
There is much to be learned from mountaintop experiences and big 
trips; however, there’s also something formative about the high and low 
experiences of everyday life. These can shape us to become people of 
wholeness who can walk forward firmly and faithfully.

My experience with Act Five has been one of immense beauty. I’ve 
had the privilege of witnessing remarkable transformation in our stu-
dents – and in myself. At the end of Year One, two students wrote the 
following:

“For me, this program appealed to every ‘dreamer’ instinct in me 
while at the same time grounding me to life’s biggest realities. Act Five 
has opened innumerable doors but gave me the peace to close others. It 
gave me the space to think big and then begin to think of practical and 
realistic ways to go about making it actually happen instead of keeping 
it as a faraway dream.”

“I’ve learned that we each follow Christ in different ways, and can 
continue to do so in our respective paths of life, whether it be in Music, 
Art, an English major, or working on a farm.”

As a Redeemer University Alumnus, Act Five has also been the 
bedrock upon which my own post-university formation has occurred. 
Being a Resident Leader has been the perfect place to land; I’ve been 
discerning and growing right alongside our students. Further, I’ve been 
learning what it means to commit to a place, to love it deeply, and care 
about its history, and everything that lives in it (from the earthworms 
in my compost heap to the squirrels that run across the roof). Act Five 
has been a place for me to try my hand at all the things I learned in a 
classroom. I get to follow Jesus in my own fumbling way, and invite our 
students to come along.

When I think of Act Five, I think of our home on Blake Street, the 
people who live in it, and the people we have met. I remember dancing 
in Zambia and canoeing for 10 days in the wilderness. I think of cha-
otic meals around our big tables and of movie nights in the basement. 

ACT FIVE
Alyssa Schuurman  

Alyssa and her husband David are resident leaders for Act Five. To 
learn more, visit redeemer.ca/act-five 

I imagine our weekly “Evensong” 
where we sing, pray, and reflect 
on Jesus together. I picture our 
backyard – the vegetable garden 
and the hammock. When I think 
of Act Five, I imagine it as a train-
ing ground, a place of transform-
ation and of practice, because that 
is what it is. 

Act Five is a unique program, 
situated in a specific place. We 
teach our students that everything 
matters because everything be-
longs to God. God is truly doing 
something awesome here – in 
both staff and students alike, as 
we learn and creatively practice 
what it means to be faithful dis-
ciples of Christ in our context.

The realities of COVID-19 
have forced us to reimagine the 
ways we facilitate our program-
ming. It has meant we can’t have 
friends gather around the table 
with us. There have been losses, 
like how we had to send our first 
cohort of students home in March 
2020 seven weeks early, where 
they completed their final days of 
Act Five on zoom. But there have 
also been positive changes, such 
as getting to spend more time out-
side, on trails, and exploring the 
city in unexpected ways. Guest 
lecturers visit us outside, and we 
teach classes in our backyard. As 
the world continues to change, 
we are committed to being faith-
ful followers of Jesus in this 
changing context – on our street, 
in our neighbourhood, and in our 
home. 

Act Five participants and leaders in the fall of 2020 (above); winter activities (below).
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HEIDA, Evelyn (nee Datema)
October 22, 1941 – December 4, 2020

“The Lord is my light and my salvation”  Psalm 27:1a 
With this assurance in her heart, Evelyn 
passed into the arms of her Heavenly 
Father on Friday, December 4, 2020. 
She died at the age of 79 at home with 
her loving family by her side after a 
5 year battle with cancer. She is sur-
vived by her devoted husband, Peter, 
just weeks before their 56th wedding 
anniversary. She was a loving mother 
to Jennifer (Brad) of Bracebridge, John 
(Jenny) of Calgary and Freda of Mea-
ford. She was a cherished Oma to 11 
grandchildren and was predeceased by one sister.
Evelyn was born in Noordhorn, The Netherlands and trained to be 
a teacher. She immigrated to Canada in 1964 and married Peter lat-
er that year. She lived in Ingersoll, Woodstock and St. Catharines, 
raising their family as it grew and finally moved to Barrie in 2013. 
Over the years, she taught at Christian schools, and also went back 
to school, while in her 40’s, to get a BEd. After retiring in 2001, 
she and her husband loved to travel around North America in their 
Roadtrek and abroad. Evelyn was always active in her local church 
in various capacities; she particularly enjoyed leading women 
in CoffeeBreak. The Lord richly blessed her efforts to enrich the 
lives of many women. Her love for the Lord inspired all that she 
did throughout the years. In lieu of flowers, donations to Timothy 
Christian School (timothychristianschool.ca) in Barrie would be 
deeply appreciated.

VOOGD, Gerhard (Gerald) Gustav
Gerhard (Gerald) Gustav Voogd of 
Burnaby, B.C. died peacefully of 
natural causes on December 31, 2020 
at the age of 91. He died at home with 
family by his side.
Gerald was born on August 29, 1929 on 
the family farm in Wilsum, Germany. 
He immigrated to Canada in 1952 with 
his older brother Fred and they settled 
in Edmonton. Gerald moved to British 
Columbia in January 1956 and lived in 
the Vancouver area for the rest of his life.
He met the love of his life, Johanne (Joanne) Büter, on Christmas 
Eve 1957 on his first trip back to Germany to visit his family. They 
were engaged before Gerald returned to B.C. at the end of March 
1958. Joanne eventually followed him to Canada and they were 
married in Vancouver on June 26, 1959.
Gerald worked initially as a journeyman painter and then enjoyed 
a long and successful career as a real estate agent. The great loves 
of his life were his wife and family, his vegetable garden, raising 
rabbits, and going for long walks. He was passionate about Christian 
education and his faith was of utmost importance in his life. Gerald 
believed deeply that in life and in death he belonged to his faithful 
Saviour Jesus Christ.
Gerald is survived by wife of 61 years Joanne; children, Harvey 
(Marie), James, Bruce (Rebecca), Helen (Michael), Gordon (Julie); 
and grandchildren Sasha, Callula, Mattias, and Markus.
Gerald was predeceased by seven brothers, one sister, and two 
grandchildren, Sarah and Hannah. He is survived by his sister 
Gerda Peetsma, five sisters-in-law, one brother-in-law, and many 
nieces and nephews and their children in Canada, Germany, and 
the United States. The family is forever grateful for the support 
provided to Gerald by family members, neighbours, friends, the 
church community, health care professionals, and the kind and 
compassionate care of Dr. Bernie Toews, especially in the last year 
of his life.
A celebration of Gerald’s life will be held in the future.

Classifieds

OBITUARIES
JANSSENS, Margaret (nee VanderMeulen) 

“Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out 
everything on your own. Listen for God’s voice in everything you 
do, everywhere you go; He’s the one who will keep you on track.”   

Proverbs 3:5,6  (Message)
At the Chatham-Kent Health Alliance 
on Saturday January 2nd, 2021, Mar-
garet Janssens of Chatham went to be 
with her Lord and Saviour in her 84th 
year. Cherished daughter of the late 
Dirk and Trijntje VanderMeulen. Be-
loved wife of Jake for over 63 years. 
Loving mother of Ken and his wife Sue 
of Chatham, Jeff and his wife Michelle 
of Calgary, John and his wife Linda of 
Barrie, and Sharon McNamara and her 
husband Patrick of Chatham. Oma will 
be fondly remembered by her grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren. She will also be missed by her nieces and nephews, many 
cousins, and by her friends and neighbours who were as family to 
her. Predeceased by her son Ronnie, her brother Donald Vander-
Meulen and her brother-in-law John Janssens.
Margaret was born in Dronrijp, Friesland, The Netherlands and im-
migrated to Canada with her parents and brother when she was 12 
years old. She and Jake met in Sarnia,  married in Woodstock, lived 
in Wyoming and settled in Chatham two years later.
Margaret was very active in her church where she, Jake and their 
children were chartered members. She was a volunteer at Outreach 
for Hunger, with Prison Ministries of Chatham and spent many years 
delivering Meals on Wheels up until the week she passed away.  She 
loved and cared for all of the people in her life so well.
A family service for Margaret was streamed live from the funer-
al home on Wednesday January 6th, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. with Pas-
tor Mike Borgert of Grace Christian Reformed Church officiating 
and Jack Vyn playing the organ. A link for service was posted on 
Margaret’s funeral announcement on the funeral home website. Ar-
rangements entrusted to the Alexander & Houle Funeral Home, 245 
Wellington West, Chatham, 519-352-2710. Interment Maple Leaf 
Cemetery, Chatham. Friends planning an expression of remem-
brance are asked to consider World Vision. Online condolences may 
be left at www.alexanderfuneralhome.ca

Holiday accommodation in Holland  with vehicle rentals 
and tours. Website: chestnutlane.nl

VACATIONS

ANNIVERSARIES
REINDERS, Alice and Hank

February 18
Koekange, 1951      Drayton, 2021

Congratulations mom and dad, opa and oma. 
The children, grandchildren and greatgrand-
children thank God for the 70 years of their 
love and faithfulness. 
Address: 7-81 Wood St Drayton ON N0G1P0
Email: hankreinders26@gmail.com

VANDERSLIKKE, John and Maria

Congratulations to John & Maria VanderSlik-
ke on their 70th wedding anniversary, Febru-
ary 14, 2021.

Do not fear ... for it is the LORD your God 
who goes with you. He will not leave you or 

forsake you. Deuteronomy 31: 6

With love from the family:
Nelly & Charlie Tempest
     Chris & Tammy Martin
        Nathan & Carter
      Rob Martin
         Mark & Owen
Jack & Heidi VanderSlikke
       James & Willene VanderSlikke
          Daniel, Cassandra, Eden
       Stephanie & Aaron Smith
          Abigail, Hanna, Chloe
       Jessica & Graham Johnston
          Romario, Emmett
Correspondence may be sent to P.O.Box 
792, Harriston, ON. N0G 1Z0
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IN THE MIDST OF THAT CHAOS, 
they flew a flag. Jesus Saves. I 
felt ill to see it. How could that 
mob – those violent thugs – dare 
hold high his name? 

When Trump supporters 
stormed the Capitol building in 
Washington D.C., attempting a 
coup at the beginning of Janu-
ary, their Christian nationalism 
was flagrantly displayed along 
with their racism and violence. 
Crosses and scripture references 
sat beside calls for murder and 
destruction. The rioters chanted 
“Trump is President – Christ is 
King” and spoke of their con-
viction that this violence was a 
calling from God to thwart wide-
scale corruption. What is our 
witness in the face of these lies 
and these symbols? 

After many terror attacks 
around the world, Muslim lead-
ers have been asked for state-
ments renouncing violence done 
by those who claim the same 
faith. By and large, the Church 
hasn’t been pressured like this, 
which speaks of societal inequal-
ity, privilege and racism, but our 
Christian response can’t be si-
lence. So what can we say? 

I feel the echoes of Bruce 
Cockburn’s song Red Brother, 
Red Sister: “It left me crying just 
thinking about it / How they used 
my saviour’s name to keep you 
down.”

I hear the faith of Henri Nou-
wen’s words: “I am beginning to 
see that much of prayer is griev-
ing.” 

I am torn by grief in a world 
where symbols of faith are mis-

News

HIS FLAG HELD HIGH 

VIRTUALLY EVERY DAY when I 
was a boy, we heard a snippet 
of John F. Kennedy’s inaugural 
address in Peace Corps adver-
tisements: “Ask not what your 
country can do for you – ask what 
you can do for your country.” It 
summed up an ethos that sounds 
almost quaint today when confi-
dence in political institutions has 
declined and patriotism sounds 
like a pretext for mere self-in-
terested power. The idealism of 
the early 1960s, which Kenne-
dy sought to encourage, quickly 
gave way to urban racial unrest 
and a costly, unwinnable war in 
Vietnam later in that turbulent 
decade.

The 46th U.S. president, Jo-
seph Robinette Biden, comes to 
the White House during another 
time of unrest in America. The 
past 12 months have seen one 
more series of race riots, nearly 
a full year of quarantine, and a 
failed attempt to seize the Capi-
tol by a mob that Donald Trump 
himself had encouraged. The 
18th-century architects of the 
Constitution anticipated opposi-
tion between the executive and 
legislative branches, but nothing 
like what we saw last month.

BRIDGING DIVISION
While Trump is now gone from 
the White House, he still com-
mands the loyalty of a huge por-
tion of the electorate who believe 
his unsubstantiated claim that the 
election was stolen. Biden thus 
comes to office facing an obsta-
cle that few if any of his prede-
cessors had to confront. In his in-
augural address, he emphasized 
his desire to bring Americans 
together across the seemingly 
intractable divisions in the body 
politic: “I will be a president for 
all Americans . . .. And I promise 
you I will fight as hard for those 
who did not support me as for 
those who did.” A grand way to 
start off.

As the second Roman Catholic 
president, who had attended mass 
earlier in the day, he even cited 
St. Augustine’s City of God that a 
nation is defined by shared loves. 
And while he missed the great 
church father’s point that the love 
of God must come before any 

other loves, Biden nevertheless 
pointed to what he understands to 
be the best virtues around which 
to unite, especially the truth.

I’ve often said that an American 
president must function as both 
king and prime minister, and that 
few have played each role equal-
ly well. I believe that Biden’s ad-
dress was a suitably regal speech, 
laudably attempting to unite a di-
vided nation – something that his 
immediate predecessor seemed 
altogether incapable of doing. 
But what sort of prime minister 
will he make? Presidential prom-
ises to bridge divisions too often 
falter over the reality of divisive 
policies pursued in the Oval Of-
fice and in Congress. And these 
will inevitably hamper his efforts 
towards unity.

Historically Biden has been a 
moderate Democrat, shunning 
the more radical elements in his 
own party. But over the decades 
he has also shown himself to 
be flexible, or, to put the mat-
ter more negatively, irresolute, 
changing his convictions as the 
times and his party appear to de-
mand. This makes Biden’s actual 
discharge of his duties somewhat 
difficult to predict. Will he ex-
pand and harden the Democrats’ 
non-discrimination regime, even 
at the expense of religious liber-
ty? Or will he refrain from undu-
ly interfering in the institutions 
of civil society and the standards 
they maintain as part of their core 
identities? How he approaches 
this will determine whether he 
is genuinely capable of reaching 
out to his political opponents.

Even Kennedy, for all his in-
spiring rhetoric of service to his 
country, saw his popularity slide 
during 1963 – something that 
Americans quickly forgot after his 
untimely death. Because Biden is 
burdened with an electorate more 
divided than that which Kennedy 
faced in 1961, his job becomes 
that much more difficult. We shall 
see whether Biden is equal to the 
challenge. 

BIDEN’S BURDEN
Katie Munnik  

used. But I also know that in 
these moments, our grief needs 
to be articulated and shared. Not 
because the world needs to hear 
from us, but because we need to 
talk to each other. As the far-flung 
Church, we need to lean together 
and find the words to process the 
grief and fear we experience for 
our neighbours and the world. 
We need to lament together.

HOLY CHANGE
Of course, it isn’t enough to raise 
these thoughts here in Christian 
Courier, but if not here, then 
where? This publication is a 
place where we can meet, even 
in these shut-away days of a 
pandemic winter. We can share, 
pray, grieve and hope together. 
Like the far-flung epistolic com-
munities of the earliest church, 
we, too, can support each other 
through shared words of lament 
and encouragement.

After January 6, I looked to 
Christian writers for their re-

sponse. 
“The church might look dif-

ferent after this,” Christiana Pe-
terson, author of Awakened by 
Death, said, “and that might be a 
really good thing; that those of us 
who follow Jesus are actually fol-
lowing the God who gave up in-
finite power to love us and teach 
us to love each other.” 

Shane Claiborne, author and 
activist, challenged believers: 
“‘Christian’ means ‘Christ-like.’ 
If it doesn’t look like Jesus, and 
it doesn’t sound like Jesus, let’s 
not call it Christianity. It might 
just be white supremacy trying to 
camouflage itself.”

Such prophetic voices offer 
company and active comfort 
on strained days. On the wid-
er stage, the World Council of 
Churches interim general sec-
retary Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca 
wrote an open letter to the mem-
ber churches in the United States. 
His words are filled with faithful 
grief and also reassurances that, 
in the hard ministries ahead, the 
larger Church can offer accom-
paniment, support, wisdom and 
prayer. 

“We are reminded in Proverbs 
12:20 that ‘Deceit is in the mind 
of those who plan evil, but those 
who counsel peace have joy.’ 
May your church and country 
find the peace and joy assured to 
us in the scriptures. And we pray 
that God will lead us all together 
and be our guide on the path of 
understanding and compassion, 
towards justice and peace.”

A prayer for all of us in these 
times and all times. 

David T. Koyzis

David is a Global Scholar 
with Global Scholars 
Canada. 

David T. Koyzis

Katie Munnik

Katie is an Ottawa writer 
living in Cardiff with her 
spouse and three growing 
children. 


