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‘APOCALYPSE AGAIN?’
Helping Canadians make sense of the U.S. election.
Clarke Scheibe
APOCALYPTIC LANGUAGE IS BEING used to describe the upcoming

U.S. presidential election. Democratic candidate Biden declares himself “an ally to the Light” to end the “Season of Darkness,” while
Republican President Trump says Biden will demolish America’s
cherished and sacred destiny if elected. The issues facing the U.S. are
tremendous. There is COVID, racial tensions, election integrity and
the role of policing to discuss. And of course, as always, taxes. Yet it
seems that tensions are at an all-time high. How might we understand
this historical moment?
As a pastor and a dual citizen – I’m an American who has lived in
Canada for 20 years – I am asked these questions continually: How
would you vote? What do you see going on? Is it as bad as they say?
Do you despair?

GRACE BEFORE EVERYTHING

THE NATIONAL RELIGION
Canadians should remember that Americans have always been idealistic. The U.S. began by throwing off an oppressive monarchy in
order to be a free and just nation. Their revolutionary spirit has always been a mixture of religious impulse and the political means to
achieve it. This rhetoric is rife in American politics and emerges most
clearly with each election cycle. It is certainly not new. How different
from the reserved demeanor of my fellow Canadians, able to shrug
off scandals out of Ottawa. How different from the muted religious
voice. I remember a paparazzi-like photo in a national newspaper of
former Prime Minister Stephen Harper entering a church. The subtext
Continued on page 3

Tracing the Holy Spirit’s calligraphy on 75 years of CC. |

Cathy Smith

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS OF CHRISTIAN COURIER (AND PREDECESSORS)
is an astonishingly unlikely achievement. The little engine that could.
A survivor. I’m more than a little proud of having been a small part of
its history, more than a little proud that my words – as an elementary
student, a high school student, a young teacher, a retired teacher, a
features editor, columnist and reviewer – have appeared on its pages.
My own faith story is inscribed in those words. If it wasn’t so clearly
a herculean task, I’d count all the CC articles I’ve saved, models and
examples, hundreds of clippings that challenged and matured my spiritual thinking. I praise God for CC, for past and present editors, board
and staff members, donors, advertisers and, of course, all those writers
who contributed their gifts and still do. But, as theologian Andrew
Purves noted, “Our ministry does not make Jesus present; it is Christ’s
presence that makes our ministry possible.”

CC’s ministry is a ministry of
words. Author and pastor John
Suk signed my copy of his book
with this encouragement: “Dear
Cathy, keep writing. There is
power in words, as in the Word.”
He’s right. Consider these words
that never fail to thrill, their timeless rhythmic cadence pronouncing Christ’s supremacy: “In the
beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.” Grace before
everything. That Word spoke creContinued on page 2
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GRACE CONTINUED
ation into being, donned human
flesh, assumed a mortal Life to
save lives. That Word radiated
a brilliance to sweep away all
darkness before it. Like John the
Baptist, CC writers and readers
testify to Christ’s presence, bear
witness, cry in the wilderness.
By means of words, sentences
and paragraphs, we declare, “We
have seen his glory, the glory of
the one and only Son, who came
from the Father, full of grace and
truth.”

Christian organizations, Sunday
observance and movie attendance, the place of women in the
church and the current focus on
social justice issues. In A Feast
of Families Virginia Stem Owens
muses, “Perhaps every generation
faces the obligation to renew its
vows to the Lord.” CC was and
is a place for exercising that obligation, a communal space for
“testing the spirits.”
GRACE IN EVERY DIRECTION
Contemporary readers might be
tempted to dismiss the concerns

You say grace before meals.
All right.
But I say grace before the play and the opera,
and grace before the concert and pantomime,
and grace before I open a book,
and grace before sketching, painting,
swimming, fencing, boxing, watching, playing, dancing;
and grace before I dip the pen in ink.
– G.K. Chesterton
Roughly three generations
have inhabited CC’s pages, exhorting one another, seeking a
faithful intersection of Christian
testimony and cultural engagement. Each decade birthed new
emphases – the struggles of immigrants acclimating to Canadian culture, sharp theological
conflicts, the theory and praxis
of Christian schools and other

of previous generations as paltry,
insular or exclusive. But I won’t.
And I hope you don’t. We’re all
flawed witnesses of the Word,
hampered by our innate sinfulness and bounded by our own
enculturation. Who knows what
critical matters we’re overlooking, avoiding or neglecting as
we confront our present circumstances? Who knows what future

generations might identify as our
misguided preoccupations? I’m
hoping for grace when you read
my words. So I’m obligated to
look for grace in what’s gone before, grace in the here and now
and grace ahead. I’m choosing
to trace the Holy Spirit’s calligraphy superimposed on all the
pages of CC’s newsprint. Frederick Buechner’s wise words about
religious observances apply: “It
is life that is going on. It is always going on, and it is always
precious. It is God that is going
on. It is you who are there that is
going on.”
N.T. Wright has said that the
resurrection is “the decisive event
demonstrating that God’s kingdom really has been launched
on earth as it is in heaven.” For
75 years Christian Courier has
highlighted the gospel truth of
that “kingdom on earth,” the already and not yet reign of Jesus
Christ. Clinging to our Easter
hope, Christian Courier readers and writers, witness-bearers
all, can pray confidently with author Gary Schmidt (Acceptable
Words: Prayers for the Writer),
“Lord, let the words serve.”
Cathy Smith
Cathy is a retired Christian schoolteacher living
in Wyoming, Ont.
Page 1 art by Maaike
VanderMeer.
Columnists Rudy Eikelboom, Brian Bork and David Koyzis

What used to make the news?

Freehand scissor cutting art (left) by 101 year old subscriber Lini Grol (pictured above with Bert Witvoet in
2015).
With stories about immigrant life, this was CC’s most
popular column in the 70s and 80s.

DIGITIZATION PROCESS UNDERWAY FOR CC ARCHIVES
THREE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
host a set of Christian Courier
archives – 3317 issues to date!
– King’s, Redeemer and Calvin.
These are accessible to the public
in hard-copy format.
We are delighted to announce
that Redeemer recently began a
2
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project to digitize the entire collection, a pain-staking process
that involves scanning each issue
page by page. They are working
with archivists at King’s and Calvin to replace missing or damaged
issues. Eventually, this collection
of digital back issues will be free-
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ly accessible online, an incredibly
valuable resource for historians
and many others!
If you have back issues to donate, please contact library@
redeemer.ca to find out what is
needed.

Headlines from our history
“Ons eigen orgaan” – “Our own media venue” (1949)
“Het wonder van de Messias” – “The miracle of the Messiah” (1953)
“Het lied van ‘Damme’” – “Songs of the homeland” (1960)
“The battle for Sunday rages on in B.C.,” John Van Hemert (1970)
“I love organ music, but . . .,” Adrian Peetoom (1988)
“Separated and divorced people need our support, too,” Bert
Witvoet (1989)
“Opening church offices to women: The anatomy of a decision,”
Marian Van Til (1990)
“This world is not my home: Christian hymns and the Rapture,”
Nick Overduin (1991)
“Today’s conservatives are yesterday’s liberals,” Harry der Nederlanden (1995)
“Living out the faith in poetry,” Calvin Seerveld
“The fury within: A woman discusses her previous eating disorder,” MaRisa Stevens (1997)
“Why aren’t our nostrils on top of our noses and other questions
we never ask God,” Ron de Boer (2004)
“The ripple effect: Tim Bosma and the gift of community,” Krista
Dam-VadeKuyt (2016)
“The Hillsong worship industry,” Peter Schuurman (2018)

News

U.S. ELECTION CONTINUED
1940s

1950s

1960s

1970s

was How dare he?! In the U.S., the President cannot get elected if he
does not mention God and God’s role in making America distinct and
destined. As far apart as Biden’s and Trump’s political visions are,
they agree on this: America has a sacred mission to be a light to the
nations. “America is the torch that enlightens the world,” says one.
“To be a light to the world once again,” says the other. Can you tell me
which phrase belongs to whom?
“This is the worst moment in the history of America!” a young Canadian recently said. To which I replied, “What of the Civil War?
What about the assassinations of JFK, Robert Kennedy, Martin Luther
King Jr.; the social unrest over Civil Rights and Vietnam; Watergate,
and more?”

1980s

1990s

SOMETHING NOVEL
But I must agree that something is different this time around. While
this revolutionary spirit is not new, and while this historical moment
does have multiple crises, I do see something novel – the coronavirus. Though COVID is not the problem. Rather, the pandemic has
exposed all the problems that lived underneath all along, just as it has
done for many personally. It has revealed a spiritual unrest and an
ideological turn in society.

2000s

2010s

Nations rise and fall and rise.
The pandemic did not only expose this spiritual fragility; the pandemic itself is a metaphor for the reduced confines of the spiritual imagination. People have felt closed in upon – not so much in their homes

2015s

SEEING PAST THE
POLITICAL SAVIORS

2020s

@ChrCourier

as in life in general. Charles Taylor, the internationally respected
Canadian philosopher, calls this
living in “the immanent frame.”
It is this sense that while one has
eternity set in the heart, the world
is closed off to the possibility of
God existing, speaking or intervening. In short, we feel haunted
existentially. Bible-sized aspirations with an increasing sense
that there is nothing beyond the
here-and-now. That is at the heart
of many Americans.
Then the pandemic hit. This
has only heightened political and
news discourse to apocalyptic
fervor, and I believe this leaves
people vulnerable to extreme
ideologies, from the Left and
the Right. Many of my fellow
Americans do not turn outward,
toward God or his word, besides
in name; they turn within to their
own resilience in their “belief in
the country.” As a result, people
hope in a political party to bring
about those biblical promises of
freedom, justice and truth. Can a
political party really end racism
or rescue religion?

This coming election won’t actually achieve restoration on earth,
not even if your preferred political candidate wins. And if he loses, there won’t be an apocalypse,
either, or an end to all democracy
and freedom.
This fervor has flowed over
into our news feeds, and the
pandemic has had its impact on
Canadians as well. We too feel a
deeper sense of tension, just as
we have felt that same closed-inness. What shall we say of this,
ChrCourier

particularly as Christians in Canadian and American society, in
our own homes, to our own families and our friends?
My encouragement is not to
put our hope in princes who
cannot save. Their plans do not
outlast the Maker of heaven and
earth. So, instead, as we seek the
welfare of society around us, let
us pray for God’s kingdom come,
for his will to be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Otherwise
where have we placed our hope?
Or our fears?
I have also encouraged people
to take the long view of history.
We see that this revolutionary
unrest emerges time and again in
the U.S., and that from an even
longer lens, nations rise and fall
and rise. It is only the kingdom
that is established not by human
hands that will last forever and
ever. It is the one established by
the slain Lamb.
In saying this, I do not believe
we should abdicate our political
responsibilities. That to me is
burying one’s head in the sand,
or worse, losing one’s self in the
holy huddle. That can encourage
a sanctified indifference. Rather,
God has called us to be a light to
the nations in the flow of history.
Perhaps, as an American, I share
in their zeal for biblical promises. What differentiates me is that
I’ve taken on some of that good
ole Canadian sensibility, to keep
calm and carry the cross on.
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Clarke Scheibe
Since 2008, Clarke has
been the director of L’Abri
Fellowship Canada located near Victoria, B.C. You
can find more at canadianlabri.org.
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Editorials

WINGS OF GRACE
Angela Reitsma Bick | Editor
Angela is Editor of Christian Courier and member of Hope Fellowship in Courtice, Ont.

MY FRIEND’S SON CAME HOME FROM HIS FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL,
saying “Mom, now we have to guess our spelling words; the teacher
doesn’t say them anymore.”
“That can’t be right!” she replied, asking more questions until she
understood his confusion. His class has been merged with another
grade for the first time, and while the teacher was giving the older
grade their spelling test, this boy thought he had to guess his own
words and then spell them correctly.
Welcome to Fall 2020 in the COVID-19 era. Rules and regulations
for how to stay safe keep changing, and while most of the guidelines make sense, they’re mind-bogglingly complicated and not always consistent. No wonder kids are getting confused! I’m an adult,
with skills and experiences to interpret these changes, and it’s still

FLIGHT PATTERNS
Meghan Kort | Assistant Editor
Meagan is Assistant Editor of Christian Courier. She lives in Terrace
B.C. with her husband and son.

NOT ALL WORDS HAVE WINGS. Some are just box printed, quick texted and rarely get lift off. So as we sit perched on Christian Courier’s
75th anniversary, we are left to wonder: what boundless grace has
granted us the privilege to write, print, share, preach, laugh and walk
together all of these years? May we pause a moment to honour and
celebrate our long and faithful flight!
In our fledgling days, we were deeply migratory. Our print was in
Dutch and each line served as a vital link of social and spiritual connection to the habitat we once knew. Our writers were interpreters
of our shared new place, and like those of one feather, we flocked
together. Yet, even in those earliest more insular days, you could find
transcribed on our DNA a passion for justice and a hunger for all
4
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hard! And sometimes the rules
feel downright impossible, like
guessing which words will be
on the spelling test this week. As
someone quipped online, “It’s
expecting a lot to think we’d be
managing this really well.”

ONGOING RENO
I like to think that those three
perspectives of past, present and

future exist in Christian Courier too, and not only because of
COVID. This month CC is celebrating 75 years of publication.
How have we been able to keep
going, when so many other publications have shut down? By
God’s grace, with a bare-bones
budget, and through your faithful
support as subscribers – to give
just a few key reasons!
Our format gives another clue:
as a print newspaper with a lively
online presence, CC blends old
and new methods of communication. We hope that our content inspires readers to join God
in the renewal of his creation,
and we’ve also been busy, since
1945, with our own ongoing
renovations – changing our language, name, design, writers,
focus – always building on the
past, not burning it all down.
Trying to take the best of the Reformed heritage and passing it on
to the next generation.
“The church and the Christian
community must constantly reform itself,” editor Bert Witvoet
once wrote. “There is nothing
wrong with that. We live in a dynamic time frame between the ascension and the return of Christ.
We cannot be forever militant;
we cannot be forever building.
Sometimes a community has to
learn to be vulnerable and weak
again so that God can continue to
be its strength.”
Even though those lines are
from an editorial written 30 years
ago, could Bert be describing a
lesson we need to learn now, during this pandemic?

things to be renewed.
Of course, there were seasons
and storms that left us worse
for the weather. But ignited by
vision, these pages persisted.
We learned how to lean into the
winds of change. Our flight patterns adapted. We crossed prairie and peak to gather more diverse voices. We took a look at
our traditions, examining each
before tossing, trading or transforming. In more ways than one,
we added more colour.
These are no longer the jet
stream days of print publishing.
Declining subscriptions have left
many papers with clipped wings
or roosted readers. Yet by grace
alone our mandate continues.
Your eagerness to read, wonder,

share and repeat gives each new
issue its wings. Whether a writer ruffles your feathers or makes
your heart soar, your persistent
partnership is proof that the
world isn’t as simple as a crow’s
flight. We’re navigating together
with the Creator for our compass.
From time to time, we recalibrate, reinvent, reimagine and
retrain our wingspan. This is one
of those seasons. So as we learn
to land on new platforms, sing
new songs with familiar tunes
and keep our eagle eye on the
author and perfector of us all,
one thing is certain: hope-filled,
grace-driven, redemptive news
refuses to stay ground bound.
Together we will continue to soar
into our next 75 years.

THREE TYPES OF PEOPLE
How are you doing, CC reader? Can you visit family? Do
you check the headlines every
morning or need a break from
the news? Are you able to go to
church? Do you follow the arrows on the floor of the grocery
store? (I apparently can’t).
We’re all handling the ongoing
reality of COVID-19 in different
ways. Some people feel stuck,
remembering the things we
can’t do anymore. Some of us
are trying to assert control over
the current circumstances, while
others are focused on the future
– what’s next? How can we get
past this? These are all good
questions; there’s no “correct”
approach here. It feels like the
only way through this is going to
be with bucketloads of grace and
by listening to one another.
Those people focused on the
past? We need them so we can
learn from our mistakes. When
things are changing so quickly,
figuring out what we can control,
or how we can adapt, is helpful.
And facing an uncertain future
means those visionaries are more
important than ever.
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Letters
MEA CULPA
In response to James Dekker’s article “A Lament, Plea and Hope”
(CC, Sept. 14), allow me to observe that the process of restoring relationships among people does not begin with the leaders of our institutions signing declarations; that’s where it should end. The work
still has to be done by all of us with repentance and forgiveness; that’s
where it should begin – with our repentant hearts.
In response to Shiao Chong’s editorial in a recent issue of The Banner (July 10, referenced in Jim’s article), I can only say, mea culpa. I
too have wittingly or unwittingly participated in racism, in thought,
word or deed, or all three. As the past demonstrates, as human beings
we often can’t even get along with our own “kind,” whatever that may
be. That’s not said as an excuse, only to say how fallen we are, how
far we have to go when it comes to tolerating differences among us.
Name withheld
SAVOURING CC
Friday I got my Christian Courier in the mail. It’s always a thrill for
me. It’s something good to read and stimulates my grey matter. The
trick is to not try and read it all in one sitting, but savour it. So I try to
spread it out over a week.
Nelly Visser
Virgil, ON
CARRYING ON A THOUGHTFUL LEGACY
I am prompted to write this letter after reading the excellent article by
Roland De Vries (“Two Montreal Statues,” Sept. 14) on the significance of statues in our culture, particularly as they relate to changing
cultural values. I was particularly interested in this article after preparing a set of online lessons for my ESL students on Orange Shirt
Day (Sept 30), a time when I share the sad chapter of our treatment
of Indigenous peoples with students from all over the world. If we
could conduct “real time” classes, they would tell us of statues in their
own countries. One Iraqi student had actually seen Saddam Hussein’s
statue being toppled.
Christian Courier (& Calvinist Contact) has been a companion of
sorts all my life. As a student at Hamilton District Christian High in
the 60’s, I knew the Farenhorst family (Dick Farenhorst was Editor
at the time). When I was job hunting after graduating from Trinity
Christian College in Chicago (’71), it was to CC that I turned to look
for teaching job openings (and landed one at Fraser Valley Christian Highschool in Surrey, B.C.). Canadian students could not afford
subscriptions, but the library always had copies. When we moved to
Edmonton, Alberta, I worked as Director of Development for the Edmonton Christian Schools. CC reprinted many of the press releases I
prepared for local papers when the Schools were committed to broaden their reach to a larger community.
And now here it is 2020, and I read Roland De Vries’ article and
thought, this is a periodical that dares to ask hard questions, to tackle
issues that are controversial, and to do so with respect – and with
some Western Canadian voices.

@ChrCourier
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I marvel that you can regularly
put together issues with such substantive and thought- provoking
articles. At a time when social
media does quick reactive stuff, it
is so encouraging to read articles
that make us think and reflect –
and maybe respond by acting in
ways to the call for justice, and
care of creation. What a wonderful tribute to those who for 75
years built journalistic trenches.
We are privileged to be the recipients of their hard work.
May God continue to bless
your wonderful efforts.
Louisa Bruinsma
Edmonton, AB

68 YEARS OF READING CC
My parents and our family immigrated to Canada in 1951. A year
or so later my parents subscribed
to CC. As a young man I used to
read my parents’ copy.
I was married in 1959. In the
winter/spring of 1960, I wrote a
series of articles (in Dutch) about
the Canadian banking system,
which was published in CC. I
was paid two cents per line and I
used my author’s payment to get
my own subscription. And I have
been a subscriber ever since. In
the years since 1960 a very few
more of my articles have been
published. More recently some of
my photographs have been used
to illustrate articles.
There have been a number of
changes in the format of CC. Early on it was mostly in Dutch and
was published weekly. I remember when the changeover to all
English took place. And now we
are moving to a monthly.
There has also been a change
in the tenor of the articles. The
reading level and the content of
the articles was geared to a readership that was less academic.
Nowadays the articles are geared

to a more educated and philosophical reader. Fortunately I have been
able to keep up. When CC arrives in my mailbox, I sit down with it
right away. I begin with some of the regular columnists. But I keep
current by reading about developments in the community.
Keep up the good work.
John Hofstee
Guelph, ON

A FRAGILE THESIS
In her book White Fragility, reviewed by Jessica Banninga (CC, July
13), Robin DiAngelo presents her idea that all white people are racist
and incapable of healing themselves – unless they hire her, at a fee, to
cure them. One would expect that such an absolute statement would
be supported with empirical evidence gleaned from accredited social
research science, but it is not. Instead, DiAngelo argues her points
using broad generalizations, stories, speculation and lots of self-projection – all presented as being factual.
Rooted in Scripture, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr pleaded that people
be judged on things over which they have control – character, education, achievements – and not on things over which they have no
control – race, sex, nationality. DiAngelo disagrees, and instead she
preaches that we must judge people on things over which we have no
control – like race and sex. White Fragility brings nothing constructive to the discussion on racism, and, in fact, sets it back to the 1950s.
Charles Ferkranus
North York, ON
CC FOR NEWLYWEDS
I believe that I have been a subscriber since 1975 when a subscription
was given my first wife and I for a wedding present (an old, but good,
custom)! She has since then gone to glory, but my second wife and I (13
years and counting) continue to enjoy CC. As a subscriber for 45 years
I guess that makes me an old-timer!
Rev. Rudy W. Ouwehand
Abbotsford, B.C.

CONGRATULATIONS

We are delighted to share the news that one of CC’s graphic designers, Naomi Francois, had a healthy baby boy named Auren
David on August 14! Congratulations to Naomi and her husband David, as well as big brothers Des and Theon, who are
absolutely smitten with baby Auren. Thanks be to God for the
gift of new life.

CORRECTION
In our September 14 issue, an article by Jim Dekker accidentally
omitted the accents in this author’s last name: Jeremiah Damir
Bašurič. Our apologies to Jeremiah!
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CRC Ministries within Canada

HELPING CHILDREN IN
YOUR MINISTRY EXPRESS
GRATITUDE
Mimi Larson |

Faith Formation Ministries

BECAUSE CHILDREN ARE growing
up in a consumer-driven world,
it’s easy to fall into the habit of
being me-centered. How can we
intentionally nurture gratitude in
their hearts so that they turn their
eyes toward others too? How can
we engage the faith practice of
gratitude within our ministry with
children?
Here are just a few ideas that
can be easily incorporated into
your ministry plans or classroom
routines to help children learn to
express gratitude.

together to share what they’re
grateful for and thank God for
all he has done for us. If there is
space, each classroom could have
its own Wall of Gratitude bulletin
board. If you want to incorporate
this idea into a worship service,
create a Wall of Gratitude at the
entry of the sanctuary. Or during
a children’s sermon, ask children
to gather around a poster-board
where you write all the things they
are grateful for. Then make sure to
include these thanksgivings in the
prayers of the people!

CREATE A ‘WALL OF
GRATITUDE’ IN YOUR
MINISTRY AREA

NAME OUR THANKS
Each Thanksgiving, my family
goes around the table and shares
what they are grateful for. Why
not try this in your children’s ministry classes? These expressions of
gratitude can then be incorporated
into whole-group prayer times.
If you’re looking for a fun way
for a class to share all the things
they are grateful for, ask them to
use the letters of the alphabet. For

A Wall of Gratitude is a designated bulletin board or poster that is
visible to all the kids and parents
who come into your children’s
ministry area. Each week, kids can
stop on their way into their rooms
and write on a Post-It note what
they are grateful for, or classes
can walk to the Wall of Gratitude

6
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example, for the letter “A,” I am
thankful for crisp apples in the fall.
For the letter “B,” I am grateful
for books to read. This fun way of
naming our thanks helps children
think creatively about what they
have been given by God. If you
want to include this in community
worship, pick a letter each week
and have the children name all the
different things we are grateful for
that start with that letter.
THANK YOU NOTE PROJECT
It’s easy to take people for granted. Encouraging children to think
about others is another way to cultivate gratefulness.
In a small group gathering of
children, ask them who they are
grateful for and why. Encourage
them to think about people at
church or in their families or in the
community. For younger children,
after they have named people they
are grateful for, provide fill-inthe-blank thank you cards that the
children can sign. For older kids,
encourage them to write thank
you notes, expressing gratitude in
concrete ways. You can either post
these thank you cards in the mail
or hand-deliver them.
Cultivating gratitude in children
takes intentionality. When we engage children in concrete experiences of gratitude, we nurture their
faith. It is in these experiences
where children see and practice
spiritual habits in everyday life.
Mimi is Faith Formation Ministries’ Children’s
Ministry Catalyzer. If you have questions or
challenges about faith formation in children
contact Mimi at childrensministry@crcna.org.

LET’S CONNECT THIS FALL
Peter Elgersma |

CRC Congregational Services

CONGREGATIONS HAVE ALWAYS STRUGGLED WHEN IT COMES to
tweaking their worship service. Worship committees may make recommendation to councils, but then council needs to seek clarification
and it’s not unheard of to have a few months go by before change can
occur!
COVID-19 certainly threw that process for a loop. Congregations
suddenly had to deal with government regulations that closed church
doors to physical gatherings. Yet, in a period of only 2-3 weeks, many
congregations had figured out how to live-stream or record their services and share those online with their congregations.
As if that accomplishment wasn’t herculean enough, when churches
received word that they could be open for in person worship (with
restrictions), many made a second pivot to live stream their services
and allow in person worship.
Along the way, some pastors discovered that their camera angle and
filming strategy needed to be adjusted; some realized that it would
be easiest to record first and conduct a separate in person event later.
Some churches even engaged in parking lot worship to avoid many of
the concerns about in person worship.
Through all these pivots and challenges, churches have reached
out to the ministries of the CRCNA. We’ve been happy to interact by
phone, email or on The Network (crcna.org/Network). We’ve learned
from each other and, together, created a better plan to engage with our
communities. We don’t have this figured out, but together we are sharing some amazing ideas on how to re engage with our congregational
members.
Churches have organized birthday parade drive bys; some have
mailed the content of their in-church mailbox to individual homes;
others have created zoom coffee conversations, engaged in emailbased guessing games, dropped puzzles and board games off at each
other’s houses . . . the list goes on.
Yet we know that things are far from “normal.” Earlier this year, the
research group Barna found that one third of regular church attenders
hadn’t attended in person church or streamed an online service. The
demographics of this missing group tended to skew younger. I know
of a few CRC congregations that are noticing a similar trend. While
some attendees remain faithful, others have fallen out of the habit of
weekly worship. We wonder if they will return.
This Thanksgiving season, I encourage us all to find opportunities
to reach out to each other. Even if we can’t meet physically, let’s call,
email, drop off a care package or check in on social media. As a church
who loves its members and is eager to see them remain tightly connected to their family of faith, we owe it to each other to reach out and
connect.
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A CUSTODIAN OF CC
FOR A TIME
Keith Knight

IT WAS THE FALL OF 1975 WHEN

I learned that Dick Farenhorst,
editor of Calvinist Contact, was
dealing with terminal cancer. I
was an editor of a daily newspaper in Welland, Ont., and I had
written in CC on occasion. On
March 1, 1976, at the age of 26,
I was appointed editor of CC by
the board of directors. I moved
the business from downtown
Hamilton to a vacant furniture
store in St. Catharines.
With my background in journalism, CC began to carry more
news stories and features, covering church-related activities
across Canada. We produced 48
issues per year, every week with
the exception of the summer
months. In 1976, a subscription
cost $8. In subsequent years, it
was increased to $10 and then
$12. The late 1970s were a great
time in Christian book publishing
[so] CC produced two literary
issues a year, spring and fall.
Alberta was in the midst of a
major economic boom. That led
CC to create a Western Canada
office in Edmonton. We rented
space from The King’s College
in their earlier location where we
had a staff of three. One of the
technological highlights for the
staff was the arrival of a fax machine. We just couldn’t figure out
how a picture could come out of
a phone line.
When it came to editorial content, I pulled together the editorials and news articles. We had a
few columnists who wrote for
@ChrCourier
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us monthly and who stayed with
the paper for many, many years. I
recall a young elementary school
student who had a flair for writing. That was Lloyd Rang. It was
also a personal delight to hire
my mother-in-law, Alice Los, to
write a regular Small Talk column.
Because of our “ethnic” content, we qualified for government
advertising and a number of corporate accounts too. KLM Royal
Dutch Airlines regularly placed
full page ads, paying for them
one half in cash and one half in
airline tickets. The tickets were
handed out to staff as a bonus.
It has been a privilege to have
been a part of Christian Courier’s
history, a nine-year stint as a custodian of Christian journalism.
There was, I think, a divine purpose in all of that. Editors come
and go, and each one places his
or her own stamp on the content
and design. CC’s 75-year history
is a story of God’s faithfulness
and a chronicle of the Canadian
Christian spiritual journey within
the Reformed community.
When I took over CC, it was
about to celebrate its 35th anniversary. Generations have come
and gone but God’s story within
the unique Canadian context continues.
Keith Knight
Keith is the Executive Director of the Canadian
Christian Business Federation.

BRINGING ABOUT
RENEWAL
The King’s University congratulates Christian Courier on celebrating 75 years of Reformed,
Christian journalism in Canada.
King’s is equipping students to
bring renewal and reconciliation
to the world as followers of Jesus Christ, the Servant-King and
have done so with a distinctly
Reformed accent. The service
you have provided to our communities has honoured the richness of the Reformed worldview
while challenging your readers to
engage with issues and think critically about our responsibilities
as Christians. The work of our
organizations overlaps and we
are thankful for all you have contributed to our communities. We
look forward to many more years
of your Christian journalism.
Shannon Tuininga
Vice President for Institutional Advancement, The King’s
University
FOLLOWING
CHRIST’S CALL
Congratulations on the occasion
of the 75th anniversary of Christian Courier!
Thank you for your continued
commitment to building on the
rich, Reformed heritage that is
also at the core of Redeemer University’s mission. Together may
we foster a Reformed Christian
worldview that inspires people to
follow Christ’s calling into all areas of life, reflecting his love and
hope into their careers, communities, churches and homes.
Robert J. Graham
President, Redeemer University
UNIQUELY CANADIAN
Congratulations to everyone at
Christian Courier for 75 years of
taking a Reformed and uniquely
Canadian approach to engaging news and culture. You have
regularly reminded us about the
Lordship of Christ in every area
of our lives, and have shared
stories of broken servants of the

church using their gifts to help
make great things happen. Thank
you for pushing all of us when it
was called for, and cheering us
when it was appropriate. It has
been a delight to partner with
you. Blessings to you in the next
chapter.
Rev. Darren C. Roorda
on behalf of the Christian
Reformed Church in North
America

NEW CONNECTIONS
Congratulations to Christian
Courier on 75 years of continuous Christian journalism in Canada! Canadian Presbyterians appreciate your ministry, with many
being regular readers and others
serving as writers as well. We are
grateful that some of the former
staff of the Presbyterian Record
have found a home at Christian
Courier, and that you continue to
provide excellent Christian journalism in the Reformed Tradition
for Canadians. Many blessings to
you at the Christian Courier, and
may God guide and bless your
ministry for many years to come!
Rev. Amanda Currie
Moderator of the 145th General
Assembly
The Presbyterian Church in
Canada
FAITH AND PUBLIC LIFE
Congratulations to Christian
Courier on marking 75 years of
faithful journalism! We so appreciate your dedication to going deeper and helping Canadian Christians find new ways of
thinking about our role in society.
Whether you are highlighting the
latest research on social justice
issues or sharing the views and
opinions of key Reformed thinkers, your contribution to discussions of faith and public life is
invaluable. Here’s to another 75
years!
Willard Metzger and
Brad Wassink
Citizens for Public Justice
A LIGHT IN DARK TIMES
It is a tricky thing to help Christians navigate the fragmented
contours of contemporary society with a consistently redemptive message of hope and
healing, yet Christian Courier
has been helping its readers do
exactly that for decades. Thanks
in no small part to the lasting
impress of the irrepressible Bert

Witvoet, Christian Courier has
maintained itself as a light in
dark times, never fearing to wade
into controversial waters with
humanity, respect and enduring
faith. Angela Reitsma Bick and
her team have continued this
legacy of journalistic integrity and bravery over the past 10
years, bringing the publication
to new heights. We at the Institute for Christian Studies salute
our friends at Christian Courier,
and offer our heartfelt congratulations on the achievement of
75 years of faithful journalistic
witness in God’s good yet suffering world. May our Maker and
Redeemer continue to bless your
work in the years to come!
Ronald A. Kuipers
President, Institute for Christian
Studies

OPENING UP DISCUSSION
It is with great joy we congratulate Christian Courier on 75
years of journalism. We are
thankful for the ways the Courier opens up discussion on issues
of justice for our community and
we wish you continued success in
creating a space where Christians
can engage in thoughtful discussion on how to make justice flow
like a river in our communities.
Mark Stephenson
Interim Director of The Office of
Social Justice (CRCNA)
75 YEARS OF SERVICE
On behalf of the Board of the
Christian Reformed Church Extension Fund Inc., I offer you
our warm congratulations as you
celebrate 75 years of service to
the Christian Reformed Church
community. Your excellent journalism has helped bind us together and has kept us well-informed
on the issues of the day. We have
also been able to follow significant events in the lives of our fellow members through your personal notices.
For more than 40 years, the
Extension Fund has advertised in
your fine publication, which provides us with such an effective
means to reach our contributors
and potential investors and we
have been well served. We pray
that our Lord may continue to
shed His light on all who work so
diligently to put CC together for
the benefit of all your readers.
Bill Kort
Chair, CRC Extension Fund
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AMERICANS TO THE POLLS
David T. Koyzis

NEXT MONTH AMERICANS RETURN TO THE POLLS TO ELECT a president and vice-president, members of Congress, and host of state- and
county-level officials. They do so at a time of unprecedented crisis for
the country. What happens on 3 November will have an impact on its
future as we enter the third decade of this century. The issues range
from the government’s inept handling of the COVID-19 pandemic, an
economy crippled by months of quarantine, the consequent spike in
unemployment rates, racial division, unrest in the streets of several major cities, and a vacuum in effective leadership at the top. But above all,
the United States will have to deal with a party system that is broken
and a constitutional tradition whose edges are beginning to unravel.
CHECKS AND BALANCES

First, the party system. Because America is a two-party system, it is
entirely dependent on the Democrats and Republicans smoothly functioning as collective representatives of the people. If one of the par-

ties fails to do this on a consistent basis, the U.S. risks becoming a
one-party-dominant system, similar to Mexico and our own province
of Alberta throughout much of its history. The danger is that, without
a credible opposition, the one functioning party will become complacent and pursue unwise policies that it could not otherwise get away
with.
Half a century ago the two parties, beginning with the Democrats,
sought to democratize more thoroughly the internal candidate selection process, empowering a series of caucuses and primary elections
to name especially a presidential candidate. However, as philosopher
Yves René Simon has correctly observed, a democracy needs nondemocratic elements in order to remain healthy. Empowering “the
People” at the expense of ordinary office-holders does not improve
a political system, because “the People” is too nebulous an agent to
hold anyone to account. Above all, a chief executive officer needs to
be held responsible to other office-holders in his or her own party who
know how the system works and have some policy experience.
PERSONALITY POLITICS
This has implications for the second factor, the erosion of a constitutional tradition. Ever since Frank Capra’s 1939 film Mr. Smith Goes
to Washington, Americans have embraced a romantic view of the untutored but well-intended outsider going to the nation’s capital and
shaking up a corrupt system dominated by self-serving elites. The reality is much different. Excessively democratizing a political system
typically produces Napoleonic personalities who believe their dependence on “the People” permits them to bypass ordinary processes and
officials to achieve their goals. This leads to a politics of personalities
in which voters place their loyalties behind supposed redeemer leaders
rather than a system of constitutional norms and the rule of law.
Accordingly, Republicans, who once supported a strict adherence to
the Constitution, have thrown their support behind an unhinged wouldbe autocrat virtually incapable of unifying the country beyond his own
support base. Many of his followers are so reflexively loyal that they
attribute plausible reports of his failings and his inattention to constitutional niceties to a hostile press peddling “fake news.”

WE ASKED A PROF:

and the inverse follows as well.
For all the accusations of Marxism these days, we don’t need to
accept an historical determinism
that a downward spiral of decline
is the U.S.’s immediate and inevitable fate.

‘What do you wish Canadians knew about life in the
U.S. right now?’ | Micah J. Watson responded
THE IRONY OF THE QUESTION is not lost on this American author, given how much Canadians know about the United States, and how little
interest Americans can show in other parts of the world, including
our dear northern neighbor. Nevertheless, I can share two causes for
concern and two reasons for hope among your neighbors to the south.
First, things do feel quite unsettled, and the social science about
polarization backs up this sense of disconnect. Every culture, every
society, needs some sort of “glue” to hold it together. What sets our
two countries apart from most of the world is that our foundation for
that glue was not an exclusive religion, common blood, language
or soil. At least in theory. The practice has been much messier, with
chapters marked by both remarkable advances and terrible injustice.
Nevertheless, it has been possible in theory and practice for someone
to come from anywhere in the world and become a genuine American,
or Canadian. That common sense of what it means to be an American
was never sacrosanct; there is no golden age, but it feels more remote
and naïve today as the political battle lines are drawn between left and
right, blue and red. Lost is the sense that these are arguments to be had
among people of good will who disagree. This is a cause for concern.
At the same time, the American political system was designed for
moments like these, and we have been through more bitter times in
the past. As the musical Hamilton reminds us, it wasn’t too far into
8
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the American political experiment that a sitting vice president
shot and killed the first Treasury
Secretary. Partisan feelings still
run deep, as we’ve seen most recently with the battle over Ruth
Bader Ginsberg’s replacement on
the Supreme Court. But Justice
Ginsberg’s passing also points
to a different sort of possibility.
Her warm friendship with the
stalwart conservative Justice Antonin Scalia is proof that we can
still disagree agreeably on a personal level. Moreover, we know
things change on the macro level.
“Enlightened statesmen will not
always be at the helm,” James
Madison wrote in Federalist #10,

IN CHRIST ALONE
And yet, as a Christian, I know
the United States is temporary,
and while I think it appropriate
to care for and about my political home, my first loyalty is to
another kingdom. To be honest, I
feel a sense of mourning and loss
regarding how political divisions
have divided the Bride of Christ.
If one wants to look for signs of
discord, they are legion. People
leaving churches over wearing
or not wearing masks, broken
fellowship between believers
over prudential political choices,
and at times apocalyptic rhetoric
from all sides about this upcoming November. This too is a cause
for concern, and lament.
But thanks be to God that hope
is a theological virtue, and the ob-

‘LEAST HARMFUL’

The Democrats have so thoroughly
bought into a politics of identity and
what I have called the “choice-enhancement state” that they are
willing to allow an overly broad
non-discrimination regime to override the differing standards of nonstate communities, including such
overtly faith-based organizations as
the Little Sisters of the Poor. Recent
and current Democratic candidates
have narrowed religious freedom to
a mere “freedom of worship,” unwilling to acknowledge that a genuine religion is an entire way of life,
not simply what one does in church,
synagogue or mosque.
Given that neither Republicans
nor Democrats can offer a positive
alternative for voters next month,
most Americans will likely vote
for the party they hope will be less
harmful to the public interest. Over
the long term, Americans will need
to renew their commitment to the
rule of law and the constitutional
order, giving it priority over personalities and dubious ideological
agendas.
David T. Koyzis
David has been a regular
columnist with CC since
before the Soviet Union
collapsed but after the
Treaty of Versailles.

ject of our hope is not a political
party or a Supreme Court seat or
the outcome of an election. When
I am tempted to despair, I am
reminded of all the good things
still happening through God’s
people and the church, local and
universal. I am heartened by the
example of Jesus’ own disciples,
among whom were anti-Roman
zealots and tax-collecting collaborators. Their politics couldn’t be
more different, but whom they
belonged to mattered more than
their judgments about earthly
politics. Those differences still
mattered, and ours do as well, but
our common identity in Christ
matters more, and so I have hope
for the Church both south and
north of the border as God guides
us through this unsettling and surreal season.
Micah J. Watson
Micah is a Professor of
Political Science at Calvin
University and Executive
Director of Calvin’s Henry
Institute for the Study of
Christianity and Politics.

News

COMPETING RIGHTS IN A MEDIA WORLD
Kathy Vandergrift
I FIND IT A CHALLENGE TO BALANCE STAYING INFORMED about news
and thinking within my faith community, being alert to other perspectives, and engaging in the public conversations that are shaping our
society. This month, Christian Courier celebrates 75 years of connecting and building a community. Without it, we readers would be
less connected and weaker in our public witness. The media world in
which CC functions has changed dramatically since 1945, with new
challenges that also warrant reflection within this community.
Globally, 99 journalists were killed for exposing truth in 2018 and
348 were jailed by governments. Of 46 journalists murdered in 2008,
only six cases have been resolved. At the same time, powerful forces intentionally use media messages to disrupt elections, undermine
democracy and invade privacy. COVID-19 draws attention to media
issues with life and death consequences. The importance of access to
accurate information is top of mind. The dangers of spreading conspiracy theories is heightened. Young people need social media to
learn and access crucial information, and they are at increased risk of
online exploitation.
At all levels there is a growing tension between our treasured rights
to access information and to express our views, and the rights to be
protected from exploitation through the use of media to harm others,
spread conspiracies, undermine peace and democracy, or invade privacy.
A DIGITAL CHARTER
Canada co-hosted the first global conference on media freedom in
London in 2019 and is preparing to host a second conference in Canada. The first one resulted in a Global Pledge on Media Freedom and
an international panel of experts to defend journalists and promote

WHEN FRIENDS DIE
The ignored trauma of people living on the street.
Jesse Hove
BETWEEN 2016 AND 2019, 15,393
people died from drug overdoses
in Canada. This year, we’re breaking the records set in those years.
“Canadians should be seized
with this particular crisis,” says
Canada’s Chief public health officer Dr. Teresa Tam. The closed
Canada-U.S. border, increased
social isolation and reduced access to safe supply are all factors
contributing to the recent increase in overdose deaths.
The pandemic has not created
a new problem, but rather added
fuel to an existing crisis. Back in
2016 the Canadian Public Health
Association described “an expanding opioid crisis in Canada
that is resulting in epidemic-like
numbers of overdose deaths.”
That same year, B.C. declared
a public health emergency after reporting a staggering 200
overdose deaths in just the first
@ChrCourier

ChrCourier

three months of the year. This
year, B.C. has reported over 170
deaths each month for May, June
and July and is on track to nearly
double 2016’s numbers.
Many Canadians live largely
removed from the world of this
ongoing crisis. I admit that I do
too. Even though I have worked
with people experiencing homelessness for over seven years, I
am still sheltered from their lived
reality. I have never shared a tent
with a client. I have never taken
clients home to meet my wife. I
have never sat down with a client
for drinks on a Saturday night.
LIVING THE TRAUMA
My friend and work colleague
Anthony lived as an addict on the
streets for over 20 years. Much of
that life is behind him now, but
the rise of the fentanyl crisis has
made the deaths of his friends an

international action to maintain
free and independent media. In
Canada, there is also a new Digital Charter which articulates high
level principles for all things
digital. These are small steps to
uphold ethical standards in the
context of instantaneous global
communications, very powerful
private companies who design
social media and information
systems for private profit more
than public interest, and weak
governments or authoritarian
governments who manipulate information and the media to control their subjects.
It is much easier to undermine
democracy than to develop public policies and regulations that
find the balance between important freedoms and protection
from harms. As the #MeToo
Movement showed, too much
focus on protection of privacy
enabled harm to women; public exposure was essential to get
change. In the book She Said:
Breaking the Sexual Harassment

Story that Helped Ignite a Movement, journalists Jodi Kantor and
Megan Twohey document their
long, careful work to bring Harvey Weinstein to account, against
powerful forces that manipulated
media and courts to protect abusers and destroy the careers and
lives of any women who dared to
speak up. Reading it heightened
my appreciation for the value of
strong, independent media. Some
of these ethical tensions also permeate the world of faith-based
media in which Christian Courier operates.
Ethical issues related to the
role of media and access to in-

formation in our society warrant
more attention by Christians, because they are major shaping influences of the world our children
will inherit. As Christian Courier builds on 75 years, I hope the
Christian community will also
contribute to the larger conversation about the role of the media in
the 21st century world.

almost daily occurrence. After another recent death, Anthony reflected on how this is affecting him, saying “There is a list of names that
I can’t help list off to myself before I go to sleep who are gone. It’s
f--king surreal and terrifying. Always, we are distracting ourselves in
some way from the reality of our own deaths.”
For Anthony, these folks aren’t just numbers, or even just clients;
they are friends and family. He lives with them. When I go home,
Anthony continues to live it.
Anyone who has experienced the death of a friend or family member knows the life-changing weight of grief. Can you imagine what
this would do to someone who continuously experiences such losses?
Now more than ever the church has the opportunity to step up and
support harm reduction practices so that we can save lives and care
for people experiencing this degree of trauma or loss. That might
mean making a referral to a counsellor, psychologist or mental health
worker. Support may also mean directing people towards or creating
spiritual and social supports. Every solution will require us to step
outside the walls of our churches and enter into the messiness of real
life with people who are suffering on our streets.

quented as an addict. Anthony
still has little interest in adopting
the Christian faith, but this Christian organization means everything to him.
While the Church has often
been good at supporting folks
through providing food, medical support and other physical
supplies, we have often dropped
the ball on spiritual needs, social
supports and trauma-informed
care. Many clients I know who
are now housed or are doing a
little bit better feel abandoned by
the community that helped them.
When we are working with vulnerable people, it can be easy to
focus so much on basic survival
that we forget they are more than
just a body. Our neighbours experiencing homelessness have just
as many unique spiritual and social needs as you and I. Resources need to address these holistic
needs and acknowledge the daily
trauma they face.

THE KINDS OF CARE ADDICTS NEED
Spiritual and social needs are diverse. I have a client who lives in a
tent but goes to Niagara Falls every chance he can get, because “people like him there.” I have another client who is sleeping outside but
goes on dating sites on a daily basis, because he “wants to share his
life with someone.” I have a client attempting to convert to Orthodox
Judaism (the requirements are intense), an Indigenous client who experiences healing and spiritual cleansing from smudging, and many
Christian clients who experience the love of Jesus every week through
traditional Christian services. Every client is unique, but almost every
client I meet wants someone to listen to them and show them empathy.
Anthony himself claims to have been “saved” by a few specific
folks who worked with a Christian homeless shelter he often fre-

Kathy Vandergrift
Kathy, a public policy analyst, says CC was part
of her initiation to life on
the Canadian side of the
border in 1969 – West
and East.
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worker in Toronto.
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REFRAMING A FAMOUS MISSION STORY
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
Ron Rupke
JOAN THOMAS’ FIVE WIVES FRAMES A SHOCKING TRUE STORY of five
young American missionaries killed in January 1956 by native tribesmen in the Amazon rainforest of Ecuador. A photojournalist for Life
magazine was allowed to join the American rescue mission dispatched
to find the missing missionaries. His photos of bodies scattered over
a jungle landscape, and of the five wives anxiously waiting with their
young children for news of their missing husbands/fathers, caused a
sensation. There was worldwide interest in knowing more about Operation Auca, as this mission was named by the missionaries. Harper &
Brothers publishers persuaded one of the young widows to write her
account of the story behind this tragic event. Elizabeth Elliot’s story,
titled Through Gates of Splendor, was published later that year. It sold
more than half a million copies and is still in print.
In an author’s note included at the end of this novel Joan Thomas
writes, “It’s impossible to overstate the importance of this mission in
evangelical churches. Hundreds (possibly thousands) of young people
were recruited to ‘take the place of the five martyrs’. Operation Auca
was one of those moving stories that, as far as I travelled from the
ideology of my childhood, still lay intact in the back reaches of my
memory.”
In 2012 Joan Thomas read a New Yorker article (“Reversal of Fortune,” by Patrick Radden Keefe) about the politics of oil in the Ecuadorean rainforest. Noting the role that the evangelical missionaries
played in that sordid tale, she decided to research the wider story. That
research grew into her novel Five Wives, which won the Governor
General’s literary award for fiction in 2019.
Writing a novel based on the actual lives of real characters is, in the
author’s word, “delicate.” Her author’s note explains a set of boundaries she observed in writing the novel: the principal players in her
chapters about Operation Auca are all based on real characters and
events, although she treats them fictionally. However, the characters
in the contemporary chapters that frame the story, including those depicted as the children and grandchildren of the Operation Auca families, are all fictional.
The contemporary story opens in 2015 with the descendants of the
Operation Auca families gathered at a Wheaton College chapel. The
occasion, a celebration of life service for Elizabeth Elliott, who died
that year at the age of 88. We meet David Saint, who is, we learn, a
pastor from Oregon and the son of Nate Saint, the missionary aviator
killed in Operation Auca. David had been married to Sharon Elliot,
daughter of Elizabeth Elliot and her first husband Jim, another of the
five martyred missionaries. We learn that Sharon Elliot Saint had died
some years ago, leaving David to raise their daughter Abby (Elizabeth
Elliot’s only grandchild) as a single parent.
Abby, aged 19, has been asked to share personal memories of her
grandmother at this celebration. We observe the occasion from David
Saint’s seat in the auditorium, as he takes part in the celebration and
eagerly awaits Abby’s turn to speak. We witness his joy and pride as
Abby shares childhood memories of her grandmother, and then his
dismay when Abby speaks about the contradictions in Elizabeth Elliot’s life: “When her young husband died, Betty said, ‘I prayed to
God to keep Jim safe, but the Lord had something better in mind.’
Imagine being as intelligent as Elizabeth Elliot was, and as willing to
think deeply about everything, and then in the end to still have faith
that terrible and even bizarre tragedies are planned and carried out
by God.”
Pastor David Saint and his daughter Abby carry the legacy of Operation Auca now that Elizabeth Elliot has died. It becomes clear that
Pastor Dave has not felt the full approval of his famous mother in law,
nor worthy of his family legacy. He is immensely proud of Abby, who

JOAN THOMAS
Barbara Brown Taylor
Harper Avenue, 2019.
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was baptized at age ten and has
been a model evangelical teen
through her high school years.
Nineteen-year-old Abby is the
grandchild heir of the Operation
Auca generation. The connections are strong. Olive Fleming,
the youngest widow of the missionary martyr generation has befriended and mentored Abby after her mother’s death. Abby has
been dating Sean Youderian, another Operation Auca grandson
who works with a Christian film
producer in Los Angeles. But her
worldview is evolving.
Abby breaks up with Sean
Youderian; finally telling David
that Sean is a total hypocrite, expecting her to be pure and virginal while not living by the same
rules. Abby declines her father’s
urging to enrol at Wheaton College, instead taking a year off and
working as a waitress. She meets
and befriends Will there, and
learning that he is gay, regrets her
own earlier role in an anti-gay
protest at the local library. The
growing tension between Abby
and her father reaches crisis
stage when David tries to persuade Abby to pick up the online
ministry and blog for her grandmother’s books and ministry.
Abby rejects the offer, and when
her Dad asks whether she’s proud
of her family legacy, responds,
“No, I’m not proud. What should
I be proud of? That we went to
someone else’s country and said
to people, your ways are wicked,
our ways are good? It’s horrible!
It’s racist!”
Abby’s words challenging the
accepted version of her family
history set the stage for Joan
Thomas challenging re-telling
of the Operation Auca story. The
novel explores the characters and
experiences of the five young
missionary women who actually
helped to plan the secret mission
to reach out to a tribe which had
successfully repelled all contact
with the outside world. We catch
a glimpse of the conservative
evangelical church background,
the courtships, the wrestling
through of Jim Elliot’s intuition

Canadian author Joan Thomas.

Photo credit: Sandra Joan Thomas / CC BY-SA

that a missionary calling was a
call to celibacy.
The novel goes beyond a
de-construction of the story told
in the mission journals; there are
surprising new details, apparently historically accurate. We learn
of unfriendly relations with the
Roman Catholic workers serving the scattered villages where
the missionaries are posted. We
learn that a native warrior died
following the confrontation that
ended the lives of the five missionaries; this was not known at
the time, but significantly changes the story. The role played by
Nate Saint’s older sister Rachel,
and the animosity and rivalry
between herself and the Operation Auca planning group, adds
jarring discord to the missionary
version showing God’s leading.
In the novel’s concluding
chapters we return to the present
time. We find David Saint back
in Ecuador. Sean Youdarian has
persuaded him to be the location consultant for a new film
about Operation Auca. Visiting
the beautiful region where he
was born and lived his early life,
David encounters an American
educated cab driver who recognizes his last name and reveals
that his parents were converted
by Rachel Saint. He connects
David with the events that forced
his people out of their rainforest
home into a “protectorate.” A
second shock occurs when David
discovers the home his father

Reviews
built for his young family in the
1950s now used as a destination
for evangelical tourists. David
leaves Ecuador, not inspired as
he had hoped to be, but heartsick.
The last chapter goes to Abby.
She finds herself angry and at
loose ends after the showdown
with her father and then a deceptive attempt by Sean Youderian to
lure her into acting in the Operation Auca movie. Spontaneously she enters a tattoo parlour and
has needled into her flesh a declaration that her heart is her own.
It is the final break with her Operation Auca legacy.
Five Wives is well structured
and beautifully written. Readers
familiar with the several Operation Auca stories still found
in church libraries may experience deep shock, comparable to
learning that an old friend has
done a great wrong. Evangelical
Christians will recognize many
traits of their peculiar subculture
in the story of David and Abby;
Joan Thomas knows this world
well. And for readers looking for
a happy ending, here’s my best
shot: the dedication page of this
book reads, “For my loving father, Ralph Thomas.”

SCALING THE BIG ME
Peter Schuurman

THE SECOND MOUNTAIN: THE
QUEST FOR A MORAL LIFE
David Brooks
Random House, 2019.

Ron Rupke
Freelance writer Ron Rupke
lives in Brighton, Ont.

DO YOU DISMISS AS A HYPOCRITE A PUBLIC INTELLECTUAL who divorced his wife of 27 years and married his much younger research
assistant while writing a book called The Road to Character? Or do
you buy his next book to see what he has learned through such public
scandal, assuming a person is more than their worst moral failure?
I bought that next book because I’ve followed Brooks for many
years and it was rumoured he had also converted to Christianity of
late. It also provocatively states: “I have become radicalized. I now
think the rampant individualism of our current culture is a catastrophe.”
The book (his “best to date” says The Guardian) brilliantly conveys
a narrative about all our lives as we climb the mountain of identity
and ambition and then realize, sooner or later, that there is much more
to life than our individual advancement. Through insight or crisis we
see that the good life invites us to make lasting moral commitments to
places, people and causes that are much larger than our own personal
fulfilment, and that the moral joy of such commitments is an even better pursuit than focusing on our own character development.
That blessed ambition is the second mountain and the thesis of the
book and is amply illustrated by inspiring stories – mostly about and
from the United States. The bulk of the book investigates life’s four
basic commitments in detailed self-help style, and how they can reweave the social fabric: vocation, marriage, philosophy/faith, and community. The book ends with “The Relationalist Manifesto.”
But don’t be misled. The longest chapter by a long shot is chapter
21: “A Most Unexpected Turn of Events” in which Brooks narrates his
marriage’s demise (which he attributes to his first mountain workaholism) and his second marriage to Anne Snyder, who is now editor of
Comment magazine (succeeding James KA Smith). We find out there
was a good three years of lonely apartment dwelling between his divorce and his romance with Snyder, and that his embrace of Christianity is more of a development in a lifelong inner dialogue between
Christianity and his Jewish heritage.
This sprawling chapter focuses quite transparently on his on-going
inner transformation as a religious “amphibian” or “border stalker.”

He summarizes his spiritual journey this way: “Religion is hope.
I am a wandering Jew and a very
confused Christian, but how
quick is my pace, how open are
my possibilities, and how vast are
my hopes.” For a book about the
value of commitments, the following statement sounds odd, but
also deeply vulnerable: “Do I believe in the resurrection of Jesus
Christ? The simple, brutally honest answer is, it comes and goes.”
Brooks is a gifted writer of a
different, and now more chastened conservative type. That
means cultivating moral communities is still more strategic
than big government political
schemes. But he has publicly
called Trump a “sociopath” and
in his five chapters on marriage
he makes no reference to gender
complementarity. Lay your assumptions aside and see what you
make of this many-layered man
who lives what he writes – about
a journey up a second mountain.
For all those looking for a second
chance in life – a more meaningful, more spiritual, more joyful
attempt, beyond the precarious
pitfalls of the Big Me.
Peter Schuurman
Peter is Executive Director
of Global Scholars Canada,
Contributing Editor of CC
and author of The Subversive Evangelical: The Ironic
Charisma of an Irreligious
Megachurch.

JOINING POWERFUL GLOBAL CONVERSATIONS
Sharon Dhavale

THE GLOBAL CHURCH
PROJECT PODCAST
Produced by The Global Church
Project and Graham Hill.

@ChrCourier
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THE GLOBAL CHURCH PROJECT PODCAST IS A MINISTRY of the larger GlobalChurch Project by Dr. Graham Hill and his team. Hill is
the interim Principal and the Director of Research at Stirling Theological College in Melbourne, Australia. Prior to his current role,
Hill served as the Provost and Vice-Principal at Morling Theological
College in Sydney, Australia. In addition to his rich practical contributions to the field of world Christianity, Hill has authored eight
books, and speaks extensively about the global church.
The mission of the Global Church Project is “to help local Christians and churches learn from diverse, multiethnic, and global voices
and trends, so that that they experience renewed mission and revitalized churches.” Hill’s widely accessible podcast plays a significant
role in fulfilling the Project’s mission. Among others, Hill interviews
pastors, missionaries, leaders, and educators from around the world.
The interviews discuss and give insight into various topics. Recent
examples include the pursuit of peace after war and conflict, social
justice movements, the church’s role in national politics, empowering people affected by leprosy, and scriptural teaching on neigh-

bourly love.
The podcast’s wealth of information inspires curiosity and reminds Christians of God’s global
heart. Al Tizon of Evangelical
Covenant Church, Chicago says,
“I don’t know of any other resource that provides as comprehensive a picture of the global
church in mission.” Dr. Grace JiSun Kim of Earlham School of
Religion, Indiana writes, “These
are important interviews which
can be used in universities,
seminaries, churches and study
groups.” Given the season we
find ourselves in, this informative and encouraging podcast

points to God’s sovereignty and
unending grace in this world.
The Christian journey, though
challenging, is filled with remarkable hope. Dr. Hill regularly brings God’s profoundly
hopeful global work to the forefront in this podcast. It is well
worth a listen!
Find out more about the podcast at theglobalchurchproject.
com/podcast-home/

CHRISTIANCOURIER.CA

Sharon Dhavale
Sharon has just started a
new role as the campus
chaplain at the University of
Northern British Columbia in
July 2020.
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PERSIST AND PERSEVERE
Being Jesus-centred on the long road of justice-focused work. |

Sabrina T. Cherry

Storefront sign in the Mission District of San Francisco, photographed by Mark Scandrette.

ABOUT A YEAR AGO A FRIEND ASKED ME, “What is the difference
between doing and being?” The question stumped me because each
time I thought of the act of being, it was associated with an equivalent
act of doing: if I am this, I do that. The two seemed inseparable. It
took me a few weeks of contemplation to express that while being
is indeed often associated with doing, there has to be more to it than
that. My being can’t be restricted to what I do, particularly what others see me doing; it has to be a deep-seated part of who I am, how I
am, what the world sees and what it does not. My being exists when
there is much to do and when I am in a waiting season; when the lists
are long and labourers are few; and when it seems that my doing just
isn’t enough. I concluded that while being is often associated with
doing, there is danger in the two being inextricably connected.
In Matthew 25:34-40, Jesus references what it means to care for
the least of these and draws a parallel to caring for him. As our relationships become more Jesus-centred, this focus determines how we
love, extend grace, forgive, and exist in community. In caring for the
least of these, we put aside our individualistic focus and look to the
collective betterment, even when that collective may differ from us.
Over the last few months, I’ve wondered how many believers have
read, meditated on, prayed about, and sought to become more like one
12
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who cares for the least of these.
As we continue to live with the
day to day realities of life during
a pandemic, compounded by the
weight of persistent systematic
and systemic injustice, I have
questioned where the children of
God are in caring for all of humanity. Where have we disconnected our being from our doing?
And where does this reality require deeper introspection?
POP-UP JUSTICE
In response to the broadcasting
of recent fatal killings of women and men of colour, there has
been a surge of justice “pop-up
shops.” These temporary initiatives carry some benefit but they
are not sustainable. Massive

amounts of people may patronize the initiative, but it was not built
to last. There are endless conversations – panels, webinars, book discussions, interviews and town halls – that have taken place from May
until now. These are great forums for cultivating education and moving toward racial reconciliation, as well as uncovering the persistent
effects of racism and inequity. But these efforts have to evolve beyond conversations and education to sustained and strategic action.
On the opposite end of the spectrum are those who are immobilized,
determined to wait this season out without any response, action, or
heart movement. For this group, “this too shall pass” becomes an alltoo familiar saying and the comfort of complacency weighs heavily.
But I ask again, what is the difference between being and doing?
Where do we find ourselves in living lives that are Jesus-centred and
justice-focused? In what ways can we care for the least of these in
our respective communities throughout the world?
It seems insufficient to meditate on all the ways Jesus is loving,
compassionate, forgiving, humble and gentle without asserting that
he is also focused on justice. Jesus cares for the widows, the children, the poor, the marginalized, the oppressed and the differently-abled. Jesus meets them in their places of hurt, he heals them, and
he restores them. Jesus sees them and in doing so, he not only lives
out what it means to do justice work but to be justice-focused. He
exemplifies what it means to be love, a restorer, and compassionate.
How do we make sense of all that is happening in our world, holding to Jesus’ model as our lens to which we view recent events?
What exactly does it mean to be Jesus-centered and do justice-focused work? What does it mean to be a believer of and contributor
to a just existence for all people?
LIKE WATER ON STONE
We live in a society that does pop-up justice well. We erect – or tear
down – the right symbols of justice or injustice. We gather people.
We create beautiful, meaningful and necessary art through murals
and music. We cultivate spaces to lament. We foster opportunities
to learn and engage. But if our justice focus is exclusive to all the
things we do, fatigue soon comes. The work of justice-seeking is
long-suffering and persistent! Dr. Julia Jordan-Zachery, Professor
and Chair of Africana Studies at the University of North Carolina,
Charlotte, described prolonged engagement in meaningful work as
“slow drips on a brick.” I believe justice work is the same. It is
not only the work we do day after day, it is how we show up in the
world that may sometimes seem meaningless and mundane but we
keep going. We keep persisting. We keep pressing. We keep asking.
We keep teaching. We keep learning. We keep mentoring. We keep
growing. We remain slow drips on a brick, knowing that our efforts
will eventually make a difference and that the work is never done.

Jesus not only lives out what it
means to do justice work but
to be justice-focused.
In July of this year, many across the U.S. grieved the loss of a
Civil Rights icon, Representative John Lewis. Representative Lewis organized his first sit-in during his late teens. He continued this
work for 60 years, long after the end of the Civil Rights Movement.
While most of us will not live lives that match the legacy of Mr.
Lewis, his work serves as another model for what it means to be justice-focused. Lewis and countless others knew the Movement would
forever be remembered as a significant part of the U.S.’s history in
addressing segregation and racism, but it did not resolve all matters
of discrimination. Dr. Michelle Alexander wrote about The New Jim
Crow, addressing mass incarceration within the U.S. Dr. Camara
Jones speaks often about The Gardener’s Tale, an allegory for racism, and the roles of discrimination and inequity in healthcare that
Continued on page 13

Feature
believers also must be involved
in, and we do this work from a
position of being Jesus-centred.

this work even unto the least
of these, remembering there is
always some place, someone,

Where have we disconnected our being
from our doing? And where does this
reality require deeper introspection?

The late congressman John Lewis at a Black Lives Matter protest.
Photo credit: Clay Banks

perpetuate health disparities. There are other persistent challenges,
including the over-policing of Black and Brown children in K-12
schools, also known as the school-to-prison pipeline; substandard
housing and environmental justice cases like the ongoing lead water
crisis in Flint, Michigan; and predatory lending practices that prohibit disenfranchised populations from achieving even a semblance
of a sustainable route out of poverty. The issues seem endless and
the weight often feels unbearable. But we remain as slow drips on
a brick.
As the November elections in the U.S. near, Americans prepare to
go to the polls and exercise the right to vote. We show up on Elec-

tion Day and cast our ballot. But
the work doesn’t stop there! No
matter where we live, we keep
pushing, holding our elected
officials accountable, engaging
with our local leaders, and questioning ever more how we continue to be justice-focused. This
is the work we get to do day after day, month after month, year
after year. This is the work that

We engage in this work from a
posture of love, even in the face
of what feels like insurmountable hate. We do this work with
compassion, even when our patience wanes and other routes
seem more advantageous. We
do this work with hope and assurance, remembering our call
to plant seeds knowing we may
never reap the full benefits of the
harvest. We do this work with a
focus on Christ, remembering
we are a part of God’s work, but
no one’s redemption – including
those within our communities
– rests solely on our shoulders,
abilities, or efforts. We do this
work from a place of integrity,
selflessness and promise, knowing justice will prevail. We do

some community, some child,
and some school waiting for us
to serve. Let us not turn away in
comfort and complacency. May
we go forward, being the light of
Christ for all the world to see, always remembering that “as you
did it to one of the least of these,
you did it to me.”
Sabrina T. Cherry
Sabrina is an Assistant
Professor of Public Health
at the University of North
Carolina,
Wilmington
and resides in the
Southeastern
United
States. She spends much
of her time teaching,
researching and writing
about health equity and
social justice.

READING RESOURCES
I picked up a few books from my shelf
this summer to read or reread. They included:

• Jesus and the Disinherited by
Howard Thurman

• The Cross and the Lynching Tree
by James H. Cone

I am transitioning to fall by reading:

• Another Way: Living and Lead-

ing Change on Purpose by Dori
Grinenko Baker, Matthew Wesley
Williams and Stephen Lewis;
• The Politics of Jesus by Obery M.
Hendricks, Jr.
These readings have helped me remember
I cannot engage in justice-focused work
without searching my heart to ensure my
being is Jesus-centred. I am reminded
that this work is to the (U.S.) polls and
beyond; six days, six weeks, six months,
six years. It is our doing and our being.
We remain slow drips on a brick, sometimes witnessing an expedient change,
but remaining consistent for the long haul
as well. – STC
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THANKSGIVING
Katie Munnik |

katiemunnik@yahoo.ca

Katie is an Ottawa writer living in Cardiff with her spouse and three growing
children. You can also find Katie on twitter @messy_table.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHRISTIAN COURIER! Isn’t it lovely how this aligns
with Thanksgiving? A very fitting coincidence. In these days of
counting our blessings and holding on, it’s wonderful to have a real
celebration like this to mark. We may be restricted when it comes to
physically sitting down at extended family tables this Thanksgiving,
but this issue extends the table and focuses our thanksgiving on this
community and its ongoing work and witness.
I first started reading Christian Courier four years ago when editor
Angela Reitsma Bick approached me about a column. Before that, I
had been writing a family and faith column for the Presbyterian Record, but sadly that was coming to an end with the close of the magazine. Reading CC felt familiar – I could see the family resemblances
between the two publications – and I felt grateful to have this newto-me home for my writing. Column writing with the Presbyterian
Record had been a way to connect with my nation-wide church community, sharing my life and observations with far-flung friends and
family. I grieved to lose that, and I wasn’t sure if I could replicate it
by writing for a different publication. Then I discovered it wasn’t just
writers that moved; Presbyterian readers were also looking for a new
home. It felt like the family was stretching out and growing.
NEW VOICES
Over the years, column writing has helped me develop discipline as a

HOW CC CHANGED MY LIFE
Lloyd Rang | lloyd@lloydrang.com
Lloyd works in communications and is a member of Rehoboth
CRC in Bowmanville, Ont.

WHEN I WAS A KID, my dad would
disappear into his study and close
the door.
From inside, you could hear the
steady clack-clack from the old
manual Underwood typewriter as
the letters slammed against the cylinder, punctuated by the occasional
“ping” at the end of each line and
a waft of pipe smoke from under
the door. When he emerged, my
Dad would have his latest “Skylights” column for Calvinist Contact stacked on the corner of his
massive metal desk, ready to be
mailed.
For a kid who loved books and
reading, watching my Dad transform his thoughts into words on a
page was like magic. And sometimes, I’d sneak into his office later
to write my own stories, breathing
in the aroma of stale pipe smoke
and coffee.
When I was 13, one of those sto@ChrCourier

ChrCourier

ries – “Canis the Robot,” about a
kid who builds a robot dog to keep
him company – caught my dad’s
eye. (To be honest, I wrote the
story because I wanted a dog, but
Dad didn’t get the hint). Instead, he
pitched the story to Keith Knight,
editor of CC at the time. A few
weeks later “Canis the Robot” appeared in print. Knight even hired
an artist to draw pictures for it.
I was hooked. I had become part
of a secret order of magicians – an
elite group of alchemists who got
to turn the thoughts in their heads
into words on a printed page. I decided I was going to be a writer.
Except that’s not what happened.
THE POWER OF WORDS
Like my Dad, I became a teacher.
He believed I would have time to
write during the summers because
that’s what he had done – and he
had written three books and count-

writer, grounding me and keeping me returning to my notebook with
reflections, realizations, questions and doubts. It has given me the
space to develop a continuing voice and I feel thankful for that. Since
starting writing here, I’ve published two books – one collection of
short first-person voices from the scriptures, legends and histories and
one literary novel – and I’ve just been offered a book deal on a second
novel, to be published in the spring of 2022. I’m thankful for the community encouragement that led me here. You’ve helped me stretch my
voice and learn to listen for new interesting stories.
I’m also thankful for the other voices I find in these pages. For the
ways you share your lives and nudge me towards wider, more loving

less columns. So, for seven years I
taught elementary and high school
kids English and History in the
Christian School system – and
didn’t write a stitch during the
summers.
But then, one year, I took a group
of students to Calvin College to the
Festival of Faith and Writing. Over
the course of a couple of days, the
students and I met some of our
favourite authors, got to listen to
poetry readings and seminars, got
books signed and even had conversations with some of our literary
heroes.
By the time we got back to Canada, I had decided to quit teaching
and write the Great Canadian Novel ™.
Except that’s not what happened
either.
Instead, I got a job as a speechwriter working for the Ontario
government. And, from there, the
world opened in ways I could not
have imagined.
Over the next 12 years I would
attend Cabinet meetings, travel the
world, meet with foreign leaders,
ride in motorcades, accidentally
insult the future King of England,
fight elections, become fast friends
with brilliant people, take part

understanding of the church and
the world. You remind me who
we are and I’m thankful that we
have a place together to reflect
our faith and journeys, together
with all those who went before,
filling these pages and nurturing
this community. I’m thankful,
too, for those who will come after, teaching us new things and
reminding us of truths we’ve forgotten. I trust they will and I’m
thankful.
I’m imaging a thanksgiving
table with family and friends
gathered around. Fresh bread.
Pumpkin baked with maple syrup.
Mashed potatoes with the magic
ratio of butter and salt. And the
perfect turkey my brother cooks.
My sisters’ spinach salad and
squash and wild rice casserole.
My niece’s chocolate brownies.
My parents’ green-and-gold wedding china. But also yours. Your
traditions and stories and different ways of doing things. Your
best and fresh and perfect and remembered. Together, these are the
riches of our community and gifts
of God for the people of God.

William and Lloyd Rang, 2004.

in some of the big debates of our time, and write far too many funeral
speeches for police officers and firefighters. I would even, one memorable
day, call my Mom from the Great Wall of China feeling, quite literally, on
top of the world.
Later, I would work for a university and a hospital before forming my
own company. Over the decades my hair would turn white – just like my
Dad’s – and I would have a son who loves books and reading and writing.
One day, one of the students from that fateful trip to Calvin College
reached out to me. Angela Reitsma Bick, the new Editor of Christian
Courier, asked if I would write a column for her paper. Of course I said
“yes.”
Because this paper is the reason I am a writer. Through my Dad, it
showed me the power of the word to transform lives and touch hearts. At
13, it gave me the confidence to write. And at 52 years old, sitting at my
dad’s massive metal desk in my own study, pounding on my PC keys like
they are attached to an old manual Underwood, with my dog at my feet I
realize I have come full circle, like magic.
Except that’s not what happened.
Because it’s been God’s work, all along.
CHRISTIANCOURIER.CA
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CLASSES AMID COVID
Derek Schuurman |

derek@calvin.edu

Derek has worked in Christian higher education since 1998, when
he answered an ad in CC for a part-time teaching position at
Redeemer College.

AS I WRITE THIS COLUMN, Calvin
University is in the first week of
classes. After rapidly pivoting to
online instruction with the outbreak of COVID-19 last spring,
the university worked on a plan
for returning to in-person classes
for the fall of 2020. These efforts
stem from the fact that a Christian, undergraduate, liberal arts
education is a many-splendored
thing, an experience which is
difficult to replicate online. The
question in the minds of many
staff, faculty, students and parents, however, is whether in-person classes can be done safely.
The fall semester began with
an uptick in COVID cases
throughout the U.S., prompting
many universities to go fully online for the semester. Even those
that had hoped to meet in person
reversed their decisions as cases
surged among local and student
populations. In a rare move, foot-

ball games and sporting events,
which are sacrosanct in many
places, have also been canceled
due to the virus.
In the midst of this, Calvin
University resolved to offer
in-person classes by developing a “safe return playbook” for
reopening with a variety of precautions. Each student, staff and
faculty member was tested for
COVID-19 prior to the start of
classes. All students and staff are
also required to report daily on
their health status using a smartphone app. Moreover, everyone
was asked to sign a “Love Your
Neighbor Covenant” which requires each member of the Calvin
community to promise to observe
a variety of precautions to protect
oneself, one’s neighbors, and the
community. This includes mandatory mask-wearing (something
that has become more politicized
in the U.S.). Calvin also offered a

variety of summer courses based
on the theme of a “Christian witness in a COVID-shaped world.”
MIXED LEARNING STYLES
Throughout the summer, classrooms and computer labs were
reconfigured to ensure physical
distancing. One of my classes
was moved to the basement of
a dorm in order to make use of
the larger space available there.
The basement room has windows
open on one end with fans exhausting air at the other to maintain a steady flow of air, reminiscent of the ventilation in my
father-in-law’s chicken barns. I
have also moved two computer
science seminars outdoors, taking advantage of one of several
large tents that Calvin has erected in different spots on campus.
In addition to in person classes, all lectures are streamed and
recorded for remote learners who
are not able to join in person.
My own classes have learners
joining us from Japan, South Korea, China, Cambodia, India and
Hungary. Some professors with
pre-existing conditions or other
risk factors are offering all their
classes online, while others are
managing a blend of in-person

SHORT-STAFFED &
SHORT-SIGHTED
Sara Pot |

thepotfamily@gmail.com

The Pot family story includes two daughters who are severely
disabled but radiate joy and grace. Sara writes for CC just to
impress her mother-in-law.

“The end of summer is not the end of the world. Here’s to October…” being around friends and other
A.A. Milne caring adults.
Janneke is in a grade 6 classTHE COOLER WEATHER PREVAILS, AS DO THE YELLOWED LEAVES fall- room with neurotypical peers at
ing on our butterfly garden. The random scatterings make our new gar- Beacon Christian. Though she
den look settled, and I’m already looking forward to the spring when cannot wear a mask, her classeverything will bloom again. Mind you, I’m debating with planting a mates do, and they are careful
redbud tree yet.
with her. This year, she’s moved
I’m not the only one still focused on the garden. Though our routine upstairs to a different section of
has changed with school, Rachel still wakes up and leans over to look the school building. After one
at the garden through the window. When the weather permits, we bring week of school, she figured out
both girls outside in the afternoons and on weekends.
how to navigate the new hallway
and classroom in her walker.
CHEERFUL STUDENTS
Rachel belongs to the local
School has started on a good wheel. Though the number of COVID-19 Catholic high school, and she
cases is rising across our province, I’m grateful for each day the girls came home so happy on her first
can experience time away from home. I’ve been screening my kids day. Hopefully by the time this
daily since birth, so the school COVID-screening adjustment was hard- column is published, we will have
ly noticed. Thankfully, both Rachel and Janneke now come home tired the rest of her school days sorted.
but content. Their smiles before and during the day reveal their joy with Because Rachel is now enrolled
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Calvin University We will love our neighbors video.

and online content. After the American Thanksgiving break in late
November, all classes will move online for the remainder of the semester to avoid the added risks which come with the annual flurry of
travel accompanying this holiday.
Calvin continues to monitor the health of the community, publishing a “dashboard” showing the number of active cases of COVID (calvin.edu). As of the first week of September, the dashboard showed
four active cases of COVID in the Calvin community, all of whom are
safely isolating.
How will this semester end? Returning to in-person instruction is
not without risk. The campus of Calvin is comparable to a small town
– with thousands of students and hundreds of staff and faculty coming
and going.
Many are skeptical of in-person classes, suggesting that young
adults are cavalier about COVID. It would be a wonderful witness if
Calvin’s communal covenant to show love for one’s neighbour could
restrain the infection trends which have plagued many other post-secondary institutions. In the meantime, I am grateful, for now, to be able
to see my student’s faces in person (albeit covered in masks) and enjoy
the opportunity to meet as an embodied community of learners.
in a larger school system and is
technologically dependent on her
feeding tube, she is required to
have a nurse accompany her. At
this writing, there are few nurses
available for the schools, so we
plan one day at a time.
NURSING SHORTAGES
The lack of nurses available for
schools adds to the growing list of
concerns families and caregivers
of children with disabilities – and
adults with disabilities – have on
account of the limitations influenced by COVID-19. Paediatric
rehab therapy sessions were canceled or shifted to a virtual format,
hospital procedures were significantly limited, and respite services
to support the whole family were
not allowed. Similar to the experiences of those living in long-termcare homes, families, caregivers
and adults with disabilities have
also felt further marginalized
these past six months.
A GROWING CRISIS
Feelings of isolation and burnout
increased significantly for those

caring for and those living with
disability. Furthermore, older children and adults in group homes
were kept from seeing family and
accessing community services
that would support their daily living and emotional health.
These concerns remain. Though
additional funding will support
the backlogs and waitlists, I wonder if a sustainable change will
only happen when our society
becomes aware of how limited
our own perspectives have been.
As our province reopened from
the lockdown, many were able to
visit their cottages and churches,
and enjoy interaction with others.
Families who care for – and individuals with – disabilities did not
and still do not experience these
freedoms.
Co-designing ethical directives
for living through a pandemic
allows for empowerment and
ability. COVID-19 is not the end
of the world, but it is revealing
some painful ignorance and biases. Here’s to offering glimpses of
hope when we widen our lens and
bring others into focus.
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WISHING LIFE AWAY . . .
Roland De Vries |

rdevries@pcmtl.ca

Roland teaches at The Presbyterian College, Montreal. He likes
to explore culture and play with words.

THERE’S A TEMPTATION TO WISH LIFE AWAY – to wish that pandemic
days, months or even years would rush to oblivion. That from some
bright future these mournful days would become as an Autumn mist
burned away by the late morning sun. Forgotten, banished from
memory.
Exhaustion of online world and conversation. Two dimensional images displace the play of light on faces and bodies. Loss of loving
presence through touch and embrace and quiet nod. Digitized voices
never quite capture the person we know and want to learn from. Click
“leave meeting” and sit back to recover.
Far-off parents and grandparents reachable only by phone – a summer visit already distant in heart and mind. Thanksgiving, family dinner over Zoom? Forbidden 600 km journey to a meal of roast turkey
and baked potatoes and the best stuffing ever and a welcoming embrace. Aching for a world other than the one received today.
Cough and scratchy throat lead to 10 seconds of clenched teeth and
white knuckles as a swab is inserted further than you would imagine
possible – turning, cotton head grates and burns. Eyes water. The uncomfortable test, though, only a prelude to 24, then 48, then 72 hours
of waiting and wondering. Was I careless? Am I sick? Did I expose
others? Is my family OK?

Negative result only means thinking about those not so lucky. The
elderly confined in sub-standard care. Those who thought themselves
strong suddenly reduced to fragile breathlessness. News of long-lasting, hidden effects of a disease so little understood. Second wave and
more lives at risk.
Wishing these days away – 2020 resigned to the trash heap of history.
LOOK FOR LOVE & BEAUTY
Resist the temptation to wish life away; resist the temptation to see
and speak of today as mere loss and burden. As much as it grates
and burns against our soul, we say: “This is the day that the Lord has
made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.”
Not a naïve refusal to take the grief of the world seriously or an
inability to offer lament. An insistence, rather, that we pay attention
to what we have, what we may give, what we may receive, who we
may bless. Days of giving and receiving are days of gladness and joy.
See the beauty of the day, of leaves (faithful repetition) in myriad
colours and hues – oranges, reds, yellows, browns. Community gardens as rich as ever with squash and carrots and beets. Skies heavy
with rain or filled with wispy clouds or a vast stretch of blue. Days of
beauty, for rejoicing.
Listen to the lives of others, with new modes of attentiveness. Notice a neighbour not out and about as usual. Hear a tone of voice
over the telephone suggesting fear and frustration. See the sleepless
nights written on the face of a friend. Respond with encouragement
and hope, a word to lift the weight of difficult days.
Receive the gifts of strangers. Lab workers giving overtime, again,
to manage test results or the production of pharmaceutical treatments.
Grocery clerks smiling and friendly behind plexiglass walls. Teachers
uncertain but still in their classrooms. Delivery drivers . . . delivery

drivers!!
Live with eyes peeled for
Christ’s kingdom come near – always surprising, even if predictably surprising. Eyes peeled for
expressions of love, representations of beauty, worship that enriches, prayers that deepens faith,
conversations that bring understanding, and encounters that express compassion.
Resist the temptation to wish
life away.
This is the day that the Lord has
made.
Rejoice and be glad.

What has changed is our distrust
of authorities and scientific experts, fueled by rumours and false
information widely disseminated
on social media, a communication
method not available in the past.
Before Gutenberg invented the
printing press, print media was
rare, and only a small percentage
of people could read and write.
When printed materials became
more available, literacy increased,
but the tools to print were limited.
Bibles in the common tongue
made it possible for people to
develop their own interpretation
of Scripture, but they could only
share their interpretation with
people they could contact; there
were limited publication channels.

media platforms, from individuals
but also from organizations and
countries that want to destabilise
our communities – foreign meddling in our elections is just one
example. How to protect our freedom to communicate while combating false and hateful messages
is a new problem that we are all
grappling with.
A second and related consequence of the internet is that individuals can easily find others
with similar beliefs and effectively form virtual communities.
In the past, individuals with false
information (that vaccines cause
autism, for example) were isolated, but now, on the internet,
they form closed communities
that reinforce and support each
other. The widespread access has
led to groups that build complex
conspiracy theories with no basis.
One example that has become a
concern in churches is the QAnon
community.
As a follower of the way, the
truth and the life (John 14:6), I
can’t help feeling sad when I see
so many led astray by conspiracy
theories and false information
on the web. Act out of love for
your neighbour, wear a mask, and
when it becomes available, get the
vaccine; I will.

VACCINES AND
SOCIAL MEDIA
Rudy Eikelboom |

reikelboom@wlu.ca

Rudy, who is five years younger than CC, is a pastoral elder at Waterloo CRC and a professor in the Psychology Department at Wilfrid
Laurier University.

IN A RECENT COLUMN (“Anti-Vax Reversal?,” June 8), I ended with
the hope that a vaccine for COVID-19 might be developed quickly.
Scientists are working on many possible vaccines in an amazing time
frame. Our government has partnered with multiple companies to
make a vaccine available for Canadians, and the Americans have implemented “Operation Warp Speed” to bring a vaccine to Americans
quickly. While there are still numerous issues to solve, it may be that
we will have a safe and effective vaccine in remarkably short order.
In that column, I ended with the line, “Maybe this [pandemic] will
finally put an end to the anti-vax movement and cause us to act out
of love for our neighbour by being inoculated.” Boy, was I wrong!
From what I see in media reports, the anti-vax movement, particularly
on social media, has strengthened rather than waned. The amount of
wrong medical information on the web is frightening. For those putting their lives on the line fighting the pandemic, this is a massive concern. In recent polls, 33 percent of people in the United States and 23
percent in Canada said they would refuse a vaccine for SARS-CoV-2,
the virus that causes COVID-19.
NO LIMITS

Since COVID-19 is a new disease, vaccine development has had to start
from scratch. It is crucial that the process be transparent, and that the
result is a safe, long-lasting and successful vaccine. Our society has developed many such vaccines, and the process is well established, clear
and overseen by experts in most developed countries.
@ChrCourier
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Today the internet has lifted
this restriction on who can widely send out information. You no
longer need a printing press, a
photocopier or a fax machine to
make multiple copies. Any social
media account will give you access to large numbers of people.
This has incredible benefits, but it
can also be used by people to send
out any information whatsoever,
whether true and false.
NO FILTERS
The filters that existed before the
internet are gone, and a system
that had checks on the content of
messages is no longer effective.
This allows rumours and misinformation to spread widely on social
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CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS
Bob Bruinsma |

bruinsmabob@gmail.com

Bob appreciates a T-shirt he once saw at the ICS in Toronto that
boldly announced “Being Dutch is Not Enough.”

I STARTED WRITING COLUMNS FOR CHRISTIAN COURIER (CC) about

four years ago. I hope you’ve enjoyed reading them as much as I have
writing them. Four years of column writing is a pretty puny time-period when one considers that this fine periodical is celebrating its 75th
anniversary this fall. As a Dutch immigrant kid in the 1950s and ‘60s,
I remember seeing my parents faithfully reading Calvinist Contact,
the forerunner of the paper you hold in your hands or see online. Very
few Canadian periodicals can claim a continuous publishing record

Illustration by Jan de Bree for CC in 1988.

PLEASANT PLACES
Heidi VanderSlikke | hmvanderslikke@hotmail.com
Heidi has been writing for CC since Bert Witvoet was editor for
the first time around – back when the fax machine was mindboggling technology.

A COLOURFUL FIVE-BY-THREE-FOOT MAP GRACES MY OFFICE wall –
an impulse buy on a recent shopping trip. For less than $20 I can see
all the nations of the world anytime I want. Some are tiny, others vast.
There are Far East countries with names hard to pronounce; African
countries with new names and old problems; cold places, hot places;
powerful places and poor places. There are fascinating places with
exotic animals and plants, historical places and famous places I will
only ever dream of visiting.
There’s Europe – a tight group of geographically small countries
with tremendous influence on the rest of the world. Here the Reformation was born and two World Wars erupted. And here I trace my
German heritage.
My parents were in that wave of thousands of immigrants who came
to Canada in the early 1950s, with high hopes and little else. They
wanted a fresh start, but often longed for the familiarity of the languages and cultures they left behind. They started out in Northern Ontario, sponsored by a mining company. It was a close-knit community,
but with long winters and limited opportunities, my family moved to
Southern Ontario.
Many Dutch people came to Canada with dreams of farming the
wide open spaces. Some were treated badly by unscrupulous sponsors. Most persevered and many, in time, became successful farmers and business people themselves. I grew up in a town surrounded
by an agricultural hinterland and a strong Dutch presence, including
18
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to match that of CC. Perhaps
this longevity can be attributed to the fine writing and relevant topics addressed in its
pages. Much of CC’s success
is no doubt also attributable
to the tribal loyalty of Dutch
Calvinists in the Kuyperian
tradition who, in addition to
establishing many Reformed
churches, also founded Christian day schools, colleges,
a graduate school, farmers
federations, a labour union, a
political action group, homes
for the handicapped and
homes for seniors. So, naturally, they also wanted to have
a newspaper for “our people.”
BEYOND THE TRIBE
I grew up Christian Reformed,
faithfully attending church
twice each Sunday; I did Profession of Faith at age 15 or
so, was a member of Calvinist
Cadets and participated in my
local Young Peoples’ Society.
I graduated from a Christian
junior high school in 1960

A cartoon from CC in the 90s.

and, much to my parents’ regret, could not attend a Christian senior
high school because one was not available in Edmonton at that time.
So I was enrolled in the public (read: secular) Eastglen Composite High
School. While almost all my boyhood acquaintances and friends were
from my Dutch reformed community, I had made one very good, nonCRC “Canadian” friend whom I met by chance in my neighbourhood.
I thus had a suspicion that not all non-Dutch Calvinist kids were bad;
but, on the whole, I was pretty sure that most Canadians were pagans
from whom it was a good idea to keep one’s distance. Fancy words such
as “antithesis” were already familiar to me by the time I began high
school. While I was aware of the absence of overtly religious practices
such as prayer and Bible reading at Eastglen High, I was amazed to
find students of other Christian traditions (as well as others), and many
agnostics who struck me as pretty decent human beings. I formed deep
friendships with them that still exist today. I learned to appreciate that
Ukrainians, Poles, Icelanders, Brits and many kids from other “tribes”
and nations were all part of the marvelous fabric of humanity (though,
on reflection, I regret that my high school experience was mostly bereft
of any contact with kids of colour or those of aboriginal heritage).
So, congratulations and thanks, Christian Courier, for 75 years of
Christian journalism. And especially, congratulations on greatly broadening outreach beyond the Dutch CRC tribe. Keep up the good work with
the realization that God’s Kingdom embraces all tribes and nations.

numerous Reformed Churches of
various stripes. To us they were
all “Dutch” churches.
IDENTITY IN CHRIST
Their kids hung out with us, but
somehow maintained their heritage more tightly than most. They
went to church twice on Sundays,
Catechism on Tuesdays and
Young Peoples on Thursdays.
They ate salted licorice (dropjes)
and peppermints big enough to
choke a horse. We joked that the
world could be divided into two
groups – those who were Dutch,
and those who wished they were.
I would say “lucky for me,”
but it was providence, not chance
that brought Jack VanderSlikke
into my life. We married in October 1978. Since then I’ve been
an honorary Dutch girl. I learned how to make soup with little
meatballs and mash my kale right
into the potatoes. (The Germans
keep it separate.) I’ve always
loved dropjes. I’ve embraced the
catechism, led Youth Group and
faithfully attended church, except
during times of global pandemic.
I can differentiate most of the as-

sorted Reformed churches. And bonus! – We’ve spent our life farming together. My affinity for all things Dutch is at least as strong as
my German roots. That said, I’m influenced by both, but defined by
neither.
Who I am is not found in my ethnicity, geography or vocation. My
defining characteristic was total depravity. (Told you I love the catechism.) But that has been completely swallowed up by the righteousness of Christ. My identity now and forever is in Christ. Consider
the spiritual implications. In Christ there is neither Jew nor Gentile,
male or female, bond or free. No room for identity politics here at the
intersection of mercy and justice – only forgiven sinners, united in
their Saviour.
The brilliant hues of autumn are currently painting the landscape
outside my window. It’s easy for me to say with the Psalmist, “the
lines have fallen for me in pleasant places.” But there’s a much wider
context for that than anything my map shows. My tribe is in Christ.
Think of it! And our territory is not of this world. Of all people, we
have reason to give thanks in this season and all year long.
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THE DOCTRINE WE
NEVER DISCUSS
Curt Gesch |

cgesch63@gmail.com

Curt, who was first encouraged to write by the late Bert Witvoet,
is a retired teacher and semi-active farmer living in Quick, B.C.

DO YOU REMEMBER DISCUSSIONS ABOUT FREE WILL and predestination? About total depravity or limited atonement? Should women hold
church office? Should the church bless faithful, covenanted same-sex
marriages?
I’ve been involved in discussions on all these topics, and although
they’re important, as I get older, I think that there is a doctrine that
should take pre-eminence. It’s the doctrine without a name: the doctrine of leadership. By leadership, I’m referring to the model, role and
direction of the leadership of Jesus Christ as recorded in the Gospels
and described in the rest of the New Testament. Jesus calls himself a
servant, not a master. He calls his disciples his friends, not his lackeys
or employees. Most Christians know this, but our track record suggests that the church still has work to do to “live that doctrine.” Let
me give a few examples.
SERVANT LEADERS
I have known many servant leaders. One principal regularly asked
his staff questions before making decisions. Another invited a quiet
staff member to contribute “after the break,” thus giving her time to
prepare. A third leader once told me: “I know you aren’t very involved

in sports but I would like you to
consider using your writing abilities to produce a newsletter.”
Still another: “We know you can
teach; just tell me what you need
in order to flourish, things you
need to do your job, and I’ll find
a way to get it for you.”
POWER TRIPS
There are the other examples,
though, too numerous and depressing to list. The two leaders
of Christian organisations who
sexually abused those under their
care. The leaders who speak to
church or school boards about
“getting rid of” an employee. The
bishop who forbade a local congregation to hold its own Zoom
meetings during the pandemic
this summer. The leader who,
asked about a possible conflict of
interest in one of his decisions,
replied, “Who are you to question me?”
How can we move forward to
address this topic? Sometimes
it’s helpful to look at other traditions. “The Catholic leader,”
says one Roman Catholic bishop,

TRADITION
Tom Wolthuis |

tomwolthuis@gmail.com

Tom is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church and the Director of Geneva Campus Ministry at the University of Iowa.

REMEMBER THE SONG “TRADITION!” FROM THE FIDDLER ON THE
Roof? Tevye sings the play’s theme of how to have balance in life in a
rapidly changing and threatening world. Tradition gives structure and
stability. Tradition forms our identity (being) and direction (doing).
Christian Courier is a tradition, and this issue explores other traditions. Tevye says that, “without our traditions, our lives would be as
shaky as . . . as a fiddler on the roof!”
MATTHEW 15
Tradition can also silence the music. It can make us adept but also
slow to adapt or adopt. Pharisees challenge Jesus in Matthew 15:2
(NIV): “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They
don’t wash their hands before they eat!” Jesus counters, “And why do
you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?” (v.3).
Jesus also challenges them on honouring your father and mother. The
Pharisees had created a work-around whereby they could declare their
funds dedicated to God, not their parents. Jesus concludes, “Thus
you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition” (v.6), and
quotes from the tradition of Isaiah: “These people honour me with
their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain;
their teachings are merely human rules” (vs. 8-9).
CHOOSING TRADITIONS
It’s helpful to ask yourself three questions when choosing traditions.
First, is the tradition scriptural? The Pharisees’ practice of handwash@ChrCourier
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A statue of the Reformer Martin Luther.

ing was not scriptural. It was their
extension of priestly washings to
the home setting. Jesus also challenges them regarding setting
devotion to God over honouring
their parents.
But the scriptural test by itself
is insufficient. Jesus seems to
be challenging some scriptural
practices when he says, “What
goes into someone’s mouth does
not defile them, but what comes
out of their mouth” (Matt.15:11).

“will always be on the look-out
for others who have a calling
to leadership and will call these
gifts forth. Hence, leadership
cannot be concentrated in one
person ‘at the top’. Instead, it
will be collaborative, collegial,
and will permeate all aspects of
the life and activity of the school
or parish or wherever it is being
exercised.” Archbishop Eamon
Martin of Ireland adds that “We
all know our leadership ability
grows through mistakes, gentle
constructive criticism and reflective conversations where we
are not ‘put down’ or ridiculed
for failure, but encouraged to try
again doing things slightly differently.” This echoes some of
the high public actions of Pope
Francis.
We need more discussion about
leadership in the church. When
lip-service to servant leadership is accompanied by narcissism, harassment, abuse and
power-mongering, authority “as
such” is weakened – a sure recipe
for harm and the disintegration of
true community.

There is not much doubt in my
mind that movements from Idle
No More to #MeToo to Black
Lives Matter could have a certain redemptive significance if
leaders were brave enough to ask
for criticism. What would happen if all the Christ-confessors
(including political leaders who
self-identify as Christian) were
held to account to see if their
actions could be described as protecting and providing for those
under their authority “all things
necessary for soul and body: and
by grave, wise, holy and exemplary carriage, to procure glory
to God, honour to themselves,
and so to preserve that authority
which God hath put upon them”
(Westminster Longer Catechism)? What would happen if
each of us individually asked for
spiritual insight into our own motives and actions?
Why is it that Christians can
argue all sorts of doctrines but so
seldom seem to address Christlike leadership? Is it a doctrine
more evident in the breach than
in the observance?

Mark adds the editorial comment, “In saying this, Jesus declared all
foods clean” (Mark 7:19).
Therefore we must also ask, what is the principle? Jesus compares
the traditions in terms of their principles. As with all practical case
law, practices can vary according to time, culture and traditions, but
principles do not. Jesus emphasizes that the principle is holiness and
that holiness is defined by how you treat your neighbour, with your
parents being your closest neighbours. The commandments that Jesus
references here (v. 19) and has already explicated in the Sermon on
the Mount are all about whether your actions create or destroy human
community. The Pharisees’ traditions divided “us from them,” and
even child from parent.
Although Jesus emphasizes human community, it is not “go along to
get along.” Attack problems? Ignore problems? Jesus challenges. He
causes offense and warns of following blind guides into destruction.
He challenges Peter’s lack of understanding.
Lastly, we must ask: what is in the heart? Jesus wants to get to the
“heart” of the matter. He picks up the quotation from Isaiah that spoke
of the people’s hearts and says, “But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them” (Matt.15:18).
In Biblical language, the heart is not the seat of emotions. The heart is
the centre of one’s being that directs one’s will, conscience and purpose. The heart is one’s character.
Tradition shapes the heart. The tradition of sin divides our hearts
and leads to destruction of community. We have hard hearts, but Jesus
and his Spirit at work within new community changes hearts and some
traditions.
REFORMING
The Christian Courier community is part of the Reforming tradition.
This tradition both shapes and limits. We need to challenge and be
challenged. I encourage you to be a reforming progressive conservative or a reforming liberal traditionalist, valuing and thankful for tradition and change.
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DUTCH REFORMED
BINGO IN CANADA
William Katerberg
WHEN I WAS AN ADOLESCENT IN THE LATE-70S AND EARLY-80S, Calvinist Contact was the place to find out what was going on, for the
Dutch Reformed immigrant community in Canada. CC wrote about the
wider world in which we lived. And it shaped our smaller ethnic and
religious world. It reflected the ease with which Dutch Reformed folk
made connections with each other, figuring out people that they knew
in common. My father is a master at it. Think of it as “Dutch bingo.”
Look at the March 5, 1982 edition. I was in grade 10. The front page
has stories about a “larger role for Canada in human rights,” the “Polish
Church survives martial law,” and “Christian schools prepare themselves for the computer.”
I remember all those things. Pierre Trudeau was Prime Minister and
the new federal constitution of 1982 and human rights were major parts
of his platform. The Cold War was heating up again in the early 1980s,
with the communist suppression of the Solidarity movement in Poland.
And we got computers in Smithville District Christian High.
There are also stories and columns – some in English, some in Dutch
– about mass media, theological controversy, pastor-church relations,
missions, the social gospel, Hare Krishna, Redeemer College (it would
open later in 1982), Christian Reformed congregations and local Dutch
immigrant communities, books and more.
These stories shaped how we understood our worlds, small and big.
And in the “Classified” section you can see the networks that shaped
everyday life. News about births, marriages, anniversaries, deaths. Ads
from across Canada from Christian schools looking for teachers. Dutch
Reformed folk looking for jobs or employees on dairy farms and in
manufacturing. Personal ads. In one a 40ish dairy farmer is looking for
a “serious lady” 30-40 years old. Calendars of church, arts, and political events – a Christian Labour Association convention, for example,
with Bernard Zylstra from the Institute for Christian Studies in Toronto
speaking. Our people, our institutions. Onze mensen, onze instellingen.

The Dutch pages in CC, March 5, 1982.

BECOMING MORE CANADIAN
Three ads stand out for me as representing the larger immigrant experience. One is from KLM, the Dutch national airline, selling trips to the
Netherlands. Many in the immigrant community still had family “back
home” in the “old country” and visited, siblings, cousins, parents, aunts
and uncles. But the experience of immigration was becoming distant
enough to be memorialized. The second ad reflects this. It announces
the sale of Delft Blue-style tiles (very Dutch!!) depicting the ships that
brought immigrants to Canada after World War II. Among them is the
Groote Beer, which my father’s family came on in the mid-50s. The
20
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third ad is from the government
of Ontario, in Dutch, celebrating
Canadian pride in the new federal constitution of 1982. We were
citizens of Canada and proud of
that too.
Today, reflecting the ongoing
Dutch Canadian story, the paper
is called Christian Courier. Its
deep roots remain Reformed. It
still has a bit of a Dutch flavour.
And it’s as lively as ever. But
Christian Courier now speaks to
Christian and Canadian audiences
beyond the immigrant community
that founded it. I have friends who
write for it. And occasionally I see
a notice about a birthday, or death,
of someone I know.
As a graduate student at the University of Notre Dame in the late
1980s, I experienced how “ethnic
bingo” is not unique to Dutch Reformed folk but common among
immigrants. Irish Catholics and
Italian Catholics, I soon discovered, had similar kinds of insider
stuff going on. The details varied
but the “grammar” or logic of
Irish and Italian “bingo” struck
me as similar to my experience.
A small story from that same
March 1982 issue of CC pulls all
of this together for me. In a piece
entitled “Skylights,” William
R. Rang wrote about a father, a
“mum grower,” that he knew.
Greenhouses were a big part of
the Dutch Reformed economy
where I grew up. I worked in tree
nurseries and greenhouses for
about 10 summers.
In his story, Rang wrote about
how the father thought that his
rebellious daughter perhaps was
coming back to the church. Rang
used the care and patience a grower practices to nurture plants to
describe the father love for his
daughter.
The content of the story speaks
to my church and work experience. I remember “Mr. Rang,”
a lay preacher, occasionally
leading worship services in my
church. His son Lloyd, one of
my best friends from high school,
university, and grad school days,
writes for Christian Courier today. Bingo.
William Katerberg
William is professor of
history at Calvin University and curator of Heritage Hall, the archives
of the University, Calvin
Theological Seminary,
and the Christian Reformed Church.

WELCOMING A
YOUNG WRITER
Melissa Kuipers
I FIRST MET BERT WITVOET at
a collaborative art luncheon at
church. He made me feel immediately welcome, not in the
too-familiar style of an obligatory
attempt to recruit a new member
to church, but with sincere interest in who I was. We had a lot in
common: he was a former Christian high school English teacher, and I was just beginning my
career in the same field. As we
coloured in photocopies of children’s scrawled drawings of stars,
we spoke about novels and integrating faith in the classroom. He

his teaching methods to his editorial work. Bert didn’t want to
lead within an isolated, insider
religious subculture: he wanted
to challenge Christians to engage
deeply and thoughtfully with the
world around them, and to be
willing to apply their faith to difficult issues. When Angela Reitsma
Bick took over, she continued this
legacy with integrity, graciousness and courage.
Bert and Angela gave me freedom to write about a topic I felt
was important but under-discussed in Protestant circles: sin-

told me how he had received a lot
of heat for teaching Catcher in the
Rye. But he had stood his ground,
rejecting a sanitized approach to
Christian education, and instead
insisted on engaging with complex and challenging literary texts
from a Christian perspective.
Now he was Editor of Christian
Courier.
“You know,” I said to him, “I’ve
been praying for an opportunity to
write.”
“Send me something,” he said.
I went home and scraped together
an article, emailed it to him, and
tried to rein in my sense of hope.
At that point I had no publishing credentials, but Bert generously took me on as a monthly
columnist. As I read the humble
and thoughtful voices of other
contributors and received responses from readers, I slowly
began to see myself as part of a
welcoming, if wide-spread, community. This was the first time I
was able to call myself as a writer.
Now I can see that Bert took

gleness. At a time in my life when
I and a few friends were struggling with what it meant to be
single in a subculture so focused
on marriage and family, CC gave
me with a platform to voice the
frustrations of feeling forgotten,
to explore the theological implications for the single life, and to
express the unique spiritual and
community needs of unmarried
people. Later I left my teaching
position to pursue a degree in
Creative Writing. I practised my
hand in fiction. I look back at my
years as a columnist for Christian Courier as a formative time
in my writing career, where I was
provided a space in a great cloud
of witnesses to explore faith with
honesty and vulnerability. I am
grateful for that gift from the CC
community.
Melissa Kuipers
Melissa is a fiction and
non-fiction writer, and
author of a short story
collection called The
Whole Beautiful World.

News

REDEEMER UNIVERSITY
GIVES AWARD TO CC EDITOR
Jennifer Neutel
CHRISTIAN COURIER’S EDITOR ANGELA REITSMA BICK is the recip-

ient of Redeemer University’s 2020 Distinguished Alumni Award,
recognizing her contributions to journalism as well as the Christian
faith evident in her work and community.
Graduating from the Ancaster, Ont. university’s liberal arts program in 2001 and earning a master’s in English at Queen’s University, Reitsma Bick is now in her 12th year as CC editor and
has poured her talent into more than 200 issues of the independent
newspaper.
CC’s editor works from her home in Newcastle, Ont., where she
lives with her husband Allan and their three children: Robin (15),
Alba (13) and Ben (9). Long-time CC subscribers have read many
editorials about her family and faith life, including their recent adventures getting a puppy and travelling to Scotland right before the
pandemic began.
Dr. Deborah Bowen, Professor Emerita of English at Redeemer
University, is “thrilled” that Reitsma Bick received the award.
“As well as honouring her own giftedness and hard work, this
award acknowledges the way in which a woman with young children can, at the same time as being a great mom, enable growth and
development in a ministry like that of Christian Courier,” Bowen
says. “This makes a very important statement about the value of
both family and profession.”
Bowen says in addition to being a fine writer and discerning critic, Reitsma Bick is thoughtful and caring. “I can’t think of better
qualities for an editor, especially in these days when the need for a
clear and compassionate Christian voice is paramount.”

ACROSS CANADA
Reitsma Bick is passionate about
developing new writers and finds
joy in stories well told. Philosopher Calvin Seerveld once described her work as “redemptive
journalism,” a phrase that resonates with CC’s mission. Redemptive journalism means that
Reitsma Bick looks for “those
places where God is bringing
healing, hope and restoration”
and invites readers to join in.
“Angela has led CC down
hitherto uncharted paths, finding
capable, multi-generational firsttime and veteran writers, and
developing a devoted staff and
board stretching all across Canada from Halifax, N.S. to Terrace,
B.C.,” says James Dekker, CC’s
Board Chair.
Dekker also notes that Reitsma
Bick’s “patient skill, respect and
affection for writers consistently produce thoughtful, concise,
well-styled and fittingly toned
articles.” He credits her foresight
in making CC more accessible
online for gathering more readers
and support.
“All of us CC readers, writers,
board and staff join Redeemer
University in thanking God for

Angela, with prayers for many
more years of leadership beyond
CC’s 75th year of life,” Dekker
says.
THE ROLE OF JOURNALISM
Redeemer’s Distinguished Alumni Award was founded in 2014.
Among recent recipients are researcher and professor Dr. Kimberly Maich, associate clinical
professor and OB/GYN Dr. Dan
Reilly and executive director
of EduDeo Ministries Hank de
Jong.
“I’m grateful to Redeemer for
the Alumni award, in this yearlike-none-other,” Reitsma Bick
says. “Let’s think about the role
of independent journalism right
now. Let’s talk about social justice issues among people of
faith.”
Lastly, “there would be no
award without all the amazing
people who work at Christian
Courier with me,” she says.
“Writers and readers from coast
to coast who feel like friends,
even those I’ve never met; dedicated Board members, and the
staff across Canada who pour
their hearts into every issue.”
“I also want to thank my fam-

ily, for their never-ending love
and support, and God, for his
providence and grace.”
A virtual reception will be
held on Nov. 2 to celebrate Reitsma Bick’s work and contributions to faith-based journalism
in Canada.
Jennifer Neutel
Jennifer Neutel is CC’s
advertising and social
media manager.

Christmas
Assistance

In past years, the Committee Netherlands Bazaar sent out Christmas food
parcels, however because of Covid-19,
we have had to make the decision to
instead send out Food Gift certificates
equivalent to the retail value of our annual food parcels.
The Committee “Netherlands Bazaar”
is depending on your cooperation to
successfully identify those families of
Dutch heritage in Ontario who will receive this assistance. If you know of any
such family, we need to hear from you
before Friday, November 13, 2020.
If you would like to receive an application form to be completed, or have
questions, please email us at: committee@netherlandsbazaar.com or call: Gé
Spaans 905-477-1243 or Jannie Thomas
416-498-8706.
Please mail all completed application
forms by Friday, November 13th, 2020
to Mrs. G. Spaans, Committee “Netherlands Bazaar”, 420 William Graham
Drive, Suite 416, Aurora ON L4G 1X4
Your assistance in reaching these Ontario families in real need is very much
appreciated.

@ChrCourier
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MARANATHA GARDENS
BURLINGTON
Christian life lease building

The original owners are selling this
beautiful 1-bedroom + den apartment, so
they can be closer to their family. Loaded with upgrades, it’s on the second floor
at the rear of the building, overlooking a park. Building amenities include
a guest suite, library, meeting rooms,
woodworking shop, fitness room, underground parking, billiards, shuffleboard,
darts and much, much more. Asking
$579,000. You’d be proud to show off
this home to your family and friends!
To view, call Wilf Wallace, Broker. 905317-9777. Royal LePage NRC Realty,
Brokerage
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SIGN UP FOR CC’S FREE
WEEKLY EMAIL
NEWSLETTER.
Visit christiancourier.ca and click
“Email Sign Up” under the Info
menu at the bottom of the page
to subscribe.
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Classifieds

OBITUARIES

ANNIVERSARY

VANLEEUWEN, Dr. James (Jim) J., MD, FRCP[C]
March 15, 1934 - September 11, 2020
It is with heavy hearts that we announce the death of James on Friday September 11, 2020. He died
at home of pancreatic cancer, in the
tender care of Irene, his wife of 58
years, and his daughters Annette and
Jennifer. He was blessed through his
illness by daily phone calls with his
older brother Dan. He was predeceased by daughter Jacqueline and his siblings Gerald,
Alice, Joanne. He will be sorely missed in Canada and
the Netherlands by his many dear siblings-in-law, his
three sons-in-law (Ivan Zinger, Adam Zelkha, John
Lingertat) his four grandchildren (Genevieve Zinger,
Paul, Oliver, and Sebastian Lingertat), and his numerous nieces and nephews.
James’ inclusive faith community at First Christian
Reformed Church of Toronto was an important part
of his life. He treasured the long-term friendships he
and Irene formed there. After retirement, they enjoyed
reading and studying hard to keep up with the couples
in their intellectually stimulating book club. He also
looked forward to the regular gatherings of a group of
men for food and fellowship.
James grew up in the Netherlands where he completed
medical school at the University of Leiden. In 1961,
Koos and Loeke of Leiden became James and Irene of
Toronto where he completed his residency and in 1967
came on staff at the Hospital for Sick Children. James
loved his clinical and teaching work as a Child Psychiatrist. Over the course of his 40 year career at HSC,
‘Jim’ worked with many different teams and departments. He shared his skill and wisdom with generations of medical students and residents. ‘Jim’ always
felt it an enormous privilege to be able to touch the
lives of his patients and their families.
We remember him as perceptive and sensitive, a scholar and a gentleman. There will be a private interment
at the family gravesite in Brampton.
Condolences are welcomed directly to family members
or via this email: familyvanleeuwen2020@gmail.com

RITSKES, Frank

POSTMA, Ron & Jean 		
The Lord granted Frank (nee Hamstra)

Ritskes eternal rest on
September 26, 2020 in
his 85th year of life.
Frank was the much
loved husband of Stien
Ritskes for 63 years, and
the proud father of Jeff
(Mary), Peter (Jackie),
Bryan, Jennifer (the late Rennie Kermath),
Wendy (Hugo) Fennema, David (Lisa), Kevin (Amalie). Frank will be missed by sixteen
grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren.
Frank is predeceased by his siblings Andy,
Frances, John, Keith, Henry, and Martin and
is survived by Bill, Janne, Nancy (Wolfgang)
and Theresa, along with many nieces and
nephews.
The family would like to thank the staff at
McNally House for their care and compassion, especially Andy who held dad’s hand
until the end. A family graveside service was
held on September 30, 2020 at Mount Hamilton Cemetery followed by a Service of Praise
at Mountainview Christian Reformed Church
in Grimsby. In lieu of flowers, donations to
McNally House would be appreciated.

ANNIVERSARY
BOELENS, Menno and Jenny
Kitchener
October 15
Guelph
1960
2020
With thanks and praise to the Lord
for His faithfulness, we celebrate the
60th Wedding Anniversary
of our parents,
Menno & Jenny Boelens (Wynia)
“I will bless you! And you will be a blessing”
Genesis 12:2b

SIKMA, Jane (VanHuizen)
July 2, 1931 - September 27, 2020
Hallum, Netherlands - Orono, Ontario
On Sunday, September 27, Mom was graciously taken
to her final home, age 89.
“Since my youth, O God, you have taught me and today I declare your marvelous deeds.” Psalm 71:17
Beloved wife of the late Peter Sikma.
With love from your family,
Much loved mother to:
Kelly Ann & Bernie Tiemstra
George Sikma and Jane Servinis - Orono, ON
Tyler
Julia and Rick Koopmans - Prince George, BC
Leesha & Dom
Yolanda and Mitch Vandenberg - Lindsay, ON
Katie & Allan - Knox
Tim and Joanne Sikma - Sylvan Lake, AB
Derek & Sheryl Boelens
Grace and Jim Pot - Ottawa, ON
Eric, Liam & Ava
Howard Sikma and Kennedy Tinsley - Newcastle,
Carmen Scott
ON
Brendan, Nic & Ryan
Joyce and Andy vanBruinessen - Leduc, AB
Dear Beppe and Great Beppe to
CLASSIFIEDS
28 Grandchildren and 24 Great Grandchildren
To submit an ad, email ads@christiancourier.ca or submit online at christiancourier.ca.
Cherished sister and sister-in-law to many in Canada
and Friesland.
@ChrCourier
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JOB POSTINGS

1955 October 21 2020
Psalm 119:105
“Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light for my path.”
The children and grandchildren
and great grandchildren, with
thankful hearts, would like to
congratulate our parents, on their
65th Wedding Anniversary! God
is Good!! We love you lots!!!
Address: 82 Szollosy Circle,
Hamilton, Ont. L9B 1T8

90th BIRTHDAY

RUMPH, Hilbert
It is with praise and thanksgiving to God that we wish our Dad,
Opa and Great-Opa a very happy
90th birthday on November 4.
With love from your children,
Alfred & Helen Rumph
Jacqueline & Ron Vanderwees
Nancy Rumph
Arnold & Teresa Rumph
Your grandchildren,
Abby, Anna and Aidan
Rumph
Jared, Michael & Felicia and
Steven Vanderwees
Darryl & Jenn Hoftyzer, Michelle & Mike Deweerd,
Krista & Rob Scholten and
Robert Hoftyzer
Erika, Matthew, Shawna and
Joel Rumph
and your great-grandchildren,
Wesley, Greyson, Theodore
and Lexi Hoftyzer
Elsie and Maxwell Vanderwees
“Give thanks to the Lord for He
is good, His love endures forever.” Ps 106 vs1
Correspondence: 81 Wood St.
Apt 14, Drayton, ON, N0G 1P0

VACATIONS
Holiday accommodation in
Holland with vehicle rentals
and tours.
Website: chestnutlane.nl

FULL-TIME PASTOR
Inglewood Christian Reformed
Church in Edmonton, Alberta is actively seeking a full-time pastor who
is passionate in preaching God’s
word, in pastoral care and in leading and equipping us in community outreach.
For more information go to our website: inglewoodcrc.org or email pastorsearch@inglewoodcrc.org.
CHRISTIAN HOME CARE
Mature worker needed as a companion for a
44-year-old Down’s Syndrome male in Dundas,
Ont., twice per week for 3 hours per session.
Special needs training is not important but love
for special needs and perseverance will be an
asset. Becoming a friend is important. Starting rate of $20 per hour. No outings expected.
Email johan.estelle@gmail.com if interested.
CHILDREN AND YOUTH 		
MINISTRY COORDINATOR
First CRC in Owen Sound
Ont., is a warm, welcoming,
multi-generational congregation. We are a generous and
gracious community seeking
to grow in Christ, go in the Holy Spirit, and
glorify God. We are looking to hire a halftime
(25 hours per week) children & youth ministry coordinator. This position requires a person
who loves Jesus Christ, has a heart for children
and teenagers, and loves to have fun. We look
forward to welcoming this individual as a part
of our team as we enter into an exciting new
season of ministry.
Qualifications:
• Gives evidence of a deep love for Christ and
His people
• Gives evidence of a deep love for children,
youth, and young adult ministry, including an
ability to organize, lead, encourage, motivate,
and work with others
• Has relevant college/university degree and/or
experience in youth ministry
• Can articulate the Gospel and has a basic understanding of Reformed Christianity
• Possesses excellent relational skills for working with staff/volunteers
• Strong administrative skills
• Flexibility
• A desire and willingness to be a member of
First CRC, Owen Sound
• Ability to establish goals and evaluate the effectiveness of First CRC’s ministries
• Approachable
• Is able to relate personally to children, youth,
and young adults
For more information about our church and this
ministry position, please contact Julie Kers at
kersgj@gmail.com for a full job description
and to answer any questions.
Please forward resumes to Julie by October 30,
2020.
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Poem / Letters

ONLY SAILORS MAKE IT TO HEAVEN
Bert Witvoet

Sailors are believers; believers, sailors.
Who else says,
I need the breath of God
to reach my destination?
Few souls are wind-driven in this
automated, self-propelling society.
Who even notices the wind?
Do occupants of air-conditioned
houses, offices, cars,
accustomed to ignoring
the soothing gesture of a cool breeze,
understand the gentle stirrings
of a Holy Comforter?
Only those who favour
the fan of God
trim the sail,
straining to catch every sigh
of power-saving saving power.
True, God moves
his canvas-tugging mariners
in mysterious ways.
One loses some control
when one goes sailing.
But even an opposing wind
can still be harnessed
by tacking,
the sailor’s zig-zag –
work and pray.
Sailors are believers; believers, sailors.
Both congregations ride the wind.
The best Pentecost sermons are those
that tell you to go fly a kite
or make a paper windmill.
A body must stay in touch with the wind,
lest he think he can motor his way to heaven:
You take Air Canada and I take the 401,
and I’ll be in the kingdom afore you.
This train is bound for glory, this train.
Wrong, says Peter; wrong, says Paul,
You gotta have wind or have nothing at all.
You can’t auto-mobile your way out of the Fall.
Only those waiting for horsepower

to come wafting over the waves
may enter the harbour of Omega Bay.
Even Michael can’t row your boat ashore.
What shall we say, then?
Shall we add a little outboard motor
so that speed may abound?
A little materialism here,
a little adultery there,
and a dab of religion everywhere?
By no means!
We died to pollution of life
and to automated religion
served up in wind-still sanctuaries.
How can we wallow in these any longer?
Sailors are believers; believers, sailors.
They add their touch of beauty
to the ravishing tableau
of land and sea,
highlighting a peace
rhythmically spelled out
wave after wave.
Their milk-white canvas
is a prayer on water,
petitioning the
wind of redemption,
brooding on the deep,
to wake their sails from sleep,
to stir the limp pennons
with a brisk flutter of her wings,
blowing the lingering hulls
with all the cloth
of heart and soul unfurled
into the open waters
of Christ’s commission
to find his brave new world.
Bert Witvoet
This poem was written by Bert
Witvoet (1934-2020), longtime Editor of Christian Courier, and originally published in
these pages on July 18, 1989.

TRUSTED PERSPECTIVES
At a time when Canadians are
deluged with information, Christians need good, quality and
trusted perspectives on the world
to help them make sense of what
is happening. Christian Courier
is one of those sources. The Canadian Christian Communicators
Association (formerly the Canadian Church Press) congratulates
Christian Courier on 75 years
of telling the story of how the
church engages the world, and
how Christians engage with God
and each other.
John Longhurst
President, Canadian Christian
Communicators Association
FAITH IN THE WORKPLACE
On behalf of the Christian Labour
Association of Canada (CLAC),
congratulations to Christian
Courier on your 75th anniversary! Christian Courier has always
been a beacon for your readership. Through your pages, CLAC
has been able to develop, share
and inspire a Christian vision
for labour relations. The support
we have received via Christian
Courier over the years has been
a source of encouragement and
strength.
Wayne Prins
Executive Director, CLAC
TELLING GOD’S STORY
On this special occasion of the
75th anniversary of Christian
Courier, I would like to extend
hearty congratulations and appreciation for your faithfulness
in telling the story of God at
work in our community, nation
and world. In my youth, I remember how much I looked for-

ward to getting Calvinist Contact (as it was known back then)
when it was mailed to our family
farm, reading it thoroughly from
the front page of the editor’s note
to the back page of marriage, anniversary and death announcements.
Over the many years, I have
always been impressed by the
quality of journalism of Christian Courier along with the
thought-provoking feature articles by various writers who encouraged readers to think more
deeply about their faith and how
to live it out in ways that transform society. While today’s context is a challenge for determining whether a particular media is
telling truth or fake news, Christian Courier has consistently
pursued truth.
Thank you, staff of Christian
Courier, for telling our World
Renew story too and doing so in
ways that give voice to justice
and mercy. World Renew works
with churches in communities
around the world to change real-life stories of poverty, injustice and disaster to real-life stories of sustainable livelihoods,
reconciliation and hope. You
have been faithful in sharing our
transformation stories with your
readers so that we can celebrate
together how God’s story is being accomplished.
We pray that God may continue to uphold you, especially
during these challenging pandemic times, as you strive to
follow Christ’s way of conveying truth in a world desperately
needing it.
Ida Kaastra-Mutoigo
Canada Director, World Renew

WINGS OF GRACE

INTRODUCING CHRISTIAN COURIER’S 2020 FALL DONATION APPEAL
For 75 years, Christian Courier’s faith-based journalism has delivered messages of hope on wings
of grace. Our birds-eye view can reveal God’s handiwork and lift your faith to new heights.
AND WE CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT!
Ways to donate
Online: visit christiancourier.ca
Etransfer to: admin@christiancourier.ca
Mail cheques payable to Christian Courier to:
PO Box 20022 Grantham St. Catharines ON L2M 7W7
Call Sarah: 1-800-275-9185
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